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Within Your Reach!
Don’t let the sun set on your 
dreams of building a home.

Construction loans - new or remodel
Local service and decisions on all loans 
100 years serving Del Norte & the San Luis Valley

ALAMOSA — Alamosa City 
Council will be having their 
regularly scheduled meeting 
on Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 
in council chambers at 300 
Hunt Ave.

This week’s agenda includes 
three items related to funding 
projects at the San Luis Valley 
Regional Airport, using funds 
provided by the Bi-Partisan 
Infrastructure Bill. There will 
also be discussion regarding 
the wording of questions to 
appear on the ballot related to 
allowing the sale of medicinal 
and recreational marijuana 
within city limits.

Pe ople interested in 
attending virtually can do so 
via Zoom at https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/85753492744or by 
calling 1-719 359 4580 and 
webinar ID 857 5349 2744.

Story Time 
returns on 

Sept. 4
LA JARA — Children’s Story 

Time at the Conejos Library 
District Maria De Herrera 
Branch, 17703 Highway 285, 
will resume on Sept. 4 from 
11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 
continue every Wednesday 
thereafter. It will start with a 
book and include craft time 
for the children.  

For further information, call 
the library at 719-274-5858.

‘Milagro 
Beanfield War’ 

on the ASU 
Stage

ALAMOSA — High school 
students from the Valley will 
be at the SLV Federal Main 
Stage Theater on the campus 
of Adams State University in 
Alamosa on Thursday for a 
production of “The Milagro 
Beanfield War” by John 
Nichols. Doors open at 5:15 
p.m., admission is free. Millie 
Duran will direct the play, and 
Shirley Romero Otero from 
the Move Mountains youth 
group will assist.

Alamosa 
City Council 

meeting

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — U.S. Senator Michael 
Bennet met with over 25 San Luis Val-
ley leaders on Sept. 3 to discuss elec-
tric transmission lines in and out of 
the Valley.

Alamosa County Commissioner Lori 

US Senator Michael Bennet (center) met 
with Valley civic and community leaders 

to discuss electric transmission lines.

Courier photo by John Waters

U.S. Sen. Bennet meets with SLV 
leaders on transmission lines

CCALT throws 
support behind 

the call
STAFF REPORT

LAKEWOOD — Along 
with 500 organizations 
representing a diverse 
range of stakeholders in 
conservation, agriculture, 
nutrition and other relat-
ed sectors, the Colorado 
Cattlemen’s Agricultural 
Land Trust (CCALT) is 
strongly urging Congress 

to pass the 2024 Farm 
Bill before the end of the 
year. 

In late July, 500 orga-
nizations signed a letter 
sent to both the Senate 
and House of Represen-
tatives not only calling 
for action on the Farm 
Bill but also outlining 
the risks to farmers and 
ranchers across America 
in failing to do so. CCALT, 
a member of the Partner-
ship of Rangeland Trusts 
(PORT) was a signatory 

Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT) 
is strongly urging Congress to pass the 2024 Farm Bill 
before the end of the year.

Photo courtesy of Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust

500 organizations call on Congress to pass 2024 Farm Bill

Eric Carpio, director of Fort Garland Museum 
and Cultural Center, briefs Senator Michael 

Bennet on the genesis of the fascinating 
exhibit ‘‘buffalo soldiers: reVision’. 

Courier photos by Priscilla Waggoner
Standing in the building where geothermal heating will eventually be installed, Eric Carpio, 
director of Fort Garland Museum and Cultural Center, briefs Senator Michael Bennet and State 
Representative Matt Martinez on the history of the exhibit ‘Unsilenced: Indigenous Enslave-
ment in Southern Colorado’.

Sen. Bennet warms to 
geothermal heating

Fort Garland Museum 
received $164K for 

expansion of system
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

Courier reporter
FORT GARLAND — Colorado U.S. Sen-

ator Michael Bennet visited the San Luis 
Valley on Tuesday, including a stop at the 
Fort Garland Museum and Cultural Center 
where, thanks to his advocacy, the museum 
received $164,000 to put toward expansion 
of the site’s existing geothermal heating 
system.

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — A body was found in a 

burning home Monday morning, Sept. 2, 
at County Road 105 and 6 South, according 
to Alamosa Fire Department Deputy Fire 
Chief Devin Haynie.

AFD was called to the fire in the Alamo-
sa County Fire Protection District at about 
8:20 a.m. on Labor Day and was still on the 
scene of the incident at 2 p.m. helping Colo-
rado Division of Fire Protection and Con-
trol investigate the cause of the blaze. 

The single-story garage converted into 
a home was fully engulfed when AFD ar-
rived. It took between 20 and 35 minutes 
for firefighters to put the fire out, Haynie 
said. The home was a total loss, according 
to Haynie.

The body was found inside the structure. 
The cause of death and identity of the per-
son will be released later.

Eleven firefighters used four apparatus 
to contain the fire. Monte Vista and Mosca 
fire departments provided mutual aid.

A body was found inside a burning home at 
County Road 105 and 6 South.

Photos by Josh Cline
Alamosa firefighters battle a blaze on Mon-
day, Sept. 2, at County Road 105 and 6 South.

Labor Day fire 
burns home, 
body found

Colorado is having one 
its worst grasshopper 

infestations in recent history

— Page 7
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PENDING OBITUARIES

OBITUARY

School Menu
Wednesday

September 4, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Colorado Burrito/Salsa

Corn
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Breakfast Burrito

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Colorado Burrito/Salsa
Corn

Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Colorado Burrito/Salsa

Corn
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Carlos Cruz
San Luis resident Carlos Cruz passed away Sept. 3, 2024. Arrangements are 

pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa.

Johnny D. Martinez
Alamosa resident Johnny D. Martinez passed away Sept. 2, 2024. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa.

Jessie Leona Archuleta, 
born on April 30, 1967, 
in Denver, Colo., passed 
away peacefully on Aug. 
31, 2024, in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. She was 
the beloved daughter of 
Mary (Ricardo) Valdez 
and the late Jose Frank 
Archuleta. Jessie was a 
loving mother and a cher-
ished grandmother.

Having earned her Cos-
metology Degree, Jessie 
dedicated many years 
to her craft, owning and 
operating Jasmine Hair 
Style in Alamosa. Her 
salon became a haven for 
many, reflecting her lov-
ing and caring personal-
ity.

Jessie was always 
thoughtful and gener-
ous, helping anyone in 
need and giving her heart 
and soul to those she en-
countered. Her legacy 
of kindness touched ev-
ery life she met, and she 
was deeply devoted to 
her faith, truly loving the 
Lord.

Outside of her profes-

sional life, Jessie cher-
ished her time spent in 
nature. She had a pas-
sion for fishing and camp-
ing, where she found joy 
and peace. An avid lover 
of dance, playing poker, 
bowling and, of course, 
being around friends 
and family, Jessie never 
missed an opportunity to 
have fun and celebrate 
life.

She was also a beloved 
companion to her dogs 
Peppers, Cocoa and Noo-
dle, who provided her 
with companionship and 
joy.

Jessie is survived by her 
mother, Mary JoAnn (Ri-
cardo) Valdez; her daugh-
ter, Raychel Lucero; her 

grandchildren, Dominic, 
Camron, Ceasar, Carson, 
and Camrie; her sister, 
Tracy Jane (Michael) 
Vargas; her brother, Dan 
(Ernestine) Archuleta; as 
well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her daughter, 
Leona Lucero; her father, 
Jose Frank Archuleta; 
and her grandparents, 
Eppie Archuleta, Fran-
cisco Archuleta, Ben Gal-
legos, and Rose Gallegos.

A viewing will begin at 
10 a.m. Monday, Sept. 9, 
2024, followed by a Fu-
neral Service to honor 
Jessie, beginning at 11 
a.m. at the First Chris-
tian Church at 518 First 
St., Alamosa, CO 81101. 
Jessie’s spirit and love 
will remain forever in the 
hearts of all who knew 
her.

To express condolenc-
es to the family, view a 
tribute slideshow, or to 
stream the service, please 
visit www.mvmortuary.
com.

Jessie Leona Archuleta

Salsa Fiesta brings 
the spice to Creede

By NANCY HARRIS
ALAMOSA — Spark 

the Change Colorado’s 
Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Program (RSVP) in 
Alamosa County has been 
growing over the past few 
months and would like to 
share some updates on its 
program and opportuni-
ties for older adults.

Spark is a volunteer cen-
ter that inspires, engages, 
mobilizes, and empowers 
individuals and organiza-
tions to become a driving 
force for good through the 
work of talented volun-
teers. Powered by Ameri-
Corps Seniors, Alamosa’s 
RSVP matches older 
adults willing to help with 
local organizations on the 
front lines of meeting com-
munity needs. Spark the 
Change Colorado believes 
that folks aged 55 and up 
have much to contribute 
to our community through 
volunteer engagement. 

The focus of the pro-
gram for the past three 
years has been to address 
food insecurity in our 
county which has resulted 
in partnerships with or-
ganizations in our area 
such as Care and Share, 
SLV Foods Coalition, Food 
Bank Network of the SLV, 
and the Area Agency on 
Aging. Volunteers have 
been helping these non-
profits to deliver meals 
to homebound seniors, 
distribute food to those 
in need, serve congregate 
meals at the local senior 
center, and many other re-

lated activities.
Since April of this year, 

however, RSVP of Ala-
mosa County now also 
focuses on what we call 
capacity building. Capac-
ity building is essentially 
volunteer work that helps 
local nonprofits to meet 
the goals of their mission 
and to deliver their servic-
es more effectively. This 
might involve board ser-
vice, fundraising, volun-
teer management, admin-
istrative duties, and many 
other volunteer roles. 
With the addition of this 
new impact area, RSVP of 
Alamosa has been able to 
establish a number of new 
local partners as well as 
to offer many new volun-
teer opportunities, allow-
ing our program to further 
serve our neighbors in Ala-
mosa County and to en-
gage older adults in many 
more ways to stay active 
and healthy by volunteer-
ing in their community. 

One of our new partners 
is Friends of the Alamosa 
Library. Volunteers with 
this nonprofit may help 
with collecting, transport-
ing, sorting, shelving, 
and disposing of donated 
books, participating at reg-
ular book sales or a num-
ber of other activities. 

RSVP is also partnered 
with the SLV Habitat for 
Humanity. Volunteer op-
portunities for this local 
nonprofit organization in-
clude helping at the Habi-
tat Store and serving at 
the Habitat construction 

site. 
Another local partner is 

Alamosa Senior Citizens 
Center. The Senior Center 
is looking for a few vol-
unteers to assist with the 
beautification and weed-
ing of their gardens as well 
as with occasional special 
events. 

Also new to the RSVP 
program is the Visit Ala-
mosa Welcome Center. The 
Welcome Center will train 
new volunteers to be Trav-
el Counselors at The Depot, 
greeting and welcoming 
visitors to our area.

Finally, RSVP has joined 
forces with the SLV Rural 
Philanthropy Days Confer-
ence. This year’s San Luis 
Valley Rural Philanthropy 
Days event will be held 
in Alamosa and Monte 
Vista on Sept. 11-13. Vol-
unteers at this event will 
have many opportunities 
to speak with funders from 
across the state and meet 
a variety of nonprofit pro-
fessionals from the San 
Luis Valley. 

