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candidate
forum
cancelled

Unfortunately, the
CD-3 candidate forum
scheduled to be held by
the League of Women Voters
on Wednesday, Sept. 18,
has been cancelled. The
website lists as the reason
“a scheduling conflict with
one of the candidates.” If
the forum is rescheduled or
a substitute event is held,
notice will appear in the
Valley Courier.

Al is subject of
ASU Faculty

Lecture Series

ALAMOSA — The Adams
State University Faculty
Lecture “What A.l. Can
Never Do,” by Chris Kam,
P.D., assistant professor
of psychology, begins at
6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19,
in McDaniel Hall 101. The
lecture is free and open to

the public.
Taking principles from
Jungian psychology,

spirituality, philosophy, and
informal psycholinguistics,
this lecture will attempt to
argue that there are some
things that Al can never do.

For more information on
the Faculty Lecture Series,
contact Jess Gagliardi at
719-587-8921 or jgagliardi@
adams.edu.

SLV REC board
of directors

meeting

MONTE VISTA — San
Luis Valley REC will have the
regularmeeting of theboard
of directors at 9:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, Sept.24,at 3625 US
Highway 160 W, Monte Vista.

Advance noticeisrequired
to attend the meeting, call
Michelle Trujillo at 719-852-
3538.

SLV WEATHER
Y

Sunny, Breezy 72/31

Thurs: Sunny, Breezy
75/34

Fri: Sunny, Breezy 74/38
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Violence in Alamosa: a public forum

Conducted Sept. 19
by the DA’s office,
ACSO and APD

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — A public forum
on violence in Alamosa will be
held on Thursday, Sept. 19, from
6 to 8 p.m. at Society Hall.
“This community has wit-
nessed an increase In violent

Residents surmount a 14,000-foot chI

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

SAGUACHE COUNTY — Colorado
is blessed with some of the most spec-
tacular mountain scenery in the world.
The local Sangre de Cristo Mountains

constantly remind us of this gift

we experience and share with visitors

from around the globe.

The mountains near Crestone have

several 14,000-foot peaks that

challenging to climb and are consid-
ered world-class hikes and climbs.
Crestone resident Adam Kinney, a
long-time admirer of the Sangre Range,
embarked on an adventure on the week-

end of September 7-8. Alongside

W See 14,000 page 3

Saguache County residents Adam Kin-
ney (left) and Pete Van Horn spent the
weekend of September 7-8 hiking and
climbing 14,087-foot Challenger Point in
the Sangre de Cristo Range. The moun-
tain was named Challenger by the USGS
Board of Geographic Names in 1987 in
memory of the crew of the Space Shuttle
Challenger who perished in 1986.

Courtesy photo

Weight room

ALAMOSA — Society Hall
is excited to bring Colorado na-
tive and multi-instrumentalist
singer songwriter Erik Stucky to
the stage. The concert will be at
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 20, at
Society Hall, 400 Ross Ave., Ala-
mosa.

The door will open at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20 and are avail-
able online at www.societyhall.
org and at the Green Spot, 711
State Ave., Alamosa. The con-
cert will also stream live on the
Society Hall Facebook page and
You-Tube channel.

Society Hall board member
and Alamosa record producer

criminal episodes over the sum-
mer months in the City and
County of Alamosa,” writes DA
Anne Kelly. “While these inci-
dents do not signal any discern-
able trend, the District Attor-
ney’s Office, the Alamosa Police
Department and the Alamosa
County Sheriff's Office are re-
sponsible for ensuring that the
community is well informed
about how our agencies are re-
sponding to community con-

cerns.”

For this reason, local residents
will have the opportunity to ask
questions, express concerns and
hear what leaders in law enforce-
ment and the district attorney’s
office are doing in response to
the high level of violence the city
has been experiencing lately.

Alamosa County Sheriff Robert
Jackson, Alamosa Police Depart-
ment Chief George Dingfelder,
District Attorney for thel2th

Judicial District Anne Kelly and
Assistant District Attorney Wes-
ley Stafford will be presenting
information and responding to
community questions.

Anyone wishing to submit a
question or concern prior to the
forum can do so by sending an
email to district.attorney@dal2.
state.co.us.

Society Hall is located at 400
Ross Ave. in Alamosa. Doors will
open at 5:15 p.m.
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Courier photo by John Waters
The weight room at the Alamosa Family Recreation Center has recently been upgrad-
ed. The facility has a variety of activities available. For more information visit www:
ci.alamosa.co.us/parksandrec/home or call 719-587-2529.

Society Hall welcomes Nashville multi-instrumentalist Erik Stucky

and musician Don Richmond
says, “We've had a few people
telling us that we ought to get
this fellow to do a show — folks
like David Starr and dJordyn
Pepper, who have both played
our stage. So, we're excited to
welcome Erik Stucky to Society
Hall and the San Luis Valley.”
Growing up in Montrose, in
the rugged mountains of west-

B See STUCKY page 3

Colorado native and multi-instru-
mentalist singer songwriter Erik
Stucky will perform on Friday,
Sept. 20, at Society Hall.

Courtesy photo
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By JOHN WATERS
News Editor

ALAMOSA — Regular
visitors to the Alamosa
Family Recreation Center
will notice the weight room
has recently been renovat-
ed.

According to Andrew
Rice, Director of Parks,
Recreation and Library,
told the Valley Courier,
“We're pleased to announce
the Alamosa Family Rec-
reation Center (AFRC)
recently overhauled the
weight room with new
Hoist Fitness Inc., resis-
tance training machines.
It's hard to believe our
building is over 20 years
old now and the new equip-
ment brings state-of-the-
art functional (and safe)
resistance training to the
public. An additional Smith
Machine was added which
allows patrons to bench
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press and squat with built
in safeguards. A full set of
free weights is also avail-
able and a personal trainer
for reasonable rates is on
staff.”

The center has reason-
able rates and offers a va-
riety of exercise classes as
well.

Rice added, “Thank you
to City Project Manager
Steve Copley and Alcon
Construction Inc. for ex-
cellent work in extending
the roof out over the air
handlers and repairing the
stucco and foundation. This
work should prolong build-
ing durability for many
years.

“The Adams State pedes-
trian bridge project and the
Alamosa Riverfront Project
are moving right along but
not too much tangible prog-
ress to report on yet,” said
Rice.

117 N. Main
Creede, CO 81126
(719) 658-0126
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Colorado Snowmobile Grant

Harmony Faith Hernandez

Harmony Faith Her-
nandez was born on Aug.
28, 2024, in Alamosa,
Colo., to Aaron Moses
and Florinda Maria (De-
Herrera) Hernandez of
San Luis, Colo. Harmony
weighed 4 pounds 7 ounc-
es and was 16.5 inches
long. Harmony went to be
with the Lord on Sept. 12,
2024.

She was our tiny little
princess who had a big
and lasting impression
on everyone who had a
chance to meet her. She
was the youngest of six
children.

Harmony 1is survived
by her parents Aaron
and Florinda Hernandez;
sister Alissa Medina of
Okla.; and four brothers
Joziah Hernandez, and
Gabriel Hernandez both
of Alamosa Colo., Eliaz
Hernandez, and Emil-
iano Bailon both of San
Luis, Colo.; her maternal

grandmother Katherine
Manzanares; paternal
grandparents Aaron P

Hernandez Sr. of Den-
ver, Colo., Josephine (Jeff
Hard) Atencio of San
Luis, Colo.; great-grand-
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mother Criselda Atencio
of Chama, Colo.; uncles
Orlando Bocanegra of
Wyo., Justin Hernendez
and Richard Hernandez
both of San Luis, Colo.;
aunt Lucinda DeHerrera
of Alamosa, Colo.; god-
parents Fares and Amy
Jacquez of Alamosa,
Colo., and Susie Martinez
of San Luis, Colo. She is
survived by many great-
aunts, great-uncles and
many cousins.

Harmony is welcomed
into heaven by her ma-
ternal grandfather dJo-
seph  Aruthur (Hueso)
DeHerrera, great-grand-
mother Esperanza Ma-
ria Manzanares, great-
grandfather Sebby

P

Martinez, great-grand-
father = Antonio Man-
zanares, material great-
grandparents Gilbert and
Manuelita DeHerrera,
paternal great-grandpar-
ents Paul and Virgina
Hernandez, great-grand-
father Gilbert Atencio
and great-grandmother
Priscilla Marquez.

In Harmony’s short
time on earth, she has
taught us more than most
people will ever learn in a
lifetime, with her uncon-
ditional love that we will
cherish for eternity. Our
Baby Girl will forever be
loved and missed.

Viewing and visitation
will be held on Sept. 20,
2024, from 4-6 p.m. at
Grace Chapel located at
914 Alfonso St. Funeral
Service will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024,
at 2 p.m. at LDS Church
located at 705 Main St. in
San Luis.

To leave online con-
dolences, please visit
romerofuneralhomes.
com. The care of arrange-
ments has been entrusted
to Romero Valley Funeral
home of Alamosa.

Angelena M. Duran

Longtime  Antonito
resident Angelena M.
Duran was called home
on September 15, 2024.
She passed away at the
Conejos County Hospital
with her loving family by
her side. Angelena was
welcomed into the world
on March 14, 1950, the
beloved daughter of Oli-
ver Johnson and Bernice
(Barela) Johnson. Angele-
na devoted her life to car-
ing for her family. They
were her world. Angelena
enjoyed going gambling at
the casinos, watching her
T.V. shows, and spend-
ing as much time as she
could with her family and
friends. She was also an
avid Denver Broncos fan.
She was so very loved and
will be dearly missed.

Angelena was preceded
in death by her parents
Oliver and Bernice John-
son, her son Michael Ro-

sales, Dbrothers Oliver
Johnson II, Nestor John-
son, dJulian Johnson,

nephews Paul Johnson
and Jimmy Johnson.

Her memory and legacy
will live on through her
beloved husband Paul
Duran of Antonito, CO;
daughters Dolores (Matt)
Laliberte of South Dako-
ta; Beverly (Rick) Chacon
of Antonito, CO; Liz (Dan-
iel) Ruybal of Denver, CO,;
son Paul Duran, Antonito,
CO; grandchildren Daniel
Gurule, Dwayne Gurule,
Jack Tallman, Joseph
Chacon, Daniel Ruybal
III, Raya Ruybal, DeAn-
gelo Chacon, Rick Chacon
Jr., Bre Laliberte, Trent
Laliberte, Bryce Lalib-
erte, great-grandchildren
Liam, Alyson, Ellie, Hal-
ey, sisters Priscilla Mares,
Mary Lou Salazar, Becky
Hurtado, Gloria Burrola,

brothers Juby Johnson,
Willie Johnson and Roger
Johnson. She is also sur-
vived by numerous niec-
es, nephews, cousins and
friends.

Viewing and visitation
will be held on Thursday,
September 19, 2024 from
11-3 PM at the Romero
Funeral Chapel in Ala-
mosa. Vigil Service with
Recitation of the Rosary
will be held on Friday,
September 20, 2024 at
2:00 PM, Mass of the Res-
urrection to follow at 2:30
both at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Church
in Conejos. Cremation
will follow and Inurn-
ment will be held at a
later date. To leave online
condolences please visit
romerofuneralhomes.
com. The care of arrange-
ments has been entrusted
to Romero Funeral Home
of Alamosa.

