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M I N E R A L  C OU N T Y  – 
According to the Mineral County 
Sheriff’s Office, the body of a 53-year-
old man was recovered on July 30 
after an apparent drowning incident 
on July 29 at Shaw Lake near Creede.

The identity of the man is still 
being determined. He was fishing-
paddle boarding when the incident 
occurred, according to the sheriff ’s 
office. Mineral County Sheriff 
Terry Wetherill stated that details 
pertaining to the incident are limited.

“We do know that he didn’t 
have a life preserver and that his 
paddle board recover leash was not 
connected to his body,” Wetherill 
stated. 

The body was recovered at 5 p.m. 
on July 30. The recovery effort was 
conducted by Mineral County Search 
and Rescue, South Fork Fire Rescue, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, who 
provided a Water Evidence Recovery 
Craft, and the Rio Grande National 
Forest.

Law enforcement and first 
responders urge the public to wear 
water safety devices no matter the 
experience level of the individual.

“We don’t know for certain, but 
a lifesaving device may have saved 
this person’s life, and we encourage 
everyone who recreates on our waters 
to use life preserves and water safety 
devices,” Wetherill stated.

Man found deceased 
on Saturday

DEL NORTE – A 74-year-old 
Westminster man was found 
deceased on Aug. 3 at Rhythms on 
the Rio. Law enforcement does not 
suspect foul play.

At 8:57 a.m. on Aug. 3, the 
Colorado State Patrol Regional 
Communications Center received 
a call concerning a male who was 
unconscious and not breathing at 
the music event.

The Del Norte Police Department 
and the Rio Grande County 
Sheriff ’s Office responded with the 
Del Norte Ambulance and found 
the man was deceased.

Body of man 
recovered from 

Shaw Lake

ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY 
—From Aug. 12-15 an orientation to 
introduce Mechanical Engineering 
students to the Adams State campus, 
participate in hands-on activities with 
a little friendly competition, get to 
know the engineering/STEM faculty 
and students, familiarize students 
with college expectations is scheduled. 
Contact Sarah Noller at ASU for more 
information, 719-587-7076.

Student orientation 
for Mechanical 

Engineers

Makenzie Consaul’s medium weight dark cross was the 
Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine of the San Luis 
Valley Fair on Monday night.

The look of grand champions
Sargent Junior High 
Schooler Aubrey 
Naranjo, 13, has the 
winning touch for 
Blue Spruce 4-H. She 
showed the Grand 
Champion Market 
Swine – a 271-pound 
heavyweight dark 
cross – at the San 
Luis Valley Fair 
on Monday night, 
Aug. 5, at the Ski-Hi 
Complex in Monte 
Vista. It was the 
second time in 
her four years of 
showing that she 

earned Grand Champion Market Swine at the SLV Fair; she did it as a fair rookie and 
last year she showed the Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine.

Photos by Brian Williams

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — On Aug. 4, the San Luis Valley 

Agricultural Coalition hosted its eighth annual 
appreciation barbecue and resource fair for anyone 
in the agriculture industry – ag workers, farmers and 
ranchers – at Casa Blanca Park in Center.

The event was child friendly, and featured the parks’ 
splash pads for kids to cool off in. There was a myriad 
of booths at the park with information to help people 

A group of people pose for a photo with tote bags they 
received from Rio Grande County Public Health on 

Aug. 4 at the San Luis Valley Agriculture Coalition’s ag 
appreciation barbecue and resource fair.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Ag worker appreciation barbecue connects people to resources

Please see BBQ on Page 2A

Photo by Marie Mccolm
People help bring the paint by numbers community mural project to life in downtown Center on Aug. 4.

Center hosts community mural project
By MARIE MCCOLM

CENTER — On Aug. 4, the Town 
of Center and artist Bianca Maestas 
hosted a community mural paint by 
numbers event at the 300 block of 
Worth Street.

People of all ages were invited to 

participate in this beautiful mural 
project. The Town of Center hosted 
it as a way to help beautify the 
downtown area.  

The San Luis Valley Agriculture 
Coalition was having an agriculture 
appre c i at i on  b ar b e c u e  an 

encouraged people at their event to 
also participate in the mural project.

According to Lisa Lucero, a 
member of the San Luis Valley 
Agriculture Coalition, and the 
director of Community Engagement 

Please see MURAL on Page 2A

Entries 
sought for 
Saguache 

photo 
competition
By MARIE MCCOLM

SAGUACHE — Sara Fernandez 
recently announced the photo 
competition she is organizing is 
back for another year. Fernandez 
has held the competition for 10 
years now, and entries from all over 
the Valley are welcome.

The competition began when 
Fernandez was a volunteer for the 
Saguache County Museum. The 
museum was looking for ideas to 
attract more people.

It was around the time of the 
Fall Festival which is usually 
held in September. Fernandez 
came up with the idea for a photo 
competition. It was first rejected, 
but Fernandez got a call from the 
museum 10 days before the festival, 
stating that it wanted to proceed 
with the competition. Fernandez 
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working in the ag industry. 
Tu Casa, Los Promotores del 

Valle de San Luis, the Migrant 
Education Program of Colorado 
Department of Education, the 
Migrant Farm Worker Division 
of Colorado Legal Services, the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health, the Center for Health 
Work and Environment, and Rio 
Grande County Public Health were 
all represented at the event.

Roberta Marquez, who is a Health 
Equity Specialist with Rio Grande 
Public Health, talked about what 
the county can offer.

“We have a lot of assistance to 
offer agricultural workers,” she said. 
“We can offer immunizations. We 
offer medical insurance coverage. 
We even help families with infant 
car seats if they need them. We 
are all about uniting families and 
helping them. We like to help our 
agricultural workers. There is a 
variety of services and resources 
that we can offer. We can help 
people get connected to behavioral 
health and counseling.”  

Marquez said they also have 
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d 
community health assessments.

Many of the organizations gave 
out trail mix bags, tote bags, water 
bottles, free COVID test kits, 
clothing, hygiene items, and much 
more.

Approximately,  200 people 
attended the event. Gus Martinez, 
of the San Luis Valley Agriculture 
Coalition, was cooking hamburgers 
and said he was happy with the 
turn out.

“It’s been a good day. A lot of our 
agricultural workers turned out for 
this barbecue, and we are happy to 
serve them and thank them for all 
the hard work that they do,” he said.

BBQ Continued from Page 1A

for the San Luis Valley Area Health 
Education Center, the origins of the 
paint by numbers mural was from 
a community survey. A mural was 
decided for Center. Part of the survey 
also asked community members what 
they thought of when they thought 
of Center. The community stated 
that they thought of family and 
community. The paint by numbers 
mural represents a community quilt.  

Maestas was chosen by a committee 
to create and design the community 
quilt mural. Committee member 
Lares Feliciano talked about the 
selection process.

“It was an awesome opportunity,” 
Feliciano said. “We had a handful of 
submissions from all over the state, 
not just from the Valley. Bianca 
presented this beautiful proposal that 
was bright and joyful but also rooted 
in the earth and agriculture, and the 
joy and experience of production. We 
enjoyed her presentation and chose 
her. It’s been really cool to watch this 
all unfold.”  

Maestas talked about the creation 
of the mural.

“If you look at the community quilt 
pattern there are a lot of different 
things here,” she said. “There is a 
community weaving through time, 
there are different flowers featured 
in the area. We have potato flowers, 
canola flowers, and alfalfa flowers. 
There’s a view of the fields representing 
agriculture.”

Maestas said the paint by numbers 

was put in the mural, on all the 
pictures, with the idea that people of 
any age could help paint the mural. 
Maestas said that many people 
had been by to help paint, “mostly 
children.”

“I also wanted to make the mural 
easy and not too complicated, so that 
small children and anyone else that 
wanted to, could enjoy painting the 
mural,” she said.

Lucero said she enjoyed being a 
voice regarding the mural painting 
in Center.

“I had been wanting to do something 
like this forever. I cannot take any 
credit for this, except to be one of the 
biggest voices in the room. I maybe 
helped the process along by helping 
with the marketing and making sure 
it happened on the same day as the 
barbecue. I did enjoy being a part of 
the process,” Lucero said.

Lucero said she enjoyed seeing a 
little girl painting at the site.

“She is a little artist, and her mom 
is too,” Lucero said. “It was so cute 
she texted all her little friends, to 
help her paint that night, and they 
all came down too. Another aspect of 
the mural that I really liked was that 
agricultural workers were involved in 
the painting. I have a picture that I 
took, where there were a lot of H2H 
workers painting the mural. If you 
think about it, they may not come 
back next year, but their spirit, a piece 
of them, will always be in Center, 
because they painted there.”

MURAL Continued from Page 1A

said she put the first competition 
together in less than 10 days.

“I put it together so fast. I didn’t 
have that many categories, so it 
started out small. The following 
year, the Methodist Church invited 
me to come to their Fellowship Hall 
and wanted me to host it there. I 
have been there ever since. It has 
been 10 years now and every year 
it continues to grow, with more and 
more pictures coming in,” she said.

The rules for the competition are 
simple. The main rule is all pictures 
submitted need to be taken in the 
San Luis Valley. Fernandez allows 
people to submit up to two pictures 
per category, and all pictures must 
be framed or matted. No repeat 
entries from previous years are 
accepted.

There are various categories 
available for picture submission 
including: Historic Buildings, 
Local (people or activities), Best 
Buddies (two or more animals, 
children, adults, or mix of each), 
Landscapes, Skyscapes (sunrise-
sunsets, rainbows, storm clouds, 
lightning), Wildlife, Miscellaneous 
(still life, or any topic not fitting 

i nto  t h e  ot h e r  c ate gor i e s ) , 
Miscellaneous-Organics (floral, 
trees,  vegetables ,  plant l i fe) , 
Action (working cowboys, rodeo, 
rafting, sporting events, etc.), Pets 
(domestic animals such as dogs, 
cats, horses, chickens, cows, etc.), 
Series (2 to 4 related photos), 
Black and White (any subject), 
and Professional Category (any 
subject).

Some categories may be grouped 
together if the total number of 
entries are low.

There will be a ribbon given for 
places 1-6 in each category, an 
Overall Grand Champion, Reserve 
Grand Champion, and Teacher’s 
Choice award. All awards are by 
popular vote.

Entries can be submitted between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 
13, and or between 9:30 a.m. and 
12 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 14, at 
the Fellowship Hall of the United 
Methodist Church at 6th and 
Christy streets in Saguache. Entry 
forms can be filled out the day 
photos are submitted. There is no 
entry fee to submit your photos.

If you cannot submit during these 

times, call Fernandez at 719-239-
0366 to make other arrangements.

Public voting will be held from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 19, 
and Friday, Sept. 20, at the church.

The photos will be on display 
with their awards between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 21, 
at the Fellowship Hall. Entries 
must be picked up between 3 and 
4 p.m. Fernandez says she is not 
responsible for unclaimed photos.

Fernandez said that each year 
she has received between 40 and 
50 pictures.

“A lot of people enter. The public 
vote is a popular vote. The photo 
with the most votes receives overall 
Grand Champion. What is so 
rewarding about this contest is I 
have people that enter every year, 
and every year their pictures just get 
better and better. It is so amazing 
to see the people grow. I have also 
seen people walk out with a fourth 
or fifth place ribbon and they are 
just smiling and happy. This makes 
me feel like I am doing something 
wonderful,” she said.

For more information, contact 
Fernandez at 719-239-0366.

