
San Luis Valley
Early Iron Festival

— Page 6

Lady Mean Moose
slow the Mustangs down

— Inside today’s Valley Courier

Today's Issue Sponsored By:

FRIDAY EDITION   |   WWW.ALAMOSANEWS.COM VOLUME 98, NO. 138

$1August 30, 2024LOCAL NEWS... LOCAL VIEWS

Record ....................... Page 2
Valley News ............... Page 3
Opinion ...................... Page 4
Lifestyle ..... Pages 5, 7, and 12
Sports ........................ Page 6
Public Notice .............. Page 8
Classifieds ...... Pages 9 and 10 
Comics ...................... Page 11

INSIDEINSIDE

SLV WEATHERSLV WEATHER

SLVSLV
Today!Today!

■ See PROJECT page 3

■ See EL POMAR page 3

Visit our website

Showers Likely 80/51

Wed: Sun/Clouds       
85/ 48

Thurs: Cloudy 84 / 46

MONTE VISTA — The 4-H 
Foundation yard sale has 
been continued to Sunday, 
Sept. 1, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at 247 Bronk St., Monte Vista.

The yard sale raised nearly 
$4,000 the previous weekend 
and organizers have extended 
it because they still have “lots 
of good stuff.”

Prices will be reduced 24-50 
percent on all the remaining 
items, except for the large 
furniture pieces. Proceeds from 
the event will go toward the 
foundation’s efforts to support 
4-H in the San Luis Valley.

Navajo 
dancers at 
Great Sand 

Dunes
GREAT SAND DUNES 

NATI O NAL PAR K AN D 
PRESERVE — On Saturday, 
Aug. 31, Great Sand Dunes 
is hosting Navajo historian 
Shawn Price and the Dineh 
Tah’ Navajo Dancers for two 
special presentations:

• At 3 p.m. in the Visitor 
Center Auditorium, join Price 
for a 45-minute talk about the 
profound significance of tribal 
treaties.

• At 6:30 p.m. at the park’s 
outdoor Amphitheater, the 
Dineh Tah’ Navajo Dancers 
will  present traditional 
dances, weather permitting. 

SHC Bake Sale 
is Aug. 31

ALAMOSA — The annual 
Sacred Heart Church Fall 
Bake Sale begins at 7 a.m. on 
Aug. 31 at Cole Park via the 
2nd Street entrance. It will be 
stocked with all the favorites 
– cookies, breads, muffins, 
brownies, candies, pies and 
tortillas. A Baker’s Delight, 
an assortment plate, will be 
available to purchase. All 
proceeds go toward repairs 
of Faistl Hall.

4-H 
Foundation 

yard sale 
continues

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — Longtime San 

Luis Valley newspaper pub-
lisher Keith R. Cerny has an-
nounced his retirement after 
32 years here.

“When we purchased the 
company a year ago, Keith 
informed us he planned to re-
tire in six months,” said John 
Elchert, chief operating officer 
for San Luis Valley Publish-
ing, LLC. “We are grateful 
that he agreed to stay on for a 
full year.

“We thank him for his good 

work with us in the transition, 
and for his many years of com-
mitment to the community and 
our industry.”

Cerny, 68, has overseen 
newspaper and digital media 
operations for the daily Val-
ley Courier and the six week-
ly newspapers and Lifestyles 
shopper during his SLV ten-
ure. He previously managed 
newspapers in Wyoming and 
Nebraska and served as a divi-
sion manager for News Media 
Corporation over papers in Col-
orado, Wyoming, Arizona and 

Oregon.
“I plan to stay involved in the 

SLV community and continue 
to volunteer my time for vari-
ous groups I’m already serv-
ing,” Cerny said. “And hope-
fully spend more time in our 
second home in Creede.”

Keith’s wife Debra Sowards-
Cerny will continue in her role 
as advertising manager at the 
Courier assisting customers 
with their print and digital ad-
vertising needs.

Keith Cerny announces retirement

Keith R. Cerny

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — An ac-

cident involving a semi-
truck into a power pole 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
Aug. 28, caused parts 
of Center to be without 
power and internet, ac-
cording to Facebook 
posts by the Center Con-
solidated School District 
and the San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Coopera-
tive.

The accident was at the 
corner of 4th and Broad-
way streets near CCSD’s 
preschool at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. CCSD re-
ported that no students 
or staff were injured, but 
that preschool students 

of the district were being 
released at the kinder-
garten for pickup rather 
than the usual designat-
ed area.

SLV REC announced 
they were providing “mu-
tual aid” to the town and 
working to get power 
restored and that Ciello 
was working on the in-
ternet.

Power and internet 

Semi-truck accident causes power outage in Center

San Luis Valle Rural Elec-
tric provided ‘mutual aid’ 
to Center on Wednesday, 

Aug. 28, after a semi-
accident caused a power 

outage. 

SLV REC Facebook photo

■ See POWER page 3

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
ALAMOSA — About 

40 people attended the 
second public meeting 
regarding the Alamosa 
Riverfront Project held by 
the Rio Grande Headwa-
ters Restoration Project 
on Aug. 27.

The meeting was a ca-
sual affair, with dinner 
served and presentations 
made regarding the plan. 
The project proposes to 
increase recreational op-
portunities along the Rio 
Grande at Cole Park and 
restore and maintain riv-
er habitat.

Cassandra McCuen 
told the Valley Courier, 
“At our first meeting we 
had about 55 people at-
tend and tonight we 
have about 35 and I’m 
impressed with that. We 
also have people filling 
out online surveys. We 

Courier photo by John Waters
The Alamosa Riverfront Project held a public outreach meeting on Aug. 27. Seated in the foreground from left to right are 
Diana Jones, Alamosa School District Superintendent, Luis Murillo, ASD Assistant Superintendent, Ty Coleman, Mayor of 
Alamosa, Charlie Griego, former Alamosa City Council Member, and Erin Minks with Senator Michael Bennet’s office. 

Alamosa Riverfront Project reels in public input

Courier photo by John Waters
Shooting Stars Cultural and Leadership Center in Alamosa is one of fif-
teen recipients of grant funds in the San Luis Valley from the El Pomar 
Foundation of Colorado Springs. 

El Pomar awards $114,000 to 15 organizations in the SLV
STAFF REPORT

COLORADO SPRINGS 
— Fifteen non-profits and gov-
ernment agencies in the San 
Luis Valley have been awarded 
grants from the El Pomar Foun-
dation, totaling $114,000.

Thirteen of the grants were 
awarded based on recommenda-
tions from El Pomar’s San Luis 
Valley Regional Council, which 
recommends grants in Alamosa, 
Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio 
Grande, and Saguache counties. 
Council members are regional 
leaders in the business, non-
profit, and public sectors and 
provide first-hand information 

about current needs in their own 
communities.

The remaining two grants 
were awarded due to a competi-
tive process.

The 13 grant recipients rec-
ommended by the SLV Regional 
Council include Alpine Achiev-
ers Initiative in Alamosa, which 
received $10,000 for Support-
ing Health Initiatives for Next-
Generation Educators program 
and $1,000 for general operating 
support.

The Boys and Girls Clubs of 
the San Luis Valley in Alamosa 
was awarded $1,000 for general 
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Dale Jaramillo
Antonito resident Dale Jaramillo passed away peacefully on Aug. 28, 2024. Ar-

rangements are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home 
of Alamosa.

Julia Garcia
Alamosa resident Julia Garcia was called home on Aug. 28, 2024. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa.

LA JARA – Alan Wade 
Peterson, a cherished fa-
ther, devoted farmer, 
and a man known for his 
wisdom, creativity, and 
thoughtfulness, passed 
away peacefully on Aug. 
27, 2024, in La Jara, 
Colo. Born on April 27, 
1956, in Denver, Colo., 
Alan’s life was one rooted 
in the principles of hard 
work, family, and the 
simple joys of life.

Alan grew up in the 
scenic surroundings of 
La Jara, where he was 
born to Robert Wade 
and Mildred Eleanor Pe-
terson. Though he was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and his sister, 
Roberta Weis, Alan’s 
legacy continues through 
his sons, Michael Willis 
and Aaron Wade Peter-
son, who remain in La 
Jara, embodying the val-
ues he instilled in them.

A lifelong farmer, Alan 
had an innate connec-
tion to the land and a 
profound respect for the 
rhythms of nature. His 
work on the farm was 
not just a job but a way of 
life that he deeply loved. 
Alan’s relationship with 
the earth was a testa-
ment to his character — 
steady, nurturing, and 
always looking forward 
to the next harvest.

Beyond the fields, Al-

an’s passions were as 
diverse as they were en-
gaging. He was an avid 
motorcyclist, feeling 
most free with the wind 
against his face on the 
open roads of Colorado. 
His hands, so accustomed 
to the soil, also found joy 
in the delicate craft of 
model radio-controlled 
airplanes, a hobby that 
showcased his creative 
spirit and meticulous at-
tention to detail.

Alan’s love for the out-
doors extended to the 
greens of the golf course 
and the tranquility of 
camping in nature’s 
embrace. These activi-
ties were not just pas-
times but also moments 
where he connected with 
friends, family, and the 
world around him in pro-
found ways.

As a father, Alan was 
full of wisdom and guid-
ance. He was actively in-
volved in his sons’ lives, 
teaching them with a 
gentle hand and a gen-
erous heart. His pride 
in their achievements 
was as boundless as the 
Colorado sky, and he was 
known to share stories 
of their successes with a 
warm, beaming smile.

Alan’s life was a tapes-
try woven with the love 
of his family, the respect 
for his work, and the pur-
suit of his passions. As 
the sun sets on his final 
chapter, we are remind-
ed of the enduring im-
pact of a life well-lived. 
Alan’s memory will be 
treasured in the hearts 
of those he leaves be-
hind, and his spirit will 
continue to inspire us as 
we look to the fields he 
cherished and the skies 
he navigated with his 
planes.

A graveside service to 
honor Alan’s life will be 
held on Monday, Sept. 2, 
2024, at 10 a.m. at San-
ford Cemetery.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in the care of the 
arrangements. To leave 
online condolences, trib-
utes, and words of com-
fort for Alan’s family, 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com.

Alan Wade Peterson

Longtime Monte Vista 
resident Leola Roberts, 
95, died May 24, 2024, at 
her home in Monte Vista.

Leola’s life began in 
Monte Vista, Colo., on 
Sept. 5, 1928, the daugh-
ter to Delbert Stillings 
and Blanche M. Jones 
Stillings.  She married 
James Roberts on Nov. 
6, 1949, at the Christian 
Church in Monte Vista.  
They enjoyed over 63 
years until his death in 
2012.

She was as member of 
the Order of Easter Star 
for over 59 years, and a 
part of Beta Sigma Phi 
for over 72 years, and a 
member of the Daugh-
ter’s of the American 
Revolution. 

Leola is survived by 
her son Edward Roberts 
of Monte Vista; her sis-
ter Lorraine Holland of 
Dallas, Texas; her grand-
daughter-in-law Kelly 

Roberts of Arvada, Colo.; 
as well as numerous 
nieces, nephews, extend-
ed family and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
her husband, her daugh-
ter Nancy Roberts, her 
grandson Michael Rob-
erts, her siblings: Charles 
Stillings, Maurice Still-
ings, Lois Barton, and 
Cynthia Fischer.

Cremation was chosen 
and a Memorial Ser-
vice will be held Friday, 

Sept. 6, 2024, at the Rog-
ers Family Mortuary, 
404 Morris St. in Monte 
Vista.  Interment will 
take place in the Monte 
Vista Cemetery.  Contri-
butions are suggested to 
Shriners Children’s Hos-
pital at https://donate.
lovetotherescue.org, or to 
Scottish Rite Foundation 
of Colorado at https://
scottishritefoundation.
org/donations/

If you would like to 
participate electronically 
in the Celebration of Life 
for Leola on Friday, Sept. 
6, at 10 a.m., please use 
the following link in-
formation to join us on 
Zoom:

Meeting ID: 858 5971 
9233

Passcode: 610486
To leave online condo-

lences, words of comfort, 
or tributes for Blanche’s 
family, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com.

