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Fall Faculty 
Lecture Series 

begins Sept. 12
ALAMOSA — The Adams 

State University Faculty 
Lecture Series “Celebrating 
100 Years of Galaxies,” by 
Matt Nehring, P.D., professor 
of physics, begins at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 12, in 
McDaniel Hall 101. The lecture 
is free and open to the public. 

2024 marks 100 years since 
galaxies were discovered. This 
lecture includes a historical 
account of steps leading to 
their discovery, important 
milestones from the past 100 
years, discussion of galactic 
evolution, and, of course, 
lots of beautiful and thought-
provoking pictures.

For more information on 
the Faculty Lecture Series, 
contact Jess Gagliardi at 
719-587-8921 or jgagliardi@
adams.edu.

Airport 
Advisory 

Board to meet 
Thursday

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
County Airport Advisory 
Board will meet on Thursday 
at 8:15 a.m. for a regular 
meeting. It is open to the 
public and will be held in the 
Airport Operations Office at 
the San Luis Valley Regional 
Airport. It can be accessed 
via the exterior stairs above 
Centric Aviation.

On the agenda is an update 
from airport manager Will 
Hickman and updates on 
general aviation, marketing, 
car rentals,  Denver Air 
Connection, and Homeland 
Security.

Tandberg 
speaking at 

Rotary on 
Sept. 16

ALAMOSA – Adams State 
University President David 
Tandberg will be the speaker 
at the Alamosa Rotary Club’s 
regular meeting at noon on 
Monday, Sept. 16.  It will be 
held at Juanito’s Mexican 
K itchen,  2069 First  St . , 
Alamosa. 

All are welcome to join 
■ See TANDBERG 
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By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Ala-

mosa resident Larry 
Chavez, 33, was in court 
on Tuesday morning, 
where a preliminary 
hearing was set for Oct. 
30. In the preliminary, 
the presiding judge will 
determine if there is 
enough evidence to or-
der Chavez to stand tri-
al for allegedly killing 

Enrique Parra.
According to docu-

ments obtained from the 
Alamosa County Com-
bined Court, Chavez has 
been charged with eigh-
teen different counts in 
the case, including one 
count of murder in the 
second degree (F2), sec-
ond degree assault with 
a deadly weapon (F4), 
kidnapping (F2), two 
counts of motor vehicle 
theft (F4), four counts 

of felony menacing (F5), 
theft $5,000 to $10,000 
(F6), third degree as-
sault (M1), criminal 
mischief (misdemeanor) 
plus six counts of habit-
ual criminal.

Due to his previous 
criminal history, if the 
court judges Chavez 
to be a habitual crimi-
nal in connection with 
any of the felonies he’s 
been charged with com-
mitting, sentencing will 

be four times the maxi-
mum range of sentenc-
ing for each felony.  

Even if Chavez is 
convicted of only some 
of the felonies and is 
deemed to be a habitual 
criminal, it’s possible he 
could be sentenced to 
life in prison. 

As was reported in the 
Valley Courier, shortly 
after 6 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 1, the Alamosa Po-

Preliminary hearing scheduled in Chavez case

Larry Chavez

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Adams 
State University an-
nounced the institution 
continued to see an up-
ward swing in under-
graduate enrollment 
this fall, building on last 
year’s success. The Uni-
versity undergraduate 
enrollment is up nearly 
5 percent from 2023. 

“This was, quite 
frankly, rather remark-
able given the challeng-
es we faced this year,” Courtesy photo

Pictured, the Adams State University Class of 2029. Fall enrollment is up for the second year in a row.

ASU undergraduate enrollment growth trend continues

By CONEJOS COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

CONEJOS COUNTY — On 
Saturday, Sept. 7, at approxi-
mately 5 p.m., the Conejos 
County Sheriff’s Office was 
notified of a lost hunter in the 
Osier Mountain area. Sheriff 
Garth Crowther responded to 
the area and met up with fam-
ily members of the lost party 
who were camped in the area 
where the individual became 
lost.

Crowther was told that Luis 
Pacheco, 64, of Alamosa, was 
hunting in the area and was 
last seen around 9 a.m. on 
Sept. 7.

His hunting party had at-
tempted to find him, but they 
were unsuccessful. Sheriff 

Crowther and deputies covered 
the area by road well into the 
night. Due to the late notifica-
tion and darkness, arrange-
ments were made to gather a 
search and rescue team and re-
sume at daybreak on the morn-
ing of Sept. 8.

Early Sunday morning, Sher-
iff Crowther, his deputies, and 
a multitude of civilian volun-
teers, along with volunteers 
from local fire departments, a 
Flight for Life helicopter, an 
airplane from Colorado State 
Fire, a tracking dog from Ala-
mosa County Sheriff’s Office, 
and search and rescue teams 
from Mineral and Saguache 
counties with drone capabili-
ties, all responded to the area.

A command post was estab-

lished, and personnel were 
organized into search lines to 
cover the area where Pacheco 
was last seen. After a full day 
of searching, the operation was 
temporarily halted, with plans 
to resume early Monday morn-
ing.

Late Sunday night, a tip was 
phoned in by an individual who 
had been hunting in the same 
area on Saturday when Pacheco 
went missing. The hunter was 
made aware of the search from 
a media post and immediately 
called in to report the sight-
ing. Monday morning, deputie 
attained a GPS location of the 
sighting from the hunter, and 
a team from Search and Rescue 
Dogs of Colorado was dropped 

Photo courtesy of Conejos County Sheriff
Luis Pacheco, 64, of Alamosa, was 
found safe after becoming lost 
while hunting on Sept. 7. 

Lost Alamosa hunter found safe

Through a joint effort of the Alamosa 
County Road and Bridge Department and 
the Colorado Pacific Railroad, four railroad 
crossings will be repaired and upgraded this 
fall and beginning the week of Sept. 9. The 
railroad crossings at South Highway 285 
and 17th Street; South Highway 285 and 21st 
Street, pictured; South Highway 285 and 
County Road 9; and West Highway 160 and 
County Road 106 will undergo much-needed 
upgrades. The crossings will be replaced 
with concrete panels that will make for a 
much smoother crossing, will require less 
maintenance, and will last longer. The Ala-
mosa County Road and Bridge Department 
will assist in traffic control, any material 
removal, and concrete installation on the 
crossing approaches. Colorado Pacific Rail-
road will install the concrete panels and any 
track repair or replacement. Each crossing 
will require a road closure for approximately 
7-8 days. The construction schedule is as fol-
lows, but subject to change – 21st Street will 
be closed the week of Sept. 16; County Road 
9 South will be closed the week of Sept. 
23 and County Road 106 will be closed the 
week of Sept. 30. For more information, call 
Alamosa County Road and Bridge Depart-
ment at 719-589 -6262.

Courier photo by John Waters

Upgrades to county railroad crossings
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School Menu
Wednesday

September 11, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Teriyaki Chicken & Rice

Stir Fry Vegetable/Egg Roll
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Turkey Sausage On A Roll

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Teriyaki Chicken & Rice
Stir Fry Vegetable/Egg Roll

Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Teriyaki Chicken & Rice

Stir Fry Vegetable/Egg Roll
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Brenda Lynette Sanchez, 
38, affectionately known as 
Didi, passed away on Sept. 
6, 2024, in Blanca, Colo. 
Born on June 11, 1986, in 
Steamboat, Colo., to Juan 
and Alicia “Lisa” Sanchez, 
Didi’s vibrant spirit and 
infectious energy were evi-
dent from the start.

Didi’s formative years 
were spent in the Colorado 
mountains, where she cul-
tivated a love for life’s sim-
ple pleasures. She graduat-
ed from high school with a 
determined spirit and went 
on to further her education, 
earning a Cosmetology De-
gree that would pave the 
way for her entrepreneurial 
journey. Didi’s passion for 
beauty and self-expression 
led her to own a successful 
trucking business, where 
she applied her trademark 
dedication and warmth.

A loving mother, Didi’s 
world revolved around her 
children, Elyciana Sanchez 
and Damiyan Ray Suazo. 
Her love knew no bounds, 
and her guidance was both 
gentle and unwavering.

She is survived by her fa-
ther Juan Sanchez of San 

Eric J. Valdez, born Nov. 
24, 1970, was called home 
on July 19, 2024. Eric, the 
son of Maria (Ida) and 
the late Elmer J. Valdez, 
passed away peacefully at 
home.

He is the brother of Earl 
J., Lori L. and the late 
Tina Maria Valdez. Eric 
was the proud father of 
Joshua (Najondine), Naz-
aray, Angelica, Brooklyn 
and grandfather to Josh 
and Avdiana.

He was co-owner of Rio 
Culebra Ranch, a Cen-

Beloved Alamosa resident Frank Muniz passed away Sept. 9, 2024. Arrangements 
are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa.

Brenda Lynette Sanchez

Luis, Colo.; her siblings 
Brittney Sanchez of Blanca, 
Colo., Juan Sanchez, Jr. of 
San Luis, Colo., and An-
gelique Sanchez of Costilla, 
N.M.; her grandma Alicia 
Sanchez of Blanca, Colo.; 
her grandpa Jose A. San-
chez of Blanca, Colo.; her 
aunts and uncles Rosaline 
Esquibel of Blanca, Colo.; 
Joey (Renee) Sanchez of Col-
orado Springs, Colo.; Louise 
(Felix) Medina of Chama, 
Colo.; Bobby Sanchez of 
Chama, Colo.; Amelia (Le-
roy) Sanchez of Chama, 
Colo.; Anthony (Bernadine) 
Sanchez of San Luis, Colo.; 
as well as numerous great 
aunts and uncles, cousins, 
and friends.

Didi was preceded in 
death by her mother Alicia 
“Lisa” Sanchez, and her 
grandparents Orlando and 
Viola Sanchez.

Didi’s zest for life was 
unmatched. She was a 
strict yet loving figure who 
relished in the joys of mu-
sic, dancing, and travel-
ing. Most of all she loved 
to shop, spoiling all of her 
loved ones with gifts.

Described by those who 
knew her as loving, kind, 
and adventurous, Didi’s 
legacy is one of boundless 
love and the courage to 
embrace life’s journey with 
open arms. Her memory 
will be cherished and kept 
alive by the many hearts 
she touched.

Cremation has been 
chosen and a Celebration 
of Life service will be held 
Monday, Sept. 16, 2024, 
at 2 p.m. at Rogers Family 
Mortuary in Alamosa.

Rogers Family Mortuary 
is in care of arrangements. 
To leave online condolenc-
es, tributes and words of 
comfort for Didi’s family 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com.

Eric Jay Valdez

Michael Phillip Lopez
Ft. Garland resident Michael Phillip Lopez, 61, departed this life on Sept. 9, 

2024. His arrangements are currently pending and will be announced through 
Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa. 

Yumiko Benson
Canon City resident Yumiko Benson passed away on Sept. 8, 2024. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa.

Frank Muniz

Area celebrates harvest at SLV Potato Festival
By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — On 

Saturday morning, Chap-
man Park was already 
filling up with people, for 
the annual San Luis Val-
ley Potato Festival, that 
marks the harvest of the 
Valley’s signature crop – 
potatoes. 

By 7:30 a.m., just be-
fore the Tater Trot 5K 
was about to start on 
Sept. 7, hundreds of peo-
ple, including farmers, 
vendors, and businesses 
with booths were gearing 
up for the celebration. 

The event was as ex-
citing as it has been in 
past years with the fun-
filled Tater Trot race 
and the first of two of 
the ever-popular agricul-
tural tours bound for the 
CSU Research Center, 
and then on to two Valley 
farms. The ag tours al-
low people to gain insight 
and receive information 
about what goes into the 
planting, growing, and 
harvesting of the Valley’s 
potato crop. 

Many festivities were 
held at the Potato Festi-
val this year, including 
corn hole, and many ven-
dors were set up selling 
their wares – paintings, 
jewelry, tumblers and T-
shirts, baked goods and 
more. There were also 
multiple food and drink 
trucks at the park and 
many businesses had 
booths and were giving 
out information.

Larry Brown of the 

CSU Extension Office in 
Monte Vista handed out 
information about the of-
fice. 

The San Luis Valley 
Antique Car Club brought 
their colorful kids train 
ride to the festival. The 
children were laughing 
and smiling on the popu-
lar train ride. There were 
large bouncy houses at 
the park for kids, includ-
ing a giant green bounce 
house. There was a giant 
monster truck bouncy 
house, and children could 
be seen going up and 
down the truck, bouncing 
and laughing as they slid 
down the main part of the 
truck. There was a zipline 
at the festival this year 
that both children and 
adults slid down. 

The Colorado Potato 
Administrative Commit-

tee (CPAC) organizes the 
event. There was a free 
baked potato lunch with 
the Monte Vista High 
School boys varsity bas-
ketball team collecting do-
nations for the lunch. The 

team members served the 
loaded potatoes. 

