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Chance of Afternoon 
Showers, Breezy 80/50
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Afternoon Showers, 
Gusty Winds 79/48

Sun: Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 77/46
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SLV Pride this 
weekend

A L A M O S A  —  S L V 
Pride celebrates LGBTQA 
positivity with a kickoff 
party on Aug. 23 in Cole Park 
with a reading party at 4 
p.m.  At the Rio Grande Farm 
Park in Alamosa, dancing 
and pr ide celebrations 
begin at 6 p.m.

On Saturday, Aug. 24, at 
10 a.m., participants will 
gather at the Alamosa Public 
Library parking lot for a 
parade through downtown. 
At 11 a.m. in Cole Park, the 
festivities continue with 
music, speakers, and a drag 
performer or two. For more 
information,  see w w w.
slvpride.org.

SLV 4-H sale 
on Sunday

MONTE VISTA — SLV 4-H 
will be holding a fundraising 
sale of household items and 
more this weekend. There 
is an early bird special on 
Saturday evening, Aug. 24. 
A donation of $10 will get 
you in the door, at 6 p.m. 
Items may be purchased, 
and larger items may be bid 
by silent auction.

The actual sale will be 
Sunday, starting at 11 a.m. 
and ending at 3 p.m. If you 
have any questions, call 
Ruthie Brown at 719-580-
7838. The sale will be located 
at 227 Bronk in Monte Vista.

Paving 
operations on 
SLV highways
A L A M O S A  A N D 

COSTILLA COUNTIES — 
On Monday, Aug. 26, the 
Colorado Department of 
Transportation will begin 
two-day paving operations 
along a two-mile segment 
of Colorado Highway 159 
between San Luis and the 
New Mexico state l ine 
(Mile Points 0 to 2). Paving 
operations will move to 
Colorado Highway 370, 
s o u th  of  A lam os a ,  o n 
Wednesday and continue 
through Thursday afternoon. 
Motorists should plan for 
10 -to -15-minute delays, 
full  stops and one-lane 
alternating traffic guided by 
flaggers between 6:30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 

A crucial 
conference for 
nonprofits in

the valley
STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Once ev-
ery four years, a stunning event 
takes place where Colorado 
funders and grantmakers trek 
to the San Luis Valley for the 
Rural Philanthropy Days (RPD) 
conference, a three-day event 

that creates the opportunity for 
rural nonprofits to connect with 
foundations and funding sources 
in order to build nonprofit capac-
ity, foster and grow relationships 
and fuel regional collaboration 
that leads to increased grant 
dollars being awarded to rural 
communities like those found in 
the San Luis Valley.

This year, the Community 
Resource Center, who orga-
nizes and oversees the RPD 
events, anticipates more than 75 
funders and grantmakers will 
come to the Valley. The confer-

ence, which runs from Sept. 11 to 
Sept. 13, will be held at the Ski-
Hi Complex in Monte Vista with 
evening receptions in downtown 
Alamosa.

It’s difficult to overestimate 
how valuable this event is for 
those in the nonprofit sector, 
not only because of the ex-
traordinary opportunity to con-
nect with new and different 
funding resources but also for 
nonprofit professionals, grant-
makers, community leaders, 
distinguished speakers, and 

Rural Philanthropy Days coming to SLV

CONTRIBUTED
SAGUACHE COUN-

TY — The Saguache 
County Tourism Council 
(SCTC) recently present-
ed its new brand identity, 
marking a significant 
step in its ongoing efforts 
to enhance and promote 
the unique attractions of 
Saguache County. This 
new identity is a crucial 
part of the organization’s 
strategy to position the 
county as a premier des-
tination within Colorado.

“Our new brand is more 
than just a logo; it’s a 
reflection of Saguache 

Saguache County Tourism Council unveils new brand identity
County’s vibrant spirit 
and natural beauty,” said 
Theo Boudreaux, board 
chair of the SCTC. “We 
believe this identity will 
help us stand out and 
connect more deeply with 
visitors from across the 
state and beyond.”

The brand draws inspi-
ration from the breath-
taking San Luis Valley, 
incorporating the rich 
hues of our pristine night 
skies, towering moun-
tains, and sunlit days. 
The palette of blue, pur-
ple, orange, and yellow 
echoes the natural splen-

dor of Saguache County, 
creating a visual identity 
that is both recognizable 
and deeply connected to 
the area’s landscape.

Developed as part of 
the Colorado Tourism Of-
fice’s Reimagine Destina-
tions Program, this brand 
revamp was made pos-
sible through 100 hours 
of dedicated administra-
tive support, aiming to 
enhance SCTC’s engage-
ment with local tourism 
activities and promote 
responsible visitation. 
The program includes the 
new brand identity, the 

“Do SLV Right” campaign 
promoting visitor respon-
sibility, strengthened 
community involvement 
through collaborative 
workshops, and improved 
organizational efficiency.

In addition to the re-

branding efforts, the tour-
ism council is advancing 
various initiatives, in-
cluding the creation of a 
new TravelStories series, 
support for Dark Skies, 
support for the Historic 

Courtesy photo
The Cruces Basin wetlands area will be discussed at a public meeting in Antonito on Tuesday, Aug. 27, at 6 p.m. 
at the Chavez Southwest Market, 611 Main St.

Cruces Basin wetlands 
meeting in Antonito

‘We fight for 
clean, drinkable, 

fishable, 
swimmable 

waters’
By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ANTONITO — The 
Amigos Bravos watershed 
group is holding a wet-
lands action meeting from 
6 to 7 p.m. on Aug. 27 at 
the Chavez Southwest 
Market in Antonito.

Come learn about a plan 
to improve the wetlands 
for recreation, wildlife, 

and fishing in the Cruces 
Basin Wilderness Area. 
According to Amigos Bra-
vos, “We fight for clean 
drinkable, fishable, swim-
mable waters.”

Shannon Romeling, 
the group’s representa-
tive said the meeting will 
include a discussion of 
a Wetlands Action Plan 
(WAP), which is a guide for 
the planning and imple-
mentation of projects and 
activities essential to the 
understanding, conserva-
tion, protection, restora-
tion, and management of 
wetlands in the area. 

The Cruces Basin is in 
the Carson National For-
est in New Mexico, south-
west of Antonito. The land 
is characterized by large 
meadows and wetlands 
cut by clear streams. In 
1980, the U.S. Congress 
designated the Cruces 
Basin Wilderness Area, 
which is 18,881 acres. The 
group Wilderness Con-
nect, describes the area as 
one of the most pristine in 
New Mexico. The lack of 
designated trails adds to 
the area’s solitude.

The Wetland Action Plan 
for the Cruces Basin proj-

ect was granted to Amigos 
Bravos in September 2023 
by the New Mexico Envi-
ronment Department. The 
goal is to create a Cruces 
Basin Wetland Jewel As-
sessment and Restoration 
Action Plan that provides 
a roadmap for restoring 
the Cruces Basin Wilder-
ness wetlands. As part of 
this project, a section of the 
plan will summarize the 
challenges, opportunities, 
and steps for conducting 
restoration in wilderness 
areas that may be used for 
future wetland restoration 
elsewhere.

Learn 
about water 
conservation 

in ag
STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The 
Mosca-Hooper Conserva-
tion District is hosting an 
event on Saturday, Aug. 
24, that is of special inter-
est to people in agricul-
ture. Known as the SLV 
Farmer-to-Farmer Field 
Day, the event is focused 
on water conservation 
in agriculture, includ-
ing a tour of select farms 
and a ranch in the area 
who have employed tech-
niques specifically geared 
toward saving this most 
precious resource.

The day also includes 
opportunities to learn 
more about soil health 
and the role that plays 
in water conservation 
as well as the discovery 
of new innovations and 
practices and, equally 
important, the chance to 
share ideas and explore 
possibilities with oth-
ers in agriculture who 
all speak a common lan-
guage.

And, at no cost to at-
tendees, a box lunch from 
the Ruby Rose Café is 
part of the deal.

SLV 
Farmer-

to-
Farmer 

Field Day
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Bryan Travis Garcia
Bryan Travis Gar-

cia was born on Aug. 6, 
2024, to Brittany Lobato 
and Leonard Garcia of 
San Luis. At birth, Bri-

an weighed 6 pounds, 6 
ounces and was 18 inches 
long.

Maternal grandparents 
are Jessica Lobato and 

Bonifacao Lobato of San 
Luis. Paternal grandpar-
ents are Leonard Garcia 
of San Luis and Pauline 
Escareno of Phoenix.

January 12, 1950 — 
August 11, 2024

Christine Vanessa By-
bee passed away in Lehi, 
Utah, on August 11, 2024, 
due to complications from 
cancer.  She was 74.

Chris was born in 
Rangely, Colo., on Janu-
ary 12, 1950.  Her parents 
are Monell Van Fraden-
burg of Manassa, Colo., 
a WWII veteran in the oil 
industry; and Jeane Ber-
thelson of Alamosa, Colo., 
an artist, musician, and 
homemaker.  Her father 
remained in the Army 
reserve and was recalled 
to active duty in Korea.  
He was killed in action 
at Heartbreak Ridge in 
1951.

Her mother remarried 
in 1953, and Chris lived 
her childhood in Ala-
bama, the Panama Ca-
nal Zone, and Oklahoma.  
From the many years of 
visits to her grandpar-
ents in the San Luis Val-
ley, Chris always consid-
ered Alamosa to be her 
home.

She was the grand-
daughter of Cleone Ber-
thelson and Dr. J. G. 
Berthelson, a pioneering 
veterinarian in the val-
ley.  She grew up loving 
animals, and had her 
first horse at age 2.  Over 
a lifetime of horseman-
ship she excelled in arena 
competitions and was an 

accomplished rodeo pho-
tographer.

Chris was proficient on 
the piano, flute, and pic-
colo.  She graduated from 
Alamosa High School 
in 1968, and attended 
Brigham Young Univer-
sity.  She was a regular at 
the western dances there.

Chris married Joe 
Bybee and they raised 
their three sons in Span-
ish Fork, Utah.  They 
bred and trained regis-
tered Quarter Horses, 
and owned and operated 
a custom log furniture 
business and dog groom-
ing service.  They were 
a western family with a 
country way of life on the 
outskirts of town.  Joe 
and Chris had a close 
and personal relationship 
with the Savior.

Chris was known for 
her common sense.  She 
always had a simple an-
swer for a problem to be 
solved, a situation to be 

helped, a need to be filled.  
And Mexican food was 
the solution to just about 
anything.

They retired to a moun-
tain setting in Birdseye, 
Utah, just up the road 
from Fairview and Manti 
where her Berthelson and 
Christensen forebears 
once lived.  Joe passed 
away unexpectedly in 
2012.  Chris moved to 
Lehi, Utah, and worked 
in telecommunications, 
retiring in 2024 after 
eleven years with Direc-
TV and Comcast Corpo-
ration.