ENTRIES Continued from Page 1A

Colorado Supreme Court denies Town of Del Norte’s appeal attempt
Lower court 

ruling voiding 
trustee Anzalone 

censure stands
STAFF REPORT

DEL NORTE — The Colorado 
Supreme Court in July denied the 
“petition for writ of certiorari” by 
the Town of Del Norte, which was 
attempting to have a lower-court’s 
ruling overturned in the lawsuit 
by former trustee Laura Anzalone 
that claimed the town violated 
Colorado’s open meetings law when 
it censured her in 2021.

Certiorari is a court process to 
seek judicial review of a decision 
of a lower court or government 
agency. The denial of a petition for 

a writ of certiorari signifies only 
that the court has chosen not to 
accept the case for review and does 
not express the court’s view of the 
merits of the case. The odds were 
not in the Town of Del Norte’s favor 
as a petition for a writ of certiorari 
is rarely granted.

Anzalone, who was a trustee from 
2018-2022, was censured by the 
town board in a special meeting in 
October of 2021. Four trustees and 
the mayor went into closed-door, 
executive session for the stated 
purposes of receiving legal advice 
“concerning Trustee removal” and 
“Action by Town Board ... relating 
to Trustee removal,” according to 
town records.

After the board exited executive 
session, Mayor Chris Trujil lo 
announced there would be a 
“motion for censure” rather than 

a removal of Anzalone from office.
Trustee Shelly Burnett then 

read from a document censuring 
Anzalone for allegedly “encouraging 
citizens to file complaints” about an 
ordinance, being “deceptive” when 
requesting a special meeting, and 
“creating unnecessary tension in 
the work environment” for town 
staff. The board members present 
approved the censure.

Anzalone then filed suit in 
2022 against the board. Attorney 
Katayoun Donnelly argued it had 
violated Colorado’s open meetings 
law by going behind closed doors to 
discuss whether to censure her, only 
coming back out to “rubberstamp” 
the decision.

Trial judge Crista Newmeyer-
Olsen initially ruled in favor of the 
town in October of 2022.

Ne w myer-Ols en  d i smiss e d 

Anzalone’s open-meetings lawsuit, 
concluding that the board’s opinion 
of her “performance as a trustee, 
which took the form of a censure,” 
was not subject to the law because 
a censure does not concern the 
“formation of public policy.”

Anza lone  app ea led  to  the 
Colorado Court of Appeals. A 
three-judge panel for the Court of 
Appeals in February ruled in her 
favor and voided the censure.

The panel of the state’s second-
highest court wrote that Newmyer-
Olsen “failed to recognize that the 
censure was a formal action and 
therefore … involved the Town’s 
policy-making powers.”

Shortly after the Court of Appeals 
ruled, Del Norte trustees voted 4-3 
to send the decision to the Colorado 
Supreme Court. The public was 

divided on the issue.
Some said pursuing the case 

was not in the best interest of the 
community and that the money 
going toward the supreme court 
appeal  would be better used 
elsewhere in the town. Other 
community members spoke for 
the decision, stating that the case 
needed to be resolved one way or 
the other because the money used 
to fight the case had already been 
spent.

In the months since the decision, 
the town has undergone several 
changes including voting in a 
new mayor, Burnett, in the spring 
and electing new trustees. Mayor 
Burnett and Anzalone were advised 
by their legal counsel to not 
comment on the verdict from the 
state supreme court at this time.
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Letters

Opinion & Editorial
Today Miss Trixie left for Texas 

to attend the funeral of a dear 
friend to us both. I would have 
gone along but Cooper the dog is 
very sick and so I am holding him 
24-7 and praying. That’s all I can 
do at this point. 

But anyway, Miss Trixie actually 
caught a ride down to Texas with 
some friends who were going to 
the same funeral and so she had 
good company on the way and will 
return the same way. 

Ol’ Dutch sure hated to miss the 
funeral as there is nothing quite 
like a Texas send off. I have been to 
several and it’s more of a gathering 
of 300 to 600 closest friends who 
all sit around and tell stories about 
the dearly departed and smile and 
laugh. And that’s not all that occurs 
there. I am not talking about the 
reading of the will, but I am talking 
about the after-funeral brunch that 
is served Texas style.

I have read about the ancient 
Egyptians and other societies 
enclosing food in the sarcophagus 
for the departed to take on their 
otherworldly trip. But the first time 
I attended a funeral in the South, I 
soon found out that all the women 
bring food for those of us who were 
left behind and quantities enough 
to last several lifetimes as leftovers 
in the fridge.

They laid out a spread that would 
make any cruise ship buffet pale 
in embarrassment for their lack. 
You have the obligatory fried 
chicken, BBQ beef, meatloaf, 
roasts, ham and of course, who 
can forget the always present Little 
Smokies weenies in a rich red 
sauce. There are salads of every 
kind and quantity including Jello 
salads, pea salads, lettuce salads, 
tomato salads, cucumber salads 
and more spread out like King 
Solomon’s table.

With a plate quickly filling I 
have to decide if I have room for 
potatoes-sweet, mashed, fried, 
scalloped or baked. And then just 
when Ol’ Dutch thinks his plate 
cannot hold another item I spot the 
pastas including cold pasta salad, 
spaghetti, shells, and the southern 
staple, mac and cheese.

Now some of you might say that 
a person does not have to sample 
each item but let me tell you, if you 
do not, be prepared to answer as 
to why you didn’t try Aunt Mable’s 
taters or Grandma Jeans pea salad. 
It’s just easier to make room in your 
stomach than to have to have that 
conversation.

Finally finding a place to sit I 
try to eat the food I got but it’s 
difficult to do as there are people 
all around you asking questions 

Editor,
Voters in November will again be 

asked to become biologists and decide 
if all hunting of mountain lion, bobcat, 
and lynx should be forever prohibited.  
If you want the pros at Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife, many of whom hold 
advanced degrees in wildlife biology, 
to manage these cat species, then you 
should vote no! If you want credible 
science to guide wildlife management 
decisions, then you should vote no! 
If you want wildlife management 
policies and regulation to be overseen 
by the Wildlife Commission, a citizen 
board appointed by the governor 
and designed to be apolitical and 
responsive to broad community 
interests, then you should vote no!

The proponents of this issue (Prop 
91) tell you it is about protecting these 
cats.  It is not!  They will tell you it will 

stop hunting them just as trophies.  It 
does not! It will ban all hunting.  They 
will tell you it will stop the inhumane 
ways of hunting them.  It will ban all 
hunting.

Some facts: Lynx are already 
protected by the very agency that 
brought them back.  Lynx occupy 
much higher elevations than where 
bobcat are hunted and there are 
regulations to exclude hunting bobcat 
above certain elevations.

Hunters who kill lions must take 
care of the meat just like hunters 
must do with other big game like 
deer or elk.  It is illegal to kill a 
lion just for a trophy.  That word 
is included in the ballot issue to 
deceive you or to tug on you for 
an emotional response.  There are 
many times more lions in Colorado 
now than before 1965 when they 

were declared big game animals and 
regulated hunting was begun.  There 
is no credible science that can show 
regulated hunting is a threat to lion 
or bobcat populations.

There are scientifically developed 
management guidelines that are 
evaluated every year in order to 
determine if harvest objectives for 
lions and bobcats are being achieved.  
Analysis is conducted by professional 
wildlife scientists and managers with 
decades of experience.

I know these things because I was 
Colorado’s carnivore biologist for the 
last 17 years of my career and I helped 
frame the management guidelines 
that CPW pros have improved greatly 
upon since I retired.  Please vote no 
on this November ballot issue.

Jerry Apker
Monte Vista

Let the eating begin

about you kids, parents, aunts, 
uncles, preacher, wife, husband all 
in an attempt to see how you are 
somehow related to every single 
person in the hall. 

But finally, you get the food down 
and push back from the table a bit to 
give yourself room to breathe when 
low and behold Sister Sally from 
the First Baptist arrives with pie 
and insists that you try her special 
recipe. So of course, not wanting 
to offend anyone, especially at a 
funeral, I accept the tall, sweet treat 
and make a go at consuming it. 

At this point Ol’ Dutch begins 
to notice that the food seems to be 
going down a lot faster and easier 
as I am caught up in a conversation 
about Aunt Flo or Uncle Jerry and 
soon you find yourself standing 
in the dessert line looking at 
brownies, cakes, pies, ice cream, 
frozen concoctions and the ever 
present southern banana cream 
pudding with those cheap vanilla 
wafers inserted into the bowl.

Somehow the eating finally comes 
to an end and if you are from the 
North country like Ol’ Dutch, you 
assume this shindig is going to wind 
down. How mistaken can one be?

For now, what follows is hours of 
reminiscing about the Wilsons and 
all the other names of the area all of 
which make not one bit of sense to 
Ol’ Dutch. But finally, once again 
having settled all the old business 
of who belongs to who, the people 
begin to filter off towards home 
in the afternoon heat to resume 
waiting for the next kin or friend 
to pass to the great beyond. 

So here is to Uncle Si, our 
friend who has passed over to the 
great beyond. May he find yard 
sales at every turn and deals of a 
miraculous nature. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com or on 
Twitter at TroutRepublic.

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Photo courtesy of Powder River Basin Resource Council
Coal mining in Wyoming’s Powder River Basin.

Coal continues its precipitous decline

Writers on the Range
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

The coal mining industry reacted 
with outrage when the Bureau of Land 
Management recently announced 
plans to stop issuing new coal leases 
on the eastern plains of Wyoming 
and Montana. 

From it s  headquar ters  in 
Washington, D.C., the National 
Mining Association predicted “a 
severe economic blow to mining 
states and communities,” while the 
industry’s political allies likened 
the move to declaring “war” on coal 
communities.

The truth is that coal has been 
steadily falling from its past dominance 
as energy king for nearly two decades. 
Domestic coal consumption dropped 
to 512 million tons in 2022, down 55 
percent since its 2007 peak.

With the downward trajectory 
expected to continue, the Biden 
administration’s decision to end coal 
leasing in the Powder River Basin — 
the nation’s largest 
coal-producing 
region — reflects 
clear market trends. 
And far  f rom 
killing coal, the 
administration’s 
plan allows mining 
to continue as the 
market transitions.

Billions of tons 
o f  p r e v i o u s l y 
leased federal coal 
remain available 
for mining from 
270 tracts across 
the nation, which 
combined cover an area larger than 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 
One Montana mine has enough 

coal to keep operating until 2060. 
Taken together, economic effects 

related to ending 
new coal leasing in 
the Powder River 
Basin may not be 
felt until the 2040s 
and beyond.

Coal companies 
are well  aware 
that U.S. energy 
m a r k e t s  h a v e 
rapidly changed, 
a fact they soberly 
t e l l  i nve s tors : 
“Over the last few 
years, customers 
have shifted to 
long-term supply 

agreements with shorter durations, 
driven by the reduced utilization of 
(coal) plants and plant retirements, 

fluidity of natural gas pricing and the 
increased use of renewable energy 
sources,” Wyoming’s largest coal 
producer, Peabody Energy, disclosed 
in its 2023 financial filing.

Even with declining markets, 
the Biden administration did not 
come to the decision on its own. 
Arguing that BLM’s past reviews 
of coal’s contributions to climate 
change were inadequate, a coalition 
of environmental groups sued the 
government and won. That forced the 
agency to revisit whether more coal 
leasing was warranted.

