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Chance of Afternoon 
Showers, Breezy 83/55

Sun: Slight Chance of 
Showers, Breezy 80/54

Mon: Chance of 
Afternoon Showers, 

Breezy 79/51

TOPEKA, Kan. — Washburn 
University recently announced 
its President’s List honorees for 
the spring 2024 semester. To 
qualify for the President’s List, 
a student must complete at 
least 12 hours of graded credits 
and earn a semester grade 
point average of 4.0.

Michelle Crowther from 
Sanford is a President’s List 
honoree for Spring 2024.

Saguache 
County 

Commissioners 
to meet

SAG UACH E  CO U N T Y 
— The Saguache County 
Commissioners will hold 
a  re gular  me eting on 
Tuesday, July 2, at 9 a.m. The 
meeting will be in the county 
courthouse and on ZOOM 
with meeting ID 823-7485-
1681 with passcode 793384. 

Fourth of July 
holiday trash 

schedule
ALAMOSA — In observance 

of the upcoming holiday, the 
trash schedule for the City of 
Alamosa on July 4 will be as 
follows:

• Yard Waste Route: Will 
remain the same

• Commercial  Routes: 
Thursday, July 4, will be 
collected Friday, July 5

•  Residential  Routes: 
Thursday, July 4, will be 
collected Friday, July 5

• Recycling Center: Will be 
closed Thursday, July 4, and 
will reopen Friday, July 5

For more information, 
contact the Public Works 
Department at 719-589-6631

City facilities will be closed 
Thursday, July 4, and will 
reopen Friday, July 5.

Crowther 
makes 

President’s 
List

News Analysis
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — In Congressio-

nal District 3, (CD3) candidates 
Republican Jeff Hurd, and Dem-
ocrat Adam Frisch will face off 
in the November general elec-
tion. They won the primary elec-
tion held on June 25.

With former incumbent Con-
gresswoman Lauren Boebert de-
ciding to switch Congressional 
Districts from CD3 to CD4 ear-

lier this year, the primary race 
for the Republican nomination 
was	wide	 open,	drawing	a	field	
of six candidates. 

The top two Republican con-
tenders in the primary race 
were Ron Hanks, a former law-
maker who positioned himself 
as an ardent supporter of Don-
ald Trump, and Jeff Hurd, a po-
litical newcomer and attorney 
from Grand Junction. 

Hurd had declared his inten-
tion to challenge Boebert before Democratic Congressional District 

3 candidate Adam Frisch.

Congressional district race may 
be a contest based on issues

Republican Congressional District 
3 candidate Jeff Hurd.

By PARKER YAMASAKI
Colorado Sun

BELLVUE — On top of a hill prickly with dry grass 
and cacti is a four-sided structure that looks like the 
sky, the hills and the small crowd of people stand-
ing next to it, but it’s none of those things. It’s not 
a riddle, it’s a monolith. Perhaps the 247th spotted 
worldwide since 2020. 

It appeared unexpectedly on Sunday in Bellvue, 
northwest of Fort Collins, on the expansive proper-
ty of Rob and Lori Graves, who own Morning Fresh 
Dairy Farm, a Noosa Yoghurt factory, and the Howl-

A steady stream of people marched up a small hill off 
County Road 25 to visit and photograph the mysterious 
monolith. The monolith was placed on private property 
owned by Rob and Lori Graves, who run Morning Fresh 
Dairy Farm and Howling Cow Cafe just across the road. 

Photo by Parker Yamasaki, The Colorado Sun

Mysterious monolith appeared in rural Colorado

■ See MONOLITH page 3

Independence Day 
celebrations in the Valley

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

SAN LUIS VALLEY — From 
pancakes	to	soapbox	races,	fire-
works, and patriotism, July 
4th celebrations will resonate 
throughout the Valley.

On July 3, South Fork Fire 
Rescue will host its annual Fish 
Fry and Ice Cream Social that 
starts at 10 a.m. The parade 
begins at 3 p.m. There will be a 
rodeo at 6:30 p.m., and weather 
permitting	fireworks	in	the	eve-
ning.

On July 4th, the Alamosa Ki-
wanis Club will hold its annual 
Pancake Breakfast from 7 to 10 
a.m. in the SLV Federal Bank 
parking lot at 401 Edison Ave. 
in Alamosa. This is a great way 
to prepare for the following pa-
rade at 10 a.m. The San Luis 
Valley Community Band under 
the direction of Dr. Kerry Heart 
will play from 8 to 9 a.m.

The Young Professionals of 
Alamosa will kick off the July 
4th celebrations hosting the an-
nual Independence Day Parade. 
The fun will begin at 10 a.m. and 
run from east to west on Main 
Street. The theme for this year’s 
parade is SUPERHEROES! 

At 9:30 p.m. the San Luis 
Valley Federal Bank will host 
its	26th	annual	fireworks	show	
at the Alamosa County Fair-
grounds at 8784 Old Stanford 
Rd., Alamosa.

On Friday, July 5th, the 
Young Professionals of Alamosa 
(YPA) will host the 3rd annual 
Block Party for America on the 

400 block of San Juan Avenue 
in Downtown Alamosa. The 
party will run from 6-10 p.m., 
alongside Visit Alamosa’s First 
Friday. The event will offer local 
brews, a patriotic photo back-
drop by Mya’S Events, a locally-
owned foam pit for bubbly fun 
for all ages, and showcase local 
musical acts on the main stage.

The event will offer family-
style seating, thanks to High 
Peak Event Rentals, to encour-
age food pick-up at nearby lo-
cally-owned restaurants. YPA 
strives to bring the local and 
visiting community together to 
celebrate the best of Alamosa. 
Come celebrate with us.

During First Fridays in 
Downtown Alamosa, the San-
gre de Cristo Natural Heritage 
Area and Visit Alamosa will 
honor the 1878 founding of Ala-
mosa with the Moving of the 
Gem Saloon at the Market on 
Main Street. The Denver Rio 
Grande Railroad completed the 
rail line from Fort Garland to 
Alamosa and moved buildings 
including the saloon. Everyone 
is encouraged to wear period 
clothing and take the historic 
walking tour.

Crestone and Baca Grande will 
celebrate Independence Day on 
July 4th with activities in down-

Courier file photo by John Waters

The July 4th Parade starts in downtown Crestone at noon with fes-
tivities happening all day in town. 

■ See JULY 4TH page 3

CONTRIBUTED
CREEDE	 —	 It’s	 only	 fitting	

that Creede’s July 4th celebra-
tions center upon preserving the 
history of mining. Like many 
Western mining towns, Creede 
has always had mining competi-
tions.

When the area’s mines were 
operational, the events were 
sponsored by the different min-
ing companies as morale boost-
ers for the miners.

With the mines being mostly 
closed for more than 30 years, 
the need to preserve Creede’s 
mining past is as important as 
ever. Creede is and always has 
been a close community whose 
residents pride themselves on 
the town’s storied past.

For more than 46 years now, 
Creede has hosted a two-day 
competition that draws min-
ing competitors from across the 
Southwest region. The competi-

Photo Creede.com

Creede will celebrate mining dur-
ing Independence Day celebra-
tions July 4 and 5. 

The mining 
events: 

Celebrating 
Creede’s 
history



By Maria Kramer
ALAMOSA — New 

books are always coming 
in at the Alamosa Pub-
lic Library! Here are 10 
of our most intriguing 
arrivals. For more infor-
mation, or to have a book 
reserved for you, check 
alamosalibrary.org or 
call 719-589-6592.

Fiction
The Secret Emissary 

by Roberto de Haro
With a penchant for 

international relations 
and diplomacy, Luis Es-
querre Calella de Val-
derano becomes an un-
official	 Vatican	 liaison	
during the 1919 Paris 
Peace Conference. A 
friend to popes and aris-
tocrats alike, the young 
man starts to assist with 
underground activities 
against the European 
Fascists. 

Prairie Edge by Conor 
Kerr

“Ezzy” Desjarlais and 
Grey Ginther are distant 
cousins living together in 
an old trailer. Grey is dis-
illusioned with the nar-
cissistic attention-seek-
ing she sees in activists. 
Ezzy is recently released 
from prison and looking 
for some peace. When 
Grey becomes obsessed 
with the #LandBack 
movement, she drags her 
cousin along on a buffalo 
rustling expedition with 
tragic results.

Oye by Melissa Mogol-
lon

When Luciana’s eccen-
tric grandmother is giv-
en a crushing medical di-
agnosis, she is forced to 
take on the roles of care-
taker, translator - and 
the keeper of the secrets 
her grandmother begins 
to share with her.

Land of No Regrets by 
Sadi Muktadir

Nabil would rather go 
back to his former life of 
video games and base-
ball, but his parents 
have placed him in a 
strict madrasa, Al Haque 
Islamic Academy. One 
night, while exploring 
the school, Nabil and his 

friends discover a diary 
from when Al Haque was 
a girls’ Catholic boarding 
school. This diary will in-
spire them to plan their 
escape. 

California Dreaming 
by Noa Silver

Inspired by her grand-
father and mother, Ele-
na goes to California to 
work for Teach for Amer-
ica,	but	she	quickly	finds	
herself disillusioned 
with her career and dis-
connected from her stu-
dents. As she comes of 
age among #MeToo and 
the 2016 election, Elena 
must grapple with her 
own life and values.

Nonfiction
Behind the White 

House Curtain by Steven 
Herman

Steven L Herman, 
chief correspondent for 
the nonpartisan, gov-
ernment-funded Voice of 
America, weaves togeth-
er memoir and history to 
pull back the curtain on 
the inner workings of the 
White House press corps. 

Life Plans on Dive Bar 
Napkins by Paul Manser

For better or worse, 
major life decisions start 
as a scribble on the back 
of a bar napkin for Paul 

Manser. This book is a 
compilation of experi-
ences Paul always want-
ed to get into print, but 
worried that some travel 
editor would strip of all 
the best jokes. 

Golf’s Majors by Gary 
Player

From golf legend and 
nine-time major champi-
on Gary Player comes a 
riveting history of golf’s 
pinnacle events, packed 
with dramatic moments 
and insider stories.

Mushroom Gastrono-
my by Krista Towns

The book explores 25 of 
the most popular edible 
mushrooms, including 
their unique nutritional 
values, ideal cooking 
methods, culinary tips, 
and	flavor	pairings.

Beaming by Marilyne 
Vershueren

Artist Marilyne Ver-
schueren presents 100 
expansive visuals de-
signed to stimulate your 
mind and awaken your 
intuition. Messages of 
hope, resilience, and joy 
are incorporated into ra-
diant art, with each im-
age offering the reader 
an opportunity for deep 
contemplation and intro-
spection. 
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that	 we	 are	 not	 affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

ALMA PRESENTS

SUNDAYS
@ SIX

JUNE 30

Steelhouse 
Junkies
Bluegrass

COLE PARK
ALAMOSA

School Menu
Monday

July 1, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Pizza Bites
Veggie Cups

Fruit 
& Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Pizza Bites
Veggie Cups

Fruit 
& Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Pizza Bites
Veggie Cups

Fruit 
& Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Our dearly beloved 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, and friend Lillian 
C. Maes, 92, of Fort Gar-
land, gained her angel 
wings on June 26, 2024, 
surrounded by her loving 
daughters. Lillian was 
welcomed into the world 
on Nov. 14, 1931, to Gil-
bert Maes Sr., and Teresa 
Meas-Sanchez.

After high school, Lil-
lian started her beloved 
family and was blessed 
with seven children who 
meant the world to her.

Lillian	 loved	 fishing	
and	would	out	fish	anyone	
that went along with her. 
She	 enjoyed	 flowers,	 gar-
dening, and going danc-
ing and traveling to Taos, 
New Mexico.

Her favorite time was 
the time she spent with 
her loving family.

