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Tidbits

Man found deceased

on Saturday

DEL NORTE - A 74-year-old
Westminster man wasfound deceased
on Aug. 3 at Rhythms on the Rio. Law
enforcementdoesnotsuspectfoul play.

At 8:57 a.m. on Aug. 3, the
Colorado State Patrol Regional
Communications Center received
a call concerning a male who was
unconscious and not breathing at the
music event.

The Del Norte Police Department
and the Rio Grande County Sheriff’s
Office responded with the Del Norte
Ambulance and found the man was
deceased.

Body of man
recovered from
Shaw Lake

MINERALCOUNTY-According
tothe Mineral County Sherift s Office,
the body of a 53-year-old man was
recovered on July 30 after an apparent
drowningincident on July 29 at Shaw
Lake near Creede.

The identity of the man is still
being determined. He was fishing-
paddle boarding when the incident
occurred, according to the sheriff’s
office. Mineral County Sheriff Terry
Wetherillstated that details pertaining
to the incident are limited.

“We do know that he didn't have a
life preserverand thathispaddleboard
recover leash wasnot connected tohis
body,” Wetherill stated.

The body was recovered at 5 p.m.
on July 30. The recovery effort was
conducted by Mineral County Search
and Rescue, South Fork Fire Rescue,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, who
provided a Water Evidence Recovery
Craft, and the Rio Grande National
Forest.

Law enforcement and first
responders urge the public to wear
water safety devices no matter the
experience level of the individual.

“We don’t know for certain, but
a lifesaving device may have saved
this personss life, and we encourage
everyone whorecreates on our waters
to use life preserves and water safety
devices,” Wetherill stated.

Student orientation
for Mechanical

Engineers
ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY
—From Aug. 12-15 an orientation to
introduce Mechanical Engineering
students to the Adams State campus,
participateinhands-onactivitieswith
a little friendly competition, get to
know the engineering/STEM faculty
and students, familiarize students
with college expectationsisscheduled.
Contact Sarah Nollerat ASU for more

information, 719-587-7076.
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ASU and TSC sign 10 transfer agreements

Strengthens ties to better
serve students in the San

Luis Valley

By ADAMS STATE
UNIVERSITY

On Wednesday, afternoon, July 31,
President David Tandberg of Adams
State University and President Rhonda
Epper of Trinidad State College took a
bold step in solidifying 10 new transfer
agreements that will allow students to
seamlessly transfer from Trinidad State
intobachelor’s degree programsat Adams

State.

Theseagreementshavebeen overayear
inthe making. Tandbergand Epper noted
that Adams State University and Trinidad
State College are committed to improving
transfer for students.

Trinidad State is a two-year institution

Please see ASU/TSC on Page 2A

On Wednesday, July 31, President
David Tandberg, third from left, of
Adams State University and President
Rhonda Epper, second from left, of
Trinidad State College signed 10 new
transfer agreements.

Courtesy photo

Covered Wagon Days brings hundreds to Del Norte

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — The annual
Covered Wagon Day festivities
kicked off on Thursday, Aug. 2,
with the opening of Kathy’s Fabric
Trunk quilt showandarocking good
Grateful Dead cover band called
Easy Jim that played the night away
at the Del Norte Town Park.

The nextday featured a wonderful
community dinner at the High
Valley Community Center to raise
funding for local Veteran services
including a portion that goes to
the Homelake Veterans Center in
Monte Vista.

Saturday bloomed warm and
sunnyas guests wandered into town

Please see DAYS on Page 5A

Photo By Lyndsie Ferrell
The Del Norte Covered Wagon Days was a success this past weekend. Hundreds of people gathered in Del
Norte to celebrate this 52-year-old tradition and the coming harvest season in the San Luis Valley. Rio Grande
County also celebrated its 150th anniversary and Rhythms on the Rio rocked the Rio Grande just outside of
town making this one of the busiest years the town has seen in some time.

Annual Silver Thread Studio Tour is Aug. 17

CONTRIBUTED

The Creede Arts Council is proud
to be hosting the 20" annual Silver
Thread Studio Tour from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 17.

Artist locations will be along the Studios at Bristol.
Silver Thread Scenic Byway, Highway
149, beginning in the Indian Trails
neighborhood east of South Fork,

up through Creede and ending at the

available for purchase.

Artists will share ideas, answer ~ This year, South Fork artists
questions, and or perform AmandaCharlton (acrylic painting),
demonstrations for the public. Hugh Letterly (watercolor), and
Artwork will be showcased and Please see TOUR on Page 5A

The look of grand champions

Sargent Junior High
Schooler Aubrey
Naranjo, 13, has the
winning touch for
Blue Spruce 4-H. She
showed the Grand
Champion Market
Swine - a 271-pound
heavyweight dark
cross — at the San
Luis Valley Fair

on Monday night,
Aug. 5, at the Ski-Hi
Complex in Monte
Vista. It was the
second time in

her four years of

showing that she

Makenzie Consaul’s medium weight dark cross was the earned Grand Champion Market Swine at the SLV Fair; she did it as a fair rookie and
Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine of the San Luis last year she showed the Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine.

Valley Fair on Monday night.

Photos by Brian Williams

Chad Spearman ==

Looking for a mevwv AG lemnmnder™>?
Look mo furthhernr?
Chad and Lee are both lifelong farmers/ranchers and have vast experience both in the field and in the office. We have a lending team and support systems for your operation whether it's Cow/Calf, Hay, Chickens.. whatever your operation demands, we can help.

Please call us today! Chad - 719-657-4550 - Lee - 719-657-4553

www.TrueLocalBank.com FDIC Lee Crowther
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Creede Community Church marks 130th anniversary

Dedicates community
Meditation Garden Aug. 4

CONTRIBUTED

CREEDE — In honor of its 130th
anniversary on Aug. 4, the Creede
Community Church dedicated its
new Meditation Garden.

During the ceremony, the Rev.
Sarah B. Linn offered appreciation
to the trustees and to church

which has expanded its mission
to include supporting local non-
profits and neighbors in need. LAS
is celebrating its 125th anniversary
this summer.

The Congregational Church
became Creede Community
Church, UCC when it was folded
into the United Church of Christ
when the denomination was
founded in 1957.

members Stan and
Michael Tucker-
McDermott
of the Tucker-
McDermott
Foundation, who
shepherded the

The Meditation
Garden at Creede
Community
Church welcomes
anyone who could
useabreak,asunny
or shady place to

project over the
past five years.

Several members and friends of
the congregation contributed hours
of work to bring the vision to life.

The Meditation Garden is open
to the public 24 hours a day
and features picnic tables, park
benches, lovely plantlife, and “Spin/
Monarch,” an inspiring work of art
by public sculptor Joe Norman. The
sculpture was a generous gift from
an anonymous donor and serves as
the centerpiece of the garden.

Creede Community Church,
UCC began as a series of house
meetings in 1892. The original
congregation was chartered as
Creede Congregational Church on
Aug. 4, 1894.

Five years later, CCC formed the
Ladies Auxiliary to raise money to
support the church. They eventually
become what is now known as
the “Ladies Aid Society” (LAS),

rest, or a moment
of quiet reflection.

Creede
Community
Church, UCC
members
Stan and
Michael
Tucker-
McDermott
of the Tucker-
McDermott
Foundation,
shepherded
the
Medication
Garden
project.

Photo by

Brooke Ashley
Photography

MembersoftheCreedeCommunity
Church, UCC celebrated its 130th
anniversary on Aug. 4. Creede
Community Church’s Meditation
Garden feature the sculpture -
Spin/Monarch - by Joe Norman

as its centerpiece.

AS U/.r S C Continued from Page 1A e —

with campuses in Trinidad and
Alamosa (Valley Campus), that offers
general arts and science associate’s
degrees, applied career and technical
degrees and select applied bachelor’s
degrees.

The Valley Campus offers primarily
career and technical programs.

Adams State holds both a two-
year and four-year mission, and also
offers graduate programs in select
disciplines.

Bothinstitutionsare vital resources
for the citizens of the San Luis
Valley. The two institutions, together,
provide an avenue to social mobility,
better paying jobs, and educational
opportunities.

The agreements signed July 31
were initiated through a year-long
series of workshops sponsored by
the Aspen Institute’s Community
College Excellence Program and
the American Association of State
College and Universities. Trinidad
State and Adams State staff attended
these workshops together, which
culminated in a Strategic Transfer
Excellence Plan, and ultimately, these
ten agreements.

Said President Epper, “Many of

our students are first-generation
students whose families have no
knowledge or understanding of how
higher education works. These new
transfer pathways make it possible
for students to get a solid footing at
Trinidad State, then reach higher to
earn a bachelor’s degree at Adams
State”

President Tandberg added, “These
transfer degree plans allow us
to guide students through their
higher education journey and into
meaningful careers”

Both institutions will provide
supportive “wrap-around” services,
bothacademicand financial, to ensure
students are able to successfully
transfer and complete their programs.
The 10 agreements signed include:

* Trinidad State Associate
of Applied Science in Medical
Assisting toAdams State Bachelor
of Arts in Public Health

o Trinidad State Associate of Arts
in Communications to Adams State
Bachelor of Artsin Communications
and Media Studies

o Trinidad State Associate of Arts
in Exercise Science to Adams State
Kinesiology: Sport and Exercise

Studies

« Trinidad State Associate of Arts
in Exercise Science to Adams State
Kinesiology: Sport and Recreation
Management

o Trinidad State Associate of
Applied Science in Law Enforcement
to Adams State Bachelor of Arts in
Business Administration: General
Business

o Trinidad State Associate of
Applied Science in Law Enforcement
to Adams State Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology: Criminology

o Trinidad State Associate of
Applied Science in Medical Assisting
to Adams State Bachelor of Arts in
Business Administration: General
Business

o Trinidad State Associate of
Applied Science in Medical Assisting
to Adams State Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration: Healthcare
Administration

« Trinidad State Associate of Arts
in Theatre to Adams State Bachelor
of Arts in Theatre

o Trinidad State Associate of
Applied Science in Technical Theater
to Adams State Bachelor of Arts in
Theatre

Valley celebrates Alamosa
Rural Training Track
Residents’ Graduation!

