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Degraffenreid Heating & Cooling  
Specializes in:
• Heating and Air Conditioning Repair.
• Heat Pump, Furnace and Air Conditioning 

Installations.
• High-Efficiency Furnace and Air Conditioning 

Changeouts.
• Emergency HVAC System Services for your Home, 

Rental Property or Commercial Location.

Creating constant 
comfort through 
your home.

DISCOVER HVAC SOLUTIONS 
THAT KEEP YOU COZY, 

NO MATTER THE SEASON.
Call Us for all your  

Heating and Cooling Needs 7 Hawkeye Road, Eldon, MO 65026
www.degraffenreidhvac.com

573-480-7866 DeGraffenreid Heating & Cooling LLC
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(573) 216-9406 ahartenterprises
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Car Detail 
K&H Auto  

& Marine Detail

Car Salesperson 
Richard Gray

Collision Repair 
Fischer Body Shop

Used Car Dealer 
Lloyd Belt 

Automotive

Auto Glass 
Bishop’s Glass

Dessert 
Serendipity Roasting 

Company 

Congratulations
TO ALL OF OUR WINNERS!
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for this honor and
allowing us to service

your insurance needs!!
READERS CHOICE

2024
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Thank You

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American Family Insurance Company,
HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM& RANCH AMFAM.COM
24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING& CUSTOMER SERVICE 1-800-MYAMFAM(692-6326)

Kevin Stokes Agency LLC
Kevin Stokes, Agent
920 S Aurora St
Eldon, MO65026
kstokes@amfam.com
( 573) 392-3701

Thank You for Voting for us

Best Barber Shop!203 E. 10th Street
573-569-2797
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Burgers 
Whittle’s Pub & Grub

Breakfast 
Whittle’s Pub & Grub

Lunch 
Whittle’s Pub & Grub

Steak 
Whittle’s Pub & Grub

Coffee Shop 
Brew Brothers 

Coffee

Bar and Grill 
Whittle’s Pub & Grub

Drive-Thru 
Cree-Mee Drive-In

Pizza 
Casey’s

Mexican 
Manuel’s Cantina

Family Restaurant 
Whittle’s Pub & Grub

Sandwiches 
Nolt’s Country 

Market

Electrician 
Dave Stark Electric

Commitment, Compassion and Community ~ Since 1906

573-392-5621 • 5 South Oak Street • Eldon,Missouri

266 Hwy.H • Mary’s Home,Missouri 65032

Thank you to our community for your continued support.
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119 S. Maple St., Eldon • Call Gene at 573-375-1211

Open 
24/7

Downtown 
Eldon

Thank You for 

Voting Us 

#1!
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Now til August 31st
$20 For Your 

1st Month
No Commitment

No Contracts
Add an additional family 

member for Only $10 more
Offer expires August 31, 2024
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(573) 392-9900
DEVINE & ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE powered by exp realty llc

1203 S. Business 54, Eldon, MO, 65026
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The Agent-Owned Cloud Brokerage

®

®

The Agent-Owned Cloud Brokerage

®

®

Victoria Devine & Chuck Yow

Buying or Buying or 
Selling?Selling?

 Let us Help! Let us Help!

Thank You for voting us 

Best Realtor. The support 

from this great community 

means the world to us.
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573-392-0101
2105 S. Business Hwy 54
Eldon (Next to Lloyd Belt)

•Fresh Flowers
• Weddings

•Prom
• Tuxedos
•Memorial
•Birthday
•Balloons

•Graduations

•All Occasions

•Assorted Chocolates
& Truffles

FLORAL DESIGN
& GIFTS

Above &BeyondAbove &Beyond
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Thank
You!

It is an honor to be voted
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312 East 2nd Street
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573-557-2063

Thank You
to the community
for your continued

support!

Heating and Cooling 
DeGraffenreid  

Heating & Cooling

General Contracting 
Ahart Enterprise

Home Remodel 
SPI Enterprise

Plumbing 
Tim Bashore 

Plumbing

Roofing 
Above & Beyond 

Roofing

Painting 
Barklage Painting

Lawn Care 
Mike’s Lawn Care

Heavy Equipment 
Midway Rental & 

Sales

Concrete 
Nate’s Concrete 
Pumping LLC

Carpet and Flooring 
Eldon Furniture Co PO Box 315 | 415 S. Maple St., Eldon, MO 65026

573-392-5658  •  advertiser@vernonpublishing.com
eldonadvertiser.com

$49/year - in county 
$57/year - out of county 
$64/year - out of state

Subscription Rates
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662 Hwy Y, Eldon

Thank you for voting us #1

Takeout and Dine In

READERS CHOICE
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Pest Control 
Mid Missouri  
Pest Solutions