Consider staying ac-
tive and making a differ-
ence in your community 
by serving as an RSVP 
volunteer today at one of 
the program’s local vol-
unteer stations. Or, if you 
are a local nonprofit in 
need of volunteers to help 
you achieve your mission, 
contact Nancy Harris at 
303-867-0868 or nharris@
sparkthechangecolorado.
org. Or visit https://www.
sparkthechangecolorado.
org/rsvp.html.

RSVP of Alamosa County 
shares program updates

Courtesy photo
Habitat for Humanity homeowner and volunteers framing walls on a Habitat Home.

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

SOUTH FORK – For 
the first time since the 
Alder Ass Race came to 
South Fork, the burro race 
was dubbed the largest in 
Colorado over the weekend. 
Over 130 racers and their 
burros descended on the 
small mountain town filling 
Brown Memorial Park.

The park was packed to 
the brim with food vendors 
and tents set up for games, 
activities and more on Sat-
urday, Aug. 31, and though 
the day began with a touch 
of autumn chill, it warmed 
as racers took to County 
Road 15 and lined up for the 
start of the race.

The pavement was 
chalked to mark locations 
for the annual Dumping for 
Dollars where people can 
purchase squares to guess 
where the first donkey may 
defecate, making fun out of 
the inevitable.

Other games that took 
place throughout the day 
was the annual Alder Ass 
Duck Race where partici-
pants purchased rubber 
duckies to send down the 
soft currents of the Rio 
Grande. The day was a 
success and everyone who 

attended had a wonderful 
time, according to organiz-
ers.

Team winners for the 
standard three-mile race 
were Yukon Pack Burro 
and Shad came in first, 
Team Sugar Ray and Bob 
came in second and Team 
Jake the Trail Running 
Burro and Joe came in 
third.

The top three female win-
ners for the mini race were 
team Bruno and Alexis 
in first, team Bella and 
Shoshana came in second 
and team Mr. T and Bar-
bara came in third. 

The Legacy award went 
to Barbara at 82 years 
young and the Rising Star 
award went to Genna who 
ran at the wonderful age of 
7.

For the overall race Shad 
Mika of Broomfield, who 
ran with Yukon came in 
first, Bob Sweeny of Lead-
ville, who ran with Sugar 
Ray came in second and 
Joe Polonsky from Palmer 
Lake, running with Jake 
the Trail Running Burro 
came in third. All the race 
results can be found online 
at www.adventuresignup.
com/Race/CO/SouthFork/
SouthForkAlderAssRace.

The South Fork Friends 
Foundation created and 
sponsored the event with 
plenty of help from the 
Town of South Fork and the 
South Fork Visitor Center.

Next up for South Fork 
will be the annual South 
Fork Chili Cookoff on Oct. 
24. For more information 
or a full schedule of events, 
visit www.southfork.org.

Alder Ass Race dubbed 
largest in the state

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell
Creede was bustling with activity on Saturday for the 
Famers Market, the Mountain Run and the Salsa Fiesta.

The Creede Repertory Theatre serves salsa during the 
Salsa Fiesta on Saturday in Creede.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
The third annual Alder Ass Race in South Fork was dubbed the largest burro race in 
Colorado on Saturday as over 130 runners and their burros participated.

The annual Salsa Fiesta was on Saturday in Creede. Over 20 businesses participated 
this year, bringing a huge crowd to Creede.

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

CREEDE – Main Street 
was packed to the brim 
with people gathered for 
the annual Creede Moun-
tain Run and Salsa Fi-
esta on Saturday, Aug. 31. 
Competitors for the Moun-
tain run hit the road early 
in the morning as the brisk 
day bloomed over the high 
caldera cliffs north of town 
and set the stage for the 
coming festivities.

As the morning wore 
on, runners from the race 
began to trickle in while 
ticket holders for the Salsa 
Fiesta eagerly waited for 
business owners to set up 
tables with their variety of 
salsa to try. Over 20 busi-
nesses participated in this 
event, offering spicy se-
lections that varied from 
fruit, red, green and free-
style salsa for the masses 
to vote on.

Several businesses 
throughout town held end-
of-summer sales while 
music filled the air at 
Basham Park near down-
town. The sidewalks filled 
with people as the day 
turned warm. The Creede 
Farmers Market was full 
of venders offering every-
thing from fresh produce 
to canned goods and home-
made wares.

Winners for the Creede 
Mountain Run will be re-
leased as they come avail-
able, but the race was well 
attended with runners 
from all ages and loca-
tions. A booth to welcome 
the runners back was set 

up in the Days of 92’ Min-
ing arena behind Basham 
Park and local Nacy Leg-
gitt and her team of vol-
unteers were present to 
award each runner with a 
small plaque and snacks to 
help them recover from the 
race.

Salsa Fiesta winners 
were announced in the af-
ternoon and are as follows 
– Best Overall Salsa went 
to the Blue Yak Salon and 
Boutique; Best Red went 
to Wander Off Broadway; 
Best Green went to the 
Blue Yak and Boutique; 

Best Fruit went to Rincon 
Real Estate, LLC; and Best 
Freestyle went to the Blue 
Yak Salon and Boutique.

Next up for Creede will 
be the annual Cruisin’ the 
Canyon Car show that is 
set for Saturday, Sept. 21, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This 
event will also feature the 
Creede Arts Council’s an-
nual Steamroller Print 
Show that has become a 
Creede favorite over the 
past several years.

For more information or 
a full schedule of events, 
visit www.creede.com.
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Valley News

Lines
■ Continued from Page 1

Bill
■ Continued from Page 1

Museum
■ Continued from Page 1

Laske has spearheaded 
the transmission line is-
sue for several years. 
Bennet thanked her for 
her “extraordinary lead-
ership,” on the issue. In a 
comment to Laske, Ben-
net said, “Whatever sup-
port you need from us in 
terms of help, badgering 
the agencies, and helping 
your efforts, we will pro-
vide it.”

State Senator Cleave 
Simpson told the Val-
ley Courier, “I’ve been 
extremely interested in 
the potential for further 
commercial solar devel-
opment in the Valley, but 
it is bottlenecked with 
transmission capacity. 
I’m glad to see Senator 
Bennet is actively in-
volved in the issue and 
thank Commissioner 
Laske for her work.” 
Simpson added the trans-
mission lines have been 
discussed for many years 
and said, “Either come 
to a conclusion on the vi-
ability, or find a path for-
ward, and I continue to 
be hopeful there is a path 
forward.”

Central to the issue is 
studying the possibilities 
of where proposed trans-
mission lines traverse. 
As the Valley Courier 
reported in July, the U. 
S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) has granted Ala-
mosa County $1,699,965 
to study transmission 
lines in the Valley.

With the funding, Ala-
mosa County will con-
duct an analysis and 
extensive community en-
gagement around three 

potential transmission 
corridors to identify the 
optimal route to increase 
electric transmission ca-
pacity to the Upper Rio 
Grande Valley in South-
ern Colorado and north-
ern New Mexico.

According to the DOE, 
“In a continued effort to 
expedite the build-out of 
a resilient and reliable 
electric grid, the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
(DOE) today announced 
20 projects across 16 
states selected to receive 
up to $371 million to ac-
celerate the permitting of 
high-voltage, interstate 
transmission projects.

“These projects will also 
support community infra-
structure projects along 
major new and upgraded 
transmission lines, in-
cluding upgrading pub-
lic school buildings and 
emergency response fa-
cilities. Administered by 
DOE’s Grid Deployment 
Office, today’s Transmis-
sion Siting and Economic 
Development (TSED) 
grants will help advance 
at least 16 high-impact 
transmission lines across 
the country, supporting 
the deployment of reliable 
and affordable energy for 
consumers and creating 
good-paying jobs.”

“Every pocket of the 
country is experiencing 
the grueling impact of 
extreme weather, and 
there’s no doubt that we 
must expand our trans-
mission grid to get more 
clean, resilient power 
to more people, in more 
places,” said U.S. Secre-
tary of Energy Jennifer 
M. Granholm.

Under the study, Ala-
mosa County will conduct 

an analysis and extensive 
community engagement 
around three potential 
transmission corridors to 
identify the optimal route 
to increase electric trans-
mission capacity to the 
Upper Rio Grande Valley 
in southern Colorado and 
northern New Mexico.

According to the DOE, 
“In a continued effort to 
expedite the build out of 
a resilient and reliable 
electric grid, the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
(DOE) today announced 
20 projects across 16 
states selected to receive 
up to $371 million to ac-
celerate the permitting of 
high-voltage, interstate 
transmission projects.

“These projects will also 
support community infra-
structure projects along 
major new and upgraded 
transmission lines, in-
cluding upgrading pub-
lic school buildings and 
emergency response fa-
cilities. Administered by 
DOE’s Grid Deployment 
Office, today’s Transmis-
sion Siting and Economic 
Development (TSED) 
grants will help advance 
at least 16 high-impact 
transmission lines across 
the country, supporting 
the deployment of reliable 
and affordable energy for 
consumers and creating 
good-paying jobs.”

“Today, every pocket of 
the country is experienc-
ing the grueling impact 
of extreme weather and 
there’s no doubt that we 
must expand our trans-
mission grid to get more 
clean, resilient power 
to more people, in more 
places,” said U.S. Secre-
tary of Energy Jennifer 
M. Granholm.

to the letter.
“Congress must act 

decisively to pass a new 
Farm Bill in 2024, en-
suring that essential 
conservation programs 
continue to be a tool 
available to farm and 
ranch families across 
our nation,” said CCALT 
Executive Director Erik 
Glenn. “These programs 
are vital for ensuring we 
continue to have land 
available for the produc-
tion of the food, fiber, 
and fuel that is needed 
to support our growing 
population.

“Farm Bill conserva-
tion programs empower 
landowners to maintain 
productive use of their 
land while contributing 
to the conservation of our 
natural resources for fu-
ture generations,” added 
Glenn.  “Moreover, these 

programs provide signifi-
cant economic benefits to 
rural communities, gen-
erating substantial eco-
nomic activity and creat-
ing jobs in areas where 
opportunities are often 
limited. By investing in 
these programs, we are 
not only strengthening 
the backbone of rural 
America but also ensur-
ing the continued resil-
ience and productivity of 
our nation’s agricultural 
sector.”

According to a recent 
report by the Colorado 
Department of Agricul-
ture, the agriculture in-
dustry contributes $47 
billion annually to the 
state’s economy and em-
ploys more than 195,000 
people across 36,000 farm 
operations.

The letter was sent 
to House Speaker Mike 
Johnson, House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries, 
House Agriculture Chair 
GT Thompson, House Ag-

riculture Ranking Mem-
ber David Scott, Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, Senate Minor-
ity Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, Senate Agriculture 
Chair Debbie Stabenow 
and Senate Agriculture 
Ranking Member John 
Boozman.

CCALT also encourages 
its landowner-partners to 
express their support for 
Farm Bill action by con-
tacting their Colorado 
federal representatives.

The Colorado Cattle-
men’s Agricultural Land 
Trust (CCALT) is a non-
profit land conservation 
organization whose mis-
sion is to “…conserve Col-
orado’s western heritage 
and working landscapes 
for the benefit of future 
generations.”

CCALT has partnered 
with more than 400 farm 
and ranch families in 
protection of more than 
806,000 acres statewide 
to date.