The San Luis Valley 
Community Band played 
many lively tunes for the 
crowd. The Professional 
Chef Cooking Competi-
tion was held. The Swoop 
of the Cranes live auction 
also took place. 

The Potato Festival 
brought hundreds of peo-
ple to Chapman Park this 
year, and was a huge suc-

cess, according to Jessica 
Bradshaw of the Colorado 
Potato Administrative 
Committee.

“It was great. We had a 
lot of people here. We had 
a great turn out. It was a 
great festival. We want 
to thank our sponsors; 
without them we couldn’t 
do this, and we want to 
thank the community for 
coming out,” she said.

Creede resident Katey 

Kuhnel said that her fam-
ily came for the day and 
enjoyed the Potato Festi-
val.

“This is our first year 
living here. It’s so cool 
that all the things are 
free for the kids. We are 
really enjoying this, and 
we will definitely come 
next year,” Kuhnel said. 

For more information 
on CPAC, visit their web-
site at coloradopotato.org.

Photos by Marie Mccolm
Chapman Park in Monte Vista was filled with people for the annual San Luis Valley Potato Festival on Saturday, Sept. 7. The festival is organized 
by the Colorado Potato Administrative Committee.

There were plenty of kids rides at the San Luis Valley Po-
tato Festival on Saturday, Sept. 7, at Chapman Park in 
Monte Vista.

Bouncy houses are lined up for the San Luis Valley Po-
tato Festival on Saturday, Sept. 7, at Chapman Park in 
Monte Vista.

CONTRIBUTED
GREAT SAND 

DUNES NATIONAL 
PARK and PRESERVE 
— On Saturday, Sept. 14, 
kick off Hispanic Heri-
tage Month by learning 
about and celebrating 
the San Luis Valley’s 
Hispanic heritage. All 
events are free, but reg-
ular park entrance fees 
are in effect.

At the park visitor cen-
ter:

• 4 p.m. - Trujillo 
Homesteads Lecture

Learn about the Tru-
jillo family homestead 
and the volatile history 
of early ranching in the 
San Luis Valley. Pre-
sented by Trujillo family 
descendants.

• 5 p.m. - Los Vecinos 
Bailadores

This dance group from 
the San Luis Valley per-
forms traditional Span-
ish dances and then asks 
the audience to join them 
for a closing dance.

• 6 p.m. - Las Semi-

llas de La Tierra
This local folklorico 

dance group performs 
a variety of traditional 
dances in full costumes 
from various regions of 
Mexico.

• 7 p.m. - Borderline
Borderline is a fam-

ily band with father-son 
members Travis, Bran-
don, and Ryan Gonzales. 
Travis taught his sons 
to play bass and drums 
when they were 13 and 
11 years old, and they 
have since played at local 
venues and for local festi-
vals around the southern 
portion of the San Luis 
Valley. Borderline plays 
Spanish music from 
southern Colorado and 
northern New Mexico, 
as well as country, rock, 
and oldies.

At the campground 
amphitheater:

• 8:30 p.m. - Evening 
Ranger Program

After dark, stay for a 
ranger-led presentation 
on unique aspects of the 

night sky and nocturnal 
animals. 30-minute pre-
sentation with images 
and video clips on the 
large screen, followed by 
a constellation tour us-
ing a laser pointer.

Photo NPS
Join Shirley Atencio to learn about the history of the Trujillo Homestead. She will 
make a presentation on the homestead on Sept. 14, at Great Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve at 4 p.m. 

Hispanic Heritage 
Month celebration at 
Great Sand Dunes 

tennial Ranch, and J & J 
Storage.  If anyone wishes 
to donate in memory of 
Eric, please donate to the 
Stations of the Cross on 
behalf of the Sangre De 
Cristo Parish, San Luis, 
Colo. A private intimate 
family service will be held 
at a later date.

Rest in Peace Eric, we 
love and miss you.

To Leave online con-
dolences, please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.
com. The care of arrange-
ments has been entrusted 

to Romero Valley Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.



Wednesday, September 11, 2024 Valley Courier Page 3

Valley News

Chavez
■ Continued from Page 1

ASU
■ Continued from Page 1

Hunter
■ Continued from Page 1

this informal discussion, 
and a question-and-answer 
period. Tandberg earned a 
bachelor’s in history/social 
studies education from 
Admas State in 2002. While 

a student, he was elected 
president of Adams State’s 
student government and 
competed as a member 
of the cross-country and 
track  teams .  Tandb erg 
earned a master’s in political 
science and a Ph.D. in higher 
education from Penn State 
University. In the spring of 

2023, Tandberg was selected 
as the twelfth Adams State 
president af ter guiding 
the university through 10 
months as interim president.

The mission of Rotary 
International is to provide 
service to others, promote 
inte gr i t y  an d  a d v an ce 
w o r l d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 

g o o d w i l l  a n d  p e a c e 
through our fellowship of 
business, professional and 
community leaders. For 
more information about 
Rotary International, see 
www.rotary.org/en.

For more information 
about the Alamosa Rotary 
Club, call 719-588-2557.

Tandberg
■ Continued from Page 1

lice Department (APD) 
was dispatched to the 
1700 block of State Av-
enue on the report of a 
shooting. Upon arriv-
ing at the scene, officers 
found a male victim, lat-

er identified as Enrique 
Parra, who had been 
shot. Life saving mea-
sures were immediately 
instigated and Parra was 
transferred to San Luis 
Valley Regional Medi-
cal Center where he was 
pronounced deceased.  

Chavez, identified as a 
suspect in the shooting, 

fled the scene, initiating 
a manhunt with numer-
ous law enforcement 
agencies in the San Luis 
Valley assisting along 
with a drone from Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife.

On the morning of 
Aug. 2, APD requested 
assistance from the US 
Marshals in locating 

Chavez. Within hours, 
the US Marshals, with 
assistance from local 
law enforcement, took 
Chavez into custody in 
Santa Fe, N.M.

Since his arrest, 
Chavez has been held in 
the Alamosa County De-
tention Center on a $10 
million bond.

President David Tand-
berg, Ph.D., said. “But 
we did it and we should 
all be proud. This is 
very much a cause for 
celebration.”

Much of the increase 
came from part-time 
and non-degree stu-
dents. The post-grad-
uate enrollment in 

teacher education, 
MBA, and music edu-
cation increased as 
well. Overall, graduate 
enrollment was down 
slightly, however stu-
dents did enroll in more 
classes than last year.

Adams State is pro-
jecting an increase in 
both undergraduate 
and graduate students 
for the upcoming spring 
semester as well. Ap-
plications are currently 

being accepted and reg-
istration for the spring 
semester begins October 
30, 2024. Visit adams.
edu for information or 
to apply.

Adams State is the 
most affordable residen-
tial university in Colo-
rado when factoring in 
the total cost of atten-
dance, which includes 
tuition and fees and 
room and board.

Newly appointed As-

sistant Vice President 
of Enrollment Manage-
ment Mark Buck said, 
“Understanding the en-
tire financial process 
and how to approach 
funding one’s education 
can be confusing for stu-
dents and parents. Sim-
plifying and assisting 
students in navigating 
through the financial 
aid process will contin-
ue to be a priority for us 
here at Adams State.”

into the area.
At approximately 

11:30 Monday morn-
ing, while all the teams 
were out looking, the 
command post received 
a call from personnel at 
the Osier Station. The 
caller stated that an in-
dividual matching Pa-
checo had walked up and 
told them he had been 
lost. Rescue personnel 
responded immediately 

and confirmed that it 
was Pacheco. An ambu-
lance crew responded to 
the scene and gave aid 
to Pacheco who was cold, 
hungry and tired, but 
otherwise in relatively 
good shape. He was then 
reunited with his family 
and friends.

The Conejos County 
Sheriff’s Office would 
like to thank all those 
who helped in the 
search. The response for 
help was overwhelming 
and reflects the great 
community we live in.

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — The McFar-
land High School cross country 
team became a legend in 1987 
after winning the California 
State Meet. Coached by Jim 
White, the team championship 
was chronicled in the 2015 Dis-
ney movie “McFarland USA.”

Adams State University is 
hosting a lecture by Thomas 
Valles, the top runner of the 
1987 McFarland team, at 5:30 
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 16, in 
Richardson Hall Auditorium. 
The event is free and open to 
the public.

According to mcfarlandusa.
biz, Valles shares the message 
of perseverance, dedication 
and success to thousands of 
students, business owners and 
crowds across the nation. He in-
spires and connects with many 
sharing the message, “champi-
ons can come from anywhere;” 
and the vision that anything is 

possible as it is “all in the at-
titude.”

Adams State will host a free 
screening of the movie, “Mc-
Farland USA,” at dusk on Sun-
day, Sept. 15, on the lawn out-
side the Adams State Theatre 
Building. According to Disney.
movies.com, the movie, “Mc-
Farland USA,” was inspired 
by a true story about novice 
runners from McFarland, an 
economically challenged town 
in California’s farm-rich Cen-
tral Valley, as the team give 
their all to build a cross coun-
try team under the direction of 
Coach Jim White, a newcomer 
to their predominantly Latino 
high school.

Valles received a college de-
gree and served in the US Coast 
Guard and started a career 
with the California Department 
of Corrections before returning 
to McFarland to raise a family 
and help coach the McFarland 
girls cross country team. 

Director’s cut — ‘The Milagro Beanfield War’
By MILLIE DURAN
SAN LUIS VAL-

LEY— “The Milagro 
Beanfield War,” the 
novel, was written by 
John Nichols and pub-
lished in 1974. As the 
story goes, most of the 
west side of Milagro 
was deserted except for 
the land of Amarante 
Cordova and the land 
Jose Mondragon inher-
ited from his father. 
A wealthy developer, 
Ladd Devine now owned 
the other farmers’ land.

The beanfields were 
barren because over 
35 years ago there 
were complicated legal 
and political maneu-
verings known as the 
1935 Interstate Water 
Compact, and much of 
Milagro’s Indian Creek 
water had been reallo-
cated to big-time farm-
ers in the southeast 
portion of the state or 
in Texas.

This caused a deep, 
long-smoldering, and 
relatively universal re-
sentment by the folks 
in Milagro.

Still, nobody had ever 
figured out how to bring 
water back to that de-
serted westside land. 
But Ladd Devine and 
his assortment of vul-
tures planned to make 
the westside green 
again. The project 

they were pushing was 
called the Indian Creek 
Dam.

Tired like most of his 
neighbors, Jose sudden-
ly decided to irrigate 
his dad’s little bean-
field on the west side 
and grow himself some 
beans. This was certain 
to cause a war. 

Director Millie Du-
ran, with Casa Mila-
gro Youth Solutions 
(CMYS), and John Nich-
ols began talking over 
three years ago. CMYS 
was focused on Theater 
of the Oppressed. Nich-
ols clearly understood 
the correlation between 
his fictional novel and 
the oppressive promi-
nence of land grants 
and water rights that 
the San Luis Valley had 
been fighting for over 
300 years and that con-
tinues today.

Duran asked Nich-
ols if he was willing to 
allow permission for 
Casa Milagro Youth 
Solutions to write a 
play from his novel, 
“The Milagro Bean-
field War.” After about 
a month of talking at 
great lengths and send-
ing him our brochure 
and information about 
CMYS’s work, Nichols 
agreed.

Unfortunately, Nich-
ols passed away on Nov. 

27, 2023, and did not 
get to read the script in 
progress or see a perfor-
mance.

However, we pay trib-

ute to and honor John 
Nichols for his dedi-
cated work in social 
justice. “The Milagro 
Beanfield War” is loved 

by many worldwide and 
holds deep, engrained 
connections to the gen-
erations who endured 
these struggles. Many 
of our youth actors are 
heirs to the land grants 
in the Valley, and they 
are here to share this 
story with Nichols’s hu-
mor in every direction. 
Gracias, John Nichols.

For our youth, this 
was a challenge they 
never imagined they 
would take on. Each ac-
tor, despite having no 
prior experience, plays 
several characters be-
tween four and eleven 
and has worked tire-
lessly for hundreds of 
hours, demonstrating 
unwavering commit-
ment and integrity to 
this valuable produc-
tion. Their dedication is 
truly inspiring.

The parents, too, have 
been invaluable, ad-
justing their schedules 
to accommodate the 

constant changes. We 
acknowledge them with 
tremendous gratitude.

Our communities 
have been instrumen-
tal in this undertaking, 
assisting us in numer-
ous tasks. Whenever we 
needed help, they were 
always there, ready 
and willing to pitch in. 
Their support has been 
invaluable, and we are 
proud to be part of such 
a supportive communi-
ty. We are indebted to 
every one of them. 

The play has been 
performed in the Valley 
in San Luis, Alamosa, 
and Saguache and will 
have a final show in 
Conejos on Thursday. 