To send flowers or a
memorial gift to the fam-
ily of Angelena “Angie”
M. Duran please visit our
Sympathy Store.

SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Benito Tony Quintana

Passed away Aug. 16, 2024. Burial of his ashes will be Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024,
La Jara Cemetary at 1 p.m. Friends and family are welcome to attend.

Monte Vista Clean Up
Days are Sept. 27 and 28

CONTRIBUTED

MONTE VISTA - The
City of Monte Vista is
holding its annual City
Clean Up Days on Sept.
27 and 28.

The city invites all resi-
dents to bring their trash
and debris to the Public
Works Yard at 384 Ski
Hi Trail for free dump
services.

Dumpsters will be set
up to collect the waste.
The hours for this event
are Friday, Sept. 27, from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday, Sept 28, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m.

“We will take all trash
and debris to include
household trash, wood,
construction  products,
limbs, metal, non-refrig-
erant appliances (stoves,
washers, dryers). We,
however, cannot receive
any electronics, paint,
refrigerators, fuel, tires,
or other items prohibited
at the Landfill. This year
we will take automotive
batteries,” city officials
stated.

City employees will not
help unload debris not
in a container or bagged.
Employees will not climb

onto any trailers or
trucks.
This opportunity 1is

only available at the Pub-
lic Works Yard at 384 Ski
Hi Trail in Monte Vista.
This opportunity is for

Monte Vista residents
only.
The SLV Regional

Landfill is not sponsoring
this, and it is not a free
dump day at the landfill.
If you go to the landfill,
you will be expected to
pay the current rates for
the debris you bring.
Prohibited wastes are:
Hazardous waste-
-includes any item that
would be classified as
hazardous including fuel.
* Radioactive waste

Toxic, corrosive,
reactive and Ignitable
waste — includes bat-

teries and all electronics.
Automobile batteries will
be accepted.

*  Polychlorinated

Biphenyl (PCB) waste
- Polychlorinated biphe-
nyls were widely used
as dielectric and coolant
fluids in electrical appa-
ratus, cutting fluids for
machining  operations,
carbonless copy paper
and in heat transfer flu-
ids.

+ Cathode ray tubes
(CRTs), central process-
ing units, computer
keyboards, VCRs from
non-residential  sources
cannot be accepted at the
land fill. Includes TVs,
computers, cell phones.

Effective dJuly 1, no
electronic item of any
kind will be accepted at
the landfill as determined
by Senate bill 12-133 and
defined by Regulation
pursuant to Sections 1.2
and 16.5 of 6 CCR 1007-
2, Part 1.

*+ Waste containing
free liquids — includes
paint, oil, or other liquids

+ Appliances that con-
tain refrigerant—in-
cludes Refrigerators

* Tires

Program to provide over $1M
for winter trail grooming,
equipment and maintenance

CONTRIBUTED

COLORADO - The
Colorado Parks and Wild-
life Snowmobile Grant
Program will provide
over $1 million dollars to
support winter trails in
Colorado this year. Over
$350,000 was approved
by the Parks and Wildlife
Commission for Snowmo-
bile Grant Program proj-
ects and an additional
$735,000 was provided
for the Trail Grooming
program to maintain win-
ter trail opportunities.

Despite its name, the
Snowmobile Grant Pro-
gram  supports  trail
grooming for  winter
trails that are open to
both motorized and non-
motorized use such as
cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, and fat bik-
ing.

CPW offers two types of
winter trail grants each
year.

Snowmobile
grants are

Program
distributed

through a competitive ap-
plication process for large
projects to maintain and
purchase new equipment
and maintain and build
new winter trails and
trail facilities. This year,

snowmobile grants will
fund five volunteer snow-
mobile clubs to purchase
grooming equipment and
repair existing groomers.

Trail Grooming grant
funds are primarily di-
rected toward winter
trail grooming, mainte-
nance and signage. The
Trail Grooming program
currently supports 27 vol-
unteer snowmobile clubs
that maintain and pro-
vide signage on over 2700
miles of winter trails.

The majority of fund-
ing for the Snowmobile
Program comes from
snowmobile registration
and permitting fees with
close to 25% of funding
coming from the Recre-
ational Trails Program
(RTP). The RTP is a fed-
erally funded grant pro-
gram that receives mon-
ey from a portion of the
federal gas taxes paid on
non-highway recreational
fuel.

“When you register
your snowmobile or buy
a permit, you are helping
to fund the winter trails
that you enjoy,” said
CPW Assistant Director
for Outdoor Recreation
and Lands Fletcher Ja-

cobs. “While it does sup-
port other winter trail ac-
tivities, the Snowmobile
Program’s primary goal is
to improve and enhance
snowmobile  recreation
opportunities across the
state while promoting the
safe and responsible use
of snowmobiles.”

In addition to trail
grooming and signage for
the snowmobiling public,
registration/permit fund-
ing also supports regis-
tration operations, snow-
mobile law enforcement,
the snowmobile safety
certification program and
Colorado’s Avalanche
Warning Program.

City, county, local and
federal government enti-
ties and grooming clubs
registered under the
Colorado Snowmobile As-
sociate (CSA) are eligible
to apply for either a pro-
gram grant or grooming
services grant. The 2025-
2026 snowmobile grant
cycle will begin in March
2025.

Learn more about the
Snowmobile Grant Pro-
gram, 2024-2025 grant
recipients and eligibility
requirements on CPW’s
website.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Bouncy houses were popular at the Monte Vista High School Back to School Bash on

Sept. 13 at MVHS.

MVHS Back to School Bash
brings community together

By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA - On
Sept. 13, Monte Vista
High School held a Back
to School Bash. The
bash was organized by
the Monte Vista School
Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation with sponsorship
from the LOR Founda-
tion. The Back to School
Bash was held at the high
school baseball field, and
everyone was welcome to
attend.

Approximately 450 peo-
ple, including students,
teachers, and parents,
attended the event, that
took place before Monte
Vista’s home football
game. The event was dec-
orated with lots of green
and gold decor, there
were multiple booths all
over the event, with free
hot dogs, chips, and wa-
ter being given out to all
attendees.

There were at least
three bouncy houses for
the kids across the field.
Monte Vista FFA, along
with Monte Vista High
School cheerleaders had a
booth at the event. There
was a splash tower set up
for anyone who wanted
to try to throw a splash
bucket on whoever might
have been sitting under it
at the bash.

Kids who attended
had large smiles as they
climbed up, jumping, and
sliding down the giant
bouncy houses all over
the park.

There was a booth set
up specifically with Mon-
te Vista Pirates hoodies
for sale. The Sno Shack
with snow cones was
also on site, with the
first 300 snow cones free
that night. Students at
the high school walked
all over the field, smil-
ing on their cell phones
or near their parents, as
they checked out all the
events at the bash.

Officer of the LOR
Foundation Ivette Aten-
cio attended the event
and stated, “it was great
to see so many people
there. LOR did sponsor
the event. The kids and
parents all looked like
they were having so much
fun. It was really great to
see other organizations
come out and support
the event as well. I think
community engagement
is very important, and
LOR is always happy to
support such efforts.”

Mother of a high school
student, Christina Lopez,
said the Bash was a great
way to meet school staff.

“The teachers looked
really happy to be here.
The bash has been fun,
lots of cool games, and
some good organizations
here showing spirit for
the Pirates. One thing
I appreciate is if you
haven’t met all your kids’
teachers, the bash is a
great place to do it, I met
a lot of them here, it’s
been nice. They even give

out dinner and a free en-
trance to the game, very
cool.”

Grandmother of a high
school student, Rose
Salazar, also attended
the event and said, “It’s
nice of the teachers to or-
ganize this, looks like a
lot to put together. I saw
a lot of kids and parents
that are here, wearing
Monte Pirate shirts, ev-
erybody looks like they
are excited about this
game. I want to thank ev-
eryone for doing this for
the kids. 'm here with my
daughter and grandkids
and I'm a proud grandma
of a football player, too.”

BREAKFAST
Egg & Cheese Breakfast Sandwich
Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY
Meatball Sub
Broccoli
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
MIDDLE sSCHOOL
Meatball Sub
Broccoli
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
HIGH SCHOOL
Meatball Sub
Broccoli
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

To sponsor the School
Menu call 589-2553
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group poses for a photo during their trip to Pueblo on Aug. 23 and 24.

Farm Fresh Direct makes $5,000 donation to 4-H Juntos

Group attends
two-day trip to
Pueblo

By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA — The
Colorado State Universi-
ty San Luis Valley Exten-
sion Office’s 4-H Juntos
group recently made an
overnight trip to Pueblo,
for an exciting Discovery
Day adventure Aug. 23
to 24. It would not have
been possible without a
generous $5,000 donation
from Farm Fresh Direct.

Local 4-H dJuntos Di-
rector Carol Gurule was
excited about the trip
and grateful to Farm
Fresh Direct and Mayra

McKibbon, the Director
of Workforce and Com-
munity Programs, for the
donation.

“With heartfelt grati-
tude, I want to say thank
you and share the success
of this trip with everyone.
This trip would not have
been possible without
Farm Fresh Direct led by
Mayra McKibbon. This
trip was a truly trans-
formative experience for
our 25 participants, in-
cluding both youth and
parents. I just want to
say thank you for helping
the 4-H Juntos program,
take these children, and
show them how valuable
they are, and how valu-
able they can be in their
future lives, too. Educat-

ing children is so impor-
tant to me. Thank you so
much. I truly appreciate
what you have done.”

Gurule described how
the trip was an extraordi-
nary adventure for every-
one who attended.

“It all began with a
journey to Pueblo. Our
group stayed at a Holiday
Inn. We took the kids on
an inspiring tour of Colo-
rado State University,
Pueblo. The tour offered
a glimpse into college life
for the kids, and really ig-
nited excitement in them
about future educational
possibilities,” she said.

Gurule said the staff
that gave the tour was en-
thusiastic with the kids,
and the tour was memo-

Courtesy photos

From left to right, Farm Fresh Direct CEO Mike Hulett and Mayra McKibbon, Director

The Colorado State Umverslty San Lu|s VaIIey Area EXteI‘ISIOI‘I Office’s 4-H Juntos of Workforce and Community Programs, present a check to CSU SLV Area Extension

Director Larry Brown, for the SLV Extension Juntos 4-H program.

rable from start to finish.

“Following the tour, we
enjoyed lunch at Pack
Café, located on the uni-
versity grounds,” she
said.

Gurule said lunch was
a wonderful way for fami-
lies and children to get to-
gether and reflect on their
tour and on the beginning
of the day’s events.

Gurule then described
a boat tour that was tak-
en of the historic Arkan-
sas River Walk in Pueblo.

“It was a relaxing way
to take in all the scenic
beauty and rich history of
the area,” she said.

