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Slight Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 84/48

Thurs: Slight Chance 
of Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 85/51

Fri: Afternoon Showers 
Likely, Breezy 84/49

ALAMOSA — The recent 
Supreme Court decision on 
City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. 
Johnson overturned previous 
legal precedent guiding local 
government enforcement of 
no-camping ordinances set by 
the Ninth Circuit in Martin v. 
Boise in 2018. It was this 2018 
decision that partially led the 
City of Alamosa to create St. 
Benedict in 2020.

With the recent decision, 
the City of Alamosa no longer 
needs St. Benedict to enforce 
the no-camping ordinances 
on public property – sidewalks, 
parks, trails, alleys, etc. Given this 
significant shift, the Alamosa 
City Council will be hosting a 
public meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
on Aug. 14 at City Hall to 
receive input from the public 
and to discuss the future of St. 
Benedict.

City council encourages 
everyone who has an opinion to 
attend the meeting. Anyone not 
able to attend, can share their 
thoughts with Alamosa City 
Council members through their 
contact forms found on the City 
website https://cityofalamosa.
org/departments/city-council/.

The public meeting will also 
utilize zoom, which allows 
for public comment as well 
at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85753492744.

Saguache 
County alerts
SAG UAC H E  CO U N T Y 

— Saguache County has 
launched TextMyGov, a new 
service that allows residents 
to quickly access county 
information and report issues 
via text. To get started, save 
the county’s text messaging 
numb er  719 -74 6 - 4 4 4, 2 
and text Hi. Then Text: 
SAGUACHEALERTS to: 91896.

Family Friday 
bike rodeo

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
Bicycle Coalition will hold a 
bicycle rodeo from 3 to 5 p.m. 
on Friday at the Rio Grande 
Farm Park. There will also be 
a session to build bat boxes 
with Jim Relyea.

Public 
meeting on 
future of St. 

Benedict

Suicide 
prevention, 
proposed 

conservation 
area also part 

of meeting
By JOHN WATERS

News Editor
ALAMOSA — District 

Attorney Anne Kelly re-
quested the commission-
ers approve a resolution 
honoring the assistance 
her office received from 

the Boulder DA’s office in 
prosecuting the Los Sauc-
es case, involving Adre 
Baroz, his brother Julian 
and Francisco Ramirez 
at the meeting of the San 
Luis Valley Commission-
ers Association on Mon-
day.

Kelly said, “Little did 
they know that the web of 
the investigation was go-
ing to get so large that we 
were able to charge four 
different individuals with 
heinous and evil crimes, 
when I came down here 
that was the first thing 
I heard about.” The com-

missioners unanimously 
approved the resolution.

Kelly also introduced 
new Assistant District 
Attorney Wesley Stafford.

Larry Brown with CSU 
Extension and JC Carrica 
with Valley-Wide Health 

SLV Commissioners hear from DA

Assistant District Attor-
ney Wesley Stafford (left) 

is introduced by District 
Attorney Anne Kelly to the 

members of the San Luis 
Valley County Commis-

sioners Association meet-
ing on July 23.

Courier photo by John Waters

■ See MEETING page 3

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa County Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting a mural block party from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday, July 25, at 407 State 
Ave., Alamosa. The event will celebrate three murals 
in downtown Alamosa it has commissioned including 
the Alamosa Adventurer mural sponsored by Jade 
Communications.

At the mural location on Tuesday, Jordan Wehe 
with Jade told the Valley Courier, “Jade has been 
around for about 30 years and we have really, real-
ly been trying to pour back into our community, not 

At the Alamosa Adventurer mural on State Avenue in 
downtown Alamosa are from left to right, Anthony 

Stidham, Ty Hagerdorn, Nathan Shipp, Thomas Jacobs, 
Alex Jacobs, Shaye Vanderbille, Amy Lopez, and Jordan 
Wehe. On the scaffold are Brandon Waybright, left, and 
Cat Flaherty-Ng. The mural, at 407 State Ave., is the site 

of a block party the public is invited to from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Thursday, July 25.

Courier photo by John Waters

Alamosa mural block party on Thursday

SLV Rural 
Philanthropy 

Days 
registration 

opens
Conference is 
Sept. 11-13 in 

Monte Vista and 
Alamosa

CONTRIBUTED
SAN LUIS VALLEY – Com-

munity Resource Center (CRC) 
has opened registration on July 
23 for the San Luis Valley Rural 
Philanthropy Days (RPD) confer-
ence set for Sept. 11-13 in Monte 
Vista and Alamosa.

This event is being organized 
by CRC and a steering committee 
of more than 20 local leaders. For 
over 30 years, RPD conferences 
have convened with the goal of 
strengthening regional Colorado 
nonprofits and the communities 
they serve. Registration will re-
main open while tickets last or 
through August. Tickets are ex-
pected to sell out quickly.

The San Luis Valley Rural Phi-
lanthropy Days (RPD) conference 
is an opportunity for nonprofit 
professionals, grant makers, com-
munity leaders, distinguished 
speakers, and elected officials to 
exchange knowledge and estab-
lish meaningful relationships 
across their professional networks 

Courtesy photo
Tecia McKenna, Merna Lewis, Micki Fuhrman and Mary Kay Holt are “Gone with the West”, performing 
Friday, July 26 at Society Hall, 400 Ross.

Merna Lewis: ‘Music is in my blood’
Monte Vista fiddler 
returns with band 

‘Gone with the West’
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Merna Lewis 

may not have been born with a 
fiddle in her hand, but she came 
about as close to that as a person 
can get.

A native of Monte Vista and 
part of a large family of farm-
ers, entrepreneurs and musi-
cians, Merna’s mother – Bobbie 
Heersink, Aunt Bettie and Uncle 
Dan Freel plus her Aunts Bon-
nie and Billie would gather to-

gether after church on Sundays 
for a jam session. Named for the 
Bowen Community Methodist 
church in Monte Vista, the Bow-
en String Band played at wed-
dings and funerals, festivals, 
blue grass jams and contests. 

“I grew up listening to that 
music and, from the time I was 
itty bitty, I was drawn to the 
fiddle,” Lewis says. “My mother 
tells the story that, in the middle 
of a jam session, I would run up 
to my Aunt Bettie and ask her to 
put the fiddle under my chin so 
I could pull the bow across the 
strings. I just loved it. I grew up 
listening to that music and-I’ve 
told this story before the time I 
was itty bitty.”

Lewis explains that the vio-
lin and the fiddle are the same 
instrument. The difference is in 
the style of music that’s played. 
“Call a fiddler a violinist, and it’s 
a compliment. But call a violin-
ist a fiddler, well, they’re going 
to get offended,” she says. Fi-
nally, when she was seven years 
old, Lewis’ parents said she was 
old enough to learn.

The presence of music in her 
family goes way back past the 
band practicing after church. 
Lewis says her great (“or maybe 
it was great-great”) grandfather 
played the fiddle – left-handed, no 
less - and her great grandmother, 
Merna, played the piano. But her 

■ See MERNA page 3
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Record
OBITUARIES

ALAMOSA POLICE REPORT

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obit-

uary per day. Pending arrangements or 
death notices are free.  This charge af-
fects funeral homes, family or other rep-
resentatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.
alamosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to 
squintana@alamosanews.com If the 
newspaper errors in publishing an obit, 
corrections will be made and the obit re-
run.  If the errors are on the part of the 
submitting party, an additional fee will 
be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday
July 24, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce

Garlic Bread
Broccoli

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Pancake On A Stick

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce
Garlic Bread

Broccoli
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce

Garlic Bread
Broccoli

Fruit & Milk
Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students

Alamosa School District

Keith E. Magowan, 
born on May 2, 1973, 
in Harvard, Ill., passed 
away on June 15, 2024, 
at the age of 51 in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo. Keith 
dedicated his profession-
al life to civil engineer-
ing, following in the foot-
steps of his ancestors as 
a third-generation engi-
neer. He proudly worked 
for the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
where he not only con-
tributed significantly to 
various projects but also 
formed lasting friend-
ships.

Keith’s love for nature 
was evident in his choice 
of residence near the 
Great Sand Dunes Park 
in Mosca, Colo., and in 
his daily evening walks 
with his beloved dog, El-

lie. His commitment to 
the environment was 
not just professional but 
deeply personal.

Educated at U W Plat-
teville WI, Keith earned 
a degree in Environmen-
tal Engineering, and 
then attended New Mex-
ico State University, Las 
Cruces, N.M., where he 
graduated with a degree 
in Geological Engineer-
ing, building on a foun-
dation laid during his 
years at Walworth Grade 
School and Big Foot High 
School. His educational 
and career choices re-
flected a deep-rooted fam-
ily legacy of engineering 
that began with his great 
grandfather, an engi-
neering professor in Iowa 
City, Iowa, and continued 
with his grandfather in 

the state of Illinois.
Keith leaves behind his 

loving parents, Kenneth 
and Marilyn Magowan, 
his brother Charles, and 
a large extended fam-
ily of uncles, aunts, and 
cousins, all of whom will 
miss him deeply. He also 
leaves behind treasured 
colleagues at the DOT in 
Alamosa whom he deeply 
respected and enjoyed 
working with.

Keith’s life was a testa-
ment to his passion for 
engineering, his love for 
family and friends, and 
his commitment to the 
environment. His legacy 
will live on in the many 
lives he touched and the 
projects he brought to 
fruition, ensuring a safer 
and cleaner world for fu-
ture generations.

Keith E. Magowan

Joe Anastacio Martinez 
passed away Friday, July 
19, 2024. He was the be-
loved son of Ruby Ernas-
tina Martinez (Velasquez) 
and Joe Ignacio Martinez.

He is survived by his 
brothers, John 
and Andrew 
(Eileen) Mar-
tinez, and his 
sisters, Nel-
lie Fisher and 
Becky (Eddy) 
Medina. 

He was pre-
ceded in death 
by siblings 
Edna Martinez 
and Richard 
Martinez.

Joe is sur-
vived by his 
children with 
whom he shared 
with Roberta Martinez: 
Caesar (Peggy) Martinez, 
Sahara (Andy) Paolella, 
Diego (Gail) Martinez, and 
Tasho (Diana) Martinez, 
and his grandchildren, 
Royce, Brandon, Maya, 
Joaquin, Emilio, Galilea, 
Shivanni, Rio, and Kai. 
He was also blessed with 
a great-grandchild, Ga-
briel. 

He is survived by his 
spouse of 38 years, Fabio-
la Donovan, and his step-
children, Michelle (Daren) 
Jones and Nikki Donovan, 
and his grandchildren 
Emilee, Makaela (Ryan), 
Morgan, Zach, Brendan, 

Dylan, and Kamille.
Joe was a Heavy Equip-

ment Operator (MOS 
62B2) with the 34th En-
gineer Company B, and 
served honorably in 1969 
and 1970; stationed in 
Laikia in Fuloy.

As a very caring and 
loving father, Joe was a 
father figure to many ex-
tended friends and family. 
His laid-back attitude and 

carefree nature made him 
a very easy person to talk 
to.

“Hito, if I die, it’s okay. 
I’ve lived on borrowed 
time since the war.” We 
were all blessed to have 
his borrowed time. His at-
titude of not taking things 
too seriously and the im-
mense amount of help he 
outpoured to his friends 
and family, from roofing 
a home to repairing wires 
and countless projects 
for friends and family, 
made him an invaluable 
presence. He was con-
stantly working to make 
things better around him. 
Friends and family are 
immensely blessed by his 
life and deeply hurt by his 
loss.

Funeral services will 
be held at River of Life 
Church in Alamosa on 
Saturday, July 27, 2024, 
at 10 a.m. followed by full 
military honors where his 
ashes will be buried at 
Homelake Veterans Cem-
etery at noon. In lieu of 
flowers, the family would 
welcome donations to the 
River of Life Church; en-
velopes are available di-
rectly at the church. 

