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Chance of Afternoon 
Showers, Breezy 87/48

Thurs: Afternoon 
Showers Possible, 

Breezy 82/50

Fri: Slight Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 80/48

City council 
considers 

ordinance that 
criminalizes 

certain 
offenses

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier reporter
ALAMOSA — In re-

sponse to what Ala-

mosa City Attorney 
Erich Schwiesow de-
scribed as “frustration 
expressed by local busi-
ness owners”, Alamosa 
City Council will con-
sider during Wednes-
day night’s meeting an 
ordinance that amends 
a section of the city’s 
Code of Ordinances spe-
cifically related to the 
criminalization of cer-
tain offenses. As part 
of that same discussion, 

the council will also 
consider changing the 
punishment for theft to 
align with state stat-
utes and adding a new 
ordinance concerning 
burglary.

“Council and staff 
have heard the frustra-
tion of local business 
owners seeing repeat of-
fenders shoplifting, and 
of police on the street 
hearing that defendants 

Businesses frustrated with repeat offenders

SAGUACHE — The Rio 
Grande National Forest ’s 
Saguache Ranger District 
announced Monday, Aug. 
5, that a short-term closure 
was taking place on National 
Forest System Road (NFSR) 
No. 675 at John’s Creek (a map 
is online). 

“We recognize that this 
closure will be a slight 
inconvenience for some 
people,” said Saguache 
District Ranger Tristram Post. 
“We appreciate the public’s 
patience as our road crew 
work to replace the damaged 
culvert that was temporarily 
repaired last year.”

The closure will be in 
effect for approximately 
two weeks beginning on 
Aug. The NFSR No. 675 
closure can be found online 
at www.fs.usda.gov/detail/
r iogrande/notices/?cid= 
STELPRDB5143145.

For questions about the 
closure, contact the Saguache 
Ranger District at 719-655-
2547.

Crestone Dark 
Sky Festival 
on Saturday

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
The annual Crestone Dark 
Sky Fest is scheduled to begin 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
10. There will be great dark 
skies (weather permitting), 
a local astrophotographer, 
meteorologist and Taiko 
drummers. The fest is at the 
Crestone Charter School, 330 
E. Lime Ave., and is free. 

Short-term 
closure to 

replace 
damaged 

culvert

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Beat the 

Heat BBQ and Brewfest 
returns Aug. 9 and 10 
to Cole Park for another 
year of delicious food and 
fun for the entire family. 
Competition teams from 
Colorado, New Mexico, 
Texas, Wyoming, Kansas, 
Arkansas, and Arizona 
will convene in Alamosa 
on Friday, Aug. 9, to com-
pete in the Kansas City 
Barbeque Society Sanc-
tioned BBQ contest.

The event kicks off Fri-
day with the Beer Garden 
opening at 4 p.m., the 
Bloody Mary Showdown 
(followed by sampling for 

those 21 years old and 
older) beginning at 5:30 
p.m., and the Brewers 
Classic Cornhole Tourna-
ment starting at 6 p.m.

Friday evening vendors 
include Gosar Sausage, 
Mammoth Spud Cafe, Sno 
Shack, Bouncy Houses, 
Hallsway Escape Room, 
Dumb Friends League 
and Alamosa Perk.

Saturday brings the 
heat kicking off at 10 
a.m. with free yard games 

Beat the Heat BBQ and 
Brewfest returns Aug. 9 

and 10 to Cole Park.

Courier file photo

Beat the Heat BBQ and Brewfest in Alamosa

Makenzie Consaul’s medium weight dark cross was the Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine of 
the San Luis Valley Fair on Monday night.

The look of grand champions

Photos by Brian Williams
Sargent Junior High Schooler Aubrey Naranjo, 13, has the winning touch for Blue Spruce 4-H. She 
showed the Grand Champion Market Swine – a 271-pound heavyweight dark cross – at the San 
Luis Valley Fair on Monday night, Aug. 5, at the Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista. It was the second 
time in her four years of showing that she earned Grand Champion Market Swine at the SLV Fair; 
she did it as a fair rookie and last year she showed the Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine.

Pack a simple 
go-bag now

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

SAN LUIS VALLEY — As wild-
land fires rage in Colorado and 
throughout the West, the time to 
prepare for an evacuation is now, 
and a simple to-go bag is an excel-
lent first step. 

Wildfires can explode into deadly 
infernos in minutes, incinerating 
everything in their path.

A simple go-bag backed with es-
sentials is a must in an emergency 
evacuation when you only have 
seconds to depart.

According to the Western Fire 
Chiefs Association, wildfires can 
spread quickly, leaving you need-
ing to leave STAT.

In April 2011, the Rockhouse 
Fire near Marfa, Texas, raced 21 
miles to the town of Fort Davis in 
30 minutes. Winds of 65 mph and 
bone-dry grassland fueled the con-
flagration.

Courier photo by John Waters
This old backpack now serves as a go-
bag and resides in the back of a vehicle. 
Water and a sleeping bag are also ready.

Prepare for 
emergency 
evacuations
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Record
OBITUARIES

ALAMOSA POLICE REPORT

COURIER OBITUARY 
POLICY

The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per day. 
Pending arrangements or death notices are free.  This 
charge affects funeral homes, family or other represen-
tatives that place obituaries.  All paid obituaries are 
published on www.alamosanews.com, for no additional 
fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@ala-
mosanews.com If the newspaper errors in publishing an 
obit, corrections will be made and the obit rerun.  If the 
errors are on the part of the submitting party, an addi-
tional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday
August 7, 2024

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

We hope you 
enjoyed your 
Meals! See 
you when 

school starts 
August 8th!

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

The Man, The Myth, 
The Legend

Harold Hugh Hiatt, af-
fectionately known as 
“Hughie,” passed away on 
Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, at 
the age of 82. He fought 
bravely in his last few 
years, continuing to em-
brace his bachelor days at 
his long-term residence in 
Alamosa.

Born on Nov. 15, 1941, 
in Alamosa to Mary Ver-
etta Jackson and 
Harold Ray “Bill” 
Hiatt, Hughie was 
the eldest of three 
siblings. He is 
survived by his 
sister, Judith 
“Sam” Mor-
gan and Janet 
Griego Malouff 
(Deceased).

Hugh attended 
Alamosa High 
School, where he 
excelled in foot-
ball, basketball, 
and track.

Hugh mar-
ried Cheryl Horn, and 
together they had three 
daughters: Rhonda Hiatt 
(Hellwig) Jones, spouse 
Nathan Jones, Son; Tra-
vis Otto Hellwig, Kim-
berly Hiatt and Tammy 
Hiatt Monaco, Sons; Luca 
Hiatt Monaco, Giovanni 
Hiatt Monaco.

The family enjoyed 
their life in Alamosa, 
reminiscing about the 
days when Main Street 

ran both ways and was 
meant to be dragged.

Hiatt’s athletic prow-
ess and the legendary 
coaching of Coach Vigil 
made the 1960 Class re-
unions memorable. In 
1961, Hugh attended Ad-
ams State College to play 
football, after which he 
enlisted in the Army. Sta-
tioned in Berlin, Germa-
ny, he traveled through-
out Europe with the 
Berlin Bears Air Force 
football team.

“HHH” was fiercely in-
dependent, courageous, 
and a risk-taker, known 
for his adventurous spir-
it. Hiatt’s anniversary of 
41 years of sobriety was 
noted this March.

Hugh held various for-
mative jobs in his early 
years before joining the 
D & RG Railroad. He 
found his calling working 
outdoors as a Lineman/
Foreman with the Pub-
lic Service Company of 
Colorado, retiring in 2001 
after 37 years of service. 
Even in retirement, he 
cherished meeting with 
his line crew for coffee 
around town.

Hugh was dedicated 
to his daily routine of 
having breakfast at the 
Campus Cafe commu-
nity table, he relished 
walking in the door after 
surgeries and health set-
backs.

He felt most comfort-

able in Alamosa, sur-
rounded by the majestic 
mountains of the San 
Luis Valley. Hugh was 
an avid outdoorsman, en-
joying fishing, hunting, 
and horseback riding on 
numerous pack trips up 
the Conejos Canyon. His 
frequent use of the Con-
tinental Divide trail and 
his pasturing of horses 
below the Blue Lake trail 
earned him the moniker 
“Mayor of Blue Lake.” 
Hugh loved sharing sto-
ries of his grand adven-
tures with friends and 
family and anyone on the 
trail.

A celebration of Hugh’s 
life will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28, 2024, 
at 11 a.m. at The Barn 
at La Manzanilla Farm, 
6491 Colorado Highway 
17, Alamosa. The ser-
vice will include Mili-
tary honors followed by 
a meal, potluck dessert, 
and burial at Fox Creek 
Cemetery. Please RSVP 
by text or phone call to 
Hughie’s phone at 720-
938-5739 for meal count 
purposes.

You mess with the bull 
you get the horns – HHH

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes, 
and words of comfort for 
Hugh’s family, please vis-
it www.RogersFunerals.
com.

Harold Hugh Hiatt

Enrique “Henry” Parra 
Jr., a beacon of love and 
laughter, passed away on 
Aug. 1, 2024, in Alamosa, 
Colo., at the age of 44. 
Born on June 10, 1980, in 
Denver, Colo., to Enrique 
Parra Sr. and Sue Bar-
rios, Henry was a man 
whose creative spirit and 
protective nature were al-
ways appreciated by his 
loving family. 

Henry’s life was marked 
by his dedication to his 
family and his craft. He 
was self-employed and 
had a generous heart, do-
nating to Kid’s Connec-
tion and the homeless. 
Henry was an artistic soul 
who found joy in making 
arts and crafts and bring-
ing smiles to all with his 

goofy sense of humor. His 
love for his family knew 
no bounds, especially for 
his son, nieces and neph-
ews, with whom he cher-
ished every moment.

He is survived by his 
loving family, who will for-
ever remember him as the 
family’s protector. Though 
preceded in death by his 

father, Enrique Parra Sr., 
and his brother, Leonard 
Michael Salazar, Henry’s 
legacy of love, creativity, 
and humor will live on in 
the hearts of those who 
knew him.

Cremation has been 
chosen and a Memorial 
Service will be held to 
honor his life on Friday, 
Aug. 9, at 10 a.m. at Rog-
ers Family Mortuary in 
Monte Vista. Inurnment 
will follow at the Monte 
Vista Cemetery.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes, 
and words of comfort for 
Henry’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Enrique ‘Henry’ Parra Jr.

Alamosa Police Depart-
ment report week of July 
26 to Aug. 1, 2024

Rosemarie Cruz-Luce-
ro, 58, of Antonito was cit-
ed for displaying expired 
plates.

Teresa Sanchez, 62, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 5-8 over.

Julia Hensley, 55, of 
Buckeye, Arizona was cit-
ed for seatbelts required.

Tiana Medina, 20, of 
Questa, New Mexico was 
cited for seatbelts re-
quired.

Bradley Bennett, 49, of 
Alamosa was cited for ha-
rassment.

Lee Medina, 28, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
P.O.W.P.O., possession of 
illegal weapon, possession 
of controlled substance, 
unlawful distribution, 
possession of large capac-
ity magazines, special of-
fender.

John Neal, 47, of La 
Jara was cited for seatbelt 
required, license suspend-
ed or revoked habitual of-
fender.

Ricky Molder, 37, of 
Denver was cited for vio-
lation of restraining or-
der.

Jackie Banderas, 32, of 
Denver was cited for 2nd 
degree burglary, theft un-
der $300.

Ezekial Naranjo, 21, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
2nd assault, felony men-

acing.
Ashley Kline, 36, of 

Alamosa was cited for 
harassment, theft under 
$300, obstruction.

Angelo Espinoza, 41, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
driving under restraint.

Nancy Bailey, 68, of Al-
amosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Lucas Archuleta, 23, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Antonio Azuna, 35, of 
San Acacio was cited for 
driving under restraint.

Gloria Duarte, 55, of 
Antonito was cited for fol-
lowing too closely.

Stuart Clark, 63, of 
Olathe, Kansas was cited 
for unsafe lane change.

Erin Holloway, 49, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Crystal Waldroupe, 44, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over.

Marjorie Maestas, 62, 
of Monte Vista was cited 
for seatbelt required.

Paul McPherson, 50, of 
Farmington, New Mexico 
was cited for speeding 10-
19 over.

Bryon Callado, 36, of 
Dulce, New Mexico was 
cited for seatbelt re-
quired.

Alejandro Lovato, 35, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
seatbelts required.

Delilah Chavez, 40 of 
Alamosa was cited for 

speeding 5-9 over.
Amanda Langdon, 39, 

of Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 5-9 over.

Joshua Manzanares, 
38, of Alamosa was cited 
for speeding 20-39 over.