Leola Roberts

Courtesy photo
The Alamosa Police Department released this enhanced 
photo of a person-of-interest in an armed robbery from 
March of 2023.

Costilla County offices 
closed due to threat

STAFF REPORT
SAN LUIS — Cos-

tilla County offices were 
closed for the day on 
Thursday, Aug. 29, af-
ter an email threatening 
physical violence against 
the Planning and Zoning 
Office was received.

Costilla County Sher-
iff Danny Sanchez told 
the Valley Courier the 
threat was received at 
about 10 a.m. and that 
his office was investigat-
ing the matter. Sanchez 
said there is a person of 
interest in the case, and 

he was unable to provide 
specifics.

The offices are sched-
uled to reopen today. 
Anyone with information 
regarding this matter 
should call the Sheriff’s 
Department at 719-672-
3302.

Town of Antonito 
Labor Day Festival
CONTRIBUTED

ANTONITO—An-
tonito will celebrate La-
bor Day on Saturday, 
Aug. 31, with a full day 
of fun activities.

Starting at 8 a.m., 

there will be a free com-
munity pancake break-
fast followed by a pa-
rade at 11 a.m.

The live band, Old 
School will play from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Local 

musician Fabian Mon-
toya takes the stage 
at 4 p.m. Sol Boys will 
play from 6 to 9:00 p.m. 
The annual fireworks 
display follows the Sol 
Boys.

APD seeking public’s help 
in identifying suspect

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA – The Ala-

mosa Police Department 
has released an enhanced 
photo of a person-of-inter-
est in an armed robbery 
from March of 2023. 

On March 31, 2023, at 
approximately 9 p.m., 
APD officers were noti-
fied of an armed robbery 
that occurred at the Alta 
Station at 3213 Main St. 
in Alamosa. The suspect, 
who is described as His-
panic, 5-foot-8 to 6-foot, 
and light skinned, pre-
sented a knife and took 
an undisclosed amount of 
cash. 

At the time of the rob-
bery, detectives obtained 
video evidence, but the 
video’s quality was not 
discernable enough to 
provide details on the 
suspect. Detectives sent 
the video to an outside 
agency that enhanced it 
with advanced technology 
and provided this photo-
graph.

If you have information 
on this robbery or can 
identify the suspect in 
the photograph, contact 
APD Detective Brandon 
Bertsch at 719-589-2548.   

By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

The Colorado Legisla-
ture gave final approval 
on Thursday morning to 
a property tax deal bill 
that will give some re-
lief to homeowners and 
prevent a pair of conse-
quential initiatives from 
heading to voters in No-
vember.

The state Senate voted 
30-4 in favor of the bill. 
It cleared the House on 
Wednesday morning 
with a 45-18 vote. Both 
votes were largely bipar-
tisan.

Sen. Mark Baisley, a 
Woodland Park Repub-
lican, and Democratic 
Sens. Nick Hinrichsen 
of Pueblo, Sonya Jaquez 
Lewis of Longmont and 
Lisa Cutter of Littleton 
voted against it.

Shortly after the Sen-
ate vote, both chambers 
adjourned the four-day 
special session. The bill 
now heads to Gov. Jared 
Polis’ desk to be signed 
into law, but he has 
pledged not to do so un-
til Initiatives 108 and 50 
are withdrawn from the 
ballot.

Advance Colorado and 
Colorado Concern prom-
ised they would pull the 
initiatives if the Legis-
lature passed the deal. 
Those initiatives, if 
passed by voters, would 
sharply reduce residen-
tial assessment rates and 
put a 4% annual growth 
cap on property tax rev-
enue. The resulting cuts 
would have provided sav-
ings to homeowners, but 
also would have jeopar-
dized funding for public 
schools, fire districts and 
other local taxing bodies.

Polis called the spe-
cial session to pass leg-
islation that would sat-
isfy initiative supporters 
and provide additional 
property tax relief to 
the state’s homeowners, 
who are facing spiking 
tax bills as home values 
rise. Initiatives 108 and 
50 would result in a $2.4 
billion tax cut, compared 
to the $255 million cuts 
the deal bill provides.

“Let’s get what I be-
lieve to be the best deal 

that we can do right now 
for homeowners, seniors, 
small businesses, for all 
property owners and lo-
cal governments,” Sen. 
Barbara Kirkmeyer, a 
Weld County Republican 
who sponsored the bill, 
said ahead of the final 
Senate vote. “I am not 
willing to roll the dice 
and still not willing to 
gamble people’s future.”

The bill builds off a 
$1.3 billion tax cut that 
lawmakers approved 
during their regular ses-
sion earlier this year. It 
trims residential assess-
ment rates, extends rate 
cuts to some non-resi-
dential properties and 
puts two-year revenue 
growth caps on local gov-
ernments and school dis-
tricts.

The state sets assess-
ment rates for prop-
erty taxes, but city and 
county governments, 
school districts and spe-
cial jurisdictions like fire 
or sewer districts deter-
mine local rates by set-
ting mill levies. The ef-
fect of the bill will vary 
on where a homeowner 
lives and how much their 
property is worth.

An analysis from the 
left-leaning Bell Policy 
Center predicts that an 
average Denver County 
homeowner will save an 
additional $72 annually 
because of the special 
session bill, on top of 
$343 in savings from the 
regular session bill. An 
average Pueblo County 
homeowner will see an-
other $39 reduction and 
a Weld County home-
owner will get $47 off.

“Today’s vote marks 
a huge win for Colorado 
taxpayers who have been 
hit with 30 percent aver-
age property tax increas-
es,” Advance Colorado 
President Michael Fields 
said in a statement. “For 
two years, we have said 
the solution taxpayers 
need is to cut taxes sig-
nificantly and then put a 
cap in place so Colorado 
can avoid this crisis in 
the future. This bill gets 
that job done.”

Representatives from 
Advance Colorado and 

Colorado Concern helped 
negotiate the deal ahead 
of the special session, 
but no one from either 
organization publicly 
testified during commit-
tee hearings for the bill 
this week.

Initiative proponents 
say they are coordinat-
ing with the governor’s 
office for the timing of a 
bill signing and initia-
tive withdrawal. They 
have until Sept. 6 to do 
so.

Opposition to the bill 
was primarily over the 
circumstance of the ses-
sion — to appease those 
conservative groups over 
their desire for further 
property tax relief — and 
a lack of legislative focus 
for owners of low-value 
homes, renters and peo-
ple with lower incomes. 
Lawmakers who voted 
against it were also con-
cerned with how further 
property tax cuts would 
impact special districts, 
especially fire districts.

Lawmakers also ap-
proved a bill that would 
make a property tax ex-
emption for agricultural 
equipment permanent.

The Legislature will 
reconvene for its 2025 
regular session in Janu-
ary. It’s makeup will be 
determined by Novem-
ber elections, but Demo-
crats are favored to hold 
on to the majority in both 
chambers.

Colorado lawmakers wrap up 
special session on property 
taxes, pass compromise bill
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services were restored 
around 6 p.m. according 
to SLV REC and Ciello, 
but they also warned 
residents that they may 
still experience service 
interruptions while they 
made permanent repairs. 

Center resident Barba-
ra Ulibarri spoke about 
the outages and how 
it was worrisome to be 
without power.

“I was at work when 
we heard what hap-
pened,” she said. “We 
were without power for a 
couple of minutes before 
our generator kicked on, 
so we had some power to 
our building. I left work 
and went home and had 
no power at home. A 
neighbor told me that 
she heard that we might 
be without power for up 

to 24 hours. I decided to 
go to town to purchase 
something for dinner 
that wouldn’t have to be 
cooked, and when I got 
home, the power had 

been fully restored.”
Ulibarri said that pow-

er was restored around 
5:20 p.m. Ulibarri said 
she was worried that 
Center would be without 

power overnight.
“Thank goodness that 

didn’t happen,” she said. 
Information about why 

the accident occurred has 
not been released. 

SLV REC Facebook photo
San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative works on downed power poles in Center on 
Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 28. 

have received great feed-
back, and our engineers 
are already incorporating 
that with all the construc-
tive feedback. We will in-
corporate the feedback 
from tonight.”

Quinn Donnelly is a 
river engineer with Riv-
erRestoration and is 
working on the project. 
His expertise includes 
open channel hydraulics 
and fish passage design. 
As part of the strategy to 
help fish in the river, he 
and others are working 
on in-stream habitat im-
provements.

Donnelly said, “In the 
river, certain native fish 
have preferences for cer-
tain types of habitat, 
including slow-moving 
areas that are shallow 
and warmer. With the le-
vee system, a lot of that 
habitat is gone. We want 
to put more of that back. 
Downstream on the east 
side of the river (river 
left) and upstream, on the 
west side of the river, we 
will put that back, too.”

JUB Engineering is a 
sub-consultant of River 
Restoration and has been 
working on civil and agri-
culture engineering and 
landscape architectural 
work.

“The current estimated 
project cost is $3.5 mil-
lion-$4.5 million, which 
includes a healthy contin-
gency to account for infla-

tion of construction costs 
over the years. The cost 
estimate may change as 
we modify design elements 
based on the public’s feed-
back, though I don’t fore-
see it changing significant-
ly,” according to McCuen.

Lisa Lucero said, “SLV 
AHEC’s (San Luis Val-
ley Area Health Educa-
tion) Mi Salud y Mi Fa-
milia promotora program 
helped amplify voices of 
Latino residents during 
the 2022 City of Alamosa 
Outdoor Recreation Sur-
vey, thereby providing 
valuable insights for the 
riverfront project.

“To date, SLV AHEC 
has informed 2022 survey 
participants about the 
river project and commu-
nity meeting and reached 
out to other under-repre-
sented residents.

“Surveys and commu-
nity meetings in the SLV 
often feel extractive. This 
initiative has shown the 
community their voices 
are powerful and can 
bring about meaningful 
change – changes we have 
already seen in action.”

McCuen summed up 
the evening with, “I’m re-
ally proud to be part of a 
community that shows up 
for these meetings and 
takes ownership in this.”

There will be a final 
public outreach meeting 
in January.

For more information 
on the Alamosa River-
front Project, visit www. 
riograndeheadwaters.
org/alamosa-riverfront.

operating support. 
The Center for Restor-

ative Programs in Alamo-
sa was awarded $3,000 for 
mental health resilience 
initiatives in the Alamosa 
School District and the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of 
the San Luis Valley plus 
$1,000 for general operat-
ing support.

The Colorado Nonprof-
it Development Center 
in Denver was awarded 
$10,000 for Antonito 
Together youth mental 
health programs and 
$1,000 for Antonito To-
gether general operating 
support.

The Early Childhood 
Council of the San Luis 
Valley in Alamosa was 
awarded $5,000 for the 
Cozy Corners Program 
and $1,000 for general 
operating support.

HadaNou Collective 

in Denver was awarded 
$10,000 for Shooting 
Stars Cultural and Lead-
ership Center, Five Star 
Riders Car Club and 
$1,000 for Shooting Stars 
Cultural and Leadership 
Center operating support.

High Valley Com-
munity Center, Inc in 
Del Norte was awarded 
$2,000 for pilot walk-
ing club for youth in af-
terschool programs and 
$1,000 for operating sup-
port.

La Puente Home, Inc. 
in Alamosa was award-
ed $10,000 for PALS 
Children’s program and 
$1,000 for operating sup-
port.

Monte Vista Com-
munity Fund, Inc. was 
awarded $7,500 for Mon-
te Vista Kids Connection 
afterschool programs and 
$1,000 for Monte Vista 
Kids Connection general 
operating support. 

Northerners Senior 
Citizens Association, Inc. 

in La Jara was awarded 
$4,000 for furniture and 
equipment.

San Luis Valley Area 
Health Education Cen-
ter, Inc. in Alamosa was 
awarded $10,000 for 
Home Instruction for 
Parents with Preschool 
Youngsters program sup-
plies and $1,000 for gen-
eral operating support.