She will be dearly 
missed by all who knew 
her.

Her legacy will live on 
through her children; 
Joyce (Doug) Smith of 
Hotchkiss, Colo., Mitzi 
Aguilar of Fort Garland, 

Colo., Jackie (Anthony) 
of Denver, Colo., Michael 
Aguilar of Portland, Ore., 
George (Jani) Aguilar of 
Eugene, Ore., Joey Agui-
lar of Denver, Colo.; grand-
children, TJ Cordova, 
Aanya Bricker, Tosh Agui-
lar, Sandi Martinez, Alex 
Smith, Jerick Saenz, An-
gel Bernard, Arianna Ber-
nard, Shay Aguilar, Kiona 
Aguilar, Joey Aguilar, and 
Sara Aguilar Sheers; and 
13 great-grandchildren; 
two sisters Precilla (Steve) 
Lucero, Veronica Mar-
quez; two brothers Lee 

(Hortencia) Maes, Fred 
(Dolores) Maes, three sis-
ter-in-law’s Gloria Maes, 
Darlene Maes, and Irene; 
as well as several nieces, 
nephews and friends.

Lillian was preceded in 
death by her parents Gil-
bert Maes Sr., and Teresa 
Maes-Sanchez, one son 
Edward Aguilar, grandson 
Gabriel Martinez, broth-
er Buddy (Nellie) Maes, 
brother-in-law Alex Mar-
quez.

Rosary will be held on 
Tuesday, July 2, 2024, at 
6 p.m. at The Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Fort 
Garland, Colo. The Mass 
of the Resurrection will be 
held on Wednesday, July 
3, 2024, at 12 p.m. also at 
The Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Fort Garland, 
Colo., with interment to 
follow at Blanca Ranch 
Cemetery.

To leave online con-
dolences, please visit 
romero funera lhomes .
com. The care of arrange-
ments has been entrusted 
to Romero Valley Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.

Lillian C. Maes

From the Librarian’s 
Desk - New Arrivals at the 

Alamosa Public Library

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA – 

Monte Vista City Coun-
cil swore Sarah Doyle as 
its new Deputy Clerk on 
Thursday, June 20. 

In other matters, for-
mer Vali 3 Theater opera-
tor Bob Richards during 
public comment informed 
the council that he was 
not going to purchase the 
theater space on Adams 
Street from the city.

Richards said that he 
was	 officially	 turning	 in	
his keys, and although he 
did not want to purchase 
the theatre, he did want 
to rent it out and show 
movies under the umbrel-
la of his radio station.

“I think I might have an 
opportunity to do movies 
on a periodic basis in the 
theater, by making them 
radio station promotions, 
instead of theater events,” 
he said. “I am wondering 
if there isn’t a way to rent 
the theatres from you, on 
a periodic basis, when a 
bigger movie comes out.”

Richards pointed to 
“Gladiator 2” coming out 
on Labor Day weekend. 
Richards said the compa-
ny he would get the movie 
from would charge him 
for it but also require a 
minimum two-week run.

“So, my question for 
council is, I don’t believe 
there is anything on the 
books to allow somebody 
to rent the theaters on 
a periodic basis. I would 
be interested in knowing 
what it might cost me to 
rent the theaters for two 
consecutive weeks so I 
could put shows on Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sun-
day,” he said.

Richards said he would 
use his employees at the 
radio station to staff the 
theatre, as that would 
cover him for workman’s 
comp and liability insur-
ance. He also asked about 
selling tickets, and using 
the concession stands. 
Richards said doing pe-
riodic shows could be 
worthwhile, but it would 
depend on the rental fee.

Richards said for him 
to have something ready 
for Labor Day weekend, 
he would need an answer 
from council members 
within a week or so. 

Richards knows the 
utilities are expensive, 
and he was willing to pay 
fees for them or anything 
else that needs to be paid, 
while running movies at 
the theater.

Generally, the council 
does not act on something 
presented in public com-
ment.

City Manager Gigi Den-

nis was out of town, but 
the council said they could 
speak with her about it 
when she returned the 
following week.

Monte Vista School 
District Superintendent 
Scott Wiedeman also 
spoke during public com-
ment. He asked that the 
council consider doing 
something about a couple 
of trees that hang over 
the high school track and 
next to the golf course.

Wiedeman said that the 
trees were badly hang-
ing over the track at the 
school and posed a safety 
hazard.

“There are a couple of 
trees on the golf course 
that are overhanging onto 
our track, this is a GOCO 
(Great Outdoors Colo-
rado) granted track that 
people use year-round. 
We just researched this; 
it would cost us about 
$175,000 to redo it, which 
we must do about every 
10 years anyway. My big-
gest concern is the safety 
of our community and 
students and staff that 
use that track. We have 
had several branches fall 
from that tree onto the 
track, and if somebody 
happened to be walking 
under that, there would 
be some serious injury 
with the size of the trees 
and these branches. That 
is our request to do some-
thing with those trees, 
where it doesn’t jeopar-
dize the safety of some of 
our students, staff, and 
community,” he said. 

After the public com-
ment portion of the meet-
ing, Charles Spielman 
spoke about how he be-
lieved in saving the two 
century-old Cottonwood 
trees referenced earlier 
by Wiedeman.

Spielman said to coun-
cil members that he also 

brought 103 signatures 
of people petitioning for 
them to not cut down the 
trees, stating that at least 
49 percent of the signa-
tures were Monte Vista 
golfers.

He said that he gave 
council members a packet 
asking for them to allow 
a tree expert to examine 
the trees and determine 
whether they should be 
cut down or not, based 
on their core and age, as 
even though the trees 
looked healthy, an expert 
could determine if they 
were rotting on the in-
side.

He asked council mem-
bers to wait to cut them 
down until October rath-
er than June so that golf-
ers could have the trees 
for their centennial golf-
ing season. He also said 
that if both trees were 
to remain standing, the 
golf course board agreed 
to help purchase a cover 
that would protect the ad-
jacent running track from 
damage.

“I think that cover 
should cover the track 
and protect it,” he said. 

Councilman Brad Wat-
son asked if the cores 
came back OK, if Speil-
man would be OK with 
trimming the trees back, 
as that would be an op-
tion to cutting them 
down. Speilman agreed 
with trimming them if 
they were still healthy. 
Speilman also stated that 
he had a tree expert lined 
up to come down and 
check the trees.

Further discussion of 
the trees will be held af-
ter the tree expert de-
termines if the trees are 
healthy. 

Due to the Stampede, 
the next City Coun-
cil meeting will be held 
Thursday, July 18. 

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Monte Vista Clerk Unita Vance administers the oath of office to Deputy Clerk Sarah 
Doyle on June 20.

MV City Council swears 
in Deputy Clerk
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she switched districts. That an-
nouncement garnered endorse-
ments from some of the top 
“establishment” Republicans 
in the state, as many felt that 
Boebert’s antics were no longer 
viewed favorably by many in 
her district.

While the primary race be-
tween Hurd and Hanks was, at 
times, expected to be somewhat 
close, by the end of Tuesday 
night, it was called for Hurd 
who came in at the end leading 
Hanks by 14 percentage points.

On the other side of the aisle, 
Democrat Adam Frisch was 
the sole candidate to run for 
the seat. Frisch announced 
his campaign within days of 
former opponent being sworn 
into	office	for	her	second	term,	
and Frisch has been on the 

campaign trail, literally every 
week, since then. 

Once a race that even the 
pundits didn’t pay attention to, 
CD3 became highly competi-
tive	in	the	last	election,	specifi-
cally due to Frisch, himself a 
political newcomer at the time, 
coming within 546 votes of tak-
ing Boebert’s seat in Congress.

The seat is now viewed as 
one that may determine the 
majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives, which makes it 
even more important.

In a brief interview with the 
Valley Courier Hurd on Thurs-
day morning, said,

“I’m going to work hard to get 
the [Republican] party united” 
He continued, “I’m going to 
work hard to earn every vote 
from Republicans but also un-
affiliated	and	maybe	even	some	
Democrats.

“My priorities are those 
things that are most important 

to voters. The cost of living, the 
cost of housing and the price of 
a gallon of gas.” 

That was a bit of a switch 
from February when, speaking 
on a non-partisan show called 
Action 22, Hurd had listed 
security at the border as the 
number one priority.

Hurd was also quoted by Col-
orado Public Radio as saying 
he was focused on rural areas 
but he has since expanded his 
sites. 

“I’m going to work for voters 
everywhere, from people in the 
cities to small towns, families 
and small businesses, farm-
ers, ranchers and people like 
employees of the power com-
pany in Craig where workers 
are looking at losing their jobs. 
And I know I have to earn ev-
ery single vote.

“I think voters are wanting 
someone to work more than to 
shout, and I’m a person who 

can do that. I believe in what 
I’m doing and in trying to be 
the kind of representative that 
I would want.”

After the results of the prima-
ry were known, Adam Frisch’s 
campaign issued the following 
statement.

“First, I would like to thank 
all the candidates who ran in 
CD3’s Republican primary 
and personally congratulate 
Jeff Hurd. My hat always goes 
off to anyone who is willing 
to stand up to represent their 
country and community. It’s 
unfortunate, however, that 
both political parties often ca-
ter to the extremes and priori-
tize party loyalty over the best 
interests of the country. It’s 
why I entered this race. I won’t 
be a yes man for either party. 
I’ll be an independent voice of 
reason for rural Colorado to 
cut	inflation,	secure	the	border	
and protect a woman’s free-

dom to make her own health 
care decisions.”

Frisch then focused in more 
closely on Hurd. 

“The last thing our district 
needs is another corporate law-
yer funded by corporate PAC 
money. My presumptive oppo-
nent won’t have the backbone 
to stand up to Washington in-
terests. He will choose a federal 
abortion ban over trusting the 
women of CD3 to have the free-
dom to make their own health 
care choices and he threatens 
one of our most precious re-
sources: water. One of Hurd’s 
biggest backers is actively 
working to take San Luis Val-
ley’s water to the Denver metro 
area,” said Frisch.

Frisch is referring to former 
Colorado Governor Bill Owens, 
one of the primary investors in 
Renewable Water Resources 
(RWR) a scheme to export wa-
ter out of the San Luis Valley.

ing Cow Cafe. A cafe man-
ager spotted the struc-
ture in the distance as 
she arrived at work in the 
morning, but didn’t think 
anything of it until a cus-
tomer came in and asked 
to be pointed toward “the 
alien structure.” 

The Howling Cow has 
been part of the farm 
property since 2014, and 
has become a popular 
cycling stop that serves 
the dairy’s fresh creams 
and yogurts. As of Mon-
day, though, it’s become a 
gathering place for bagel 
sandwiches and hypoth-
eses about alien life.

On a chalkboard menu, 
drink names have been 
given an extraterrestrial 
spin. Order the “Beam Me 
Up” for a cold brew with 
a double shot, or a “Ra-
dio Wave” for an Italian 
soda with cold foam. The 
monthly	ice	cream	flavor,	
orange juice shake, has 
been relabeled the “Cow 
Abduction.”	Alien	figures	
drawn on the menu have 
thought bubbles that 
read: “beep beep boop 
beep.”

“They probably just 
weren’t getting enough 
business,” one diner of-
fered.

Marketing ploy or not, 
the shiny metal mono-
lith, bolted to a slab of 
concrete, certainly hasn’t 
hurt business.

By 11 a.m. Thursday 
a line had formed in the 
cafe from the counter to 
the door, a dozen custom-
ers long, and didn’t let 
up until well after noon. 
A second rush arrived 
around 2 p.m.

“Been busy?” a custom-
er asked a barista from 
the line.

The barista nodded and 
laughed. “Where’s the 
monolith?” she said mock-
ingly. Then she softened. 
“Actually, it’s kind of cool. 
I just can’t say that word 
anymore.”