Chiropractor 
Dr. Morrow

Dentist 
Dr. Brandon Bennett

Family Practice 
University of 

Missouri Health Care

Physician 
Dr. Scott Griswold

Fitness Center 
Ultimate Fitness

Hair Salon 
Studio 54 Hair Salon

Cosmetologist 
Tessa Gray

Barber Shop 
Bishop’s Barber Shop

Pharmacy 
Eldon Drug Company

Massage Therapist 
Jessica Beckmann

Congratulations!
Readers Choice 

Winners!
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Stop by and take a look around- you will find us at
300 N Business 54 Eldon, MO
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Thank You for Voting Us #1
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Thanks for voting us #1
573-392-5213 | 202 N. Maple Eldon, MO | EldonFamilyDentistry.com
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Thank You
For Voting Us

#1 Car Detailer!

Offering 
Exterior 

& Interior 
Detail
Mobile 

Service

CALL US 

TO DETAIL 

YOUR 

VEHICLE!

573.434.9937
Call Andrew Lasson for a Free Estimate

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

Congratulations 
to the

Winners of the...
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1203 S. Business 54, Eldon, MO 65026
573-480-7938 

 www.amydunnrealestate.com

BUYING  v  SELLING  v  ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Call Me Today!

Locally Owned and Operated

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

We're not just selling homes & land; we're offering an 
invitation to a community where relaxation, adventure, 

and scenic vistas are the everyday norm.

Amy Dunn
VOTED BEST REALTOR

Senior Living 
Rock Island Village

Nursing Home 
Rock Island Village

Real Estate 
Devine & Associates 

Real Estate

Real Estate Agent 
Amy Dunn

Photographer 
Taylor Morgan

Pet Groomer 
Eileen’s Pet 
Grooming

Accountant 
Jason Blankenship

Bank 
Central Bank

Mortgage 
Tamara Witzman

Investment Advisor 
Calee Crouch

Financial Planner 
Calee Crouch

Insurance Agent 
Kevin Stokes

Veterinary 
Lake Pet Hospital

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

Congratulations to This Year's Winners
...and thanks to all who voted!
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Dine In or Carry Out
Open 7 days a week for Lunch & Dinner
Breakfast Served Weekends 7am-10am

108 S. Maple St
573-392-5900

Historic Downtown Eldon
  Whittleseldon.com

HOME OF THE

GIANT  GIANT  
TENDERLOINTENDERLOIN Gluten Friendly Menu Available

Southwest Egg Rolls Bacon CheeseburgerBuffalo Wrap

NY Strip Steak

READERS CHOICE
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ROCK ISLAND VILLAGE

Make us your home!

Call us today for a tour...

(573) 557-9545
rockislandvillage.com 

Eldon, MO

   A Gracious
Assisted Living
        Community

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

24 hour trained staffing/ Private Rooms/ Engaging activities and 

social interaction/ Individualized plans of care/ In-house physical 

therapy and Rehab/Scheduled transportation

Rock Island Village is a person-centered 
care approach community with a vision of 
providing forward thinking care that puts 

the decision making back into the Resident’s 
hands. The desire to live in a community free 
of the institution-like environment provides 
freedom to enjoy life at the leisure and pace 

that is the choice of the Resident.  
Our goal is to provide a caring and 

nurturing community with an experienced 
staff where excellence becomes a natural 

part of quality life.
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Thank 
You

to our amazing 
community for 

your votes!

573.392.3376
1407 S. Business 54 • Eldon, MO

READERS CHOICE

2024
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Quality You Can Trust 
Custom Pieces You’ll Love 

Serving Eldon & The Lake Area Since 1948  |  202 S Maple St., Eldon  |  573-392-4511

Thank You for voting us 
Best Jewelry Store

“It’s Worth the Drive to Eldon - Come See Us! 

Henley READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

Eileen’s
Pet Grooming

“THANKYOUTOEVERYONE&
CUSTOMERS FORTHE PAST 35YRS,

appreciate all the business over the years”

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

Established 1989

192 Scrivner Rd, Eldon, MO

Professional • Clean • Quiet Atmosphere
• All Breed Dogs and Cats

Funeral Home 
Phillips Funeral 

Home

Antique/Flea Market 
54 Vintage Antique 

Market

Boutique 
Bella Boutique

Florist 
Above & Beyond 

Floral

Grocery Store 
Gerbes

Signs and Banners 
Mid State Signs

Thrift Store - TIE 
Friends of Animals 
Eldon Food Pantry

Furniture 
Eldon Furniture

Jewelry Store 
Henley Jewelers

Health Food 
Nolt’s Country 

Market

Congratulations!

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

Readers Choice Winners
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A HUGE

To Our Hard Working Employees 
and the Community for Voting Us #1!