“For decades, mining has affected 
public health, our local land, air, 
and water, and the global climate,” 
said Lynne Huskinson, a retired coal 
miner. She’s a member of the Powder 
River Basin Resource Council, a 

Please see COAL on Page 5A

Vote no and let CPW manage 
mountain lion, bobcat and lynx
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God loves boldness and He wants 
us to be confident of His love for us. 
He wants us to know without a doubt 
that we are made right with Him 
through the sacrifice Jesus made for 
us on the cross—especially on those 
days when we feel unworthy of His 
love. 

To live boldly means that we’re 
willing to step out in faith to try new 
things and pursue our God-given 
dreams and passions without letting 
the fear of doubt overshadow our 
faith. 

Doubt is a fear that can bring a lot 
of confusion: Did I make the right 
decision? I don’t know. Maybe I 
did. Well, maybe I didn’t. We can go 
back and forth like that in our heads 
forever. But I’ve found that when I’m 
confused, it’s better to stop, turn off 
my brain, and just look at what’s in my 
heart—not for what I think I should 
do, but what I believe I should do. 

Sometimes it becomes very clear 
what God wants us to do; other times 
it’s less obvious. But before you jump 
ahead, give God a chance to speak to 
your heart. 

James 1:5-6 (AMP) says, “If any 
of you lacks wisdom [to guide him 
through a decision or circumstance], 
he is to ask of [our benevolent] God, 
who gives to everyone generously and 
without rebuke or blame, and it will 
be given to him. But he must ask [for 
wisdom] in faith, without doubting 
[God’s willingness to help], for the 
one who doubts is like a billowing 
surge of the sea that is blown about 
and tossed by the wind.”

I hope that you noticed it says, “If 
any of you” need wisdom. God isn’t 
looking for perfect people; they don’t 
exist. So, no matter where you are, 
God wants to help you! Isn’t that good 
news?

God will never leave you or forsake 
you, and He will always remain 
faithful to His Word. All you have to 
do is ask and receive, dismissing the 
doubts that set themselves up against 
His Word. If you can do that, there’s 

no telling what God will make happen 
in your life! 

Romans 4 gives a wonderful 
account of the story of Abraham, one 
of the great heroes of faith. Verses 
18-19 say,  “In hope against hope 
Abraham believed that he would 
become a father of many nations, as 
he had been promised [by God]: ‘So 
[numberless] shall your descendants 
be.’ Without becoming weak in faith 
he considered his own body, now as 
good as dead [for producing children] 
since he was about a hundred years 
old, and [he considered] the deadness 
of Sarah’s womb” (AMP).

Abraham considered the facts. 
But he still believed God was greater. 
Verse 20 says, “But he did not doubt 
or waver in unbelief concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong 
and empowered by faith, giving glory 
to God” (AMP).

Instead of relying only on what we 
see around us, you and I can choose 
to believe God’s Word. And we can 
open our mouths to speak words of 
thanks, like this:

“God, I remember the good things 
You’ve done for me and how You’ve 
been faithful to those who’ve trusted 
in You through the ages. I’m giving 
You praise today because I know 
You’ll always be faithful.”

Like Abraham, we all have times of 
waiting that God uses to test and stretch 
our faith. But He promises to work all 
things out for the good of those who 
love Him and are called according to 
His purpose (Romans 8:28). 

Honestly, if we can keep a good 
attitude throughout the process, our 
wait time might be shorter than it 
would be if we decided we’d rather 
murmur and complain. God wants to 
use the challenges we experience to 
draw us closer to Him so that when 
our prayer is finally answered, and 
our day of breakthrough comes, we’ll 
be stronger in our faith and able to 
withstand any opposition that comes 
against us.

Hebrews 10:36 (AMP) says, “For 

The Dangers of Doubt

you have need of patient endurance [to 
bear up under difficult circumstances 
without compromising], so that when 
you have carried out the will of God, 
you may receive and enjoy to the full 
what is promised.”

It takes boldness to believe God’s 
promises are for you and not just for 
everyone else. It takes boldness to 
cling to His promises when the world 
around you says, It will never happen! 
And it takes boldness to step out in 
faith and try something new. But be 
encouraged. God isn’t concerned 
about you making mistakes. He 
knows you’re not perfect and He 
wants to give you His wisdom and 
strength to do everything He’s put in 
your heart. 

So, stop doubting and step out 
in faith…and believe God can do 
something amazing in you and 
through you. He wants to see boldness 
in you!

For more on this topic, order 
Joyce’s four-part teaching resource 
Overcoming Fear with Faith. You 
can also contact us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 140 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and OVERCOMING EVERY 
PROBLEM (FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — In the San Luis 
Valley, where the economy is largely 
driven by agriculture and the region 
only receives a limited amount of 
moisture each year, the phrase “agua 
es vida” (water is life) is more than 
just something to put on a bumper 
sticker. It’s a fact of life.

So, when Jason Ullmann, the state’s 
top water guy, comes to the Adams 
State University (ASU) campus for 
a conversation with the public, it’s 
a big deal.

Thanks to sponsorship from the 
Salazar Rio Grande Del Norte Center 
at ASU, Ullmann spent about two 
hours answering questions first 
posed by moderator Paul Formisano, 
recently named as the new director 
of the Salazar Rio Grande Del Norte 
Center, and then, later, the audience.

Ullmann was also joined by Nathan 
Coombs, multi-generational farmer 
and rancher in the San Luis Valley 
and newly elected Chairperson of the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board.

Monday night’s conversation with 
the public was of special interest to 
many people as Ullman is relatively 
new as Colorado State Engineer and 
Director of the Division of Water 
Resources (DWR). He was appointed 
to the position in March and brings 
with him 14 years of experience at 
DWR, the last half of which were as 
the Deputy State Engineer. 

When asked to describe the role 
of state engineer, Ullmann says, 
“My job is to steward a system of 
appropriations (of water rights) to 
make sure people are complying. The 
job isn’t prescribed but we have laws 
that the legislature passes that our 
office enforces.”

The job is enormous with 
responsibility in a number of areas, 
including administering the state’s 
water rights, representing Colorado 
in interstate compacts – like the Rio 
Grande Compact, monitoring stream 
flow and water use plus a myriad of 
other responsibilities.

The office of state engineer also 
carries significant 

A conversation with 
State Engineer Ullmann

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner
Paul Formisano, Nathan Coombs, and Jason Ullmann in McDaniel Hall 
on ASU campus discussing water issues in the SLV and elsewhere.

By SOCIETY HALL
ALAMOSA — Society Hall is 

excited to welcome award-winning 
western artist Syd Masters and 
his band the Swing Riders for a 
performance at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Aug. 9.

His superb accompanists in 
the Swing Riders  are  mult i-
instrumentalist Bob Goldstein and 
bassist Gary Roller. 

Tickets are $20 and are available 
at the Green Spot at 711 State Ave. 
in Alamosa, or online at www.
societyhall.org. The concert will 
also stream live on the Society 
Hall Facebook page and You-Tube 
channel.

Courtesy photo
Syd Masters, center, and his bandmates from the Swing Riders — Bob 
Goldstein, left, and Gary Roller, right, — will be performing on Aug. 9 
at Society Hall in Alamosa.

Masters, Swing Riders bring southwestern swing to Society Hall
Masters is an American singer 

and songwriter of traditional 
western music. Born and raised 
in the woods and water country 
of rural Wisconsin he now makes 
his home of many years in the 
Rocky Mountains of Northern 
New Mexico.  He is the author and 
recording artist of the Official State 
Cowboy Song of New Mexico and 
was recognized by The Academy of 
Western Artists as Male Vocalist of 
the Year — twice.

His recent CD “Sunset on the Rio 
Grande Revisited” won the Wrangler 
Award from the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum for 
“Outstanding Traditional Western 

Music CD”.  Later in the same year, 
Masters was the recipient of the 
prestigious Presidents Award from 
The International Western Music 
Association for his contribution 
to Western music, and he also took 
home his 10th New Mexico Music 
Industry Award.

Says Society Hall board member 
and Alamosa musician and record 
producer Don Richmond, “Syd’s 
won just about every award there 
is out there, but you need to see 
him live to really appreciate what 
he does – this guy is an entertainer! 
He’s a hoot and puts on a great 
show, and his Swing Rider pals Bob 
Goldstein and Gary Roller are as 
good as it gets. Don’t miss them.”

Sy d’s  n e w e s t  C D,   “C a bi n 
Songs”  hit No. 8 on the Western 
Music Charts its first week out, 
while  the f irst  s ingle,   “High 
Country Trail”  entered at No. 5 
on the singles chart. This tune also 
won “Best Original Western Song” 
from both The Western Writers 
of America and The New Mexico 
Music Awards in 2024.

The Western Music Association, 
Academy of Western Artists and 
The New Mexico Music Industry 
have combined to nominate him 
for more than 40 awards over 
the past 20 years. “Vocalist of the 
Year,” “Country Song of the Year,” 
“Best Album,” Best Band,” Most 
Humorous Song,” “Best Remake,” 
and “Best Song” are some of the 
categories in which he was awarded.

Earlier this century the US 
Department of State named him 
Cultural Ambassador for his work 
entertaining the secret service 
departments of 26 foreign countries 
i n  t he  D ip l omat i c  S e c u r i t y 
Antiterrorism Assistance Program.  
In 2020, Masters was named official 
ambassador to Guitars for Vets, 
an organization that provides 
therapy by giving acoustic guitars 

and lessons to returning veterans 
suffering from PTSD. Syd has been 
seen on television commercials 
and billboards throughout the west 
as spokesman for the Powerball 
Lottery Campaign.

His  or ig ina l  comp osit ions 
have been used in numerous 
film productions ranging from 
documentaries and television 
broadcasts to the Universal Studios 

motion picture “Paul” where he can 
also be seen as an actor in the film. 
Whether solo or with his Swing 
Rider trio Masters provides a highly 
talented, thoroughly entertaining, 
good time cowboy show!

Tickets are available at the Green 
Spot or online at www.societyhall.
org, and the concert will also stream 
live on the Society Hall Facebook 
page and You-Tube channel.

 Find us on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Wyoming landowners’ group that was 
among the plaintiffs.

Now, she said, “we look forward 
to BLM working with state and local 
partners to ensure a just economic 
transition for the Powder River Basin as 
we move toward a clean energy future.”

Huskinson lives in Gillette, Wyo., 
where a dozen highly mechanized 
strip mines sprawl across the 
grasslands of the Powder River Basin. 
The Wyoming mines alone produce 40 
percent of U.S. coal while employing 
less than 10 percent of the nation’s 
44,000 coal workers.

The Basin’s mines have leased 8 
billion tons of federal coal since the 
1990s, a cheap and plentiful supply 
for the industry. The leasing process 
allows companies to nominate desired 
tracts, and then bid with little or no 
competition. Winning bidders often 
pay less than $1 a ton for coal, plus 
a nominal annual rent and a royalty 
after final sale.

There is little question that leasing 
helped launch and sustain the region’s 
energy boom. But in his 2022 decision, 
Judge Brian Morris of the Federal 
District Court of Montana cast his 
eye toward the future. Morris wrote 
that federal law required BLM to 
consider “long-term needs of future 
generations” that included “recreation, 

range, timber, minerals, watershed, 
wildlife and fish, and natural scenic, 
scientific, and historical values.” 
The judge also gave the federal agency 
an out: “Coal mining represents a 
potentially allowable use of public 
lands, but BLM is not required to 
lease public lands.”