Then she pushed a 
milky green beverage 
onto the counter: “Crop 
Circle!” she yelled into 
the crowd, the cafe’s new 
name for a matcha latte 
with vanilla. 

Monolith #1
The monolith myster-

ies began in November 
2020, when a crew from 
the Utah Department of 
Public	 Safety	 was	 flying	
over remote, desert back-
country counting bighorn 
sheep. They spotted an 
unusual metal gleam 
deep in a slot canyon, and 
landed the helicopter to 
investigate. There they 
found	 the	 first	 mysteri-

ously placed monolith, a 
roughly 10-foot-tall prism 
lodged into the red earth.

Photos and videos from 
the incident were post-
ed to the agency’s blog. 
“Please don’t try and visit 
the site as the road is not 
suitable for most Earth-
based vehicles,” the agen-
cy tweeted. 

But this was late 2020, 
six months into deep pan-
demic isolation. Internet 
sleuthing was at an all-
time high and the pros-
pect of visiting a remote 
site in the desert where 
few people had been, and 
were unlikely to be, was 
simply too tempting. 

A subreddit sprung up, 
r/FindTheMonolith, and 
more than 3,000 people 
joined it to theorize about 
its origin and locate the 
Utah phenomenon. In less 
than 24 hours a location 
was pinpointed and post-
ed to Reddit, and some 
users used Google Earth 
imagery to determine that 
it was placed sometime in 
late 2015 or early 2016. To 
some, the timeline added 
to the appeal of the piece. 
It was still possible, in an 
age of satellite imagery 
and social media stunts, 
to leave a mark that went 
completely undetected for 
years.

Less than two weeks 
after its viral debut, the 

monolith was gone — 
hauled away in the night 
by a group of four men 
concerned with the envi-
ronmental impact of so 
many visitors on the deli-
cate Utah backcountry.

But while the men 
trucked the monolith out 
of the desert, something 
strange was happening 
halfway around the world 
— the same day the Utah 
monolith came down, a 
second monolith was re-
ported on a plateau near 
Piatra Neamt in Roma-
nia. Days later a third 
popped up in Atascadero, 
Calif. 

Over the course of 2020, 
dozens more monoliths 
were reported to mono-
lithtracker.com, a mix of 
hastily placed copycats 
and “S-Class” monoliths, 
or	 “significant	monoliths,	
well made, with zero ex-
planations of appear-
ance,” according to the 
website’s six-part clas-
sification	 system.	 The	
original Utah monolith 
and the quick Romanian 
follow-up are two of three 
“S-Class” monoliths in 
the world. The third ap-
peared in Spain in April 
2021.

According to The Asso-
ciated Press, the Bureau 
of Land Management is 
still actively investigat-
ing the Utah case.

town Crestone starting at 9 
a.m., with a 5K run. The pa-
rade through town begins at 
noon with a rendition of the 
national anthem at 12:15. 
Cheap Therapy takes the 
stage in the town park at 
12:30.	The	first	round	of	the	
Soapbox Derby is at 3 p.m. 
with	finals	for	a	$250	prize	
at 5:30 p.m.

Not to be missed are the 
mesmerizing drummers 
from Shumi Hikari Taiko 
at 3 p.m. also in the park. 
At 5:30 p.m., The River Ar-
kansas will play bringing 
their indie-Americana and 
honky-tonk swing to the 
audience.

Saguache-Moffat-Villa 
Grove-Crestone	 fire	 de-
partments will have a 
Four Station Fourth of 
July celebration on 4th 
Street in Saguache begin-
ning at 4 p.m. This down-
home party will have food, 
dancing, kids activities, 

and	fireworks.	
Creede will host three 

days of events beginning 
on July 4th at 9 a.m., with 
the Colorado State Mining 
Championships behind 
Basham Park downtown. 
The giant, annual parade 
will begin downtown at 
10 a.m. Historically, about 
10,000 people attend this 
event. Fireworks start at 
dusk at Mountain Views 
RV Park south of town.
On Friday, events begin 
at 9 a.m. and continue 
through the day and end 
at the Creede Rep with 
a 7:30 p.m. performance 
of “Importance of Being 
Earnest,” and a 9:30 show 
of “Boomtown.” Saturday 
events include street ven-
dors, a beer garden, and 
a Farmers’ Market. There 
will be a 7 p.m. perfor-
mance of “Young Franken-
stein,” at the Creede Rep., 
and an 8 p.m. dance at 
the Elks Lodge. For more 
information, visit www. 
creederep.org and creede.
com/4th-of-July.

tors are actual miners 
who come to Creede on 
July 4th each year to bat-
tle for the highly-coveted 
prize of “Best Overall 
Miner of the Year”.

On	the	first	day	of	 the	
competition on July 4th 
starting at 9 a.m., the 
Colorado State Mining 
Championships features 
a taxing gamut of events 
that test the skill levels 
of the miners both physi-
cally and mentally. The 
second day of competi-
tion, the Days of ‘92, has 
been a staple since the 
1960s. When the State 
Mining Championships 
came to Creede in the 
late 1970s, the two com-

petitions were melded to-
gether into one.

The different events, 
Jack-Leg Drilling, Hand 
Steeling, Hand Muck-
ing, Spike Driving, and 
Machine Mucking, are 
designed to show spec-
tators the daily life of a 
hardrock miner.

Spectators can enjoy 
the mining events ev-
ery year in the Basham 
Park arena in downtown 
Creede. The events are 
free to the public and a 
permanent grandstand 
has been constructed for 
easy viewing. The events 
begin both mornings at 
9:00 a.m. and usually last 
until mid-afternoon.

For a full listing of the 
events in Creede, visit: 
www.creede.com/4th -of-
July.

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER – This year’s 

Solstice in Center was an 
enlightening and creative 
experience. Alluvium Stu-
dio organized this imagina-
tive event on Friday, June 
21, and Saturday, June 22. 

The event was held at 
two locations – the Center 
Motor Car Garage, 335 E. 
Third St, and Alluvium, 
342 Worth St. 

Artist Marie Bannerot 
McInerney spoke about her 
display, which was a large 
window covering, laid out 
with various holes for light 
to enter, and beautiful 
dripping	 textures,	 fluidly	
placed all over the window. 
On	the	floor	near	the	win-
dow were large pieces of 
what looked like gold, with 
a black piece of a meteorite 
stone in the middle. 

“Most of the art that I 
do,	 is	finding	ways	of	con-
necting to larger systems 
that we are always oper-
ating under. I think of our 
relationship to the natural 
world, and I think of our 
relationship to the cosmos 
and how they are interre-

Alluvium Studio owners Steve Huey and 
Krystal Anton left, and some of the Solstice 
in Center attendees pose for a photo in 
front of the artwork created by attendees 
during the event on June 21 and June 22.

Solstice celebrates creativity in music and art
lated. I can only speak for 
myself,	 but	 I	 find	 myself	
thinking of how we are re-
lated to the stars and the 
earth that is surrounding 
us. This particular work 
is an evolution of other 
work,” she said. 

The	 first	 work	 she	 did	
was in 2017 at a gallery in 
Nashville, Tenn., and was 
like the display in Center.

“I created a cement tex-
tile that hung in a western 
facing window, that had 
little holes in it, that cre-
ated apertures where light 
would come in as the sun 
set. This here uses butter-
milk to frost the windows, 
which allowed me to cre-
ate the drips you see in the 
window. This piece refer-
ences erosion, and land, 
and reformation according 
to time, that’s what this 
piece is about,” she said.

McInerney said in work-
ing	 on	 the	 floor	 in	 front	
of the piece of art in the 
window, she could envi-
sion continental edges, or 
edges of land mass, that 
have similar references of 
left-behind shapes, with a 

direct connection to earth. 
The	 gold	 on	 the	 floor	 rep-
resented the earth, with a 
black piece in the middle.

“This piece here is a 
4.5-billion-year-old me-
teorite,” said McInerney, 
referencing the black piece 
in the middle. “This side 
of it is crystallization of 
millions of years in our 
cosmos, and what the core 
of our earth is made of. 
There is something really 
grounding and connecting 
to this, and that’s why I 
placed it in the middle of 
the gold. This has a symbol 
of connective quality.” 

McInerney, who is from 
Kansas City, said she was 
invited to the Solstice by 
another artist and was ex-
cited to attend and be in-
cluded. McInerney is also a 
teacher at an art institute. 

Artist Mark Cowardin 
was also at the Solstice 
event and had two large lit 
up sculptures in the main 
room at the Solstice event. 
The sculptures were made 
up of colored bars, and 
lights.

Cowardin said that the 
sculptures were clouds, 
but he enjoyed hearing 
people’s interpretations 
of what they thought his 
sculptures were.

“I have always been re-
ally interested in the con-
nection between humans 
and nature. The idea of 
these clouds is that they 
are	floating	in	the	sky,	but	
they are actually on scaf-
folding, which is something 
that	 is	 used	 to	 fix	 things,	
or the things we use to 
get higher up. There are 
lots of meanings in these 

pieces for me, but these 
are clouds. The colors also 
imitate the sunrise and the 
sunset, like the reds and 
the oranges and yellows in 
the sky,” he said.

Cowardin said that he 
has been an artist his en-
tire life and he is also a 
teacher. He enjoys making 
big display pieces.

“One person thought 
that these were potatoes. 
Which, this is an agricul-
tural place, so it’s neat they 
thought they were pota-
toes, it’s relative,” he said.

Cowardin, who is from 
Kansas, said that he was 
invited to the event and 
brought others to the event 
to share their art.

“For me, one of the 
things I love about making 
art is conversations. I am 
excited that other artists 
also chose to come up from 
Kansa City to display their 
art too. While I have inspi-
rations about what exactly 

these pieces mean, I try not 
to say exactly where they 
came from just because I 
want people to walk in and 
be in awe, and be inspired, 
and have conversations 
about what they think they 
are. That’s part of what I 
really enjoy about being an 
artist,” he said. 

Throughout the Cen-
ter Motor Car Garage 
there were other displays 
from artists, including a 
large blue banner made 
of plastic strips, and vari-
ous other small paintings 
with skulls, people, and ab-
stractly drawn items. 

Alluvium Studio was 
also decked out inside, 
with artwork made by peo-
ple who had visited during 
the event.

Alluvium owners Steve 
Huey and Krystal Anton 
were on site and Huey said 
that the turnout for the 
two days had been good.

“We have had a lot of 

people come in. There were 
many people who came in 
and created collages and 
we hung them on the wall. 
We are helping bring these 
people in here, with these 
artists,” Huey said.

Huey said this year they 
hit the jackpot because Cow-
ardin brought many of his 
artist friends from Kansas 
City with him and made it a 
bigger event than last year.

“We have been here 
since 2019. This is the 
fourth year we have done 
this. Each year more art-
ists show up. We are very 
happy to be here. This year 
we have engaged more of 
the locals too. There were a 
lot of people from Alamosa 
and Saguache here. Mak-
ing sure they know what 
this is, and what we are 
bringing out here is excit-
ing. The studio has been 
busy all day. It’s been good. 
We are very happy with 
the turnout,” Huey said.

Photos by Marie Mccolm

Artist Mark Cowardin stands next to one 
of his pieces that was on display at the 
Center Motor Car Garage during the Sol-
stice in Center event June 21 and June 22.
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The following arti-
cle by Tom L. Thomp-
son, titled The Sign 
of Memories, was 
first	 published	 in	
The Last Word col-
umn of the Rocky 
Mountaineers Ren-
dezvous, a newslet-
ter for a great group 
of Forest Service 
employees from the 
Rocky Mountain Re-
gion, many of them 
long retired. I had the honor of provid-
ing the photograph used for that story. 