2007 N Business 54, 
Eldon, MO

(573) 392-6903

READERS CHOICE

2024
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DID YOU
        KNOW?

If you have questions, 
please call 573-392-5658

If you have a print subscription to

you also have access to 
our website!

Check it out at
www.eldonadvertiser.com 

Tuscumbia

Bicycle
Safety Day

– Page 8A

Acme Bicycle

Shop comes

to Eldon
– Page 9A

Learning

about
STEM

– Pages 2-3B

Missouri

Junior Tour

tees off
– Page 1C

Baseball

all-stars

announced
– Pages 2-3C

Contact:

ONE OF OUR BIGGEST SALES OF THE SUMMER!

LUCCA TWIN SLEEPER 

CHAISE SOFA

84W 18D 18H

list price $1029.99

SKU# QK1088916

$44999sale

Storage chaise can be placed

on left or right side!

NEW!

6241 Osage Beach Parkway 

Osage Beach | 573-302-4222

slumberland.com

REDMOND SOFA

90W 36D 38H  

list price $999.99

SKU# 1200038

PILLOWS NOT INCLUDED

$399sale

coffee

6O%
OFF!*

FINAL WEEKS! DON’T MISS THESE INCREDIBLE SAVINGS!

$700SAVE UP TO

ON SELECT PURPLE 

MATTRESS SETS!◊

Purple® sheets & pillows*! Plus! 20% 
OFF

Purple®ee  sheets ® & pillow
p p
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5 S. Maple St. • Eldon, MO 65026 •  573.392.4721
www.eldonfurniturecompany.com

f  Follow us on Facebook

E L D O N

Furniture  Flooring  Bedding  Blinds

E L D O N

Furniture  Flooring  Bedding  Blinds

E L D O N

Furniture  Flooring  Bedding  Blinds

76TH ANNIVERSARY

Sale – During June

READERS CHOICE

2024

1#

Thank You for Voting Us 

#1 Furniture Store & Carpet/Flooring

The Index was estab-

lished in 1885 and has had 

four generations of Kathy 

Ginnings’ family involved in 

its operation, and a total of 

eight generations involved in 

newspaper publishing here in 

Hickory County.

Generational chronology:

1869—Hickory County’s 

first newspaper began un-

der the ownership of James 

R. Wilson, assisted by his 

brother Isaac and Isaac’s son 

George. 

1885—George’s son, F. 

Marion Wilson, established 

The Index, purchased or es-

tablished several other news-

papers, and bought, sold or 

consolidated newspapers 

in the county, including the 

Hickory County Mirror, New 

Era, Hermitage Gazette, 

Hickory County Democrat, 

Hickory County Herald and 

Hickory County Republi-

can. The newspapers went 

through a series of consoli-

dations, name changes and 

separations into individual 

publications with several in-

dividual and partnership op-

erations.
1919—Ulysses Elmer Wil-

son, son of F. Marion Wilson, 

purchased The Index and op-

erated it with his wife, Nellie 

Mae.
1932—U.E. Wilson died, 

and his daughter, Willa Mae 

Wilson, began her duties as 

editor to assist her mother.

1947—Earl and Willa Mae 

(Wilson) Jenkins purchased 

The Index from her mother, 

Nellie Mae Wilson, widow of 

U. E. Wilson.

1971—Don and Kathy (Jen-

kins) Ginnings joined The 

Index as partners with her 

parents, Earl and Willa Mae 

Jenkins.
1984 to present—Donna, 

Amy and Matt, children 

of Don and Kathy, have 

worked part time at The In-

dex. Grandchildren Kaylee 

Christian and Brandon Her-

ring have worked part time 

at The Index, and the other 

five grandchildren of Don 

and Kathy Ginnings, Anna 

Ginnings, Emily Christian, 

Brady Herring, Katie Gin-

nings and Clayton Ginnings, 

have spent considerable time 

in the newspaper, including 

performing basic tasks such 

as stuffing sections or helping 

with the mail bags.

Generation Tabulation:

1. James and Isaac Wilson

2. George Wilson, son of 

Isaac
3. F. Marion Wilson, son 

of George
4. Ulysses Elmer Wilson, 

son of F. Marion Wilson

5. Willa Mae (Wilson), 

daughter of U. E. Wilson

6. Kathy (Jenkins) Gin-

nings, daughter of Earl and 

Willa Mae (Wilson) Jenkins

7. Donna (Ginnings), Amy 

(Ginnings) Herrings, and 

Matt Ginnings, children of 

Don and Kathy (Jenkins) 

Ginnings. 