Morris’ words cleared the way for 
BLM to stop leasing, a decision that 
dovetails with a Colorado College 
poll that found most residents in eight 
Rocky Mountain states — including 
Wyoming and Montana — want 
Congress to prioritize conservation 
over energy development on public 
lands.

The legal wrangling will likely 
continue, with the BLM reviewing 
protests from the coal industry and its 
political allies that lay the groundwork 
for more lawsuits. For now, though, 
it seems the Biden administration’s 
decision to keep coal in the ground 
not only follows the market and the 
law, but public opinion, too.

Peter Gartrell is a contributor to 
Writers on the Range, writersontherange.
org, an independent nonprofit dedicated 
to spurring lively conversation about the 
West. He is a consultant in Washington, 
D.C., and covered coal leasing issues as 
a journalist and congressional staffer.

COAL Continued from Page 3A

Photo by John Waters
The Safeway store in Alamosa may be sold to C&S Wholesale Grocers as part of a plan to divest stores to 
facilitate a merger between Kroger and Albertsons Stores.

Unions are opposed to possible supermarket merger
By JOHN WATERS

VALLEY — In 2022, the Kroger 
Company proposed merging with 
Albertsons Stores, owner of Safeway 
supermarkets. As part of the proposed 
merger, 579 Safeway stores and 
distribution hubs will be sold to C&S 
Wholesale Grocers to satisfy antitrust 
regulations and not concentrate 
supermarket ownership.

Kroger owns the City Market brand, 
and Albertsons owns Safeway; both 
have stores in Alamosa. The Alamosa 
Safeway store is included in the plan 
to sell stores to C&S.

The attorney generals of Colorado 
and Washington, the Federal Trade 
Commission, and unions have 
opposed the merger.

Many workers at the stores 
are members of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers Union 
Local 7 (UFCW), representing 
23,000 members in the grocery, 
meat packing, food processing, 
healthcare, manufacturing, and 
cannabis industries across Colorado. 
The union is part of the Stop the 
Merger Coalition, including over 100 
national, state, and local organizations 
that oppose the merger.

Manuel Medina is a union steward 
with the UFCW and has worked as a 
manager at the Monte Vista Safeway 
store for 15 years. In an interview 
with the Valley Courier, he said this 
regarding the proposed merger, “It is 
scary. We don’t know if they are going 
to close the store or keep it open. 
There are no guarantees on what they 
are planning.”

Medina added,  “ They just 
announced they are going to sell us 
[Monte Vista] to King Soopers and 
Alamosa [Safeway] to C&S. There 
is no guarantee. In the past, when 
Albertsons bought Safeway, they told 
the workers the same thing, ‘We’re not 
going to close any stores. Everything 
is going to be fine.’ And then all the 
sudden, they started closing stores…
there is no guarantee.”

In a statement issued by the Stop 
the Merger Coalition, Bill Valdez, 
a UFCW member from Colorado 
Springs said, “As a member of our 
last collective bargaining team, I’m 
worried about how the merger would 

impact our ability to advocate for 
better wages, good health benefits 
and a strong pension.”

E l izab et h  B att i s te ,  publ ic 
information officer with UFCW 
told the Valley Courier, “There is no 
guarantee these stores will remain 
open, this creates a lot of uncertainty 
across Colorado and the country. 
We’ve seen in previous mergers 
that stores have closed. There was a 
disastrous merger between Albertsons 
and Haggen. This was considered to 
be an absolute disaster. We are very 
concerned about this merger and 
the impact on rural communities 
like Alamosa. These stores are a 
community hub where people go to 
get food and prescriptions filled and 
also the center of our communities.”

Albertsons purchased Safeway in 
2015 and divested 146 stores to a 
supermarket chain called Haggen to 
secure regulatory antitrust approval.

Haggen, which was majority-
owned by a private equity firm, was 
unprepared to manage the expansion. 
Seven months after acquiring the 
stores, Haggen filed for bankruptcy 
and closed 127 of them. 

In 1998, Albertsons bought a 
Montana grocer, Buttery Food and 
Drug, and agreed with the Federal 
Trade Commission to divest 15 stores. 
An analysis by the news site Boise 
Dev concluded 13 of the 15 locations 
divested had closed.

According to a statement from 
Kroger, “The proposed merger will 
create meaningful and measurable 
benefits for America’s consumers, 
Kroger and Albertsons Cos. 
associates, and communities that 
both Kroger and Albertsons Cos. 
serve by expanding access to fresh, 
affordable food and establishing a 
more compelling alternative to large, 
non-union retailers.”

Rodney McMullen, Kroger’s 
Chairman and CEO said in a 
statement, “We have reached an 
agreement with C&S for an updated 
divestiture package that maintains 
Kroger’s commitments to customers, 
associates and communities, addresses 
concerns raised by regulators, and 
will further ensure that C&S can 
successfully operate the divested 

stores as they are operated today.”
McMullen added, “Importantly, the 

updated divestiture plan continues 
to ensure no stores will close as a 
result of the merger and that all 
frontline associates will remain 
employed, all existing collective 
bargaining agreements will continue, 
and associates will continue to receive 
industry-leading health care and 
pension benefits alongside bargained-
for wages. Our proposed merger with 
Albertsons will bring lower prices 
and more choices to more customers 
and secure the long-term future of 
unionized grocery jobs.”

The Kroger Company’s annual 
report boasts this regarding its 
employees, “We prioritized investment 
in our people. We strive to create a 
culture of opportunity for more than 
414,000 associates and take seriously 
our role as a leading employer in the 
United States. In 2023, we invested 

more than ever in our associates by 
continuing to raise our average hourly 
wage to nearly $19, or nearly $25, 
including industry-leading benefits.”

In 2023, Mc Mullen received $18.1 
million in total compensation, and 
several executives were paid between 
$4.3 million to $5.9 million.

Breaking up is hard to do.
If either Kroger or Albertsons pulls 

out of the merger, Kroger is liable for 
a $600 million breakup fee.

According to filings with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
“Parent will be obligated to pay a 
termination fee of $600 million if the 
Merger Agreement is terminated by 
either party in connection with the 
occurrence of the Outside Date…” If 
the deal fails, Albertsons walks away 
with $600 million.

What might happen to Safeway 
employees if C&S buys the stores 
where they work? Rick Cohen is 

the executive chairman of C&S and 
the CEO of warehouse robotic firm 
Symbotic. 

According to the company, “It is 
an automation technology leader 
reimagining the supply chain with its 
end-to-end, A.I.-powered [artificial 
intelligence] robotic and software 
platform. Symbotic reinvents the 
warehouse as a strategic asset for 
the world’s largest retail, wholesale, 
and food & beverage companies… 
Symbotic enables companies to move 
goods with unmatched speed, agility, 
accuracy and efficiency.”

In May, Symbotic posted quarterly 
revenue of $424 million, which 
translates to almost $1.7 billion worth 
of warehouse robots sold annually.

The Kroger Albertsons deal is 
mired in litigation. Earlier this week, 
a Denver District Judge granted a 
preliminary injunction and canceled 
the Aug. 12 hearing on the matter.
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Statewide COVID cases shot up in July

Graph from CDPHE showing trends in the numbers of 
cases since the first week of 2024.

Graph from CDPHE showing more recent data on 
hospitalizations in Colorado.

Similar trend in 
Alamosa County

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
ALAMOSA  — Just when the topic 

of COVID seemed like a thing of the 
past, recent numbers reported by the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) show that it is still 
with us.

The year 2024 began with a sobering 3,306 
cases reported statewide. But then numbers 
started decreasing and kept on a downward 
trend through the first half of the year, 
reaching a low of less than 500 cases by the 
end of April.

That trend has now reversed, starting 
slowly at first and then picking up steam with 
cases increasingly on the rise. July showed the 
sharpest increase all year as numbers soared 
from 1,407 statewide in the last week of June 
to 2,319 in the last week of July.

Beverly Strnad, R.N. and interim director 
of Alamosa County Public Health, confirmed 
with the Valley Courier that the same trend 
has been happening in Alamosa but was quick 
to add that the first week of August showed 
numbers dropping again. 

When asked if she could provide a specific 
number about how many positive cases have 
been confirmed in Alamosa County, Strnad 
was reluctant, and her reasoning made sense.

“We have seen the numbers of COVID-19 
cases in Alamosa County increase since July 
1, which is quite similar to state data but 
any specific number I could give you has 
no context,” she said. “The only numbers we 
can track are those where someone has been 
hospitalized or has been to a doctor and their 
tests have been sent off to a lab. 

“Now that home tests are so readily 
available, people are testing at home. 

Sometimes they can get false negatives. 
Sometimes, they’ll test positive, but they 
don’t feel sick enough to go to the doctor. 
Or sometimes, people feel sick but assume 
it’s a cold or allergies and don’t test, at all. 
So, quoting any number would just be the 
cases we know about, not how many cases 
there actually are.” 

At the moment, there is no indication that 
any efforts to address increasing numbers of 
COVID cases will be made on a Valley–wide 
basis, although it appears that other counties 
are seeing an increase, as well.

During an All Hazards meeting on Monday, 
Paul Wertz, R.N., M.S.N. and director of 
Costilla County Public Health echoed what 
Strnad told the Courier.

“There has been a small uptick in the 
number of cases in Costilla County,” he told 
the Courier, “but not much serious illness.”

Strnad also said those familiar with the 
virus are not surprised by the increase, as 
the same trend was observed in July of last 
year. That trend showed significantly fewer 
numbers than what current graphs show.

With students returning to school, Strnad 
mentioned safeguards that people should 
consider taking to minimize their risk 
of catching the virus and answered a few 
questions put to her by the Valley Courier. 

What are everyday actions to prevent 
COVID-19?

Stay up to date with vaccines. The next 
vaccine is scheduled to be released to the 
public sometime in the fall.

Practice good hygiene such as covering your 
coughs and sneezes, washing or sanitizing 
hands often and cleaning frequently touched 
surfaces. Take steps for cleaner air, such 
as bringing in fresh outside air, purifying 
indoor air, or gathering outdoors. When you 
may have a respiratory virus use precautions 
to prevent spread and seek health care 
evaluation and treatment as appropriate

She also added that, since March 2024, 
COVID-19 guidance aligns with guidance for 
other respiratory viruses, such as flu and RSV.

When asked what should a person do if 
they test positive for COVID-19, Strnad said 
steps to prevent spreading the virus include 
staying at home and away from others, 
covering coughs and sneezes and washing 
hands frequently.

People are advised to ask their health care 
provider about medicine as soon as possible.

“Medicine for COVID-19 works best if it’s 
taken within a few days of when you first felt 
symptoms or tested positive. It’s important 
to get medicine fast to lower your risk of 
serious illness,” she says.

She also advised people with risk factors 
to seek health care for treatment. Generally, 
people at higher risk of severe illness from 
respiratory viruses are older adults, young 
children, people with compromised immune 
systems, people with disabilities, and 
pregnant people.

Finally, if someone has the virus, it is 
imperative that they tell those they live with 
or have spent time with in the past five days. 
This is especially important if they are at high 
risk of severe illness.

“You can go back to your normal activities 
when your symptoms have gotten better 
overall and you have not had a fever without 
taking fever-reducing medication for at least 
24 hours,” she says. “Take precautions over 
the following five days, such as limiting 
contact with others and wearing a mask over 
your nose and mouth when around others 
and when in public. If you develop a fever or 
start to feel worse, again stay home and away 
from others and follow the above guidelines.”

