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SLV Veterans
plan annual

parade

ALAMOSA — American
Legion, Post 113, and Veterans’
organizations of the San Luis
Valley are planning the annual
Veteran's Day Paradetobeheld
on Monday, Nov. 11, beginning
at 10:45 a.m.

The parade will stop in front
of the reviewing stand at State
and Main streets, at 11 a.m. to
hold a solemn tribute to “our
fallen comrades.”

Everyone is welcome to
participate — groups, schools
and or organizations. Parade
lineup will begin at 9:30 a.m.
on Main and La Due Avenue
and the vacant lot on 6th
and La Due. Those wanting
to participate in the patriotic
paradeorformoreinformation,
should contact the parade
chairman, Charlie Griego at
719-588-0324,Karilyn Espinosa,
Adjutant of the American
Legion at 719-379-3540 or Jack
Rudder at 719-588-9838.

Retirement
party for
Lynette Cotton

ALAMOSA —TheAlamosa
Senior Citizens Center Board
of Directors cordially invites
the public to a retirement
party for Lynette Cotton on
Friday, Sept. 20, from 2 to 4
p.m., at the Alamosa Senior
Citizens Center, 92 Colorado
Ave. Cake, cupcakes, and
punch will be served.

Registration
open for Miner
Walk/Run

ALAMOSA — The 2024
Stephanie L Miner 5K Walk/
Run will be on Saturday, Sept.
21,atColeParkin Alamosa.The
event begins at 9:45 a.m. with
announcements to help fight
cancer. All proceeds benefit
the local cancer center.

Registration closes on Sept.
18. Cost is $30 per person.
Teams of 10 or more are $25
per person.Registrationis $35
onthedayoftheevent.T-Shirts
areincludedinthepriceforthe
first 700 participants.

Run-Walkoptionsare 1-mile
healthywalk, 2.5-mile walk, or
a Sk walk.

People can register online at
https:/runsignup.com/Race/
CO/Alamosa/StephanieLMiner
5kWalkandRun.

To register offline see the
SLVH Foundation at 1921
Main St. or contact Ariean
Khoketkham, Foundation
Assistant, at 719-587-6359.

SLV WEATHER
Sunny, Light and
Variable Wind 79/39

Sun: Slight Chance of
Afternoon Showers,
Breezy 78/44

Mon: Chance of
Afternoon Showers,

Breezy 74/46
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Keith R. Cerny

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA - Longtime San
Luis Valley newspaper publish-
er Keith Cerny will be honored
with a retirement party Friday,
Sept. 20 from 4-6 p.m. on the
patio of Knee Knockers restau-
rant at Cattails Golf Course.

Cerny had been publisher of
eight publications in the Valley
since 1992, retiring in August
2024. He cut his journalistic
teeth as a sophomore in high
school in 1972, writing sports
for his hometown newspaper,
the Schuyler (Neb) Sun.

He later served as a writer,
photographer and newspaper
manager 1in Ogallala, Neb.,

Wisner, Neb., Lusk, Wyo and
Evanston, Wyo winning doz-
ens of awards for his writing
and photography in Nebraska,
Wyoming and Colorado, includ-
ing a first-place national award
for coverage of agriculture while
in Wisner.

Cerny was also a division
manager for News Media Cor-
poration for 30 years, oversee-
ing newspapers in Colorado,
Wyoming, Arizona, and Oregon.

Over the years, he also served
as a volunteer firefighter in Wis-
ner and Lusk, for a combined 10
years.

After coming to Alamosa in
1992, Keith was named Ala-

Crews were
busy at work on
Friday, replac-
ing sculptures
that have
graced the

city streets of
Alamosa since
the ARTsFestival
of 2023 with 15
new works of
art, ARTsFesti-
val sculptures of
2024.'Budding
with Gratitude’
by artist Jodie
Bliss is one of
the new instal-
lations.“As a
river swelling
and swirling

on the brink

of overflowing
quenches the
mountain side
Budding with
Gratitude’reads
the pedestal
upon which

the sculpture
stands at the |
corner of Hunt
and Main.Just |
one of many
works of art

to be seen on
Saturday, Sept.
14. in the city of
Alamosa.

Courier photos by
Priscilla Waggoner

‘Budding with Gratitude’ goes
up for 2024 ARTsFestival

mosa Citizen of the Year by
the Alamosa County Chamber
of Commerce in 1996, a board
he served as chairman of for 1
% years and served on for 13
years. The Alamosa Masonic
Lodge also named him “out-
standing citizen” in 1993.

He was awarded the presti-
gious Adams State Billy Adams
Award in 2000. A 20-plus-year
member of the Adams State
Grizzly Club board, he and his
wife Debbie were named Griz-
zly Club Members of the Year
in 2011. He was also a member
of the Adams State Foundation
Board for 20 years.

B See CERNY page 3

Courtney Hockmg is the Adams ‘State
2024 Exceptional New Alumna.

Hocking

keeps her

goals In sight
She is the 2024 Adams

State University

Exceptional New Alumna

By ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA - In just two years since
earning her B.A.
from Adams State, Courtney Hocking
22 is making impressive progress to-
ward her goal of working in internation-
al relations. She will receive the Adams
State 2024 Exceptional New Alumna
Award at the Homecoming Banquet on

in political science

M Sce HOCKING page 3

Use of 14ers is up locally and down elsewhere

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
COLORADO — The
Colorado Fourteeners
Initiative (CFI) has been
monitoring hiking use
on Colorado’s 14,000-foot
peaks (14er) using infra-
red trail counters since
2014. Hiking some or all
of Colorado’s 58 14,000+
foot peaks is a passion
for residents and visitors
alike. The exhilarating
pastime benefits hikers
and our economy.
According to the ini-
tiative, 14er use in 2023
fell to an all-time low of
260,000 hiker use days,
equaling the initial es-
timate from 2015. This
represents a 6.8 percent

decline from 2022’s esti-
mate, reflecting a broader
trend of decreased hiking
activity since the peak
in 2020 during the pan-
demic summer when use
reached 415,000 hiker
days.

While the number of
people hiking 14ers over-
all fell in Colorado, the
number of people hiking
the peaks in the Sangre
de Cristo Mountains in-

B See 14ERS page 3

Lloyd Athearn with the
Colorado Fourteeners
Initiative installing an

infrared trail counter
just below the summit of
Mount Lindsey.

Courtesy photo
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OBITUARIES

Monica Kim Ketcham

Monica Kim Ketcham
(Lee), 64, of Los Lunas,
N.M., former long-time
resident of Colorado,
passed into eternal rest
on Sept. 6, 2024, after a
courageous battle with
long-term medical condi-
tions. Born on the 1st of
November 1959, Monica
— known to most as Kim
— was a steadfast beacon
of love in the lives of her
devoted family as a Wife,
Mother, Daughter, Sister,
and Mimi.

Kim 1is lovingly re-
membered by her hus-
band, Barry Ketcham,
with whom she shared
a blessed 44-year union
filled with unwavering
companionship and sup-
port.

She leaves behind her
beloved daughters dJes-
sica Ketcham and Brit-
tany Goering, a cherished

by ) |

granddaughter Ashlynn
Goering who were the
light of her life. She is also
survived by her father,
Dick Lee; her sisters,
Cathy Simpson (Cleave)
and Denise Lee Marquez,
and a host of loving rela-
tives and dear friends.
Kim now rejoins in
peace with her mother
Katie Lou Lee and her
brother Steven Lee who
preceded her in passage.
A woman of many pas-
sions, Kim enjoyed trav-

eling, exploring various
food cuisines, reading a
wide range of literature,
crafting, and gardening,
of which many of these
were also passed on to
her daughters.

The Ketcham family ex-
presses their gratitude for
the heartfelt condolences
received. Services will be
held privately, managed
with dignity and care by
Noblin Funeral Home,
Los Lunas, NM. Inter-
ment will be announced
at a later date to be held
in Alamosa, Colo.

Kim’s memory will live
on in the many lives she
touched with her wviva-
ciousness and her endur-
ing love. May she rest in
peace.

Flowers or donations in
Kim’s name can be made
to American Heart Asso-
ciation,

Teresa Dolores Olivas

It 1s with deep sadness
that we announce the
passing of Teresa Dolores
Olivas, a beloved wife,
mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother and
sister, who passed away
surrounded by her family
at home on Aug. 30, 2024,
at the age of 86. Born on
Aug. 11, 1938, Teresa
lived a life defined by
love, creativity, and un-
wavering faith, leaving
an indelible mark on all
who knew her.

Teresa was the devoted
wife of Bert Olivas, her
steadfast partner of 64
years. Together, they
raised three daughters
Debra Ursula Lin-
ford, Kathy Maynor, and
Annette Garcia — who
were their pride and joy.
Teresa found immense
happiness in her family,
including her grandchil-
dren Jessica Henderson
(Brian Henderson), Ra-
chel Robbins (Brandon
Robbins) Mara Emoto
and David Garcia (Kim-
berly Garcia), as well as
her great-grandchildren
Josiah Joseph Hender-
son, Elena Jane Robbins,
Liam Alan Robbins, and
Teresa Grace Robbins.

Her love for her family
was boundless, and she
treasured every moment
spent with them, finding
joy in their accomplish-
ments and offering wis-
dom and comfort in times
of need. She also shared
a close bond with her nu-
merous siblings, embrac-
ing the role of family ma-
triarch with grace and
generosity.

A gifted artist, Teresa

1938-2024

was known for her tal-
ent as an avid quilter.
Her quilts were more
than just blankets; they
were intricate works of

art, reflecting her ex-
traordinary ability to
see and blend colors
in ways most people
couldn’t. Each stitch was
a testament to her cre-
ativity and passion, and
her quilts will forever be
cherished by those who
were fortunate enough
to receive one. She
formed deep friendships
with fellow quilters in
the towns she lived in,
Henderson, Nev., and La
Jara, Colo., and she took
great pride in the artist-
ry she shared with them.

In addition to her quilt-
ing, Teresa was a skilled
China painter, known for
her meticulous attention
to detail and the delicate
beauty of her creations.
She was extremely dedi-
cated to her pursuits and
her artistic talents knew
no bounds. She elevated
her craft to an art form
and used them to bring
joy and beauty into the
world.

Teresa’s life was filled
with simple joys, which
she appreciated deeply.

She loved her afternoon
coffee at 3 p.m., cher-
ished her tea parties,
and spent many hours
sewing, a pursuit that
brought her both peace
and fulfillment. Her
kindness, perceptive-
ness, and insightfulness
touched all who had the
privilege of knowing her.
She was always thought-
ful, and her welcoming
spirit made everyone feel
at home in her presence.

Her faith was her
compass, guiding her
through life’s challenges
with grace and resil-
ience. Teresa’s happiness
was infectious, and her
laughter and love will
be remembered by all
who were blessed to have
known her.

Teresa’s arrangements
are being handled by the
Romero Funeral Home
and her services will be
held on Thursday, Sept.
26, at Calvary Cha-
pel Rio Grande Valley
(19381 NM-314, Belen,
NM 87002). Viewing at
1:30 p.m. and services
will begin at 2 p.m. The
services will also be live
streamed on YouTube.
com - search CCRGV Fu-
neral.

Her memory will live
on in the hearts of her
family and friends, and
her artistic spirit will
continue to inspire all
who were touched by
her work. May she rest
in eternal peace. Please
sign Teresa’s online trib-
ute at www.romerofuner-
alhomenm.com, Romero
Funeral Home, 609 N.
Main St., Belen, N.M.

PENDING OBITUARIES

Harmony Hernandez

San Luis resident Harmony Hernandez gained her angel wings Sept. 12, 2024.
Arrangements are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home

of Alamosa.

Maria Darlene Vigil

Romeo resident Maria Darlene Vigil was called home to be with the Lord on
Sept. 13, 2024. Arrangements are pending and will be announced through Rome-
ro Funeral Home of Alamosa.

SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Benito Tony Quintana

Passed away Aug. 16, 2024. Burial of his ashes will be Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024,
La Jara Cemetary at 1 p.m. Friends and family are welcome to attend.

Costilla County
Community Talk series

CONTRIBUTED

SAN LUIS — Join the
Drug Free Communities
Program, the SLV Teen
Prevention Coalition and
other community part-
ners discussing Costilla
County’s substance use
needs and learn about
current prevention meth-

ods.

Lunch will be provided
along with Narcan and
other resources. $20 gift
card available to the
first 25 youth (ages 10-
17) to attend. Flu shots
will also be available by
Costilla Public Health as
long as supplies last.

The event runs from
12:30 to 3 p.m. at Cen-
tennial School, 14644
state Highway 159 in
San Luis. For local infor-
mation, contact Shirley
Romero Otero at 970-
640-8014. Questions and
or to rsvp prevention@
begslv.org.

> .

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Daughter KimAnna Cellura-Shields has opened an art gallery on Grande Avenue in
Del Norte dedicated to her mother’s life works.

New art gallery graces
Grande Avenue in Del Norte

By LYNDSIE
FERRELL

DEL NORTE - Hidden
among the many busi-
nesses lining Grande Av-
enue, a new gallery of fine
art has opened its doors
and is welcoming people
to experience the color-
ful, excentric life of Joan
“Blake” Higgins-Cellura
captured in mixed media
with a talented hand.

The gallery, 728 Grande
Ave., is a sight to behold
with the front room lined
with memories and cher-
ished treasures collected
throughout Higgins-Cel-
lura’s life. Everything she
held dear lines the shelves
from Shirley Temple por-
celain dolls to a wide col-
lection of Robert Raikes
Bears, the shop i1s a wel-
coming array into the life
of a prolific artist.

“My mom was a pres-
ence. She turned heads
when she walked into
a room and loved every
minute of it. It was who
she was that drew peo-
ple to her,” said daugh-
ter KimAnna Cellura-
Shields. “She has been an
artist her entire life. Ev-
erything here was a part
of her life.”

With the help of sev-
eral family members and
friends, Higgins-Cellura’s
life was packed up from
her home in Tucson, Ariz.,
and brought to its new
home in Del Norte.

“We couldn’t have got-
ten this done without all
of our family and friends.
My mom was so worried
about what was going to
happen with her belong-
ings, so we were able to
surprise her by opening
this gallery. It has been
cathartic for all of us to
go through this process,”
said Cellura-Shields.

At the beautiful age of
85, Higgins-Cellura was
diagnosed with the early
stages of dementia and
though she is dealing with
some memory loss, she
was beyond elated and

excited to find a home
away from home once she
knew the gallery housed
her most precious posses-
sions.

According to Higgins-
Cellura’s bio, she was
born in Long Island,
N.Y., and has been paint-
ing since she was able to
hold a brush in her hand.
Higgins-Cellura began
showing her artwork at
an early age and over the
years her pieces won sev-
eral prestigious awards.

In 1955, Higgins-Cel-
lura married and moved
to Rochester, N.Y., where
she pursued a career in
graphic art and worked
for many years as a de-
signer, illustrator, art di-
rector and ads manager,
for companies like the in-
famous Lisa Frank.

