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TrueLocalBank.com

Within Your Reach!
Don’t let the sun set on your 
dreams of building a home.

Construction loans - new or remodel
Local service and decisions on all loans 
100 years serving Del Norte & the San Luis Valley

ALAMOSA — The next 
commodities distribution 
(TEFAP and CSFP/Everyday 
Eats) for Alamosa County 
will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
26, or as long as the product 
is available at the Alamosa 
Food Bank Warehouse, 8735 
Independence Drive, just 
north of the Department of 
Human Services. This is a drive-
thru distribution. Contact the 
Alamosa Food Bank with any 
questions at 719-589-4567.

A ribbon cutting ceremony 
celebrating the extraordinary 
restoration of the Velhagen 
clock is scheduled for 12 p.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 26. The 
ceremony will be in front of 
609 Main St., where the clock 
will be permanently located.

Alamosa 
Commissioners 

to meet on 
Wednesday

A L A M O S A  —  T h e 
Alamosa County Board of 
Commissioners will hold 
a  regular  meeting on 
Wednesday at 8:30 a.m.

On the Consent Agenda is the 
Unfunded Courthouse Grant 
$246,000, Alamosa County 
Public Records Policy, and 
2025 SLVCCA Funding Request 
for Veterans Transportation. 
There will be a Public Hearing, 
Minor Subdivision — Alamosa 
Storage LLC. Appointments 
include Justice Center Updates, 
SLV RETAC and Saguache 
County presentation, and 
Peace Officer Mental Health 
Grant. Other business will be 
discussed.

The public is invited to 
attend in person at 8900 
Independence Way in Alamosa 
or via Zoom with meeting ID 
270-314-6874.

Food bank 
distribution 

Thursday

Celebrating the 
Velhagen clock

Performing at 
Society Hall 
on Friday, 
Sept. 27

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Ev-

erybody seems to know 
somebody who just hap-
pened to catch a perfor-
mance by some unknown 
singer-songwriter some-
where that blew them 
away only to later see 
that singer-songwriter 
become famous. It’s the 

kind of experience a per-
son remembers. And af-
ter listening to the music 
of Sam Robbins, it’s easy 
to imagine him being that 
well known one day.

Robbins’ has already 
won a handful of pres-
tigious awards, and his 
music has been compared 
to the likes of James Tay-
lor or Neil Young. It’s 
easy to see why. His voice 
is uniquely natural, both 
soft and strong as if he 
sings just as easily as he 
speaks. And the melodies 
of the songs he writes 
are a perfect comple-
ment. But the authentic-
ity of Robbins’ lyrics also 

makes him stand out in 
a crowd. Whether it’s 
“Feeling Young Again,” 
from his latest album, his 
award winning “Remind 
Me,” or his allegorical 
“Amen,” with a message 
that goes places few songs 
go, it’s quickly apparent 
that residing inside this 
28-year-old man is the old 
soul of a poet.  

From the begin-
ning, Robbins largely 

Award-winning singer-
songwriter Sam Robbins 
in concert at Society Hall 

Friday, Sept. 27. 

Courtesy photo

Sam Robbins gives it his all

By PRSCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Close to 

60 volunteers gathered 
for more than four hours 
Friday morning to thor-
oughly clean a stretch of 
land that runs along the 
banks of the Rio Grande.

Included in the group 
were about 40 men and 
women from Advantage 
Treatment Center (ATC), 
16 students from Colo-
rado College, a few folks 
from Center for Restor-
ative Programs, one per-
son doing court-ordered 

Courier photo by Priscilla Waggoner
An abundance of sweat equity was apparent Friday morning after a diverse coalition of volunteers cleaned up a 
stretch of land along the banks of the Rio Grande. The project was conceived and organized by Alamosa Police De-
partment Co-responder Tim Dellett, pictured second from the right. The clean-up is ‘the first of many’, Dellett says.

Doing good works, getting (stuff) done

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Ambassador 
Ken Salazar will present on rela-
tions between the U.S. and Mex-
ico at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5, 
in the Adams State University 
Leon Memorial Hall. The event 
is free and open to the public.

According to mx.usembassy.
gov, Ken Salazar was sworn in 
as United States Ambassador to 
Mexico on Sept. 2, 2021. In 2009, 
President Obama nominated 

Salazar to serve as Secretary of 
Interior where he had a lead role 
on the Obama-Biden agenda on 
energy and climate, the nation’s 
conservation agenda including 
America’s Great Outdoors, and 
Indian Country.

Ambassador Salazar has been 
a lifelong fighter for civil rights 
and the inclusion of Latinos in 
the American dream.

In 1998, Salazar was elected as 
Colorado Attorney General and 

Ambassador Ken Salazar will address the public regarding relations 
between the U.S. and Mexico on the Adams State campus Oct. 5.

Courtesy photo

Ambassador Salazar presenting on US and Mexico relations

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
— The aspens are in full 
color at higher elevations 
in and around Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and 
Preserve. The lower cot-
tonwood and aspen trees 
are just starting to turn to 
a golden yellow.

To view color, the Mont-
ville Nature Trail is an 
easy hike that follows Mos-
ca Creek through aspens. 
Colors should start next 
week on this short loop. 
Lower elevation trees will 
be at peak change during 
the first part of October. 
The more arduous Mosca 
Pass Trail, accessed off the 
nature trail, offers more 
colors now that can be 
seen at higher elevations.

On the Rio Grande Na-

tional Forest, foliage is 
similar both south and 
north of the park.

The South Zapata Lake 
Trail (south), Willow Lake 
Trail, and North Crestone 
Creek Trail (north) offer 
hikers a wonderful leaf-
peeping experience.

Foliage in the San Juan 
Mountains is happening, 
Highway 17 over La Man-
ga Pass and Forest Service 
Road 250 near Platoro in 
Alamosa Canyon, and on 
Highway 285 Saguache 
North to Poncha Pass of-
fers excellent colors.

Aspen trees at higher 
elevations are yellow in 
this mountain view just 

south of the national park 
entrance. A wet weekend 

brought fresh snow to the 
mountains above.

NPS Zack Brown

Fall colors begin in local mountains
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Record

BIRTH

OBITUARY

ALAMOSA SHERIFF'S REPORT

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Tuesday

September 24, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Chili/Cinnamon Roll

Carrots
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Frudel

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Chili/Cinnamon Roll
Carrots

Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Chili/Cinnamon Roll

Carrots
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Oaklynn Megan Lincoln
Oaklynn Megan Lin-

coln was born on Sept. 17, 
2024. Oaklynn weighed 6 
pounds eight ounces and 
was 19.5 inches at birth, 
and has a big brother, 

Jack Lincoln. Parents 
are Samantha Lincoln 
and Ethan Lincoln of 
Sanford.

Maternal grandpar-
ents are Victoria Sisner-

os of Sanford, and Glenn 
Saiz of Raton, N.M.

Paternal grandpar-
ents are Megan Lincoln 
of Fox Creek, and John 
Curtis of Center.

The Man, The Myth, 
The Legend

Harold Hugh Hiatt, af-
fectionately known as 
“Hughie,” passed away on 
Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, at 
the age of 82. He fought 
bravely in his last few 
years, continuing to em-
brace his bachelor days at 
his long-term residence in 
Alamosa.

Born on Nov. 15, 1941, 
in Alamosa to Mary Ver-
etta Jackson and Harold 
Ray “Bill” Hiatt, Hughie 
was the eldest 
of three sib-
lings. He is 
survived by his 
sister, Judith 
“Sam” Mor-
gan and Janet 
Griego Malouff. 
(Deceased)

Hugh attend-
ed Alamosa 
High School, 
where he ex-
celled in foot-
ball, basketball, 
and track.

Hugh mar-
ried Cheryl 
Horn, and together they 
had three daughters: 
Rhonda Hiatt (Hellwig) 
Jones, spouse Nathan 
Jones, Son; Travis Otto 
Hellwig, Kimberly Hiatt 
and Tammy Hiatt Mo-
naco, Sons; Luca Hiatt 
Monaco, Giovanni Hiatt 
Monaco. The family en-
joyed their life in Alamo-
sa, reminiscing about the 
days when Main Street 
ran both ways and was 
meant to be dragged.

Hiatt’s athletic prow-
ess and the legendary 

coaching of Coach Vigil 
made the 1960 Class re-
unions memorable. In 
1961, Hugh attended Ad-
ams State College to play 
football, after which he 
enlisted in the Army. Sta-
tioned in Berlin, Germa-
ny, he traveled through-
out Europe with the 
Berlin Bears Air Force 
football team.