Living in her memory 
are their sons and grand-
children (all in Utah):  
Aren (Jenny) Bybee with 
children Kellen, Carson, 
and Taylor of Elk Ridge; 
Bron (Leona) Bybee with 
children Stetson and Lily 
of Saratoga Springs; and 
Cale (Nikki) Bybee with 
children Melia, Jax, and 
Alex, of Draper.  Chris 
is also survived by her 
brother, Eric (Judi) 
Smith.

A small graveside ser-
vice will convene at the 
city cemetery in Anna-
bella, Utah, on August 
24, 2024.

The Bybee families give 
their abundant gratitude 
to the Suncrest Hospice 
caregivers in Lehi and 
the staff at Covington Se-
nior Living.

Chris Bybee

By MARIA KRAMER
ALAMOSA — New 

books are always coming 
in at the Alamosa Public 
Library! Here are 10 of 
our most intriguing ar-
rivals. For more informa-
tion, or to have a book 
reserved for you, check 
alamosalibrary.org or 
call 719-589-6592.

Fiction
• A Cage Went in 

Search of a Bird
What happens when 

some of the most original 
literary minds of today 
take an idea from the 
work of Franz Kafka and 
use it to spark something 
new?

• What We’ll Burn Last 
by Heather Chavez

Sixteen years ago, 
Grace and her boyfriend 
Adam disappeared. Ley-
na, her sister, has never 
given up hope that Grace 
is alive. When a wild-
fire sparks near Leyna’s 
neighborhood, tempers 
flare. Someone knows 
what really happened to 
Grace, and those secrets 
will turn deadly.

• Blood in the Cut by 
Alejandro Nodarse

Iggy just got out of 
prison, to find that his 
mother has died and his 
father’s business is going 
under due to some shady 
dealings. Can Iggy save 
his family without losing 
himself forever?

• Inspirational
Her Pretend Amish 

Beau by Patricia Johns
With four sons and a 

flower farm, widow Delia 
Swarey has little time for 
courtship, though that 
doesn’t stop her boys from 
rejecting every potential 
suitor. Elias Lehman is 
in the same boat with 
his daughter. Delia and 
Elias hope that pretend-
ing to court each other 
will teach their children 

about opening their 
hearts. But they could 
soon learn their own les-
sons about love.

Mystery
• Good Girl, Bad Girl 

by Michael Robotham
Evie was found as a 

child, next to the dead 
body of the man who had 
kidnapped her. Starved 
and abused, she could 
say nothing about what 
had happened to her or 
her life before her cap-
tivity. Cyrus Haven is a 
psychologist helping in-
vestigate the murder of 
a teenage figure skater. 
When a friend asks him 
to interview Evie, Cyrus 
decides to foster her. Can 
joining forces help them 
both?

Nonfiction
• Guilty Creatures by 

Mikita Brottman
Denise and Brian were 

hardworking devout 
Southern Baptists, who, 
along with their respec-
tive spouses, formed a 
friendship that seemed 
unbreakable - until De-
cember 2000, when 
Denise’s husband dis-
appeared while duck 
hunting. The death was 
ruled an accident. Then, 
in 2018, Brian confessed 
to murdering Denise’s 
husband. 

• My Beloved Monster 
by Calen Carr

Caleb Carr, author of 
“The Alienist”, tells the 
extraordinary story of 
Masha, a half-wild rescue 
cat who fought off a bear, 
tackled Caleb like a line-
backer - and bonded with 
him as tightly as any cat 
and human possibly can.

• Smoke and Ashes by 
Amitav Ghosh

While conducting re-
search for his fiction, Am-
itav Ghosh was startled to 
realize just how much the 
lives of his nineteenth-

century characters were 
dictated by one commod-
ity - opium. Ghosh found 
opium at the origins of 
some of the world’s big-
gest corporations, several 
of America’s most power-
ful families and institu-
tions, and contemporary 
globalism itself.

• Daughter of the Ko-
rean Freud by Heawon 
Hake

When Haewon Hake 
left South Korea as a 
young adult, she dedi-
cated herself to helping 
people through psycho-
therapy. But one client’s 
story would cause the 
successful counselor to 
relive the years of abuse 
she suffered as a child. 

• American Anarchy by 
Michael Willrich

In the early twenti-
eth century, anarchists 
championed a radical vi-
sion of a world without 
states, laws, or private 
property. Militant and 
sometimes violent, an-
archists were heroes to 
many working-class im-
migrants. Determined to 
crush it, government offi-
cials launched a decades-
long “war on anarchy,” a 
brutal program of spying, 
censorship, and deporta-
tion that set the founda-
tions of the modern sur-
veillance state.

From the Librarian’s 
Desk – New arrivals at the 

Alamosa Public Library

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER – More than 

200 people attended the 
community open house 
on Thursday, Aug. 15, at 
the Center Consolidated 
School District.   

The school district host-
ed the open house with the 
hope that students would 
encourage their parents 
to attend and meet their 
teachers, and the staff at 
the school.

The open house had 
teachers and staff spread 
out all along the outside of 
the main buildings, sitting 
in chairs, with long tables. 
Dinner was provided for 
anyone that attended at 
no charge, featuring ham-
burgers, chips, water, and 
cookies.

Students walked all 
over, socializing with 
their friends and teachers. 
There were kids playing 
football out on the foot-
ball field. There were kids 
chasing each other, talk-
ing and laughing. 

Many parents attended 
and spoke with teachers 
and different staff mem-
bers. 

School board presi-
dent Kimberley Duran 
said, “This is wonderful, 

I mean this is just great. 
I like seeing the football 
players out there, see-
ing the parents come in. 
I know tonight they are 
giving some prizes; they 
are giving away T-shirts. 
Everyone has gotten to-
gether tonight to meet the 
faculty and mingle with 
parents and students, too. 
I can’t remember having 
anything like this when I 
was younger. I have been 
here my whole life, and 
we have never had any-
thing like this. This is re-
ally something great for 
the kids and the faculty 
and parents. There’s great 
food here, you can come 
sit down, talk to every-
body at the school, about 
school. It’s just a really 
great event that we put on 
here. The cooks have done 
a great job with the food 
for everyone tonight, too.” 

Jazmine Pena, a mother 
with children enrolled in 
the Center schools, also 
said the event was great.

“My kids are having a 
lot of fun. As a mother, it’s 
nice to see parents coming 
out, and wanting to meet 
their kids’ teachers and to 
talk about the upcoming 
school year. Education is 

so important to me. I want 
to make sure that my chil-
dren get a good education 
when they go to school. I 
think this is an important 
night for first impressions, 
for parents to really see 
where the child is going to 
go to school and get a feel 
for their teachers. We are 
having fun and eating din-
ner and just enjoying the 
atmosphere tonight. As a 
parent, it’s nice to see us 
all here, you can tell so 
many other parents really 
care about their children 
too. This is just wonder-
ful,” she said.  

Christine Mikeljack, 
a teacher in the district, 
said, “We do this every 
year, and every year it 
seems to just grow. There 
are a lot of parents who 
come out and meet us all, 
and I think it just gives 
them an overall calm out-
look for the year ahead for 
their children. We really 
enjoy meeting the parents 
as well. I think this is an 
important night, and we 
are very happy with the 
turnout this evening. We 
want to thank everyone for 
coming.  We are all happy 
to participate. Here’s to 
another great school year.”

Center Consolidated 
School District hosts 

community open house

Photo by Marie Mccolm
People getting dinner from Center Consolidated School District staff during the com-
munity open house on Aug. 15.

By SLV HEALTH
ALAMOSA – Rikki 

Archuleta, a registered 
nurse in the ICU at SLV 
Health’s Regional Medical 
Center, is a deserving win-
ner of the DAISY nomina-
tion for this quarter for 
nursing excellence. She 
exemplifies the DAISY 
criteria, especially in this 
submission from a pa-
tient’s family member.

“Rikki was my brother’s 
nurse when he was hospi-
talized. Working in health-
care and being the person 
that was by his side the 
whole time you can tell 
who cares and takes pride 
in their work and who is 
there basically to collect 
a check. Rikki was atten-
tive, caring, and thorough. 
Of all the nurses he had 
in his long stay also in-
cluding a trip to Penrose. 
Rikki was hands down the 
most amazing nurse he/
we were blessed with. She 
would get on to her shift 
and be sure he was given 
a bed bath or when able 
was able to shower. My 
brother was in a poor state 
of mind, she did not treat 
him any less of a human 
being. At one point he kept 
making messes of himself, 
which Rikki told him I am 
sorry I know you’re in pain 
but it’s important to keep 
you clean there as you 
have an open wound and 
infection there. The fact 
she took the time to ensure 
he was clean was huge to 
me. She remained diligent 
and kind his whole stay. 
When they flew him out 
to Penrose we missed her 
as she had become a part 

SLVH RN Archuleta 
receives DAISY

Courtesy photo
Rikki Archuleta, a registered nurse in the ICU at SLV 
Health’s Regional Medical Center, adds her name to the 
wall of DAISY winners at SLVH.

of almost every night and 
her level of care remained 
unmatched.”

The DAISY Award is an 
international recognition 
program started in mem-
ory of J. Patrick Barnes. 
Pat’s family experienced 
first-hand the difference 
his nurses made in his 
care through clinical ex-
cellence and outstanding 
compassionate care. The 
family created The DAISY 
Award to express grati-
tude to nurses and to en-
able other patients, fami-
lies, and staff to thank and 
honor their special nurses.

At the celebration event, 
Archuleta was joined by 
her husband and daugh-
ter, friends, family, and 
co-workers.

Archuleta is the fifth 
DAISY recipient at SLV 
Health.
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elected officials to ex-
change knowledge and 
establish meaningful re-
lationships across their 
professional networks in 
the region.

The conference also of-
fers professional devel-
opment, educational op-
portunities, and relevant 
panel discussions per-
taining to the promises 
and obstacles of operat-
ing a nonprofit in the San 
Luis Valley region. 

Featured events in-
clude facilitated tours 
in the San Luis Valley, 
a regional town hall, a 
panel discussion high-
lighting actional change 
told through lived expe-
riences, networking re-
ceptions, and capacity 
building sessions on the 
economic impact of non-
profits, building effective 
coalitions, and intersec-
tionality in the nonprofit 
sector. 

During the San Luis 
Valley Nonprofit Commu-
nity Fair on September 

11, regional nonprofits 
and local governments 
will have the opportunity 
to host a table where their 
peers, statewide leaders, 
and funders can approach 
them to connect and learn 
more about their work. 
Through this session, 
funders and nonprofit 
organizations have the 
opportunity to develop a 
mutual understanding of 
one another in a relaxed 
environment.

“Rural Philanthropy 
Days (RPD) conferences 
stand as flagship events 
in rural Colorado”, says 
CRC Co-Board Chair, 
Leslie Baldwin. “These 
conferences are born 
out of collaboration with 
community leaders, fos-
tering dialogue and tack-
ling key topics shaped 
by their firsthand expe-
riences. This platform 
allows nonprofit profes-
sionals to engage directly 
with statewide funders, 
partake in professional 
development opportuni-
ties, and connect with fel-
low community leaders 
from across the region. 
Whether aiming to lay 

the groundwork for new 
initiatives or amplify ex-
isting efforts, RPD offers 
a vital space for network-
ing and growth.”