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA
Valley-Wide Health
Systems announced
that the Alamosa Rural
Training Track (RTT)
Residency Program
had its sixth graduation
ceremony in late-June
honoring Dr. Tysen
Nickleand Dr. Elizabeth
Wolfe-Meyer.

The mission of
the Alamosa RTT
Residency Program
is to provide medical
education and training
for Family Medicine
Residents in an accredited residency program while they live and work
in a rural community.

Training begins with the internship year at St. Mary-Corwin Medical
Center in Pueblo, and the next two years are spent in Alamosa. The
residency program is integrated with Valley-Wide Health Systems for
primary care and with the SLV Health hospital for specialty rotations.

Dr. Tammy Gregg, Valley-Wide Family Medicine Physician and RT T Site
Director noted “Dr. Wolfe-Meyer will be returning home to take care of
her neighbors growing up, the epitome of Family Practice, treating them
with care, humility and excellence. Dr. Nickle will continue to further
his studies and increase his skills to provide excellent care in the future”

Dr. Nickle hasaccepted an OMM Fellowship with Rocky Vista University.
Dr. Wolfe-Meyer is going to a rural family practice clinic in Kansas.

The residents awarded “Preceptor of the Year” to Dr. Richard Snider
from SLV Health.

Dr. Snider commented, “I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity
to work with such a talented and committed group of residents here at
SLV Health. Their hard work and dedication to providing high quality
care will benefit patients for decades to come.”

For more information on the program, call 719-589-3658 or visit
valley-widehealth.org.

Courtesy photo
From left, Alamosa Rural Training Track (RTT)
Residency Program graduating resident, Dr.
Elizabeth Wolfe-Meyer; Dr. Tammy Gregg,
AlamosaRTT Residency Program Site Director;
graduating resident Dr. Tysen Nickle; and Dr.
Allison Peddle, Residency Preceptor.

Consignment Auction -
Small Animals

4:30 p.m. » Aug. 30

8037 S. County Road 2E
Contact Eddie Miller 719-849-8063
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

Let the eating begin

Today Miss Trixie left for Texas
to attend the funeral of a dear
friend to us both. I would have
gone along but Cooper the dog is
very sick and so I am holding him
24-7 and praying. That’s all I can
do at this point.

Butanyway, Miss Trixie actually
caught a ride down to Texas with
some friends who were going to
the same funeral and so she had
good company on the way and will
return the same way.

Or Dutch sure hated to miss the
funeral as there is nothing quite
like a Texas send off. T have been to
several and it’s more of a gathering
of 300 to 600 closest friends who
all sitaround and tell stories about
the dearly departed and smile and
laugh. And that’s notall thatoccurs
there. I am not talking about the
reading of the will, but [am talking
about the after-funeral brunch that
is served Texas style.

I have read about the ancient
Egyptians and other societies
enclosing food in the sarcophagus
for the departed to take on their
otherworldly trip. But the first time
I attended a funeral in the South, I
soon found out that all the women
bring food for those of us who were
left behind and quantities enough
to last several lifetimes as leftovers
in the fridge.

Theylaid outaspread that would
make any cruise ship buffet pale
in embarrassment for their lack.
You have the obligatory fried
chicken, BBQ beef, meatloaf,
roasts, ham and of course, who
can forget the always present Little
Smokies weenies in a rich red
sauce. There are salads of every
kind and quantity including Jello
salads, pea salads, lettuce salads,
tomato salads, cucumber salads
and more spread out like King
Solomon’s table.

With a plate quickly filling I
have to decide if I have room for
potatoes-sweet, mashed, fried,
scalloped or baked. And then just
when OI’ Dutch thinks his plate
cannothold anotheritem Ispotthe
pastas including cold pasta salad,
spaghetti, shells, and the southern
staple, mac and cheese.

Now some of you might say that
a person does not have to sample
each item butlet me tell you, if you
do not, be prepared to answer as
to why youdidn't try Aunt Mable’s
taters or Grandma Jeans pea salad.
It’sjust easier to make roominyour
stomach than to have to have that
conversation.

Finally finding a place to sit I
try to eat the food I got but it’s
difficult to do as there are people
all around you asking questions

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

about you kids, parents, aunts,
uncles, preacher, wife, husband all
in an attempt to see how you are
somehow related to every single
person in the hall.

Butfinally, you get the food down
and push back from the tableabit to
give yourselfroom to breathe when
low and behold Sister Sally from
the First Baptist arrives with pie
and insists that you try her special
recipe. So of course, not wanting
to offend anyone, especially at a
funeral, I acceptthe tall, sweet treat
and make a go at consuming it.

At this point OI' Dutch begins
to notice that the food seems to be
going down a lot faster and easier
aslam caughtupinaconversation
about Aunt Flo or Uncle Jerry and
soon you find yourself standing
in the dessert line looking at
brownies, cakes, pies, ice cream,
frozen concoctions and the ever
present southern banana cream
pudding with those cheap vanilla
wafers inserted into the bowl.

Somehow the eating finally comes
to an end and if you are from the
North country like OI' Dutch, you
assume this shindigis going to wind
down. How mistaken can one be?

For now, what follows is hours of
reminiscing about the Wilsonsand
allthe other names of the areaall of
which make not one bit of sense to
O’ Dutch. But finally, once again
having settled all the old business
of who belongs to who, the people
begin to filter off towards home
in the afternoon heat to resume
waiting for the next kin or friend
to pass to the great beyond.

So here is to Uncle Si, our
friend who has passed over to the
great beyond. May he find yard
sales at every turn and deals of a
miraculous nature.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com or on
Twitter at TroutRepublic.

Coal continues its precipitous decline

The coal mining industry reacted
with outrage when the Bureau of Land
Management recently announced
plans to stop issuing new coal leases
on the eastern plains of Wyoming
and Montana.

From its headquarters in
Washington, D.C., the National
Mining Association predicted “a
severe economic blow to mining
states and communities,” while the
industry’s political allies likened
the move to declaring “war” on coal
communities.

The truth is that coal has been
steadilyfallingfromitspastdominance
asenergyking for nearly two decades.
Domestic coal consumption dropped
to 512 million tons in 2022, down 55
percent since its 2007 peak.

With the downward trajectory
expected to continue, the Biden
administration’s decision to end coal
leasing in the Powder River Basin —

Photo courtesy of Powder River Basin Resource Council
Coal mining in Wyoming’s Powder River Basin.

coal to keep operating until 2060.
Taken together, economic effects

the nation’s largest

related to ending

coal-producing
region — reflects
clearmarkettrends.
And far from
killing coal, the
administration’s
plan allows mining
to continue as the
markettransitions.

Billions of tons
of previously
leased federal coal

new coal leasing in
the Powder River
Basin may not be
felt until the 2040s
and beyond.

Coal companies
are well aware
that U.S. energy
markets have
rapidly changed,
a fact they soberly
tell investors:

remain available | \Writers on the Range | ~Over the last few
for mining from bv Kevin Kirkpatrick years, customers
270 tracts across y Revin Rirkpatric have shifted to

the nation, which

combined cover an area larger than
Rocky Mountain National Park.
One Montana mine has enough

long-term supply
agreements with shorter durations,
driven by the reduced utilization of
(coal) plants and plant retirements,

fluidity of natural gas pricing and the
increased use of renewable energy
sources,” Wyoming’s largest coal
producer, Peabody Energy, disclosed
in its 2023 financial filing.

Even with declining markets,
the Biden administration did not
come to the decision on its own.
Arguing that BLM’s past reviews
of coal’s contributions to climate
change were inadequate, a coalition
of environmental groups sued the
government and won. That forced the
agency to revisit whether more coal
leasing was warranted.

“For decades, mining has affected
public health, our local land, air,
and water, and the global climate,”
said Lynne Huskinson, a retired coal
miner. She’s a member of the Powder
River Basin Resource Council, a

Please see COAL on Page 5A

LETTERS

Vote no and let CPW manage
mountain lion, bobcat and lynx

Editor,

Voters in November will again be
asked tobecomebiologistsand decide
ifallhuntingof mountainlion, bobcat,
andlynxshould be forever prohibited.
Ifyouwantthe prosat Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, many of whom hold
advanced degrees in wildlife biology,
to manage these cat species, then you
should vote no! If you want credible
science to guide wildlife management
decisions, then you should vote no!
If you want wildlife management
policiesand regulation tobe overseen
by the Wildlife Commission, a citizen
board appointed by the governor
and designed to be apolitical and
responsive to broad community
interests, then you should vote no!

The proponents of this issue (Prop
91) tell youitisabout protecting these
cats. Itisnot! They will tell you it will

stop hunting them just as trophies. It
doesnot! It will ban all hunting. They
will tell you it will stop the inhumane
ways of hunting them. It will ban all
hunting.

Some facts: Lynx are already
protected by the very agency that
brought them back. Lynx occupy
much higher elevations than where
bobcat are hunted and there are
regulations to exclude huntingbobcat
above certain elevations.

Hunters who kill lions must take
care of the meat just like hunters
must do with other big game like
deer or elk. It is illegal to kill a
lion just for a trophy. That word
is included in the ballot issue to
deceive you or to tug on you for
an emotional response. There are
many times more lions in Colorado
now than before 1965 when they

were declared big game animals and
regulated hunting was begun. There
is no credible science that can show
regulated hunting is a threat to lion
or bobcat populations.

There are scientifically developed
management guidelines that are
evaluated every year in order to
determine if harvest objectives for
lions and bobcats are being achieved.
Analysisis conducted by professional
wildlife scientists and managers with
decades of experience.

I know these things because I was
Colorado’s carnivore biologist for the
last 17 years of my career and L helped
frame the management guidelines
that CPW pros have improved greatly
upon since I retired. Please vote no
on this November ballot issue.

Jerry Apker
Monte Vista
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Creede Rock and Mineral Show draws treasure seekers

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE — The Creede and
Mineral County Underground
Community Center was packed wall
to wall with booths for the annual
Creede Rockand Mineral Show this
past weekend.

People from all over the country
perused the many booths seeking
out treasures and learned new and
wonderful things about all the
different rocks and minerals on
display.

Rockhoundsofall ages were there
to enjoy three full days ofhomemade
crafts, jewelry, handcrafted rock,
mineral displays, and much more.
One local Valley resident has been
coming to the show for over 30
years and had this to say, “We come
up every year and every year there
is always something new to find or
something great to learn from some
of the vendors. These people are
adventurers, and they have some
amazing stories to tell”

From sourcing material above
12,000 feet to finding a rare mineral
or geminadesert plain, rockhounds
seek their treasure anywhere. This
combined with unmatched artistic
talent, the vendors that grace the
halls of the community center are
unique in their own way.

