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Chance of Afternoon 
Showers, Breezy 79/46

Wed: Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 82/46

Thurs: Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 84/50

MONTE VISTA — Monte 
Vista will be installing a new 
Little Free Library (LFL) at 10 
a.m. on Aug. 5 in the Terra 
Del Sol Subdivision. Come 
celebrate with books and 
ice cream. Sponsored by 
LOR Foundation and local 
citizens.

Adams State 
hosts free 

movie night
ALAMOSA — Bring your 

b lanke t s  an d c amp in g 
chairs and join the Adams 
State University community 
for a free movie night. The 
fun begins at 7:30 p.m. and 
the show, “Encanto,” will 
start at dusk, about 8 p.m., 
Friday, July 26, on the front 
lawn of Richardson Hall.

Joint service 
at Little 

Shepherd in 
the Hills

T h e  c o n g r e g a n t s  o f 
St .  Stephen the Mar t yr 
Episcopal Church, Monte 
Vista, will join those of 
Little Shepherd in the Hills, 
Crestone, for an outdoor 
service of Holy Eucharist at 
11 a.m. on Sunday, July 28. 
A potluck lunch will follow 
the service.

All are welcome to enjoy 
the fellowship of community 
and the sacredness of the 
Holy Eucharist in a beautiful 
outdoor setting. Note that 
there will be no service 
at St. Stephen’s on that 
day. Services resume the 
following Sunday at 10 a.m. 
at 3 rd and Washington 
streets in Monte Vista.

MV celebrates 
its newest 
Little Free 

Library

Enters General 
Election with $3.9 

million cash on 
hand

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
WOODY CREEK — In a 

press release sent out by the 
Adam Frisch campaign for 
Colorado’s 3rd Congressional 
District, it was announced that 
the campaign raised $1.62 mil-

lion with $3.9 million cash on 
hand in the second quarter of 
2024. 

The second quarter of the 
year ended on June 30.

According to the release, en-
tering the general election, the 
campaign has built critical in-
frastructure across the district 
to reach communities and con-
stituents directly. 

“I am grateful for all our 
supporters across the district 
who have helped make this 
possible. We are excited to 
continue traveling across the 

district meeting with voters. 
We hear the same frustrations 
regardless of who we are talk-
ing to – costs keep rising, fam-
ily budgets are getting tighter, 
and politicians in Washington 
don’t get it,” Frish said in a 
statement. “My unwavering fo-
cus is not on Team Democrat 
or Team Republican, but Team 
CD3.” 

This quarter’s average do-
nation was just over $30 from 
more than 52,000 individual 
donations. Frisch is the only 

Adam Frisch

Frisch raises over $1.6M in Q2

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA – The Ala-

mosa Live Music Asso-
ciation’s Sundays at Six 
summer concert series 
continues July 28 with 
the luscious folk and in-
die sounds of Xerephine 
Band, featuring Sage and 
Aera, from Crestone. The 
concert begins at 6 p.m. 
at Cole Park.

Hailing from the Unit-
ed Kingdom, but now 
located in Crestone, Xe-
rephine’s music carries 
Celtic undertones, and 
she plays in an array of 
styles from upbeat ambi-
ent dance with bass, to 
meditative soundscapes 
featuring her unique vo-

cal style, live harp and 
bodhran.

Activism, Catharsis and 
Liberation weave their 
way through her lyrical 
web and lie at the heart of 
many of her songs. She is 
also, on occasion, spotted 
in the woods portraying 
a storytelling fairy with 
her harp for children and 
adults alike.

Most recently she has 
been enjoying exploring 
a collaboration with the 
beautiful duo, Sage and 
Area (We Dream Dawn) 
and a live band.

Xerephine has co-
hosted musical based 
workshops and opened 

Courtesy photo
Xerephine Band, featuring Sage and Aera, from Crestone will be performing at the 
Alamosa Live Music Association’s Sundays at Six summer concert on July 28 in Cole 
Park in Alamosa.

Sundays at Six continues July 28 with Xerephine Band

Bailey Bishop rides 
her horse around 
the first barrel 
Saturday afternoon 
at the Pioneer Days 
Rodeo in Manassa. 
Bishop was the 
Open Barrel Racing 
champion with a 
time of 17.59 sec-
onds and received 
a new saddle. Also 
receiving saddles 
were Open Team 
Roping champions 
Colby Crowther 
and Kalob Lepp 
and Open Tie-Down 
Roping champion 
Travis Canty. Saddle 
sponsors were 
Crowther Ranches, 
Seal Cattle Ranch, 
and the El Pomar 
Foundation. Com-
plete rodeo results 
were not available 
prior to publication.

Photo by Brian Williams

Pioneer Days Rodeo winning run

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
DEL NORTE — Del Norte is 

gearing up for its annual Cov-
ered Wagon Days and the four-
day event is set to be a grand 
time for all.

Beginning on Thursday, 
Aug. 1, the town will be a great 
place to come for an afternoon 
of fun, farmers markets and 
music in the park. Kathy’s 
Fabric Trunk will be hosting 
the annual quilt show and the 
Rio Grande County Museum 

has opened an antique quilt 
and clothing show for all to en-
joy. The San Luis Valley quilt 
Guild will be selling their $10 
items to raise money for sever-
al charity projects for the com-
ing year.

The Town of Del Norte will 
be hosting its Thursday night 
Music in the Park and Mercado 
Del Norte will be set up in the 
Del Norte Town Park for an 
evening of live entertainment 
and fun for the entire family. 

Friday will feature the an-
nual Veteran’s Dinner at the 
High Valley Community Cen-
ter with proceeds going toward 
Veteran services and places 
like the Homelake Veteran’s 
center in Monte Vista. Tick-
ets for the dinner can be pur-
chased at the door.

Saturday will be a day 
packed full of fun beginning 
early in the morning with the 
Val Alto Pancake breakfast and 
followed by the Bees Knees 5K 

walk and run that takes par-
ticipants along trails in some 
of Del Norte’s beautiful back 
country. Whether looking to fill 
up on pancakes or participate 
in the 5K, both are at the High 
Valley Community Center.

By 7:30 a.m., people can also 
wander to the Del Norte Public 
Library’s annual Booksale. This 
event is a great place to come 
and stock up on books for the 
coming winter or even as a gift 

Covered Wagon Days just weeks away
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School Menu
Tuesday

July 23, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Smash Bowl

Roll
Fruit 
& Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Mini Doughnuts

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Smash Bowl
Roll

Fruit 
& Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Smash Bowl

Roll
Fruit 
& Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Eric Jay Valdez
San Luis resident Eric Jay Valdez was called home July 19, 2024. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa. 

Paul Albert Skinner
San Luis resident Paul Albert Skinner, 65, took his eternal rest on July 12, 

2024. Arrangements are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.

Anthony Eli Atencio, 
64, Manassas, Va., for-
merly from Antonito, 
went home to be with the 
Lord on May 30, 2024. 
He was born in Alamosa, 
Colo., on March 22, 1960. 

Anthony was so look-
ing forward to retirement 
and returning home to 
the San Luis Valley. He 
was a loving father and 
grandfather and would 
often brag about his fam-
ily.

He was a jokester who 
spent a lot of time laugh-
ing. He loved to fish, but 
mostly chose to spend his 
time with his family and 
friends. Anthony was a 
dedicated employee of 

Prospect Waterproofing 
for over 20 years.

Anthony is survived 
by his wife, Nancy; two 
sons, Joshua (Victoria) 
Atencio, Va., and Jona-
than  Atencio, Antonito; 
Mother of his children, 
AnnaRae Martinez, An-
tonito, two step-children, 
Theresa and Jason; two 

granddaughters, Areana 
(Avant) Ortega and Ja-
veryn Atencio; two grand-
sons, Jonathan and Kyle; 
and his siblings, David, 
Julian, Alex (Mary Jane), 
Gary (Bobbie Jo), Louella 
(Darren), and Veronica 
(Tony).

He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
Elias and Sevia Atencio, 
infant sister Luella and 
infant brother Gerald.

A rosary service will 
be held at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish, Cone-
jos, on Saturday, July 27, 
2024, at 10 a.m., with fu-
neral service immediately 
following. Interment will 
be held at a later date.

Anthony Eli Atencio
Kylee Janae Cisner-

os-Gomez, a beautiful, 
genuine, fun-loving soul, 
joined our Heavenly Fa-
ther on July 17, 2024. 
Born on Oct. 26, 2001, in 
Alamosa, Kylee’s life was 
a testament to the true 
spirit of joy.

She lived her life with 
purpose – and her pri-
mary purpose, for all 
who knew her, was to 
make people laugh. As 
the proud recipient of 
the Colorado Governor’s 
Citizenship Medal for 
Emerging Community 
Leader, she demonstrat-
ed her life of serving and 
helping others.

Although her time was 
short, she had a pro-
found impact on those 
who knew her. She lived 
and loved fiercely. Her 
crazy, fun-loving, car-
ing, and kooky person-
ality allowed her to eas-
ily make friends. She 

enjoyed spending time 
with family, dancing, us-
ing her creativity – but 
her greatest love was 
for reading – you would 
rarely see Kylee without 
a book nearby.

She is survived by her 
mother, Amanda Cisne-
ros (Jimmy); her father, 
Gary Gomez; her sib-
lings, Tony (Brae Lynn 
/ Zayleigh), Darius, Gia, 

Havy; her Grandmoth-
er, Frances Cisneros; 
her Grandfather, Albert 
(RoAnne) Gomez; her 
Auntie and Uncle, Sandy 
and Kory (Kaiden) Brag-
don; her uncle, Eli Vigil; 
her aunt, Sherry, and 
numerous other close 
family members.

She was preceded in 
death by her grandfa-
ther, Leroy Cisneros; her 
grandmother, Louise Go-
mez; her aunt, Dina Vig-
il; her uncle, Josh Gomez.

The family will be host-
ing a Celebration of Life 
at Antonito High School 
on Wednesday, July 24, 
2024, at 12 p.m. so you 
can pay tribute to her 
memory.

To leave online con-
dolences, please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.
com. The care pf arrange-
ments have been entrust-
ed to Romero Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.

Kylee Janae Cisneros-Gomez

Corey Don Fernandez, 
34, Alamosa, Colo., was 
taken from us, Wednes-
day, March 27, 2024. 

Corey was born Aug. 17, 
1989, in Alamosa, Colo., 
and was a lifelong resi-
dent. He worked various 
jobs though out his life 
and was always willing to 
lend a hand to friends and 
family when they needed 
help.

Corey faced many 
struggles throughout his 
life as we all do but he al-
ways pushed forward and 
never gave up. He will be 
remembered for his quiet, 
kind nature and strong 
will. He always showed 
up for people when it mat-
tered most!

He is survived by his 

mother Monica Apodaca, 
Alamosa; his maternal 
grandmother Sara Lee, 
Colorado Springs; sister, 
Toni Fernandez, Alamosa; 
nephews, Elijah Sierra, 
Urijah Sierra and Elias 
Sierra, Alamosa; mater-
nal aunts Juanita Apo-
daca, Alamosa, Julie Apo-
daca, Colorado Springs, 

cousins; Joseph Sandoval 
Jr., Alamosa, Judah San-
chez, Alamosa, Donovin 
Naverez, Damion Naverez 
and Jayda Laster.

