
Saguache Arts Walk

and Hollyhock Festival

set for July 27

— Page 6

Stampede kicks off

with Friday slack

— Page 7

Today's Issue Sponsored By:

SATURDAY EDITION   |   WWW.ALAMOSANEWS.COM VOLUME 98, NO. 112

$1July 13, 2024LOCAL NEWS... LOCAL VIEWS

Record ....................... Page 2

Valley News ............... Page 3

Opinion ...................... Page 4

Religion ..................... Page 5

Sports ........................ Page 6

Lifestyle ......... Pages 7 and 12

Public Notice .............. Page 8

Classifieds ...... Pages 9 and 10 

Comics ...................... Page 11

INSIDEINSIDE

SLV WEATHERSLV WEATHER

SLVSLV
Today!Today!

■ See STAMPEDE page 3

■ See RISSLER page 3

■ See FENCES page 3

■ See FORUM page 3

Visit our website

Slight Chance of 
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Afternoon Showers 
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Fri: Chance of 
Afternoon Showers 

88/51 

US 285 chip 
seal begins 

next week on 
Poncha Pass
CHAFFEE AND SAGUACHE 

COUNTIES — Beginning 
Monday, July 15, the Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
will perform a two-week chip 
seal operation on US Highway 
285 along Poncha Pass. Work 
will take place on an 8-mile 
segment between Saguache 
County Road 57 and Mears 
Junction (Mile Points 113 to 121).  
Motorists will encounter full 
stops, 20 to 30 minute delays 
and will be guided by a pilot car 
through the work zone. 

CDOT reminds motorists 
that following the posted 
speed is  necessar y to 
avoid vehicle damage in 
the chip seal work zone. 
Additionally, traffic entering 
the highway from driveways 
or intersections must wait 
for a flagger or pilot vehicle 
before proceeding. 

CDOT crews will work as 
swiftly as possible to complete 
the sur face treatment; 
however operations are 
weather dependent. 

Community 
Open Classes 

at SLV Fair
M O N T E  V I S T A  – 

Community members can 
exhibit their items at the San 
Luis Valley Fair next month 
via the Community Open 
Classes. People can compete 
in different indoor projects 
like quilting, photography, 
canned goods, leather crafts, 
baked goods, and gardening.

There is no fee, no pre-
registration. Check-in is 
available on Sunday, Aug. 4, 
from 4- 6 p.m. or Monday, 
Aug. 5, from 9-11 a.m.

For more information, 
contact Brandy Meyers at 719-
849-1522 or Janae Naranjo at 
719-480-4212.

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — Colorado De-
partment of Agriculture Com-
missioner Kate Greenberg held 
a forum at the Rio Grande Farm 
Park on July 9 to discuss policy 
and the department.

About 40 farmers, ranchers, 
and others interested in agri-
culture attended the 90-minute 
event. 

Bethany Howell, Director of 
Strategic Outreach and Engage-
ment with CDA, gave a brief 
overview to the audience and 
said the department has part-
nered with the Colorado Farm 
Bureau and Colorado State Uni-
versity Extension in producing 

the feature film, “Legacy: Sto-
ries of healing and hope,” which 
features mental health issues in 
the agricultural community.

After updating the audience 
on agriculture in Colorado, 
Greenberg was asked by the 
Valley Courier to elaborate on 
the film and to address mental 
health in the agricultural com-
munity. In this segment of the 

Colorado Department of Agricul-
ture Commissioner Kate Green-
berg spoke with local ranchers 

and farmers at a public forum the 
CDA hosted at the Rio Grande 

Farm Park in Alamosa on July 9. 

Courier photo by John Waters

Ag Commissioner Greenberg in Alamosa

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA – Jacob Rissler 
accepted the position as Adams 
State University Vice President 
of Advancement. He will begin 
his duties on Aug. 1.

Rissler most recently served as 
the Director of Institutional Ad-
vancement at Mid-Plains Com-
munity College in North Platte, 
Neb. In his role at Adams State, 
Rissler will oversee Public Re-
lations and Marketing, Alumni 
Relations, Development, and the 
Adams State Foundation.

“Mr. Rissler has contagious 
enthusiasm and I believe he will 
make a positive impact at Adams 
State,” noted President David 

Tandberg, Ph.D. “He will make 
a great addition to our executive 
team. Mr. Rissler has the skills 
and vision to move Adams State 
forward. Through his guidance 
the University will strengthen 
marketing efforts, maintain key 
relationships, bring in new re-
sources, and build new partner-
ships.”