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of his ar-
rangements. To leave 
online condolences, trib-
utes and words of comfort 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com. 

Joe Anastacio Martinez

Ronny Dean Freel, also 
known as Ron, Rod, and 
Hot Rod (as a young kid) 
passed away at his home 
in Belen, N.M., on April 
30, 2024, at the age of 70.  
He was born in Alamosa, 
Colo., on May 9, 1953, to 
Harold (Pont) and Win-
ifred Maxine (Feenie) 
Freel.  

Ron was a proud father 
of two daughters, Tandy 
Freel (Todd Burt) of San-
dia Park, N.M., and Blair 
(Brian) Lopez of Albu-
querque, N.M., and es-
pecially proud of his two 
grandsons, Joseph and 
Alex Lopez of Albuquer-
que, N.M.

Ron graduated as vale-
dictorian from Moffat 
High School where he 
enjoyed playing basket-
ball.  He also rode rough 
stock and bulldogged at 
high school rodeos.  Out-
side of school, he worked 
at the family ranch driv-
ing heavy equipment and 
tractors, a love he never 
outgrew. 

In 1974, Ron and his 
wife, Lynette, moved to 
Bloomfield, N.M.  Ron 
worked at a gravel query 

and Plateau Inc. before 
joining Giant Industries 
as a crude oil truck driv-
er.  Ron worked for Giant/
Western Refining for over 
20 years where he man-
aged a fleet of crude trucks 
along with personnel and 
always loved to work and 
drive the big rigs.  Ron 
was also an outdoorsman 
who loved fishing and 
hunting big game in Colo-
rado and New Mexico.  

In retirement, Ron lived 
on an 8-acre farm that he 
cared for with much pas-
sion.  He tinkered with 
tractors, raised hay, cared 
for livestock, and main-
tained a great group of 
friends.  He especially 
loved his “four-legged 
kids” that accompanied 
him during work and 
play, they were always by 
his side. 

Ron was preceded in 

death by his parents 
Harold L. and Winifred 
M. Freel, his two broth-
ers, Terry (Ted) Freel 
and Robert (Bob) Freel, 
his brother-in-law, David 
(Dave) Stagner, and his 
“forever brother-in-law”, 
Robbie Clark.

Ron is survived by two 
daughters, two grand-
sons, his sister, Linda 
Stagner of Moffat, Colo., 
and two sister-in-law, 
Bonnie Buzard of Tucson, 
Ariz., and Kathy Freel of 
Moffat, Colo.  Ron is also 
survived by his nephews, 
Pete (Lynn) Stagner, 
Brady (Kelly) Stagner, 
Scott (Judy) Freel, Dar-
rel (Kim) Freel, and Klint 
(Dana) Stagner, nieces, 
Amy Freel, Robbie Kay 
(Jay) Bertelsen, and Tina 
(Bill) Eastman, and sever-
al great-nieces and -neph-
ews.  

A grave side memorial 
service will be held on 
Aug. 3, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Rito Alto Cemetery, 
County Road X, Moffat, 
Colo., with lunch to follow.  
In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
Rito Alto Cemetery.

Ronny Dean Freel

Courtesy photo
The Chapel of the South Fork, 116 Landon Dr., will be hosting Valley duo Lorraine and 
Amy at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 26, for a live worship concert. Lorraine and Amy have 
been writing and sharing their original music with churches and public venues since 
2017. They are looking forward to sharing songs from their first, second and third 
CDs, as well as a few new ones. Lorraine and Amy will be joined by musicians Kathy 
Herrera on bass guitar and flutist Heather Hefner. The concert is free to all.

Chapel of South Fork 
hosting Valley duo

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER – Colorado 

Secretary of State Jena 
Griswold has announced 
the certification of the 
2024 State Primary and 
CD-4 Congressional Va-
cancy Election, making 
the results of the election 
official and final.

“This concludes our sec-
ond successful election 
of the year, and I thank 
all Coloradans who have 
participated in our demo-
cratic process,” said Sec-
retary Griswold. “As al-
ways, thanks also to the 
many county clerks, elec-
tion workers and judges, 
and Department of State 
employees for their dedi-
cation to making sure 
Colorado has the best 
elections in the nation.”

After the election, the 

Secretary of State’s office 
worked with Colorado’s 
county clerks to complete 
a bipartisan risk-limiting 
audit that verified the re-
sults of the election. After 
the audit, each county’s 
bipartisan canvass board 
certified the election re-
sults. The canvass boards 
then submitted the final 
results to the Secretary of 
State’s office.

Returning a mail ballot 
was the preferred method 
for voters with 99.24% of 
voters choosing to cast 
their mail ballot during 
the 2024 State Primary 
and CD-4 Congressional 
Vacancy Election – ac-
counting for 981,137 to-
tal ballots returned – and 
0.76% of voters choosing 
to vote in-person – 7,493 
total ballots returned.

2024 State Primary and 
CD-4 Congressional Va-
cancy Primary Election:

• Total Active Voters: 
3,872,503

• Turnout among Ac-
tive Voters: 25.53%

• Ballots cast by Unaf-
filiated Voters: 348,101 
(35.21% of total ballots 
cast)

• Ballots cast in Demo-
cratic Primaries: 504,396 
(51.02% of total ballots 
cast)

• Ballots cast in Repub-
lican Primaries: 482,759 
(48.83% of total ballots 
cast)

• 1,404 voters used 
TXT2Cure to cure a sig-
nature or ID discrepancy 
with their ballot in the 
2024 State Primary and 
CD-4 Congressional Va-
cancy Primary Election

Colorado Secretary of 
State certifies the State’s 

2024 State Primary

Alamosa Police Depart-
ment report for July 7 to 
July 16, 2024

Laura Dominguez, 51, 
of Manassa was cited 
for limitations on/unsafe 
backing.

Juan Lucero, 44, of 
Alamosa was cited for de-
frauding an innkeeper.

Kevin Guodace, 36, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
theft under $300.

Alex Candelaria, 32, of 
Capulin was cited for un-
lawful possession of con-
trolled substance.

Jarrod Candelaria, 31, 
of Denver was cited for 
unlawful possession of 
controlled substance.

Juan Mateo, 26, of Ala-
mosa was cited for care-
less driving, dui-alcohol, 
driving under restraint, 
uninsured vehicle, fail-
ing to notify police of ac-
cident, possession of open 

alcoholic container.
Melissa Demoga, 64, of 

La Veta was cited for lim-
itations on/unsafe back-
ing.

Tiffany Ortiz, 23, of 
Alamosa was cited for un-
lawful possession of con-
trolled substance.

Jason Ulibarri, 41, of 
Alamosa was cited for ob-
struction.

Danielle Jojola, 47, of 
La Jara was cited for 
theft under $300.

Alliyah Roman, 23, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
2nd degree assault, un-
lawful sexual contact, 
resisting, false imprison-
ment, domestic violence.

Shalonda Saenz, 34, of 
Alamosa was cited for un-
lawful possession of con-
trolled substance.

Franklin Calvert, 47, of 
Houston was cited for ha-
rassment.

Denileigh Bonzales-
Romero, 22, of Alamosa 
was cited for eluding, 
changing lanes when un-
safe, expired tags 1-29 
days, possessed an open 
alcoholic container, pos-
sess open marijuana con-
tainer.

Jeremy Sanchez, 29, of 
La Jara was cited for un-
authorized absence.

Christian Martinez Me-
lendez, 24, of Eastland, 
Texas was cited for DUI-
alcohol, speeding 10-19 
over, failing to obey traf-
fic control device.

Jamyll Munoz, 24, of 
Albuquerque was cited 
for uninsured vehicle, 
making right turn from 
wrong position or lane.

Marcus Reyes, 18, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over.
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discussed the partnership 
between the two organiza-
tions in preventing suicide 
among ag producers called 
“The Coffee Break Proj-
ect.” Earlier that morn-
ing, Brown, Carrica, Bruce 
Fickenscher with CSU Ex-
tension, and others held a 
brainstorming session on 
the project and other is-
sues at the extension ser-
vice office in Monte Vista.

During the commis-
sioner meeting, Carrica 
said, “We are trying to get 
people to start having the 
tough conversations and 
work through the stigma 
of suicide prevention, and 
not just on prevention, 
but on well-being. How do 
we check on each other?” 

Brown has said previ-
ously the motto of the 
group is, “Do you look af-
ter your neighbors as close 
as your crop or herd?” 

Fickenscher added, 
“People forget this is ag-
riculture, it is a culture 
just like anything else. 
You have to be accepted 
into it. What is nice about 
our group is we are al-
ready part of the culture, 
we know the culture, and 
we know you guys. We 
are already involved and 
that is where we make 
the connection.”

Later during the meet-
ing, Joshua Lowenstein, 

a resident of Conejos 
County, briefed commis-
sioners on his opposition 
to a proposal of the San 
Luis Valley Ecosystem 
Council to create a feder-
ally designated National 
Conservation Area (NCA) 
on Bureau of Land Man-
agement land.

Lowenstein offered, 
“There is no Conejos 
County grassroots sup-
port,” and “opposition 
to the proposal grows at 
each meeting.” Lowen-
stein said some propo-
nents of a conservation 
area also mentioned the 
possibility of creating a 
national monument. 

According to the Bu-

reau of Land Manage-
ment, it manages 19 na-
tional conservation areas 
and 30 national monu-
ments nationwide. In Col-
orado, the Bureau man-
ages three conservation 
areas and two national 
monuments. Under fed-
eral law, a National Con-
servation Area is created 
by an act of Congress. 
National monuments are 
created by presidential 
executive authority un-
der the provisions of the 
Antiquities Act of 1906. 

Anna Lee Vargas with 
the San Luis Valley Eco-
system Council told the 
commissioners, “This is 
premature, we have been 

having public meetings 
in Conejos County since 
June just to get the feel-
ings of the community 
and how they feel about 
protection along the Rio 
Grande Corridor.” 

Although the Ecosys-
tem Council is proposing 
the federally designated 
area, there is no legisla-
tion pending to create the 
area.

Stephanie Sales with 
the South Central Seniors 
briefed the group as did 
Sarah Stoeber with the 
San Luis Valley Develop-
ment Resources Group. 
There was a discussion 
regarding elections and 
no action was taken.

Courier file photo by John Waters
A proposed National Conservation Area by the San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council was 
discussed at the San Luis Valley County Commissioners Association meeting on July 
23. Land managed by the Bureau of Land Management around the Lobatos Bridge 
pictured here, would be part of the proposed National Conservation Area.

Meeting
■ Continued from Page 1

only through broadband 
infrastructure, and also 
in support of artwork and 
nonprofits. We have part-
nered with the chamber 
to celebrate Alamosa in 
the period 2010-2020. 

“What we will have here 
on the mural is multiple 
stories that are one cohe-
sive story of Alamosa. We 
have small pieces of Ala-
mosa sprinkled through 
each arch and when you 
look at all seven it is one 
continuous story of the 
whole region.”

Pointing to the mural 

that is still being painted, 
Wehe said, “For example, 
this is an animal tamer 
and represents the alliga-
tor farm, one of the main 
reasons for tourism.

“This piece is the UFO 
Watch Tower in Mosca. 
In this central piece, we 
have the sand dunes, that 
run through every one of 
the seven arches that will 
be included in the mu-
ral. This tan color in all 
of the arches represents 
the sand dunes. All of the 
panels will represent an 
Alamosa adventure and 
then people can go see 
that landmark when they 
are here,” said Wehe.

Erin Keck, chief ex-

ecutive officer of the 
chamber told the Valley 
Courier, “The Alamosa 
Chamber is thrilled to be 
facilitating the installa-
tion of three new commu-
nity murals this July as 
part of our greater 100-
Year Mural project. The 
completed project will in-
clude 10 unique murals, 
to be designed by 10 dif-
ferent local artists, and 
will each be representa-
tive of a decade in our 
most recent 100 years of 
history.