He was preceded in 
death by his birth father 
Robert Fernandez, step-
dad Jimmy Lopez and 
grandpa Jim Lopez.

Services will be held at 
the Sacred Heart Church 
in Alamosa, Colo. Rosary, 
9:30 a.m., Mass at 10, 
burial at Alamosa Cem-
etery, followed by lunch at 
the Sacred Heart Parish 
Hall.

To leave online con-
dolences, please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.com. 
Romero Funeral Home of 
Alamosa is in care of the 
arrangements. 

Corey Don Fernandez

Ronny Dean Freel, also 
known as Ron, Rod, and 
Hot Rod (as a young kid) 
passed away at his home 
in Belen, N.M., on April 
30, 2024, at the age of 70.  
He was born in Alamosa, 
Colo., on May 9, 1953, to 
Harold (Pont) and Win-
ifred Maxine (Feenie) 
Freel.  

Ron was a proud father 
of two daughters, Tandy 
Freel (Todd Burt) of San-
dia Park, N.M., and Blair 
(Brian) Lopez of Albuquer-
que, N.M., and especially 
proud of his two grand-
sons, Joseph and Alex Lo-
pez of Albuquerque, N.M.

Ron graduated as vale-
dictorian from Moffat 
High School where he 
enjoyed playing basket-
ball.  He also rode rough 
stock and bulldogged at 
high school rodeos.  Out-
side of school, he worked 
at the family ranch driv-
ing heavy equipment and 
tractors, a love he never 
outgrew. 

In 1974, Ron and his 
wife, Lynette, moved to 
Bloomfield, N.M.  Ron 
worked at a gravel query 
and Plateau Inc. before 

joining Giant Industries 
as a crude oil truck driv-
er.  Ron worked for Giant/
Western Refining for over 
20 years where he man-
aged a fleet of crude trucks 
along with personnel and 
always loved to work and 
drive the big rigs.  Ron was 
also an outdoorsman who 
loved fishing and hunting 
big game in Colorado and 
New Mexico.  

In retirement, Ron lived 
on an 8-acre farm that he 
cared for with much pas-
sion.  He tinkered with 
tractors, raised hay, cared 
for livestock, and main-
tained a great group of 
friends.  He especially 
loved his “four-legged 
kids” that accompanied 
him during work and play, 
they were always by his 
side. 

Ron was preceded in 

death by his parents Har-
old L. and Winifred M. 
Freel, his two brothers, 
Terry (Ted) Freel and Rob-
ert (Bob) Freel, his broth-
er-in-law, David (Dave) 
Stagner, and his “forever 
brother-in-law”, Robbie 
Clark.

Ron is survived by two 
daughters, two grand-
sons, his sister, Linda 
Stagner of Moffat, Colo., 
and two sister-in-law, 
Bonnie Buzard of Tucson, 
Ariz., and Kathy Freel of 
Moffat, Colo.  Ron is also 
survived by his neph-
ews, Pete (Lynn) Stagner, 
Brady (Kelly) Stagner, 
Scott (Judy) Freel, Dar-
rel (Kim) Freel, and Klint 
(Dana) Stagner, nieces, 
Amy Freel, Robbie Kay 
(Jay) Bertelsen, and Tina 
(Bill) Eastman, and sever-
al great-nieces and -neph-
ews.  

A grave side memo-
rial service will be held on 
Aug. 3, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Rito Alto Cemetery, 
County Road X, Moffat, 
Colo., with lunch to follow.  
In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
Rito Alto Cemetery.

Ronny Dean Freel

Alamos Police Depart-
ment report for July 7 to 
July 16, 2024

Griselda Tome Lagos, 
45, of Alamosa was cited 
for cruelty to animals.

Joseph Kelly, 49, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
unlawful possession of 
controlled substance.

Cody Gonzlez, 19, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over.

Pablo Loya, 35, of Ala-
mosa was cited for speed-
ing 10-19 over.

Ronnie Pacheco, 36, of 
Monte Vista was cited for 
theft under $300.

Nicole Martinez, 36, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
changing lanes when un-
safe.

Isaac Vasquez, 23, 
of Blanca was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over, 
driving under restraint.

Benjamin Tomas-Lira, 
19, of Alamosa was cited 
for DU-alcohol, speeding 
1-4 over, failed to yield 
ROW to emergency ve-
hicle.

Robert Silva, 22, of La 
Jara was cited for DUI-
alcohol, weaving, DUI 
per se.

Tonya Owsley, 57, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 5-9 over.

Courtney Comardelle, 
44, of Castle Rock was 
cited for speeding 10-19 
over, pedestrian safety 
zone.

Amy Menges, 42, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over.

Dale Gonzales, 59, of 
La Jara was cited for 
speeding 10-19 over.

Jacquelynn De-Haan, 
29, of Salem, Massachu-
setts was cited for speed-
ing 5-9 over.

Jacob Herrera, 28, of 
Burlington was cited for 
speeding 5-9 over, pedes-
trian safety zone.

Benjamin Quinone-
Hernandez, 65, of Monte 
Vista was cited for fail-
ing to obey traffic signal, 
uninsured vehicle.

Devon Ramirez, 18, of 
Alamosa was cited for do-
mestic violence, harass-

ment, false imprison-
ment, 3rd degree assault.

David Vialpando, 34, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
violation of restraining 
order.

Avelino Juan-Pedro, 
23, of Alamosa was cited 
for 2nd degree burglary, 
theft under $300.

Juan Meza, 33, of Mon-
te Vista was cited for un-
lawful possession of con-
trolled substance.

Karina Escarega Cas-
tillo, 36, of Brighton was 
cited for uninsured vehi-
cle, speeding 10-19 over.

Daniel Gilmore, 38, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
DUI-alcohol, uninsured 
vehicle failed to drive in 
designated lane.

Anthony Quintana, 43, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
camper parked on street 
over 72 hours, parking 
more than 12: off curb, 
unauthorized camping 
on public property.

Gary Sisneros, 43, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
unauthorized camping 
on public property.

Mackenzie Faucette, 
22, of La Jara was cited 
for failing to yield ROW 
when proceeding from 
stop sign.

Jeffrey Mora, 47, of 
North Las Vegas was cit-
ed for failure to use turn 
signals, drivers vision 
obstructed, uninsured 
vehicle, driving under 
restraint-habitual.

Donnie Turner, 69, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
harassment.

Jonathan Granillo, 27, 
of Mosca was cited for 
false imprisonment, do-
mestic violence.

Alicia Jiron, 29, of Ala-
mosa was cited for theft 
under $300.

Nakia Pettis, 22, of Al-
amosa was cited for 3rd 
degree assault.

Amberlee Lopez, 29, 
of Antonito was cited for 
theft under $300, unlaw-
ful possession of con-
trolled substance x2.

Roger Lauro, 28, of Al-
amosa was cited for theft 
under $300.

Lindsey Sisneros, 34, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
theft under $300.

Priscilla Medina, 49, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
3rd degree assault.

Orlando Medina, 35, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
theft $300-$999, obstruc-
tion, theft under $300.

Raymond Rivera, 28, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
unlawful possession of 
controlled substance.

Gary Dugas, 36, of Ala-
mosa was cited for ve-
hicle had defective stop 
lights, driving under re-
straint, fictitious plate, 
uninsured vehicle.

Nathan Gibson, 38, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
off-highway vehicles, 
ATVs on public roadway.

Tamara Riedl, 66, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
uninsured vehicle.

Elizabeth Dodds, 39, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
dog at large, license re-
quired.

Deven Brady, 18, of 
Antonito was cited for 
speeding 5-9 over.

Frank Marksberry, 64, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
careless driving causing 
bodily injury.

Jay Wahrenburg, 83, 
of Creede was cited for 
careless driving.
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candidate in the race 
who has never and is 
not taking any corpo-
rate PAC money. 

“This is in stark con-
trast to his opponent, 
Jeff Hurd, who is fi-
nanced and influenced 
by special interests and 
corporate PACs,” the 
announcement read. 
“Hurd’s average dona-
tion was more than 
$1,000.”

According to the 
FEC, Hurd had raised 
$1,205,000 as of June 
30. Hurd did not win 
the primary to run as 
the Republican candi-
date for CD3 until June 
28, just two days prior 
to the cut off for report-
ing fundraising activi-
ties.

The Valley Courier 

reached out to the Hurd 
campaign to confirm 
that number, which 
they did. No informa-
tion about fundraising 
in July or August was 
offered.

Since the election in 
2022, when Frisch – 
then a political newcom-
er – came within 550 
votes of unseating Lau-
ren Boebert, he had set 
his sights on a second 
contest with the Repub-
lican firebrand, raising 
funds that far outpaced 
what would be expected 
in a rural congressional 
district. 

At the beginning of 
2024, Boebert shocked 
everyone when she an-
nounced that she would 
be leaving the 3rd Con-
gressional District to 
run in the 4th Congres-
sional District, follow-
ing the resignation of 
Rep. Ken Buck from of-

fice. 
The 4th Congressional 

District is considered a 
Republican stronghold 
in the state. 

At that time, Hurd, 
who has been charac-
terized as a more mod-
erate Republican, had 
already announced 
his intention to take 
on Boebert in the pri-
mary. With her exit to 
another district, Hurd, 
favored by some of 
the most recognizable 
names in state Republi-
can politics, emerged as 
the likely candidate to 
win the primary, which 
he did, handily beating 
Ron Hanks, who came 
in second. 

New fundraising num-
bers in either campaign 
will not be released un-
til the end of the next 
quarter, which happens 
on the last day of Sep-
tember.

for or collaborated with 
members of Elephant 
Revival, Ayla Nereo, Ris-
ing Appalachia, Michael 
Travis (String Cheese), 
Marya Stark, OTT, Phu-
tureprimitive, Libera-
tion Movement, Octopus 
Nebula, The Luminaries 
and Lunar Fire amongst 
many others. She has 
been gigging around the 
U.S. for over a decade, 
and has toured Europe, 
Russia, Iceland, the U.K 
and Ireland.

She teaches workshops 
at various events includ-
ing an insightful dive 
into Archetypes and Fai-
rytales and an Intro to 
Ableton Live. She also co-
facilitates nature-based 
retreats in her beautiful 
home in Crestone. For 
more information, visit 
online xerephine.com.

The show will be 
livestreaming on ALMA’s 

Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/al-
malivemusic.

Tacos Martinez and 
Frosty Acres Rolled Ice 
Cream food trucks will 
be on site at each concert 
this summer. 

ALMA is again part-
nering with RSVP (Re-
tired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program) of 
Alamosa County and the 
Food Bank Network of 
San Luis Valley by hav-
ing a food drive at each 
Sundays at Six concert 
this summer, to benefit 
the Alamosa Food Pan-
try. All are invited to 
contribute a non-perish-
able item or two for this 
food drive. Look for the 
receptacles under the 
ALMA tent at each con-
cert. Some ideas of much-
needed items include 
canned meat (tuna and 
chicken), peanut butter 
and other nut butters, 
low-sodium canned veg-
gies and beans, healthy 
snacks (low-sugar gra-

nola bars, dried fruit, 
etc.), gluten free items, 
healthy canned or boxed 
meals (chili, etc.), shelf-
stable milk and milk al-
ternatives. 