“HHH” was fiercely in-
dependent, courageous, 
and a risk-taker, known 
for his adventurous spir-
it. Hiatt’s anniversary of 
41 years of sobriety was 
noted this March.

Hugh held various for-
mative jobs in his early 
years before joining the 
D & RG Railroad. He 
found his calling working 
outdoors as a Lineman/
Foreman with the Pub-
lic Service Company of 
Colorado, retiring in 2001 
after 37 years of service. 
Even in retirement, he 
cherished meeting with 
his line crew for coffee 
around town.

Hugh was dedicated 
to his daily routine of 
having breakfast at the 
Campus Cafe community 
table, he relished walking 
in the door after surgeries 

and health setbacks.
He felt most comfort-

able in Alamosa, sur-
rounded by the majestic 
mountains of the San 
Luis Valley. Hugh was 
an avid outdoorsman, en-
joying fishing, hunting, 
and horseback riding on 
numerous pack trips up 
the Conejos Canyon. His 
frequent use of the Con-
tinental Divide trail and 
his pasturing of horses 
below the Blue Lake trail 
earned him the moniker 
“Mayor of Blue Lake.” 
Hugh loved sharing sto-
ries of his grand adven-
tures with friends and 
family and anyone on the 
trail.

A Committal Service 
will be Friday, Sept. 27, 
2024, at 10 a.m. at Fox 
Creek Cemetery with 
Military Honors. A cel-
ebration of Hugh’s life 
will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 28, 2024, at 11 a.m. 
at The Barn at La Manza-
nilla Farm, 6491 Colora-
do Highway 17, Alamosa. 
The service will be fol-
lowed by a meal, potluck 
dessert. Please RSVP 
by text or phone call to 
Hughie’s phone at 720-
938-5739 for meal count 
purposes.

YOU MESS WITH 
THE BULL YOU GET 
THE HORNS –HHH

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes, 
and words of comfort for 
Hugh’s family, please vis-
it www.RogersFunerals.
com.

Harold Hugh Hiatt

Alamosa County Sher-
iff’s Office report for 
week of Sept. 16, 2024

Evan Spiegel, 53, of 
Santa Fe, N.M., was 
cited for speeding 20-39 
mph over the limit in the 
600 block of Highway 17.

Melanie Miera, 46, of 
Monte Vista was cited 
for speeding 20-39 mph 
over the limit in the 1000 
block of Highway 17 
North.

Apolonio Cremar, 27, of 
Albuquerque, N.M., was 
cited for speeding 10-19 
mph over the limit in the 
9000 block of Highway 
285.

Ashlyn Smith, 30, of 
Sanford was cited for 
speeding 20-39 mph over 

the limit in the 12000 
block of 109 South.

Jeffrey Summers, 60, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
vicious animal x2 at 7555 
County Road 11 South.

Lane Mattausch, 20, of 
Alamosa was cited for as-
sault in the third degree 
at 942 County Road 12 
South.

Ty Mattausch of Ala-
mosa was cited for sec-
ond degree assault, heat 
of passion, at 942 County 
Road 12 South.

Sofia Delgado, 21, of 
Monte Vista cited for 
speeding 10-19 mph over 
the limit in the 2000 
block of Highway 160.

Daniel Hart, 51, of 
Moffat was cited for 

driving a vehicle under 
the influence of alcohol 
or drugs or both and 
driving a vehicle with a 
blood alcohol content of 
.008 or greater at the in-
tersection of Cielo Azul 
and Carroll.

Shane Taggart, 23, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 20-39 mph over 
the limit in the 16000 
block of Highway 160.

SLV Appliance 
celebrates new business

Photo by Erin Keck
SLV Appliance, 239 Walker Rd., Alamosa, celebrates their new business and mem-
bership with the Alamosa Chamber of Commerce on Sept. 19. 

CONTRIBUTED
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Wreaths Across Amer-
ica, a non-profit organi-
zation, was formed as an 
extension of the Arling-
ton Wreath Project. The 
Arlington Wreath pro-
gram was started by Mor-
rill Worcester in 1992 
with the donation and 
laying of 5,000 Christ-
mas wreaths to Arlington 
National Cemetery. This 
became an annual jour-
ney for Worcester.

It was relatively ob-
scure until 2005 when 
a photo of the stones 
adorned with wreaths 
and covered in snow 
circulated around the 
internet. The project 
received National at-
tention. Thousands of 
requests poured in from 
all over the country 
from people wanting to 
emulate the Arlington 
project at their National 
and State cemeteries, 
spurring the creation of 
“Wreaths Across Amer-
ica.” Unable to donate 

thousands of wreaths to 
each state, Mr. Worces-
ter conceived the idea of 
sending seven wreaths 
(one for each branch of 
the military as well as 
POW/MIA).  

In 2007 the Worcester 
family established the 
non-profit group Wreaths 
Across America to fur-
ther promote Veterans 
remembrance.  The mis-
sion Remember, Honor 
and Teach characterized 
the projects goals per-
fectly.

The wreath-laying will 
be held on December 
14th, which Congress 
unanimously voted as 
“Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca Day.” Wreaths Across 
America would not be 
successful without the 
help of volunteers, many 
active organizations, 
and the generosity of the 
trucking industry.

The goal is to have 
enough wreaths spon-
sored so that every 
veteran’s grave at the 
Homelake Veterans 

Cemetery will be hon-
ored.  

If you want to sponsor 
a wreath, contact Pam 
Self at 719-825-8216 or 
719-849-3154.  The cost 
is $17 per wreath with 
all orders and money 
needed by Dec. 1. Please 
send your request and 
money to Pam Self, P.O. 
Box 97, Homelake, CO 
81135. Wreath sponsor-
ship for the Homelake 
Veterans Cemetery can 
also be completed online 
at www.wreathsacrossa-
merica.com/CO0031. The 
wreaths will be delivered 
to the Colorado Veterans 
Community Living Cen-
ter at Homelake.  

This year’s ceremony 
will take place on Sat-
urday, Dec. 14, at the 
Homelake Veterans Cem-
etery at 3749 Sherman 
Ave., Monte Vista, at 10 
a.m. The placement of 
wreaths will occur after 
the ceremony so volun-
teers who would like to 
help place the wreaths will 
gather after the ceremony.    

Wreaths Across America 
to remember Veterans
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Robbins
■ Continued from Page 1

Stuff
■ Continued from Page 1

Salazar
■ Continued from Page 1

forged his own path into a 
musical career. Growing up in 
New Hampshire, he went hik-
ing a lot with his father who is 
“kind of a mountain man.” On 
those trips, Robbins listened 
to the tapes his father had in a 
box in his truck. James Taylor. 
Jim Croce. Solo singer-song-
writers. That was the extent of 
the musical background in his 
family. 

“When I was a kid, I was also 
bad at basically everything,” he 
says, laughing. “Bad at math. 
School wasn’t that interesting 
to me. I’m not athletic. I’m re-
ally tall but I was bad at bas-
ketball. I was just…bad and 
I wanted to be really good at 
something.” 

When he was in the fourth or 
fifth grade, the movie “Across 
the Universe” came out based 
on songs by The Beatles. “Some-
thing about the music really 
meant something to me. I can’t 
describe it. But I just kind of al-
lowed myself to dive into it all 
the way. I don’t know why – I 
guess that’s part of the mystery.”

Looking back, that was the 

first step on the way to be-
coming a musician, and Rob-
bins started off wanting to be 
a drummer. “I always wanted 
to be a punk drummer, which 
is a funny thing to think about 
now.”  

At 13, Robbins picked up the 
guitar and the connection was 
made. He became fascinated by 
watching McCartney, Taylor 
and other solo artists. “But I 
didn’t have a road map to any-
thing. I would strum along but 
it wasn’t something I would 
ever do in public. And, oh my 
God. I would never sing. It was 
like…singing? Was that some-
thing that was really girly?”

Around that same time, he 
also started writing his own 
music. When asked if he re-
members his first songs, what 
came to mind is not a song 
about a girl who broke his 
heart. Instead, one of his first 
songs was about a place named 
Laketown where his grandfa-
ther lived. Another was “We 
Can Be Happy”, which was 
about positivity.

By the time he was 15 or 16, 
Robbins was writing songs and 
going into bars in Portsmouth 
when it was open mic. Asked 
how he went from being afraid 

to sing to going into bars and 
singing to a crowd of strangers, 
he says he just really loved it 
and had to find a way to do it.

“I was a really pithy teenag-
er. I was so frustrated in school 
– I just didn’t care about it. I 
was so upset, and I said to my 
dad, I don’t want to do any of 
this. I just want to play drums 
for the rest of my life. I expect-
ed him to say ‘what kind of silly 
shit is this’ but, instead, he 
said, ‘Well, just do that as hard 
as you can then. Give that your 
all.’  It was really an incredible 
thing for him to say.”