“It will also include a 
walking tour brochure as 
well as a website with in-
formation on the cultural 
and historical highlights 

from each mural and pe-
riod, activities for kids, 
details on the murals and 
artists, and showcasing 
our gracious sponsors 
who have made this proj-
ect possible.”

The Alligator Adven-
turer mural was designed 
by a team from Jade that 
included Wehe, Cat Fla-
herty-Ng, Shaye Vander-
bille, and Brandon Way-
bright. Regarding the 
design Wehe added, “This 
was a community proj-
ect, the four of us put our 
heads together, there is 
not just one of us. Today 
we are lucky to have vol-
unteers who are helping 
us.”

in the region. This rotat-
ing opportunity occurs ev-
ery four years in the San 
Luis Valley region, com-
posed of Alamosa, Cone-
jos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio 
Grande, and Saguache 
counties. RPD is a part of 
the Rural Action Network 
(RAN), a statewide pro-
gram of Community Re-
source Center that builds 
nonprofit capacity, fosters 
relationships, and fuels 
regional collaboration 
leading to increased grant 
dollars awarded to rural 
communities.

“Rural Philanthropy 
Days (RPD) conferences 
stand as flagship events 

in rural Colorado,” says 
CRC Co-Board Chair, 
Leslie Baldwin. “These 
conferences are born out 
of collaboration with com-
munity leaders, foster-
ing dialogue and tackling 
key topics shaped by their 
firsthand experiences. 
This platform allows non-
profit professionals to en-
gage directly with state-
wide funders, partake in 
professional development 
opportunities, and con-
nect with fellow communi-
ty leaders from across the 
region. Whether aiming 
to lay the groundwork for 
new initiatives or amplify 
existing efforts, RPD of-
fers a vital space for net-
working and growth.”

Rural Philanthropy 
Days brings together com-

munity organizations and 
foundations to amplify 
their missions, sustain 
meaningful collabora-
tions, and surpass fund-
raising goals. Community 
Resource Center antici-
pates over 75 funders and 
grant makers to attend 
the September conference. 
In addition to connecting 
rural nonprofits to these 
resources, the conference 
offers professional devel-
opment, educational op-
portunities, and relevant 
panel discussions pertain-
ing to the promises and 
obstacles of operating a 
nonprofit in the San Luis 
Valley region.

The conference will be 
held at the Ski-Hi Com-
plex in Monte Vista with 
evening receptions in 

downtown Alamosa. The 
third day will be an op-
tional half-day of self-care 
and wellness with a key-
note speaker followed by 
breakout session activities 
including experiential and 
interactive programming 
to put core themes of well-
ness into practice. There is 
also an optional Fort Gar-
land and San Luis Valley 
Tour for grant makers.

Jason Medina, Execu-
tive Director of the Com-
munity Foundation of the 
San Luis Valley notes that 
“Rural Philanthropy Days 
are the perfect opportu-
nity for urban nonprofit 
funders to gain a deeper 
understanding of rural 
challenges and opportu-
nities, build relationships 
with local leaders and 

communities, and address 
the unique needs of rural 
nonprofits. This allows 
funders to build more in-
clusive and effective fund-
ing strategies, to make 
more sustainable and 
meaningful impact, and to 
promote greater equity in 
their investments in rural 
work.”

Featured events in-
clude facilitated tours in 
the San Luis Valley, a 
San Luis Valley regional 
town hall, a panel discus-
sion highlighting actional 
change told through lived 
experiences, networking 
receptions, and capacity 
building sessions on the 
economic impact of non-
profits, building effective 
coalitions, and intersec-
tionality in the nonprofit 
sector. During the San 
Luis Valley Nonprofit 
Community Fair on Sept. 
11, regional nonprofits 
and local governments 
will have the opportunity 
to host a table where their 

peers, statewide leaders, 
and funders can approach 
them to connect and learn 
more about their work. 
Through this session, 
funders and nonprofit or-
ganizations can develop a 
mutual understanding of 
one another in a relaxed 
environment.

“This conference is so 
important because of 
its lasting impact,” said 
event Co-Chair, Karla 
Shriver. “Participants 
learn new skills, network 
with other non-profit lead-
ers, governmental staff, 
business leaders and po-
tential funders from all 
over the state. You can 
draw a direct line from the 
impact of this conference 
to increased support for 
non-profits and individu-
als living in the San Luis 
Valley.”

For additional informa-
tion and questions, visit 
crcamerica.org or contact 
Katy Sawyer at katy.saw-
yer@crcamerica.org.

grandmother, Marie Bond-
Riggenbach, made music 
part of the foundation of 
her family’s life. 

“Grandma Rie’”, as Lewis 
calls her, was a virtuoso vi-
olinist who graduated from 
the prestigious Julliard 
School of Music, as well 
as a “teacher of violins,” at 
Brearley School for Girls in 
New York City and, when 
she returned to the San 
Luis Valley, founder of the 
Riggenbach School of Mu-
sic in Alamosa.  

When Grandma Rie’ 
gave birth to four daugh-
ters, she required they 
all learn to play the piano 
first and then, after a few 
years, they could choose 
another instrument. “A 
couple picked up the vio-
lin, a couple chose the cel-

lo. My mom hated all of it 
so she chose the guitar.”  

With Grandma Rie’ 
as their teacher, all four 
daughters were classically 
trained. The same would 
likely be true of Lewis but 
for her Aunt Bettie who 
took the music in a differ-
ent direction. 

“When she was in her 
thirties, she married Dan 
Freel. He was also from 
the Valley and he was a 
bluegrass picker. He told 
Aunt Bettie he would 
teach her how to play the 
fiddle.” 

And that is how Lewis 
first got her start. “If Aunt 
Bettie hadn’t learned that, 
I probably would be play-
ing classical today.”

Lewis continued to play 
all through school and 
then things took a more 
serious turn. 

“My Aunt Bettie was 
teaching 40 students and 

playing gigs part time. 
Then, when I was in high 
school, she got very sick - 
she had breast cancer and 
fought it for many years. 
So, I helped out with both 
of those things. When she 
was going through treat-
ment and was just too sick 
to play, she taught me the 
standard fiddle tunes.” 
Lewis lists them off with-
out even thinking. “Ama-
rillo by Morning, Much Too 
Young to Feel this Damn 
Old, Orange Blossom Spe-
cial, Gotta Have a Fiddle 
in the Band, Louisiana on 
a Saturday Night, Devil 
Went Down to Georgia.”

During those times 
when Bettie was too sick 
to perform, Lewis said, “…
my parents would bring 
me to the bar at fourteen 
and I would get up and 
play with the band.” Sadly, 
Aunt Bettie passed away 
when Lewis was seventeen 

years old.
“Music has always de-

fined me,” Lewis says. 
She knew it was what she 
wanted to do with her life 
and, after going to col-
lege, felt Nashville was the 
place to do it.  But after 
a few years on the music 
scene in Nashville, she 
just got “burned out” and 
left music for eight years. 
She got a job tangentially 
connected to music and the 
steady income was helpful. 

“Then, one day, I’m on 
the phone listening to some 
guy yell at me because he 
didn’t get his order on time 
and I thought…what am 
I doing? My soul is dying, 
and this isn’t what I’m 
supposed to be doing. Mu-
sic is in my blood.”

But it was another 
thought that brought her 
back to music and has kept 
her there ever since.

“I remembered my 

aunt…she fought so hard 
to play. Even on her death-
bed, she played until she 
drew her last breath. And 
I thought of others I’ve 
known who’ve lost a limb 
or been diagnosed with 
something where they 
couldn’t play anymore. I 
realized I’m blessed with a 
gift and I want to share it 
with the world.” 

After returning to music, 
Lewis’ extraordinary skill 
and talent has become 
increasingly well known, 
leading to tour opportuni-
ties with Trent Williams 
and Tanya Tucker as well 
as studio music recordings. 
In 2023, she was nominat-
ed as International West-
ern Music Association’s 
Best Musician of the Year. 

And now, in a seren-
dipitous, circle-of-life kind 
of development, Merna 
Lewis has found her own 
“three sisters” to play with 

– award winning singers/
songwriters/musicians 
Mary Kay Holt, Micki 
Furhman and Tecia McK-
enna. Described as hav-
ing “exquisite harmony, 
superb original songs and 
fresh takes on Western 
classics,” this all-woman 
band is called “Gone With 
the West”. 

At the close of the in-
terview, Lewis was asked 
what she thinks her Aunt 
Bettie would say about 
where she is now. She was 
quiet for a moment before 
answering. “A lot of people 
have told me I favor her. 
I feel her presence some-
times when I play.”

Gone with the West will 
be in concert at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday, July 26, at So-
ciety Hall, 400 Ross Ave., 
Alamosa. Doors open at 
6 p.m. Buy tickets at the 
door or online at www.so-
cietyhall.org. 
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“Something will 
have gone out of us as 
a people if we ever let 
the remaining wilder-
ness be destroyed…”, 
said Wallace Stegner.

The goal of the 
Wilderness Act, now 
celebrating its 60th 
birthday, was to set 
aside a small propor-
tion of public land 
in America from hu-
man intrusion. Some 
places, the founders 
said, deserved to be free from motorized, 
mechanized and other intrusions to pro-
tect wildlife and wild lands.

But now, a handful of mountain bik-
ers have partnered with a senator from 
Utah to gut the Wilderness Act.

This June, the Sustainable Trails Co-
alition, a mountain biking organization, 
cheered as Utah Republican Senator 
Mike Lee introduced a bill (S. 4561) to 
amend the Wilderness Act and allow 
mountain bikes, strollers, and game 
carts on every piece of land protected 
by the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System. Stopping these intrusions 
would take each local wilderness man-
ager undertaking a cumbersome process 
to say “no.”

The U.S. Congress passed the Wilder-
ness Act, and President Lyndon B. John-
son signed it into law on September 3, 
1964, to “preserve the wilderness char-
acter” of 54 wilderness areas totaling 9.1 
million acres. Today, this effort has be-
come a true conservation success story.

The National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System now protects over 800 wil-
derness areas totaling over 111 million 
acres in 44 states and Puerto Rico, mak-
ing it America’s most critical law for 
preserving wild places and the genetic 
diversity of thousands of plant and ani-
mal species. Yet designated wilderness 
is only 2.7% of the Lower 48, and still 
just about 5% if Alaska is included.

The protections of the Wilderness Act 
include a ban on logging, mining, roads, 
buildings, structures and installations, 
mechanized and motorized equipment 
and more. Its authors sought to secure 
for the American people “an enduring 
resource of wilderness” to protect plac-
es not manipulated by modern society, 
where the ecological and evolutionary 
forces of nature could continue to play 
out mostly unimpeded.

Kevin
Proescholdt

Writers On 
The Range

Photo courtesy of Wilderness Watch
Bob Marshall Wilderness in Montana.

Mountain 
bikers push to 
ride through 
wilderness

Grandfathered in, however, were 
some grazing allotments, while mining 
claims were also allowed to be patented 
until 1983. Many private mining claims 
still exist inside designated wilderness-
es.

Senator Lee’s bill is premised on the 
false claim that the Wilderness Act 
never banned bikes, and that suppos-
edly, the U.S. Forest Service changed 
its regulations in 1984 to ban bikes. But 
bicycles, an obvious kind of mechanized 
equipment, have always been prohibited 
in wilderness by the plain language of 
the law.  (“There shall be...no other form 
of mechanical transport....”) The Forest 
Service merely clarified its regulations 
on this point in 1984 as mountain bikes 
gained popularity.