Gurule said that dinner
was then held for the kids
with their choice of either
Angelo’s Pizza Pie or Old

14,000

B Continued from Page 1

Van Horn, he conquered
Challenger Point, a 14er
that had long been on his
bucket list.

Kinney is a business
owner, member of the
Crestone Board of Trust-
ees, and Mayor Pro Tem.
He said he and Van Horn
are “lovers and apprecia-
tors of our natural sur-
roundings here in Crest-
one.”

For over 20 years, Kin-
ney has gazed at the
peaks yet has never sum-
mited one. Finally, on
Sept. 8, he summited his
first 14,000-foot moun-
tain, Challenger Point
with Van Horn.

The ascent of Chal-
lenger starts at the Wil-
low Lake Trail No. 865
trailhead at the end of
Forest Road 949, about
two miles from downtown
Crestone.

Many people who climb
Challenger and nearby
Kit Carson hike the 4.5
miles up to a popular back-
packing area near Willow
Lake, which i1s at an el-
evation of 11,580. Most
climbers spend a night at
this base camp and make
their final ascent early the
following day. The hike
to the lake is spectacular
and affords people a riot
of wildflower colors in
summer and aspen in the
fall. As of last weekend,
the aspen are beginning
to turn, and hikers will be
treated to this in the next
several weeks. The three-
hour-plus hike to the lake
is strenuous, with a gain
in elevation of about 2,000
feet.

Above an elevation of
about 11,500, the trees

start to disappear, and
the minute mountain
plants of the Alpine tun-
dra dot the landscape.

The gear required to
make the ascent is mini-
mal; Kinney said his
pack weighed a light 28
pounds. “I was looking for
the mix of having a light-
weight pack and being
comfortable sleeping.”

After spending a night
under the stars at base
camp, the following
morning at first light, the
duo began their ascent
of Challenger, a climb of
about an additional 3,000
vertical feet. The steep
and arduous climb lasted
about three hours.

Kinney shared his ex-
perience of summiting
Challenger with the Val-
ley Courier, and here are
some of the highlights of
that conversation.

Regarding being at the
summit, Kinney said,
“I couldn’t believe how
calm and quiet it was. I
was expecting extreme
winds. We were drenched
in sweat; I expected to be
cold and wind-chilled. It
was so calm and so quiet,
serene.

“I couldn’t comprehend
how high up we would be;
looking down on the [San
Luis] Valley, we could see
the Wet Mountain Valley
to the east. It felt like be-
ing in an airplane, but we
were perfectly still, calm,
and on top of the world.

“One of the most en-
joyable aspects were the
people on the summit. I
was the least fit person
on the mountain that
day. There were a few
people who had started
at the trailhead and sum-
mited. They passed me
on the way up; they had
hiked an additional 4.7

miles or so and were go-
ing that much faster. We
met many amazing peo-
ple who were all equally
encouraging; they saw me
practically crawling up
the mountain and would
say, “Hey, you are crush-
ing this, keep going, you
are almost there.”

“On the summit, I could
look over and see Kit Car-
son Mountain, see it in
detail, and see how people
get to it from Challenger.
It was great to see them
climbing from Challenger
over to Kit Carson. [Many
people summit both peaks
on the same day.]

“Pete was fit and com-
petent to do the hike, and
his patience and gracious-
ness were comforting and
calming. He didn’t rush
me at all. He told me
this was a beautiful day;
we had plenty of time,
no rush. His being gra-
cious was meaningful and
helped me get up there.
For me, it wasn’t easy to
get oxygen and my out-
of-shape 47-year-old body
didn’t help. It has been
twenty years since I got
up to even 13,000 feet.

“I was surprised at how
beautiful and wonderful
it was to be up there.”

Kinney said he saw pi-
kas, bighorn sheep, and
deer on the expedition.

Kinney said that he
experienced nausea and
vertigo while making the
last third of a mile, and
that dissipated on the
summit. “I would say the
degree of awe of seeing
the Valley from that per-
spective and feeling ac-
complished reinvigorated
me. It even grounded me.

“The whole time I have
lived here and looking up
at these mountains, I've
never been able to know

the names of all the peaks
that are so much a rep-
resentation of Crestone.
Once I've been to a place,
I feel differently about it.
Now I know which peak
is which. This was really
meaningful to me to be
up there and know this is
Challenger, Kit Carson,
and those are the Cres-
tone Needle. I have not
been down on the T Road
driving into Crestone, but
I'm excited to look up and
know I've been there.

“At different times in
my life, I've been connect-
ed to prayer, and over the
last ten years, I've been
so invested in making a
place for my family that
I've drifted away from
my connection to prayer.
On the final 1,500 feet of
elevation gain, it was so
steep and so hard I start-
ed praying again. This
was a different version
of prayer than I've ever
had access to, and it was
a sweet opportunity to
connect with the moun-
tain, the Earth, and my
mother, my birth mother.
I really needed that. The
level of the authentic-
ity of my prayer was so
different because of the
physical challenge. I was
the physical exertion was
also a detox.

“When I came down, I
was so exhausted, I could
barely walk, and my wife
of sixteen years said there
was something different
in my eyes — a light in
my eyes.”

Regarding time in the
mountains, Kinney said,
“For so many of us, this
is a way to treat the po-
tential for depression or
anxiety that many of us
experience in our daily
grind. I can’t believe how
lucky we are to live here.”

Stucky

B Continued from Page 1

ern Colorado, Stucky
picked up his first mando-
lin at the age of 8 and be-
gan taking lessons from
the internationally ac-
claimed bluegrass legend
John Moore at 10. Stucky
later spent time working
for and traveling with the
renowned musician and
horse trainer.

Following the release
of his debut album “Stray
Clouds” in 2017, Stucky
packed up his instru-
ments and a single suit-
case and pointed his pick-
up for Nashville. Since
then, he’s released his
sophomore album, “Good
Vibrations,” and held
stages across the United
States and Europe.

In January 2024, he re-
leased his latest single,
“Vigilante Love,” which

has taken off following
its national premiere
on RFD-TV. The song
has been featured by Dirt
Road Country as well
as Nikki in Nashville and
has received over 23,000
streams on Spotify so far.

Stucky has been fea-
tured multiple times
by RFD-TV and Today
in Nashville, as well
as The Cowboy Chan-
nel, The Bluegrass Situa-
tion, Nashville Entertain-

ment Weekly, and many
other media outlets. His
music has been praised
by Americana UK, Roots
Music Report, M Music
& Musicians Magazine,
and CMA, AMA, and
ACM award-winner Crys-
tal Gayle.

When he’s not writing
or playing music, Stucky
enjoys exploring the out-
doors, reading, practic-
ing martial arts, hunting,
and eating great food.

Chicago Pizza.

“Dinner offered the
families a chance to un-
wind and discuss their
experiences for the day,
too,” she said.

Gurule said that the
next day the kids were
all taken to the Colorado

State Fair, where they
looked at 4-H projects
that were showcased

from all around Colo-
rado, including the San
Luis Valley counties. Gu-
rule said that the kids
had fun exploring all the
project areas, including
the Creative Cooks Con-
test, Public Presentations
Contests, and several pa-
vilions, including the Ag-
ricultural Pavilion, East
Horse Area, and Small
Animal Pavilion.

“Each exhibit offered
a window into the skills
and hard work of 4-H
members, reinforcing the
value of their dedication,”
said Gurule.

Gurule said that the
trip was a success for the
4-H Juntos group.

“The success of this trip
would not have been pos-

sible without the astound-
ing support from Farm
Fresh Direct and the lead-
ership of Mayra McKib-
bon. The positive feedback
from families underscores
the impact of this oppor-
tunity, highlighting the
invaluable experiences
gained by our Juntos 4-H
youth. Throughout the
trip, we ensured that all
logistical needs were me-
ticulously handled, includ-
ing transportation, meals,
and accommodations, al-
lowing our participants
to fully engage in these
enriching experiences, all
due to this wonderful do-
nation,” she said.

Gurule said she was
grateful to McKibbon and
Farm Fresh Direct for
their commitment and
support for local initia-
tives.

“Thank you for making
this trip a memorable and
educational experience
for all involved,” she said.

For more information
about Juntos 4-H, contact
Gurule at the CSU Ex-
tension Office at 719-852-
7381.

Mon.-Sat.
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Volunteers
power the
Colorado Trail

The Colorado Trail,
an iconic 567-mile
high-elevation trail
that crosses the Rock-
les, owes its existence
largely to Gudy Gas-
kill, a charismatic,
six-foot-tall woman
who could make
tough things seem
easy.

Gaskill not only
carried out the vision
of a state trail, be-
ginning slowly in the
late 1970s, but also gave birth to it. In
1972, she lobbied Congress, along with
forester Bill Lucas, credited with the
Colorado Trail idea, to change federal
law so that volunteers could be allowed
to build trails on public land.

Volunteerism was so potent an idea,
that when, in 1984, writer Ed Quillen
broke the story about Gaskill’s efforts to
revive trail building that had foundered
under the Colorado Mountain Trails
Foundation, people were energized to
join her. Soon, thanks to fundraising,
she had 350 volunteers coming each
summer to join trail crews she often led
herself.

She made creating the Colorado Trail
seem like a privilege: You camped out
in beautiful backcountry, ate great food,
and found stamina you never knew you
possessed.

In 1985, caught up in the story, my
father, Ed Marston, then publisher of
High Country News, volunteered my
sister, Wendy, 15, and me, 13, for a
week of trail building. That’s how we
learned how to swing those axe-like
tools called Pulaskis on the Molas Pass
to Durango section.

Gaskill herself led our crew, setting
out early with orange ribbon to mark
the trail. She was efficient and tire-
less, and in just a few hours, older, ur-
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ban and young volunteers became trail
builders with blisters to prove it.

It was exciting to work on a trail that
unfurled along the rooftop of Colorado.
Typical trails in those days led up moun-
tains or over steep passes. The Colorado
trail rejected peak-bagging and offered
a moderate route of week-long, 70-mile
sections, neither losing nor gaining el-
evation rapidly, though often charting
a route above tree line.

Ijoined a trail crew to revisit my child-
hood adventure this summer, and from
Aug. 7 to 11, Denver friend Jeff Miller
and I worked to repair trail in Chaffee
County’s Collegiate Peaks Wilderness.

In wilderness, if there’s a tree to fell,
you use a handsaw. We needed to move
big rocks, so two of us yoked ourselves
together in nylon harnesses to do that.
We divided labor this way: Men hauled
big rocks, and women wielding rock
hammers smashed the rocks into grav-
el.

Trail work has changed a lot in 39
years. Back then we built water bars to
stop erosion from runoff. Logs anchored
into slopes sluiced water off trails but
required annual maintenance. Now,

water moves off trail through “grade re-
versals.” The trail swoops below grade,
efficiently shunting water off the path,
then swoops back up to level grade.
Drains are large versions of grade re-
versals.

My fellow volunteers were largely
thru-hikers, skilled backcountry voya-
geurs who spend their holidays hiking
the trail from Denver to Durango in one
go. Mark Stephenson, 26, from Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania was one of the
trail’s most ardent fans.