When Robbins graduated 
from high school, he went to 
the prestigious Berklee School 
for Music in Boston where he 
says he learned a lot about mu-
sic theory. 

But his eye was always on 
writing songs that can come to 
him when he stops and takes 
a break from his chaotic life 
and observes what’s going on 
around him. Even more so, for 
him, “everything is a groove. 
Words have a real rhythm to 
them.”

He tells the story of watching 
an old woman of color buy a doll 
of color for her granddaughter 
and thinking about how that 

was something she probably 
wasn’t able to do when she was 
young.  He then said to his fi-
ancé, “There’s so much I still 
don’t see.”

And then, in telling the story, 
he – without any effort what-
soever – sings that as a line 
from a song and, even over the 
phone, it comes alive. 

Just as Robbins makes each 
song uniquely and authenti-
cally his own, he uses his abil-
ity to create a song out of what 
is before him, doing things that 
most singer-songwriters don’t 
do. 

For the past year, Robbins 
has been working with vet-
erans. “I’ve been doing music 
therapy retreats where I write 
songs with veterans who are 
struggling with PTSD, and it 
is….unbelievable. Oh my God. 
These men and women have 
these stories that are wait-
ing to be written. It’s the most 
amazing experience.”

He tells the story of a vet-
eran who was in Afghanistan 
and told Robbins, “I don’t know 
what this is. I don’t write any-
thing.” 

“He was a super tough guy” 
Robbins says. “Super ripped 
and from Boston. He said he 

didn’t have anything to write 
about, so I said, okay. Let’s 
take a walk. And then he said, 
‘I know something to write 
about. It’s the first thing I 
think of every morning. It’s 
something I haven’t told my 
wife about because, every time 
I try to tell her, I have a flash-
back. I want a song where I can 
finally tell her what happened 
to me.’ And, all of a sudden,” 
Robbins says, “he just melts in 
front of me and tells this story 
of trauma beyond comprehen-
sion. We played it for his wife 
and his mom, and everybody 
was crying. These guys have 
these experiences they have 
never talked about. Ever.”

Robbins’ life is centered 
around music yet, despite his 
extraordinary talent and de-
spite now living in Nashville, 
he’s not motivated by fame. It 
is now, just as it was when he 
was fifteen. It’s all about the 
music and doing something 
he’s really good at. 

Sam Robbins will be perform-
ing at Society Hall, 400 Ross 
Ave., on Friday, Sept. 27. Doors 
open at 6:30, and the concert 
starts at 7:30. Tickets can be 
bought at The Green Spot or 
online at www.societyhall.org.  

community service, folks 
from street outreach plus 
the volunteer coordinator 
for La Puente and others. 

The entire project – 
spontaneously named 
“Getting (Stuff) Done” 
– was conceived and or-
ganized by Tim Dellett, 
a tenured co-responder 
with the Alamosa Po-
lice Department whose 
job takes him to places 
like the banks of the Rio 
Grande where people who 
are homeless might be 
camping.

The photo doesn’t fully 
capture the amount of 
trash the group had col-

lected, as another pile 
equally as large if not 
larger was behind the 
group. And the scope of 
the project is especially 
impressive when learning 
that, according to Dellett, 
twice as much trash had 
already been hauled off to 
the dump.

What the photo illus-
trates is the amount of 
effort and energy the 
volunteers displayed in 
collecting piles of trash, 
putting it in trash bags 
and even wading into 
tall bushes to make sure 
everything was cleaned 
out

“There were abandoned 
campsites and years of 
accumulated debris just 
in that one stretch,” Del-

lett said, “and there’s a 
lot more that needs to be 
cleaned up further down 
the river. This is the first 
of many (clean ups) and 
we’re going to keep at it.

 Gesturing to the diver-
sity of folks who had been 
working hard all morn-
ing, he said, “We’re all 
part of a community that 
we value. We’re all neigh-
bors.”

And that was precisely 
the atmosphere Friday 
morning. It may have 
been hot. The job was un-
doubtedly not easy. But 
the smiles, the joking, the 
camaraderie and sense 
of a job well done was as 
obvious as the stretch of 
riverbank restored, after 
years, to what it once was.

became the first Latino 
ever elected to statewide 
office in Colorado. He 
was reelected as Attorney 
General in 2002.

In 2004, Attorney Gen-
eral Salazar was elected 
to the United States 
Senate for Colorado be-

coming the first Latino 
democrat to be elected to 
the United States Senate 
since 1972.

Ambassador Salazar 
has been admitted to 
practice law in state and 
federal courts, including 
the United States Su-
preme Court.

Ambassador Sala-
zar and his family have 
farmed along the banks 

of the Rio Grande in New 
Mexico and Colorado for 
more than four centuries.

Ambassador Salazar 
will also speak at the Sala-
zar Rio Grande del Norte 
Center event welcoming 
the new Director Paul 
Formisano, Ph.D., at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5, 
in Richardson Hall Audi-
torium. This event is free 
and open to the public.

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA – Adams State 
University President David 
Tandberg, Ph.D., and the 
Honorable Ambassador Ken 
Salazar invite the public to 
meet and greet the new Sala-
zar Rio Grande del Norte 
Center Director, Paul Formi-
sano, Ph.D.

A welcome by President 
Tandberg will be followed 
by remarks from Ambassa-

dor Salazar and Formisano, 
beginning at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Oct. 5, in Richardson 
Hall Auditorium. The event 
is free and open to the public.

Raised along the Front 
Range and educated through-
out the arid West, Formisano 
comes to Adams State after 
12 years as professor of Eng-
lish and director of the writ-
ing program at the Universi-
ty of South Dakota, teaching 
undergraduate and graduate 

courses in pedagogy, compo-
sition, and Western Ameri-
can and environmental liter-
ature while also assisting the 
university’s Sustainability 
Studies Program. He is the 
author of numerous articles 
and book chapters about how 
various individuals and com-
munities imagine and com-
municate about natural re-
sources. 

To register for the event, 
contact Wes Devaul at 

wdevaul@adams.edu or 719-
587-7609.

Following the event, Am-
bassador Salazar will present 
on relations between the U.S. 
and Mexico at 1 p.m. in Leon 
Memorial Hall. The event is 
free and open to the public.

The public is invited to welcome 
Paul Formisano as the new 

Adams State Director of the 
Salazar Rio Grande del Norte 

Center.

Courtesy photo

Adams State Salazar Rio Grande del 
Norte Center welcomes Formisano

Economic forecast shows tight 
budget year ahead for Colorado

By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

A new income tax rate 
cut will be triggered in 
Colorado in three of the 
next four years, state 
economists told law-
makers on Thursday.

Taxpayers will see 
their income tax rate 
fall from 4.4% to 4.25% 
in 2024, and then to 
4.36% in 2026 and 
4.29% in 2027, accord-
ing to the governor’s 
Office of State Planning 
and Budget and the 
nonpartisan Legisla-
tive Council Staff. That 
is because the state ex-
pects to receive revenue 
over the constitutional 
limit set by the Tax-
payer’s Bill of Rights. 
The limit is determined 
by inflation and popula-
tion growth.

In May, the Legisla-
ture passed a bill that 
allows income tax cuts 
to be used as one mech-
anism to return excess 
revenue to taxpayers.

New family afford-
ability tax credits and 
earned income tax cred-
its will also be triggered 
in the next few years.

But the various tax 
cuts and credits law-
makers signed off on re-
cently, combined with a 
cooling economy, could 
create a tight budget 
scenario for the Legis-
lature’s Joint Budget 
Committee to operate in 
next year.

The LCS forecast an-
ticipates general fund 
revenue at $16.93 bil-
lion in fiscal year 2024 
and $17.96 billion in 
fiscal year 2025. OSPB 
predicts $17.2 billion 
and $17.6 billion for 
those same years, a de-
crease from its June 
forecast.

“Slowing inflation in 
future years, as well 
as constrained house-
hold finances, will im-
pact sales tax revenue, 
which is expected to be 
sluggish in the current 

year. A slowing labor 
market will impact in-
come tax revenue,” Em-
ily Dohrman, with the 
LCS, said.

She said there should 
still be a TABOR sur-
plus, and therefore an 
obligation to return 
money to taxpayers, 
within the multi-year 
forecast period, but it 
will be smaller than in 
recent years. The sur-
plus was 7.1% of fore-
casted revenue for fiscal 
year 2024, for example, 
but just 1.9% of the 
forecast for fiscal year 
2025. If revenue falls 
under the TABOR cap, 
lawmakers might have 
to reduce general fund 
spending.