Unfortunately, bikers in the Sustain-
able Trails Coalition are not the only 
recreational interest group that wants 
to weaken the Wilderness Act to. Some 
rock climbers, for example, are pushing 
Congress to allow climbers to damage 
wilderness rock faces by pounding in 
permanent bolts and pitons rather than 
using only removable climbing aids. In 
addition, trail runners want exemptions 
from the ban in wilderness on commer-
cial trail racing. Drone pilots and para-
gliders want their aircraft exempted 
from Wilderness Act protections, and 
recreational pilots want to “bag” chal-
lenging landing sites in wilderness.

The list of those seeking to water 
down the Wilderness Act is growing. 

Most of these recreational groups say 
they support wilderness, understanding 
how important it is when most land-
scapes and wildlife habitats have been 
radically altered by people. At the same 
time, they want to slice out their own 

piece of the wilderness pie.
Must we get everything we want in 

the outdoors? Rather than weakening 
the protections that the Wilderness Act 
provides, we could try to reinvigorate a 
spirit of humility toward wilderness. We 
could practice restraint, understanding 
that designated wildernesses have deep 
values beyond our human uses of them.

Meanwhile, in response to growing 
demand for mountain biking trails, the 
Bureau of Land Management invites 
over a million mountain bikers each 
year to ride its thousands of miles of 
trails. And the U.S. Forest Service al-
ready has a staggering 130,000 miles 
of motorized and nonmotorized trails 

available to mountain bikers.
Do mountain bikers and others push-

ing for access really need to domesticate 
wilderness, too?

Let’s cherish our wilderness heritage, 
whole and intact. We owe it to the far-
seeing founders of the Wilderness Act, 
and we owe it to future generations. 

Kevin Proescholdt is a contributor 
to Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, an independent nonprofit 
dedicated to spurring lively conversation 
about the West. He is conservation direc-
tor for Wilderness Watch, a national wil-
derness conservation organization head-
quartered in Missoula, Montana.

By DAVID M. SHRIBMAN
Ronald Reagan had it, Jimmy Carter 

didn’t. George H.W. Bush had it until he 
didn’t, and the same can be said for his 
successor, Bill Clinton. Joe Biden had it, 
lost it, regained it and lost it again. Don-
ald Trump has it in surfeit.

It’s the most underrated but perhaps 
the most potent element in politics: luck.

Trump was born to riches. He skated 
through college, transformed millions 
into billions, won celebrity in reality tele-
vision, gave elective politics a try. He won 
an election no one -- not even the candi-
date himself -- thought was within his 
grasp against a pioneering woman who 
had been a senator and secretary of state 
-- a combination that in the 19th century 
was a sure bet for the White House. 

Then, this year, he drew the card of 
running for a second presidential term 
against a rival who, though an incum-
bent, had problems proving he had the 
physical stamina and mental acuity for a 
bruising campaign, let alone for four more 
years in the toughest job on the face of the 
Earth. (Let’s wait a bit to see how potent 
that Trump luck looks after Election Day, 
but right now it looks fairly powerful.)

And of course, Trump had the luck of 
turning the other cheek -- a gesture not 
ordinarily in his portfolio -- as a bullet 

headed his way.
Now have a look at some of the past un-

lucky characters in Trump’s new line of 
business.

Herbert Hoover had a resume without 
peer: successful engineer, savior of starv-
ing European masses, longtime Cabinet 
member. He bombed as president, and 
even though (here come the revisionists!) 
he might not deserve the opprobrium he 
has as Father of the Great Depression, 
he’s considered a presidential failure. 

His presidential cousin, eight times re-
moved, was Carter. He was an Annapolis 
grad, a successful governor, a remarkable 
political campaigner. No one ever got so 
far by carrying his own suitcase and con-
torting his face into a “smiley” cookie.

As president, he was America’s unlucki-
est man. Inflation raged, and so did the Ira-
nian militants who took 52 American dip-
lomats hostage. Then Carter had the bad 
luck of running against a former governor 
of California with a smooth Grand Marnier 
style. Reagan sent Carter into early retire-
ment and into the global role he was born to 
play: advocate of human rights and guaran-
tor of elections around the world. Yet still 
he is a symbol of bad luck.

Of course, people make their own 
luck, good or bad. Carter’s bad luck 
was reinforced by his self-image as an 

uber-rectitude figure sent to Wash-
ington to cleanse the body politic and 
eliminate the loopholes in the tax code. 

The first President Bush got blamed for 
an economy he set on the road to recovery. 
Defeating Iraq and presiding with digni-
ty and grace over the fall of communism 
wasn’t enough to salvage him politically. 
He joined John Quincy Adams, William 
Howard Taft and Gerald Ford as good 
men with bad luck -- and only one term.

Trump’s supporters believe the 45th 
president made his good luck. But he got 
a good start from birth -- America once 
prided itself on good starts, a kind of na-
tional myth mixed with national hope 
-- and then, after years of mischief, mar-
riages and misbegotten investments, he 
achieved his lifelong goal: to be the most 
important person in the world. What he 
did with that status will be debated for 
generations, but try this test: Is it pos-
sible to go through an entire meal outside 
your home without the word “Trump” be-
ing uttered by someone? 

I thought not.
There was, of course, a time when it 

looked as if Trump’s luck had run out. 
Defeat by Biden at the polls. A cocka-

mamie accusation that the election was 
fixed. Five dozen court cases that deliv-

ered defeat after mortifying defeat. A 
January speech that prompted a riot at 
the Capitol that will be forever part of his 
legacy, no matter how many tall tales are 
told about it, no matter how much his-
torical revisionism is deployed, no matter 
how many second-term Trump pardons 
and reprieves are given -- if there is a sec-
ond Trump term. Some discolorations and 
smudges defy even the 22-ounce Resolve 
trigger-spray bottle of stain remover em-
ployed with disturbing regularity in our 
household. The stain of Jan. 6, 2021, is 
one of them.

And yet for Trump, luck is a boomer-
ang.

His luck was on full display in a 40-
hour period beginning in Butler, Penn-
sylvania. 

He was the target of an assassin’s 
bullet. He survived, and instantly was 
transformed, if public images are to be 
believed, from convicted felon to miracu-
lous survivor and national symbol of for-
tune and fortitude. His critics reviled him 
no less, to be sure, and deplored the way 
he turned misfortune into advantage. 
But even from some of them, there was 
the sense that nothing could keep the 
old yeller and congenital liar down. They 
hated that, but recognized it, too. 

Then came the ruling from Judge Ai-
leen Cannon throwing out the hidden 
national-security documents case on 
the grounds that special counsel Jack 
Smith’s appointment violated the Consti-
tution. Appeals are certain. But appeals 
are the lifeblood of Trump. He makes 
them, and his opponents’ appeals shield 
him from prosecution before Election 
Day. As Frank Sinatra sang in another 
time: Luck be a lady tonight.

Now that Trump has the most famous 
ear since Vincent van Gogh, the question 
is whether his luck continues.

It is America’s good luck that, as Otto 
von Bismarck once said, “God has a spe-
cial providence for fools, drunkards and 
the United States of America.” As this 
campaign drones on, let us pray that that 
remains the case. It will require a large 
measure of luck. 

David M. Shribman is the former execu-
tive editor of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

Lucky!
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DURANGO — 

Sportspersons from 
across southwest Colo-
rado are invited to a vir-
tual opportunity to meet 
with Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife managers the 
evening of July 29.

The Southwest Region 
Sportspersons Caucus 
will be held virtually 
from 6 to 8 p.m. July 29. 
It will be streamed live 
on CPW’s YouTube chan-
nel and Zoom.

The meeting will pro-
vide anglers from across 
the region the chance to 
meet new CPW South-
west Region Senior 
Aquatic Biologist Jim 
White, a longtime biolo-
gist in the Durango area. 
White will give an update 
on fisheries management 
and projects across the 
region and will discuss 
his background and take 
angler questions.

Mia Anstine and Roger 
Cesario, representatives 
of the Southwest Region 
of CPW to the statewide 
Sportsperson’s Roundta-
ble, have highlighted ad-
ditional topics to be cov-
ered during the meeting 
and will lead a round-

table discussion of other 
matters of importance to 
the sportspersons com-
munity.

CPW staff, including 
Region Manager Cory 
Chick, will be in atten-
dance to present infor-
mation regarding the 
agenda topics, such as 
the recent Parks and 
Wildlife Commission 
decision on Big Game 
Season Structure for the 
2025-29 hunting seasons.

CPW will also put out 
a call to interested can-
didates for election as 
region delegates. An-
stine and Cesario’s terms 
will expire at the winter 
meeting in 2025, and two 
new delegates will need 
to be voted in during the 
winter 2025 meeting. 
Information will be pro-
vided on how prospective 
new delegates may ap-
ply.

To see the full meeting 
agenda, go to the CPW 
website.

To watch the meeting 
on Zoom and participate 
in the live chat, register 
at cpw.info/Summer-
24SWCaucus. The pass-
code to join the Zoom is 
196593.

Anglers, hunters 
invited to virtual 

Southwest Region 
Sportspersons 
meeting July 29

Click It or Ticket summer enforcement period begins
CONTRIBUTED

Don’t let a seat belt 
citation get in the way 
of enjoying a beautiful 
summer day in Colo-
rado. The Colorado 
Department of Trans-
portation is supporting 
efforts by the Colorado 
State Patrol and 61 law 
enforcement agencies 
to get more people to 
buckle. The Click it or 
Ticket (CIOT) campaign 
runs from Monday, July 
22 through Friday, Au-
gust 2. During that time 
there will be increased 
awareness and enforce-
ment of Colorado’s seat 
belt law. Recently Jef-
ferson Police Depart-
ment, Larimer County 
Sheriff’s Office and 
Loveland Police Depart-
ment reported the high-
est number of seat belt 
citations during the 
April and May CIOT en-
forcement periods.

Last year, nine coun-
ties in Colorado report-
ed that all of their pas-
senger vehicle deaths 
involved people who 
were not using seat 
belts. The state average 
is 50%. These counties 
included Eagle, Summit 
and Las Animas coun-
ties. Also, July 2023 
was the deadliest month 
in Colorado history with 
91 traffic deaths, 30 of 
which were unbuckled 
drivers and passengers. 

“This summer Colo-
rado State Troopers are 
doubling down on our 
education and enforce-
ment of seat belt use 
because we know that 
the decision to buckle 
up can save your life. If 
these numbers aren’t a 
wake-up call, a citation 
may be the reminder 
you need to be respon-
sible with your life and 
those you transport,” 
said Col. Matthew Pack-
ard, chief of the Colora-
do State Patrol. “While 
folks rush to work or 
run an errand, no one 
plans to be in a crash. 
Do your part to ensure 
every person in your ve-
hicle.”

In 2023, 2,999 cita-

tions were issued dur-
ing the April and May 
Click It or Ticket en-
forcement periods, 52% 
higher than in 2022. 
The growing number of 
citations has continued 
this year, with 3,201 
handed out during the 
first two enforcement 
periods of 2024.

“Colorado’s seat belt 
usage rate is trending 
upwards, but it is still 
far below the national 
average. As a state, we 
must continue to im-
prove our usage, which 
should, in turn, reduce 
traffic fatalities,” said 
CDOT’s Office of Trans-
portation Safety Direc-
tor Darrell Lingk. “This 
is a serious matter and 
a simple way to protect 
yourself in a crash.” 

There was an 8% de-
crease in unbuckled 
fatalities in 2023 com-
pared to 2022 as more 
people were buckling 
up, according to CDOT 
surveys. All types of 
vehicles saw improve-
ments in seat belt us-
age, from pickups to 
SUV’s. 

Fifteen children aged 
five or younger were 
killed on Colorado road-
ways in 2024, represent-
ing 25% of all deaths in 
that age range in the 
last decade. With nearly 
80% of Colorado par-
ents and caregivers re-
portedly not using their 
child’s car seat correct-
ly, now is a crucial time 
to educate yourself on 
how to secure your child 
correctly in a seat belt 
or car seat. Learn more 
about child car safety at 
CarSeatsColorado.com.