Jason Medina, Execu-
tive Director of the Com-
munity Foundation of 
the San Luis Valley notes 
that “Rural Philanthropy 
Days are the perfect op-
portunity for urban non-
profit funders to gain a 
deeper understanding of 
rural challenges and op-
portunities, build rela-
tionships with local lead-
ers and communities, 
and address the unique 
needs of rural nonprofits. 
This allows funders to 
build more inclusive and 
effective funding strate-
gies, to make more sus-
tainable and meaningful 
impact, and to promote 
greater equity in their 
investments in rural 
work.”

“This conference is so 
important because of 
its lasting impact,” said 
event Co-Chair, Karla 
Shriver. “Participants 
learn new skills, network 
with other non-profit 
leaders, governmental 

staff, business leaders 
and potential funders 
from all over the state. 
You can draw a direct line 
from the impact of this 
conference to increased 
support for non-profits 
and individuals living in 
the San Luis Valley.”

Registration is current-
ly open and those who 
are interested should go 
to https://crcamerica.org/
programs/rural-engage-
ment/regional-websites/
san-luis-val ley/2024-
slv-rpd-workshops-and-
speakers/. 

Hot Springs Loop, active 
participation in the San 
Luis Valley Tourism As-
sociation, and the “Care 
for Colorado” program. 
Moreover, the council is 
excited to announce a 
$20,000 grant from the 
CTO to enhance trail sig-
nage across the county 
and install visitor kiosks 
in partnership with the 
BLM and US Forest Ser-
vice.

The tourism council has 
grant funding available 
to individuals and organi-

zations for marketing and 
promoting public-facing 
events that are held with-
in the county.

To view the new brand 
in action, learn about 
the “Do SLV Right” prin-
ciples, apply for a tour-
ism grant, or learn more 
about our ongoing efforts, 
visit Mystic-Colorado.
com. We encourage those 
interested in joining our 
efforts to connect with us 
at info@mystic-colorado.
com.

The SCTC is an all-
volunteer board of com-
munity members dedi-
cated to promoting and 
supporting tourism in 

Saguache County. Cur-
rent board members are 
Theo Boudreaux (Chair), 
Christine Gydesen (Vice 
Chair), Andy Hackbarth, 
Faith O’Reilly, and Kai-
rina Danforth. The SCTC 
wished to extend its deep 
appreciation to Vivia 
Lawson and Ed Sparba-
ro, who recently retired 
from the board after 
many years of dedicated 
service. Ameille Warner 
serves as marketing and 
administrative consul-
tant. Anyone who has 
an interest in joining 
the board can reach out 
at info@mystic-colorado.
com.

The SLV Farmer-to-
Farmer Field Day begins 
at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 
3 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
24. Group transportation 
is also provided, with at-
tendees taking off and 
returning from the USDA 
Service Center, located 
on the southwest corner 
of County Road 10 North 
and Highway 285 near 
the town of Center. 

To RSVP, contact Mat-
tea Freel at 970-371-0687 
or Seth Armentrout at 
719-289-7322.

This educational expe-
rience is being offered at 
no charge. 

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

CREEDE – Creede’s 
annual Headwaters Mu-
sic Festival is set for this 
weekend, Aug. 24-25, so 
it is time to pull out the 
dancing shoes and catch 
a tune at Hargraves Park. 
This music festival fea-
tures both visiting and lo-
cal musical talent.

Festival coordinator Bob 
Holt always has one thing 
to say when asked about 
the Headwaters Music 
Festival and that is that 
Creede is the music capital 
of Colorado. 

This year’s lineup in-
cludes Rally Round, Lesli 
Wood and The Spiceboys, 
Anthony Garcia and Los 
Diablos Tejanos, Dan West 
Band, Beat Root Revival, 
2nd Chance, Caldera, Bo 
Depena Band, Rivertown 
Folk and The Rifters. This 
family friendly event is a 
great way to get out and 
enjoy some of Creede’s epic 
views, delicious food, and 
music.

• Rally Round
Hailing from many dif-

ferent places and musi-
cal stylings, Rally ‘Round 
comes together to produce 

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
The annual Headwaters Music Festival will kick off this 
Saturday in Creede, bringing musical talents to the 
stage for another year. 

Headwaters Music Festival takes stage in Creede
a fun, danceable mix of 
reggae covers. They infuse 
their own style to classic 
roots reggae like Toots and 
the Maytals to more mod-
ern offerings like Sublime 
and Slightly Stoopid. Rally 
‘Round hopes their cool 
island rhythms will bring 
warm vibes to this high 
mountain town. Featuring 
the musical stylings of Joe 
Baker, Malcolm Snead, 
John Goss, Steve Baxter, 
and Steve Reynolds.

• Lesli Wood and the 
Spiceboys

Leslie Wood and the 
Spiceboys have been play-
ing around the Austin 
area and other parts of the 
country for years. Wood 
also spends a considerable 
part of her time studying 
geology. “When Wood isn’t 
researching shale tecton-
ics and mud volcanoes, 
she is practicing with her 
band, The Spice Boys, or 
creating her own music. 
Her move to Golden co-
incided with the band’s 
fourth appearance at the 
American Association of 
Petroleum Geologists An-
nual Convention and Ex-
hibition meeting last sum-
mer. It was during those 

acoustic folk performanc-
es that she began to make 
connections with other 
Mines professors. When 
she saw the job posting 
for the Robert Weimer 
Distinguished Professor 
of Sedimentology and Pe-
troleum Geology at Mines, 
applying for it was a no-
brainer.”

• Anthony Garcia and 
Los Diablos Tejanos

Located in the Austin 
and greater Austin area, 
the group first performed 
together in April 2021. 
Since then, the band has 
performed in various ven-
ues and festivals in and 
around the Austin and Hill 
Country area and Europe. 
The group just completed 
a tour through Germany 
and Switzerland in Au-
gust. Past festivals and 
shows have included Old 
Settlers Music Festival, 
and the Luckenbach Main 
Stage.

• Dan West
Music at its best is an 

outpouring of emotion. 
Dan West is exceptional at 
capturing the emotion of a 
song and sharing it with 
the audience. Dan West is 
a singer that has been per-

forming for over 30 years. 
Focusing on older classic 
country and his own origi-
nal songs. Often compared 
to Don Williams, Dan 
West presents a variety of 
original and cover tunes. 
His soothing voice is easy 
to listen to and brings joy 
to your soul. Come out to 
Dan and his band and you 
will leave with a smile on 
your face.

• Beat Root Revival 
It is a multi-instrumen-

talist roots duo, combining 
elements of Folk, Blues, 
Country, and Rock n Roll 
to create a melodic sound, 
made up of powerhouse 
harmonic vocalists Andrea 
Magee and Ben Jones. 
Originally from England 
and Ireland, Ben Jones 
and Andrea Magee came 
to the USA 4 years ago 
like their ancestors before 
them, looking for a new 
life and to share their mu-
sic far and wide. With just 
a guitar, a Bodhran and a 
hunger in their harmonies 
and songs, Austin, Texas 
became their adopted 
home, and they have de-
veloped an ever-growing 
fan base gigging regularly 
while writing prolifically. 

The band’s CD sales are 
higher than any other sup-
port act we’ve had at our 
label in years, and they 
just recorded three brand 
new songs with legend-
ary producer Paul Leary 
(Sublime, Slightly Stoopid, 
Ballyhoo!, Meat Puppets, 
Butthole Surfers), which 
includes a great rendition 
of Thunderclap Neman’s, 
“Something In The Air.”

• Bo DePeña Band
Somewhere between 

the concrete jungle of New 
York City and the dirt road 
expanse of the West, re-

sides the “American Roots” 
music of Bo DePeña. With 
a blended sound of blues, 
country, folk, and hints 
of rock ‘n roll, the singer, 
songwriter, and performer 
is a troubadour, telling the 
tales of America’s back-
bone.

2nd Chance, Caldera, Ri-
vertown folk and The Rift-
ers are all sure to keep the 
rhythm moving through-
out the entire weekend. 

For more information or 
a full line-up and schedule 
of events, visit www.head-
watersmusicfestival.com.

Colorado River ‘positive’ for invasive zebra mussels as wildlife officials hunt for source
By CHASE WOODRUFF

Colorado Newsline
Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife officials have 
launched an extensive 
monitoring and public out-
reach plan following the 
detection of invasive zebra 
mussel larvae in several lo-
cations along the Colorado 
River near Grand Junction 
last month. But their next 
steps will depend on what 
they learn about the ex-
tent and the source of the 
invasive population, which 
could pose an “extreme 
risk” to local ecosystems 
and water utilities.

“If they are in a small 
pond, as an example, there 
is a completely different ar-
senal of tools that we may 

have in our tool belt to try to 
address that situation than 
if they are in an open water 
system like the Colorado 
River,” Robert Walters, 
CPW’s invasive species pro-
gram manager, told a com-
mittee of state lawmakers 
on Wednesday. “Until we 
identify the source of the 
population, it’s really diffi-
cult to say what those con-
trol options might be.”

Zebra mussels are dan-
gerous to water ecosys-
tems because they strip 
plankton, an essential food 
source, from the water. Ad-
ditionally, they can threat-
en water supplies and irri-
gation systems by impeding 
or stopping water flows and 
attaching to infrastructure, 

causing millions of dollars 
in damages and increased 
maintenance costs.

The fingernail-sized 
mussels, which are native 
to the Black and Caspian 
seas, are “almost impos-
sible to eradicate” once a 
population is established, 
CPW officials say. The spe-
cies has impacted ecosys-
tems in the Great Lakes 
region since the late 1980s, 
and has subsequently 
spread throughout many 
parts of the United States 
by attaching to boats and 
other aquatic equipment.

Walters said that after 
additional sampling in the 
last few weeks, the agency 
now considers the Colorado 
River to be “positive” for 

zebra mussels. CPW previ-
ously deemed the river and 
the Government Highline 
Canal, a 55-mile-long irri-
gation project that diverts 
some of the river’s water to 
farms in the Grand Valley, 
“suspect” after initial test-
ing detected zebra mussel 
DNA in early July. The 
total number of locations 
where the species has been 
detected is now seven.

“Our focus now is re-
ally on the monitoring,” 
Walters said. “We want 
to know where these are 
coming from and how far 
they have spread here in 
the state, as that is going 
to influence our long-term 
planning.”

The agency is coordi-
nating its response with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service and the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation, which 
owns the Highline Ca-
nal, along with the Army 
Corps of Engineers, which 
is conducting a “west-wide 
boater movement study” 
to identify how and where 
contaminated boats may 
have entered Colorado wa-
terways. Public awareness 
campaigns and a network 
of inspection and decon-
tamination stations at 
popular boating sites are 
key prevention strategies, 
Walters said. A 10-second 
high-pressure spray of hot 
water is enough to kill and 
remove zebra mussels that 
have attached to a boat.