The evening program for this
year’s event featured local geologist
Rhonda Foale who spoke about the
geology of Creede, specifically the
ancient volcanos that formed the
area and the rock and minerals
that can be found there. Creede is
best known for its silver and the
famous Sowbelly Agate, comprised
of amethyst and other minerals
unique to the area.

precious metal it was pulling out of
the mountains surrounding the area
and when the boom ended abruptly
in the mid-1980s the town turned
to tourism to support its continued
growth and survival.

One story out of the past came
from one man who ventured to
the Creede area seeking fame and
fortune. Ralph Granger In 1889,
Granger headed out looking for his
wealth stating that this was the last
time he would go out to try and find
gold or silver.

It was announced in the Jan. 5,
1889, San Juan Prospector that
Granger and his partner had
purchased and opened a grocery
store and butcher shop along the
main street of Del Norte, but it was
his adventures in the spring of that
year that would change the course
of history for many and create the
mine that has become a tourist hot
spot today.

According to the newspaper of
1889, Granger sold his half of the
business to his partner and began
the rigorous process of searching
for gold and striking it rich. During
this time, Del Norte was booming,
and the gold was coming from
Summitville by the bucket loads.
Everyone was seeking a piece of the
rich ore that was just waiting to be
found, and Granger was one that
wanted a piece of that pie.

He looked for two years and
after coming to the very last of his
resources and funding, his family
in near shambles, Granger struck
it rich. He named the mine for
exactly what it was, his last chance
and to this day, the mine continues
to produce treasures untold. For

The annual Creede Rock and Mineral Show in Creede had more than 40 vendors packed into the halls of the Creede
and Mineral County Underground Community Center.

Creede is the result of one of
the largest volcanic eruptions
in earth’s history according to
geological studies done by several

new owner Jack Morris, the Last
Chance Mine has turned into a once
in a lifetime opportunity and he is
happy to share it with the public

every day.

This is just one tale of many that
surround thelonghistory of Creede
and only one of many that is shared
among rockhounds that get their
blood roaring to seek those treasures
on their own.

For more information or a full
schedule of coming events in
Creede, visit www.creede.com.

experts. The La Garita Caldera was
formed around the Creede area that
happened an estimated between 40
and 18 million years ago.

Silver was discovered in Creede
135 years ago in 1889 and with the
discovery, the story of the town
was born. Like many communities
throughout Colorado, Creede was
one that depended solely on the

Talk About
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Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell
Rockhounds from all over the country came to see the
many specimens offered by these adventurous folks
and to learn about geological formations from around
the Creede area.

The Dangers of Doubt

God loves boldness and He wants
us to be confident of His love for us.
He wants us to know without a doubt
that we are made right with Him
through the sacrifice Jesus made for
us on the cross—especially on those
days when we feel unworthy of His
love.

To live boldly means that were
willing to step out in faith to try new
things and pursue our God-given
dreams and passions without letting
the fear of doubt overshadow our
faith.

Doubt is a fear that can bring a lot
of confusion: Did I make the right
decision? I don't know. Maybe I
did. Well, maybe I didn’t. We can go
back and fortﬁ like that in our heads
forever. But I've found that when 'm
confused, it’s better to stop, turn off
my brain, and just look at what’s in my
heart—not for what I think I should
do, but what I believe I should do.

Sometimes it becomes very clear
what God wants us to do; other times
it’s less obvious. But before you jump
ahead, give God a chance to speak to
your heart.

James 1:5-6 (AMP) says, “If any
of you lacks wisdom [to guide him
through a decision or circumstance],
he is to ask of [our benevolent] God,
who gives to everyone generously and
without rebuke or blame, and it will
be given to him. But he must ask [for
wisdom] in faith, without doubting
[God’s willingness to help], for the
one who doubts is like a billowing
surge of the sea that is blown about
and tossed by the wind?”

I hope that you noticed it says, “If
any of you” need wisdom. God isn’t
looking for perfect people; they don’t
exist. So, no matter where you are,
God wants to help you! Isn’t that good
news?

God will never leave you or forsake
you, and He will always remain
faithful to His Word. All you have to
do is ask and receive, dismissing the
doubts that set themselves up against
His Word. If you can do that, there’s

no telling what God will make happen
in your life!

Romans 4 gives a wonderful
account of the story of Abraham, one
of the great heroes of faith. Verses
18-19 say, “In hope against hope
Abraham believed that he would
become a father of many nations, as
he had been promised [g God]: ‘So
[numberless] shall your descendants
be’ Without becoming weak in faith
he considered his own body, now as
good as dead [for producing children]
since he was about a hundred years
old, and [he considered] the deadness
of Sarah’s womb” (AMP).

Abraham considered the facts.
But he still believed God was greater.
Verse 20 says, “But he did not doubt
or waver in unbelief concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong
and empowered by faith, giving glory
to God” (AMP).

Instead of relying only on what we
see around us, you and I can choose
to believe God’s Word. And we can
open our mouths to speak words of
thanks, like this:

“God, I remember the good things
You've done for me and how You've
been faithful to those who've trusted
in You through the ages. I'm giving
You praise today because I know
You'll always be faithful”

Like Abraham, we all have times of
waiting that God uses to test and stretch
our faith. But He promises to work all
things out for the good of those who
love Him and are called according to
His purpose (Romans 8:28).

Honestly, if we can keep a good
attitude throughout the process, our
wait time might be shorter than it
would be if we decided wed rather
murmur and complain. God wants to
use the challenges we experience to
draw us closer to Him so that when
our prayer is finally answered, and
our day of breakthrough comes, we’ll
be stronger in our faith and able to
withstand any opposition that comes
against us.

Hebrews 10:36 (AMP) says, “For

gou have need of patient endurance [to
ear up under difficult circumstances
without compromising], so that when
you have carried out the will of God,
you may receive and enjoy to the full
what is promised”

It takes boldness to believe God’s
promises are for you and not just for
everyone else. It takes boldness to
cling to His promises when the world
around you says, It will never happen!
And it takes boldness to step out in
faith and try something new. But be
encouraged. God isnt concerned
about you making mistakes. He
knows youre not perfect and He
wants to give you His wisdom and
strength to do everything He’s put in
your heart.

So, stop doubting and step out
in faith...and believe God can do
something amazing in you and
through you. He wants to see boldness
in you!

For more on this topic, order
Joyces  four-part teaching resource
Overcoming Fear with Faith. You
can also contact us to receive our free
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life,
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She
has authored more than 140 books,
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE
MIND and OVERCOMING EVERY
PROBLEM (FaithWords). She hosts
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TV programs, which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective
authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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Blood drive
scheduled for South

Fork on

CONTRIBUTED

SOUTH FORK BLOOD DRIVE
— There will be a Valley Blood Drive
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 10, at the South Fork
Community Building. This is open
to anyone.

Blood donation has a monumental
impact on the lives of people across
the country and locally, according
to organizers. Because of the hot
temperatures across the US and
in Colorado, New Mexico, and
surroundingareasalot ofblood drives
have been cancelled and the need for
blood is greater than ever.

Did you know you can give one
super powered blood donation - a
Power Red - that may have the same
impact as two regular donations? A
Power Red donationisaconcentrated
donation of red blood cells - the most

Aug. 10

needed blood component by hospital
patients. Not everyone qualifies to
make this donation but as an eligible
type O, A negative or B negative donor,
this may be ideal, organizers stated.

Blood is drawn through special
equipment that separatesand collects
two units of red cells, then safely
returns the other blood components
of platelets, plasma, plus some
hydrating fluid (saline), back to the
donor. Compared to a regular blood
donation, people may even feel more
hydrated, organizers stated. This is
as safe as a regular blood donation.

To donate, sign up now at www.
bloodhero.com, use sponsor
code southfork, or contact Karen
Miller at 720-313-4834 or email
mkmillermink@aol.com. Donors
will need to bring identification and
or donor cards.

S H OW Continued from Page 1A ——

Darlene Danko (textile
arts) will be showing out
of their home studios.

In Creede, artists
Jennifer Inge (jewelry)
and David Montgomery
(oil painting) will be stops
4 and 5 at Rare Things,
Too gallery on Main Street.
Textural acrylic painter
Colleen DeSanto will be
showing out of her home
studio in Creede. Carol

Jones (quilting), David
Robinson (metalwork) and
Jody Stroh (fused glass) are
stops 7, 8 and 9.

Courtesy photo

Theartworkof painter David Montgomerywillbe
part of the Silver Thread Studio Tour on Aug. 17.

Ten artists from the Studios at Bristol will be participating this year. Kathy
Barnard (handblown glass), Mary Jo Depriest (handmade accessories),
Joni Franks (childrens books), Teri Inman (clothing design), Kyle Inman
(photography), Brielle Killip (western-inspired fashion), Kathy Killip
(jewelry), Cathy Ledeker (watercolor), Ken Orr (ceramics), and Rocky Wilson
(woodworking) will all be presentat the Studios at Bristol to discuss their work.

This year, the Creede Musical Arts Collective will be performing concerts
along the Studio Tour route, schedule TBA soon. For questions or more
information, e-mail creedearts@outlook.com or call the CAC at 719-658-
0312. The entire Studio Tour map and artist lineup can be found at www.
creedeartscouncil.com/silver-thread-studio-tour.

C OA L Continued from Page 3A m—

Wyominglandowners’ group that was
among the plaintiffs.

Now, she said, “we look forward
to BLM working with state and local
partners to ensure a just economic
transition for the Powder River Basinas
we move toward a clean energy future”

Huskinson lives in Gillette, Wyo.,
where a dozen highly mechanized
strip mines sprawl across the
grasslands of the Powder River Basin.
The Wyoming minesalone produce40
percent of U.S. coal while employing
less than 10 percent of the nation’s
44,000 coal workers.

The Basin’s mines have leased 8
billion tons of federal coal since the
1990s, a cheap and plentiful supply
for the industry. The leasing process
allows companies to nominate desired
tracts, and then bid with little or no
competition. Winning bidders often
pay less than $1 a ton for coal, plus
a nominal annual rent and a royalty
after final sale.

