Filled With
Our Gratltude

Merry CHRISTmas
from all of us at

Alan, Santos, Beth, Ken, “Z”, Sherrie, Joanie,
Lulu, Debbie, Danielle, Ashley, and Cindy

SFoods|

“‘Always Cow
L Price Store
—

IHG)I;lI'I'DAY GREETINGS

‘

FROM OUR HOHE TO YOURS

...go our very best wishes for a happy holiday and a wonderful year.
Thanks for your visits in 2021. We look forward to seeing you again soon.

a N HERMITAGE | Dec 23...... Close at Noon
HERMITAGE LUMBEH Dec. 25 & 26......Closed
. vl Jan T Closed all day

LUMBER Bl

Wishing you and your family a
joyous Holiday season
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Funeral Home
CFl FEBTRATING LIFE FOR YOULIR 11

40'? E. Broadway
~ Bolivar, MO
'1’11—325—5133

‘As we count the days untrl Chrrstmas WE s

';ére moved!tolcountithelmany/blessingsthis *

. “year has brought!us. Our’'hearts arefilled".
with gratitude for theifellowshipand suppont
of ourgood friends;neighbors and custom- /;
ers herelinitheicommunity-\Welare honored |
by youritiustinius, and weiconsideritia
phivilegeite senvelyou.
Mayiyour, holrday season and thelcoming © *
- yearbemichiin'happiness) healthrand,good?
fortune Merry Christmasitolyoutand yours!s

'CENTURY 21
21 Peterson Real Estate

417-7145-6798

2 Merry
= {j_hnstmas'

Please welcome!

Ashlie Culbertson
Hickory County Agent
(417) 745-6959

r - rmsu&quﬂ‘g

With gratitude and best wishes
from our entire staff.

Cantlon-Otterness
& Viets
Funeral Home

www.cantlonotterness.com

931 W. Main St., Buffalo, MO 65622
417-345-2211
210 W. Broadway, Urbana, MO 6578
417-993-5133 A
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Remember
the reason
for the season!

We look forward to seeing you in 2024!

A-Plus Glass Co.

Auto Glass Replacement & Repair
Wheatland, Mo. = 417-282-5931

"Best wishes for

a great holiday
season
from

Baldwin Automotive, LL
417-745-1322

#------

NN

We’re so grate I! I

your frlendshlp
and geediwill.
Customers Ilke you are
Witrulyfatgift and wejpvalue

your'loyal patrorﬁae.

CFanTey’s Tire & Lube

ﬂ/yy_ 54, Weaubleau 417-428-34118

Have a Wonderful,
pest free Holiday!

Yo CeeCeesmth,J
ckory County ClrcwtCIerk T

j\ Christmas Wlsﬂ i
forYou

May your holiday season be trimmed with good cheer; ;i

And adorned with friends from far and near; N

Garnished with happiness, wrapped up in love,

- And enjoyed with the blessings
3 Of the good Lord above!

Merry Christmas!
County Assessor
Clint Baker

Sarah, Am'Ber, Trisha

Crwrlete Termitle & Pest ool
Medid & Mifelew Elimirestion

41?-5314]1?5

your
support of
to be part
of this
community.

/ * VFW Post 9638
- and
Auxiliary

and

[
Season's Best from Merry Christmas & Happy New

Deems Equipment

ALUMA « SCAG TURF EQUIPMENT « HUSTLER

Highway 254 « Galmey, Missouri
Pomme de Terre Lake
417- 282 6172 * Office * 417-399-0842 « Cell

F ’ WISHING YOu
*

From our faml ly to yours...
We wish you the finest
holiday season!

COUNTRYSIDE VETERINARY
SMALL ANIMAL CLINIC

Come visit us at our new home!!
You'll love it!

4163 HWY 13
Bolivar, MO 65613 g

holiday season!

s @ENGMNH MEEHANID‘IL

(417) 326-7297
(417) 326-(PAWS)

Bruce Hood,
DVM

our activities!
(ATl \lerry Christmas

Happy New Year.

Y

‘3@: Stop by and
see us. Located
at Hwy. 83 & V.

Tony Cushman )%&
Tyler « Jacob ¢ Lindsey ¢ Kathy

e Dustin « Daleen ¢ Isiah « Steve % ¢ |
A-Plus Transmissi ?E:

10
1111 Hwy. PP, Flemington %:

417-253-4050

L]

)
Year to you and yours durlng this l ,} ‘\ ,3 i‘

B17-722-4442
- wl

Thanks so much for dropping in
on us this year. We look forward
to continued friendship.