Sundays at Six 2024 is 
generously sponsored by 
Alamosa Building Sup-
ply, Alamosa Home, Ala-
mosa State Bank, Bank 
Shot Sports Bar, Blanca 
Peak Dental Center, City 
of Alamosa, Colorado 
Trust, Comfort Inn & 
Suites of Alamosa, Com-
munity Banks of Colora-
do, Crestone Eagle, First 
Southwest Bank, Ken-
neth King Foundation, 
KRZA, Laura Jane Muss-
er Foundation, North Riv-
er Greenhouse, RG Bank, 
SLV Federal Bank, SLV 
Health, SLV REC/Ciello, 
Sports Print Plus, Stef-
fens Quality Plumbing 
and Heating, Valley Cou-
rier, Valley-Wide Health 
Systems, Visit Alamosa, 
Wall, Smith, Bateman, 
and Xcel Energy Founda-
tion.

for the bookworms out 
there! All proceeds from 
this event go towards the 
library.

The annual Covered 
Wagon Days parade 
kicks off at 10 a.m. along 
Grande Avenue which 
will be closed this year 
from 10 a.m. until noon. 

This year’s theme is 
“The good, the bad and 
the ugly” which should 
bring out the true old 
west side of Del Norte.

Following the parade 
is the annual Ice Cream 
Social at the Rio Grande 
County Museum and 
the barbecue lunch fun-
draiser at the Del Norte 
Fire Department.

Saturday afternoon 
brings people to the 

Del Norte Town Park 
where there will be 
vendors, a car show 
and something for ev-
eryone to enjoy. Sun-
day morning is the an-
nual fly-in breakfast at 
the Kent Rominger Air-
port and church in the 
Town Park followed by 
a barbecue lunch.

For a full schedule of 
events, visit www.cov-
eredwagondays.com.

File photo
Covered Wagon Days in Del Norte is only weeks away.

Strong support for Harris among Colorado delegates
By QUENTIN YOUNG

Colorado Newsline
Democratic delegates 

in Colorado began to 
show strong support for 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris as the party’s 
nominee for president 
almost immediately af-
ter President Joe Biden 
announced Sunday he 
would not seek reelec-
tion.

One of those delegates, 
state Rep. Leslie Herod 

of Denver, was Colorado 
co-chair of Harris’ 2020 
campaign.

“I will be supporting 
Kamala Harris as our 
next president,” Herod 
told Newsline on Sun-
day, adding that she 
has seen Harris’ leader-
ship qualities up close. 
“She really is commit-
ted to not only our coun-
try, but the people in it 
… She’s not an isolated 
leader. She is one that 

leads with the people 
and alongside of them.”

Delegates of the 
Democratic Party are 
scheduled to vote for a 
presidential candidate 
during a virtual roll call 
in early August, a pro-
cess that had been es-
tablished before Biden 
dropped out of the race. 
In exiting the race, 
Biden endorsed Harris 
to replace him on the 
presidential ticket. Oth-

er people who have been 
mentioned as possible 
Democratic presidential 
nominees include Michi-
gan Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer, Pennsylvania Gov. 
Josh Shapiro, Transpor-
tation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg, Kentucky 
Gov. Andy Beshear and 
California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. Some com-
mentators also cite Col-
orado Gov. Jared Polis, 
who endorsed Harris, as 
a contender.

Democratic delegate 
Jeri Shepherd said she 
signed a letter of sup-
port for Harris that’s 
circulating among Dem-
ocratic delegates from 
around the country. On 
a version of the letter 
that she shared with 
Newsline, other Colora-
do delegates who signed 
include former state 
Rep. Joe Salazar and 
Howard Chou. 

Salazar, a Demo-
cratic delegate who 
had previously called 
on Biden to exit the 
race, told Newsline he 
endorses Harris as the 
presidential candidate. 
He said members of 
the Democratic state 
central committee met 
Sunday afternoon. The 
members generally ex-
pressed “strong sup-
port” for Harris as the 
nominee, and no mem-
bers expressed support 
for any other nominee, 
Salazar said.

U.S. Rep. Joe Neguse, 
the assistant Democrat-
ic leader in the House 
of Representatives, also 
announced support for 
Harris.

“Vice-President @Ka-
malaHarris is a dedicat-
ed public servant and 
trailblazer who has de-
livered real progress for 
the people of our coun-
try,” Neguse said in a 

post on X, with a photo 
of him posing with Har-
ris. “I couldn’t be more 
excited to endorse & 
support her campaign 
for President of the 
United States.”

A spokesperson from 
U.S. Brittany Pettersen 
told Newsline that Pet-
tersen is endorsing Har-
ris.

Other members of 
Congress from Colora-
do who threw support 
behind Harris include 
Reps. Diana DeGette of 
Denver, Jason Crow of 
Centennial and Yadira 
Caraveo of Thornton, 
and U.S. Sens. Michael 
Bennet and John Hick-
enlooper.

Secretary of State 
Jena Griswold also de-
clared support for Har-
ris in an X post.

“I am proud to support 
@KamalaHarris, a tre-
mendous leader who is 
ready to serve this coun-
try as the next President 
of the United States,” 
Griswold, a Democratic 
delegate, wrote.

Democratic delegate 
Wanda James, a Uni-
versity of Colorado re-
gent, signaled her sup-
port for Harris in a post 
on X.

State Rep. Meg Fro-
elich of Greenwood Vil-
lage, also a delegate, 
told Newsline she sup-
ports Harris, and she 
confirmed that the Dem-
ocratic central commit-
tee meeting Sunday was 
characterized by strong 
support for Harris, and 
no members expressed 
support for an alterna-
tive.

“I’ve long wanted, and 
felt it was overdue to 
have, a woman presi-
dent,” Froelich said. 
“But I also think that 
this is a natural pro-
gression.

She said develop-
ments Sunday were a 
“shot of adrenaline” for 
the process of putting a 
Democratic nominee up 
against the Republican 
nominee, former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

“My phone has just 
been blowing up with 
excitement,” Froelich 
said. “You couldn’t have 
two more different sets 
of values, so I think this 
moment today is part of 
that context, where peo-
ple are really feeling so 
much is on the line. The 
stakes are so clear.”

She added, “We were 
already feeling our guy 
was the better choice. 
This takes it to another 
level.”

Herod said she had 
long supported Biden.

“I’ve always appreci-
ated Biden for stepping 
up and putting a Black 
woman on the ticket 
with him, and running 
this country with her 
at the helm alongside of 
him,” she said.

She said that when 
she worked on the Har-
ris campaign she got to 
know her personally, 
and that experience con-
tributed to her support 
for Harris’ candidacy for 
president.

“I’ve always seen her 
as someone I’ve vastly 
respected, but mostly I 
held very dear the pri-
vate conversations that 
I’ve had with her that 
have helped me to be the 
leader that I am today,” 
Herod said. “I have been 
able to receive her wis-
dom on multiple occa-
sions right here in Colo-
rado, while I’ve fought 
for various bills across 
the state … I very much 
have valued that kind 
of personal touch she 
brings to everything 
that she does.”

CONTRIBUTED
CREEDE — Join in 

the fun and support Min-
eral County Search and 
Rescue. The 39th annual 
Snowshoe Shuffle 5K run 
and walk will be held at 9 
a.m. on Aug. 3.

Resgistration will start 
at 8 a.m. The race will 
begin at Basham Park in 
downtown Creede. Run-
ners will start at 9 a.m. 
and walkers will start 
at 9:02 a.m. Awards are 
given to both runners and 
walkers in each age divi-
sion — and there are a lot 
of age groups.

“This race is for all 
abilities, ages, and sizes. 
Make this race as fun or 
challenging as you like. 
Runners, walkers, and 
baby strollers are wel-
comed as this is a fun 

Courtesy photo
Snowshoe Shuffle participants ready for the start of the 5K run and walk.

Annual Snowshoe Shuffle on Aug. 3
family event,” organizers 
stated.

All entrants will receive 
a long-sleeved tech T-
shirt celebrating the dark 
skies of Colorado.

Stay after the race for 
medals for the top three 
male and female runners 
and top three male and 
female walkers. There 
will also be ribbons for 
the top three finishers 
of each age and gender 
group for both the run 
and walk. The age groups 
are: 6 and under, 7-8, 
9-10, 11-12, 13-15, 16-19, 
20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-
39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 
55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-
74, 75-79, 80-84, 85-89, 
90 plus. While waiting for 
awards people can enjoy 
delicious cookies donated 
by Bristol Head Bakery, 

fruit, and water. 
“We look forward to 

seeing you at this year’s 
event as we help support 

those who help us by vol-
unteering their time to 
serve the Mineral County 
Search and Rescue,” or-

ganizers stated.
If you want to be in-

volved by don’t want to 
walk or run, come help 

support the racers. For 
more information, con-
tact Deb Haverfield at 
719-850-7777.
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(METRO) – John Den-
ver sang about “leavin’ 
on a jet plane,” inspir-
ing many to take a flight 
to parts known and un-
known. Millions of people 
travel to and from the 
country every year, with 
TravelPerk estimating 
the market size of the 
United States tourism 
sector at $798.81 billion 
in July 2023. Tourism 
took a hit during the glob-
al pandemic, but travel-
ing has since rebounded 
in a big way.

With so many people 
taking to the roads, rails 
and skies, shoppers can 
customize their gift lists 
when shopping for peo-
ple who have caught the 
travel bug. Below are sev-
eral gifts for those with 
wanderlust.

• Portable Bluetooth 
speaker: Music can make 
the journey more inter-
esting and create a wel-
coming ambiance upon 
arrival. People who don’t 
want to leave home with-
out their favorite tunes 
often have curated play-
lists on popular music 
streaming services. While 
earbuds are a go-to for 

personal listening, a por-
table speaker can pro-
vide impressive sound to 
share songs with friends 
when relaxing by the pool 
or traversing trails.

• Ergonomic neck pil-
low: Getting some rest 
and being comfortable 
while traveling is key. 
Ergonomic neck pillows 
keep the neck and head 
in a comfortable position 
when sitting upright dur-
ing long flights or rides. 

• High-quality pass-
port cover: Consider a 
passport travel cover that 
is personalized with a 
graphic, name or mono-
gram. A cover can protect 
the passport and keep 
other travel documents 
orderly while adding a 
layer of elegance to trav-
el.

• Compression packing 
bags or cubes: Travelers 
want to ensure they can 
bring all their gear when 
getting away, but some-
times suitcase space can 
come at a premium. Com-
pression products work 
like a vacuum sealer, re-
moving air to reduce the 
space that items take up. 

• Travel adapter: Inter-

national travel requires 
contending with different 
power outlets. In order 
to use electronic equip-
ment brought from home, 
travelers will require the 
right adapter. Look for 
ones with multiple ports.

• Travel pouch or mon-
ey belt: Keeping valu-
ables out of the hands of 
pickpockets means being 
savvy about safe storage. 
Travel pouches and mon-
ey belts are designed to 
be discrete, and some can 
be hidden in waistbands 
or under clothing to pro-
tect valuables.

• Travel journal: Jour-
nals allow travelers to 
capture memories along 
the way, with space to 
jot down experiences and 
add photos. It can make 
for a cherished keepsake 
in the future.

• New luggage: Every 
traveler needs a durable 
piece of luggage or two 
when the desire to see the 
world strikes. A rolling, 
vibrantly colored carry-
on ensures the luggage is 
easily spotted and gives 
travelers the option to 
skip baggage check and 
bring it right on board.