There is little question that leasing
helpedlaunch and sustain the region’s
energyboom. Butin his 2022 decision,
Judge Brian Morris of the Federal
District Court of Montana cast his
eye toward the future. Morris wrote
that federal law required BLM to
consider “long-term needs of future
oenerations” thatincluded “recreation.

range, timber, minerals, watershed,
wildlife and fish, and natural scenic,
scientific, and historical values.”
Thejudgealso gave the federal agency
an out: “Coal mining represents a
potentially allowable use of public
lands, but BLM is not required to
lease public lands.”

Morris’ words cleared the way for
BLM to stop leasing, a decision that
dovetails with a Colorado College
poll that found most residents in eight
Rocky Mountain states — including
Wyoming and Montana — want
Congress to prioritize conservation
over energy development on public
lands.

The legal wrangling will likely
continue, with the BLM reviewing
protests from the coalindustryand its
political allies thatlay the groundwork
for more lawsuits. For now, though,
it seems the Biden administration’s
decision to keep coal in the ground
not only follows the market and the
law, but public opinion, too.

Peter Gartrell is a contributor to
Writersonthe Range, writersontherange.
org, anindependent nonprofit dedicated
to spurring lively conversation about the
West. He is a consultant in Washington,
D.C., and covered coal leasing issues as
a iournalist and coneressional staffer.

DAYS Continued from Page 1A m———_———————————————

in the early morning to catch the
start of the Bees Knees 5K walk and
run. About 50 participants gathered
outside the High Valley Community
Center to begin the race which took
participants around the Lookout
Mountainloop, down through town
and back to the center.

For those up early to cheer on the
runners, Val Alto held its annual
pancake breakfast beginning at
7 a.m. and running through the
morning until there was nothingleft.
This event has been a staple of Del
Norte since the inception of Covered
Wagon Days in 1972 and is one that
people look forward to every year.
Proceeds from this event go towards
funding other local events and other
community projects.

The fun did not stop there as
more people ventured into town
for the start of the Del Norte Public
Library Book Sale. The event is the
only fundraiser that the library
hosts each year and helps bring in
much needed funding that is used
toenhanceservicesatthelibrary for
the community. This year the event
was moved across the street from the
library to the Rio Grande County
Museum because of the sidewalk
work that is being completed
throughout town.

Though the lack of sidewalks was
ahinderance for the northern side of
the street, it did not stop hundreds of
people from flocking to town to catch
the annual Covered Wagon Days
parade. Grande Avenue was lined
with people ofall ages in preparation
for the coming festivities and the
start of the parade featured this year’s
Parade Marshal - Rio Grande County
Clerk Cindy Hill.

Hill and her husband were the

head of the Covered Wagon Days
committee for several years and the
community cheered as she drove
by sitting in a covered wagon that
was being pulled by Rio Grande
County Sheriff Anne Robinson and
Rio Grande County Commissioner
Gene Glover. Rio Grande County
is celebrating its 150th anniversary
this year.

The rest of the parade featured
local organizations such as the local
Pee Wee Cheer Squad who won the
Best Kid parade entry, a group of
calvary soldiers with Rio Grande
County who won the Best Animal
Entry and local resident Loni Fuch
who won the Best Motorized Entry.
The Best Theme award went to

Photos By Lyndsie Ferrell
This year’s Parade Marshall was Rio
Grande County Clerk Cindy Hill.
Hillhashelped with Covered Wagon
Days for many years and this year
was honored by the town for her
continued service to the community
and Rio Grande County.

Fuller Electric for their float that
featured Wanted posters for the
entire team, perfectly capturing this
year’s theme of “The Good, The Bad,
and The Ugly”

The weekend was a great success
with the annual car show and
festivities down at Del Norte Town
Park, Rhythms on the Rio rocking
the Rio Grande just outside of town
and the annual Kent Rominger
Fly-in breakfast that was followed
by church services and a barbecue
lunch at the park on Sunday.
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Statewide COVID cases shot up in July

Similar trend in
Alamosa County

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Just when the topic
of COVID seemed like a thing of the
past, recent numbers reported by the
Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment (CDPHE) show that it is still
with us.

The year 2024 began with a sobering 3,306
cases reported statewide. But then numbers
started decreasing and kept on a downward
trend through the first half of the year,
reaching a low of less than 500 cases by the
end of April.

That trend has now reversed, starting
slowly at first and then picking up steam with
cases increasingly on therise. July showed the
sharpest increase all year as numbers soared
from 1,407 statewide in the last week of June
to 2,319 in the last week of July.

Beverly Strnad, R.N. and interim director
of Alamosa County Public Health, confirmed
with the Valley Courier that the same trend
hasbeen happeningin Alamosa but was quick
to add that the first week of August showed
numbers dropping again.

When asked if she could provide a specific
number about how many positive cases have
been confirmed in Alamosa County, Strnad
was reluctant, and her reasoning made sense.

“We have seen the numbers of COVID-19
cases in Alamosa County increase since July
1, which is quite similar to state data but
any specific number I could give you has
no context,” she said. “The only numbers we
can track are those where someone has been
hospitalized or hasbeen to a doctor and their
tests have been sent off to a lab.

“Now that home tests are so readily
available, people are testing at home.

Sometimes they can get false negatives.
Sometimes, they’ll test positive, but they
don’t feel sick enough to go to the doctor.
Or sometimes, people feel sick but assume
it’s a cold or allergies and don’t test, at all.
So, quoting any number would just be the
cases we know about, not how many cases
there actually are”

At the moment, there is no indication that
any efforts to address increasing numbers of
COVID cases will be made on a Valley-wide
basis, although itappears that other counties
are seeing an increase, as well.

Duringan All Hazards meeting on Monday,
Paul Wertz, R.N., M.S.N. and director of
Costilla County Public Health echoed what
Strnad told the Courier.

“There has been a small uptick in the
number of cases in Costilla County,” he told
the Courier, “but not much serious illness.”

Strnad also said those familiar with the
virus are not surprised by the increase, as
the same trend was observed in July of last
year. That trend showed significantly fewer
numbers than what current graphs show.

With students returning to school, Strnad
mentioned safeguards that people should
consider taking to minimize their risk
of catching the virus and answered a few
questions put to her by the Valley Courier.

What are everyday actions to prevent
COVID-19?

Stay up to date with vaccines. The next
vaccine is scheduled to be released to the
public sometime in the fall.

Practicegood hygiene such as covering your
coughs and sneezes, washing or sanitizing
hands often and cleaning frequently touched
surfaces. Take steps for cleaner air, such
as bringing in fresh outside air, purifying
indoor air, or gathering outdoors. When you
may have a respiratory virus use precautions
to prevent spread and seek health care
evaluation and treatment as appropriate

She also added that, since March 2024,
COVID-19 guidance aligns with guidance for
otherrespiratory viruses, such as fluand RSV.

When asked what should a person do if
they test positive for COVID-19, Strnad said
steps to prevent spreading the virus include
staying at home and away from others,
covering coughs and sneezes and washing
hands frequently.

People are advised to ask their health care
provider about medicine as soon as possible.

“Medicine for COVID-19 works best if it’s
taken within a few days of when you first felt
symptoms or tested positive. It’s important
to get medicine fast to lower your risk of
serious illness,” she says.

She also advised people with risk factors
to seek health care for treatment. Generally,
people at higher risk of severe illness from
respiratory viruses are older adults, young
children, people with compromised immune
systems, people with disabilities, and
pregnant people.

Finally, if someone has the virus, it is
imperative that they tell those they live with
or have spent time with in the past five days.
Thisis especiallyimportantiftheyareathigh
risk of severe illness.

“You can go back to your normal activities
when your symptoms have gotten better
overall and you have not had a fever without
taking fever-reducing medication for atleast
24 hours,” she says. “Take precautions over
the following five days, such as limiting
contact with others and wearing a mask over
your nose and mouth when around others
and when in public. If you develop a fever or
start to feel worse, again stay home and away
from others and follow the above guidelines”

Finally, what should a person do if they
test negative for COVID-19?

“The rapid at-home tests you can buy
at a pharmacy or grocery store are usually
accurate, butit’s possible for an antigen test to

Graph from CDPHE showing trends in the numbers of
cases since the first week of 2024,

Graph from CDPHE showing more recent data on
hospitalizations in Colorado.

give you a negative result when you actually
do have COVID-19.

A negative COVID-19 test means the test
did not detect the virus, but this doesn’t
rule out that you could have an infection.
You may want to repeat the test in 48 hours.
If you have symptoms, you may want to see
a provider for testing. You should also take
action to help protect others from health
risks caused by respiratory viruses.”

Strnad wrapped up the conversation by
repeating what many have said, as well.
COVID likely isn’t going anywhere and will
eventually be viewed as a sickness to guard
against, much like the flu.
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Victim identified in
Thursday fatal shooting

Suspect
Chavez is
in custody

By PRISCILLA
WAGGONER

ALAMOSA —Theman
who died of fatal gunshot
wounds sustained on
Thursday evening in the
area of 17th and State
Avenue in Alamosa has
beenidentified as44-year-
old Enrique Parra of
Alamosa.

The identification was
made and released to
the public by Alamosa
County Coroner Joe
Dzuris. Dzuris further
stated the manner in Courtesy photo

which Parra died was Larry Chavez of Alamosa was arrested in

homicide. Santa Fe, N.M., on suspicion of second-degree
Ashasbeenreportedin  murder, robbery and theft.

the Valley Courier, shortly

after 6 p.m. on Thursday, officers with the Alamosa Police Department (APD)
were dispatched to a report of shots being fired. Upon arrival at the scene,
officers found Parra who had been shot and immediately started life-saving
measures. Upon being transported to the San Luis Valley Health Regional
Medical Center, Parra was pronounced deceased.

On Friday, the suspect Larry Chavez, 33, of Alamosa, was taken into
custody in Santa Fe, N.M., and charged with second-degree murder, theft.
APD Chief George Dingfelder credited the U.S. Marshals and the Santa Fe
County Sherift’s Office with the arrest.

Earlier on Thursday, deputies from the Alamosa County Sheriff’s
Office responded to a shooting north of Alamosa where a suspect fired
a shot, but no one was injured. APD had considered Chavez a person of
interest in that shooting, but no further information on that incident is
known at this time.

