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Slight Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 80/47

Thurs: Slight Chance 
of Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 79/43

Fri: Slight Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 78/45

117 N. Main
Creede, CO 81126

(719) 658-0126

705 Grand
Del Norte, CO 81132

(719) 657-3376

TrueLocalBank.com

Within Your Reach!
Don’t let the sun set on your 
dreams of building a home.

Construction loans - new or remodel
Local service and decisions on all loans 
100 years serving Del Norte & the San Luis Valley

Registration 
open for Miner 

Walk/Run
ALAMOSA — The 2024 

Stephanie L Miner 5K Walk/
Run will be on Saturday, Sept. 
21, at Cole Park in Alamosa. 
The event begins at 9:45 a.m. 
with announcements to help 
fight cancer. All proceeds 
benefit the local cancer 
center.

Registration opens on Aug. 
28 and closes on Sept. 18. 
Costis $30 per person. Teams 
of 10 or more are $25 per 
person. Registration is $35 on 
the day of the event. T-Shirts 
are included in the price for 
the first 700 participants.

Run-Walk options are 
1-mile healthy walk, 2.5-mile 
walk, or a 5k walk.

Pe o p l e  c a n  r e g i s t e r 
online at https://runsignup.
com / Race /CO/Alamos a /
StephanieLMiner5kWalk 
andRun. Shirts will be ready 
on Aug 30. 

To register offline see the 
SLVH Foundation at 1921 
Main St. or contact Ariean 
Khoketkham, Foundation 
Assistant, at 719-587-6359.

‘Milagro 
Beanfield War’ 

in Saguache
S AG UAC H E  —  “ T h e 

Milagro Beanfield War” by 
John Nichols and directed 
by Millie Duran will be 
performed on the stage at 
the Mountain Valley School, 
403 Pitkin Ave., Saguache, 
on Thursday, Aug. 29. Doors 
open at 5:15 p.m. Students 
from the SLV will offer this 
stage adaptation of the novel 
by Nichols.

No change 
in Kit Carson 
Peak name

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
Although the proposal to 
rename Kit Carson Peak 
to Tabeguache Ute Peak 
in Saguache Count y is 
under consideration by 
the Colorado Geographic 
Naming Advisory Board, the 
issue was not on the agenda 
of the at their meeting on 
Aug. 26. The next meeting of 
the board has not yet been 
announced.

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — The 

Rio Grande Headwaters 
Land Trust (RiGHT) an-
nounced this week that 
Laura Cusick has become 
the Executive Director of 
the organization. Laura 
joined the land trust in 
March of 2023 to direct 
the Land Protection Pro-
gram. 

Cusick grew up in the 
Pacific Northwest and 
has lived in Maine, Wyo-
ming, Oregon and New 

Zealand. She loves to 
travel and experience 
new places, cultures and 
food. She holds a B.S. in 
environmental education, 
a graduate diploma in 
viticulture and enology, 
and her previous career 
as a winemaker in the 
Willamette Valley led 
her full circle to pursuing 
her true passion of con-
servation. Working with 
wine growers and vine-
yards across the state 
gave Laura plenty of ex-

perience with agriculture 
and small business op-
erations, and tending her 
own small acreage moti-
vated her to help others 
conserve their land.

In addition to those 
passions, Cusick loves 
the outdoors and enjoys 
skiing, hiking, camp-
ing, cooking, and curling 
up with a good book and 
glass of wine by the fire 
on a snowy day. She is 
excited to continue her 
career collaborating with 

all of RiGHT’s partners 
on land and water con-
servation in the San Luis 
Valley.

“We are excited to have 
Laura at the helm of our 
organization,” read a 
press release submitted 
by Kyler Brown. “We are 
currently looking to fill a 
position a development/
fundraising position 
within our staff. RiGHT 
is currently taking ap-
plications for new board 

Courtesy photo
Laura Cusick is named new 
executive director of the 
Rio Grande Headwaters 
Land Trust.

Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust 
announces new executive director

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Colorado Rural 

Health Center staff travelled to 
Alamosa recently to host a lun-
cheon aimed at celebrating Colo-
rado’s rural safety net clinics 
during this year’s Annual Safety 
Net Clinic Week (SNCW), Aug. 
12-16.

CRHC chose San Luis Valley 
Health Regional Medical Center 
to honor the work of San Luis 
Valley Health staff and to hold 
a reading of a governor’s procla-
mation.

“Safety net clinics are essential 
points of access for healthcare 
services in rural communities 
across the state. Quality care is 

provided to those who are unin-
sured, underinsured, or insured 
through public programs like 
Medicaid, CHP+ and Medicare 
thanks to our safety net clinics,” 
said CRHC CEO Michelle Mills. 

Pictured left to right, Alamosa 
County Commissioner Lori Laske, 

Alamosa City Councilor Dawn 
Krebs, Colorado State Represen-

tative Matthew Martinez, SLVH 
Special Projects Manager Becky 

Daniels, Alamosa Mayor Ty Cole-
man, and Colorado Rural Health 
Associate Director for Outreach 

Matthew Enquist.

Courtesy photo

CRHC celebrates Safety Net Clinic Week in Alamosa

By SOCIETY HALL
ALAMOSA — Society 

Hall is excited to bring 
back Irish singer-song-
writer Pat Byrne to Ala-
mosa. Now making his 
home in Austin, Texas, 
Byrne has rapidly been 
making a name for him-
self in Americana and 

alt-country circles every-
where across the country.

The concert will be at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 31, at Society Hall, 
400 Ross Ave., Alamosa. 
Doors will open at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are $20 and 
are available online at 
www.societyhall.org and 
at the Green Spot, 711 
State Ave., Alamosa. The 
concert will also stream 
live on the Society Hall 
Facebook page and You-
Tube channel.

An Irish singer-song-
writer, Byrne has come 
a long way since his first 
deal with Universal. In 
late 2017, Byrne began 
his migration to Austin, 
Texas. In 2019, he took 
the US by storm, with 
breakout performances at 
the 30A Festival, SXSW, 
Kerrville Folk Festival 
and the Americana Fes-
tival. Being immersed in 
the Texas music scene, 
his sophomore US re-

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier reporter
DENVER — History 

Colorado has been award-
ed a $300,000 grant from 
the Mellon Foundation to 
collaborate with residents 
of the San Luis Valley to 
develop sustainable, com-
munity-led preservation 
plans that preserve sites 
of meaning, provide eco-
nomic and social benefits 
and increase representa-
tion of the Valley on the 
State and National Regis-
ters of Historic Places.

The basis of this project 
is to create deep, meaning-
ful engagement with local 
leaders and community 
organizations in the San 
Luis Valley to identify 10 
sites that are eligible for 
listing on the State and 
National Registers.

Sites will be considered 

Photos Courtesy of History Colorado
S.P.M.D.T.U. in Antonito Is an example of historic resources in the San Luis Valley currently on the State and Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. 

History Colorado to engage communities 
in preserving San Luis Valley’s past

for research and nomina-
tion based upon the ben-
efit their designation will 
be to the public, including 
factors like how accessible 

the site to the community 
is, what kind of learning 
opportunities can the site 
provide and what are the 
site’s relationship and 

contributions to the local 
economy and social infra-
structure.

“The San Luis Valley 
was historically both a geo-

political and cultural bor-
derlands, in which the com-
bination and collision of 
Indigenous, Hispano, and 

Irish singer-songwriter 
Pat Byrne is returning to 
Society Hall for a concert 
on Aug. 31 in Alamosa.

Courtesy photo

Society Hall welcomes back singer-songwriter Byrne
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PENDING OBITUARY

OBITUARY

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obitu-

ary per day. Pending arrangements or death 
notices are free.  This charge affects funeral 
homes, family or other representatives that 
place obituaries.  All paid obituaries are pub-
lished on www.alamosanews.com, for no ad-
ditional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squin-
tana@alamosanews.com If the newspaper er-
rors in publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit rerun.  If the errors are on 
the part of the submitting party, an additional 
fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday
August 28, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Red Chili

Cinnamon Roll/Corn
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Sausage Patty On A Roll

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Red Chili
Cinnamon Roll/Corn

Veggie Cups
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Red Chili

Cinnamon Roll/Corn
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Cleo Patsy Cordova
Cleo Patsy Cordova, 75, a kind and generous woman, passed away peacefully 

on Aug. 26, 2024, in Alamosa, Colo. Services for Cleo are pending and will be an-
nounced through Rogers Family Mortuary.

Dustin James Kirkend-
all passed away on Aug. 
21, 2024, in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., at the age 
of 43. Born on March 29, 
1981, in Denver, Colo., 
Dustin’s boisterous na-
ture left a permanent 
mark on the hearts of all 
who knew him.

Dustin is survived by 
the love of his life Ta-
batha Downing, and 
their three cherished 
daughters, Olivia, Isa-
bella, and Sayde May 
Kirkendall, his parents 
Frank and Debi Kirk-
endall of Mosca, and his 
grandpa James Warner 
of Saguache, his grand-
parents Ted and Merry 
Kirkendall of South Da-
kota, his aunts Carlena 
(Larry Rodriguez) Ceja 
of Nebraska and Carla 
(Dale) Fogry of Nebras-
ka, his uncle Ryan Wil-
liams, and aunt Nicole 
Soto both of Denver. His 
life was enriched by his 
close-knit relationships 
with his cousins Kyle, 
Darren, and Jasper Ceja, 
Cameron (Austin) Gray 
and Jordan and Jeffery 
Heckman, along with 
numerous other fam-
ily members and dear 
friends who will miss 
him deeply.

Dustin was preceded 
in death by his sister 
and her husband, Nicole 

(Cyril) Carragher, his 
cousin Terry Ceja, and 
his grandparents Willa 
May and Roger Williams, 
and Dean Kirkendall.

For 22 years, Dustin 
dedicated his profes-
sional life to Publica-
tion Printers in Denver, 
where he was not only an 
employee but a cherished 
member of the work com-
munity. He loved his job 
and the people he worked 
with, giving the same 
passion and enthusiasm 
to his career as he did to 
every aspect of his life.

Known for his laugh-
ter and ability to light up 
any room, Dustin’s pres-
ence was a source of joy 
and comfort. He loved 
his sister very much and 
missed her very much. 
His caring and generous 
spirit made him a be-
loved figure, and his self-
less nature was evident 
in every interaction.

An avid outdoorsman, 
Dustin relished the time 

spent fishing and hunt-
ing, embracing the beau-
ty of nature. His love for 
his family and friends 
was unmatched, and he 
deeply cherished spend-
ing time with them. His 
favorite team was the 
Denver Broncos, one of 
his favorite pastimes was 
to watch them play.

Dustin’s laugh was a 
melody that all who knew 
him wish they could hear 
just once more. His gen-
erous, loving, and selfless 
character will forever 
be etched in the memo-
ries of those he touched. 
Dustin James Kirkendall 
lived a life full of love and 
laughter, and his legacy 
will continue to inspire 
and warm the hearts of 
many. He will be pro-
foundly missed!

There will be a visita-
tion on Friday, Aug. 30, 
2024, from 9:30 to 10:45 
a.m. at Rogers Fam-
ily Mortuary in Alamosa, 
then we will proceed to 
the Alamosa Cemetery 
for a graveside service to 
honor his life, starting at 
11 a.m. Services are in 
the care of Rogers Fam-
ily Mortuary.

To leave online con-
dolences, tributes, and 
words of comfort for 
Dustin’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Dustin James Kirkendall

By SAGUACHE COUNTY 
HOUSING AUTHORITY

SAGAUCHE COUNTY – In the cur-
rent housing crisis, developing more 
rental units that are priced to meet the 
wages of employees working throughout 
Saguache County has been an ongoing 
desire. The typical standard 
of affordability defined by 
HUD is only 30% of a 
household’s gross 
income should be 
spent on housing. 
The development 
of Range View 
in the Town of 
Saguache will 
directly ben-
efit households 
by meeting this 
standard of hous-
ing affordability.

The Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) de-
fines “low income” as a house-
hold earning equal or less than 80% of 
the Area Median Income. The most re-
cent HUD 2024 Income Limits for Sa-
guache County indicate that a house-
hold is considered to be “low income” 
with incomes noted below:

• a single-person household may earn 
equal to or less than $52,750 annually;

• a two-person household may earn 
equal to or less than $60,300 annually;

• a three-person household may earn 
equal or less than $67,850 annually;

• a four-person household may earn 
equal or less than $75,350 annually or 
less, etc.

Saguache County as a geographical 
region has generally depressed wages 
when compared to other regions in the 
state. The income levels noted above 
represent wages significantly higher 
than the average wage in Saguache 
County and in many cases would be 
considered a good salary for many jobs 
throughout the County.

The issue of depressed wages in Sa-
guache County is so impactful that the 
San Luis Valley Housing Needs As-
sessment — facilitated by SLV Hous-
ing Coalition under the leadership of 
Dawn Melgares, the Executive Director 
(see assessment for Town of Saguache) 
— identified the need for additional af-
fordable housing opportunities at rates 

far below the asking price for most 
rentals in the area.

This substantial need for additional 
affordable housing units was more pre-
cisely defined in a site-specific “mar-
ket demand study” commissioned by 
Northwest Real Estate Capital Corp 

(NWRECC) which indicated 
that Range View could 

consistently serve 
households with in-

comes at or below 
60% of the Area 
Median Income 
(AMI).