Economists shared 
that the state is about 
$314 million short of its 
required 15% reserve 
for the current budget 
cycle. That is partly 
due to a $154 million 
overspend for the state 
Department of Health 

Care Policy and Financ-
ing, which oversees 
Medicaid.

“This is not unique 
to Colorado. This is 
something we’re seeing 
nationwide of higher 
utilization of Medicaid 
services,” OSPB direc-
tor Mark Ferrandino 
said.

But the number, 
which could grow if that 
Medicaid trend contin-
ues among an older and 
less-healthy population, 
worried state lawmak-
ers.

“To me, this depart-
ment, the lack of ac-
countability, the lack of 
transparency — it just 
feels like they’re im-

ploding, and I think our 
budget problem is just 
going to get that much 
worse,” Sen. Barbara 
Kirkmeyer, a Brigh-
ton Republican, said of 
HCPF. “I’m wondering 
if there is a plan.”

As lawmakers look to 
plan the next budget, 
they are likely facing a 
$900 million hole if they 
are to maintain the 15% 
reserve.

This was the final 
quarterly economic fore-
cast to the JBC ahead 
of the deadline for Gov. 
Jared Polis’ 2025-206 
budget proposal, which 
is due Nov. 1. The Colo-
rado fiscal year starts 
on July 1.

“While this forecast 
shows us returning to 
more normal budget 
conditions, we will work 
hard to protect funding 
for crucial services our 
communities depend 
on,” Rep. Emily Sirota, 
a Denver Democrat, 
said in a statement. 
“The Joint Budget Com-
mittee is no stranger to 
making tough decisions 
on how we will allocate 
state dollars, and we 
understand that Colora-
dans are relying on us to 
implement a more equi-
table school finance for-
mula, support universal 
preschool, health care, 
emergency response, 
and much more.”

Online - www.alamosanews.com
719-589-2553
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By LYNDSIE FERRELL
CREEDE — For the past two years, 

Creede Dental Works has been serving 
the Creede community, offering top of the 
line dental care in a rural setting after 
the clinic was sold by Mineral County in 
2022. 

The clinic is a wonderful addition to 
the Creede community, who until recent-
ly, have had to travel for dental care to 
places as far as 20 to 60 miles away. The 
clinic was purchased by local resident 
Leslie Leggett and Dr. Eric Smith of Pa-
gosa Spring, Colo. In spring of 2024, the 
clinic welcomed Dr. John Quigley who 
also serves the Lake City area just on the 
other side of Slumgullion Pass.

Dr. Quigley, who is an avid outdoor en-
thusiast grew up in the Colorado Springs 
area has practiced dentistry for the 
past 34 years was very excited to come 
to Creede. “I have enjoyed my time in 
Creede and getting to know my new pa-
tience. This is an extraordinary place.”

The clinic was approached by a local 
veteran about participating in the Vet-
erans Smile Day and all the staff were 
eager to participate. “A local veteran 
suggested we participate in the Veter-
ans Smile Day, and we thought it was a 
great idea,” said Hygienist Leggett. “We 
recognize the obstacles to quality dental 
care that can exist for our Veterans, espe-
cially in rural, isolated communities. We 
are proud to honor them however we can, 
and I hope we will be able to make this an 
annual tradition.”

Leggett was born and raised in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and has resided in Creede 
for the past five years. She came to the 
clinic with 20 years’ experience as a 
hygienist and has enjoyed her time in 
Creede as part owner of the clinic. 

The Veterans Smile Day will take place 
on Nov. 12 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Creede 
Dental Works will be honoring Veterans 
by participating in this wonderful oppor-
tunity, offering dental screenings, clean-
ings, and x-rays for absolutely no cost to 
those who have served. 

To participate, Veterans can call the 
clinic to make an appointment at 719-
658-0322 and accommodations will be 
made to those who cannot make it that 
day or are not able to make an appoint-
ment through the end of the year. Pa-

Photos courtesy of Creede Dental Works
Creede Dental Works will be offering free 
dental services to local Veterans on Nov. 12 
in Creede. Dr. John Quigley recently joined 
the team at the clinic and Hygienist Leslie 
Leggett will be helping Veterans during the 
Veterans Smile event in November.

Creede Dental Works to participate 
in Veterans Smile Day in November

tients who have existing appointments 
on that day will be seen as scheduled.

This event was made possible through 
a partnership with the Creede Commu-
nity Church.

“We think of our patients as family, and 
that is how we treat them,” said Practice 
Manager Bethanny Andre. “My father, 
grandfather and grandmother were all 
Veterans. I wish they were here, so we 
could make them smile.”

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, please contact Creede Den-
tal Works at the number listed above or 
stop by the clinic during business hours 
at 802 Rio Grande Ave., Creede. 

Courtesy photo
SLV Health honors employees at its annual Years of Ser-
vice banquet. Featured left to right: Board President 
Karla Hardesty, Administrative Assistant Jeanette Mar-
tinez and CEO Konnie Martin. 

SLV Health employees honored
Recognition for 
10 to 35 years 

of service
CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — The SLV 
Health annual Years of 
Service banquet took place 
at Adams State University 
in August. Honorees who 
marked their 10- through 
35-year anniversaries were 
invited to dinner with a 
guest.

Senior team members, 
board members, directors, 
and supervisors were also 
present to honor the dedi-
cation and loyalty of these 
employees. Celebrating at 
their staff meetings were 
36 employees who marked 
their 5-year anniversary as 
employed by SLV Health.

The employees who 
marked ten years of service 
were Anthony Cantello, 
Becky Daniels, Bethany 
Stroh, Bryan Garcia, Cher-
ise Minnick, Courtney Dye, 
Donna Wehe, Dr. Carmelo 
Hernandez, Dwane Candy, 
Jamie King, Mark Gal-
legos, Michaela Martinez-
Pace, Monica Hinds, Nina 
Crawford, and Stephanie 
Posorske, CNM.

Celebrating their fif-
teenth anniversary were: 
Barbara Samora, Celia 
Ramirez-Reyes, Kathy 
Romero, Kimberly Pooler, 
Kristy Dunn, Kyle Craw-
ford, Lennie Martinez, 
Mark Anaya, Michele Mas-
carenas, Roberta Gilleland, 
Robyn Williams, Terese 
Sowards, and Tony Cham-
berlain.

Marking their 20 years 
at SLV Health were An-
naRae Martinez, Autumn 
Moore, Brandon Cantu, 
Elizabeth Ingal, Elizabeth 
Lucero, Gloria Medina, Jim 
Frye, Lorena Peterson, and 
Michael Espinosa.

Clista Brown (Ortho), 
Geraldine Trujillo (Patient 
Accounting), Loretta De-
Herrera (Pharmacy), and 
Melanie Archuleta (CCH 
Acute) marked 25 years of 
service.

There were many high-
lights including celebrating 
Jeanette Martinez (Admin-
istration) with 30 years 
and Brenda Marchildon 
(Emergency) with 35 years 
of service as a registered 
nurse!

CEO Konnie Martin wel-
comed the guests, honor-
ees, board members, and 
the recipients’ supervisors.  
Karla Hardesty, SLVH 
Board Chair, started the 
night with a prayer and a 
greeting, “I am honored to 
celebrate every single one 

of you who have stayed loy-
al to make SLV Health all 
that it is.”

Keynote speaker Dr. Car-
la Christ shared her story of 
when she started her career 
at SLV Health, mentioning 
how welcoming the people 
were and how special they 
still are. “These years of 
experience are evident in 
the way you go above and 
beyond to ensure that our 
patients receive the best 
possible care. Your com-
passion and tireless effort 
do not go unnoticed, and I 
want you to know how pro-
foundly grateful we are for 
your hard work.”

Master of Ceremonies 
Tom Masterson announced 
the recipients while Konnie 
Masterson, CEO, and Kar-
la Hardesty, SLVH Board 
Chair, presented everyone 
with their awards. 

SLV Health is honored to 
have such devoted employ-
ees who reflect a caring cul-
ture and a dedicated work-
force to patient care.



Tuesday, September 24, 2024 Valley Courier Page 5

Lifestyles

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER — Colo-

rado Parks and Wildlife 
(CPW) wrote and pub-
lished the first book to 
chronicle the history of 
the Colorado state parks 
system and the evolution 
of outdoor recreation in 
Colorado.

“At Home in Nature, 
The History of Colorado’s 
State Parks” is now on 
sale at state park visi-
tor centers and online at 
cpwshop.com. The book 
delves into the rich his-
tory of Colorado’s state 
parks, from their incep-
tion to the present day, 
and is a must-read for 
anyone interested in the 
state’s natural and cul-
tural heritage. 