New law impacts
processes for Concealed
Weapons Permit

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The office of
Alamosa County Sheriff Robert
Jackson (ACSO) released a
notice that the Colorado House
of Representatives passed new
legislation, HB 24-1174, which
will impact individuals seeking a
new Concealed Weapons Permit
(CCW). It will also impact people
looking to renew their current
CCW permitand certified firearms
instructors providing training to
CCW applicants.

According to information in
the notice from ACSO, this new
legislation introduces stricter
guidelines for first-time applicants,
detailing the required type of
training, who can provide it, and
where it must be completed. For
those renewing their CCW permit,
a mandatory refresher course
is now part of the application
process. Certified instructors must
follow new guidelines, including
verification of their credentials by
the sheriff of the county where they
provide instruction.

Additional parts of this bill affect
the process, so it is essential for all
involved to read HB 24-1174 as

soon as possible.

Due to some confusionregarding
thelanguage and initiation timeline
ofvariouspartsofthebill,the County
Sheriffs of Colorado is working on
creating specific guidelines for
all sheriffs across Colorado to
follow. This information will be
distributed to residents as soon
as it is available. In the meantime,
please familiarize yourself with this
new legislation.

Additionally, HB 24-1348, which
addresses unattended firearms
in unoccupied vehicles, has been
passed and will go into effect on
Jan. 1, 2025.

This legislation requires
handguns in unattended vehicles
to be stored in hard-sided, locked
storage that is permanently
mounted in the vehicle. It also
mandates locking devices for any
other unoccupied weapons, such
as rifles, stored in a soft case in
the vehicle. There are exceptions
to some of these requirements, so
it is crucial to familiarize yourself
with HB 24-1348.

HB24-1174 can be read in its
entirety by going to https://leg.
colorado.gov/bills/hb24-1174.

Find us on Facebook at

ity fcebook comValyPublising
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Colorado Master
Gardener program
accepting applications

CONTRIBUTED

Do youlove gardening? Whether
you are a person doing your own
backyard gardening or someone
who doesit foraliving, the Colorado
Master Gardener program may
be for you. The Colorado Master
Gardener
program is
where you
learn in-
depth about
gardening in
Colorado. The
12 gardening
classesinclude
vegetable
gardening,
tree care,
diagnosing
problems, weed control, plant
pathology, soils and some time
spent on mountain gardening. The
program will be taught totally on-
line, starting November 2024 and
going through March 2025.

Getting signed up is a two-step
process, first applying, and then
after being accepted, registering.

The first step is to apply now,
between Aug. 1 and Aug. 30, at
ColoradoMasterGardener.org or go
to https://cmg.extension.colostate.
edu/about/become-a-colorado-
master-gardener-2/ . The second
step, once your application hasbeen
accepted, is you will be sent a link
to register and pay.

Youhave the option of two different
program tracks. The first is the
volunteer track. If a person has time
and interest to volunteer to teach
horticulture and gardening to others
in our community, and to develop
an ongoing relationship with other
Master Gardeners, they can take
the class for a much-reduced fee
of $200. With the reduced fee, the
volunteer agrees to provide 50 hours
of volunteer time back to Colorado

State University, in the San Luis
Valley community, through the
local Extension office after they have
completed the classes. As is required
of all Colorado State University
volunteers, a background check
and reference checks are required.
After the
background
check is
completed,
you can
register and
pay for the
course.

N o ¢t
interested in
volunteering?
The second
track is the

non-volunteer track, called the
Colorado Gardener Certificate.
This is more for the person who just
wants to increase their knowledge
for themselves. Those who choose
this program are not required
to volunteer and will not join in
with the ongoing Master Gardener
group. This track is simpler to get
signed up. There is no application
or background checkrequired, only
registration. Registration for this
track opens Aug. 19, and the fee is
$545. Thereisasavings for early bird
registration completed by Sept. 30.
For the volunteer track, the
application period opens Aug. 1 and
closes Aug. 30, and the first step is to
apply right now. There are a limited
number of scholarships available
which cover part of the fee. You
can learn more and apply online at
ColoradoMasterGardener.org. You
canalsolearn more fromthe SLV Area
Extension Office by calling, emailing,
or stopping in at 1899 East Hwy. 160,
Monte Vista; phone 719-852-7381;
email Larry Brown at L.Brown@
colostate.edu or Jennifer Vandiver at
Jennifer.Norris@colostste.edu .

Talk About

“Gateway to the San Juans”

In Print & Online
www.delnorteprospector.com

Valley Drudishing 719-852-3531

SLV Fair opens in Monte Vista

Macklie Sims of Blue Spruce in Rio Grande County Avery Beckner of Lucky Shoe in Rio Grande County
rides in the Junior Reining event of the San Luis closesthegateafter goingthrough it duringthe Junior
Valley Fair Horse Show on Thursday at the Ski-Hi Trail event of the San Luis Valley Fair Horse Show
Complex in Monte Vista. on Thursday at the Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista.

The San
Luis Val-
ley Fair
kicked off
Thursday
morning,
Aug. 1,
with the
two-day
Horse
Show at
the Ski-Hi
—————— Complex in Monte Vista. The first day of the show is

. . . Photosby Brian Williams yyetern English, followed at 9 a.m. on Friday with Ranch
A judge walks the Junior Trail event riders through Horse and Gymkhana. Tucker Canty of the Blue Crew in
the course on Thursday during the San Luis Valley Fair ¢jos County competes in the Senior Reining event.
Horse Show at the Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista. .. complete fair schedule, visit online stvfair.com.
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A Dark Sky program is set for Aug. 3 at Great Sand Dunes.

Dark Sky program at
Great Sand Dunes

CONTRIBUTED
GREAT SAND DUNES NATION-
AL PARK AND PRESERVE — Join

the park service on Aug. 3 at Great
Sand Dunes in celebrating the dark
sky. This year the special presenter is
Kozmic Kyle. The presentation will
start at 8:45 p.m.

Until modern times, every culture
has looked to the skies to find their
direction, set their calendar, record
their stories, and contemplate their
place in this amazing cosmos. Rather
than retelling the stories from the an-
cient Greek perspective, we will create
new connections with the stars based
on your experiences. You will learn to
use a monthly star map to find your
new stories in the real night sky. This

program is interactive and best for
ages 7-adult (but all are welcome). If
you can, bring a red light and a pencil
or pen for drawing on your skymap.

Kozmic Kyle has been a plan-
etarium educator for 25 years and
helped set up planetarium education
programs in the UK, Poland, Ghana,
Kenya, and many places in the US.
He is especially interested in helping
empower Indigenous cultures around
the world to use modern planetarium
tools to record, preserve and teach
their own cultural knowledge in a
good way. He looks forward to moving
from cloudy; light polluted Seattle into
the San Luis Valley’s dark skies.

Call the park at 719-378-6395, for
exact location and other details.

Volunteers for Outdoor
Colorado in archeological survey

By JOHN WATERS

RIO GRANDE NATIONAL FOR-
EST — According to Katie Goodleaf,
volunteer coordinator with the U.S.
Forest Service, a group with Volun-
teers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC),
which usually works on trail-related
projects, assisted forest archeologist

Please see SURVEY on Page 7

Rio Grande National Forest Archeol-
ogist Price Heiner welcomes volun-
teers to the national forest. The group
spent four days in June conducting
archeological surveys through
Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado.
Heiner gave the group a brief history
of the Duncan Cabin built by gold
miner John Duncan in the 1880s.

Photo by John Waters

MC Sheriff and Emergency
Manager update community

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

MINERAL COUNTY — It has been a busy
summer in Creede and Mineral County Sheriff
Terry Wetherill was pleased to state that there
have been minimal issues in the area.

“We have some really great people who come
here for the summer, and they come to have a
good time. We are proud to have well behaved
folks from all over some to enjoy the summer

with us,” Wetherill said.

According to Wetherill, it has been a relatively
quiet summer in Mineral County as far as crime
Please see UPDATE on Page 2

Mineral County Search and Rescue, Mineral
County Emergency Manager Clint Leggit, and
Mineral County Sheriff Terry Wetherill have
spent the summer continuing their training and
working through a busy summer season.

Photo courtesy of Mineral County SAR

Colorado Master Gardener program accepting applications

CONTRIBUTED

Do youlove gardening? Whether you
are a person doing your own backyard
gardening or someone who does it for
aliving, the Colorado Master Gardener
program may be for you. The Colorado
Master Gardener program is where
you learn in-depth about gardening
in Colorado. The 12 gardening classes
include vegetable gardening, tree care,
diagnosing problems, weed control,
plant pathology, soils and some time
spent on mountain gardening. The
program will be taught totally on-line,
starting November 2024 and going

through March 2025.

Getting signed up is a two-step pro-
cess, first applying, and then after being
accepted, registering.

The first step is to apply now; between
Aug. 1 and Aug. 30, at ColoradoMas-
terGardener.org or go to https://cmg.
extension.colostate.edu/about/become-
a-colorado-master-gardener-2/ . The
second step, once your application has
been accepted, is you will be sent a link
to register and pay.

You have the option of two different
program tracks. The first is the volunteer
track. Ifa person has time and interest to

volunteer to teach horticulture and gar-
dening to others in our community, and
to develop an ongoing relationship with
other Master Gardeners, they can take
the class fora much-reduced fee of $200.
With the reduced fee, the volunteer
agrees to provide 50 hours of volunteer
time back to Colorado State Univer-
sity, in the San Luis Valley community,
through the local Extension office after
they have completed the classes. As is
required of all Colorado State University
volunteers, a background check and
reference checks are required. After the
background check is completed, you can

register and pay for the course.

Not interested in volunteering? The
second track is the non-volunteer
track, called the Colorado Gardener
Certificate. This is more for the per-
son who just wants to increase their
knowledge for themselves. Those who
choose this program are not required to
volunteer and will not join in with the
ongoing Master Gardener group. This
track is simpler to get signed up. There
is no application or background check
required, only registration. Registration
for this track opens Aug. 19, and the fee
is $545. There is a savings for early bird

registration completed by Sept. 30.