8. Grandchildren of Don 

and Kathy Ginnings: Kaylee 

Christian, Brandon Herring, 

Anna Ginnings, Emily Chris-

tian, Brady Herring, Katie 

Ginnings and Clayton Gin-

nings.
The Index Ownership

July 1885 - Partners Wil-

liam McCracken and F. Mar-

HERMITAGE

EXTRA EXTRA! Read all about it!Promoting the Community. Preserving a Record. Pushing Forward

Serving Hickory County and the Lake Pomme de Terre Area • Established 1885

The Eldon Advertiser was 

first published on June 11, 

1894.
It wasn’t always easy get-

ting the weekly newspaper 

printed.
It was printed on wallpaper 

at one time due to a shortage 

of newsprint.
It had to be cranked out 

by hand one issue because of 

failure of the printing press’ 

gasoline engine.

It has been printed every 

week without missing an issue 

since its beginning.
Ownership of the news-

paper has remained in two 

families for most of its history.

The Eldon Advertiser was 

founded by N.J. Shepherd 

and J.R. Helfrich shortly after 

the Aurora Springs Messen-

ger, first published in 1887, 

was moved to Tuscumbia. El-

don had a population of 379 

at the time.
Helfrich’s interest was pur-

chased by N.J. Shepherd’s 

son Rawleigh, and daughter 

Maude.
In 1094, Ed Shepherd be-

come the sole owner of The 

Advertiser when he purchased 

the paper from his brother 

and sister. Ed Shepherd sold 

The Advertiser to Mr. and 

Mrs. M.C. Dionne in 1945. In 

1946, the Dionne’s sold the 

paper to Mr. and Mrs. Carl 

Winter.
Wallace Vernon became a 

partner in 1948, and he and 

his wife Marjorie bought the 

Winters’ interest in 1953. The 

Vernons subsequently formed 

Vernon Publishing, Inc. and 

over the next 30 years ac-

quired newspapers in Tus-

cumbia, Versailles, Stover, 

Tipton, and Hermitage, and 

started a newspaper in Laurie.

Wallace and Marjorie’s 

son Dane, and Dane’s wife 

Sharene, began acquiring 

shares of stock in the corpo-

ration in 1979. Dane assumed 

presidency of Vernon Pub-

lishing, Inc. in 1992.
On Dec. 22, 2006, Dane 

and Sharene Vernon pur-

chased all remaining shares 

and became sole owners of 

Vernon Publishing, Inc.
In 2011, Dane and Sharene’s 

son Trevor, and Trevor’s wife 

Molly, began purchasing 

shares of Vernon Publishing, 

Inc., becoming the third gen-

eration of the Vernon family 

in the newspaper publishing 

business.
In the early years, The 

Advertiser was printed on a 

hand-cranked press, two pag-

es at a time. Two of the pages 

were pre-printed with nation-

al news and advertising in St. 

Louis. The local news was 

printed on the other pages in 

Eldon. All type was hand set 

one letter at at time. A four-

page press was installed in 

1910, and was used until 1945.

In 1915, Ed Shepherd pur-

chased an Intertype machine 

for $2,000 which cast a full 

line of type at one time. In 

1926 The Advertiser moved 

from its first home on First 

Street just west of Mill Street 

to 16 South Maple where it 

remained until July 4, 1960, 

when the office was moved 

into a new building at the 

present location at 409 South 

Maple. With the move also 

came a roll-fed Duplex press.

In March, 1968, the Du-

plex press was replaced with a 

2-unit Goss 8-page web press 

capable of printing 12,000 

papers per hour. Two more 

printing units were added in 

subsequent years bringing the 

page capacity to 16 pages. 

Two additional printing units 

and a larger folding unit went 

on line in 2000, bringing the 

page capacity to 24 pages and 

increasing the press speed to 

18,000 per hour.
Typesetting has progressed 

from hot metal through cold 

strike-on type machines, to 

phototypesetting machines, 

and finally to computers and 

laser printers. Photography 

has advanced from black and 

white film developed in a 

darkroom to digital images 

stored on computers.
In March, 2000 The Adver-

tiser switched from once-a-

week publication on Thursday 

to twice-a-week publication 

on Tuesday and Friday. The 

switch only lasted 16 months. 

The newspaper went back to 

once-a-week publication on 

Thursday, July 5, 2001.

ELDON

The Eldon Advertiser has staying power

It was during the depres-

sion and distress of that pe-

riod (the panic of 1873 and 

the slow recovery afterwards), 

that a stranger, unheralded, 

appeared in Tipton with the 

avowed purpose of establish-

ing a newspaper. He made no 

concealment of the fact that 

he was without capital, but 

this deficiency was overcome 

by determination and energy.