The most re-
cent Census not-
ed the median 
income in Sa-
guache County 
was $51,946 com-

pared to the State 
of Colorado’s me-

dian income of $89,309 
(HUD’s figures are more 

recent than the last census). 
The average person’s income for Sa-
guache County is $34,311 and when 
comparing these numbers to the allow-
able HUD income levels — it is possible 
to see how building the 32-unit Range 
View and expanding the Saguache 
County Housing Authority will impact 
employee retention.

When considering the above noted 
income levels — for context it is im-
portant to consider for example the 
pay rate of teachers at Mountain Val-
ley School. The first-year base pay sal-
ary for a teacher is $37,000. Attracting 
more teachers who would like to live in 
this rural community and who could 
also apply for SCHA affordable hous-
ing program now and into the future 
with the completion of Range View — 
one can see how folks who are attract-
ed to the region could put down roots, 
and possibly grow a family with both a 
steady job and affordable housing.

“The beauty of Range View is that in 
partnership with Northwest Real Es-
tate Capital Corp and all the contrib-
uting partners — the project directly 
impacts the process of building up our 
community and can help change old 
poverty narratives into that of a thriv-
ing Saguache County,” stated the Sa-
guache County Board of Commission-
ers.

Creating new affordable housing 
can stabilize Saguache County 

workforce needs

Cloyde Snook Gallery 
opening reception is Friday

Courtesy photo
ALAMOSA – The Adams State University Cloyde Snook Art Gallery currently fea-
tures ‘Floor Saga,’ the Church Project Community Art Center. Art alumna and 
founder/director of the project, Madeleine Ahlborn, will present a free lecture 
at 4 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, in the Visual Art Building room 130. Her presentation 
will include over 60 black and white photographs documenting the opening and 
renovation of an old church in Monte Vista into a community art center. A free 
reception, serving barbecue, will immediately follow the lecture. The reception 
includes recent works by art alumni Nora McBride and Matt Capell in the Hat-
field Gallery. The shows continue through Sept. 20. Gallery hours are 8 a.m. until 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

By JESSE PAUL
The Colorado Sun

Independent presiden-
tial candidate Robert F. 
Kennedy, who suspended 
his campaign last week 
and threw his weight be-
hind Republican Donald 
Trump, won’t remove his 
name from Colorado’s 
ballot.

Kennedy’s campaign 
informed Colorado elec-
tions officials of its deci-
sion on Tuesday. 

“We are not withdraw-
ing in Colorado,” Ken-
nedy’s campaign wrote to 
the Colorado Secretary of 
State’s Office. 

Kennedy suspended his 
campaign Friday, saying 
he didn’t have a pathway 
to victory. He endorsed 
Trump as he exited the 
race.

In suspending his cam-
paign, Kennedy said he 
would remove his name 
from the ballot in about 
10 swing states. How-
ever, he never said which 
ones.

Colorado used to be con-
sidered a swing state but 
now is generally regarded 
as firmly in Democrats’ 
hands.

The Colorado Sun 
reached out to Kennedy’s 
campaign several times 
after the announcement 
Friday asking if it would 
keep Kennedy’s name on 
Colorado’s November bal-
lot. We did not hear back.

Kennedy’s campaign 
can still change its mind. 
It has until Sept. 6 to 
remove his name from 
Colorado’s ballot. While 
Kennedy has verbally 
suspended his campaign, 
he will remain on the bal-
lot in Colorado and other 
states until he formally 
withdraws his name.

Kennedy qualified Aug. 
1 to appear on Colorado’s 
presidential primary bal-

lot as an independent 
presidential candidate 
after gathering at least 
1,500 voter signatures in 
each of the state’s eight 
congressional districts. 

The Associated Press 
says Kennedy has with-
drawn his name from 
the ballot in Arizona and 
Pennsylvania. But elec-
tion officials in the battle-
grounds of Michigan, Ne-
vada and Wisconsin told 
The AP it would be too 
late for Kennedy to take 
his name off the ballot 
even if he wants to do so.

Kennedy has said he 
has qualified to be on the 
ballot in about 20 states.

Kennedy’s decision to 
stay on the ballot in Col-
orado may be a play to 
help Trump.

Before President Joe 
Biden dropped his reelec-
tion bid, Kennedy was, for 
a third-party candidate, 
polling relatively well in 
Colorado. 

A poll conducted by 
Global Strategy Group 
among 800 registered 
voters from June 17-24 
showed Kennedy captur-
ing 12% of the vote in 
Colorado. Biden had 42% 
of the vote, according to 
the poll, while Trump 
had 36% and 5% were un-
decided.

The poll had a 2.5 per-
centage point margin of 
error. The Democratic 
firm accurately predicted 
2022 election outcomes in 
Colorado.

Andrew Baumann, the 
Global Strategies Group 
pollster who conducted 
the survey, said at the 
time that Kennedy was 
the reason for Biden’s 
relatively low numbers 
compared to his 13.5 per-
centage point victory in 
Colorado in 2020.

The Colorado Sun has 
not seen public presi-

dential race polling from 
Colorado since Biden 
dropped his bid and was 
replaced by Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris.

Only four third-party 
presidential candidates 
have received more than 
10% of the vote in Colo-
rado since 1904:

• In 1912, Teddy Roos-
evelt, running under the 
Progressive Party banner 
after serving as a Repub-
lican president, won 27% 
of the presidential vote 
in Colorado. Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson won the 
state with 43% of the vote, 
while incumbent Repub-
lican President William 
Howard Taft got 22%.

• In 1924, Progressive 
Party candidate Robert 
La Follette, a former Re-
publican, got 17.5% of the 
presidential vote in Colo-
rado, while Republican 
Calvin Coolidge, the ul-
timate winner, got 49%. 
Democrat John Davis got 
19%.

• In 1980, U.S. Rep. 
John Anderson, a former 
Republican, took 11% of 
the presidential vote in 
Colorado while running 
on the National Unity 
Campaign ticket. Repub-
lican Ronald Reagan got 
55% of Colorado’s vote 
while defeating incum-
bent Democratic Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, who 
got 31%.

• In 1992, Texas busi-
nessman Ross Perot took 
23% of the vote while run-
ning as an independent 
candidate. Democrat Bill 
Clinton got 40% to defeat 
Republican President 
George H.W. Bush, who 
received 36%.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will keep 
his name on Colorado’s ballot
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members. Go to rightslv.
org to contact us.”

The Rio Grande Head-
waters Land Trust was 
founded as a 501 (c)
(3) non-profit organi-
zation in 1999 to help 
secure water for the fu-
ture. Self-described as 
the only community’s 
land trust that serves 

the entire San Luis Val-
ley, RiGHT is commit-
ted to working with pri-
vate landowners, public 
agencies, and other con-
servation organizations 
to preserve the natu-
ral beauty and wildlife 
habitat of the area and 
to promote a sustainable 
agricultural way of life. 

As stated on the RiGHT 
website, the goals of the 
organization are to pro-
tect and support working 

ranches and farms, water 
resources, wildlife habi-
tat, scenic landscapes, 
and inspire a culture of 
conservation in the San 
Luis Valley.

A land trust is a non-
profit organization that, 
as all or part of its mis-
sion, actively works to 
conserve land. Land 
trusts traditionally 
achieve their conserva-
tion goals by acquiring 
and stewarding land 

or conservation ease-
ments. 

More recently many 
land trusts, like RiGHT, 
have started to broaden 
their programs beyond 
property acquisitions to 
help all people benefit 
from conserved lands. As 
stated on their website, 
“We believe working with 
more of our community 
will support our goal of 
protecting land and water 
forever.”

CRHC hosts SNCW each 
year to celebrate, honor 
and raise awareness of 
the work of safety net 
clinics and to educate 
policymakers, healthcare 
advocates and commu-
nity leaders on the neces-
sity of keeping our safety 
net intact and thriving.”

Konnie Martin, CEO of 
San Luis Valley Health, 
expressed gratitude and 
pride in being part of the 
safety net system, stat-
ing, “We are thankful to 
have a safety net system 
and very proud to be part 
of the safety net and tak-
ing care of our commu-
nity.”

Even though supple-
mental federal funding 
is unavailable to them, 
RHCs provide essential 
healthcare services to 
rural and underserved 
populations. While RHCs 
are diverse in their busi-
ness and practice models, 
they are comparable in 
their commitment to pro-
viding health and health-
care services to people in 
need. They deliver mean-
ingful results and value 
to their communities de-

spite limited funding for 
general operations, work-
force challenges, growing 
reporting and account-
ability requirements and 
changing payment and 
delivery models.

This year, CRHC host-
ed a celebratory lun-
cheon for policymakers, 
funders, providers, and 
other healthcare partners 
in Alamosa on Aug. 16. 
CRHC chose Alamosa to 
honor the hard work of 
San Luis Valley Health 
employees in the effort to 
pass SB24-168 this past 
legislative session.

SLVH Becky Daniels 
testified in front of the 
committee. Becky Dan-
iels shared her personal 
experience, noting, “This 
is the biggest and best 
thing I’ve done with my 
career in my 11 years of 
healthcare. It gives me a 
way to help our patients 
in a way they have never 
been helped before.”

Martin concluded, “It is 
an honor to have had the 
voice and to have had the 
team behind this impor-
tant initiative.”

This vital piece of leg-
islation, signed into law 
in May and co-sponsored 
by local representative 
Matthew Martinez (D), 

expands access to Re-
mote Patient Monitoring 
services and Continu-
ous Glucose Monitors for 
Medicaid members across 
Colorado. Read more 
about the bill on CRHC’s 
website https://corural-
health.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/10/168-
Fact-sheet-april-26.pdf 
and view a short advo-
cacy video on CRHC’s 
YouTube channel (https://
youtu.be/Li6UBdD9jMI).

“The efforts of San Luis 
Valley Health, as well 
as Melissa Memorial in 
Holyoke and countless 
other facilities and part-
ners, made the passage 
of SB24-168 possible 
this year. From testify-
ing in front of committee 
to education campaigns, 
the work of dedicated 
advocates such as these 
will make a real differ-
ence in patients’ lives,” 
said Mills. “Showcasing 
the important work done 
by our members is what 
the week was all about. 
Happy Safety Net Clinic 
Week.”

Governor Jared Polis 
also signed a declaration 
proclaiming August 12-16 
Safety Net Clinic Week 
in the state of Colorado. 
According to the procla-

mation, “these care set-
tings often lack sufficient 
workforce and technical 
resources, but are creat-
ing innovative solutions 
to delivering patient-cen-
tered, high-quality care 
in an efficient and effec-
tive manner.

“We express our grati-
tude to these clinics who 
dedicate their time, ener-
gy, and resources to serv-
ing their communities,” 
the proclamation contin-
ued.

The Colorado Rural 
Health Center was es-
tablished in 1991 as 
Colorado’s State Office of 
Rural Health. As a non-
profit corporation, CRHC 
serves dual roles as the 
State Office of Rural 
Health with the mission 
of assisting rural com-
munities in addressing 
healthcare issues; and as 
the State Rural Health 
Association, advocating 
for policy change to en-
sure that rural Colorado-
ans have access to com-
prehensive, affordable 
healthcare services of the 
highest quality.

For more information, 
visit www.coruralhealth.
org, call 303-832-7493, or 
call toll free 800-851-6782 
from rural Colorado.

Anglo peoples formed a hy-
brid culture that is like no 
other in the United States,” 
said Dawn DiPrince, Presi-
dent/CEO of History Colo-
rado and State Historic 
Preservation Officer. 

“Preserving the sites 
that tell the authentic sto-
ries of the Valley and pro-
vide collective meaning to 
its people is critical to rec-
ognizing the full breadth 
of our state’s history be-
fore it is lost to time. 

“This effort will also 
provide us an opportuni-
ty to invest in the future 
prosperity of the Valley as 
historic designations can 
provide access to funding 
avenues that can be used 
to protect sites which de-
fine communities,” Di-
Prince said.

While the specifics of 
how this project will be 

implemented are still 
being developed, Luke 
Perkins, History Colo-
rado’s Manager of Com-
munications and Public 
Relations, told the Valley 
Courier, “We’re planning 
to hold three major con-
vening events where we 
will engage with commu-
nity leaders to identify the 
sites. We’ll also be offering 
an honorarium for those 
people who attend.” 

In addition to provid-
ing technical support in 
researching and nomi-
nating sites, this grant 
funds consultation op-
portunities with grant-
writing and sustainabil-
ity planning experts who 
will help locals establish 
sustainability plans for 
each of the sites added to 
the State and National 
Registers. This consulta-
tion will assist locals to 
develop funding applica-
tions that support ongoing 
maintenance, operation, 

and/or redevelopment and 
restoration plans for sites 
so they both preserve the 
past and serve the con-
temporary and future 
needs of San Luis Valley 
and its residents.

It’s the hope of History 
Colorado that the preser-
vation support and proj-
ects put in place by this 
grant will continue to pay 
dividends for the commu-
nity long after the grant 
funded effort is completed 
by empowering locals to 
lead preservation efforts 
across the San Luis Val-
ley and provide a model 
for how preservation can 
meet the needs of under-
resourced communities.

“We are lucky that San 
Luis Valley communities 
have fiercely and lovingly 
preserved their rich his-
toric resources for genera-
tions, and we are eager to 
support their stewardship 
with additional resources 
and tools,” DiPrince said. 

“This project has the po-
tential to set a standard for 
how historic preservation 
can turn the vital markers 
of the past into economic 
drivers of the future.” 