The funding, allocated 
as Congressional Di-
rected Spending, came 
through the National 
Park Service.

Museum Director Eric 
Carpio took Senator 
Bennet and the Valley’s 
State Representative 
Matt Martinez on an 
abbreviated tour of the 
museum, including the 
“Commandant’s Quar-
ters” where geothermal 
heating, which is in use 
in other places in the his-
toric military compound, 
will eventually be ex-
panded. 

“There’s no heat in this 
building, at all,” Carpio 
told Bennet and Marti-
nez, “and it gets pretty 
cold in the winter months. 

People don’t spend much 
time looking at the exhib-
its. They’ll just watch the 
video for a few minutes 
and then move on, only 
because it’s uncomfort-
ably cold.”

With geothermal heat-
ing, water comes out 
of the ground typically 
around 40 to 50 degrees. 
It then gets a “boost” that 
takes it up to roughly 65 
degrees, with the warm 
air distributed through 
small radiators placed 
near the floor. Since the 
water is perpetually recy-
cled, the heating system 
is sustainable. 

The expanded geo-
thermal heating brings 
another advantage as 
a building temperature 
in the sixties allows for 
future exhibits at the 
Fort Garland Museum 
and Cultural Center to 

include artifacts, some-
thing not currently pos-
sible because of colder 
temperatures.

As is typical of Sena-
tor Bennet anytime he is 
around a historical site, 
he was just as intrigued 
to learn about the history 
of the museum, itself, and 
the exhibits on display as 
he was in hearing about 
the future installation of 
geothermal heating sys-
tem.

After a few gentle re-
minders from Erin Minks, 
Bennet’s Regional Repre-
sentative and Senior Ad-
visor on Rural Affairs, the 
senator was out the door 
and on to his next stop – 
but not before making a 
note to come back at some 
point and peruse the ex-
tensive collection of books 
in the Fort Garland Gift 
Shop.

CONTRIBUTED
MONTE VISTA — 

Two men were arrested 
by Monte Vista Police De-
partment officers on Tues-
day morning, Sept. 3, af-
ter a report of shots being 
fired from their vehicle.

At about 9:54 a.m., on 
Tuesday, MVPD were ad-
vised of a situation where 
shots were being fired 
from one vehicle at an-
other vehicle. Police were 
advised that a black 9mm 
handgun was used in the 
commission of the report-
ed crime, MVPD reported.

Given the life-threatening 
nature of the information 
being provided, all available 
Monte Vista officers im-
mediately responded to the 
area of Highway 15, north-
bound toward Monte Vista’s 
main street, quickly identi-
fying the suspect vehicle, 
MVPD reported.

The vehicle was followed 
out of the central business 
district of Monte Vista to 

shield people from any sit-
uation that may arise dur-
ing the anticipated traffic 
stop and directed to stop 
in the 1100 block of High-
way 285, MVPD reported.

After stopping in the 
center turn lane, the 
driver, 43-year-old Joseph 
Horner, refused to follow 
loud verbal commands 
from officers, becoming 
aggressive, resulting in a 
taser deployment to safely 
effect his arrest, MVPD 
reported. The passenger, 
47-year-old Jamie Ste-
phens, was taken into cus-
tody without incident. 

The incident started in 
Rio Grande County and 
any pending investigation 
was turned over to the Rio 
Grande Sheriff’s Office, 
MVPD reported.

The Colorado State Pa-
trol assisted MVPD with 
the situation. Highway 
285 was closed after the 
traffic stop and reopened 
following the arrests.

Photo courtesy of Monte Vista Police Department
Two men were arrested by Monte Vista Police Department officers on Tuesday morning, Sept. 3, after a report of 
shots being fired from their vehicle. The traffic stop was in the 1100 block of Highway 285.

Two men arrested after shots fired from vehicle

Courier photo by John Waters
The Early Iron Festival, held in Alamosa over Labor Day Weekend, brought 481 
classic cars to Cole Park. The show had an enormous positive economic impact, 
filling hotels, campgrounds, and hopping restaurants. Roni Wisdom with the 
show said the Rodders Choice winners were Steve and Lynnann Sheats from 
Henderson. Ben Quintana from Colorado Springs is shown here with his 1971 
Chevy Chevelle. 

Early Iron pumps 
local economy
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More frequent 
wildfires in the West 
can turn hiking 
through beautiful, 
high-elevation coun-
try into a dangerous 
game for hikers. In 
July, seven friends 
from Idaho, Colora-
do, Washington and 
Montana took off for 
a week of backpack-
ing in southwestern 
Montana. Everything 
went off without a 
hitch their first night. A rainstorm 
passed through but it wasn’t a big deal.

But when they woke up, they saw 
a plume of smoke rising into the sky. 
Darren Wilson had anticipated some-
thing like this, even before their trip 
began.

“It was in the back of my mind — I 
hope we don’t hike into somewhere and 
get trapped by a fire,” recalled Wilson, 
a Hamilton, Montana, resident.

They were hiking through the Ana-
conda Pintler Wilderness and knew it 
was under strict restrictions: No build-
ing campfires, no fire allowed any-
where, no exceptions. The summer had 
been dry and hot, and wildfires had 
been erupting throughout Montana.

But as the group continued hiking 
toward Hidden Lake, they realized the 
trail of smoke ahead might be the early 
stage of a wildfire. 

The hikers weren’t trapped, but 200 
yards from Hidden Lake they came 
upon scorched earth surrounding a tree 
split down the middle, most likely from 
a lightning strike. Its bark was black-
ened and glowing, and beneath the tree 
the charred ground smoldered. The 
smoke they’d seen was seeping from 
beneath hot charcoal and dry wood. 

“You could tell the tree torched and 
burned while it was standing and then 
cracked and fell on the ground,” said 
Darren’s wife, Chelsie, an x-ray tech-
nologist with previous experience in 
wildland firefighting. 

“I think everyone had different feel-
ings,” she said. “Those who had never 

Zeke
Lloyd

Writers On 
The Range

Hikers in a 
wilderness 

turn into 
firefighters

Photo credit by jkauffeld
Abandoned Ranch buildings above a meadow of Deer Creek south of Anaconda, 
Mont. Picture taken in late July.

seen forest fires before were panicking.”
The group put Chelsie Wilson in 

charge, and she laid out a two-step pro-
cess: Some people would run to Hidden 
Lake to fill every water bottle and hy-
dration pack. Everyone else would use 
the water to turn the smoldering dirt 
into mud. 

Chelsie Wilson and Brittney Erick-
son, one of her fellow hikers, poured 
water on dirt, using the wet earth to put 
out the fire bit by bit. Chelsie kicked a 
burning stump into the ground. The 
team smothered it. She instructed and 
delegated jobs, describing the team as 
willing, communicative and diligent. 

“It was really scary at first,” Chelsie 
said, “and then it became fun.” After 
two hours, she gave her team the all-
clear. They had transformed the patch 
of smoldering char into a wet pile of 
dirt and debris. 

On a hike later the same day, the 
group climbed West Pintler Peak only 
to spot another fire, this one on the ho-
rizon some 10 miles away. They called 
in the sighting from a ridge with cell 
service and heard a plane fly low over-
head the next day. Weeks later, they 
said they think that was the first alert 
to the Johnson Fire, a 270-acre blaze 
southwest of West Pintler Peak. 

If there was a theme to the hikers’ 
trip it was definitely fire, because while 
camping near the bank of Oreamnos 
Lake, they spotted wispy smoke billow-
ing from the opposite shoreline. 

“We start yelling across the lake, top 
of our lungs,” Darren Wilson said. “‘Is 

there anybody there? Do you have a 
fire?’” Hearing no response, they initi-
ated a then-familiar course of action. 
Gathering every container of water 
they possessed, the group rushed to-
ward the smoke’s source. 

“Like children of the corn, we come 
out of the trees,” Wilson said, only to 
find three men huddled around a pro-
hibited campfire. The hikers explained 
that they’d put out a smoldering wild-
fire, spotted another and were worried 
about a third—the campfire they were 
now looking at. 

“The guys were not very impressed 
with us, though,” Chelsie Wilson said, 

as the men reluctantly extinguished 
their fire. “They didn’t like our story 
at all.” Still, they’d agreed to douse the 
fire and the hikers withdrew, hoping 
this was the end of fires popping up on 
their trek.

“It’s a real possibility,” Darren Wil-
son said. “You could be caught behind 
the wrong side of a fire.”

Zeke Lloyd is a contributor to Writers 
on the Range, writersontherange.org, 
an independent nonprofit dedicated to 
spurring lively conversation about the 
West. He lives in Helena, Montana and 
writes for the Montana Free Press.

By MIKE COFFMAN
More than 650,000 Americans experi-

enced homelessness on any given night 
in 2023 -- a 12% increase since 2022. 
Chronic homelessness is also worsen-
ing, with over 143,000 people homeless 
for at least a year in 2023 -- an all-time 
high.

I’ve been the mayor of Aurora, Colora-
do for five years. In my first term, I went 
undercover and lived among people ex-
periencing homelessness in Aurora and 
Denver for a week. I wanted to under-
stand why Colorado’s homeless commu-
nity was growing and how my city could 
best help. 

The leading policy approach to home-
lessness, and the one that attracts the 
lion’s share of government funding, is 
“Housing First.” Essentially, it prioritiz-
es placing individuals into permanent 
housing as quickly as possible without 
addressing other issues like untreated 
mental illness or drug addiction. 

No one can doubt the sincerity of 
“Housing First” advocates. But its pro-
ponents have been seduced by an illu-
sory “silver bullet.”

After spending time in encampments, 
it became clear that solving homeless-
ness won’t have a one-size-fits-all solu-
tion. Many individuals were battling 
addiction and had little chance of hold-

ing down a job. Others dealt with men-
tal health challenges. 

That’s why a broader approach is nec-
essary. 

In its worst iteration, Housing First 
is a no-strings-attached approach. Ben-
eficiaries receive housing and don’t 
need to attend job training programs or 
agree to a sober lifestyle. It’s a well-in-
tentioned approach, but it simply isn’t 
working. 

Since 2019, California has spent $24 
billion on homelessness programs, even 
mandating all state-funded programs 
to adopt the Housing First model. Yet 
chronic homelessness in the state keeps 
climbing. 

In Utah, Housing First has been the 
de-facto approach since 2005. Yet from 
2017 to 2022, the number of chronically 
homeless skyrocketed 328%. 

Despite these failures, Housing First 
remains the priority for federal and 
state funding. 

This preferential treatment stunts 
programs that address underlying 
causes of homelessness. One study 
showed that over 60% of chronically 
homeless individuals reported drug or 
alcohol abuse. 

Yet there is hope.
Step Denver provides free housing, 

addiction recovery programs and peer 

recovery support for hundreds of men 
each year. The program includes career 
counseling, twelve-step meetings and 
life skills classes. After leaving, 84% 
find a full-time job and 80% report sus-
tained sobriety.

The Chapman Partnership in Mi-
ami creates an individualized Hous-
ing Stability Plan for each client who 
seeks housing, providing workforce 
development programs, social services 
and long-term housing opportunities. 
They’ve achieved an 80% outplacement 
rate.

In Phoenix, the nonprofit St. Joseph 
the Worker provides transitional hous-
ing and financial literacy resources for 
clients who work full-time but are at 
risk of homelessness. Since the program 
began, around 250 clients have moved 
on to permanent independent housing.