417-326-2997 « Bolivar, MO
Levin Roweton, DVM ¢ Lindsey Roweton, DVM
“Large and Small Animal Medicine & Surgery”

%m ply;

-

\Wia hope your

MERRY

holldaﬂ‘s / “
(IICHRISTMAQ

Wderful'

Dale Chaney, = 417-77i(51064

Y £ wY e
Werny Christmay -
Wishing everyone a happy

holiday season from the
management and staff of -

BENTLEY TITLE é %
GUARANTY INC.

Public Square » 23630 Polk St.§
Hermitage 745-6626 "

Venesa,Janet
Connie & Christine

P roviding your insurance needs is our number one priority.
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve you.

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a wondlerful
New Year !
23678 Polk St. Hermitage, MO

CENTRAL

INSUWE

{fd 7)745-6356

Gail Freed -Natasha Lawrence -Nancy Hensley

Kierry ChY'lStWIOS te Al



Thanks for alowing us to assist
you with your tax, financial and
accounting needs.

We look

forward to

serving you

In 2023!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Juanita Smith

96 New Hermitage Drive ¢ Hermitage
417-745-6956
. H&R BLOCK®

On 0 B:a
erry Christmas

from all of us...to all of you!

& Hermitage Coffee Shop

On.the square m.Hermltage 417- 745i%448

Merrysehristinas!

HECKAMG

~ COUNTRY

STONME
SHEWYASZRVheatland

Translation: Christmas is a season of
caring and includes all creatures!

. . c___Ww— o- -

Merry Christmas
*

T Hg ow T

from
Four Legs & Fur (
Animal Society

Watch for
information
on upcoming
fundraisers!

-
e

LIGHTFOOT HARDWARE
Terry and Anita Turner
West Side of the Square, Hermitage — 417-745-6630

/BOW Wow & Meow Meow\

_ ,Lgf /e M "
FROM ALL OF US AT NEMO LANES };Eﬁ

24848 Highway NN

| Hermitage, MO 65668

www.nemolanes.com | 417-993-4274
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We’re All
REVVED UP...

to wish you a very
Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year!
Customers like you are
the driving force behind

our success, and we thank
you for choosing us.

BUCK'S

Service Center _;
Highway 54, Wheatland >~
(417) 282-5832
Dennis "Buck", Tamaira,
Courteney and Devin

" I'mlooking forward to )
seeing you at all the events at
the Lucas Oil Speedway
In 2024!

- Harriet

Merry Cgfzristmas

\ Happy New Year!

Happy
Holldays'

McCarty Senior Center
—Wheatland—

;5
r From all of us at the

Asyou revel in the true meaning
of Christmas, we hopeit castsa
-, wonderful light on the year ahead.

g
g el
nﬂ"ﬂﬂ
i
1.!5'“:"..

[l
ﬁ £ Larry and Linda
g

Wilson

Rick Pear son

Hickory County
West Side
Commissioner

CH RISTMAS |
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

from all of us at

)

-4 ZWeaubIeau Farmers Exchangeg .

Hwy. 54, Weaubleau
417-428-3336

RMERRY
CHRISTMAS

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!I
DUIKE TRANSPORTATION LLC

Wheatland, MO = 816-560-1260

P-3C

HAIR TECH
N

745-2441

Thanks for choosing us
for your hair care
and nail needs this
holiday season!
Looking forward
to serving you in 2024!

Mefry Christmas and Happy New Yar!

Starr Garrison Miller, Owner/Operator
Monica Owen, Operator

'armans Home Furnis
Humansville, MO « (417) 754

INgSs

Vierry rry Christmas from

HICKORY COUNTY FARMERS MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY

Office—South Side of the Hermitage Square

INSURING:
FARMS,
HOMES,

AND
MOBILE
i HOMES

Box 132 + Hermitage, MO 65668
417-745-6722

\ gz
N\
From our family ",

to yours

Everyone's busy
trimming the tree,
It's Christmas with the
family.

We wish you all the
best of cheer,

A merry Christmas and
a great New Year!

~Kenny Ratliff
Hickory County Treasurer
Renae, Chase, Jenna,
Addison, and Hudson

from the

Nemo Bargain Barn
Nemo, Mo ® 417-733-5924 sul

May this holy season show you the way
to peace, happiness and contentment.

I would like to wish everyone a safe and joyous Christmas
season and a wonderful year in 2024.

Pam Hutton

Hickory County Recorder
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From our family
to yours...