San Luis Valley Board 
of Cooperative Educa-
tional Services in Alamo-
sa was awarded $2,500 
for San Luis Valley Foun-
dations Academy play 
equipment plus $1,000 
for San Luis Valley Foun-
dations Academy general 
operating support.

Valley-Wide Health 
Systems, Inc. in Alamosa 
was awarded $3,000 for 
expansion of behavioral 
health services for youth 
and families and $1,000 
for general operating sup-
port. 

The recipients of com-
petitive grants include 

Tomorrow’s Bread of 
Monte Vista, which re-
ceived $5,000 for general 
operating support and 
Valley Citizens Foun-
dation for Health Care, 
Inc. in Del Norte, which 
was awarded $20,000 for 
Wellness Center Complex 
equipment.

Founded by Spencer 
and Julie Penrose in 
1937, the El Pomar Foun-
dation has an established 
legacy of general-purpose 
grant making. The com-
petitive process remains 
the Foundation’s primary 
vehicle for organizations 
to receive funding.

To increase impact and 
establish connections 
across the entire state, 
the Regional Partner-
ships program was es-
tablished in 2003. Each 
of the Foundation’s 11 
regional councils advises 
El Pomar Trustees and 
recommends grants to 
help support its commu-
nities.

The Larry Holder Exercise 
and Cancer Survivorship 
program is still accepting 
participants through 
Tuesday, Sept. 3, for the 
fall 2024 session. All cancer 
survivors ages 18 years or 
older are welcome regardless 
of gender, type, or stage of 
cancer. There is no cost to the 
participant, but completing 
the entire twelve weeks of 
the study is crucial to ensure 
accurate research data is 
obtained. The study consists 
of one week of pre-testing 
by appointment Sept. 3-6, 
followed by 10 weeks of 
exercise programming, with 
post-testing starting the 
week of Nov. 18. For more 
information, or to register 
for the fall program, contact 
the Adams State Kinesiology 
Department program 
coordinator Ally Miles at 
303-519-9932, milesaj@
adams.edu, or Abby Adiong 
at adiongar@adams.edu.

Photo courtesy of Adams State University

By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

Eli Bremer and a group 
of newly selected leaders 
in the Colorado Republi-
can Party are moving for-
ward with plans to rectify 
the “damage” done by the 
previous members of the 
executive board, even as 
those same people reject 
the results of the party 
central committee vote 
that sought to oust them, 
Bremer said.

“I don’t believe they will 
go quickly or peacefully. 
We’re expecting them to 
exhaust all of their legal 
resources,” Bremer told 
Colorado Newsline.

Bremer was elected 
chair by a group of Colora-
do Republican Party cen-
tral committee members 
on Aug. 24 right after that 
group voted to remove for-
mer state Rep. Dave Wil-
liams as head of the party. 
It was the culmination of 
a months-long effort by 
a pair of disenchanted 
Republicans to get rid of 
Williams and his execu-
tive committee. The group 
also voted to remove and 
replace the party’s vice 
chair and secretary dur-
ing the meeting.

The result is that 
Bremer and Williams are 
simultaneously calling 
themselves the duly elect-
ed chair of the state GOP.

Williams, who was 
elected to the chairman-
ship in March 2023, has 
called the Aug. 24 meeting 
illegitimate, leaning on an 
opinion from a parliamen-
tarian who has worked 
with the national Repub-
lican party. An Aug. 31 
meeting in Castle Rock, 
William says, is the only 
valid venue for a vote on 

his removal to take place.
“Your State Party Lead-

ership will respect the 
results of August 31st no 
matter how you choose to 
move forward. You’re the 
boss,” Williams wrote in 
an email to Republicans 
on Wednesday.

An emailed agenda lists 
an item for “Consideration 
of Removal of Elected Offi-
cers” at the Aug. 31 meet-
ing.

But Bremer’s camp 
claims their meeting and 
subsequent election are 
legally sound and follow 
party bylaws. El Paso 
County Republican Party 
Vice Chair Todd Watkins 
and Jefferson County 
Republican Party Chair 
Nancy Pallozzi gathered 
enough signatures to force 
a meeting to consider Wil-
liams’ leadership, they 
say. At that meeting, an 
overwhelming majority of 
the credentialed members 
present — about 180 peo-
ple of the 400-plus central 
committee membership 
— decided to remove Wil-
liams. They also voted to 
cancel the Aug. 31 meet-
ing.

Bremer, former chair of 
the El Paso County Repub-
lican Party, does not have 
access to the state party’s 
bank account, Greenwood 
Village headquarters or 
official email. That is not 
preventing him, however, 
from reaching out to Re-
publican candidates and 
campaigns and acting as 
chair.

“There will be a fight in 
court at every step of the 
way. They will have to be 
evicted. They’re basically 
squatters at this point,” 
he said of Williams and 
the ousted executive com-

mittee.
“We don’t need to get the 

email account. I have the 
email list of all the chairs 
in the state and we’re al-
ready communicating. So 
whether it comes from my 
personal email or the one 
that says ‘Chairman of 
GOP,’ they know I’m the 
chairman,” he said.

He has set up what he 
calls a “satellite” office 
in Colorado Springs and 
is working with county 
chairs to order yard signs 
and handouts for former 
President Donald Trump’s 
campaign. He sees his 
role as working with and 
supporting candidates so 
Republicans are elected 
this November, and he 
has met with the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee to begin coor-
dinated efforts.

The NRCC has its eyes 
on Colorado’s 8th Congres-
sional District, where Re-
publican state Rep. Gabe 
Evans is running against 
Democratic incumbent 
U.S. Rep. Yadira Caraveo. 
Under Williams, the Colo-
rado GOP endorsed and 
financially supported pri-
mary candidates, includ-
ing Evans’ opponent, for 
the first time.

The NRCC recognizes 
the results of the Aug. 24 
meeting and Bremer as 
chair.

“(Candidates) feel like 
they’re always looking be-
hind them to see if they’re 
going to get stabbed in the 
back, and they’re wait-
ing for that email to come 
from the state party that 
is going to derail them for 
the day and cost them do-
nors,” Bremer said.

The state party has sent 
a series of emails under 

Williams’ leadership that 
target LGBTQ people, in-
cluding a message in June 
that railed against Pride 
Month and encouraged 
people to burn Pride flags. 
Many elected officials and 
other Republicans encour-
aged Williams to step 
down in the wake of that 
email. Then, this month, 
the party sent another 
email misgendering and 
deadnaming a Democratic 
state Senate candidate 
without approval from the 
Republican in the race.

“It’s as if they were trying 
to cause problems for our 

candidates,” Bremer said.
The Republican Na-

tional Committee could 
become the arbitrators 
of the issue, as they did 
in Michigan earlier this 
year when a former state 
party chair did not ac-
cept the results of a vote 
to remove her from office. 
In that case, the RNC for-
mally recognized former 
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra 
as state party chair about 
one month after mem-
bers voted out Kristina 
Karamo. A court then af-
firmed Hoekstra as chair. 
Karamo is appealing the 

decision.
The RNC still listed 

Williams as state chair as 
of 3 p.m. Wednesday.

In an email to party 
members Wednesday, 
Williams wrote that he 
plans to file criminal 
charges against Bremer 
and his allies over a “false 
social media post of (his) 
account that attempted to 
mislead our members and 
the public.”

It is unclear what the 
social media post con-
sisted of. Williams did not 
immediately return a re-
quest for comment.

Eli Bremer, Dave Williams both assert 
themselves as Colorado GOP chair

Exercise and Cancer Survivorship 
program still accepting participants
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It is with tremen-

dous sadness that I 
must tell you that my 
dearest friend and 
companion, Mr. Coo-
per, has passed to the 
great beyond. He was 
my constant compan-
ion and a friend like 
no other, so my miss-
ing him is the great-
est understatement of 
the century. 

Some 14 plus years 
ago my wife of 30 years decided to leave 
our marriage. It was the hardest thing I 
have ever gone through in my life, and I 
was buried in the depths of a depression 
that can only be described as a deep, 
dark hole from hell. One thing about Ol’ 
Dutch is that when he loves someone or 
something, it’s the deepest form of the 
expression and so my loss was seemingly 
more than I could stand.

My daughter Cricket, seeing how dis-
traught I had become, hatched a plan to 
give me some purpose for living. For you 
see I had recently been hurt very badly 
at work ending my career, so I had noth-
ing to do and nothing to look forward to 
each day.

She had a small Yorkie female, and 
that dog had miraculously given birth 
to seven of the smallest puppies you 
ever saw, each one smaller than a tiny 
mouse. Cricket and her husband took 
infinite care of the wee little creatures. 
Since I lived close, Ol’ Dutch got to see 
them almost daily.

There was one little puppy that stood 
out from the rest as he was always in 
trouble. He would get in the self-waterer 
and dig until it covered the floors. In the 
midst of being ornery, though, he also 

Cooper the 
wonder dog

had dignity and courage. Cricket named 
him “Cooper” for Gary Cooper because 
he reminded her of a Western hero. She 
fell in love with him and didn’t want him 
to go to a stranger’s home, and that’s 
how Cooper ended up with me.

She was right in her observation that 
it did give me a purpose every day to 
take care of him, and he of me. From 
that time on there was not a moment 
when Cooper was not with me. He went 
everywhere including church, stores, 
restaurants, ball games, vacations and 
anything in between. I soon loved him 
more than even myself and my policy be-
came “if Cooper was not welcome, well 
then I didn’t go.”

Because of that constant care and 
companionship, he became well-adjust-
ed to being in crowds and with people. It 
was easy to take him places and people 
accepted him being around. He was al-
ways on his best behavior, never caus-

ing a scene. He learned to perch on my 
shoulder like a parrot as I went into 
stores or fished or hunted for hours on 
end. Of course, that brought Ol’ Dutch 
a lot of conversation from passersby in a 
time when I was so lonely.

We moved to Colorado shortly after 
he came to live with me and the house 
we lived in was up high on a mountain 
surrounded by forests and wild animals. 
Not your typical Yorkie, even by this 
time he loved to chase the bear that vis-
ited nightly and so began the fearless 
life of a little dog.

Nothing was off limits to him outdoors 
and he loved to go fishing and fetch any 
fish I happened to land. Grouse hunting 
also was a favorite of his and he would 
fetch them if given half a chance after Ol’ 
Dutch had brought them to the ground.

Everywhere we went Cooper was 
loved and people wanted to pet him. In 
Las Vegas once, I walked the Strip with 

him sitting on my shoulder and by the 
time we got to the opposite sidewalk, 
strangers were already chanting, “Coo-
per!” and wanting photos with him. He 
put up with all of that like a King taking 
admiration from loyal followers.

Many tears have flowed over the loss 
of my friend, and I do not believe I can 
ever again own a dog as he was simply 
the best friend I have ever had and can-
not be replaced. Now that he is gone, I 
realize how much pain he carried for me 
all these 14 years and it was a huge job 
and burden for such a little guy, but he 
never complained.

Godspeed, my dearest friend. See you 
on the other side. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.com. 
Additional news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

By BYRON YORK
Vice President Kamala Harris has 

done an impressive job lowering the 
bar on the question of how she will 
communicate her views to the Ameri-
can people. As you know, Harris has 
not done an interview since a group of 
backroom Democratic Party insiders 
muscled President Joe Biden out of the 
race on July 21, leading to Harris’ in-
stant elevation to Democratic nominee 
the next day. Yes, she has taken a few 
softball questions from her traveling 
press corps, but nothing of any conse-
quence. Needless to say, Harris has not 
done a news conference to take ques-
tions from reporters over an extended 
period of time. 

There are two reasons behind Har-
ris’ strategy. One, she’s not a good ex-
temporaneous speaker. Why showcase 
her weakness? And two, staying away 
from the traditional venue for commu-
nication and scrutiny -- that is, inter-
actions with the press -- has allowed 
Harris aides to float the idea that she 
has changed positions and moved to 
the center from her failed run for the 
Democratic nomination in 2019, when 
she was solidly in the progressive lane 
of the party. By using aides to float her 
new positions, she can put out word 
without putting her own face on it, 
leaving the impression that she has 
changed views without actually saying 
so.