According to the story of 

oldtimers, this stranger, while 

of rather pleasing and intel-

ligent appearance, was poorly 

garbed; in fact, notwithstand-

ing it was winter, he wore a 

straw hat and linen duster. 

This unique character was 

the Rev. Abel Marcy, hailing 

from Tumkhannock, Pa. Un-

like most men seeking finan-

cial assistance in a business 

venture, Mr. Marcy did not go 

to men of reputed wealth, but 

began holding meetings in the 

churches and school houses 

where he preached or deliv-

ered temperance lectures, 

or gave readings as seemed 

best adapted to the locality 

and the time. After furnish-

ing the evening’s entertain-

ment, he explained his project 

and enrolled as subscribers 

to an unborn newspaper, all 

those who were interested 

and were willing to part with 

their coin in faith, and made 

friends with many others. It 

was through this travail and 

patient persistent effort, The 

Tipton Times was born.

The first office of The Times 

was housed in the upper story 

of a frame building standing 

at the west end of Moniteau 

Street. The office was reached 

by an open stairway on the 

outside of the building.

Abel Marcy died a few years 

later and was succeeded by 

his children, James L. and 

Beverly Marcy, who followed 

their father in death just a few 

years later. Their mother be-

came publisher, hiring others 

to do the actual work.

In 1885, Walt M. Monroe 

moved to Tipton from a farm 

and assumed control of the 

newspaper, facing the task 

of resurrecting a near-dying 

business. After 12 years he 

sold the paper to his son, Rus-

sell Monroe, and Joe H. God-

dard, and in 1901 Russell sold 

his interest to Goddard. God-

dard published the newspaper 

with his wife, Clara, until his 

death, and in August 1907, 

The Tipton Times was pur-

chased from Mrs. Goddard by 

Everett Pizer.
In addition to building the 

subscription list and making 

improvements to the linotype 

equipment and presses being 

used to produce the newspa-

per (due to the arrival of elec-

tricity to Tipton), Pizer moved 

the office to a two-story brick 

building purchased in 1920 

at 123 W. Moniteau Street. 

Everett’s son, E. N. “Norris” 

Pizer joined him in the busi-

ness at that time. He suc-

ceeded his father as publisher 

when the elder Pizer died in 

1950 with a newspaper career 

that spanned 63 years.

Norris Pizer was active in 

the community, having mem-

bership in several local civic 

organizations and serving on 

several boards, including the 

Tipton School Board. Norris 

followed his father’s philoso-

phy of community newspa-

pering, “It isn’t so much what 

you put into a paper, it’s what 

you leave out that counts.”

 In 1969 Norris 

Pizer sold the newspaper 

TIPTON

Where the Stage Met the Rail
ESTABLISHED IN 1875

Owned and operated locally by Vernon Publishing, Lake Media is the trusted source for news and information cov-ering Lake of the Ozarks.
Publications include:The Lake Sun: Twice a week newspaper with local news, sports, and lifestyle content.
    Lake Lifestyles magazine: By-monthly, high-end maga-zine with features that include dining, golf, homes, enter-tainment, and recreation.Vacation News: Distributed every other week in season, once a month in the winter. All the events, entertainment, theater & arts, and other fun things happening at the Lake.Also often includes a special Real Estate section.Boats: A niche product that is distributed monthly with information from local ma-

rine dealers.
Award-winning editorial writers bring a level of experi-ence and professionalism that ensures readers can rely on content. Articles provide visi-tors and residents informa-tion about what’s happening at Lake of the Ozarks.Business that advertise in Lake Lifestyles magazine get results. Our marketing con-sultant can help you custom-ize your a plan and help you explore a variety of marketing vehicles offered through Lake Media.

The History of the Lake Sun
The first newspaper was the Stet. Next came the Cam-den County Rustic, the Vil-lage Echo, the Enterprise, and then the Reveille in 1879.Old Linn Creek was home to the county seat and an 

important river town in the 1800’s.  The Reveille News-paper was founded in 1879.  J. W. Vincent, at age twenty, was its first editor and con-tinued its operations for the next fifty-four years.  He later served as a state representa-tive and mayor of Linn Creek.  J. W. Vincent and his father hauled the hand-operated Acorn Press from Tuscumbia to Old Linn Creek by wagon and a mule team.  The press is now on display at the Camden County Museum in New Linn Creek.   
As a journalist, Mr. Vincent worked with Horace Greeley of the New York Tribune and served under the employment of Jefferson Davis. Vincent favored the Union during the Civil War and moved north from Mississippi.The Reveille Building was completed and the first edi-

tion from the new location was April 11, 1931.  After J. W. Vincent’s death the newspaper sold to Clint Webb in 1933 and then in 1937 G. T. Richards pur-chased the Reveille.In the early 1990’s the Rev-eille became The Lake Sun 

Leader.  
Daniel Boone Osborn (de-scendant of Daniel Boone) brought the “Rustic” news-paper to Old Linn Creek in 1902, then moved the paper to Macks Creek.  His slogan was “I know not what the truth may be, I tell it as twas 

told to me”. The Leader was destroyed in 1924 by a fire that devastated a large part of Macks Creek business area.  In May of 1935 the “Central Missouri Leader” moved to Camdenton. The Leader was then sold to Reveille Publish-ing.