For the volunteer track, the applica-
tion period opens Aug. 1 and closes
Aug. 30, and the first step is to apply
right now. There are alimited number of
scholarships available which cover part
of the fee. You can learn more and ap-
ply online at ColoradoMasterGardener.
org. You can also learn more from the
SLV Area Extension Office by calling,
emailing, or stopping in at 1899 East
Hwy. 160, Monte Vista; phone 719-852-
7381; email Larry Brown at L.Brown@
colostate.edu or Jennifer Vandiver at
Jennifer.Norris@colostste.edu .v
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UPDATE

goes, though some instances did oc-
cur earlier in the season. Wetherill
stated that they did have two home
break-ins, but the suspects were
charged and are undergoing pros-
ecution.

“We had a break-in where the sus-
pects stole some items and a vehicle.
Our officers were able to recover the
vehicle and we are actively charging
two individuals,” he said. Identi-
ties of the suspects have not been
released as this remains an active
investigation.

Wetherill stated that there was a
second minor break-in where two
BB guns were stolen, but that the
investigation showed that the two
incidences were not related.

“Considering how busy we have
been, these two incidences are not
bad in comparison with some other
communities. We are so fortunate
that 90 percent of our guests are good,
law-abiding citizens,” Wetherill said.

Mineral County Emergency Man-
ager Clint Leggitt was also available
for an update stating that he and
his team have had a few missions
including a dehydrated hiker and a
broken ankle recovery mission near
Creede.

“We always tell people to not wait
to report an incident. Call us the
minute you feel you are unable to
help yourself in these situations, it
gives us time to get to you and help,”
said Leggitt.

Outside of active incidences,

Continued from Page 1

both offices have been undergo-
ing continued training including
rope training, an OSHA 40-hour
Hazardous Waste Operations and
Emergency Response (HAZWOP-
ER) Online Training and a Mine
Safety and Health Administration
(MSHA). MSHA Part 48 Under-
ground: This is 32 hours of class-
room and 8-hours of mine-specific
training.

The Mineral County Sheriff’s Of-
fice also joined about 20 troopers
from Colorado State Patrol while
conducting Active Shooter Training
at Creede School on July 1. On July
18, Sgt. Steven Johnson from the
Colorado State Patrol came back to
Creede School to conduct more one-
on-one Active Shooter Training with
sherift’s office personnel including
with Leggitt.

“We plan to continue training as
the summer comes to a close and we
always want to impress upon people
to remember where they are. It takes
time to acclimate to the climate,
altitude sickness is a real thing so be
sure to be prepared you head out to
enjoy our backcountry and again,
don't hesitate to call us the minute
something goes wrong. It takes our
teams time to respond to a call and
resources have to be gathered. Always
have a communication device on you
and call us when you need us,” said
Wetherill.

For more information, reach out to
Leggitt or Wetherill at 719-657-2600.

611
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2825 Shernlan Avese Monte Vista

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the Ulfper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

RESCUE PETS
HAVE BIG PERSONALITY

Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes
every day through no fault of their
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet
the incredible dogs and cats looking
forimmediate adoption, and forever
change the life of a peti |n need.

Gremation Service: Gats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds...

Facebook
Page

N\

Vaccmate

Animal
Weight

Payment is required at time
the animal is dropped off.

Semi-Private/ Private

Group Fee Fee Vessel Size needed

Your Pets

Small/
Pocket Pet

$40.00 Mini- smallvessel needed | Animalmaybe droppedoft | [f iS important that all pet owners

have their dogs & cats spaved or

during business hours only.
neutered to control the pet

(ats $80.00 Petite - Small vessel needed

0-251bs. $80.00 Petite - Small vessel needes |  Please allow 7 working

overpopulation

days from drop off date for

26-50Ibs $140.00 Small-Medium Vessel needed

animal’s return.

51-75Ibs. $175.00 $200.00 | Medium-Large Vessel needed

fAshes not picked up after 60

76-100 Ibs. $200.00 $275.00 | Large Vessel needed

and vaccinafe
thto preu%ntf ’!
e spread o &)

days will respectfully be spread disease. &

Animals over 101 bs.
over our Gonour Garden.

1011bs. &Up| areineligiblefor Group fee $300.00

Extra Large Vellel Needed

All breeds & ages of animals are a “‘best guess’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

T his ad space dornated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.
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For information on meetings for
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.org
or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
Cateteria Staff needed at Upper Rio
Grande School District. Must have
a high school diploma and some
knowledge of working in a kitchen
or a willingness to be trained. Pay
is dependent on prior experience.
Please contact Leslie Martinez at
719-657-4040, x1100 or email her at
Imartinez@urtigers.co. Applications
can be retrieved online at: www.ur-
tigers.co. (8-28)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill
a full-time position for a Teller in
the Creede Branch. Duties will be to
accept deposits, loan payments and
process withdrawals while maintain-
ing a balanced cash drawer. Must be
personable and pleasant answering
the phone and greeting customers.
Many other duties will be assigned
as needed. The position is permanent,
full-time, M - F, 8am - 4:30pm, an

with a robust benefits package. Ap-
plication available at TrueLocalBank.
com/careers or inquire at 117 N.
Main St, Creede or call 719-657-3376
and ask for Dawn. EOE. (8-14)

Join Our Team!

Hiring all positions
$15an hour to
start plus tips

weekly pay fun
atmosphere.

30483 Highway 160,
South Fork

MountainPizzaTaproom.com

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING ¢ DUMPSTERS ¢ ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE ¢ SOUTH FORK ® DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Lavel: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

.G R|O|K P|lA|I R.
A|N|A|L|O|G H|A]|I L E| D
S|A|IN|D|B|A|G S|E|C|R|E|C|Y
I R | K E|L|A|B|O|R|A|T|I O|N
oL LA S|T|A|L ErT | E
Solution to last week’s puzzle o - - P N O ISHEMT
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M|A|A|S D|E|E|S
A[N|K|L|E|S S|E|T
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valleywide _Glassifieds

Now hiring a full-time bookkeeper/
estimator. Must have computer expe-
rience, be professional, reliable and
organized. Hours M-F from 8:00 to
5:00. Please send resume to marcie@
slvproperties.com. (8-14)

Help wanted part-time Deputy
Coroner - Experienced individual
needed for On Call Part time position
assisting the Saguache County Coro-
ner. The position will be an on call/
as needed position. Coroner calls are
paid at $150.00 per call and Trans-
ports are $150.00 per call, Weekday
on call $15.00 per day and Weekend
on call $30.00 per day. Please contact
April Quintana with the Saguache
County Administration office for an
application or printable at www.sa-

guachecounty.colorado.gov Call 719-
655-2231 for more information. Ap-
plications will be accepted until the
position is filled. Saguache County is
an EEO employer. Drug testing and
a background check will be required
for final applicants. (8-28)

The Upper Rio Grande School Dis-
trict is hiring a full time Jr./Sr. High
School Counselor. Applicants must
have a Master’s Degree or higher
and possess or be able to obtain an
appropriate Colorado school coun-
selor license. Please submit your
application, resume, and cover letter
to: Annie Hardy, Del Norte Jr./Sr.
High Principal at ahardy@urtigers.
co or contact Mrs. Hardy at 719-
657-4020. Applications for certified

staff positions can be picked up at
the District Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (8-21)

Wolf Creek Ski Area is hiring a Full
Time Staff Accountant. Those with
Bookkeeping, Payroll, Accounts Pay-
able or public accounting experience
are encouraged to apply. Familiarity
with Microsoft Excel is preferred.
Attention to detail, and organiza-
tional skills are required. The office
is located at the Ski Area located on
top of Wolf Creek Pass and requires
commuting throughout the year.
This is a year-round position, with
longer hours during the winter op-
erating months, and a shorter work
week in the summer months. This
position offers skiing privileges, and

the compensation starts at $34 per
hour depending on experience. Full
slate of insurance benefits and PTO
available after a probationary period.
Please email resume to: Payroll@
WolfCreekSki.com. (8-28)

Wolf Creek Ski Area is hiring an
Accounting Assistant. Those with
Bookkeeping, Accounting, Clerical
or Human Resources experience
are encouraged to apply. The office
is located at the Ski Area located on

Consignment Auction -
Small Animals

4:30 p.m. » Aug. 30

8037 S. County Road 2E
Contact Eddie Miller 719-849-8063

|
|
s '
N

uis Valley Area Real Est

STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC

30635 WEST HWY 160 « SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

719-873-1700 « WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM
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top of Wolf Creek Pass and requires
commuting throughout the winter
months. This position offers skiing
privileges, and the compensation
starts at $24 per hour depending on
experience. Please email resume to:

Payroll@ WolfCreekSki.com (8-28) 12 Houses for Rent
For rent, 4-bed, 2-bath home with
2-car garage for $1,400 a month just
outside of La Jara. Call 719-852-0450
for more details. (8-21)

10 Apartments
Mountain View Apartments in
South Fork has an apartment for rent,
no pets 719-580-1510 (8-28)

House for rent Center. Remodeled

Valley Publishing has an immediate
need in advertising sales (full-time).
Anﬁ sales experience is appreciated
ut will train. Email resume to
General Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

‘San Luis Vialley Area Real Estate

Vel

CALLTODAY!
719-852-3531

Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC

30635 WEST HWY 160 « SOUTH FORK, COLORADO
719-873-1700 « WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM
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valleywide _Glassifieds

3-bedroom 1-bath 1-car garage.
$1,200. Text Cooke at 719-207-6890.
Available Sept. 1. (8-7)

16 Vacation
Cabin for rent by the night only.
Small bath, queen bed, microwave
and refrigerator only. 469-446-2499

24 Garage/Yard Sales
Downtown (MV) Yard sale, 124
Adams, between Nino’s and Quiney’s
office and home stuft. Monday-Satur-
day, AM all of August. Business hours
minus lunches. Sales prices. (8-28)

Moving sale Del Norte Airport, 1
3/4ths miles north of Del Norte on
Aug. 9 and 10 at 9 a.m. (8-7)

28 Household Goods

For sale handyman special, vintage
smaller-scale Duncan Phyfe drop leaf
table, two chairs. $50. 719-256-4048
(8-28)

36 Miscellaneous
Wanted small animals and animal-
related items for our public auction
on Friday evening, Aug. 30, at 8037
South County Road 2 East, Monte
Vista. Lunch stand opens at 4:30
p.m. Auction time 6 p.m. To consign
contact Eddie Miller 719-849-8063
(8-28)