The work done in the 
San Luis Valley will also 
provide History Colorado 
an extensive opportunity 
to evaluate the processes 
and procedures which 
govern nomination to the 
State Register. It is the 
organization’s hope that 
community input pro-
vided through this project 
will help remove any un-
due barriers that restrict 
marginalized communi-
ties from accessing histor-
ic designation and preser-
vation funding.

“When people think clas-
sically about historic prop-
erties, they envision stun-
ning Victorian houses, and 
the creations of renowned 
architects, but this only 
represents a portion of our 
shared history,” DiPrince 

said. “This work allows us 
to advance what historic 
preservation looks like and 
build an inclusive historic 
record that represents the 
experiences of all of Colo-
rado’s people.” 

Colorado Heritage for 
All is an intentional effort 
by History Colorado to ad-
dress the lack of represen-
tation of all of Colorado’s 
diverse communities on 
the State and National 
Register of Historic Plac-
es. Colorado Heritage for 
All supports nominations 
and the listing of 150 cur-
rently unrecognized his-
toric resources that tell 
the stories of marginal-
ized communities by the 
end of 2026.

History Colorado’s mis-

sion is to create a bet-
ter future for Colorado 
by inspiring wonder in 
our past. We serve as 
the state’s memory, pre-
serving and sharing the 
places, stories, and mate-
rial culture of Colorado 
through educational pro-
grams, historic preserva-
tion grants, collecting, 
outreach to Colorado 
communities, the History 
Colorado Center and Ste-
phen H. Hart Research 
Center in Denver, and 
10 other museums and 
historic attractions state-
wide. History Colorado is 
one of only six Smithson-
ian Affiliates in Colorado. 
Visit HistoryColorado.org, 
or call 303-HISTORY, for 
more information. 

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

CREEDE — Creede 
has been a busy place 
this summer and the 
mountain town has the 
best way to spice up the 
summer goodbye with a 
Labor Day weekend sure 
to entertain families of all 
ages. 

Friday, Aug. 30, begins 
the weekend with the 
Creede Farmer’s Market 
that offers a wide variety 
of goods, fresh veggies 
and homemade crafts. 

Saturday kicks off with 
the annual Creede Moun-
tain Run in the morning. 
This annual tradition is 
a great way to enjoy the 
last warm days of sum-
mer by running on some of 
Creede’s beautiful trails. 

According to the Creede 
and Mineral County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the Creede Mountain 
Run, established in 1987, 
celebrates the end of sum-
mer and the beginning of 
fall in the historic moun-

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
Labor Day weekend in Creede is expected to be spicy affair. Everyone is invited to enjoy the festivities and partici-
pate in the annual Salsa Fiesta

Labor Day celebration set to spice up Creede
tain town. This event 
offers participants the 
opportunity to enjoy the 
breathtaking San Juan 
Mountains on a 2, 12, 22 
mile, or 50K course.

The race begins in the 
town of Creede, leading 
racers along Main Street 
early in the morning, as 
sleepy stores open and 
coffee shop patrons step 
onto the street to cheer 
racers on. The course fol-
lows Willow Creek out of 
town and up toward the 
Black Pitch, testing their 
endurance for a quick al-
titude gain while piquing 
their interest with old 
mines hanging precari-
ously from vertical cliffs. 
The 12-milers round out 
the Bachelor Loop, while 
the 22-milers climb up to 
the top of the Continen-
tal Divide, before making 
their return into Creede 
and the start-finish line.

Registration for the 22 
Mile and 50K closes at 7 
a.m. with a prompt 7:30 
start time.

Registration for the 
12 Mile and 2 Mile Run/
Walk closes at 8:30 a.m. 
with a prompt 9 start 
time.

The fun doesn’t end 
there. Several shops will 
be open and welcoming 
people. Local restaurants 
will be serving delicious 
food and there will be 
musical entertainment 

throughout the town.
The annual Salsa Fies-

ta begins at 11 a.m. and 
features local recipes that 
are sure to keep things 
spicy throughout the day.

Salsa Fiesta tickets 
are on sale now through 
Labor Day weekend and 
can be purchased at the 
chamber. This is an excel-
lent opportunity for local 

restaurants and business 
owners to show off their 
culinary talents by offer-
ing salsa in four distinct 
categories – red, green, 
fruit and freestyle. 

In years past, the win-
ners have only received 
bragging rights but now, 
thanks to the Chamber of 
Commerce, each winner 
receives a trophy to show-

case their culinary skills.
Be sure to come to the 

Creede Repertory The-
atre to see some of the 
last productions of the 
season, including “Pri-
ma’s Guide to Funerals,” 
Boomtown, “Baskerville,” 
and “Young Franken-
stein.” For tickets or a full 
schedule of shows, visit 
www.creederep.org.

lease, “Into the Light,” 
has an edgier feel under-
scoring both emotional 
depth and greater con-
fidence, while blending 
new influences with his 
rich Irish heritage.

Upon seeing Byrne and 
his band playing “Dublin 
Blues” in Gruene Hall, Pe-
ter Blackstock, esteemed 
Austin (Texas) American-
Statesman music writer, 
said. “I know this song is 
on Steve Earle’s new al-
bum, but Pat does it bet-
ter, and I’ll stand on Guy 
Clark’s workbench in my 
brown suede Merrells 
and say that.”

Blackstock is not the 
only one out there de-
scribing Byrne as one of 
the most promising young 
singer-songwriters. Stu-
art Gray of Hot Press 
Magazine wrote, “Pat’s 
voice strikes an emotion-

al chord with his audi-
ence; ranging from seduc-
tive whisper one moment, 
to full-bodied rock ‘n’ roll 
growl the next.”

Even the vaunted Folk 
Alley was beside itself 
when it discovered Byrne 
in January of 2019 at the 
30A Songwriters Festi-
val in Florida: “When you 
combine the transcendent 
poetry of Bob Dylan with 
the gritty, real-world rock-
n-roll storytelling that 
Bruce Springsteen made 
so famous, and then add a 
dash of the political activ-
ism embodied by Woody 
Guthrie and Pete Seeger, 
you’ll have Irish singer-
songwriter Pat Byrne.”

Grab your tickets today 
for a special evening with 
Pat Byrne, who brings 
with him an undeniable 
voice born from a mashup 
of Cocker, Springsteen 
and Dylan, bridging the 
gaps of blues, folk and 
soul, live on Aug. 31 at 
Society Hall.

Byrne
■ Continued from Page 1
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The company I 
work for recently 
built a new ticket of-
fice at the base of 
Buttermilk Mountain 
in Aspen, Colorado. 
Environmentally, we 
killed it: argon-gas-
filled windows, super-
thick insulation and 
comprehensive air 
sealing, 100 percent 
electrification using 
heat pumps instead of 
gas boilers. All within budget.

Yet one of the first comments we re-
ceived was from a famous energy guru: 
“Nice building. But why do you have a 
heating system at all?” Or more sim-
ply put: “Why didn’t you build a perfect 
building, instead of just a really good 
one?”

Solving climate change could depend 
on how we answer that question. My an-
swer: Society needs the Prius of build-
ings, not the Tesla X.

The green building movement didn’t 
originate only from a desire to protect 
the environment. It often had elements 
of the bizarre ego gratification that 
trumped practicality.

Recall “Earthships” that used old 
tires and aluminum cans in the walls. 
Geodesic domes were interesting look-
ing but produced inordinate waste to 
build. They also leaked. Rudolf Steiner’s 
weirdly wonderful Goetheanum was an 
all-concrete structure designed to unite 
“what is spiritual in the human being to 
what is spiritual in the universe.”

Early practitioners such as Stein-
er, Buckminster Fuller, and Bill Mc-
Donough, among others, were often 
building monuments, whose ultimate 
goal became the concept of “net zero.” 

Go all-
electric—and 
help change 

the world

Auden
Schendler

Writers On 
The Range

Net zero was a building that released no 
carbon dioxide emissions at all.

Designers achieved that goal by con-
structing well-sealed, heavily insulated, 
properly oriented and controlled build-
ings — but then they did something 
wasteful. They added solar panels to 
make up for carbon dioxide emissions 
from heating with natural gas. The ap-
proach zeroed out emissions, but at ex-
traordinary cost that came in the form 
of added labor, expense and lost oppor-
tunity.

While net zero wasn’t a good idea even 
when most buildings were heated with 
natural gas, the rapid decarbonization 
of utility grids — happening almost ev-
erywhere — and advances in electrifica-
tion make the idea downright pointless.

Instead, all you need to build an even-
tual net zero building is to go all-elec-
tric. It won’t be net zero today, but it 
will be net zero when the grid reaches 
100% carbon-free power. So, all that re-
ally matters is that building codes re-
quire 100% electrification.

Yet many communities remain fo-
cused on that sexy goal of net zero, and 
therefore include requirements for solar 

panels, or “solar ready” wiring. Even 
apart from the issue of cost, many utili-
ties don’t need rooftop solar because 
they increasingly have access to huge 
solar arrays, giving them more electric-
ity than they need in peak times.

What utilities really need is energy 
storage and smart management. 

That means home batteries and grid 
integration that allows utilities to “talk” 
to buildings and turn off appliances dur-
ing peak times. The problem is that en-
vironmentalists haven’t evolved: Just 
like we can’t retire our tie-dyes, we think 
“green” means rooftop solar panels.

My company’s Buttermilk building 
passes the only test that matters: “If 
everyone built this kind of structure, 
would it solve the built environment’s 
portion of the climate problem?” The 
answer for our building is “yes.”

Still, aspirational monuments mat-
ter. We need the Lincoln Memorial, 
the Empire State Building. But if we’re 
going to solve climate change in build-
ings, which is about a third of the total 
problem, new structures will have to re-
conceive what we consider efficient and 
beautiful. And it doesn’t have to break 

the bank.
Electrification, for example, is getting 

cheaper every year. Years ago, I served 
on an environmental board for the town 
of Carbondale in western Colorado. The 
overwhelming interest there ended dan-
delion spraying in the town park. But at 
one point, we worked on a building. 

After a long conversation about the 
technical tricks and feats we could pull 
off, a Rudolf Steiner disciple named 
Farmer Jack Reed said: “We should also 
plant bulbs in the fall so colorful flowers 
blossom in the spring.” “Why?” I asked, 
stuck in my own technocratic hole. He 
said: “Because flowers are beautiful and 
they make people happy.”

So, too, are realistic solutions as we 
adapt to climate change.

 
Auden Schendler is a contributor 

to Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, an independent nonprofit 
dedicated to spurring lively conversation 
about the West. He is senior vice presi-
dent of sustainability at Aspen One. His 
book, “Terrible Beauty: Reckoning with 
Climate Complicity and Rediscovering 
our Soul,” comes out in November.

By DIANA JONES AND 
LUIS MURILLO

We’ve all seen the positive changes 
sweeping through the Alamosa School 
District, and it’s clear that our collec-
tive efforts are making a difference. 
From the ambitious Strategic Plan to 
the dedication of our educators, par-
ents, community partners, and the en-
thusiasm of our students, we are wit-
nessing a remarkable transformation 
in our schools. This momentum reflects 
our shared vision: to create an educa-
tional environment where every stu-
dent can thrive and every teacher feels 
supported.

The heart of this transformation is 
rooted in our Strategic Plan, which in-
cludes Core Beliefs, Mission, Vision, 
and the Profile of a Graduate. This plan 
has guided us toward fostering a strong 
sense of belonging, academic excel-
lence, and safe learning environments. 
Our district’s commitment to these val-
ues has been instrumental in driving 
the positive progress we’ve seen across 
our schools.

Our Board of Directors has embraced 
a vision for Alamosa that sets a high bar 
for excellence. Their vision articulated 
as “Our greatest hopes for the Alamosa 
School District is to continue improv-
ing academic achievement for all stu-
dents, expanding positive and relevant 
learning opportunities, and improving 
each school climate so Alamosa Schools 
can become the district of choice in the 
San Luis Valley, resulting in teachers 
wanting to teach here, and families and 
children wanting to attend school here, 
while leading to Alamosa being recog-
nized as the standard of excellence in 
rural Colorado” is both ambitious and 

inspiring.
The Board of Education has put forth 

a $28 million bond measure for the up-
coming November ballot to support this 
vision and ensure continued progress. 
This bond represents a critical opportu-
nity to invest in our educational facili-
ties, advance cutting-edge systems, and 
elevate the quality of our learning envi-
ronment. The decision to move forward 
with this bond reflects a deep commit-
ment to our entire school community’s 
long-term success and well-being.

If approved, this bond will primarily 
focus on key improvements at Alamosa 
High School and Ortega Middle School, 
with additional projects at our elemen-
tary schools and transportation and 
maintenance facilities. Let’s dive into 
what these enhancements will mean for 
our students and staff:

Alamosa High School will receive 
vital updates, including a secure en-
trance to enhance safety, modernized 
classrooms and restrooms, and essen-
tial maintenance work. These upgrades 
will help create a more secure and con-
ducive learning environment for our 
high school students.

Ortega Middle School will benefit 
from improving the learning environ-
ment by adding classrooms, increasing 
natural lighting, updating restrooms, 
and other necessary improvements. 
These changes are designed to support 
a more effective and engaging middle 
school experience.