Finally, what should a person do if they 
test negative for COVID-19?

“The rapid at-home tests you can buy 
at a pharmacy or grocery store are usually 
accurate, but it’s possible for an antigen test to 

give you a negative result when you actually 
do have COVID-19. 

A negative COVID-19 test means the test 
did not detect the virus, but this doesn’t 
rule out that you could have an infection. 
You may want to repeat the test in 48 hours. 
If you have symptoms, you may want to see 
a provider for testing. You should also take 
action to help protect others from health 
risks caused by respiratory viruses.”

Strnad wrapped up the conversation by 
repeating what many have said, as well. 
COVID likely isn’t going anywhere and will 
eventually be viewed as a sickness to guard 
against, much like the flu.
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Suspect 
Chavez is 
in custody
By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — The man 
who died of fatal gunshot 
wounds sustained on 
Thursday evening in the 
area of 17th and State 
Avenue in Alamosa has 
been identified as 44-year-
old Enrique Parra of 
Alamosa.

The identification was 
made and released to 
the public by Alamosa 
County Coroner Joe 
Dzuris. Dzuris further 
stated the manner in 
which Parra died was 
homicide.

As has been reported in 
the Valley Courier, shortly 
after 6 p.m. on Thursday, officers with the Alamosa Police Department (APD) 
were dispatched to a report of shots being fired.  Upon arrival at the scene, 
officers found Parra who had been shot and immediately started life-saving 
measures. Upon being transported to the San Luis Valley Health Regional 
Medical Center, Parra was pronounced deceased.

On Friday, the suspect Larry Chavez, 33, of Alamosa, was taken into 
custody in Santa Fe, N.M., and charged with second-degree murder, theft. 
APD Chief George Dingfelder credited the U.S. Marshals and the Santa Fe 
County Sheriff ’s Office with the arrest.

Earlier on Thursday, deputies from the Alamosa County Sheriff ’s 
Office responded to a shooting north of Alamosa where a suspect fired 
a shot, but no one was injured. APD had considered Chavez a person of 
interest in that shooting, but no further information on that incident is 
known at this time.

Courtesy photo
Larry Chavez of Alamosa was arrested in 
Santa Fe, N.M., on suspicion of second-degree 
murder, robbery and theft.

Victim identified in 
Thursday fatal shooting

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — The office of 

Alamosa County Sheriff Robert 
Jacks on  (ACSO)  re l e as e d  a 
notice that the Colorado House 
of Representatives passed new 
legislation, HB 24-1174, which 
will impact individuals seeking a 
new Concealed Weapons Permit 
(CCW). It will also impact people 
looking to renew their current 
CCW permit and certified firearms 
instructors providing training to 
CCW applicants.

According to information in 
the notice from ACSO, this new 
legislation introduces stricter 
guidelines for first-time applicants, 
detailing the required type of 
training, who can provide it, and 
where it must be completed. For 
those renewing their CCW permit, 
a mandatory refresher course 
is now part of the application 
process. Certified instructors must 
follow new guidelines, including 
verification of their credentials by 
the sheriff of the county where they 
provide instruction.

Additional parts of this bill affect 
the process, so it is essential for all 
involved to read HB 24-1174 as 

soon as possible.
Due to some confusion regarding 

the language and initiation timeline 
of various parts of the bill, the County 
Sheriffs of Colorado is working on 
creating specific guidelines for 
all sheriffs across Colorado to 
follow. This information will be 
distributed to residents as soon 
as it is available. In the meantime, 
please familiarize yourself with this 
new legislation.

Additionally, HB 24-1348, which 
addresses unattended firearms 
in unoccupied vehicles, has been 
passed and will go into effect on 
Jan. 1, 2025. 

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s 
handguns in unattended vehicles 
to be stored in hard-sided, locked 
storage  that  i s  permanent ly 
mounted in the vehicle. It also 
mandates locking devices for any 
other unoccupied weapons, such 
as rifles, stored in a soft case in 
the vehicle. There are exceptions 
to some of these requirements, so 
it is crucial to familiarize yourself 
with HB 24-1348.

HB24-1174 can be read in its 
entirety by going to https://leg.
colorado.gov/bills/hb24-1174.

New law impacts 
processes for Concealed 

Weapons Permit

In Print & Online
www.centerpostdispatch.com

Valley Publishing 719-852-3531
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In Print & OnlineIn Print & Online

Go Green With 
an e-Edition 

Subscription! 

Subscribe Today and 
Get 12 Months for Only
$45 In Valley

Your Town.
Your Trusted 
News Team.

• Print home delivery
• Themed special sections
• Pull-out shopping circulars

Stay in the know 
with comprehensive 
news coverage from 
around town and 
throughout the region.

Exclusive 
Subscriber 
Benefits

Prefer Paperless News?

(719) 852-3531 • email:  office@valleypublishinginc.com

We’ve got 
We’ve got 

NEWSNEWS for for

YOU!YOU!

Macklie Sims of Blue Spruce in Rio Grande County 
rides in the Junior Reining event of the San Luis 
Valley Fair Horse Show on Thursday at the Ski-Hi 
Complex in Monte Vista.

Avery Beckner of Lucky Shoe in Rio Grande County 
closes the gate after going through it during the Junior 
Trail event of the San Luis Valley Fair Horse Show 
on Thursday at the Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista.

The San 
Luis Val-
ley Fair 
kicked off 
Thursday 
morning, 
Aug. 1, 
with the 
two-day 
Horse 
Show at 
the Ski-Hi 

Complex in Monte Vista. The first day of the show is 
Western-English, followed at 9 a.m. on Friday with Ranch 
Horse and Gymkhana. Tucker Canty of the Blue Crew in 
Conejos County competes in the Senior Reining event. 
For a complete fair schedule, visit online slvfair.com.

Photos by Brian Williams
A judge walks the Junior Trail event riders through 
the course on Thursday during the San Luis Valley Fair 
Horse Show at the Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista.

SLV Fair opens in Monte Vista
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Seventeen-year-
old Daniel Brandt was sentenced to 
spend 40 years in prison with five 
years mandatory parole. Judge Crista 
Newmyer-Olsen handed down the 
sentence on Friday, July 26. He was tried 
as an adult and convicted on charges of 
attempted murder and assault in May.

Following an incident on Oct. 27, 
2022, Brandt – who was 15 years old 
at the time – shot Alamosa Police 
Department Officer Mollee Heeney 
and resident Ricardo Rangel, causing 
significant, serious and potentially 
permanent injury to both. 

After the May 15, jury deliberation 
that lasted three hours, Brandt was 
found guilty on two counts of criminal 
attempt to commit murder in the first 
degree (second degree felony) for the 
shooting of Rangel and Alamosa Police 
Officer Mollee Heeney plus three counts 
of first degree assault (third degree 
felony) – one count for assault on a peace 
officer, one count for assault of Heeney 
and one count for assault of Rangel. 

The sentencing hearing began with 
statements from the two victims, both 
of whom attended via Webex and had 
asked District Attorney Anne Kelly to 
read them aloud.

Rangel wrote about the losses he 
experienced from being shot.

“I can’t sit through a movie with loud 
noises,” he wrote, or “sleep all the way 
through the night” or tie his shoes. 
“Every day has been affected and will 
be affected for the rest of my life.”

Heeney wrote about the length of 
her rehabilitation, the temporary loss 
of her independence, how hard she had 
been working to regain the strength 
and endurance that she had worked 
to achieve prior to being shot. She also 
spoke about the PTSD she has from 
the shooting and the fear her family 
experiences every day that she might 
be shot again.

Former APD Chief Ken Anderson 
addressed the court, saying he was there 
to “be the voice of the community”, 
describing it as a “sad, sad day to see a 
teenager who is capable of committing 
such a violent act.” After explaining 
the impact of the shooting on APD 
officers and the community, Anderson 
advocated for Brandt to be incarcerated 
for as long as possible.

“You need God, son,” he said after 
concluding his statement.

Kelly told the court, “This is a day I’ve 
been dreading and I’m sure everyone 
else feels the same. It’s a sad day because 

we have to challenge ourselves to 
abandon the hope we have for teenagers 
‘to right the ship’.”

The juvenile justice system is set up 
because most kids can be rehabilitated, 
she said, but the evidence shows that 
this individual will not be rehabilitated.

In repeating points she made during 
Brandt’s trial, Kelly said she recognized 
the losses and trauma Brandt suffered as 
a child, but he also had many people and 
resources to help him, none of which 
he took advantage of. 

Despite the court being told that 
Brandt was “doing well” in the Pueblo 
Youth Center (PYC) where he has been 
held since he was arrested, Kelly said, he 
has continued to engage in illegal and 
harmful behavior, such as assaulting 
a deputy – for which he was charged. 
Kelly said he also participated in a riot, 
although no charges were filed.

Kelly then reiterated to the court that, 
despite still being only 17 years old, “he 
cannot be rehabilitated” and, for that 
reason, was asking he be sentenced 
to the maximum sentence allowed of 
96 years for the crimes of attempted 
murder and assault.

After a lengthy and contentious 
transfer hearing and an equally 
contentious trial, a tearful Brandt told 
the court he recognized his actions 
impacted the community.

“I did some pretty terrible things,” he 
said. He then apologized for the harm 
he had done.

In her ruling, Judge Newmyer-
Olsen praised law enforcement for 
the way the case was handled. She also 
addressed Brandt, saying she did not 
think he was someone who is simply 
evil or without value as a human being. 
Citing her own child who had some 
difficulties prior to losing her life, she 
said, “My heart goes out to you, and I 
think you are valuable.”

In a statement to the Valley Courier, 
Kelly said, “This was a tragic case for the 
San Luis Valley community. I appreciate 
the hard work and thoughtfulness of 
Judge Newmyer-Olsen in reaching a 
fair and just sentence. While the victims 
in this case may never completely heal 
from their wounds, both physical and 
mental, my hope is that this sentence 
gives them a sense of justice. I pray that 
our community can continue in the 
process of healing from this defendant’s 
senseless and violent acts.”

With credit for the time already 
served, Brandt may be eligible for 
parole in about 17 years. He will be in 
his mid-thirties at that time.

Brandt sentenced 
to 40 years in DOC
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GREAT SAND DUNES NATION-

AL PARK AND PRESERVE — Join 
the park service on Aug. 3 at Great 
Sand Dunes in celebrating the dark 
sky. This year the special presenter is 
Kozmic Kyle. The presentation will 
start at 8:45 p.m.

Until modern times, every culture 
has looked to the skies to find their 
direction, set their calendar, record 
their stories, and contemplate their 
place in this amazing cosmos. Rather 
than retelling the stories from the an-
cient Greek perspective, we will create 
new connections with the stars based 
on your experiences. You will learn to 
use a monthly star map to find your 
new stories in the real night sky. This 

program is interactive and best for 
ages 7-adult (but all are welcome). If 
you can, bring a red light and a pencil 
or pen for drawing on your skymap.

Kozmic Kyle has been a plan-
etarium educator for 25 years and 
helped set up planetarium education 
programs in the UK, Poland, Ghana, 
Kenya, and many places in the US. 
He is especially interested in helping 
empower Indigenous cultures around 
the world to use modern planetarium 
tools to record, preserve and teach 
their own cultural knowledge in a 
good way. He looks forward to moving 
from cloudy, light polluted Seattle into 
the San Luis Valley’s dark skies.