Aurora is following suit and launch-
ing a Navigation Campus as early as 
next year. The center will provide men-
tal health services, recovery programs, 
health care and workforce development. 
Emergency shelter will be available to 
anyone who needs it, but long-term pri-
vate housing will be reserved for clients 
who seek employment and engage with 
a case manager. 

Aurora is taking action to invest in 
people and establish the infrastructure 

needed to have a lasting impact. I hope 
it can serve as a model for cities nation-
wide.

Mike Coffman is the mayor of Aurora.

Housing First won’t solve the homeless crisis
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Lifestyles

Thursday, September 5
Men’s & Women’s Soccer at 

Eastern New Mexico University 
at Portales, N.M.

 5:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball at 

Midwestern State University 
Texas at Wichita Falls, TX 

1:00 p.m.

Friday, September 6
Women’s Volleyball at 

Midwestern State University 
Texas at Wichita Falls, TX 

10:00 a.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs 

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University at Wichita Falls, TX

2:00 a.m.
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Measures set to appear on Colorado’s statewide ballot in 2024
By CHASE 

WOODRUFF
Colorado Newsline

A total of 14 citizen ini-
tiatives and legislatively 
referred measures are set 
to appear on Coloradans’ 
2024 ballots, though at 
least two of them are ex-
pected to be withdrawn 
within the next few days.

The last of nine pending 
initiatives were formally 
certified for the ballot by 
the secretary of state’s of-
fice last week after support-
ers submitted a sufficient 
number of valid petition 
signatures before the Aug. 
5 deadline. They joined five 
measures placed on the 
ballot by Colorado lawmak-
ers earlier this year.

The conservative groups 
sponsoring two of the 
measures, Initiatives 50 
and 108, have agreed to 
pull them off the ballot as 
part of a deal struck with 
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis 
and Democratic legislative 
leaders. The initiatives 
propose a steep property 
tax cut and a cap on future 
tax growth. In exchange 
for their withdrawal, law-
makers in a special session 
last week further expand-
ed property tax relief mea-
sures they had already 
passed earlier this year.

Polis has said he won’t 
sign the latest round of tax 
cuts into law until he re-
ceives confirmation of the 
initiatives’ withdrawal, 
which must happen before 
a Sept. 6 deadline.

The 12 measures expect-
ed to remain on the bal-
lot are slightly above the 
average total for an even-
year election over the last 
20 years, but shy of the 
record 14 statewide mea-
sures that appeared on 
Coloradans’ ballots twice, 
in 2006 and 2008.

Ballot questions can 
either be statutory mea-
sures — which, if ap-
proved, become state laws 
that can be changed by the 
Legislature — or amend-
ments to the state Consti-
tution, which can only be 
changed by subsequent 
amendments passed at the 
ballot box. Constitutional 
amendments face a higher 
bar for approval, requiring 
55% of the vote to pass, 
rather than the simple 
majority required for stat-
utory measures.

To date, proposed initia-
tives have been numbered 
sequentially according to 
when they were filed with 
the state’s Initiative Title 
Setting Review Board, 
commonly known as the 
Title Board. More than 300 
proposed initiatives were 
filed in the 2024 election 
cycle, the vast majority of 
which were denied a title 
by the board or withdrawn 
by proponents. Eight were 
approved for circulation 

but failed to submit the 
required signatures to the 
secretary of state’s office 
last month.

Once the ballot is final-
ized on Sept. 6, qualified 
measures will be re-num-
bered in sequential order 
beginning with Amend-
ment 79 for constitutional 
amendments, and Proposi-
tion 127 for statutory ini-
tiatives. In early Septem-
ber, detailed information 
about the measures pre-
pared by nonpartisan state 
staff will be mailed to reg-
istered voters in the 2024 
Blue Book, which will also 
be available online. Ballots 
will be mailed to voters be-
ginning Oct. 11.

Referred measures
The Colorado General 

Assembly can refer to the 
ballot any statutory mea-
sure on a simple majority 
vote, and is required to do 
so for any bill that raises 
state tax revenue. Legis-
lative referrals of consti-
tutional amendments re-
quire a two-thirds vote.

House Concurrent 
Resolution 24-1002 is a 
proposed constitutional 
amendment that would 
create an exception to the 
right to bail for criminal 
defendants accused of 
first-degree murder. The 
amendment would resolve 
what lawmakers and pros-
ecutors called an “unin-
tended consequence” of the 
state’s 2020 repeal of the 
death penalty, since courts 
are currently permitted 
only to deny bail for “capi-
tal offenses,” and no such 
offense exists any longer 
under Colorado law.

Senate Concurrent Res-
olution 24-002 proposes 
amending the Constitu-
tion to modify several 
election-related deadlines, 
including a requirement 
that initiative petitions be 
submitted one week earli-
er than under current law.

Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution 24-003 is a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
that would repeal a consti-
tutional ban on same-sex 
marriage. The ban was nar-
rowly approved by Colorado 
voters in 2006, but has been 
inoperative since the 2015 
U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion legalizing same-sex 
marriage nationwide. Sup-
porters of this year’s “Free-
dom to Marry” amendment 
say it’s necessary to protect 
LGBTQ rights that have 
been put at risk by the 
court’s current 6-3 conser-
vative majority.

House Bill 24-1349 re-
ferred a statutory measure 
to the ballot asking voters 
to approve a new 6.5% ex-
cise tax on sales of guns, 
gun parts and ammuni-
tion. The revenue would 
be used to fund mental 
health services, gun safety 
programs and support ser-

vices for victims of domes-
tic violence.

House Bill 24-1436 re-
ferred a statutory measure 
that seeks voter approval 
for the state to keep excess 
revenues collected from its 
sports betting tax, which 
have exceeded the project-
ed $29 million annual cap 
that voters approved in 
2019. The additional reve-
nue, estimated at between 
$2.8 and $7.2 million an-
nually over the next three 
years, would fund water 
and conservation projects 
rather than being refund-
ed to taxpayers.

Initiated measures
Initiative 89 is a pro-

posed constitutional 
amendment that would 
protect the right to abor-
tion. It’s backed by Colo-

radans for Protecting 
Reproductive Freedom, a 
coalition of abortion rights 
groups and other progres-
sive organizations.

Initiative 91 is a statuto-
ry measure that proposes 
a ban on trophy hunting 
of mountain lions, bob-
cats or lynx. It’s supported 
by the group Cats Aren’t 
Trophies, and opposed 
by hunting and trapping 
advocates including the 
Sportsmen’s Alliance.

Initiative 112 is a statu-
tory “truth in sentencing” 
measure that would make 
people convicted of certain 
violent crimes ineligible 
for parole until they have 
served at least 85% of their 
sentences. It’s sponsored 
by Advance Colorado, a 
conservative “dark money” 

nonprofit that has spent 
millions to influence state 
elections in recent years 
but which is not required 
to disclose its donors.

Initiative 138, also 
backed by Advance Colora-
do, would enact a statuto-
ry “right to school choice,” 
with language that aims 
to protect “neighborhood, 
charter, private and home 
schools, open enrollment 
options, and future inno-
vations in education.”

Initiative 145 is a statu-
tory measure that would 
allow certain veterinary 
services to be practiced by 
associates without a full 
state-issued veterinarian’s 
license, to address what 
industry proponents call 
a severe veterinary work-
force shortage.

Initiative 157, another 
Advance Colorado mea-
sure, would make a one-
time appropriation of $350 
million to a new police of-
ficer training fund under 
the Colorado Department 
of Public Safety.

Initiative 310 is a sweep-
ing election reform mea-
sure that would replace 
partisan primaries with a 
single “all-candidate” pri-
mary for each state and 
federal office, and enact 
a top-four, ranked choice 
voting system to decide 
general elections. It’s 
backed by Kent Thiry, an 
influential Colorado mega-
donor, and Unite America, 
a nonprofit that touts its 
model as a cure for parti-
san polarization and politi-
cal dysfunction.



Sports 
Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY

Prep boys soccer
Manitou Springs at 

Alamosa – late
Prep girls softball

Montezuma-Cortez at 
Alamosa – late

Prep girls volleyball
Alamosa at  Pueblo 

County – late
Buena Vista at Monte 

Vista – late

SCHEDULE
THURSDAY

Prep boys golf
Alamosa, Del Norte at Rye 

Invitational (at Hollydot), 
9 a.m.

Monte Vista at Salida 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

Prep boys soccer
Alamosa at  Pueblo 

Centennial (at Dutch Clark 
Stadium), 5 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Alamosa at  Pagosa 

Springs, 4 p.m.
College men’s soccer
Adams State at Eastern 

New Mexico, 5 p.m.
College women’s soccer

Adams State at Eastern 
New Mexico, 7 p.m.

College women’s 
volleyball

A d a m s  S t a t e  a t 
Midwestern State (Texas) 
( M i d w e s t e r n  S t a t e 
Invitational at Wichita Falls, 
Texas), 6 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep football

Olathe at Center, 1 p.m.
Banning Lewis Academy 

at Alamosa, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista at Rye, 7 p.m.
Pa g o s a  S p r i n g s  a t 

Centauri, 7 p.m.
Prep boys golf

Alamosa, Del Norte, 
Monte Vista at Monte Vista 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

Prep girls softball
Alamosa vs.  Falcon 

(Pueblo County Invitational 
at Runyon Sports Complex), 
1:30 p.m.

Alamosa vs. Pueblo East 
(Pueblo County Invitational 
at Runyon Sports Complex), 
3 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
M o u n t a i n  V a l l e y 

hosts Mountain Valley 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

Antonito at Creede, 2 
p.m.

Q u e s t a  ( N . M . )  a t 
Centennial, 5 p.m.

Center at Sierra Grande, 
6 p.m.

Del Norte at Custer 
County, TBA

College women’s 
volleyball

Adams State vs. Western 
New Mexico (Midwestern 
State Invitational at Wichita 
Falls, Texas), 10 a.m.

A d a m s  S t a t e  v s . 
Northwestern Oklahoma 
State (Midwestern State 
Invitational at Wichita Falls, 
Texas), 2 p.m.
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High school football 
preview – Week 2

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The second week of the 
2024 high school football season is this 
weekend with all but one team in action.

Here are thumbnail sketches of each 
of this week’s games.

ANTONITO (0-1) AT BETHUNE 
(0-0)

This week: The Antonito Trojans will 
play their first road game of the season 
as they will play at the Bethune Bobcats. 
Kickoff is at 11 a.m.

Last week: The Trojans opened the 
season with a 61-19 loss to Manzanola at 
home on Friday. This will be the Bobcats’ 
season opener.

Next week: Antonito will be idle. 
Bethune will travel to Deer Trail for a 
7 p.m. kickoff.
BANNING LEWIS ACADEMY (0-1) 

AT ALAMOSA (1-0)
This week: The Alamosa Mean Moose 

will play on their home field for the 
first time this season as they will host 
the Banning Lewis Academy Stallions. 
Kickoff is Friday at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Mean Moose defeated 
Monte Vista 28-8 last Friday at Adams 
State Univeristy’s Rex Field. The 
Stallions lost to University 46-12 last 
Friday at home.