Tammy Maadril, 48, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over.

Minnie Duran, 61, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 5-9 over.

Evan Lecourts, 19, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
seatbelts required.

Kenneth Wilkerson, 33, 
of Mesa, Arizona was cit-
ed for seatbelt required.

Carl Gustafson, 44, of 
Clifton, Colorado was 
cited for failing to provide 
insurance, failing to use 
turn signals.

Kalista West, 21, of Al-
amosa was cited for disor-
derly conduct.

Jason Brewster, 44, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
disorderly conduct.

Shawntaya Corral, 32, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
theft under $300.

Victor Spieker, 55, was 
cited for vicious animal.

Jordan Whitney, 23, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
seatbelts required.

Ronald Sater, 50, of 
Fort Collins was cited for 
seatbelts required.

Carlitos Juvera Rael, 
29, of Alamosa was cited 
for violation of restrain-
ing order.

CONTRIBUTED
The Creede Arts Coun-

cil is proud to be hosting 
the 20th annual Silver 
Thread Studio Tour from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day, Aug. 17. 

Artist locations will be 
along the Silver Thread 
Scenic Byway, Highway 
149, beginning in the 
Indian Trails neighbor-
hood east of South Fork, 
up through Creede and 
ending at the Studios at 
Bristol.

Artists will share ideas, 
answer questions, and or 
perform demonstrations 
for the public. Artwork 
will be showcased and 
available for purchase.

This year, South Fork 
artists Amanda Charlton 
(acrylic painting), Hugh 
Letterly (watercolor), and 

Darlene Danko (textile 
arts) will be showing out 
of their home studios.

In Creede, artists Jen-
nifer Inge (jewelry) and 
David Montgomery (oil 
painting) will be stops 4 
and 5 at Rare Things, Too 
gallery on Main Street. 
Textural acrylic painter 
Colleen DeSanto will be 
showing out of her home 
studio in Creede. Carol 
Jones (quilting), David 
Robinson (metalwork) 
and Jody Stroh (fused 
glass) are stops 7, 8 and 
9. 

Ten artists from the 
Studios at Bristol will be 
participating this year. 
Kathy Barnard (hand-
blown glass), Mary Jo 
Depriest (handmade ac-
cessories), Joni Franks 
(children’s books), Teri 

Inman (clothing design), 
Kyle Inman (photogra-
phy), Brielle Killip (west-
ern-inspired fashion), 
Kathy Killip (jewelry), 
Cathy Ledeker (watercol-
or), Ken Orr (ceramics), 
and Rocky Wilson (wood-
working) will all be pres-
ent at the Studios at Bris-
tol to discuss their work.  

This year, the Creede 
Musical Arts Collective 
will be performing con-
certs along the Studio 
Tour route, schedule 
TBA soon. For questions 
or more information, e-
mail creedearts@outlook.
com or call the CAC at 
719-658-0312. The entire 
Studio Tour map and art-
ist lineup can be found at 
www.creedeartscouncil.
com/silver-thread-studio-
tour.

Courtesy photo
The artwork of painter David Montgomery will be part of the Silver Thread Studio 
Tour on Aug. 17.

Annual Silver Thread 
Studio Tour is Aug. 17

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — There 

will be a Little Library 
dedication and ribbon 
cutting ceremony at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
10, at the Colorado Wel-
come Center, 610 State 
St., Alamosa.

This Little Free Library 
is a partnership between 
the Friends of the Library 
and the GFWC Woman’s 
Citizenship Club. Since 
the Little Free Library 
will be located at the 
Train Depot, it was made 
to represent the local 
train and is beautifully 
painted. The books are 
generously supplied by 
the Friends of the Alamo-
sa Library.

The public is cordially 
invited to attend. To cel-
ebrate this momentous 
occasion, members of the 
Woman’s Citizenship 
Club will be there to serve 
lemonade and cookies.

Little Free Library is 
a nonprofit organization 
that supports the world-
wide movement to of-
fer free books housed in 
small containers to mem-
bers of the local commu-
nity.  The organization 
is based in Hudson, Wis. 
Little Free Libraries are 
also referred to as com-
munity book exchanges, 
neighborhood book ex-

changes, book trading 
posts, pop-up libraries, 
and micro-libraries, and 
have been likened to hu-
man bird feeders.

There is another Little 
Free Library at the Food 
Bank in Alamosa sup-
ported by the GFWC 
Woman’s Citizenship 
Club members.

Courtesy photo
The newest Little Free Library supported by the Friends 
of the Library and Woman’s Citizenship Club.

Little Library at Colorado 
Welcome Center
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are not deterred from 
shoplifting because 
there are essentially no 
consequences,” Schwie-
sow told the Valley Cou-
rier when questioned 
about the motivation for 
the change.

“[This] addresses an 
issue that has been dis-
cussed by Council and by 
the Police Department 
and City Attorney’s Of-
fice over the past few 
years concerning how 
the decriminalization 
of most municipal ordi-
nances has played out 
in actual practice since 
Council instituted it in 
2018,” he wrote.

According to back-
ground information 
provided by city staff 
to council members, 
ln 2018, city council 
passed an ordinance 
that removed jail as a 
potential sanction for 
violation of municipal 
ordinances. An excep-
tion was made for 18 
specific ordinances that 
were viewed by council 
as serious enough to, 
should a defendant be 
convicted, merit a po-
tential jail sentence. 

Under the 2018 ordi-
nance, if a person was 
found to have committed 
an offense not included 
among those 18 “seri-
ous” exceptions, that of-
fense would not bring a 
jail sentence unless the 
person committed the 
same – or related – of-
fense four times in two 
years.

“As Council discussed 
at its summer retreat,” 
the cover sheet to coun-
cil reads, “experience 
with that change has 
indicated a need to pro-
vide for greater sanc-
tions, especially on 

shoplifting, than cur-
rently allowed for under 
the decriminalization 
ordinance.

Also to be consid-
ered during Wednesday 
night’s meeting, the 
City of Alamosa doesn’t 
differentiate between 
the theft of property 
with different value or 
allow for clustering to-
gether multiple thefts 
of property in a short 
period of time into one 
single charge. If that 
combination of multiple 
theft charges were al-
lowed, it would impact 
the value of the stolen 
property. 

The City of Alamosa 
also does not have a 
provision for burglary 
which ties intent to 
commit a crime with un-
lawful entry. If passed, 
such a provision “can be 
used effectively to deter 
shoplifting where prior 
trespass notices have 
been issued to a defen-
dant. 

As was summarized 
by staff in the com-
munication to council 
members, “The City of 
Alamosa is experienc-
ing continued problems 
with repeat shoplifters 
and others who com-
mit multiple violations 
of the City’s theft ordi-
nance and related tres-
pass ordinance in short 
spans of time, and who 
seem undeterred by the 
City’s current ordinance 
scheme from continu-
ing to violate the City’s 
theft ordinances.”

In other words, the or-
dinance passed in 2018 
that decriminalized cer-
tain violations of the 
law has adversely im-
pacted businesses.

The new ordinance 
would change the re-
peated jailable offenses 
from four in two years 
to two years in one.

It criminalizes bur-
glary and makes a jail 
sentence allowable even 
if it is a first offense.

It categorizes theft 
based on amounts and 
follows state statutes in 
allowed sentencing.

It allows for “adding 
together” multiple con-
victions for theft into a 
single larger figure that 
would, presumably, car-
ry a potentially stiffer 
sentence.

It also allows for any 
theft over $300 to bring 
a potential jail sentence, 
even on first offense.

When asked by the 
Valley Courier what im-
pact this may have on 
people who do not have 
sufficient means to pay 
a fine or bond out of jail 
while waiting for trial, 
Schwiesow wrote, “The 
proposed ordinance 
does not dictate jail for 
shoplifting twice in two 
years, it allows for it in 
the exercise of the mu-
nicipal court’s discre-
tion. 

“A defendant’s income 
or wealth has nothing to 
do with that discretion 
- people arrested for or-
dinance violations are 
not subject to pre-trial 
incarceration. They are 
given a citation and 
summons to appear in 
court. 

“If they fail to appear, 
a warrant is issued for 
their arrest, but the 
maximum amount of 
the bond for warrants 
the Alamosa Municipal 
Court issues has tradi-
tionally been $500, and 
the maximum duration 
of stay if a defendant 
does not bond out is 48 
hours, pursuant to state 
law, unless a pre-trial 
detention order issues. 

“Alamosa has not is-
sued a pre-trial deten-
tion order under the cur-
rent municipal judge.”

When asked if the 
Alamosa County Sher-
iff’s Office has been con-
sulted on this ordinance 
– specifically in connec-
tion with their operation 
of the Alamosa County 
Detention Center that, 
historically, has faced 
challenges with be-
ing adequately staffed, 
Schwiesow responded, 
“There is likely to be an 
increase in the number 
of person-days at the 
jail for municipal defen-
dants if this ordinance 
is passed, but given that 
the amount of person-
days is still primarily 
dependent upon the ex-
ercise of judicial discre-
tion in sentencing, and 
the criminal element in 
committing offenses in 
the first place, it is dif-
ficult to say with any 
certainty how large an 
increase that might be. 

“You will note the 
meeting materials indi-
cate that the estimate is 
that it will be no more 
than double. As far as 
impact on the jail, mu-
nicipal defendants make 
up a small percentage of 
the inmate population 
at the jail at any given 
time, so whatever in-
crease may be attribut-
able to this ordinance 
would appear to be un-
likely to cause any ad-
ministrative changes at 
the jail.”

The Alamosa City 
Council will meet at 7 
p.m. Wednesday night 
in council chambers, 
300 Hunt Ave. To view 
the meeting via Zoom, 
go to the city’s website, 
click on city council and 
click on the tab to join 
via zoom, which will 
take you directly to the 
site. Or, for people who 
prefer to join by phone 
dial 719-359-4580 and 
use Webinar ID: 857 
5349 2744.

and the Craft Beer Gar-
den. At 11 a.m., People’s 
Choice Sampling begins 
continuing until 3 p.m., 
or until the barbecue is 
gone. Sample barbecue 
professionally prepared 
by 13 award-winning pit-
masters.

The Spare Keg 
Brewerks Brewfest starts 
at 1 p.m. The cost is $35 
for unlimited samples of 

craft beer from Riff Raff 
Brewing, Mountain Mer-
man Brewing Company, 
Walter’s Brewery & Tap-
room, 14er Brewing Com-
pany, Florence Brewing 
Company, The Colorado 
Farm Brewery, San Luis 
Valley Brewing Co., and 
Spare Keg Brewerks. 

SLV Transportation 
will be providing safe 
rides following the Brew-
fest on Saturday. 

Tickets and more infor-
mation, online at slvbeat-
theheat.com.

In 2018, the Spring 
Creek Fire, which be-
gan on the Sangre de 
Cristo Ranches in Cos-
tilla County, raced east-
ward and consumed 140 
structures and 108,045 
acres.

The Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation warns that most 
people need to be better 
judges of how far a fire 
is from them and how 
quickly it will reach 
their doorstep. In the 
case of the Rockhouse 
Fire, the blaze traveled 
five miles in only about 
seven minutes. 

In California, the re-

cent Park Fire mael-
strom consumed about 
5,000 acres per hour 
and scorched 150,000 
acres on the first day.

Think about how 
quickly a wildfire 
charging 5,000 acres in 
an hour can reach you, 
your family, home, and 
pets. If lucky, you can 
grab a go-bag, jump in 
a vehicle, and get to 
safety. Be prepared for 
a fast-moving, high-in-
tensity fire. 

Have your car and go-
bag ready. 

The Federal Emer-
gency Management 
Agency (FEMA) recom-
mends keeping go-bag 
supplies to last at least 
72 hours and half a 

tank of fuel in your ve-
hicle at all times. Also, 
keep one gallon of wa-
ter per person for three 
days ready.

Keep an emergency 
bag in your car with 
essential items like 
water, food, first aid 
equipment, a flash-
light, a portable radio, 
and a portable charger. 
Excellent chargers that 
can charge a cell phone 
five or six times, such 
as an Anker 325 Power 
Bank, Power Core 20K, 
retail for about $45. 

Pack clothing, socks, 
underwear, jackets, 
sweatshirts, extra 
shoes, etc. Include toi-
letry items such as toilet 
paper, disposable shav-

ers, extra toothbrushes, 
shampoo and shaving 
cream, toothpaste. In-
clude additional regular 
medications, both pre-
scription and over-the-
counter meds, such as 
pain relievers, antacids, 
laxatives, and anti-diar-
rhea medications to last 
several days.

Including moist tow-
elettes, garbage bags, 
matches in a waterproof 
container and a manual 
can opener are also rec-
ommended by FEMA. 
Keeping sleeping bags 
in your vehicle all year 
is also a good idea. 