Walking through the
gallery is like stepping
through time as patrons
wander through the dif-
ferent phases of Higgins-
Cellura’s life. From be-
coming a doting parent,
to her love of fashion,
Higgins-Cellura dabbled
in every form of media art

/

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
A new art gallery has opened in Del Norte and showcas-
es a life of passion by artist Joan ‘Blake’ Higgins-Cellura.
The gallery is a snapshot of a lifetime dedicated to art.

has to offer. Some of her
most intricate work was
done with marker, water-
color, paint, and pencil.

One thing that is most
notable in her artwork
i1s how Higgins-Cellura
captures portraits, spe-
cifically the eyes. Human
emotion is one of the hard-
est things to recreate, but
Higgins-Cellura could
create an emotion just by
painting a person’s eyes.

“My mother said she
always started with the
eyes when she would do
portraits. They were the
windows to the soul,” Cel-
lura-Shields said.

“Her imagination never
stopped. She had a wealth
of ideas, and she loved the
bazaar, strange and beau-
tiful. She was a fan of hor-
ror movies and everything
that caught someone’s at-
tention,” said her daugh-
ter Donna Hoefer.

The gallery will be open
by appointment for the
time being until a regular
artist’s schedule can be
set. Appointments can be
made by calling 719-588-
1892.

City considering changes
to mobile food truck
regulations

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA - Alamo-
sa City Council will be
considering changes to
mobile food truck regula-
tions on Sept. 18 and Oct.
2. Community members
are encouraged to attend
the meetings at 7 p.m. at
City Hall, 300 Hunt Ave.,
Alamosa. The changes
aim to balance the inter-
ests of mobile vendors
and brick-and-mortar
restaurants while pro-
moting economic devel-
opment and public safe-
ty, according to a press
release from the City of
Alamosa.

Possible key changes
include:

* Reducing the
quired distance from
brick-and-mortar res-
taurants from 200 to 100
feet (with a majority-ap-
proval clause for excep-
tions)

+ Allowing vending on

re-

gravel vacant lots

* The changes would
remove the distance re-
quirement for special
events and allow mo-
bile food trucks in City-
owned lots and public
rights-of-way on a case-
by-case basis

* Other provisions cov-
er permit requirements,
application procedures,
operational guidelines,
and enforcement

The original ordinance
and the proposed changes
are available on the City
Clerk’s website at https://
cityofalamosa.org/city-
council-agendas/.

Those unable to attend
can share their thoughts
with city council mem-
bers through the council-
or contact form at https:/
cityofalamosa.org/de-
partments/city-council/.

The meetings will also
be accessible via Zoom.

For more informa-

tion, contact the City of
Alamosa  Development
Services Department at
planning@alamosa.gov
or 719-589-6631.

——Monday

BREAKFAST
Cereal
Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY
Beef Nachos
Refried Beans
Churro/Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
MIDDLE sSCHOOL
Beef Nachos
Refried Beans
Churro/Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
HIGH SCHOOL
Beef Nachos
Refried Beans
Churro/Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

To sponsor the School
Menu call 589-2553
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ASU celebrates Hispanic Hocking
Heritage Month

By ADAMS STATE
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA - Adams State
University has a variety of
events planned for Hispanic
Heritage Month, including
“A Celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Concert” at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 26, in Richard-
son Hall Auditorium. The event
is free and open to the public.

Adams State will host a lec-
ture by Thomas Valles, the top
runner of the 1987 McFarland
team, at 5:30 p.m. on Monday,
Sept. 16, in Richardson Hall
Auditorium. A free screening of
the movie, “McFarland USA,”
begins at dusk on Sunday, Sept.
15, on the lawn outside the Ad-
ams State Theatre Building.
The events are free and open to
the public.

The 4th annual Custom Car
and Bike Show, sponsored by
the Five Star Riders Car Club,
will be held during homecoming
from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 28, on the McDaniel
Hall parking lot. Beginning at
2:30 p.m., 1s the Maestas Slow
Cruise Car Parade to Zapata
Park followed by a block party
with Aztec Dancers and Dynam-
ic Band performance. For more
information about the car show,
contact Jaimie Dominguez at

719-937-9039. The event is free
and open to the public.

Priscilla Falcon, Ph.D., will
present “STRIKE: National
Florist Workers vs Kitayama,”
book talk and signing at 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 1, in McDaniel
Hall 101. Light refreshments
will be served, and the event is
free and open to the public.

The long-anticipated San
Luis Valley’s Got Talent 2024
performance begins at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 12, in Richard-
son Hall Auditorium. Light re-
freshments will be served. The
event is free and open to the
public.

Hispanic Heritage Month
is sponsored by the Adams
State Equity Board, College
Assistance Migrant Program
(CAMP), Cultural Awareness
and Student Achievement Cen-
ter (CASA), the Spanish Club,
TRIO Upward Bound, TRIO
Student Support Services, the
Departments of Sociology, Span-
ish and Music, Alumni Rela-
tions, and El Llanado Hispano.

For more information con-
tact Heidi Schneider, Ph.D.,
Inclusive Excellence Liaison,
hlschneider@adams.edu, or
Charlie Olson, Inclusive Excel-
lence Liaison Office assistant,
at olsoncO01@adams.edu.

B Continued from Page 1

Sept. 27.

For tickets or more informa-
tion, contact the Alumni Rela-
tions Office at 719-587-8110
or visit adams.edu/alumni and
click on the Homecoming 2024
link.

“It’s really no surprise that
Courtney is to receive the Ex-
ceptional New Alumna Award.
She’s earned that honor many
times over,” said Hocking’s men-
tor, L. Mari Centeno, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of political science. “There
are so many reasons to be proud
of her. What I am most proud of,
though, is that Courtney con-
tinues to accomplish it all while
maintaining the best of her hu-
manity: a strong commitment
to social justice, overwhelming
generosity, and a fierce sense
of humor. That is no easy task
while working in state politics
and completing a graduate de-
gree in global politics. Adams
State must be incredibly proud
to have contributed another out-
standing human to the world.
What we should probably be
most proud of is that she is
proud to be one of ours.”

Hocking i1s a senior legisla-
tive aide for fellow Adams State
alumnus, Representative Mat-
thew Martinez ‘13, Colorado
Representative for District 62.

“Courtney has stepped up and

flourished as my Chief of Staff,”
Rep. Martinez said. “She does
amazing work. Many of the oth-
er aides at the Capital approach
her for advice. Courtney is very
deserving of the award.”

She is also a year from com-
pleting a master’s degree in
Global Affairs with an emphasis
on global economy and develop-
ment from University of Okla-
homa. She is now working on
Martinez’s reelection campaign,
as well as on Kamala Harris’
campaign for president.

“I've learned so much work-
ing with Rep. Martinez. Inter-
national relations takes a much
broader focus, so working with
Matt, I have to narrow down to
a local level. My passions have
taken that lead. I'm really fo-
cused on water management
and water rights and the De-
partment of Corrections educa-
tion program.” She was proud to
work with Martinez on passage
of HB 1037, which gives non-vio-
lent offenders reduced sentences
for completing a college degree
while incarcerated. After she
earns her master’s, she hopes to
work in the State Department.

“I feel I have an edge in my
graduate program because of my
education at Adams State. I was
a little worried about writing at
the graduate level. But my expe-
rience as a student of Dr. Cen-
teno more than prepared me for
grad school,” she said. “I credit
my success to the super-close re-

lationships I developed with my
professors.”

Hocking was active in Model
United Nations as an under-
graduate; her four-woman Ad-
ams State team won the Distin-
guished Delegation second-place
award at the 2021 Annual Inter-
national Collegiate Model Unit-
ed Nations Conference. She re-
mains in touch with Model U.N.
advisor Centeno and Michael
Mumper, Ph.D., professor of po-
litical science and coordinator of
the master’s program in public
administration.

Hocking served as president
of AS&F (student government)
during her senior year, follow-
ing a year as vice president, as
well as interim Student Trust-
ee. She completed internships
in the City of Pueblo Mayor’s
Office and Adams State Office
of Alumni Relations and was
an academic advisor at Adams
State before taking the position
with Martinez.

As an undergraduate, Hock-
ing received several scholar-
ships through the Adams State
Foundation, including the Bill
and Beth Waters, Stuart Hilwig
HGP Honors, Henry & Emma
Salazar, and Ralph Outcalt
scholarships. She received the
Vice-President for Student Af-
fairs Outstanding Leadership
Award and the Student Life
Leadership Award. She is proud
to have finished college debt
free.

14ers

B Continued from Page 1

creased 18 percent or
1,500 to approximately
10,000 annually.

The CFI is a nonprofit
that partners with the
U.S. Forest Service and
the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to preserve and
protect the natural integ-
rity of Colorado’s 14,000-
foot peaks through stew-
ardship such as the
monitoring project and
education.

A primary factor con-
tributing to the overall
decline was the closure
of the popular Decalibron
Loop near Alma for much
of the season due to pri-
vate landowner liability
concerns. This resulted in
a 17,500-day drop (-55%)
in the Mosquito Range.

Several 14ers in Colo-
rado are privately owned,
or the landowner requires
permission to  access
routes to reach them

Nearby, 14,047-foot
Culebra Peak on the Cielo
Vista Ranch is privately
owned and requires a fee
of $150. According to the
ranch, it is the highest
privately owned peak in
the world. Access across
the Trinchera Blanca
Ranch has been closed

for several years to hike
14,055-foot Mt. Lindsey.

Hiking wuse also de-
creased in three of Colo-
rado’s seven ranges con-
taining 14ers, including
the popular Front Range
closest to the Denver
metro area. Meanwhile,
peaks such as Mount
Bierstadt and Quandary
Peak remained the most
popular, each with use
estimated in the 25,000-
30,000 hiker days range.

CFT’s estimate of hiking
use suggests a statewide
economic impact of $70.5
million directly attribut-
able to hiking 14ers in
2023, based on past eco-
nomic expenditure stud-
ies performed by Colorado
State University econo-
mists. This significant
contribution underscores
the importance of 14ers
recreational activities to
the local economy.

Their study found that
climbers of Quandary
Peak near Breckenridge
spent an average of
$271.17 per day on gaso-
line, food, lodging, equip-
ment, and other retail
purchases.

The CFI estimates that
32,500 people hike the
l4ers in the San Juan
Mountains and approxi-
mately 10,000 hikers in
the Sangre de Cristos.

This reporter encoun-
ters many hikers in the
Sangre de Cristos access-
ing l4ers and has found
the vast majority are from
outside the region and
are visiting specifically to
ascend a 14er. Using the
economic estimate of $271
per day, the recreational
users’ financial impact on
both sides of the range is
$2.16 million daily.

According to CFI, in
2023, an estimated 57
percent of all statewide
hiking  use (148,000
hiker days) occurred on
the 12 peaks closest to
the Denver metro area
(Front Range, Tenmile
Range, Mosquito Range,
and Mount Elbert). The
remaining 46 peaks ac-
counted for 112,000 hiker
days. Compared to the
prior year, hiking use fell
in the Mosquito Range
(-17,500 days, -55%), San
Juan Mountains (-5,500
days, -14%), and Front
Range (-3,000 days, -3%).
However, hiking use in-
creased in the Tenmile
Range  (+5,000 days,
+23%), Sangre de Cris-
to Range (+1,500 days,
+18%), and the Elk Moun-
tains (+500 days, +7%).

The most recent report
from CFI culminates nine
years of data collection
from up to 23 infrared
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Range use.
trail counters placed ad-
jacent to summit hiking
trails, covering 21 peaks
statewide.

The initiative uses
“hiker use days” to rep-
resent one person hiking
one peak on a given day,
offering a comprehensive
view of hiking activity on
Colorado’s 14ers. By un-
derstanding hiking use
levels, seasonal dispersal,
and trends over time, CFI
can better assess the im-
pact of hiking on the frag-
ile alpine environments of
Colorado’s 14ers, guiding
efforts to preserve these
unique landscapes.

Colorado’s 1l4ers are
among the most sought-
after mountain peaks

Cerny

B Continued from Page 1

Cerny has served on
the ASU Athletics Hall
of Fame board for several
years and was master of
ceremonies for their an-
nual awards ceremony
numerous times.

Cerny was a six-year
member of the Colorado
Press Association Board
of Directors and served

as president of that board
in 2015-16.

He also received the
Honorary Chapter of
Farmer Award by the
Alamosa High School
FFA chapter twice and
was awarded the Sports-
man of the Year by the
San Luis Valley Chap-
ter of Ducks Unlimited
in 2005. In addition, he
was awarded the Earl
Steers Outstanding Ser-
vice Award by the Ala-

mosa High School Ma-
roon Pride booster club
in 2013.

A longtime supporter
of economic development
in the SLV, Cerny served
as president of the lo-
cal Alamosa economic
board three times. He
also served on several
other local committees
and boards, including
as a longtime member
of the Rotary Club. He
also served as a 17-

year member of the SLV
counsel representing the
El Pomar Foundation
and was a member of the
Creede Repertory The-
atre board for a total of
12 years.

Cerny 1is the father of
six and has 11 grandchil-
dren. He said he doesn’t
have any future plans
other than staying in-
volved in the SLV com-
munity and spending
more time in Creede.

in the country. They
also possess some of the
most fragile alpine land-
scapes. Plants in the al-
pine, those above tree
line (at about 11,500,
are incredibly delicate.
The plants in this won-
derland grow in extreme
environments of intense
solar radiation, high
and destructive winds,
and low temperatures.
Despite these harsh ele-
ments, they have adapted
to these conditions. Al-
though hearty, they can
quickly be damaged by
human intrusion.

The Colorado Fourteen-
ers Initiative is at the
forefront of educating the
enthusiasts who hike/

climb in the alpine tundra
regarding the fragility of
this ecosystem and how

Alrgas ::

Courtesy photo

they can have less of an
impact. Visit www.14ers.
org to learn more about
this treasured ecosystem
and how to protect it.

The hiking and climbing
use 1s confined to a short
four-month climbing sea-
son when the mountains
are primarily snow-free.
Natural resource impacts
in the fragile alpine tun-
dra environment, stem-
ming from the lack of
adequately designed and
constructed summit trails
on the 14ers, led to CFI’s
founding in 1994.

Next week, the Valley
Courier will feature the
hiking adventure of a
longtime Crestone resi-
dent detailing a recent
experience of summiting
his first 14er, 14,087-foot
Challenger Point.

WELDING &
HRETYPRODLCT

Airgas USA, L.
6685 Hwy. 160 West « Alamosa

Scott Clutts, Branch Manager

Email: scott clutts@airgas.com

719-589-5810

ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY
I —— CALENDAR OF EVENTS September
at Stories Begin Here
SUNDAY - 15 MONDAY ° 16 TUESDAY 17 | WEDNESDAY ¢ 18 [ THURSDAY « 19 FRIDAY - 20 SATURDAY - 21
Outdoor Movie: Thomas Valles Wellness Wednesdays: |Planetarium Free M Soccer vs Sul Ross
“McFarland USA,” | Presentation: 5:30 p.m. AHEC Resources, 9 a.m. |Movies: 5:30 p.m. State University 10 a.m.
7 p.m. Theatre Building |Richardson Hall - 2 p.m. Student Health & | Distant Worlds: Alien Soccer Field
Lawn Free Auditorium Free www.adams.edu | Wellness Resource Center | Life?
Kindred Spirits: W Soccer vs Sul Ross
Community Agreements: |Faculty Lecture: What State University 1 p.m.