Call the park at 719-378-6395, for 
exact location and other details.

Courtesy photo
A Dark Sky program is set for Aug. 3 at Great Sand Dunes.

Dark Sky program at 
Great Sand Dunes

By JOHN WATERS
RIO GRANDE NATIONAL FOR-

EST — According to Katie Goodleaf, 
volunteer coordinator with the U.S. 
Forest Service, a group with Volun-
teers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC), 
which usually works on trail-related 
projects, assisted forest archeologist 

Volunteers for Outdoor 
Colorado in archeological survey

Please see SURVEY on Page 7

Rio Grande National Forest Archeol-
ogist Price Heiner welcomes volun-

teers to the national forest. The group 
spent four days in June conducting 

archeological surveys through 
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado. 

Heiner gave the group a brief history 
of the Duncan Cabin built by gold 
miner John Duncan in the 1880s. 

Photo by John Waters

Mineral County Search and Rescue, Mineral 
County Emergency Manager Clint Leggit, and 

Mineral County Sheriff Terry Wetherill have 
spent the summer continuing their training and 

working through a busy summer season.
Photo courtesy of Mineral County SAR

MC Sheriff and Emergency 
Manager update community

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
MINERAL COUNTY — It has been a busy 

summer in Creede and Mineral County Sheriff 
Terry Wetherill was pleased to state that there 
have been minimal issues in the area.

“We have some really great people who come 
here for the summer, and they come to have a 
good time. We are proud to have well behaved 
folks from all over some to enjoy the summer 
with us,” Wetherill said.

According to Wetherill, it has been a relatively 
quiet summer in Mineral County as far as crime 

Please see UPDATE on Page 2

Colorado Master Gardener program accepting applications
CONTRIBUTED

Do you love gardening? Whether you 
are a person doing your own backyard 
gardening or someone who does it for 
a living, the Colorado Master Gardener 
program may be for you. The Colorado 
Master Gardener program is where 
you learn in-depth about gardening 
in Colorado. The 12 gardening classes 
include vegetable gardening, tree care, 
diagnosing problems, weed control, 
plant pathology, soils and some time 
spent on mountain gardening. The 
program will be taught totally on-line, 
starting November 2024 and going 

through March 2025.
Getting signed up is a two-step pro-

cess, first applying, and then after being 
accepted, registering.

The first step is to apply now, between 
Aug. 1 and Aug. 30, at ColoradoMas-
terGardener.org or go to https://cmg.
extension.colostate.edu/about/become-
a-colorado-master-gardener-2/  . The 
second step, once your application has 
been accepted, is you will be sent a link 
to register and pay.

You have the option of two different 
program tracks. The first is the volunteer 
track. If a person has time and interest to 

volunteer to teach horticulture and gar-
dening to others in our community, and 
to develop an ongoing relationship with 
other Master Gardeners, they can take 
the class for a much-reduced fee of $200. 
With the reduced fee, the volunteer 
agrees to provide 50 hours of volunteer 
time back to Colorado State Univer-
sity, in the San Luis Valley community, 
through the local Extension office after 
they have completed the classes. As is 
required of all Colorado State University 
volunteers, a background check and 
reference checks are required. After the 
background check is completed, you can 

register and pay for the course.
Not interested in volunteering? The 

second track is the non-volunteer 
track, called the Colorado Gardener 
Certificate. This is more for the per-
son who just wants to increase their 
knowledge for themselves. Those who 
choose this program are not required to 
volunteer and will not join in with the 
ongoing Master Gardener group. This 
track is simpler to get signed up. There 
is no application or background check 
required, only registration. Registration 
for this track opens Aug. 19, and the fee 
is $545. There is a savings for early bird 

registration completed by Sept. 30.
For the volunteer track, the applica-

tion period opens Aug. 1 and closes 
Aug. 30, and the first step is to apply 
right now. There are a limited number of 
scholarships available which cover part 
of the fee. You can learn more and ap-
ply online at ColoradoMasterGardener.
org. You can also learn more from the 
SLV Area Extension Office by calling, 
emailing, or stopping in at 1899 East 
Hwy. 160, Monte Vista; phone 719-852-
7381; email Larry Brown at L.Brown@
colostate.edu or Jennifer Vandiver at 
Jennifer.Norris@colostste.edu .v
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goes, though some instances did oc-
cur earlier in the season. Wetherill 
stated that they did have two home 
break-ins, but the suspects were 
charged and are undergoing pros-
ecution.

“We had a break-in where the sus-
pects stole some items and a vehicle. 
Our officers were able to recover the 
vehicle and we are actively charging 
two individuals,” he said. Identi-
ties of the suspects have not been 
released as this remains an active 
investigation.

Wetherill stated that there was a 
second minor break-in where two 
BB guns were stolen, but that the 
investigation showed that the two 
incidences were not related.

“Considering how busy we have 
been, these two incidences are not 
bad in comparison with some other 
communities. We are so fortunate 
that 90 percent of our guests are good, 
law-abiding citizens,” Wetherill said.

Mineral County Emergency Man-
ager Clint Leggitt was also available 
for an update stating that he and 
his team have had a few missions 
including a dehydrated hiker and a 
broken ankle recovery mission near 
Creede.

“We always tell people to not wait 
to report an incident. Call us the 
minute you feel you are unable to 
help yourself in these situations, it 
gives us time to get to you and help,” 
said Leggitt.

Outside of active incidences, 

both offices have been undergo-
ing continued training including 
rope training, an OSHA 40-hour 
Hazardous Waste Operations and 
Emergency Response (HAZWOP-
ER) Online Training and a Mine 
Safety and Health Administration 
(MSHA). MSHA Part 48 Under-
ground: This is 32 hours of class-
room and 8-hours of mine-specific 
training. 

The Mineral County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice also joined about 20 troopers 
from Colorado State Patrol while 
conducting Active Shooter Training 
at Creede School on July 1. On July 
18, Sgt. Steven Johnson from the 
Colorado State Patrol came back to 
Creede School to conduct more one-
on-one Active Shooter Training with 
sheriff ’s office personnel including 
with Leggitt.

“We plan to continue training as 
the summer comes to a close and we 
always want to impress upon people 
to remember where they are. It takes 
time to acclimate to the climate, 
altitude sickness is a real thing so be 
sure to be prepared you head out to 
enjoy our backcountry and again, 
don’t hesitate to call us the minute 
something goes wrong. It takes our 
teams time to respond to a call and 
resources have to be gathered. Always 
have a communication device on you 
and call us when you need us,” said 
Wetherill.

For more information, reach out to 
Leggitt or Wetherill at 719-657-2600.

UPDATE Continued from Page 1

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.
Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.
Ashes not picked up after 60 

days will respectfully be spread 
over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

Small/
Pocket Pet $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

Cats $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needed

0 - 25 lbs. $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page
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01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)
Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com
Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.
Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!
ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Call 719-852-3531
or email: rbeutler@valleypublishinginc.com

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Join Our Team!
Hiring all positions 

$15 an hour to 
start plus tips 

weekly pay fun 
atmosphere.

30483 Highway 160, 
South Fork

MountainPizzaTaproom.com

05 Notices
For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.org 
or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Cafeteria Staff needed at Upper Rio 
Grande School District.  Must have 
a high school diploma and some 
knowledge of working in a kitchen 
or a willingness to be trained.  Pay 
is dependent on prior experience.  
Please contact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. Applications 
can be retrieved online at: www.ur-
tigers.co. (8-28)
Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill 
a full-time position for a Teller in 
the Creede Branch. Duties will be to 
accept deposits, loan payments and 
process withdrawals while maintain-
ing a balanced cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant answering 
the phone and greeting customers. 
Many other duties will be assigned 
as needed. The position is permanent, 
full-time, M – F, 8am – 4:30pm, an 

hourly rate range of $14.42 to $17.00, 
with a robust benefits package. Ap-
plication available at TrueLocalBank.
com/careers or inquire at 117 N. 
Main St, Creede or call 719-657-3376 
and ask for Dawn. EOE. (8-14)
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STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC
30635 WEST HWY 160 • SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

719-873-1700 • WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM

San Luis Valley Area Real EstateSan Luis Valley Area Real Estate

Consignment Auction - 
Small Animals
4:30 p.m. • Aug. 30

8037 S. County Road 2E
Contact Eddie Miller 719-849-8063

Valley Wide	 Classifieds
Now hiring a full-time bookkeeper/
estimator. Must have computer expe-
rience, be professional, reliable and 
organized. Hours M-F from 8:00 to 
5:00. Please send resume to marcie@
slvproperties.com. (8-14)
Help wanted part-time Deputy 
Coroner - Experienced individual 
needed for On Call Part time position 
assisting the Saguache County Coro-
ner. The position will be an on call/
as needed position.  Coroner calls are 
paid at $150.00 per call and Trans-
ports are $150.00 per call, Weekday 
on call $15.00 per day and Weekend 
on call $30.00 per day. Please contact 
April Quintana with the Saguache 
County Administration office for an 
application or printable at www.sa-

guachecounty.colorado.gov Call 719-
655-2231 for more information. Ap-
plications will be accepted until the 
position is filled. Saguache County is 
an EEO employer.  Drug testing and 
a background check will be required 
for final applicants. (8-28)
The Upper Rio Grande School Dis-
trict is hiring a full time Jr./Sr. High 
School Counselor.   Applicants must 
have a Master’s Degree or higher 
and possess or be able to obtain an 
appropriate Colorado school coun-
selor license. Please submit your 
application, resume, and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, Del Norte Jr./Sr. 
High Principal at ahardy@urtigers.
co or contact Mrs. Hardy at 719-
657-4020.  Applications for certified 

staff positions can be picked up at 
the District Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (8-21)
Wolf Creek Ski Area is hiring a Full 
Time Staff Accountant.  Those with 
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Accounts Pay-
able or public accounting experience 
are encouraged to apply.  Familiarity 
with Microsoft Excel is preferred. 
Attention to detail, and organiza-
tional skills are required. The office 
is located at the Ski Area located on 
top of Wolf Creek Pass and requires 
commuting throughout the year. 
This is a year-round position, with 
longer hours during the winter op-
erating months, and a shorter work 
week in the summer months.  This 
position offers skiing privileges, and 

the compensation starts at $34 per 
hour depending on experience. Full 
slate of insurance benefits and PTO 
available after a probationary period. 
Please email resume to: Payroll@
WolfCreekSki.com. (8-28)

Wolf Creek Ski Area is hiring an 
Accounting Assistant.  Those with 
Bookkeeping, Accounting, Clerical 
or Human Resources experience 
are encouraged to apply.  The office 
is located at the Ski Area located on 
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Brian Williams — bwilliamsBrian Williams — bwilliams@@valleypublishinginc.comvalleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531719-852-3531

San Luis Valley Area Real EstateSan Luis Valley Area Real Estate

STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC
30635 WEST HWY 160 • SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

719-873-1700 • WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM

Valley Wide	 Classifieds FULL-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has an immediate 
need in advertising sales (full-time). 
Any sales experience is appreciated 

but will train. Email resume to 
General Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

top of Wolf Creek Pass and requires 
commuting throughout the winter 
months. This position offers skiing 
privileges, and the compensation 
starts at $24 per hour depending on 
experience. Please email resume to: 

Payroll@WolfCreekSki.com (8-28)