“The Milagro Bean-
field War” will be per-
formed at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish Hall 
in Conejos on Thurs-
day, Sept. 12. Doors 
open at 5:15 p.m., and 
admission is free.

Adams State hosts 
Thomas Valles on Sept. 16

Courtesy photo
Thomas Valles, top runner for the 
1987 McFarland High School cross 
country team, will present a free 
lecture on the Adams State campus 
on Sept. 16.
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■ Letters policy
Letters are welcome and encouraged. 

All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. We reserve the right 
to edit for clarity, civility and accuracy. Please 
limit letters to 500 words or less.

The Courier’s editorial board reserves the 
right to reject a letter for reasons  it  believes 
are appropriate. Letters may be subject to 
editing to fit available space, or exclusion 
from the Opinion Page. Please, no poetry. 
Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 1099, 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to news@
alamosanews. com. Letters to staff, not for 
publication, should be marked “personal.”
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Gender and 
intensity gaps

By STEVEN ROBERTS
Kamala Harris’ chances of winning the 

election continue to increase because she 
is improving her performance on two crit-
ical and related metrics -- the gender gap 
and the intensity gap.

A key issue driving these trends is 
abortion, which is having two effects at 
the same time: It is energizing the Demo-
cratic base, especially younger women, 
and it is discouraging some of Donald 
Trump’s most ardent anti-abortion rights 
supporters, who fear he’s wobbling in or-
der to woo moderate voters. 

This collision has been building since 
the Dobbs case in June 2022, when the 
Supreme Court -- with the support of 
three Trump-appointed justices -- over-
turned the constitutional right to obtain 
an abortion. Ever since Republicans 
flopped in the midterm elections five 
months later, reports The New York 
Times, “Mr. Trump has been privately 
emphatic with advisers that in his view 
the abortion issue alone could kill their 
chances of victory in November.” Antho-
ny Scaramucci, briefly Trump’s commu-
nications director, told The Hill that on 
the abortion issue, “He’s in trouble. He 
knows it.” 

In both of Trump’s national races, he 
received between 46% and 47%, and to-
day, in an average of national polls com-
piled by the website Real Clear Politics, 
he attracts 46.3% of the vote. That means 
he has a high floor of devoted followers, 
but a low ceiling of possible support, and 
almost no room to expand his base. 

Sure, there are a few genuinely uncom-
mitted voters out there, but the real bat-
tle is about mobilization, not conversion. 
If your base is enthusiastic, then they 
are more likely to give money, volunteer 
time, talk to their friends and, most im-
portantly, actually vote. 

In 2020, about two-thirds of all eligible 
voters cast ballots, the highest turnout 
since 1900. But that means 1 of 3 did 
NOT vote. Who stays home -- or votes for 
a third-party candidate -- is just as im-
portant as who goes to the polls. And for 
a generation, Democrats have depended 
heavily on their ability to maximize the 
female vote. 

In 1996, for example, Republican Bob 
Dole narrowly won the male vote, but Bill 
Clinton clobbered him by 16 points with 
women. In 2016, Hillary Clinton won the 
women’s vote with 54% but lost to Trump; 
Joe Biden increased his share to 57% of 
women four years later and squeaked to 
victory. 

In the latest ABC/Ipsos poll, Harris 
leads Trump by 4 points nationally, 
and since the Democratic convention, 
her advantage with women voters has 
grown from 6 to 13 points. When Biden 
was the party’s nominee, Trump en-
joyed a large advantage on intensity, 
but that has now been reversed. Nine 
of 10 Democrats view Harris favorably, 
but only 7 in 10 Republicans like Trump.  
Abortion is critical to that shift. The Roe 
decision in 1973 that legalized abortion 
energized opponents of the ruling, but 
the Dobbs decision profoundly altered 
that dynamic. About 3 in 5 voters consis-
tently tell pollsters they oppose Dobbs. 
However, Biden, an 81-year-old Roman 
Catholic man, was never comfortable 
promoting abortion rights and could not 
maximize its potential as a wedge issue. 
Enter Harris, a 59-year-old woman who 
so revels in the issue that she’s plan-
ning a 50-stop bus tour focused on re-
productive rights. Moreover, she has 
shrewdly expanded the abortion ques-
tion in two ways: She has included a 
defense of IVF and other fertility treat-
ments that are even more widely popu-
lar than abortion rights -- but opposed 
by the staunchest anti-abortion rights 
factions. And she has cast abortion as a 
symbolic example of a larger battle for 
women’s rights and personal freedom. 
The Times reports, “For women young-
er than 45, abortion has overtaken the 
economy as the single most important 
issue to their vote.” By 20 points, voters 
prefer Harris over Trump to handle the 
abortion issue -- double the advantage 
Biden enjoyed.

This trend has driven Trump into con-
niptions and contortions. Recently, he im-
plied that he would support a Florida ref-
erendum overturning a ban on abortions 
after six weeks of pregnancy. When his 
anti-abortion rights supporters howled 
in protest, he reversed course again, but 
he continues to strain relations with re-
ligious conservatives by embracing IVF 
treatments and opposing a national ban 
on abortion. 

It’s hard to imagine any True Trumpers 
voting for Harris -- but that’s not the 
point. Trump has little ability to expand 
his base and has never tried to. His whole 
strategy depends on maximizing their 
fervor -- and their turnout. So, if Harris 
can continue to expand the gender gap 
and the intensity gap, the odds swing 
clearly in her favor.

Steven Roberts teaches politics and 
journalism at George Washington Uni-
versity. He can be contacted by email at 
stevecokie@gmail.com.

Photo courtesy of Diane K. Boyd
Boyd with a tranquilized wolf in northwestern Montana in the early 1990s. 

40 years of living with wolves
Biologist Diane K. Boyd has had a front-

row seat to 40 years of wolf recovery in the 
West, but her new memoir reveals that 
entanglements with humans in Montana 
were often tougher than dealing with the 
four-legged predators.

There’s a proud literary canon of women 
telling their stories of studying wildlife in 
remote places — Mardy Murie in Alaska, 
Jane Goodall in Tanzania, Dian Fossey in 
Rwanda. Now, Boyd’s memoir, A Woman 
Among Wolves — My Journey Through 
Forty Years of Wolf Recovery, runs in that 
pack on the strength of her personality 
and the drama she documents in both the 
natural and human worlds.

Boyd was raised in Minneapolis, where 
her suburban upbringing included regular 
escapes to local swamps and a zoo. At the 
zoo, alarmingly, one of the caged wolves 
bit her dog. Nonetheless, Boyd emerged 
enamored with both wolves and the wild-
ness they represent.

After becoming a biologist, Boyd found a 
mentor in the famed wolf researcher Da-
vid Mech, working with him in the upper 
Midwest. A woman of statuesque frame 
and Nordic features, Boyd stood out in a 
field dominated by burly alpha males, all 
studying wolves that were then an endan-
gered species.

Her career gained momentum 
when she moved to Montana in 
the 1980s, just as wolves were 
trickling into Glacier Nation-
al Park from Canada. These 
wolves would reset the ecology 
of the American West and, along 
with it, set a course for her life.

The main setting of Boyd’s 
book is Montana’s North Fork 
of the Flathead River, which re-
mains a remote valley flanked 
by fir forest and glacier-sculpted 
mountains. This is one of the 
only places south of Canada that still has 
all the native predators it had before set-
tlers arrived—grizzlies, mountain lions, 
wolverines, lynx and more. It’s so spec-
tacularly scenic that Hollywood Westerns 
have been filmed there, yet so remote it 
still lacks electric power, pavement and 
phone lines.

In the 1980s and ‘90s, the North Fork 
of the Flathead was also a unique natural 
laboratory. A decade before the Clinton 
administration and Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt began relocating wolves 
into Yellowstone National Park, in 1995, 
the animals recolonized the North Fork 

on their own. Boyd and her cohorts were 
there to document their dispersal, com-
piling data while force-feeding wood 
stoves to heat drafty cabins in subzero 

winters.
Boyd’s memoir vividly paints 

that place and time, spiced by 
tales of derring-do — trapping 
wolves for radio-collar research, 
surviving close calls with griz-
zly bears, crossing icy rivers 
and flying small planes low over 
dangerous terrain. It also paints 
colorful portraits of fellow sci-
entists along with neighboring 
hermits and poachers, outfitters 
and loggers.

In those early days, scientists 
weren’t sure that wolves would regain a 
toehold in the American West. By the end 
of Boyd’s career in 2019, the population of 
wolves had grown from a rumored few to 
thousands of animals.

The wolves proved resilient, reproduc-
ing faster than the rigors of the wild and 
the hand of man could limit them. From 
a conservationist’s perspective, recovery of 
the animals has been a remarkable suc-
cess of the Endangered Species Act.

Yet Boyd also illustrates the dark side 
of that story. Some of it is persoanal — a 
man who grabbed her leg and tried to as-
sault her in the backwoods of Minnesota; 
two pursuing men she scared off with a 

hunting rifle at a remote cabin.
Nearly as unsettling is her more recent 

tale of representing the Department of 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks at contentious pub-
lic meetings in rural Montana. Elk and 
deer numbers go up and down like the 
stock market, but when numbers of game 
animals seem low, wolves are the favorite 
scapegoat.

At times, Boyd and her colleagues had 
to stand before a crowd of armed and an-
gry men, fueled both by alcohol and po-
litically driven disinformation. Such can 
be the reality of being a public servant in 
today’s West.

“Wolf management is people manage-
ment. Period,” Boyd concludes. “My hope 
is for a more tolerant world, with wolves 
living out their lives as a valued wildlife 
species. We can live without wolves, but 
the world is a much richer place with 
wolves in it.”

Reading Boyd’s memoir, it seems we’ve 
come a long way, though wolves still have 
a lot of enemies who wish they’d disap-
pear. 

Ben Long is a contributor to Writers on 
the Range, writersontherange.org, an inde-
pendent nonprofit that aims to spur lively 
conversation about the West. He is the au-
thor of “Hunter and Angler: Field Guide to 
Raising Hell” and can be found at www.
conservationforthewin.org.

Ben Long

Writers On 
The Range
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EPA lets Colorado off the hook again in air 
pollution open records, environmentalists say
By MICHAEL BOOTH

Colorado Sun
The Environmental Pro-

tection Agency is letting 
Colorado air pollution offi-
cials off the hook for mak-
ing records available to 
members of the public who 
might want to help police 
corporate rule breaking, 
two state environmental 
groups say. 

The federal agency had 
previously held up ap-
proval of a key “state 
implementation plan” de-
tailing how Colorado will 
stop northern Front Range 
violations of EPA ozone 
caps. The EPA in delaying 
approval had agreed with 
environmental groups 
that Colorado should more 
frequently demand records 
from polluters and make 
them easily accessible. 

But Colorado pushed 
back hard, arguing that 
its proposed system pro-
vided “effective and rea-
sonable” access to anyone 
who wanted it, and that 
the EPA’s initial demands 
went above and beyond 
what the agency was re-
quiring of other states. 
Attorney General Phil 
Weiser’s office sued the 
EPA in the 10th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, as 
required by the Clean Air 
Act, to stop the demands 
for expanded open records. 

Now it’s likely the en-
vironmental groups will 
have to file their own law-
suit with the 10th Circuit, 
demanding the EPA’s 
tougher open-access rule 
be put back in place. 

Coloradans wanting to 
check up on actual air pol-
lution emissions from oil 
and gas or other sites will 
be “getting just the tip of 
the iceberg,” said Ryan 
Maher of the Center for 
Biological Diversity, which 
along with Public Employ-
ees for Environmental 
Responsibility has been 
challenging Colorado’s 
open records rules. “And 
the EPA and Colorado are 
saying, well, that’s all the 
public needs.”

Adding insult to Colora-
dans, Maher said, is that 
the EPA reversed its po-
sition on the open records 
rules without consulting 
any public groups or indi-
viduals.

The gap of information 
available to the public 
comes frequently in flar-
ing operations at oil and 
gas production sites, with 
rules requiring that the 
producer have burning de-
vices that remove 95% of 
methane and volatile or-
ganic compound emissions 
created as an extraction 
byproduct, Maher said.

The oil and gas company 
may only need to report 
once a year that it has the 
minimum required equip-
ment in place, Maher said. 
But those reports don’t say 
how often the flaring equip-
ment is offline due to mal-
function or maintenance, 
or whether it’s truly burn-
ing up 95% of pollution. 
Unless state inspectors 
demand those records and 
put it online in a way the 
public can access, enforce-
ment lags, Maher said. 

“There’s 14,000 permit-
ted entities out there, and 
the state is not requesting 
records on a regular basis,” 
Maher said. 

“We know that we’re not 
going to get access to a lot 
of this unless it’s required 
by the EPA,” he said. 
“That’s why this situation 
is especially dishearten-
ing, where the EPA ini-
tially came out with such 
strong language in favor 
of public enforcement, and 
then just kind of accepted 
what I view as pretense … 
superficial explanations.”