Al Can Never Do
Chris Kam, Ph.D., 6 p.m.

Soccer Field

A Tool for Promoting
Equity in the Classroom

Through September 20, 2024

: and Beyond Colleen McDaniel 101 Free
: Cloyde Snook Gallery: Floor Saga: Schaffner, Ph.D., 12 p.m.
: Photographic documentation of a 350-hour performance The Church SUB Banquet Rooms

%Project Community Art Center Hispanic Heritage
Month: Loteria on the
Lawn 5 p.m. High Rise
Apartment Green
Planetarium Free
Movies: 5:30 p.m.
Cosmology and Fractal

Explorations

Hatfield Gallery: New Works by Matt Capell and Nora McBride

%Gallery Hours: 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday
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Encountering
tornados on
screen and off

As 1 gathered -
my thoughts for MOVIH On
with Nellie

my weekly col-
umn, I rewatched
“Twister” (1996)
and still  sat
on the edge of
the red vegan
leather lazy boy.
I jumped and
screamed just
like T did when
the original
scenes stunned me in the movie the-
ater 28 years ago.

The characters used the CB radio to
contact each other; “Did you see that
twister? Are you OK?” Then the cara-
van would ride like a tornado posse to
rescue each other.

As I recall that 1994 summer eve-
ning in Williston, N.D., neighbors
had spread out asking people on the
block: “Come take cover”—Those who
needed to hide from that reported
tornado heading to the neighborhood
did follow.

I remember answering the knock
at the door and the neighbor asked,
“There’s a tornado spotted, we have
a basement so come on over.” Feel-
ing static electricity rush my face, I
gathered my Cocker Spaniel and my
Cockatiel in my hands and “booked
it” behind the neighbor.

Running but clutching the bird
with my right hand, T still balanced
my dog like a football. A wind caught
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To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:
khamrick@alamosanews.com

= Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged.
All letters submitted for publication in the
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed
by the author, and must include a phone
number and address where the author can
bereached.Lettersmustnotbelibelous.The
Courierwillnotrun letters thatare negative
to specific businesses. We reserve the right
toeditforclarity, civilityandaccuracy.Please
limit letters to 500 words or less.

The Courier’seditorial board reservesthe
righttorejectaletterforreasons it believes
are appropriate. Letters may be subject to
editing to fit available space, or exclusion
from the Opinion Page. Please, no poetry.
Please send signed letters to PO.Box 1099,
Alamosa, CO 81101 oremailthemtonews@
alamosanews. com. Letters to staff, not for
publication,should be marked“personal.”’

me off guard. Immediately, I tumbled
to the ground and buckled to my
knees. My grip kept my unleashed
Cocker and cageless Cockatiel safe.
I thought I had to keep them steady
because the wind could whip them up
and away from me. [ also was making
sure I didn’t squeeze too tight, so I
didn’t hurt him.

We were ushered downstairs. The
basement was a safe haven for us.
and one or two other dogs but no
other birds. Moms and dads began
talking to each other. “I'm surprised
that a tornado appeared. I think it’s
unusual here.”

The owners asked, “Anybody need
anything to drink? Beer. Water, pop?”

Not everybody found a seat. I, for

one, just hugged the wall. I manipu-
lated Yellow Feather into a pocket,
and he began whistling, and play-
ing peekaboo. I had to place my dog
Tiffany on the floor because she had
grown heavy; then a neighbor from
two houses down offered a leash to
keep her close by.

The movie “Twister” ended after
the couple played by Helen Hunt and
Bill Paxton quickly sought safety
from the tornado. Horses galloped on
the other side of the fence. Plus, some
country homes blew apart. Finally,
they found a small building with
pipes planted deep in the ground so
that they could strap themselves to
it. As the little outbuilding disinte-
grated in the F5 tornado, the couple

The debate about the

By ANN COULTER

Debate winner: CNN’s Candy
Crowley. In 2012, she -- the modera-
tor -- interjected herself into a Rom-
ney-Obama debate to fact-check Mitt
Romney with a lie. But unlike ABC’s
crack moderators on Tuesday night,
at least she only did it once.

I'm exhausted from fact-checking
ABC’s fact-checkers, so I'm just go-
ing to tell you about a brilliant ex-
periment that pretty clearly estab-
lished who won the Trump-Clinton
debates in 2016.

The media say Trump whiffed
Tuesday night, but that’s what we
were told in 2016, too. It also could
be that Kamala Harris came across
as a smirker -- MSNBC’s signature
move -- just like Hillary Clinton did.
You've probably forgotten this -- if
you ever knew it -- but notwithstand-
ing Clinton’s allegedly devastating
debate performances with Trump,
she bombed. There’s scientific proof.

Feminists were ecstatic when
Trump called Clinton “a nasty wom-
an” at one of the debates, rushing out
with “nasty woman” T-shirts, pins,
backpacks and other merchandise.
With the feminists’ usual finger on
the pulse of the nation, it never oc-
curred to them that maybe she was
nasty.

Trump was responding to Clinton’s
snotty aside -- while describing her
Social Security plans, of all things:

Clinton: “My Social Security pay-
roll contribution will go up, as will

Donald’s -- assuming he can’t figure
out how to get out of it -- but what we
want to do is --”

Trump: “Such a nasty woman.”

In order to test the feminist theory
that Clinton, as a woman, was judged
much more harshly than Trump,
a couple of professors at New York
University and INSEAD designed
the perfect experiment. Two months
after the election, they re-created the
2016 debates, but with a man play-
ing Clinton and a woman playing
Trump.

Professional actors were hired to
reenact segments from each of the
three debates, using the candidates’
exact words, gestures, intonation
and stances. During rehearsals, they
even had a screen with the actual de-
bate running behind them to ensure
a precise replica of the candidates’
performances, with only the gen-
ders inverted. (For you confused Gen
Z’ers, back then there were only two
genders.)

The professors and their (sold-
out) audiences were stunned by the
result. As NYU professor Joe Sal-
vatore put it, instead of confirming
their “liberal assumption” that “no
one would have accepted Trump’s
behavior from a woman, and that
the male Clinton would seem like
the much stronger candidate,” au-
dience members found themselves
hating the male Clinton and being
impressed by the female Trump.
This is how Salvatore described the

reactions:

“We heard a lot of ‘now I under-
stand how this happened’ -- meaning
how Trump won the election. People
got upset. There was a guy two rows
in front of me who was literally hold-
ing his head in his hands, and the
person with him was rubbing his
back. The simplicity of Trump’s mes-
sage became easier for people to hear
when it was coming from a woman --
that was a theme. One person said,
‘I'm just so struck by how precise
Trump’s technique is.” Another -- a
musical theater composer, actually --
said that Trump created ‘hummable
lyrics,” while Clinton talked a lot,
and everything she said was true and
factual, but there was no ‘hook’ to it.”
(Sadly, the Trump bump among the
musical theater crowd was short-
lived.)

One audience member said she
found the [male] Clinton “really
punchable.”

I suspect the Trump-Harris debate
will elicit similar reactions. Trump
is Trump, a known quantity. His
scattershot delivery isn’t going to
shock anyone. If you already detest
the man, your view was confirmed.
But if you don’t hate him, Trump
put a lot of points on the board,
while Harris said nothing, and said
it smugly.

The debate sure didn’t give unde-
cided voters what they wanted from
Harris. As has been widely reported,
they are waiting breathlessly for

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

VALLEY — The San Luis Valley of-
fers many Alcoholics Anonymous and
Narcotics Anonymous groups.

A.A. and N.A members primary pur-

pose is to stay sober and help other alco-
holics/addicts to achieve sobriety.
There are AA and NA 12-Step Meet-
ings throughout the valley. The 6th
Tradition states that we are not affiliat-

ed with any outside organizations, but
in the spirit of cooperation, we list these
meeting schedules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 719-937-5083
or see our website:slvaa.org
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Brian Williams
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— now strapped-in, was lifted paral-
lel to the ground as the storm pulled
them in the air. Then the upheaval
stopped. In the distance, their torna-
do posse entered the scene.

After that tornado buzzed the Wil-
liston neighborhood, I had extended
friends and family who stopped to
talk when we checked our mail, head-
ed out on evening walks or borrowed
milk for scrambled eggs. It was a
village cued up for neighborly kind-
ness—twister or no.

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college
educator and long-time local colum-
nist. Reach her at columnsbynellie.
com or email her at columnsbynellie@
gmail.com.

ebate

some hint of what she believes and
what she would do as president. After
the ABC debate, they're still waiting.
About all they learned is that Har-
ris comes from a middle-class family.
(That regular guy routine worked
great for John Kasich!)

But they know that life was bet-
ter under Trump. And they know
that Harris, like Clinton, is a nasty
woman.

Ann Hart Coulter is an American
conservative media pundit, author,
syndicated columnist, and lawyer.
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Pope Francis on cats,

It was the kind of quote
that, when said by the
right person under the

GOP choice for vice presi-
dent. The pro-natalist
views of Pope Francis,

r_1ght condi- On Religion meanwhile,
tions, would drew warm
inspire bold praise in In-
headlines. donesia, the

“Your coun-
try ... has fami-
lies with three,
four or five
children,” Pope
Francis told
President Joko
Widodo of In-

Terry Mattingly

world’s largest
Islamic nation.

Visiting an
often tense
land -- with
a  population
that 1s 87%
Muslim, and

donesia. “Keep

it up, you're an example
for everyone, for all the
countries that maybe ...
these families prefer to
have a cat or a little dog
instead of a child.”

The pope’s words didn’t
draw much flak, especial-
ly when compared with
the media firestorm when
critics resurrected a 2021
barb by then-U.S. Senate
candidate J.D. Vance, an
adult convert to Catholi-
cism.

“We are effectively run
in this country ... by a
bunch of childless cat la-
dies who are miserable
at their own lives and
the choices that they've
made,” Vance told Tuck-
er Carlson on Fox News.
Maybe America could do
more, he added, to “sup-
port more people who ac-
tually have kids.”

Vance, of course, is now
in a hot spotlight as the

3% Catholic --
the pope did everything
he could to praise the
beliefs and traditions of
his hosts. In that context,
his pro-family views were
welcomed.

The pope also praised
Indonesia’s more moder-
ate approach to religious
life, although the govern-
ment has strengthened
laws against blasphemy
and apostasy. Some lo-
cal officials in this vast
and complex archipelago
have been stricter than
others when enforcing
sharia law. Also, there
have been occasional ter-
rorism threats, including
what officials decided was
an attempted ISIS plot
against Pope Francis.

In a speech to public of-
ficials and diplomats, the
pope pressed for renewed
interfaith dialogues,
stressing that this would
be an indispensable way

of “countering extremism
and intolerance, which
through the distortion of
religion attempt to im-
pose their views by using
deception and violence.”

In remarks that were
both theological and po-
litical, Francis added:
“The Catholic Church is
at the service of the com-
mon good and wishes to
strengthen  cooperation
with public institutions
and other actors in civil
society, but she never
proselytizes, and always
respects the faith of ev-
ery person.” The hope
for peace, he added, is
aided by the fact that In-
donesia’s 1945 Constitu-
tion “twice within a few
lines” refers to “Almighty
God and the need for his
blessing to descend upon
the nascent state of Indo-
nesia.”

In one symbolic mo-
ment, Pope Francis of-
fered a papal blessing
after a dialogue with 100
young people from Scho-
las Occurrentes (“Cul-
ture of Encounter”), an
international network he
founded in 2013 to pro-
mote interfaith education
and understanding.

“Here, we are from di-
verse religions, but we
have only one God,” said
Francis, in the video post-
ed on the Vatican web-
site. This benediction,

Bible Digest

Saturday, September
14, 2024

“Mercy and  truth
are met together; righ-
teousness and peace
have kissed each other.”
(Psalms 85:10 AKJV)

Oh how we need this
kind of move of God in
our day. Lord, help us.
Sunday, September 15,

2024

“And Jesus answering
said, Were there not ten
cleansed? but where are
the nine?” (Luke 17:17
AKJV)

Have you been thankful
for all of God’s blessings
to you? Real joy is ours
when we are grateful.

Monday, September

16, 2024

“For as the lightning,
that lightens out of the
one part under heaven,
shines to the other part
under heaven; so shall
also the Son of man be
in his day.” (Luke 17:24
AKJV)

Jesus is coming back
and it may not be long.
Are you ready?

Tuesday, September

17, 2024

“For the
LORD God
1s a sun
a n d
shield:
t h e
LORD
will give
grace and
glory: no good
thing will he with-
hold from them that walk
uprightly.” (Psalms 84:11
AKJV)

Amen! God is faithful
and God is good.

Wednesday, Septem-

ber 18, 2024

“And when he was
at the place, he said to
them, Pray that you en-
ter not into temptation.”
(Luke 22:40 AKJV)

Prayer is a powerful
weapon. Use it to get the
victory over temptation.

Thursday, September
19, 2024

“In the multitude of my
thoughts within me your
comforts delight my soul.”

) (Psalms 94:19

AKJV)

AL T h e
Lord
c a n
bring
peace
that the
world can-
not give.

Friday, September
20, 2024

“And also all that gen-
eration were gathered to
their fathers: and there
arose another generation
after them, which knew
not the LORD, nor yet
the works which he had
done for Israel.” (Judges
2:10 AKJV)

It is important that we
pass the faith along to
the next generation. They
will need all the help we
can give.

Have you ever heard someone
say, “There’s just somethin%] about
them”? This usually means they see
something they admire in a person;
they stand out from the crowd, but
they cant quite put their finger on
what it is.

[ like when T hear it said about
someone who's a Christian. Because
when we are good to people and
Godss love flows through us, there is
something that just draws people’s
attention.

The Bible says that Christians are
the salt of the earth and the light of
the world (Matthew 5:13-16). On the
job, in the grocery store, and even
among friends and family members
who don't have a relationship with
Christ, God’s people are there to bring
seasoning to an unsavory situation.

There is so much turmoil in people’s
lives today—so much darkness—
and theyre looking for hope. As
Christians, we are the ones who
can help them find what they need
through a relationship with God.

In Matthew 5:13, Jesus says, “But if
the saltloses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good
for anything..” (NIV). It seems that
somewhere along the way, the lines
between godliness and ungodliness
have gotten blurred. Things that
would have been considered wrong
20 or 30 years ago seem to be “not so
bad” today. I wonder what the next 20
years will bring if this continues.

We may need to ask ourselves:
What are we showing the world?
What is it that keeps us “salty”? How
do we, as Christians, keep our lights
shining in the darkness around us?
What sets us apart?

I believe the answer is holiness.
And when I say holiness, I don't mean
religion. I'm not talking about a list of
dos and don'ts...or going to church
on Sunday mornings just to do your
Christian duty one day a week. Yes,

oing to church is a great thing! But
iving a holy life is about so much

It’s Time to Shine

more than attending a service once a
week.