Next week: Alamosa will go on the 
road for the first time to face Pueblo 
Central on Thursday. The game will be 
played at Dutch Clark Stadium and will 
kick off at 7 p.m. Banning Lewis will host 
Sterling next Friday at 7 p.m.
DEER TRAIL (0-1) AT #10 SIERRA 

GRANDE (1-0)
This week: The Sierra Grande 

Panthers will play their first home game 
as they will host the Deer Trail Eagles 
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Last week: The Panthers defeated 
Cheraw 46-14 on the road last Friday. 
The Eagles lost to Otis 58-6 last Friday 
at home.

Next week: Sierra Grande will travel 
to Kiowa next Friday with game time 
slated for 7 p.m. Deer Trail will host 
Bethune next Friday at 7 p.m.

DEL NORTE (0-1), IDLE
This week: The Del Norte Tigers will 

have an open date.
Last week: The Tigers began the 

season with a 47-6 loss to Olathe at home 
last Friday.

Next week: Del Norte will travel to 
Roaring Fork next Saturday with a 1 
p.m. kickoff.
HAYDEN (0-1) AT SARGENT (1-0)
This week: The Sargent Farmers will 

play their first home game of the season 
on Friday as they will host the Hayden 
Tigers. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Farmers began the 
season with a 48-6 win over Lake County 
last Friday in Leadville. The Tigers lost 
at Norwood 12-8 last Friday.

Next week: Sargent will travel to 

Hoehne next Friday with the kickoff 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Hayden will host 
Dayspring Christian Academy next 
Saturday at 1 p.m.
MONTE VISTA (0-1) AT RYE (0-1)
This week: The Monte Vista Pirates 

will be on the road for the second 
straight week as they will play at the 
Rye Thunderbolts. Kickoff on Friday is 
at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Pirates lost to 
Alamosa 28-8 last Friday at Adams State 
University’s Rex Field. The Thunderbolts 
lost at Maniou Springs 33-0 last Friday 
at Manitou.

Next week: Monte Vista will play its 
first home game of the season as it hosts 
North Fork next Friday at 6 p.m. Rye 
will have an open date.

OLATHE (1-0) AT CENTER (0-1)
This week: The Center Vikings will 

play their first home game of the season 
on Friday as they will host the Olathe 
Pirates Friday at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Vikings lost to North 
Fork 46-6 last Friday in Hotchkiss. The 
Pirates defeated Del Norte 47-6 last 
Friday on the road.

Next week: Center will host Cedaredge 
next Friday at 1 p.m. Olathe will play at 
Ignacio next Friday at 7 p.m.

PAGOSA SPRINGS (1-0) AT #7 
CENTAURI (1-0)

This week: The Centauri Falcons will 
play on their home field for the first time 
this season as they will host the Pagosa 
Springs Pirates Friday at 7 p.m.

Last week: The Falcons won 33-6 last 
Friday at Meeker. The Pirates defeated 
Kirtland Central 42-27 in New Mexico 
last Friday.

Next week: Centauri will travel to 
Buena Vista next Friday for a 7 p.m. 
kickoff. Pagosa Springs will be idle.

SANFORD (0-1) AT SWINK (0-1)
This week: The Sanford Mustangs will 

play their second straight road game as 
they will play at the Swink Lions. The 
game is Saturday and will begin at 2 p.m.

Last week: The Mustangs lost to 
West Grand 28-22 last Saturday in 
Kremmling. The Lions lost to Fowler 
33-22 last Friday in Fowler.

Next week: Sanford play its first home 
game of the season as it will host Haxtun 
at 7 p.m. next Friday. Swink will have 
an open date.

SANGRE DE CRISTO (0-1) VS. 
SOROCO (0-1)

This week: The Sangre de Cristo 
Thunderbirds will play the Soroco Rams 
on Saturday. The game will be played in 
Buena Vista and will kick off at 1 p.m.

Last week: The Thunderbirds lost to 
Las Animas 49-24 last Friday. The Rams 
lost at home to Belleview Christian 42-0 
also last Friday.

Next week: Sangre de Cristo will 
have an open date. Soroco will travel to 
Las Animas next Saturday for a 1 p.m. 
kickoff.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School’s Dyson Woodward (6) runs for a big gain as Monte Vista’s 
Judah Howe (40) closes in during last Friday’s game at Adams State University’s 
Rex Field. The Mean Moose will host Banning Lewis Academy, while the Pirates 
will travel to Rye this week. Both games will be Friday beginning at 7 p.m.
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By JENNIFER 
BROWN

Colorado Sun
It was as if Doug Bay’s 

wish had come true, the 
day the doves landed.

Bay, who grows alfal-
fa and a bit of corn and 
sorghum in Otero Coun-
ty, had been eyeing the 
3 acres of fresh green 
shoots for days, wor-
rying they were about 
to be destroyed by the 
swarms of crop-munch-
ing grasshoppers that 
were bouncing all over 
his farm. 

He was holding out 
hope that he wouldn’t 
have to spray pesticide 
to save his alfalfa crop 
from the destructive in-
sects, which are vexing 
farmers and garden-
ers from Denver to the 
plains this summer. Bay 
almost called the local 
crop duster, but he put 
it off. 

Then came the doves. 
About 200 of the tan 
birds swooped down 
from the sky and feasted 
on the grasshoppers, de-
molishing pretty much 
the whole lot. 

“It was kinda neat,” 
recalled Bay, whose 
family has been farming 
in Cheraw since 1950. “A 
couple hundred of them, 
eating those grasshop-
pers. They must have 
told their friends this 
was a good place to eat.”

For farmers, the best 
way to deal with grass-
hoppers is to let birds 
handle it. But this year, 
when the grasshopper 
infestation is one of the 
worst in recent history, 
farmers can’t rely on 
just the birds.

The bounty of grass-
hoppers is on par with 
last summer’s Mormon 
cricket invasion on the 
Western Slope.

Bay said he had to hire 
the crop duster to spray 
his other, larger field 
of alfalfa, costing him 
about $15 for each of the 
120 acres. He’s also got 
15 chickens that spend 
their days pecking his 
yard and keeping the 
grasshoppers at a more 
manageable level, at 
least near his house. 

Scientists say the 
grasshoppers are hav-
ing a banner year in 
Colorado because the 
conditions for hatching 
eggs and growing big in-
sects were ideal. Grass-
hoppers lay their eggs 
in dirt, and the pods or 
“egg beds” remain un-

derground through the 
winter. The eggs hatch 
in the spring, and the 
tiny “nymphs” crawl out 
of the ground in search 
of food, according to Col-
orado State University’s 
extension services.

If weather conditions 
are good, and there is 
plenty to eat, grasshop-
pers grow for several 
weeks until they reach 
adult size — and this 
summer they are quite 
large. The insects like-
ly hatched earlier this 
year because of a mild, 
warmer spring, and 
then did not face the 
kind of cold, wet weath-
er that can kill off newly 
hatched grasshoppers.

In Denver, garden-
ers are reporting extra-
large grasshoppers and 
in extra large numbers, 
popping around yards 
and chewing holes in 
the leaves of their let-
tuce and tomato plants. 
On the Eastern Plains, 
their destruction has 
been spotty — some 
farms are having to 
spray pesticides or los-
ing yields to the bugs, 
while others have had 
few issues.

For gardeners, ex-
perts suggest adding 
some plants that repel 
grasshoppers — garlic 
or chives — or using 
garlic to make a natural 
spray. Another idea is 
to cover the garden with 
netting to keep the in-
sects from jumping into 
it. Get some chickens. 
Or put up a bird feeder. 

While grasshopper 
eggs are more likely to 
survive the winter in 
dry soil, undisturbed by 
tillage or irrigation, the 
insects often live longer 
and grow bigger in irri-
gated land where there 
is plenty of foliage.

Farmers, including 
Bay in Otero County, are 
on their third out of four 
cuts of alfalfa for the 
season, and still keeping 
an eye on the grasshop-
pers. Alfalfa is most vul-
nerable to grasshoppers 
when it’s just beginning 
to grow and “they can 
mow it right down,” Bay 
said. When the plants 
are taller, grasshoppers 
can’t destroy it but can 
decrease its yield, he 
said. 

At Bay’s son-in-law’s 
ranch, in the south-
eastern corner of the 
state, the grasshop-
pers hatched early and 
died off when they were 

small because there 
wasn’t enough mois-
ture for them to survive. 
But Bay has had to deal 
with two grasshopper 
hatches, and the second 
one produced especially 
big grasshoppers. 

He and others were 
forced to spray, he said, 
and Bay hired a pilot be-
cause the alfalfa was too 
thick to drive a sprayer 
through it. “Once you 
spray them, it pretty 
well kills them,” he 
said. “You have to watch 
it real close — you can 
spray one batch and 
another batch could 
hatch.”

Farmers also can scat-
ter an insecticide called 
EcoBran, which grass-
hoppers will eat and 
die. Then other grass-
hoppers, which are can-
nibals, will eat the dead 
grasshoppers and die, 
too. But this is “hit or 
miss,” Bay said, because 
if the grasshoppers have 
other things to eat — 
say, alfalfa or lettuce — 
they likely won’t eat the 
wheat bran laced with 
the chemical carbaryl, 
which is toxic to insects. 

Ranchers have little 
recourse, since their 
grazing land is so vast. 
Their cattle just get less 
to eat when grasshop-
pers are rampant.

It’s just all part of the 
season for farmers and 
ranchers, Bay said. “I 
gamble every day,” he 
said. “You gamble with 
the weather. You gam-
ble with the bugs. So I 
don’t much like to go to 
Cripple Creek.”

On the bright side for 
hunters: The doves are 
thick this year thanks to 
grasshopper abundance, 
and dove hunting sea-
son starts this month.

Bay is optimistic 
lately, as he finishes 
the latest cut of alfalfa 
and moves on to cutting 
the sorghum, that the 
grasshoppers will run 
out of things to eat and 
fade out. The Arkansas 
River, which supplies 
his irrigation water, is 
getting low now at the 
end of summer. And it 
hasn’t rained much late-
ly on the plains.

Bay will also keep 
hoping for black birds or 
more doves, the “most 
awesome” natural con-
trol for insects.

“But you can’t order 
a flock of birds to come 
in,” he said. “It’s a luck 
thing.”

Photo by Dana Coffield, The Colorado Sun
Two grasshoppers navigate through insect-damaged leaves of a lilac bush on 
Aug. 29. 