Be sure to have go-
bags ready for everyone 
in the household, in-
cluding pets.

Photo courtesy of AVSAR
Alamosa Volunteer Search and Rescue during an emergency situation on Ellingwood Peak.

AVSAR rescue on Ellingwood Aug. 4
STAFF REPORTS

ALAMOSA COUNTY 
— On August 4, Alamosa 
Volunteer Search and 
Rescue (AVSAR) assist-
ed an injured hiker on 
Ellingwood Peak in the 
Sangre de Cristo Moun-
tains.

AVSAR was alerted via 
a Garmin SOS activation 
from a hiker that had 
fallen on the southwest 
approach to Ellingwood 
Point. The individual fell 
with his leg pinned by 
a large boulder. He also 
suffered a severely bro-
ken arm. 

Canon Helitack 
transported AVSAR 
members to the injured 
who rendered medical 
attention. The hiker 
was then extracted 
from the scene via a 
hoist by a Colorado Na-
tional Guard helicop-
ter. He was later trans-

ferred to a Reach Air 
Medical 71 helicopter 
and taken to a Front 
Range hospital.

On July 27, AVSAR 
rescued a hiker from El-
lingwood who was also 
transported by a Colo-
rado National Guard he-
licopter and a Reach 29 
aircraft.

AVSAR thanked the 
Alamosa County Sher-
iff’s Office, Eagle Air 
Med, the Colorado Na-
tional Guard, Colorado 
Search and Rescue Asso-
ciation and the Colorado 
Division of Fire Preven-
tion and Control-Canon 
Helitack.

Rescue units such as 
the one used by the in-
jured hiker during this 
event are small and 
lightweight. The Garmin 
inReach Mini 2 Satellite 
Communicator retails for 
$349.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
MEETINGS

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 

NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-
ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

Follow us on Facebook
Alamosa Valley Courier
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The coal mining in-

dustry reacted with 
outrage when the 
Bureau of Land Man-
agement recently 
announced plans to 
stop issuing new coal 
leases on the eastern 
plains of Wyoming 
and Montana. 

From its headquar-
ters in Washington, 
D.C., the National 
Mining Association predicted “a severe 
economic blow to mining states and 
communities,” while the industry’s po-
litical allies likened the move to declar-
ing “war” on coal communities.

The truth is that coal has been steadi-
ly falling from its past dominance as 
energy king for nearly two decades. 
Domestic coal consumption dropped to 
512 million tons in 2022, down 55 per-
cent since its 2007 peak.

With the downward trajectory ex-
pected to continue, the Biden admin-
istration’s decision to end coal leasing 
in the Powder River Basin — the na-
tion’s largest coal-producing region — 
reflects clear market trends. And far 
from killing coal, the administration’s 
plan allows mining to continue as the 
market transitions.

Billions of tons of previously leased 
federal coal remain available for min-
ing from 270 tracts across the nation, 
which combined cover an area larger 
than Rocky Mountain National Park. 
One Montana mine has enough coal to 
keep operating until 2060. Taken 
together, economic effects related to 
ending new coal leasing in the Powder 
River Basin may not be felt until the 
2040s and beyond.

Coal companies are well aware that 
U.S. energy markets have rapidly 
changed, a fact they soberly tell inves-
tors: “Over the last few years, custom-
ers have shifted to long-term supply 
agreements with shorter durations, 
driven by the reduced utilization of 
(coal) plants and plant retirements, flu-
idity of natural gas pricing and the in-
creased use of renewable energy sourc-
es,” Wyoming’s largest coal producer, 
Peabody Energy, disclosed in its 2023 
financial filing.

Even with declining markets, the 
Biden administration did not come to 
the decision on its own. Arguing that 
BLM’s past reviews of coal’s contri-
butions to climate change were inad-
equate, a coalition of environmental 

Photo courtesy of Powder River Basin Resource Council
Coal mining in Wyoming’s Powder River Basin.

Peter
Gartrell

Writers On 
The Range

Coal continues 
its precipitous 

decline

groups sued the government and won. 
That forced the agency to revisit wheth-
er more coal leasing was warranted.

“For decades, mining has affected 
public health, our local land, air, and 
water, and the global climate,” said 
Lynne Huskinson, a retired coal miner. 
She’s a member of the Powder River 
Basin Resource Council, a Wyoming 
landowners’ group that was among the 
plaintiffs.

Now, she said, “we look forward to 
BLM working with state and local part-
ners to ensure a just economic transi-
tion for the Powder River Basin as we 
move toward a clean energy future.”

Huskinson lives in Gillette, Wyo., 
where a dozen highly mechanized strip 
mines sprawl across the grasslands of 
the Powder River Basin. The Wyoming 
mines alone produce 40 percent of U.S. 
coal while employing less than 10 per-
cent of the nation’s 44,000 coal work-
ers.

The Basin’s mines have leased 8 bil-
lion tons of federal coal since the 1990s, 
a cheap and plentiful supply for the in-
dustry. The leasing process allows com-
panies to nominate desired tracts, and 
then bid with little or no competition. 
Winning bidders often pay less than $1 
a ton for coal, plus a nominal annual 
rent and a royalty after final sale.

There is little question that leas-
ing helped launch and sustain the re-
gion’s energy boom. But in his 2022 
decision, Judge Brian Morris of the 
Federal District Court of Montana 
cast his eye toward the future. Morris 
wrote that federal law required BLM 
to consider “long-term needs of future 
generations” that included “recreation, 
range, timber, minerals, watershed, 

wildlife and fish, and natural sce-
nic, scientific, and historical values.” 
The judge also gave the federal agency 
an out: “Coal mining represents a po-
tentially allowable use of public lands, 
but BLM is not required to lease public 
lands.”

Morris’ words cleared the way for BLM 
to stop leasing, a decision that dovetails 
with a Colorado College poll that found 
most residents in eight Rocky Moun-
tain states — including Wyoming and 
Montana — want Congress to prioritize 
conservation over energy development 
on public lands.

The legal wrangling will likely con-

tinue, with the BLM reviewing protests 
from the coal industry and its political 
allies that lay the groundwork for more 
lawsuits. For now, though, it seems the 
Biden administration’s decision to keep 
coal in the ground not only follows the 
market and the law, but public opinion, 
too.

Peter Gartrell is a contributor to Writ-
ers on the Range, writersontherange.
org, an independent nonprofit dedicated 
to spurring lively conversation about the 
West. He is a consultant in Washington, 
D.C., and covered coal leasing issues as 
a journalist and congressional staffer.

By GENE LYONS
Some of my best friends are cat peo-

ple. I’m particularly indebted to our 
neighbor Laura, a self-described “crazy 
cat lady,” who took in Albert, the most 
unusual feline I’ve known.

One time, when we lived in the coun-
try, we walked through the fields to 
check on Albert, where he’d set up tem-
porary headquarters hunting mice in 
the neighbor’s hay barn. He came saun-
tering out to greet us, walking straight 
through a flock of turkey vultures clean-
ing up carrion on the ground. The buz-
zards paid him no mind. My wife was 
flabbergasted.

Albert always had his own plan -- ex-
cept for one time after I’d broken three 
ribs in a fall from a horse. He converted 
himself from a barn cat to a house pet, 
sitting on the arm of my chair, purring 
and helping me watch the Red Sox on 
TV until I healed up.

I was absurdly fond of that cat.
Altogether, Albert lived with us for 10 

years before relocating to Laura’s front 
porch. After moving back to town, we’d 
adopted an energetic young dog -- a 
Great Pyrenees-husky mix who thinks 

cat-pestering is great fun. I don’t believe 
he means to hurt them -- Aspen is a 
friendly, gentle animal in other respects 
-- but Albert wasn’t sticking around to 
find out. I figured he’d adapt, but he 
chose Laura’s front porch instead.

He’s always been a shrewd judge of 
character. Laura feeds him, pets him 
and takes him to the vet. We pay the vet 
bills and make occasional visits, where 
he’s somewhat aloof but friendly. So, it’s 
all worked out for the best.

Indeed, Laura has recently managed 
something I’d have thought impossible: 
She’s converted the now 15-year-old or-
ange tabby to an indoor cat. He no longer 
prowls the neighborhood killing rats and 
getting into fights. He’s living as an older 
gentleman among Laura’s several cats.

In short, she’s a feline philanthropist 
and a wonderful neighbor. I know she 
has elderly parents nearby whom she 
cares for, but Laura’s intimate life isn’t 
something we talk about. Her immedi-
ate family consists of her and the cats.

In other words, J.D. Vance can kiss 
my grits, as we say in Arkansas when 
we’re being nice.

I don’t know if “weird” is the right 

word, but he and Donald Trump are 
definitely soul brothers. Try to imagine 
why a politician would be fool enough to 
call Jennifer Aniston, the widely beloved 
actress -- she has a reported 45 million 
Instagram followers -- “disgusting.”

Aniston’s sin was objecting to the 
“childless” part of “childless cat ladies 
who are miserable in their own lives” 
and therefore “have no direct stake in 
America.”

On her Instagram account, the ac-
tress, who has made no secret of her 
struggles to become a mother, com-
mented, “Mr. Vance, I pray that your 
daughter is fortunate enough to bear 
children of her own one day. I hope she 
will not have to turn to IVF as a second 
option. Because you are trying to take 
that away from her too.”

It’s true. A fierce anti-abortion activ-
ist, Vance voted against a Democratic 
bill to protect IVF rights. What he found 
“disgusting” was the actress’s mention 
of his 2-year-old daughter. Evidently, 
only he gets to use his children as politi-
cal pawns.

Has any national politician ever had a 
more unfortunate coming-out? This guy 

makes Alaska “hockey mom” Sarah Pal-
in look like Abraham Lincoln. As blog-
ger Charles Pierce puts it, “Vance may 
be the worst public politician I have ever 
seen. No kidding. This guy could screw 
up a two-car funeral if you spotted him 
the hearse.”

Vance’s liege and sovereign lord, 
meanwhile, has been going around the 
country promising his followers that if 
he’s elected in 2024, there won’t be any 
need for future elections. Or something.

“Christians, get out and vote! Just 
this time,” Donald Trump told an au-
dience of evangelicals last week. “You 
won’t have to do it anymore. Four more 
years. You know what? It’ll be fixed! It’ll 
be fine! You won’t have to vote anymore, 
my beautiful Christians. I love you, 
Christians! I’m a Christian.”

Yeah, well, if he’s a Christian, I’m the 
pope.

On her Fox News program, Laura In-
graham all but begged Trump to clear 
up his ambiguous remarks. Surely, he 
didn’t mean to say he’d rule as a dicta-
tor?

Trump only repeated himself in one of 
his classic bafflegab statements: “Don’t 
worry about the future,” he said. “You 
have to vote on Nov. 5. After that, you 
don’t have to worry about voting any-
more. I don’t care, because we’re going 
to fix it. The country will be fixed, and 
we won’t even need your vote anymore 
because frankly, we will have such love 
if you don’t want to vote anymore, that’s 
OK.”

We’re all supposed to pretend that 
Trump’s engaging in strategic ambigu-
ity, and not simply a cunning but con-
fused old man slipping into senility.

Truth is, he’s halfway gone.

Arkansas Times columnist Gene Ly-
ons is a National Magazine Award win-
ner and co-author of “The Hunting of the 
President” (St. Martin’s Press, 2000). 
You can email Lyons at eugenelyons2@
yahoo.com.

J.D. Vance vs. The cat people
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BACK-TO- SCHOOL
2024TheABC’s of Safety:

With kids heading back to school, it’s a good time to think 
about their safety to and from school, on the bus and at home. 
With the help of our sponsors, we hope this information will 
help you and your kids have a safe school year.

It’s best if children are accompanied by adults or a group 
of friends when heading to or from school or the school bus. 
But that not always possible, so children need to take these 
precautions:
• Always watch for cars
• Bus safety
• Careful crossing streets
• Don’t forget you home address
• Emergency plan with family
• Friends are good walking partners
• Gangs are not friends
• Help smaller students
• Inform yourself of school rules
• Jaywalking is dangerous
• Know where to find your parents
• Look out for bad influences
• Make good friends
• Never accept rides from anybody
• Organize yourself
• Playground safety
• Quick evacuation plan from bus in case of fire
• Respect school instructors
• Stay away from strangers
• Train tracks are dangerous
• Use crosswalk
• Vehicle safety
• Weapon awareness
• X-Crossing: watch for cars
• Yellow means caution
• Zip your jacket in the winter!

Century 
Property 

Management 
& Sales, LLC

823 Main St. • Alamosa
589-5744

La Jara
Pharmacy

412 Main St. • La Jarra
274-5109

Airgas
6685 W US Hwy 160

Alamosa
589-5810

1403 Tremont Ave. • Alamosa 16555 State Hwy 136 •  La Jara 

Larson 
Law

319 Ross Ave.
Alamosa
587-1992

Stone’s Farm 
Supply, Inc.