CPW urges anyone using 
the Colorado River to clean, 
drain, and dry their vessels 
and equipment — includ-

ing boats, rafts, kayaks, 
paddle boards and fishing 
equipment — after they 
leave the water.

So far, no adult zebra 
mussels have been found 
in the Colorado River, Wal-
ters said — only so-called 
veligers, the species’ larval 
form. Public education and 
awareness will be critical 
to minimizing the impacts 
of what for now is a “very 
low density of veligers that 
we are detecting,” he said.

“We have had zero posi-
tive detection since those 
last ones in the middle of 
July,” Walters added. “That 
doesn’t mean we aren’t con-
tinuing to look. We are out 
there every single week col-
lecting additional samples, 
trying to identify where 
these are coming from.”
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This past weekend 

Ol’ Dutch got a cov-
eted invitation for 
a bear hunting trip 
down into the storied 
State of New Mexico 
around Cimarron, 
which in name alone 
has always been 
connected to stories 
about the Old West.

This was not the 
normal type of hunt 
for Ol’ Dutch because 
these young hunters use dogs to chase 
the bears. Before you get your panties 
in a bunch and say “poor old bears” let 
me tell you something. These bears are 
street smart and as hard to find as a wife 
in a department store with a new credit 
card.

Let me start at the beginning. Some-
where up on a mesa south of Cimarron, 
we set up camp after I, with my ATV on 
the truck, made the drive up an impass-
able road. All I can say is if the road to 
Hell was that bad, very few would ever 
enter into that dreaded place.

I finally arrived and joined in the ca-
maraderie of a typical hunting camp. 
This was my first time being around bear 
hounds and so I was looking forward to 
hearing them bay and maybe even tree 
a poor old bear. Little did I know that 
I would become the “designated driver” 
of the two young girls that came with 
their daddies to hunting camp. One, my 
12-year-old granddaughter and the sec-
ond, the daughter of the lead “bear man.” 

When Ol’ Dutch decided to get an ATV 
years ago, I was single at the time so get-
ting a two-seater seemed like the best 
way to get a woman to ride along on trips 
in the mountains – and maybe, even the 
trip through life. And that’s how I found 

Bear-ly 
made it

Trout 
Republic

by Kevin Kirkpatrick

myself hauling around two giggle boxes 
all over hell’s half acre being their baby-
sitter while their dads hunted.

Typically, the day started at first light 
when we all loaded up and drove the 
roads looking for bear tracks. The idea is 
that the dogs would bark and bay should 
we find a fresh track deposited during 
the night. Then, they would be turned 
loose, and the chase would begin.

I have alluded to the horrible road to 
get to camp but let me tell you some-
thing, the roads we took every day look-
ing for tracks would make the camp road 
embarrassed in comparison. I am used 
to rocky roads here in Colorado, but 
these were a jumbled-up mess of lava-
created-disaster. We did find some bears 
eventually after miles of butt-jarring 
and back-wrenching riding around, but 
those bears must have taken lessons 
from Harry Houdini himself as they 
slipped by those hounds as easily as he 
did from handcuffs.

While the bear hunt disappointed, one 
thing that didn’t was sleeping under the 
stars without a tent for the first time in 
memory. Son #1, Bub’s, brought along an 
inflatable bed and put that in the back of 
his truck. And we climbed up there and 
took out our sleeping bags and suddenly 
were rewarded with the most wondrous 
view of the heavens I have ever seen.

Being far from any outside light sourc-
es, the view was amazing, and the clear 
nights gave us an unparalleled view of 
God’s handwork.  I can honestly say I 
have never slept that good in probably 
all my life and Miss Trixie may start 
having to sleep alone as I am a new fan 
of outdoor living.

All that fun time at my age comes at 
a price and I am as sore as a bull that 
has been bit by a herd of bumble bees 
and about as grouchy, too. I have places 
hurting on my body I didn’t know exist-
ed, but it is a good sign that I am still 
alive and kicking, I suppose. The fun 

times came to an end soon enough and 
we all returned to our abodes safe and 
sound but with tags unfilled.

Ol’ Dutch felt thankful to have been 
able to keep up with the youngsters for 
two days and was really feeling pretty 
good about myself. That is until they all 
said they would be back next weekend 
for more of the same and wanted me to 
be sure and come along.

So at least I fooled all of them and will 
have to beg off on the next bear chase. 
Maybe. Because by next weekend my 
weak memory will have forgotten the 
pains and the roads will have gotten less 
bad, and it will be off to the races again. 
Maybe. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter at 
TroutRepublic.

By BYRON YORK
If the Trump campaign has any say in 

it, Americans should learn the name of 
Gianfranco Torres-Navarro. According to 
U.S. authorities, Torres-Navarro is the 
leader of a Peruvian crime gang and is 
thought to be personally responsible for 
23 murders. He is a notorious figure in 
Peru, where he is known as “Gianfranco 
23,” clearly “a reference to the number of 
people he is alleged to have killed,” ac-
cording to the Associated Press. He has a 
girlfriend who, also according to AP, “has 
a sizable following on the social media 
platform TikTok where she showed off 
their lavish lifestyle, including designer 
clothes, resort vacations and shooting 
targets at a gun range.” Not to put too 
fine a point on it, but Torres-Navarro’s 
gang is known as “Los Killers.”

Here’s why Americans should know 
who he is. Recently Torres-Navarro was 
arrested by U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) in Endicott, 
New York, a village with a population 
of 13,667 about 190 miles north of New 
York City. Given that he is a wanted 
man, wanted for very serious crimes in 
Peru, one might ask how he made it to 
the United States.

The answer is: He just walked in. In 
May, Torres-Navarro crossed illegally 
into the United States near Roma, Texas, 
in the Rio Grande border sector. He was 
arrested by U.S. authorities who then 
... let him go. Like millions of other il-
legal crossers, he was given a “notice to 
appear” before an immigration judge at 
some point far in the future, and then 

sent on his way.
The presence of Torres-Navarro in the 

United States, free to go as he pleases, 
was a direct result of the border policies 
of President Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris. You’ve heard about 
their policy of allowing millions into the 
U.S. unvetted. This is that policy in ac-
tion. Torres-Navarro is the face of that 
policy. He is a one-man, walking illustra-
tion of the dangerous nature of the Biden-
Harris border.

Wait a minute, some Democrats might 
say. Are you arguing that every per-
son who crosses the border illegally is 
a murderer? Of course not. What the 
Torres-Navarro case shows is that U.S. 
authorities, under Biden and Harris, are 
not really checking anybody. If they let 
a man wanted for 23 murders through, 
they’ll let anybody through. And indeed, 
they do.

We’ve all seen the examples of horren-
dous crimes committed by people who 
crossed illegally into the U.S. during the 
Biden-Harris years. “In three and a half 
years, the Biden-Harris administration 
has released more than 5.4 million ille-
gal aliens into the United States, with an 
additional at least 1.9 million known ‘go-
taways’ escaping into the country,” says 
a newly released report from the House 
Judiciary Committee. That’s 7.3 million 
people so far in this administration.

As this newsletter noted just a few 
days ago: “The migrants have spread 
into cities and towns across the country, 
burdening municipalities struggling to 
house and feed them. Some have commit-

ted horrendous crimes. Culturally, on top 
of the nation’s existing immigration pro-
cess, it is a bad idea to let in so many un-
assimilated migrants so quickly, since it 
overwhelms the country’s ability to turn 
them into Americans. And most funda-
mentally, the border rush represents an 
offense against the nation’s sovereignty 
and the rule of law.” Entirely apart from 
the basic principle that we shouldn’t let 
mass murderers in, those are all serious 
considerations.

We’ve also seen that Biden and Harris 
have changed the face of illegal immigra-
tion. Where at various times in the past 
the dominant countries of origin were 
Mexico or the Northern Triangle, now au-
thorities are seeing more and more illegal 
crossers from China, Turkey, and a num-
ber of countries in Africa, South America 
and beyond. When they are admitted into 
the United States, like Torres-Navarro, 
it’s safe to say U.S. authorities don’t know 
who they are. Among the 7.3 million il-
legal crossers Biden and Harris have 
released into the United States “are 375 
illegal aliens on the U.S. government’s 
terrorist watchlist,” according to the Ju-
diciary Committee. “That is a more than 
3,000% increase of watch-listed alien en-
counters compared to all four years of the 
Trump administration.”

Torres-Navarro was presumably not on 
the terrorist watch list. He is just a cold-
blooded mass killer involved in standard 
gang crimes. One might think that would 
be plenty of reason to keep him out of the 
United States, but he was ushered right 
in.

And that is why Americans should 
know about Torres-Navarro. He is in the 
United States because of the way Biden 
and Harris chose to run the U.S.-Mexi-
co border. And he is in custody through 
the work of an agency, ICE, that Harris 
wanted to “re-examine” and profoundly 
change, “starting from scratch,” in light 
of her goal of decriminalizing illegal 
crossings into the United States. The 
border should be a major issue in this 
presidential campaign, and the story of 
Gianfranco Torres-Navarro is part of it.

Byron York is chief political correspon-
dent for The Washington Examiner.

Kamala Harris, Joe Biden and the border

Editor,
Lots of talk about Veterans these 

days, both on the National and Lo-
cal level. Since the San Luis Valley’s 
Senator Cleave Simpson and Repre-
sentative Matthew Martinez are both 
Veterans, what have they done for us 

lately? 
The VA Office of Inspector General 

(OIG) reports Eastern Colorado Health 
Care has been killing Veterans. Colo-
rado Division of Veterans Affairs has 
been disrespecting and under serving 
Veterans. When is enough enough? 

In 1932, Veterans marched on Wash-
ington DC.  Is it time for Veterans to 
march on Denver? 

Richard Nagley 
President Veterans Coalition of the 
San Luis Valley

Is it time for Veterans to march on Denver?



Friday, August 23, 2024 Valley Courier Page 5

Lifestyles

Courtesy photos
Gallerio Grande of South Fork is an art gallery dedicated to showcasing the bronze 
sculptures of R. Clay Booth.

Discover the essence 
of the West at Gallerio 
Grande in South Fork

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER — More than 

1.5 million Coloradans 
opted to buy a Keep Colo-
rado Wild Pass during 
its first full year of being 
on sale, which generated 
$39.7 million to support 
Colorado state parks and 
outdoor first responders.

Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife (CPW) set a goal 
to raise at least $36 mil-
lion annually from pass 
sales. The first $32.5 mil-
lion will go toward state 
park maintenance and 
development; the next 
$2.5 million will go to-
ward search and rescue 
teams, and $1 million 
will go to the Colorado 
Avalanche Information 
Center (CAIC). Any rev-
enue beyond that will go 
to wildlife projects and 
outdoor educational pro-
grams.