He arrived on the trail via Greyhound
bus with $40 in his pocket, saying, “This
is a place where money doesn’t matter.”

Thinking a reported two-and-a-half-
mile hike to camp would be easy, my
friend and I arrived at the trailhead
loaded up with both front and back
packs. I confess to having done the
shopping. My friend was optimistic:
“lI can carry anything two and a half
miles.”

But our camp had moved six miles
away and 2,700 feet uphill. We made
it, slowly, and once at camp, we quick-
ly became free-store proprietors. But
there was another problem: I'd left my

tent poles at home. Crew leader Matt
Smith, an engineer from Golden, easily
came up with a fix: He used parachute
cord to rig up the tent fly, then added a
tarp to ward off the rain that soaked us
every afternoon and night.

I don’t recall meeting thru-hikers in
the mid-1980s, but today they seem to
dominate hiking culture. I could only
listen as the rest of the group talked
about trails known by acronyms, in-
cluding the famous AT — Appalachian
Trail.

“You're doing great work!” hikers
told us as they passed by. Crew lead-
er Smith offers this perspective today:
“19,000 volunteer person-hours go into
trail improvement every year.”

We owe thanks to those original trail
stalwarts — forester Bill Lucas, jour-
nalist Merrill Hastings and of course,
Gudy Gaskill. Their vision created of
one of the state’s wonders.

Dave Marston is the publisher of Writ-
ers on the Range, writersontherange.
org, an independent nonprofit dedicated
to spurring lively conversation about the
West. He lives in Durango, Colorado.

Professional Development Day unites
school districts for collaborative growth

By DIANA JONES and
LUIS MURILLO

In the ever-evolving landscape of
education, continuous professional
development is essential for teachers
and staff to remain informed, inspired,
and equipped with the necessary tools
to foster student success. Recently,
a collaborative professional develop-
ment day was held, bringing together
multiple school districts from across
the San Luis Valley. The event, titled
*SLLV Educators Conference: Uniting
Minds, Inspiring Futures*, not only
provided participants with an enrich-
ing learning experience but also served
as a powerful reminder of the collective
strength that emerges when educa-
tors from diverse backgrounds unite in
pursuit of a common goal—enhancing
their professional skills for the benefit
of their students.

* Setting the Stage for Collaboration

The decision to host a multi-district
professional development day stemmed
from a commitment to fostering col-
laboration beyond individual schools
and districts. Now in its second year,
with this being the third multi-district
conference, the initiative aims to ad-
dress a common challenge: too often,
schools operate in 1solation, where edu-
cators within a single school or district
benefit from professional development
while others facing similar challenges
just miles away miss out on these op-
portunities. By uniting educators from
different districts, the conference seeks
to break down those barriers, creating

a space where participants can share
resources, ideas, and experiences, and,
most importantly, learn from one an-
other.

Adams State University generously
hosted the event, accommodating the
large number of attendees and provid-
ing auditorium space for keynote pre-
sentations. The conference attracted
teachers, administrators, and support
staff from the Alamosa, SLV BOCES,
Moffat, Monte Vista, and Sierra Grande
school districts, as well as Adams State
University faculty. The excitement was
palpable as educators arrived, eager to
connect with new colleagues, gain fresh
insights, and expand their professional
networks beyond the confines of their
individual schools.

* Workshops Designed for Maximum
Impact

Following the keynote, attendees had
the opportunity to engage in a variety
of breakout sessions, each designed to
address specific strands, challenges,
and innovations in education. Facilita-
tors included both local educators and
external experts, providing a diverse
and well-rounded perspective on key
topics such as:

Artificial Intelligence in Education:
These sessions delved into the emerg-
ing role of Al in the classroom, exploring
its potential to enhance personalized
learning, streamline administrative
tasks, and provide real-time feedback.
Educators examined practical applica-
tions of A.I. technologies and discussed
the ethical considerations surrounding

their use in education.

Engagement Strategies: These work-
shops focused on innovative techniques
for increasing student engagement in
the classroom. Participants explored
hands-on strategies to foster active
learning, maintain student interest,
and create dynamic classroom envi-
ronments. Facilitators shared success
stories and provided actionable meth-
ods that educators could implement to
boost student participation and moti-
vation.

Trauma-Informed Care: As more
schools recognize the impact of trau-
ma on student learning and behavior,
these sessions provided insights into
creating supportive, trauma-sensitive
classrooms. Educators learned to iden-
tify signs of trauma and apply strate-
gies that promote emotional and psy-
chological safety, helping students feel
secure and ready to learn.

Teaching Strategies: These work-
shops offered an in-depth look at best
practices in teaching, focusing on dif-
ferentiated instruction to meet the
diverse needs of today’s students. Fa-
cilitators guided participants through
approaches to adapt lessons for varying
learning styles and abilities, ensuring
that all students have equitable access
to the curriculum.

One of the most valuable aspects of
these workshops was the collaborative
environment that allowed educators
from different districts to exchange
ideas and solutions. Teachers grap-
pling with specific challenges found
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that their peers in other districts had
already developed successful strate-
gies, while administrators discovered
innovative approaches to district-wide
issues by learning from others’ experi-
ences. This cross-district collaboration
not only fostered professional growth
but also strengthened the collective
effort to enhance education across the
region.

* Continuing the Momentum

As the day came to a close, partici-
pants expressed their excitement about
the new connections they had made
and the ideas they would bring back
to their schools. Many educators com-
mented that the opportunity to inter-
act with colleagues from other districts
had broadened their perspectives and
provided them with a renewed sense of
purpose.

One teacher from Monte Vista Schools
summed up the day perfectly: “It’s easy
to feel isolated sometimes when you're
just working within your own district.
Today reminded me that we’re all in
this together and that there are so
many great ideas out there that we can
use to help our students succeed.”

To maintain the momentum gener-
ated during the event, organizers have
proactively planned to sustain the col-
laboration. The SLV Winter Educators
Conference is already scheduled and
in the planning stages. This forward-
looking approach will facilitate ongoing
cross-district learning and professional
development.

The multi-district professional devel-
opment day was a resounding success,
distinguished not only by the valuable
content presented but also by the col-
laborative spirit it nurtured. In a time
when education is increasingly com-
plex, the event highlighted the signifi-
cant benefits of educators coming to-
gether to share insights and strategies.
Through this collaborative approach,
districts are empowered to innovate
collectively, ensuring that every stu-
dent has the opportunity to succeed.
As educational environments continue
to evolve, the insights gained from this
event will underscore the importance of
unity and the commitment to lifelong
learning.

Diana Jones is superintendent of the
Alamosa School District and Luis Mu-
rillo is the assistant superintendent of
ASD.

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.
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Colorado wants to help farmers survive drought, pests and market changes

By SHANNON
MULLANE
The Colorado Sun

UTE MOUNTAIN
UTE RESERVATION —
In southwestern Colorado,
Greg Vlaming crouched
down to look at dying re-
mains of an oat crop bak-
ing under the July sun. It
wasn’t just a dead plant —
1t was armor, he said.

“This minimizes wind
erosion and surface run-
off,” said Vlaming, a soil
scientist, consultant and
farmer. “Water can’t run
off on something that’s like
this.”

Vlaming is working
alongside the state, re-
searchers, farmers and
ranchers on a newly ex-
panded soil health pro-
gram established by the
Colorado legislature in
2021. The goal of the pro-
gram is to nurture soils in
order to reap rewards —
like more efficient irriga-
tion, more carbon storage
and healthier crops.

But changinglong-stand-
ing growing practices can
be a risky, expensive chal-
lenge for farmers already
dealing with drought and
thin margins. That’s why
the state spent this year
building out resources, like
traveling soil specialists,
for anyone who wants to
try its soil health practic-
es, said John Miller, Soil
Health Program adminis-
trator for the Colorado De-
partment of Agriculture.

“They spend pretty much
every day of the week on
the road meeting with pro-
ducers ... and we can’t do
it fast enough,” Miller said.
“They want more.”

For almost all of the last
24 years, parts of Colorado
have experienced some lev-
el of drought. Farmers and
ranchers are used to deal-
ing with swings in precipi-
tation, but if there are mul-
tiple poor water years in a
row, their crops, livestock
and bottom line can suffer.

They are also facing in-
creasing pressure to cut
back on their water use
as Western states grapple
with gaps between the de-
mand for water and the
supply in river systems
like the Colorado River
Basin, the source for 40
million people and about
5.5 million acres of agricul-
tural land.

Already in Colorado,
about 20% of the agricul-
tural demand for water
goes unmet each year, ac-
cording to the 2023 Colo-
rado Water Plan. By 2050,
that gap could widen by
150,000 to 200,000 acre-
feet per year, depending on
the location.

One acre-foot roughly
equals the annual water
use of two to three house-
holds.

The Colorado Soil Health
Program team aims to help
farmers and ranchers stay
in business whether there’s
drought, low reservoir stor-
age, poor market prices for
their crops or a new influx
of pests.

Improving soils is one
way to make that happen,
Vlaming said.

“If youre holding more
water, you're building pest
resistance, youre build-
ing resilience to drought,
you're building vigor in the
plant and higher yields,”
he said.

In the field at the Ute
Mountain Ute Farm and
Ranch in southwestern
Colorado, Vlaming checked
his cell phone, where he

could access real-time
measurements from a soil
sensor.

“Look what it shows me,”
he said. “We're super dry.”

Ideally, the soil is about
17% to 40% saturated with
water, depending on the
soil texture. As soils be-
come more saturated, it
can lead to flooding, ero-
sion and runoff. This field
— already cut and no lon-
ger irrigated — was at
15%.

Farmers can use these
soil readings to time when

their center pivots will
swing over the field and
sprinkle water over the
crops.

“Youre not going by in-
tuition, and you’re going,
‘Welp, field’s dry, let’s ir-
rigate,” Vlaming said. “It’s
like no, we know exactly
how dry we are. That’s part
of this program. ... It’s just
so cool.”

The soil health program
focuses on building up or-
ganic matter, like decaying
roots and plant leaves, and
increasing microbial diver-
sity in the soil.

Keeping a few inches of
plant stubble on the ground
after harvesting a crop is
one method. The program
also encourages farmers to
minimize soil disturbance,
increase the diversity of
plants grown on the field,
keep live plant roots in the
soil and integrate livestock
into farming practices.

More organic matter
helps store carbon, cuts
down on pest problems,
boosts nutrients, provides
aeration that helps roots
grow and stabilizes crop
yields.

It also acts like a sponge:
For every 1% increase in
organic matter, the soil
can store roughly 20,000
to 27,000 gallons of addi-
tional water per acre, ac-
cording to Miller and the
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service.

That means a farmer can
wait longer before irrigat-
ing again, using less water
on a particular field and
opening up water supplies.
They can reinvest that ex-
tra water in their business
or even conserve it as part
of efforts like the System
Conservation Pilot Pro-
gram, a federal program
that pays farmers to cut
their water use.

Growing without organ-
ic matter is like growing
something on Mars, Miller
said.

“Organic matter is the
key to everything,” he said.
“If 1t’s just dirt, just the
mineralized portion, that
water 1s not going to stay
there at all.”