The Denver regional of-
fice of the EPA said Mon-
day it was still evaluating 
comments on its proposal 
to accept new State Imple-
mentation Plan details 
from Colorado, and would 
respond to groups like Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity 
before taking final action. 
The EPA said that after it 
had initially rejected parts 
of Colorado’s state imple-

mentation plan for lack of 
records access, the state 
“submitted a letter com-
mitting to undertake ad-
ditional steps to improve 
public access to regulatory 
compliance information 
and clarify existing SIP re-
porting requirements.”

Colorado air pollution 
control officials said they 
would not have any com-
ment about the open re-
cords dispute.

Courtesy photo from CPW
The 2024 hunting seasons have started in Colorado.

Hunting seasons start in Colorado
How hunters 
and outdoor 

recreationists 
can prepare
CONTRIBUTED

COLORADO – The 
2024 hunting seasons have 
begun, and hunters are 
gearing up for exciting ad-
ventures. However, hunt-
ers aren’t the only ones 
rushing to the outdoors 
this fall to enjoy everything 
Colorado has to offer. 

Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife (CPW) wants to re-
mind hunters, hikers, bik-
ers, leaf peepers, wildlife 
viewers, and OHV users 
that most of Colorado’s out-
doors is multi-use and in-
tended to be shared. Hunt-
ers and nonhunters should 
show respect and courtesy 
to all users engaged in out-
door recreation.

• Plan your hunt
Read the “What’s New” 

page in the Big Game 
Hunting Brochure or watch 
the ‘What’s New’ 2024 Col-
orado Big Game video to 
get a complete list of game 
management unit-specific 
changes for 2024.

Find locations to hunt us-
ing the Colorado Hunting 
Atlas. This resource allows 
you to find public land, save 
topographic maps, view big 
game migration corridors 
and concentration areas, 
and view OHV trails. 

Additional licenses are 
still available. Licenses 
Leftover from the draw 
are available for deer, elk, 
pronghorn, and bear, and 
you can purchase over-the-
counter licenses for bear, 
elk, pronghorn, and white-
tail deer. Licenses returned 
by other hunters (reissue 
licenses) are available ev-

ery Wednesday morning. 
Check the CPW website 
every Tuesday for a pre-
view list of reissue licenses 
before they go on sale at cp-
wshop.com. 

If you have questions 
about setting up your ac-
counts, planning your 
hunts, or purchasing licens-
es, customer service repre-
sentatives and hunt plan-
ners are available Monday 
- Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
MT at 303-297-1192. Hunt-
ing resources are available 
at cpw.state.co.us/hunting.

CPW also encourages 
hunters and outdoor recre-
ationists to download the 
free Colorado Trail Explor-
er (COTREX) mobile app to 
check active fire alerts be-
fore heading out on trails. 

• Hunters’ role in wildlife 
conservation

Colorado manages its 
wildlife using the North 
American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation, the corner-
stone of modern wildlife 
conservation across the 
United States. This revo-
lutionary model uses hunt-
ing and fishing fees to fund 
conservation efforts and 
protects wildlife from ex-
ploitation, habitat destruc-
tion, or extinction.

For almost two centu-
ries, this model has been 
a large part of the reason 
why Colorado’s wildlife is 
so healthy and abundant. 
This model is still the most 
successful wildlife manage-
ment model in the world. 

Hunters also play an 
essential role in CPW’s 
chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) management. Their 
participation in mandatory 
CWD testing initiatives 
is vital to wildlife manag-
ers’ ability to assess the 
disease’s prevalence and 
make data-driven manage-

ment decisions.
“One of the only CWD 

management tools we cur-
rently have at our disposal 
is the hunting commu-
nity itself,” said CPW Big 
Game Manager Andy Hol-
land. “Hunters play a vital 
role in controlling CWD by 
harvesting select deer and 
other cervids more likely 
to carry the disease and 
submitting samples for 
analysis. This helps CPW 
understand the disease’s 
prevalence and distribu-
tion in the state and evalu-
ate if management strate-
gies are working.”

• Gray wolves and coy-
otes: how to spot the differ-
ences

Coyotes and gray wolves 
can look similar from a dis-
tance. CPW created a Coy-
ote or Gray Wolf - How to 
Spot the Differences Hand-
out to help you spot the dif-
ferences. 

The federal Endangered 
Species Act and state law 
protect gray wolves in Colo-
rado. Penalties for illegally 
killing a gray wolf can vary 
and can include fines up 
to $100,000, jail time, and 
loss of hunting privileges. 
Find more wolf education-
al resources at cpw.state.
co.us/living-wolves.

How can nonhunters pre-
pare for hunting season?

The majority of public 
lands in Colorado are open 
to multiple types of rec-
reational use. There is no 
need to limit your outdoor 
activities in the fall; how-
ever, nonhunters should 
recognize that hunters are 
on the landscape and take 
additional precautions. 

A general knowledge of 
hunting season dates and 
safety tips can help keep 
you safe.

Big game season dates

• Rifle bear season - 
Sept. 2-30

• Archery season - Sept. 
2-30

• Muzzleloader season - 
Sept. 14-22

Rifle seasons 
• 1st season - Oct. 12-16
• 2nd season - Oct. 26 to 

Nov. 3
• 3rd season - Nov. 9-15
• 4th season - Nov. 20-24
For safety reasons, big 

game hunters using a fire-
arm must wear fluorescent 
orange or pink when in the 
field (camouflage orange or 
pink is not allowed). While 
not required, it is recom-
mended that other recre-
ation users wear bright 
colors as well, especially 

during the muzzleloader 
and rifle seasons.

It is illegal to intention-
ally interfere with hunters, 
including causing animals 
to flee, denying access to 

public areas, or injecting 
yourself into the line of fire. 

Learn more about out-
door recreation opportu-
nities in Colorado at cpw.
state.co.us.



Sports 
Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY

Prep boys soccer
Alamosa at Taos (N.M.) 

– late
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at Rocky Ford 
– late

Prep girls volleyball
Sangre de Cristo at 

Antonito – late

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY

College women’s 
volleyball

Texas A&M-Kingsville at 
Adams State, 6 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep football

Alamosa at  Pueblo 
Central (at Dutch Clark 
Stadium), 7 p.m.

Prep boys golf
Alamosa at Rocky Ford 

Invitational, 9 a.m.
Prep girls softball

Southeast Colorado at 
Alamosa, 4 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Center at Buena Vista, 

4 p.m.
Bayfield at Alamosa, 4:30 

p.m.
Del Norte at Pagosa 

Springs, 4:30 p.m.
Cotopaxi at Sangre de 

Cristo, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep football

Cedaredge at Center, 1 
p.m.

North Fork at Monte 
Vista, 6 p.m.

Centauri at Buena Vista, 

7 p.m.
Del Norte at Roaring Fork, 

7 p.m.
Haxtun at Sanford, 7 p.m.
Sargent at Hoehne, 7 p.m.
Sierra Grande at Kiowa, 

7 p.m.
Prep boys soccer

Montezuma-Cortez at 
Alamosa, 3 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Center at Cotopaxi, 2 p.m.
North Fork at Monte 

Vista, 2 p.m.
Sanford at Swink, 4 p.m.
Sierra Grande at Kiowa, 

4:30 p.m.
College women’s soccer

West Texas A&M at Adams 
State, 3 p.m.

College women’s 
volleyball

Adams State vs. Angelo 
State (Texas) (At Colorado 
Mesa Fall Classic), 9:30 a.m.

Adams State vs. California 
State-Dominguez Hills 
(Colorado Mesa Fall Classic), 
2:30 p.m.
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High school football 
standings

CLASS 2A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Alamosa   0-0 2-0
Bayfield   0-0 1-0
Montezuma-Cortez  0-0 2-1
Pagosa Springs  0-0 1-1
Gunnison   0-0 0-2
Salida   0-0 0-2

Last week’s scores
Friday

Alamosa 51, Banning Lewis Academy 0
Bayfield 41, Aztec (N.M.) 7
Centauri 21, Pagosa Springs 20
Delta 51, Gunnison 12
Woodland Park 31, Salida 7

Saturday
Strasburg 47, Montezuma-Cortez 13

This week’s schedule
Thursday

Alamosa at Pueblo Central, 7 p.m.
Friday

Meeker at Gunnison, 6 p.m.
Florence at Salida, 7 p.m.
Gallup (N.M.) at Bayfield, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista at Pagosa Springs, 7 p.m.
Open date: Montezuma-Cortez

CLASS 1A SOUTH CENTRAL LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Centauri   0-0 2-0
Monte Vista  0-0 1-1
Del Norte   0-0 0-1
Center   0-0 0-2
Ignacio   0-0 0-2
Trinidad   0-0 0-2

Last week’s scores
Friday

Centauri 21, Pagosa Springs 20
Monte Vista 43, Rye 7
Olathe 41, Center 16
Raton (N.M.) 47, Trinidad 28
Open date: Del Norte, Ignacio

This week’s schedule
Friday

Cedaredge at Center, 1 p.m.
North Fork at Monte Vista, 6 p.m.
Centauri at Buena Vista, 7 p.m.
Ignacio at Olathe, 7 p.m.

Saturday
Del Norte at Roaring Fork, 1 p.m.
Open date: Trinidad

8-MAN MOUNTAIN LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Dove Creek   0-0 2-0
Dolores   0-0 1-1
Mancos   0-0 1-1
Norwood   0-0 1-1
Sanford   0-0 1-1
Sargent   0-0 1-1

Last week’s scores
Friday

Dove Creek 22, Rangely 20
Hayden 58, Sargent 22
Mancos 26, Sedgwick County 8

Monticello (Utah) 44. Dolores 12
Saturday

Sanford 52, Swink 6
Vail Christian 30, Norwood 28

This week’s schedule
Friday

Haxtun at Sanford, 7 p.m.
Rangely at Dolores, 7 p.m.
Sargent at Hoehne, 7 p.m.

Saturday
Dove Creek at Escalante (N.M.), 1 p.m.
Merino at Mancos, 1 p.m.
Norwood at Plateau Valley, 1 p.m.

8-MAN SIX COUNTY LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Fowler   0-0 1-1
Sangre de Cristo  0-0 1-1
Walsenburg   0-0 1-1
Crowley County  0-0 0-1
Hoehne   0-0 0-1
Custer County  0-0 0-2

Last week’s scores
Friday

Las Animas 51, Walsenburg 14
Plateau Valley 42, Custer County 6
Simla 38, Fowler 7

Saturday
Sangre de Cristo 50, Soroco 14
Open date: Crowley County, Hoehne

This week’s schedule
Friday

Calhan at Crowley County, 7 p.m.
Custer County at Holly, 7 p.m.
Sargent at Hoehne, 7 p.m.
Saturday
Akron at Fowler, 1 p.m.
Walsenburg at Questa (N.M.), 7 p.m.
Open date: Sangre de Cristo

6-MAN SOUTHWEST LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Primero   0-0 2-0
Sierra Grande  0-0 2-0
Branson/Kim  0-0 1-1
Antonito   0-0 0-2
Cotopaxi   0-0 0-2
La Veta   0-0 0-2

This week’s schedule
Thursday

Walsh 66, Cotopaxi 6
Friday

Kiowa 51, La Veta 24
Primero 68, Manzanola 7

Saturday
Bethune 55, Antonito 7
Granada 32, Branson/Kim 0
Sierra Grande 59, Deer Trail 7

This week’s schedule
Friday

Primero at La Veta, 7 p.m.
Sierra Grande at Kiowa, 7 p.m.

Saturday
Branson/Kim at Cotopaxi, 1 p.m.
Open date: Antonito

Pirate golfers win another 
tournament

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – The Monte 

Vista High School boys 
golf team won its second 
straight tournament 
Monday as it came out 
on top at the Gunnison 
Invitational at Dos Rios 
Golf Course.

The Pirates had a 
score of 229 and were led 
by Kaden Mellott who 
finished second with a 74. 
Connor Mellott was third 
with a 75, Liam Ellithorpe 

was ninth with an 80, and 
Jakoby Ross was 16th with 
an 85.

Alamosa finished 10th 
with 288. Leading the 
Mean Moose were Brady 
Van Iwaarden who was 
23rd with a 90, Gibson 
Gillespie who was 41st 
with a 98, Clayton Treinen 
who was 44th with a 100, 
and Jaidyn Burciaga who 
was 47th with a 101.

Del Norte was 14th with 
308. Tytus Atencio and 
Landan Velasquez led 

the Tigers as they tied for 
42nd with a 99. Trenton 
Woolf was 57th with a 110, 
and Noah Bailey was 61st 
with a 119.

Alamosa will  next 
compete at the Rocky Ford 
Invitational on Thursday. 
This was the final regular 
season action for Monte 
Vista and Del Norte as 
they will next compete 
at the Class 2A Region 1 
Tournament on Sept. 30 
at Hollydot Golf Course 
in Colorado City.