While I am a bit younger than Mr. 
Thompson, I share the same sentiment 
and warm feeling as I pass the National 
Forest signs across the country. homp-
son served as the Deputy Regional For-
ester of the Rocky Mountain Region for 
12 years and before that, as the Forest 
Supervisor on the Siuslaw NF in the 
Pacific	Northwest	Region.	He	retired	as	
the Deputy Chief with responsibility for 
the National Forests and Grasslands. 

The Sign of Memories 
As you travel across the country and 

come upon a National Forest or Grass-
land entrance sign, how does it make 
you feel? Especially, if it is a well-main-
tained sign, I just get this warm feeling 
of being home where I belong. In a sense 
it is a feeling of welcome, of security, of 
pride, of gratitude, and of just plain old 
comfort.

I have visited every national forest 
and grassland sometime in my 78 plus 
years, and from as early as I can re-
member to now, I have always had that 
same special feeling knowing that the 
Forest Service entrance sign signals a 
very special place ahead and it belongs 
to all of us. It is not for sale, and it will 
always be there, just for us.

In	reflecting	back	on	my	early	years,	
I think to a large degree it was a For-
est Service sign that probably led me 
to a career in the Forest Service. Grow-
ing up on the high plains of southeast-
ern Colorado it was quite a distance to 
the mountains of Colorado. On a very 
clear day if you were on a high point, 
you could sometimes make out the tops 
of the mountains off to the west. Every 
year our family set out on what I con-
sidered to be the most special week of 
the year and went off to the mountains. 
Like so many families the discovery of 
the National Forests started at the end 
of World War II.

Toward the end of World War II in 

Gregg 
Goodland

Land, Water 
and People

Photo courtesy of Rio Grande National Forest

The Rio Grande National Forest Sign on Highway 149, just north of South Fork.

Sharing 
memories

1945, my dad, who had worked at the 
Pueblo Air Base all through the war, 
was	treated	to	a	weekend	fishing	trip	on	
the upper Rio Grande River by a grate-
ful doctor who was indebted to my dad 
for all the neighbor-in-the-apartment 
next door mechanic work he had done on 
the doctor’s Buick during the war years. 
With this experience my dad came to 
love the Rio Grande country and thus 
began what became a lifetime of annual 
visits back there.

I	don’t	have	vivid	memories	of	my	first	
trip there in 1946 at six months of age, 
but I do have many, many wonderful 
memories of those early great adven-
tures for our family on the Rio Grande 
National Forest as I grew up. The log 
cabins where we stayed were built in 
1926 and surrounded by National For-
est. The cabins were one room with two 
beds, a wood stove, a table, a bench and 
a few chairs, no electricity, no running 
water, and the outhouse was shared 
with	a	few	other	cabins.	There	was	fish-
ing right out the door, clear crisp air at 
over 10,000 feet elevation, views of elk 
on the slopes every evening, and lots of 
space with aspen and spruce forests in 
every direction.

Every year when we would make our 
annual trip there, I so much looked for-
ward to coming to the Rio Grande en-
trance sign because we were within a 
couple hours of being at the cabin. The 
dirt road up to the cabins was a very 
rough road, not paved like today, but 
that made it even more special because 
it was a “trip”.

So early on I had a love for the For-
est Service and at age 10, with the help 
of borrowed stencils from my uncle I 
made	an	official	Forest	Service	sign	for	

my room out of 4 x 11-inch piece of 3/8 
inch plywood and even drew the Forest 
Service shield on the lower right cor-
ner. In looking at this sign today and 
the craftsmanship, the artistic touch, 
and the layout, I can see why I never 
did all that well in art classes. Even so 
the sign gave my room in our basement 
an identity and reminded me of a place 
off to the west where I yearned to be.

My own family continued with this 
tradition of making at least one trip to 
the Rio Grande as best we could over 
the years. In the mid-nineties we de-
cided to begin using cabins down river 
a way that had electricity and indoor 
plumbing. There is a special spot on 
the ridge up near Spring Creek Pass in 

an open parklike meadow where I sat 
with my grandfather probably seventy 
years ago. I have sat there with my 
dad, my mom, my sons and daughter, 
and now my grandchildren and every 
time I come to the Forest entrance sign 
for the Rio Grande there are memories, 
but there is also so much gratitude that 
these places are still there and will be 
there for my grandchildren’s sons and 
daughters and their grandchildren.

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 
Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest and has had the honor of serv-
ing with Tom Thompson as organizers 
of the Memorial Grove ceremony for sev-
eral years.

Sometimes in 
the afternoons, 
I pull up “Let’s 
Make a Deal,” 
with Wayne 
Brady using CBS 
All Access.  The 
deals, zonks or 
true wins, keep a 
broad smile on my 
face for the full 
hour. 

Who wouldn’t 
be smiling for the 
winner whose second key opens the lock 
for a beautiful new Chevrolet Equinox 
EV or the winner of the Zonk Shoes, i.e. 
Meat Loaf-ers and the audience “ahh” 
and Brady’s encouragement, “Thanks 
for playing.”

It’s dawned on me, life can be a lot like 
“Let’s Make a Deal” when we are open 

to living, open to changes, or open to the 
possibilities.

Doesn’t it happen sometimes, we pick 
a path that would open a life of service, 
like teaching, only to discover institu-
tions governed by special interests and 
not ethics.  Or using all our undergradu-
ate studies to be employed in aquacul-
ture programs to discover no women are 
allowed? Or to be helping the disabled 
and dying but be discriminated against 
because of one’s own disability?

If we make a deal with life to try again, 
try something new, the small curtain 
instead of the big curtain, we may just 
open a different path to the future.  I’ve 
seen others embrace forced-early retire-
ment with new careers in hospitality, 
computers, or healthcare.  Like on the 
show, the physically large curtain may 
be	a	“ZONK”	and	the	small	curtain	filled	
with diamond rings and necklaces.

Though discrimination in the work-
place is illegal, we’ve all seen the un-
ethical events that make us squirm.  If 
we don’t have the legal fees to hire rep-
resentation, we can stew about the in-
justices, or we can live the happiest life 
by opening up to the possibilities from 
here.  The greatest revenge is not always 
about winning the employment suit, but 
it can be about living and being purpose-
ful about choices that protect others, 
children, animals and the planet itself. 

We can move on from wherever we 
find	 ourselves.	 	 We	 can	 choose	 to	 live:	
join others for a walk; strike up conver-
sations in the grocery store; or learn new 
skills like how to rock ‘n’ roll or open a 
Twitter account.  If we want or need to, 
we can move from a rural setting to town 
or the city.  TV celebs and local pastors 
have tweeted that success is not about 
the Porche in the driveway or the acres 

of wealth, even though wealth renders 
basic needs a slam dunk.  Success is 
about how your life has impacted others, 
how you’ve made others feel, how you 
have given back.

It’s said that Oprah’s success is be-
cause she has given so much of her riches 
away and has “empathized” with others.  
Even Wayne Brady thanks the school-
teacher and marine who have served 
others – and pulls a $100 or $1,000 out 
to say thank you and of course, to start 
the deals rolling on his show.

Living begins when we see the possi-
bilities, make a deal of our own and are 
willing	to	smile,	laugh	and	THRIVE!		So,	
let’s	do	it!

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college educa-
tor and long-time local columnist. Reach 
her at columnsbynellie.com or email her 
at columnsbynellie@gmail.com.

Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

Let’s make a deal!

Editor,
Recent graduates of high school and 

college are preparing for careers and 
work with fresh ideas, hope and ideal-

ism.	What	interests	them?	How	can	they	
express themselves to the world in a 
way that is gratifying and allows them 
to successfully make a living, be hap-

py and, perhaps, raise a family? It is a 
sweet time. They haven’t met people like 
Donald Trump yet.

There is an unwritten social and mor-

al code that people who do sincere work 
for others will be reimbursed for their ef-
fort. People like Donald Trump and his 
associates do not follow that code. News 
outlets and even personal accounts from 
Alamosa citizens who lived in the New 
York/New Jersey area are full of stories 
of how Donald Trump has made much 
of his money by simply refusing to pay 
people	 who	 do	 work	 for	 him.	 He	 then	
challenges them to take on his cadre of 
corporate lawyers and sue him if they 
want to get paid. Trump especially did 
this to vendors who worked on his many 
hotels	and	casinos.	He	is	still	not	paying	
people, even his top allies.

Many people suffered huge losses and 
some even went out of business because 
of this repulsive behavior. It is one of the 
reasons so many New Yorkers hate Don-
ald	Trump	and	his	family.	He	is	the	killer	
of honesty, of innocence and of dreams.

“Welcome to the wicked world.” Right, 
Donald?

David Lenderts
Alamosa  

Trump and associates do not follow unwritten social, moral code
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Religion

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 

pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6814
Pastor Jesse Ciccone
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702

United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00
 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for information.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

In the midst of heated 
debates about female pas-
tors and the morality of in 
vitro fertilization, the na-
tional South-
ern Baptist 
Convention re-
cently passed 
a religious lib-
erty resolution 
that -- in terms 
of Baptist his-
tory -- was 
rather ordi-
nary.

But these are 
not ordinary 
times in American life.

Messengers from au-
tonomous SBC congre-
gations resolved: “That 
we encourage and sup-
port robust Christian en-
gagement in the public 
square, including individ-
ual Christians who pur-
sue elected or appointed 
office	in	order	to	influence	
government by living out 
their Christian world-
view while advocating 
Christian morals with re-
spect for the consciences 
of all people.”

The “resolved” clauses 
then became much more 
specific:

“That we oppose any 
effort to establish a state 
religion of any nation, in-
cluding the United States 
of America; that we re-
fute the idea that God has 
commanded any state to 
establish any religion or 
any denomination; and 
we reject any government 
coercion or enforcement 
of religious belief, includ-
ing blasphemy laws. ...

Southern Baptist convention debates religious liberty again
“That we oppose any ef-

fort to use the people and 
the churches of the South-
ern Baptist Convention 

to establish 
Christ iani ty 
as the state 
religion of the 
United States 
of America.”

During de-
bates on the 
c o n v e n t i o n 
floor,	 that	
blunt line in 
Resolution 2 
-- opposing ef-

forts to establish a Chris-
tian “state religion” -- was 
challenged by the Rev. 
Justin Ramey of Crider 
Baptist Church in Ed-
dyville, Kentucky.

“What does that mean?” 
he asked. “Should we re-
move ‘In God We Trust’ 
from our currency? Does 
it mean we should re-
move ‘under God’ from 
our Pledge? I’m grate-
ful that our government 
at one time at least ac-
knowledged Christianity 
as our foundation and en-
couraged it.”

The	 final	 Resolution	 2	
text failed to include two 
important words in to-
day’s	 fiery	 debates	 about	
religion in American life, 
according to Mark Wing-
field	 of	 the	 progressive	
Baptist News Global web-
site.

“The debate on this 
resolution,” he wrote, 
“mirrors the dividing line 
between those labeled as 
Christian nationalists -- 
who believe God ordained 

America as a Christian 
nation -- and those who 
seek religious liberty for 
all.”

Southern Baptists will 
continue defending reli-
gious liberty while recog-
nizing that -- in recent de-
cades -- U.S. courts have 
also been swamped with 
cases in which sexual 
revolution doctrines have 
clashed with the beliefs 
of traditional Christians, 
as well as Jews, Muslims 
and other worshippers, 
said Daniel Darling of the 
Land Center for Cultural 
Engagement at South-
western Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.

“There are Christians 
who are asking: ‘Is this 
system we have here in 
America still working? Is 
religious liberty still be-
ing protected?’ We can’t 
ignore that issue,” said 
Darling, who was part of 
a circle of leaders from 
several seminaries who 
drafted Resolution 2.

One goal, he said, was 
affirming	 that	 “Baptists	
are not secularists. Bap-
tists are not trying to 
keep believers locked out 
of public life. We believe 
in a robust engagement 
between people of faith 
and life in the public 
square.”