“Colorado is home to 
the most beautiful parks 
in the country, and what 
better way to show them 
off than with a bound col-
lection of our parks’ his-
tory. In Colorado, we are 
breaking down barriers 
for Coloradans to access 
the outdoors, from saving 
people money on park 
passes to protecting our 
incredible wildlife. Colo-
rado is leading the way 
to continue and expand 
our great state parks for 
generations to come, and 
this book will help bring 
our parks to even more 
people,” said Governor 
Jared Polis.

Partnering with famed 
Colorado nature writer 
Mary Taylor Young, 
CPW staff created a 
unique hardbound coffee 
table masterpiece that 
features stunning state 

park photographs over 
the years and pictures of 
current and former staff, 
outdoor leaders, volun-
teers, and visitors. 

Colorado is home to 43 
state parks that protect 
220,000 acres of land 
and water and host more 
than 18 million visitors a 
year. Within the pages of 
this book is the story of 
how this wonderful net-
work of parks came to 
be, a history that spans 
back 12,000 years. It out-
lines the setbacks in the 
journey, the changes in 
public attitudes towards 
undeveloped landscapes 
and recreation, the tri-
als and triumphs that 
shaped the parks system 
and the challenges that 
continue with us today 
and into the future.

“For more than 125 
years, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife has served 
Coloradans and our nat-
ural resources with un-
wavering dedication and 
determination. This book 
is a testament to Colora-
do’s incredible state park 
system and the people 
who serve as stewards to 
protect our public land 
and elevate our state 
parks so they provide en-
joyable and sustainable 
outdoor recreation op-
portunities that educate 
and inspire current and 
future generations,” said 
CPW Director Jeff Davis. 

“We are so proud of 
this work, highlighting 
the history and impact of 
the state parks system. It 
has been a collaborative 
labor of love,” said CPW 

Capital Development 
Program Manager Mar-
garet Taylor. “We think 
anyone who visits and 
loves our state park sys-
tem and is interested in 
the history of how things 
came to be will truly en-
joy this book.”   

In celebration of the 
book launch, CPW host-
ed a party at Cherry 
Creek State Park, the 
first Colorado state park 
established in 1959. 
The event featured book 
signings by the authors, 
speeches on the signifi-
cance and making of the 
book, and a guided tour 
of the park. Current and 
former CPW staff, volun-
teers and agency part-
ners attended, including 
former Department of 
Natural Resources and 
CPW directors. 

“This is an amazing 
book filled with our Colo-
rado Parks history but 
also stories of what our 
Parks meant to those 
while in leadership, our 
amazing staff who work 
so hard to bring the top 
notch Colorado State 
Parks experience to so 
many Coloradans, to 
how our Parks reflect 
our values today. For 
Coloradans interested 
in our natural resources 
and outdoor recreation 
or who are just fans of 
our Colorado State Parks 
this book is a must have 
and I urge you to pick 
up a copy today,” said 
Dan Gibbs, Executive 
Director, Colorado De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
releases new book

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER — Colorado Secretary 

of State Jena Griswold announced 
Monday, Sept. 23, that Cosmo Bell, a 
ninth-grader at Fort Collins’ Compass 
Community Collaborative School, is 
the winner of Colorado’s 2024 “I 
Voted” Digital Sticker Design 
Contest.

“Congratulations to 
Cosmo for his amazing 
design,” said Secre-
tary Griswold. “I’m so 
glad that Coloradans 
enrolled in BallotTrax 
can see and celebrate 
Cosmo’s wonderful 
artwork when they re-
ceive their digital ‘I Voted’ 
Sticker. My thanks to every 
Colorado high schooler who sub-
mitted a design for consideration.”

“I’m so excited to have my artwork 
chosen,” said Cosmo. “A family friend 
let me know about the competition and 
encouraged me to participate. I thought 
it would be fun, so I entered!”

Cosmo’s design features rocks in-
spired by the Garden of the Gods in 
Colorado Springs and native plants 
from the arid regions of Colorado. In 
the right of the image, you can see Cos-
mo’s artist signature: Harold.

“These are symbols that I thought 
someone could recognize as ‘Colora-
do,’” said Cosmo. When asked what he 

thinks of when he hears the word “De-
mocracy,” Cosmo replied, “In essence: 
Collaboration. It means a bunch of 
people coming together and recognizing 
that we need this to succeed as a coun-
try, or that we think this is the right 

course of action. It’s a collabora-
tion between so many differ-

ent people who all have an 
effect on how America 
will function.” 

The new digital 
sticker will be sent 
to voters enrolled in 
BallotTrax once their 
General Election mail 

ballot has been re-
turned and counted. It 

will also be featured on 
the Secretary of State’s web-

site, social media channels, press 
releases, and as part of a digital effort 
to encourage people to vote across the 
state.

BallotTrax enables voters to receive 
notifications by phone, email, or text 
about the status of their mail ballot, 
from the time it is mailed to the voter, 
to when it is received, and to when it 
is counted. Colorado voters can enroll 
themselves in BallotTrax by visiting 
www.GoVoteColorado.gov and clicking 
on “Sign up for BallotTrax.”

As of September, nearly 2 million Col-
orado voters were enrolled in BallotTrax 
— over 50% of the active electorate.

Secretary of State Jena Griswold 
Announces Winner of “I Voted” 
Digital Sticker Design Contest
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SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY

Prep football
Cedaredge 1, Del Norte 

0, forfeit
Delta 41, Alamosa 12
Ellicott 49, Center 0
Pagosa Springs 28, 

Monte Vista 6
Sanford 42, Fowler 28
Sargent  64,  Custer 

County 6
S i e r r a  G r a n d e  5 8 , 

Antonito 0
Prep girls volleyball
Antonito def. Sierra 

Grande in five sets – scores 
not reported

Center def. Sangre de 
Cristo 25-23, 25-16

Evangel Christian def. 
Center 25-19, 25-22

La Veta def. Sangre de 
Cristo 25-10, 25-19

Pueblo East def. Centauri 
in four sets – scores not 
reported

College women’s 
volleyball

New Mexico Highlands 
def. Adams State 16-25, 
29-27, 25-23, 16-25, 15-11

SATURDAY
Prep boys soccer

Alamosa 1 ,  Pagosa 
Springs 1, tie

Prep girls softball
Lamar 10, Alamosa 3
Prep girls volleyball
Centauri def. Pagosa 

Springs 25-20, 25-17, 25-23
Center def. Monte Vista 

18-25, 25-15, 18-25, 25-16, 
16-14

Crested Butte  def. 
Mountain Valley 25-16, 
25-15, 25-8

Primero def. Centennial 
25-13, 26-24, 25-12

Sargent def. Centennial 
25-7, 25-7, 25-11

Sargent def. Primero 25-
10, 25-9, 25-6

Sanford def. Trinidad 25-
9, 25-9, 25-22

College football
Western Colorado 38, 

Adams State 0

College men’s soccer
Sul Ross State (Texas) 3, 

Adams State 0
College women’s soccer

Adams State 3, Sul Ross 
State (Texas) 0

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY

Prep boys soccer
Alamosa at Durango, 5 

p.m.
Prep girls softball

Gunnison at Alamosa (at 
Adams State), 4 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Center at Antonito, 4:30 

p.m.
Del Norte at Sargent, 5 

p.m.
Crested Butte at Monte 

Vista, 5:30 p.m.
College women’s 

volleyball
Colorado State Pueblo at 

Adams State, 6 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at Southeast 
Colorado (at Wiley), 4 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Centennial at Sangre de 

Cristo, 5 p.m.
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High School fall sports 
standings

FOOTBALL
CLASS 2A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Bayfield   0-0 3-0
Montezuma-Cortez  0-0 2-1
Pagosa Springs  0-0 2-1
Alamosa   0-0 2-2
Salida   0-0 2-2
Gunnison   0-0 0-3

Last week’s scores
Friday

Delta 41, Alamosa 12
Bayfield 38, Ignacio 35
Pagosa Springs 28, Monte Vista 6
Salida 40, Rye 0
Open date: Gunnison, Montezuma-Cortez
This week’s schedule
Friday
Bayfield at Centauri, 7 p.m.
Elizabeth at Pagosa Springs, 7 p.m.
Gunnison at North Fork, 7 p.m.
Shiprock (N.M.) at Montezuma-Cortez, 7 p.m.
Open date: Alamosa, Salida