Merry
Christmas!

Insurance

el 1 v AT RACTOR;
and Machine Service Inc.

S 207 NW 160 Suite A, Clinton, MO 64735
Repair Shop: 660-885-4480 - Fax: 660-885-4082
www.cooktractorinc.com

Happy Holidays
from

Will, Mike, Andy, CIiff, Merle,

Tyler, Bill, and Samantha

P-4C

May the spirit of the season fill your heart and home with
love. We wish you a wonderful Christmas and a year filled
with peace, prosperity, good health and good fortune.

Ve rry Christma 3

& From your County Clerk's office!

With gratitude and best wishes
from our entire staff.

Cantlon-Otterness
& Viets
Funeral Home

www.cantlonotterness.com

931 W. Main St., Buffalo, MO 65622
417- 345 2211
210 W. Broadway, Urbana, MO 6578
417-993-5133 .

The halls are decked, the tree is trimmed,

the cookies are baked, the shopping is through...

Now all that’s left for us to do,
is share our thanks with all of you!

Merry Christmas, friends, and
thanks for your loyal patronage.
We wish you all the best!

Hwy. 54 West, El Dorado Springs. MO
417-876-4751 « www.fugatemotors.com

Wilson & Holt Appraisals, Inc.

Certified Real Estate Appraiser

TariaHolt+417-770-2118

There’s No Place Like
Home for the Holidays

We’re so grateful to be celebrating here with all of you!
With our thanks and happiest wishes.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!

" Premier Real Estate Group
11519 US Hwy. 54, Weaubleau, Mo  417-428-3127

!.-‘I

§ g
L -"'_ L

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas

Ron Jenkins

Accounting & Tax Preparation Since 1962
South Side of Square, Hermitage

417-745-2328

... and look
forward to
seeing you

in the
New Year.

ooooooooooooooo

“5?3
Best wishes
fora terriﬁgf*éf

202411 T

Thank you for your business and friendship
throughout the year.

Brandi Miller
23449 US Hwy. 54
Hermitage, MO 65668

417-745-6309 (Call or Text)
BrandiMiller@Shelterlnsurance.com

SHELTER
INSURANCE

AUTO « HOME « LIFE

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
Shelterlnsurance.com

Wise Men Still Seek HIm

Wishing you and your family a Christmas
filled with all the joy that Christ can give.

Pastor Don Kelderhouse and the congregation

Preston Bible Baptist Church

On the square in Preston, Hwy. 54 & D
Sunday School - 10 a.m. = Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
417-766-4317

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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M May His peace be both your 48
gift at Christmas and your

B blessing all through the New Year.

117045 Ol |

% éjoeea/waé( R

Lﬁq ONE NIGHT umr _'

[ﬂﬂlﬁ TMAS ELF 100
: AND
__ | REINDEER PRO PULLING >

¥ Merry C'hnsi‘mas from ﬂur

o

e I\/Ier_ry
= Christmas

May the spirit of Christmas
reside in your heart wherever
you spend the holiday season.

For the time you've spent
with us this year, we are
sincerely grateful.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year
from all of usat

IKathy
Stanley

Real Estate, Inc.

Jim Hackett
Hickory County Associate Judge
and Family

Happy HoLLda s from

HERMITAGE
PROFESSIONAL

North Corner of the Square
Hermitage, Missouri

417-745-2136

We hope your holiday is filled with lots of good stuff, happiness,
friendship, peace, gratitude, goodwill, and more of your favorite things!
Merry Christmas and thanks for choosing us!

Christmas Eve

Thanks to our loyal Service
customers for your Sunday, Dec. 24 - 6 pm

co nti“ued Support. » The evening will include a children’s

program, and Christmas carols

Wishing you a happy
holiday season. We look forward to

@[e{ OZARKS COMMUNITY SEEIHQ you in 2024-

HEALTH CENTER

C MEDICAL - DENTAL - BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Sunday School —9:30 am
Fellowship — 10 am
Sunday Worship — 10:30 am

H itkﬂ r}f Bn u nty T i tl E c n m p a ny Zéérl(i)rsii ﬁg;pel is located on 65 Hwy.

Skyline High School

OFFERING PRIMARY MEDICAL, DENTAL AND
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FOR ALL AGES! HW}' 254 Hermltage M'D
[ ! ! |

www.ozarkschc.com

Hermitage | Urb.ana | Boli.var | Greenfield 41?‘?#5'2331 ‘mm‘m




Merry
Christmas
from

3(

L
rlb\/la‘}.ﬁ—.r;#s;eason be filled
V\?ith onge, laughter, fam-
ily, and joy!