Nevertheless, the 2024 
gathering offered evi-
dence that some Southern 
Baptists are convinced 
that their core religious 
beliefs are being threat-
ened.

Before the convention, 

the Rev. David Mitzen-
macher of Grace Baptist 
Church in Cape Coral, 
Florida, submitted a reso-
lution that included: “We 
steadfastly oppose all leg-
islation that would desig-
nate any part of the Holy 
Bible as hate speech, or 
impose any restriction on 
proclaiming God’s Word.”

When his text didn’t 
reach the convention 
floor,	 Mitzenmacher	
sought a Resolution 2 
amendment adding some 
of his language express-
ing opposition to what he 
considers political efforts 
to	 “stifle	 the	 religious	
liberty of Southern Bap-
tists.” His amendment 
failed.

When he asked about 
his own resolution, the 
“response I got back was 
that the resolution com-
mittee believed that the 
broader issue of religious 
liberty was better ad-
dressed in Resolution 2,” 
he noted in a Founders 
Ministries podcast about 
the	convention.	The	final	
religious-liberty resolu-
tion was “clearly focused 
on condemning Chris-
tians trying to use the 
government to create a 
state religion of Christi-
anity -- whereas my reso-
lution was talking about 
the state trying to in-
fringe upon the religious 
liberty of Christians.”

While tensions are 

high heading into the 
2024 presidential contest, 
Mitzenmacher said that 
he does not believe that 
there are serious threats 
to create a theocracy in 
America.

“Just taking a step 
back and being very 
pragmatic,” he said, “I’m 
not aware of a Christian 
prince on the ballot.”

Terry Mattingly is Se-
nior Fellow on Commu-
nications and Culture at 
Saint Constantine Col-
lege in Houston. He lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see, and writes Rational 
Sheep, a Substack news-
letter on faith and mass 
media

Saturday, June 29, 
2024

“Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass 
away.” (Matthew 24:35 
AKJV)

God always keeps His 
Word. Put your faith in 
Him.
Sunday, June 30, 2024

“Therefore be you also 
ready: for in such an hour 
as you think not the Son 
of man comes.” (Matthew 
24:44 AKJV)

Jesus is coming back. 
Get ready. Commit your 
life to Him before it is too 
late.
Monday, July 1, 2024
“Watch and pray, that 

you enter not into temp-
tation: the spirit indeed 
is	 willing,	 but	 the	 flesh	
is weak.” (Matthew 26:41 

AKJV)
Be spiritually alert. We 

are in a spiritual battle.
Tuesday, July 2, 2024
“Then shall he say 

also to them on 
the left hand, 
Depart from 
me, you cursed, 
into everlasting 
fire,	prepared	for	
the devil and his 
angels:” (Matthew 
25:41 AKJV)

These are the words of 
Jesus. Hell is real. Get 
saved now before it is too 
late. Give your life to Je-
sus today.

Wednesday, July 3, 
2024

“Behold, the eye of 
the LORD is on them 
that fear him, on them 
that hope in his mercy;” 
(Psalms 33:18 AKJV)

Amen! It’s great to be a 
child of God.
Thursday, July 4, 2024

“Then Moses stood in the 
gate of the camp, and 

said, Who is on the 
LORD’s side? let 
him come to me. 
And all the sons 
of Levi gath-

ered themselves 
together to him.” 

(Exodus 32:26 AKJV)
Are you on the Lord’s 

side? Stand up and be 
counted.

Friday, July 5, 2024
“By the word of the 

LORD were the heavens 
made; and all the host 
of them by the breath of 
his mouth.” (Psalms 33:6 
AKJV)

God is the Creator and 
Sustainer of the universe. 
Worship Him.
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Here’s Your 
Sign!

We can fill it for you.

Call Keith or Debbie,

719-589-2553

By CHASE 
WOODRUFF

Colorado Newsline
Colorado Gov. Jared 

Polis did not answer di-
rectly when asked Fri-
day whether he agreed 
with a growing chorus of 
voices in the Democratic 
Party that say Presi-
dent Joe Biden should 
withdraw from the 2024 
presidential race.

Biden’s demeanor in 
Thursday’s first presi-
dential debate, during 
which the president’s 
answers were raspy and 
at times confused, reig-
nited widespread con-
cerns among Democrats 
about his age and his 
fitness for a bruising re-
election battle against 
former President Don-
ald Trump, who turned 
in a combative debate 
performance that relied 
on repeated falsehoods 
and conspiracy theo-
ries.

In a brief interview 
following his appear-
ance on a panel at the 

Aspen Ideas Festival 
early Friday, Polis was 
noncommittal when 
asked about the calls for 
Biden to step aside, say-
ing that he had “been 
very critical of Donald 
Trump’s agenda for the 
country.”

“I focus on the issues, 
and I think (Trump’s) 
tariff plan would be 
devastating,” Polis, a 
Democrat, said. “The 
fact that he still openly 
talks about retribution 
is scary and un-Amer-
ican. So I think that 
that’s an important con-
trast that we need to 
drive home to the people 
of our country.”

Polis was asked by 
a Newsline reporter 
whether, given what he 
and many others view 
as the high stakes of 
the 2024 election, Biden 
was the best messenger 
for the Democratic Par-
ty’s agenda.

“I think it takes all of 
us as messengers, to re-
ally highlight the dan-

gers of a second Trump 
presidency,” he said 
before ending the inter-
view.

At least two Colorado 
Democratic elected offi-
cials joined those calling 
for Biden to step aside in 
the aftermath of Thurs-
day’s debate. In a social 
media post, state Rep. 
David Ortiz of Littleton 
wrote that Biden’s per-
formance was “really re-
ally really bad.”

“We say it’s the most 
important election of 
our lifetimes, but if we 
don’t at least consider 
another candidate, then 
do we even mean it?” 
Ortiz asked.

“We need a new nomi-
nee,” wrote state Rep. 
Javier Mabrey of Denver 
in another post. “There 
is far too much on the 
line in this election. We 
can’t convincingly make 
the case to voters that 
Trump winning is an 
existential threat to our 
democracy if we stay on 
this path.”

By ASHLEY MURRAY
Colorado Newsline

WASHINGTON — A 
former Pennsylvania 
police officer who joined 
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack 
on the U.S. Capitol that 
delayed the certifica-
tion of the 2020 presi-
dential election results 
cannot be charged with 
obstructing an official 
proceeding unless a low-
er court finds otherwise, 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled Friday.

The ruling throws into 
question the cases of 
potentially hundreds of 
Jan. 6 defendants who 
faced the same charge 
as well as a portion of 
Department of Justice 
special counsel Jack 
Smith’s four-count in-
dictment alleging for-
mer President Donald 
Trump schemed to over-
turn the 2020 presiden-
tial election.

But Attorney General 
Merrick Garland said 
following the ruling 
that he anticipates the 
decision will not affect 
the “vast majority” of 
Jan. 6 cases.

In a 6-3 opinion, the 
justices, led by Chief 
Justice John Roberts, 
wrote that the charge 
Fischer faces — a sub-
section of an early 2000s 
obstruction law — can 
only be applied to tam-
pering with physical re-
cords.

“To prove a violation 
of Section 1512(c)(2), 
the Government must 
establish that the de-
fendant impaired the 
availability or integrity 
for use in an official pro-
ceeding of records, docu-
ments, objects, or as we 

earlier explained, other 
things used in the pro-
ceeding, or attempted to 
do so,” Roberts wrote.

“The judgment of the 
D.C. Circuit is therefore 
vacated, and the case 
is remanded for further 
proceedings consistent 
with this opinion,” Rob-
erts wrote.

Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson delivered a con-
curring opinion.

Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett, joined by Jus-
tices Sonia Sotomayor 
and Elena Kagan, dis-
sented.  

The ruling has the 
potential to affect more 
than 355 Jan. 6 defen-
dants who were charged 
with the same felony 
statute, which carries a 
fine and not more than 
20 years in prison.

Dozens, including 
leaders of the extrem-
ist Proud Boys and Oath 
Keepers, have already 
been sentenced on the 
charge, according to the 
Department of Justice.

The case, Fischer v. 
United States, centered 
on whether Jan. 6 defen-
dant Joseph W. Fischer 
broke the obstruction 
law when he joined the 
mob that breached the 
U.S. Capitol and de-
layed Congress, and 
Vice President Mike 
Pence, from certifying 
the 2020 presidential 
election results that 
declared Democrat Joe 
Biden the winner.

Trump also faces the 
obstruction charge as 
part of his four-count 
federal indictment that 
alleges he worked with 
others to overturn the 
election results in seven 

states, pressured Pence 
to join him and whipped 
his base into a frenzy 
that culminated in the 
Jan. 6 attack.

Trump will almost 
certainly challenge the 
charge, as his legal team 
has already argued he is 
completely immune to 
it.

Trump attorneys D. 
John Sauer and William 
Owen Scharf did not re-
spond to an emailed re-
quest for comment.

Rather, Trump’s 2024 
campaign spokesman 
Steven Cheung respond-
ed to the email with a 
link to Trump’s post on 
his social media plat-
form Truth Social. The 
post, published at 11:41 
a.m. Friday, read “BIG 
WIN!”

The cases against 
those who participated 
in the Jan. 6 riot have 
become a rallying cry 
for Republicans leading 
up to the 2024 presi-
dential election. Trump, 
the GOP’s presumed 
nominee, has repeatedly 
promised to pardon the 
defendants.

U.S. House Speaker 
Mike Johnson of Loui-
siana told reporters Fri-
day that the Supreme 
Court decision “says, 
effectively, the court 
agrees that a number 
of the defendants in the 
January 6 proceedings 
have been overcharged.”

“And that is something 
that I also think many 
people have recognized 
for some time, and now 
the highest court in the 
land has declared that 
to be so,” Johnson said 
during a wide-ranging 
press conference.

U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling on obstruction 

law helps cases of 
Jan. 6 defendants

Colorado Gov. Polis 
noncommittal on calls 
for Biden to step aside
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(METRO) – There’s no 
shortage of ways to im-
part	flavor	to	foods	when	
cooking at home. Smok-
ing food is one method 
that has grown increas-
ingly popular in recent 
years. 

Smoking imparts 
unique	 flavor	 to	 a	 wide	
variety	 of	 foods.	 Like	
other approaches to cook-
ing,	 smoking	 involves	 a	
learning	 curve	 that	 may	
include some trial and 
error. Grilling enthusi-
asts who want to try their 
hand at smoking food can 
keep these tips in mind.

• Remember the man-
tra	 “low	 and	 slow.”	 Low	
and slow is the preferred 
method among cooks ex-
perienced in smoking. 
The	 method	 involves	
cooking foods at low tem-
peratures for long periods 
of time. When smoking, 
unlike with traditional 
grilling, cooks want to en-
sure the food is not direct-
ly	over	a	flame.	Smoking	
stones can be used to ab-
sorb	and	deflect	heat,	and	
similar products can ac-
complish the same. That 
absorption	and	deflection	
allows foods to cook slow-
ly, which in turns helps 
impart	 the	 smoky	 flavor	
people	love.

• Consider adding wa-
ter to create moisture. 
A water pan inside the 
smoker can ensure foods 
remain moist while smok-
ing.	 Long	 cooking	 times	
can dry foods out, but the 
water in a water pan can 
make	 the	 environment	
inside the grill more hu-
mid.

•	Add	flavor	with	wood.	
Seasoned wood chunks 
and wood chips can add 
flavor	 to	 foods,	 and	 such	
products are readily 
available	at	many	grocery	
stores	and	home	improve-
ment retailers. Choice of 
chunk or chips depends 
on which type of smoker 
individuals	 have.	 The	
grilling experts at Weber 
advise	 using	 chips	 when	
light smoking for less 
than an hour. If smoking 
for an hour or more, We-
ber	advises	using	chunks.