On Aug. 8, Harris was asked when 
she would do an interview. “I want us 
to get an interview scheduled before 
the end of the month,” she answered. 
Her answer had an odd feeling to it, as 
if she had deigned to take a few ques-
tions, but not anytime soon. The cam-
paign has not given any further infor-
mation about the interview, although 
there aren’t that many days left in the 

month.
You would think the press would be 

up in arms about this. Instead, many 
journalists have accepted Harris’ gam-
bit at face value. News programs are 
filled with speculation about The Inter-
view -- When will it be? Who will Har-
ris choose to do it? What will she say? 
On some news outlets, the conversation 
is more about a single, unannounced 
interview than it is about news confer-
ences, multiple interviews and daily 
access -- what should be happening in a 
normal campaign.

On the other part of Harris’s strate-
gy, the obfuscation of policy, Harris has 
succeeded spectacularly. There is now a 
media consensus that Harris has mod-
erated some of her most left-leaning po-
sitions of the past, even though Harris 
herself has not announced any specific 
change. It has all been done by anony-
mous aides. Does that carry the weight 
of a statement from the candidate her-
self? Of course it doesn’t. If Harris has 
really changed her views, rather than 
send up a trial balloon via a campaign 
aide, she should tell the voters herself.

An example of how this works took 
place on ABC’s “This Week.” Republi-
can Sen. Tom Cotton of Arkansas told 
the moderator, ABC’s Jonathan Karl, 
that in the coming campaign, former 
President Donald Trump is “going to 
draw a sharp contrast with Kamala 
Harris, who has supported things like 
decriminalizing illegal immigration or 
giving taxpayer-funded health insur-
ance to illegal aliens or taking away 
health insurance on the job for 170 
million Americans, banning gas cars, 
confiscating firearms. These are all -- “

Karl interrupted. “What do you 
mean taking away health insurance? 
What are you talking about?” Cotton 
responded that Harris “said when she 

ran for president that she wants to 
eliminate private health insurance on 
the job of 170 million Americans.” Karl 
said, “I mean, that is not her position 
now.”

“How do you know that’s not her 
position?” Cotton asked. “How do you 
know that’s not her position?” Karl 
answered that Harris has “said she no 
longer supports ‘Medicare for All.’”

“She has not said that,” Cotton re-
sponded. “She has not said that. She 
has not said that. Maybe anonymous 
aides on a Friday night have said that 
...” Indeed, an article from Politico 
last week noted: “Harris co-sponsored 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ Medicare for All 
legislation when she was a California 
senator and offered a modified plan as 
the centerpiece of her short-lived 2020 
presidential bid. But a campaign offi-
cial told Politico it is no longer part of 
Harris’s agenda.”

That’s how it works. Harris purport-
edly backs down, by proxy, from her 
old position, and the press accepts it. 
When Cotton noted that Harris had 
not said herself that she no longer sup-
ports Medicare for All, Karl responded 
that Harris is “clearly making an effort 
to move to the middle.” Karl appeared 
to credit Harris with moving toward 
the middle when Harris herself had 
said nothing to indicate that she was, 
in fact, moving toward the middle.

Two weeks ago, in an appearance 
with Fox News’s Bret Baier, former 
South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley had 
some advice for Republicans. “Quit 
complaining that [Harris] is not giving 
an interview,” Haley said. “You don’t 
need an interview from Kamala Har-
ris. I take her at her word.” Indeed, 
there is an extensive record, much of 
it on video, of Harris making her views 
clear on issues like taxes, health care, 

immigration, energy and others. Since 
she has never renounced or changed 
those statements, don’t they remain 
her views, at least until she says oth-
erwise?

As far as many of the nation’s top 
journalists are concerned, though, 
there’s no need to hear it from the can-
didate herself. For Harris and her ad-
mirers in the media, saying nothing is 
enough.

Byron York is chief political corre-
spondent for The Washington Exam-
iner.

Harris’s media gambit is working
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METRO photo
Labor Day weekend marks the perfect time to send summer off with a bang. Some 
pre-weekend planning can ensure everyone has a memorable final few days of 
summer.

Tips for a memorable 
Labor Day weekend

(METRO) – Labor 
Day weekend is widely 
considered the unoffi-
cial swan song of sum-
mer. Though millions 
of children return to 
school prior to Labor 
Day weekend, the final 
holiday of summer still 
marks an ending to the 
season of relaxation and 
a return to the hustle 
and bustle of life when 
the temperatures dip 
and schedules fill up.

Perhaps because La-
bor Day has become 
synonymous with the 
end of summer, many 
people look to make the 
weekended preceding 
the holiday as fun as 
possible. People with 
such intentions can 
keep these tips in mind 
as they seek to plan a 
memorable Labor Day 
weekend this year.

• Wake up early if you 
intend to travel. Labor 
Day weekend should be 
memorable for all the 
right reasons and traf-
fic is not one of them. A 
recent survey from the 
vacation planning ex-
perts at The Vacationer 
found that roughly 148 
million people planned 
to travel over Labor Day 
weekend in 2023, which 
makes the three-day pe-
riod a particularly busy 
time to be on the road or 

in the air. If you intend 
to fly this Labor Day 
weekend, try to book 
an early morning flight 
to reduce the risk of de-
lays. If you’re driving, 
hitting the road before 
sunrise, particularly if 
you’re traveling a long 
distance, can help you 
avoid traffic jams.

• Plan the weekend. 
It can be tempting to 
fly by the seat of your 
pants come Labor Day 
weekend, but it’s still 
best to book excursions 
and even dinner reser-
vations in advance. The 
popularity of Labor Day 
weekend and its status 
as the unofficial end of 
summer compels many 
people to get up and go 
over the three-day peri-
od, so theme parks, wa-
ter parks, restaurants, 
and other attractions 
may be all booked in ad-
vance. Purchase tickets 
and make reservations 
months in advance to 
ensure you aren’t left 
with little to do and/or 
nothing to eat come La-
bor Day weekend.

• Create a backup 
plan. Ideally the weath-
er will cooperate and 
Labor Day celebrants 
will be able to spend 
the entire weekend out-
doors if they so desire. 
But weather is unpre-

dictable, so it pays to 
create a backup plan in 
advance. If you’re trav-
eling for the weekend, 
look around for indoor 
entertainment spaces 
to spend the weekend if 
the weather is uncoop-
erative. If you’re plan-
ning a backyard barbe-
cue at home, arrange for 
some indoor activities or 
pick a rain date and let 
guests know. If the par-
ty is scheduled for the 
Saturday of Labor Day 
weekend, a Sunday rain 
date might work.

• Go with a summer 
theme. Even if the kids 
are already back in 
school and your sum-
mer family vacation is a 
distant memory, that’s 
all the more reason to 
revive the spirit of sum-
mer one last time. If 
hosting at home, a Ha-
waiian luau theme com-
plete with a pig roast 
or a final summer pool 
party is a great way to 
send summer off before 
welcoming fall into the 
fold. Encourage guests 
to don summer attire 
and revive your summer 
playlist to get guests in 
the mood. If you’re trav-
eling for the weekend, 
pick a sunny, sandy 
destination so you can 
squeeze every last drop 
out of summer.

Summer travel season ending with a busy holiday weekend 
CONTRIBUTED

DENVER — The 
Colorado Department 
of Transportation is 
reminding drivers to 
expect additional traf-
fic in many areas of 
the state due to the 
numerous events and 
recreational activities 
taking place over the 
Labor Day weekend.

Beginning at noon on 
Friday, CDOT is sus-
pending all construc-
tion projects to reduce 
potential traffic delays.  
The only exception is for 
emergency operations.  
Projects can resume 
their regular schedule 
on Tuesday, Sept. 3. 

Motorists are urged 
to drive with caution 
through construction 
zones, heed the signs, 
slow down and leave 
plenty of space behind 
the vehicle ahead.  
Speeding is one of 
the leading causes of 
crashes statewide.

Heavier than normal 
traffic should be an-
ticipated over the holi-
day weekend along the 
Front Range and on In-
terstate 70 west of Den-
ver. Traffic on I-70 is at 
its peak primarily from 
mid-morning until ear-
ly evening on Friday, 
and from early morn-
ing to mid-afternoon on 
Saturday. Eastbound 
I-70 traffic will be at 
its highest on Labor 
Day from mid-morning 
to late afternoon, espe-
cially from Eagle and 
Summit counties to the 
Denver area. 

This is the final 
weekend for motorized 
travel on CO 5 to the 
top of Mount Blue Sky.  
CO 5 to the summit 
is scheduled to close 
Sept. 3 through all of 
2025 for both motor-
ized and non-motorized 
travel due to construc-
tion. For more informa-
tion, visit Mount Blue 

Sky Recreation Area 
web page.  Regarding 
construction informa-
tion, go to the Federal 
Highway Administra-
tion Mount Blue Sky 
webpage.

Other seasonal road-
ways – CO 82 over Inde-
pendence Pass between 
Twin Lakes and Aspen 
and Trail Ridge Road 
through Rocky Moun-
tain National Park – 
remain open through 
the fall until adverse 
weather requires a full 
closure for the winter.

Drivers can get the 
latest information on 
the status of the state’s 
roadways by checking 
www.cotrip.org or by 
calling 511.  Specific 
information regarding 
Interstate 70 is avail-
able at: www.GoI70.
com. 

Bustang, Bustang 
Outrider and Pegasus, 
CDOT’s transit system, 
provides an alternative 

for those who would 
rather not drive. It of-
fers service to Estes 
Park and Rocky Moun-
tain National Park, 
and the cities and 
towns between Den-
ver and Grand Junc-
tion and between Fort 
Collins and Trinidad. 
Outrider is an option 
for travel to other rural 
areas of the state. And 

Pegasus shuttle vans 
serve the I-70 west cor-
ridor between Denver 
and Avon. Please visit: 
www.ridebustang.com.

CDOT Safety Patrol 
vehicles are available to 
assist motorists in need 
and keep traffic flowing 
over Labor Day week-
end. The coverage area 
includes major highways 
in the Denver area and 

I-25 north of Denver to 
Fort Collins and south 
of Denver to Colorado 
Springs. Peak patrol 
times are 6 to 9:30 a.m. 
and 2:30 to 7 p.m., Off-
Peak patrol times are 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and Weekend Patrol is 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. More 
information can be found 
on CDOT’s website and 
SafetyPatrolinfo.com.
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Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
MONDAY

Prep boys soccer
Alamosa 0, Salida 0, tie

TUESDAY
Prep girls softball

Pueblo Centennial 9, 
Alamosa 7

Prep girls volleyball
Alamosa def. Manitou 

Springs 25-7, 25-8, 25-10

THURSDAY
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at Sierra – late
Prep girls volleyball

Crested Butte at Center 
– late

Del Norte at Ignacio – late
Sanford at Monte Vista 

– late

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY

Prep football
Center at North Fork, 1 

p.m.
Manzanola at Antonito, 

1 p.m.
Hayden at Sargent, 6 p.m.
Sargent at Lake County, 

6 p.m.
Centauri at Meeker, 7 p.m.
Las Animas at Sangre de 

Cristo, 7 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Alamosa 

(at Rex Field), 7 p.m.
Olathe at Del Norte, 7 p.m.
Sierra Grande at Cheraw, 

7 p.m.
Prep cross country

Centauri, Monte Vista 

at Rocky Ford Invitational, 
10 a.m.

Alamosa at Arapahoe 
Invitational (at DeKoevend 
Park), 4 p.m.

Antonito, Centennial, 
Center, Monte Vista at 
Antonito Night Invitational, 
6:30 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Centauri at Delta, 11 a.m.
Manzanola at Antonito, 

11 a.m.
Las Animas at Sangre de 

Dristo, 3:30 p.m.
Alamosa vs. Mount5ain 

View (at Eaton Invitational), 
5 p.m.