Colorado is having one of
its worst grasshopper 

infestations in recent history
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
DESIGN BUILD SERVICES
#2024-01 Town of Del Norte

Addition to Existing Town Hall/Railroad Depot Structure
Project: The Town of Del Norte is requesting bids from qualified and 
licensed firm to provide Design Build Services for work at 140 Spruce 
Street, Del Norte, CO 81132 
Scope of Work: Provide professional services to extend existing build-
ing to the east to create an enlarged dual-purpose Council Chambers/
Court Room that adjoins and includes Judges Chambers, Jury Room, 
Witness Waiting Room, Public Restrooms, and court records storage/
filing room. All component rooms as well as existing Town Offices 
must be lockable and provide privacy from General Public.
The new exterior must be similar in quality and visually complimen-
tary to the existing historic building and will include moving existing 
ground mounted solar array onto the new roof. 
Utility work will require extended electric service, water, wastewater, 
exterior lighting, and cooling/heating into new addition.
Funding: Project is not fully funded currently and upon receipt of 
proposals will quickly go out for full funding via granting facilities as 
needed.
Submittal Requirements: Submitters must have done an onsite visit 
with the Town Administrator for specific Q&E.  All proposals must in-
clude detailed spec sheets, an approximate project timeline, approxi-
mate costs, references, list of similar completed work if available, and 
any other special requirements needed for the completion of the work 
that is proposed.  
FYI: The Town of Del Norte is subject to any and all public notice and 
public information laws and requirements. If any information is propri-
etary, confidential, or needs legal protections, those conditions must 
be made clear in each document. Please submit both hard copy and 
electronic copies of the proposal to the Town of Del Norte.
For further information: please contact The Town of Del Norte, Town 
Administrator Bernadette Martinez at delnorte1860@o0utlook.com or 
at (719) 657-2708.
No. 4099.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 31, September 3, 
4, & 7, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal to Drill a Well
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District (District) is seeking 
proposals from qualified well drillers to drill a 20-inch, 220 foot deep 
confined aquifer well in Saguache County. Contact Chris Ivers at the 
District office at (719) 589-6301 for a BID packet with full details.  
Additionally, you can access this information online at www.rgwcd.
org.  In your response, please include your qualifications to drill this 
type of well, a cost estimate for drilling the well, and your timeline 
for completing the project. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 
p.m. September 27, 2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail 
to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to 
chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4107.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District is seeking proposals 
from qualified CONTRACTORS to grade a road, install 2 culverts, 
install approximately 303 feet of piping from an augmentation well, 
and construct a riprap ditch. The pipeline has 12 inch and 16-inch 
diameter sections. Contact the district office at (719) 589-6301 for a 
BID packet with full details.  Additionally, you can access this informa-
tion online at www.rgwcd.org.  In your response, please include your 
relevant qualifications, and your timeline for completing the PROJ-
ECT. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 p.m. September 27, 
2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 Indepen-
dence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4108.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF 1041 WORK SESSION 

The County of Conejos Board of Commissioners will conduct a work 
session at the Commissioners Board Room located at the Conejos 
County Court House, Conejos Colorado on September 4th at 5:30 
pm.
Excel will have a presentation concerning Excel. 1041 work session 
will follow.   Zooming will also be available, please send in your email 
address to linda@co.conejos.co.us or tressesa@co.conejos.co.us.
Work session will be held at the Commissioners Board room located 
at 6683 County Road 13, Conejos Colorado.  Please use west door 
of the building.
No. 4113.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 30, 31, September 3, & 
4, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 964-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On June 27, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
GEORGE R. HANNA AND JENNIFER LEE HANNA
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., AS 
NOMINEE FOR THE FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING
Date of Deed of Trust
June 21, 2022
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
July 05, 2022
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
385618 
Original Principal Amount
$196,886.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$193,482.78
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust and other violations of the terms thereof
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
TRACT 4, LAUER DIVISION OF LAND, THE PLAT OF WHICH WAS 
RECORDED ON JANUARY 28, 1988 AT RECEPTION NO. 244305, 
COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE OF COLORADO.  TOGETHER 
WITH A 1/2 INTEREST IN ANY AND ALL WATER AND WATER 
RIGHTS, DITCHES AND DITCH RIGHTS, WELLS AND WELL 
RIGHTS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO UNDERGROUND WA-
TER RIGHTS FOR PERMIT NO(S). 58018 IN WATER DIVISION NO. 
3, STATE OF COLORADO.
Purported common address: 13193 EAST US HIGHWAY 160, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 10/30/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 9/4/2024
Last Publication 10/2/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 06/27/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
______/S/______
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Ryan Bourgeois, Esq. #51088
Barrett Frappier & Weisserman, LLP 1391 Speer Boulevard, Suite 
700,  Denver, CO 80204 (303) 350-3711
Attorney File # 00000010132116
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4115.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 4, 11, 18, 25, & October 
2, 2024.

NOTICE
ESTRAY: #1600: One Black Horned Corriente Bull, No Brand. Live-
stock must be claimed by legal owner within 10 days or will be sold 
by Colorado Brand Board. For information call 719-936-5400 or 303-
869-9160.
No. 4116.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 4, 2024.

H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not 
required, on the job 
training. Good pay, flex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(9/17/24)
INSURED QUALITY 
FENCING INSTAL-
L AT ION.  O f fe r i ng 
quotes for wire and post 
rail. Call 719-371-7932. 
(9/24/24)
LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
CA L L A N Y T I M E, 
WEEKENDS and EVE-
NINGS:719-580-0033 
o r  7 1 9 -3 7 6 - 2 5 9 3 . 
(9/6/24-monthly)

JOB TITLE: EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR. Lo-
cation: CHILDREN’S 
GA R D E N  E A R LY 
LEARNING CENTER, 
ALAMOSA CO. Salary: 
$55-60k annual. Over-
view: Children’s Garden 
Early Learning Center 
(CGELC) is hiring an 
EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR to serve as the 
Head of School, respon-
sible for the overall lead-
ership, administration, 
and management of the 
center. The Executive 
Director will oversee 
daily operations, ensure 
compliance with state 
and federal regulations, 
and implement board-
established policies. We 
seek a leader who is 
deeply committed to 
early childhood educa-
tion, excels in organiza-
tion, and fosters a warm, 
supportive environment 
for both families and 
staff while maintaining 
the highest standards 
of care and education. 
Qualifications: Educa-
tion- Bachelor’s degree 
in education or a related 
field preferred; relevant 
experience may be con-
sidered in lieu of formal 
education. Advanced de-
gree and early childhood 
education credentials 
are highly desirable. 
Experience: Minimum 
of 3 years of experience 
in school administra-
tion, including 2 years 
in a supervisory role. 
At least 1 year of expe-
rience in nonprofit or 
corporate management. 
Knowledge and Skills: 
Strong background in 
early childhood educa-
tion. Director qualifica-
tions as required by the 
Department of Social 
Services. Experience in 
nonprofit administra-
tion and management. 
Fundraising experience. 
Ability to build positive 
relationships and estab-
lish rapport with fami-
lies and staff. Excel-
lent verbal and written 
communication skills. 
Strong time manage-
ment and public speak-
ing abilities. Proficiency 
in computer skills, with 
website development 
experience preferred. 
Other Attributes: Pas-
sion for working with 
children. Visionary and 
strategic thinker. Op-
timistic, open-minded, 
and a good listener. De-
cisive, diplomatic, and 
fair. Strong leadership 
qualities with the ability 
to delegate effectively. 
To apply, send a resume 
and 3 references to kas-
sismith208@gmail.com. 
(9/24/24).
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER needed at 
the URGSD. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant 
and fun-loving team for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teaching Li-
cense. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Principal 
at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4050. Applications 
can be picked up at the 
District Office or online 
at: urtigers.co. (10/4/24)
BARTENDER WANT-
ED IN QUESTA, NM at 
El Monte Carlo Lounge. 
Thursday – Sunday, 
3pm-11pm, hours may 
vary. $13/hr with tips, 
housing can be available 
if needed. Call Mark 
575-779-0653. (9/20/24)
SALAZAR MEATS 
N E A R M A NA SSA 
interviewing for PRO-
DUC T ION A SSIS -
TANT position. $17-24/
hr depending on experi-
ence. Please call 347-
407-1622. (9/17/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the position of TOD-
DLER TEACHER for 
the remaining 2024-
2025 school year. Quali-
fications: AA in Early 
Childhood Education 
preferred or willing to 
obtain qualifications. 
E x p e r i e n c e  wo r k-
ing with toddler age 
children in an educa-
tional environment, or 
such alternatives to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Educa-
tion may find appropri-
ate and acceptable. All 
candidates much pass a 
background checks. Ap-
plications can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunites or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(9/10/24)
DEL NORTE BANK is 
seeking to fill a full-time 
position for a TELL-
ER in the CREEDE 
BRANCH. Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting custom-
ers. Many other duties 
wil l  be assigned as 
needed. The position is 
permanent, full-time, 
M – F, 8am – 4:30pm, 
an hourly rate range of 
$14.42 to $17.00, with a 
robust benefits package. 
Application available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at 
117 N. Main St, Creede 
or call 719-657-3376 
and ask for Dawn. EOE. 
(10/2/24)
OP TI MAL HOME 
HEALTH CARE is 
seeking a PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST who will 
be responsible for pro-
viding comprehensive 
physical therapy ser-
vices to patients in their 
place of residence. We 
provide exceptional, 
individualized home 
healthcare to improve 
their overall wellness 
in the comfort of their 
homes. This position 
offers complete f lex-
ibil ity AND upward 
mobi l ity.  Our work 
environment includes: 
Open supportive cul-
ture with a vision to 
provide transformative 
care to those we serve; 
Professional level care 
in a fun environment; 
Collaborative; Culture 
of openness and safety. 
`̀ ` Requirements: `̀ ` To 
be successful in this 
role, you should possess 
the following qualifica-
tions: Valid license or 
certification as a Physi-
cal Therapist; Previous 
experience working in 
a hospital or healthcare 
setting preferred; Strong 
knowledge of medical 
terminology, anatomy, 
and physiology; Famil-
iarity with pediatr ic 
physical therapy and 
acute care is a plus; 
Excellent communica-
tion and interpersonal 
skills to effectively in-
teract with patients and 
healthcare team mem-
bers; Ability to work 
independently as well as 
collaboratively in a team 
environment; Strong 
problem-solving skills 
and abil ity to adapt 
treatment plans based 
on patient progress. If 
you are passionate about 
helping patients regain 
their mobility and im-
prove their quality of 
life, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. 
We offer competitive 
pay rates and medical 
benefits such as medi-
cal insurance and paid 
time off. Join our team 
of dedicated healthcare 
professionals. Please 
contact Audrea Gallegos 
at 719-580-2083 with 
any questions or fax re-
sumes to 719-206-3226. 
Thank You. Job Types: 
Full-Time, Part-time and 
PRN positions available. 
(9/6/24)
O U T R E AC H  A S -
SISTANT. SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O C A L 
FOODS COALITION 
seeks an LFLP Out-
reach  Coord i na tor. 
Strong communication 
and computer skil ls 
are required. Submit 
your resume and cover 
letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Additional require-
ments can be found at 
www.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/. Applications close 
September 9th, 2024. 
(9/7/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
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C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. Open 
until filled. For ques-
tions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/14/24)
COME BE A part of 
t he  CEN T EN N I A L 
R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications 
for a FRONT OFFICE 
C L E R K /  SC HO OL 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTA N T and a 
VARIETY of SUBSTI-
TUTES. Positions will 
remain open until filled. 
Please submit a resume, 
three letters of recom-
mendation, pertinent 
transcripts, and a back-
ground check/valid CDE 
license with an applica-
tion. Submit applications 
through https://www.
applitrack.com/centen-
nialschool/onlineapp or 
email kimba.rael@cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. All 
full-time positions qual-
ify for a competitive 
benefits package and sal-
ary as outlined through 
our Master Agreement, 
which is available at 
centennial.k12.co.us. 
The starting pay range 
for classified 12-month 
staff is $30,915-$37,919 
and substitute pay is 
$120/day. We are doing 
great things in San Luis; 
it’s the perfect time to 
join our team. (9/14/24)