High school football preview – Week 3
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – The third 

week of the high school 
football season is this 
week with all but two local 
teams in action.

Here are thumbnail 
sketches of this week’s 
games.
#5 (2A) ALAMOSA (2-

0) AT #2 (3A) PUEBLO 
CENTRAL (2-0)

This week: It will 
be a Top 5 battle as the 
Alamosa Mean Moose, 
ranked fifth in 2A, travel 
to the Pueblo Central 
Wildcats, ranked second 
in 3A. It will be played 
Thursday at historic 
Dutch Clark Stadium at 
7 p.m.

Last week: The Mean 
Moose defeated Banning 
Lewis Academy 51-0 last 
Friday at home. The 
Wildcats scored a 32-7 win 
at Eaton last Saturday.

Next week: Alamosa 
will play at defending 
state champion Delta 
next Friday at 7:30 p.m. 

Pueblo Central will host 
Moorpark (Calif.) next 
Friday at 7 p.m.

ANTONITO (0-2), 
IDLE

T h i s  w e e k :  T h e 
Antonito Trojans were 
originally scheduled to 
travel to Mountain Valley 
this week. However, 
their Wolves canceled 
the program, therefore, it 
will be an open week for 
the Trojans.

Last week: The Trojans 
lost at Bethune 55-7 last 
Saturday.

Next week: Antonito 
will host Sierra Grande 
next Friday at 3 p.m.
CEDAREDGE (1-1) AT 

CENTER (0-2)
This week: The Center 

Vikings will host the 
Cedaredge Bruins Friday 
at 1 p.m.

Last week: The Vikings 
lost to Olathe 41-16 last 
Friday at home. The 
Bruins lost to Coal Ridge 
47-28 at home last Friday.

Next week: Center 
will travel to Ellicott next 

Friday for a 7 p.m. kickoff. 
Cedaredge will host Del 
Norte next Friday at 3:30 
p.m.

#2 CENTAURI (2-0) 
AT #8 BUENA VISTA 

(2-0)
This week: It will be 

a Top 10 battle in Class 
1A as the second-ranked 
Centauri Falcons will 
travel to play the eighth-
ranked Buena Vista 
Demons Friday at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Falcons 
defeated Class 2A Pagosa 
Springs 21-20 at home 
last Friday. The Demons 
defeated Platte Valley 
39-35 at home also last 
Friday.

Next week: Centauri 
will host another 2A team 
in Bayfield next Friday at 
7 p.m. Buena Vista will 
have an open week.
DEL NORTE (0-1) AT 
ROARING FORK (1-1)

This week: The Del 
Norte Tigers will travel 
to Carbondale to face 
the Roaring Fork Rams 
Saturday at 1 p.m.

Last week: The Tigers 

had an open date. The 
Rams lost to Yuma 50-7 
at home last Friday.

Next week: Del Norte 
will travel to Cedaredge 
for a 3:30 p.m. kickoff. 
Roaring Fork will play 
Prospect Ridge Academy 
in  Broomfie ld  next 
Saturday at noon.

HAXTUN (1-1) AT 
SANFORD (1-1)

This week: The Sanford 
Mustangs will play at 
home for the first time this 
season as it will host the 
Haxtun Fightin’ Bulldogs 
Friday at 7 p.m.

L a s t  w e e k :  T h e 
Mustangs defeated Swink 
52-6 on the road last 
Saturday. The Fightin’ 
Bulldogs defeated Wichita 
County (Kan.) 22-12 at 
home last Friday.

Next week: Sanford 
will host Fowler next 
Friday at 7 p.m. Haxtun 
will host Crowley County 
next Saturday at 1 p.m.

NORTH FORK (1-1) 
AT MONTE VISTA 

(1-1)
This week: The Monte 

Vista Pirates will play 
their first home game of 
the season as the North 
Fork Miners Friday at 6 
p.m.

Last week: The Pirates 
defeated Rye 43-7 on the 
road last Friday. The 
Miners had an open date.

Next week: Monte 
Vista will travel to Class 
2A Pagosa Springs next 
Friday with kickoff slated 
for 7 p.m. North Fork 
will host Banning Lewis 
Academy next Saturday 
at 11 a.m.
SANGRE DE CRISTO 

(1-1), IDLE
This week: The Sangre 

de Cristo Thunderbirds 
will have an open date.

L a s t  w e e k :  T h e 
Thunderbirds defeated 
Soroco 50-14 last Saturday 
in Buena Vista.

Next week: Sangre de 
Cristo will travel to Dove 
Creek next Saturday with 
game time scheduled for 
1 p.m.

SARGENT (1-1) AT 
HOEHNE (0-1)

This week: The Sargent 

Farmers will travel to the 
Hoehne Farmers this 
Friday for a 7 p.m. kickoff.

Last week: Sargent 
lost to Hayden 58-22 last 
Friday at home. Hoehne 
had an open date.

Next week: Sargent 
will host Custer County 
beginning at 7 p.m. next 
Friday. Hoehne will travel 
to Julesburg to play 
Sedgwick County next 
Friday at 4 p.m.
#5 SIERRA GRANDE 
(2-0) AT KIOWA (1-1)
This week: The fifth-

ranked Sierra Grande 
Panthers will be on the 
road to face the Kiowa 
Indians Friday at 7 p.m.

L a s t  w e e k :  T h e 
Panthers defeated Deer 
Trail 59-7 last Saturday 
at home. The Indians 
defeated La Veta at home 
last Friday at home.

Next week: Sierra 
Grande will travel to 
Antonito next Friday for 
a 3 p.m. kickoff. Kiowa 
will travel to Bethune next 
Saturday with the game 
slated to begin at 2:30 p.m.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School’s 
Josh Gonzalez (52) 
pressures Banning Lewis 
Academy quarterback 
into a bad throw in last 
Friday’s game at the 
AHS stadium. The Mean 
Moose, ranked fifth in 
Class 2A, will travel to 
Pueblo to take on Pueblo 
Central, ranked second 
in Class 3A, Thursday 
at historic Dutch Clark 
Stadium. Kickoff is at 7 
p.m.

CORRECTIONS
Tuesday’s article about 

the Joe I. Vvigil Invitational 
inadvertantly omitted one 
runner in the high school 
girls competition.

Centauri High School’s 
McKenzie Torres finished 
in 23rd place in 20:40.72. 
She placed the highest of 
any of  the Lady Falcon 

competitors.
The Valley Courier 

apologizes for the error.
ASU-WNMU game

Also, the final score in 

the Adams State-Western 
New Mexico game on 
Saturday was 46-36 in 
Western New Mexico’s 
favor, not 39-30.
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Lifestyle

METRO photo
Healthy snacks for children are easier to dream up 
than one may think. It can take children several times 
of seeing a new food on his or her plate before being 
inclined to try it, so parents should stay the course 
with healthy snacks even if kids are initially reluctant 
to try them.

8 healthy snack ideas kids will love
(METRO) – Parents 

know that growing chil-
dren need a lot of food. Ac-
cording to pediatric dieti-
tian Hanna Leikin, MS, 
RD, CSP, LD, kids need a 
higher calorie demand per 
body weight compared to 
adults to support bone de-
velopment, muscle growth 
and other bodily func-
tions. Perhaps that’s why 
it seems like a stocked 
refrigerator or pantry can 
become barren in just a 
few days when kids are in 
the house. 

Children are frequent-
ly looking for snacks 
between meals, which 
means that parents need 
to have a variety of snack 
foods at the ready for their 
youngsters. But it can be 
a struggle to find healthy 
snacks children will eat. 
With that in mind, par-
ents can consider these 
eight healthy alternatives 
to less nutritional fare like 
chips or sugary treats.

1. Fruit on a stick: It 
seems any food enjoyed 
on a stick is fun to eat. 
This is certainly an item 
for older kids, as parents 
won’t want to worry about 
younger children getting 
injured with the pointy 
wooden skewers. Simply 
slide a variety of chopped 
or sliced fruit onto the 
skewers and make a 
healthy, colorful snack. 
For an added bonus, in-
clude a small cup of low-
fat vanilla yogurt for a 
fruit dip.

2. Baby carrots and 
hummus: Who can resist 
baby carrots? After all, 
they seem tailor-made for 
kids’ small fingers. Pair 

with a homemade or store-
bought hummus, which is 
full of protein and fiber. 
You can even find des-
sert hummus, which may 
prove particularly appeal-
ing to children’s palates.

3. Crackers and cheese: 
Choose whole-grain crack-
ers and a low-fat cheese. 
This provides the crunch 
of chips without the fat 
and calories. In addition, 
cheese adds protein and 
the benefits of calcium 
and other nutrients found 
in dairy.

4. Nut butters and pret-
zels: Kids need unsatu-
rated fats to spur brain 
growth and overall devel-
opment. Nuts and nut but-
ters offer these good fats. 
The National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases says peanut but-
ter can be given to kids as 
young as four months old, 
and that early exposure 
may prevent peanut aller-
gies. Additional nut but-
ters include almond and 
cashew. Let kids dip pret-
zels into the nut butter for 
a filling snack.

5. Overnight oats cre-
ations: Let kids take part 
in building jars or contain-
ers of overnight oats with 
their favorite ingredients. 
When old fashioned rolled 
oats are mixed with low-
fat milk (or dairy alter-
natives), raisins, granola, 
fresh fruit, chia seeds, 
and even low-fat yogurt 
and left to sit overnight, 
the result is a spoonable 
treat that’s ideal for meals 
and snacks. Plus the fiber 
in oatmeal will help keep 
children feeling fuller lon-
ger.

6. Frozen smoothie 
bowl: This is a great al-
ternative to ice cream. 
Simply blend your child’s 
favorite frozen fruits (and 
toss in a few veggies) with 
low-fat Greek yogurt. 
Serve in a bowl with top-
pings like granola, finely 
chopped nuts or coconut 
flakes. 

7. Energy balls or bars: 
Mix dates, nuts, seeds, 
and rolled oats and press 

into bar shapes or roll into 
bite-sized balls when kids 
need a sweet and energiz-
ing snack.

8. Turkey and cheese 
roll-ups: Ensure that 
kids are getting enough 
protein by offering a lean 
protein source like sliced 
turkey. Roll up a slice of 
turkey or sliced chicken 
breast around a cheese 
stick for a portable and 
fun snack.

A new law 
aims to 

change that
By TATIANA 

FLOWERS
Colorado Sun

Each year, Coloradans 
lose out on hundreds of 
millions of dollars in 
unclaimed federal tax 
benefits meant to stem 
poverty and help fami-
lies make ends meet. 

Now, a new state law 
aims to put more of that 
unclaimed money into 
people’s pockets — by 
directing the Colorado 
Department of Revenue 
to persuade more resi-
dents to file their tax 
returns.

The goal of the pi-
lot program, which the 
law says must launch 
by Aug. 15, 2025, is to 
help thousands of Colo-
rado households receive 
funds they’re owed, but 
that they don’t know 
they are eligible for.

“I think it’s so clear 
that poverty is a policy 
choice and it’s a trag-
edy that in the wealthi-
est nation in the world, 
we still have folks that 
struggle to make ends 
meet,” said state Rep. 
Manny Rutinel, a Com-
merce City Democrat 
and sponsor of House 
Bill 1288, which passed 
this year and creat-
ed the pilot program. 
“Hopefully, this takes 
us in a better direction.”

House Bill 1288 re-
quires the Colorado De-
partment of Revenue to 
help up to 100,000 Colo-
rado households file or 
amend a federal or state 
income tax return, or 
both, and claim the fed-
eral or state earned in-
come tax credit, or the 
federal or state child tax 
credit, or even all four of 
those, for up to two pre-
vious tax years.

The move will help 
Coloradans who partici-
pate access some of the 
largest tax credit pro-
grams available.

Program participants, 
especially those with 
children and very low 
incomes, could receive 
more than $10,000 
through the program 
in some cases, the larg-
est lump sum of money 
many Coloradans re-
ceive all year.

The Colorado Depart-
ment of Revenue must 
also select and work 
with a “third-party en-
tity” that will help it 
identify eligible Colora-
do households and per-
suade them to opt into 
the program. 

The third-party agen-
cy would then prepopu-
late federal and state 
tax forms for each par-
ticipant, using wage 
data and other informa-
tion already kept by the 

Department of Revenue, 
and then submit the 
forms to the Depart-
ment of Revenue or the 
Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

The pilot initiative 
will launch while Colo-
rado has increasingly 
lagged behind most 
other U.S. states for 
its number of residents 
who are eligible to re-
ceive the federal earned 
income tax credit but 
don’t participate in the 
program, a problem al-
ways, but especially 
amidst the housing and 
affordability crisis, said 
several people inter-
viewed for this story.