• Consider accessoriz-
ing an existing grill. 

METRO photo

Smoking is a popular way 
to cook foods over an 
open flame. Smoking may 
involve some initial trial 
and error, but the results 
are well worth navigat-
ing one’s way through the 
learning curve.

Smoking food for beginners

Smokers or grills that 
can accommodate smok-
ing	can	be	expensive,	and	
cooks	 who	 already	 have	
reliable charcoal or gas 
grills may not be able to 
justify	 such	 an	 invest-
ment. In such instances, 
smoker boxes, which sit 
right on an existing grill 
grate and make it easy 
to transform grills into 
makeshift smokers, can 
do the trick. In addition, 
smoker attachments that 
can be attached to gas 
and charcoal grills can 
enable	 a	 less	 expensive	
introduction to smoking 
foods.

• Monitor tempera-
tures. Temperature is 
important when smoking 
foods. If temperatures 
rise too quickly, foods 
can quickly become dry 
and	 overcooked.	 If	 tem-
peratures do not rise, 
foods can sit on the grill 
for hours on end. Each 
recipe is unique and will 
suggest an ideal temper-
ature range when cook-
ing foods slow. That may 
require staying home 
and monitoring the grill 
temperature, periodi-
cally	 adjusting	 vents	 to	
maintain a steady tem-
perature. Many smok-
ers now enable users to 
monitor	temperatures	via	
a smartphone app, and 
those can be useful for 
cooks who cannot stick 
around the house for the 
duration of the smoking.

METRO photo

Grilling is a wildly popular summer pastime. Ensuring 
grills are clean prior to cooking can make foods more 
flavorful and decrease the risk of illness.

Tips to clean your grill
(METRO) – Millions of 

people across the globe 
have	 a	 passion	 for	 grill-
ing.	Cooking	over	an	open	
flame	 imparts	 a	 unique	
flavor	to	a	variety	of	foods,	
and	 that	 profile	 can	 be	
augmented with mari-
nades, wood chips and a 
host of other tweaks that 
help to create a delicious 
finished	product.

Though many people 
grill throughout the year, 
this particular method of 
cooking is most popular 
in summer, when welcom-
ing temperatures compel 
cooks to prepare meals 
outdoors. As grilling sea-
son kicks into high gear, 
grillmasters can embrace 
these strategies to ensure 
their grills remain clean.

• Clean after each use. 
Once food is cooked, cooks’ 
minds immediately shift to 
eating. But cleaning a grill 
immediately after each 
use can make it easier to 
remove	all	the	debris	that	
can gather as foods cook. 
Fat, grease, melted cheese, 
marinades, and other sub-
stances can accumulate on 
the	grill	over	time.	Though	
grillmasters can eat before 
cleaning their grills, keep 
the	 fire	 going	 until	 after	
eating	(vents	can	be	slight-
ly closed to reduce the heat 
somewhat), then scrape 
food and other debris off 
the grill. Grates that are 
still warm are easier to 
clean, but use heat-proof 
grilling	gloves	when	clean-
ing warm or hot grates to 
reduce burn risk.

• Oil the grates before 
cooking. A light coating of 

oil brushed onto the grill 
grates prior to cooking 
can reduce the likelihood 
that food sticks to the grill 
while it’s being cooked. 
Food stuck to a grill can 
be	difficult	to	remove,	but	
the oil can reduce the like-
lihood that ground beef 
from burgers or chicken 
breasts will stick to the 
cooking surface.

• Deep clean the grill 
every	so	often.	Grill	grates	
may not need a deep clean 
after each use, particularly 
when only preparing food 
for a handful of people. 
However,	 a	 deep	 cleaning	
every	 so	 often,	 and	 after	
heavy	 usage	 during	 back-
yard barbecues, can re-
move	debris	that	can	accu-
mulate and pose a health 
risk	over	time.	Follow	the	
grill manufacturer’s in-
structions regarding clean-
ing the grill. Some might 
suggest traditional dish 
soap	like	Palmolive	is	safe	
to use, while others might 
recommend particular 
soaps that can protect the 
long-term life of the grill. 
Cast-iron grill grates gen-

erally should not air dry, 
so dry these parts off im-
mediately after cleaning.

• Use the right tools. 
Steel grill brushes are pop-
ular, but these cleaning 
tools can be unsafe. Steel 
brush bristles can break 
off	 during	 vigorous	 clean-
ing sessions, and they may 
get stuck on the grill dur-
ing the cleaning process. 
If stuck on the grill, steel 
bristles can easily attach 
to food. The cooking ex-
perts at Epicurious note 
that steel brush bristles 
can cause throat and/or 
abdominal issues if con-
sumed.	 Alternatives	 to	
steel bristle grill brushes 
are	 widely	 available,	 but	
grillmasters should know 
that some, including ny-
lon brushes, should not be 
applied to a grill until its 
grates	have	cooled	off.

• Clean all components. 
Grease traps, ash pans 
and the interior of the grill, 
including its sides and the 
inside of lids, can be peri-
odically cleaned to reduce 
grease buildup and the 
risk of exposure to germs.

Online - www.alamosanews.com
719-589-2553

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa



Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. 
His handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

ALAMOSA PARKS AND 
RECREATION BASEBALL/

SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
12-14 Baseball

At Ortega Middle School 
south field
TUESDAY

Alamosa at Salida (2), 
4 p.m.

12-14 girls softball
At Lee Field #1

TUESDAY
Sanford vs. Alamosa (2), 

6 p.m.

9-11 baseball
At Cole Park

TUESDAY
Pirates vs. Cubs, 5 p.m.
Angels vs. Rockies, 6:15 

p.m.
Red Sox vs. Dodgers, 

7:30 p.m.

9-11 girls softball
At Lee Field #3

TUESDAY
Battitudes vs. Ace of 

Bases, 6 p.m.

7-8 coed machine pitch
At Sunset Field

WEDNESDAY
Longhorns vs. Predators, 

5:30 p.m. (southwest)
L i t t l e  R a s c a l s  v s . 

Thunderdogs, 5:30 p.m. 
(northeast)

Bat Busters vs. Sliders, 
6:30 p.m. (northeast)

Co-ed Tee-ball
At Tee-ball field

MONDAY
Rug Rats vs. Little Giants, 

5:30 p.m. (north field)

Outlaws vs. Sandhogs, 
5:30 p.m. (south field)

Little Hitters vs. Wolfpack, 
6:30 p.m. (south field)

Coed Leisure softball
At Lee Field

MONDAY
War Turtles vs. CRP Dust 

Devils, 7 p.m. (Field 1)
Cutthroats  vs .  The 

Undertakers, 7 p.m. (Field 2)
Where My pitches At vs. 

SOS Misfits, 7 p.m. (Field 4)
Steel Line vs. Bros Before 

Throws, 8 p.m. (Field 1)
Top Notch vs. The Dirty 

Dozen, 8 p.m. (Field 2)
La Puente Homers vs. 

Battitudes, 8 p.m. (Field 4)
Livingstone Trucking vs. 

All Valley Towing, 9 p.m. 
(Field 1)

WOLO vs. Battitudes, 9 
p.m. (Field 2)

B o m b  S q u a d  v s . 
Tandberg’s Angels, 9 p.m. 
(Field 4)
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Del Norte Rotary tourney 

is July 19
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tournament will take place on July 
19 at the Rio Grande Club and Resort 
in South Fork.

The entry fee is $130 per person and 
a lunch will be provided.

It will be a four-person scramble with 
a 9 a.m. shotgun start.

Registrations are preregistration only. 
The deadline to register is July 12.

To register or for more information, go 
to mike@truelocalbank.com.

Madyson Schliep named 

ASU Sports Information 

Director
ALAMOSA - Adams 

State Universities Athletic 
Director Katelyn Smith 
announced the hiring 
of Madyson Schliep as 
the Sports Information 
Director last Tuesday.  

“We are so excited to 

welcome Madyson to our 
department! She brings 
great energy and she will 
be essential in taking our 
department to the next 
level in promoting both 
our student athletes and 
programs,” Smith said. 

For  the  past  two 

seasons, Schliep served 

as the Athletic Marketing 
Graduate Assistant with 
RMAC foe  Chadron 
State. Through her role, 
Schliep assisted with 
social media coverage 
and content creation for 
all twelve sports, and 
game day operations 
including statistical 
software, graphic design, 
and writing articles. 

During her time at 

Chadron State, Schliep 
served as the Digital 
Content Editor for the 
Student Newspaper, 
The Eagle. Creating and 

growing all social media, 
copy editing, and being a 
contributing writer in the 
opinion section. 

A native of Grand Island, 

Neb., Schliep received a 

Master’s in Organizational 

Management with a 

Sports and Recreation 

option from Chadron State 

College in 2024 and a B.A. 

in Sports and Recreation 

Management in 2022, 

where	she	was	a	five-year	
member of the track and 

field	team

Online registration now 

open for Manassa Pioneer 

Days 5K
Contributed

MANASSA – Area runners are 
encouraged to register in advance for 
the Manassa Pioneer Days 5K to avoid 
waiting in line on race day.

The Pioneer Days 5K, hailed as 
southern Colorado’s longest-running 
road race – and one of its largest – will 
take place on July 20 beginning at 8 a.m. 
The	start	and	finish	lines	are	adjacent	
to Jack Dempsey Park.

Registration is available online until 
July 18 at https://runsignup.com/Race/
CO/Manassa/PioneerDays5K, or at bit.
lyLetsGoRunMHK. The race fee is $20.

Race	 officials	 encourage	 runners	 to	
register online to help make the race-day 
experience go more smoothly. Those who 
register in advance cane pick up their 
race packet in Jack Dempsey Park during 
the afternoon of July 19, or between 7-8 

a.m. on July 20.
In-person registration will also be 

available in Jack Dempsey Park from 
1-5 p.m. on July 19, and at 7 a.m. on 
race day.

The 47th Annual Manassa Pioneer Days 
5K will be chip timed, with live results 
available at bit.ly/LetsGoRunMHK.

Friday Night PRCA Rodeo
July 12, 7:00  p.m.

Saturday Night PRCA Rodeo
July 13, 7:00  p.m. 

Sunday Matinee PRCA Rodeo
July 14, 2:00  p.m. 

July 11-14, 2024
Monte Vista, Colorado

Wynonna Judd
with special guest Max McNown 

presented by: Plant Nutrient 
Solutions and Summit Gold

July 11 • 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

Western Trick Ropers
Rider & Bethany Kiesner

Performing at all rodeo events

Nightly Dances with Live Music July 11-13 Specialty Act - Sponsored by San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Rodeo 
performances 

sponsored 
by Pepper 

Equipment 
Company
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Resolution to Declare a Vacancy
Be it resolved that the Board of Education of South Conejos School 
District accepts the resignation of Louise Gallegos from the Board of 
Education at the Special School Board meeting effective June 24, 
2024, and
Be it further resolved that, in accordance with state law, the Board 
declares a vacancy in this school director’s office that will be filled 
by appointment by the Board within 60 days in accordance with the 
following procedure:
1. Interested persons are invited to send a letter to the Board with a 
statement of interest and
qualifications by July 31, 2024. Letters can be submitted to vlopez@
southconejos.com.
2. The Board will interview prospective candidates at a work session 
on August 6, 2024.
3. To be eligible for appointment, a candidate must be a registered 
elector of the school district for at least 12 consecutive months and a 
resident of the district.
4. The appointee will serve the remainder of the unexpired term.
No. 4007.
Published in the Valley Courier on June 26, 28, 29, July 2, & 3, 2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Costilla County Planning Commission 
will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. 
400 Gasper St. San Luis CO. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider the following: 
Limited Impact Review Application for a baseball field fencing project 
by Blanca/Fort Garland Metropolitan District in Fort Garland, on High-
way 159, Costilla County, Colorado. 
No. 4009.
Published in the Valley Courier on June 28, 29, July 2, 3, & 5, 2024.