Wéf"cannot wait to report
on t-h% e communities events
in the-comlng year.

Our office will be closed
Ch rlstmg Day, and New
Years Day

Merr

Cbrlslm S
From

Jack & Hanl

2
S

)’l

In& H L ANDFSERVIGES, LLC

PROEESSIONAL LAND SURVEYING

(4

S eI o
andwarmestwishes

From the office of your
Hickory County Prosecuting Attorney
Daniel Dysart & Darla Mueller

mﬁMer&rya@h ISt _
= h,__F.;_m_'
.u-r‘ne l’lH4

B T

4 —
-

C m—_
——

":‘

o

. —

;**'66*:5__

Tuesday Saturda e

= 0:30/am~t0’4: *————11-—

= New Items DaHy'.Come Checkut{@ut'
= | 1Wy54:Weaubleau: M® ——

14884 Centerline Ave,
Cole Camp, M0

Happy New Year

from all of us at

' URBANA STOCKYARDS

Skyler Fisher, Matt Whitney, Gage Gunter, Adam
Whitney, Tanner Kennedy, Coy Crouch, Cody Howe,
Devon Turner, Josh Bohannon

Every Monday
@ noon
833-872-2627.

P-6C
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Merry
Christmas
from,

417) 282-1602

4@, Thanks for stopping by!
5 £FLook forward to seeing
you in 2024!

18812 Jackson

Hermitage, M%_
T

-----

Merry Christmas From Santa's
favorite fitness center,

Be Your Best Fithess
Located at 21993 CR 273A, Wheatland (Galmey)

417-282-5973

417-733-2947
On the square in Hermitage

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 - 4:30
Saturday 77 - 3

R SR P

DALLAS COUNTY
FARMERS EXCHANGE

Urbana . 417-993-4622

Mon. - Fri..8 AM -5 PM. Sat. 8 AM - Noon
1-800-982-5423 - buffalomfa.com

% *Happy Holidays!

~ PeARSON GRAVEL
& DIRT

The Chan Pearson Family , 5§

[+
[1 ]

i Wlshmg yuu
S ieture perfect” holiday N
Brenda Carrison
Garrison's Country Phntngraphj'
o~ ] (417) 993-5466
‘ i. i FﬂIIhr il senior ___:::._;;-.:'5":':""

HRAEY ANETADID

A3 7-282-04E7

Miemry
@hiistas

é/% " e
Lappy New feas

’ v 4 May the magic of the holiday
= season bless you and your

family into happiness and

"= Kawasal © roLams = 7 1k
HOBBYTIME WORLEY
4359 NHLET?EREPI'H RLS} 65613 FARM & LAWN
ws'nrw. hnt:‘lrzﬁkum;mz:::;puﬂs.cnm Eq u i pm e nt

A1T7-TTT-45TH
BOO-508-0703
fax 417-T77-4077

Jafl & Malanie Freaman
Owners

N i 4

F F.{ ‘E"}' éﬁ
Portable Buildings
Carports & Garages
Outdoor Furniture
Storm Shelters
- & MORE...