CPW and the Division 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
launched the new $29 
Keep Colorado Wild Pass 
in Jan. 2023. The first fis-
cal year of Keep Colorado 
Wild Pass sales ended on 
June 30, 2024, with rev-
enue reaching $39.7 mil-
lion.

CPW presented the fi-
nal revenue numbers for 
fiscal year 2023 at the 
Aug. 24 Parks and Wild-
life Commission Meeting 
held in Colorado Springs.

“We’re excited to report 
on the Keep Colorado Wild 
Pass’s success during its 
first year of operations,” 
said CPW Chief Finan-
cial Officer Justin Rutter.  
“This is a substantial in-
crease in revenue for our 
agency compared to pre-
vious years, which means 
our state parks, wildlife, 
search and rescue volun-

teers, and avalanche fore-
casters will get a boost 
in funding in the coming 
year too.”

The Keep Colorado 
Wild Pass offers a 60 per-
cent savings compared to 
a traditional $80 annual 
state park pass and pro-
vides car, bike, and foot 
entry into all Colorado 
state parks.

Residents can get or 
opt out of the pass annu-
ally when registering a 
passenger vehicle, light 
truck, motorcycle, or rec-
reational vehicle with 
the DMV. When a resi-
dent buys a Keep Colo-
rado Wild Pass, the DMV 
prints a Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife logo on your 
vehicle registration card, 
which serves as the park 
pass to present at en-
trance stations to enter a 
state park.  

Keep Colorado Wild Pass 
raises $39.7M for Colorado 

state parks, search and rescue 
teams, and avalanche safety

CONTRIBUTED
SOUTH FORK — 

South Fork has a new 
destination for art en-
thusiasts and lovers 
of the American West. 
Gallerio Grande, 30635 
Highway 160, is a pre-
mier art gallery dedicat-
ed to showcasing the fine 
bronze sculptures of R. 
Clay Booth that capture 
the spirit and traditions 
of the western frontier.

Gallerio Grande is an 
extension of Booth Sculp-
ture, known for its excep-
tional bronze sculptures 
and large monuments. 
The new gallery is not 
just a place to view art; 
it’s an immersive experi-
ence into the rich history 
and culture that shaped 
the American West.

With a focus on west-
ern traditions, the new 
gallery features work 
that tell stories of rug-
ged landscapes, iconic 
figures, and the untamed 
wilderness.

The gallery is comple-
mented by an active on-
line presence through its 
website, boothsculpture.
com, where visitors can 
explore the collection and 
learn more about the art-
ists and their creations. 
Additionally, its social 
media platforms on Face-
book and Instagram are 
updated daily, providing 
followers with the latest 
photos, updates, and in-
formation about upcom-
ing exhibits and events.

“We invite the commu-
nity and visitors alike to 
explore Gallerio Grande, 
where art meets history 
at the headwaters of 

the Rio Grande. Join us 
in celebrating the time-
less beauty of the West 
through the eyes of artist 
R. Clay Booth,” organiz-
ers stated.

The gallery also houses 
Steffens and Company 
Realty, Helmstetter Ar-
chitecture, and Zorro 
Construction, making it 
a one-stop destination for 
anyone looking to settle 
in South Fork. 

“Whether you’re 
searching for land, plan-
ning a dream home, or 
looking to fill your space 
with stunning art, Gal-
lerio Grande has it all,” 
organizers stated.

For more information, 
visit boothsculpture.com 
and follow themon Face-
book and Instagram.



Sports 
Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY

Prep girls softball
Alamosa 17, Durango 11

THURSDAY
Prep girls volleyball
Primero at Sangre de 

Cristo – late
Salida at Center – late

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY

Prep cross country
Alamosa, Centauri at 

C h e y e n n e  M o u n t a i n 
Stampede (at  Norr is 
Penrose Event Center), 2 
p.m.

Prep boys golf
Alamosa, Monte Vista at 

Pueblo County Invitational 
(at Hollydot), 9 a.m.

Prep girls softball
Alamosa vs. Greeley 

Central  (Platte Valley 
Invitational), 1 p.m.

Alamosa vs. Yuma (Platte 
Valley Invitational), 5 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball

Sanford at La Veta, 2 p.m.

SATURDAY
Prep girls softball

Alamosa at Platte Valley 
(Platte Valley Invitational), 
9 a.m.

Alamosa vs. The Academy 
(Platte Valley Invitational), 1 
p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
C r e e d e ,  M o u n t a i n 

Valley at Crested Butte 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

La Veta, Rocky Ford at Del 
Norte, 9 a.m.

Hoehne, La Junta, Monte 
Vista, Pueblo Central, 
Sargent at Monte Vista tri-
meet, 9 a.m.

Center, La Veta, Mitchell, 
Nucla, Sierra Grande at 
Sangre de Cristo, 10 a.m.

Centauri at Lamar, 11 a.m.
Gunnison at Sanford, 

noon
Antonito at Hanover 

Invitational, TBA

MONDAY
Prep boys golf

Alamosa at Pueblo South 
Invitational (at Elmwood 
Golf Course), 8:30 a.m.

Alamosa at Durango 
Invitational, TBA

Prep boys soccer
Salida at Alamosa, 6 p.m.
College men’s soccer

Eastern Arizona at Adams 
State (exhibition), 2 p.m.

TUESDAY
Prep boys golf

A l a m o s a ,  M o n t e 
Vista at  Montezuma-
Cortez Invitational (at 
Conquistador Golf Course), 
9 a.m.

Prep girls softball
Alamosa at  Pueblo 

Centennial (at Runyon 
Sports Complex, Pueblo), 
5 p.m.

Prep girls volleyball
Manitou Springs at 

Alamosa, 4:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prep boys golf

Alamosa, Del Norte, 
Monte Vista at Pagosa 
Springs Invitational, 9 a.m.

THURSDAY
Prep boys golf

Monte Vista at Canon City 
Invitational (at Four Mile 
Ranch Golf Club), 9 a.m.

Prep girls softball
Alamosa at Sierra, 4 p.m.
Prep girls volleyball
Crested Butte at Center, 

4 p.m.
Del Norte at Ignacio, 

4:30 p.m.
Sanford at Monte Vista, 

5 p.m.
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Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa High School second baseman Taryn Kreps-Smoth catches a pop fly 
in Tuesday’s game against Durango. The Lady Mean Moose defeated the Lady 
Demons 17-11.

Lady Moose hold off 
Durango in season 

opener
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Alamosa High 
School softball team took a big lead early 
in its season opener against Durango 
Tuesday at the Adams State University 
softball field.

The Lady Demons came back to tie the 
score, but the Lady Mean Moose struck 
late and came away with a 17-11 win.

Durango took the early lead with a run 
in the top of the first inning. However, 
Alamosa scored 10 times in its half of 
the frame.

After a 90-minute weather delay, the 
Lady Demons scored four runs in the 
second. They scored five more in the 
third to tie the score at 10-10.

The Lady Mean Moose regained the 
lead with a run in the bottom of the third. 
They scored three runs in both the fifth 
and sixth innings.

Durango scored once in the top of the 
seventh.

Shea Jordan started the game as the 
Lady Mena Moose’s pitcher. She gave up 
10 runs, with five of them earned, and 
eight hits. She struck out one, walked 
four and hit two batters.

Olivia Castillo finished the game and 
took the win. She allowed one run and 
eight hits and struck out two and walked 
none.

The Mean Moose had 16 hits. Taryn 
Kreps-Smith went 3-3 with a double and 
one RBI, HaIlie Dupont went 3-4 with 
a triple and three RBIs, Kennedy Hillis 
went 3-4 with one RBI, Shaya Martin 
went 2-3 with one RBI, and Araceli 
Molina went 2-4 with a triple and four 
RBIs.

Myissa Duran hit a home run for the 
Lady Moose.

Alamosa (1-0) will play at the Platte 
Valley Invitational in Kersey this 
weekend. On Friday, the Lady Mean 
Moose will play Greeley Central at 1 
p.m. and Yuma at 5 p.m. On Saturday, 
they will face Platte Valley at 9 a.m. and 
The Academy at 1 p.m.

Alamosa 17, Durango 11
Durango    145   000   1 – 11  15   7
Alamosa                   (10)01   033   x – 17  16   2
Glueck (W) and K. Trujillo. Jordan, Castillo (3, W) and 
Quinlan. HR – A: Duran.
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Public Notices
173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF DISTRICT COURT CASE
DISTRICT COURT, COSTILLA COUNTY, COLORADO

304 Main Street, San Luis, CO 81152
Case No.: 2024CV30012 Division: C
Plaintiff: CIELO VISTA RANCH II, LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability 
Company,
v.
Defendants: JOSHUA SISNEROS, a Colorado resident; MARIAH 
MEDINA, a Colorado resident; DEVIN VIGIL, a Colorado resident; 
DIEGO ROMERO, a Colorado resident.
Attorneys for Plaintiff: 
Jose A. Castro #57027 and Jamie N. Cotter, #40309
Spencer Fane, LLP, 1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 2000, Denver, CO  
80203
Telephone: (303) 839-3800 | FAX: (303) 839-3838
Email: jcastro@spencerfane.com | jcotter@spencerfane.com
SUMMONS AND NOTICE
To the Above-Named Defendant: JOSHUA SISNEROS.
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to file with the Clerk 
of this Court an answer or other response to the Complaint filed in the 
above captioned matter. Plaintiff, CVR II, alleges that you intentionally 
entered the CVR II Property to hunt, did not have permission to enter 
CVR II Property, and did shoot and kill a bull elk. CVR II alleges that 
due to your trespass, it has suffered damages due to lost time and 
productivity of its employees in having to respond to your trespass, 
and it is seeking a declaration that you improperly trespassed on CVR 
II Property and damages to be proven, including lost time and other 
costs allowed by law. Per Court order, this notice shall constitute ser-
vice on you once it has been published for five consecutive weeks. 
No. 4054.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 2024.

DISTRICT COURT COSTILLA COUNTY 
304 Main Street
P.O. Box 301
San Luis, CO 81152
FOR COURT USE ONLY
Case Number
2024CV30027
JOHN M. FINN and JOLENE A. FINN,
Plaintiffs
vs.
GREG J. GONZALES,
Defendant
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
Matthew K. Hobbs, No. 332255
mhobbs@cstrial.com 
CAIN & SKARNULIS PLLC
P. O. Box 1064
Salida, Colorado 81201
719-530-3011 /512-477-5011
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint filed with the court in this action, 
by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or other response.  You 
are required to file your answer or other response within 35 days after 
the service of this summons upon you.  Service of this summons shall 
be complete on the day of the last publication.  A copy of the com-
plaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in 
writing within 35 days after the date of the last publication, judgment 
by default may be rendered against you by the court for the relief 
demanded in the complaint without further notice.
This is in rem action to quiet the title for the Plaintiffs in and to the 
real property in Costilla County, Colorado, more particularly described 
as follows:
Tract 9, of the Amended Plat of M & M Ranches, also known by Par-
cel Number 72700080.
Dated July 29, 2024
Published in the Valley Courier, Alamosa, Colorado.
By:____/s/__________
Matthew Hobbs, No. 33225
Attorney for Plaintiffs
No. 4072.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 9, 16, 23, 30, & September 
6, 2024.