CLASS 1A SOUTH CENTRAL LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Centauri   0-0 3-0
Monte Vista  0-0 2-2
Trinidad   0-0 1-2
Ignacio   0-0 1-3
Del Norte   0-0 0-3
Center   0-0 0-4
Last week’s scores
Friday
Bayfield 38, Ignacio 35
Cedaredge 1, Del Norte 0, forfeit
Ellicott 49, Center 0
Pagosa Springs 28, Monte Vista 6
Trinidad 50, Dolores Huerta Prep 6
Open date: Centauri

This week’s schedule
Friday

Bayfield at Centauri, 7 p.m.
Dolores Huerta Prep at Del Norte – canceled
Open date: Center, Ignacio, Monte Vista, Trinidad

8-MAN MOUNTAIN LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Dove Creek   0-0 3-0
Mancos   0-0 2-1
Dolores   0-0 2-2
Norwood   0-0 2-2
Sanford   0-0 2-2
Sargent   0-0 2-2

Last weeks’ Scores
Friday

Dolores 48, Whitehorse (Utah) 16
Norwood 32, Monticello (Utah) 14
Sargent 64, Custer County 6
Sanford 42, Fowler 28
Open date: Dove Creek, Mancos

This week’s schedule
Thursday

Mancos at Dolores, 7 p.m.
Friday

Dove Creek at Monticello (Utah), 7 p.m.
Open date: Norwood, Sanford, Sargent

8-MAN SIX COUNTY LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Walsenburg   0-0 2-2
Sangre de Cristo  0-0 1-1
Hoehne   0-0 1-2
Fowler   0-0 1-3
Crowley County  0-0 0-3
Custer County  0-0 0-4

Last week’s scores
Friday

Rocky Ford 24, Walsenburg 20
Sanford 42, Fowler 28
Sargent 64, Custer County 6
Sedgwick County 40, Hoehne 6

Saturday
Haxtun 62, Crowley County 0

Open date: Sangre de Cristo
This week’s schedule

Friday
Sangre de Cristo at Holly, 6 p.m.
Hoehne at Springfield, 7 p.m.
Swink at Crowley County, 7 p.m.
Open date: Custer County, Fowler, Walsenburg

6-MAN SOUTHWEST LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Primero   2-0 4-0
Sierra Grande  1-0 4-0
Branson/Kim  1-0 3-1
Antonito   0-1 0-3
La Veta   0-1 0-3
Cotopaxi   0-2 0-4

This week’s scores
Thursday

Primero 56, Cotopaxi 0
Friday

Sierra Grande 58, Antonito 0
Saturday

Branson/Kim 52, Deer Trail 12
Open date: La Veta

This week’s schedule
Friday

La Veta at Cotopaxi, 7 p.m.
Saturday

Branson/Kim at Antonito, 1 p.m.
Primero at Kiowa, 1 p.m.
Open date: Sierra Grande

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
CLASS 3A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Alamosa   3-0 10-2
Montezuma-Cortez  1-1 7-10
Centauri   1-1 4-7
Bayfield   1-2 4-6
Pagosa Springs  1-3 5-6

CLASS 2A SOUTHERN PEAKS LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Buena Vista   2-0 5-5
Del Norte   1-0 9-0
Center   2-1 8-4
Sanford   2-1 6-4
Crested Butte  1-1 8-4
Trinidad   0-2 1-7
Monte Vista  0-3 1-10

CLASS 1A SOUTHERN PEAKS LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Sargent   4-0 11-0
Sangre de Cristo  1-1 6-8
Centennial   1-1 3-5
Antonito   2-3 4-7
Creede   0-1 3-3
Mountain Valley  0-1 2-7
Sierra Grande  0-1 2-11

BOYS SOCCER
CLASS 3A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L-T W-L-T
Pagosa Springs  1-0-1 4-1-2
Alamosa   0-0-1 1-3-2
Bayfield   0-0-0 4-3-1
Montezuma-Cortez  0-1-0 2-7-0

GIRLS SOFTBALL
CLASS 3A TRI-PEAKS LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L-T
Rocky Ford   3-0 10-5-1
Southeast Colorado  2- 7-3-0
Lamar   2-1 12-5-0
La Junta   1-2 8-8-0
Alamosa   0-4 9-9-0

Del Norte cancels rest of 
varsity football season

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Del Norte High 
School athletics department announced 
last week that the rest of the varsity 
football season will not be played this 
season.

There were a total of only 15 players 
on the varsity team when the season 
started. Approximately half of them 
were freshmen.

The Tigers played only one game this 
season, a 46-7 loss to Olathe at home 
on Aug. 30.

Del Norte athletics director Gilbert 
Sanchez said that the school will instead 

play a junior varsity schedule.

Lady Mustangs bury Lady 
Miners

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
SANFORD  –  The 

Sanford High School 
volleyball team had an 
easy time with visiting 
Trinidad Saturday at the 
SHS gym. At least for the 
first two sets.

The Lady Miners woke 
up in the third set and 
almost defeated the Lady 
Mustangs in that stanza. 
However, Sanford held on 
to win by scores of 25-9, 
25-9 and 25-22.

“We tried to get refit for 
Homecoming but it was 
still good,” said Sanford 
coach Melissa Faucette. 
“We have to keep our 
mental game a little 
tougher, but it’s still a 
good win.”

Trinidad scored the first 
point of the first set, but 
Sanford answered with 
three straight points. The 
Lady Miners tied the score 
before the Lady Mustangs 
went on a 12-2 run to 

increase their lead to 15-5.
Trinidad closed the 

deficit to 15-7, but Sanford 
finished with a 10-2 run 
to take the first set 25-9.

The teams opened the 
second set by exchanging 
side outs before Sanford 
went on an 18-4 rally to 
claim a 22-7 lead. The 
Lady Miners closed to 
within 22-9, but the Lady 
Mustangs scored the final 
three points for another 
25-9 win.

Trinidad scored the first 
two points of the third set, 
but Sanford scored eight 
straight points. The Lady 
Miners narrowed their 
deficit to 11-9 before the 
Lady Mustangs had a 3-1 
run for a 14-10 lead.

Trinidad came back to 
decrease the Sanford lead 
to 16-15. Once again, the 
teams traded side outs 
before the Lady Mustangs 
pushed the lead to 20-17.

The Lady Miners again 
closed to within one point 

at 20-19, but Sanford had 
another strong finish by 
scoring five of the final 
eight points for a 25-22 
victory.

Brooklynn Reynolds 
led the Lady Mustangs 
with 27 assists. Shasta 
Bond led in kills with 12, 
followed by Bella Peterson 
with seven, and Claire 
Crowther with six.

Bond and Makynlee 
Faucette both had three 
service aces to lead 
Sanford. Reynolds was 
next with two.

Sanford (6-4, 2-1) will 
have two tough road games 
this weekend. On Friday, 
the Lady Mustangs will 
travel to Escalante (N.M.), 
and on Saturday, they will 
be in Buena Vista.

“Escalante is really 
good on the New Mexico 
side,” coach Faucette said. 
“Buena Vista going to be 
tough in our league, so it 
will be a good game. Good 
match-ups.”

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Sanford High School’s Shasta Bond (8) hits the ball in Saturday’s match against 
Trinidad at the SHS gym. The Lady Mustangs won in three sets.
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Public Notices
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING – 1041 Regulations-Public Utili-

ties
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Conejos County Commis-
sioners will have a presentation from Xcel Energy with a work session 
to follow on Wednesday, September 25, 2024, beginning at 5:30 PM. 
The presentation and work session will be held at the PARISH HALL 
– 6631 County Road 13, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church 
complex in Conejos. A special meeting will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 26, 2024, at 9:00 AM. The meeting will be held at the Cone-
jos County Department of Social Services meeting room at 12989 
County Rd G.6/Veterans Blvd, Conejos CO.  The presentation and 
work session are being conducted to obtain additional information 
concerning 1041 Regulations – Public Utilities. The special meeting 
will be to finalize the 1041 Regulations – Public Utilities.
The presentation, work session, and special meeting are open 
to the public. Any questions prior to those events may be directed 
to the Land Use Office at 719-376-2014 or by email at landuse@
co.conejos.co.us
No. 4127.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 14, 18, & 24, 2024.

District Court Denver Probate Court 
Conejos 
County, Colorado 
Court Address: 6683 C Rd. 13 
Conejos, CO 81129 
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Robert R. Romero 
Deceased April 29, 2024 
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): Yvonne M. 
Romero DaSilva 
COURT USE ONLY 
Case Number: 2024PR11 
1811 Indiana St 
Phone Number: (203) 998-1887 
FAX Number: 
E-mail: msyvonne71@gmail.com Atty. Reg. #: 
Division C 
Courtroom 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-801, C.R.S. 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Estate of Robert R. Romero 
Deceased 
Case Number 2024PR11 
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
District Court of 
Conejos 
County, Colorado or 
Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado 
on or before 
January 17, 2025, or the claims may be forever barred. 
Yvonne M. Romero DaSilva 
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
1811 Indiana St 
Address 
Houston, TX 77019 
City, State, Zip Code
No. 4137.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 17, 24, & October 1, 
2024.