Legislators and other 
advocates who helped 
create House Bill 1288 
said the intention of the 
law is to help lift Colo-
radans out of poverty 
and help them see that 
they can receive siz-
able refund checks from 
filing their taxes and 
by applying to receive 
money from tax credit 
programs.

The funds are so sub-
stantial that many fam-
ilies with low incomes 
plan their year around 
their refund checks to 
help themselves pay 
for food, rent, health 
care, child care, car pay-
ments, utilities and oth-
er important expenses. 
As a result, tax credits 
can help improve health, 
generational wealth and 
educational attainment 
for adults who receive 
them and their children.

Tax credits also have a 
“multiplier effect.” Each 
dollar a family receives 
from an earned income 
tax credit can equal up 
to $2 in economic activi-
ty where they live, which 
can help stimulate local 
economies, said Kathy 
White, executive direc-
tor of the Colorado Fis-
cal Institute.

Coloradans who re-
ceive notices in the mail 
informing them about 
the pilot initiative will 
be curious about the 
program, Rutinel said. 
“So, it’s important to 
boost awareness about 
this issue to increase 
the effectiveness of the 
program.”

“This is personal for 
me,” he said. “For a lot 
of folks, tax season isn’t 
the happiest time of 
year, but growing up, I 
saw firsthand what the 
power was when my 
single mom was able to 
access these important 
entitlements and how 
much that helped us 
stay afloat.”

State leaders appro-
priated $167,585 from 
the general fund to the 
Department of Revenue 
for fiscal year 2024-25 
to implement the re-
quirements of House 
Bill 1288, which passed 
May 14.

Coloradans miss 
out on millions 

in unclaimed tax 
benefits each year

Alamosa Valley Courier
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www.alamosanews.com

Follow 
us on 

Facebook 



Page 8 Valley Courier Wednesday, September 11, 2024

Public Notices

101 -
MEMORIAL
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SERVICES

221 - 
HELP WANTED
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CONGRATS!Keith CernyKeith Cerny

Breaking News!HE’S
RETIRED!

SPECIAL
EDITION

VOL. 50, NO. 32 CERNY TIMES FRIDAY, SEPT. 20, 2024

CONGRATS! CONGRATS! CONGRATS!

Breaking News!
32 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO

THE PAPERS OF THE SAN LUIS VALLEY!
50+ Years  in  the Industry!

Retirement Party
Honoring 

Keith Cerny
hosted by his family

FRIDAY, SEPT. 20,  4-6 PM
KNEEKNOCKERS PATIO

CATTAILS GOLF COURSE

Notice of Request for Proposal to Drill a Well
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District (District) is seeking 
proposals from qualified well drillers to drill a 20-inch, 220 foot deep 
confined aquifer well in Saguache County. Contact Chris Ivers at the 
District office at (719) 589-6301 for a BID packet with full details.  
Additionally, you can access this information online at www.rgwcd.
org.  In your response, please include your qualifications to drill this 
type of well, a cost estimate for drilling the well, and your timeline 
for completing the project. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 
p.m. September 27, 2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail 
to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to 
chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4107.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District is seeking proposals 
from qualified CONTRACTORS to grade a road, install 2 culverts, 
install approximately 303 feet of piping from an augmentation well, 
and construct a riprap ditch. The pipeline has 12 inch and 16-inch 
diameter sections. Contact the district office at (719) 589-6301 for a 
BID packet with full details.  Additionally, you can access this informa-
tion online at www.rgwcd.org.  In your response, please include your 
relevant qualifications, and your timeline for completing the PROJ-
ECT. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 p.m. September 27, 
2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 Indepen-
dence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4108.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 964-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On June 27, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
GEORGE R. HANNA AND JENNIFER LEE HANNA
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS 
NOMINEE FOR THE FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING
Date of Deed of Trust
June 21, 2022
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
July 05, 2022
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
385618 
Original Principal Amount
$196,886.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$193,482.78
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust and other violations of the terms thereof
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
TRACT 4, LAUER DIVISION OF LAND, THE PLAT OF WHICH WAS 
RECORDED ON JANUARY 28, 1988 AT RECEPTION NO. 244305, 
COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE OF COLORADO.  TOGETHER 
WITH A 1/2 INTEREST IN ANY AND ALL WATER AND WATER 
RIGHTS, DITCHES AND DITCH RIGHTS, WELLS AND WELL 
RIGHTS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO UNDERGROUND WA-
TER RIGHTS FOR PERMIT NO(S). 58018 IN WATER DIVISION NO. 
3, STATE OF COLORADO.
Purported common address: 13193 EAST US HIGHWAY 160, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 10/30/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 9/4/2024
Last Publication 10/2/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 06/27/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
______/S/______
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Ryan Bourgeois, Esq. #51088
Barrett Frappier & Weisserman, LLP 1391 Speer Boulevard, Suite 
700,  Denver, CO 80204 (303) 350-3711
Attorney File # 00000010132116
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4115.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 4, 11, 18, 25, & October 
2, 2024.

91 years of a great life you had. It all 
started Sept. 10, 1933. Boogie Woo-

gie on a Saturday night. “Whiskey 
for My Friends,” & “Don’t Worry Be 

Happy”  I’m doing okay, just busy as 
ever. Going fishing more now. I wish 

you a Happy Birthday Dad. You’re 
in my prayers & thoughts everday. 
Mom, also. They say your Broncos 
are going to the Super Bowl this 

year.
Not to play to watch the game.

I Love You Dad!
Always have, Always will

“One Day At A Time”
Your son Poncho, Boogie

Happy Birthday Dad!
Joseph Frank ‘Boogie’ Romero

September 10, 1933 to April 13, 2022

H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not 
required, on the job 
training. Good pay, flex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(9/17/24)
INSURED QUALITY 
FENCING INSTAL-
L AT ION.  O f fe r i ng 
quotes for wire and post 
rail. Call 719-371-7932. 
(9/24/24)

MANAGEMENT & 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON, or  t ea m, 
wanted for a 12 unit 
apa r tment  complex 
in DEL NORTE, CO. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor 
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email a 
letter of interest and/or 
resume to 712-274-1230 
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com. Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity. (9/28/24)
HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS ALAMOSA is 
now hiring for BREAK-
FAST ATTENDANT, 
F RON T DESK a nd 
MAINTENANCE. Ap-
ply in Person. (9/14/24)
JOB TITLE: EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR. Lo-
cation: CHILDREN’S 
GA R D E N  E A R LY 
LEARNING CENTER, 
ALAMOSA CO. Salary: 
$55-60k annual. Over-
view: Children’s Garden 
Early Learning Center 
(CGELC) is hiring an 
EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR to serve as the 
Head of School, respon-
sible for the overall lead-
ership, administration, 
and management of the 
center. The Executive 
Director will oversee 
daily operations, ensure 
compliance with state 
and federal regulations, 
and implement board-
established policies. We 
seek a leader who is 
deeply committed to 
early childhood educa-
tion, excels in organiza-
tion, and fosters a warm, 
supportive environment 
for both families and 
staff while maintaining 
the highest standards 
of care and education. 
Qualifications: Educa-
tion- Bachelor’s degree 
in education or a related 
field preferred; relevant 
experience may be con-
sidered in lieu of formal 
education. Advanced de-
gree and early childhood 
education credentials 
are highly desirable. 
Experience: Minimum 
of 3 years of experience 
in school administra-
tion, including 2 years 
in a supervisory role. 
At least 1 year of expe-
rience in nonprofit or 
corporate management. 
Knowledge and Skills: 
Strong background in 
early childhood educa-
tion. Director qualifica-
tions as required by the 
Department of Social 
Services. Experience in 
nonprofit administra-
tion and management. 
Fundraising experience. 
Ability to build positive 
relationships and estab-
lish rapport with fami-
lies and staff. Excel-
lent verbal and written 
communication skills. 
Strong time manage-
ment and public speak-
ing abilities. Proficiency 
in computer skills, with 
website development 
experience preferred. 
Other Attributes: Pas-
sion for working with 
children. Visionary and 
strategic thinker. Op-
timistic, open-minded, 
and a good listener. De-
cisive, diplomatic, and 
fair. Strong leadership 
qualities with the ability 
to delegate effectively. 
To apply, send a resume 
and 3 references to kas-
sismith208@gmail.com. 
(9/24/24).
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER needed at 
the URGSD. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant 
and fun-loving team for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teaching Li-
cense. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Principal 
at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4050. Applications 
can be picked up at the 
District Office or online 
at: urtigers.co. (10/4/24)

BARTENDER WANT-
ED IN QUESTA, NM at 
El Monte Carlo Lounge. 
Thursday – Sunday, 
3pm-11pm, hours may 
vary. $13/hr with tips, 
housing can be available 
if needed. Call Mark 
575-779-0653. (9/20/24)
DEL NORTE BANK is 
seeking to fill a full-time 
position for a TELL-
ER in the CREEDE 
BRANCH. Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting custom-
ers. Many other duties 
wil l  be assigned as 
needed. The position is 
permanent, full-time, 
M – F, 8am – 4:30pm, 
an hourly rate range of 
$14.42 to $17.00, with a 
robust benefits package. 
Application available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at 
117 N. Main St, Creede 
or call 719-657-3376 
and ask for Dawn. EOE. 
(10/2/24)
SALAZAR MEATS 
N E A R M A NA SSA 
interviewing for PRO-
DUC T ION A SSIS -
TANT position. $17-24/
hr depending on experi-
ence. Please call 347-
407-1622. (9/17/24)
THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT is seeking 
a highly motivated and 
experienced law en-
forcement professional 
to join our team as a PO-
LICE SERGEANT. The 
ideal candidate will have 
a proven track record 
of leadership, strong 
communication skills, 
and a commitment to 
community policing. To 
be eligible for the posi-
tion of Patrol Sergeant, 
in addition to general 
eligibility requirements, 
an applicant must be 
Colorado POST certi-
fied in good standing, 
have served a minimum 
of five years as a Cor-
poral or equivalent, or 
of higher rank with a 
similar-sized agency, 
and have documented 
a minimum of 40 hours 
of leadership/supervi-
sion training. A similar-
sized agency is defined 
as an agency having 15 
or more officers. Com-
pensation and benefits 
include a hiring pay 
range of $33.31-$34.98 
per hour depending on 
qualifications, FLSA 
non-exempt; a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match to retirement; 
paid time off includes 80 
hours of vacation leave 
annually, 80 hours of 
sick leave annually, two 
personal days per year, 
and 11.5 paid holidays; 
medical, dental, and vi-
sion benefits with 75% 
paid by the employer; 
employer paid short & 
long-term disability; 
group life insurance up 
to $100,000 in cover-
age for employee and 
$5,000 for dependents; 
a free recreation mem-
bership & discounted 
golf membership. To 
apply, complete the Law 
Enforcement application 
at cityofalamosa.org, 
and attach your resume, 
POST certification, and 
proof of 40 hours of 
leadership/supervision 
training. For questions, 
contact Jolene Webb, HR 
& Risk Manager at 719-
587-2029 or jwebb@
ci.alamosa.co.us. The 
deadline to apply is Sep-
tember 13, 2024, by 5:00 
pm. (9/13/24)
COME BE A part of 
t he  CEN T EN N I A L 
R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications 
for a FRONT OFFICE 
C L E R K /  SC HO OL 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTA N T and a 
VARIETY of SUBSTI-
TUTES. Positions will 
remain open until filled. 
Please submit a resume, 
three letters of recom-
mendation, pertinent 
transcripts, and a back-
ground check/valid CDE 
license with an applica-
tion. Submit applications 
through https://www.
applitrack.com/centen-
nialschool/onlineapp or 
email kimba.rael@cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. All 
full-time positions qual-
ify for a competitive 
benefits package and sal-
ary as outlined through 
our Master Agreement, 
which is available at 
centennial.k12.co.us. 
The starting pay range 
for classified 12-month 
staff is $30,915-$37,919 
and substitute pay is 
$120/day. We are doing 
great things in San Luis; 
it’s the perfect time to 
join our team. (9/14/24)
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Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
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We Buy Cars
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and Installation

Quick Service!
Call evenings & weekends
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FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROU N D S P O SI-
TION open at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Applicant must pass a 
background check and 
be able to work inde-
pendently, be a forward-
thinking individual with 
an overal l team ap-
proach to all tasks at 
hand. Applicant must 
also be able to work in 
all weather conditions 
(snow removal/ general 
landscaping). If inter-
ested, please contact 
Demo Trujillo, 719-657-
4040 x4007, dtrujillo@
urtigers.co. Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co.(9/13/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Appli-
cants must have a bach-
elor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teaching License with 
a secondary Language 
A r t s  endo r s em ent . 
Please submit your ap-
plication, resume, and 
cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co or contact Mrs. Hardy 
at 719-657-4020. Appli-
cations can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online. (9/13/24)
HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GI R L S’  VOL L E Y-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or 
assistant coach at the 
middle school and or 
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school administra-
tors, parents, and stu-
dents. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)