CHR ISTIAN [OR-
THODOX] GENTLE-
MAN seeking a wife in 
Covenant Marriage, by 
way of Christian Dating. 
I’m in my 70’s, well-
looking, good health 
and never married/NO 
Baggage! [I was seeking 
“first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteous-
ness.”] I am a small-
scale gifted Preacher/
Minister, College Grad 
Plus, and well-Traveled. 
I am NOT Comput-
erized, with a simple 
phone and voice mail 
Only! After Military 
Service [Active 5 yrs.] 
I worked predominately 
in Agriculture – hands 
on; so I am rural, agrar-
ian by choice, and a 
homeowner in N.M. 
Looking for a mature 
Lady of like precious 
Faith (NON-Denomina-
tional). I appreciate Hik-
ing, camping, Birding 
and Real Christian Fel-
lowship- [I believe the 
Holy Bible-KJV-unto 
Salvation.]  Please write 
if interested and we can 
meet at a church or café 
in Alamosa or elsewhere 
in the Southwest. May 
God be with you in this 
I Pray. Sincerely in JE-
SUS LORD of ALL 
Gerald CRILLY POB. 
253 Tres Piedras, N.M. 
87577   (7/5/24)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(7/24/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Fu l l-Time CUSTO -
DIAN. All candidates 
must pass background 
checks. Applications 
can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (7/10/24)

EDUCATION MAN-
AG E R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  S TA R T  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, 
experience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood devel-
opment and ECE re-
ports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call the 
office at 719-759-9259. 
(7/31/24)

FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START is 
looking for a highly mo-
tivated FAMILY SER-
VICES MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
strong interpersonal and 
communication skills. 
Required to have a de-
gree, certificate or cre-
dential in social work, 
human services, family 
services, or counseling 
related field at hire or 
within 18 months of 
hire. This position works 
closely with our families 
to help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if bi-
lingual (English/Span-
ish). Applications can be 
picked up at the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions, 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (7/31/24)

 

R A N C H / F A R M 
HELP; PART-TIME. 
719-274-0380, (8/2/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
COACH. The salary 
for this position will 
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Extra Duty 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties, by July 9, 2024, 
or until the position is 
filled. For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (7/17/24)

THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
OFFICER. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
cer tif ied; will ing to 
submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Salary 
starting at $48,500.00 
depending on experi-
ence. The Town of La 
Jara offers an excellent 
benefit package that in-
cludes vision, dental and 
medical insurance, PTO 
and paid holidays. Ap-
plications may be picked 
up at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway; call 719-
274-5363 for more infor-
mation. (7/19/24)

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT is accepting ap-
plications for the 2024-
25 school year for (1) LA 
JARA ELEMENTARY 
T E AC H E R.  Appl i -
cants must hold a cur-
rent Colorado Teaching 
License or be able to 
obtain proper endorse-
ment. For information 
on how to apply visit 
www.northconejos.com 
employment center or 
you may pick up an ap-
plication at the District 
Administration Office, 
17887 US Hwy 285, LA 
JARA, CO  81140. Sub-
mit application to central 
office or email to rmc-
carroll@northconejos.
com. EOE. (7/5/24)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
has openings for the 
fol lowing posit ions: 
S C H O O L  C O U N -
SELOR; K-12 MU-
SIC TEACHER; MS 
FOOTBALL; HS BOYS 
& GIRLS BASKET-
BALL; NUTRITION 
STAFF. Please contact 
Dave Crews for more in-
formation 719-420-1422 
or Jenna Mondragon at 
719-717-0871. (7/24/24)

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tion: HIGH SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL. Applicant 
must possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Principal or Administra-
tor’s License. Minimum 
of five (5) years of ex-
perience in teaching/ 
administration, with a 
minimum of three (3) 
years in school leader-
ship status. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/  For more 
information, contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(6/29/24)

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for the 2024-2025 
School Year at ALA-
MOSA TRANSPORTA-
TION, BUS DRIVERS. 
Applicants must obtain 
a CDL with Class “B” 
with S&P endorsement, 
training available. Ap-
plications are available 
online at http://alamo-
saschools.org. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (6/29/24)
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

Parking Spaces For Rent

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 8TH GRADE 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
(ELA) TEACHER.  A 
complete list of desired 
qualifications and expe-
rience is posted on the 
district website. Monte 
Vista School District op-
erates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competi-
tive salary and an ex-
cellent benefit package 
including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
HSA match, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties  by July 2, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled.   For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (7/9/24)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT has the follow-
ing openings for the 
24-25 school year: K-12 
PE; HS SCIENCE; K-12 
PRINCIPAL. Send in-
quiries/resumes to Mr. 
Stagner @ Stagnerb@
valley.k12.co.us or call 
719-655-2578. (7/10/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for the follow-
ing positions: a Middle 
School 8TH GRADE 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
TEACHER (with an 
EMPH ASIS on US 
H I S T O RY )  a n d  a 
Middle School 8TH 
GR A DE SCI ENCE 
TEACHER. A com-
plete l ist of desired 
qualifications and ex-
perience for each posi-
tion is posted on the 
district website. The 
District operates on a 
4-day week (Monday 
– Thursday) and offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, HSA match, and 
life coverage. The sala-
ries for these positions 
will be paid from the 
current MVSD Teacher 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportuni-
ties page. Placement on 
the salary schedule will 
be determined by edu-
cation and experience 
at time of hire. Applica-
tions may be submitted 
through our online em-
ployment application 
https://www.pirates.
monte.k12.co.us/em-
ploymentopportunities  
by June 27, 2024 or 
until the positions are 
filled. For application 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(7/3/24)

R G C D F S  /  D E L 
NORTE HEAD START 
is seeking applications 
for the following po-
sitions: ECC COACH 
- BA and experience 
required; TEACHER 
ASSISTA N TS;  a nd 
R E C E P T I O N I S T. 
Positions will remain 
open until filled.  Send 
resumes to donnama-
r ie5659@gmai l.com 
or rgcdfs@gmail.com. 
(6/29/24)

FULL-TIME FARM 
HAND Wanted - CO-
O R S  R E S E A R C H 
FA R M ,  C E N T E R . 
All season farm work 
including upkeep of 
yard and work at the 
elevator. Experience 
preferred. Must be at 
least 21 years old and 
have your own trans-
portation. Must be able 
to pass drug test, back-
ground, and reference 
checks. $18-20/hour 
DOE. Please send your 
resume to lwagner@
excelpersonnel.com. 
(6/29/24)

BUSINESS MANAG-
ER: ADAMS STATE 
U N I V E R S I T Y  i s 
seeking a BUSINESS 
MANAGER for the DE-
PARTMENT OF ATH-
LETICS.  The Business 
Manager posit ion is 
Full-time and includes 
managing all aspects of 
fiscal responsibility and 
day to day operations 
for coaches and ath-
letic department staff. 
Please send application 
to: athletics@adams.edu 
(7/3/24)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL is seeking 
DIRECTOR of STU-
DENT BEHAVIOR, 
ATHLETIC DIREC-
TOR, and SCHOOL 
SAFETY MANAGE-
MENT for the upcom-
ing 2024-2025 school 
year. Submit completed 
application to Mr. Kevin 
Jones, Superintendent by 
email to: kjones@sierra-
grandeschool.net. Appli-
cations are available at 
the District office, 17523 
Hwy. 160, Blanca, CO 
81123 or online at www.
sierragrandeschool.net. 
Effective managerial, 
supervisory, and human 
relations skills, and com-
puter skills. For more in-
formation, please contact 
Mr. Kevin Jones at 719-
379-3259. Position open 
until filled. EOE. This 
institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
(7/17/24)

P O W E R  Z O N E 
EQUIPMENT is look-
ing to hire a Full-Time 
CERTIFIED ELECTRI-
CIAN with a MASTER 
ELECTRICIAN’S LI-
CENSE. Pay range of 
$30-$40/hr with benefits 
package. Deadline to ap-
ply 7/3/24. Send resume 
to greg@powerzone.com 
or call 719-754-1981 to 
apply. (7/9/24)

MECHANIC: JT TIM-
BER FALLING is hir-
ing a full-time HEAVY 
E Q U I P M E N T  a n d 
TRUCK MECHANIC in 
BLANCA, CO. $25-$45/
hr depending on experi-
ence. Monday – Friday 
schedule. Benefits are 
available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit jttimber.
com to apply. (7/17/24)
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Classifieds

614 - MOBILE HOMES

FOR RENT

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

350 - FARM 

EQUIPMENT

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

520 - 

CAMPING

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

341 - GARAGE 

SALE

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

525 - 

GUNS

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

T OW N  O F  D E L 
NORTE MUNICIPAL 
COURT CLERK. Town 
of Del Norte is hiring 
PART-TIME Munici-
pal Court Clerk. High 
school graduate or GED 
equivalent and two 
years of office, legal, 
and court clerical. Will 
work closely with Town 
municipal judge for op-
erations and procedures 
of the municipal court 
system. With knowl-
edge of legal termi-
nology and practices. 
Oversees and maintains 
the court dockets, re-
cords of all pending 
and disposed cases, and 
ensures accurate and 
updated information. 
All administrative and 
technical duties in sup-
port of municipal court. 
Send resume to Town 
of Del Norte -Attention 
Town Clerk. Resumes 
may be submitted by 
email to delnorte1860@
outlook.com or mailed 
to Del Norte Town Hall 
140 Spruce Street, Del 
Norte, Co 81132. EOE. 
(7/17/24)

THE SLV LANDFILL 
is accepting applica-
tions for a PART-TIME 
SCALE CLERK. Re-
qui res work ing the 
front office, waiting on 
customers, weighing 
loads, processing credit 
cards, cash transac-
tions, cleans and main-
tains the office. Also, 
fill in for Office As-
sistant as needed. Must 
be willing to work in 
all types of weather 
and be able to work a 
fluctuating schedule in-
cluding alternating Sat-
urday’s. Position open 
until filled. $16.00 per 
hour 20-30 hours per 
week. Applications can 
be mailed to officeman-
ager@slvlandfill.com or 
returned to the office.  
Download the applica-
tion at slvlandfill.com. 
(7/2/24)

VALLEY EDUCA-
T O R S  C R E D I T 
U N ION is  accept-
ing applications for a 
TELLER/MEMBER 
SERVICE REPRE-
SENTATIVE. Success-
ful candidate should 
have excellent commu-
nication and customer 
service skills, ability 
to listen, follow direc-
tions and identify the 
needs of others. They 
should possess a posi-
tive, friendly attitude, 
integrity, be a team 
player and ability to 
multi-task.  Prior teller 
experience is a plus. To 
apply, email résumé to 
laura@vecuslv.com or 
stop by our office at 910 
Main Street in ALA-
MOSA to pick-up an 
application. VECU has 
been serving the SLV 
community for over 60 
years and is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
(6/29/24)