The Ute Mountain Ute
Indian Tribe, which owns
the Farm and Ranch, has
10 fields in the state soil
program, most of which
are using at least one soil
health principle.

“It's gonna be a good

program for us to be able
to monitor and stay on
top of our soil health pro-
gram along with our water
placement and usage,” said
Simon Martinez, who man-
ages the 7,700-acre opera-
tion.

The Farm and Ranch is
one of 300 producers that
enrolled in the three-year
program this summer. It’s
the second iteration of the
program: In 2022, 120 pro-
ducers enrolled and are
wrapping up their partici-
pation this summer. The
total number of farms and
ranches in Colorado as of
2022 1s 38,800, according
to a 2023 federal agricul-
tural statistics report.

There’s still a lot of work
to do, said members of the
soil health team during
a tour of the Farm and
Ranch on July 30.

The main challenge 1is
money and mindset, they
said.

People who want to
try a different soil health
practice, like minimizing
disturbance of the soil,
might not have access to a
less disruptive tiller. They
might want to leave stub-
ble to armor the soil’s sur-
face, but they can’t afford
machinery with a glant
roller that creates a mat on
the soil’s surface.

Or they heard that their
neighbor tried to grow a
new crop to increase the
plant diversity, and it was
a costly failure.

“Anything experimental
can lead to a failure. ...
When you have the type
of thin margins that ag op-
erations do, costly failures
can’t be happening,” Miller
said. “It’s a good way to go
out of business.”

The state’s soil health
program helps pay for the
costs of trying out the new
practices, and the team’s
soil specialists offer on-site
advice to help people test
out the new soil practices.

“It’'s not a lot of money,
but the idea is to change
the mindset in the manage-
ment decisions,” Vlaming
said. “It values soil health
in your decision-making.”

Through the program,
sociologists are talking
to producers about barri-
ers to changing practices.
Researchers are doing
economic case studies to
understand the financial
impacts. Theyre gather-

about what those microbes
are and what theyre do-
ing,” Miller said.

ing hard data on water emissions and carbon se-
retention, the quality of questration.
runoff, greenhouse gas  “We want to know more
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By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA -Thefourth
week of the 2024 San Luis
Valley high school football
season is this weekend
with all but one local team
in action.

Here are thumbnail
sketches of this week’s
game.

ALAMOSA (2-1) AT

DELTA (2-1)

This week: The
Alamosa Mean Moose
will be on the road for
the second straight week
as it will travel to the
defending state champion
Delta Panthers. Kickoffis
at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Mean
Moose lost to Pueblo
Central, the second-
ranked team in Class
3A, 43-0 at Dutch Clark
Stadium last Thursday.
The Panthers won 49-0 at
Rifle last Friday.

Next week: Both teams
will have an open date
before their respective
league seasons.

#3 CENTAURI (3-0),

IDLE

This week: The third-
ranked Centauri Falcons
will have an open date
this week.

Last week: The Falcons
defeated eighth-ranked
Buena Vista 19-13 at
Buena Vista last Friday.

Next week: Centauri
will host Class 2A Bayfield
next Friday beginning at
7 p.m.

CENTER (0-3) AT
ELLICOTT (1-2)

This week: The Center
Vikings will be on the road
to the Front Range as it
will play at the Ellicott
Thunderhawks. Kickoff
is at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Vikings
lost at home to Cedaredge
52-12 last Friday. The
Thunderhawks lost at
Platte Canyon 26-20 in
overtime last Saturday.

Next week: Both teams
will be idle.

CUSTER COUNTY (0-
3) AT SARGENT (1-2)

This week:The Sargent
Farmers will host the
Custer County Bobcats.
Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

Last week: The
Farmers lost at Hoehne
62-0 last Friday. The
Bobcats lost at Holly 42-8
also last Friday.

Next week: Both teams
will have an open date.

DEL NORTE (0-2) AT

CEDAREDGE (2-1)

This week: The Del
Norte Tigers will be on the
roadtofacethe Cedaredge
Bruins on Friday. Game
timeis slated for 3:30 p.m.

Last week: The Tigers
forfeited their scheduled
game at Roaring Fork. The
Bruins defeated Center
52-12 on the road last
Friday.

Next week: Del Norte
will host Dolores Huerta
PrepnextFridaybeginning
at 3 p.m. Cedaredge will
be idle.

FOWLER (1-2) AT
SANFORD (1-2)

This week: The
Sanford Mustangs will
host the Fowler Grizzlies
on Friday. Kickoff is at
7 p.m.

Last week: The
Mustangs lost to seventh-
ranked Haxtun 60-0 at
home last Friday. The
Grizzlies lost to second-
ranked Akron 56-0 at
home last Saturday.

Next week: Both teams
will have an open date.

PAGOSA SPRNGS

(1-1) AT #9 MONTE

VISTA (2-1)

This week: The ninth-
ranked Monte Vista
Pirates will host the Class
2A Pagosa Springs Pirates
Friday. Game time is at
7p.m.

Last week: Monte
Vista defeated North Fork
43-20 last Friday. Pagosa
Springs was idle.

Next week: Monte
Vista will have the week
off. Pagosa Springs will
host Elizabeth next Friday
at 7 p.m.

SANGRE DE CRISTO
(1-1) AT #1 DOVE
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High school football previews — Week 4

Sy

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Sanford High School’s Trason Gartrell (21) rolls out for a pass in last Friday’s game against Haxtun. The
Mustangs host Fowler this coming Friday with kickoff scheduled for 7 p.m.

CREEK (3-0)

This week: The Sangre
de Cristo Thunderbirds
will be in the road to take
on the top-ranked Dove
Creek Bulldogs. Kickoff
is at 1 p.m. on Saturday.
It is a foundation game
and will not count on their
record.

Three local volleyball
teams in CHSAA rankings

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA - The Colorado High
School Activities Association released
its weekly rankings with three San
Luis Valley volleyball teams that are

mentioned.

In Class 3A, Alamosa High School is
ranked fifth. The Lady Mean Moose are
9-2 as of last Saturday and were on a

six-game winning streak.

In Class 2A, Del Norte is in the No. 3
position. The Lady Tigers are undefeated

in nine matches.

In Class 1A, Sargent is the No.
10-ranked team. The Lady Farmers
have won all eight of their matches so

far this season.

Sports
Bulletin

Follow sports editor
Ken Hamrick on X. His
handle is

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at Gunnison
- late

Prep girls volleyball

Alamosa at Centauri -
late

AntonitoatQuesta (N.M.)
- late

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY
College men’s soccer

AdamsStateatOklahoma
Panhandle State, 4:30 p.m.
College women's soccer

AdamsStateatOklahoma
Panhandle State, 1 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at La Junta (at
Tippy MartinezPark),4 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball

Sargent at Sangre de
Cristo, 5 p.m.

Centennial at Questa
(N.M.), TBA

FRIDAY
Prep football

SierraGrandeatAntonito,
3 p.m.

Alamosa at Delta, 7 p.m.

Center at Ellicott, 7 p.m.

CusterCountyatSargent,
7 p.m.

Del Norte at Cedaredge,
7 p.m.

Fowler at Sanford, 7 p.m.

Monte Vista at Pagosa
Springs, 7 p.m.

Prep cross country

Antonito, Centauri,
Centennial, Center, Del
Norte, Monte Vista, Sierra
GrandeatGerard Archuleta
Invitational (at Antonito),
9a.m.

Prep girls volleyball

Center,EvangelChristian,
Sangre de Cristo at La Veta,
9a.m.

SierraGrandeatAntonito,
11 a.m.

MountainValleyatSouth
Park, 1 p.m.

Pueblo East at Centauri,
4 p.m.

College women'’s
volleyball

Adams State at New

Mexico Highlands, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY
Prep football
Sangre de Cristo at Dove
Creek, 1 p.m.
Prep cross country
Alamosa at Coronado

Invitational, 9 a.m.

Prep girls gymnastics

Alamosa at Overland
Invitational, TBA

Prep boys soccer

Alamosa at Pagosa

Springs, 10 a.m.
Prep girls softball

Lamar at Alamosa, 11
a.m.

Prep girls volleyball

Centauri at Pagosa
Springs, 11 a.m.

Monte Vista at Center,
11Ta.m.

Primero, Sargent at
Centennial, 11 a.m.

Sierra Grande at Creede,
11Ta.m.

Trinidad at Sanford, 11
a.m.

Montezuma-Cortez at
Del Norte, noon

Mountain Valley at
Crested Butte, noon

College football

Adams State at Western
Colorado, 6 p.m.

College cross country

Adams State at
Metropolitan State-Denver
Invitational (atWashington
Park), 8:30 a.m.

College men’s soccer

Sul Ross State (Texas) at
Adams State, 10 a.m.
College women'’s soccer

Sul Ross State (Texas) at
Adams State, 1 p.m.

Last week: The
Thunderbirds had an
open date. The. Bulldogs
defeated Escalante 50-61in
New Mexico last Friday.

Next week: Sangre will
travel to Holly for a 6 p.m.
kickoff. Dove Creek will
travel to Monticello (Utah)
with kickoff scheduled for

7 p.m.

#2 SIERRA GRANDE
(3-0) AT ANTONITO
(0-2)

This week: The
Antonito Trojans will host
the second-ranked Sierra
Grande Panthers Friday
beginning at 3 p.m.

Last week: The Trojans
had an open date. The
Panthers defeated Kiowa
63-18 on the road last
Friday.

Next week: Antonito
will host Branson/Kim
next Saturday at 1 p.m.
Sierra Grande will beidle.

OUR

LOW-PRICE

GUARANTEE!

19%DI
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AT GARCIA AUT
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Colorado’s multimillion dollar investment in
quantum gets 70-acre campus in Arvada

By TAMARA CHUANG
The Colorado Sun

Two months after win-
ning a $40.5 million fed-
eral grant to invest in a
quantum computing hub
in Colorado, members of
a local consortium have
acquired a 70-acre prop-
erty in Arvada, attracted
millions more in funding
commitments, and, on
Monday, put shovels to
the ground.

That’s relatively quick
in a realm where private
industry must rely on
public agencies and area
universities to make deci-
sions.

“Colorado and the Moun-
tain West are on top not
just because of the amaz-
ing scenic views but ulti-
mately because of decades
of innovation and startups
that are right around risk
taking and smart policy
and startup entrepreneur-
ialism,” Zachary Yerush-
almi, CEO of the Elevate
Quantum consortium, told
a small crowd during the
ceremonial groundbreak-
ing.  “Entrepreneurship
is, of course, no stranger
to Gov. Polis, and the sup-
port for this effort and
wider advanced technol-
ogy policies of the state
going back decades is why
we stand here today.”

The business park,
dubbed the Quantum
COmmons, is the next
phase of the state’s Tech
Hub effort, which became
official in October after
Elevate Quantum beat
out hundreds of other ap-
plicants. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce pro-
gram stemmed from the
CHIPS and Science Act of
2022 to bring tech manu-
facturing back to the U.S.
and spread tech expertise
around the country.