When T say holiness, I'm talking
about behavior that is borne out of a
personal, intimate relationship with
God. 'm referring to something that
helps us love other people and be
good to them.

Holiness is the “something” the
world needs to see in us. There are so
many people who may never attend
a church service or read a Bible,
but they are reading us! They are
watching our behavior and looking to
us to find out what God is like. We are
God’s ambassadors, and we are meant
to be light in the darkness so they can
find their way to Jesus (2 Corinthians

Hebrews 12:14 tells us to pursue
holiness. Different Bible versions use
words like “work at; “make every
effort,” “strive, and “be.” Holiness is
the outcome of a work that God does
in each of us through our personal
relationship with Him. It begins
the moment we accept Jesus as our
Savior. When He comes to live in
our hearts, we are made holy at that
moment. And then little by little, He
changes us from the inside out so we
become more and more like Him (2
Corinthians 3:18).

Throughout this process, God slowly
strips away our pride and selfishness.
We become less focused on how we
can please ourselves and become more
concerned with blessing other people.
We go from, “What about me?” to
“How can I help you?”

Now, it's important to remember
that we can't change ourselves—only
God can change us and help us to
become more like Him. In ]ofln 15:5
(NIV), Jesus says, “I am the vine;
you are the branches. If you remain
in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing”

So, what is our part? Our part is to
regularly take some time to develop
our relationship with God. We do this

Moving Up Higher
with

Joyce
Me}}’rer

by reading His Word and talking to
Him in prayer. Just like a best friend,
the Lord desires for us to talk to Him
throughout the day about anything
and everything.

I like to say that holiness is an
“inside job” As we spend time with
God and ask Him to change us, He
slowly but surely transforms us from
the inside out.

Dont worry if you feel like you
haven't “arrived” The fact that you
desire to be a better person means
you are making progress. God doesn't

romise us that the process will be
ast or easy, but He does assure us that
He will make us more like Him as we
continue to seek Him.

Wherever we are in our process of
growing in holiness, it’s important
to remember the world is watching.
And every day, in every situation, we
have the privilege of being salt and
light to the people all around us...and
showing them what God is really like.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
three-part teaching resource Do Unto
Others. You can also contact us to
receive our free magazine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling (800)) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She
has authored more than 140 books,
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE
MIND and OVERCOMING EVERY
PROBLEM (FaithWords). She hosts
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TV programs, which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective
authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

babies and Indonesia

he added, was for “every
one of you. ... in your own
way, give thanks. The
benediction is valid for all
religions.”

After a moment of si-
lence, he prayed: “May
God bless each one of you.
May He bless all your de-
sires. May He bless your
families. May He bless
your present and Dbless
also your future. Amen.”

While the pope bowed
his head, he did not end
with the sign of the cross
and did not pray “in the
name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.”

According to media re-
ports, some Indonesian
television translators

praised Pope Francis for
omitting a reference to
the Holy Trinity, a doc-
trine that Muslims re-
ject as a violation of their
faith’s strict teachings
on monotheism. For ex-
ample, a prayer carved
inside Jerusalem’s Dome
of the Rock proclaims:
“Praise be to God who has
not taken a son and who
does not have any part-
ner in dominion.”

Some Catholic con-
servatives criticized the
benediction, noting that
the catechism teaches
that Catholic blessings of
“persons, meals, objects
and places” traditionally
end with invocations of
the “name of Jesus, usu-

ally while making the
holy sign of the cross of
Christ.”

Thus, Bishop Joseph
Strickland -- whom Fran-
cis ousted in 2023 as lead-
er of the Diocese of Tyler,
Texas -- offered this on-
line comment about the
pope’s strategic benedic-
tion: “Without the Cross
of Jesus Christ we are
lost.”

Terry Mattingly is Se-
nior Fellow on Commu-
nications and Culture at
Saint Constantine Col-
lege in Houston. He lives
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee,
and writes Rational Sheep,
a Substack newsletter on
faith and mass media.
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All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
7198735411
Sunday School, 9:30 am.
Worship, 10:45am.
Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 []).m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
Sunday, 10 am. - Worship
Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
Friday Night Bible Study, 7:.00 pm
Sargent Community Church
696/ N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from
Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Bums * 719-852-2980
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am.
Back Row Church - Church Communi
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple * 303-532-9342 .
Jorship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00

pm
ostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St Alamosa
Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
2-3p.m.-Lunch
35 p.m. - Warship Service
Antonito Apostolic Church
710 Main St, Antonito
Meets sundays
11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Aﬁostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
Tth & Miles + P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
Wednesd?}/ Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of Gof
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
\Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St,, Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
Adult Sunday School - 9:00
Senvices - 10:00
Baha'i Faith
meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
Bapt tEmail hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
aptis
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
Sunday, 9008 10:45 am Worship Sences™
Sunday, 1045.am Chidren's Minitry gPreK-Sth grade)
Sunday, 1045am Teen Bie Studr( 12 grade)
Tuesday 700 pm Youn%Adu\ts/QoIe £ Group
Wednesday 6.30 pm Bble Quwzzmg(%st—ﬁth grace)
Wednesday 6:30 pm Reanouth o (6th-12th grade)
Wechesday 6:30 pm Adult Bble Stuch”
Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Serviee™
Smal Groups meets throuEhout Week, please cal for info
* Nursery s avalabl (6wks-prek)
Colle%e Heights Baptist Church
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6814
Pastor Jesse Ciccone
Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:45a.m.
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R L. McDonald
Wednesdazv 7 p.m. - Worship
Saturday, 2 p.m.
Sunday, 10a.m. - Sunday School
Sunday, 11am.-Worship
Sund’a(, 6 P.m. - Evening Worsh|ﬁ
Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
yednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know

ou
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave, Monte Vista
Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
Sunday, 11am.- Worsh\|(p
Tuesday, 6 p.m.- C.LAY. Youth
Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 FourrkSeasons Dr(Old Chizum Bldg), South

Fol

(East side near laundromat & car wash)
Sunday Scool, 9:30am
Sunday, 10:30am - WorshiF

For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-
496-7702

4\ You are loved.

Sunday 5chool 9am
Sunday Service 10:15am
105
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(Christan Rzformed Cherck T19-589-3493

J1 DIRECTORY

eal.Flouses of Worship _.|

United Preshyterian Church of Antonito
P.0. Box 665, Antonito
Office Hrs. Tues, 9:00am -12:00
Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School
10:45am - Service
Catholic

Sacred Heart Church
7154th Street, Alamosa
Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
Saturday, 6:00 p.m. - Spanish Mass
Sunday, 8 am. - Mass
Sunday, 10:30 am. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
Sund?, 9am. - Moming Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office Hours: - Mon. 9:00 am - 12:00
Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall, Alamosa
Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
Thanksgiving Day 10am.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
ACongregation of Evangelical Covenant Order
Presbyterians
615%8 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy.

)
Adult Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Coffee Fellowship - 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Worship Service - 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
Sundar are at9 am - Services
School Room. Chair s held on Wednesday
at 6pm during the summer months
with a final practice at 8:15am on

Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bilingual Services
Monday Free Music Classes
Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
Sunday, 10:00am.
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
Sundays, 6 p.m. - FelIowshig
Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St,, Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoga * 719-587-6197
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship .
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service
\Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival
Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
Sunday, 9:30 am. - Sunda\ﬁ School
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night &
Youth Group

Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
Sunday, 9:00 am. - Sunda\ﬁ School
Sunda{i 10:15a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
Sunday, 10:30 am. - Worship
Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step
group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker Preacher
Sunday, 9:30 am. - Bible Class
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. &6 p.m. - Worship
Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
Sunday Bible Studg 9am
Sunday Worship 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Comerstone Community Churc!
Huwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical

Clinic
Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary
Worship & Children Sunday
School

Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship,
{eachings
Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa
Sunday, 9 am. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
89-6805

Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study

€ 0u 0t unday 3cho

Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
Sunday, 10:30 am. - Contemporary
. ~ Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
*Bible Studies during the week, call for information.
First United Methodist
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Moming Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children's Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
Sunday School 9:30-10:30
Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbechurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
07 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar Pastor
Wed.  7:00 p.m. Service
Sat. 7:00 p.m. Youth Service
Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
Sun. 5:00 pm. Worship
New Hope Church
“The Church on the Hil"
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne * 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
Morning WorshiP -10:00 am
Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship%:;amail.com_ .
Sunda?/ 4:30 PM Worship n the north
wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
Sunday, 9:00 am. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 9:00am.-12:00 pm.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
Sunday, 11:30 am. - 2:30 p.m.
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 10:15am.- 1:15p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church: 1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School: 330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10:15.am. - Services
School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 EIRio Drive, Alamosa
Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
-Pre-School througih 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Coneé'os Canl_e(on Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30am.
Sundar, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor. Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - SundaK School
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
Sunday, 11am. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa
Saturday, 9:30 am. - Bible Study
Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
Pastor Steve Dunkel
Sunday Worship: 8:00 am.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
*North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church
719-587-5529
Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am

unday.
Valley Churcﬁ of the Nazarene
Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
Sunday Momning Worship 10:15.a.m.
Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
Dinner at 6 p.m.
Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.

Thursdz%y

een Activties (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)

*Nursery is available during all services

Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online
bulletins and service information or call the
number above.

Church of Scientolo%y

511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa

719-587-5554
Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services

Grace Assurance Ministry

Church without Religion

9851 CR4 S, Alamosa, CO

Sunday Momingls -10:30

Randy Brown - 719-588-7004

Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977
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Mustangs bitten by Bulldogs 60 0

By KEN HAMRICK
Coruier sports editor

SANFORD - The Sanford High School football
team played at home for the first time this season on
Friday, butit had a tough task as the Mustangs hosted
perennial powerhouse Haxtun at the SHS field.

The Fightin’ Bulldogs proved their reputationin a big
way as they defeated the Mustangs by a score of 60-0.

Haxtun just had too many weapons on offense.

“There’s a reason they’ve been in the Final 4 and
the championship game the last four or five years
now,” said Sanford coach Cody Reynolds. “They’re a
solid program.”

The Bulldogs scored one all but one of their
possessions.

“Comingin, I found only two plays where they actually
punted,” Reynolds said. “One of those games they lost.
But they have a very potent offense.”

It didn’t take long for the Bulldogs to get on the
scoreboard as it took only three plays to get into the
end zone. Quarterback Carter Lock ran the ball 40
yards to get into Sanford territory, and Grant Statz
scored the first touchdown on a 1-yard run. Statz also
scored the two-point conversion and Haxtun led 8-0
just 32 seconds into the ball game.

The Mustangs got just short of midfield on their first
possession but punted the ball away. Statz scored his
second touchdown of the night, this time on a 17-yard
run, and he again scored on the two-point play and
Haxtun increased its lead to 16-0.

The Bulldogs then got the first takeaway of the game
as Collin Coneintercepted Trason Gartrell. They scored
on the next play with Statz running 50 yards for the
touchdown. Tate Michael scored on t5he two-point
conversion and Haxtun had a 24-0 advantage.

The Bulldogs scored one more timein the first quarter
with Cone running 66 yards for the touchdown. This
time the two-point conversion attempt was stopped,
but Haxtun led 30-0.

The Bulldogs increased the lead early in the second
quarter as Statz scored his fourth touchdown, this
time on an 11-yard run. The two-point attempt came
up short but Haxtun led 36-0.

A Sanford fumble led to Haxtun’s next touchdown.
Ryan Davis went to the end zone on a 23-yard run, and
he also scored the two-point conversion. The Bulldogs
led 44-0 and the rest of the game was played under a
running clock.

Haxtun got one more score before the half with Cone
tossing a 63-yard scoring strike to Kanin Koberstein.
Cone scored the two-point play and the Bulldogs had
a 52-0 lead at the intermission.

Sanford got onto the Haxtun side of the field on
its first possession of the second half. However, the
Mustangs turned the ball over on downs.

The Bulldogs wrapped up the scoring late in the third
quarter with Cone throwing a 34-yard touchdown to
Madden Larsen. Cone then threw to Koberstein for
the two-point conversion.

Sanford again entered Haxtun territory on its next
drive, but once again turned the ball over on downs.
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Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Sanford High School’s Rylan Mortensen (7) carries the ball while J.D. Faucette (11) blocks in the Mustangs’
game against Haxtun Friday at the SHS field. The Mustangs lost to the Bulldogs 60-0.

The Mustangs got their first stop of the night late in
the game, and once again attempted a scoring drive.
But they again turned the ball over on downs as the
game ended.

Sanford managed only 136 yards of total offense with
111 coming on the ground. Gartrell led the running
game with 71 yards on 24 carries. Rylan Mortensen
was next with 24 yards on seven carries.

Gartrell completed only one of 10 pass attempts for
25 yards. J.D. Faucette had the only reception.

Haxtun, however, rolled up 464 yards of total offense
— 351 rushing and 113 passing.

The Bulldogs had two 100-yard rushers. Statz ran
for 107 yards on six carries, and Cone had 100 yards
on four carries.

Cone also completed three out of four passes for 96

yards.

Sanford (1-2) will host Fowler this coming Friday
at 7 p.m.

“Fowler’s a strong team and they’re always tough,”

Reynolds said. “They’re a solid team as well.”
Haxtun 60, Sanford 0
Haxtun 30 22 8 0-60
Sanford 0 0 0 0-0
First quarter
H - Statz 1 run (Statz run), 11:28
H - Statz 17 run (Statz run), 4:47
H - Statz 50 run (Michael run), 3:48
H - Cone 66 run (run failed), 1:45
Second quarter
H - Statz 11 run (run failed), 10:47
H - Davis 23 run (Davis run), 10:17
H - Koberstein 63 pass from Cone (Cone run), 3:56
Third quarter
H - Larsen 34 pass from Cone (Koberstein pass from Cone), 3:04

Lady Mean Moose sweep Lady Wolverlnes

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa High School volleyball
team faced a traditionally tough opponent on Thursday
as it hosted Bayfield at the AHS gym.

The Lady Mean Moose won the first two sets by
wide margins with the scores being 25-8 and 25-9,
respectively. But the Lady Wolverines woke up in the
third to make a game of it before Alamosa won 25-21
to record the sweep.

“T switched my outside to give a couple young girls
a chance to give them some confidence,” said Alamosa
coach Annie Mortensen. “My starting line-up is really
strong, and it was a good opportunity to let them get
stronger mentally for that third set.”

Alamosa started the first set with a 2-0 lead. After
a brief Bayfield side out, the Lady Mean Moose went
on a 9-3 run to increase their lead to 11-4.

The Lady Wolverines closed the margin to 11-6, but
Alamosa ran off seven unanswered points for an 18-6
advantage. After another brief Bayfield side out, the
Lady Mean Moose scored seven of the last eight points
for a 25-8 win.

Bayfield opened the second set with a 1-0 lead, but
Alamosa took a 2-1 edge. The Lady Wolverines tied
the score, but the Lady Mean Moose scored eight
consecutive points to push the margin to 10-2.