LAKE OF THE OZARKS

The trusted source for Lake area news

SERVING THE LAKE OF THE OZARKS REGION SINCE 1879

The Index was estab-

lished in 1885 and has had 

four generations of Kathy 

Ginnings’ family involved in 

its operation, and a total of 

eight generations involved in 

newspaper publishing here in 

Hickory County.

Generational chronology:

1869—Hickory County’s 

first newspaper began un-

der the ownership of James 

R. Wilson, assisted by his 

brother Isaac and Isaac’s son 

George. 

1885—George’s son, F. 

Marion Wilson, established 

The Index, purchased or es-

tablished several other news-

papers, and bought, sold or 

consolidated newspapers 

in the county, including the 

Hickory County Mirror, New 

Era, Hermitage Gazette, 

Hickory County Democrat, 

Hickory County Herald and 

Hickory County Republi-

can. The newspapers went 

through a series of consoli-

dations, name changes and 

separations into individual 

publications with several in-

dividual and partnership op-

erations.
1919—Ulysses Elmer Wil-

son, son of F. Marion Wilson, 

purchased The Index and op-

erated it with his wife, Nellie 

Mae.
1932—U.E. Wilson died, 

and his daughter, Willa Mae 

Wilson, began her duties as 

editor to assist her mother.

1947—Earl and Willa Mae 

(Wilson) Jenkins purchased 

The Index from her mother, 

Nellie Mae Wilson, widow of 

U. E. Wilson.

1971—Don and Kathy (Jen-

kins) Ginnings joined The 

Index as partners with her 

parents, Earl and Willa Mae 

Jenkins.
1984 to present—Donna, 

Amy and Matt, children 

of Don and Kathy, have 

worked part time at The In-

dex. Grandchildren Kaylee 

Christian and Brandon Her-

ring have worked part time 

at The Index, and the other 

five grandchildren of Don 

and Kathy Ginnings, Anna 

Ginnings, Emily Christian, 

Brady Herring, Katie Gin-

nings and Clayton Ginnings, 

have spent considerable time 

in the newspaper, including 

performing basic tasks such 

as stuffing sections or helping 

with the mail bags.

Generation Tabulation:

1. James and Isaac Wilson

2. George Wilson, son of 

Isaac
3. F. Marion Wilson, son 

of George
4. Ulysses Elmer Wilson, 

son of F. Marion Wilson

5. Willa Mae (Wilson), 

daughter of U. E. Wilson

6. Kathy (Jenkins) Gin-

nings, daughter of Earl and 

Willa Mae (Wilson) Jenkins

7. Donna (Ginnings), Amy 

(Ginnings) Herrings, and 

Matt Ginnings, children of 

Don and Kathy (Jenkins) 

Ginnings. 

8. Grandchildren of Don 

and Kathy Ginnings: Kaylee 

Christian, Brandon Herring, 

Anna Ginnings, Emily Chris-

tian, Brady Herring, Katie 

Ginnings and Clayton Gin-

nings.
The Index Ownership

July 1885 - Partners Wil-

liam McCracken and F. Mar-
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The Eldon Advertiser was 

first published on June 11, 

1894.
It wasn’t always easy get-

ting the weekly newspaper 

printed.
It was printed on wallpaper 

at one time due to a shortage 

of newsprint.
It had to be cranked out 

by hand one issue because of 

failure of the printing press’ 

gasoline engine.

It has been printed every 

week without missing an issue 

since its beginning.
Ownership of the news-

paper has remained in two 

families for most of its history.

The Eldon Advertiser was 

founded by N.J. Shepherd 

and J.R. Helfrich shortly after 

the Aurora Springs Messen-

ger, first published in 1887, 

was moved to Tuscumbia. El-

don had a population of 379 

at the time.
Helfrich’s interest was pur-

chased by N.J. Shepherd’s 

son Rawleigh, and daughter 

Maude.
In 1094, Ed Shepherd be-

come the sole owner of The 

Advertiser when he purchased 

the paper from his brother 

and sister. Ed Shepherd sold 

The Advertiser to Mr. and 

Mrs. M.C. Dionne in 1945. In 

1946, the Dionne’s sold the 

paper to Mr. and Mrs. Carl 

Winter.
Wallace Vernon became a 

partner in 1948, and he and 

his wife Marjorie bought the 

Winters’ interest in 1953. The 

Vernons subsequently formed 

Vernon Publishing, Inc. and 

over the next 30 years ac-

quired newspapers in Tus-

cumbia, Versailles, Stover, 

Tipton, and Hermitage, and 

started a newspaper in Laurie.