Our elementary schools will see safe-
ty and security upgrades, alongside cru-
cial mechanical, electrical, and plumb-
ing updates. These improvements are 
essential for maintaining a comfortable 
and safe environment for our youngest 

learners.
Transportation and Maintenance Fa-

cilities will also receive attention, with 
plans to provide a secure location for 
storing and maintaining our district’s 
buses. This ensures that our transpor-
tation infrastructure remains reliable 
and efficient.

An exciting aspect of this bond pro-
posal is its potential to position the dis-
trict for a State of Colorado Building 
Excellent Schools Today (BEST) grant. 
This grant would provide additional 
funding for critical repairs and updates 
without requiring repayment from 
taxpayers. It’s a strategic move that 
could significantly enhance our ability 
to make essential improvements with 
state support.

The bond proposal comes with a fi-
nancial commitment: it would result in 
a tax increase of about $200 annually 
for the average-value home in the dis-
trict, and approximately $26 per month 
per $100,000 in actual value for com-
mercial properties. While any increase 
in taxes is a serious consideration, it’s 
important to weigh this against the 
long-term benefits of investing in our 
schools and community.

Additionally, it’s important to note 
that this bond proposal does not include 
the district’s planned purchase of the 
vacant Friday Health building on Main 
Street. This property, which the district 
is working to acquire separately for 
$2.3 million, is intended to serve as the 
new administrative headquarters and 
a space for alternative and online high 
school classes.

Our school district is the cornerstone 
of our community. The quality of edu-
cation our children receive directly im-

pacts their future and, by extension, 
the prosperity of our community. By 
supporting this bond measure, we’re in-
vesting not just in our schools but in the 
future of Alamosa.

This is our opportunity to ensure that 
our schools remain vibrant, safe, and 
equipped to provide the best possible 
education. Let’s seize this chance to 
continue building on the progress we’ve 
made and to create a legacy of excel-
lence for future generations.

As November approaches, I encour-
age you to consider the profound impact 
this bond could have. Our collective 
effort to support this measure is a tes-
tament to our commitment to the suc-
cess of our students and the strength of 
our community. Let’s come together to 
make this vision a reality and reaffirm 
our dedication to excellence in educa-
tion.

Diana Jones is superintendent of the 
Alamosa School District. Luis Murillo 
is the assistant superintendent of ASD.

ASD: Why your vote in November matters
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Poor Boy Car 
Club Car Show 
has 130 entries
By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — 

Monte Vista has seen its 
share of rain over the past 
few weeks, but on Satur-
day, Aug. 17, SoCo Suds 
and Sounds featuring the 
Poor Boy Car Club Car 
Show, and Valley Veterans 
ReCreation are the ones 
who brought the Thunder 
to Chapman Park, with 
over 3,000 attendees at the 
event this year, and 130 car 
show entries.

Since the event’s incep-
tion four years ago, it con-
tinues to outdo itself each 
year with larger atten-
dance numbers and more 
and more classic cars.

People from all over the 
Valley, the state, and from 
New Mexico, all came to 
support the various festivi-
ties, live demonstrations, 
and the beautiful collection 
of cars, bikes, and motor-
cycles. 

OptiMystics Citizens Ac-
tion Network President 
Adam Lock was excited 
about the continued growth 
of the event, but also an-
nounced this would be the 
last year the OptiMystics 
would participate in the 
event.

“Another exciting and 
fun-filled event in the 
books,” said Lock. “This 
was our biggest event so 
far, drawing an estimated 
3000 people to Chapman 
Park. Yet, for me it was 
also bittersweet, as this is 
the last time our group will 
be co-hosting SoCo Suds 
and Sounds.” 

Lock said that Valley 
Veterans ReCreation and 
the Poor Boy Car Club 
would be taking it over.

“This event should only 
get even bigger and bet-
ter though,” said Lock 
with a smile, adding that 
his favorite part of the 
festivities was seeing the 
community involvement. 
“Watching the perfor-
mances of the groups such 
as MS. Kais and the differ-
ent youth Cheerleaders, 
is not only heartwarming, 
but it aligns directly with 
our slogan of ‘Connecting 
people, Creating Commu-
nity.’”

The festivities also drew 
the crowds in, with a mul-
titude of vendors, multiple 
food and drink trucks, a 
cornhole tournament, and 
live demonstrations, in-
cluding performances from 
Monte Vista’s mini-cheer-
leading squad, the Del 
Norte mini–Spirit Squad, 
and MS. Kais academy of 
performing arts club. Gabe 
Duran was the DJ for the 
day, and live bands also 
performed at the event. 

Poor Boy Car Club Presi-
dent Richard Garcia was 
excited about the entries 
for the car show. For the 
past few years, Garcia has 
been wanting to break 
their record for the show 
and have more than 100 
participants. This year 
they went way beyond that 
drawing 130 entries.

“I couldn’t believe it, I 
have really wanted to break 
this one hundred, and what 
a blessing to break it by 

so much more this year,” 
Garcia said. “We are truly 
blessed by all the entries, 
and participants, by the 
people, who have traveled 
near and far, that came to-
gether to bring about this 
car show. The reason we do 
this is for the people.” 

Garcia, whose four 
daughters help him with 
the car show, said that his 
daughter Denise said it 
best when she said, “We 
are on such a high, from 
our car show with over 130 
entries. Our car club wish-
es to thank all the drivers 
for coming out for such a 
good cause. We love to give 
back to our SLV communi-
ty, a place we all love.” 

The Poor Boy Car Club 
donates the proceeds from 
their car shows to people 
who are sick or terminally 
ill and need help with ex-
penses. This year’s dona-
tions will take place after 
the final tallies are in from 
the car show. 

DJ Salazar of Valley Vet-
erans ReCreation spoke 
about his group’s involve-
ment in the event and how 
excited he is about making 
it even bigger next year.

“Talk about a great week-
end. Next year, we want to 
make this a two-day event, 
if we can. It was amazing to 
see the community out and 
enjoying such an event. We 
look forward to working 
with the Poor Boy Car Club 
and continuing to make 
this the premier car show 
and festival of the San Luis 
Valley,” he said.

Valley Veterans ReCre-
ation is all about engaging 
Veterans and first-respond-
ers in outdoor recreation. 
The group has been host-
ing events in Monte Vista 
and the San Luis Valley for 
Veterans. The group had a 
big booth at the car show 
and spoke to many people 
about their group and 
wants to incorporate as 
many Veterans and first-
responders as possible in 
next year’s car show. 

This year the car show 
also gave out more awards 
than ever with the top 
15 entries being recog-
nized. The following indi-
viduals were chosen for 
top 15 in this order, Lori 
Sharp, Phyllis Pacheco, 
Art Garcia, Jasmine Vigil, 
James Randall, Michael 
Rue, the duo Monica and 
Luciano, Tommy Vigil, 
Kathi Wright, Keith Pep-
per, Kent Pepper, Larry 
Hoover, Emilio and Shan-
non Lujan, Floyd Vigil, and 
Ron and Bee Marx. 

Best of Show went to 
Monte Vista’s Phinel Gar-
cia. People and Kids Choice 
was Brad Atencio, and La-
dies Choice was Joe Lopez. 

Phinel Garcia was ap-
preciative of the Best of 
Show award and said, “A 
special thanks to the Poor 
Boys Car Show and to all 
those who make this event 
possible. I am truly blessed 
and so honored to have 
won Best of Show with my 
Olds 442-W30, with more 
than 130 cars at this year’s 
show, the judges had some 
incredibly tough decisions. 
Again, I am truly honored 
and blessed and want to 
send my upmost gratitude 
to the Poor Boys Car Club 
and their continued suc-
cess.”

Photo by Marie Mccolm
Phinel Garcia speaks to someone about his car that received Best of Show at the Poor 
Boy Car Cub Car Show on Aug. 17 at Chapman Park in Monte Vista. The car show is 
part of the SoCo Suds and Sounds event.

SoCo Suds and Sounds 
draws large crowd
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Saturday, August 31
Women’s Soccer vs Colorado State 

University Pueblo at Alamosa, Colo
 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, September 5
Men’s & Women’s Soccer at Eastern 

New Mexico University at Portales, 
N.M.

 5:00 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball at Midwestern 

State University Texas at Wichita Falls, 
TX 

1:00 p.m.

Friday, September 6
Women’s Volleyball at Midwestern 

State University Texas at Wichita Falls, 
TX 

10:00 a.m.
Women’s Volleyball vs Northwestern 

Oklahoma State University at Wichita 
Falls, TX
2:00 a.m.
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Colorado Legislature debates further property tax cuts as special session convenes
By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

The Colorado General As-
sembly gaveled in on Mon-
day to consider a property 
tax proposal that backers 
say is a compromise deal to 
get rid of a pair of ballot ini-
tiatives that would severely 
cut local funding.

The House ended its com-
mittee hearings on Monday 
evening after a long day of 
witness testimony. They 
ushered through the main 
compromise bill and three 
other bills.

The Senate adjourned in 
the early afternoon after 
killing two bills in commit-
tee.

The session will last until 
at least Thursday.

The Legislature’s regular 
2024 session ended in May, 
but Democratic Gov. Jared 
Polis called it back to work 
to enact a deal that would 
persuade a duo of conser-
vative groups to pull two 
initiatives from November’s 
ballot and commit to not 
bring similar property tax 
proposals to future ballots. 
Those initiatives, Demo-
cratic legislative leadership 
warned, would deeply cut 
property tax revenue and be 
disastrous to state finances.

“What we are doing here 
today, at the governor’s call, 
is governing with great re-
sponsibility. This is a mo-
ment for us to diminish the 
threats of two ballot initia-
tives that would upend the 
state, that would deliver 
catastrophic blows to the 
investments we have made 
over these past few years — 
particularly to public edu-
cation, to the services that 
are provided locally within 
our state, and to special 
districts,” House Speaker 
Julie McCluskie, a Dillon 
Democrat, said ahead of the 
start of session on Monday 
morning.

Democrats hold strong 
majorities in both chambers 
of the Legislature.

Property taxes are col-
lected by local governments 
and fund services like 
schools and fire response. 
Though Colorado has some 
of the lowest rates in the 
country, property tax bills 
have spiked in Colorado in 
recent years largely due to 
rising home values.

“I’m looking forward to 
providing a little bit more 
property tax relief to those 
who need it the most, but 
most importantly, to getting 
the existential threat of (Ini-
tiatives 50 and 108) off the 
ballot and out of the equa-
tion for the future of our 
communities,” said Senate 
President Steve Fenberg, a 
Boulder Democrat.

Hope for sustainabil-
ity and certainty

In recent years, legisla-
tors have worked to incre-
mentally reduce property 
taxes in the state, including 
during a special session last 
November and through a 
bipartisan bill in May that 
reduced rates and provided 
over $1 billion in cuts but 
fell short of swaying ini-
tiative backers to take the 
measures off the ballot.

The deal on the table 
would reduce residential 
and many non-residential 
property assessment rates 
beginning with the 2025 
property tax year. It would 
also modify the local growth 
property tax revenue limit 
and establish a limit for 
school district revenue 
growth.

In total, the bill would 
provide about $248 million 
in savings in tax year 2025 
and about $271 million in 
savings for tax year 2026, 
according to a nonpartisan 
state analysis. It includes 
a mechanism to reimburse 
$81 million the first year 

and $92 million the second 
year to schools and local 
taxing districts.

Bill sponsors say it builds 
on the property tax relief 
bill from earlier this year.

The savings for individual 
homeowners will vary with 
location, but it would likely 
be less than an additional 
$100 per year. Sponsors 
hope it will offer some sus-
tainability and certainty to 
local government budgets.

In a letter Monday, the 
conservative organizations 
— Advance Colorado and 
Colorado Concern — behind 
Initiatives 50 and 108 said 
they would not bring any 
ballot initiatives that re-
duce property tax revenue 
for at least six years, as long 
as the Legislature, execu-
tive branch or courts don’t 
“go back on the provisions of 
the agreement.”

Initiative 50 would 
amend the state Constitu-
tion and limit property tax 
revenue growth to 4% state-
wide, while Initiative 108 
would cut property taxes by 
an estimated $2.4 billion.

The bill made it through 
committee with an 8-3 vote. 
The votes against were from 
Republican Rep. Scott Bot-
toms of Colorado Springs, 
Democratic Rep. Emily 
Sirota of Denver and Demo-
cratic Rep. Elizabeth Velas-
co of Glenwood Springs.

Proposed constitu-
tional amendment

Lawmakers introduced 
12 bills for the special ses-
sion aside from the primary 
compromise property tax 
bill. Committees killed the 
majority but left a few in-
tact.

That includes approving 
a bill brought by Demo-
cratic Rep. Mike Weissman 
of Aurora that would refer a 
constitutional amendment 
to voters this year requiring 
local jurisdictions to also ap-

prove, through an election, 
any successful statewide 
ballot initiative that affects 
property tax revenue.

Republicans have already 
criticized the bill as a move 
to block Coloradans from 
using the citizen ballot ini-
tiative process, but propo-
nents say it would be a way 
to pass property tax control 
back to local governments.

“What I’m very interested 
to see is which of the usual 
proponents of local control 

will oppose giving voters 
the chance to decide if they 
want more of it. Because 
that’s really what we’re 
talking about,” Kevin Bom-
mer, the executive director 
of the Colorado Municipal 
League, said in support of 
the Weissman bill.

Another bill that made it 
through from Democratic 
Rep. David Ortiz of Little-
ton would reduce assess-
ment rates for newly con-
structed accessible housing.