Request For Proposal (RFP) Hangar Renovation Project
Saguache County is looking for a person or contractor for demolition 
and removal of hangars and rubbish on Leach Airport property.
There are several hangar structures at Leach Airport that need to be 
demolished.  Saguache County seeks to have all non-viable hang-
ers demolished and all associated rubbish on the property removed. 
See attached map – T Hangar C to be torn down, T Hangar E to be 
torn down, T Hangar F to be torn down, Hangar F3 torn down.  Total 
of Hangars to be torn down – 4. 
A map will be available at www.saguachecounty.c11olorado.gov to 
identify targeted structures for this demolition proposal.  Saguache 
County reserves the right to start accepting proposals on Monday, 
August 12, 2024, with the understanding RFP process will remain 
open until September 6, 2024, at 3pm.
If you are interested in the removal of the items at Leach Airport 
please send a letter of interest to Wendi Maez, PO Box 100, Sagua-
che, CO 81149 or you may email your letter of interest to wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.gov.  
For additional information please contact either Wendi Maez at 719-
655-2231 or Jed Ellithorpe at 719-850-1928.
No. 4079.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 20, 21, 23, 24, 27, & 28, 
2024.

District Court  Denver Probate Court
Alamosa County, Colorado
Court Address:  8955 Independence Way
Alamosa, CO  81101
719-586-4996
In the Matter of the Estate of
Jenine Lynn Manesiotis
Deceased 
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): 
John M. Montgomery, Attorney
660 Grande Avenue
Del Norte, CO  81132
Phone Number: 719-657-3333 E-mail:john@montgomery-law.net
FAX Number: 719-657-9999   Atty. Reg. #: 19385
Case Number: 2024PR30024
Division  Courtroom
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Jenine Lynn Manesiotis Deceased
Case Number 2024PR30024 
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
X District Court of Alamosa, County, Colorado or 
  Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before  December 20, 2024  (date)*, or the claims may be for-
ever barred.
John M. Montgomery
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
660 Grande Avenue
Address
Del Norte, CO  81132
City, State, Zip Code
No. 4087.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 16, 23, & 30, 2024.

District Court, Alamosa County, Colorado
8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101
719-589-4996
In the Matter of the Determination of Heirs or Devisees or Both and of 
Interests in Property of:
KAREN BARBERA,
Deceased 
COURT USE ONLY
LAW OFFICE OF ANGELA LEE
Angela Lee, Attorney Reg. #53495
620 Grand Ave  |  PO Box 69
Del Norte CO 81101
719-589-3688
angela@angelalee.law  
Attorney for Petitioner
Case Number:
2024 PR 30028
Division Courtroom 
NOTICE OF NON-APPEARANCE HEARING TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND OWNERS BY INHERITANCE PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-1303, C.R.S.
(Attendance at this hearing is not required or expected)
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND OWNERS BY INHERI-
TANCE INCLUDING: Robert R. Barbera, Patricia L. Pawlowicz, Val-
erie A Barbera, and Gail H Thomas:
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition for Determination of Heirship, a copy 
of which accompanies this Notice, has been filed by Petitioner RICH-
ARD BARBERA, aka R.V. Barbera, in the above Court alleging that 
the above-named Decedent died leaving an undivided interest as in 
the following real property situated in Alamosa County, State of Colo-
rado, legally described as follows: 
LOT 5, Block 1 of Mount Blanca Valley Ranches Subdivision Unit 6
the (“Property”).
PLEASE NOTE:
You must answer the Petition within 21 days after receipt of the Notice 
if service occurs within Colorado, and within 35 days after receipt of 
the Notice if service occurs outside Colorado or if service occurs by 
mail or publication.
All objections to the petition must be filed in writing with the court and 
the filing fee paid within the time required for answering the petition.
Hearing in this matter shall be limited to the Petition, any objections 
timely filed, and the parties answering the petition in a timely manner.
Hearing on the petition will be held at the following time and location 
or at a later date to which the hearing may be continued:
Date and Time: 8:00AM on October 17, 2024
Address: Alamosa District Court, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, 
CO 81101
The hearing will take approximately one hour.
Dated this 19th day of August, 2024.
/s/ Angela Lee   
Law Office of Angela Lee
Attorney for Petitioner 
Petitioner’s Address:
Richard Barbera 
8513 E WILDERNESS WAY
SHREVEPORT, LA 71106 
No. 4097.
Published in the Valley Courier on August, 23, 30, & September 6, 
2024.

INSURED QUALITY 
FENCING INSTAL-
L AT ION.  O f fe r i ng 
quotes for wire and post 
rail. Call 719-371-7932. 
(9/24/24)
P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(8/28/24)
LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
CA L L A N Y T I M E, 
WEEKENDS and EVE-
NINGS:719-580-0033 
o r  7 1 9 -3 7 6 - 2 5 9 3 . 
(9/6/24-monthly)

VA L L E Y  RO O T S 
FOOD HUB GENER-
AL MANAGER. San 
Luis Valley Local Foods 
Coalition seeks a Valley 
Roots Food Hub General 
Manager. As the General 
Manager, you will learn, 
understand, and oversee 
the jobs of Driver, Ag-
gregator, Markets Man-
ager, Warehouse Manag-
er, Operations Manager, 
Bookkeeper, Kitchen 
Manager, Sales Man-
ager, and Fleet Manager. 
Minimum of 5 years 
of relevant experience. 
Submit your resume and 
cover letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. Additional 
requirements can be 
found at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. Applica-
tions close September 
15th, 2024. (9/11/24)

• Receptionist
• Sales People
Email resume to:
Sundihomesdirect@gmail.com
3003 Adcock Circle

Alamosa

Homes Direct
of Alamosa

IS HIRING

Mdcl Lab Scntst – (Alamosa & 
La Jara, CO), San Luis Valley 

Health: Prfrm all antibdy 
scrning, idntifctn, & cross 

mtchng procdurs req’d in the 
admnstrtn of blood & blood 

cmpnts. Stnd corp benfts. 
Salary $68,556.80. EOE. Reqs: 

Bach Dgr (or frgn equiv) in 
Med Tech, Chmstry, or rltd; 2 

yrs’ of exp as a Mdcl Technlgst, 
Lab Scntist, or rltd role. Email 
resume to len.gross@slvrmc.

org, Attn: Len Gross, Ref: 7591.

O U T R E AC H  A S -
SISTANT. SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O C A L 
FOODS COALITION 
seeks an LFLP Out-
reach  Coord i na tor. 
Strong communication 
and computer sk i l ls 
are required. Submit 
your resume and cover 
letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Additional require-
ments can be found at 
www.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/. Applications close 
September 9th, 2024. 
(9/7/24)
HUMAN RESOURC-
ES AND EQUITY CO-
ORDINATOR. SAN 
LUIS VALLEY LO-
CAL FOODS COALI-
TION seeks a Human 
Resources and Equity 
Coordinator. Related 
col lege degree and/
or 4 years experience 
with HR, preferably in a 
non-profit. Submit your 
resume and cover letter 
to opportunity.slvlocal-
foods@gmail.com. Ad-
ditional requirements 
can be found at www.
slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/. 
Applications close Au-
gust 31st, 2024. (8/31/24)
C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASST. 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 
C OAC H.  A p p l i c a -
tions can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.
centennial.k12.co.us. 
Open until filled. For 
questions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(9/11/24)
K I N DERGA RT EN 
P A R A P R O F E S -
SIONAL NEEDED: 
SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is seeking 
a dedicated Kindergar-
ten Paraprofessional for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you’re passion-
ate about working with 
young learners, we’d 
love to hear from you! 
For more information 
and to apply, visit www.
sargent.k12.co.us or call 
719-852-4023. Applica-
tion Deadline: 9/4/24 or 
until position is filled. 
EOE. (9/4/24)
L E A D  T E A C H -
E R  F O R  I N -
FANT CARE CEN-
TER NEEDED at the 
UPPER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150  d ays  p e r  yea r 
which includes all days 
that teachers a re at 
school. Please submit 
your application and 
resume to: Aaron Hor-
rocks, Superintendent, at 
950 French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (9/24/24)

HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GI R L S’  VOL L E Y-
BALL COACH needed 
at DEL NORTE JR. 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ex-
perience as a coach or 
assistant coach at the 
middle school and or 
high school level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school administra-
tors, parents, and stu-
dents. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (9/24/24)
NOW HIRING A full-
t ime FRONT DESK 
SECRETARY. Hours 
are Monday through 
Friday 8am-5pm. Please 
call CENTURY PROP-
E R T Y  M A N AG E -
MENT and SALES at 
719-589-5744. (9/10/24)
THE BOE OF CEN-
TER SCHOOLS is now 
accepting applications 
for the Position of BUSI-
NESS OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT for the remaining 
2024-2025 School Year. 
Qualifications: High 
school diploma, post-
secondary education 
preferred, with experi-
ence in office manage-
ment, use of commut-
ers, word processing, 
and bookkeeping or, 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Educa-
tion may find appro-
priate and acceptable. 
Must be able to pass a 
background check. For 
information and appli-
cation materials please 
visit the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(8/28/24)
CONEJOS COUNTY 
IS seeking a CASE-
WORKER for the DE-
PARTMENT OF SO-
CIAL SERVICES. An-
nual Salary starting at 
$42,500 DOQ. Duties 
include: Intake and/or 
ongoing social casework 
services to families/
adults. Bachelor’s De-
gree required. One-year 
experience preferred. 
Applications accepted 
until filled and available 
on line at conejoscounty.
colorado.gov, County 
Human Resources or 
via email upon request 
at cricci@co.conejos.
co.us. Inquiries, call 
(719) 376-6799. EOE. 
(8/24/24)
MANAGEMENT & 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON, or  t ea m, 
wanted for a 12 unit 
apa r tment  complex 
in DEL NORTE, CO. 
Duties include but not 
limited to: office paper-
work, cleaning, minor 
plumbing, minor elec-
trical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email a 
letter of interest and/or 
resume to 712-274-1230 
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com. Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity. (9/4/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect
Senior Architect

719-696-5783
Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

AUCTION
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Last Saturday of the month 
from. April 27 until November 