Alamosa vs. Longmont 
(Eaton Invitational), 6 p.m.

SATURDAY
Prep football

Sanford at West Grand, 
5 p.m.

Prep cross country

Del Norte at Durango 
Invitational, 8:45 a.m.

Prep girls gymnastics
Canon City,  Pueblo 

Central at Alamosa (at 
Ortega Middle School), 10 
a.m.

Prep boys soccer
Lamar at Alamosa, 1 p.m.
Prep girls volleyball

Alamosa at Eaton (at 
Eaton Invitational), 9 a.m.

Sangre de Cristo at 
Walsenburg Invitational, 
9 a.m.

Cotopaxi at Creede, 1 p.m.
Centennia l ,  Center, 

Mountain Valley at Primero 
Invitational, TBA

Sanford at West Grande 
Invitational, TBA

College women’s soccer
Colorado State Pueblo at 

Adams State, 1 p.m.
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Lady Mean Moose slow the Mustangs down
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Colorado High School Activities 
Association released its preseason volleyball rankings 
on Aug. 15 and the Alamosa High School volleyball 
team found itself in the No. 3 position.

The Lady Mean Moose’s season began Tuesday at 
the AHS gym and they were looking to prove their high 
ranking against traditional power Manitou Springs.

Alamosa made quick work of the Lady Mustangs 
as it scored a sweep by scores of 25-7, 25-8 and 25-10.

“I think our preparation has paid off,” said Alamosa 
coach Annie Mortensen. “We’ve been active this summer 
and the girls have been working hard.”

Aubrey Rothermich gave the Lady Moose the early 
1-0 lead, but Manitou tied the score. Alamosa then ran 
off five straight points with Morgan Ortega recording 
two service aces for a 6-1 advantage.

The Lady Mustangs scored two of the next three 
points, but the Lady Moose scored seven straight 
points with Kadie Hawkins recording two aces. After 
a brief Manitou side out, Alamosa scored four straight 
to push the lead to 19-4.

The Lady Mustangs were able to cut their deficit to 
21-7, but the Lady Moose scored the final four points 
for a 25-7 win.

Addison Rice scored two aces to give Alamosa an 
early 2-0 lead in the second set. Manitou went on a 4-1 
run to take a 4-3 lead, but the Lady Moose regained 
the lead at 5-4.

The Lady Mustangs tied the score, but Alamosa scored 
seven unanswered points for a 12-5 lead. Manitou cut 
the lead to 13-7, but the Lady Moose scored eight in 
a row with Taybor Wiedeman recording four aces for 
a 21-7 advantage.

Manitou had a brief side out before the Alamosa 
scored the final four points to take a 25-8 victory.

Garcia began the third set with two kills and two 
aces for a 4-0 lead. Manitou reduced the lead to 7-5, but 
Alamosa went on a 10-1 run to increase its advantage 
to 17-6. The Lady Mustangs got as close as 23-10, but 
Rothermich and Lily Heersink both had kills to wrap 
up the win.

Ortega led the Alamosa offense with 24 assists. 
Rothermich led in kills with eight, followed by Garcia 
with seven, Heersink with six, and Ortega and 
Wiedeman both with five.

The Lady Moose had 19 aces and were led by 
Wiedeman with five. Garcia had four, Rice and 
Rothermich both had three, and Ortega and Hawkins 
both had two.

“We’ve worked so hard on serving and serving 
aggressively,” Mortensen said.

Alamosa (1-0) will travel to the Greeley area to 
participate in the Eaton Invitational. The Lady Moose 
will play Mountain View and Longmont of Friday and 
the host team on Saturday.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School’s Aubrey Rothermich serves 
the ball in Tuesday’s match against Manitou Springs 
at the AHS gym. The Lady Mean Moose defeated the 
Lady Mustangs in three sets.
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Lifestyle

107 N. Main Street • Creede • theblueyakboutique.com

Equal Housing Lender
TrueLocalBank.com

Member FDIC

Del Norte Branch
719.657.3376

Creede Branch
719.658.0126

Alamosa LPO
719-480-1764

Corner of 5th and Main • Creede • 719-658-0220 • kipsgrill.com

BAJA TACOS & SALADS/FRESH SALSA & JUICES 
WILD GAME BURGERS/CRAFT BEER/FULL BAR 

LIVE MUSIC/POOL/DARTS/SHUFFLEBOARD

to Creede
Have a 
Safe and 
Happy 
Labor Day 
Weekend!

Welcome

719-376-2355 • 515 River Street • Antonito

Town of Antonito
Celebrate Labor Day!

1 Offer per person. Not valid with other promotions. Offer valid until 9/7/2024

Bring in this 
ad for 20% Off

 Main Branch:
217 W. 3rd Ave
 Antonito, CO

719-376-5413

La Jara Branch:
501 Spruce St

La Jara, CO
719-274-5266

San Luis Branch:
401 Church Pl

Sanluis, CO
719-672-0690

Guadalupe 
Parish  

Credit Union

‘Service With a 
Personal Touch’

• Savings
• Checking/Debit Cards 

• Loans
• IRA’s • Certificates

By CHASE 
WOODRUFF

Colorado Newsline
Following months of 

attacks on livestock 
in and around Grand 
County, state wildlife 
officials said Wednes-
day that they “have 
begun an operation” to 
relocate the first wolf 
pack to be established 
as part of efforts that 
began last winter to re-
introduce gray wolves to 
Colorado.

The animals being 
relocated include two 
mated adults and the 
three pups they had this 
spring. By reproducing 
in the wild, the wolves, 
which were captured 
in Oregon and released 
by Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife officials late 
last year, became the 
first established wolf 
pack to result from 
the state’s reintroduc-
tion program, and were 
named the Copper 
Creek pack.

“The decision to cap-
ture and relocate the 
Copper Creek pack was 
made with the careful 
consideration of mul-
tiple factors and feed-
back from many differ-
ent stakeholders,” CPW 
Director Jeff Davis said 
in a press release. “Our 
options in this unique 
case were very limited, 
and this action is by no 
means a precedent for 
how CPW will resolve 
wolf-livestock conflict 
moving forward.”

The state’s wolf rein-
troduction program ful-
fills a voter-approved 
2020 ballot initiative to 
reintroduce the animals 
in Colorado in the name 
of restoring ecologi-
cal balance. The mea-
sure, Proposition 114, 
was passed by a narrow 
51% to 49% margin, and 
though it includes pro-
visions to compensate 
livestock producers for 
depredations, it has 
been bitterly opposed by 
Colorado’s ranching in-
dustry.

At least 15 cattle 
and nine sheep are 
confirmed to have 
been killed by wolves 
in Grand and Routt 
counties following last 
year’s reintroductions, 
according to CPW data. 
The agency and local 
livestock producers say 
that many of the dep-
redations were caused 
by the Copper Creek 
pack. Last month, 
CPW denied a request 
submitted in May by 
the Middle Park Stock-
growers Association for 
a permit to kill wolves 
deemed to be chronic 
depredators.

In an Aug. 14 letter 
to CPW and Gov. Jar-
ed Polis, the Colorado 
Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion and local livestock 
organizations criticized 
that decision and wrote 
of their “deep concerns 
regarding the current 
direction and imple-
mentation of Colorado’s 
wolf reintroduction and 
management program.”

“Since the inception 
of the wolf reintroduc-
tion program, we have 
actively engaged and 
cooperated in good faith 
while also expressing 
our concerns through-
out the process,” the 
letter read. “However, 
our concerns have been 
consistently overlooked. 
If the current trajecto-
ry of wolf management 
persists, it will become 
increasingly difficult for 
us to continue our coop-
eration.”

The advocacy group 
Defenders of Wildlife 
sharply criticized the 
state’s decision to relo-
cate the pack, calling 

it a “risky, short-term 
solution” and accus-
ing livestock producers 
and CPW officials of not 
pursuing more effective 
means of nonlethal con-
trol and deterrence.

“This decision is be-
ing driven by politics, 
is not rooted in science-

based management and 
stands to significantly 
delay the progress of 
the reintroduction pro-
gram,” Mike Senatore, 
Defenders of Wildlife’s 
senior vice president of 
conservation programs. 
“All parties involved in 
the events that led to 

this deeply flawed deci-
sion should be held ac-
countable for failure to 
effectively utilize prov-
en coexistence tools.”

A total of 10 reintro-
duced wolves were re-
leased in Grand and 
Summit counties in De-
cember 2023, and have 

ranged widely in the 
mountains north of the 
Interstate 70 corridor 
since then. CPW said it 
would not disclose ad-
ditional details of the 
Copper Creek pack’s re-
location “for the safety 
of these animals and 
staff.”

“The ultimate goal of 
the operation is to re-
locate the pack to an-
other location while we 
assess our best options 
for them to continue to 
contribute to the suc-
cessful restoration of 
wolves in Colorado,” 
Davis said.

Colorado’s first reintroduced wolf pack to be relocated
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Public Notices

099 - 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF DISTRICT COURT CASE
DISTRICT COURT, COSTILLA COUNTY, COLORADO

304 Main Street, San Luis, CO 81152
Case No.: 2024CV30012 Division: C
Plaintiff: CIELO VISTA RANCH II, LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability 
Company,
v.
Defendants: JOSHUA SISNEROS, a Colorado resident; MARIAH 
MEDINA, a Colorado resident; DEVIN VIGIL, a Colorado resident; 
DIEGO ROMERO, a Colorado resident.
Attorneys for Plaintiff: 
Jose A. Castro #57027 and Jamie N. Cotter, #40309
Spencer Fane, LLP, 1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 2000, Denver, CO  
80203
Telephone: (303) 839-3800 | FAX: (303) 839-3838
Email: jcastro@spencerfane.com | jcotter@spencerfane.com
SUMMONS AND NOTICE
To the Above-Named Defendant: JOSHUA SISNEROS.
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to file with the Clerk 
of this Court an answer or other response to the Complaint filed in the 
above captioned matter. Plaintiff, CVR II, alleges that you intentionally 
entered the CVR II Property to hunt, did not have permission to enter 
CVR II Property, and did shoot and kill a bull elk. CVR II alleges that 
due to your trespass, it has suffered damages due to lost time and 
productivity of its employees in having to respond to your trespass, 
and it is seeking a declaration that you improperly trespassed on CVR 
II Property and damages to be proven, including lost time and other 
costs allowed by law. Per Court order, this notice shall constitute ser-
vice on you once it has been published for five consecutive weeks. 
No. 4054.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 2024.

DISTRICT COURT COSTILLA COUNTY 
304 Main Street
P.O. Box 301
San Luis, CO 81152
FOR COURT USE ONLY
Case Number
2024CV30027
JOHN M. FINN and JOLENE A. FINN,
Plaintiffs
vs.
GREG J. GONZALES,
Defendant
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
Matthew K. Hobbs, No. 332255
mhobbs@cstrial.com 
CAIN & SKARNULIS PLLC
P. O. Box 1064
Salida, Colorado 81201
719-530-3011 /512-477-5011
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint filed with the court in this action, 
by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or other response.  You 
are required to file your answer or other response within 35 days after 
the service of this summons upon you.  Service of this summons shall 
be complete on the day of the last publication.  A copy of the com-
plaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in 
writing within 35 days after the date of the last publication, judgment 
by default may be rendered against you by the court for the relief 
demanded in the complaint without further notice.
This is in rem action to quiet the title for the Plaintiffs in and to the 
real property in Costilla County, Colorado, more particularly described 
as follows:
Tract 9, of the Amended Plat of M & M Ranches, also known by Par-
cel Number 72700080.
Dated July 29, 2024
Published in the Valley Courier, Alamosa, Colorado.
By:____/s/__________
Matthew Hobbs, No. 33225
Attorney for Plaintiffs
No. 4072.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 9, 16, 23, 30, & September 
6, 2024.