Bills that died in commit-
tee included one that would 
base property taxes on land 
value instead of home value, 
one that would have adjust-
ed value exemptions based 
on home value to give more 
relief to lower-income home-
owners, and one to reinstate 
the Gallagher Amendment, 
a 1982 constitutional mea-
sure that kept residential 
assessment rates low while 
raising rates accordingly for 
non-residential property.

Judge invalidates Pueblo ordinance that 
blocked needle exchange programs

By QUENTIN YOUNG
Colorado Newsline

A judge last week inval-
idated a Pueblo ordinance 
that prohibited syringe 
exchange programs, al-
lowing two such programs 
in the city to continue op-
erating.

The city enacted the or-
dinance earlier this year 
to prevent discarded nee-
dles in public, which were 
said to create a health 
hazard and lead to the 
congregation of drug users 
in public places.

But Pueblo District 
Court Judge Tayler Ma-
rie Thomas ruled that 
the ordinance conflicted 
with state law, which as 
of 2020 allows nonprofit 
organizations with rele-
vant experience to operate 
clean syringe exchange 
programs.

“The language of the Or-
dinance is overbroad and 
is incongruent with (state 
law),” Thomas wrote in 
a ruling Thursday. “The 
Ordinance’s language is 
an outright ban on the ex-
change of needles by Plain-
tiffs within Pueblo. The 
Ordinance and (state law) 
conflict in such a way that 
the two cannot coexist.”

The court said that 
though regulation of sy-
ringe exchange programs 
is a matter of both state 
and local concern, state 
law preempts local law 
when the two are irrecon-
cilable, as in this case.

The Pueblo City Coun-
cil in May voted 5-2 to 
ban syringe exchange 
programs. The nonprofits 
Colorado Health Network 
and the Southern Colo-
rado Harm Reduction As-
sociation, which were run-
ning such programs at the 
time, sued the city over 
the ordinance, and Thom-
as granted a temporary 
restraining order against 
the ordinance — essen-
tially blocking enforce-
ment of the ban — while 
the case proceeded.

At syringe exchange 
sites, people who use 
drugs can obtain sterile 
needles and get connected 
to resources and support 
services. The programs 
exemplify a “harm reduc-
tion” approach to public 
health, which has been 

shown to reduce disease 
transmission and prevent 
overdose deaths.

Thomas’ order noted 
that testimony in the 
case indicated that sy-
ringe exchange programs 
save lives and do not in-
crease substance abuse or 
crime. Testimony showed 
that “individuals who en-
gage in and use syringe 
exchange programs and 
their services are five 
times more likely to en-
ter drug treatment than 
those individuals (who) 
do no not engage with 
syringe exchange pro-
grams,” Thomas wrote.

The city had argued 
that the ordinance nar-
rowly prohibited one 
component — syringe 
distribution — of the non-
profits’ programs, and 
permitted other aspects of 
their work, such as educa-
tion and counseling.

But Thomas found that 
“providing an injection 

drug user access to ster-
ile injection equipment is 
a minimum requirement 
that all syringe exchange 
programs must have to 
operate pursuant to state 
statute,” meaning that al-
lowing the ordinance to 
remain in effect “would 
materially impede or de-
stroy the state’s clear in-
terest” in allowing syringe 
programs to continue.

“The Mayor and City 
Council remain concerned 
and committed to making a 
safer and cleaner city. The 
risk to the public with dis-
carded used needles is and 
will remain a high prior-
ity,” the city said in a state-
ment provided to Newsline 
by Geoffrey Klingsporn, the 
city’s attorney in the case. 
“These programs hand 
out over a million needles 
a year and only collect a 
fraction in return. The city 
will continue to work with 
counsel to regulate and ad-
dress this issue.”
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High school football previews – week 1
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – The 2024 

high school football season 
begins this week with 
every school in the San 
Luis Valley in action.

Here are thumbnail 
sketches of all of this 
week’s games:

#7 CENTAURI (0-0) 
AT #6 MEEKER (0-0)
T h i s  w e e k :  T h e 

Centauri Falcons will 
make a trip to Meeker on 
Friday with game time 
scheduled for 7 p.m.

Last year: The Falcons 
went 7-3. They won the 
league championship and 
advanced to the Class 
1A state playoffs. The 
Cowboys were 7-4 and 
they also went to the state 
playoffs and advanced to 
the semifinals.

Next week: Centauri 
will host Pagosa Springs 
next Friday beginning at 
7 p.m. Meeker will host 
Wiggins next Friday at 
6 p.m.

CENTER (0-0) AT 
NORTH FORK (0-0)
This week: The Center 

Vikings will travel to 
Hotchkiss to face the 
North Fork Miners Friday 
with kickoff slated for 1 
p.m.

Last year: The Vikings 
had a 1-8 record. The 
Miners went 5-4.

Next week: Center will 
host Olathe next Friday 
at 1 p.m. North Fork will 
have an open date.
LAS ANIMAS (0-0) AT 
SANGRE DE CRISTO 

(0-0)
This week: The Sangre 

de Cristo Thunderbirds 
move from 6-man to 8-man 
this season and will open 
the season by hosting 
the Las Animas Trojans. 
Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

L a s t  y e a r :  T h e 
Thunderbirds went 3-7 
and the Trojans had a 1-8 
record.

Next week: Sangre the 
Cristo will play Soroco 
next Saturday. The game 
will be played in Buena 
Vista and will begin at 1 
p.m. Las Animas will host 
Walsenburg next Friday 
at 7 p.m.
MANZANOLA (0-0) AT 

ANTONITO (0-0)
T h i s  w e e k :  T h e 

Antonito Trojans will host 

the Manzanola Bobcats 
Friday beginning at 1 p.m.

Last year: The Trojans 
played a limited schedule 
after reviving their 
program. They went 0-4.

The Bobcats went 2-7.
Next week: Antonito 

will travel to Bethune 
next Saturday for an 11 
a.m. kickoff. Manzanola 
will play at Primero next 
Friday at 7 p.m.
#10 MONTE VISTA (0-
0) AT ALAMOSA (0-0)

T h i s  w e e k :  T h e 
Alamosa Mean Moose 
will host the Monte Vista 
Pirates on Friday. The 
game will be played at 
Adams State University’s 
Rex Field and will begin 
at 7 p.m.

Last year: The Mean 
Moose won four games 
and lost six. They finished 
in a three-way tie for the 
Tri-Peaks League title, 

but they return to the 
Intermountain League 
this year. They advanced 
to the Class 2A state 
playoffs.

The Pirates went 6-3 
in 2024, but just missed 
going to the playoffs.

Next week: Alamosa 
will host Banning Lewis 
Academy and Monte Vista 
will travel to Rye. Both 
games will be played next 
Friday and will kick off at 
7 p.m.
OLATHE (0-0) AT DEL 

NORTE (0-0)
This week: The Del 

Norte Tigers will host 
the Olathe Pirates Friday 
beginning at 7 p.m.

Last year: The Tigers 
went 3-6. The Pirates did 
not play football last year.

Next week: Del Norte 
will have an open week. 
Olathe will travel to 
Center for a 1 p.m. kickoff.

SANFORD (0-0) AT 
#10 WEST GRAND 

(0-0)
This week: The Sanford 

Mustangs will travel to 
Kremmling to take on the 
West Grand Mustangs. 
Kickoff on Saturday is at 
5 p.m.

Last year: Sanford 
went 6-4 and advanced 
to the eight-man state 
playoffs. West Grand had 
an 8-2 record and also 
advanced to state.

Next week: Sanford 
will travel to Swink next 
Saturday for a 2 p.m. 
kickoff. West Grand will 
travel to Calhan next 

Friday with game time 
slated for 7 p.m.

SARGENT (0-0) AT 
LAKE COUNTY (0-0)
This week: The Sargent 

Farmers will travel to 
Leadville to take on the 
Lake County Panthers. 
Game time is at 6 p.m.

Last year: The Farmers 
went 4-5. The Panthers 
revived their program this 
season.

Next week: Sargent 
will host Hayden next 
Friday at 7 p.m. Lake 
County will play Clear 
Creek in Idaho Falls next 
Thursday at 7 p.m.
#10 SIERRA GRANDE 

(0-0) AT CHERAW 
(0-0)

This week: The Sierra 
Grande Panthers will 
travel to the Arkansas 
Valley to play the Cheraw 
Wolverines. Kickoff is at 
7 p.m.

L a s t  y e a r :  T h e 
Panthers were 7-4 and 
advanced to the 6-man 
state playoff quarterfinals. 
The Wolverines had a 2-8 
record.

Next week: Sierra 
Grande will host Deer 
Trail next Friday at 4 p.m. 
Cheraw will host Flagler 
next Friday at 7 p.m.

Courier file photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School’s Dyson Woodward looks 
for an open receiver in a game against Woodland 
Park last season. The Mean Moose open the 2024 
season Friday against Monte Vista at Adams State 
University’s Rex Field. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

Mean Moose play to 
scoreless draw in opener
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

Alamosa High School boys 
soccer team opened the 
2024 season on Monday 
as it hosted Salida at the 
AHS stadium.

The Mean Moose were 
unable to score a goal after 
80 minutes of play. But 
the Alamosa defense was 
stingy as it also did not 
allow any goals either in 
a 0-0 draw.

“I think our boys worked 
hard,” said Alamosa coach 
Hector Ramos Garcia. 
“We’ve been here together 
all summer long. We 
spent the entire off-season 
working and plotting and 
planning. I think it came 
to fruition today. Salida’s a 
tough opponent and we’re 
happy to have played them 
as close as we did.”

The Spartans were the 
more aggressive team as 
they had 11 shots on goal 
compared to four for the 
Mean Moose. Salida also 
had nine corner kicks with 
Alamosa having none.

AHS goalkeeper Todd 
Broyles stopped all 11 
shots he faced.

Alamosa (0-0-1) will 
host Lamar on Saturday.

“We played Lamar tough 
the last couple of years I’ve 
been here,” Garcia said. 
“They’re always a fun 

team to play and I look 
forward to seeing them 
again and putting some 
of our work we’ve done all 
week long into motion and 
into fruition.”

Game time at the AHS 
stadium is at 1 p.m.

Alamosa 0, Salida 0

Salida 0 0 – 0
Alamosa 0 0 – 0

Scoring
None
Shots on goal – Salida 6-5—11, Ala-
mosa 3-1—4.
Corner kicks – Salida 1-8—9, Alamosa 
0-0—0
Goalkeepers – S: Salazar (saves 3-1—
4); A: Broyles (saves 6-5—11).

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School’s Ben Tibbitts kicks the ball 
downfield in Monday’s game against Salida. The 
game ended in a 0-0 draw.

Moose, Pirates compete 
at Cortez meet

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Alamosa and 
Monte Vista high school boys golf teams 
competed at the Montezuma-Cortez 
Invitational Tuesday at Conquistador 
Golf Course.

The Pirates took third place with 241. 
They were led by Kaden Mellott who took 
eighth place with a 79, Connor Mellott 
who was ninth with an 80, Jakoby Ross 
who was 13th with an 82, Liam Ellithorpe 
who was 17th with an 84, and Logan 
Futrell who was 30th with a 95.

The Mean Moose placed eighth with 
272. Leading Alamosa was Serjio Najera 
who was 23rd with an 87, followed by 
Kobe Mizokami who was 25th with an 
88, Josh Cline who was 32nd with a 97 
and Clayton Treinen who was 34th with 

a 102.
Durango won the tournament with 223, 

followed by Montezuma-Cortez with 227.
Cortez’s Vince Lopez was the medalist 

with a two-under-par 70, followed by 
Pagosa Springs’ Johnathon Smith with 
a one-under-par 71.

Alamosa and Monte Vista, along with 
Del Norte, will be at the Pagosa Springs 
Invitational on Wednesday.
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1591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-27771591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-2777
garciaautosales.1591@gmail.comgarciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

GREAT DEALS HAPPEN GREAT DEALS HAPPEN 
AT GARCIA AUTO!!AT GARCIA AUTO!!

(on Select Vehicles)(on Select Vehicles)  
We can find You the Perfect We can find You the Perfect 

Vehicle on requestVehicle on request

We’re making it easy
to get behind the wheel!

In-House FinancingIn-House Financing  
OUR OUR 

LOW-PRICE LOW-PRICE 
GUARANTEE!GUARANTEE!

15% 15% DISCOUNTDISCOUNT
On your next oil service or on labor for a repair!

Bring this coupon in for

Photo by Marie Mccolm
Cheryl Morris painted the playful mural on the City of Monte Vista’s water building on 
Highway 285 near the new O’Reilly’s Auto Parts building in Monte Vista.

City water building brought to life by local artist
By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — On 

Highway 285, nestled near 
the new O’Reilly’s Auto 
Parts building, a water 
building that belongs to 
the City of Monte Vista 
has come to life.

Multiple adorable farm 
animals have been added 
to the building, appearing 
to peek out from behind 
the bricks and smiling at 
everyone who passes by it. 

Artist Cheyrl Morris 
is the magician behind 
the playful mural. Morris 
is excited about her cre-
ation and smiling next to 
the water building as she 
spoke about the inspira-
tion for the project.