Bayfield closed its deficit to 11-5, but Alamosa
answered with three straight points. The Lady
Wolverines closed to within 14-7, but the Lady Mean
Moose closed out the set by scoring 11 of the last 13
points and took a 25-9 victory.

Alamosa took a 1-0 lead to begin the third set. The
teams exchanged side puts before the Lady Mean Moose
scored four consecutive points for a 6-2 advantage.

Bayfield narrowed the gap to 7-5, but Alamosa
answered with three straight pomts The Lady
Wolverines came back with a 5-0 run to tie the score
at 10-10.

The Lady Mean Moose took a 13-111ead, but the Lady
Wolverines came back to take a 15-14 edge. Alamosa
regained the lead at 16-15, but Bayfield scored three
in a row for an 18-16 lead.

Once again, the Lady Mean Moose finished a set
strong as they scored nine of the final12 points for a
25-21 win.

Morgan Ortega led the Alamosa offense with 23
assists. Aubrey Rothermich led the attack with 15 kills
followed by Ortega with seven and Taybor Wiedeman
with six. Ortega and Wiedeman both had three service
aces to lead the Lady mean Moose in that category.

Alamosa (7-2, 2-0) will host a tri-meet with Gunnison
and Hoehne on Saturday.

“Gunnison seems to be having a good season,”
Mortensen said. “We have to focus on quick offense
and be aggressive defensively. Passing was key for us.”

The first match begins at 9 a.m. at the AHS gym.

Cedaredge 52, Center 12

Centauri 19, Buena Vista
13

Haxtun 60, Sanford 0

Monte Vista 43, North

Sports
Bulletin

SCHEDULE Adams State at Texas-
SATURDAY Permian Basin, 6 p.m.
Prep football College women’s

DelNorteatRoaring Fork, volleyball

1 p.m. AdamsStatevs.Minnesota

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School’s Aubrey Rothermich (11)
slams a kill against Bayfield Thursday at the AHS
gym. The Lady Mean Moose defeated the Lady
Wolverines 25-8, 25-9, 25-21.

Mean Moose
golfers tie for

Follow sports editor
Ken Hamrick on X. His
handle is

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
THURSDAY
Prep football
Pueblo Central
Alamosa 0
Prep girls softball
Southeast Colorado 18,
Alamosa 2, 3 inn.
Prep girls volleyball
Alamosa def. Bayfield 25-
8, 25-9, 25-21
Buena Vista def. Center
25-9, 25-14, 20-25, 25-7
Del Norte def. Pagosa
Springs23-25,25-22,23-25,
25-22,15-13
Sangre de Cristo def.
Cotopaxi 25-11, 25-10,
25-14

43,

FRIDAY
Prep football

Fork 20

Sargent at Hoehne - no
report

Sierra Grande 63, Kiowa
18

Prep girls volleyball

Center at Cotopaxi - no
report

Kiowa def. Sierra Grande
in three sets - scored not

reported

North Forkat MonteVista
- no report

Sanford at Swink - no
report

College women'’s soccer
WestTexas A&M 1, Adams
State O
College women’s
volleyball
Angelo State (Texas) def.
Adams State 25-14, 25-14,
25-16
California State-
DominguezHillsdef.Adams
State 25-21, 22-25, 25-23,
25-21

Prep cross country

Antonito, Center, Monte
Vista, Sierra Grande at
Bayfield Invitational, 9 a.m.

Centauri, Del Norte at
Gunnison Invitational, 9
a.m.

Prep girls gymnastics

Alamosa at Cherry Creek
Invitational, TBA

Prep girls volleyball

Gunnison, Hoehne at
Alamosa, 9 a.m.

Antonito at Mountain
Valley, 11 a.m.

Centennial at Cripple
Creek-Victor, 1 p.m.

Rocky Ford at Center, 1
p.m.

Cheraw at Sangre de
Cristo, 2 p.m.

Sanford at Del Norte, 4
p.m.

Monte Vista at Eaglecrest
Invitational, TBA

Sierra Grande at Bethune
Invitational, TBA

College football

State-Moorhead (Colorado
Mesa Fall Classic), 11 a.m.

Adams State vs. Cal Poly-
Humboldt (Colorado Mesa
Fall Classic), 4 p.m.

MONDAY
Prep boys soccer

Alamosa at Bayfield, 4:30
p.m.

College women'’s golf

Adams State at South
Dakota Mines Invitational,
TBA

TUESDAY
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at Gunnison,
4 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball

Alamosa at Centauri,
4:30 p.m.

AntonitoatQuesta(N.M.),
TBA

College women'’s golf

Adams State at South
Dakota Mines Invitational,
TBA

second at Rocky
Ford

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA - The
Alamosa High School
boys golf team finished
the regular season on
Thursday as it competed
at the Rocky Ford
Invitational at the Rocky
Ford Country Club.

The Mean Moose
finished in a tie for second
place with 290. They were
led by Zavier Medina who
was fourth with a 90.
He was followed by Jace
Sanchez who was 13th
with a 96, Erik Garcia who
tied for 28th with a 104,
and Kyan Mason who was

36th with a 111.

Las Animas won the
tournament with 264.
The Mean Moose tied with
Fowler.

Las Animas’ Damien
Baca was the medalist
with a 75.

Alamosa will next
compete at the Class 3A
Region 1 Tournament on
Sept. 30 at Conquistador
Golf Course in Cortez.
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Additional security will be
in place for Jan. 6, 2025
certification of presidential vote

By JENNIFER SHUTT
Colorado Newsline

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Capitol Police are
welcoming a special secu-
rity designation from the
Department of Homeland
Security for Jan. 6, 2025,
when Congress will gath-
er to certify the Electoral
College vote count for the
winner of the presidential
election.

The last time Congress
undertook the respon-
sibility, a pro-Trump
mob attacked the build-
ing, eventually break-
ing through police barri-
cades, severely injuring

officers and disrupting
the process.

The rioters were
spurred on by false

claims from former presi-
dent and current Repub-
lican presidential nomi-
nee Donald Trump that
he won the 2020 election
when he had in fact lost
both the popular vote and
the Electoral College.
Members of Congress
and then-Vice President
Mike Pence were evacu-
ated or told to shelter in
place in their offices as
one of the most secure
buildings in the country

was overrun.

Federal prosecutors
have since secured con-
victions or plea deals for
hundreds of the people
who attacked law en-
forcement and obstructed

Congress’ responsibility
to certify the vote that
day.

United States Capitol
Police Chief Tom Manger
released a written state-
ment Thursday saying
the “National Special Se-
curity Event designation
will further strengthen
our work to protect the
Members of Congress and
the legislative process.”

“The United States
Capitol Police has been
preparing for the Janu-
ary 6 count, as well as
the Inauguration, for
several months,” Manger
added. “We have made
hundreds of changes and
improvements over the
past three years, and we
are confident that the
Capitol will be safe and
secure.”

National Special Secu-
rity Events, or NSSEs,
are somewhat expected
for major events, like
State of the Union speech-
es, presidential inaugura-

tions and the presidential
nominating conventions
that the Democrats and
Republicans hold every
four years.

This, however, will be
the first time that one has
been issued for Congress’
certification of the Elec-
toral College vote.

The designation means
the U.S. Secret Service
will be the lead federal
law enforcement agency
planning security for the
event, despite it being
held in the U.S. Capitol,
where USCP typically
holds the top jurisdiction.

“National Special Se-
curity Events are events
of the highest nation-
al significance,” Eric
Ranaghan, special agent
in charge of the U.S. Se-
cret Service’s Dignitary
Protective Division, said
in a written statement
released Wednesday.
“The U.S. Secret Service,
in collaboration with our
federal, state, and local
partners are committed
to developing and imple-
menting a comprehensive
and integrated security
plan to ensure the safety
and security of this event
and its participants.”

Colorado religious leaders support
constitutional amendment that
scraps gay marriage ban

By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

A coalition of Colo-
rado religious leaders on
Tuesday endorsed a bal-
lot measure that would
remove language in the
state Constitution ban-
ning same-sex marriage.

Amendment J, referred
by the Legislature to the
November ballot, seeks to
remove a constitutional
amendment passed by
voters in 2006 that defines
a marriage as only be-
tween a man and woman.

Same-sex marriage is
legal in Colorado and at
the federal level because
of the 2015 U.S. Supreme
Court decision in Oberge-
fell v. Hodges. State lead-
ers worry, however, that
the court could reverse
the decision just as it
overturned the right to
abortion enshrined in Roe
v. Wade.

In a concurring opin-
ion in the decision that
overturned Roe, Justice
Clarence Thomas wrote
the court could reconsider
rulings such as Oberge-

fell.

“We are one bad deci-
sion away from overturn-
ing (Obergefell),” Susy
Bates, the campaign
director for Freedom to
Marry Colorado, told re-
porters on a Tuesday call.
“If that happens, the 2006
ban would go into effect
and marriage for LGBTQ
couples would immedi-
ately be at risk. We have
to take action now to re-
move the ban and ensure
protections for our com-
munities.”

Colorado Gov. dJared
Polis is in a same-sex
marriage. He married his
longtime partner in 2021.

Nearly 40 religious
leaders from churches
and temples across the
state signed a letter in
support of the ballot ini-
tiative, writing that it is
in line with their faith
tradition and values.

“If indeed we are all
created in God’s image,
then laws which exclude
and discriminate against
one’s ability to express
and sanctify their love

and relationships violate
basic principles of fair-
ness and equality that are
central to who we are. My
tradition teaches this,”
Joseph Black, the senior
rabbi of Temple Emman-
uel in Denver, said.

The leaders -criticized
people, including those
on the far-right, who use
religion as justification
for discrimination.

“These efforts stand in
stark opposition to our
core religious and spiri-
tual convictions, which
compel us to forge a be-
loved community that re-
jects the misinformation
and rejects divisions that
fuel hostility, misunder-
standing, fear and hatred
expressed toward gay,
lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gender and nonbinary
persons,” the letter reads.

Constitutional amend-
ments need to be ap-
proved by 55% of voters.
Voters will decide on sev-
en other constitutional
amendments in Novem-
ber, including one over
the right to an abortion.

U.S. senators from Kansas,
Colorado, Arizona introduce bill to
unlock funds for water preservation

By ALLISON KITE

Colorado Newsline
States, Native Ameri-
can tribes and local com-
munities could get help
accessing federal funds
for water infrastructure
projects in drought-strick-
en areas under new U.S.

Senate legislation.

The Water Project
Navigators Act — spon-
sored by U.S. Sens.

Jerry Moran and John
Hickenlooper and Reps.
Brittany Pettersen and
Juan Ciscomani — would
create a program in the
Bureau of Reclamation
to place “navigator” po-
sitions 1n local, state
and tribal communities.
Navigators would help
connect communities to
resources.

In a news release an-
nouncing the legislation,
Moran, a Kansas Republi-
can, said federal resources
to help preserve water can
be difficult to access.

“Widespread  drought

1s impacting many com-
munities across Kansas,
hurting family farms, lo-
cal municipalities and
businesses,” Moran said.

Hickenlooper, a Colo-
rado Democrat, said the
same.

“Rural and Tribal com-
munities deserve their
fair share of federal funds
to address drought, but
all too often are left out,”
Hickenlooper said.

Fellow Coloradan Pet-
tersen said water scarcity
is felt throughout Colora-
do, but rural communities
struggle to respond.

“It 1s critical that we
invest in these areas to
strengthen and protect
our water resources and
help communities draw
down federal dollars,” Pet-
tersen said.

Kansas and Colorado
— along with Ciscomani’s
home state of Arizona —
struggle with continual
drought and limited ac-
cess to water. As of last

week, according to the
U.S. Drought Monitor,
more than 51% of Kansas
is in some level of drought,
mostly moderate or se-
vere. Almost 5% of Arizo-
na is in extreme drought.
Colorado is currently the
least affected with about
12% of the state in some
level of drought.

“In Arizona, water 1s our
most precious resource,”’
said Ciscomani, a Repub-
lican. “As the drought
worsens in the West, it
1s now more Important
than ever that impacted
communities have the
necessary tools to secure
federal dollars for critical
multi-benefit water infra-
structure projects.”

The legislation is
backed by conservation
groups, according to the
news release, along with
the Kansas Water Office,
Kansas Department of
Health and Environment
and the Kansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Volunteers Needed for San Luis
Valley Well Water Samples:

The Colorado Geological Survey (CGS), a department of the Colorado School of Mines, has been
funded through a grant from the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE)
to conduct a 5-year study of baseline radionuclides and metals in groundwater obtained from
privately owned residential water wells throughout Colorado. CDPHE's reason for this study is ed-
ucation focused for homeowners on wells. Note: CDPHE has no requlatory authority over private
wells. The grant is covering the costs so is free to homeowners.

For this effort, 41 water samples are currently available for select areas of the San Luis Valley.
These have been divided up in a grid, each containing 1, 2, or 3 samples. If the number of volun-
teers in a grid space exceeds the quota, the CGS will prioritize selection of participants by spatial
distribution combined with geologic considerations.

For this effort we are seeking volunteers to whom we will ship, via FedEx Ground, a boxed
sampling kit with a pre-paid FedEx Ground return shipping label. We will need filled water sam-
ples returned within about 2 weeks. Once we receive a water sample, we will assign a sample
number to anonymize it. Thus, the owner’s contact information will stay solely with CGS. We
anticipate about a 2 month turn-around time before we can email lab results to the individual
well owners.

Volunteers, please send an email to LSEBOL@mines.edu with your name, shipping address,
(physical address of property if different), and phone number (FedEx requires phone numbers for
shipping). A reply email will be sent with more detailed sampling information, asking for con-
firmation. If possible, please also identify which grid space the well is located within (available
grids are shown in color on our grid map).

Residential water well sampling grid showing available number
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Threats to election workers as November
nears detailed at congressional hearing

By ASHLEY
FIGUEROA
Colorado Newsline

WASHINGTON —
Republicans on the
House Administration

Committee at a Wednes-
day hearing argued that
legislation to bar people
from voting who are not
citizens — something al-
ready illegal — is what’s
needed to prepare for
the November elections.

But Democratic secre-
taries of state in battle-
ground states told com-
mittee members they are
more concerned about
the detailed threats
they and their election
workers are experienc-
ing resulting from elec-
tion misinformation.

Three Democratic sec-
retaries of state, Adrian
Fontes of Arizona, Joc-
elyn Benson of Michigan
and Maggie Toulouse
Oliver of New Mexico,
said that people who are
not citizens voting in
federal elections do not
constitute a problem,
despite the GOP push
for legislation barring
the act.

“There’s no evidence
that noncitizens are vot-
ing and if they were, it
would be easy to prove,
since voting records are
public. And despite nu-
merous  organizations
spending a lot of money
to try to convince people
that noncitizens are vot-
ing, none of these groups
have actually been able
to provide any evidence
of it,” Benson said.

Those Democratic sec-
retaries of state added
that since former Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
continued to perpetuate
the falsehood that he
won the 2020 presiden-
tial election, they have
been forced to deal with
threats and are con-
cerned the lie has led to
overall distrust in elec-
tion results.