By CHASE 
WOODRUFF

Colorado Newsline
The Colorado Energy 

Office and the Denver Re-
gional Council of Govern-
ments will receive a total 
of $328 million in new 
grant funding to support 
the state’s efforts to speed 
up the clean energy tran-
sition.

The funding, set to be 
announced Monday by 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, comes 
from a pot of $5 billion to 
be doled out by the agen-
cy as part of the Inflation 
Reduction Act, Demo-
crats’ landmark 2022 cli-
mate law.

The two awards under 
the EPA’s Climate Pollu-
tion Reduction Grant pro-
gram allocate $129 mil-
lion to fund the Colorado 
Energy Office’s launch 
of a “Colorado decarbon-
ization accelerator,” and 
$199 million towards a 
plan by DRCOG to sup-
port building electrifica-
tion and the adoption of 
zero-emission building 
codes in the nine-county 

metro region.
“This substantial fund-

ing is a major advance-
ment in the bold action we 
must take to combat the 
climate crisis effectively,” 
U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette, 
a Denver Democrat, said 
in a statement. “The In-
flation Reduction Act in-
cludes some of the most 
significant climate action 
in our history, and I am 
proud to have voted for 
this landmark law. With 
this funding, Denver can 
take a significant step 
towards reducing pollu-
tion, combating climate 
change, and securing a 
healthier environment 
for future generations.”

DRCOG, a planning or-
ganization governed by 
representatives from doz-
ens of Denver-area city 
and county governments, 
was previously awarded a 
$1 million planning grant 
under the same EPA pro-
gram. The agency’s Prior-
ity Climate Action Plan, 
released in March, out-
lined a range of proposed 
measures to cut green-
house gas emissions from 

buildings, from electrifica-
tion incentives for large 
commercial and multifam-
ily properties to free home 
weatherization services for 
low-income residents.

The DRCOG project 
also aims to support work-
force training, “generate 
well-paying jobs through-
out the supply chain and 
drive innovation in the 
construction industry 
within our state,” accord-
ing to a March 2024 let-
ter in support of the pro-
posal from DeGette and 
Rep. Brittany Pettersen 
of Lakewood.

The grants announced 
Monday rank among the 
largest single awards to 
Colorado state and local 
agencies to date under 
the IRA, which included 
a total of $369 billion in 
federal funding and con-
sumer incentives to sup-
port clean energy adop-
tion. Earlier this year, 
the Colorado Energy Of-
fice received $156 million 
in funding from the EPA 
to support rooftop solar 
installations and commu-
nity solar programs.

Colorado awarded 
$328 million in IRA 

climate funding grants

METRO photo
Travel enthusiasts can appreciate gifts that cater to their desire to get away from home.

Great gifts for globetrotters
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(METRO) – Board games 
remain timeless, despite the 
popularity of video games 
and mobile gaming. Ask 
any person about a favorite 
game they may have played, 
and it’s likely some tradi-
tional board games will be at 
or near the top of the list.

Some may be interested 
to find out which games 
were the most popular the 
year they were born or 
garnered their fair share 
of devotees during their 
childhood. Here’s a look at 
popular games through-
out the seventies, eighties 
and nineties, courtesy of 
researchers with Popular 
Mechanics. 

• 1974: Connect Four 
combined the strategies of 
Tic Tac Toe and checkers 
into this strategic game.

• 1975: Pay Day involved 
getting through a calendar 
month paying bills and 
other expenses. It’s basi-
cally balancing the budget 
in game form.

• 1976: Whosit? had play-
ers trying to guess their op-
ponent’s secret identity.

• 1977: Electronic Bat-
tleship added noises to the 
regular game of trying to 
sink battleships to make 
play more exciting.

• 1978: Simon required 
players to improve their 
pace in this heart-racing 
memory game.

• 1979: Guess Who was 
another game of figuring 
out a person’s identity by 
asking questions.

• 1980: Can’t Stop had 
players rolling pairs to see 
how long their luck would 
last.

• 1981: Trivial Pursuit 
became the most well-

known of trivia games.
• 1982: Sequence com-

bined a card game with a 
board game and included 
up to 12 players for big 
game nights.

• 1983: Topple asked 
players to stack colored 
pieces high on the board 
without having the tower 
topple.

• 1984: Balderdash was 
all about having players 
bluff their way through def-
initions of words and more.

• 1985: Pictionary re-
quired players to channel 
their inner artists to draw 
the words on the cards so 
teammates could guess.

• 1986: Fireball Island 
involved moving around 
the board to retrieve a gi-
ant ruby from the top of a 
mountain.

• 1987: Jenga was an-
other stacking game but 
instead of piling pieces on 
top, it involved removing 
pieces without toppling the 
tower.

• 1988: Mall Madness 
came out during the height 
of the shopping mall boom. 
Players used a credit card 
to buy everything on their 
shopping lists.

• 1989: Taboo forced 
players to try to describe 
the word on the card with-
out using the forbidden 
words listed below.

• 1990: Crocodile Dentist 
required players try to pull 
out crocodile teeth without 
triggering the jaws to snap 
shut.

• 1991: Atmosfear in-
corporated an interactive 
component through use of 
a VHS tape. The Gatekeep-
er popped up on screen to 
keep the game unexpected.

• 1992: Terrace appeared 
as a prop on “Star Trek: 
The Next Generation” and 
then gained popularity in 
real life.

• 1993: 13 Dead End 
Drive required players 
to escape from a booby-
trapped house.

• 1994: Pylos involved 
being the player to place 
the last marble at the top of 
the pyramid.

Those wondering about 
the most popular game 
in 2023 may want to pick 
up Hegemony: Lead Your 
Class to Victory. Hegemo-
ny is centered on various 
“classes” of people and how 
to make alliances and polit-
ical maneuvers to advance.

METRO photo

Popular board games through the years

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY – During a work 
session on July 10, Rio 
Grande County Board of 
Commissioners discussed 
Senate Bill 24-131 which 
prohibits carrying fire-
arms in sensitive spaces.

According to the descrip-
tion of the bill, “The act 
prohibits a person from 
knowingly carrying a 
firearm, both openly and 
concealed, in the follow-
ing government buildings, 
including their adjacent 
parking areas:

State legislative build-
ings, including buildings at 
which the offices of elected 
members are located;

A building of a local gov-
ernment’s governing body, 
including buildings at 
which the offices of elected 
members or the chief ex-
ecutive officer of a local 
government are located 
(local government build-
ings); and

A courthouse or other 
building used for court 
proceedings.”

The county already has 
a policy in place prohibit-
ing the carrying of fire-
arms, concealed or openly 
in most government facili-
ties which include the 12th 
Judicial Court, the Rio 
Grande County Admin-
istration building, where 
both the court and admin-
istration resides and the 
Rio Grande County Annex 
building and county clerk’s 
office. 

The purpose of the dis-
cussion was to limit the 
prohibition of firearms to 
these areas and to reject 
the portion of the bill that 
includes the campus and 
adjacent parking areas 
as well as other county 
properties including the 
Kent Rominger Airport, 
the Rio Grande County 
Weed District offices and 
the Rio Grande County 
Museum.

Rio Grande County At-
torney Nancy Lake was the 
first to speak on the topic, 

stating that it was in the 
best interest of the county 
to consider creating a reso-
lution that says the county 
would allow firearms in 
the adjacent parking areas 
to encourage people carry-
ing firearms to leave them 
safely locked in their ve-
hicles when coming to the 
county to conduct business 
or attend court.

The 12th Judicial Dis-
trict also sent a letter stat-
ing the same, and pointing 
out that firearms were al-
ready strictly banned from 
the court rooms located on 
the third floor of the coun-
ty building. Rio Grande 
County Sherrif Ann Rob-
inson and her team of law 
enforcement voiced the 
same sentiment, stating 
that they would prefer to 
allow the public to have a 
place to store the vehicles 
away from county facilities 
while still respecting the 
right to carry.

As far as the other fa-
cilities up for discussion 
that are located away from 
the main county campus, 
commissioners opened the 
floor to hear from both de-
partment heads and elect-
ed officials. Rio Grande 
County Clerk Cindy Hill 
voiced that firearms would 
remain prohibited in her 
offices and the county an-
nex building. 

Rio Grande County 
Emergency Manager and 
Airport Manager Brian 
Burrell said he had pilots 
that came to the airport 
who carried and those who 
fly in for hunting seasons.

“It just wouldn’t make 
sense to prohibit firearms 
at the airport for these rea-
sons,” he said.

It was also discussed 
that the Rio Grande Coun-
ty Museum was a public 
place where the open or 
concealed carry of a fire-
arm should be allowed.

Commissioners will con-
sider all the discussion 
before making a final deci-
sion during an upcoming 
regularly scheduled public 
meeting. 

RGC commissioners have 
work session on SB 24-131
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A record number of 476 runners and walkers finished the Manassa Pioneer Days 5k 
on Saturday in the 47-year history of the event.

Manassa 5k sees 
record participation

STAFF REPORT
MANASSA– An all-time high 

of 535 participants registered 
for the annual Manassa Pioneer 
Days 5k walk-run with a second 
record of 476 recorded as finish-
ers Saturday in the 47-year his-
tory of the family-oriented event, 
according to longtime race orga-
nizer Ed Creery. He also estimat-
ed close to 3,000 spectators there 
to witness the race finish.

Alamosa native Pat Melgares, 
official timer as “lets go run”, said 
his race data base indicated that 
registrants came from 13 states 
and 89 United States cities.

Isaac Higareda of Alamosa 
was the top overall finisher in 
16:53.5 with Alliyah Molina of 
Alamosa topping the female field 
in 18:40.2.

Final results were as follows:
Male Age Groups
5 and Under -- 1, Gus King, 

47:51.7;  2, Nash Nelson, 55:47.6. 
6 to  8 -- 1, Conlee Polkowske, 

27:47.5;  2, Danilo Palmer, 
30:28.8;  3, Asa Norton, 33:30.2;  
4, Leif Sego, 33:39.5;  5, Connor 
Lane, 35:42.7;  6, Jacob Poul-
son, 37:33.4;  7, Knox Nelson, 
41:27.3;  8, Liam Norris, 42:03.4;  
9, Björn Sego, 45:57.4;  10, Oli-
ver Horton, 50:49.7;  11, Owen 
George, 50:49.8;  12, Seth Charl-
ton, 53:15.5;  13, Levi Johnson, 
55:56.3;  14, Frankie Salazar, 
57:37.2.

9 to 12 -- 1, Greyson Romero, 
20:35.8;  2, Cole Edelen, 21:47.0;  
3, Cade Gonzalez, 23:07.1;  4, 
Luke Sorensen, 24:09.1;  5, Tyce 
Sowards, 25:51.1;  6, Wyatt 
Bush, 26:04.4;  7, Weston Dikes, 
26:07.8;  8, Jackson Gilchrist, 
26:38.9;  9, Miles Rammell, 
26:58.9;  10, Kasyn Polkowske, 
27:48.8;  11, Blayzen Sowards, 
28:02.0;  12, Wesley Poulson, 
28:06.3;  13, Ty Smith, 30:03.2;  
14, Liam Johnson, 30:07.7;  15, 
Everett No Last Name, 30:32.5;  
16, Sneezy White, 30:46.5;  17, 
Anders McDaniel, 30:50.3;  18, 
Emmett Bush, 31:05.6;  19, Cam 
Coleman, 32:00.0;  20, Mark 
Bush, 32:20.3;  21, Hagen No Last 
Name, 34:01.2;  22, Logan Lane, 
34:18.9;  23, Bentley Munson, 
34:43.9;  24, Brandon Sandoval, 
34:52.7;  25, Doc White, 34:55.3;  
26, Hunter Bush, 34:56.1;  27, 
Wyatt Miller, 35:03.0;  28, Mitch-
ell Romero, 38:39.4;  29, Trent 
Brady, 39:27.5;  30, Kellan Tay-
lor, 39:43.3;  31, Aidan Gibson, 
50:18.2;  32, Taylor McCutcheon, 
51:25.1;  33, Helam Johnson, 
55:51.8;  34, Alexander No Last 
Name, 56:41.7;  35, Lane Smith, 
57:41.5.  