“Well, I wanted to put 
a smile on people’s faces, 
not just have them look 
and go aww. When I saw 
these bricks on this build-
ing, you’re not going to 
believe this, but I also saw 
a car that had these pets 
on the window. It looked 
like the pets were break-
ing through the glass. I 
thought to myself, this 
building is just calling for 
animals to peek through it. 
I decided I wanted it to be 
more fun than aww, when 
people saw it, and that’s 
why I went with these 
characters,” she said with 

a smile. 
Morris said the draw-

ings are called caricatures, 
as they are cartoon ani-
mals. The water building 
now has a peeking cow, 
lamb, goat, at least three 
horses, a burro, a lama, 
and the building also has a 
bull, with a pink pig stand-
ing nearby, and in the cor-
ner of the pig is a tiny web 
with a spider in it, reminis-
cent of “Charlotte’s Web.”

Morris said the idea for 
the tiny spider came from 
Monte Vista’s own City 
Manager Gigi Dennis.

“Gigi saw the pig and 
she said oh you just have 
to just put Charlotte in 
there,” Morris said with a 
chuckle. “So, I drew Char-
lotte, and I was surprised 
because my 13-year-old 
granddaughter, who I 
thought would know noth-
ing about Charlotte’s web, 
also noticed that Charlotte 
was in there.”

Morris began painting 
in kindergarten. She said 
her kindergarten teacher 
told her and her mother 
that she would be an artist 
someday.

“She told us that I was 
going to be an artist be-
cause I drew a little house, 
but added curtains, and a 
windowsill, and put side-

walks and flowers, lots 
of details, not just a tiny 
house. With the influence 
of that, I started drawing. 
I drew horses first, and I 
have been drawing ever 
since,” she said.

Morris also created the 
“Running Thunder” mural 
for the City of Monte Vista. 
It depicts horses in flight 
and is on the side of the 
Stars and Strikes bowling 
alley. She enjoys painting 
these scenes for the city 
and hopes to do more.

“I had all this paint 
left from the mural of the 
horses, that I painted at 
the bowling alley, and I 
approached the city about 
adding these animals to 
this water building and 
they thought it was a great 
idea, so we went with it. 
If there is a chance for me 
to paint more of these mu-
rals, I would just love to, I 
really enjoy painting,” she 
said. 

Morris said that her lat-
est mural took her about a 
week to paint, close to 40 
hours, and she thoroughly 
enjoyed painting the ani-
mals. She grew up with an 
agricultural background 
and believes that pictures 
of agriculture just add to 
the picturesque views of 
agriculture in town.

“I was blessed with a lit-
tle bit of talent, and this is 
something I enjoy. I enjoy 
contributing to my com-
munity. The city is going 
to pay for the sealant, and 
I was happy to donate my 
time, and paint these ani-
mals. It worked out nicely, 
and I hope to make every-
one smile,” she said.

By LINDSEY TOOMER
Colorado Newsline

Colorado voters have 
several options for vot-
ing in an election, given 
the state’s automatic mail 
ballot system and early in-
person voting.

All active registered 
voters in Colorado will re-
ceive a ballot in the mail 
ahead of the Nov. 5 elec-
tion. County clerks will 
begin mailing ballots to 
voters on Oct. 11, though 
voters can request a mail 
ballot from the clerk’s of-
fice in person starting on 
Oct. 4. 

Mail ballots can either 
be stamped and mailed 
back through the post of-
fice or returned to a bal-
lot drop box, so long as 
the ballot gets to the lo-
cal county clerk’s office by 
7 p.m. on Election Day. 
County elections offices 
can provide ballot drop 
box and voting center lo-
cations.  

A person must register 

to vote by Oct. 28 to re-
ceive a ballot in the mail. 
After that date, voters can 
register and vote in person 
at voter service and polling 
centers through Election 
Day. Coloradans can track 
their ballot to see when it 
is mailed and when it is 
counted through Ballot-
Trax. 

Voters can vote in per-
son if they don’t want to 
use or didn’t receive a mail 
ballot. Voter service and 
polling centers open 15 
days before Election Day, 
on Oct. 21. County ballot 
drop boxes open starting 
Oct. 21. 

Voters don’t need to vote 
in every race or on every 
ballot measure included 
on their ballot. Whichever 
items they vote on will be 
counted. 

A voter who is in line at 
a voting center after 7 p.m. 
on Election Day will still 
be able to vote so long as 
they were in line by that 
time. 

If voting in person, a vot-
er needs to present a valid 
form of identification. Ac-
ceptable forms of identifi-
cation include: 

• A valid Colorado driv-
er’s license or ID card

• A valid U.S. passport
• A valid government 

issued employee identifi-
cation card with a photo-
graph 

• A valid pilot’s license 
issued by an authorized 
U.S. agency

• A valid military iden-
tification card with a pho-
tograph 

• A copy of a utility bill, 
bank statement, govern-
ment check, paycheck, or 
other government docu-
ment that shows name 
and address dated within 
the prior 60 days

• A certificate of degree 
of Indian or Alaskan Na-
tive blood

• A valid Medicare or 
Medicaid card 

• A certified copy of a 
U.S. birth certificate

• Certified documenta-
tion of naturalization

• A valid student iden-
tification card with a pho-
tograph from a Colorado 
institution of higher edu-
cation

• A valid veteran identi-
fication card with a photo-
graph 

• A valid identification 
card issued by a federally 
recognized tribal govern-
ment 

Colorado voters can veri-
fy their registration status 
on the secretary of state’s 
website using their name, 
birthday and ZIP code.

Voting basics: How to vote in Colorado
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Request For Proposal (RFP) Hangar Renovation Project
Saguache County is looking for a person or contractor for demolition 
and removal of hangars and rubbish on Leach Airport property.
There are several hangar structures at Leach Airport that need to be 
demolished.  Saguache County seeks to have all non-viable hang-
ers demolished and all associated rubbish on the property removed. 
See attached map – T Hangar C to be torn down, T Hangar E to be 
torn down, T Hangar F to be torn down, Hangar F3 torn down.  Total 
of Hangars to be torn down – 4. 
A map will be available at www.saguachecounty.c11olorado.gov to 
identify targeted structures for this demolition proposal.  Saguache 
County reserves the right to start accepting proposals on Monday, 
August 12, 2024, with the understanding RFP process will remain 
open until September 6, 2024, at 3pm.
If you are interested in the removal of the items at Leach Airport 
please send a letter of interest to Wendi Maez, PO Box 100, Sagua-
che, CO 81149 or you may email your letter of interest to wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.gov.  
For additional information please contact either Wendi Maez at 719-
655-2231 or Jed Ellithorpe at 719-850-1928.
No. 4079.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 20, 21, 23, 24, 27, & 28, 
2024.

DISTRICT COURT, COSTILLA COUNTY, COLORADO
Court Address:
304 Main Street 
PO Box 301
San Luis, CO 81152
In the Matter of the Estate of:
LAURIE ELAIN BAKER, a/k/a/ LAURIE E. BAKER, a/k/a/ LAURIE 
BAKER;
Deceased.
COURT USE ONLY
Attorneys for Christal Renee Davis, Personal Representative:
CHAYET & DANZO, LLC
Marco D. Chayet, #29815
Jenny M. Vultaggio, #48696
650 S. Cherry Street, Suite 710, Denver, CO 80246
Phone Number: (303) 355-8500  Fax Number: (303) 355-8501
E-mail:
Marco@ColoradoElderLaw.com
Vultaggio@ColoradoElderLaw.com
Case Number: 2024PR30024
Division:    Courtroom:
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO 
C.R.S.’ 15-12-801
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Laurie Elain Baker, Deceased
Case No. 2024PR30024
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are re-
quired to present them to the Personal Representative or to the Cos-
tilla County District Court on or before December 16, 2024 or the 
claims may be forever barred.
Christal Renee Davis
Personal Representative
c/o CHAYET & DANZO, LLC
650 S. Cherry St., #710
Denver, CO 80246
(303) 355-8500
No. 4084.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 14, 21, & 28, 2024.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
DESIGN BUILD SERVICES
#2024-01 Town of Del Norte

Addition to Existing Town Hall/Railroad Depot Structure
Project: The Town of Del Norte is requesting bids from qualified and 
licensed firm to provide Design Build Services for work at 140 Spruce 
Street, Del Norte, CO 81132 
Scope of Work: Provide professional services to extend existing build-
ing to the east to create an enlarged dual-purpose Council Chambers/
Court Room that adjoins and includes Judges Chambers, Jury Room, 
Witness Waiting Room, Public Restrooms, and court records storage/
filing room. All component rooms as well as existing Town Offices 
must be lockable and provide privacy from General Public.
The new exterior must be similar in quality and visually complimen-
tary to the existing historic building and will include moving existing 
ground mounted solar array onto the new roof. 
Utility work will require extended electric service, water, wastewater, 
exterior lighting, and cooling/heating into new addition.
Funding: Project is not fully funded currently and upon receipt of 
proposals will quickly go out for full funding via granting facilities as 
needed.
Submittal Requirements: Submitters must have done an onsite visit 
with the Town Administrator for specific Q&E.  All proposals must in-
clude detailed spec sheets, an approximate project timeline, approxi-
mate costs, references, list of similar completed work if available, and 
any other special requirements needed for the completion of the work 
that is proposed.  
FYI: The Town of Del Norte is subject to any and all public notice and 
public information laws and requirements. If any information is propri-
etary, confidential, or needs legal protections, those conditions must 
be made clear in each document. Please submit both hard copy and 
electronic copies of the proposal to the Town of Del Norte.
For further information: please contact The Town of Del Norte, Town 
Administrator Bernadette Martinez at delnorte1860@o0utlook.com or 
at (719) 657-2708.
No. 4099.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 31, September 3, 
4, & 7, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal to Drill a Well
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District (District) is seeking 
proposals from qualified well drillers to drill a 20-inch, 220 foot deep 
confined aquifer well in Saguache County. Contact Chris Ivers at the 
District office at (719) 589-6301 for a BID packet with full details.  
Additionally, you can access this information online at www.rgwcd.
org.  In your response, please include your qualifications to drill this 
type of well, a cost estimate for drilling the well, and your timeline 
for completing the project. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 
p.m. September 27, 2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail 
to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to 
chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4107.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

Notice of Request for Proposal
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District is seeking proposals 
from qualified CONTRACTORS to grade a road, install 2 culverts, 
install approximately 303 feet of piping from an augmentation well, 
and construct a riprap ditch. The pipeline has 12 inch and 16-inch 
diameter sections. Contact the district office at (719) 589-6301 for a 
BID packet with full details.  Additionally, you can access this informa-
tion online at www.rgwcd.org.  In your response, please include your 
relevant qualifications, and your timeline for completing the PROJ-
ECT. Proposals will be accepted through 1:30 p.m. September 27, 
2024 and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 Indepen-
dence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@rgwcd.org.
No. 4108.
Publish in the Valley Courier on August 27, 28, 30, 31, September 3, 
4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, & 14, 2024.

LIVE YOUR DREAM

• We are currently hiring Full and Part-Time Hair Stylists
• Earn up to $30 per hr. (including tips & incentives)
• Paid Weekly - w/CC tips on weekly paycheck
• Must be able to work weekends and evenings

Benefits include:
• Hire On Bonus $350
• Vacation & Holiday Pay
• Savings Plan

If You are  interested please apply in person at the Alamosa Salon
(3318 Clark Street – near Walmart) or on-line at:        

https://jobs.greatclips.com/location

SHC BAKE SALE, 
COLE PARK, 2nd St. 
entrance, Saturday Au-
gust 31, 7am. The annual 
Sacred Heart Church fall 
bake sale will be stocked 
with all the favorites- 
cookies, breads, muf-
fins, brownies, candies, 
pies & tortillas. We will 
also have the “Baker’s 
Delight”- an assortment 
plate for those wanting a 
little taste of everything. 
All proceeds from this 
event go to repairs in 
Faistl Hall; a facility 
used by many commu-
nity groups. (8/31/24)

H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not 
required, on the job 
training. Good pay, flex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(9/17/24)
INSURED QUALITY 
FENCING INSTAL-
L AT ION.  O f fe r i ng 
quotes for wire and post 
rail. Call 719-371-7932. 
(9/24/24)
P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(8/28/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
CA L L A N Y T I M E, 
WEEKENDS and EVE-
NINGS:719-580-0033 
o r  7 1 9 -3 7 6 - 2 5 9 3 . 
(9/6/24-monthly)

221 - 
HELP WANTED

VA L L E Y  RO O T S 
FOOD HUB GENER-
AL MANAGER. San 
Luis Valley Local Foods 
Coalition seeks a Val-
ley Roots Food Hub 
General Manager. As 
the General Manager, 
you will learn, under-
stand, and oversee the 
jobs of Driver, Aggrega-
tor, Markets Manager, 
Warehouse Manager, 
Operations Manager, 
Bookkeeper, Kitchen 
Manager, Sales Man-
ager, and Fleet Manager. 
Minimum of 5 years 
of relevant experience. 
Submit your resume and 
cover letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. Additional 
requirements can be 
found at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. Appli-
cations close September 
15th, 2024. (9/11/24)
SALAZAR MEATS 
N EA R M A NASSA 
interviewing for PRO-
DUC T ION ASSIS -
TANT position. $17-24/
hr depending on experi-
ence. Please call 347-
407-1622. (9/17/24)