Wallace and Marjorie’s 

son Dane, and Dane’s wife 

Sharene, began acquiring 

shares of stock in the corpo-

ration in 1979. Dane assumed 

presidency of Vernon Pub-

lishing, Inc. in 1992.
On Dec. 22, 2006, Dane 

and Sharene Vernon pur-

chased all remaining shares 

and became sole owners of 

Vernon Publishing, Inc.
In 2011, Dane and Sharene’s 

son Trevor, and Trevor’s wife 

Molly, began purchasing 

shares of Vernon Publishing, 

Inc., becoming the third gen-

eration of the Vernon family 

in the newspaper publishing 

business.
In the early years, The 

Advertiser was printed on a 

hand-cranked press, two pag-

es at a time. Two of the pages 

were pre-printed with nation-

al news and advertising in St. 

Louis. The local news was 

printed on the other pages in 

Eldon. All type was hand set 

one letter at at time. A four-

page press was installed in 

1910, and was used until 1945.

In 1915, Ed Shepherd pur-

chased an Intertype machine 

for $2,000 which cast a full 

line of type at one time. In 

1926 The Advertiser moved 

from its first home on First 

Street just west of Mill Street 

to 16 South Maple where it 

remained until July 4, 1960, 

when the office was moved 

into a new building at the 

present location at 409 South 

Maple. With the move also 

came a roll-fed Duplex press.

In March, 1968, the Du-

plex press was replaced with a 

2-unit Goss 8-page web press 

capable of printing 12,000 

papers per hour. Two more 

printing units were added in 

subsequent years bringing the 

page capacity to 16 pages. 

Two additional printing units 

and a larger folding unit went 

on line in 2000, bringing the 

page capacity to 24 pages and 

increasing the press speed to 

18,000 per hour.
Typesetting has progressed 

from hot metal through cold 

strike-on type machines, to 

phototypesetting machines, 

and finally to computers and 

laser printers. Photography 

has advanced from black and 

white film developed in a 

darkroom to digital images 

stored on computers.
In March, 2000 The Adver-

tiser switched from once-a-

week publication on Thursday 

to twice-a-week publication 

on Tuesday and Friday. The 

switch only lasted 16 months. 

The newspaper went back to 

once-a-week publication on 

Thursday, July 5, 2001.

ELDON

The Eldon Advertiser has staying power

It was during the depres-

sion and distress of that pe-

riod (the panic of 1873 and 

the slow recovery afterwards), 

that a stranger, unheralded, 

appeared in Tipton with the 

avowed purpose of establish-

ing a newspaper. He made no 

concealment of the fact that 

he was without capital, but 

this deficiency was overcome 

by determination and energy.

According to the story of 

oldtimers, this stranger, while 

of rather pleasing and intel-

ligent appearance, was poorly 

garbed; in fact, notwithstand-

ing it was winter, he wore a 

straw hat and linen duster. 

This unique character was 

the Rev. Abel Marcy, hailing 

from Tumkhannock, Pa. Un-

like most men seeking finan-

cial assistance in a business 

venture, Mr. Marcy did not go 

to men of reputed wealth, but 

began holding meetings in the 

churches and school houses 

where he preached or deliv-

ered temperance lectures, 

or gave readings as seemed 

best adapted to the locality 

and the time. After furnish-

ing the evening’s entertain-

ment, he explained his project 

and enrolled as subscribers 

to an unborn newspaper, all 

those who were interested 

and were willing to part with 

their coin in faith, and made 

friends with many others. It 

was through this travail and 

patient persistent effort, The 

Tipton Times was born.

The first office of The Times 

was housed in the upper story 

of a frame building standing 

at the west end of Moniteau 

Street. The office was reached 

by an open stairway on the 

outside of the building.

Abel Marcy died a few years 

later and was succeeded by 

his children, James L. and 

Beverly Marcy, who followed 

their father in death just a few 

years later. Their mother be-

came publisher, hiring others 

to do the actual work.