In his role at Mid-Plains Com-
munity College, Rissler served 
as the executive director for the 
North Platte Community Col-
lege Foundation, acted as college 
liaison for the McCook College 
Foundation, built and main-
tained strong relationships with 
individuals and industries with 
vested interests in the institu-

tion, developed alumni relations, 
and engaged in community ac-
tivities/service throughout the 
college’s 18 county service area. 
He served as director of devel-
opment for the Chadron State 
Foundation prior to the commu-
nity college position.

“As a premiere Hispanic Serv-
ing Institution, Adams State 
does incredible work supporting 
all students,” Rissler said. “I look 
forward to working closely with 
President Tandberg, and the 
entire Adams State community, 
as we raise awareness of the 
University and strengthen our 
connections across the beautiful 
San Luis Valley and beyond.” 

Courtesy photo

Adams State VP of Advancement 
Jacob Rissler arrives on campus 
August 1, 2024.

Adams State hires VP of Advancement

A continued 
conversation with AG 

Phil Weiser

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — While 

he was in the San Luis 
Valley this week, Colo-
rado Attorney General 
Phil Weiser told the Val-
ley Courier, “I have an 
obligation as the people’s 
lawyer to really listen 
hard and find solutions 
[to problems]. That’s 
what I’ve done in a range 
of other areas and that’s 

what I’m going to do 
here.”

FENCES
Weiser was repeating 

what he had told a large 
group of residents from 
San Luis who had gath-
ered to discuss egregious 
damages and hardship 
caused by a 20-mile 8-foot 
wire grid fence around an 
area known as La Sierra, 
an area of deep, historic 
importance. The fence 
was erected by William 
Harrison, the billionaire 
ranch owner from Texas. 

The fence, people told 
Weiser, is restricting 

the ability of wildlife 
to reach sources of wa-
ter and interfering with 
typical patterns of mi-
gration. Its construction 
also involved the bull-
dozing of a 20-yard-wide 
path through forests and 
habitats, causing further 
harm to wildlife and cre-
ating significant erosion 
that has resulted in large 
deposits of sediment on 
property outside of the 
ranch.

“I have not seen many 
public meetings like I just 
witnessed,” Weiser said. 

Courier photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser listens to Alamosa 
resident, Darrell Cooper, about the Kroger-Albertson merger. 

Youth mental health, mergers and fences

Photo by Brian Williams

Country singing legend Wynonna kicked off the 102nd Ski-Hi Stampede by performing at the an-
nual concert on Thursday in Monte Vista.

Wynonna dazzles on the Stampede stage
Country music legend 
sang many of her hits

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA – Country singing 

legend Wynonna brought that “true 
country bass” to kick off the 102nd an-
nual Ski-Hi Stampede. 

Thursday’s crowd helped themselves 
to the delicious annual Monte Vista Ro-
tary Chuck Wagon Dinner before the 
concert and took in the sights at Wright’s 
Amusements carnival before heading 
into the concert venue. 

Country music icon Wynonna Judd 
stepped onto the stage in a black country 
and western style blazer, with light blue 
trim on the arms and pockets, gemstones 
on the sleeves, and a sharp black cowboy 
hat adorned with sparkling rhinestones. 
Her long, red, wavy hair cascading from 
under the hat and framed her beautiful 
smiling face.
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SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

OBITUARIES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

School Menu
Monday

July 15, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Hamburger Deluxe

French Fries
Three Bean Salad

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal/Graham Cracker

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Hamburger Deluxe

French Fries
Three Bean Salad

Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Hamburger Deluxe

French Fries
Three Bean Salad

Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

A memorial service cel-
ebrating the life of Kay 
Orville Watkins, long-
time Adams State chem-
istry professor and Dean 
of Science, who died June 
11, will be at 10 a.m., 
Saturday, July 20, at Al-
amosa’s Society Hall, 400 
Ross Ave.

It will include mu-
sic, memories and food.  
Kay’s family invites 

those attending to a buf-
fet luncheon at Calvillos 

Restaurant, 400 Main 
St., Alamosa, after the 
service.

Those attending are 
welcome to share memo-
ries and stories both at 
the service and luncheon.

Memorial contributions 
can be made to: Kay Wat-
kins Scholarship, ASU 
Foundation, Suite 380, 
Edgemont Blvd., Alamo-
sa, CO, 81101-9919.

Kay Orville Watkins

Nadine was born Feb. 
28, 1934, in a country 
home near Leigh, Neb. Af-
ter two sons, Duane and 
LaVern, a baby girl made 
the depression more toler-
able for her parents Olie 
and Florence. Four years 
later, a second daughter, 
Bonnie, was born.

Nadine attended the 
small, rural, District 
17-Praha Elementary 
School and went on to 
graduate from Schuyler 
High School. For a coun-
try girl, this diploma 
was earned on rather 
shaky ground, except, 
she excelled in business. 
So much so, that Ker-
mit Wagner, of Wagner 
Mills in Schuyler, hired 
her while she was still in 
school.