The insurrection on
the U.S. Capitol on Jan.
6, 2021 was an attempt
by a mob of pro-Trump
supporters to stop Con-
gress from certifying the
electoral results of the
2020 presidential elec-
tion.

The three Republi-
can secretaries of state
at the hearing, Frank
LaRose of Ohio, Cord
Byrd of Florida and Mac
Warner of West Virgin-
ia, argued that federal
legislation requiring
proof of citizenship to
register is necessary to
prevent people who are
not citizens from voting
and to secure elections.
Research has found that
noncitizen voting rarely
happens.

“The fact is it’s rare,
but we keep it rare
by enforcing the law,”
LaRose said of such vot-
ing. “It 1s my duty to
carry that out. Unfortu-
nately, that duty is not
as easy to carry out as it

should be.”

+ Bill pulled from
floor

House Republicans
are currently trying

to attach H.R. 8281,
passed in July, that re-
quires proof of citizen-
ship to register to vote,
to a stopgap government
funding bill. A vote was
planned late Wednes-
day, but House Speaker
Mike Johnson of Loui-
siana pulled the bill
because he didn’t have
enough votes for pas-

sage.
However, it’s dead on
arrival in the Senate

and President Joe Biden
has already promised a

veto.

House Administra-
tion Committee Chair
Bryan Steil, Republican
of Wisconsin, said he is
still working to get H.R.
8281 passed ahead of
the November elections.

“As we approach the
upcoming federal elec-
tion, 1t 1s 1mperative
that we take a close look
at how each Secretary
of State will implement
federal and State elec-
tion laws to guarantee
that every legal vote
counts,” Steil said in his
opening remarks.

Multiple GOP-led
states have ballot ini-
tiatives this November
to bar noncitizens from
voting, including in
Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky,
Missouri, North Caro-
lina, Oklahoma, South
Carolina and Wisconsin.

It’s also a priority for
Trump, the current GOP
presidential nominee,
who has made immigra-
tion a core campaign
platform and has falsely
stated that noncitizen
voting cost him the pop-
ular vote in 2016.

The top Democrat on
the committee, Joe Mo-
relle of New York, noted
that the election is al-
ready here, as ballots
are going to be sent to
military members over-
seas and states are get-
ting ready for early vot-
ing in the coming weeks.

He raised concerns
about threats to election
workers as well as mis-
information about the
security of elections.

“Election officials are
operating in an election
season that continues to
be marred by a steady
drumbeat of mis- and
disinformation,” he said
in his opening state-
ment. “For months, we
have heard the former
President and others ei-
ther refuse to say they
will accept the outcome
of the election, or con-
dition their acceptance
with an ‘if they are free
and fair'— which under-
mines Americans’ confi-
dence that our elections
are, in fact, fair and se-
cure.”

More
funding

Morelle said that Con-
gress needs to do more
to help election officials,
including providing con-
sistent funding in elec-
tion security grants.

He said that in fis-
cal year 2024, Congress
appropriated about $55
million to states and
U.S. territories in elec-
tion grants.

Oliver and Benson said
that a consistent stream
of federal funding would
also help them deal with
misinformation  about
elections.

Benson said that her
state is often scraping
together funding and
that a “predictable and
sustainable stream of
funding” would help,
especially when dealing
with threats of violence
and intimidation.

She added that she
knows all eyes will be
on Michigan, a battle-
ground state, and not-
ed that during the last
presidential race, her
state was able to post
results within 24 hours.
Michigan’s 2020 presi-
dential election results
were challenged by Re-
publicans.

“We’ll never sacrifice
accuracy and security
in tabulating our votes
over efficiency,” Ben-
son said. “We under-
stand the urgency of the

consistent

movement and the fact
that the eyes of the na-
tion will often be on our
state.”

* Biden order on voter
registration

Republicans on the
committee took issue
with a three-year-old ex-
ecutive order from Pres-
ident Joe Biden that di-
rected federal agencies
to help register eligible
voters.

“It 1s our duty to en-
sure that registering to
vote and the act of vot-
ing be made simple and
easy for all those eligi-
ble to do so,” according
to the executive order.

GOP Rep. Greg Mur-
phy of North Carolina
took issue with the ini-
tiative and argued it
was partisan because
it helped Democrats in
elections.

“This 1is where the
angst and the anger
comes from,” he said,
referring to Americans’
distrust in elections. “It
is absolutely for Demo-
crats.”

Oklahoma GOP Rep.
Stephanie Bice agreed,
and said that while vot-
er registration is impor-
tant, it’s not something
the federal government
or its agencies should
undertake. She asked
the Republican secretar-
ies of state if they had
been contacted about
the executive order.

LaRose said that be-
cause he sued the Biden
administration over it,

“I think they know bet-
ter than to ask me.”

Byrd said that he’s in-
structed Florida agen-
cies not to participate
and Warner said that he
sent a letter to the White
House asking them to
rescind the executive or-
der because he believes
it’s unconstitutional.

* Threats to election
workers

California Democratic
Rep. Norma Torres said
she i1s concerned about
threats to election work-
ers.

Oliver said that mis-
information about elec-
tions had led to mistrust
for voters. She said that
the discussion of voting
by people who are not

citizens is an example.

“When voters are
misinformed, they lose
trust in the system,” she
said. “Noncitizen voting
does not happen in any
systematic way in New
Mexico or across the na-
tion.”

Torres asked how that
type of misinformation
affects their work and
that of election workers.

Benson, who was
elected as Michigan’s
secretary of state in
2018, said that she’s had
people show up at her
house to threaten her.

“People show up on
my doorstep when I'm
inside trying to hang
Christmas decorations
with my 4-year-old son,

screaming into a mega-
phone ‘You're a mur-
derer and you should
be arrested and tried
for treason,” she said.
“That’s the reality of all
this. That’s who it all
impacts.”

Benson said lies and
misinformation  about
election results “make
us afraid to go to work,
afraid to go grocery
shopping, afraid to take
our kid to school, afraid
to go into our backyard
because we don’t know
what might be lurking
in the bushes.”

“That’s what we've
been experiencing not
just this last week, but
these last four years,”
she said.
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Promises were broken on state-funded Rio

By JERD SMITH
The Colorado Sun

Grande dam prolect river advocates say

Four years after a
high-profile dam res-
toration project was

completed in the sce-
nic headwaters of the
Rio Grande, promises
to deliver water for fish
during the winter and
other recreational ben-
efits have not been met,
environmental  groups
charge.

The Rio Grande Res-
ervoir Project was fund-
ed by state loans and
public grants provided
by the Colorado Water
Conservation Board,
which often bases fi-
nancing approvals, in
part, on a project’s abil-
ity to serve multiple
purposes, including wa-
ter for fish, habitat and
kayakers.

“The Colorado Water
Conservation Board ...
provided $30 million in
the form of loans and
grants to complete the
project,” the CWCB said
In a project update post-
ed on its website. “Ben-
efits include: instream
flow enhancement;
channel maintenance;
outdoor recreation op-
portunities; terrestrial
and aquatic wildlife
habitat; irrigation, aug-
mentation; and storage
to comply with the Rio
Grande Compact be-
tween Colorado, New
Mexico, and Texas.”

The public-private
project was completed
in 2020.

The CWCB declined
an interview request for
this story, but said in an
email that there were
no specific conditions
in the loans and grants
tied to providing envi-
ronmental benefits.

“CWCB does not have
the ability to impose ex-
tra terms on the recipi-
ents of funds that are
not articulated in the
funding agreements.
In the case of the Rio
Grande Reservoir Re-
habilitation, the final
deliverable was comple-
tion of the project,” a
spokesperson said.

Still  Kevin  Terry,
southwest program di-
rector for Trout Unlim-
ited, said the project
would likely never have
been funded without as-
surances that the dam
would be operated dif-
ferently to help the riv-
er, including releasing
water in the winter to
aid the fish and chang-
ing the time water is
released throughout the
summer to keep the riv-
er cooler and healthier
during prime fishing
and kayaking season.

“There were lots of
environmental benefits
touted before the Colo-
rado Water Conser-
vation Board and the
roundtable,” Terry said,
referring to the Rio
Grande Basin Round-
table. The roundtable
is one of nine public
groups across the state’s
major river basins that
help address local water
issues and funnel state
grants to projects they
approve.

The San Luis Val-
ley Irrigation District,
which owns and oper-
ates the dam, serves
farms around Center
and has delivered wa-
ter from the dam since
1912, according to its
website. Neither Dis-
trict President Randall
Palmgren nor Superin-
tendent Robert Phillips
responded to numerous

requests for comment.

The district uses the
reservoir to store wa-
ter for irrigators. Trout
Unlimited and others
aren’t asking for any
water, they say, just
that existing water that
would be released any-
way be sent downstream
at times that are benefi-
cial to the river.

Among key complaints
by environmentalists is
that the irrigation com-
pany 1s not allowing
water to flow out of the
rehabilitated dam dur-
ing the winter, some-
thing that would benefit
young fish and allow
them to grow larger for
the next fishing season.

Terry said the irriga-
tion district has said it
can’t deliver that win-
ter water because it 1is
difficult to operate the
new equipment in freez-
ing winter weather. But
Terry said he doesn’t
understand how the
project could have been
built without the ability
to deliver in cold weath-
er, something that oc-
curs routinely in other
reservoirs in the valley.

Jim Loud, a Creede
resident and avid an-
gler who lives on the
river, said he and others
are tired of waiting for
the river to receive the
benefits many believed
would have been deliv-
ered by now.

“All we want i1s to get
them to do what they
said they were going
to do,” said Loud, cit-
ing numerous CWCB
documents dating back
several years outlin-
ing the environmental
benefits of the project.
Loud is part of the Com-
mittee for a Healthy Rio
Grande.

* The old days weren’t
fun

The conflict comes as
the Rio Grande Basin,
which begins high above
Creede and flows south
to the Gulf of Mexico,
continues to struggle
with declining aqui-
fer levels due to heavy
agricultural use and
low stream flows due
to drought and climate
change. In Colorado, the
Rio Grande waters a po-
tato industry that is one
of the largest in the na-
tion.

Creede local Dale Pi-
zel, who owns a ranch
on the river and caters
to the fishing commu-
nity, said river condi-
tions have 1improved
some since the dam
was rebuilt. Prior to the
project, the irrigation
company would routine-
ly dry up the river for
weeks during the high
summer tourist season
to make repairs to the
dam.

“That doesn’t happen
anymore,” Pizel said.
He too serves on the Rio
Grande Basin Round-
table, which also ap-
proved some grants for
the project.

“I voted for that proj-
ect knowing it would
have environmental
benefits, and it did,” Pi-
zel said, because there
1s no need for the irriga-
tors to dry up the river
to repair a failing dam
anymore.

Still, he said, if envi-
ronmental promises are
being made publicly, the
state needs a better way
to make sure they are
kept.

Trout Unlimited’s
Terry said for years he
was hopeful that the re-

Photo by Dean Krakel , Special to
The Colorado Sun

Mike Deminco, left, and
his wife, Beth, fish the
Rio Grande below Creede,
Colorado on Sept. 6. Beth
is just learning to fly fish.
The couple traveled from
their home in Boulder to
go fishing with Mike’s fa-
ther on his 79th birthday.
The Rio Grande has been
designated a Gold Medal
stream by Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, meaning
that it consistently pro-
duces trout over 14 inch-
es long.

habilitated dam would
serve as another mul-
tiuse storage project in
the water-short valley
helping farmers and the
environment.

“We are so disappoint-
ed in the delivery of
what was promised and
the lack of the CWCB
holding the irrigation
district accountable in
any way,” he said.

Altering the dam’s
new equipment so that
winter releases can oc-
cur will likely require
spending about $5 mil-
lion, according to Terry.

Pizel and others hope
a resolution between
the farmers and the en-
vironmentalists can oc-
cur without legal action.

“We don’t want to
start thumping each
other in the chest,” Pi-
zel said. “That’s the way
it was in the old days. It
was not fun.”

o
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WOLF CREEK

THE MOST SNOW IN COLORADO®

PEAK ADVANTAGE PASSES

-NO Blackout Dates-

Adult

Senior (65 & older)
Student (13-18 in school)
Child (s6-12)

Tot (5 & under)

SUPERSAVER PASSES
-43 Blackout Dates-
Adult

2024-2025
Pre-Season Pass Sale

L ]

SAT, SEPT. 28 - SUN, OCT. 6, 2024

Pre-Season Rate/Regular Rate

Pre-Season Rate/Regular Rate

$1062 / $1326
$466 / $582
$819 / $1023
$418 / $521
$58 / $72

$797 / $996

FAMILY PASSES - All passes must be same type
Families consist of father, mother, or partners
in civil unions and their single, dependent
children, 22 years old or younger, living
together supported by the same income

Mail-in & phone orders will not be accepted.
Please visit shop.WolfCreekSki.com to purchase
your pass.