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Classifieds

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect
Senior Architect

719-696-5783
Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Page 8 Valley Courier Friday, April 5, 2024
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LICENSED PLUMBER

All Types Plumbing
Repair

Quick Service!
Call evenings & weekends
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SPRINKLER REPAIR
Sprinkler Repair 
and Installation

Quick Service!
Call evenings & weekends

719-580-0033 or
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173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED
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The Saguache County Tourism Council
has grants available to individuals and

organizations for marketing and  
promoting public events held  

within Saguache County.
To learn more and apply, visit:

www.Mystic-Colorado.com

INSURED QUALITY 
FENCING INSTAL-
L AT ION.  O f fe r i ng 
quotes for wire and post 
rail. Call 719-371-7932. 
(9/24/24)

COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY San 
Luis Valley Research 
Center in Center, CO, 
seeks Farm Manager, 
full-time salaried w/
benefits. Min. require-
ments include experi-
ence managing an entity 
involved in research, 
agricultural production 
or related commercial 
enter pr ise envi ron-
ment. Read full job 
description and apply 
online by 09/30/2024 
fo r  f u l l  c o n s i d e r-
ation at: https://jobs.
colostate.edu /post-
ings/150505. CSU is 
a n  EO/ EA /A A em-
ployer and conducts 
background checks on 
all f inal candidates.
(10/25/24)
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
Health is looking for an 
Emergency Prepared-
ness Manager. This po-
sition  is responsible for 
creating and overseeing 
emergency preparedness 
and response plans and 
involves assessing risks, 
coordinating training 
and drills, and ensur-
ing compliance with 
relevant regulations to 
protect the organiza-
tion’s assets, personnel, 
and operations in the 
event of emergencies. 
To learn more about 
this opportunity check 
out our careers page at 
www.slvh.org or call 
719-587-1200.(10/01/24)
B U S Y  P O T A T O 
WAREHOUSE hi r-
ing full time PERMA-
N E N T BAG GE R S/
STACK ERS. Apply 
at WORLEY & MC-
CULLOUGH, 2471 East 
CR 7 North, MONTE 
VISTA, CO. 81144. 
(10/5/24)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
Health is seeking a Di-
rector of Human Re-
sources. Leading a team 
of six, this position is 
directly responsible for 
the management, ad-
ministration, coordina-
tion, and evaluation of 
Human Resource ser-
vices and functions for 
all departments and the 
765 employees of San 
Luis Valley Health. To 
learn more about this 
incredible opportunity 
check out our careers 
page at www.slvh.org 
or call 719-587-1200.
(10/9/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is seeking 
a Land Use Code Com-
pliance Inspector w/
without Building In-
spector Duties to join 
our team.   The Land 
Use Code Compliance 
Inspector performs du-
ties related to the en-
forcement of the Rio 
Grande County Land 
Use Development Code 
and Building Codes.  
Performs inspections 
of vacation rental prop-
erties and maintains 
records rela t ing to 
vacation rentals. Per-
forms field verification 
of building setbacks. 
Maintains address and 
zoning permit data-
base and assigns new 
addresses and issues 
agricultural building 
permits.  Assists with 
building construction 
inspections as assigned.  
This a Full Time, Non-
Exempt Position, that 
will receive County 
benefits of Annual & 
Sick Leave, Retirement 
and Health Insurance.  
Wage/Salary Range is 
$20.19 - $29.26 per hour 
DOE.  Check out the 
Employment section 
on https://riogrande-
county.colorado.gov/ 
.  Submit applications 
to humanresources@
riograndecounty.org or 
drop it off at 925 6th 
Street, Rm 200, Del 
Norte, CO 81132.   Job 
will remain Open Until 
Filled.(10/9/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is seeking 
applications for the Full-
Time position of Content 
Strategist. Salary Range 
is $42,252-$48,060, 
commensurate with edu-
cation and experience. 
Benefits include Health, 
Dental, Vision, Life In-
surance, Retirement, 
PTO, Paid Holidays. 
This position provides 
key decision support 
in developing and im-
plementing a cohesive, 
integrated communi-
cation strategy across 
multiple platforms, in-
cluding social media, 
web, print and digital, 
that tell Adams State’s 
story in a compelling, 
visually engaging and 
consi s t ent  ma n ner. 
Review of applications 
will remain open until 
position if filled. For 
more information and 
application please visit 
ht tps: //www.adams.
edu/hr/employment /.
(10/9/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is seeking a 
Grant Specialist to join 
our team.   The Grant 
Specialist will work 
with federal, state, and 
private grants to man-
age programs and se-
cure funding. They often 
work with a variety of 
staff, including depart-
ment heads, financial 
staff, and others. Grant 
specialists may also be 
responsible for special 
projects.  The Grant 
Specialist will report 
to the Chief Financial 
Officer, is an Exempt 
Full-Time Position, will 
receive County benefits 
of Annual & Sick Leave, 
Retirement and Health 
Insurance.  Wage/Sal-
ary Range is $59,133.00 
- $65,248.00 per year 
DOE.  Please submit 
your application to hu-
manresources@riogran-
decounty.org or drop 
it off at 925 6th Street, 
Rm 200, Del Norte, CO 
81132.   Deadline to 
apply for the Grant Spe-
cialist position is 4PM 
on October 11, 2024.
(10/9/24)

FACILITIES/MAIN-
TENANCE DIREC-
T O R :  S A R G E N T 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking a highly mo-
tivated Facilities/Main-
tenance Director for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you have strong 
team management and 
interpersonal skil ls, 
knowledge of electrical, 
plumbing, and HVAC, 
we’d love to hear from 
you! Starting salary is 
between $45,000 and 
$53,800 BOE and quali-
fications. For more in-
formation and to apply, 
visit www.sargent.k12.
co.us or call 719-852-
4023. Application Dead-
line: 9/30/24 or until 
position is filled. EOE. 
(9/28/24)
SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking a MIDDLE 
SCHO OL & H IGH 
SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR for the re-
mainder of the 2024-
2025 school year. Please 
submit a district applica-
tion, resume, and cover 
at https://www.south-
conejos.com/page/how-
to-apply. (10/4/24)
1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a COMPLI-
ANCE DIRECTOR. 
FSWB offers competi-
tive compensation, gen-
erous benefits, & ca-
reer development. Join 
FSWB’s award-winning 
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit, 
and small businesses. 
For details and to apply, 
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (10/4/24)
SANGRE DE CRISTO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is looking for PART-
TIME CUSTODIAN 
help. For more informa-
tion please contact Gary 
Fritz at 719-378-2321 
or email gfritz@san-
greschools.org. Applica-
tions may be download-
ed from sdc.schooldesk.
net under tab “about 
us”. Position open until 
filled. (10/2/24)
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Classifieds

415 -  HOMES
 FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 
PROPERTIES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