13 to 15 -- 1, Lincoln Bagwell, 
20:27.1;  2, Blake Miller, 22:09.8;  
3, Ian McDaniel, 22:22.0;  4, 
Ethan Martinez, 22:29.9;  5, Ev-
erett No Last Name, 22:57.0;  6, 
Kobe Abe, 23:05.9;  7, Huntley 
Duran, 23:53.6;  8, Rhett Tay-
lor, 24:15.4;  9, Kade McDan-
iel, 24:26.5;  10, Jacob Passey, 
24:35.9;  11, Simon Hageman, 
25:22.8;  12, Cale Snyder, 25:43.1;  
13, Max Rammell, 27:26.1;  14, 
Caleb Charlton, 27:28.3;  15, Ma-
teo Pacheco, 27:40.7;  16, Derick 
Sandoval, 27:57.7;  17, Robert 
Bush, 28:00.6;  18, Hunter Hor-
ton, 30:34.9;  19, Tavin Sowards, 
30:48.6;  20, Samuel Malouff, 
31:26.5;  21, Wheeler Larson, 
31:53.2;  22, Joey Torres, 32:29.5;  
23, Cody Miller, 33:38.3;  24, 
Nicholas No Last Name, 34:02.1;  
25, Kade Mortensen, 34:17.6;  26, 
Ramon Chavira, 35:39.5;  27, Ste-
ven J. Velasquez, 36:14.7;  28, 
Alec Jacquez, 36:55.7;  29, Keith 
Bentley, 42:09.2;  30, Ethan 
Smith, 51:49.3;  31, Junior John-
son, 58:47.4.

16 to 19 -- 1, Mario Villalba, 
17:44.3;  2, Case Thomas, 18:04.1;  
3, Brandon Mirabal, 18:19.0;  
4, Cody Williams, 18:59.7;  5, 
Carson Bagwell, 19:31.4;  6, 
Tate Bothun, 19:35.2;  7, Tyrel 
Hostetter, 20:17.6;  8, Manny 
Ramirez, 20:30.2;  9, Oscar 
Hageman, 20:35.7;  10, Karter 
Lance, 20:50.5;  11, Kyler Poul-
son, 21:13.3;  12, Carson Gonza-
lez, 21:50.4;  13, Kaleb Ander-
son, 22:10.3;  14, Dean Garcia, 
22:30.3;  15, Miles Poulson, 
23:14.5;  16, Bryce Izecia, 23:18.7;  
17, Tray Sowards, 23:42.2;  
18, Riley Valdez, 24:40.6;  19, 
Thomas Spillane, 25:18.9;  20, 
Konner Horton, 25:18.9;  21, 
Kade Walenta, 25:29.5;  22, Ri-
ley Haussler, 25:48.8;  23, Dane 
McDaniel, 25:50.4;  24, Donovan 
Valdez, 27:37.9;  25, Cesar Gon-
zalez, 27:53.3;  26, Liam Sowards, 
28:08.2;  27, Kyle Jesson, 30:05.5;  
28, Gabriel Anderson, 30:27.3;  
29, James Romero, 33:07.9;  30, 
Austin Lopez, 36:14.5;  31, Trevor 
Mectson, 38:32.8;  32, Alexander 
Anderson, 41:10.7;  33, Dallin 
Bothell, 41:45.1.

20 to 24 -- 1, Brian Shaw-
croft, 19:44.7;  2, Malachi An-
derson, 24:46.1;  3, Will Stanger, 
25:40.4;  4, Josh Bothell, 28:10.0;  
5, Nathan Izatt, 28:18.0;  6, Breck 
Guymon, 29:09.9;  7, Brooks An-
derson, 30:54.4;  8, Isaac Baugh, 
31:22.3;  9, Matthew Blanken-
ship, 35:13.2;  10, Harrison 
Steudlein, 35:58.5;  11, Damien 
Jack, 36:06.5;  12, Jonathan 
Snyder, 38:30.6;  13, Colin Lo-
pez, 39:57.6;  14, Tyler Wright, 
47:25.7;  15, Joshua Wood, 
1:00:27.4.

25 to 29 -- 1, Matthew Samo-
ra, 19:58.1;  2, Spencer Rasmus-
sen, 22:26.8;  3, Derick Faucette, 
23:01.0;  4, Sam Childs, 23:41.1;  
5, Matt Bothell, 25:12.6;  6, 
Miles Caldon, 25:17.8;  7, Ca-
leb Palmer, 25:33.4;  8, Clayton 
Peterson, 25:44.2;  9, Spencer 
Hutchinson, 27:03.4;  10, Griffen 
Peterson, 28:37.5;  11, James 
Hughes, 33:22.0;  12, Jacob Nara-
njo, 33:27.7;  13, Jackson Martin, 
40:26.5;  14, Tyler Brady, 41:30.8;  
15, Donovan Gray, 41:32.8;  16, 
Joshua Runyan, 46:05.9;  17, 

Juanito Sanchez, 1:01:49.0.
30 to 34 -- 1, Ty Mortensen, 

23:01.6;  2, Hayden Schappell, 
23:04.7;  3, Zack Lopez, 23:19.1;  
4, Josh Naranjo, 24:10.7;  5, Chris 
Jarvies, 24:19.2;  6, Spencer 
Brady, 25:40.8;  7, Alex Chris-
tensen, 32:28.3;  8, Paul Romo, 
34:22.4;  9, Colton Wilkinson, 
39:52.2;  10, Aaron Bagwell, 
40:04.7;  11, Ethan George, 
57:52.0.

35 to 39 -- 1, Dimitrias Rome-
ro, 22:27.5;  2, Jeremy Trujillo, 
23:01.3;  3, Irvi Gonzalez, 23:20.6;  
4, Jose Gonzalez, 23:34.4;  5, 
Troy Reynolds, 23:52.6;  6, Joel 
Polkowske, 26:09.0;  7, Ky Smith, 
26:10.2;  8, Brock Miller, 26:40.6;  
9, Joel Nystrom, 28:18.1;  10, 
Matthew Bush, 32:13.9;  11, Levi 
McWhorter, 32:17.3.

40 to 44 -- 1, William Sny-
der, 19:36.9;  2, Lucas Lar-
son, 22:13.7;  3, Ren Johnson, 
22:35.9;  4, Andrew Passey, 
24:05.1;  5, Jason Sego, 25:03.5;  
6, Anthony Chacon, 25:28.7;  7, 
Clint Sowards, 26:48.5;  8, Jona-
than Bush, 27:24.8;  9, Farron 
Williams, 29:56.5;  10, Mike 
Hostetter, 30:04.5;  11, Neal 
Palmer, 30:27.9;  12, Brian Bob-
bitt, 35:20.3;  13, Bruce Bent-
ley, 35:55.9;  14, Clinton Smith, 
36:52.6;  15, Roberto Chavira, 
40:49.0.

45 to 49 -- 1, Kermit Snyder, 
19:47.3;  2, Brent Edelen, 22:58.8;  
3, Jeremiah Johnson, 23:09.4;  
4, Jesus Salazar, 23:36.1;  5, Er-
nesto Villalba, 23:51.8;  6, Austin 
McDaniel, 24:23.6;  7, Randy Ro-
bison, 24:27.8;  8, Brad Coleman, 
25:07.8;  9, Aaron Polkowske, 
26:04.9;  10, Ed Duran, 26:07.9;  
11, Ryan Haynie, 26:15.7;  12, 
Jonathan Archuleta, 26:41.7;  
13, Seth Leech, 28:47.7;  14, Da-
vid Tandberg, 30:35.2;  15, Bill 
Thomas, 34:29.5;  16, Fares Jac-
quez, 57:20.5.

50 to 54 -- 1, Gilbert Martinez, 
20:40.3;  2, John Naranjo, 21:41.8;  
3, Steve Gilchrist, 26:45.6;  4, 
Kelby Pepper, 26:53.6;  5, Mat-
thew Snyder, 26:55.9;  6, Kevin 
Price, 37:19.7;  7, Doug Chapman, 
41:59.3;  8, Levi Herrera, 46:55.7;  
9, Charlie Kuhns, 57:18.1.

55 to 59 -- 1, Kirk Jarvies, 
27:25.4;  2, Michael Manwaring, 
29:35.8;  3, Greg Hensley, 32:52.6;  
4, Gayle Jackson, 35:23.2;  5, 
Chris Montague, 49:31.8.

60 to 64 -- 1, Paul Johnson, 
26:58.1;  2, Kyle Canty, 33:55.3;  
3, Don Morgan, 35:28.2;  4, David 
Brady, 36:49.9.

65 to 69 -- 1, David Jack-
son, 25:52.2;  2, Gene Shaw-
croft, 27:54.6;  3, Jose Fernan-
dez, 31:44.1;  4, Kelly Faucette, 
34:37.3;  5, Ernie Garcia, 39:56.2. 

70 and Over -- 1, Ben Wiley, 
26:43.3;  2, Lee Cordova, 43:19.5; 
3. Tim Snyder, 50:59.0; 4. Ross 
Westley, 53:11.7

Female Age Groups
5 and Under -- 1, Allison Mc-

Carroll, 46:06.8. 
6 to 8 -- 1, Diem Romero, 

26:02.5;  2, Cambrie Polkowske, 
26:14.8;  3, Jade Bush, 32:47.6;  4, 
Presley Karlson, 36:46.6;  5, Heidi 
Miller, 42:08.2;  6, Bennett Ham-
ilton, 47:05.3;  7, Snowy White, 
47:44.4;  8, Khaliah Stewart, 
48:34.8;  9, Iris Stewart, 52:07.0;  
10, Joy Bush, 57:45.0;  11, Lyla 
Stewart, 1:00:25.0. 