3rd & Torres • Center
719-754-3453

Have a Safe
School Year!

www.alamosanews.com

719-589-2553
2205 State Ave.

Alamosa

www.AlamosaStateBank.com
Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender

2225 Main St. • Alamosa
719-589-2564

Equal Housing Lender

TrueLocalBank.com
Member FDIC

719-657-3376
Del Norte • 705 Grand Ave.

719-658-0126
106 S. Main St. • Creede

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — 
When it comes to work-
force housing throughout 
Colorado, there are only 
a handful of communi-
ties like the one in South 
Fork that offer genuine 
workforce housing and 
according to co-developer 
Tammy Dorsett, this is a 
chance for people to own 
a home and be successful 
at it. 

For the past year, South 
Fork has watched as the 
new Sawmill Meadows af-
fordable

housing project began to 
rise from the ground and 
now, thanks to a mild win-
ter, a beautiful spring, the 
first phase of homes are 
looking for owners.

“When potential buyers 
go through this process, 
the first thing we like 
for them to understand 
is that the process is de-
signed to make you a suc-
cessful homeowner. We 
always try to tell people 
that want to apply that 

Photo courtesy of Tammy Dorsett
Sawmill Meadows in South Fork offers a unique oppor-
tunity for San Luis Valley residents who want to become 
homeowners. These dedicated workforce housing units 
are available for people who meet income guidelines 
and want to be homeowners in South Fork.

Sawmill Meadows offers unique 
homeowner opportunity in South Fork

these homes were made so 
that someone who never 
thought homeownership 
was a possibility could 
find that they are the per-
fect match,” said Dorsett.

The process for buying 
one of the homes in Saw-
mill Meadows is through 
the San Luis Valley Hous-
ing Authority which offers 
programs to employed 
residents of the Valley 
that fall within certain 
income guidelines. San 
Luis Valley Housing Au-
thority Executive Direc-
tor Dawn Melgares over-
sees the process and helps 
each applicant through it 
while ensuring that the 
home loan is within their 
income.

“The process takes work, 
but it is worth it in the 
end. Homeowners get the 
chance to lay down roots 
in the community and are 
able to afford something 
that can be passed on 
from generation to gen-
eration. It is a daunting 
process when you don’t 
know, but at the end of 

the day, there is nothing 
like being a homeowner,” 
said Dorsett.

Sawmill Meadows 
Workforce Housing is now 
available for purchase 
in the San Luis Valley 
through a coordinated 
effort between Sawmill 
Meadow Development, 
the Town of South Fork, 
and the State of Colora-
do Dept. of Local Affairs. 
Each have partnered to 
construct Phase 1 of a two-
phase workforce housing 
development.

According to developer 
Matt Dorsett, Tammy’s 
husband, the project is 
nearing the completion 
of Phase 1 and will be 
moving into Phase 2 by 
the end of the summer. 
Dorsett also plans to de-
velop rental workforce 
housing in the future.

Through the many ef-
forts of Dorsett in partner-
ship with the South Fork 
Housing Task Force and 
the

South Fork Town Board 
of Trustees, the project got 

off the ground in the fall of 
2023 and will

provide 20 low-income 
workforce housing for the 
area which follows the 
housing study done a year 
prior by the San Luis val-
ley Housing Coalition.

Dorsett has been work-
ing diligently to bring 
workforce housing to the 
area since he and his fam-
ily

relocated to the area 
three years ago and after 
learning of the housing 
crisis, decided to use his

experience to see that a 
project moved forward.

To make this opportu-
nity a reality, Sawmill 
Meadow Development 
forged a business

relationship with Fad-
ing West in Buena Vista 
which has been a pioneer 
of workforce housing in 
Colorado with their inno-
vative approach to modu-
lar home construction, 
utilizing high-quality ma-
terials with an efficient 
and standardized ap-
proach to construction.

By DAVID O. 
WILLIAMS

Colorado Newsline
Colorado’s attorney gen-

eral recently left open the 
possibility he will take a 
formal role in a case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
to help block a proposal 
that would send a massive 
surge of oil trains along the 
Colorado River.

Attorney General Phil 
Weiser last week expressed 
disappointment that the 
court in June agreed to re-
view Eagle County’s 2023 
appellate court win, which 
derailed the proposed 
Uinta Basin Railway proj-
ect in Utah. The project 
would likely result in a 
dramatic increase in haz-
ardous oil shipments trav-
eling through the Colorado 
mountains and Denver to-
ward Gulf Coast refineries.

“The proposed plan to 
run two-mile-long trains 
filled with hundreds of 
thousands of barrels of 
waxy crude oil along the 
Colorado River daily poses 
an extreme risk to this 
critical water source and 
the communities, indus-
tries, and farmers that rely 
on it,” Weiser wrote in an 
email statement to Colo-
rado Newsline. “This pro-
posal was rightfully tossed 
out by an appellate court. 
I am presently considering 
all options to protect the 
Colorado River — that in-
cludes weighing in with the 
U.S. Supreme Court as it 
reviews the case.”

The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the D.C. Circuit 
last year ruled the U.S. Sur-
face Transportation Board, 
which is the primary feder-
al regulatory agency over-
seeing U.S. rail projects, 
erred under the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
and ordered the agency to 
fix significant problems 
with the proposed 88-mile 
rail spur’s environmental 
impact statement.

The appeals court found 
the STB failed to properly 
weigh both the upstream 
and downstream impacts 
of oil production, including 
accident data, downline fire 
risks and the impact to en-
dangered fish from predict-
ed oil spills in the Colorado 
River. 

The seven Utah counties 
surrounding the Uinta Ba-
sin oil fields, which formed 
the Seven County Infra-
structure Coalition, peti-
tioned the Supreme Court 
to hear the case in March. 
The Seven County Infra-
structure Coalition v. Eagle 
County case will be heard 
during the high court’s 
next session, which begins 
in October.

Weiser — a former Su-

preme Court clerk to jus-
tices Byron White and 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, for-
mer dean of the University 
of Colorado law school, and 
former U.S. Justice De-
partment attorney in the 
anti-trust division — has 
been one of the top state of-
ficials critical of the Uinta 
Basin Railway project.

“I am disappointed the 
Supreme Court heard (the 
Uinta Basin) case. We won 
an important decision,” 
Weiser said in a phone in-
terview last week. “I have 
been a vocal critic of the idea 
of taking what seems to me 
a high-risk move through 
a fragile ecosystem by al-
lowing there to be the ship-
ping of oil in railway cars 
that could lead to the sort of 
ecological harms we’ve seen 
happen elsewhere.”

Weiser points to the en-
vironmental devastation 
of Norfolk Southern rail-
road’s East Palestine, Ohio, 
chemical train derailment 
last year.

“It doesn’t take much for 
a single incident to create 
extraordinary and lasting 
damage, and that, too, is 
a good basis for prohibit-
ing (the Uinta Basin) proj-
ect for going forward, so 
we’ll continue to make that 
case,” Weiser said. “I worry 
that a Supreme Court that 
is not interested in pro-
tecting our land, air and 
water could be less sympa-
thetic to this point. We did 
see that lack of sympathy 
in the case involving the 
Clean Water Act.”

In last year’s Sackett v. 
the Environmental Protec-
tion agency case, decades 
of federal wetlands protec-
tions under the Clean Wa-
ter Act were stripped away 
by the court, forcing Colo-
rado to stand up its own 
regulations after a compro-
mise with Republicans in 
the state Legislature.

Weiser said the only silver 
lining in that case was that 
conservative Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh sided with the 
liberal minority, joining 
Justices Sonia Sotomayor, 
Elena Kagan and Ketanji 
Brown Jackson in dissent-
ing against the ruling.

“We were successful in 
that case with Justice Ka-
vanaugh, but obviously 
we were still a vote short,” 
Weiser said. “I’m worried 
about all of our environ-
mental statutes if the mind-
set is, ‘How do we gut any 
environmental protections?’ 
We as a society are going 
pay a price for that, wheth-
er that’s coming from the 
Supreme Court or a second 
Trump administration.”

From an antitrust stand-
point, Weiser says consoli-
dation in the railroad in-

dustry has opened up new 
risks of harm, because less 
competition leads compa-
nies to be less committed 
to reliable, safe service 
and adequate staffing. 
While federal legislation is 
stalled, Colorado lawmak-
ers took up the issue last 
session and set up a new 
state rail safety office.

“Part of the challenge 
from a competition stand-
point is the Surface Trans-
portation Board I believe 
has had the sole authority 
to evaluate mergers in rail, 
and they’ve been willing to 
approve mergers in rail that 
really highly concentrated 

that industry,” Weiser said, 
specifically referring to the 
U.S. Justice Department 
objecting to the Union Pa-
cific merger with Southern 
Pacific in 1996.

“I think the system of 
oversight that does not 
allow the Justice Depart-
ment to stop anti-compet-
itive mergers is problem-
atic, and it’s problematic 
that the Surface Transpor-
tation Board took action in 
this case and did not take 
the Department of Justice 
competition concerns more 
seriously,” Weiser added. 
Now Union Pacific con-
trols most east-west freight 

through Colorado and is 
currently negotiating with 
the state for a new lease 
at the state-owned Moffat 
Tunnel.

Eagle County officials 
have said they hope the 
state will take a more ac-
tive role in the Uinta Ba-
sin Railway battle going 
forward, citing $450,000 in 
legal fees.

Democratic Colorado 
Gov. Jared Polis, in a rare 
statement on the Utah oil-
train project, which has 
united the state’s Demo-
cratic lawmakers in op-
position, said that if the 
Supreme Court greenlights 

the Uinta Basin Railway 
this fall, it will have “pro-
found implications across 
the West.”

“It’s a legal case that 
we’re following, of course,” 
Polis said recently in Vail, 
as quoted in the Colorado 
Times Recorder. “We’re 
actively monitoring it. It 
would have a major im-
pact on our state for sure, 
in terms of transportation. 
I don’t have any say over 
it. It’s not up to the gover-
nor. It’s a pending court 
case, so we’re aggressively 
monitoring it, and it would 
have profound implications 
across the West.”

Colorado AG weighs formal role as Supreme Court reviews oil-train case
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Bulletin

Follow sports editor 
Ken Hamrick on X. His 

handle is 
@KenHamrick1.

TUESDAY

Prep boys golf
Del Norte at Fowler 

Invitational (at Cottonwood 
Links), 9 a.m.
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Adams State Soccer 
Announces Coaching 

Hire
By MADYSON SCHLIEP

ASU sports information

ALAMOSA– Adams State Men’s and 
Women’s Soccer announces that Hannah 
Harbich-Kuster has joined the coaching 
staff’s as a goalkeepers coach on Monday.

Kuster, a native of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, comes to Adams State after 
finishing her playing career at Lynn 
University, in Boca Raton, Florida. 
Before joining Lynn University, she 
played a year at ASA College Miami and 
a season at Polk State College.

Kuster’s primary roles will consist 
of training the goalkeepers and player 
development on the field.

“I am thrilled and honored to be 
joining Adams State soccer staff as one 
of the Assistant Coaches. Having the 
opportunity to contribute to the growth 
and success of such a respected program 
is incredibly exciting. I look forward to 
working alongside talented athletes and 
coaches, fostering a culture of dedication 
and teamwork,” said Kuster.

While playing at Lynn University, 
Hannah posted a .723 save percentage 
during her senior season, having a 
remarkable shutout victory against Palm 
Beach Atlantic. Hannah earned SSC 
Commissioner Honor Roll recognition 
during all four years at Lynn. 

Head Coaches Alex Greco and Justin 
Gilfert released a joint statement: “We 
are excited to have Hannah working 
with both our teams. She has a great 
knowledge of the game and is an excellent 
student. Which will help our Student-
Athletes on and off the field.”

In the Spring of 2024, Hannah joined 
the Lynn University Women’s Basketball 
team as a manager where she was able 
to extend her knowledge on leadership 
and managing statistics. Summer of 
2024, Hannah helped coach the U-17 
C.R. Flamengo Women ‘s Goalkeepers 
and Goleiro Academy for all age groups. 
Hannah was able to share her knowledge, 
honing abilities and nurturing confidence 
in players.

“Every session was an opportunity to 
foster a deep understanding of the game, 
focusing on discipline and preparing 
those young athletes for the challenges 
ahead,” said Kuster. 

Hannah graduated with an Associates 
of Science in Sports and Fitness 
Management from ASA College Miami, a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Sports Management 
and a Graduate Certificate in Marketing 
from Lynn University. While at Adam’s 
State, Hannah will be getting her Master’s 
Degree in Leadership Management. 