VA L L E Y  RO O T S 
FOOD HUB GENER-
AL MANAGER. San 
Luis Valley Local Foods 
Coalition seeks a Valley 
Roots Food Hub General 
Manager. As the General 
Manager, you will learn, 
understand, and oversee 
the jobs of Driver, Ag-
gregator, Markets Man-
ager, Warehouse Manag-
er, Operations Manager, 
Bookkeeper, Kitchen 
Manager, Sales Man-
ager, and Fleet Manager. 
Minimum of 5 years 
of relevant experience. 
Submit your resume and 
cover letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. Additional 
requirements can be 
found at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. Applica-
tions close September 
15th, 2024. (9/11/24)
HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GI R L S’  VOL L E Y-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or 
assistant coach at the 
middle school and or 
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school administra-
tors, parents, and stu-
dents. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
ur tigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)

C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/  or www.
centennial.k12.co.us. 
Open until filled. For 
questions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/11/24)
K I N DERGA RT EN 
P A R A P R O F E S -
SIONAL NEEDED: 
SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is seeking 
a dedicated Kindergar-
ten Paraprofessional for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you’re passion-
ate about working with 
young learners, we’d 
love to hear from you! 
For more information 
and to apply, visit www.
sargent.k12.co.us or call 
719-852-4023. Applica-
tion Deadline: 9/4/24 or 
until position is filled. 
EOE. (9/4/24)
L E A D  T E A C H -
E R  F O R  I N -
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the 
UPPER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150  d ays  p e r  yea r 
which includes all days 
that teachers a re at 
school. Please submit 
your application and 
resume to: Aaron Hor-
rocks, Superintendent, at 
950 French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (9/24/24)

THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
CHIEF. The success-
ful candidate shall plan 
and administer the law 
enforcement program 
and activities of the town 
and do related work as 
requi red.  Minimum 
qualifications include a 
degree in law enforce-
ment, Colorado POST 
Certification, and ex-
tensive and increasingly 
responsible experience 
in law enforcement work 
including supervisory 
experience. Thorough 
knowledge of the prin-
ciples, problems and 
techniques of municipal 
police administration; 
thorough knowledge of 
the technical and op-
erating practices and 
methods of law enforce-
ment and crime preven-
tion. Must have ability 
to handle firearms and 
maintain certification 
and firearms proficien-
cy in accordance with 
Colorado POST regula-
tions. Applicants must 
complete a background 
check, drug screening 
and have a current psy-
chological evaluation. 
The Town of La Jara of-
fers a competitive com-
pensation package that 
includes health, dental 
and vision insurance; re-
tirement through FPPA; 
and paid time off. Sal-
ary range from $55,000 
to $65,000. Applica-
tions may be picked up 
at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway. Appli-
cations accepted until 
filled. (9/4/24)
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 FOR SALE
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368 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

353 - FARM &
LIVESTOCK

611- HOMES 
FOR RENT

525 - 
GUNS

304 - LAWN & 
GARDEN

350 - FARM 
EQUIPMENT

360 - MISC. 
FOR SALE

426 - MOBILE HOMES 
FOR SALE

• Receptionist
• Sales People
Email resume to:
Sundihomesdirect@gmail.com
3003 Adcock Circle

Alamosa

Homes Direct
of Alamosa

IS HIRING

324 - SEED
 & FEED

THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT is seek-
ing a highly motivated 
and experienced law 
enforcement profes-
sional to join our team 
as a POLICE SER-
GEANT. The ideal 
candidate will have a 
proven track record of 
leadership, strong com-
munication skills, and 
a commitment to com-
munity policing. To be 
eligible for the position 
of Patrol Sergeant, in 
addition to general eli-
gibility requirements, 
an applicant must be 
Colorado POST certi-
fied in good standing, 
have served a minimum 
of five years as a Cor-
poral or equivalent, or 
of higher rank with a 
similar-sized agency, 
and have document-
ed a minimum of 40 
hours of leadership/
supervision training. 
A similar-sized agency 
is defined as an agency 
having 15 or more of-
ficers. Compensation 
and benefits include 
a hiring pay range of 
$33.31-$34.98 per hour 
depending on qualifica-
tions, FLSA non-ex-
empt; a 10% employer 
and employee match to 
retirement; paid time 
off includes 80 hours 
of vacation leave an-
nually, 80 hours of sick 
leave annually, two per-
sonal days per year, 
and 11.5 paid holidays; 
medical, dental, and vi-
sion benefits with 75% 
paid by the employer; 
employer paid short & 
long-term disability; 
group life insurance up 
to $100,000 in cover-
age for employee and 
$5,000 for dependents; 
a free recreation mem-
bership & discounted 
golf membership. To 
apply, complete the 
Law Enforcement ap-
plication at cityofala-
mosa.org, and attach 
your resume, POST 
certification, and proof 
of 40 hours of leader-
ship/supervision train-
ing. For questions, con-
tact Jolene Webb, HR & 
Risk Manager at 719-
587-2029 or jwebb@
ci.alamosa.co.us. The 
deadline to apply is 
September 13, 2024, by 
5:00 pm. (9/13/24)
NOW H I R I NG A 
f u l l - t i m e  F RON T 
DESK SECRETARY. 
Hours a re Monday 
through Friday 8am-
5pm. Please call CEN-
TURY PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT and 
SALES at 719-589-
5744. (9/10/24)
NOW H I R I NG A 
full-time MAINTE-
NANCE position at 
CENTURY PROPER-
TY MANAGEMENT 
and SALES. Please 
call Century Property 
Management at 719-
589-5744. (9/10/24)
MANAGEMENT & 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON, or team, 
wanted for a 12 unit 
apar tment complex 
in DEL NORTE, CO. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor 
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email 
a letter of interest and/
or resume to 712-274-
1230 or nnieman@
landmarkmanagement.
com. Equal Employ-
ment  Oppor tun ity. 
(9/4/24)
DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking 
a qualif ied ASSIS-
TANT VOLLEYBALL 
COACH for the 2024 
volleyball season. The 
individual would be 
responsible for devel-
oping the junior varsity 
program and assist-
ing the varsity coach 
in all aspects of the 
high school volleyball 
program. If interest-
ed, please email Gil-
bert (Gibbs) Sanchez, 
Del Norte Jr/Sr High 
School Athletic Di-
rector at gsanchez@
urtigers.co or contact 
him at 719-657-4020. 
(9/13/24)

FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSI-
TION open at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Applicant must pass 
a background check 
and be able to work 
independently, be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand. Appli-
cant must also be able 
to work in all weather 
conditions (snow re-
moval/ general land-
scaping). If interested, 
please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co. Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co.(9/13/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
higher and possess or 
be able to obtain a Colo-
rado Teaching License 
with a secondary Lan-
guage Arts endorse-
ment. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume, and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, DNHS 
Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications can 
be picked up at the Dis-
trict Office or online. 
(9/13/24)
S U B S T I T U T E S 
N EEDED AT U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE! We 
need subs for teach-
ers (must have a sub 
l icense),  classi f ied 
employees (must have 
sub license), CAFE-
TERIA WORKERS, 
and BUS DRIVERS. 
Call or email: Sophia 
Cruz at 719-657-4040 
x4000, scruz@urtigers.
co (9/13/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski 
school, base operations, 
food & beverage/bakers 
& baristas, rental, retail, 
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services, 
ski patrol, grooming, 
snow removal, custodial 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with 
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $18/hour 
with merit increases 
b a s e d  o n  p e r f o r-
mance and experience. 
(10/30/24)
CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained. 
Pay is dependent on 
prior experience. Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (9/6/24)
ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill the 
position of BUDGET 
ANALYST within the 
Business and Finance 
department. You can 
apply https://adams.
wd1.myworkdayjobs.
com/en-US/ASU/de-
tails/Budget-Analyst_
R188. We look forward 
to hearing from you. If 
you have any questions 
please reach out to our 
Human Resources de-
partment 719-587-7990. 
(9/4/24) 
WOLF CREEK SKI 
A R EA is  h i r i ng a 
Full-Time STAFF AC-
COUNTANT. Those 
with Bookkeeping, Pay-
roll, Accounts Payable 
or public accounting 
experience are encour-
aged to apply. Famil-
iarity with Microsoft 
Excel is preferred. At-
tention to detail, and 
organizational skills 
are required. The of-
fice is located at the Ski 
Area located on top of 
Wolf Creek Pass and 
requires commuting 
throughout the year. 
This is a year-round 
position, with longer 
hours during the winter 
operating months, and 
a shorter work week 
in the summer months. 
This position offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$34 per hour depend-
ing on experience. Full 
slate of insurance ben-
efits and PTO available 
after a probationary 
period. Please email re-
sume to: Payroll@Wolf-
CreekSki.com (9/11/24)

WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hi r ing an 
ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT. Those with 
Bookkeeping, Account-
ing, Clerical or Human 
Resources experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. The office is located 
at the Ski Area located 
on top of Wolf Creek 
Pass and requires com-
muting throughout the 
winter months. This 
posit ion offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$24 per hour depending 
on experience. Please 
email resume to: Pay-
roll@WolfCreekSki.
com (9/11/24)

362 - HOME 
FURNISHINGS

T R O Y - B U I L T 
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450. 
Max 719-379-3123. 
(10/19/24)
SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580 - 0 033 
o r  719 -3 76 -2 5 9 3. 
(9/6/24-monthly)

E M E R I L  R I C E 
COOKER. $25 obo. 
Cal l 719-852-8879. 
(9/4/24)

NAT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. HORSE 
H AY  i n  S M A L L 
BA L E S a nd  COW 
HAY available in 3x3 
BALES. Contact Ed, if 
interested, leave a mes-
sage (719) 852-3069. 
(9/18/24)
H O R S E  &  C OW 
H A Y :  G R A S S , 
GRASS/ALFALFA, 
ALFALFA. 3x3 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(9/13/24-monthly)
ALFALFA HAY $7.50 
per bale. Call 719-274-
0380. (9/13/24)

KRAMER SINGLE 
8 row ROUND BALE 
RETRIEVER. 719-
588-0168. (9/21/24)
N E W  HOL L A N D 
688 ROUND BALER, 
$8,000. 719-588-0168. 
(9/21/24)

FOR SALE: 2 gelded 
HORSES. Experienced 
trail/ pleasure riding, 
BOMB PROOF. Just in 
time for hunting season. 
Call for details, 719-
580-8291. (9/18/24)
NUBIAN BUCKS; 
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment, 
quality. Born 2023, 
Tricolored, dehorned, 
gentle. 719-588-6621, 
text. (9/25/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

LA Z Y BOY R E D 
RECLINING loveseat. 
$400/obo. Call 719-298-
1001 or 719-937-2487. 
(9/13/24)

M I N I A -
TURE SCHNAUZER 
PUPPIES. READY. 
Vaccinations, wormed, 
groomed. M/F, Liver/
tan(chocolate). Sweet/
Playful/Smart. $500-
$1000, CKC registra-
tion available. 719-256-
4598, pattispuppys@
gmail.com, Patti Shel-
labarger, http://ritoalto-
kennels.com, 719-256-
4598. (9/17/24)
FREE GOLDEN RE-
TRIEVER PUPPIES 
to Forever Homes, due 
to relocating; 1 Male, 
1 Female. Excellent 
temperament! House 
trained with very good 
trainable natures & per-
fect for families with 
children and other pets! 
I will not re-home to 
just anyone. Preferably 
email me first at: steph-
aniechristensen59@
yahoo.com before Text 
(980) 353-7582. (9/4/24)

GREAT PYRENEES/ 
BERNESE MOUN-
TAIN DOG mix, avail-
able 9/9/24. $750/obo. 
Cal l 719-859-4245. 
(9/14/24)

368 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FOR SALE BY Owner. 
HOMESTEADER’S 
CABIN: 3 out build-
ings, 16.85 acres, SAN 
LUIS VALLEY, COL-
ORADO. $45,000. 720-
483-2725. (9/20/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

601 - APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

EAST ALAMOSA: 1 
BEDROOM, utilities 
included, $635 monthly, 
$700 deposit, income 
qualification. 719-580-
3710. (9/24/24)
O N E  B E D RO O M 
A P A R T M E N T , 
downtown ALAMO-
SA. $700/ month, in-
cludes basic utilities. 
Interested? Email slvc-
brental@yahoo.com. 
Available October 1st. 
(9/7/24)

Cielo Vista 
Apartments

166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 
Applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo
852-3949

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on income for qualifying 

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.