9 to 12 -- 1, Avery Duran, 
22:30.2;  2, Nahli Reynolds, 
23:55.8;  3, Kinley Wubben, 
24:11.6;  4, Bryndal Reynolds, 
27:39.6;  5, Kyndall McCarroll, 
28:31.8;  6, Teagan Shawcroft, 
28:36.0;  7, Kate Bagwell, 30:16.9;  
8, Sienna Taylor, 30:48.6;  9, 
Sydni Norton, 31:04.4;  10, Kelby 
Fobert, 31:56.9;  11, Ellyanna 
Trapp, 36:02.9;  12, Rowan Suder, 
36:07.0;  13, Ellie Nelson, 37:17.9;  
14, Sydney Sowards, 37:55.1;  15, 
Clara Polkowske, 38:17.0;  16, 
Brityn No Last Name, 40:17.7;  
17, Tayler Horton, 40:30.5;  18, 
Harper Harmsen, 40:32.6;  19, 
Shaedyn Crowther, 40:51.4;  20, 
Olivia Jackson, 41:16.1;  21, Nel-
lie George, 41:18.5;  22, Rocky 
Nelson, 41:23.2;  23, Cayslee 
Snyder, 41:38.8;  24, Lyssa Cole-
man, 41:39.9;  25, Natalie Passey, 
42:29.2;  26, Bentlee Hoover, 
47:03.5;  27, Emma Pauley, 
47:06.5;  28, Clara Miller, 51:23.9;  
29, Jaelee Gonzalez, 51:58.7;  30, 
Alice Gibson, 56:07.1;  31, Zoey 
Norris, 56:08.5;  32, Kaydance 
Salazar, 57:33.3;  33, Olivia 
Smith, 57:42.5.

13 to 15 -- 1, Shae Romero, 
21:17.3;  2, Frannie Edelen, 
22:44.2;  3, Amelia Poulson, 
23:22.3;  4, Jerrica Thompson, 
23:34.0;  5, Madisen Gilchrist, 
25:23.0;  6, Hannah DeLacerda, 
25:23.4;  7, Paityn No Last Name, 
25:41.5;  8, Ella Guymon, 26:55.0;  
9, Lyndie Sowards, 27:02.0;  10, 
Faith Medellin, 28:28.3;  11, 
Makayla Brady, 28:58.2;  12, 
Lila Gutierrez, 29:58.2;  13, 
Kenya Hostetter, 30:05.3;  14, 
Bella Hoover, 31:03.7;  15, Mckin-
ley Miller, 33:43.3;  16, Molly 
Passey, 34:42.4;  17, Brooklyn 
Schrader, 35:45.5;  18, Grace 
Pickett, 36:48.2;  19, Leela 
Gutierrez, 39:44.3;  20, Lori 
Robinson, 39:50.2;  21, Kenzie 
Gonzalez, 40:03.1;  22, Meela 
Neubauer, 40:05.0;  23, Sophia 
Rendon, 40:08.8;  24, Hayden 
Fobert, 40:56.7;  25, Lynn Bent-
ley, 41:36.1;  26, Beijah So-
wards, 42:07.2;  27, Evolet Gar-
cia, 44:09.3;  28, Jack Makayla, 
55:49.5.

16 to 19 -- 1, Elizabeth Mc-
Quitty, 19:38.4;  2, Autumn 
McQuitty, 20:40.7;  3, Mcken-
zie Torres, 23:22.7;  4, Tayte 
Hostetter, 23:38.8;  5, Mckenna 
Guymon, 24:10.5;  6, Araceli Mo-
lina, 24:39.9;  7, Brooklyn Shaw-
croft, 25:04.7;  8, Abbey Smith, 
26:09.4;  9, Erica Miller, 26:11.4;  
10, Aleah McDaniel, 27:34.8;  
11, Kaia Skadberg, 27:41.6;  12, 
Jayden Wubben, 28:19.1;  13, 

Alyvia Norton, 29:06.3;  14, 
Lindsey Robins, 29:10.4;  15, 
Harper Russell, 29:26.8;  16, 
Pepper Larson, 30:36.1;  17, Ol-
ivia Haussler, 31:13.9;  18, Lucy 
Johnson, 31:56.2;  19, Kaiya Abe, 
32:00.2;  20, Makissa Quinlan, 
32:19.2;  21, Nevaeh Medina, 
32:19.9;  22, Sara Kelly, 32:43.2;  
23, Hannah Guymon, 32:43.5;  
24, Braelyn Shiermeyer, 33:17.4;  
25, Cambri Snyder, 35:01.0;  26, 
Bria Coleman, 38:57.0;  27, Em-
ily Smith, 40:03.7;  28, Isabella 
Carriere, 40:07.5;  29, Hailey 
Johnson, 40:57.8;  30, Britany 
Price, 42:58.5;  31, Marielle Her-
rera, 44:35.3;  32, Courtney Jac-
quez, 47:25.7;  33, Sophie Passey, 
48:42.9.

20 to 24 -- 1, Carli Val-
dez, 22:41.2;  2, Natalie Guil-
len, 24:09.3;  3, Brenna Mc-
Daniel, 24:18.3;  4, Amanda 
Jarvies, 25:41.8;  5, Abigail 
Snyder, 27:22.6;  6, Dynae 
Johnson, 31:32.3;  7, Jeannette 
Coleman, 31:57.8;  8, Allyson 
Tandberg, 32:04.4;  9, Sarah 
Hutchinson, 32:06.3;  10, Mck-
enzie Reynolds, 33:13.1;  11, 
Lydia Karlson, 33:16.0;  12, Ab-
bey Cantwell, 36:28.8;  13, Kristi 
Runyan, 37:48.8;  14, Baily Bab-
cock, 38:14.5;  15, Abbie Passey, 
39:02.3;  16, Deisy Estrada, 
44:07.2;  17, Morgan Layton, 
45:59.6;  18, Rylee Smith, 47:05.3;  
19, Haley Saunders, 51:30.6;  20, 
Makaela Fernandez, 1:01:51.5. 

25 to 29 -- 1, Danyelle 
Peterson, 30:48.1;  2, Em-
ily Faucette, 31:47.7;  3, Em-
ily Runyan, 32:05.3;  4, Adrianna 
Alcala, 33:13.8;  5, Karlee Ad-
cock, 34:28.5;  6, Alliyah Borjas, 
35:41.4;  7, Angela Kline, 36:50.0;  
8, Caitlin Criswell, 38:12.2;  
9, Ashly Moore, 39:34.3;  10, 
Devon Montague, 43:12.9;  11, 
Billie Schott, 43:37.6;  12, Ale-
jandra Maldonado, 44:06.9;  13, 
Miranda Johnson, 47:03.9;  14, 
Jaci Adolph, 48:45.0;  15, Keylen 
Simental, 49:29.1;  16, Annika 
Harmsen, 1:00:22.8.

30 to 34 -- 1, Miriam Romero, 
21:26.8;  2, Lindsey Nielson, 
21:59.7;  3, Mandy Faucette, 
24:17.4;  4, Kaylee Salazar, 
25:34.6;  5, Shawna Larson, 
27:16.0;  6, Sarah Wiley, 30:09.1;  
7, Ashley Bonzalez, 31:48.2;  8, 
Madeline Karlson, 32:20.4;  9, 
Whitney Hoagland, 32:48.8;  
10, Janelle Suder, 38:25.5;  11, 
Katelynn Schappell, 39:37.2;  12, 
Christina Morales, 41:32.6;  13, 
Taylor McCarroll, 46:06.2;  14, 
Dustrie King, 46:43.7;  15, Kris-
tin Combs, 51:12.6;  16, Natalie 
Frost, 51:43.2;  17, Alyssa Mill-
er, 51:47.9;  18, Willa Schmidt, 
57:19.6.

35 to 39 -- 1, Anne Quinlan, 
23:18.4;  2, Reilley Nystrom, 
26:29.5;  3, Annette Medina, 
27:01.5;  4, Britany Bentley, 
28:51.1;  5, Lacey Becksted, 
30:03.0;  6, Kellene Sandoval, 
30:06.0;  7, Anna Pickett, 31:27.7;  
8, Andrea Norton, 31:35.4;  9, 
Krystal Gutierrez, 33:45.9;  10, 
Jenni Miller, 33:50.3;  11, Jes-
sica Dikes, 34:46.7;  12, Melanie 
Shawcroft, 38:21.3;  13, Ten-
neal Taylor, 39:45.7;  14, Ashley 
Voss, 41:23.2;  15, Janna Hor-
ton, 43:55.0;  16, Pamela Sego, 
45:52.7;  17, Chelsea Bechaver, 
46:23.5;  18, Kory Smith, 46:56.2;  
19, Allyson Calderon, 52:46.9;  
20, Snow White, 52:57.1;  21, Liz 
Nelson, 55:49.5;  22, Chelsea Ren-
don, 1:00:24.8;  23, Sara Roberts, 
1:00:41.8.

40 to 44 -- 1, April McCarroll, 
23:10.0;  2, Jill Sego, 25:03.5;  
3, Claire Charlton, 25:57.0;  4, 
Megan Munson, 28:06.4;  5, 
Kristaly Higareda, 28:32.3;  6, 
Katie Rammell, 28:59.6;  7, Chris 
Zook, 29:19.6;  8, Nellie Edel-
en, 29:23.4;  9, Erin Guymon, 
29:25.2;  10, Laura Villalba, 
30:25.6;  11, Deborah Reynolds, 
30:44.2;  12, Dayna Sowards, 
31:05.7;  13, Sarah Passey, 
31:42.5;  14, Stephanie Archu-
leta, 33:07.3;  15, Kristie Du-
ran, 35:57.1;  16, Kristin Lane, 
41:23.1;  17, Danielle Bagwell, 
43:39.3;  18, Debbie Christenson, 
46:24.9;  19, Jamie King, 46:53.3;  
20, Corey Gibson, 50:27.9;  21, 
Miranda Walenta, 51:55.7;  22, 
Rachel Hudson, 1:04:02.9.

45 to 49 -- 1, Desiree Peter-
son, 24:58.2;  2, Kristi Huffak-
er, 26:59.3;  3, Kelly Wubben, 
27:36.7;  4, Cynthia McDaniel, 
27:54.1;  5, Cassie Shawcroft, 
29:06.1;  6, Melanie Valdez, 
32:56.4;  7, Joelle Boos, 33:03.4;  
8, Louie Sanchez, 33:42.2;  9, Mi-
chelle Bagwell, 34:41.5;  10, Clare 
Sowards, 34:42.6;  11, Jhazmin 
Thomas, 35:14.0;  12, Melissa 
Sanchez, 35:49.6;  13, Heather 
Coleman, 43:41.8;  14, LeeAnna 
Hageman, 44:26.6;  15, Gail Gar-
cia, 57:04.7;  16, Mary Rendon, 
1:00:23.4.

50 to 54 -- 1, Brenda Strong-
heart, 27:50.5;  2, Stephanie Bag-
well, 28:12.1;  3, Andrea Malouff, 
36:17.6;  4, Kim Izatt, 37:11.7;  5, 
Melanie Sowards, 40:10.5;  6, Re-
becca Chapman, 43:39.1;  7, Kyla 
Anderson, 48:45.7.

55 to 59 -- 1, Victoria McRoy, 
32:23.4;  2, Janela Karlson, 
32:29.6;  3, Eileen La Riva-
Herrera, 34:27.5;  4, Candy 
Martin, 35:27.7;  5, Alicia Ber-
linger, 45:46.2;  6, Sandie Mar-
latt, 47:42.7;  7, Eileen Johnson, 
55:07.4. 

60 to 64 -- 1, Pattie Swift, 
30:51.9;  2, Lannette Nielson, 
35:25.4;  3, Michelle McCutcheon, 
40:07.5;  4, Lucy Palmer, 48:45.7;  
5, Glenda Jackson, 49:59.2;  6, 
Audrey Schmidt, 57:20.4.

65 to 69 -- 1, Marie Morgan, 
40:56.1;  2, Janeen Shawcroft, 
42:25.4;  3, Marcia Van De 
Boogaard, 49:47.0. 