Splashland to host 
triathlons

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Splashland Hot 
Springs Swimming Pool will host a kids 
only triathlon on Aug. 10 and the 10th 
Annual Sprint Triathlon on Sept. 7.

Kids Only Triathlon
The Kids Only triathlon will take place 

at 9 a.m. There are six age groups – 4-and-
younger, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12 and 13-14. 
There will be boys and girls divisions in 
each age group.

There will be three different courses. 
The wee folk is for children ages 6-and-
younger and it will consist of a 1/4-mile 
bike race, a 10-yard swim and a 1/8-mile 
run. The pathfinders is for ages 7-10 and 
it includes a ½-mile bike race, a 20-yard 
swim and a ¼-mile run. The trail blazers 
is for ages 11-and-older and it has a 
1-mile bike race, a 40-yard swim and a 
½-mile run.

There will be awards given to the top 
overall boy and girl in each age group.

Splashland is looking for support 
from sponsors for this event. A $300 
sponsorship will help offset expenses. 
Sponsors can remit their payments to 

Splashland Kids’ Only Tri, 5975 Griego 
Road, Alamosa, Colo., 81101.

It is also recruiting volunteers to help 
at various stages in the event.

For further information, contact 
Splashland Hot Springs Swimming 
Poll/race director Michael Bush at (719) 
298-0662 or email at splashlandllc@
hotmail.com.

Splashland Sprint Triathlon
The Splashland 10th Annual Benefit 

Triathlon will have 13 age groups for 
male, female and team divisions. The 
purpose is to raise funds to purchase 
disabled equipment, non-slip flooring, 
pool veranda to raise awareness of 
healthy lifestyles and habits.

The course will consist of a 3 ½-mile 
run, a 10-mile bike race and a 400-yard 
swim.

The sponsorship level is $500 for a 
gold sponsor, $300 for silver and $150 for 
bronze. Sponsors can remit their chech 
to Splashland Sprint Triathlon, 5975 
Griego Road, Alamosa, Colo.

For further information, contact 
Michael at (719) 298-0662.
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Lifestyle

Primary Home and / or 
Rental Home Loans

Purchase, Refinance and / or Construction

Commercial Loans
Real Estate Purchase, Refinance and /or Construction

Equipment Purchase and / or Refinance
Operating Lines of Credit

Agriculture Loans
Real Estate Purchase, Refinance and / or Construction

Equipment Purchase and / or Refinance
Cattle Purchase and / or Refinance

Operating Lines of Credit

Your Future 
Begins Today!

WWW.RGBANK.BANK
Call today!

Alamosa 719-589-2536
Monte Vista 719-852-5933

Pagosa Springs 719-731-4701
Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender • NMLS#421822

RG BANK has a full line of deposit products for your 
personal, business or farm & ranch needs!

Go online and / or use the RG BANK app to access to your accounts 24/7.  
Transfer funds, pay bills, use payroll ACH and more! 

By TRACY ROSS
Colorado Sun

A Native American tribe 
in Washington that prom-
ised 15 wolves to Colorado 
has rescinded its offer say-
ing the state has not hon-
ored concerns of the South-
ern Ute Tribe involving 
wolf reintroduction. 

Since soon after Colo-
rado voters approved re-
introducing wolves west 
of the Continental Divide, 
the Southern Ute Tribe 
has been trying to get Col-
orado Parks and Wildlife 
to acknowledge the tribe’s 
sovereignty in managing 
wolves on its land under 
an agreement covering 
hunting and fishing in the 
southwestern corner of the 
state. 

But the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Na-
tion says a lack of agree-
ment between the South-
ern Utes and the state is 
a deal-breaker. On June 6, 
Jarred-Michael Erickson, 
chairman of the Colville 
Business Council, wrote 
a letter to Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife Director Jeff 
Davis saying the Colville 
Tribes were withdrawing 
their resolution because 
“necessary and meaning-
ful consultation was not 
completed with the po-
tentially impacted tribes” 
when the state created 
and implemented its wolf 
reintroduction plan.

The Southern Ute 
Tribe’s concerns date back 
to at least 2020, when the 
tribal council approved a 
resolution drafted by its 
wildlife advisory board to 
oppose reintroduction. 

The resolution cited po-
tential impacts on both the 
Southern Ute Reservation 
and in the Brunot Agree-
ment Area, approximately 
3.7 million acres of the 
San Juan Mountain region 
the confederated bands of 
Utes were forced to cede to 
the federal government in 
1873.

Included in the 1873 
Agreement was a provision 
reserving the right of Utes 
to “hunt upon said land so 
long as the game lasts and 
the Indians are at peace 
with the white people.” 
In 2008, the Southern 
Ute Tribe entered a his-
toric agreement with CPW 
that expressed the intent 
of both governments to 
work cooperatively toward 
long-term conservation of 
wildlife within the Brunot 
Area. The Brunot Area 
Hunting Proclamation, 
which includes bag limits 
and permit numbers, is 
updated yearly.

The 2020 resolution to 
oppose reintroduction cit-
ed the impact of wolves on 
tribe member livelihoods, 
livestock on the reserva-
tion and wildlife includ-
ing elk, deer and Shiras 
moose. Steve Whiteman, 
a fish and wildlife biologist 
who was wildlife division 
head for the Southern Ute 
Tribe from 2002 to 2022, 
represented the tribe on 
the stakeholder advisory 
group that presented rec-
ommendations concerning 
reintroduction to CPW. 

Among key recommen-
dations were recognizing 
“the Brunot Agreement 
lands (i.e., consideration 
of management and Tribal 
consultation needs)” and 
developing “new intergov-
ernmental agreements 
or memoranda of under-
standing with Tribes.”

But the Colville Tribe’s 
letter indicates CPW 
hasn’t done enough. 

Early communications 
with CPW 

As reintroduction efforts 
continued to move forward, 
the tribe in 2021 sent a let-
ter to CPW communicat-

ing its concern that wolf 
restoration would “pres-
ent an unacceptable risk 
to our hunting resources.” 
The letter highlighted the 
problem of declining elk 
calf numbers in the San 
Juan Basin, attributed to 
drought, habitat loss and 
degradation, disease, rec-
reation impacts and other 
predators.  

“Additional pressure 
from an apex predator like 
the wolf would likely drive 
down the elk population 
further and reduce hunt-
ing opportunities,” the let-
ter said. “Any effort at wolf 
population management 
will only be possible many 
years into the future.” 

Tribal officials also were 
concerned big-game popu-
lations could be severely 
impacted by then, reduc-
ing hunting opportunities 
in the Brunot Area. They 
were critical of CPW’s “ar-
bitrary compensation cap” 
on livestock lost to depre-
dation. They wanted as-
surance of critical funding 
for a restoration program, 
research and monitoring, 
education and outreach 
as well as a conflict miti-
gation and compensation 
program. 

And they said that while 
the wolf management 
plan signaled “support of 
tribal self-determination 
and self-governance,” 
they wanted CPW to rec-
ognize a “broader recogni-
tion of tribal sovereignty” 
through the adoption of a 
tribal management plan 
or memorandum of un-
derstanding that would 
govern the management 
of gray wolves on the 
reservation and Brunot 
Area. 

The tribe sent another 
letter on Feb. 22, 2023, the 
last day for the public to 
submit comments on the 
proposed wolf manage-
ment plan. By then the 
agency had held five public 
meetings about the pro-
posal to hear community 
feedback, with a meeting 
Gunnison being the clos-
est to the Southern Ute 
Reservation. That letter 
mentioned the June 4 let-
ter as well as a request by 
Melvin J. Baker, chair-
man of the Southern Ute 
Tribe, asking CPW to limit 
releasing wolves to the In-
terstate 70 corridor north 
of the Brunot Area. 

In fact, the first five 
wolves were released Dec. 
18 north of I-70 on state 
land in Grand County. An-
other five were released 
Dec. 23 in Grand and Sum-
mit counties, also north of 
I-70. 

As of July 23, some of the 
wolves had ranged north 
to the Colorado-Wyoming 
border, east into Larimer 
and Clear Creek counties, 
west into western Routt 
and Rio Blanco counties, 
but only as far south as 
the border of Eagle County 
and Lake County, accord-
ing to on CPW’s Collared 
Gray Wolf Activity Map. 

However, CPW’s 
planned release area in-
cludes Montrose and Gun-
nison counties south of 
I-70 to the northern border 
of the Brunot Area. That 
may be one reason the 
Colville Tribe decided to 
rescind its offer of Wash-
ington wolves to the agen-
cy. Representatives did not 
respond to requests for an 
interview.

In early May, Southern 
Ute Tribe council mem-
ber Andrew Gallegos gave 
the CPW commission a 
presentation on the his-
tory and establishment 
of the Ute reservations, 
the Brunot Area, wild-
life management and the 
Brunot hunting program. 

Some key takeaways were 
the need for a strong gov-
ernment to government 
relationship and that the 
tribes know how to best 
manage their resources. 

But the Colville Tribe in 
its June 6 letter wrote: “It 
is further recommended 
that all directives regard-
ing the request from the 
State of Colorado that the 
Tribes provide wolves, that 
were passed up to the date 
of this recommendation be 
rescinded, including, but 
not limited to those passed 
on Sept. 19, 2023, and Oct. 
3, 2023.”

The Colville Tribe’s nat-
ural resources and wildlife 
division indicated a letter 
would be coming June 11 
and it was sent on June 18, 
Gonzales said in an email.  

“Because the original 
agreement has only been 
rescinded at this time and 
does not close the door to 
future conversations or op-
portunities to work with 
the Tribe, CPW chose not 
to release this informa-
tion,” she added.  

State statute doesn’t re-
quire the agency to share 
communications with the 
public, but some ranchers 
are unhappy about CPW 
withholding this one. 

“I guess it isn’t part of 
their building back trust 
program,” Grand County 
Commissioner Meritt 
Linke said, referring to 
promises Davis made dur-
ing a commissioner’s meet-
ing Jan. 25. “Once again, 
I would question what 
would be the benefit of 
keeping this secret. It’s re-
ally not about wolves any-
more. It’s about politics.” 

Davis said in a state-
ment last week that while 
the Colville Business 
Council, tribal govern-
ment and natural resourc-
es committee’s decision is 
“disappointing,” we have a 
“strong relationship” with 
the Confederated Tribes 
of the Colville Reserva-
tion and “hope to continue 
these conversations in the 
future.” 

CPW will continue 
working with other poten-
tial sources for wolves and 
isn’t “contemplating halt-
ing our implementation of 
the plan,” he added. 

Southern Ute Tribe’s 
statement 

On Friday, the Southern 
Ute Tribe released a state-
ment on Colville’s deci-

sion, saying that since the 
passage of gray wolf rein-
troduction, the tribe has 
been “actively engaged in 
collaborative efforts” with 
CPW and the attorney 
general’s office to address 
its concerns “including po-
tential impacts of wolves 
on livestock, deer and elk 
herds, and the exercise 
of Brunot Area hunting 
rights reserved for Tribal 
Members.”  

“The Southern Ute In-
dian Tribe deeply values 
its progressive and strong 
relationship with Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife,” it con-
tinued, “and will continue 
to collaborate with them 
to establish a framework 
for working together that 
enables the state to imple-
ment its reintroduction 
program while simulta-
neously recognizing the 
sovereign authority of the 

Tribe on tribal lands and 
the interest shared by the 
Tribe and the state in the 
Brunot Area.” 

In an email Friday, CPW 
said, “the nature of tribal 
governance and state/
federal governance can 
present valuable learn-
ing opportunities. CPW is 
committed to working with 
our tribal partners to find 
solutions and move for-
ward.”

15 wolves promised to Colorado by a 
Washington tribe aren’t coming
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Public Notices

163 - LOST &
FOUND

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 963-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On May 20, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Jess Medina
Original Beneficiary(ies)
VECTRA BANK COLORADO, N.A.
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
COLORADO HOUSING AND FINANCE AUTHORITY
Date of Deed of Trust
September 30, 2002
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
October 01, 2002
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
308518 
Original Principal Amount
$52,067.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$25,437.11
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
A tract of land in the E 1/2 SE 1/4 of Section 12, Township 37 North, 
Range 10 East of the N.M.P.M., more particularly described as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point on the East line of the E 1/2 SE 1/4 of said 
Section 12, where such East line intersects the Northerly right of way 
line of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad (which point is 
100 feet from, when measured at right angles to, the center line of 
said Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad right of way); thence 
North 83° 10’ 07” West, 416 feet; thence North 0°27’ 23” East, 209 
feet; thence South 83° 10’ 07” East, 416 feet to a point on the East 
line of the E 1/2  SE 1/4 of said Section 12; thence South 0° 27’ 27” 
West along said East line 209 feet to the point of beginning, Alamosa 
County, Colorado LOAN MODIFICATION RECORDED ON 5/12/2003 
AT RECEPTION NO. 311836 TO ATTACH THE CHFA RIDER.
*PURSUANT TO AFFIDAVIT OF SCRIVENER’S ERROR RECORD-
ED ON MAY 7, 2024 AT RECEPTION NO. 391704 TO CORRECT 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION.
Also known by street and number as: 7935 S HARMONY RD, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 09/18/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 7/24/2024
Last Publication 8/21/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 05/20/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Alison L. Berry #34531
Lynn M. Janeway #15592
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9540 Maroon Circle, Suite 320, Englewood, 
CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 23-030500
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4041.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 31, August 7, 14, 21, 2024.