10 Apartments
Mountain View Apartments in 
South Fork has an apartment for rent, 
no pets 719-580-1510 (8-28)

12 Houses for Rent
For rent, 4-bed, 2-bath home with 
2-car garage for $1,400 a month just 
outside of La Jara. Call 719-852-0450 
for more details. (8-21)
House for rent Center. Remodeled 
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A&M
Windows & 
Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 
SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality
Spray Foam Insulation

LLC
Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent
720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com
Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent
720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com
Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez
Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

• Residential• Residential
• Commercial• Commercial
• New or • New or 

Existing Existing 
ConstructionConstruction

David Miller, OwnerDavid Miller, Owner
719-480-2145719-480-2145
9318 County Road 169318 County Road 16
Antonito, COAntonito, CO

Cozy Home InsulatingCozy Home Insulating
For All your Foam Insulation NeedsFor All your Foam Insulation Needs

Call us for a free estimate!Call us for a free estimate!
Specializing in open Specializing in open 
and closed cell spray and closed cell spray 
foam insulation for foam insulation for 
all applicationsall applications

250 Adams Street, Monte Vista250 Adams Street, Monte Vista
Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 

today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.comtoday or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your StyleShopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarieRenaMarie
BoutiqueBoutique

TheThe

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Valley Wide	 Classifieds
3-bedroom 1-bath 1-car garage. 
$1,200. Text Cooke at 719-207-6890. 
Available Sept. 1. (8-7)

16 Vacation
Cabin for rent by the night only. 
Small bath, queen bed, microwave 
and refrigerator only. 469-446-2499

24 Garage/Yard Sales
Downtown (MV) Yard sale, 124 
Adams, between Nino’s and Quiney’s 
office and home stuff. Monday-Satur-
day, AM all of August. Business hours 
minus lunches. Sales prices. (8-28)
Moving sale Del Norte Airport, 1 
3/4ths miles north of Del Norte on 
Aug. 9 and 10 at 9 a.m. (8-7)

28 Household Goods
For sale handyman special, vintage 
smaller-scale Duncan Phyfe drop leaf 
table, two chairs. $50. 719-256-4048 
(8-28)

36 Miscellaneous
Wanted small animals and animal-
related items for our public auction 
on Friday evening, Aug. 30, at 8037 
South County Road 2 East, Monte 
Vista. Lunch stand opens at 4:30 
p.m. Auction time 6 p.m. To consign 
contact Eddie Miller 719-849-8063 
(8-28)
Trailer for hauling $3000, old metal 
bed, old wooden bed, free old mat-
tress and springs, set of Heartland 
dishes $150, Also an ATV.  Call 661 
487-4312 (8-7)
Cash for quality non-fiction books 
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145 
(TFN)
Propane Refrigerators and Freez-
ers. We also stock “Sunstar” refrigera-
tors and freezers in DC/AC power. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 S. 
County Road 3E, Monte Vista. (719) 
852-0500 (TFN)
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifica-
tions! Containers are water & rodent 
proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total Storage 
Solution! 719-657-2712 (TFN)
SOLAR PANELS! Large and small. 
Inverters, charge controllers, lead 
acid and lithium batteries. Brand 
names include Outback, Magnum, 
AIMS, EG4, Sol-Ark, and Rolls. Cus-
tom cables and PV wire. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte 
Vista. 719-852-0500. (TFN)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $10. 
Covered, No rain, and local. Call: 
719-480-2089 (8-28)

64 Autos for Sale
For sale - 1990 Toyota 2-wheel drive 
super clean pickup; 2005 Toyota Ta-
coma long-bed camper shell; Chevy 
car 4-speed transmission. 719-850-
2027 (8-14)

65 Professional 
Services

Rio Grande Rentals. Everything 
for Event/Party/Weddings includ-
ing unique Mobile Bars and Bar-
tending Services www.rio-grande-
rentals.com. 303-946-7253 (9-25)
Need Storage, We Build New Stor-
age Sheds, HY Country Sheds Call 
719-849-8106 (9-4)

Let Me Haul Off Your, Old Ap-
pliances and Recyclable Metals for 
You. Call Chris for Prices and To 
Set Up A Removal 719-395-2071 
Fire Mitigation: Weed And brush 
mowing to reduce fire danger. Call 
Darrell 715-699-3703 (9-11)
WE BUY ANTLER: $16/lb for 
Elk Grade A and $11/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. 
Free Est imates 719-496-7630. 
(TFN)
LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 

719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(TFN)
Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. (TFN)
Sprinkler repair and winteriza-
tions. Done at reasonable rates. 
Quick Service. Call anytime, week-
days, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (TFN)
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Estimated Crop Water Use

For the latest ET information, call 719-754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for 
La Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato 
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

JoinJoin
Our Our 

TeamTeam  !!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“What an amazing pizza! Holy Moly. 
The crust, the sauce... yum!! Stopped 

in for a short rain delay over the 
pass on our motorcycle. So happy 

we found this place. We might just 
have to travel 2+ hours every couple 

weeks just for a great pizza. Must 
try! You won’t be disappointed.”

 – Heather P.

Hiring for management 
positions and other 

positions - full-time and 
part-time.

Weekly pay, uniforms, 
and shift meal.

This Week’s FeatureThis Week’s FeatureBusiness Business 
ShowcaseShowcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk
121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE THE 
HOLY HOLY 

MOSESMOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Open Daily
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The Holy MosesThe Holy Moses 658-2848658-2848

121 N. Main121 N. Main
CreedeCreede

Need a quick meal? 
Try the Wind and 

Willow Soup Mixes!

SURVEY Continued from Page 1
Price Heiner last month in conducting 
an archeological search.

After the fieldwork was complete, 
Heiner spoke with the Valley Cou-
rier and offered his assessment of the 
findings.

“The group conducted preliminary 
reconnaissance in areas that never had 
any archeological surveys. This gave us 
a sense of what was out there. We did 
pedestrian transect surveys. This was 
a formal gridding of the landscape in a 
systematic way. This included marking 
and recording any archeological mate-
rial and then recording it formally on 
state site forms. The idea was to get 
an idea of what was in that particular 
area. We picked a 200-acre area that 
had never been surveyed before and 
surveyed it. We actually surveyed 125 
of the 200 acres.

“We found two archeological sites. 
One contained culturally scattered 
material that included ancestral 
Pueblo and late Archaic. We also 
found some ancestral black pottery, 
which is classic Ancestral Pueblo. This 
pottery dates from 1,200 BP. We also 
found a projectile point from the Late 
Archaic that dates from about 2,000 to 
3,000 years ago.

“The other site was a late 1800s 
refuse dump with a small prehistoric 
component. It was probably a small 
prehistoric campsite that later became 
a dump for bottles and cans. The point 
we found is called a San Pedro. That is 
the style that dates from about 2,000 
to 3,000 years ago. We also found a 
gray-on-black piece of pottery on the 
same site from about 800 years ago. 
This was a site where people came 
back and visited again,” he said.

Heiner spoke of the archeological 
richness of the Valley, “On the Rio 
Grande National Forest, we have over 
10,000 documented archeological 
sites and they span from 14,000 years 
old to historic period sites about 50 
years ago. We do have a relatively high 
percentage of early Paleo-Indian sites. 
That is one of the reasons that brought 
me here, I’m very interested in those 
first cultures that came to these land-
scapes and how they settled. We have 
a high density of these sites that date 
to 14,000 years ago.”

The group was comprised of about 
a dozen VOC volunteers. Heiner said 
this about these and other volunteers 
value to the national forest, “They 
are great programs; we usually have 
partnership coordinators. I enjoy 
working with the groups because I 
like to expose different interested 
publics, people who are interested in 
archeology. I like people who are in-
terested in archeology and have never 
experienced doing it or don’t have any 
formal training or education. I like to 

expose those people to it. People get 
hooked and run with it. Sometimes, I 

correspond with them for years. I do a 
lot of volunteer projects on the forest.”
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Bernadette GingrassBernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.combmgingrass@gmail.com  License #100072622License #100072622

San Luis Valley San Luis Valley 
Area Real EstateArea Real Estate

Thinking of Selling in 2024
Expect the Best,
Call Bernadette

Bernadette
Gingrass

719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

License #100072622
Bernadette Gingrass

719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

License #100072622

328 Fir Drive • South Fork
Your Mountain 
Dream Awaits! 
Discover this 
splendid 3 bed-
room home perfect 
for Vacations or 
Year-Round living, 
boasting an excel-
lent rental history. 
Nestled in a hollow 
brimming with 
aspen trees, this 
3-bedroom, 2-bath 
home is all on one 
level, ranch style 
and easily accessi-
ble. Two bedrooms 
feature walk-in closets. Enjoy an open floor plan with wood and laminate floors, 
aspen paneling, and abundant sunlight in the living areas. The large kitchen offers 
plenty of cabinets, an island for eating or work, a laundry closet, and a walk-in pan-
try. Stay cozy with a grand wood stove, solar heat, backup electric baseboard heat, 
and ceiling fans. This heavily treed lot provides privacy and tranquility, comple-
mented by a large storage shed. There’s ample parking for multiple vehicles, ATVs, 
or snowmobiles. The backyard, enclosed by an 8-foot privacy fence, is wired for a 
hot tub. High-speed internet is available, and the Town of South Fork maintains and 
plows the roads. Conveniently located within town limits, Moments from the Rio 
Grande Club and Wolf Creek Skiing. It’s an easy walk to the Rio Grande River and 
town amenities. Bring your Fishing Pole and Live Your Dream! Don’t let this One 
get away! Call me for more information and schedule your showing today! More 
pictures coming soon. MLS# 7894641 - $350, 000

UNDER CONTRACT

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

193 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Charming Mountain Retreat with 
Breathtaking Views Nestled in the 
picturesque town of South Fork 
CO, this finely crafted 1,380 sq. ft. 
Ranch Style Mountain Home offers 
a delightful blend of comfort and 
rugged elegance. With 2 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms, this home pro-
vides ample room for relaxation 
and rejuvenation. The open liv-
ing area boasts a large Sunny Bay 
window, allowing natural light to 
flood the space and framing panoramic Mountain Views. The heart of this home is the 
well-appointed kitchen, abundance of cabinets, including convenient lazy Susan stor-
age. You’ll find all the essentials: a refrigerator, cookstove, dishwasher. Perfect kitchen 
for entertaining your friends and family. Gather around the wood-burning stove in the 
living room, where warmth and comfort await. The home’s insulation ensures a snug 
retreat during chilly mountain evenings. Step onto the inviting front sitting porch, sip 
your morning coffee, and observe the local wildlife. Mule deer and wild turkeys fre-
quently visit the serene Ponderosa Valley Estates. A large laundry room with abundant 
storage, a wash sink, and a washer and dryer adds convenience to daily living. Park your 
vehicles in the 2-car garage and utilize the detached cement floor garage/workshop with 
water supply and 110/220 power for all your mountain toys or hobbies. This home is 
ready for you to make it your own—whether it’s your dream residence, a home away 
from home, or a vacation rental. Explore nearby activities such as skiing, four-wheeling, 
hiking, and gold medal fly fishing. The Rio Grande River is just moments away. Enjoy 
the convenience of paved roads, city water sewer system, and your very own well and 
large .83-acre lot. Priced at $479,500 this property offers an exceptional opportunity to 
embrace mountain living. Schedule your private showing today and embark on Your 
Mountain Adventure in this beautiful, tranquil Ponderosa Valley Estates neighborhood! 
Don’t wait, call and schedule today! MLS#810774 - $479,500