Pre-Season Prices End October 6, 2024

970 -

WolfCreekSki.com *

**Family Passes will go to regular rates Oct. 7, 2024

i

o

3o

ég Senior (65 & older) $350 / $437
@ &< Student (13-18 in school) $615 / $768
=SY& Childeaz $314 / $392
pa ‘Z .. Tot(5&under) $44 / $55
S SR
2 Ly . FAMILY PASSES Peak Advantage / SuperSaver
-— o 1 __
- 1st in Family $1062 / $797
g 2nd in Family $819 / $615
& 8o 3rd in Family $466 / $350
W 4th in Family $383/ $288
R 5th in Family $383 / $288

=

o

Zz

264-5639

MVC

DEADLINE TO ENTER SEPTEMBER 20

NATIONAL
(00P MONTH
PHOT(
ONTEST

EMAIL ENTRIES TO MVCADS@MVCOOP.COM
LIMIT 5 ENTRIES PER PERSON
TOP 5 WINNERS RECEIVE $50 MVC GIFT CERTIFICATE
GRAND PRIZE WINNER RECEIVES $100 MVC GIFT

CERTIFICATE AND WINNING PHOTO WILL BE FEATURED IN
MVC MARKETING MATERIAL, SOCIAL MEDIA, AND
NATIONAL CO-0P MONTH POSTER!
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Notice of Request for Proposal to Drill a Well
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District (District) is seeking
proposals from qualified well drillers to drill a 20-inch, 220 foot deep
confined aquifer well in Saguache County. Contact Chris Ivers at the
District office at (719) 589-6301 for a BID packet with full details.
Additionally, you can access this information online at www.rgwed.
org. In your response, please include your qualifications to drill this
type of well, a cost estimate for drilling the well, and your timeline
for completing the project. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30
p.m. September 27, 2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail
to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to
chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4107.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3,
4,6,7,10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District is seeking proposals
from qualified CONTRACTORS to grade a road, install 2 culverts,
install approximately 303 feet of piping from an augmentation well,
and construct a riprap ditch. The pipeline has 12 inch and 16-inch
diameter sections. Contact the district office at (719) 589-6301 for a
BID packet with full details. Additionally, you can access this informa-
tion online at www.rgwed.org. In your response, please include your
relevant qualifications, and your timeline for completing the PROJ-
ECT. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 p.m. September 27,
2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 Indepen-
dence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4108.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3,
4,6,7,10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

STATE OF COLORADO
COUNTY OF ALAMOSA
NOTICE OF LOST STOCK CERTIFICATE

The San Luis Valley Canal Company, a Colorado Mutual Ditch
Company, pursuant to C.R.S.A. §7-42-115 causes this NOTICE to
be published on the 31st day of August, 2024 and once every week
thereafter for five successive weeks the fifth publication being on the
twenty-eighth day after the first publication.” CRS 7-42-115, in the
Valley Courier, a newspaper of general circulation in Alamosa County,
in which the principal office of the San Luis Valley Canal Company
is located.
In accordance with the terms of C.R.S.A. §7-42-114 to §7-42-117,
Lloyd J. Simpson and Wilma H Simpson, joint tenants and The Fed-
eral Land Bank of Wichita, has filed a Notice with the San Luis Valley
Canal Company making Demand for the issuance of duplicate certifi-
cates for stock certificates No. 765, for 100 shares each, respectively,
of capital stock in the San Luis Valley Canal Company. The San Luis
Valley Canal Company will issue, on or after the 31st day of October,
2024, thirty days after the last publication date, duplicate certificates
to the registered owner, as above stated, unless a contrary claim is
filed with the San Luis Valley Canal Company, Attn: Secretary, P O
BOX 631, Monte Vista, Colorado 81144, prior to the date stated in
this NOTICE.
The San Luis Valley Canal Company
Jess Freel, President Attest: Lyla Hathaway, Secretary
No. 4114.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 31, September 7, 14, 21,
& 28, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING - 1041 Regulations-Public Utili-
ties

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Conejos County Commis-
sioners will have a presentation from Xcel Energy with a work session
to follow on Wednesday, September 25, 2024, beginning at 5:30 PM.
The presentation and work session will be held at the PARISH HALL
— 6631 County Road 13, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
complex in Conejos. A special meeting will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 26, 2024, at 9:00 AM. The meeting will be held at the Cone-
jos County Department of Social Services meeting room at 12989
County Rd G.6/Veterans Blvd, Conejos CO. The presentation and
work session are being conducted to obtain additional information
concerning 1041 Regulations — Public Utilities. The special meeting
will be to finalize the 1041 Regulations — Public Utilities.
The presentation, work session, and special meeting are open
to the public. Any questions prior to those events may be directed
to the Land Use Office at 719-376-2014 or by email at landuse@
€0.CONejos.co.us
No. 4127.

Published in the Valley Courier on September 14, 18, & 24, 2024.

ALAMOSA COUNTY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before
the Alamosa Planning Commission on Wednesday, October 16, 2024
at 6:00 PM and again before the Alamosa Board of County Commis-
sioners on Wednesday, October 23, 2024 at 8:30 AM, in the Alamosa
County Services Center, 8900 Independence Way, Alamosa, Colo-
rado for the purpose of considering Text Amendments to the Land
Use & Development Code.
The proposed changes are to Section 2.3 Permitted Land Uses, Sec-
tion 3.2 Residential Use Standards, Section 3.3 Civic Use Standards,
Section 3.4 Commercial Use Standards, and Section 11.3 Defined
Terms.
Details regarding this proposal are available for public inspection in
the Alamosa County Land Use Office at 8999 Independence Way
Suite 100 during regular office hours or at (719) 589-3812.
Richard Hubler
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
No. 4129.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 14, 2024.

NOTICE
A special meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improvement
District No. 6 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is set
for September 19, 2024, and will begin at 2:00 p.m. The purpose of
this meeting is to review and possibly approve the 2025 Budget. This
Special Meeting will be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation
District Building located at 8805 Independence Way in Alamosa, CO,
81101. This meeting will also be held by Zoom teleconference. The
public may participate by attending the meeting in person or listen
in to the meeting by dialing in to the Zoom/teleconference. To join
please call either number: 1-253-215-8782 or 1-301-715-8592, enter
the Meeting Id: 861 2018 5189##, and wait for the meeting to begin.
There is no charge for this call. This meeting is open to the public.
The Proposed 2025 Budget for Subdistrict No. 6 is available for re-

view online at RGWCD.org.
No. 4128.

Published in the Valley Courier on September 14, 2024.

173 - PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

221-
HELP WANTED

HOME HEALTH
AIDE for individual
needed near LA JARA.
CNA helpful but not
required, on the job
training. Good pay, flex-
ible hours, must pass
background check. Call
or Text 719-580-9633.
(9/17/24)

INSURED QUALITY
FENCING INSTAL-
LATION. Offering
quotes for wire and post
rail. Call 719-371-7932.
(9/24/24)

221-

HELP WANTED

MANAGEMENT &
MAINTENANCE
PERSON, or team,
wanted for a 12-unit
apartment complex
in DEL NORTE, CO.
Duties include but not
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair,
painting, and grounds
keeping. Fax or email a
letter of interest and/or
resume to 712-274-1230
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com. Equal
Employment Opportu-
nity. (9/28/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is seeking a MIDDLE
SCHOOL & HIGH
SCHOOL ATHLETIC
DIRECTOR for the re-
mainder of the 2024-
2025 school year. Please
submit a district %pplica—
tion, resume, and cover
at https://www.south-
conejos.com/j)age/how—
to-apply. (10/4/24)

1ST SOUTHWEST
BANK, alocally owned
CDFI community bank,
is seeking a COMPLI-
ANCE DIRECTOR.
FSWB offers competi-
tive compensation, gen-
erous benefits, & ca-
reer development. Join
FSWB’s award-winning
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s
agricultural, nonprofit,
and small businesses.
For details and to apply,
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (10/4/24)

SANGRE DE CRISTO
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is looking for PART-
TIME CUSTODIAN
help. For more informa-
tion please contact Gar
Fritz at 719-378-2321
or email gfritz@san-
greschools.org. Applica-
tions may be download-
ed from sdc.schooldesk.
net under tab “about
us”. Position open until
filled. (10/2/24)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS ALAMOSA is
now hiring for BREAK-
FAST ATTENDANT,
FRONT DESK and
MAINTENANCE. Ap-
ply in Person. (9/14/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL
TEACHER needed at
the URGSD. We are
seeking a hardworking
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join
our dynamic, vibrant
and fun-loving team for
the 2024-2025 school
year. Applicants must
have a bachelor’s degree
or higher and possess
or be able to obtain a
Colorado Teaching Li-
cense. Please submit
your application, re-
sume and cover letter
to: Amy Duda, Principal
at aduda@urtigers.co
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4050. Applications
can be picked up at the
District Office or online
at: urtigers.co. (10/4/24)

BARTENDER WANT-
ED IN QUESTA,NM at
El Monte Carlo Lounge.
Thursday — Sunday,
3pm-11pm, hours may
vary. $13/hr with tips,
housing can be available
if needed. Call Mark
575-779-0653.(9/20/24)

DEL NORTE BANK is
seeking to fill a full-time
position for a TELL-
ER in the CREEDE
BRANCH. Duties will
be to accept deposits,
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while
maintaining a balanced
cash drawer. Must be
personable and pleasant
answering the phone
and greeting custom-
ers. Many other duties
will be assigned as
needed. The position is
permanent, full-time,
M - F, 8am — 4:30pm,
an hourly rate range of
$14.42 to $17.00, with a
robust benefits package.
Application available at
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at
117 N. Main St, Creede
or call 719-657-3376
and ask for Dawn. EOE.
(10/2/24)

CDL DRIVER: JT
TIMBER FALLING is
hiring a full-time LOG
TRUCK DRIVER.
CLASS A CDL. Based
out of BLANCA, CO.
Local destinations and
home every night. A
Comprehensive benefits

ackage is available.
§23—$30/hr. depend-
ing on experience. Call
719-379-4066 or visit
jttimber.com for more
information. (10/16/24)

CENTENNIAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST.
VOLLEYBALL
COACH. Applica-
tions can be submit-
ted through online app
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. Open
until filled. For ques-
tions, please contact
District Administrative
Office at 719-672-3322.
(9/14/24)

COME BE A part of
the CENTENNIAL
R-1 TEAM! We are
seeking applications
for a FRONT OFFICE
CLERK/ SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT and a
VARIETY of SUBSTI-
TUTES. Positions will
remain open until filled.
Please submit a resume,
three letters of recom-
mendation, pertinent
transcripts, and a back-
ground check/valid CDE
license with an applica-
tion. Submit applications
through https://www.
applitrack.com/centen-
nialschool/onlineapp or
email kimba.rael@cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. All
full-time positions qual-
ify for a competitive
benefits package and sal-
ary as outlined through
our Master Agreement,
which is available at
centennial.k12.co.us.
The starting pay range
for classified 12-month
staff is $30,915-$37,919
and substitute pay is
$120/day. We are doing
great things in San Luis;
it’s the perfect time to
join our team. (9/14/24)

Buying and Selling
in the Valley Courier
Classifieds can be the
Best Way to get the most
Bang for Your Buck!

Give Us a Try!

589-2553

APPLIANCE REPAIR

All Major Brands of Kitchen
& Laundry Appliances
+ Trained and Certified
Technicians

ALTITUDE

APPLIANCES

Open 10-6 Mion-Sat SPE

Residential,
Commercial,
Industrial and

New Mexico
719-696-5783
Steve Copley

NCER

Your Local SLV
Architecture Firm for

Agricultural Projects

Don Spencer, A.lLA.

Licensed in Colorado, Texas and

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

B

ALAMOSA

82 CONEJOS

IE:arth Moving l

Earthworks of Southern Colorado uc
Troy Geringer  719-480-1756

*Trenching Dirt Work
* Ditch Cleaning *Demolition
+Site Cleaning & Prep * Snow Removal
* Driveway Construction & Grading
*Landscaping
* House Pads

+Stream Bank Resloration

architecture studio Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

spencerarchitecturestudio.com

Estate

*Irigation Welding & Fabrication
*Tractor Mowing

Only *99 per month*

*3 month commitment

611 Main - Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

SPRINKLER REPAIR
Sprinkler Repair
and Installation

Quick Service!
Call evenings & weekends

719-580-0033 or
719-376-2593

IA;!PPLIANCES I

719-589-9144
JATCTION J [eootrRuck

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION | | cARVECITH)
Last Saturday of the month I U
from. April 27 until November
30. At the Community Building
next to. Quality Timbers on
Hwy. 285.Taking consignments
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00
am. Lunch available.

-

PORTER REALTY n

503 Man Street, Alamosa CO

719-589-5899
www PorterRealty.com

Expert Advice ¢ Exceptional Results

R A
jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

-9
greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

/]

\
R\

o

S sy /1
Cateninellocaned @Qh;@@@\y}fkmég

=
loginfhenteflListleCaesary

IWi i‘e Buy Cars I ICzonstruction I
We Welcome Insurance Claims y & o =f L
LZTECG

Construction

5”& 6" SEAMLESS
RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 - La Jara, C0 81140

+ Excellent Service +

Advertising

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only %99 per month*

*3 month commitment

Jim’s Tire
Store
T1112 State Ave. + Alamosa
719-589-9690
[\

License# PC-3398 » License# MP-600281

Derek Marquez
Master Plumber, Plumbing Contractor
(719) 588-0682
dereksplumbing@outlook.com

239 Walker Rd. - Alamosa
(Located in the old Sears store)

719-587-3882
www.slvappliance.com

Stucco

Sanchez Plastering
& Masonry

8425 Rd. 8 South - Alamosa
1110 Alamosa Ave. - Alamosa, CO 589-9205

WICENSED PLUMBER
All Types Plumbing

Advertising
Advertise Your

Synthetic Repair Business in this
Traditional Fully Insured . .

Patches & Bonded Quick Service!

Interior Fully Licensed Call evenings & weekends

E);E:;ior Work Guaranteed & NEW USED + RECAPPED £

(719) 486-6781 Great Service!

719-580-0033 or

ly ® —
719-376-2593 Only *99 per mont

*3 month commitment

GetdYour Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589

2553
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221-
HELP WANTED

221-
HELP WANTED

JOB TITLE: EX-
ECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR. Location: CHIL-
DREN’S GARDEN
EARLY LEARNING
CENTER, ALAMOSA
CO. Salary: $55-60k
annual. Overview:
Children’s Garden
Early Learning Center
(CGELQ) is hiring an
EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR to serve as the
Head of School, re-
sponsible for the overall
leadership, administra-
tion, and management
of the center. The Exec-
utive Director will over-
see daily operations,
ensure compliance with
state and federal regula-
tions, and implement
board-established poli-
cies. We seek a leader
who is deeply com-
mitted to early child-
hood education, excels
in organization, and
fosters a warm, sup-
portive environment
for both families and
staff while maintaining
the highest standards
of care and education.
Qualifications: Educa-
tion- Bachelor’s degree
in education or a re-
lated field preferred;
relevant experience
may be considered in
lieu of formal educa-
tion. Advanced degree
and early childhood
education credentials
are highly desirable.
Experience: Minimum
of 3 years of experience
in school administra-
tion, including 2 years
in a supervisory role.
At least 1 year of expe-
rience in nonprofit or
corporate management.
Knowledge and Skills:
Strong background in
early childhood educa-
tion. Director qualifica-
tions as required by the
Department of Social
Services. Experience
in nonprofit administra-
tion and management.
Fundraising experi-
ence. Ability to build
positive relationships
and establish rapport
with families and staff.
Excellent verbal and
written communica-
tion skills. Strong time
management and public
speaking abilities. Pro-
ficiency in computer
skills, with website
development experi-
ence preferred. Other
Attributes: Passion for
working with children.
Visionary and strate-
gic thinker. Optimistic,
open-minded, and a
good listener. Decisive,
diplomatic, and fair.
Strong leadership quali-
ties with the ability to
delegate effectively. To
apply, send a resume
and 3 references to
kassismith208@gmail.
com. (9/24/24).