It wasn’t long before 
wanderlust grabbed her. 
She moved to Denver and 
was employed by Conti-
nental Airlines as an ex-
ecutive secretary. Nadine 
loved this job — loved the 
free and reduced flying 
privileges. One of her fa-
vorite trips was to Alaska. 
She was ill prepared for 
the weather, but locals 
lent her boots and a coat, 
and she continued on with 
her adventure. Nadine 
also loved living so close to 
the mountains and spent 
much time hiking and 
camping.

Nadine married Frank 
Dieckman of Moffat, 
Colo., on Nov. 11, 1961, 
in Denver. They had two 
children, Troy and Re-
nee.  Frank dragged her, 
loyal and uncomplaining, 
to the orchard country 
of Palisade where they 
lived on an orchard in a 
fixer upper with an in-
door hand pump and an 
outhouse. They then lived 
in a converted school bus 
traveling around and in 
the mountains for a time. 
Finally, they landed in the 
beautiful San Luis Valley. 
They lived in yet another 
fixer upper in Mosca un-
til the children graduated 
high school. Nadine then 
moved to Monte Vista 
where she created a nice 
comfortable home that 
she loved.

Frank and Nadine tried 
their hands at several 
endeavors, orchard op-
erators, trail ride guides, 
sign painters, etc. until 
they purchased a flower 
shop in 1977. Much to her 
surprise, Nadine took a 
nearly empty, struggling 
store and turned it into 
a successful, beautiful 
floral and gift shop, Na-
dine’s Flowers and Gifts. 
When she retired 23 years 
later, she left behind an 
unbelievably talented and 
devoted staff whom she 
loved and admired.

In Nadine’s own words, 
“after 21 years of mar-
riage, Frank got itchy feet 
or maybe it was a midlife 
crisis. We divorced and he 
went away. And actually, 
we could say — I lived 
happily ever after.”

After her retirement 

from the flower shop, she 
took a summer, stipend-
pay, work experience at a 
Yellowstone gift shop. She 
worked there for 3 years 
and came to love her co-
workers. She loved explor-
ing Yellowstone’s beauty 
and spoke of that adven-
ture for the rest of her life.

Nadine was the mother 
of Troy and Renee, who 
she enjoyed immensely 
and who supported her 
emotionally. Renee mar-
ried Perry Hazard, a 
rancher from Saguache. 
Nadine loved and respect-
ed her son-in-law as well 
as her four grandchildren. 
Megan, Will, Ben and Kait 
were the joy of her life. 

She could be seen wres-
tling, reading, painting, 
hiking, having picnics, 
and so much more with 
all of them. She and sev-
eral other grandparents 
made up the cheering sec-
tion at school sports and 
activities. Nadine could 
be seen smiling, laugh-
ing, and cheering on both 
sides, as everyone needs 
some encouragement. She 
rarely missed anything 
the grandkids were doing. 
When Kait was in high 
school, she coached youth 
basketball. When asked 
why Nadine went to all 
of her games even though 
Kait didn’t play, Nadine 
said, “if I don’t go, then 
it’s over.” 

She never wanted any of 
her time with her grand-
kids to be over. She fol-
lowed their lives on a 
huge map on her dining 
room table. She would 
say, “it’s like I can be with 
them along their way.” 
She helped to shape each 
of them into the people 
they are today.

Nadine had hidden 
plans we just recently 
found. They included, 
running with the bulls at 
Paloma, climbing breath-
lessly up a beautiful 
mountain, though I think 
she did this throughout 
her life, and walking the 
Appalachia Trail. She 
may not have accom-
plished all of those plans 
but there were so many 
she did.

Nadine could, among 
other things, paint a 
house inside and out, dry-
wall, tape, and texture, 
letter truck emblems, 
operate an orchard, em-
broider, make beautiful 
quilts, ride a horse, make 
blankets, sing solo at a 
wedding, sing lead in a 
barber shop chorus, play 
the piano and pump organ 

for church and pleasure, 
sing in the church choir, 
scrapbook, run a tractor, 
rake hay, play cards, do 
paper quilling, make min-
iature houses. Everything 
she pursued, she did so 
with excellence.

Nadine was a sign 
painter, the owner of 18 
horses, a trail boss, pilot 
and navigator, a deliv-
ery person, a volunteer, 
a good cook and baker, a 
florist and an excellent 
gift buyer, an executive 
secretary, and a business 
owner.

She spent her first 18 
years on the plains of east-
ern Nebraska where she 
lived and grew. She real-
ized how beautiful that 
country is — so green, so 
lovely, sometimes so lush. 
But, oh the mountains, 
her heart was there. She 
lived the rest of her life 
surrounded by the Rocky 
Mountains. She was sure 
anywhere she was; she’d 
find the beauty.