Colorado’s seat belt 
laws  

Colorado law requires 
the driver and every 
front seat passenger of 
a motor vehicle and the 
driver and every pas-
senger in an autocycle 
equipped with a safety 
belt system to wear a 
seat belt whenever the 
vehicle is in operation 
on a street or highway.

• Adults — Colorado 
has a secondary en-

forcement law for adult 
drivers and front-seat 
passengers. Drivers can 
be ticketed for violating 
the seat belt law if they 
are stopped for another 
traffic violation.

• Teens — Colorado’s 
Graduated Drivers Li-
censing (GDL) law re-
quires all drivers under 
18 and their passengers, 
regardless of their ages, 
to wear seat belts. This 
is a primary enforce-
ment, meaning teens 
can be pulled over sim-
ply for not wearing a 
seat belt or having pas-
sengers without seat 
belts.

• Children — Colo-

rado’s Child Passenger 
Safety law is a primary 
enforcement, mean-

ing the driver can be 
stopped and ticketed if 
an officer sees an unre-

strained or improperly 
restrained child under 
age 16 in the vehicle. 



Sports 
Bulletin

ALAMOSA PARKS AND 
RECREATION BASEBALL/

SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Men’s softball league

End of Season 

Tournament
TUESDAY, JULY 9

Happy Mountain/NGNL 
13, 99 Problems 4

REC/Deuces 25, Happy 
Mountain/NGNL 24

WOLO 24, Platinum 14
TUESDAY, JULY 16

REC/Deuces 19, WOLO 18
Platinum 19, 99 Problems 

3, 99 Problems eliminated
Platinum 25, Happy 

M o u n t a i n / N G N L  2 4 , 
Happy Mountain/NGNL 
eliminated

THURSDAY, JULY 18
WOLO 23, Platinum 20, 

Platinum eliminated
REC/Deuces 26, WOLO 

21, WOLO eliminated
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NHSFR ended on Saturday
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The National High 
School Finals Rodeo came to a conclusion 
on Saturday. The event took place at 
the Sweetwater Events Center in Rock 
Springs, Wyo.

Four SLV performers competed at the 
NHSFR this year.

Klayt Staudt of Saguache was entered 
in two events this year – boys cutting and 
team roping with Rett Coors of Loveland.

In boys cutting, Staudt scored 130 
points in his first run last Wednesday 
morning and 137 in his second run on 
Wednesday evening for a total of 267 
points. That total had him tie for 54th 
place overall.

Staudt and Coors did not record a time 
in either of their performances.

Despite not placing high at the NHSFR, 
it was an outstanding year for Staudt 
as he was Colorado’s boys all-around 
champion.

Another Saguache competitor, Rivers 
Hill, participated in barrel racing. She 
had a time of 17.983 seconds in her first 
go round on Wednesday morning and she 
ran her second go in 22.846 seconds on 
Wednesday evening. Her total of 40.784 
had her finish 131st.

Two members of the Sittler family also 
competed at the NHSFR.

Ben Sittler competed in bull riding. 
However, he did not record a score in 
either of his attempts.

Alex Sittler took part in shooting 
sports. He first competed in the rifle 
shoot which took place at the Green 
River Shooting Range in Green River, 
Wyo. on Tuesday. He tied for 128th with 
179 points.

He then competed in trap shooting 
which was at the Sweetwater Trap Club 
in Rock Springs on Thursday. He tied for 
138th with 63 points.

The next NHSFR will be July 13-19, 
2025 also in Rock Springs.

Courier file photo by Ken Hamrick
Klayt Staudt of Saguache competes as a heeler in team roping at the Alamosa 
Round-UP in June. Staudt was in two events at last week’s National High School 
Finals Rodeo in Rock Springs, Wyo., and he was also the Colorado boys all-
around champion.
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Lifestyle
From the Librarian’s Desk- new arrivals

Look at 
what’s new 
at Conejos 

County 
Library, Maria 
De Herrera 
Branch, for 

your reading 
pleasure

• The Ghost Orchid by 
Jonathan Kellerman 

Summary: “Psychologist 
Alex Delaware and Detec-
tive Milo Sturgis are faced 
with their most perplexing 
case yet when a double ho-
micide investigation leads 
them to stolen identities 
and long-buried secrets 
worth killing for in this 
riveting thriller from the 
#1 New York Times best-
selling author”— Provided 
by publisher.

• Sheltering Angel: a 
novel based on a true story 
of the Titanic by Louella 
Bryant

Summary: “From a 
working-class family, 
Scotsman Andrew Cun-
ningham stewards for 
wealthy travelers aboard 
elegant cruise ships of the 
early 20th century, but he 
resents those who flaunt 
their inherited wealth. 
New Yorkers Florence and 
Bradley Cumings, first-
class passengers traveling 
aboard Titanic, are the 
exception, and the three 
discover an ancestral con-
nection. As the ship sinks 
on the fateful morning of 
April 15, 1912, Florence 
watches in horror from her 
lifeboat. In the darkness 
of night, she searches the 
water for her husband and 

recognizes the man swim-
ming through the frigid 
water toward her is An-
drew.” — Back cover.

• Dead Man’s Hand by 
Bradley Taylor

Summary: “Pike Logan 
goes head-to-head with 
P u t i n ’ s 
h e n c h -
men. To 
finally end 
the war 
b e t w e e n 
their na-
tions, a 
r o g u e 
band of 
Ukranian 
partisans 
known as 
the Wolves 
teams up 
with members of Russia’s 
military intelligence to 
assassinate Vladimir Pu-
tin. But Putin is aware of 
the traitors in his midst 
and assigns the loyal com-
mander of the Russian 
National Guard to root 
them out. It’s a mission 
Victor Petrov is expected 
to undertake after he pre-
vents Sweden from joining 
NATO—by assassinat-
ing a deputy minister of 
foreign affairs. After re-
ceiving intelligence about 
the threat in Sweden, the 
United States sends Pike 
Logan to identify Petrov’s 
target—only for him to 
get caught in the crossfire 
between Putin’s agents 
and the Wolves. When the 
smoke clears, Pike makes 
no effort to stop the Wolves 
on their ultimate mission, 
believing it just, until he 
discovers that their op-
eration has unimaginable 
consequences. For Putin 
is preparing a devastating 
activating the Dead Man’s 
Hand nuclear response 
that will launch Russia’s 

missiles in the event of his 
death.”

• The New York 
Game: baseball and the 
rise of a new city by Kevin 
Baker

Summary: “A hugely 
entertaining history of 

baseball in New 
York City, burst-
ing with bigger 
than life figures, 
and long-forgotten 
heroes, spanning 
the game’s found-
ing to the early 
1940s.”— Provid-
ed by publisher.

• The Lost 
Bookshop by 
Evie Woods    

Summary: The 
Keeper of Stories 

meets The Lost Apoth-
ecary in this evocative 
and charming novel full 
of mystery and secrets. 
“The thing about books,’ 
she said ‘is that they help 
you to imagine a life bigger 
and better than you could 
ever dream of.” On a qui-
et street in Dublin, a lost 
bookshop is waiting to be 
found... For too long, Opal-
ine, Martha and Henry 
have been the side charac-
ters in their own lives. But 
when a vanishing book-
shop casts its spell, these 
three unsuspecting strang-
ers will discover that their 
own stories are every bit 
as extraordinary as the 
ones found in the pages of 
their beloved books. And 
by unlocking the secrets 
of the shelves, they find 
themselves transported to 
a world of wonder...where 
nothing is as it seems.

We have a great selec-
tion of books for all ages. 
Come by the Conejos 
County Library Maria De-
Herrera Branch at 17703 
Highway 285, La Jara; the 

Antonito Branch at 112 
Main St. in Antonito; and 
at the Capulin Branch at 

8047 State Highway 15 in 
Capulin. 

If you would like to check 

out a book, come by one of 
the locations or call 719-274-
5858, for more information.

CDOT, local officials 
holding public meetings
 Summer, fall 
meetings to 
touch all four 

corners of 
Colorado
CONTRIBUTED

As Colorado prepares 
to update future trans-
portation plans and de-
velop the state’s 2050 
transportation and 
transit plan, CDOT and 
local communities are 
holding a series of pub-
lic meetings throughout 
the summer and fall to 
solicit input from the 
public on recent infra-
structure development 
and future needs. 

The meetings will be 
held in each rural trans-
portation planning re-
gion, the 10 groupings 
of counties that allow 
for local officials to col-
laborate on area needs. 
These gatherings will 
allow technical staff to 
share progress and ac-
complishments on com-
pletion of 10-Year Plan 
projects to date, as well 
as discuss needs, data 
and trends with mem-
bers of the public.

Similar conversations 
in the state’s metro ar-
eas will be led by the 
respective metropolitan 
planning organizations: 
the Denver Regional 
Council of Governments 
(DRCOG); Grand Valley 
MPO (GVMPO); North 
Front Range MPO 
(NFRMPO); Pikes Peak 
Area Council of Govern-
ments (PPACG); and 
Pueblo Area Council of 
Governments (PACOG).

More information 

on Colorado’s trans-
portation planning 
process can be found 
at https://www.codot.
g o v / p r o g r a m s / p l a n -
ning/planning-process.  
  
Upcoming TPR meet-
ings, along with dates, 
times, and links to addi-
tional details, are listed 
below. 

• Southeast, July 24, 
10 a.m. to noon, Lamar

• South Central, July 
25, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 
Walsenburg

• Northwest, July 25, 
9 a.m. to noon, Virtual

• Southwest, Aug. 8, 9 
a.m. to noon, Durango

• San Luis Valley, 
Aug. 22, 10 a.m. to noon, 
Alamosa

• Gunnison Valley, 
Aug. 29, 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., Montrose

• Upper Front Range, 
Sept. 5, 1 to 4 p.m., Fort 
Morgan

• Eastern, Sept. 9, 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Ak-
ron

• Northwest, Sept. 9, 
10 a.m. to noon, Fraser

• Central Front 
Range, Oct. 7, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Cripple Creek

• Southwest, Oct. 10, 
9 a.m. to noon, Durango

• Intermountain, Oct. 
18, 10 a.m. to noon, Ea-
gle

• Southeast, Oct. 23, 
10 a.m. to noon, Lamar

• South Central, Oct. 
24, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 
Trinidad

• San Luis Valley, 
Nov. 14, 10 a.m. to noon, 
Alamosa

• Gunnison Valley, 
Nov. 14, 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., Montrose

• Eastern, Dec. 2, 9:30 
a.m. to noon, Limon

• Upper Front Range, 

Dec. 5, 1 to 4 p.m., 
CDOT Region 4 office
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Public Notices
099 - 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

163 - LOST &
FOUND

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

221 - 
HELP WANTED

221 - 
HELP WANTED

No. 4036
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 961-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On April 26, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Ashanti L Montoya AND Johnathan A Rangel
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS 
NOMINEE FOR ADVANCE MORTGAGE & INVESTMENT COM-
PANY, LLC, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
PLAINS COMMERCE BANK
Date of Deed of Trust
May 03, 2023
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
May 03, 2023
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
388625 
Original Principal Amount
$212,121.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$211,499.33
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOT 10, MCCLAIN-FINK SUBDIVISION, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, 
STATE OF COLORADO
APN #: 541315202002
Also known by street and number as: 1408 Edison Ave, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 08/28/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication.  7/3/2024
Last Publication.   7/31/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 04/26/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Alison L. Berry #34531
Lynn M. Janeway #15592
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9540 Maroon Circle, Suite 320,  Englewood, 
CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 24-032056
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4013.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 962-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On May 1, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
BillieJo Cooper and Curtis B Cooper
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems Inc., as beneficiary, as 
nominee for AmCap Mortgage, Ltd. DBA Major Mortgage
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
Date of Deed of Trust
May 03, 2019
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
May 06, 2019
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
373104 Book: N/A Page: 
Original Principal Amount
$221,212.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$204,851.58
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOT 12, IN BLOCK 5, CARROLL SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF 
ALAMOSA, IN ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 2209 Clark Street, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 08/28/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication    7/3/2024
Last Publication     7/31/2024
Name of Publication  Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 05/01/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Scott Toebben #19011
Randall S. Miller & Associates, P.C. 216 16th Street, Suite 1210,  
Denver, CO 80202 (720) 259-6710
Attorney File # 24CO00177-1
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4014.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 2024.