District Court  Denver Probate Court
Alamosa County, Colorado
Court Address:  8955 Independence Way
Alamosa, CO  81101
719-586-4996
In the Matter of the Estate of
Jenine Lynn Manesiotis
Deceased 
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): 
John M. Montgomery, Attorney
660 Grande Avenue
Del Norte, CO  81132
Phone Number: 719-657-3333 E-mail:john@montgomery-law.net
FAX Number: 719-657-9999   Atty. Reg. #: 19385
Case Number: 2024PR30024
Division  Courtroom
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Jenine Lynn Manesiotis Deceased
Case Number 2024PR30024 
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
X District Court of Alamosa, County, Colorado or 
  Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before  December 20, 2024  (date)*, or the claims may be for-
ever barred.
John M. Montgomery
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
660 Grande Avenue
Address
Del Norte, CO  81132
City, State, Zip Code
No. 4087.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 16, 23, & 30, 2024.

District Court, Alamosa County, Colorado
8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101
719-589-4996
In the Matter of the Determination of Heirs or Devisees or Both and of 
Interests in Property of:
KAREN BARBERA,
Deceased 
COURT USE ONLY
LAW OFFICE OF ANGELA LEE
Angela Lee, Attorney Reg. #53495
620 Grand Ave  |  PO Box 69
Del Norte CO 81101
719-589-3688
angela@angelalee.law  
Attorney for Petitioner
Case Number:
2024 PR 30028
Division Courtroom 
NOTICE OF NON-APPEARANCE HEARING TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND OWNERS BY INHERITANCE PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-1303, C.R.S.
(Attendance at this hearing is not required or expected)
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND OWNERS BY INHERI-
TANCE INCLUDING: Robert R. Barbera, Patricia L. Pawlowicz, Val-
erie A Barbera, and Gail H Thomas:
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition for Determination of Heirship, a copy 
of which accompanies this Notice, has been filed by Petitioner RICH-
ARD BARBERA, aka R.V. Barbera, in the above Court alleging that 
the above-named Decedent died leaving an undivided interest as in 
the following real property situated in Alamosa County, State of Colo-
rado, legally described as follows: 
LOT 5, Block 1 of Mount Blanca Valley Ranches Subdivision Unit 6
the (“Property”).
PLEASE NOTE:
You must answer the Petition within 21 days after receipt of the Notice 
if service occurs within Colorado, and within 35 days after receipt of 
the Notice if service occurs outside Colorado or if service occurs by 
mail or publication.
All objections to the petition must be filed in writing with the court and 
the filing fee paid within the time required for answering the petition.
Hearing in this matter shall be limited to the Petition, any objections 
timely filed, and the parties answering the petition in a timely manner.
Hearing on the petition will be held at the following time and location 
or at a later date to which the hearing may be continued:
Date and Time: 8:00AM on October 17, 2024
Address: Alamosa District Court, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
CO 81101
The hearing will take approximately one hour.
Dated this 19th day of August, 2024.
/s/ Angela Lee   
Law Office of Angela Lee
Attorney for Petitioner 
Petitioner’s Address:
Richard Barbera 
8513 E WILDERNESS WAY
SHREVEPORT, LA 71106 
No. 4097.
Published in the Valley Courier on August, 23, 30, & September 6, 
2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal to Drill a Well
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District (District) is seeking 
proposals from qualified well drillers to drill a 20-inch, 220 foot deep 
confined aquifer well in Saguache County. Contact Chris Ivers at the 
District office at (719) 589-6301 for a BID packet with full details.  
Additionally, you can access this information online at www.rgwcd.
org.  In your response, please include your qualifications to drill this 
type of well, a cost estimate for drilling the well, and your timeline 
for completing the project. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 
p.m. September 27, 2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail 
to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to 
chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4107.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District is seeking proposals 
from qualified CONTRACTORS to grade a road, install 2 culverts, 
install approximately 303 feet of piping from an augmentation well, 
and construct a riprap ditch. The pipeline has 12 inch and 16-inch 
diameter sections. Contact the district office at (719) 589-6301 for a 
BID packet with full details.  Additionally, you can access this informa-
tion online at www.rgwcd.org.  In your response, please include your 
relevant qualifications, and your timeline for completing the PROJ-
ECT. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 p.m. September 27, 
2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 Indepen-
dence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4108.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the Colorado State Statute No. 
83-21-1. Storage Units having given proper notice to the parties of the 
storage unit herein stated at their last known address, shall dispose 
of all property in said unit. Said disposal shall be any time after the 
September13th, 2024. Contents of storage units H & H Storage to be 
disposed is #1 Debbie Olguin #2 Naomi Olguin.
No. 4111.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 30 & September 6, 2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF 1041 WORK SESSION 

The County of Conejos Board of Commissioners will conduct a work 
session at the Commissioners Board Room located at the Conejos 
County Court House, Conejos Colorado on September 4th at 5:30 
pm.
Excel will have a presentation concerning Excel. 1041 work session 
will follow.   Zooming will also be available, please send in your email 
address to linda@co.conejos.co.us or tressesa@co.conejos.co.us.
Work session will be held at the Commissioners Board room located 
at 6683 County Road 13, Conejos Colorado.  Please use west door 
of the building.
No. 4113.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 30, 31, September 3, & 
4, 2024.

SHC BAKE SALE, 
COLE PARK, 2nd St. 
entrance, Saturday Au-
gust 31, 7am. The annual 
Sacred Heart Church fall 
bake sale will be stocked 
with all the favorites- 
cookies, breads, muf-
fins, brownies, candies, 
pies & tortillas. We will 
also have the “Baker’s 
Delight”- an assortment 
plate for those wanting a 
little taste of everything. 
All proceeds from this 
event go to repairs in 
Faistl Hall; a facility 
used by many commu-
nity groups. (8/31/24)

H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not 
required, on the job 
training. Good pay, flex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(9/17/24)
INSURED QUALITY 
FENCING INSTAL-
L AT ION.  O f fe r i ng 
quotes for wire and post 
rail. Call 719-371-7932. 
(9/24/24)
LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
CA L L A N Y T I M E, 
WEEKENDS and EVE-
NINGS:719-580-0033 
o r  7 1 9 -3 7 6 - 2 5 9 3 . 
(9/6/24-monthly)

221 - 
HELP WANTED

OP TI MAL HOME 
HEALTH CARE is 
seeking a PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST who will 
be responsible for pro-
viding comprehensive 
physical therapy ser-
vices to patients in their 
place of residence. We 
provide exceptional, 
individualized home 
healthcare to improve 
their overall wellness 
in the comfort of their 
homes. This position 
offers complete f lex-
ibil ity AND upward 
mobi l ity.  Our work 
environment includes: 
Open supportive cul-
ture with a vision to 
provide transformative 
care to those we serve; 
Professional level care 
in a fun environment; 
Collaborative; Culture 
of openness and safety. 
`̀ ` Requirements: `̀ ` To 
be successful in this 
role, you should possess 
the following qualifica-
tions: Valid license or 
certification as a Physi-
cal Therapist; Previous 
experience working in 
a hospital or healthcare 
setting preferred; Strong 
knowledge of medical 
terminology, anatomy, 
and physiology; Famil-
iarity with pediatr ic 
physical therapy and 
acute care is a plus; 
Excellent communica-
tion and interpersonal 
skills to effectively in-
teract with patients and 
healthcare team mem-
bers; Ability to work 
independently as well as 
collaboratively in a team 
environment; Strong 
problem-solving skills 
and abil ity to adapt 
treatment plans based 
on patient progress. If 
you are passionate about 
helping patients regain 
their mobility and im-
prove their quality of 
life, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. 
We offer competitive 
pay rates and medical 
benefits such as medi-
cal insurance and paid 
time off. Join our team 
of dedicated healthcare 
professionals. Please 
contact Audrea Gallegos 
at 719-580-2083 with 
any questions or fax re-
sumes to 719-206-3226. 
Thank You. Job Types: 
Full-Time, Part-time and 
PRN positions available. 
(9/6/24)
SALAZAR MEATS 
N E A R M A NA SSA 
interviewing for PRO-
DUC T ION A SSIS -
TANT position. $17-24/
hr depending on experi-
ence. Please call 347-
407-1622. (9/17/24)

DEL NORTE BANK is 
seeking to fill a full-time 
position for a TELL-
ER in the CREEDE 
BRANCH. Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting custom-
ers. Many other duties 
wil l  be assigned as 
needed. The position is 
permanent, full-time, 
M – F, 8am – 4:30pm, 
an hourly rate range of 
$14.42 to $17.00, with a 
robust benefits package. 
Application available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at 
117 N. Main St, Creede 
or call 719-657-3376 
and ask for Dawn. EOE. 
(10/2/24)
THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT is seeking 
a highly motivated and 
experienced law en-
forcement professional 
to join our team as a PO-
LICE SERGEANT. The 
ideal candidate will have 
a proven track record 
of leadership, strong 
communication skills, 
and a commitment to 
community policing. To 
be eligible for the posi-
tion of Patrol Sergeant, 
in addition to general 
eligibility requirements, 
an applicant must be 
Colorado POST certi-
fied in good standing, 
have served a minimum 
of five years as a Cor-
poral or equivalent, or 
of higher rank with a 
similar-sized agency, 
and have documented 
a minimum of 40 hours 
of leadership/supervi-
sion training. A similar-
sized agency is defined 
as an agency having 15 
or more officers. Com-
pensation and benefits 
include a hiring pay 
range of $33.31-$34.98 
per hour depending on 
qualifications, FLSA 
non-exempt; a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match to retirement; 
paid time off includes 80 
hours of vacation leave 
annually, 80 hours of 
sick leave annually, two 
personal days per year, 
and 11.5 paid holidays; 
medical, dental, and vi-
sion benefits with 75% 
paid by the employer; 
employer paid short & 
long-term disability; 
group life insurance up 
to $100,000 in cover-
age for employee and 
$5,000 for dependents; 
a free recreation mem-
bership & discounted 
golf membership. To 
apply, complete the Law 
Enforcement application 
at cityofalamosa.org, 
and attach your resume, 
POST certification, and 
proof of 40 hours of 
leadership/supervision 
training. For questions, 
contact Jolene Webb, HR 
& Risk Manager at 719-
587-2029 or jwebb@
ci.alamosa.co.us. The 
deadline to apply is Sep-
tember 13, 2024, by 5:00 
pm. (9/13/24)
COME BE A part of 
t he  CEN T EN N I A L 
R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications 
for a FRONT OFFICE 
C L E R K /  SC HO OL 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTA N T and a 
VARIETY of SUBSTI-
TUTES. Positions will 
remain open until filled. 
Please submit a resume, 
three letters of recom-
mendation, pertinent 
transcripts, and a back-
ground check/valid CDE 
license with an applica-
tion. Submit applications 
through https://www.
applitrack.com/centen-
nialschool/onlineapp or 
email kimba.rael@cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. All 
full-time positions qual-
ify for a competitive 
benefits package and sal-
ary as outlined through 
our Master Agreement, 
which is available at 
centennial.k12.co.us. 
The starting pay range 
for classified 12-month 
staff is $30,915-$37,919 
and substitute pay is 
$120/day. We are doing 
great things in San Luis; 
it’s the perfect time to 
join our team. (9/14/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect
Senior Architect

719-696-5783
Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Page 8 Valley Courier Friday, April 5, 2024
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HELP WANTED
221 - 
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221 - 
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221 - 

HELP WANTED

AUCTION
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Last Saturday of the month 
from. April 27 until November 

30. At the Community Building 
next to. Quality Timbers on 

Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES
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HELP WANTED
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• Receptionist
• Sales People
Email resume to:
Sundihomesdirect@gmail.com
3003 Adcock Circle

Alamosa

Homes Direct
of Alamosa

IS HIRING

O U T R E AC H  A S -
SISTANT. SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O C A L 
FOODS COALITION 
seeks an LFLP Out-
reach  Coord i na tor. 
Strong communication 
and computer skil ls 
are required. Submit 
your resume and cover 
letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Additional require-
ments can be found at 
www.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/. Applications close 
September 9th, 2024. 
(9/7/24)
C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. Open 
until filled. For ques-
tions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/14/24)