OP TI MAL HOME 
HEALTH CARE is 
seeking a PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST who will 
be responsible for pro-
viding comprehensive 
physical therapy ser-
vices to patients in their 
place of residence. We 
provide exceptional, 
individualized home 
healthcare to improve 
their overall wellness 
in the comfort of their 
homes. This position 
offers complete f lex-
ibil ity AND upward 
mobi l ity.  Our work 
environment includes: 
Open supportive cul-
ture with a vision to 
provide transformative 
care to those we serve; 
Professional level care 
in a fun environment; 
Collaborative; Culture 
of openness and safety. 
`̀ ` Requirements: `̀ ` To 
be successful in this 
role, you should possess 
the following qualifica-
tions: Valid license or 
certification as a Physi-
cal Therapist; Previous 
experience working in 
a hospital or healthcare 
setting preferred; Strong 
knowledge of medical 
terminology, anatomy, 
and physiology; Famil-
iarity with pediatr ic 
physical therapy and 
acute care is a plus; 
Excellent communica-
tion and interpersonal 
skills to effectively in-
teract with patients and 
healthcare team mem-
bers; Ability to work 
independently as well as 
collaboratively in a team 
environment; Strong 
problem-solving skills 
and abil ity to adapt 
treatment plans based 
on patient progress. If 
you are passionate about 
helping patients regain 
their mobility and im-
prove their quality of 
life, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. 
We offer competitive 
pay rates and medical 
benefits such as medi-
cal insurance and paid 
time off. Join our team 
of dedicated healthcare 
professionals. Please 
contact Audrea Gallegos 
at 719-580-2083 with 
any questions or fax re-
sumes to 719-206-3226. 
Thank You. Job Types: 
Full-Time, Part-time and 
PRN positions available. 
(9/6/24)
THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT is seeking 
a highly motivated and 
experienced law en-
forcement professional 
to join our team as a PO-
LICE SERGEANT. The 
ideal candidate will have 
a proven track record 
of leadership, strong 
communication skills, 
and a commitment to 
community policing. To 
be eligible for the posi-
tion of Patrol Sergeant, 
in addition to general 
eligibility requirements, 
an applicant must be 
Colorado POST certi-
fied in good standing, 
have served a minimum 
of five years as a Cor-
poral or equivalent, or 
of higher rank with a 
similar-sized agency, 
and have documented 
a minimum of 40 hours 
of leadership/supervi-
sion training. A similar-
sized agency is defined 
as an agency having 15 
or more officers. Com-
pensation and benefits 
include a hiring pay 
range of $33.31-$34.98 
per hour depending on 
qualifications, FLSA 
non-exempt; a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match to retirement; 
paid time off includes 80 
hours of vacation leave 
annually, 80 hours of 
sick leave annually, two 
personal days per year, 
and 11.5 paid holidays; 
medical, dental, and vi-
sion benefits with 75% 
paid by the employer; 
employer paid short & 
long-term disability; 
group life insurance up 
to $100,000 in cover-
age for employee and 
$5,000 for dependents; 
a free recreation mem-
bership & discounted 
golf membership. To 
apply, complete the Law 
Enforcement application 
at cityofalamosa.org, 
and attach your resume, 
POST certification, and 
proof of 40 hours of 
leadership/supervision 
training. For questions, 
contact Jolene Webb, HR 
& Risk Manager at 719-
587-2029 or jwebb@
ci.alamosa.co.us. The 
deadline to apply is Sep-
tember 13, 2024, by 5:00 
pm. (9/13/24)
C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. Open 
until filled. For ques-
tions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/14/24)

COME BE A part of 
t he  CEN T EN N I A L 
R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications 
for a FRONT OFFICE 
C L E R K /  SC HO OL 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTA N T and a 
VARIETY of SUBSTI-
TUTES. Positions will 
remain open until filled. 
Please submit a resume, 
three letters of recom-
mendation, pertinent 
transcripts, and a back-
ground check/valid CDE 
license with an applica-
tion. Submit applications 
through https://www.
applitrack.com/centen-
nialschool/onlineapp or 
email kimba.rael@cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. All 
full-time positions qual-
ify for a competitive 
benefits package and sal-
ary as outlined through 
our Master Agreement, 
which is available at 
centennial.k12.co.us. 
The starting pay range 
for classified 12-month 
staff is $30,915-$37,919 
and substitute pay is 
$120/day. We are doing 
great things in San Luis; 
it’s the perfect time to 
join our team. (9/14/24)
O U T R E AC H  A S -
SISTANT. SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O C A L 
FOODS COALITION 
seeks an LFLP Out-
reach  Coord i na tor. 
Strong communication 
and computer skil ls 
are required. Submit 
your resume and cover 
letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Additional require-
ments can be found at 
www.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/. Applications close 
September 9th, 2024. 
(9/7/24)
HUMAN RESOURC-
ES AND EQUITY CO-
ORDINATOR. SAN 
LUIS VALLEY LO-
CAL FOODS COALI-
TION seeks a Human 
Resources and Equity 
Coordinator. Related 
col lege degree and/
or 4 years experience 
with HR, preferably in a 
non-profit. Submit your 
resume and cover letter 
to opportunity.slvlocal-
foods@gmail.com. Ad-
ditional requirements 
can be found at www.
slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/. 
Applications close Au-
gust 31st, 2024. (8/31/24)
C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.
centennial.k12.co.us. 
Open until filled. For 
questions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/11/24)
K I N DERGA RT EN 
P A R A P R O F E S -
SIONAL NEEDED: 
SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is seeking 
a dedicated Kindergar-
ten Paraprofessional for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you’re passion-
ate about working with 
young learners, we’d 
love to hear from you! 
For more information 
and to apply, visit www.
sargent.k12.co.us or call 
719-852-4023. Applica-
tion Deadline: 9/4/24 or 
until position is filled. 
EOE. (9/4/24)
L E A D  T E A C H -
E R  F O R  I N -
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the 
UPPER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150  d ays  p e r  yea r 
which includes all days 
that teachers a re at 
school. Please submit 
your application and 
resume to: Aaron Hor-
rocks, Superintendent, at 
950 French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (9/24/24)
HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GI R L S’  VOL L E Y-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or 
assistant coach at the 
middle school and or 
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school administra-
tors, parents, and stu-
dents. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25



Page 10 Valley Courier Wednesday, August 28, 2024

Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect
Senior Architect

719-696-5783
Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.
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Last Saturday of the month 
from. April 27 until November 

30. At the Community Building 
next to. Quality Timbers on 

Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES
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FREE ESTIMATES

APPLIANCES

239 Walker Rd. • Alamosa
(Located in the old Sears store)

719-587-3882
www.slvappliance.com

We Buy Cars
We Welcome Insurance Claims
We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect
Senior Architect

719-696-5783
Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.
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THE BOE OF CEN-
TER SCHOOLS is now 
accepting applications 
for the Position of BUSI-
NESS OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT for the remaining 
2024-2025 School Year. 
Qualifications: High 
school diploma, post-
secondary education 
preferred, with experi-
ence in office manage-
ment, use of commut-
ers, word processing, 
and bookkeeping or, 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Educa-
tion may find appro-
priate and acceptable. 
Must be able to pass a 
background check. For 
information and appli-
cation materials please 
visit the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(8/28/24)
MANAGEMENT & 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON, or  t ea m, 
wanted for a 12 unit 
apa r tment  complex 
in DEL NORTE, CO. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor 
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email a 
letter of interest and/or 
resume to 712-274-1230 
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com. Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity. (9/4/24)

THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
CHIEF. The success-
ful candidate shall plan 
and administer the law 
enforcement program 
and activities of the town 
and do related work as 
requi red.  Minimum 
qualifications include a 
degree in law enforce-
ment, Colorado POST 
Certification, and ex-
tensive and increasingly 
responsible experience 
in law enforcement work 
including supervisory 
experience. Thorough 
knowledge of the prin-
ciples, problems and 
techniques of municipal 
police administration; 
thorough knowledge of 
the technical and op-
erating practices and 
methods of law enforce-
ment and crime preven-
tion. Must have ability 
to handle firearms and 
maintain certification 
and firearms proficien-
cy in accordance with 
Colorado POST regula-
tions. Applicants must 
complete a background 
check, drug screening 
and have a current psy-
chological evaluation. 
The Town of La Jara of-
fers a competitive com-
pensation package that 
includes health, dental 
and vision insurance; re-
tirement through FPPA; 
and paid time off. Sal-
ary range from $55,000 
to $65,000. Applica-
tions may be picked up 
at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway. Appli-
cations accepted until 
filled. (9/4/24)

THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA is seeking an 
EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR dedicated to main-
taining and improving 
our community’s in-
frastructure. This posi-
tion is in the PUBLIC 
WOR K S DE PA RT-
MENT. The ideal can-
didate is a skilled heavy 
equipment operator 
who will help keep our 
streets safe and func-
tional for all residents. 
As a Streets Equipment 
Operator, you will be 
responsible for operat-
ing and maintaining a 
variety of heavy ma-
chinery used in road 
construction, repair, and 
maintenance. You will 
work on tasks such as 
paving, grading, and 
excavation, ensuring that 
all work is performed to 
the highest standards of 
quality and safety. In-
terested candidates can 
submit their application 
at cityofalamosa.org and 
attach their resume and 
a cover letter detail-
ing their qualifications 
and experience. Starting 
pay FLSA Non-Exempt 
DOQ $25.41 - $26.68 
per hour. Fringe ben-
efits include CO PERA 
Retirement employer 
contribution 14.73% & 
employee contribution is 
9.00%, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 80 
hours of sick leave and 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employ-
er paid life insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships.Open until 
filled. (8/28/24)

THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT is seeking 
a full-time dedicated 
and experienced PRO-
GR A M MA NAGER 
to oversee our CO-RE-
SPONDER & LEAD 
PROGRAMS. This vital 
position plays a key role 
in supporting the goals 
of improving public 
safety, reducing criminal 
behavior, and enhancing 
the quality of life for 
individuals participat-
ing in the program. In-
terested candidates can 
submit their application 
at cityofalamosa.org and 
attach their resume and 
a cover letter detail-
ing their qualifications 
and experience. Starting 
pay FLSA Non-Exempt 
DOQ $23.75 - $24.94 
per hour. Fringe ben-
efits include CO PERA 
Retirement employer 
contribution 14.73% & 
employee contribution is 
9.00%, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 80 
hours of sick leave and 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employer 
paid life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% of 
medical, vision, and den-
tal premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. Open until filled, 
with a first review on 
August 26th. (8/28/24)
NOW HIRING A full-
time MAINTENANCE 
position at CENTURY 
PROPE RT Y M A N-
A G E M E N T  a n d 
SALES. Please call Cen-
tury Property Manage-
ment at 719-589-5744. 
(9/10/24)
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Classifieds

737 - RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

307 - 
APPLIANCES

401 - BUSINESS 
PROPERTIES

606 - BUSINESS 
PROPERTY FOR RENT

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

368 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

353 - FARM &
LIVESTOCK

611- HOMES 
FOR RENT

601 - APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

525 - 
GUNS

324 - SEED
 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 
GARDEN

341 - GARAGE 
SALE

350 - FARM 
EQUIPMENT

426 - MOBILE HOMES 
FOR SALE

• Receptionist
• Sales People
Email resume to:
Sundihomesdirect@gmail.com
3003 Adcock Circle