But the real plan in the
Denver-Boulder corridor is
to take all the super brain
power spawned during the
decadeslong existence of
federal labs and schools
like the University of Col-
orado — four Nobel Prize
laureates for physics hail
from CU — and connect it
to the dozens of startups
and private companies
working to commercialize
quantum right now. An-
other goal is to create tens
of thousands of jobs, not
all of them requiring an
advanced degree.

Get that formula right
and the region, as more
than one person alluded
to, could become another
Stanford Research Park,
a 1950s partnership be-
tween city and industry
that became a cornerstone
of high tech’s Silicon Val-
ley.

“Quantum gives us a
path to end infectious dis-

ease. It will cure cancer.
It'll turn back the clock on
climate change. The things
we know it can do will
fundamentally transform
civilization,” said Corban
Tillemann-Dick, founder
of Denver-based Maybell
Quantum, which makes
super-cold  refrigerators
to slow atomic motion so
quantum computers can
effectively operate. “That’s
why this place matters.
The Quantum COmmons
isn’t just these 70 acres.
... It’s our Bell Labs, our
Stanford Research Park,
our Apollo program.”

On Monday, though, the
Arvada site looked like
a neglected, 1970s-style
industrial park, with di-
lapidated asphalt roads
and worn-down parking
lots. There’s about 60,000
square feet of buildings,
including one with labs in
need of updating.

The property, just off
Highway 72, is covered
with wildgrasses and over-
looks residential neighbor-
hoods and a railroad track
to in the south. It’s hard to
miss with a 180-foot-tall
landmark on site, accord-
ing to the property bro-
ker. That’s the old lift pipe
tower originally used by
oil-shale company Tosco
in the 1980s to research
how to extract oil shale
from rocks. But then Tosco
left town and while prop-
erty owners tried to keep
it leased to science and
research tenants, the site
has been for sale for years.

Enter the Colorado
School of Mines, a consor-
tium member eager for the
advances and opportuni-
ties quantum will offer to
students.

“We knew that a re-
quirement for any suc-
cessful proposal was going
to be to have a location
where companies could
get together, advance
their technologies, share
resources,” said Paul C.
Johnson, president of the
School of Mines. “That’s
where we jumped in and
said, ‘how about if we do
that for you to make your
proposal more competi-
tive? They got very excit-
ed about it.”

Johnson said that the
school had been aware
of the site for years but
hadn’t found the right use.
And then came quantum.
He’d kept the board in the
loop this year and let them
know they may have to
approve the purchase fast.
The federal award was
announced in July. Mines
completed the purchase in
August.

The school’s commit-
ment is likely to be “in
excess of $20 million by
the time we're done in the

We

Men & Women’s Soccer at Oklahoma
Panhandle State University at

dnesday, September 18

Goodwell, O.K.
1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

next 18 months,” Johnson
said.

That covers the cost of
buying the property for
$14 million, fixing up the
existing 60,000 square
feet of labs and offices
(“Maybell’s going to have
quantum refrigerators
down in the basement
that feed the upper floors,”
Johnson said) and devel-
oping a shared clean-room
fabrication facility, which
is critical for companies
building such sensitive
instruments that might
get messed up if someone
sneezes. It sounds like a
coworking space for start-
ups and tech companies
that can’t afford to build
clean rooms of their own.

Mines is the owner, op-
erator and developer of
the property and at some
point, it does hope to get
some of the investment
back. Payback could be
in the form of cash, as the
property develops and is
leased to companies, much
like Stanford Research
Park.

The other return is the
opportunity for students.

“Our goal i1s to make
this successful so they
continue to get funding
and Colorado does become
the world’s epicenter of
quantum technologies.
That’s our first goal,” he
said. “But we've already
had discussions about
students having intern-
ships with the companies
up there and students do-
ing senior design projects.
It may not be a formal
classroom kind of educa-
tion, but we've certainly
already talked about hav-
ing students there getting
experiential learning op-
portunities.”
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COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 964-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On June 27, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
GEORGE R. HANNA AND JENNIFER LEE HANNA
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS
NOMINEE FOR THE FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING
Date of Deed of Trust
June 21, 2022
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
July 05, 2022
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
385618
Original Principal Amount
$196,886.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$193,482.78
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows: Failure
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of
Trust and other violations of the terms thereof
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
TRACT 4, LAUER DIVISION OF LAND, THE PLAT OF WHICH WAS
RECORDED ON JANUARY 28, 1988 AT RECEPTION NO. 244305,
COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE OF COLORADO. TOGETHER
WITH A 1/2 INTEREST IN ANY AND ALL WATER AND WATER
RIGHTS, DITCHES AND DITCH RIGHTS, WELLS AND WELL
RIGHTS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO UNDERGROUND WA-
TER RIGHTS FOR PERMIT NO(S). 58018 IN WATER DIVISION NO.
3, STATE OF COLORADO.
Purported common address: 13193 EAST US HIGHWAY 160, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at public auction,
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 10/30/2024, at County Office Building,
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 9/4/2024
Last Publication 10/2/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 06/27/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State
of Colorado
S/
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the
indebtedness is:
Ryan Bourgeois, Esq. #51088
Barrett Frappier & Weisserman, LLP 1391 Speer Boulevard, Suite
700, Denver, CO 80204 (303) 350-3711
Attorney File # 00000010132116
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4115.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 4, 11, 18, 25, & October
2,2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING - 1041 Regulations-Public Utili-
ties

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Conejos County Commis-
sioners will have a presentation from Xcel Energy with a work session
to follow on Wednesday, September 25, 2024, beginning at 5:30 PM.
The presentation and work session will be held at the PARISH HALL
— 6631 County Road 13, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
complex in Conejos. A special meeting will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 26, 2024, at 9:00 AM. The meeting will be held at the Cone-
jos County Department of Social Services meeting room at 12989
County Rd G.6/Veterans Blvd, Conejos CO. The presentation and
work session are being conducted to obtain additional information
concerning 1041 Regulations — Public Utilities. The special meeting
will be to finalize the 1041 Regulations — Public Utilities.
The presentation, work session, and special meeting are open
to the public. Any questions prior to those events may be directed
to the Land Use Office at 719-376-2014 or by email at landuse@
€0.CONejos.co.us
No. 4127.

Published in the Valley Courier on September 14, 18, & 24, 2024.

173 - PROFESSIONAL 221-

SERVICES HELP WANTED

INSURED QUALITY
FENCING INSTAL-
LATION. Offering
quotes for wire and post
rail. Call 719-371-7932.
(9/24/24)

221-
HELP WANTED

BUSY POTATO
WAREHOUSE hir-
ing full time PERMA-
NENT BAGGERS/
STACKERS. Apply
at WORLEY & MC-
CULLOUGH, 2471 East
CR 7 North, MONTE
VISTA, CO. 81144.
(10/5/24)

FACILITIES/MAIN-
TENANCE DIREC-
TOR: SARGENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is seeking a highly mo-
tivated Facilities/Main-
tenance Director for
the 2024-2025 school
year. If you have strong
team management and
interpersonal skills,
knowledge of electrical,
plumbing, and HVAC,
we’d love to hear from
you! Starting salary is
between $45,000 and
$53,800 BOE and quali-
fications. For more in-
formation and to apply,
visit www.sargent.k12.
co.us or call 719-852-
4023. A})3plication Dead-
line: 9/30/24 or until
position is filled. EOE.
(9/28/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is seeking a MIDDLE
SCHOOL & HIGH
SCHOOL ATHLETIC
DIRECTOR for the re-
mainder of the 2024-
2025 school year. Please
submit a district applica-
tion, resume, and cover
at https://www.south-
conejos.com/page/how-
to-apply. (10/4/24)

1ST SOUTHWEST
BANK, a locally owned
CDFI community bank,
is seeking a COMPLI-
ANCE DIRECTOR.
FSWB offers competi-
tive compensation, gen-
erous benefits, & ca-
reer development. Join
FSWB’s award-winning
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s
agricultural, nonprofit,
and small businesses.
For details and to apply,
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (10/4/24)

SANGRE DE CRISTO
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is looking for PART-
TIME CUSTODIAN
help. For more informa-
tion please contact Gary
Fritz at 719-378-2321
or email gfritz@san-
greschools.org. Applica-
tions may be download-
ed from sdc.schooldesk.
net under tab “about
us”. Position open until
filled. (10/2/24)

SAVE
on
FUEL

Shop

lly

P.O. Box 1099,
Alamosa, CO 81101

AD COPY

Ways To
Advertise

Valley Classifieds

589-2553

Guaranteed Ad - $24.00

Ads must be prepaid, private parties only. One item only, no real estate
(rentals, sales, apts. efc...), and no professional services. If item does not
sell within 14 days, you must call to renew before the expiration date at NO
CHARGE up to 20 more days. No refunds or copy changes except price
reductions. Up to 20 words, additional charge for extra words.

Multiple Location - $5.00

Any regular or guaranteed ad can be picked up into another
classified category for the entire length of the running time.
Must be same ad, no copy changes. Ads run multiple locations

in same issues.

Free Ad

As a thank you to our readers, any item placed in the Courier with an adver-
tised price of §25 or less will be published FREE for 1 week (4 issues). Here's

how it works:

1. Private parties only.

2. Ad must be 20 words or less.

3. Price must be listed.

4. No yard or garage sales run free.

5. Multiple items in 1 ad may not equal more than $25

(Limit one per customer per week)
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221- 221-
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
CDL DRIVER: JT DELNORTEBANKis

TIMBER FALLING is
hiring a full-time LOG
TRUCK DRIVER.
CLASS A CDL. Based
out of BLANCA, CO.
Local destinations and
home every night. A
Comprehensive benefits
package is available.
$23-$30/hr. depend-
ing on experience. Call
719-379-4066 or visit
jttimber.com for more
information. (10/16/24)

MANAGEMENT &
MAINTENANCE
PERSON, or team,
wanted for a 12-unit
apartment complex
in DEL NORTE, CO.
Duties include but not
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair,
painting, and grounds
keeping. Fax or email a
letter of interest and/or
resume to 712-274-1230
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com. Equal
Employment Opportu-
nity. (9/28/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL
TEACHER needed at
the URGSD. We are
seeking a hardworking
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join
our dynamic, vibrant
and fun-loving team for
the 2024-2025 school
year. Applicants must
have a bachelor’s degree
or higher and possess
or be able to obtain a
Colorado Teaching Li-
cense. Please submit
your application, re-
sume and cover letter
to: Amy Duda, Principal
at aduda@urtigers.co
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4050. Applications
can be picked up at the
District Office or online
at: urtigers.co. (10/4/24)

BARTENDER WANT-
ED IN QUESTA,NM at
El Monte Carlo Lounge.
Thursday — Sunday,
3pm-11pm, hours may
vary. $13/hr with tips,
housing can be available
if needed. Call Mark
575-779-0653. (9/20/24)

seeking to fill a full-time
osition for a TELL-
R in the CREEDE
BRANCH. Duties will
be to accept deposits,
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while
maintaining a balanced
cash drawer. Must be
personable and pleasant
answering the phone
and greeting custom-
ers. Many other duties
will be assigned as
needed. The position is
ermanent, full-time,
— F, 8am — 4:30pm,
an hourly rate range of
$14.42 to $17.00, with a
robust benefits package.
Application available at
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at
117 N. Main St, Creede
or call 719-657-3376
and ask for Dawn. EOE.
(10/2/24)

LEAD TEACH-
ER FOR 1IN-
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the
UPPER RIO GRANDE
SCHOOL DISTRICT.
150 days per year
which includes all days
that teachers are at
school. Please submit
your application and
resume to: Aaron Hor-
rocks, Superintendent, at
950 French Street, DEL
NORTE, CO, 81132, or
call at 719-657-4040,
x4000. Applications
may be retrieved on-line
at urtigers.co or at the
District Office. (9/24/24)

HEAD JUNIOR HIGH
GIRLS” VOLLEY-
BALL COACH needed
at DEL NORTE JR.
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or
assistant coach at the

middle school and or
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess:
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough
knowledge of the rules
of the sport; and have
the ability to establish
and maintain effective
working relationships
with school administra-
tors, parents, and stu-
dents. Please contact
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy,
Principal, at: ahardy
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)
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MAKE TIME FOR
FAMILY READING

You'll find fun and informative news and features on
a wide range of topics. Plus, reading the newspaper
with your children helps them understand what's

happening in the worIqI and how it affects them.