HUMAN RESOURC-
ES AND EQUITY CO-
ORDINATOR. SAN 
LUIS VALLEY LO-
CAL FOODS COALI-
TION seeks a Human 
Resources and Equity 
Coordinator. Related 
col lege degree and/
or 4 years experience 
with HR, preferably in a 
non-profit. Submit your 
resume and cover letter 
to opportunity.slvlocal-
foods@gmail.com. Ad-
ditional requirements 
can be found at www.
slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/. 
Applications close Au-
gust 31st, 2024. (8/31/24)
VA L L E Y  RO O T S 
FOOD HUB GENER-
AL MANAGER. San 
Luis Valley Local Foods 
Coalition seeks a Valley 
Roots Food Hub General 
Manager. As the General 
Manager, you will learn, 
understand, and oversee 
the jobs of Driver, Ag-
gregator, Markets Man-
ager, Warehouse Manag-
er, Operations Manager, 
Bookkeeper, Kitchen 
Manager, Sales Man-
ager, and Fleet Manager. 
Minimum of 5 years 
of relevant experience. 
Submit your resume and 
cover letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. Additional 
requirements can be 
found at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. Applica-
tions close September 
15th, 2024. (9/11/24)
NOW HIRING A full-
t ime FRONT DESK 
SECRETARY. Hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 8am-5pm. Please 
call CENTURY PROP-
E R T Y  M A N AG E -
MENT and SALES at 
719-589-5744. (9/10/24)

C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.
centennial.k12.co.us. 
Open until filled. For 
questions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/11/24)
K I N DERGA RT EN 
P A R A P R O F E S -
SIONAL NEEDED: 
SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is seeking 
a dedicated Kindergar-
ten Paraprofessional for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you’re passion-
ate about working with 
young learners, we’d 
love to hear from you! 
For more information 
and to apply, visit www.
sargent.k12.co.us or call 
719-852-4023. Applica-
tion Deadline: 9/4/24 or 
until position is filled. 
EOE. (9/4/24)
L E A D  T E A C H -
E R  F O R  I N -
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the 
UPPER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150  d ays  p e r  yea r 
which includes all days 
that teachers a re at 
school. Please submit 
your application and 
resume to: Aaron Hor-
rocks, Superintendent, at 
950 French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (9/24/24)

HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GI R L S’  VOL L E Y-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or 
assistant coach at the 
middle school and or 
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school administra-
tors, parents, and stu-
dents. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)
NOW HIRING A full-
time MAINTENANCE 
position at CENTURY 
PROPE RT Y M A N-
A G E M E N T  a n d 
SALES. Please call Cen-
tury Property Manage-
ment at 719-589-5744. 
(9/10/24)
MANAGEMENT & 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON, or  t ea m, 
wanted for a 12 unit 
apa r tment  complex 
in DEL NORTE, CO. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor 
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email a 
letter of interest and/or 
resume to 712-274-1230 
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com. Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity. (9/4/24)
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FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
CHIEF. The successful 
candidate shall plan and 
administer the law en-
forcement program and 
activities of the town 
and do related work 
as required. Minimum 
qualifications include a 
degree in law enforce-
ment, Colorado POST 
Certification, and ex-
tensive and increas-
ingly responsible expe-
rience in law enforce-
ment work including 
supervisory experience. 
Thorough knowledge 
of the principles, prob-
lems and techniques 
of municipal police 
administration; thor-
ough knowledge of the 
technical and operating 
practices and meth-
ods of law enforcement 
and crime prevention. 
Must have ability to 
handle firearms and 
maintain certification 
and firearms proficien-
cy in accordance with 
Colorado POST regula-
tions. Applicants must 
complete a background 
check, drug screening 
and have a current psy-
chological evaluation. 
The Town of La Jara 
offers a competitive 
compensation package 
that includes health, 
dental and vision in-
surance; ret i rement 
through FPPA; and 
paid time off. Salary 
range from $55,000 
to $65,000. Applica-
tions may be picked up 
at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway. Appli-
cations accepted until 
filled. (9/4/24)
S LV  F E D E R A L 
BA NK i s  now ac-
cepting applications 
for a TELLER in our 
MONTE VISTA OF-
FICE. Applications and 
position descriptions 
are available at www.
slvfed.bank or at each 
branch location. Equal 
opportunity Employer, 
including considering 
individuals with Dis-
abilities and Veterans/
Affirmative Action Em-
ployer. (8/30/24)
DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking 
a qualif ied ASSIS-
TANT VOLLEYBALL 
COACH for the 2024 
volleyball season. The 
individual would be 
responsible for de-
veloping the junior 
varsity program and 
assisting the varsity 
coach in all aspects of 
the high school vol-
leyball program. If in-
terested, please email 
Gilbert (Gibbs) San-
chez, Del Norte Jr/Sr 
High School Athletic 
Director at gsanchez@
urtigers.co or contact 
him at 719-657-4020. 
(9/13/24)
FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSI-
TION open at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Applicant must pass 
a background check 
and be able to work 
independently, be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand. Appli-
cant must also be able 
to work in all weather 
conditions (snow re-
moval/ general land-
scaping). If interested, 
please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co. Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co.(9/13/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
h igher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License with a second-
ary Language Arts en-
dorsement. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, DNHS 
Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications can 
be picked up at the Dis-
trict Office or online. 
(9/13/24)
S U B S T I T U T E S 
N EEDED AT U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE! We 
need subs for teach-
ers (must have a sub 
l icense),  classi f ied 
employees (must have 
sub license), CAFE-
TERIA WORKERS, 
and BUS DRIVERS. 
Call or email: Sophia 
Cruz at 719-657-4040 
x4000, scruz@urtigers.
co (9/13/24)

WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting 
applications for ALL 
D E PA R T M E N T S: 
lifts, ski school, base 
operations, food & bev-
erage/bakers & baris-
tas, rental, retail, ticket 
office, snow reporting/
guest services, ski pa-
trol, grooming, snow 
remova l,  custod ia l 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with 
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $18/hour 
with merit increases 
b a s e d  o n  p e r fo r-
mance and experience. 
(10/30/24)
CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Must have a high school 
d iploma and some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained. 
Pay is dependent on pri-
or experience. Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (9/6/24)
ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill the 
position of BUDGET 
ANALYST within the 
Business and Finance 
department. You can 
apply https://adams.
wd1.myworkdayjobs.
com/en-US/ASU/de-
tails/Budget-Analyst_
R188. We look forward 
to hearing from you. If 
you have any questions 
please reach out to our 
Human Resources de-
partment 719-587-7990. 
(9/4/24) 
W O L F  C R E E K 
SKI AREA is hiring 
a Full-Time STAFF 
A C C O U N T A N T . 
Those with Bookkeep-
ing, Payroll, Accounts 
Payable or public ac-
counting experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. Familiarity with 
Microsoft Excel is pre-
ferred. Attention to de-
tail, and organizational 
skills are required. The 
office is located at the 
Ski Area located on top 
of Wolf Creek Pass and 
requires commuting 
throughout the year. 
This is a year-round 
position, with longer 
hours during the winter 
operating months, and 
a shorter work week 
in the summer months. 
This position offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$34 per hour depend-
ing on experience. Full 
slate of insurance ben-
efits and PTO available 
after a probationary 
period. Please email 
resume to: Payroll@
WolfCreekSk i.com 
(9/11/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hir ing an 
ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT. Those with 
Bookkeeping, Account-
ing, Clerical or Human 
Resources experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. The office is lo-
cated at the Ski Area 
located on top of Wolf 
Creek Pass and requires 
commuting throughout 
the winter months. This 
position offers skiing 
privileges and the com-
pensation starts at $24 
per hour depending 
on experience. Please 
email resume to: Pay-
roll@WolfCreekSki.
com (9/11/24)
EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R:  C E N T E R 
H E A D STA RT i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, ex-
perience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood de-
velopment and ECE 
reports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
the Center Head Start 
Office or on the web-
site. Questions please 
call the office at 719-
759-9259. (8/30/24)

FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START is 
searching for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a Bachelor’s 
degree, certificate or 
credential in social 
work, human services, 
family services, or 
counseling related field 
at hire or within 18 
months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if bi-
lingual (English/Span-
ish). Applications can 
be picked up the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (8/30/24)
DIRECTOR: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is searching for a high-
ly motivated DIREC-
TOR. Required to have 
a Bachelor’s degree. 
The Head Start director 
takes total responsi-
bility for administra-
tion of the program, 
including the planning, 
implementation, and 
evaluation. He/she will 
supervise all Head Start 
staff and is responsible 
for community involve-
ment in the program. 
He/she maintains a 
good working relation-
ship with the Regional 
Office. Ensures that 
the Head Start program 
is in compliance with 
Performance Standards 
and all policies of the 
National Head Start 
Program. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
BUS DRIVER/ CUS-
TODIAN: CENTER 
HEAD START is in 
search of a BUS DRIV-
ER / CUSTODIA N. 
Must have a Class B 
Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) with 
P25 endorsement. A 
good driving record. 
Able to do a pre-trip in-
spection to ensure func-
tioning maintenance 
of bus. Ability to work 
with children, parents, 
other staff, and commu-
nity people. Custodian 
must take responsibility 
for the overall main-
tenance of the Head 
Start facility. Knowl-
edge and understanding 
of safety and sanitation 
regulations and per-
form routine repairs as 
needed throughout the 
building. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24) 

T R O Y - B U I L T 
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450. 
Max 719-379-3123. 
(10/19/24)
SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580 - 0 033 
o r  719 -3 76 -2 5 9 3. 
(9/6/24-monthly)

E M E R I L  R I C E 
COOKER. $25 obo. 
Cal l 719-852-8879. 
(9/4/24)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. HORSE 
H AY  i n  S M A L L 
BA L E S a nd  COW 
HAY available in 3x3 
BALES. Contact Ed, if 
interested, leave a mes-
sage (719) 852-3069. 
(9/18/24)
H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (9/13/24-monthly)
ALFALFA HAY $7.50 
per bale. Call 719-274-
0380. (9/13/24)

YARD SALE: 13998 
County Road P, 1 mile 
west of ROMEO. Ex-
ercise equipment, fur-
niture, Temporpedic 
bed. Friday 8/30, Sat-
urday 8/31, 8am-5pm. 
(8/31/24)

341 - GARAGE 
SALE

8-31-24, 9-1-24, 8AM-
?. Sale 702 Craft Drive, 
ALAMOSA. Lots of 
stuff. (8/31/24)
M OV I N G  SA L E : 
FRIDAY 8/30, Satur-
day 8/31, 8am-2pm. 43 
Cascade, ALAMOSA. 
(8/31/24)
AUGUST 30TH: AN-
TIQUES, furniture, 
lawn décor, collect-
ables, massage table 
and equipment. 97 Si-
erra Ave.; one block 
from ASU @ 1st & 
Sierra. (8/30/24)

KRAMER SINGLE 
8 row ROUND BALE 
RETRIEVER. 719-
588-0168. (9/21/24)
N E W  H O L L A N D 
688 ROUND BALER, 
$8,000. 719-588-0168. 
(9/21/24)

FOR SALE: 2 gelded 
HORSES. Experienced 
trail/ pleasure riding, 
BOMB PROOF. Just in 
time for hunting season. 
Call for details, 719-
580-8291. (9/18/24)
NUBIAN BUCKS; 
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment, 
quality. Born 2023, 
Tricolored, dehorned, 
gentle. 719-588-6621, 
text. (9/25/24)

M I N I A -
TURE SCHNAUZER 
PUPPIES. READY. 
Vaccinations, wormed, 
groomed. M/F, Liver/
tan(chocolate). Sweet/
Playful/Smart. $500-
$1000, CKC registra-
tion available. 719-256-
4598, pattispuppys@
gmail.com, Patti Shel-
labarger, http://ritoalto-
kennels.com, 719-256-
4598. (9/17/24)
FREE GOLDEN RE-
TRIEVER PUPPIES 
to Forever Homes, due 
to relocating; 1 Male, 
1 Female. Excellent 
temperament! House 
trained with very good 
trainable natures & per-
fect for families with 
children and other pets! 
I will not re-home to 
just anyone. Preferably 
email me first at: steph-
aniechristensen59@
yahoo.com before Text 
(980) 353-7582. (9/4/24)
GREAT PYRENEES/ 
BERNESE MOUN-
TAIN DOG mix, avail-
able 9/9/24. $750/obo. 
Cal l 719-859-4245. 
(9/14/24)
8 FEMALE CHOCO-
LATE LABS, ready 
8/19, $300/obo. Call 
719-937-9718. (8/30/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

O N E  B E D RO O M 
A P A R T M E N T , 
downtown ALAMO-
SA. $700/ month, in-
cludes basic utilities. 
Interested? Email slvc-
brental@yahoo.com. 
Available October 1st. 
(9/7/24)

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR RENT: 
at 1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike-
(719)850-1961. (9/6/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1975/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (9/24/24)

NICE FURNISHED 
ROOM in ALAMOSA. 
720-436-5550. (9/4/24)

LIGHTLY USED 26’ 
2018 FOREST RIVER 
TOY HAULER, power 
surge protector, power 
jack. $18,600 Call 719-
850-1352. (9/4/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: A friend 
retired, moved and gave 
me her well-paying, once-
a-week job doing indus-
trial cleaning. It pays a 
sizable chunk of our bills. 
My husband, who agreed 
to work with me doing 
this, gives me a hard time 
every week by being late. 