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

0254 Timberline Trail • South Fork
Discover The Essence of Excellence Moun-
tain Living in this custom-built Master-
piece! Situated on 1.84 sloping acres within 
the prestigious Rio Grande Club, this 4,466 
sq ft home offers unparalleled vistas and 
modern elegance. Key Features: Inspiring 
Views: Unsurpassed panoramas stretch 
north, east, and south, capturing the rugged 
beauty of the San Juan Mountains. Archi-
tectural Marvel: A two-level design seam-
lessly blends contemporary finishes with a 
mountain aesthetic. Grand Entryway: Step 
into the vaulted ceiling living room adorned 
with Swedish Cope logs and a striking rock gas fireplace. Expansive Deck: Access the large stone 
rock deck from the living area, where you’ll soak in views of the golf course, mountains, and valley 
below. Gourmet Kitchen: Culinary enthusiasts will appreciate custom cabinets, granite countertops, 
and top-of-the-line Wolf appliances. Master Suite: The upper-level primary suite boasts a spa-like 
bathroom and an adjacent study. Lower-Level Comfort: Three additional bedrooms with 9-foot 
ceilings offer Alderwood doorways and magnificent vistas. Entertainment Haven: The lower level 
features a spacious game room with a pool table, TV, and workout equipment. Year-Round Comfort: 
Radiant floor heat and an extra-large 1000-gallon propane tank ensure warmth during chilly days. 
Outdoor Delight: Enjoy ever-changing mountain views from the adjacent deck or cozy up by the 
stone mantel gas fireplace. Gas-Burning Fireplace: The lower level sitting area with a mini bar and 
stunning views is perfect for relaxation and entertaining family and friends. This home includes an 
adjacent parcel allowing direct access to the national forest from the front of the property so enjoy-
ing your favorite outdoor activities are just steps away. The 2-car garage has workshop hot & cold 
sink an extra - large 76-gallon water heater, water softener. Programable hot water throughout the 
home, hot & cold water outside faucet and plenty of room for storage and a workbench. There is a se-
curity system monitored by Valley Lock and Security. Land lines in most every room. Century-Link 
phone highspeed internet and Direct TV. Managed lighting and surround sound throughout the 
home and the Smart Home allows you to control from anywhere. This home is a Hole in One! One 
of a kind, designed and built providing that sense of hospitality, openness, beauty, and tranquility. 
Location Highlights: Rio Grande Club: Overlooking the 11th hole, this exclusive community offers 
golf, recreation, and natural beauty. Outdoor Paradise: Explore nearby trails, fishing spots, the Rio 
Grande River, the South Fork River and Wolf Creek Ski area. Doesn’t get any more epitome than 
this! Check out the Video. Call and schedule your private showing today! MLS#811509 - $2,350,000

NEW PRICE

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

Perfect 2.0-acre lot to build Your 
Dream Home. Luxurious Mountain 
Retreat Awaits: Build Your Dream 
Home! Nestled amidst the majestic 
peaks, this pristine lot awaits your 
architectural vision. Imagine waking 
up to panoramic vistas that stretch as 
far as the eye can see—each sunrise 
painting the sky in hues of amber 
and rose gold. Welcome to your own 
private haven, where nature’s splen-
dor meets refined living. Breathtak-
ing Views. This parcel of land boasts 
captivating views in every direction. 
Gaze upon rolling hills, snow-capped summits, and the meandering Rio Grande 
River. Whether you’re sipping morning coffee or stargazing at night, the scenery 
will leave you spellbound.  Ready for Your Vision. The canvas is blank, awaiting your 
brushstrokes. With water and sewer readily available, however you will need to secure 
your water and sewer taps. Picture a modern retreat with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
seamlessly blending indoor and outdoor spaces. Paved Road Access No rugged trails 
here—just a smooth, paved road leading to your paradise. Arrive in style. Over Two 
Acres of Possibility Spread your wings across two gently sloping sprawling acres. De-
sign your oasis—an infinity pool, terraced gardens, or perhaps a meditation pavilion. 
Outdoor Enthusiast’s Paradise For the angler’s heart, the Rio Grande River beckons. 
Cast your line, and reel in memories. Nearby, the National Forest is a playground for 
hikers, birdwatchers, and seekers of solitude. Your Winter Wonderland Awaits Just 20 
miles away, the Wolf Creek Ski Resort cradles you in its snowy embrace. Glide down 
powdery slopes, cozy up by the fire, savoring the warmth of shared stories. Your Leg-
acy Awaits This isn’t just land; it’s your legacy in the making. Generations will gather 
here, creating memories under star-studded skies. Build your dream home refuge—a 
testament to life well-lived. More pictures coming soon.  MLS#812710 - $79,900

222 La Lomita Circle • South Fork

JUST LISTED

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

Exceptional Mountain Retreat nestled within the 
prestigious gated community of Bear Creek, this 
Exquisite home at 1408 Bear Creek Circle offers 
an unparalleled blend of Elegance, Tranquility, and 
Natural beauty. With 3,882 square feet of meticu-
lously designed living space, this property is a sanc-
tuary for those seeking rest from the everyday hus-
tle. Interior Features: Entryway with Stained Glass 
Doors: The grand entrance sets the tone, welcoming 
you into a large, elegant living room complete with 
a corner fireplace and an adjacent wet bar—perfect 
for entertaining guests. Large Custom Kitchen: 
The heart of this home boasts custom alder wood 
cabinets, beautiful quartz countertops, and a butler 
pantry with built-in custom shelving and storage 
cabinets. The kitchen seamlessly leads to a spacious laundry area flooded with natural light, making 
laundry a pleasant task. Beautiful Dining Room: Accessible from the kitchen, the dining room opens 
to a spacious awe-inspiring back deck. Perfect place to enjoy that first cup of morning coffee. Stairway 
to Loft: Ascend the large staircase to the open loft—an ideal space for a game area and home office.  3 
Bedrooms: Master Bedroom (Main Floor): Flooded with ample natural light, the master bedroom pro-
vides a cozy ambiance. It features a spacious retreat with a jumbo-sized walk-in closet complete with 
custom shelving and cabinets. The master bath includes a walk-in shower and spa tub for your in-home 
spa experience. Additional 1 and a ½ Bath are Well-appointed and elegantly designed, the bathrooms 
provide comfort and convenience. Lower-Level Stairwell: Leads to an intimate family room and two 
spacious downstairs guest bedrooms. Immaculate 3-Car Garage and 1-Car Workshop: With custom 
cabinets and work benches a dream come true, providing plenty of room for all your tools and outdoor 
adventure toys.  Outdoor Delights: Bear Creek runs through this property, nature’s music to your ears. 
Mountain Views: Wake up to awe-inspiring vistas of the surrounding peaks. The ever-changing canvas 
of sunrises and sunsets will leave you breathless. Wildlife Haven: Immerse yourself in the enchanting 
wilderness. Mule deer, elk, and even the elusive black bear occasionally grace the property. Year-Round 
Adventure: Explore hundreds of miles of ATV trails right outside your door. In winter, hit the slopes at 
Wolf Creek Ski Area, just 30 minutes away. Tranquil Creekside Strolls: Meander along the community 
walking trails that follow the gentle curves of Bear Creek. Listen to the soothing sounds of water as 
you unwind. This is more than a home; it’s an invitation to embrace the rugged elegance of Colorado’s 
high country. Escape to 1408 Bear Creek Circle and discover a lifestyle where luxury meets wilderness. 
MLS# 813472 - $1,420,000

1408 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

UNDER CONTRACT

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

48 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
M o u n t a i n 
C h a r m 
- Where 
Dreams Blos-
som Nestled 
in the heart 
of South 
Fork, Col-
orado, this 
M o u n t a i n 
haven awaits 
where sim-
plicity meets 
e n c h a n t -
ment. Picture 
it: a 3-bedroom, 2-bath retreat, bathed in the golden light of the Mountains. With 1, 440 
square feet and attached large 2 car garage. This home will cradle your memories like a 
cherished heirloom. This lot steals your breath—a canvas of possibility stretching wide. 
Here, mule deer and wild turkeys play, visiting often as if drawn by whispers from the 
pines. No stern HOA rules here; just a neighborhood that nods in camaraderie. Large lot 
to grow your own garden and enjoy the existing rhubarb patch! Imagine stepping onto 
your covered front porch, the scent of freshly baked rhubarb pie dancing in the air. Yes, 
you’ll bake your own—pluck ruby-red stalks from the earth, mix them with sugar and 
secrets, and let the mountains witness your culinary magic. Paved roads with city water 
and city water & sanitation. Modern comfort wrapped in rustic allure. All this and more, 
only a short walk takes you to the Rio Grande River, its waters a silver ribbon of promise. 
Gold medal fishing awaits, and the mountains echo your joy. And when winter blankets 
the land, Wolf Creek Ski area beckons. Adventure, your faithful companion, stands at 
your doorstep. Your Dream come true, pick up the phone. Schedule your showing, and 
step into the pages of Mountain Charm. Your Adventure starts here, give me a call today! 
MLS#815494 - $367,900

JUST LISTED

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

259 Orville Way • South Fork
Idyllic Moun-
tain 4-Bedroom 
Retreat” Nestled 
within 1, 956 
square feet of me-
ticulously main-
tained living space, 
this tranquil home 
offers room for 
everyone. With 4 
bedrooms and 3 
baths, it’s a haven 
of comfort. The 
attached 2-car ga-
rage ensures con-
venience, while the back deck, adorned with a charming gazebo, 
invites relaxation and al fresco dining. As you soak in the moun-
tain vistas, enjoy the comforting shade of the ponderosa pines, 
listen to the babbling stream, and watch for glimpses of elk, deer, 
and other wildlife. The culinary kitchen is a chef ’s delight, ready 
for gourmet creations. Whether you seek a permanent residence 
or a vacation rental, create lasting memories in this idyllic set-
ting. Start living your mountain dream—call and schedule your 
showing today! MLS#815727 - $669,500

NEW LISTING

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

120 Fairway Ridge Lane • South Fork
Serenity Await in Fairway 
Glen, South Fork Ranches! 
Nestled within the coveted 
Fairway Glen subdivision, 
this 0.61-acre gem awaits 
your vision. Perched near 
the Rio Grande Club and 
Resort, it boasts an unri-
valed vantage point over-
looking Hole #11—a golfer’s 
dream come true. Imagine 
waking up to sun-kissed 
mornings, gazing across 
rolling hills and pristine 
fairways. Whether you’re 
sipping coffee on your fu-
ture deck or planning a cozy evening by the firepit, these views will steal your 
heart. All utilities stand ready at the lot line, eager to serve your dream home. 
South Fork, a haven for outdoor enthusiasts, beckons with adventure. With-
in minutes, you’ll find: Tee off at the Rio Grande Club & Resort’s 18-hole 
course, where fairways merge seamlessly with mountain vistas. Chase winter 
thrills at Wolf Creek Ski area—powder days and après-ski stories await. Lace 
up your hiking boots or hop on an ATV—the nearby trails lead to hidden 
lakes, wildflower meadows, and secret overlooks. Cast your line into the Rio 
Grande River, where trout dance and rafting adventures unfold. Don’t miss 
out! Call today to schedule a private showing. Let’s turn this canvas of land 
into your forever retreat. MLS#816135- $64,000

NEW LISTING!
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