In 1885, Walt M. Monroe 

moved to Tipton from a farm 

and assumed control of the 

newspaper, facing the task 

of resurrecting a near-dying 

business. After 12 years he 

sold the paper to his son, Rus-

sell Monroe, and Joe H. God-

dard, and in 1901 Russell sold 

his interest to Goddard. God-

dard published the newspaper 

with his wife, Clara, until his 

death, and in August 1907, 

The Tipton Times was pur-

chased from Mrs. Goddard by 

Everett Pizer.
In addition to building the 

subscription list and making 

improvements to the linotype 

equipment and presses being 

used to produce the newspa-

per (due to the arrival of elec-

tricity to Tipton), Pizer moved 

the office to a two-story brick 

building purchased in 1920 

at 123 W. Moniteau Street. 

Everett’s son, E. N. “Norris” 

Pizer joined him in the busi-

ness at that time. He suc-

ceeded his father as publisher 

when the elder Pizer died in 

1950 with a newspaper career 

that spanned 63 years.

Norris Pizer was active in 

the community, having mem-

bership in several local civic 

organizations and serving on 

several boards, including the 

Tipton School Board. Norris 

followed his father’s philoso-

phy of community newspa-

pering, “It isn’t so much what 

you put into a paper, it’s what 

you leave out that counts.”

 In 1969 Norris 

Pizer sold the newspaper 

TIPTON

Where the Stage Met the Rail
ESTABLISHED IN 1875

Owned and operated locally by Vernon Publishing, Lake Media is the trusted source for news and information cov-ering Lake of the Ozarks.
Publications include:The Lake Sun: Twice a week newspaper with local news, sports, and lifestyle content.
    Lake Lifestyles magazine: By-monthly, high-end maga-zine with features that include dining, golf, homes, enter-tainment, and recreation.Vacation News: Distributed every other week in season, once a month in the winter. All the events, entertainment, theater & arts, and other fun things happening at the Lake.Also often includes a special Real Estate section.Boats: A niche product that is distributed monthly with information from local ma-

rine dealers.
Award-winning editorial writers bring a level of experi-ence and professionalism that ensures readers can rely on content. Articles provide visi-tors and residents informa-tion about what’s happening at Lake of the Ozarks.Business that advertise in Lake Lifestyles magazine get results. Our marketing con-sultant can help you custom-ize your a plan and help you explore a variety of marketing vehicles offered through Lake Media.

The History of the Lake Sun
The first newspaper was the Stet. Next came the Cam-den County Rustic, the Vil-lage Echo, the Enterprise, and then the Reveille in 1879.Old Linn Creek was home to the county seat and an 

important river town in the 1800’s.  The Reveille News-paper was founded in 1879.  J. W. Vincent, at age twenty, was its first editor and con-tinued its operations for the next fifty-four years.  He later served as a state representa-tive and mayor of Linn Creek.  J. W. Vincent and his father hauled the hand-operated Acorn Press from Tuscumbia to Old Linn Creek by wagon and a mule team.  The press is now on display at the Camden County Museum in New Linn Creek.   
As a journalist, Mr. Vincent worked with Horace Greeley of the New York Tribune and served under the employment of Jefferson Davis. Vincent favored the Union during the Civil War and moved north from Mississippi.The Reveille Building was completed and the first edi-

tion from the new location was April 11, 1931.  After J. W. Vincent’s death the newspaper sold to Clint Webb in 1933 and then in 1937 G. T. Richards pur-chased the Reveille.In the early 1990’s the Rev-eille became The Lake Sun 

Leader.  
Daniel Boone Osborn (de-scendant of Daniel Boone) brought the “Rustic” news-paper to Old Linn Creek in 1902, then moved the paper to Macks Creek.  His slogan was “I know not what the truth may be, I tell it as twas 

told to me”. The Leader was destroyed in 1924 by a fire that devastated a large part of Macks Creek business area.  In May of 1935 the “Central Missouri Leader” moved to Camdenton. The Leader was then sold to Reveille Publish-ing.

LAKE OF THE OZARKS

The trusted source for Lake area news

SERVING THE LAKE OF THE OZARKS REGION SINCE 1879

vernon
PUBLISHING PUBLISHING

PUBLISHING

Eldon 
573-392-5658

Tipton 
660-433-5721

Hermitage 
417-745-6404

Osage Beach 
573-346-2132
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#1 Coffee Shop

Thank You
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2024

1#

404 E 4th St, Eldon, MO 65026
(573) 569-3916

facebook.com/BrewBrothersCup

Serving Coffee,
Building 

Community



READERS CHOICE  |  2024  THE ADVERTISER |  eldonadvertiser.com16

Office: 573.302.0354  
www.LakeOzarkRoofing.com

If It Needs a Roof - 
We Can Roof It.

From the Dog House 
to Your House

• Licensed 
• Workman’s Comp 

Insurance
• Locally Owned & 

Operated
• Complete Roof 

Replacement
• Storm (Wind & Hail) 

Damage
• Repairs
• New Construction

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE ESTIMATES
& INSPECTIONS

ROOFPRO
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