70 and Over -- 1, Grace Bag-
well, 43:42.2; 2. Rose Archul-
eta, 49.52.7; 3, Renee Sowards, 
53:38.4.
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Saguache County Childcare Committee
Request for Proposals
for Assessment to Remodel Childcare Facility
in Saguache, Colorado
The Saguache County Childcare Committee is a coalition of com-
munity members and
Saguache County employees to establish a daycare facility in Sagua-
che, Colorado. We
are seeking proposals from licensed contractors to assess 710 Den-
ver Avenue, Saguache,
Colorado for renovation needs, in compliance with regulations of the 
State of Colorado for
Childcare Facilities. The purpose of this RFP is to invite contractors 
with relevant experi-
ence to submit proposals to the Saguache County Childcare Com-
mittee.
The Assessment will include:
- Physical building upgrades and repairs, including but not limited to 
carpentry,
roofing, flooring, and painting.
- Bathroom renovations for ADA compliance
- Kitchen renovations for commercial kitchen compliance
- Heating upgrades
- Plumbing upgrades
- Electrical upgrades
- Playground, grounds, and fencing upgrades
The ideal contractor will have a record of experience with:
- General contracting includes the ability to assess carpentry, heat-
ing, plumbing,
and electrical.
- Knowledge of commercial kitchen regulations and ADA compliance.
- Responsive communication.
The selected contractor will be responsible for assessing the building, 
with possible assis-
tance from a qualified consultant on Child Care Facility regulations.
Please include in proposal:
- A description of the contractor, including name(s) and credentials 
of those that
would be involved in the project.
- A description of the previous relevant experience of the contractor.
- Proposed budget.
- Schedule availability.
- General Liability insurance documentation and documentation of 
Workers’
Compensation insurance as required by the Labor Code of the State 
of Colora-
do and Employers Liability Insurance. Evidence of qualified self-
insured status
may be substituted.
Direct general RFP project questions to Wendi Maez, Saguache 
County Administrator, at
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.
Proposals may be submitted by email to wmaez@saguachecounty-
co.gov by the deadline
of Friday July 31, 2024, at 3pm.
No. 4029.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 
24, & 26, 2024.

County Court  District Court  Denver Juvenile Court
Alamosa County, Colorado
Court Address:
8955 Independence Way
Alamosa, CO 81101
In the Matter of the Petition of:
X Adult
or
_Parent/Petitioner:
for Minor Child: Nicole Marie Madril
For a Change of Name to: Nicole Marie Ortega
COURT USE ONLY
Date Filed: JUN 17 2024
Case Number: 2024C92
Division: B   Courtroom B
ORDER FOR PUBLICATION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
The Court orders the following publication for a change of name:
1. Name of  Nicole   Marie         Madril 
   First Name Middle Name.   
Last Name
 Is requested to be changed to
        Nicole      Marie   
Ortega
   First Name Middle Name 
Last Name
        Walzl /S/
Date: June 17, 2024   X Judge    Magistrate
JDF 426 R8/2016
No. 4035
Published in the Valley Courier on July 19, 20, and 23, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, Au-
gust 21, 2024, at 6:15 PM and a hearing before the Board of County 
Commissioners is scheduled for Thursday, September 5, 2024, at 
9:45 AM. The purpose of these hearings is to consider an application 
submitted by Mike Hostetter--Allpine Lumber Co for a Zone Change 
from Residential to Commercial for the purpose of overnight lodging.
The property is currently zoned residential and is legally described as 
Los Pinos River Estates, Lots 1, 14, 15, 16, and 18 located in Sec-
tion 3, Township 32 North, Range 5 East, NMPM, Conejos County 
Colorado. 
The full details of this application are available for public inspection at 
the Land Use Office 719-376-2014. You may request additional infor-
mation or provide comment by email at landuse@co.conejos.co.us.  
Any interested person may appear to be heard at the public meeting.
Linda DeHerrera, Land Use Administrator
No. 4042.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 23 & August 7, 2024.

IN PARTNERSHIP 
W I T H Pe r m i t iu m, 
LLC, a software de-
signer that specializes 
in web-based law en-
forcement services, the 
ALAMOSA COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(ACSO) is announcing 
the implementation of 
a NEW SCHEDUL-
ING AND PAYMENT 
S O F T WA R E  F O R 
THOSE APPLYING 
FOR OR RENEWING 
THEIR CONCEALED 
CARRY PERMIT. This 
new software will allow 
applicants to schedule 
their CHP appointment, 
upload the necessary 
documents, submit their 
ID photo, and make their 
payment online ahead 
of time. The link is now 
available on the Ala-
mosa County Sheriff’s 
website at https://alamo-
sacounty.colorado.gov/
departments/sheriff. Ef-
fective August 1, 2024. 
(7/30/24)

LOST: BLACK CAT, 
named BLACKIE. Lost 
at  8735 INDEPEN-
DENCE DR., ALA-
MOSA, by Food Bank, 
June 27. If found alive or 
dead, please call. There 
is a reward! 719-649-
0911. (7/24/24)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(7/24/24)
LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

J O B  O P E N I N G : 
PA RT-TI M E SEC-
RETARY at SACRED 
H EA RT CH U RCH. 
Monday thru Friday – 
hours 9:00 am to 2:00 
pm (25 hrs. a week). 
Should be bilingual and 
have experience with 
Microsof t programs 
(Word, Excel, Power-
Point, Publisher) and 
google email/calendar 
knowledge. Should be 
a pract icing Roman 
Catholic in good stand-
ing with the Church. 
Must pass a criminal 
background investiga-
tion; must have a good 
driving record, current 
Colorado Driver’s Li-
cense, and automobile 
insurance. Please submit 
a resume to admin@
sacredheartalamosa.org 
or come to the office 
for an application. If 
you have any questions, 
please call the office at 
(719) 589-5829, ext. 11. 
(8/10/24)
L&M BODY SHOP is 
now hiring a full time 
BOOKKEEPER/ES-
TIMATOR. Must have 
computer experience, 
be professional, reliable 
and organized. Hours 
M-F from 8:00 to 5:00. 
Please send resume 
to marcie@slvproper-
ties.com. (8/7/24)
SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT is 
looking for an energetic 
full time teacher for 
our MIDDLE/ HIGH 
S C H O O L  P H Y S I -
CAL EDUCATION/ 
W E IG H T L I F T I N G 
POSITION. All ap-
plicants must have the 
appropriate Colorado 
teaching license. Please 
submit your application 
and resume to Brandon 
Mizokami Pr incipal 
at bmizokami@sier-
ragrandeschool.net or 
contact Mr. Mizokami 
at 719-379-3259 by July 
25,2024. Applications 
can be found online 
at www.sierragrande-
school.net. (7/24/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires
Jim’s Tire 

Store
711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690
NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate
Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995
719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT
Dinner

Service 
coming

soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat
611 Main • Alamosa

(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising
Advertise Your 

Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect
Senior Architect

719-696-5783
Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.
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ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

Parking Spaces For Rent

APPLIANCES

239 Walker Rd. • Alamosa
(Located in the old Sears store)

719-587-3882
www.slvappliance.com

SIERRA GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT is accepting ap-
plications for HS ASS’T. 
BOYS BASKETBALL 
COACH. Qual i f ica-
tions: Applicants must 
be over 18 years of 
age, pass a background 
check. Applications can 
be found on our web-
site www.sierragran-
deschool.net. Applica-
tions must be submitted 
to mshawcroft@sier-
ragrandeschool.net by 
July 25, 2024. (7/24/24)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a ROUTE BUS 
DRIVER. Preference 
will be given to appli-
cants that hold a CDL, 
but the transportation 
department will work 
with the right candidate 
in obtaining the license. 
For additional informa-
tion contact Mark Hotz, 
Maintenance/Transpor-
tation Director, at 719-
852-2881. The salary 
for this position will 
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Transporta-
tion Personnel Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by July 31, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. For questions re-
garding the application 
process contact the Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (8/6/24)

DEL NORTE POLICE 
OFFICER. The TOWN 
of DEL NORTE is seek-
ing qualified applicants 
for position of POLICE 
OFFICER. Applicants 
must be POST certified 
as a Colorado Police Of-
ficer. Selected applicants 
must be able to pass 
a physical, physiologi-
cal evaluation, pre-em-
ployment drug test, and 
extensive background 
check. Must be able to 
work all shifts. Salary 
$45k-$48k DOE, plus 
excellent benefits and re-
tirement. Must be at least 
21 years of age. Send 
resume to Del Norte Po-
lice Department email: 
delnorte1860@outlook.
com  or apply at del-
nortecolorado.com or 
can be picked up at Del 
Norte Police Dept. 525 
Grand Ave., Del Norte, 
Co 81132. Deadline until 
position filled. EEO/
ADA. (8/23/24)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting applications for 
a LEAD TEACHER. 
This position is full time 
38 hours/ week. Must 
have an AA or BA in 
ECE or related field. 
Starting Play is 17.00 
to 22.00 Depending 
on education and ex-
perience. Applications 
are available at Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 
Sherman Ave., MONTE 
VISTA Colorado. For 
more information, you 
may contact the Direc-
tor by email, Director@
MVheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. An em-
ployment application 
must be complete. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(7/26/24)

R A N C H / F A R M 
HELP; PART-TIME. 
719-274-0380, (8/17/24)
DIRECTOR OF EM-
PLOYEE SUPPORT 
(DES). LA PUENTE 
is our community’s re-
sponse to address the 
effects of poverty by 
providing a safety net 
of services, where indi-
viduals and families get 
what they need to sta-
bilize, heal, strengthen, 
and ultimately thrive. 
Seeking Director of Em-
ployee Support who will 
assist with hiring, on-
boarding, training facili-
tation, conflict manage-
ment, and strengthening 
organizational culture. 
Seeking experienced in-
dependent professional 
with strong people skills 
and understanding of 
holistic staff support 
and development. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of helping others. Sal-
ary $55k-60k DOE. Full 
benefit package. Send 
cover letter, resume, re-
quest job description: 
hr@lapuente.net  La 
Puente: P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO 81101; 
719/589 -59 0 9  ( E x t 
238); www.lapuente.
net. (8/17/24)
H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not 
required, on the job 
training. Good pay, flex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(7/24/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTR ICT 26JT is 
looking for a MIDDLE 
SCHOOL VOLLEY-
BA L L COACH for 
the 2024-2025 sea-
son. Qual i f icat ions: 
Must be over 18, have 
a high school diploma/
GED and be able to pass 
a background check, or, 
such alternative quali-
fications as the Board 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Non- 
Certified Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunites or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(8/2/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is accepting 
applications for a HU-
MAN RESOURCES 
SPECIALIST. Ful l-
time, Monday - Friday. 
Salary starts at $59,133 - 
$65,248 annually DOE.  
Benefits include Health, 
Dental, Vision, Life In-
surance, Paid Holidays 
and a 401(a) at 4% match. 
Starting annual salary of 
$57,408 - $59,717 DOE. 
Must pass a background 
check and pre-employ-
ment drug test, including 
testing for marijuana. 
Application and job de-
scription are available 
at riograndecounty.org 
and submit applications 
to humanresources@
riograndecounty.org or 
pick up and drop off at 
925 6th Street, Room 
200, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132. (8/10/24)
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FOR RENT