Trailer for hauling $3000, old metal
bed, old wooden bed, free old mat-
tress and springs, set of Heartland
dishes $150, Also an ATV. Call 661
487-4312 (8-7)

Cash for quality non-fiction books
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145
(TEN)

Propane Refrigerators and Freez-
ers. We also stock “Sunstar” refrigera-
tors and freezers in DC/AC power.
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 S.
County Road 3E, Monte Vista. (719)
852-0500 (TEN)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS - Sales, Rentals & Modifica-
tions! Containers are water & rodent
proof. 8 wide, 8-53" in length. Call
for more information and pricing.
Healdworks, Inc. - Your Total Storage
Solution! 719-657-2712 (TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! Large and small.
Inverters, charge controllers, lead
acid and lithium batteries. Brand
names include Outback, Magnum,
AIMS, EG4, Sol-Ark, and Rolls. Cus-
tom cables and PV wire. Bontrager’s
Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte
Vista. 719-852-0500. (TFN)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $10.
Covered, No rain, and local. Call:
719-480-2089 (8-28)

64 Autos for Sale

For sale - 1990 Toyota 2-wheel drive
super clean pickup; 2005 Toyota Ta-
coma long-bed camper shell; Chevy
car 4-speed transmission. 719-850-
2027 (8-14)

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

65 Professional

Services
Rio Grande Rentals. Everything
for Event/Party/Weddings includ-
ing unique Mobile Bars and Bar-
tending Services www.rio-grande-
rentals.com. 303-946-7253 (9-25)

Need Storage, We Build New Stor-
age Sheds, HY Country Sheds Call
719-849-8106 (9-4)

Let Me Haul Off Your, Old Ap-
pliances and Recyclable Metals for
You. Call Chris for Prices and To
Set Up A Removal 719-395-2071

Fire Mitigation: Weed And brush
mowing to reduce fire danger. Call
Darrell 715-699-3703 (9-11)

WE BUY ANTLER: $16/1b for
Elk Grade A and $11/1b for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus
years-experience in carpentry,
painting, stucco, tile, drywall,
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free.
Free Estimates 719-496-7630.
(TFN)

719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
(TEN)

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.

Sprinkler repair and winteriza-
tions. Done at reasonable rates.
Quick Service. Call anytime, week-
days, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (TFN)

SAN 1.urs VALLEY
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

S Spray Foam Insulatiggzc

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

ROOFING %

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims « Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113

BUILDINGS

M-F 7 aomo's p.mo

REALTOR®

Devitd My, Owmer
T19-480-2145

9818 Coumy Toad 16
Anfioniis, @

Bernadette Gingrass

719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

License #100072622

(ozylHomelinsulating

Faryor o s

Call us {fer a (ree estinnatal

Spedali4ing fin
ame [cell
{foam insuletfien {for
alll appliciifons

o Rasicdlemtial

o Commmnarcial

o Nlaw err
EAstime
Comnstructiom

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN

Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

Your Great gpecializing™"
Outdoors VinylFencing

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568

>*We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality, juset high quality fences.

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Automotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143

Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142

DIVERSE INVENTORY!

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY
ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE

o

AVAILABLE
(719) 589-9952

Shopping|Tihats'JustYour'Style

TRenaIlarie
IBovils

Y
hainsyear andbig
cad! ch
Mente\Visita
Oltolplace
todaylonemaillmargiemedina S @@ hotmaillcom)
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ESTIMATED CROP WATER USE

For the latest ET information, call 719-754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for
La Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu

SURVEY imesonrase:

Price Heiner last month in conducting  expose those people to it. People get ~correspond with them for years.Idoa

an archeological search.

After the fieldwork was complete,
Heiner spoke with the Valley Cou-
rier and offered his assessment of the
findings.

“The group conducted preliminary
reconnaissance in areas that never had
any archeological surveys. This gave us
a sense of what was out there. We did
pedestrian transect surveys. This was
a formal gridding of the landscape ina
systematic way. This included marking
and recording any archeological mate-
rial and then recording it formally on
state site forms. The idea was to get
an idea of what was in that particular
area. We picked a 200-acre area that
had never been surveyed before and
surveyed it. We actually surveyed 125
of the 200 acres.

“We found two archeological sites.
One contained culturally scattered
material that included ancestral
Pueblo and late Archaic. We also
found some ancestral black pottery,
which is classic Ancestral Pueblo. This
pottery dates from 1,200 BP. We also
found a projectile point from the Late
Archaic that dates from about 2,000 to
3,000 years ago.

“The other site was a late 1800s
refuse dump with a small prehistoric
component. It was probably a small
prehistoric campsite that later became
a dump for bottles and cans. The point
we found is called a San Pedro. That is
the style that dates from about 2,000
to 3,000 years ago. We also found a
gray-on-black piece of pottery on the
same site from about 800 years ago.
This was a site where people came
back and visited again,” he said.

Heiner spoke of the archeological
richness of the Valley, “On the Rio
Grande National Forest, we have over
10,000 documented archeological
sites and they span from 14,000 years
old to historic period sites about 50
years ago. We do have a relatively high
percentage of early Paleo-Indian sites.
That is one of the reasons that brought
me here, I'm very interested in those
first cultures that came to these land-
scapes and how they settled. We have
a high density of these sites that date
to 14,000 years ago.”

The group was comprised of about
a dozen VOC volunteers. Heiner said
this about these and other volunteers
value to the national forest, “They
are great programs; we usually have
partnership coordinators. I enjoy
working with the groups because I
like to expose different interested
publics, people who are interested in
archeology. I like people who are in-
terested in archeology and have never
experienced doing it or don't have any
formal training or education. I like to

hooked and run with it. Sometimes, I  lot of volunteer projects on the forest”

own
Ownr
Teant

Hiring for management
positions and other
positions - full-time and
part-time.
Weekly pay, uniforms,
and shift meal.

“What an amazing pizza! Holy Moly.
The crust, the sauce... yum!! Stopped
in for a short rain delay over the
pass on our motorcydle. So happy
we found this place. We might just
have to travel 2+ hours every couple
weeks just for a great pizza, Must
try! You won't be disappointed.”

- HeatherP.

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!

304a8= Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

EasY Online To-Go Orders:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Need a quick meal

Try the Wind and
Willow doup Mixes!

&5~ L0 oy,

-~
G/
"\/ 10:00 al.)m.-S:O p.m. &

6G58-2848
121 N. Main
Creede

An enchanting
Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & gpecialty

Foods!

It’s Worth
The Drive

Open Daily 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main ® 658-2848 * Creede
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Luis; valley
Area Real Estate

rugged eleganc® edrooms
and 2 bathrooms, this home pro-
vides ample room for relaxation
and rejuvenation. The open liv-
ing area boasts a large Sunny Bay
window, allowing natural light to
flood the space and framing panoramic Mountain Views. The heart of this home is the
well-appointed kitchen, abundance of cabinets, including convenient lazy Susan stor-
age. You'll find all the essentials: a refrigerator, cookstove, dishwasher. Perfect kitchen
for entertaining your friends and family. Gather around the wood-burning stove in the
living room, where warmth and comfort await. The home’s insulation ensures a snug
retreat during chilly mountain evenings. Step onto the inviting front sitting porch, sip
your morning coffee, and observe the local wildlife. Mule deer and wild turkeys fre-
quently visit the serene Ponderosa Valley Estates. A large laundry room with abundant
storage, a wash sink, and a washer and dryer adds convenience to daily living. Park your
vehicles in the 2-car garage and utilize the detached cement floor garage/workshop with
water supply and 110/220 power for all your mountain toys or hobbies. This home is
ready for you to make it your own—whether it’s your dream residence, a home away
from home, or a vacation rental. Explore nearby activities such as skiing, four-wheeling,
hiking, and gold medal fly fishing. The Rio Grande River is just moments away. Enjoy
the convenience of paved roads, city water sewer system, and your very own well and
large .83-acre lot. Priced at $479,500 this property offers an exceptional opportunity to
embrace mountain living. Schedule your private showing today and embark on Your
Mountain Adventure in this beautiful, tranquil Ponderosa Valley Estates neighborhood!
Don't wait, call and schedule today! MLS#810774 - $479,500

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com
\_ License #100072622 e
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Expect the Best,
Call Bernadette

Bernadette
Gingrass

719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622
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splendid 3 bed-
room home perfect
for Vacations or
Year-Round living,
boasting an excel-
lent rental history.
Nestled in a hollow
brimming with
aspen trees, this
3-bedroom, 2-bath
home is all on one

Wyl UNDER CONTRACT
ble. Two bedrooms

feature walk-in closets. Enjoy an open floor plan with wood and laminate floors,
aspen paneling, and abundant sunlight in the living areas. The large kitchen offers
plenty of cabinets, an island for eating or work, a laundry closet, and a walk-in pan-
try. Stay cozy with a grand wood stove, solar heat, backup electric baseboard heat,
and ceiling fans. This heavily treed lot provides privacy and tranquility, comple-
mented by a large storage shed. There’s ample parking for multiple vehicles, AT Vs,
or snowmobiles. The backyard, enclosed by an 8-foot privacy fence, is wired for a
hot tub. High-speed internet is available, and the Town of South Fork maintains and
plows the roads. Conveniently located within town limits, Moments from the Rio
Grande Club and Wolf Creek Skiing. It's an easy walk to the Rio Grande River and
town amenities. Bring your Fishing Pole and Live Your Dream! Don't let this One
get away! Call me for more information and schedule your showing today! More
pictures coming soon. MLS# 7894641 - $350, 000

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

\_ License #100072622
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0254 Timberline Trail « South Fork