Saguache County Childcare Committee
Request for Proposals
for Assessment to Remodel Childcare Facility
in Saguache, Colorado
The Saguache County Childcare Committee is a coalition of com-
munity members and
Saguache County employees to establish a daycare facility in Sagua-
che, Colorado. We
are seeking proposals from licensed contractors to assess 710 Den-
ver Avenue, Saguache,
Colorado for renovation needs, in compliance with regulations of the 
State of Colorado for
Childcare Facilities. The purpose of this RFP is to invite contractors 
with relevant experi-
ence to submit proposals to the Saguache County Childcare Com-
mittee.
The Assessment will include:
- Physical building upgrades and repairs, including but not limited to 
carpentry,
roofing, flooring, and painting.
- Bathroom renovations for ADA compliance
- Kitchen renovations for commercial kitchen compliance
- Heating upgrades
- Plumbing upgrades
- Electrical upgrades
- Playground, grounds, and fencing upgrades
The ideal contractor will have a record of experience with:
- General contracting includes the ability to assess carpentry, heat-
ing, plumbing,
and electrical.
- Knowledge of commercial kitchen regulations and ADA compliance.
- Responsive communication.
The selected contractor will be responsible for assessing the building, 
with possible assis-
tance from a qualified consultant on Child Care Facility regulations.
Please include in proposal:
- A description of the contractor, including name(s) and credentials 
of those that
would be involved in the project.
- A description of the previous relevant experience of the contractor.
- Proposed budget.
- Schedule availability.
- General Liability insurance documentation and documentation of 
Workers’
Compensation insurance as required by the Labor Code of the State 
of Colora-
do and Employers Liability Insurance. Evidence of qualified self-
insured status
may be substituted.
Direct general RFP project questions to Wendi Maez, Saguache 
County Administrator, at
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.
Proposals may be submitted by email to wmaez@saguachecounty-
co.gov by the deadline
of Friday July 31, 2024, at 3pm.
No. 4029.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 
24, & 26, 2024.

Notice: 
Request For Proposals: City of Alamosa is requesting proposals for:  
AWTP Well House Project 2024 
The City of Alamosa is seeking firms or individuals to provide 
General Construction. A RFP Bidders package is available at the city 
website HERE. 
All responders must provide the following criteria: 
. Must provide Current General Liability Insurance in the amounts de-
scribed in the RFP Bid package. 
. Must Provide a completed RFP Bidders Package prior to the sub-
mission deadline. 
. encouraged to attend a pre-bid meeting July 17, 2024. 9:30 am MDT.
. Must visit the site and understand the requirements of the project. 
The City of Alamosa will be accepting responses until July 29, 2024. 
Respond directly to Steve Copley, Project Manager at scopley@
ci.alamosa.co.us or 719-587-2549.
No. 4030.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 12, 16, & 24, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 963-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On May 20, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Jess Medina
Original Beneficiary(ies)
VECTRA BANK COLORADO, N.A.
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
COLORADO HOUSING AND FINANCE AUTHORITY
Date of Deed of Trust
September 30, 2002
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
October 01, 2002
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
308518 
Original Principal Amount
$52,067.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$25,437.11
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
A tract of land in the E 1/2 SE 1/4 of Section 12, Township 37 North, 
Range 10 East of the N.M.P.M., more particularly described as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point on the East line of the E 1/2 SE 1/4 of said 
Section 12, where such East line intersects the Northerly right of way 
line of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad (which point is 
100 feet from, when measured at right angles to, the center line of 
said Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad right of way); thence 
North 83° 10’ 07” West, 416 feet; thence North 0°27’ 23” East, 209 
feet; thence South 83° 10’ 07” East, 416 feet to a point on the East 
line of the E 1/2  SE 1/4 of said Section 12; thence South 0° 27’ 27” 
West along said East line 209 feet to the point of beginning, Alamosa 
County, Colorado LOAN MODIFICATION RECORDED ON 5/12/2003 
AT RECEPTION NO. 311836 TO ATTACH THE CHFA RIDER.
*PURSUANT TO AFFIDAVIT OF SCRIVENER’S ERROR RECORD-
ED ON MAY 7, 2024 AT RECEPTION NO. 391704 TO CORRECT 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION.
Also known by street and number as: 7935 S HARMONY RD, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 09/18/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 7/24/2024
Last Publication 8/21/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 05/20/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Alison L. Berry #34531
Lynn M. Janeway #15592
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9540 Maroon Circle, Suite 320, Englewood, 
CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 23-030500
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 4041.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 31, August 7, 14, 21, 2024.

NOTICE
The Centennial School in San Luis, CO is currently taking bids to re-
place the padding, carpet, and vinyl flooring in a house that the school 
district owns. For more information, any questions, or to submit a bid, 
please contact Ernie Rael at 719-672-3322 or 719-672-3406.
No. 4043.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, August 2, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 10, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE
The Centennial School in San Luis, CO is now taking silent bids 
for a 2007 Dodge Caravan. It has 307,000 miles, 3.3L V6. Please 
turn in your bid in a sealed envelope at 14644 Hwy 159 in San Luis, 
Colorado. Or, email it to P.O. Box 350, San Luis, Colorado 81152 by 
August 15th, 2024.
No. 4044.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, August 2, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 10, & 13, 2024.

719-589-2564
2225 Main St.

Alamosa

Alamosa State Bank (ASB) is seeking a Full Time 
Operations Assistant to join our team in the Alamosa 

office.  The position is responsible for a variety of 
administrative and clerical support duties including 
reconciliations, making routine calculations, making 

entries, and tracking various transactions.  Assign-
ments will be in operational areas including general 

ledger, bookkeeping, and auditing.  The position 
requires critical thinking, organizational skills, and 
attention to detail.  Qualified candidates will have 

demonstrated ability to work independently as well 
as cooperatively in a team environment.  A bachelor’s 
degree and/or experience in banking, accounting, or 

finance is preferred but not required.       
Compensation for this position is commensurate 

with your qualifications and experience.  ASB offers 
a comprehensive benefit program that includes 

a discretionary bonus, medical, dental and vision 
plans, 401(k) plan, life insurance, and paid leave ben-

efits.  Applications are available at ASB and should 
be submitted to Kate@alamosastatebank.com.  This 

position will remain open until August 10, 2024.
Member FDIC- An Equal Opportunity Employer

Medcl Lab Scntst – (Alamosa 
& La Jara, CO), San Luis 
Valley Health: Prfrms all 

antbdy screening, idntifcation 
& cross mtching prcdres req’d 
in the admnstrtion of blood & 
blood comp. Stnd corp benfts. 
Salary $68,556.80. EOE. Reqs: 
Bach (or frgn equiv) in Medcl 
Tech, Chmstry, or rltd fld, & 2 

yrs’ of exp as a Medcl Tech, Lab 
Scntist, or rltd role req. Email 
resume to len.gross@slvrmc.

org, Attn: Len Gross, Ref: 2078. 

IN PARTNERSHIP 
W I T H Pe r m i t iu m, 
LLC, a software de-
signer that specializes 
in web-based law en-
forcement services, the 
ALAMOSA COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(ACSO) is announcing 
the implementation of 
a NEW SCHEDUL-
ING AND PAYMENT 
S O F T WA R E  F O R 
THOSE APPLYING 
FOR OR RENEWING 
THEIR CONCEALED 
CARRY PERMIT. This 
new software will allow 
applicants to schedule 
their CHP appointment, 
upload the necessary 
documents, submit their 
ID photo, and make their 
payment online ahead 
of time. The link is now 
available on the Ala-
mosa County Sheriff’s 
website at https://alamo-
sacounty.colorado.gov/
departments/sheriff. Ef-
fective August 1, 2024. 
(7/30/24)

LOST: YOUNG FE-
MALE TORTOISE-
SHELL CAT. Fixed, 
no chip or collar. Lost 
from NAVAJO TRAIL 
ANTIQUES, ABOUT 3 
MILES EAST OF ALA-
MOSA ON HIGHWAY 
160. REWARD for safe 
return! Linda, 729-580-
4463
LOST: BLACK CAT, 
named BLACKIE. Lost 
at  8735 INDEPEN-
DENCE DR., ALAMO-
SA, BY FOOD BANK, 
June 27. If found alive or 
dead, please call. There 
is a REWARD! 719-
649-0911. (7/24/24)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(8/28/24)
LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

221 - 
HELP WANTED

R A N C H / F A R M 
HELP; PART-TIME. 
719-274-0380, (8/17/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting applications for 
a LEAD TEACHER. 
This position is full 
time 38 hours/ week. 
Must have an AA or 
BA in ECE or related 
field. Starting Play is 
17.00 to 22.00 Depend-
ing on education and 
experience. Applica-
tions are available at 
Monte  Vis t a  Head 
Start, 2863 Sherman 
Ave., MONTE VISTA 
Colorado. For more 
information, you may 
contact the Director 
by email, Director@
MVheadstar t.org or 
call 719-852-3215. An 
employment applica-
tion must be complete. 
Posit ion open unti l 
filled. (7/26/24)

MOFFAT SCHOOLS 
IS now hiring for; K-12 
S C H O O L  C OU N -
SELOR and SCHOOL 
SECRETARY. Job de-
scriptions and applica-
tions can be found on 
the District website, 
www.moffatschools.
org or contact Kathy 
Garcia at 719-341-0128 
for more information. 
Application deadline: 
Until filled. (8/13/24)
HOM E H E A LT H 
AIDE for individu-
al needed near LA 
JA R A. CNA help -
ful but not required, 
on the job training. 
Good pay, f lexible 
hours, must pass back-
ground check. Call or 
Text 719-580-9633. 
(7/24/24)
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711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
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ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

Parking Spaces For Rent

APPLIANCES

239 Walker Rd. • Alamosa
(Located in the old Sears store)

719-587-3882
www.slvappliance.com

J O B  O P E N I N G : 
PA RT-TI M E SEC-
RETARY at SACRED 
H EA RT CH U RCH. 
Monday thru Friday – 
hours 9:00 am to 2:00 
pm (25 hrs. a week). 
Should be bilingual and 
have experience with 
Microsof t programs 
(Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Publisher) and 
google email/calendar 
knowledge. Should be 
a pract icing Roman 
Catholic in good stand-
ing with the Church. 
Must pass a criminal 
background investiga-
tion; must have a good 
driving record, current 
Colorado Driver’s Li-
cense, and automobile 
insurance. Please submit 
a resume to admin@
sacredheartalamosa.org 
or come to the office 
for an application. If 
you have any questions, 
please call the office at 
(719) 589-5829, ext. 11. 
(8/10/24)
SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT is 
looking for an energetic 
full time teacher for 
our MIDDLE/ HIGH 
S C H O O L  P H Y S I -
CAL EDUCATION/ 
W E I G H T L I F T I N G 
POSITION. All ap-
plicants must have the 
appropriate Colorado 
teaching license. Please 
submit your application 
and resume to Brandon 
Mizokami Pr incipal 
at bmizokami@sier-
ragrandeschool.net or 
contact Mr. Mizokami 
at 719-379-3259 by July 
25,2024. Applications 
can be found online 
at www.sierragrande-
school.net. (7/24/24)