L E A D  T E A C H -
E R  F O R  I N -
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the 
UPPER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150  d ays  p e r  yea r 
which includes all days 
that teachers a re at 
school. Please submit 
your application and 
resume to: Aaron Hor-
rocks, Superintendent, at 
950 French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (9/24/24)
C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.
centennial.k12.co.us. 
Open until filled. For 
questions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/11/24)
C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. Open 
until filled. For ques-
tions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/14/24)
S U B S T I T U T E S 
N E E DE D AT U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT in 
DEL NORTE! We need 
subs for teachers (must 
have a sub license), clas-
sified employees (must 
have sub license), CAF-
ETERIA WORKERS, 
and BUS DRIVERS. 
Call or email: Sophia 
Cruz at 719-657-4040 
x4000, scruz@urtigers.
co (9/13/24)
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Classifieds

415 -  HOMES
 FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 
PROPERTIES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

368 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

353 - FARM &
LIVESTOCK

611- HOMES 
FOR RENT

525 - 
GUNS

304 - LAWN & 
GARDEN

350 - FARM 
EQUIPMENT

360 - MISC. 
FOR SALE

324 - SEED
 & FEED

362 - HOME 
FURNISHINGS

601 - APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

• Receptionist
• Sales People
Email resume to:
Sundihomesdirect@gmail.com
3003 Adcock Circle

Alamosa

Homes Direct
of Alamosa

IS HIRING

426 - MOBILE HOMES 
FOR SALE

VA LLEY ROOTS 
FOOD HUB GENER-
AL MANAGER. San 
Lu is  Va l ley  L oca l 
Foods Coalition seeks 
a Valley Roots Food 
Hub General Manager. 
As the General Man-
ager, you will learn, 
understand, and over-
see the jobs of Driver, 
Aggregator, Markets 
Manager, Warehouse 
Manager, Operations 
Manager, Bookkeeper, 
Kitchen Manager, Sales 
Manager, and Fleet 
Manager. Minimum of 
5 years of relevant ex-
perience. Submit your 
resume and cover let-
ter to opportunity.slv-
localfoods@gmail.com. 
Addit ional require-
ments can be found 
at www.slvlocalfoods.
org/jobs/. Applications 
close September 15th, 
2024. (9/11/24)
DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking 
a qual i f ied ASSIS-
TANT VOLLEYBALL 
COACH for the 2024 
volleyball season. The 
individual would be 
responsible for de-
veloping the junior 
varsity program and 
assisting the varsity 
coach in all aspects of 
the high school vol-
leyball program. If in-
terested, please email 
Gilbert (Gibbs) San-
chez, Del Norte Jr/Sr 
High School Athletic 
Director at gsanchez@
urtigers.co or contact 
him at 719-657-4020. 
(9/13/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski 
school, base operations, 
food & beverage/bakers 
& baristas, rental, retail, 
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services, 
ski patrol, grooming, 
snow removal, custodial 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with 
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $19/hour 
with merit increases 
b a s e d  o n  p e r f o r-
mance and experience. 
(10/30/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
A R EA is  h i r i ng a 
Full-Time STAFF AC-
COUNTANT. Those 
with Bookkeeping, Pay-
roll, Accounts Payable 
or public accounting 
experience are encour-
aged to apply. Famil-
iarity with Microsoft 
Excel is preferred. At-
tention to detail, and 
organizational skills 
are required. The of-
fice is located at the Ski 
Area located on top of 
Wolf Creek Pass and 
requires commuting 
throughout the year. 
This is a year-round 
position, with longer 
hours during the winter 
operating months, and 
a shorter work week 
in the summer months. 
This position offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$34 per hour depend-
ing on experience. Full 
slate of insurance ben-
efits and PTO available 
after a probationary 
period. Please email re-
sume to: Payroll@Wolf-
CreekSki.com (9/11/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hi r ing an 
ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT. Those with 
Bookkeeping, Account-
ing, Clerical or Human 
Resources experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. The office is located 
at the Ski Area located 
on top of Wolf Creek 
Pass and requires com-
muting throughout the 
winter months. This 
posit ion offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$24 per hour depending 
on experience. Please 
email resume to: Pay-
roll@WolfCreekSki.
com (9/11/24)

T R O Y - B U I L T 
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450. 
Max 719-379-3123. 
(10/19/24)
SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580 - 0 033 
o r  719 -3 76 -2 5 9 3. 
(10/11/24-monthly)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. HORSE 
H AY  i n  S M A L L 
BA L E S a nd  C OW 
HAY available in 3x3 
BALES. Contact Ed, if 
interested, leave a mes-
sage (719) 852-3069. 
(9/18/24)
HORSE & COW HAY: 
GRASS, GRASS/AL-
FALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (9/13/24-monthly)
ALFALFA HAY $7.50 
per bale. Call 719-274-
0380. (9/13/24)

KRAMER SINGLE 
8 row ROUND BALE 
RETRIEVER. 719-
588-0168. (9/21/24)
N E W  H O L L A N D 
688 ROUND BALER, 
$8,000. 719-588-0168. 
(9/21/24)

FOR SALE: 2 gelded 
HORSES. Experienced 
trail/ pleasure riding, 
BOMB PROOF. Just in 
time for hunting season. 
Call for details, 719-
580-8291. (9/18/24)
N U BIAN BUCKS; 
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment, 
quality. Born 2023, 
Tricolored, dehorned, 
gentle. 719-588-6621, 
text. (9/25/24)

W E L L - B U I L T 
WOOD PICNIC TA-
BLE: with side benches, 
metal frame legs, seats 
6 people. $50 719-588-
3988. (9/14/24)

LAZY BOY RUST red 
RECLINING loveseat. 
$400/obo. Call 719-298-
1009 or 719-937-2487. 
(9/13/24)

M I N I A -
TURE SCHNAUZER 
PUPPIES. READY. 
Vaccinations, wormed, 
groomed. M/F, Liver/
tan(chocolate). Sweet/
Playful/Smart. $500-
$1000, CKC registra-
tion available. 719-256-
4598, pattispuppys@
gmail.com, Patti Shel-
labarger, http://ritoalto-
kennels.com, 719-256-
4598. (9/17/24)
GREAT PYRENEES/ 
BERNESE MOUN-
TAIN DOG mix, avail-
able 9/9/24. $750/obo. 
Cal l  719-859-4245. 
(9/14/24)

FOR SALE BY Own-
er. HOMESTEADER’S 
CABIN: 3 out build-
ings, 16.85 acres, SAN 
LUIS VALLEY, COL-
ORADO. $45,000. 720-
483-2725. (9/20/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN-AS)

2 BEDROOM DU-
PLEX available for 
rent. W 7th St, ALA-
MOSA. $1,200/month; 
$1,200 security deposit. 
Water, trash and sewer 
are included. Tenant 
is responsible for gas, 
electric, internet. 719-
587- 6960 or emai l 
manuelm@slvbhg.org. 
(10/9/24)
3  B E D R O O M ,  2 
BAT H  d u p l e x  i n 
BLANCA. Call 719-
588-5900. (10/9/24)
EAST ALAMOSA: 1 
BEDROOM, utilities 
included, $635 monthly, 
$700 deposit, income 
qualification. 719-580-
3710. (9/24/24)

Cielo Vista 
Apartments

166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 
Applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo
852-3949

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on income for qualifying 

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.

804 State St.
Antonito, Colo. 

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 
2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 
affordable price.Guadalupe Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th

Antonito, Colo.
376-2025

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications 
for 2 & 3  bedroom 
apartments. Family 

living at an affordable 
price. Disabled Unit 

Available.
Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St. 

Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer.

TWO BEDROOM, 
TWO BATH in ALA-
MOSA. Available Now. 
Off street parking. 588-
5303. (9/14/24)
2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1975/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (9/24/24)

NICE FURNISHED 
ROOM in ALAMOSA. 
720-436-5550. (9/14/24)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  
VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: A close 
male friend, “Will,” ended 
our friendship without 
warning. I didn’t know he 
had such strong feelings 
about my current arrange-
ment. I have been dating 
a married man, “Bart,” 
whose wife suggested he 
get himself a girlfriend if 
he wanted sex/intimacy/
companionship. She also 
told him she would “never 
want to sleep with him 
again.” It has been 10 
years since they were last 
intimate or even shared 
a bed. They don’t live to-
gether; Bart lives in his 
guest house. They share 
a son, which is why he 
doesn’t want to leave.

 As a parent, I under-
stand. It’s why I stayed in 
my own marriage for so 
long. The circumstances 
are less than ideal and 
something I never thought 
I’d be a part of, but I 
haven’t felt this wonderful 
in years. My ex-husband 
and I were never this 
compatible. When I’m with 
Bart, it’s magical, and I 
believe it’s mutual. 

 For this choice of mine, 
Will has severed our 
friendship. He did it via 
text. I’d told him about it 
two weeks earlier, and he 
advised me to be careful. 
He called Bart and me 
“cheaters,” but it’s not ex-
actly like that. I’m deeply 
hurt over this loss. I want 
to know if Will is in the 
wrong or if I am. -- NO 

CHEATER IN ARIZONA
 DEAR NO CHEATER: 

Does who is “right or 
wrong” matter at this 
point? Your friend Will 
does not approve of your 
affair with Bart because 
of his marital status and 
has chosen to distance 
himself. That’s his privi-
lege. You made an adult 
decision to engage in this 
relationship, and it has 
cost you a friend. Live your 
life, but don’t be shocked 
if others also feel the way 
Will does. 

 DEAR ABBY: I’ve been 
dating a wonderful guy for 
the last six months. Our 
relationship is great, but 
he has an ex who is much 
younger than us (a 16-
year age gap). He started 
seeing her while she was 
pregnant by someone else. 
He stayed with her until 
the baby was 3, but, given 
the circumstances, he con-
tinues to get the baby for 
weekends, etc. He is not 
on the birth certificate, 
but the baby knows only 
him as her dad. 

 My problem is the ex. 
She constantly calls or 
texts him for money or 
to say she bought things 
for the little girl. She has 
called him to come over 
to hang out, and, most 
recently, asked him to co-
sign for a new car for her. 

 I’m not OK with the 
lack of boundaries, and I 
have said so. He hears me 
and has told her several 

times to back off, but she 
doesn’t listen. It’s caus-
ing arguments between 
us. The child isn’t his 
actual child, but that fact 
obviously isn’t changing 
anything. Should I walk 
away? -- THIRD WHEEL 
IN THE EAST

 D E A R  T H I R D 
WHEEL: Your boyfriend 
is clearly attached to the 
little girl. You can’t change 
that, nor should you try. 
That said, he is still with 
you in spite of the fact that 
his ex may be trying to 
get him (and his financial 
support) back. Whether 
you should grit your teeth 
and tolerate it isn’t some-
thing I can answer. Your 
boyfriend can, however, 
and whether you should 
walk away is a question 
you should be asking him.

Woman’s unorthodox romance 
has unintended consequence
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Lifestyle A Huge Thank You 
to All of Our 

2024 Sponsors!

Major Sponsor
Mondello & Glenna Walstrom

Bg - Whitehall Distributing
Billings Electric, Inc

Brandy Rae Photography
Campus Cafe

Comfort Inn & Suites
Final Touch Auto Detail

Gosar Natural Foods, Llc
Homer Whizgidget

Iac Performance
J & J Rentals

L & M Auto Sales
Mix, Kxmt, Kktc, Thunder, Kkit, & Voice 

Radio
Rio Grande Motor Parts
Sheriff Robert Jackson

Sign Guys And Gal!
Slv Building Components

Sports Prints Plus
Tim’s Transmission & Auto Repair

Valley Courier
Van’s Machine Shop

Mondello & Glenna Walstrom
Bg - Whitehall Distributing

Billings Electric, Inc
Brandy Rae Photography

Campus Cafe
Comfort Inn & Suites

Final Touch Auto Detail
Gosar Natural Foods, Llc

Homer Whizgidget
Iac Performance

J & J Rentals
L & M Auto Sales

Mix, Kxmt, Kktc, Thunder, Kkit, & Voice 
Radio

Rio Grande Motor Parts
Sheriff Robert Jackson

Sign Guys And Gal!
Slv Building Components

Sports Prints Plus
Tim’s Transmission & Auto Repair

Valley Courier
Van’s Machine Shop

Absolute Shine & Autobody
Advantage Treatment Centers

Alamosa Building Supply
Alamosa Home

Alamosa Koa Campground
Alamosa State Bank

Alan Simpson
Alcon Construction, Inc

A & L Coors
Allied Potato

All Valley Towing
American Electric

Asphalt Constructors
Asu Mechanical Engineering

Automotive Concepts
Baroz Auto Service Paint And Body

Bell And Main Apts
Billings Electric, Inc
Casey’s Quick Lube

Century Property Management And 
Sales

Chief Liquor, Inc
Colorado Pacific Rio Grande Railroad

Cooley & Sons Excavating, Inc.
Cool Sunshine Rv Park

Darren Bolt Fusa Insurance Agency
Discount Auto Parts & Glass

Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Services
Edward Jones -Tyler Keck

First Southwest Bank In Alamosa
Fisher-Chick.com

Gateway Classic Cars
Haynie’s Inc.
I.d.clair, Inc

Lobo Farm, Llc
Lucky Luke’s Llc
Milne Sales Inc

Monte Vista Co-Op
Monte Vista Machine Tool

Monte Vista Potato Growers 
Cooperative Assn

Moonlight Customs @ The Merc
Parts Plus Of La Jara

Peak Motorsports, Llc
Pepper Equipment Co

Purple Pig Pizzeria & Pub
Rg Bank

Rogers Auto Specialist
Romero Funeral Home

Sand Dunes Recreations, Llc
San Luis Valley Brewing Company

San Luis Valley Federal Bank
Schulz Realty
Slv Builders

Slv Rural Electric/Ciello
Splashland

The Finery Boutique
The Ruby Slipper

The Zach Horning Agency
Town And Country Auto Mall
Trinidad State Junior College

Troy Plane Insurance Agency, Inc
Ulibarri Enterprises, Inc

U.s. Tractor & Harvest, Inc.
Valley Collision

Valley Lock & Security, Inc.
Van Gieson & Company

Vemco Electric, Inc
Vendola Plumbing And Heating Inc.