Discover The Essence of Excellence Moun-
tain Living in this custom-built Master-
piece! Situated on 1.84 sloping acres within
the prestigious Rio Grande Club, this 4,466
sq ft home offers unparalleled vistas and
modern elegance. Key Features: Inspiring
Views: Unsurpassed panoramas stretch
north, east, and south, capturing the rugged
beauty of the San Juan Mountains. Archi-
tectural Marvel: A two-level design seam-
lessly blends contemporary finishes with a
mountain aesthetic. Grand Entryway: Step
into the vaulted ceiling living room adorned
with Swedish Cope logs and a striking rock gas fireplace. Expansive Deck: Access the large stone
rock deck from the living area, where you'll soak in views of the golf course, mountains, and valley
below. Gourmet Kitchen: Culinary enthusiasts will appreciate custom cabinets, granite countertops,
and top-of-the-line Wolf appliances. Master Suite: The upper-level primary suite boasts a spa-like
bathroom and an adjacent study. Lower-Level Comfort: Three additional bedrooms with 9-foot
ceilings offer Alderwood doorways and magnificent vistas. Entertainment Haven: The lower level
features a spacious game room with a pool table, TV, and workout equipment. Year-Round Comfort:
Radiant floor heat and an extra-large 1000-gallon propane tank ensure warmth during chilly days.
Outdoor Delight: Enjoy ever-changing mountain views from the adjacent deck or cozy up by the
stone mantel gas fireplace. Gas-Burning Fireplace: The lower level sitting area with a mini bar and
stunning views is perfect for relaxation and entertaining family and friends. This home includes an
adjacent parcel allowing direct access to the national forest from the front of the property so enjoy-
ing your favorite outdoor activities are just steps awz}{. The 2-car garage has workshop hot & cold
sink an extra - large 76-gallon water heater, water softener. Programable hot water throughout the
home, hot & cold water outside faucet and plenty of room for storage and a workbench. There is a se-
curity system monitored by Valley Lock and Security. Land lines in most every room. Century-Link
phone highspeed internet and Direct TV. Managed lighting and surround sound throughout the
home and the Smart Home allows you to control from anywhere. This home is a Hole in One! One
of a kind, designed and built providing that sense of hospitality, openness, beauty, and tranquility.
Location Highlights: Rio Grande Club: Overlooking the 11th hole, this exclusive community offers
golf, recreation, and natural beauty. Outdoor Paradise: Explore nearby trails, fishing spots, the Rio
Grande River, the South Fork River and Wolf Creek Ski area. Doesn't get any more epitome than
this! Check out the Video. Call and schedule your private showing today! MLS#811509 - $2,350,000

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

REALTOR®
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120 Fairway Ridge Lane - South Fork
Serenity Await in Fairway ~N
Glen, South Fork Ranches!
Nestled within the coveted
Fairway Glen subdivision,
this 0.61-acre gem awaits
your vision. Perched near
the Rio Grande Club and
Resort, it boasts an unri-
valed vantage point over-
looking Hole #11—a golfer’s
dream come true. Imagine
waking up to sun-kissed
mornings, gazing across
rolling hills and pristine

fairways. Whether you're

sipping coffee on your fu-

ture deck or planning a cozy evening by the firepit, these views will steal your

heart. All utilities stand ready at the lot line, eager to serve your dream home.

South Fork, a haven for outdoor enthusiasts, beckons with adventure. With-

in minutes, you'll find: Tee off at the Rio Grande Club & Resorts 18-hole

course, where fairways merge seamlessly with mountain vistas. Chase winter

thrills at Wolf Creek Ski area—powder days and apres-ski stories await. Lace

up your hiking boots or hop on an ATV—the nearby trails lead to hidden

lakes, wildflower meadows, and secret overlooks. Cast your line into the Rio

Grande River, where trout dance and rafting adventures unfold. Don’t miss

out! Call today to schedule a private showing. Let’s turn this canvas of land

into your forever retreat. MLS#816135- $64,000

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com @
\_ License #100072622 =,
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1408 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork

Exceptional Mountain Retreat nestled within the
prestigious gated community of Bear Creek, this
Exquisite home at 1408 Bear Creek Circle offers
an unparalleled blend of Elegance, Tranquility, and
Natural beauty. With 3,882 square feet of meticu-
lously designed living space, this property is a sanc-
tuary for those seeking rest from the everyday hus-
tle. Interior Features: Entryway with Stained Glass
Doors: The grand entrance sets the tone, welcoming
you into a large, elegant living room complete with
a corner fireplace and an adjacent wet bar—perfect
for entertaining guests. Large Custom Kitchen:
The heart of this home boasts custom alder wood
cabinets, beautiful quartz countertops, and a butler UNDER CONTRA cT
pantry with built-in custom shelving and storage

cabinets. The kitchen seamlessly leads to a spacious laundry area flooded with natural light, making
laundry a pleasant task. Beautiful Dining Room: Accessible from the kitchen, the dining room opens
to a spacious awe-inspiring back deck. Perfect place to enjoy that first cup of morning coffee. Stairway
to Loft: Ascend the large staircase to the open loft—an ideal space for a game area and home office. 3
Bedrooms: Master Bedroom (Main Floor): Flooded with ample natural light, the master bedroom pro-
vides a cozy ambiance. It features a spacious retreat with a jumbo-sized walk-in closet complete with
custom shelving and cabinets. The master bath includes a walk-in shower and spa tub for your in-home
spa experience. Additional 1 and a % Bath are Well-appointed and elegantly designed, the bathrooms
provide comfort and convenience. Lower-Level Stairwell: Leads to an intimate family room and two
spacious downstairs guest bedrooms. Immaculate 3-Car Garage and 1-Car Workshop: With custom
cabinets and work benches a dream come true, providing plenty of room for all your tools and outdoor
adventure toys. Outdoor Delights: Bear Creek runs through this property, nature’s music to your ears.
Mountain Views: Wake up to awe-inspiring vistas of the surrounding peaks. The ever-changing canvas
of sunrises and sunsets will leave you breathless. Wildlife Haven: Immerse yourself in the enchanting
wilderness. Mule deer, elk, and even the elusive black bear occasionally grace the property. Year-Round
Adventure: Explore hundreds of miles of ATV trails right outside your door. In winter, hit the slopes at
Wolf Creek Ski Area, just 30 minutes away. Tranquil Creekside Strolls: Meander along the community
walking trails that follow the gentle curves of Bear Creek. Listen to the soothing sounds of water as
you unwind. This is more than a home; it’s an invitation to embrace the rugged elegance of Colorado’s
high country. Escape to 1408 Bear Creek Circle and discover a lifestyle where luxury meets wilderness.
MLS# 813472 - $1,420,000

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

REALTOR®
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som Nestled
in the heart

of South
Fork, Col-
orado, this

Mountain
haven awaits
where  sim-
plicity meets
enchant- \_ J
ment. Picture

it: a 3-bedroom, 2-bath retreat, bathed in the golden light of the Mountains. With 1, 440
square feet and attached large 2 car garage. This home will cradle your memories like a
cherished heirloom. This lot steals your breath—a canvas of possibility stretching wide.
Here, mule deer and wild turkeys play, visiting often as if drawn by whispers from the
pines. No stern HOA rules here; just a neighborhood that nods in camaraderie. Large lot
to grow your own garden and enjoy the existing rhubarb patch! Imagine stepping onto
your covered front porch, the scent of freshly baked rhubarb pie dancing in the air. Yes,
you'll bake your own—pluck ruby-red stalks from the earth, mix them with sugar and
secrets, and let the mountains witness your culinary magic. Paved roads with city water
and city water & sanitation. Modern comfort wrapped in rustic allure. All this and more,
only a short walk takes you to the Rio Grande River, its waters a silver ribbon of promise.
Gold medal fishing awaits, and the mountains echo your joy. And when winter blankets
the land, Wolf Creek Ski area beckons. Adventure, your faithful companion, stands at
your doorstep. Your Dream come true, pick up the phone. Schedule your showing, and
step into the pages of Mountain Charm. Your Adventure starts here, give me a call today!
MLS#815494 - $367,900

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

REALTOR®
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peaks, this pristine lot awaits your
architectural vision. Imagine waking
up to panoramic vistas that stretch as
far as the eye can see—each sunrise
painting the sky in hues of amber
and rose gold. Welcome to your own
private haven, where nature’s splen-
dor meets refined living. Breathtak-
ing Views. This parcel of land boasts \_
captivating views in every direction.
Gaze upon rolling hills, snow-capped summits, and the meandering Rio Grande
River. Whether you're sipping morning coffee or stargazing at night, the scenery
will leave you spellbound. Ready for Your Vision. The canvas is blank, awaiting your
brushstrokes. With water and sewer readily available, however you will need to secure
your water and sewer taps. Picture a modern retreat with floor-to-ceiling windows,
seamlessly blending indoor and outdoor spaces. Paved Road Access No rugged trails
here—just a smooth, paved road leading to your paradise. Arrive in style. Over Two
Acres of Possibility Spread your wings across two gently sloping sprawling acres. De-
sign your oasis—an infinity pool, terraced gardens, or perhaps a meditation pavilion.
Outdoor Enthusiast’s Paradise For the angler’s heart, the Rio Grande River beckons.
Cast your line, and reel in memories. Nearby, the National Forest is a playground for
hikers, birdwatchers, and seekers of solitude. Your Winter Wonderland Awaits Just 20
miles away, the Wolf Creek Ski Resort cradles you in its snowy embrace. Glide down
powdery slopes, cozy up by the fire, savoring the warmth of shared stories. Your Leg-
acy Awaits This isn't just land; it’s your legacy in the making. Generations will gather
here, creating memories under star-studded skies. Build your dream home refugefa
testament to life well-lived. More pictures coming soon. MLS#812710 - $79,900

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com

REALTOR®
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48 Whispering Pines Drive - South For 222 La Lomita Circle - South Fork 259 Orville Way - South Fork
Mountain /7 N Perfect 2.0-acre lot to build Your /~ Idyllic Moun- Ve ~N
Charm Dream Home. Luxurious Mountain f 4-Bed
- Where Retreat Awaits: Build Your Dream tain . edroom
Dreams Blos- Home! Nestled amidst the majestic Retreat Nestled

within 1, 956
square feet of me-
ticulously — main-
tained living space,
this tranquil home
offers room for
everyone. With 4
bedrooms and 3
baths, it’s a haven
of comfort. The
attached 2-car ga-
rage ensures con-
venience, while the back deck, adorned with a charming gazebo,
invites relaxation and al fresco dining. As you soak in the moun-
tain vistas, enjoy the comforting shade of the ponderosa pines,
listen to the babbling stream, and watch for glimpses of elk, deer,
and other wildlife. The culinary kitchen is a chef’s delight, ready
for gourmet creations. Whether you seek a permanent residence
or a vacation rental, create lasting memories in this idyllic set-
ting. Start living your mountain dream—call and schedule your
showing today! MLS#815727 - $669,500

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com
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