353 - FARM &
LIVESTOCK

304 - LAWN & 
GARDEN

360 - MISC. 
FOR SALE

324 - SEED
 & FEED

426 - MOBILE HOMES 
FOR SALE

525 - 
GUNS

760 - 
MOTORCYCLES

601 - APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

CDL DRIVER: JT 
TIMBER FALLING is 
hiring a full-time LOG 
T RUC K DR I V E R. 
CLASS A CDL.  Based 
out of BLANCA, CO. 
Local destinations and 
home every night. A 
Comprehensive benefits 
package is available. 
$23-$30/hr. depend-
ing on experience. Call 
719-379-4066 or visit 
jttimber.com for more 
information. (10/16/24)
MANAGEMENT & 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON, or team, 
wanted for a 12-unit 
apa r tment complex 
in DEL NORTE, CO. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor 
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email 
a letter of interest and/
or resume to 712-274-
1230 or nnieman@
landmarkmanagement.
com. Equal Employ-
ment  Oppor t un it y. 
(9/28/24)
JOB TITLE: EX-
ECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR. Location: CHIL-
DREN’S GARDEN 
EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER, ALAMOSA 
CO. Salary: $55-60k 
a n nua l.  Over v iew: 
Ch i ld ren’s  Ga rden 
Early Learning Center 
(CGELC) is hiring an 
EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR to serve as the 
Head of School, re-
sponsible for the overall 
leadership, administra-
tion, and management 
of the center. The Exec-
utive Director will over-
see daily operations, 
ensure compliance with 
state and federal regula-
tions, and implement 
board-established poli-
cies. We seek a leader 
who is deeply com-
mitted to early child-
hood education, excels 
in organization, and 
fosters a warm, sup-
portive environment 
for both families and 
staff while maintaining 
the highest standards 
of care and education. 
Qualifications: Educa-
tion- Bachelor’s degree 
in education or a re-
lated field preferred; 
relevant exper ience 
may be considered in 
lieu of formal educa-
tion. Advanced degree 
and early childhood 
education credentials 
are highly desirable. 
Experience: Minimum 
of 3 years of experience 
in school administra-
tion, including 2 years 
in a supervisory role. 
At least 1 year of expe-
rience in nonprofit or 
corporate management. 
Knowledge and Skills: 
Strong background in 
early childhood educa-
tion. Director qualifica-
tions as required by the 
Department of Social 
Services. Experience 
in nonprofit administra-
tion and management. 
Fundraising experi-
ence. Ability to build 
positive relationships 
and establish rapport 
with families and staff. 
Excellent verbal and 
written communica-
tion skills. Strong time 
management and public 
speaking abilities. Pro-
ficiency in computer 
skills, with website 
development experi-
ence preferred. Other 
Attributes: Passion for 
working with children. 
Visionary and strate-
gic thinker. Optimistic, 
open-minded, and a 
good listener. Decisive, 
diplomatic, and fair. 
Strong leadership quali-
ties with the ability to 
delegate effectively. To 
apply, send a resume 
and 3 references to 
kassismith208@gmail.
com. (9/24/24).
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER needed at 
the URGSD. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant 
and fun-loving team for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(10/4/24)
B A R T E N D E R 
WANTED IN QUES-
TA, NM at El Monte 
Carlo Lounge. Thurs-
day – Sunday, 3pm-
11pm, hours may vary. 
$13/hr with tips, hous-
ing can be available if 
needed. Call Mark 575-
779-0653. (9/20/24)

D E L  N O R T E 
BANK is seeking to 
fill a full-time posi-
t ion for a TELLER 
i n  t h e  C R E E D E 
BRANCH. Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting custom-
ers. Many other du-
ties will be assigned as 
needed. The position is 
permanent, full-time, 
M – F, 8am – 4:30pm, 
an hourly rate range of 
$14.42 to $17.00, with a 
robust benefits package. 
Application available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at 117 
N. Main St, Creede or 
call 719-657-3376 and 
ask for Dawn. EOE. 
(10/2/24)
L E A D  T E A C H -
E R  F O R  I N -
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the 
UPPER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150 days  per  yea r 
which includes a l l 
days that teachers are 
at school. Please sub-
mit your application 
and resume to: Aaron 
Hor rocks, Super in-
tendent, at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO, 81132, or call at 
719-657-4040, x4000. 
Applications may be 
retrieved on-line at ur-
tigers.co or at the Dis-
trict Office. (9/24/24)
H E A D  J U -
N I O R  H I G H 
GI R LS’  VOLLEY-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or 
assistant coach at the 
middle school and or 
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school adminis-
trators, parents, and 
students. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski 
school, base operations, 
food & beverage/bakers 
& baristas, rental, retail, 
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services, 
ski patrol, grooming, 
snow removal, custodial 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with 
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $19/hour 
with merit increases 
b a s e d  o n  p e r f o r-
mance and experience. 
(10/30/24)

T R O Y - B U I L T 
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450. 
Max 719-379-3123. 
(10/19/24)
SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580 - 0 033 
o r  719 -3 76 -2 5 9 3. 
(10/11/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 bales, vari-
ous quality and pric-
ing.  719-850 -8917. 
(10/18/24-monthly)

NUBIAN BUCKS; 
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment, 
quality. Born 2023, 
Tricolored, dehorned, 
gentle. 719-588-6621, 
text. (9/25/24)

CA N N I N G  JA R S 
& lids for sale. 4 Mtn 
View Place, Alamosa. 
Best offer. 719-589-
4445.(9/28/24)

360 - MISC. 
FOR SALE

SCHWINN BIKE A 
one Condition. $25.00 
Ca l l  719-298-2175.
(9/28/24)
ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

FOR SALE BY Owner. 
HOMESTEADER’S 
CABIN: 3 out build-
ings, 16.85 acres, SAN 
LUIS VALLEY, COL-
ORADO. $40,000. 720-
483-2725. (10/9/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

O N E  B E D RO O M 
A P A R T M E N T , 
DOWNTOWN ALA-
MOSA. $700/month 
includes basic utilities. 
Interested? Email slvc-
brental@yahoo.com. 
Available October 1st. 
(9/25/24)
2 BEDROOM DU-
PLEX available for 
rent. W 7th St, ALA-
MOSA. $1,200/month; 
$1,200 security deposit. 
Water, trash and sewer 
are included. Tenant 
is responsible for gas, 
electric, internet. 719-
587- 6960 or  emai l 
manuelm@slvbhg.org. 
(10/9/24)
3  B E D R O O M ,  2 
BAT H  d u p l e x  i n 
BLANCA. Call 719-
588-5900. (10/9/24)
EAST ALAMOSA: 1 
BEDROOM, utilities 
included, $635 monthly, 
$700 deposit, income 
qualification. 719-580-
3710. (9/24/24)

611 - HOMES
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM 2 bath 
home for rent. W/D 
hook up, fenced-in 
back yard and front 
yard. $1600 per month 
plus utilities. Pets ne-
gotiable. Please call 
719-588-0009 for more 
information.(10/12/24)

FOR SALE: 2005 YA-
MAHA V-STAR clas-
sic, mileage 20,000+, 
$4,500.00 OBO. If in-
terested, call 719-298-
2331. (9/25/24)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  
VAn buren
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DEAR ABBY: My sis-
ter-in-law “Bethany” has 
been diagnosed with 
PTSD from her military 
service. For the past 15 
years, Bethany has picked 
fights with my wife, her 
sister, over anything and 
everything. She feels my 
wife “changed” after she 
married me. 

 Bethany didn’t like 
how we treated their 
father after we moved in 
four years ago so we could 
take care of him. (He re-
cently passed.) She also 
doesn’t like that we are 
living in the house that 
was her childhood home. 
She starts fights that 
escalate into screaming 
matches, while making 
herself out as the victim. 
She keeps reminding us 
that she has PTSD. My 
wife screams, cries and 
sobs during these conver-
sations. 

 My wife won’t cut Beth-
any off because they’re 
siblings, but I’m sick and 
tired of seeing her in tears 
trying to figure out what 
she did wrong. Whenever 
Bethany comes to visit, 
she ends up staying at 
our house. The fights 
are unbearable. I have 
begged and pleaded for 
my wife to cut her off. It’s 
affecting me now. Any 
advice would be appreci-
ated. -- POWERLESS IN 
MICHIGAN

 DEAR POWERLESS: 
Please share this with 

your wife. Has it not oc-
curred to her that she has 
done NOTHING wrong, 
and that Bethany’s rages 
may have less to do with 
PTSD than plain old jeal-
ousy? By now, the two of 
you must have realized 
that the price of having a 
relationship with her sis-
ter is too high. That your 
wife would allow herself 
to be repeatedly abused 
this way mystifies me. 

 When Bethany starts 
up again, your wife should 
hang up the phone. If 
Bethany shows up and 
can’t control herself, she 
should not be allowed in. 
If she’s already in, she 
should be told to leave im-
mediately. Until the two 
of you draw a firm line, 
nothing will change, and 
it could very well destroy 
your marriage. 

 DEAR ABBY: After 
28 years, I found out my 
husband, “Jerry,” was 
having an affair. While 
we were in the middle of 
the divorce, my nephew 
was getting married, and 
I told Jerry that, consider-
ing the circumstances, it 
was improper for him to 
go. I also told him that 
although he was denying 
everything and telling 
our daughters he had done 
nothing, my family knew 
everything. 

 Jerry insisted on going, 
but I told him he would 
NOT be in family pic-
tures and wasn’t invited 

to the reception. Abby, he 
insisted on sitting in the 
pew with our daughters 
and me, and even tried 
to walk my mother in. 
Was what he did in bad 
taste and improper eti-
quette? To me, it felt like 
another slap in the face. 
-- DIVORCED BUT NOT 
DONE

 DEAR DIVORCED: 
That your almost-ex-
husband would force his 
way into the wedding 
and sit with you and your 
daughters was gross bad 
manners. Was he invited 
by your nephew’s family? 
If he wasn’t, I hope he 
didn’t show up uninvited 
to the reception, which 
could have caused a major 
disruption. I think you 
will be well rid of this 
man. 

Sister-in-law’s behavior is 
increasingly unhinged