Ziegler Farm & Ranch
Proximity Malt, Llc

Car Sponsors
Alamosa Knights Of Columbus

Alan Mapque
Bambi Coffman

Carlos Playa
4th Street Grille

A Better Cut Barber Shop
Adeline Salazar

Alamosa Car Care Center
Alamosa Elks #1297

Alamosa Paint And Body
All Star Car Wash & Detail

Altitude Ag
Altitude Appliances

Anna Walker & Ron Cortright
Anne M Robinson

Arby’s
Ardee & Amanda Reyes
Ardee & Amanda Reyes

Avalanche Plumbing & Heating
Avon - Daisy Ortega

Bank Shot Sports Bar
Bill & Tami Fassett

Bobby & Shari Branch
Braeden Valdez

Braiden & Tinlee Hopper
Brenda Felmlee

Brian Flores
B & W Body Shop

Charley & Cat Johnson
Chris Mora

Chuck Owsley
Class Of ‘64

C & L Container Co
Constance Medina

Cortez Family
Craig Mcknight

C. Waters Gallery
David & Ann Young

David & Yvonne Arellano
Davis Tucker

Deagan Depriest
Del Mar Carpet One
Del Monte Gun Club

Dempsey Gibbs
Denise Thompson

Desiree Sierra
Domestic Irrigation, Inc.

Dos Rios
Dunes Inn

Dwayne Catalano
Dwight Catalano
Ed & Linda Teem

El Hefe’s Vape
Elliana Salazar

Emma Turner & Chase Howard
Ernie & Berline Wooten

Evelyn Espinola
Express Carpentry
Floyd & Judy Oaks

Frontier Bank
Garth & Kimberly Mathes

Gary Bruder
George & Carmel Vigil

George & Stephanie Dingfelder
Gj “Red” Heiman

Glen & Berta Marquez
Good Speed Automotive Llc

Gordon Bosa
Greco’s Lounge
Greg Brumley

Gunbarrel Station
Hair Experience

Harlow Gibbs
Harvey & Zina Horton

Hobby Town
Hunan Chinese Restaurant

Husmann Plumbing, Inc.
Ihop

In Memory Of Fran Strnad
In Memory Of Jr. Van Gieson

In Memory Of Mike Kline-Kline’s 
Kustom Kolors

Ione Koenig
Jay Meyer Insurance Agency, Inc.

Jeff & Kay Harmon
Jeff Kline.

Jerry & Glenna Archuleta
Jim Campbell

Jim & Cynthia Clare
Jim’s Tire Store

Johnnie’s Auto Sales
John & Teri Brownell
Juanitos Restaurant

Judy Wiescamp
Kati, Ethan & Lucas Vigil
Kati, Ethan & Lucas Vigil
Keith & Roberta Layton

Ken Kolkman & Lori Sharp
Kenny & Kim Rodman

Kensley Bowman-Burris
Kent’s Exhaust Shop

Kent & Sharon Turpin
Kentucky Fried Chicken

Knee Knockers Bar & Grill
Kristi Mountain Sports

Law Office Of Karl Kuenhold Llc
Leon Friesell

Limb Walker Tree Service
Lori Laske

Louie & Peggy Luster
Lucas & Stephanie Riggenbach

Lucky Bamboo Chinese
Lu’s Main Street Cafe

Maestas Construction
Maestas Welding

Main Copy Source.
Mammoth Fudge
Michael H. Trujillo

Michael Ward
Mike & April Gonzales

Mike & Janet Yohn
Mike Perea

Mike Prentice
Mike The Handyman, Llc

Mondello & Glenna Walstrom
Monty Smith

Mortensen’s Landscape & Irrigation
Mosca Pit Stop

Motz Law Firm, Llc
Myers Brothers Trucking

Myrrl & Kathy Smith
Navajo Trail Antiques

Nicole Valdez
Office Of The District Attorney

Oscar’s Mexican Restaurant
O&V Printing, Inc.

Papers Of Distinction
Right Carpet & Interiors

Roberts Group
Rockie & Doreen Deherrera
Rocky Mountain Lock & Key

Rocky Mountain Memorabilia.
Rocky Mountain Plumbing Supplies

Rocky Mt Home Health Supplies
Roger Hogue

Rogers Family Mortuary
Rutgers Farms

Ruth & Larry Brown Enterprises, Inc.
Sadie Romero-David

Sandra Hostetter
San Luis Valley Auto Repair

San Luis Valley Rv Resort, Llc
Sarah & Ted Valdez

Sawyer Brothers Construction, Llc
Scott & Rose Clayton
Scott’s Paint & Body
Scott’s Paint & Body

Shawn & Jennifer Marques
Shelly & Kolten Rayden Rodman

Skiball’s Running World
Slv Health

Sorensen Farms
South Central Colorado Seniors

Southway Construction
Southwest Title Co.
Stanek Auto Body
Stanek Auto Body

Steve & Angie Noriega
Steve & Donna Burris

Ted Morrison
Tommy Showalter

Treasure Alley
Trenholm Chiropractic

Triston Winters & Brandy Rodman
Valley Auction Services

Valley Gun Service
Valley Monument

Valley Wide Welding Inc
Van Iwaarden Builders, Inc
Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc.

Weiss Dry Cleaners
Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, Llc

Widowmaker Apparel
Wiescamp, Llc

Wild Roses
Wiley Chiropractic

Cheyene Curtis & Travis
Gillian Menzer

Hospicedel Valle
Hughes Family

Isaias Maximo Andres
James Garcia

Jeff & Jenel Hopper
Joe Styles

Justin Coley
Sheriff Robert Jackson

Tim’s Transmission & Auto Repair
Richard Souza

Bob Zimmerman
Dennis & Cheryl O’dowd

Donald Spurr
Eric & Mila Knight

Luis Brandt
Robbie & Nicole Hopper

Senor Urendo
Symbleme Services

William Jaramillo

2024 Early Iron Sponsors - over 400

Courtesy photo
Taking the SAT is a way for 
all students to aim higher, 
consider new options, and 
look hopefully to their 
path beyond high school.

A new school year, 
a more relevant SAT

By LINDSEY TOOMER
Colorado Newsline

Colorado Attorney 
General Phil Weiser on 
Monday warned Colorado 
voters to be wary of elec-
tion misinformation and 
disinformation created by 
artificial intelligence. 

The Colorado Legisla-
ture passed a law this 
year that requires politi-
cal candidates to clearly 
label advertisements that 
feature content generated 
by AI. That includes fake 
voices, videos and images 
created by a computer to 
look or sound like an indi-
vidual, which are known 
as deepfakes. The law is 
focused on identifying AI-
generated political con-
tent, rather than control-
ling its distribution.

Weiser, a Democrat, 
issued a public advisory 
with information to help 
voters distinguish con-
tent made with AI from 
real content and to edu-
cate Coloradans on the 
requirements of the new 
law. The advisory encour-
ages consumers to check 
if a political communica-
tion includes disclosure 
of a deepfake and verify 
through a trusted source 
whether any communica-
tion includes a deepfake. 
It also warns that “bad 
actors” will attempt to 
influence public opinion 
through methods not cov-
ered by the law. 

“Because images, vid-

eos, and audio created 
with artificial intelli-
gence are becoming dif-
ficult to distinguish from 
the real thing, you should 
be cautious when forming 
opinions based on what 
you see and hear online, 
on TV, and receive in the 
mail,” Weiser said in a 
statement. “The sad real-
ity is that even AI-pow-
ered tools designed to de-
tect these deepfakes have 
difficulty catching them. 
I encourage voters to do 
your research, get your 
news and information 
from trusted sources, and 
be mindful that the so-
phistication of AI means 
you can’t always believe 
what you see and hear 
anymore.”

The law’s requirements 
apply to political commu-
nication within 60 days of 
a primary election or 90 
days of a general election. 
Both state and federal 
candidates are subject to 
the new law.

Voters have to file a 
complaint reporting an 
improperly disclosed 
deepfake to the secretary 
of state’s office, and it 
would then go to an ad-
ministrative hearing sim-
ilar to those held for cam-
paign finance complaints. 

Weiser’s office has not 
yet received any com-
plaints related to the 
new law’s requirements, 
nor has the secretary of 
state’s office.

Colorado AG warns voters to watch 
for election-related AI ‘deepfakes’

(NAPSI) — With mil-
lions of U.S. high school 
students beginning a new 
school year, many have 
their sights set on the fu-
ture as they prepare for 
college admissions. As 
part of a holistic admis-
sions process, students 
use the SAT® to show 
their strengths and be 
seen by colleges and schol-
arships.

The SAT is valuable be-
cause it’s a strong predic-
tor of college success, and 
colleges are increasingly 
asking students to submit 
test scores at the point of 
enrollment. In fact, after 
experimenting with test-
optional policies during 
the COVID pandemic, 
many schools, including 
Dartmouth, MIT, Caltech, 
and Purdue, are reinstat-
ing testing requirements 
for admissions. And those 
remaining test-optional 
continue to use scores for 
critical decisions about 
admissions, student sup-
port, and class placement.

A wealth of recent re-
search found that amid all 
the components of a col-
lege application — grades, 
essays, extracurricular 
activities — test scores 
are among the most use-
ful in identifying students 
ready to succeed. When 
viewed within the context 
of where a student lives 
and learns, test scores 
can help confirm students’ 
grades or can even show 
their strengths beyond 
what their high school 
grades show.

Students are taking the 
SAT more than any other 
admissions exam, includ-
ing the ACT. The new dig-
ital SAT meets the needs 
of today’s students by pro-
viding a shorter test, with 
more time per question, 
and an overall stream-
lined testing experience 
as compared to the ACT:

• Length: The SAT is 
2 hours and 14 minutes. 
That’s 41 minutes shorter 
than the traditional ACT, 
with 67% more time per 
question on the SAT.

• Technology: The SAT 
is digital everywhere, 
and students take it on 
their own laptop, tablet 
or school-issued Chrome-
book. The ACT is mostly 
still paper and pencil, but 
with the digital version, 
students are assigned a 
device.

• Content: The read-
ing passages on the SAT 
are short, with one ques-
tion each; the ACT pas-
sages are longer, with 10 
questions each. The math 
section on the SAT has a 
built-in graphing calcu-
lator and all necessary 
formulas are provided, 
which is not the case on 
the traditional ACT. Sci-
ence reasoning is built 
into the reading passages 
and math problems on the 
SAT; the ACT has a sepa-
rate science section.

• Practice Options: For 
the SAT, students have 
access to free practice 
resources including full-
length digital practice 
tests and Official Digital 
SAT Prep on Khan Acad-
emy®. ACT offers one free 
practice test, but also of-
fers paid resources that 
can cost students and 
families several hundred 
dollars.

In addition, the SAT is 
now digital for everyone, 
creating a simple and 
straightforward option 
for students. ACT recent-
ly announced upcoming 
changes to the test that 
will require students to 
choose between 12 differ-
ent versions after the full 
implementation is com-
plete by fall 2025 (a paper 
or online version of the 
test, with the option to in-
clude a writing and/or sci-
ence section).

Along with being a pow-
erful tool in college admis-
sions, digital SAT score 
reports now provide stu-
dents in the U.S. with in-
sights on careers growing 
in their state that need 
skills like theirs. 

Registration is open for 
the 2024-25 digital SAT. 
Students are encouraged 
to register soon to join the 
millions who take the SAT 
every year as they plan for 
college and career.

Learn more at SAT.org/
digital.
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