 We need to be there 
after business hours at 
5:30 p.m. so we don’t 
interrupt anyone while 
they’re working. I have 
to remind my husband 
EVERY Wednesday that 
we need to be AT THE 
JOB. It causes fights. 
He makes his own hours 
at his other job. He can 
work whenever he wants 
and leave when it’s done. 
I was raised to believe, 
“If you’re early, you’re on 
time. If you’re on time, 
then you’re late.” His 
attitude is, “Why worry 
about when we show up?”

 I ’m angry that he 
doesn’t respect how im-
portant this job is to 
me. I’m his boss when it 
comes to this jobsite. How 
can I handle this? I’m so 
done. I can’t lose this job, 
and I can’t do it by myself! 
It’s HIPAA-protected, so 
not just anyone can do 
this with me. -- TIMED 
OUT IN THE MIDWEST

 DEAR TIMED OUT: 
How important is it that 
you start promptly at 
5:30? Could all the work 
get done if you started 
at 6? I know you are a 

stickler for promptness, 
but who set the hours? 
You and your husband 
might fight less often if 
you become more flexible. 

 However, if the prob-
lem persists, remind him 
that the extra income 
helps to pay important 
bills. If that doesn’t mo-
tivate him, stop fighting, 
contact the friend who 
gave you the job and ask if 
she has any suggestions 
about someone who could 
do what your husband 
has been doing. I wish 
you luck.

 DEAR ABBY: We’ve 
lived in our working-
class urban neighbor-
hood for decades. We have 
always made friends with 
our neighbors, including 
a young couple with a 
toddler two doors away. 
We don’t socialize with 
them other than to chat 
when we see them on the 
street, and we gave their 
daughter a onesie on her 
birthday last year. 

 Just before the pan-
demic, they acquired a 
rescue dog, which they 
often leave in their back-
yard. The animal barks 
nonstop for hours, which 
makes it difficult to enjoy 
being outside in our yard. 
We’re home most of the 
time, and my partner is 
a gardener, so he spends 
long hours out there. 

 What’s the best way 
to handle this? Friends 
who know more about 

dogs than we do tell us 
it’s impossible to break 
dogs of this habit. Do you 
think that because we 
haven’t complained they 
think we’re OK with it? 
We want to be good neigh-
bors. -- NOT OK WITH 
IT IN CALIFORNIA

 DEAR NOT OK: Dogs 
have been known to bark 
because of separation 
anxiety. If your neigh-
bors are away when their 
dog is creating a problem, 
and you have expressed 
nothing about it, you or 
your partner must let 
them know. The con-
versation doesn’t have 
to be confrontational, 
but nothing will change 
unless YOU step up and 
bark about it. Do it now, 
before you lose your 
minds.

Couple have divergent 
views about punctuality
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Lifestyle

Think Before
   Your Drink:
Plan Ahead for a Safe Ride Home.

One bad decision can cost 
a life. Protect yourself, 
your loved ones and 
everyone on the road by 
staying sober and focused 
behind the wheel this 
Labor Day Weekend.

ALAMOSA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Drinking & 
Driving

Please Call for a Ride!

DESTROYS 
FAMILIES

Photos by Marie Mccolm
The Kiwanis Club of Center float makes its way down the Mardi Gras parade route on 
Aug. 24 in Center.

Mardi Gras celebration takes Center by storm
By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — From an 

electronic bull, to thrill-
ing children’s rides, fa-
cepainting, water gun 
fights, vendors, and food 
trucks, Center’s first-ev-
er Mardi Gras all began 
in the morning with a 
colorful parade on Aug. 
24.

The event saw about 
150 people for the parade 
in the morning, and over 
500 people throughout 
the day.  

The theme for the event 
was chosen by Mayor Ar-
chie Gallegos. Gallegos 
said that it sounded like 
a fun theme, so they 
went with it. The parade 
was headed up by a Cen-
ter Police Department 
patrol car glistening in 
the early morning sun, 
as they went down the 
main highway in Center, 
adjacent to Casa Blanca 
Park.  

The main streets were 
lined with smiling adults 
and eager children, wait-
ing with colorful sacks, 
for the different floats 
and people who would 
be tossing candy dur-
ing the parade. The pa-
rade’s Grand Marshall, 
Judy Crawley, soon came 
down the road, smiling 

and waving from a clas-
sic white car.

Mayor Gallegos was 
also smiling and waving, 
while driving a black city 
truck in the parade. The 
Kiwanis Club of Center 
had an extremely im-
pressive float, decked out 
in purple with a large 
golden, traditional Mardi 
Gras mask adorning the 
front of the float.  

As the floats came 
down, lots of candy was 
thrown from the floats, 
and the children smiled 
happily, running into the 
streets, picking up the 
candy and loading it into 
their colored bags.

Each float and car in 
the parade was decked 
out with some form of 
Mardi Gras signage, and 
many of the people in the 
vehicles also gave out 
traditional Mardi Gras 
necklaces. Richard Gar-
cia of the Poor Boy Car 
Club was seen in the 
parade, giving out neck-
laces to many attendees.  

Casa Blanca Park was 
decked out with Mardi 
Gras balloons, and adults 
and children could be 
seen walking in the park 
and outside in the streets 
where the vendors were 
selling their wares, and 

many people could also 
be seen dancing in the 
streets to the live Span-
ish music band that was 
performing.

In the park’s corner, the 
electronic bull was buck-
ing and spinning around, 
with children and adults 
riding on it. Eight-year-
old Jesus Vargas was on 
the bull, and after riding 
it for a bit stepped down 
with a laugh.

“I want to do that 
again, but my mom says 
I have to wait a minute,” 
he said with a smile. “She 
said I could get dizzy, but 
it’s so fun.”  

Resident Diane Mar-
tinez said the event was 
nice and hoped they 
would consider putting it 
on every year.

“Monte Vista has Stam-
pede, and I know Del 
Norte has a big celebra-
tion too, we have events, 
but nothing really like 
this. I hope we can con-
vince the Town of Center 
to put this on next year, 
everyone was so excited 
about the parade. My 
grandkids loved getting 
candy and checking out 
the floats. The kids’ rides 
are just so cool. Yes, if 
Center keeps doing this, 
it would be a good thing 

for the town,” she said.
Valerie Atencio, a jew-

elry vendor at the event, 
said that she had a lot 
of interested people and 
it seemed like a good 
crowd.

“There’s been a few 
people out today, and I 
have done pretty good. 
This is a really nice event 
that the community put 
on,” she said.

Children pick up candy 
that is thrown from Mardi 

Gras parade floats on Aug. 
24 in Center.
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Celebrating 43 
years of great 
cars and good 

friends
By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — Alamo-
sa residents will hear the 
rumble of hot rods and 
classic cars this weekend 
as the 43rd annual Early 
Iron Festival rides into 
town.

The Early Iron Club and 
numerous local sponsors 
put on the festival. It is 
one of Alamosa’s biggest 
events and is held at Cole 
Park and the Alamosa 
Family Recreation Center 
at 2222 Old Stanford Rd. 
on Labor Day Weekend.

Roni Wisdom with the 
club said, “The SLV Ear-
ly Iron club members are 
looking forward to a great 
show again this year. We 
want to thank all of our 
major sponsors, car spon-
sors, volunteers, and, of 
course, the rodders who 
join us every year.   This 
show is special, and we 
love being able to bring it 
to Alamosa.”

The festival raises funds 
for a local non-profit; this 
year, Alamosa Volunteer 
Search and Rescue is the 
beneficiary. The group 
works under the supervi-
sion of the Alamosa Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. In a re-
cent comment to the Valley 

Early Iron Festival to bring hundreds of cool cars to Alamosa
Courier, Alamosa County 
Sheriff Robert Jackson 
said this about the search 
and rescue group, “They 
are well-trained and to-
tally committed to the 
Alamosa County Sheriff’s 
Office. I can’t say enough 
about them, and how 
well-trained and dedicat-
ed they are. Fundraisers 
like this event are very 
important, it helps them 
stay in business.”

The car show attracts 
people from throughout 
the San Luis Valley, the 
state, and other states, 
including New Mexico, 
Arizona, Texas, Utah, and 
Kansas. 

The festival has a pos-
itive economic impact on 
the Valley said Wisdom. 
“If you take just an aver-
age of two people per car, 
you’ve got a thousand 
people just coming into 
your community – not to 
mention everybody from 
the surrounding areas 
that come in all day Sat-
urday or come in for Sat-
urday night and just to 
see what’s going on and 

Courier file photo by John Waters

The 43rd Early Iron Car 
Show rolls into Alamosa 
on Friday, August 30, for 
a weekend filled with vin-
tage cars. Funds raised at 
the event will be donat-
ed to Alamosa Volunteer 
Search and Rescue. This 
vintage Chevrolet was part 
of the 2023 show.
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150 N. Broadway
Monte Vista

San Luis Valley
Auto Repair llc

Complete Automotive Service

Matt Ratzlaff
(719) 852-2536

go out.”
Registration begins at 

3:00 p.m. Friday, August 
30 in Cole Park. At 4:30 
the Sponsor and Rodder 
private party is sched-
uled. The Nitro Car Burn 
is at 9:00 p.m.

On Saturday, the park 
opens at 7:00 a.m. The 
Alamosa Senior Citizens 
Center, located adjacent 
to the park, will be serv-
ing a breakfast of biscuits 
and gravy, scrambled 
eggs, and hash browns for 
$8 beginning at 7:00 a.m. 
The Flag Raising Ceremo-
ny is at 9:00 a.m.

The Show n Shine runs 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

Other events on Satur-
day include a a Pinstripers 
Auction, a Ladies Tea and 
Vintage Fashion Show, 
both at 1:00 p.m. Rodders 
Banquet at the Alamosa 
Recreation Center starts 
at 5:30 p.m., and is located 
at 2222 Old Sanford Rd. 
The Slow Cruise through 
Downtown Alamosa is at 
8:00 p.m.

Festivities conclude with 
a 8:30 a.m. church service 
and a Poker Run at 9:00 
a.m. on Sunday, both in 
Cole Park.

“It’s a small club, but 
we have amazing volun-
teers that help us out,” 
Wisdom said. “Our club 
members work solidly 
year-round to get this all 
ready to go.

For more information 
and a complete schedule, 
visit earlyironclub.com.

Online at
www.alamosanews.com

719-589-2553
2205 State Ave. 

Alamosa

This 1949 Dodge was part of the 
42nd annual Early Iron Festival 

held last year in Alamosa. 

Courier file photo by John Waters
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