™
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o

cription Information, call 589-2553

APPLIANCE REPAIR

All Major Brands of Kitchen
& Laundry Appliances

Your Local SLV
Architecture Firm for

Residential,

« Trained and Certified
Technicians

ALTITUDE

APPLIANCES
Open 10-6 Mion-Sat

611 Main - Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

Commercial,
Industrial and
Agricultural Projects

Don Spencer, A.lLA.
icensed in Colorado, Texas and
New Mexico

719-696-5783

Steve Copley
Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

SPENCER

architecture studio

spencerarchitecturestudio.com

SPRINKLER REPAIR
Sprinkler Repair
and Installation

Quick Service!
Call evenings & weekends

719-580-0033 or
719-376-2593

[ERPLIANCES ]

239 Walker Rd. - Alamosa
(Located in the old Sears store)

719-587-3882
www.slvappliance.com

Stucco

Sanchez Plastering
& Masonry

Synthetic :

T¥aditional Fully Insured
Patches &Bonded
Interior Fully Licensed
Exterior Work Guaranteed
Paint

(719) 486-6781

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only *99 per month*

*3 month commitment

Estate

.

higsle

AP id

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

+ Excellent Service +

Advertising

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only %99 per month*

*3 month commitment

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

1< PORTER REAITY, c

503 Man Street, Alamosa CO

719-589-5899

Expert Advice ¢

Jim’s Tire
Store

711112 State Ave. » Alamosa
719-589-9690

jni@porterrealty.cbm
(719) 580-2636

Exceptional Results

Rlumbing & Remodeling

DEREK'’S

Plumbing & Remodeling
License# PC-3398 « License# MP-600281

Derek Marquez
Master Plumber, Plumbing Contractor
(719) 588-0682
dereksplumbing@outlook.com
1110 Alamosa Ave. « Alamosa, (0

WICENSED PLUMBER
All Types Plumbing

Repair

Quick Service!
Call evenings & weekends

719-580-0033 or
719-376-2593

B

82 CONEJOS
ALAMOSA

719-589-9144

IE:arth Moving .

Earthworks of Southern Colorado uc
Troy Geringer  719-480-1756

*Trenching Dirt Work
* Ditch Cleaning *Demolition
+Site Cleaning & Prep * Snow Removal
* Driveway Construction & Grading
*Landscaping
* House Pads
Siream Bank Restoration
*Irigation Welding & Fabrication
*Tractor Mowing

nUCTION I

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Last Saturday of the month
from. April 27 until November
30. At the Community Building
next to. Quality Timbers on
Hwy. 285.Taking consignments
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00
am. Lunch available.

F

00D TRUCK
SUAVECITO)rols

f bk N ey !

= Q\EE /2

Caterimelocatcdlimthe @%@k@é’
loginfhenteflListleCaesary

IWi i:e Buy Cars I

We Welcome Insurance Claims

8425 Rd. 8 South - Alamosa
589-9205

Construction

ZTEG

Construction

5”& 6" SEAMLESS
RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 - La Jara, C0 81140

Advertising

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only ¥99 per month*

*3 month commitment

GethYour Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553
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221-

HELP WANTED

341- GARAGE
SALE

JOB TITLE: EX-
ECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR. Location: CHIL-
DREN’S GARDEN
EARLY LEARNING
CENTER, ALAMOSA
CO. Salary: $55-60k
annual. Overview:
Children’s Garden
Early Learning Center
(CGELC) is hiring an
EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR to serve as the
Head of School, re-
sponsible for the overall
leadership, administra-
tion, and management
of the center. The Exec-
utive Director will over-
see daily operations,
ensure compliance with
state and federal regula-
tions, and implement
board-established poli-
cies. We seek a leader
who is deeply com-
mitted to early child-
hood education, excels
in organization, and
fosters a warm, sup-
portive environment
for both families and
staff while maintaining
the highest standards
of care and education.
Qualifications: Educa-
tion- Bachelor’s degree
in education or a re-
lated field preferred;
relevant experience
may be considered in
lieu of formal educa-
tion. Advanced degree
and early childhood
education credentials
are highly desirable.
Experience: Minimum
of 3 years of experience
in school administra-
tion, including 2 years
in a supervisory role.
At least 1 year of expe-
rience in nonprofit or
corporate management.
Knowledge and Skills:
Strong background in
early childhood educa-
tion. Director qualifica-
tions as required by the
Department of Social
Services. Experience
in nonprofit administra-
tion and management.
Fundraising experi-
ence. Ability to build
positive relationships
and establish rapport
with families and staff.
Excellent verbal and
written communica-
tion skills. Strong time
management and public
speaking abilities. Pro-
ficiency in computer
skills, with website
development experi-
ence preferred. Other
Attributes: Passion for
working with children.
Visionary and strate-
gic thinker. Optimistic,
open-minded, and a
good listener. Decisive,
diplomatic, and fair.
Strong leadership quali-
ties with the ability to
delegate effectively. To
apply, send a resume
and 3 references to
kassismith208@gmail.
com. (9/24/24).

WOLF CREEK SKI
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski
school, base operations,
food & beverage/bakers
& baristas, rental, retail,
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services,
ski patrol, grooming,
snow removal, custodial
building maintenance,
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download
an application and see
job descriptions please
visit the employment
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box
2800, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147. All jobs are
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $19/hour
with merit increases
based on perfor-
mance and experience.
(10/30/24)

304-LAWN &
GARDEN

TROY-BUILT
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450.
Max 719-379-3123.
(10/19/24)

SPRINKLER RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service!
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580-0033
or 719-376-2593.
(10/11/24-monthly)

324- SEED
& FEED
NATIVE GRASS
HAY for sale. HORSE
HAY in SMALL
BALES and COW
HAY available in 3x3
BALES. Contact Ed, if
interested, leave a mes-

sage (719) 852-3069.
(9/18/24)

HORSE & COW
HAY: GRASS,
GRASS/ALFALFA,
ALFALFA. 3x3 bales,
various quality and
pricing. 719-850-8917.
(10/18/24-monthly)

GARAGE SALE:
SATURDAY, Sept. 21,
2024,9 Washington St.,
MONTE VISTA, 8 to 1.
(9/21/24)

347 - HOUSEHOLD
GOODS
LARGE CERAMIC
& GLASS BOWLS,

$15 takes all. 719-852-
8879. (9/21/24)

601 - APARTMENTS
FORRENT

Accepting
IApplications for 2 & 3
bedroom family units

Valley Grande
Apts.
2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656 ==

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

350 - FARM

EQUIPMENT

KRAMER SINGLE
8 row ROUND BALE
RETRIEVER. 719-
588-0168. (9/21/24)

NEW HOLLAND
688 ROUND BALER,
$8,000. 719-588-0168.
921/24)

353-FARM &
LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE: 2 gelded
HORSES. Experienced
trail/ pleasure riding,
BOMB PROOF. Just in
time for hunting season.
Call for details, 719-
580-8291. (9/18/24)

NUBIAN BUCKS;
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment,
quality. Born 2023,
Tricolored, dehorned,
gentle. 719-588-6621,
text. (9/25/24)

360 - MISC.

FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices.
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

401 - BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

Century Property
Management & Sales, L.c
Alamosa e 589-5744

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
SERVICE
For all your rental
needs please call
719-589-5744 or stop
by 823 Main St.
Alamosa, CO 81101

415- HOMES

FORSALE

Accepting Applications for

waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-

room apartments. Family
units available

West View
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949

TTY
[&] 1-800-659-2656 12
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent
based on income for qualifying

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.
Antonito, Colo.

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656 )

This institution is an equal 57
opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for
2 bedroom apartments.
Family living at an
affordable price.
Guadalu Ire
Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.
376-2025
TTY

b 1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal ===
opportunity provider and employer

Acceptin%a plications
for2 & edroom
apartments. Family
living at an affordable
price. Disabled Unit
Available.

Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St.
Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

This institution is an equal

opportunity provider and employer.

760 -

MOTORCYCLES

FOR SALE: 2005 YA-
MAHA V-STAR clas-
sic, mileage 20,000+,
$4,500.00 OBO. If in-
terested, call 719-298-
2331.(9/25/24)

If you keep finding out about
local events after they
happen, it’s time to subscribe
to the Valley Courier.

subscribe today and stay
connected to your world.

FOR SALE BY Owner.
HOMESTEADER’S
CABIN: 3 out build-
ings, 16.85 acres, SAN
LUIS VALLEY, COL-
ORADO. $45,000. 720-
483-2725. (9/20/24)

426-MOBILE HOMES

FORSALE

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700.
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

601 - APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

ONE BEDROOM
APARTMENT,
DOWNTOWN ALA-
MOSA. $700/month
includes basic utilities.
Interested? Email slvc-
brental@yahoo.com.
Available October Ist.
(9/25/24)

2 BEDROOM DU-
PLEX available for
rent. W 7th St, ALA-
MOSA. $1,200/month;
$1,200 security deposit.
Water, trash and sewer
are included. Tenant
is responsible for gas,
electric, internet. 719-
587-6960 or email
manuelm@slvbhg.org.
(10/9/24)

3 BEDROOM, 2
BATH duplex in
BLANCA. Call 719-
588-5900. (10/9/24)

EAST ALAMOSA: 1
BEDROOM, utilities
included, $635 monthly,
$700 deposit, income
qualification. 719-580-
3710. (9/24/24)

Accepting applications
for 1 bedroom
apartments. Must be 62
or older or disabled

Cielo Vista

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664
Y

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

=

1-800-659-2656 k==

One Man’s Junk is
Another Man’s Treasure.