341 - GARAGE 
SALE

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
HEALTH is h i r ing 
C.N.A’s! Come work 
for a great organiza-
t ion with  amazing 
benefits and make a 
difference in patients’ 
lives. A C.N.A license 
is required but assis-
tance is available for 
those that need to take 
the state test. To learn 
more about this incred-
ible opportunity check 
out our careers page at 
www.slvh.org or call 
719-587-1200. (7/31/24)
BUTCHER WANT-
ED! PROCESSING 
wild game and do-
mestic animals. For 
more info call 719-859-
4198! (8/10/24)
D I R E C T O R  O F 
C O M M U N I C A -
TIONS & ENGAGE-
MEN T (DCE).  LA 
PUENTE is our com-
munity’s response to 
address the effects of 
poverty by providing 
a safety net of servic-
es, where individuals 
and families get what 
they need to stabilize, 
heal, strengthen, and 
ultimately thrive. Seek-
ing DCE who will lead/
manage a team to en-
gage the community 
through presentations, 
publications, special 
events, public relations, 
and social media com-
munications. Seeking 
self-starter, with strong 
written oral skills and 
the ability to lead a 
team. Join our staff 
of dedicated profes-
sionals and learn the 
joys and satisfaction of 
helping others. Salary 
$46-52k DOE.  Full 
benefits package. Send 
resume/cover letter & 
request job descrip-
tion: hr@lapuente.net  
La Puente, P.O. Box 
1235, ALAMOSA, CO  
81101; 719 589-5909 
(Ext 238) www.lapu-
ente.net. (7/26/24)
TH E CR E STON E 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
is attracting skilled 
educators for a MS/HS 
SCIENCE TEACHER 
position. Qualified ap-
plicants will have a 
breadth of knowledge 
in biology, physics, 
chemistry, and earth 
science as well as in-
structional practices 
for individualized, proj-
ect-based, experiential 
learning; teacher’s li-
cense is preferred but 
educational experience 
is required. Salaried 
with benefits ranging 
from $40-60K, Full-
time for the 2024/25 
SY. CCS also seeks a 
PART-TIME TRANS-
PORTATION COOR-
DINATOR & DRIVER 
to start ASAP for the 
24-25 school year. Wag-
es range from $16.50-
20.00 per hour. The 
position includes co-
ordination of van fleet, 
drivers, and sports and 
trip driving. Clean driv-
ing record (not CDL) 
required. Call 719-256-
4907 or visit www.cre-
stone-charter-school.
o r g / e m p l o y m e n t . 
(8/9/24) 
CENTER IN NEED 
OF WORKERS. There 
are SEVERAL PO-
SI T IONS  AVA I L -
ABLE. Hours 8:00 
am-??? Competitive 
wages. Please inquire 
at MOUNTAIN KING 
SPU D GROW ERS, 
109 0  Sout h  M i les 
Street, Center, CO. 
(8/7/24)
P OTATO WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ERAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO. 
(8/7/24)
H E L P  WA N T E D 
PART TIME - DEP-
UTY CORONER:  Ex-
perienced individual 
needed for On Call Part 
time position assisting 
the Saguache County 
Coroner. The position 
will be an on call/as 
needed position. Coro-
ner calls are paid at 
$150.00 per call and 
Transports are $150.00 
per call, Weekday on 
call $15.00 per day and 
Weekend on call $30.00 
per day. Please contact 
April Quintana with 
the Saguache County 
Administration office 
for an application or 
printable at www.sa-
guachecounty.colorado.
gov . Call 719-655-2231 
for more information. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. SAGUACHE 
COUNTY is an EEO 
employer. Drug testing 
and a background check 
will be required for fi-
nal applicants. (7/24/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a MAINTE-
NANCE EMPLOYEE. 
This is a full-time posi-
tion with benefits. Mon-
te Vista School District 
offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Maintenance 
and Custodial Salary 
Schedule, which can 
be viewed on the dis-
trict website - Employ-
ment Oppor tunit ies 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pi r a t es. mont e. k12.
co.us/employmentop-
portunities by July 18, 
2024 or until the posi-
tion is filled. (7/24/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
h igher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License with a second-
ary Language Ar ts 
endorsement. Please 
submit your applica-
tion, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DNHS Pr incipal at 
ahardy@urtigers.co or 
contact Mrs. Hardy at 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/7/24)
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
caring individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PAR-
AEDUCATOR. Ap-
plicants must have a 
high school diploma 
and prior experience 
working with students 
with special needs is 
preferred. Please sub-
mit your application 
to Amy Duda, DNES 
Principal at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO 81132; aduda@
urtigers.co; or call at 
719-657-4050. The po-
sition will be open until 
filled. You can pick 
up an application at 
the District Office or 
on-line at urtigers.co. 
(8/6/24)
AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROVI DER 
needed for the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE. 150 
days per year which 
i n c lu d e s  a l l  d ays 
that teachers are at 
school. Applicants must 
have a high school di-
ploma and experience 
working with young 
children is a plus! Ap-
plications may be re-
trieved online at ur-
tigers.co please email 
ahorrocks@urtigers.co 
or aduda@urtigers.co 
for more information 
or to send completed 
applications. (8/6/24)
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL is 
looking for an energetic 
and experienced can-
didate to serve as the 
district’s STRENGTH 
& CONDITIONING 
COACH. This position 
will assume the respon-
sibility and obligation 
of establ ishing and 
maintaining a strength 
and conditioning pro-
gram for all sports. 
Additional responsi-
bilities include teach-
ing junior high school 
physical education and 
high school physical 
education/weight train-
ing courses. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree and either pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
the appropriate Colo-
rado teaching license. 
Please submit your ap-
plication, resume, and 
cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/6/24)
EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  STA RT  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, ex-
perience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood de-
velopment and ECE 
reports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (7/31/24)

FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is looking for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a degree, cer-
tificate or credential in 
social work, human ser-
vices, family services, 
or counseling related 
field at hire or within 
18 months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if 
bi l ingual (Engl ish /
Spanish). Applications 
can be picked up at the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (7/31/24) 
S A N G R E  D E 
CRISTO has open-
ings for the following 
positions: SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR; K-12 
MUSIC TEACHER; 
MS FOOTBALL; HS 
BOYS & GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL; NUTRI-
TION STAFF. Please 
contact Dave Crews 
for more information 
719-420-1422 or Jenna 
Mondragon at 719-717-
0871. (7/24/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hiring!  
Available full-time po-
sitions with competitive 
pay and benefits in-
clude: ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE APPRAISER 
TRAINEE; PUBLIC 
H EA LT H N U RSE; 
ROAD & BRIDGE 
EQUIPMENT OPER-
ATOR; SHERIFF’S 
O F F I C E  D E T E N -
T I O N / D I S PAT C H 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice DETENTION/DIS-
PATCH SERGEANT 
a n d  C O R P O R A L; 
Sheriff’s Office ROAD 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice JAIL COOK; SO-
CIAL SERVICES LE-
GAL TECHNICIAN 
MANAGER. Benefits 
include medical, retire-
ment, and paid time-
off. Visit www.riogran-
decounty.org for details 
including applications 
and job descriptions 
or pickup at Human 
Resources: 925 6th St., 
Rm. 200, DEL NORTE, 
CO. (7/26/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice!! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (8/7/24-monthly)
HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(8/6/24)

10+ FAMILY GA-
RAGE SALE. 931 US 
Hwy 285, MONTE 
VISTA. Large varieties 
of items, including fur-
niture, household items, 
storage items, tools and 
clothing. 7:00-12:00 
July 26 & 27. (7/27/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

A K C  F R E N C H 
BULLDOG Puppies, 
Ready to go Aug. 7, 
ful l DNA, chipped, 
wormed, shots, 30 days 
insurance, lifetime sup-
port $3,500 719-640-
6404 www.DuneView-
Frenchies.com. (8/3/24)

FOR SALE IN AL-
AMOSA COUNTY: 
1980 GLENWOOD 
TR A I LER HOUSE 
$6,700. Must be moved. 
402-269-7172. (E-TFN-
AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

NICE 1 BEDROOM 
with W/D, across from 
ASU. Call 719-251-
3597. (7/27/24)
REDUCED: EAST 
ALAMOSA, 1 BED-
ROOM, $645/ monthly, 
$700/ deposit, utilities 
included. Employment 
required. 719-580-3710. 
(7/27/24)
2 BEDROOM NEAR 
ASU/ Hospital, 1204 
Lincoln. No smokers/ 
vapors. 1 year lease, ref-
erences. 719-588-1422. 
(7/26/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $2150/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available now. Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (8/17/24)

THE AD DID ITS JOB. 
THANK YOU. MARK
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 DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
Chinese man born in 
the United States. My 
girlfriend, whom I’ve yet 
to meet in person, lives 
in China and is 24 years 
younger than I am. (I 
live in California.) We’re 
awaiting approval of pa-
perwork with the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Service. We have both 
been divorced twice. She 
has a grown son (single) 
in his 30s in Japan. My 
two children are in their 
50s and self-sufficient.

 We both are Christian 
and educated. Her English 
proficiency is fair to good. 
I’m a physician; she’s a 
teacher. We are kind, 
gentle, patient people. We 
plan to meet and, hope-
fully, marry. She would 
relocate to the U.S., and 
I might continue to work 
part time. From what I’ve 
told you, how would you 
rate our chances of marital 
success? -- HOPING FOR 
THE BEST

 DEAR HOPING: Are 
you ABSOLUTELY cer-
tain that this woman is 
who she says she is? Many 
people have been duped 
by someone they met on 
the internet. Have you 
discussed this with your 
adult children, who might 
be more tech-savvy? (I 
hope so!) 

 You and this woman 
have never seen each other 
in person and have no 
idea what the chemistry 

between the two of you 
would be like. When she 
arrives, take sufficient 
time to get to know each 
other, observe each other 
in various situations (in-
cluding stressful ones) 
and figure out whether 
your personalities and 
lifestyles mesh. Because 
of these unanswered ques-
tions, I think your chances 
of success are about 50-50.

 DEAR ABBY: My par-
ents are in their early 70s 
and have been married 
51 years. They have two 
homes -- one in the Mid-
west and another in the 
South. They used to go 
back and forth between 
them together, but for the 
past two years, they have 
basically lived in separate 
states. 

 In total, they spend 
about two months a year 
together, and Mom com-
plains nonstop when they 
are together. She is con-
cerned only with herself 
and having fun, and she 
has progressively ignored 
my dad, my brother, her 
grandchildren and me. I’m 
so angry with her that I 
think my dad should di-
vorce her. She stays with 
him only for his money and 
admits it to me and all of 
her friends. 

 Should I tell Dad to 
divorce her? I don’t un-
derstand why he puts up 
with her behavior. I’m 
convinced once he dies 
(his health is worse than 

hers), we will never hear 
from her again. -- FRUS-
TRATED AND HURT IN 
THE MIDWEST

 DEAR FRUSTRATED: 
Many marriages are close 
and loving ones; others 
are what I would call “ar-
rangements.” Your par-
ents apparently have the 
latter because it may work 
better for them (possibly 
for religious or financial 
reasons) than divorce. 

 Please refrain from tell-
ing your father what to do. 
I have a strong hunch he 
has thought this through. 
As to your relationship 
with dear old Mom, you 
have my sympathy. You 
may need a therapist to 
deal with her selfishness 
and rejection of you, your 
brother and the grandchil-
dren. 

Online couple prepares to 
take major step forward