NOTICE
The Centennial School in San Luis, CO is currently taking bids to re-
place the padding, carpet, and vinyl flooring in a house that the school 
district owns. For more information, any questions, or to submit a bid, 
please contact Ernie Rael at 719-672-3322 or 719-672-3406.
No. 4043.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, August 2, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 10, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE
The Centennial School in San Luis, CO is now taking silent bids 
for a 2007 Dodge Caravan. It has 307,000 miles, 3.3L V6. Please 
turn in your bid in a sealed envelope at 14644 Hwy 159 in San Luis, 
Colorado. Or, email it to P.O. Box 350, San Luis, Colorado 81152 by 
August 15th, 2024.
No. 4044.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, August 2, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 10, & 13, 2024.

District Court  
Alamosa County, Colorado

Court Address: 8955 Independence Way
Alamosa, CO 81101
In the Matter of the Estate of: VIRGINIA MARTIN, a/k/a VIRGINIA L. 
MARTIN, a/k/a VIRGINIA LOIS MARTIN, a/k/a VIRGINIA McCARTY 
MARTIN, a/k/a LOIS VIRGINIA MARTIN
Deceased 
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): 
Helen Sigmond, P.C.
P.O. Box 1270
Alamosa, CO 81101
Phone Number: (719)589-6626  E-mail: helen@helensigmondpc.
com
FAX Number: N/A Atty. Reg. #: 13019
Case Number: 2024 PR 30023
Division   Courtroom
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Virginia Martin, Deceased  Case Number 2024 PR 30023 
 
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
X District Court of Alamosa, County, Colorado or 
X Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before December 2, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be forever 
barred.
Teresa M. Durham
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
901 Celestial Lane, P.O. box 697
Address
Edna, TX 77957
City, State, Zip Code
No. 4049.
Published in the Valley Courier July 31, August 7, & 14, 2024.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID
SALE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY

The Centennial School District R-1 is seeking sealed bids for the sale 
of the following property:
Property Description:
* Location: W2 OF LT 16 BLK 4 SAN LUIS 
* Size: 293.7 x 27.7
* Current Use: Vacant lot
Bid Submission:
* Submission Deadline: Bid Deadline Date August 12, 2024
* Submission Address:  Centennial School District Administration Of-
fice,14644 Hwy 159 PO Box 350 San Luis, CO 81152
* Joe.Garcia@centennial.k12.co.us 
* Starting bid: $7,000.00 
Additional Information:
* Bidders are encouraged to inspect the property prior to submission.
* The Centennial School District reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids.
For further details, contact Joe Garcia at 719-672-3322 or at joe.gar-
cia@centennial.k12.co.us.
No. 4058.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 6, 7, 9, & 10, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by and before 
the Board of Trustees of the Town of Center, Colorado (the “Town”) 
on the proposed approval of the Center Urban Renewal Plan, (the 
“Plan”) in the Town Hall, 294 South Worth Street, Center, CO 81125 
at the hour of 5:30 P.M. Mountain Daylight Time on September 10, 
2024. The proposed Urban Renewal Area in the Plan is depicted on 
the map attached to this notice. 
The purpose of the hearing is to consider (1) if the area included in the 
proposed Plan is a blighted area as described in Section 31-25-103, 
C.R.S., (2) if the Town Trustees should approve the Plan, (3) other un-
dertakings and activities in accordance with the Colorado Urban Re-
newal Law by the Town and the Center Urban Renewal Authority (the 
“Authority”). The Plan does not authorize the use of eminent domain.   
The general scope of the proposed new Plan includes undertakings 
of the Authority, the Town, and private enterprise for the elimination 
and prevention of blight, including, without limitation, use of tax in-
crement financing and other tools and activities authorized by law 
and the proposed Plan for the redevelopment of the Plan Area.  The 
proposed Plan is [is posted on the Town of Center website and on 
file with and may be inspected at the office of the Town Clerk at the 
above-described address.  Any person or organization desiring to be 
heard will be afforded an opportunity to be heard at such hearing. 
Published under the authority of the Trustees of the Town of Center 
on August 5, 2024
No. 4063.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 7, 2024.

ALAMOSA COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before 
the Alamosa County Land Use Administrator Monday, September 9, 
2024 at 2:00 PM, at the Alamosa County Annex Building, 8999 In-
dependence Way, Suite 100, Alamosa, Colorado for the purpose of 
considering an application for a Replat submitted by Laura Pochardt. 
The applicant is proposing to replat tracts identified as 2265 N Hwy 17 
(parcel 513722101001) and Parcel 513722300056 located in Section 
22, Township 39 North, Range 10 East of the New Mexico Principal 
Meridian, County of Alamosa, State of Colorado. 
The legal description is: Tract 1-R and Lot 2-C of the Replat of Lot 
1 & Consolidation of Lots 2 & 3, Block 5, Unit 16, Sangre De Cristo 
Estates, according to the plat recorded June 3, 2024 at Reception No 
391956 in the records of the Clerk and Recorder, County of Alamosa, 
State of Colorado.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection 
in the Alamosa County Land Use Office at 8999 Independence Way 
Suite 100 during regular office hours or by calling (719) 589-3812.
Richard Hubler
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
No. 4064.
Published in the Valley Courier on August 7, 2024.

LOST: YOUNG FE-
MALE TORTOISE-
SHELL CAT. Fixed, 
no chip or collar. Lost 
from NAVAJO TRAIL 
ANTIQUES, ABOUT 3 
MILES EAST OF ALA-
MOSA ON HIGHWAY 
160. REWARD for safe 
return! Linda, 719-580-
4463. (8/13/24)
FOUND:  WALKING 
CANE at ALAMOSA 
RECYCLING CEN-
TER. Call 719-589-3813 
to ID & claim. (8/13/24)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(8/28/24)
LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(9/6/24-monthly)

COME BE A part of the 
growing CENTENNI-
AL R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications for 
a TRANSPORTATION 
DIRECTOR, will re-
main open until August 
14, 2024. Please submit 
a resume, three letters of 
recommendation, perti-
nent transcripts, and a 
background check/valid 
CDE license with an 
application. Submit ap-
plication through https://
www.applitrack.com/
centennialschool/onlin-
eapp or email kimba.
rael@centennial.k12.
co.us. This full-time 
position qualifies for 
a competitive benefits 
package and salary as 
outlined through our 
Master  Agreement, 
which is available at cen-
tennial.k12.co.us. The 
starting pay range for 
transportation director 
is $35,000-$43,000. We 
are doing great things 
in SAN LUIS; it’s the 
perfect time to join our 
team. (8/14/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is accepting ap-
plications for ALL DE-
PARTMENTS: lifts, ski 
school, base operations, 
food & beverage/bak-
ers & baristas, rental, 
retail, ticket office, snow 
reporting/guest services, 
ski patrol, grooming, 
snow removal, custodial 
building maintenance, 
and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download 
an application and see 
job descriptions please 
visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.
com. Send resumes and 
applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreek-
ski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are 
winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with ski-
ing privileges. Starting 
wage of $18/hour with 
merit increases based on 
performance and experi-
ence. (10/30/24)
CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is now 
accepting applications 
for the position of 6-12 
IN SCHOOL SUSPEN-
SION I N T ERV EN-
TIONIST, for the 2024-
2025 School Year. Qual-
ifications; HS Diploma, 
with Bachelor’s degree 
in related field preferred, 
or related experience. 
Requires flexible work-
ing hours, Bilingual/
English preferred, or 
such alternative as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. All candidates 
must pass a background 
check. Applications can 
be found on the District 
Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment- oppor-
tunities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442.  Application 
Deadline: Until Position 
is Filled. EOE. (8/13/24)

HARVEST TRUCK 
DRIVERS, Class A 
CDL required, seasonal, 
full time, must pass drug 
and alcohol test. Call 
719-588-3516. (8/24/24)
JUSTICE AND HER-
ITAGE ACADEMY 
in ANTONITO, CO 
is seeking a dedicated 
SECONDARY MATH 
TEACHER and K-12 
SUBSTITUTES for the 
2024-2025 academic 
year. If you have a pas-
sion for math and educa-
tion, we would love to 
hear from you. Please 
submit your letter of 
intent and resume to 
mike@cccwater.org. 
Competitive pay at $15 
per hour and part-time 
posit ions ava i lable. 
(8/24/24)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for full-time CUSTO-
DIAN. This is a full-
time position with ben-
efits. Preference will 
be given to applicants 
with maintenance ex-
perience. A complete 
list of desired qualifica-
tions and experience 
can be viewed on the 
district website. Monte 
Vista School District of-
fers a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, HSA match, and 
life coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Maintenance 
and Custodial Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by August 15, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. For application 
questions, contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(8/13/24)
NOT ICE OF JOB 
OPENING for SYS-
T E M OPE R AT OR: 
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
RURAL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, Inc., 
located at 3625 US Hwy 
160 W, MONTE VISTA, 
Colorado, currently has 
an open position for a 
SYSTEM OPERATOR. 
Work hours are Monday 
– Thursday, 6:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., forty hours/
week plus additional 
time as duties require. 
Duties are primarily 
performed indoors and 
rotational standby cov-
erage is required. Re-
sponsible for two-way 
radio communications 
with field personnel, 
prepares and executes 
electric system switch-
ing orders, extensive 
use of SCADA, real 
time meter data, vehicle 
tracking, outage man-
agement software and 
mapping system. Edu-
cation Requirements: 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, or Math 
(STEM) associate’s 
degree, or journeyman 
lineman certification, 
or additional testing will 
be required as well as 
pre-employment drug 
screening and back-
ground check. Visit our 
website at www.slvrec.
com to complete the job 
application. Applica-
tions will not be accept-
ed after close of business 
on Tuesday, August 13. 
EOE. (8/10/24)
CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
Must have a high school 
d ip lom a  a nd  some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co. (9/6/24)
H E L P  WA N T E D : 
SHORT-TERM, person 
to do HEAVY-DUTY 
HOUSE CLEANING; 
ceiling, walls, windows. 
Please call 719-589-
3788, 2-4pm. (8/13/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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SAN LUIS VALLEY 
REC is seeking bids 
from a qualified IN-
DEPENDENT CON-
TRACTOR to PER-
FORM LAWN CARE 
AND HEDGE TRIM-
MING. The bid must in-
clude labor costs and ex-
penses related to the use 
of equipment, tools and 
supplies, as these items 
will not be provided by 
San Luis Valley REC. 
The contractor must 
also carry insurance 
and provide a certificate 
of insurance as proof 
of coverage. Contractor 
must submit an invoice 
to San Luis Valley REC 
on a regular basis to 
receive payment. Bids 
can be returned in per-
son, by mail or email 
and must be submit-
ted by August 12, 2024 
by 5:00 PM. The email 
address is mtrujillo@
slvrec.com If you have 
questions, please call 
Shawn McKibbon at 
719-852-6676. 3625 US 
Hwy. 160 W, MON-
TE VISTA, CO 81144. 
Weekly Expectations: 
1. Seasonal raking of 
leaves and general yard 
clean-up as necessary. 2. 
Must mow and take care 
of weeds on a weekly 
basis. 3. Trim hedges 
as needed. If interested, 
a tour of the grounds 
can be scheduled prior 
to submitting your bid 
for a better idea of the 
requirements. (8/10/24) 
L & M  S A LVA G E 
YARD is looking for a 
PARTS SPECIALIST 
& WRECKER DRIV-
ER, Hiring full time 
position. Valid driver’s 
license. Knowledge of 
vehicles preferred. Ap-
ply in person. (8/10/24)