Try Our Classifieds!
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Some conversations can look PARTICLE | | ™o charsel
more like an interrogatio

DEAR ABBY: I ap-
preciate you offering

your booklet “How to Popular” contains many

Be Popular” to people wuseful tips for accom-

who are uncomfortable plishing this. It can be oF DM KING SPINACH CASSEROLE A#g;ggyﬁﬁ& WHIIINE
or uncertain in social ordered by sending your FOOD TASTER
situations. I don’t know name andaddress, plusa

if the following tips are check or money order for _ .

included, buthere’swhatI $8 (U.S. funds), to: Dear ¢ H

do: When I meet someone Abby Popularity Book- g g

for the first time, I say, let, P.O. Box 447, Mount B H

“Tell me three things Morris, IL 61054-0447. > g H

about yourself that you Shipping and handling |§ £ i
would like to share.” As are included in the price. 1 f[Eromis o

I listen to the response, Itismeant forpeopleofall B

I think of the “W” words ages and covers a variety

--who, what, when, where of situations. A THE GRIZZWELLS

and why. Then, for elabo- The keys to being so- BIGAIL HERE WAATS WITH THE FTM TAKNG THE ResT ==

ration, I ask one of those
questions, or perhaps
more, a few minutes later.
I hope these suggestions
are helpful. -- BOBW.IN
NORTH CAROLINA
DEAR BOB: Showing
an interest in others is
generally a good idea.
However, some people
might find your direct
approach intimidating if
it’s a conversation starter
with no preamble. Asking
who, what, when, where
and why can be useful in

ponversatior_l,_ as 1t also dence_recently that Mom your mother may be hav- WHAT IF (T
;Sr tvlvclrllgn writing a news ishavinganextramarital ing an extramarital affair ALL I HAVE TO DO KICKS ME BACK ?

Making social con-
versation doesn’t come
naturally to everyone.
Fewindividuals are adept
at it because they are so
focused on their own in-
securities thatit distracts
them from reaching out.
It can, however, be prac-
ticed and polished until it

becomes second nature.
My booklet “How To Be

cially successful are: Be
kind. Be honest. Be tact-
ful. Offer a compliment if
you think it is deserved.
Be a good listener, and
people will think you are
a genius. (It’s true!) And
remember, a smile is an
excellent icebreaker be-
causeit puts those around
you at ease.

DEAR ABBY: I am in
my late 20s. My mom and
dad will soon have been
married for 30 years. I
accidentally found evi-

affair. When I confronted
her, she said I should goto
therapy to help deal with
my overreaction to her
“doing something I don’t
like.” She totally ignored
the fact that it’s not just a
minor thing that I'm up-
set about, but something
wrong, immoral, hurtful
and disrespectful to my

R T
e i

L

VAN BUREN

dad, my brother and me.

Mom and I were very
close, but this has ru-
ined our relationship. I
feel like she is putting
reconciliation all on me,
which feels unfair. What
do I do? -- THROWN IN
MARYLAND

DEAR THROWN: I
am sure that what you
discovered was a shock.
However, you know noth-
ing about the reason(s)

and whether your father
knows about it. What’s
going on hasnothingto do
with you and your brother.
Please take your mother’s
advice. Discuss this mess
and your feelings about
it with a licensed family
therapist, and you may
gain some insight.

GARFIELD

THREE BowvLs o
STEW ?

OF THE WEEK oFF
AND T WANT To

©2024 UFS/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS
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Decades of national suicide prevention policies haven’t slowed deaths

By CHERYL

PLATZMAN

WEINSTOCK
Colorado Newsline

When Pooja Mehta’s
younger brother, Raj,
died by suicide at 19
in March 2020, she felt
“blindsided.”

Raj’s last text message
was to his college lab
partner about how to di-
vide homework questions.

“You don’t say you're
going to take questions 1
through 15 if you're plan-
ning to be dead one hour
later,” said Mehta, 29, a
mental health and sui-
cide prevention advocate
in Arlington, Virginia.
She had been trained in
Mental Health First Aid
— a nationwide program
that teaches how to iden-
tify, understand, and re-
spond to signs of mental
illness — yet she said her
brother showed no signs
of trouble.

Mehta said some peo-
ple blamed her for Raj’s
death because the two
were living together dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic while Raj was at-
tending classes online.
Others said her training
should have helped her
recognize he was strug-
gling.

But, Mehta said, “we
act like we know every-
thing there is to know
about suicide preven-
tion. We've done a really
good job at developing
solutions for a part of the
problem, but we really
don’t know enough.”

Raj’s death came in
the midst of decades of
unsuccessful attempts to
tamp down suicide rates
nationwide.

During the past two
decades federal officials
have launched three na-
tional suicide prevention
strategies, including one
announced in April.

The first strategy, an-
nounced in 2001, focused
on addressing risk factors
for suicide and leaned on
a few common interven-
tions.

The next  strategy
called for developing and
implementing standard-
ized protocols to identify
and treat people at risk
for suicide with follow-
up care and the support
needed to continue treat-
ment.

The latest strategy
builds on previous ones
and includes a federal ac-
tion plan calling for im-
plementation of 200 mea-
sures over the next three
years, including priori-
tizing populations dis-
proportionately affected
by suicide, such as Black
youth and Native Ameri-
cans and Alaska Natives.

Despite those evolv-
ing strategies, from 2001
through 2021 suicide
rates increased most
years, according to the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Pro-
visional data for 2022,
the most recent numbers
available, shows deaths
by suicide grew an addi-
tional 3% over the previ-
ous year. CDC officials
project the final number
of suicides in 2022 will be
higher.

In the past two de-
cades, suicide rates in ru-
ral states such as Alaska,
Montana, North Dakota,
and Wyoming have been
about double those in ur-
ban areas, according to
the CDC.

Despite those persis-
tently disappointing
numbers, mental health
experts contend the na-
tional strategies aren’t
the problem. Instead,
they argue, the policies —
for many reasons —sim-
ply aren’t being funded,
adopted, and used. That
slow uptake was com-
pounded by the pandem-

ic, which had a broad,
negative impact on men-
tal health.

A chorus of national
experts and government
officials agree the strate-
gies simply haven’t been
embraced widely, but
said even basic tracking
of deaths by suicide isn’t
universal.

Surveillance data is
commonly used to drive
health care quality im-
provement and has been
helpful in addressing can-
cer and heart disease. Yet,
it hasn’t been used in the
study of behavioral health
issues such as suicide, said
Michael Schoenbaum, a
senior adviser for mental
health services, epidemi-
ology, and economics at
the National Institute of
Mental Health.

“We think about treat-
ing behavioral health
problems just differently
than we think about phys-
ical health problems,”
Schoenbaum said.

Without accurate statis-
tics, researchers can’t fig-
ure out who dies most often
by suicide, what prevention
strategies are working, and
where prevention money is
needed most.

Many states and ter-
ritories don’t allow medi-
cal records to be linked

to death certificates,
Schoenbaum said, but
NIMH 1is collaborating
with a handful of other or-
ganizations to document
this data for the first time
in a public report and da-
tabase due out by the end
of the year.

Further hobbling the
strategies is the fact that
federal and local funding
ebbs and flows and some
suicide prevention efforts
don’t work in some states
and localities because of
the challenging geogra-
phy, said Jane Pearson,
special adviser on suicide
research to the NIMH di-
rector.

Wyoming, where a few
hundred thousand resi-
dents are spread across
sprawling, rugged land-
scape, consistently ranks
among the states with the
highest suicide rates.

State officials have
worked for many years
to address the state’s sui-
cide problem, said Kim
Deti, a spokesperson for
the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Health.

But deploying services,
like mobile crisis units, a
core element of the latest
national strategy, is dif-
ficult in a big, sparsely
populated state.

“The work is not stop-

ping but some strategies
that make sense in some
geographic areas of the
country may not make
sense for a state with our
characteristics,” she said.

Lack of implementation
isn’t only a state and lo-
cal government problem.
Despite evidence that
screening patients for
suicidal thoughts during
medical visits helps head
off catastrophe, health
professionals are not
mandated to do so.

Many doctors find sui-
cide screening daunting
because they have lim-
ited time and insufficient
training and because
they aren’t comfortable
discussing suicide, said
Janet Lee, an adolescent
medicine specialist and
associate professor of pe-
diatrics at the Lewis Katz
School of Medicine at
Temple University.

“I think it is really scary
and kind of astounding to
think if something is a
matter of life and death
how somebody can’t ask
about it,” she said.

The use of other mea-
sures has also been in-
consistent. Crisis inter-
vention services are core
to the national strategies,
yet many states haven’t
built standardized sys-

tems.

Besides being frag-
mented, crisis systems,
such as mobile crisis

units, can vary from state
to state and county to
county. Some mobile cri-
sis units use telehealth,
some operate 24 hours a
day and others 9 to 5, and
some use local law en-
forcement for responses
instead of mental health
workers.

Similarly, the fledgling
988 Suicide & Crisis Life-
line faces similar, serious
problems.

Only 23% of Americans
are familiar with 988
and there’s a significant
knowledge gap about the
situations people should
call 988 for, according to
a recent poll conducted by
the National Alliance on
Mental Illness and Ipsos.

Most states, territories,
and tribes have also not
yet permanently funded
988, which was launched
nationwide in July 2022
and has received about
$1.5 billion in federal
funding, according to the
Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services
Administration.

Anita Everett, director
of the Center for Mental
Health Services within
SAMHSA, said her agen-

cy is running an aware-

ness campaign to promote
the system.
Some states, includ-

ing Colorado, are taking
other steps. There, state
officials installed finan-
cial incentives for imple-
menting suicide preven-
tion efforts, among other
patient safety measures,
through the state’s Hos-
pital Quality Incentive
Payment Program. The
program hands out about
$150 million a year to
hospitals for good perfor-
mance. In the last year,
66 hospitals improved
their care for patients
experiencing suicidality,
according to Lena Heil-
mann, director of the Of-
fice of Suicide Prevention
at the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health
and Environment.

Experts hope other
states will follow Colora-
do’s lead.

And despite the slow
movement, Mehta sees
bright spots in the latest
strategy and action plan.

Although it is too late
to save Raj, “addressing
the social drivers of men-
tal health and suicide and
investing in spaces for
people to go to get help
well before a crisis gives
me hope,” Mehta said.

This device is placed
around a dog’s body
instead of just the
neck, which can make
walking more
comfortable.
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Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

Double Word Puzzile

Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence.
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THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY
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1609: Henry Hudson
begins his explora-
tion of the river that
would one day bear
his name.

1943: German forces
rescue Benito
Mussolini from
house arrest.

1984: Dwight
Gooden of the New
York Mets sets the
rookie record for
strikeouts.

HEEL

a command for
a dog to have
him walk close

behind you

English:
Spanish:
Italian:
French:
German:
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A dog’s sense of smell is
amazing. A dog has as many
as 300 million scent
receptors. By
comparlson a human
nose has about 5
million receptors.

Get the KON
PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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ALAMOSA
STATE BANK

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

A Real Community Bank

Local Ownership. Local Commitment.

CELEBRATING 117 YEARS!

www.alamosastatebank.com

2225 Main Street

Alamosa
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Ph. 589-2564