SIERRA GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT is accepting ap-
plications for HS ASS’T. 
BOYS BASKETBALL 
COACH. Qual i f ica-
tions: Applicants must 
be over 18 years of 
age, pass a background 
check. Applications can 
be found on our web-
site www.sierragran-
deschool.net. Applica-
tions must be submitted 
to mshawcroft@sier-
ragrandeschool.net by 
July 25, 2024. (7/24/24)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a ROUTE BUS 
DRIVER. Preference 
will be given to appli-
cants that hold a CDL, 
but the transportation 
department will work 
with the right candidate 
in obtaining the license. 
For additional informa-
tion contact Mark Hotz, 
Maintenance/Transpor-
tation Director, at 719-
852-2881. The salary 
for this position will 
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Transporta-
tion Personnel Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by July 31, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. For questions re-
garding the application 
process contact the Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (8/6/24)

DIRECTOR OF EM-
PLOYEE SUPPORT 
(DES). LA PUENTE 
is our community’s re-
sponse to address the 
effects of poverty by 
providing a safety net 
of services, where indi-
viduals and families get 
what they need to sta-
bilize, heal, strengthen, 
and ultimately thrive. 
Seeking Director of Em-
ployee Support who will 
assist with hiring, on-
boarding, training facili-
tation, conflict manage-
ment, and strengthening 
organizational culture. 
Seeking experienced in-
dependent professional 
with strong people skills 
and understanding of 
holistic staff support 
and development. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of helping others. Sal-
ary $55k-60k DOE. Full 
benefit package. Send 
cover letter, resume, re-
quest job description: 
hr@lapuente.net  La 
Puente: P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO 81101; 
719/589 -59 0 9  ( E x t 
238); www.lapuente.
net. (8/17/24)
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
H EA LT H is  h i r ing 
C.N.A’s! Come work 
for a great organization 
with amazing benefits 
and make a difference in 
patients’ lives. A C.N.A 
license is required but 
assistance is available 
for those that need to 
take the state test. To 
learn more about this 
incredible opportunity 
check out our careers 
page at www.slvh.org 
or call 719-587-1200. 
(7/31/24)

DEL NORTE POLICE 
OFFICER. The TOWN 
of DEL NORTE is seek-
ing qualified applicants 
for position of POLICE 
OFFICER. Applicants 
must be POST certified 
as a Colorado Police 
Officer. Selected appli-
cants must be able to 
pass a physical, physi-
ologica l  eva luat ion, 
pre-employment drug 
test, and extensive back-
ground check. Must be 
able to work all shifts. 
Salary $45k-$48k DOE, 
plus excellent benefits 
and retirement. Must 
be at least 21 years of 
age. Send resume to Del 
Norte Police Department 
email: delnorte1860@
outlook.com  or apply at 
delnortecolorado.com or 
can be picked up at Del 
Norte Police Dept. 525 
Grand Ave., Del Norte, 
Co 81132. Deadline un-
til position filled. EEO/
ADA. (8/23/24)
CENTER CONSOLI-
DAT E D  S C H O O L 
DIST R ICT 26J T i s 
looking for a MIDDLE 
SCHOOL VOLLEY-
BALL COACH for the 
2024-2025 season. Qual-
ifications: Must be over 
18, have a high school 
diploma/GED and be 
able to pass a back-
ground check, or, such 
alternative qualifications 
as the Board may find 
appropriate and accept-
able. Non- Certified Ap-
plications can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunites or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(8/2/24)
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L&M BODY SHOP is 
now hiring a full time 
BOOKKEEPER/ES-
TIMATOR. Must have 
computer experience, 
be professional, reliable 
and organized. Hours 
M-F from 8:00 to 5:00. 
Please send resume 
to marcie@slvproper-
ties.com. (8/7/24)
BUTCHER WANT-
ED! PROCESSING 
wild game and do-
mestic animals. For 
more info call 719-859-
4198! (8/10/24)
D I R E C T O R  O F 
C O M M U N I C A -
TIONS & ENGAGE-
MEN T (DCE).  LA 
PUENTE is our com-
munity’s response to 
address the effects of 
poverty by providing 
a safety net of servic-
es, where individuals 
and families get what 
they need to stabilize, 
heal, strengthen, and 
ultimately thrive. Seek-
ing DCE who will lead/
manage a team to en-
gage the community 
through presentations, 
publications, special 
events, public relations, 
and social media com-
munications. Seeking 
self-starter, with strong 
written oral skills and 
the ability to lead a 
team. Join our staff 
of dedicated profes-
sionals and learn the 
joys and satisfaction of 
helping others. Salary 
$46-52k DOE.  Full 
benefits package. Send 
resume/cover letter & 
request job descrip-
tion: hr@lapuente.net  
La Puente, P.O. Box 
1235, ALAMOSA, CO  
81101; 719 589-5909 
(Ext 238) www.lapu-
ente.net. (7/26/24)
TH E CR E STON E 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
is attracting skilled 
educators for a MS/HS 
SCIENCE TEACHER 
position. Qualified ap-
plicants will have a 
breadth of knowledge 
in biology, physics, 
chemistry, and earth 
science as well as in-
structional practices 
for individualized, proj-
ect-based, experiential 
learning; teacher’s li-
cense is preferred but 
educational experience 
is required. Salaried 
with benefits ranging 
from $40-60K, Full-
time for the 2024/25 
SY. CCS also seeks a 
PART-TIME TRANS-
PORTATION COOR-
DINATOR & DRIVER 
to start ASAP for the 
24-25 school year. Wag-
es range from $16.50-
20.00 per hour. The 
position includes co-
ordination of van fleet, 
drivers, and sports and 
trip driving. Clean driv-
ing record (not CDL) 
required. Call 719-256-
4907 or visit www.cre-
stone-charter-school.
o r g / e m p l o y m e n t . 
(8/9/24) 
CENTER IN NEED 
OF WORKERS. There 
are SEVERAL PO-
SI T IONS  AVA I L -
ABLE. Hours 8:00 
am-??? Competitive 
wages. Please inquire 
at MOUNTAIN KING 
SPU D GROW ERS, 
109 0  Sout h  M i les 
Street, Center, CO. 
(8/7/24)
P OTATO WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ERAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO. 
(8/7/24)
H E L P  WA N T E D 
PART TIME - DEP-
UTY CORONER:  Ex-
perienced individual 
needed for On Call Part 
time position assisting 
the Saguache County 
Coroner. The position 
will be an on call/as 
needed position. Coro-
ner calls are paid at 
$150.00 per call and 
Transports are $150.00 
per call, Weekday on 
call $15.00 per day and 
Weekend on call $30.00 
per day. Please contact 
April Quintana with 
the Saguache County 
Administration office 
for an application or 
printable at www.sa-
guachecounty.colorado.
gov . Call 719-655-2231 
for more information. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. SAGUACHE 
COUNTY is an EEO 
employer. Drug testing 
and a background check 
will be required for fi-
nal applicants. (7/24/24)
S A N G R E  D E 
CRISTO has open-
ings for the following 
positions: SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR; K-12 
MUSIC TEACHER; 
MS FOOTBALL; HS 
BOYS & GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL; NUTRI-
TION STAFF. Please 
contact Dave Crews 
for more information 
719-420-1422 or Jenna 
Mondragon at 719-717-
0871. (7/24/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a MAINTE-
NANCE EMPLOYEE. 
This is a full-time posi-
tion with benefits. Mon-
te Vista School District 
offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Maintenance 
and Custodial Salary 
Schedule, which can 
be viewed on the dis-
trict website - Employ-
ment Oppor tunit ies 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pi r a t es. mont e. k12.
co.us/employmentop-
portunities by July 18, 
2024 or until the posi-
tion is filled. (7/24/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is accepting 
applications for a HU-
MAN RESOURCES 
SPECIALIST. Full-
time, Monday - Fri-
day. Salary starts at 
$59,133 - $65,248 an-
nually DOE.  Benefits 
include Health, Dental, 
Vision, Life Insurance, 
Paid Holidays and a 
401(a) at 4% match. 
Starting annual salary 
of $57,408 - $59,717 
DOE. Must pass a back-
ground check and pre-
employment drug test, 
including testing for 
marijuana. Applica-
tion and job descrip-
tion are available at 
r iograndecounty.org 
and submit applications 
to humanresources@
riograndecounty.org or 
pick up and drop off at 
925 6th Street, Room 
200, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132. (8/10/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
h igher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License with a second-
ary Language Ar ts 
endorsement. Please 
submit your applica-
tion, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DNHS Pr incipal at 
ahardy@urtigers.co or 
contact Mrs. Hardy at 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/7/24)
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
caring individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PAR-
AEDUCATOR. Ap-
plicants must have a 
high school diploma 
and prior experience 
working with students 
with special needs is 
preferred. Please sub-
mit your application 
to Amy Duda, DNES 
Principal at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO 81132; aduda@
urtigers.co; or call at 
719-657-4050. The po-
sition will be open until 
filled. You can pick 
up an application at 
the District Office or 
on-line at urtigers.co. 
(8/6/24)
AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROVI DER 
needed for the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE. 150 
days per year which 
i n c lu d e s  a l l  d ays 
that teachers are at 
school. Applicants must 
have a high school di-
ploma and experience 
working with young 
children is a plus! Ap-
plications may be re-
trieved online at ur-
tigers.co please email 
ahorrocks@urtigers.co 
or aduda@urtigers.co 
for more information 
or to send completed 
applications. (8/6/24)
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL is 
looking for an energetic 
and experienced can-
didate to serve as the 
district’s STRENGTH 
& CONDITIONING 
COACH. This position 
will assume the respon-
sibility and obligation 
of establ ishing and 
maintaining a strength 
and conditioning pro-
gram for all sports. 
Additional responsi-
bilities include teach-
ing junior high school 
physical education and 
high school physical 
education/weight train-
ing courses. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree and either pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
the appropriate Colo-
rado teaching license. 
Please submit your ap-
plication, resume, and 
cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/6/24)

EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R:  C E N T E R 
H E A D  STA RT  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, 
experience working 
with diverse children 
and families, knowl-
edge of Early Child-
hood development and 
ECE reports. Highly 
advised that applicants 
have good communica-
tion skills, leadership 
skills and ability to 
plan and problem solve. 
Applications can be 
picked up at the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (7/31/24)
FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is looking for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a degree, cer-
tificate or credential in 
social work, human ser-
vices, family services, 
or counseling related 
field at hire or within 
18 months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if 
bi l ingual (Engl ish /
Spanish). Applications 
can be picked up at the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (7/31/24) 
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hiring!  
Avai lable ful l-t ime 
positions with com-
petitive pay and ben-
efits include: ASSES-
SOR’S OFFICE AP-
PRAISER TRAINEE; 
PU BLIC H EA LT H 
N U RSE; ROA D & 
BR I D G E  E Q U I P -
MENT OPERATOR; 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
DET EN TION/ DIS-
PAT C H DE PU T Y; 
Sheriff’s Office DE-
TENTION/DISPATCH 
SERGEANT and COR-
PORAL; Sheriff’s Of-
fice ROAD DEPUTY; 
Sheriff’s Office JAIL 
C O O K ;  S O C I A L 
SERVICES LEGAL 
TECHNICIAN MAN-
AGER. Benefits include 
medical, retirement, 
and paid time-off. Visit 
www.riograndecounty.
org for details including 
applications and job de-
scriptions or pickup at 
Human Resources: 925 
6th St., Rm. 200, DEL 
NORTE, CO. (7/26/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice!! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
H A Y :  G R A S S , 
GRASS/ALFALFA, 
ALFALFA. 3x3 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(8/7/24-monthly)
HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(8/6/24)