30. At the Community Building 
next to. Quality Timbers on 

Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
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THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
CHIEF. The success-
ful candidate shall plan 
and administer the law 
enforcement program 
and activities of the town 
and do related work as 
requi red.  Minimum 
qualifications include a 
degree in law enforce-
ment, Colorado POST 
Certification, and ex-
tensive and increasingly 
responsible experience 
in law enforcement work 
including supervisory 
experience. Thorough 
knowledge of the prin-
ciples, problems and 
techniques of municipal 
police administration; 
thorough knowledge of 
the technical and op-
erating practices and 
methods of law enforce-
ment and crime preven-
tion. Must have ability 
to handle firearms and 
maintain certification 
and firearms proficien-
cy in accordance with 
Colorado POST regula-
tions. Applicants must 
complete a background 
check, drug screening 
and have a current psy-
chological evaluation. 
The Town of La Jara of-
fers a competitive com-
pensation package that 
includes health, dental 
and vision insurance; re-
tirement through FPPA; 
and paid time off. Sal-
ary range from $55,000 
to $65,000. Applica-
tions may be picked up 
at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway. Appli-
cations accepted until 
filled. (9/4/24)

NOW HIRING A full-
time MAINTENANCE 
position at CENTURY 
PROPE RT Y M A N-
A G E M E N T  a n d 
SALES. Please call Cen-
tury Property Manage-
ment at 719-589-5744. 
(9/10/24)
L & M  S A LVA G E 
YARD is looking for a 
PARTS SPECIALIST 
& WRECKER DRIV-
ER, Hiring full time 
position. Valid driver’s 
license. Knowledge of 
vehicles preferred. Ap-
ply in person. (8/24/24)
THE COLOR ADO 
DIVISION of WATER 
RESOURCES is now 
taking applications for 
the position of WELL 
COMMISSIONER in 
ALAMOSA. This posi-
tion works in the Ala-
mosa DWR Office and 
evaluates well permit 
applications, conditions 
new permits based upon 
state statutes and rules, 
provides the public and 
other entities with infor-
mation regarding wells 
and groundwater, and 
investigates and reports 
on groundwater use in 
the San Luis Valley. The 
ideal candidate will have 
previous permitting and 
water administration re-
lated experience, knowl-
edge and understanding 
of groundwater in the 
Rio Grande Basin, and 
have excellent written 
and oral communication 
skills. Please see the full 
position announcement 
at https://www.govern-
mentjobs.com/careers/
colorado for benefits, 
salary, minimum quali-
fications, and to apply. 
(8/24/24)

THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA is seeking an 
EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR dedicated to main-
taining and improving 
our community’s in-
frastructure. This posi-
tion is in the PUBLIC 
WOR K S DE PA RT-
MENT. The ideal can-
didate is a skilled heavy 
equipment operator 
who will help keep our 
streets safe and func-
tional for all residents. 
As a Streets Equipment 
Operator, you will be 
responsible for operat-
ing and maintaining a 
variety of heavy ma-
chinery used in road 
construction, repair, and 
maintenance. You will 
work on tasks such as 
paving, grading, and 
excavation, ensuring that 
all work is performed to 
the highest standards of 
quality and safety. In-
terested candidates can 
submit their application 
at cityofalamosa.org and 
attach their resume and 
a cover letter detail-
ing their qualifications 
and experience. Starting 
pay FLSA Non-Exempt 
DOQ $25.41 - $26.68 
per hour. Fringe ben-
efits include CO PERA 
Retirement employer 
contribution 14.73% & 
employee contribution is 
9.00%, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 80 
hours of sick leave and 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employ-
er paid life insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships.Open until 
filled. (8/28/24)

THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA POLICE DE-
PARTMENT is seeking 
a full-time dedicated 
and experienced PRO-
GR A M MA NAGER 
to oversee our CO-RE-
SPONDER & LEAD 
PROGRAMS. This vital 
position plays a key role 
in supporting the goals 
of improving public 
safety, reducing criminal 
behavior, and enhancing 
the quality of life for 
individuals participat-
ing in the program. In-
terested candidates can 
submit their application 
at cityofalamosa.org and 
attach their resume and 
a cover letter detail-
ing their qualifications 
and experience. Starting 
pay FLSA Non-Exempt 
DOQ $23.75 - $24.94 
per hour. Fringe ben-
efits include CO PERA 
Retirement employer 
contribution 14.73% & 
employee contribution is 
9.00%, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 80 
hours of sick leave and 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employer 
paid life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% of 
medical, vision, and den-
tal premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. Open until filled, 
with a first review on 
August 26th. (8/28/24)
HARVEST TRUCK 
DRIVERS, Class A 
CDL required, seasonal, 
full time, must pass drug 
and alcohol test. Call 
719-588-3516. (8/24/24)
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OPTIMAL HOME 
HEALTH CARE is 
seeking a PHYSICAL 
THERAPIST who will 
be responsible for pro-
viding comprehensive 
physical therapy ser-
vices to patients in their 
place of residence. We 
provide exceptional, 
individualized home 
healthcare to improve 
their overall wellness 
in the comfort of their 
homes. This position of-
fers complete flexibility 
and upward mobility. 
Our work environment 
includes: Open sup-
portive culture with a 
vision to provide trans-
formative care to those 
we serve; Professional 
level care in a fun envi-
ronment; Collaborative; 
Culture of openness and 
safety. Requirements: 
To be successful in this 
role, you should possess 
the following qualifica-
tions: Valid license or 
certification as a Physi-
cal Therapist; Previous 
experience working in 
a hospital or health-
care setting preferred; 
Strong knowledge of 
medical terminology, 
anatomy, and physiolo-
gy; Familiarity with pe-
diatric physical therapy 
and acute care is a plus; 
Excellent communica-
tion and interpersonal 
skills to effectively 
interact with patients 
and healthcare team 
members; Ability to 
work independently as 
well as collaboratively 
in a team environment; 
Strong problem-solv-
ing skills and ability to 
adapt treatment plans 
based on patient prog-
ress. If you are pas-
sionate about helping 
patients regain their 
mobility and improve 
their quality of life, 
we encourage you to 
apply for this position. 
We offer competitive 
pay rates and medical 
benefits such as medi-
cal insurance and paid 
time off. Join our team 
of dedicated healthcare 
professionals. Please 
contact Audrea Gal-
legos at 719-580-3226 
with any questions or 
fax resumes to 719-206-
3226. Thank You. Job 
Types: Part-time, PRN. 
(8/23/24)
T H E  A L A M O S A 
POLICE DEPART-
MENT is seeking a 
f u l l - t i me  BEH AV-
I O R A L  H E A LT H 
CLINICIAN to join 
their team as a BEHAV-
IORAL HEALTH CO-
RESPONDER. This 
position offers a unique 
opportunity to inter-
vene and de-escalate 
crisis situations while 
providing essent ia l 
mental health services 
to individuals in need. 
The successful candi-
date will work closely 
with law enforcement 
and community part-
ners to assess, diagnose, 
and develop treatment 
plans for clients ex-
periencing behavioral 
health crises. Interested 
candidates can submit 
thei r application at 
cityofalamosa.org and 
attach their resume and 
a cover letter detail-
ing their qualifications 
and experience. Start-
ing pay FLSA Exempt 
DOQ, non-cer tif ied 
$64,750 - $67,987, cer-
tified $76,211 - $80,021. 
Fringe benefits include 
CO PERA Retirement 
employer contribution 
14.73% & employee 
contribution is 9.00%, 
11.5 holidays per year, 2 
personal days, 80 hours 
of sick leave and 80 
hours of vacation leave 
per year. Employer paid 
life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% 
of medical, vision, and 
dental premiums paid 
by the employer, Well-
ness Program, and dis-
counted recreational 
memberships. Open 
until filled, with a first 
review on August 26th. 
(8/28/24)
DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking 
a qual i f ied ASSIS-
TANT VOLLEYBALL 
COACH for the 2024 
volleyball season. The 
individual would be re-
sponsible for developing 
the junior varsity pro-
gram and assisting the 
varsity coach in all as-
pects of the high school 
volleyball program. If 
interested, please email 
Gilbert (Gibbs) San-
chez, Del Norte Jr/Sr 
High School Athletic 
Director at gsanchez@
urtigers.co or contact 
him at 719-657-4020. 
(9/13/24)
GUNBARREL STA-
TION IS hiring a full-
time TIRE TECHNI-
CIAN. 40-44 hours/
week. Starting pay is 
$15/hour. Must be 18. 
Gunbarrel Station is 
also hiring part/full-
time STORE CLERK. 
20 -30 hou rs /week. 
Must be 18. Starting 
pay is $14.50/hour. Call 
719-754-3543 or stop 
in for an application. 
(8/28/24)

S LV  F E D E R A L 
BA N K i s  now ac-
cepting applications 
for a TELLER in our 
MONTE VISTA OF-
FICE. Applications and 
position descriptions 
are available at www.
slvfed.bank or at each 
branch location. Equal 
opportunity Employer, 
including considering 
individuals with Dis-
abilities and Veterans/
Affirmative Action Em-
ployer. (8/30/24)
FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSI-
TION open at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Applicant must pass 
a background check 
and be able to work 
independently, be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand. Appli-
cant must also be able 
to work in all weather 
conditions (snow re-
moval/ general land-
scaping). If interested, 
please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co. Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co.(9/13/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
higher and possess or 
be able to obtain a Colo-
rado Teaching License 
with a secondary Lan-
guage Arts endorse-
ment. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume, and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, DNHS 
Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications can 
be picked up at the Dis-
trict Office or online. 
(9/13/24)
S U B S T I T U T E S 
N EEDED AT U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE! We 
need subs for teach-
ers (must have a sub 
l icense),  classi f ied 
employees (must have 
sub license), CAFE-
TERIA WORKERS, 
and BUS DRIVERS. 
Call or email: Sophia 
Cruz at 719-657-4040 
x4000, scruz@urtigers.
co (9/13/24)
ADELANTE ASSIS-
TANT DIRECTOR 
– La Puente is seeking 
a MASTER’S LEVEL 
PERSON (LICENSE 
ELIGIBLE) to PRO-
VIDE OVERSIGHT 
OF T H E PER M A-
NENT SUPPORTIVE 
HOUSING PROGRAM 
under the guidance of 
the Adelante Director. 
This position will pro-
vide direct supervision 
of case management 
staff to ensure comple-
tion of assessments, 
strength-based service 
plans, and case notes. 
Experience working 
with people who have 
serious mental health 
issues, and/or substance 
use disorders as well as 
chronic homelessness is 
extremely helpful. Cri-
sis management skills, 
cultural responsiveness 
and organization skills 
are needed. Position 
will also provide over-
sight and supervision to 
non-housing Adelante 
staff in the absence of 
the Director as need-
ed. Salary $58,000 to 
$60,000 plus benefits, 
send cover letter and re-
sume to: hr@lapuente.
net. (8/28/24)
JUSTICE AND HER-
ITAGE ACADEMY 
in ANTONITO, CO 
is seeking a dedicated 
SECONDARY MATH 
TEACHER and K-12 
SUBSTITUTES for the 
2024-2025 academic 
year. If you have a pas-
sion for math and edu-
cation, we would love to 
hear from you. Please 
submit your letter of 
intent and resume to 
mike@cccwater.org. 
Competitive pay at $15 
per hour and part-time 
posit ions avai lable. 
(8/24/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski 
school, base operations, 
food & beverage/bakers 
& baristas, rental, retail, 
ticket office, snow re-
porting/guest services, 
ski patrol, grooming, 
snow removal, custodial 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with 
skiing privileges. Start-
ing wage of $18/hour 
with merit increases 
b a s e d  o n  p e r f o r-
mance and experience. 
(10/30/24)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained. 
Pay is dependent on 
prior experience. Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (9/6/24)
ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill the 
position of BUDGET 
ANALYST within the 
Business and Finance 
department. You can 
apply https://adams.
wd1.myworkdayjobs.
com/en-US/ASU/de-
tails/Budget-Analyst_
R188. We look forward 
to hearing from you. If 
you have any questions 
please reach out to our 
Human Resources de-
partment 719-587-7990. 
(9/4/24) 
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hiring a Full 
Ti me  STA F F AC-
COUNTANT. Those 
with Bookkeeping, Pay-
roll, Accounts Payable 
or public accounting 
experience are encour-
aged to apply. Famil-
iarity with Microsoft 
Excel is preferred. At-
tention to detail, and 
organizational skills 
are required. The of-
fice is located at the Ski 
Area located on top of 
Wolf Creek Pass and 
requires commuting 
throughout the year. 
This is a year-round 
position, with longer 
hours during the winter 
operating months, and 
a shorter work week 
in the summer months. 
This position offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$34 per hour depend-
ing on experience. Full 
slate of insurance ben-
efits and PTO available 
after a probationary 
period. Please email re-
sume to: Payroll@Wolf-
CreekSki.com (8/31/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hi r ing an 
ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT. Those with 
Bookkeeping, Account-
ing, Clerical or Human 
Resources experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. The office is located 
at the Ski Area located 
on top of Wolf Creek 
Pass and requires com-
muting throughout the 
winter months. This 
posit ion offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$24 per hour depending 
on experience. Please 
email resume to: Pay-
roll@WolfCreekSki.
com (8/31/24)
EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  STA RT  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, ex-
perience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood de-
velopment and ECE 
reports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START is 
searching for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a Bachelor’s 
degree, certificate or 
credential in social 
work, human services, 
family services, or 
counseling related field 
at hire or within 18 
months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if bi-
lingual (English/Span-
ish). Applications can 
be picked up the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (8/30/24) 
EX ECU T I V E DI-
RECTOR/GENER-
AL MANAGER: The 
Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association, 
68575 County Road T, 
CRESTONE, CO 81131 
$90,000 - $130,000 a 
year - Full-time. https://
www.indeed.com/job/
executive-directorgen-
eral-manager-a959c-
74f16ae2c01 . (8/28/24)