DEL NORTE BANK is 
seeking to fill a full-time 
position for a TELL-
ER in the CREEDE 
BRANCH. Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting customers. 
Many other duties will 
be assigned as need-
ed. The position is per-
manent, full-time, M – F, 
8am – 4:30pm, an hourly 
rate range of $14.42 to 
$17.00, with a robust 
benefits package. Appli-
cation available at True-
LocalBank.com/careers 
or inquire at 117 N. Main 
St, CREEDE or call 719-
657-3376 and ask for 
Dawn. EOE. (8/16/24)
ARE YOU A motivated 
individual with a pas-
sion for accuracy and 
efficiency? SLV BE-
HAVIORAL HEALTH 
GROUP is seeking a 
highly organized and de-
tail-oriented PAYROLL 
SPECIALIST to join 
our staff. The ideal can-
didate will have experi-
ence in processing pay-
roll for a medium-sized 
organization and be able 
to process payroll on 
a bi-weekly basis. We 
offer a competitive sal-
ary and great benefits 
package. Position starts 
at $22.00 per hour. For 
more information and to 
apply, visit our website 
at: www.slvbhg.org/-
now-hir ing. Position 
closes August 12, 2024. 
(8/10/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill the 
position of BUDGET 
ANALYST within the 
Business and Finance 
department. You can 
apply https://adams.wd1.
myworkdayjobs.com/
en-US/ASU/deta i ls /
Budget-Analyst_R188. 
We look forward to 
hearing from you. If 
you have any questions 
please reach out to our 
Human Resources de-
partment 719-587-7990. 
(9/4/24)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a PART-TIME 
F O O D  S E R V I C E 
EMPLOYEE for the 
2024-25 school year. 
The position is for 2.5 
hours per day (11:30 
am – 2:00 pm), Monday 
–Thursday, at MON-
TE VISTA MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Food Service 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by August 12, 2024, 
or until the position is 
filled.   For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (8/10/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for an INFANT or 
TODDLER TEACHER 
at the MVSD EARLY 
L E A R N I NG  C E N -
TER. A complete list 
of qualifications can be 
viewed on the district 
website. The district of-
fers a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, HSA match, and 
life coverage.  The sal-
ary for this position will 
be paid from the current 
MVSD Paraprofessional 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by education 
and experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by August 12, 2024, 
or until the position is 
filled. For application 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(8/10/24)
COLORADO ROCK 
& DI RT EXCAVA-
TION, based in PA-
GOSA SPRINGS, is 
expanding our team. We 
are looking for experi-
enced CDL Drivers-lo-
cal driving only. This is 
a full time position, of-
fering competitive pay, 
health insurance, 401K 
and PTO. Please email 
resume to colorador-
ock08@gmail.com or 
contact the office at 970-
264-3478. (8/20/24)



Page 10 Valley Courier Wednesday, August 7, 2024

Classifieds

347 - HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS

737 - RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES

415 -  HOMES
 FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 
PROPERTIES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

601 - APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

368 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

353 - FARM &
LIVESTOCK

611- HOMES 
FOR RENT

426 - MOBILE HOMES 
FOR SALE

525 - 
GUNS

324 - SEED
 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 
GARDEN

341 - GARAGE 
SALE

350 - FARM 
EQUIPMENT

360 - MISC. 
FOR SALE

719-589-2564
2225 Main St.

Alamosa

Alamosa State Bank (ASB) is seeking a Full Time 
Operations Assistant to join our team in the Alamosa 

office.  The position is responsible for a variety of 
administrative and clerical support duties including 
reconciliations, making routine calculations, making 

entries, and tracking various transactions.  Assign-
ments will be in operational areas including general 

ledger, bookkeeping, and auditing.  The position 
requires critical thinking, organizational skills, and 
attention to detail.  Qualified candidates will have 

demonstrated ability to work independently as well 
as cooperatively in a team environment.  A bachelor’s 
degree and/or experience in banking, accounting, or 

finance is preferred but not required.       
Compensation for this position is commensurate 

with your qualifications and experience.  ASB offers 
a comprehensive benefit program that includes 

a discretionary bonus, medical, dental and vision 
plans, 401(k) plan, life insurance, and paid leave ben-

efits.  Applications are available at ASB and should 
be submitted to Kate@alamosastatebank.com.  This 

position will remain open until August 10, 2024.
Member FDIC- An Equal Opportunity Employer

PART TIME JOB 
FOR A VETERAN: 
ALAMOSA COUNTY 
is seeking a HALF-
TIME ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ASSISTANT 
to assist the Veteran’s 
Services Officer. The 
State of Colorado re-
quires the PERSON 
B E  A N  H O N O R-
ABLY DISCHARGED 
VETERAN who will 
provide administra-
t ive assistance and 
can become a certi-
fied Veteran Service 
Officer after complet-
ing training. Applica-
tions can be found at 
https://alamosacounty.
colorado.gov/category/
press-release. For ques-
tions, please contact 
Sonia Salinas at 719-
587-5314 or ssalinas@
alamosacounty.org. 
(8/20/24)
RAINBOW’S END 
T H R I F T  S T O R E 
seeking MANAGER in 
ALAMOSA. Position 
works closely with the 
Director of Enterprises, 
store staff, volunteers, 
and La Puente pro-
grams to run daily thrift 
store operations with 
the goal of maximizing 
proceeds, communicat-
ing the mission and 
impact of La Puente, 
bui lding donor and 
community relations, 
and reducing waste. 
Salary $35-$40k. 15% 
net profit bonus. Full 
benefits package. Send 
resume/cover letter & 
request job descrip-
tion: hr@lapuente.net.  
La Puente, P.O. Box 
1235, Alamosa, CO  
81101; 719 589-5909 
(Ext 238); www.lapu-
ente.net. (8/9/24)
TERRACE IRRIGA-
TION COMPAN Y 
is seeking an indi-
vidual for the position 
of DITCH RIDER/
RESERVOIR SUPER-
INTENDENT. The po-
sition includes moni-
toring reservoir levels, 
adjusting and main-
taining head- gates 
and ditches, and daily 
recordkeeping of water 
deliveries, in order to 
ensure accurate delivery 
of water to users. Farm 
or water delivery back-
ground helpful but not 
required. There will 
be on the job training. 
Mileage reimburse-
ment will be provided. 
Pre-employment drug 
test/ random drug tests 
and background check 
are required. Salary 
dependent on experi-
ence. Contact the Ditch 
Secretary at 719-852-
2144 for an application. 
(8/20/24)
WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hiring a Full 
Ti me  STA F F AC-
COUNTANT. Those 
with Bookkeeping, Pay-
roll, Accounts Payable 
or public accounting 
experience are encour-
aged to apply. Famil-
iarity with Microsoft 
Excel is preferred. At-
tention to detail, and 
organizational skills 
are required. The of-
fice is located at the Ski 
Area located on top of 
Wolf Creek Pass and 
requires commuting 
throughout the year. 
This is a year-round 
position, with longer 
hours during the winter 
operating months, and 
a shorter work week 
in the summer months. 
This position offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$34 per hour depend-
ing on experience. Full 
slate of insurance ben-
efits and PTO available 
after a probationary 
period. Please email re-
sume to: Payroll@Wolf-
CreekSki.com (8/31/24)
I NEED HARVEST 
H E L P  &  T RU C K 
DRIVERS needed for 
POTATO HARVEST 
starting September 3. 
Please text me at 719-
850-2137. (8/28/24)

WOLF CREEK SKI 
AREA is hi r ing an 
ACCOUNTING AS-
SISTANT. Those with 
Bookkeeping, Account-
ing, Clerical or Human 
Resources experience 
are encouraged to ap-
ply. The office is located 
at the Ski Area located 
on top of Wolf Creek 
Pass and requires com-
muting throughout the 
winter months. This 
posit ion offers ski-
ing privileges and the 
compensation starts at 
$24 per hour depending 
on experience. Please 
email resume to: Pay-
roll@WolfCreekSki.
com (8/31/24)
EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  STA RT  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, ex-
perience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood de-
velopment and ECE 
reports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START is 
searching for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a Bachelor’s 
degree, certificate or 
credential in social 
work, human services, 
family services, or 
counseling related field 
at hire or within 18 
months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if bi-
lingual (English/Span-
ish). Applications can 
be picked up the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (8/30/24)
DIRECTOR: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is searching for a high-
ly motivated DIREC-
TOR. Required to have 
a Bachelor’s degree. 
The Head Start director 
takes total responsi-
bility for administra-
tion of the program, 
including the planning, 
implementation, and 
evaluation. He/she will 
supervise all Head Start 
staff and is responsible 
for community involve-
ment in the program. 
He/she maintains a 
good working relation-
ship with the Regional 
Office. Ensures that 
the Head Start program 
is in compliance with 
Performance Standards 
and all policies of the 
National Head Start 
Program. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24)
LAND USE & PER-
MITTING ADMIN-
I S T R A T O R :  T h e 
Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association, 
68575 County Road T, 
CRESTONE, CO 81131 
$50,000 - $60,000 a 
year - Full-time. https://
w w w. i n d e e d . c o m /
job/land-use-permit-
t ing-admin ist rator-
c201b92d488ea125 . 
(8/28/24)

BUS DRIVER/ CUS-
TODIAN: CENTER 
HEAD START is in 
search of a BUS DRIV-
ER / CUSTODIA N. 
Must have a Class B 
Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) with 
P25 endorsement. A 
good driving record. 
Able to do a pre-trip in-
spection to ensure func-
tioning maintenance 
of bus. Ability to work 
with children, parents, 
other staff, and commu-
nity people. Custodian 
must take responsibility 
for the overall main-
tenance of the Head 
Start facility. Knowl-
edge and understanding 
of safety and sanitation 
regulations and per-
form routine repairs as 
needed throughout the 
building. Applications 
can be picked up the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (8/30/24) 
EX ECU T I V E DI-
RECTOR/GENER-
AL MANAGER: The 
Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association, 
68575 County Road T, 
CRESTONE, CO 81131 
$90,000 - $130,000 a 
year - Full-time. https://
www.indeed.com/job/
executive-directorgen-
eral-manager-a959c-
74f16ae2c01 . (8/28/24)
THE UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is hiring 
a full t ime JR. /SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL COUN-
SELOR. Applicants must 
have a Master’s Degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain an 
appropr iate Colorado 
school counselor license. 
Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DEL NORTE Jr./Sr. High 
Principal at ahardy@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mrs. 
Hardy at 719-657-4020. 
Applications for certi-
fied staff positions can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (8/28/24)
MOFFAT SCHOOLS 
IS now hiring for; K-12 
S C H O O L  C O U N -
SELOR and SCHOOL 
SECRETARY. Job de-
scriptions and applica-
tions can be found on 
the District website, 
www.moffatschools.
org or contact Kathy 
Garcia at 719-341-0128 
for more information. 
Application deadline: 
Until filled. (8/13/24)
J O B  O P E N I N G : 
PART-TIME SEC-
RETARY at SACRED 
HEART CHURCH. 
Monday thru Friday – 
hours 9:00 am to 2:00 
pm (25 hrs. a week). 
Should be bilingual and 
have experience with 
Microsoft programs 
(Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Publisher) and 
google email/calendar 
knowledge. Should be a 
practicing Roman Cath-
olic in good standing 
with the Church. Must 
pass a criminal back-
ground investigation; 
must have a good driv-
ing record, current Col-
orado Driver’s License, 
and automobile insur-
ance. Please submit a 
resume to admin@sa-
credheartalamosa.org 
or come to the office 
for an application. If 
you have any questions, 
please call the office at 
(719) 589-5829, ext. 11. 
(8/10/24)
DEL NORTE PO -
L I C E  O F F I C E R . 
The TOWN of DEL 
NORTE is seek ing 
qualified applicants for 
position of POLICE 
OFFICER. Applicants 
must be POST certified 
as a Colorado Police 
Officer. Selected ap-
plicants must be able to 
pass a physical, physi-
ological evaluation, 
pre-employment drug 
test, and extensive back-
ground check. Must be 
able to work all shifts. 
Salary $45k-$48k DOE, 
plus excellent benefits 
and retirement. Must 
be at least 21 years of 
age. Send resume to 
Del Norte Police De-
partment email: del-
norte1860@outlook.
com  or apply at del-
nortecolorado.com or 
can be picked up at Del 
Norte Police Dept. 525 
Grand Ave., Del Norte, 
Co 81132. Deadline un-
til position filled. EEO/
ADA. (8/23/24)
P OTATO WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ERAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO. 
(8/7/24)