54BUILDINGS.COM

MERRY CHRISTMAS

BUILDINGS
AND MURE

Wheeler

& AND Livestock Auction
- Osceola, MO« 13 Hwy. at TT Jct.
sf; V. !:I%A,-PP v HE” YEAR BARN 417-646-8102 » Byron Wheeler, Mobile 417-T77-0857
— WEEKLY SALE, THURSDAYS 11 A.M.
h MONTHLY SALE-LAST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH
; 7Lend3 LP‘ Q.Q.Q.Q.Q.Q.O.Q.Q.Q.Q.Q.Q.Q.Q
The Gift That Keeps On Giving b IS
We're so grateful for each of ® ®
our friends here, and for the support ,' M a e ',
everyone has shown us this year. ® °
" . ® (]
f We wish you all a blessed °° ',
- Merry Christmas and ® °
= : Merry  :
0. .O
® (]
o Hopeyour holiday is %
o filled with sugar, spice %
«F and everything nice! %
® . °
° Merry Christmas! s
® (]
® o
° | enjoy eerving.yeu as your > S
. Public Administrator. e o
®e ~Venesa (Holt) Prettyman w o
0‘ ® ©® 6 e 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 o .°
® © © O O 6 e e 6 6 o6 ¢o ¢ o o
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WORDS
N G TS F ROS ST BTITTETSTET RTCMDOK
UMMTYLULTIUHTCT FS ST FSMTFSTLTETDK BOARD
K V KD AEUDU BUTFWTT CMWNU BTITRTE RTR b
Y R GG NWGNUTSUDYOTFUOGTTITF COAT
D O WNUHTITULTLAUTGDTUHTMWGATRMUTF W DOWNHILL
G T CI I HFWGULTA AUOTGUTA ATLTTI DRIFT
0O HS TUTIYTYNTET RS SWUVTFWOTCUVN FLURRIES
UDCA AU HGTI KMWWMMTECETTENTCECTIST FROSTBITE
0 F 0 K I €C US T UNW HIDU KL O G L E FROSTY
U HMSTSVHTFMTFSTENTSBTTET BTYR GUSTS
W KV CVVMULTITYNTGT RT CUOTEUVUBIKD HOLEEY
F B OF OTIUSTUDTGOUU OTDTFTIMWZBTHR MITTENS
C M ETU KU RTTEFWVMGIBYFUTRNTUO S SCARF
D F CRIRU CNTULTMWNTFI RU OSTTYHTCH SHOVEL
L E B I AHGAAYTETHTDTGOUHUUTFKV PR
A K E GO KN NUOGI KT KMTIMMEU HTETDTEU SLED
R S L MBUNTGDTLTETDNTETYGT CMUHYF SNOW
Y M FDHTETDUWTYTFTFUTLTFA ATDTDH TUBE
C CCMTIUDAUTFA ATLTGBTETCVDTU RIA ATGOB s
V F TRKSNTETTTIMYUOIKTLTGOTGCHU WONDERLAND

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

N 6 T sS(E R K
umMmmyYTCT K
K V K D A E R
Y RGYGQ) N W F
d 0o WNNPH I (W)
G T C |Ifd I
0 H S |T|U - N
U D C|A|H C T
0 F 0 |K|I 0 G E
U H MIS)T E B Y |R
W K V C V G V B K U
F B O F O S 0 D B T (H)R
C M E T T F G B Y F R N [0]|S
D F C B C N L W F R O S T Y)H |[C|H
L E E A H G A A Y H D OHUUFIK|V
A 0O KN O G K M I M M HE DIJE|U
R M ® UNODLTEDNTETY G CM HI|Y|F
Y WF DHTETDWTWFFUTLTFATDTUYH
C CCMTIOD E C V(D R A 0 B)
V FTRKGNETTTIMYOKTLTUOTCTHTU

Juntil well mixed. Pour into the prebaked pie crust.

Jand cook over medium heat, stirring frequently, until thick. The timing will depend on how watery the purée is.

Homemade pumpkin pie makesfor a perfect ending to a holiday meal

Millions of people insist no holiday meal is complete without some pie for dessert. Pie served with coffee certainly makes for a fitting end to a holiday meal, and hosts can serve any type
of pie and still end up with some satisfied guests.

Though pie afficionados typically have their own go-to pie, pumpkin pie is especially popular at the holiday dinner table. Hosts who want to cater to the masses can serve up the follow-
ing recipe for “Pumpkin Pie” courtesy of Emily Luchetti’s “Classic Stars Desserts” (Chronicle Books). Featuring homemade pumpkin purée and cream, this recipe is sure to make guests
happy this holiday season.

Pumpkin Pie
Serves 8

3 large eggs

1/2  cup firmly packed light brown sugar
12 cup dark corn syrup

1172 cups heavy whipping cream

1172 cups pumpkin purée, homemade (see below)
1 tablespoon rum

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

34  teaspoon ground ginger

1/2  teaspoon salt

1 prebaked 91/2-inch pie crust

1 recipe chantilly cream (see below)

Preheat the oven to 350 F.
In a large bowl, whisk together the eggs and brown sugar until blended. Add the corn syrup and whisk until smooth. Whisk in the cream, pumpkin purée, rum, cinnamon, ginger, and saltj

Bake until the filling is set, about 30 minutes. Let cool to room temperature. Serve with the chantilly cream.
Chef’s Tip: The pie may be made a day in advance, covered and refrigerated. Bring to room temperature before serving.

Pumpkin Purée
Makes 21/2 cups

21/2 pounds sugar pumpkins
/4 cup water

Preheat the oven to 325 F. Cut each pumpkin into sixths. Scrape out the seeds and any stringy pulp. Put the pumpkin pieces, cut-side up, and the water in a baking pan and cover the pa
with aluminum foil. Bake until soft when pierced with a fork, about 1 hour and 10 minutes. n|
Remove from the oven and, when cool enough to handle, scoop out the flesh with a spoon and purée in a food mill or food processor. If the purée is watery, place it in a large sauté pan|

Let cool, cover and refrigerate until using.