M U LT I - FA M I LY 
YARD SALE— Satur-
day, July 27, 8-12? 1308 
Sarah Lane, ALAMO-
SA, northwest of high 
school in new subdivi-
sion. Lots of clothes, 
including name brands; 
toys; shoes; backpacks; 
house items; bikes; TV; 
kayak; holiday decora-
tions and much more! 
(7/27/24)
HUGE YARD SALE: 
Friday & Saturday July 
26 & 27, from 7:00a.m. 
to 1:00. 714 Duke Drive, 
A LA MOSA.  Ma ny 
items! (7/27/24)
H U G E  G A R AG E 
SALE II: Great Deals, 
lots of Collectables and 
other Stuff! County 
Line & 8N – follow 
signs. (7/27/24)
10+ FAMILY GA-
RAGE SALE: 931 US 
Hwy 285,  MONTE 
VISTA. Large variet-
ies of items, including 
furniture, household 
items, storage items, 
tools and clothing. 7:00-
12:00 July 26 & 27. 
(7/27/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

A K C  F R E N C H 
BULLDOG Puppies, 
Ready to go Aug. 7, 
ful l DNA, chipped, 
wormed, shots, 30 days 
insurance, lifetime sup-
port $3,500 719-640-
6404 www.DuneView-
Frenchies.com. (8/3/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

NICE 1 BEDROOM 
with W/D, across from 
ASU. Call 719-251-
3597. (7/27/24)
REDUCED: EAST 
ALAMOSA, 1 BED-
ROOM, $645/ monthly, 
$700/ deposit, utilities 
included. Employment 
required. 719-580-3710. 
(7/27/24)
2 BEDROOM NEAR 
ASU/ Hospital, 1204 
Lincoln. No smokers/ 
vapors. 1 year lease, ref-
erences. 719-588-1422. 
(7/26/24)

Cielo Vista 
Apartments

166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 
Applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo
852-3949

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on income for qualifying 

households.
Gomez Manor Apts.

804 State St.
Antonito, Colo. 

376-2388
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 
2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 
affordable price.Guadalupe Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th

Antonito, Colo.
376-2025

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4 BEDROOM, 2. 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $2150/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (8/17/24)

THE AD DID ITS JOB. 
THANK YOU. MARK

$24.00

4$25

$25
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 DE A R A BBY: My 
25-year-old son lives with 
his two girlfriends, who 
are also romantically 
involved with each other. 
They share a single bed-
room. One of them has a 
baby due this week, and 
the other has made noises 
about wanting a child. 

 I don’t approve of this 
arrangement and can’t 
see it ending well. I love 
my son and I have a good 
relationship with all three 
of them, but it flies in the 
face of my upbringing and 
beliefs. 

 My question: How do I 
deal with this threesome 
if they come stay at my 
house? I don’t want this go-
ing on under my roof, but 
I don’t know how to assign 
bedrooms. If it were just 
two of them in a commit-
ted relationship, I could 
suck it up and put them 
together, but all three? 

 I think my son knows 
me well enough to (hope-
fully) make that decision 
before coming here. I’m 
afraid if I assign bed-
rooms according to my 
convictions, it will lead to 
a falling-out. Any advice? 
-- CONFLICTED DAD IN 
OHIO

 DEAR DAD: Discuss 
your feelings with your 
son as soon as he tells you 
he and his “extended fam-
ily” want to stay at your 
home. Explain that what 
goes on in his dwelling is 
his business, but in your 

home, you prefer the three 
of them (or four, once the 
baby arrives) not share 
one room, and let HIM 
decide where everyone 
sleeps. (This would in-
clude staying in a nearby 
hotel or motel during their 
visit, which might be more 
comfortable for them.)

 DEAR ABBY: After 40 
years, I just started talk-
ing to my daughter again. 
I explained why I hadn’t 
been in her life, which was 
not at all what her father 
had told her. He told her 
I abandoned her and her 
brother and wanted noth-
ing more to do with them 
-- this is NOT TRUE. 
Those kids were my life. 
Now, she can’t understand 
why her father lied to them 
all these years. 

 I have no idea how to 
comfort her or even build a 
relationship after all this 
time. I gave birth to her 
brother at 15 and to her 
at 16. Their father was 
older and very controlling. 
We live in two different 
states, which doesn’t help. 
I have never stopped lov-
ing and missing my kids. 
I have asked multiple 
people for suggestions, 
and they have nothing to 
offer. Any advice would 
be greatly appreciated. 
-- RECONNECTING IN 
TENNESSEE

 DEAR RECONNECT-
ING: It is wonderful that 
after all these years you 
have finally been able to 

make a connection with 
your daughter. Please, 
take it slowly, one step at 
a time. She will need to 
understand how young 
you were when she and 
her brother were born, and 
the imbalance of power 
in your relationship with 
their older (and control-
ling) father. 

 Your daughter should 
know you always wanted 
her in your life, but that 
the estrangement was 
their father’s punishment 
for you. Reinforce that 
you never stopped loving, 
missing or thinking about 
them and they are part of 
you. Living in different 
states may make things 
more challenging, but you 
may be able to establish a 
friendship and visit your 
daughter in the future. 

Room assignments unclear 
for visiting ‘throuple’
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(METRO) – Regular 
eye examinations are im-
portant components of a 
personal health regimen. 
Visiting an eye doctor can 
alert a person to poten-
tial vision impairments, 
and certain symptoms 
that show up in the eyes 
could be indicative of no-
table health problems. 
The American Academy 
of Ophthalmology says 
everything from brain tu-
mors to aneurysms to high 
cholesterol can be detected 
in the eyes.

For those who do not 
have any apparent vision 
problems, most doctors 
recommend following a 
chart based on age. The in-
surance experts at Aetna 
suggest the following age-

METRO photo
These are some of the things people may experience 
during a comprehensive vision exam.

What to expect at your next eye exam
based intervals:

• Ages 20 to 39: Every 
five years

• Ages 40 to 54: Every 
two to four years

• Ages 55 to 64: Every 
one to three years

• Ages 65 and up: Every 
one to two years

Individuals who wear 
glasses or contact lenses, 
have a family history of 
eye disease, or have a 
chronic condition that 
puts them at risk for eye 
disease, like diabetes, 
should get vision exams 
more frequently.

Despite the significance 
of eye exams, many people 
do not visit an eye doctor 
until something is amiss 
with their vision or eyes. 
Perhaps individuals would 

be inclined to visit the eye 
doctor more frequently if 
they knew what to expect 
during an exam. Here’s 
what people can expect the 
next time they step into a 
private eye doctor’s office 
or a vision center, courtesy 
of The Cleveland Clinic 
and Warby Parker.

• Visual acuity: The eye 
doctor will ask you to read 
an eye chart while looking 
through a device called a 
phoropter. This device has 
several lenses that can be 
adjusted to help you see 
better and find the right 
corrective lens prescrip-
tion.

• Visual field: The doc-
tor will check peripheral 
vision by holding up a fin-
ger or an object and mov-

ing it gradually to the side 
of your face. Additional 
movements may include 
up and down. Some offices 
use a computer program to 
conduct this test.

• Automatic refrac-
tion: Visual acuity can be 
measured with this test, 
during which an autore-
fractor shines light into 
the eye and measures the 
eye’s response. It’s com-
monly used with children 
or adults who may strug-
gle to communicate what 
they’re seeing.

• Pupil function: The eye 
doctor will briefly shine a 
handheld light into each 
eye and then move the 
light away to watch how 
the pupils constrict and 
dilate.

• Slit lamp exam: This 
test involves a slit lamp, 
which is a type of micro-
scope that enables the eye 
doctor to see the eyes in 
close detail. 

• Tonometry measure-
ment: Glaucoma occurs 
when intraocular pressure 
is high. Some eye doctors 
will conduct tests to de-
termine the pressure. One 
way is with a non-contact 
tonometry test, which is 
a puff of air squirted at 
each eye. With applana-
tion tonometry, the doctor 
first administers a mild 
numbing agent to the eye, 
and then uses a pressure-
sensitive instrument to 
gently tap on the surface 
of the eye to get a pres-

sure reading. A rebound 
tonometry test requires 
a handheld device that 
makes brief contact to the 
eye and doesn’t require lo-
cal anesthesia.

• Pupil dilation: The 
eye doctor will administer 
eye drops that dilate the 
pupils, which enables a 
better view of the retina, 
optic nerve, cornea, and 
surrounding blood vessels 
during an ophthalmos-
copy.

• Special photography: 
The eye doctor may utilize 
specialized imaging equip-
ment that will take digital 
images of the eyes to diag-
nose various retinal, optic 
nerve and corneal condi-
tions.

Conservative group submits 200,000 
signatures for property tax cut measure

By CHASE 
WOODRUFF

Colorado Newsline
Two conservative groups 

backing a 2024 ballot mea-
sure to slash Colorado’s 
property tax rates say 
they’ve submitted nearly 
200,000 voter signatures 
in support of their initia-
tive to the secretary of 
state’s office.

That total far exceeds 
the minimum threshold of 
124,238 valid signatures 
required for Proposed Ini-
tiative 108, backed by Ad-
vance Colorado and Colo-
rado Concern, to qualify 
for the 2024 ballot, where 
it would join Proposed Ini-
tiative 50, a companion 
measure supported by the 
same groups. Initiative 
108 would cut property tax 
assessment rates begin-
ning next year, while Ini-
tiative 50 would cap their 
future growth at 4% annu-
ally.

A nonpartisan state fis-
cal analysis estimates that 
Initiative 108’s property 
tax cut would blow a $3 bil-
lion hole in state and local 
budgets beginning in 2025, 
a shortfall that would rise 
in subsequent years, es-
pecially if Initiative 50 is 
passed alongside it.

In a press release, Mi-
chael Fields, president of 
Advance Colorado, called 
the group’s proposals a 
“common-sense plan to cut 
and cap Colorado property 
taxes.”

“We can responsibly cut 
taxes back to near-2022 
levels, protect local ser-
vices, and cap future tax 
increases so these mas-
sive tax hikes can’t happen 
again,” Fields said.

Advance Colorado is a 
so-called dark money non-
profit that has spent mil-
lions in recent years to in-
fluence state elections but 
is not required to disclose 
its donors. Colorado Con-
cern is an influential busi-
ness group governed by a 
board of Colorado-based 
corporate executives.

At 0.55%, Colorado’s ef-
fective property tax rates 
were the third-lowest of 
any state in the nation in 
2021, according to data 
from the conservative-
leaning Tax Foundation. 
Since then, in response to 
a spike in home values, 
state lawmakers have cut 
assessment rates twice to 
drive the rate even lower, 
but Advance Colorado and 
Colorado Concern say it’s 
not enough.

If enough of the 200,000 
signatures the groups 
submitted Tuesday are 
deemed to be valid by the 
secretary of state’s verifi-
cation process, the mea-
sure will qualify for the 
November ballot. Initia-
tive 50, which as a consti-
tutional amendment must 
receive at least 55% of the 
vote to pass, was certified 
for the ballot last year.

City and county govern-
ments, school districts, fire 
districts and other local 
jurisdictions would be sub-
stantially impacted by the 
cut-and-cap plan. Three-
quarters of the $3 billion 
shortfall for local taxing 
districts would be reim-
bursed from the state’s 
general fund and other 

sources, but that would in 
turn reduce the amount of 
state funding available for 
higher education, Medic-
aid and other services.

Supporters of biparti-
san tax relief legislation 
passed by state lawmak-
ers in May warned of the 
consequences of Initia-
tives 108 and 50, which 

Scott Wasserman, former 
president of the Bell Policy 
Center, said would be “di-
sastrous.” State Sen. Bar-
bara Kirkmeyer, a Weld 
County Republican, said 
at the time that going any 
further with cuts to prop-
erty taxes would result in 
“seriously crippling the 
state’s budget.”