DIRECTOR: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is searching for a high-
ly motivated DIREC-
TOR. Required to have 
a Bachelor’s degree. 
The Head Start director 
takes total responsi-
bility for administra-
tion of the program, 
including the planning, 
implementation, and 
evaluation. He/she will 
supervise all Head Start 
staff and is responsible 
for community involve-
ment in the program. 
He/she maintains a 
good working relation-
ship with the Regional 
Office. Ensures that 
the Head Start program 
is in compliance with 
Performance Standards 
and all policies of the 
National Head Start 
Program. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
BUS DRIVER/ CUS-
TODIAN: CENTER 
HEAD START is in 
search of a BUS DRIV-
ER / CUSTODIA N. 
Must have a Class B 
Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) with 
P25 endorsement. A 
good driving record. 
Able to do a pre-trip in-
spection to ensure func-
tioning maintenance 
of bus. Ability to work 
with children, parents, 
other staff, and commu-
nity people. Custodian 
must take responsibility 
for the overall main-
tenance of the Head 
Start facility. Knowl-
edge and understanding 
of safety and sanitation 
regulations and per-
form routine repairs as 
needed throughout the 
building. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24) 
I NEED HARVEST 
H E L P  &  T RU C K 
DRIVERS needed for 
POTATO HARVEST 
starting September 3. 
Please text me at 719-
850-2137. (8/28/24)
LAND USE & PER-
MITTING ADMIN-
I S T R A T O R :  T h e 
Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association, 
68575 County Road T, 
CRESTONE, CO 81131 
$50,000 - $60,000 a 
year - Full-time. https://
w w w. i n d e e d . c o m /
job/land-use-permit-
t ing-admin ist rator-
c201b92d488ea125 . 
(8/28/24)
THE UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is hiring 
a full t ime JR. /SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL COUN-
SELOR. Applicants must 
have a Master’s Degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain an 
appropr iate Colorado 
school counselor license. 
Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DEL NORTE Jr./Sr. High 
Principal at ahardy@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mrs. 
Hardy at 719-657-4020. 
Applications for certi-
fied staff positions can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (8/28/24)
DEL NORTE PO -
L I C E  O F F I C E R . 
The TOWN of DEL 
NORTE is seek ing 
qualified applicants for 
position of POLICE 
OFFICER. Applicants 
must be POST certified 
as a Colorado Police 
Officer. Selected ap-
plicants must be able to 
pass a physical, physi-
ological evaluation, 
pre-employment drug 
test, and extensive back-
ground check. Must be 
able to work all shifts. 
Salary $45k-$48k DOE, 
plus excellent benefits 
and retirement. Must 
be at least 21 years of 
age. Send resume to 
Del Norte Police De-
partment email: del-
norte1860@outlook.
com  or apply at del-
nortecolorado.com or 
can be picked up at Del 
Norte Police Dept. 525 
Grand Ave., Del Norte, 
Co 81132. Deadline un-
til position filled. EEO/
ADA. (8/23/24)

SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings and week-
ends:719-580 - 0 033 
o r  719 -3 76 -2 5 9 3. 
(9/6/24-monthly)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. HORSE 
H AY  i n  S M A L L 
BA L E S a nd  COW 
HAY available in 3x3 
BALES. Contact Ed, if 
interested, leave a mes-
sage (719) 852-3069. 
(9/18/24)
H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (9/13/24-monthly)
ALFALFA HAY $7.50 
per bale. Call 719-274-
0380. (9/13/24)

YA R D SA L E T O 
benefit SLV 4H Foun-
dation: Sunday 8/25, 
11am-3pm, 247 Bronk, 
MONTE VISTA! Call 
719-580 -7838 with 
questions. (8/24/24)
YARD SALE: SAT-
URDAY, August 24, 
8am-1pm, 1730 San 
Ju a n,  A L A MOSA. 
(8/24/24)
YARD SALE: LOTS 
of items, too much 
to mention. 8/24-25, 
8:00am-?, 6 Bell Court, 
ALAMOSA. (8/24/24)
I N S I D E  A L L 
CH U RCH Ga r age 
Sale: FIRST CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH, 518 
First Street, ALAMO-
SA, August 24, 8-4. 
Household items, art 
supplies, clothing, & 
much more. (8/24/24)
M U L T - F A M I L Y 
YARD SALE: Sat-
urday, August 24th, 
8:00-4:00, 4773 Coun-
ty Road 103 South, 
ALAMOSA. Adult & 
kid’s clothes, furni-
ture, household items, 
tools & more. FRESH 
BAKED COCONUT 
CAKE & cookies for 
sale! (8/24/24)
ESTATE SALE IN 
ALAMOSA: Sat/Sun, 
8/24 & 8/25, 8am-. 
Furniture, household, 
kitchen items, décor 
items, clothes, and lots 
more! East on Hwy. 
160, left Pike Ave., left 
on 1st St., right on Mur-
phy Dr., #712. Rain or 
shine! (8/24/24)

KRAMER SINGLE 
8 row ROUND BALE 
RETRIEVER. 719-588-
0168. (9/21/24)
N E W  H O L L A N D 
688 ROUND BALER, 
$8,000. 719-588-0168. 
(9/21/24)

NUBIAN BUCKS; 
IMPROVE your genet-
ics in udder attachment, 
quality. Born 2023, 
Tricolored, dehorned, 
gentle. 719-588-6621, 
text. (9/25/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

8 FEMALE CHOCO-
LATE LABS, ready 
8/19, $300/obo. Call 
719-937-9718. (8/30/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR RENT: 
at 1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike-
(719)850-1961. (9/6/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1975/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (9/24/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My sis-
ter has a squawky bird 
she insists on keeping 
alongside the dinner 
table when she invites 
guests for dinner. Its 
ear-piercing screeching 
inhibits guests’ abil-
ity to carry on normal 
conversation, so I asked 
her if, in the future, she 
could please put the bird 
in another room during 
dinner. She responded 
that the bird is a fam-
ily member. I said, “So 
are children, but they 
aren’t permitted to run 
around the dining table 
screeching when there is 
company over.” 

 This year, when we 
returned for another din-
ner, she pulled the bird 
and its cage even closer to 
the table and the person 
sitting next to her than 
last time. She apparently 
decided the comfort of her 
guests is not as important 
as her closeness to the 
bird. 

 I don’t know how to 
address this in the future 
when she disregards my 
feedback. Aside from 
the squawking, it’s not 
appealing to have a bird-
cage pulled up alongside 
a dinner table, or to 
have the host constantly 
distracted and conversa-
tion interrupted. What is 
your advice? -- NERVE-
WRACKED IN NEW 
JERSEY

 D E A R  N E R V E -

WRACKED: Because 
it’s clear your advice 
wasn’t appreciated, the 
next time you are invited 
to a dinner party at your 
sister’s home, feel free to 
say you are busy. The only 
bird at the table should be 
a nice roasted chicken or 
a stuffed turkey.

 DEAR ABBY: I have 
my car detailed at a car 
wash near the beach. 
When I took my car 
there, I forgot to remove 
the spare change I keep 
for parking meters and 
laundry machines. When 
I got my car back, about 
eight dollars in quarters 
and dollar coins were 
missing. Dimes, nickels 
and pennies were left 
behind. I emailed the 
owner the next day. 

 The owner called me, 
apologized and refunded 
the full price of my car 
detail. I told him the 
refund wasn’t necessary 
and that I only wanted 
him to know what had 
happened. Because I used 
the word “steal” in my 
email, he took offense. I 
replied on the phone that 
the money was gone after 
I got my car back. He said 
he wished me well, and I 
replied, “Are you saying 
you no longer want to do 
business with me?” 

 Now I feel bad. I did 
nothing wrong and only 
tried to alert him to a 
problem with his work-
ers. As the saying goes, 

“No good deed goes un-
punished.” What do I do 
now, or should have I done 
differently? -- SUFFER-
ING FOR TRYING TO 
HELP

 DEAR SUFFERING: 
Do not let one bad apple 
spoil the barrel. Of course 
you should have informed 
the owner of the business 
about what happened. By 
comping the price of the 
car wash for your $8 loss, 
he did his best to make 
things right. 

 If the conversation you 
had with him was civil, 
he likely wants you to 
continue doing business 
with him. The next time 
you go in, make a point 
of smoothing things over. 
In the future, remember 
to remove your valuables 
from the car when you go.

Sister’s bird gets the 
royal treatment