804 State St.
Antonito, Colo. 

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 
2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 
affordable price.Guadalupe Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th

Antonito, Colo.
376-2025

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications 
for 2 & 3  bedroom 
apartments. Family 

living at an affordable 
price. Disabled Unit 

Available.
Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St. 

Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer.

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR RENT: 
at 1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike-
(719)850-1961. (9/6/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4 BEDROOM, 2. 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1975/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (9/24/24)

NICE FURNISHED 
ROOM in ALAMO-
SA. 720 - 436 -5550. 
(9/4/24)

LIGHTLY USED 26’ 
2018 FOREST RIVER 
TOY HAULER, power 
surge protector, power 
jack. $18,600 Call 719-
850-1352. (9/4/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: I have 
been around “Kendra” 
since she was 4. I am 59 
and not married to her 
mother, although we are 
good friends. Kendra 
is 36 now and has an 
8-year-old son. She lives 
with her boyfriend, who is 
the father. They are not 
married. We have a great 
relationship.

 For some reason, over 
the past four months, 
my feelings for Kendra 
have grown into an in-
fatuation. I mean, I have 
always loved her, but now 
I wish I was with her. I 
WANT to be with her. My 
feelings are so strong, I 
would even marry her. I 
know she loves me, but 
I doubt in the way I love 
her now. 

 I don’t want to destroy 
what we have, but it’s 
killing me that I can’t be 
with her. I have jealous 
feelings like a kid. I love 
her very much and would 
never do anything to hurt 
her. I guess I’m just a 
stupid old man thinking 
this way, but I can’t help 
it. I can honestly say I’m 
in love with her. I am 
confused about what I 
need to do. -- LOVING 
HER IN THE EAST

 DEAR LOVING: What 
happened four months 
ago that changed your 
feelings about Kendra 
from the paternal ones 
you have felt for the last 
32 years? If you express 

to her the (lustful) feel-
ings you are harboring, 
you will blow the entire 
family apart. An appro-
priate place to examine 
your feelings would be 
in the office of a licensed 
psychotherapist. Please 
don’t wait.

 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band, “Jake,” tells his 
mother where we plan to 
go and what we plan to do 
on our “date nights.” On 
several occasions, she has 
actually shown up. She 
pretends to be surprised 
when she sees us, asking 
us “what we’re up to.” She 
doesn’t try to sit with us 
or hang around, thank 
goodness, but she’s there, 
watching and listening 
from a short distance. She 
has never liked me, and 
I suspect this is another 
of her passive-aggressive 
ways to get under my 
skin. 

 Our date nights are 
an active effort to try to 
save our marriage. The 
first time she showed up, 
I told Jake I didn’t like it 
and that it better not hap-
pen again. He assured me 
it wouldn’t. I also asked 
him to stop telling her 
where we’re going and 
what we’re going to do. He 
hasn’t done that. He says 
he “can’t” tell his mother 
to leave because it’s a 
public place, and she has 
every right to be there, 
too. What should I do? -- 
HAD IT IN OKLAHOMA

 DEAR HAD IT: If 
you and Jake are serious 
about saving your mar-
riage and not yet in mar-
riage counseling, start 
talking with a licensed 
marriage and family 
therapist NOW. Jake ap-
pears to be a man who 
can’t say no to his mother. 
Your MIL does have a 
right to patronize any 
restaurant she pleases, 
but she should not be hov-
ering over your shoulders. 
A therapist may be able to 
help you get that message 
across to your husband, 
whose priorities appear 
to be skewed. 

 In the meantime, YOU 
should take charge of your 
date nights. Make the 
reservations and tell no 
one where you are going 
-- even your husband. 

Man suddenly smitten with 
woman he’s known for years
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Lifestyle
Back to school means recommended vaccines for preteens too
By RUTH STEFANOS, M.D.

(NAPSI) — As a pediatri-
cian, I hear many questions 
from parents. As their children 
grow from babies to adoles-
cents, so does the number of 
questions they have about how 
to continue protecting their 
kids. This makes sense, since 
we are all navigating a chang-
ing world with social media, 
peer pressure, and more home-
work and scheduled activities. 
Parents are juggling these 
things every day, and the bot-
tom line is that parents want 
to know how they can protect 
their kids.

One of the most important 
things we know to protect your 

kids — now and as they grow — 
is vaccination. While most par-
ents are familiar with getting 
their babies vaccinated, they 
might not realize that there 
are vaccinations specifically for 
preteens that can protect them 
against serious diseases like 
cancer and meningitis.

HPV vaccination is given 
when kids are about 11–12 
years old to protect them from 
ever getting the HPV virus 
that can cause cancers later 
in life. Both preteen boys and 
girls need this vaccine now, be-
fore they are ever exposed to 
the virus. Stopping that virus 
in its tracks can protect them 
from things like cervical cancer 

in women, and head and neck 
cancer in men.

While it can be hard for par-
ents to look at their preteens 
and see the young adult they 
will become, vaccinating them 
now means not having to worry 
about HPV-related cancers as 
they grow up. We know that 
this virus is common — about 
13 million people in the Unit-
ed States, including teens, be-
come infected with HPV each 
year. Every year in the Unit-
ed States, HPV causes about 
36,000 cases of cancer in both 
men and women. This is why I 
strongly recommend that par-
ents vaccinate their kids. I also 
know that the HPV vaccine 

has a reassuring safety record 
that’s backed by over 15 years 
of monitoring and research. 
What’s amaz-
ing is that 
we are really 
starting to 
see the im-
pact of this 
vaccine. HPV 
i n f e c t i o n s 
and cervical 
precancers have dropped sub-
stantially since 2006, when 
HPV vaccines were first used 
in the United States.

I feel very confident telling 
parents that today is the day 
to get their kids protected with 
HPV vaccination. It’s a good 

reminder that while you can’t 
stop kids from growing up, 
you can protect them against 

cancer later. 
Back to school 
healthcare vis-
its are a great 
time to take 
this step to 
protect them. 
Please call to 
schedule your 

kids’ appointment today. You 
can learn more at www.cdc.
gov/HPV. 

Dr. Stefanos is a medical of-
ficer in the Division of Viral 
Diseases, Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven tion (CDC).

Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission 
approves $6.4 million in motorized trail grants

CONTRIBUTED
COLORADO — Colo-

rado Parks and Wildlife’s 
2024 - 2025 OHV Trail 
Grant funding award 
recommendations were 
approved for $6.4 mil-
lion to fund 59 trail proj-
ects across Colorado. The 
grant funding represents 
over 98,000 trail crew 
hours and comes from 
Colorado OHV registra-
tions and the federal 
Recreational Trails Pro-
gram.  

“This is literally OHV 
dollars going right back 
into the trails,” said 
CPW Assistant Director 
of Outdoor Recreation 
and Lands Fletcher Ja-
cobs. “This year we fund-
ed 33 maintenance trail 
crews across the state, 26 
of which are Good Man-
agement crews, which al-
low our federal partners 
at the United State For-
est Service and Bureau 
of Land Management to 
get much needed con-
sistent funding for trail 
crews. We were also ex-
cited to fund 20 weeks of 
youth corps crews that 
helps us to not only pro-
tect resources, but also 
allow young adult corps 
members to be exposed 
to careers in natural re-
sources.” 

Some of the highlights 
from this year’s grant 
award winners include:

• Stay The Trail Edu-
cation & Stewardship Al-
liance Project - $235,711

Funding will be pro-
vided to continue and 
enhance the Stay The 
Trail Campaign which 
promotes responsible 
OHV recreation through 
educational programs, 
stewardship projects, di-
rect user contacts, and 
resource protection/miti-
gation. The campaign 
will also work in border-
ing states in an effort to 
target and educate the 
many out-of-state trail 
users who visit Colorado. 

• Sawyer Training 
2025, Pikes Peak Ranger 
District - $31,648

The U.S. Forest Ser-
vice (USFS) requires all 
individuals operating a 
chainsaw to hold either 
a National Wildland 
Fire Chainsaws (S-212) 
or Developing a Think-
ing Sawyer certification 
to operate a chainsaw 
on Federal Lands. Pikes 
Peak Ranger District 
employees will provide 
four training courses to 
teach and certify sawyers 
(woodcutters) from part-
ners, clubs, volunteers, 
state, or federal agencies, 
so they may operate on 
federal lands. This will 
enable these certified in-
dividuals to do important 
trail work and clear trees 
from Colorado’s OHV 
trails. 

• Megawatt Moto Com-
plex Track Maintenance, 
Northwest Colorado 
Trails Corp (NWCTC) - 
$56,742

The Megawatt Moto 

Track is located in Craig, 
CO. NWCTC has been 
awarded equipment and 
materials necessary to 
provide weekly main-
tenance for practices 
as well as a race-ready 
track. NWCTC provides 
youth and their families 
a location to ride their 
OHVs outdoors and even 
hosts a summer Youth 
Racing Series which just 
concluded this month. 

• Good Management 

Grant, McInnis Canyons 
& Dominguez Escalante 
National Conservation 
Areas (NCA) - $120,000

Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) Grand 
Junction Field Office 
and McInnis Canyons 
& Dominguez-Escalan-
te NCA staff will con-
tinue to provide trail 
maintenance and sig-
nage on approximately 
150 miles of open OHV 
routes located within 

the Cactus Park, Rab-
bit Valley, the Hunt-
ing Grounds, Escalante 
Canyon and Sawmill 
Mesa Recreation Man-
agement Areas. In ad-
dition to maintenance, 
the crew will construct 6 
miles of Ponderosa Loop 
trail that will connect 
the trail system around 
a wildlife closure area 
in accordance with the 
National Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA). 

• Dolores Good Man-
agement Trail Crew, 
Dolores Ranger District 
- $90,000

The San Juan National 
Forest Dolores Ranger 
District’s Trail Crew is 
responsible for the main-
tenance of over 200 miles 
of motorized Forest Ser-
vice trails and has pro-
vided trail stewardship 
for nearly two decades 
as a Good Management 
grant recipient. The 

Trail Crew will continue 
to provide trail mainte-
nance, manage safety 
issues, and address re-
source concerns. 

The Colorado State 
Trails Committee is re-
sponsible for the review 
process for the trail 
grant applications and 
makes recommendations 
to the Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife Commission 
regarding funding for 
grants.
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