DIRECTOR OF EM-
PLOYEE SUPPORT 
(DES). LA PUENTE 
is our community’s re-
sponse to address the 
effects of poverty by 
providing a safety net 
of services, where indi-
viduals and families get 
what they need to sta-
bilize, heal, strengthen, 
and ultimately thrive. 
Seeking Director of 
Employee Support who 
will assist with hir-
ing, on-boarding, train-
ing facilitation, con-
flict management, and 
strengthening organiza-
tional culture. Seeking 
experienced indepen-
dent professional with 
strong people skills and 
understanding of ho-
listic staff support and 
development. Join our 
staff of dedicated pro-
fessionals and learn the 
joys and satisfaction of 
helping others. Salary 
$55k-60k DOE. Full 
benefit package. Send 
cover letter, resume, 
request job description: 
hr@lapuente.net  La 
Puente: P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO 81101; 
719/589-59 09 ( Ext 
238); www.lapuente.
net. (8/17/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is accepting 
applications for a HU-
MAN RESOURCES 
SPECIALIST. Full-
time, Monday - Fri-
day. Salary starts at 
$59,133 - $65,248 an-
nually DOE.  Benefits 
include Health, Dental, 
Vision, Life Insurance, 
Paid Holidays and a 
401(a) at 4% match. 
Starting annual salary 
of $57,408 - $59,717 
DOE. Must pass a back-
ground check and pre-
employment drug test, 
including testing for 
marijuana. Applica-
tion and job descrip-
tion are available at 
r iograndecounty.org 
and submit applications 
to humanresources@
riograndecounty.org or 
pick up and drop off at 
925 6th Street, Room 
200, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132. (8/10/24)
BUTCHER WANT-
ED! PROCESSING 
wild game and do-
mestic animals. For 
more info call 719-859-
4198! (8/10/24)
TH E CR E STON E 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
is attracting skilled 
educators for a MS/HS 
SCIENCE TEACHER 
position. Qualified ap-
plicants will have a 
breadth of knowledge 
in biology, physics, 
chemistry, and earth 
science as well as in-
structional practices 
for individualized, proj-
ect-based, experiential 
learning; teacher’s li-
cense is preferred but 
educational experience 
is required. Salaried 
with benefits ranging 
from $40-60K, Full-
time for the 2024/25 
SY. CCS also seeks a 
PART-TIME TRANS-
PORTATION COOR-
DINATOR & DRIVER 
to start ASAP for the 
24-25 school year. Wag-
es range from $16.50-
20.00 per hour. The 
position includes co-
ordination of van fleet, 
drivers, and sports and 
trip driving. Clean driv-
ing record (not CDL) 
required. Call 719-256-
4907 or visit www.cre-
stone-charter-school.
o r g / e m p l o y m e n t . 
(8/9/24) 
CENTER IN NEED 
OF WORKERS. There 
are SEVERAL PO-
SI T IONS  AVA I L -
ABLE. Hours 8:00 
am-??? Competitive 
wages. Please inquire 
at MOUNTAIN KING 
SPU D GROW ERS, 
109 0  Sout h  M i les 
Street, Center, CO. 
(8/7/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
h igher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License with a second-
ary Language Ar ts 
endorsement. Please 
submit your applica-
tion, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DNHS Pr incipal at 
ahardy@urtigers.co or 
contact Mrs. Hardy at 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/7/24)

SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice!! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(9/6/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (8/7/24-monthly)

H U G E  GA R AG E 
SALE by Alcon Con-
struction. August 8-10, 
8am-5pm, closing at 
3pm on Saturday. 12137 
Cnty Rd 5 S. Sprinter 
Van, tools, AC, new 
band saw, HP 500 plot-
ter, big tool boxes, new 
br icks, scuba gear, 
antique dishes, bifold 
doors, laser heater, lug-
gage, giant bird cage, 
large exercise bike, new 
pipe bender, and so 
much more! (8/10/24)

NEW KITCHENAID 
B L A C K  k i t c h e n 
UTENSILS set, $10. 
719-852-8879.

J O H N  D E E R E 
BLA DE ,  71”wide, 
15”tall, $800. Also, a 
Rhino BUSH-HOG, 
Model SE-5, 48w, 40 
long, $800. Call 719-
937-1383. (8/14/24)
KRAMER SINGLE 
8 row ROUND BALE 
RETRIEVER. 719-
589-6960. (9/21/24)
N E W  HOL L A N D 
688 ROUND BALER, 
$8,000. 719-589-6960. 
(9/21/24)

B U T C H E R  FA T 
LAMBS for sale. 719-
588-8496. (8/16/24)

C O M P U T E R 
CHAIR- ERGONOM-
IC Design: $275 new/
slightly used $50. 2 Ja-
cuzzi pumps; Hayward 
Power-Flo, 115 volts: 
$350 new/slightly used 
$50 each. 719/852-2698. 
(8/10/24)
MUST SELL: 5’X10’ 
low UTILITY TAI-
LOR, wheel burrow, 
custom garden car t, 
small chain saw. 719-
850-1032. (8/20/24)

GREAT PYRENEES 
N EED S A G O OD 
HOME. Daisy is four 
years old, spayed, shots 
and needs a home. She 
is very shy. She is also a 
great watch dog. Please 
call if you can give her 
a good home. ALSO, 
NEED A HOME FOR: 
laying hens, a goose, 
two ducks, hedgehogs 
and tortoises. For any 
of the above, call 719-
580-4014. (8/14/24)

4 SALE: 40 ACRES 
WITH HOUSE, OFF 
GRID TYPE, in Mos-
ca, Colo. Text 719-
588-2288 after 3pm. 
(8/14/24)

FOR SALE IN AL-
AMOSA COUNTY: 
1980 GLENWOOD 
TR A I LER HOUSE 
$6,700. Must be moved. 
402-269-7172. (E-TFN-
AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

Cielo Vista 
Apartments

166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 
Applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo
852-3949

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on income for qualifying 

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.

804 State St.
Antonito, Colo. 

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 
2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 
affordable price.Guadalupe Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th

Antonito, Colo.
376-2025

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

HOUSE FOR RENT: 
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 
2 CAR GARAGE, 224 
Cale Buena. 719-936-
1940. (8/14/24)
2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $2150/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (8/17/24)

2 0 0 6  D O D G E 
S P R I N T E R  VA N 
2500. Very good con-
dition, new tires, new 
battery, high ceiling, 
maintenance records, 
report from Roger’s 
Automotive, 197,399 k 
miles. Asking $16,000. 
719-580-7355. (8/10/24)
CAMPER TRAILER 
FOR Sale:  16ft, 1988 
Komfort, excellent. Call 
719-580-5745. (8/7/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: I have been 
with my live-in boyfriend, 
“Kyle,” for four years. He has 
many great qualities, the most 
important of them being he 
fully accepts my daughter as 
his own. He doesn’t see her as 
his “girlfriend’s kid” or even a 
“stepchild.” She has no contact 
with her biological father or any 
of his family and has blossomed 
as a person since Kyle has been 
in the picture. 

 The problem is, he likes 
to message women online 
through various dating and 
hook-up sites and share sexu-
ally explicit pictures and 
messages. He has never met 
any of them in person. I have 
confirmed this. He states he 
just likes the thrill and atten-
tion. 

 I have expressed multiple 
times that I consider this a 
betrayal. I honestly thought 
he had turned over a new leaf, 
but I have just discovered his 
behavior is continuing. I’m 
heartbroken, but I worry about 
what splitting up would do to 
my daughter. 

 When I left her biological 
father, she had some major 
behavioral and emotional is-
sues. I can’t bear the thought 
of putting her through that 
again. She would not only lose 
her father figure but also his 
extended family that has fully 
embraced her. Do I tough it 
out until she’s 18, or do I leave 
now? -- HEARTBROKEN IN 
OKLAHOMA

 DEAR HEARTBROKEN: 
I wish you had mentioned how 
old your daughter is. If she’s 
in her mid-to-late-teens, she 
is old enough to understand 

that you cannot let the romance 
continue as it is. If she’s not yet 
in her teens, line up a licensed 
therapist to help you cope with 
the fallout that happened after 
your divorce. 

 Your partner may be a sex 
addict, which would account for 
his behavior and his inability 
to stop. What he has been do-
ing IS a betrayal, and when 
to draw the line depends upon 
your tolerance for pain.

 P.S. Are you staying with 
him only to avoid upheaval for 
your daughter? You must do 
what’s best for her and YOU. 
There are resources that ad-
dress sex addiction. Would he 
agree to try?

 DEAR ABBY: My mother 
has been a drinker for many 
years, but the past few years 
it has escalated. She and her 
partner drink heavily during 
the day on a daily basis. They 
embarrass themselves at 
family gatherings and don’t 
remember conversations. 

 I live out of state, and 90% 
of the time I talk with my 
mom, she is drunk. Family 
members are concerned, and it 
is affecting their relationships, 
but I don’t think Mom and her 
partner recognize it. I have 
tried talking with her about it 
and so has my aunt. She avoids 
the conversation and pretends 
like it never happened. 

 She’s now in her 70s and 
retired. I’m not sure there’s 
anything we can do. I’m having 
a hard time talking with her 
when she’s drunk, and we are 
drifting apart because of it. Do 
you have any advice? -- TIRED 
OF IT IN ILLINOIS

 DEAR TIRED: It isn’t 

surprising that you and your 
mother are drifting apart. 
Dealing with an addict who 
is in denial is impossible. As 
much as you would like to, you 
can’t “fix” your mother or her 
drinking buddy. 

 You can, however, save 
yourself tears and worry by 
finding a chapter of Al-Anon in 
your community and attending 
some meetings (al-anon.org/
info). Once you start searching, 
you will find they are every-
where. Al-Anon, an offshoot 
of AA, was created for family 
members and others who are 
affected by an alcoholic’s ad-
diction. 

 It is important for your 
own well-being that you do 
not shoulder responsibility for 
what is happening with your 
mother. Once you meet other 
adults who are coping with the 
same problems you are, you 
will understand that.

Father-figure boyfriend’s 
addiction is a deal-breaker
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By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — 

Monte Vista Commu-
nity LOR Officer Ivette 
Atencio said it was a 
privilege to help the 
Monte Vista Police De-
partment with safety 
equipment.

“As a LOR officer, I 
enjoy hearing people’s 
stories and helping 
them as much as I can. 
When Lt. Michael Mar-
tinez reached out to the 
LOR Foundation with a 
project idea that focused 
on law enforcement offi-
cer’s health and safety, 
I understood where he 
was coming from, and 
really wanted to help. 
Hearing about the con-
stant in-person contact 
that Monte Vista Po-
lice Department officers 
have with the communi-
ty and how it increases 
the chance for officers 
to encounter many vi-
ruses and germs, I could 
see the need for officers 
to have certain safety 
items.”

Atencio explained 
that law enforcement is 
also at risk for danger-
ous substances and oth-
er contagions that could 
potentially be spread 
throughout their office.

“The LOR Foundation 
was happy to announce 
that we were able to 
help the Monte Vista 
Police Department ob-
tain air purifiers and 
N-100 masks, to help 
keep the Monte Vis-
ta Police Department 
healthy and safe,” Aten-
cio said. “Law enforce-
ment officers respond 
to emergency calls all 
the time. When officers 
are responding to emer-
gency calls, or police 
stops, officers currently 
use N-95 masks that 
are only good for one-
time use. These types 
of masks are used as 
breathing protection for 
officers, where there is 
a potential for officers 
to encounter dangerous 
substances. N-95 masks 
are not reusable, but 
N-100 masks are reus-
able.”

Atencio stated that 
because the N-100 
masks were reusable 
they would be an asset 
for law enforcement to 
have, rather than us-
ing the one-time N-95 
masks. 

Atencio said that 
another aspect in Lt. 
Martinez’s plan was 
his consideration of air 
purifiers for substances 
and other contagions 
that could be spread 
through a law enforce-
ment office.

“Law enforcement 
officers sometimes 
transport chemical 
substances that are 
turned into an evi-
dence department. Due 

The Monte Vista Police Department recently purchased air purifiers with the help of 
the LOR Foundation.

LOR Foundation helps MVPD purchase safety items

Courtesy photos
The LOR Foundation helped the Monte Vista Police Department purchase N-100 
masks.

to the transportation 
of these substances, 
health risks are high-
er, as contagions can 
be spread. Air purifiers 
would help to mitigate 
the risk of these con-
tagions inside of a law 
enforcement building,” 
she said. 

With the help of the 
LOR Foundation, the 
Monte Vista Police De-
partment purchased 
12 air purifiers and 18 
N-100 masks for the de-
partment. Atencio said 
that the LOR Founda-
tion recognizes and un-
derstands the impor-

tance of keeping people 
in the community safe 
and healthy.

“When law enforce-
ment officers are short 
staffed due to illness, 
that in turn can have an 
impact on the communi-
ty as well,” she said. 

Atencio said that it 

was a pleasure to work 
with Martinez to help 
the police department 
with this safety project.

“We appreciate our 
law enforcement offi-
cers. The LOR Foun-
dation is community 
driven. We want to help 
make life in Monte Vista 

even better, in any way 
we can,” she said. 

The Monte Vista Po-
lice Department on 
its social media page 
thanked the LOR Foun-
dation for their great 
donations of air purifi-
ers and fentanyl masks 
for the department.