SALAZAR MEATS
NEAR MANASSA
interviewing for PRO-
DUCTION ASSIS-
TANT position. $17-
24/hr depending on
experience. Please call
347-407-1622.(9/17/24)

HEAD JU-
NIOR HIGH
GIRLS’ VOLLEY-
BALL COACH needed
at DEL NORTE JR.
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or
assistant coach at the
middle school and or
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess:
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough
knowledge of the rules
of the sport; and have
the ability to establish
and maintain effective
working relationships
with school adminis-
trators, parents, and
students. Please contact
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy,
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)

WOLF CREEK SKI
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski
school, base operations,
food & beverage/bakers
& baristas, rental, retail,
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services,
ski patrol, grooming,
snow removal, custodial
building maintenance,
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download
an application and see
job descriptions please
visit the employment
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box
2800, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147. All jobs are
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $19/hour
with merit increases
based on perfor-
mance and experience.
(10/30/24)

LEAD TEACH-
ER FOR IN-
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the
UPPER RIO GRANDE
SCHOOL DISTRICT.
150 days per year
which includes all
days that teachers are
at school. Please sub-
mit your application
and resume to: Aaron
Horrocks, Superin-
tendent, at 950 French
Street, DEL NORTE,
CO, 81132, or call at
719-657-4040, x4000.
Applications may be
retrieved on-line at ur-
tigers.co or at the Dis-
trict Office. (9/24/24)

304-LAWN &

GARDEN

TROY-BUILT
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450.
Max 719-379-3123.
(10/19/24)

SPRINKLER RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service!
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580-0033
or 719-376-2593.
(10/11/24-monthly)

324 - SEED

& FEED

NATIVE GRASS
HAY for sale. HORSE
HAY in SMALL
BALES and COW
HAY available in 3x3
BALES. Contact Ed, if
interested, leave a mes-
sage (719) 852-3069.
(9/18/24)

HORSE & COW
HAY: GRASS,GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 bales, vari-
ous quality and pric-
ing. 719-850-8917.
(10/18/24-monthly)

341- GARAGE

SALE

YARD SALE: 508
13TH St., ALAMOSA.
Saturday ,9/14, 8am-?
(9/14/24)

8:30AM SATURDAY.
TOOLS, outdoor furni-
ture, grill, fire-pit. NO
EARLY BIRDS. 10690
Highway 160 East, AL-
AMOSA. (9/14/24)

347 - HOUSEHOLD

GOODS

LARGE CERAMIC
& GLASS BOWLS,
$15 takes all. 719-852-
8879. (9/21/24)

350 - FARM

EQUIPMENT

KRAMER SINGLE
8 row ROUND BALE
RETRIEVER. 719-
588-0168. (9/21/24)

NEW HOLLAND
688 ROUND BALER,
$8,000. 719-588-0168.
(9/21/24)

353-FARM &
LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE: 2 gelded
HORSES. Experienced
trail/ pleasure riding,
BOMB PROOF. Just in
time for hunting season.
Call for details, 719-
580-8291. (9/18/24)

NUBIAN BUCKS;
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment,
quality. Born 2023,
Tricolored, dehorned,
gentle. 719-588-6621,
text. (9/25/24)

360 - MISC.

FOR SALE

WELL-BUILT
WOOD PICNIC TA-
BLE: with side benches,
metal frame legs, seats
6 people. $50 719-588-
3988. (9/14/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices.
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

401 - BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

Century Property

Management & Sales, w.c
Alamosa e 589-5744

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
SERVICE
For all your rental
needs please call
719-589-5744 or stop
by 823 Main St.
Alamosa, CO 81101

www. alamosarentals .com

415- HOMES

FORSALE

FOR SALE BY Own-
er. HOMESTEADER’S
CABIN: 3 out build-
ings, 16.85 acres, SAN
LUIS VALLEY, COL-
ORADO. $45,000.720-
483-2725.(9/20/24)

426-MOBILEHOMES
FORSALE

FOR SALE IN AL-
AMOSA COUNTY:
1980 GLENWOOD
TRAILER HOUSE
$6.,700. Must be moved.
402-269-7172. (E-TEN-
AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

601- APARTMENTS

FORRENT

2 BEDROOM DU-
PLEX available for
rent. W 7th St, ALA-
MOSA. $1,200/month;
$1,200 security deposit.
Water, trash and sewer
are included. Tenant
is responsible for gas,
electric, internet. 719-
587-6960 or email
manuelm@slvbhg.org.
(10/9/24)

3 BEDROOM, 2
BATH duplex in
BLANCA. Call 719-
588-5900. (10/9/24)

EAST ALAMOSA: 1
BEDROOM, utilities
included, $635 monthly,
$700 deposit, income
qualification. 719-580-
3710. (9/24/24)

Accepting applications
for 1 bedroom
apartments. Must be 62
or older or disabled

Cielo Vista

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656 k=

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting
Applications for 2 & 3|
bedroom family units

Valley Grande
Apts.
2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

Ty
1-800-659-2656 K=

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting Applications for

waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-

room apartments. Family
units available

West View
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949

TTY
1-800-659-2656 L2
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent
based on income for qualifying

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.
Antonito, Colo.

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656 )

This institution is an equal ===
opportunity provider and employer

368 - PETS &

SUPPLIES

M I NI A -
TURE SCHNAUZER
PUPPIES. READY.
Vaccinations, wormed,
groomed. M/F, Liver/
tan(chocolate). Sweet/
Playful/Smart. $500-
$1000, CKC registra-
tion available. 719-256-
4598, pattispuppys@
gmail.com, Patti Shel-
labarger, http://ritoalto-
kennels.com, 719-256-
4598. (9/17/24)

GREAT PYRENEES/
BERNESE MOUN-
TAIN DOG mix, avail-
able 9/9/24. $750/obo.
Call 719-859-4245.
(9/14/24)

Accepting applications for
2 bedroom apartments.
Family living at an
affordable price.
Guadalu lfe
Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.
376-2025
TTY

& 1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal ===
opportunity provider and employer

Acceptin%a plications
for2 & 3 bedroom
“apartments. Family
living at an affordable
price. Disabled Unit
Available.

Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St.
Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656 =

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

611- HOMES

FORRENT

TWO BEDROOM,
TWO BATH in ALA-
MOSA. Available Now.
Off street parking. 588-
5303. (9/14/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
IC RENOVATED
4 BEDROOM, 2.5
BATH. Appliances
furnished. Deck, shop,
garage, large fenced
in backyard. Excellent
neighborhood; 416 2nd
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1975/month, plus
utilities. Yearly lease;
available now. Contact
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (9/24/24)

630 -ROOMS

FOR RENT

NICE FURNISHED
ROOM in ALAMO-
SA. 720-436-5550.
(9/14/24)

One Man’s Junk is
Another Man’s Treasure.

Ways To
dvertise

Valley Classifieds

589-2553

Guaranteed Ad - $24.00

Ads must be prepaid, private parties only. One item only, no real estate
(rentals, sales, apts. etc...), and no professional setvices. If item does not
sell within 14 days, you must call to renew before the expiration date at NO
CHARGE up to 20 more days. No refunds or copy changes except price
reductions. Up to 20 words, additional charge for extra words.

Multiple Location - $5.00

Any regular or guaranteed ad can be picked up into another
classified category for the entire length of the running time.
Must be same ad, no copy changes. Ads run multiple locations
in same issues.

Free Ad

As a thank you to our readers, any item placed in the Courier with an adver-
tised price of $25 or less will be published FREE for 1 week (4issues). Here’s
how it works:

1. Private parties only.

2. Ad must be 20 words or less.

3. Price must be listed.

4. No yard or garage sales run free.

5. Multiple items in 1 ad may not equal more than $25

(Limit one per customer per week)

VALLEY COURIER Please Check One
P.O. Box 1099,
Alamosa, CO 81101

AD COPY

CLIP OUT AND MAIL

PLAN1__ PLAN2_PLAN3__
SKIP A SPACE BETWEEN WORDS

NAME

ADDRESS
PHONE

CITY

STATE ZIP
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

NEA Crossword Puzzle

Answer to Previous Puzzle

ACROSS 35 Classified
1 Towboat item_s ElBB AlIR[C
4 Shock 36 Patriot T|A|U B|lo|[A
and — Nathan — UIrRTN olAlR
7 Parts of 37 Entreaty I [N[G Ul[s|E
plays 38“For | R
11 “To — is sure! Fl1|L
human ...” 39Lookat AlD|O
12 Boast 40 Student at RIA W
13 Singer — Annapolis
Collins 41 Fleecy A v
14 Swelled animal P [
head 43 Mend H T
15 Walk 45 Buzzing | A
in the insect D L
woods 48 Ladybug 5 Stir-fry 33 Scarecrow
16 Tops 52 Italian wine pan stuffing
(hyph.) city 6 Pitcher 36 Attention
17 Rookie 53 Confab 7 Quickly 37 Glass
19 Moved 5SS Lubricate 8 Powerful piece
back and 56 Opening grasp 40 Greek
forth 57 Pilaf 9 Prong island
21 Troubles ingredient qgvehicle on 42Bides
23“On a 58 Ology runners time
Clear 59 Men at 12 Refrigerate 44 Banana
Day You sea 18 Swindle plant fiber
Can — 60 Letter after 50 Eskers 45 Throw
Forever” zeta 22— with a 46 “La —
24Unmoving 61— Cruces kiss Bonita”
27 Actress 24 Do in 47 Farmland
— Gabor DOWN 25 Neap — measure
29 That 1 Adolescent 26 Police 49 Labor
guy 2 Compul- officer 50 Kudrow or
32Connect sion 28 “La — en Bonet
33°60s rock 3 Get Rose” 51 Shade
musical bigger 30— fixe providers
34 Work in 4 “Tempest”’ 31 Potatoes 54 Block-
verse sprite partner buster
2 7 8 o 10

000LA, YOU'RE AN
AMAZING HERO. WOULD
YOU CONSIDER JOINING
THE GOOD DEED
SQUAD FULL-TIME?

ARLO & JA

Wo9'soIWO206 UOHEDIPUAS [98NON SMaIpUY Aq IsIa

NO, THANKS. I ADMIRE
WHAT YOU DO, BUT I
DON'T THINK I COULD
DO THIS AS A CAREER.

NIS

WELL, IT IS HARD WORK.
AND A HERO'S LIFE IS
RULED BY A VERY
STRICT MORAL CODE.

STRETCHY
SYNTHETICS
ARE OUR TRUE
NEMESES.

NO, IT'S THE FULL-
BODY SPANDEX. IT
DOESN'T BREATHE

UOIIEDIPUAS [99WWOIN SMOIPUY AQ IS0 -OUI 'S3N Ad 1202 ©

RrrrRereReer

)
whon % =] |

BIG NATE

MR . ROSA,
I MADE A

LIST OF /ﬂk\

ART
pROJECTS W
I THINK
WE SHOULD
DO THIS
YEAR.!

Visit bignate.com

1. Glass blowing
2. Fresco Painting
3.Jce sculpture
4. Fedture films

]

TELL YOU WHAT,
HERE'S A GLUE
STICK_ AND SOME
MAGAZINES.

MAKE A
COLLAGE.

THIS IS WHERE THE
PHRASE “TORTURED
ARTIST" COMES FROM.

OOH! "EXCLUSIVE
PICS OF J-LOS
NEW BOY ToY"!

THE BORN

P WASH MY CAR EVERY ]

SATURDAY, T'VE BEEN

IT FORYEARS, AND I'M //

SICKOF \T!
gl

LOSER

DOING £ TOBUYA

AV‘Q'/C\T\PQII‘{» www.gocomics.com/the

iV 1M coinG

BROWN CAR!

P \1'S THE COLOR OF DIRT- N

T WON'T HAVE TO WASH IT!

¥\(_______/
4:?
=

WY N

BROWN?

© 2024 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS
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Bride-to-be worried about her
fiance’s coddled teen nephew

DEARABBY: My neph-
ew-to-be has just turned
14. He has older parents
(his mom was 42 when he
wasborn) and is sosocially
inept that we fear for his
future. His mom is more
than a helicopter parent
-- she still orders his food
for him at restaurants. My
son is 15 and very differ-
ent -- he’s mature, has a
job, takes honor classes
and is an outgoing joy
to be around. I know all
children are not the same,
and I try not to compare
them, because, frankly,
there is no comparison.

My fiance and I are wor-
ried about the boy’s future
ifhe’snever out from under
his mother’s wing. His
grandparents are worried
as well. Problem is, my
fiance’s sister is beyond
controlling, and everyone
is scared of her, so no
one wants to make any
suggestions because she
dismisses them straight
away.

Ithink it would be great
to send my nephew-to-be to
a summer camp for kids
like him. He needs to gain
confidence so he can do
basicthings, like order his
own food at restaurants.
I'm not a member of this
family yet, and I have
zero desire to tell some-
one else how to parent
their child. Do you have
any constructive ideas to
give to my fiance’s sister
to help? We're afraid he’ll

end up a shut-in in their
basement, as he’s unable
to do anything or think
for himself. -- FUTURE
AUNTIE IN IOWA
DEAR AUNTIE: You
are not yet a family mem-
ber, and even after you and
your fiance are married,
you won't be a blood rela-
tive. Because the motheris
dismissive, perhaps your
fiance and his parents
should discuss these con-
cerns together with her.
Her overprotectiveness
may stem from the fact
that it took her so long to
conceive a child that she’s
having trouble letting go.
It could alsobe that the boy
1s developmentally slow. If,
after your wedding, you
and your husband could
invite his nephew along
on some outings with you
and your son, he might
gain from the exposure.
DEAR ABBY: I was in
a dysfunctional marriage
for more than a decade.
Finally, my cheating ex-
wife divorced me. In
retrospect, it was, hands
down, the best thing that
ever happened to me.
Now, two decades later,
I still get angry over the
mistreatment I endured.
We have an adult child
together, so I must see
my ex from time to time
for life events for our son.
Ifeel angry and resent-
ful when I know we will
have face-to-face interac-
tion. We have clashed at

.

B

L

ABIGAIL
VAN BUREN

times during these events.
So, how do I move for-
ward? I want to no longer
carry these resentments,
as they don’t serve me.
People say, “Let it go,”
and I want to, but I don’t
know how. Can you give
me a map to Let-it-Go
Land? -- SICK OF THE
FEELING

DEAR SICK: The first
step in overcoming a prob-
lem is recognizing that
you have one. Congratu-
lations on having taken
that important first step.
Your second step would
be to find a licensed psy-
chotherapist and discuss
the anger and resentment
you feel when you have
to see your ex-wife. Your
doctor or health insurance
company can help you find
someone who is qualified.

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

WELL, | FINALLY DIO T

MICHAEL'S BACK IN (OL-
LEGE,ELIZABETH IS NOW
IN HIGH SCHOOL,AND

APRIL STARTED PRE-KK

. By Andrews McMeel Syndication

© 2024 Lynn Johnston Productions

M TELLING YoUL,MOIRA -
BACK-To- SeHoOL AND
CHRISTMAS HAVE To BE
THE MOST HECTIC,EXPEN -
SIVE, EXHAUSTING TIMES
o OF THE YEAR |

...AND ALSO “THE MOST™
_ ENJOYRBLE .

09-14 www.fborfw.com

914 . o %

©Thaves/2024 dist. by Andrews McMeel o *

N9
Y

100 PERCENT
CAFFEINE

FREE.

GARFIELD

@w GARFIELP! TIME FOR AND,
HARD TO GET GOING YOOR PEWORMING! SOMETIMES
IT'S NOT

ﬁ ; earrELD?) O oo,

‘@@ Do

g § TtM DAVSS 9-14
THE GRIZZWELLS
HES A GREAT g«*""ﬂ@ )
RALITICAL /
ACTNIST,,
HE AN
THRoW UP
A PICKET
LINE AL BY ,
WMSELE 7

V% /t/;ﬂ/
PEANUTS
T DONT SEE HOW IT LOOKS ! T5 EXCITING
YOU CAN JOG ALL VERY BORING AU CONTRAIRE KNOWING THAT ANY
THE TIME MINUTE YOU MAY
— U PAS5 OUT!
r.

WWW.SNoopy.com