Chantilly Cream
Makes about 21/4 cups

1 cup heavy whipping cream
1/2  teaspoon vanilla extract
1 tablespoon granulated sugar

Put the cream, vanilla and sugar in a bowl and whip by hand with a whisk or with an electric mixer on medium speed until soft peaks begin to form. The cream should hold its shape but
still be very smooth.

Cover and refrigerate until

serving.

Chef’s tip: You can whip the cream an hour or two in advance, cover and refrigerate it. If it sits longer than that, it will start to thin out and you will need to rewhip it lightly before using.
A few quick stirs with a whisk will do the trick.
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Towing & Recovery

\#y | Buckhorn
Land and Home e ‘

Heal Estate

TEAM WISHES YOU A B oo
MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HOLIDAY SEASON!

We Look Forward to Working On
Your Real Estate Needs in 2029!

417-733-7575

UAbeamey MMisseoauA"T
We dose™d warsef 3/ Cear carsses KX
CoeHDs. jeast yyOeer fOoWws?
ToStes Chlrist is R Way. €Re Lredfa aand tGe Cifc

Lockouts, Jumpstarts, Roadside Assistance
Rollbacks, Wreckers, Fifth Wheel Towing.
Heavy Duty, Off Road, and Water Recovery

Liam “Lawson, & Latham
Harryman Family Farm

Merry Christmas!

Wishing vour family the very best this holiday
season and the new year to come. A sincere
thanks to all those who contacted us this year for
their auction and to everyone who attended.

\
SeekHlm
May the light of the

@ristmas star guide
ur way during this holy
sxason and throughout
the new year.

Chance - Sam - Chase

Breshears Pum
Crawford Auction Semce, LLC -~ Danny and Lori
Sam, Chase and Chance Crawford and “» Robert and Bertha |

Thanks for wa?ming our hearts with your friendship and kind sup-
port this year. Neighbors like you make us especially proud to call
this fine community home. Merry Christmas!

Pitts Homes, Pitts Realty,

Holiday cooking for a crowd made easy

A number of things can be expected during the holiday season. Children will anxioudy await visits from Santa and travelers recognize there is bound to be traffic on the roadways and
crowds at the airport. And if you're opening your home to guests, those visitors will be expecting some delicious food.
Meals are abig component of holiday entertaining, so much so that holiday hosts may spend weeks pondering what to serve guests. These guidelines can help ssimplify cooking for acrowd.

Plan make-ahead dishes
Simplifying holiday cooking comes down to spending less time in the kitchen on the day of the festivities. Make-ahead dishes that can be reheated or set in chafing dishes for buffet meals

are preferable. Theréslots of dishes to choose from, including casseroles, stews, soups, and baked pasta dishes. Avoid fresh pasta offerings, like spaghetti and meatballs, for example. L eft-
over noodles will get mushy and will not reheat very well.

Ham is a good choice
Ham is a forgiving dish that is quite popular for holiday gatherings. Many hams come pre-cooked and pre-sliced, so producing a flavorful main course may be just a matter of dressing it
up with seasonings or even using the glaze that often comes with such products.

Cater ameal

Theréscertainly pride that comes with offering guests atable full of home-cooked foods. But the expense, effort and time that goesinto creating a masterful menu can betaxing. If alot of
people are coming for the holidays, hosts can find out which area businesses offer holiday catering packages and consider them. This frees up more time for mingling with guests. And food
establishments often have experience knowing just how much food to have per person, reducing waste and helping hosts avoid having a refrigerator full of leftovers they may or may not eat.

Delegate some tasks

It's alright to ask guests to bring something to the holiday dinner. In fact, they may be eager to pitch in. If someone brings a salad, another an appetizer and others some desserts, then it
is just up to the host to provide the main course and maybe a side or two. This removes a lot of the pressure.

Select familiar foods

Hosts may be tempted to try all of the delicious recipes featured in magazines or online around the holidays. However, sticking with familiar dishes that you have made before reduces the

chances for error. Recipes that can be whipped up by rote will make holiday cooking tasks easier and quicker.
Cooking for a holiday crowd doesn’t have to be difficult, especially when hosts employ a few strategies to simplify meal creation.

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters in the word to spell
something pertaining to Christmas.
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