Alamosa

Homes Direct
of Alamosa

IS HIRING

NOW HIRING A full-
time FRONT DESK 
SECRETARY. Hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 8am-5pm. Please 
call CENTURY PROP-
E RT Y  M A NAG E -
MENT and SALES at 
719-589-5744. (9/10/24)
S LV  F E D E R A L 
BA NK i s  now ac-
cepting applications 
for a TELLER in our 
MONTE VISTA OF-
FICE. Applications and 
position descriptions 
are available at www.
slvfed.bank or at each 
branch location. Equal 
opportunity Employer, 
including considering 
individuals with Dis-
abilities and Veterans/
Affirmative Action Em-
ployer. (8/30/24)
T H E  A L A M O SA 
POLICE DEPART-
MENT is seeking a 
full-time BEHAVIOR-
AL HEALTH CLINI-
CIAN to join their team 
as a BEHAVIORAL 
H E A LT H CO -R E -
SPONDER. This posi-
tion offers a unique op-
portunity to intervene 
and de-escalate crisis 
situations while pro-
viding essential mental 
health services to in-
dividuals in need. The 
successful candidate 
will work closely with 
law enforcement and 
community partners 
to assess, diagnose, 
and develop treatment 
plans for clients ex-
periencing behavioral 
health crises. Interested 
candidates can sub-
mit their application at 
cityofalamosa.org and 
attach their resume and 
a cover letter detail-
ing their qualifications 
and experience. Start-
ing pay FLSA Exempt 
DOQ, non-cer tif ied 
$64,750 - $67,987, cer-
tified $76,211 - $80,021. 
Fringe benefits include 
CO PERA Retirement 
employer contribution 
14.73% & employee 
contribution is 9.00%, 
11.5 holidays per year, 2 
personal days, 80 hours 
of sick leave and 80 
hours of vacation leave 
per year. Employer paid 
life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% 
of medical, vision, and 
dental premiums paid 
by the employer, Well-
ness Program, and dis-
counted recreational 
memberships. Open 
until filled, with a first 
review on August 26th. 
(8/28/24)
DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking 
a qualif ied ASSIS-
TANT VOLLEYBALL 
COACH for the 2024 
volleyball season. The 
individual would be 
responsible for de-
veloping the junior 
varsity program and 
assisting the varsity 
coach in all aspects of 
the high school vol-
leyball program. If in-
terested, please email 
Gilbert (Gibbs) San-
chez, Del Norte Jr/Sr 
High School Athletic 
Director at gsanchez@
urtigers.co or contact 
him at 719-657-4020. 
(9/13/24)
FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSI-
TION open at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Applicant must pass 
a background check 
and be able to work 
independently, be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand. Appli-
cant must also be able 
to work in all weather 
conditions (snow re-
moval/ general land-
scaping). If interested, 
please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co. Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co.(9/13/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
h igher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License with a second-
ary Language Arts en-
dorsement. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, DNHS 
Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications can 
be picked up at the Dis-
trict Office or online. 
(9/13/24)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
N EEDED AT U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE! We 
need subs for teach-
ers (must have a sub 
l icense),  classi f ied 
employees (must have 
sub license), CAFE-
TERIA WORKERS, 
and BUS DRIVERS. 
Call or email: Sophia 
Cruz at 719-657-4040 
x4000, scruz@urtigers.
co (9/13/24)
GUNBARREL STA-
TION IS hiring a full-
time TIRE TECHNI-
CIAN. 40-44 hours/
week. Starting pay is 
$15/hour. Must be 18. 
Gunbarrel Station is 
also hiring part/full-
time STORE CLERK. 
20 -30 hou rs /week. 
Must be 18. Starting 
pay is $14.50/hour. Call 
719-754-3543 or stop 
in for an application. 
(8/28/24)
ADELANTE ASSIS-
TANT DIRECTOR 
– La Puente is seeking 
a MASTER’S LEVEL 
PERSON (LICENSE 
ELIGIBLE) to PRO-
VIDE OVERSIGHT 
OF T H E PER M A-
NENT SUPPORTIVE 
HOUSING PROGRAM 
under the guidance of 
the Adelante Director. 
This position will pro-
vide direct supervision 
of case management 
staff to ensure comple-
tion of assessments, 
strength-based service 
plans, and case notes. 
Experience working 
with people who have 
serious mental health 
issues, and/or substance 
use disorders as well as 
chronic homelessness is 
extremely helpful. Cri-
sis management skills, 
cultural responsiveness 
and organization skills 
are needed. Position 
will also provide over-
sight and supervision to 
non-housing Adelante 
staff in the absence of 
the Director as need-
ed. Salary $58,000 to 
$60,000 plus benefits, 
send cover letter and re-
sume to: hr@lapuente.
net. (8/28/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski 
school, base operations, 
food & beverage/bakers 
& baristas, rental, retail, 
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services, 
ski patrol, grooming, 
snow removal, custodial 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with 
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $18/hour 
with merit increases 
b a s e d  o n  p e r f o r-
mance and experience. 
(10/30/24)
CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained. 
Pay is dependent on 
prior experience. Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (9/6/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
A R EA is  h i r i ng a 
Full-Time STAFF AC-
COUNTANT. Those 
with Bookkeeping, Pay-
roll, Accounts Payable 
or public accounting 
experience are encour-
aged to apply. Famil-
iarity with Microsoft 
Excel is preferred. At-
tention to detail, and 
organizational skills 
are required. The of-
fice is located at the Ski 
Area located on top of 
Wolf Creek Pass and 
requires commuting 
throughout the year. 
This is a year-round 
position, with longer 
hours during the winter 
operating months, and 
a shorter work week 
in the summer months. 
This position offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$34 per hour depend-
ing on experience. Full 
slate of insurance ben-
efits and PTO available 
after a probationary 
period. Please email re-
sume to: Payroll@Wolf-
CreekSki.com (9/11/24)
I NEED HARVEST 
H E L P  &  T RU C K 
DRIVERS needed for 
POTATO HARVEST 
starting September 3. 
Please text me at 719-
850-2137. (8/28/24)

WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hi r ing an 
ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT. Those with 
Bookkeeping, Account-
ing, Clerical or Human 
Resources experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. The office is located 
at the Ski Area located 
on top of Wolf Creek 
Pass and requires com-
muting throughout the 
winter months. This 
posit ion offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$24 per hour depending 
on experience. Please 
email resume to: Pay-
roll@WolfCreekSki.
com (9/11/24)
ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill the 
position of BUDGET 
ANALYST within the 
Business and Finance 
department. You can 
apply https://adams.
wd1.myworkdayjobs.
com/en-US/ASU/de-
tails/Budget-Analyst_
R188. We look forward 
to hearing from you. If 
you have any questions 
please reach out to our 
Human Resources de-
partment 719-587-7990. 
(9/4/24) 
EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  STA RT  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, ex-
perience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood de-
velopment and ECE 
reports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START is 
searching for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a Bachelor’s 
degree, certificate or 
credential in social 
work, human services, 
family services, or 
counseling related field 
at hire or within 18 
months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if bi-
lingual (English/Span-
ish). Applications can 
be picked up the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (8/30/24)
DIRECTOR: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is searching for a high-
ly motivated DIREC-
TOR. Required to have 
a Bachelor’s degree. 
The Head Start director 
takes total responsi-
bility for administra-
tion of the program, 
including the planning, 
implementation, and 
evaluation. He/she will 
supervise all Head Start 
staff and is responsible 
for community involve-
ment in the program. 
He/she maintains a 
good working relation-
ship with the Regional 
Office. Ensures that 
the Head Start program 
is in compliance with 
Performance Standards 
and all policies of the 
National Head Start 
Program. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
BUS DRIVER/ CUS-
TODIAN: CENTER 
HEAD START is in 
search of a BUS DRIV-
ER / CUSTODIA N. 
Must have a Class B 
Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) with 
P25 endorsement. A 
good driving record. 
Able to do a pre-trip in-
spection to ensure func-
tioning maintenance 
of bus. Ability to work 
with children, parents, 
other staff, and commu-
nity people. Custodian 
must take responsibility 
for the overall main-
tenance of the Head 
Start facility. Knowl-
edge and understanding 
of safety and sanitation 
regulations and per-
form routine repairs as 
needed throughout the 
building. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24) 

LAND USE & PER-
MITTING ADMIN-
I S T R A T O R :  T h e 
Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association, 
68575 County Road T, 
CRESTONE, CO 81131 
$50,000 - $60,000 a 
year - Full-time. https://
w w w. i n d e e d . c o m /
job/land-use-permit-
t ing-admin ist rator-
c201b92d488ea125 . 
(8/28/24)
EX ECU T I V E DI-
RECTOR/GENER-
AL MANAGER: The 
Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association, 
68575 County Road T, 
CRESTONE, CO 81131 
$90,000 - $130,000 a 
year - Full-time. https://
www.indeed.com/job/
executive-directorgen-
eral-manager-a959c-
74f16ae2c01 . (8/28/24)
THE UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is hiring 
a full t ime JR. /SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL COUN-
SELOR. Applicants must 
have a Master’s Degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain an 
appropr iate Colorado 
school counselor license. 
Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DEL NORTE Jr./Sr. High 
Principal at ahardy@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mrs. 
Hardy at 719-657-4020. 
Applications for certi-
fied staff positions can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (8/28/24)

T R O Y - B U I L T 
CHIPPER SHRED-
DER CS4265, $450. 
Max 719-379-3123. 
(10/19/24)
SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580 - 0 033 
o r  719 -3 76 -2 5 9 3. 
(9/6/24-monthly)

E M E R I L  R I C E 
COOKER. $25 obo. 
Cal l 719-852-8879. 
(9/4/24)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. HORSE 
H AY  i n  S M A L L 
BA L E S a nd  COW 
HAY available in 3x3 
BALES. Contact Ed, if 
interested, leave a mes-
sage (719) 852-3069. 
(9/18/24)
H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (9/13/24-monthly)
ALFALFA HAY $7.50 
per bale. Call 719-274-
0380. (9/13/24)

YARD SALE: 13998 
County Road P, 1 mile 
west of ROMEO. Ex-
ercise equipment, fur-
niture, Temporpedic 
bed. Friday 8/30, Sat-
urday 8/31, 8am-5pm. 
(8/31/24)

KRAMER SINGLE 
8 row ROUND BALE 
RETRIEVER. 719-588-
0168. (9/21/24)
N E W  H O L L A N D 
688 ROUND BALER, 
$8,000. 719-588-0168. 
(9/21/24)

N U BIA N BUCKS; 
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment, 
quality. Born 2023, 
Tricolored, dehorned, 
gentle. 719-588-6621, 
text. (9/25/24)

M I N I A -
TURE SCHNAUZER 
PUPPIES. READY. 
Vaccinations, wormed, 
groomed. M/F, Liver/
tan(chocolate). Sweet/
Playful/Smart. $500-
$1000, CKC registra-
tion available. 719-256-
4598, pattispuppys@
gmail.com, Patti Shel-
labarger, http://ritoalto-
kennels.com, 719-256-
4598. (9/17/24)

368 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FREE GOLDEN RE-
TRIEVER PUPPIES 
to Forever Homes, due 
to relocating; 1 Male, 
1 Female. Excellent 
temperament! House 
trained with very good 
trainable natures & per-
fect for families with 
children and other pets! 
I will not re-home to 
just anyone. Preferably 
email me first at: steph-
aniechristensen59@
yahoo.com before Text 
(980) 353-7582. (9/4/24)
GREAT PYRENEES/ 
BERNESE MOUN-
TAIN DOG mix, avail-
able 9/9/24. $750/obo. 
Cal l 719-859-4245. 
(9/14/24)
8 FEMALE CHOCO-
LATE LABS, ready 
8/19, $300/obo. Call 
719-937-9718. (8/30/24)

FOR SALE IN AL-
AMOSA COUNTY: 
1980 GLEN WOOD 
T R A I LER HOUSE 
$6,700. Must be moved. 
402-269-7172. (E-TFN-
AS)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN-AS)

Cielo Vista 
Apartments

166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 
Applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo
852-3949

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on income for qualifying 

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.

804 State St.
Antonito, Colo. 

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 
2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 
affordable price.Guadalupe Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th

Antonito, Colo.
376-2025

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications 
for 2 & 3  bedroom 
apartments. Family 

living at an affordable 
price. Disabled Unit 

Available.
Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St. 

Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer.

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR RENT: 
at 1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike-
(719)850-1961. (9/6/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4 BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1975/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (9/24/24)

NICE FURNISHED 
ROOM in ALAMOSA. 
720-436-5550. (9/4/24)

LIGHTLY USED 26’ 
2018 FOREST RIVER 
TOY HAULER, power 
surge protector, power 
jack. $18,600 Call 719-
850-1352. (9/4/24)
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 DE A R A BBY: My 
young adult child came 
out to us as transgender 
several months ago. My 
husband and I, along with 
her sibling, are supportive 
and love her uncondition-
ally. 

 She recently decided to 
share the news with her 
grandparents, sending a 
heartfelt email along with 
a couple of resources spe-
cifically for grandparents. 
One grandparent has 
been completely support-
ive, immediately started 
using the correct name 
and pronouns, began do-
ing some research and 
continues to treat her as 
the amazing young adult 
she is. 

 The other grandpar-
ents sent a text that pretty 
much said, “We love you 
because you’re family, but 
we don’t really support 
you.” They have had no 
contact since. My child is 
extremely disappointed, 
and my heart breaks for 
her. She (and we) knows 
she may lose friends and 
family over this, but I 
guess we always hoped 
grandparents’ love was 
unconditional. What ad-
vice do you have for her 
and for us to continue 
to support her? -- UN-
CONDITIONALLY IN 
OREGON

 DEA R UNCONDI-
TIONALLY: Your daugh-
ter is fortunate to have 
loving, supportive par-

ents, siblings and ONE 
grandparent who is will-
ing (and able) to accept her 
as her true self. She needs 
to be prepared for the fact 
that not everyone will do 
that. 

 This other set of grand-
parents appear to be less 
open to learning and less 
flexible in what they are 
able to accept. Your daugh-
ter should continue on her 
own path and not permit 
their judgments to define 
her. If she can do that, 
she’ll be happier.

 DEAR ABBY: Last 
year, my husband and I re-
located to my hometown, 
which I left 40 years ago. 
We are happy with our 
choice to return. Our prob-
lem is my friend “Shirley,” 
who I have known since 
grade school. Shirley 
has always been a high 
achiever, but lately she 
has been taking credit for 
our positive life decisions. 

 At the dinner party we 
threw to thank neighbors 
and childhood friends for 
supporting us through our 
move, Shirley dominated 
the conversation about her 
role. When I reconnect 
with former classmates, if 
she is around, she inserts 
herself and makes the 
conversation about her, or 
puts me down by making 
passive-aggressive com-
ments. 

 Shirley’s had a rough 
life, so I have chalked it 
up to her needing a win. 

But now she’s doing this 
with my husband, and it 
has crossed the line. She 
didn’t do this when we 
lived out of state. What 
can I do to put our friend-
ship back to a more equal 
footing? -- REACHING 
THE LIMIT IN OHIO

 DEAR REACHING: 
Please reread your let-
ter. The person you have 
described is not a “friend” 
-- she’s an insecure, jeal-
ous individual you happen 
to have known for a long 
time. She needs to be the 
center of attention regard-
less of how it makes you 
appear. Do NOT fool your-
self into thinking you can 
make someone like this 
into a friend. The less you 
see of Shirley, the better 
off you and your husband 
will be. 

Family members don’t support 
transgender relative