COME BE A part of 
the growing CENTEN-
NIAL R-1 TEAM! We 
are seeking applications 
for a SECONDARY 
MATH TEACHER, 
TRANSPORTATION 
DI R ECTOR, PR E -
SCHOOL PARAPRO-
FESSIONAL, PART-
TIME CUSTODIAN, 
R E G U L A R  B U S 
ROUTE or ACTIVITY 
BUS DRIVER, and a 
VARIETY OF SUB-
STITUTES. Positions 
will remain open until 
filled. Each position 
has unique responsi-
bilities, yet all require 
the same application 
process. Please submit a 
resume, three letters of 
recommendation, per-
tinent transcripts, and 
a background check/
valid CDE license with 
an application. Submit 
applications through 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onl ineapp or email 
kimba.rael@centen-
nial.k12.co.us. All full-
time positions qual-
ify for a competitive 
benefits package and 
sa la r y  as  out l i ned 
through our Master 
Agreement, which is 
available at centennial.
k12.co.us. The start-
ing pay range for certi-
fied staff is $36,872 to 
$49,509; 9-month staff 
is $20,613 - $26.205; 
and 12-month staff is 
$29,812-$33,354; route/
activity driver pay is 
based on route/mileage; 
substitute pay is $120/
day. We are doing great 
things in SAN LUIS; 
it’s the perfect time to 
join our team. (7/3/24) 

DI R ECTOR FOR 
I N F A N T  C A R E 
C E N T E R  n e e d e d 
at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. Please sub-
mit your application 
and resume to: Aaron 
Hor rocks, Super in-
tendent, at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO, 81132, or call at 
719-657-4040, x4000. 
Applications may be 
retrieved on-line at ur-
tigers.co or at the Dis-
trict Office. (7/3/24)

THE CITY OF MON-
TE VISTA is seeking 
qualified applicants for 
position of POLICE 
OFFICER. Applicants 
must be POST certified 
as a Colorado Police 
Officer. Selected ap-
plicants must be able 
to pass physical, physi-
ological evaluations, 
pre-employment drug 
test and extensive back-
ground check. Must be 
able to work all shifts. 
Starting hourly rate 
$21.50 – 22.75, DOE. A 
$5,000 hiring bonus is 
available with a signed 
two-year commitment. 
Application and com-
plete job description 
may be found at https://
cityofmontevista.colo-
rado.gov/government/
departments/human-
resources  Open until 
filled. (7/3/24)
R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hiring!  
Available full-time po-
sitions with competitive 
pay and benefits in-
clude: ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE APPRAISER 
TRAINEE; PUBLIC 
H EA LT H N U RSE; 
ROAD & BRIDGE 
EQUIPMENT OPER-
ATOR; SHERIFF’S 
O F F I C E  D E T E N -
T I O N / D I S PAT C H 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice DETENTION/DIS-
PATCH SERGEANT 
a n d  C O R P O R A L; 
Sheriff’s Office ROAD 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice JAIL COOK; SO-
CIAL SERVICES LE-
GAL TECHNICIAN 
MANAGER. Benefits 
include medical, retire-
ment, and paid time-
off. Visit www.riogran-
decounty.org for details 
including applications 
and job descriptions 
or pickup at Human 
Resources: 925 6th St., 
Rm. 200, DEL NORTE, 
CO. (7/26/24)

AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROVI DER 
needed at  the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
150 days  per  yea r 
which includes a l l 
days that teachers are 
at school. Applicants 
must have a high school 
diploma and experience 
working with young 
ch i ld ren is  a plus! 
Please submit your ap-
plication and resume 
to: Aaron Horrocks, 
Superintendent, at 950 
French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-
line at urtigers.co or 
at the District Office. 
(7/3/24)

LEA D TEACH ER 
FOR INFANT CARE 
C E N T E R  n e e d e d 
at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. 150 days 
per year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school. Please 
submit your applica-
tion and resume to: 
Aaron Horrocks, Su-
perintendent, at 950 
French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000. Applications 
may be retrieved on-
line at urtigers.co or 
at the District Office. 
(7/3/24)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS/LONG 
TERM SUBS needed 
at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT in DEL 
N O R T E !  C a l l  o r 
email: Sophia at 719-
6 5 7- 4 0 4 0 ,  x4 0 0 0 
(scruz@ur tigers.co) 
for more information, 
go on-line: urtigers.co, 
or stop by the district 
office at: 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO to pick up an ap-
plication. You do not 
have to hold a college 
degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school gradu-
ate and have a substi-
tute license from CDE 
(Colorado Department 
of Education). (7/3/24)

FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. Applicant 
must pass a background 
check and be able to 
work independently, 
be a forward-thinking 
individual with an over-
all team approach to all 
tasks at hand. Appli-
cant must also be able 
to work in all weather 
conditions (snow re-
moval/general land-
scaping). If interested, 
please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co. Applications 
can be retrieved online 
at: www.urtigers.co. 
(7/3/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
caring individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PARA-
E DUCAT O R.  A p -
plicants must have a 
high school diploma 
and prior experience 
working with students 
with special needs is 
preferred.  Please sub-
mit your application 
to Amy Duda, DNES 
Principal at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO 81132; aduda@
urtigers.co; or call at 
719-657-4050.  The 
position will be open 
until filled.  You can 
pick up an application 
at the District Office or 
on-line at urtigers.co. 
(7/3/24)

B U S  D R I V -
ERS NEEDED FOR 
t h e  U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, CDL & 
NON-CDL DRIVERS.  
Will pay for CDL li-
cense and training with 
contract.  Must be able 
to pass a background 
and pre-employment 
drug test.  If interest-
ed, please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co.  Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co. (7/3/24)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained.  
Pay is dependent on pri-
or experience.  Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (7/3/24)

J R / S R  H I G H 
SCHOOL BEHAVIOR 
INTERVENTIONIST 
/ SCHOOL ASSESS-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR, needed at DEL 
NORTE JR/SR HIGH 
SCHOOL for the 2024-
2025 school year. We 
are seeking a hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic 
teaching professional to 
join our dynamic team. 
Applicants must have 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co or contact Annie 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(7/3/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice!! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
H A Y :  G R A S S , 
GRASS/ALFALFA, 
ALFALFA. 3x3 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(7/3/24-monthly)

HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(7/9/24)

THE SAINT JOSEPH 
PARISH is having a 
COMMUNITY YARD 
SALE on Saturday 
June 29 from 8:30AM 
to 2:00PM at OUR 
LADY OF THE VAL-
LEY CHURCH in LA 
JARA. There will be 
lots of items to choose 
from, come and find a 
bargain or a treasure! 
The Knights of Colum-
bus will also be selling 
their tasty hamburgers, 
and delicious home-
made cookies will be 
for sale. (6/29/24)

2005 HESSTON 4910 
BALER New Monitor, 
Preservative Applica-
tor, moisture sensor, ac-
cumulator. Field ready. 
$22,500 OBO 719-850-
1143. (7/13/24)

FIREWORKS FOR 
SALE! Chama, NM. 
All the good stuff. 505-
927-4064. (7/3/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

MALE JACK RUS-
S E L L  T E R R I E R 
puppy. 1st shots. Reg-
istered parents on-site. 
719-480-0000. $500. 
(7/6/24)

10 ACRES OF LAND 
for sale. 3 miles east of 
ANTONITO. Ready to 
build your dream home! 
719-580-5745. (6/29/24)

AC R E AG E  F O R 
SALE - $2,000/ACRE. 
Contact Rick 928-277-
6140. (7/6/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

26’JAYCO CAMPER: 
WELL maintained, 
clean, 14’ slideout, aw-
ning, new tires & bat-
tery, solar AC/heater, 
propane tanks, FULL 
kitchen, bath, & more. 
Reasonable. 719-852-
3735. (7/17/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

R E S I D E N T I A L 
O R  O F F I C E 
S PAC E  F O R  o n e 
person, located in an 
end-unit in a four-plex 
in DEL NORTE. Ap-
proximately 700 sq ft 
with an open entry area, 
separate office or bed-
room, kitchen area, and 
3/4 bath. $800/month, 
inclusive of water and 
sewer. Pets and smok-
ers are not permitted. 
Please call 719-850-
0750. (7/2/24)

CH A R M I NG R E -
MODELED ONE+ 
BE D RO O M,  O N E 
BATH, ONE-PERSON 
unit in a quiet four-plex 
in DEL NORTE. $700/
month, inclusive of wa-
ter and sewer. Pets and 
smokers are not permit-
ted. Call 719-850-0750. 
(7/2/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR rent at 
1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike- 
(719)850-1961. (7/3/24)

REMODELED TWO 
BEDROOM, 1 BATH 
home on a corner lot 
in DEL NORTE. Near 
biking/hiking trail-
head. Pets and smok-
ers are not permitted. 
Please call 719-850-
0750.  $850/month. 
(7/2/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $2150/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available 6/1/24. Con-
tact 719-852-5101 or 
719-852-5350. (7/9/24)

2  B E D R O O M  1 
BATH, nice extended 
unattached garage. Sits 
on FENCED 2 ACRES, 
non-smoking. Close to 
west side of ALAMO-
SA. $850.00 a month 
with $850 deposit, all 
due signing. Available 
July 1st. Call 719-589-
9485. (7/19/24)

1993 BUS, PARTLY 
CONVERTED. Lo-
cated at M&M storage 
on 17 behind Loaf&jug. 
Call for details. 815-
5 4 6 - 2 7 3 4  M a r k . 
(7/17/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My el-
derly father died recently. 
Although he had a variety 
of ailments, including 
heart disease, his death 
was unexpected. He spent 
many years of his life 
trying to save my drug-
addicted, criminal sister 
from herself. Despite 
occasional periods of so-
briety, she has invariably 
returned to her evil ways. 

 Three days before Dad 
passed, he was again 
trying to bail her out 
of a situation involving 
people she knew who 
stole her car. While Dad 
was driving her, she 
lost her temper (again) 
and struck him multiple 
times as my mother (on 
the phone) begged her to 
stop. Dad died a few days 
later, perhaps not from the 
assault, but his body just 
said, “Enough!” 

 My sister is now sink-
ing her teeth into my 
mother like she did my 
dad, and I don’t know what 
to do. I want Mom to cut 
her out of her life before 
this happens again, but 
Mom says, “She’s still my 
daughter.” Please advise. 
-- BETTER SIBLING IN 
NEW JERSEY

 DEAR BETTER SIB-
LING: Your sister IS still 
your mother’s daughter as 
she was her father’s. Point 
out to Mom that in spite of 
all the years your father 
spent bailing your sister 
out, her behavior never 

improved. Often when we 
love someone, our instinct 
is to try to rescue them. 
Unfortunately, as your 
sister’s addiction problem 
has proven, that rarely 
works. 

	Please	find	where	 the	
chapters of Nar-Anon are 
located in your vicinity 
and invite your mother to 
go with you to some of the 
meetings. It is a 12-step 
program for family and 
friends of addicts. You 
can	find	the	 information	
at nar-anon.org. If you do, 
it could save not only your 
sister’s life but also your 
mother’s. 

 DEAR ABBY: I was 
married for 25 years 
before I got divorced. 
We had three children. 
I begged my ex to be a 
better dad, although I 
knew it probably would 
not happen. Currently, he 
has no contact with any of 
them. He alienated them 
for different reasons, and 
his new wife has caused 
some issues. 

 Recently, my youngest 
daughter (who is 36) gave 
birth	for	the	first	time	to	
my new granddaughter. 
She	 had	 a	 very	 difficult	
pregnancy and almost 
died.	 Four	 or	five	 weeks	
after the delivery, she had 
a major blood clot in her 
leg and again almost died. 

 I think her dad should 
be	notified	by	letter.	How-
ever, all of the kids insist 
they want nothing to do 

with him. He has my 
daughters’ phone num-
bers but not my son’s, so 
he could call them. At one 
time, he stated that HE 
doesn’t have any kids, they 
are MINE. What do you 
think? -- LET DOWN IN 
MINNESOTA

 DEAR LET DOWN: 
I think you should stay 
out of this! If your ex 
had wanted anything to 
do with his children, he 
would have been present 
for them. Your children 
are adults now, and they 
are able to decide on their 
own with no help from you 
how they want to conduct 
their lives. Frankly, I have 
a strong hunch that trying 
to involve their father now 
would only bring more 
pain than he has already 
caused.

Drug addiction, violence 
are tearing family apart