More than anything, 
Nadine loved her family. 

Nadine Florence Clau-
sen Dieckman died on 
Friday, June 20, 2024, at 
the age of 90.

Nadine is survived by 
her brother Lavern Clau-
sen, sister Bonnie Con-
verse, sister-in-law Pat 
Clausen, son Troy Dieck-
man, daughter and son-
in-law Renee and Perry 
Hazard, and her beloved 
grandchildren Megan and 
Matt Varoz, Senior Mas-
ter Sergeant Will and Dr. 
Linh Hazard, Ben and Dr. 
Kaeli Hazard, Professor 
Kait and Zach Cureton-
Hazard.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents Olie 
and Florence (Glandt) 
Clausen, her brother 
Duane Clausen, sister-in-
law Alma Clausen, broth-
er-in-law Robert Con-
verse, and great-nephew 
Robert Clausen.

The older Nadine be-
came the more she real-
ized trying to grow old 
gracefully was harder 
than she thought it could 
be and the more she real-
ized she had no desire for 
drama or conflict. She just 
wanted a cozy home, good 
food, and to be surround-
ed by lovely people who 
made her happy.

Her wish was for us 
to be giddy, silly, and to 
have fun.

There will be a celebra-
tion of life on Monday, 
July 22, at 10 a.m. at Liv-
ing Water Bible Fellow-
ship, 2910 Clark St., Ala-
mosa, Colo. 

In lieu of any gift, 
please consider donating 
to the Mosca-Hooper Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
at 5235 N Hwy 17, Mosca, 
CO 81146

Arrangements have 
been made through Rog-
ers Family Mortuary.  
To leave online remarks, 
condolence, and words of 
comfort for Nadine’s fam-
ily, please visit www.Rog-
ersFunerals.com.

Nadine Dieckman
Alan Albert Maes, our 

loving son, brother, fa-
ther, grandfather, uncle, 
and great friend unex-
pectedly passed away on 
July 5, 2024, in Engle-
wood, Colo., at the age 
of 63. Alan was born on 
Sept. 16, 1960, to Mar-
garito Jose (Buddy) and 
Darlene Maes and is 
one of six children. He 
graduated from Sierra 
Grande High School and 
then entered the work 
force. Alan was married 
to Karen Rivera out of 
high school, having two 
children Erica and Aldrid 
Maes and then later, fol-
lowing divorce, marrying 
Liz Martinez and hav-
ing his third child, Isaac 
Maes.  

Alan spent his last few 
months working in his 
daughter’s bakery, help-
ing his brother Alvin at 
his church, working with 
his friend Errol with his 
handy man business, 
and helping his sister 
Pam with her front yard. 
Alan loved helping oth-
ers; always wanting to 
fix things and bring them 
back to life. He saw value 
in many things that oth-
ers did not. 

Alan was multi-talent-

ed, always dabbling in a 
little bit of everything, 
but music was one of his 
main loves. He could play 
the drums, congas, gui-
tar, sing, and dance. He 
and some of his friends 
formed a band in high 
school called “Black 
Magic”. They were all so 
talented that they ended 
up taking second place at 
the Battle of the Bands 
in Alamosa Colo., in their 
first year together.

Alan is survived by his 
mother, Darlene Maes, 
daughter, Erica Abeyta, 
and sons, Aldrid and 
Isaac Maes, grandchil-
dren, DeAngelo Maes-
Chacon, Dominique 
Abeyta, Aleece Hererra, 
Jaeden Maes, Daivid 
Maes, Damian Maes, 
Mila Maes, Elena Maes, 
Harper Maes, and Ceci-

lia Maes, siblings, Jean-
nie (Ray) Miller, Pamela 
Maes, Alvin (Patricia) 
Maes, April (Bill) VanGi-
eson and Carol (Anthony) 
Rolfe, loyal and lifelong 
friends, Steve Brown, Er-
rol Gonzales, along with 
many beloved nieces and 
nephews and many lov-
ing extended family and 
friends.  

Alan is now reunited 
in heaven with his Fa-
ther Margarito (Buddy) 
Maes, grandson Iden 
Herrera, wife Rene Mor-
fin Maes, paternal grand-
parents Gilbert and The-
resa Maes, and maternal 
grandparents Jose and 
Delia Cordova and Boni-
facio and Pauline Trujillo.

As an alternative to 
flowers, please consider 
a memorial contribution/
donation in honor of Alan 
to:  https://lapuentehome.
org/donate/, or La Puente, 
913 State Ave., Alamosa 
CO 81101.

A small memorial ser-
vice will be held for Alan 
at Thrive Church, 2720 
W. 92nd Ave., Federal 
Heights, CO 80260 on 
Friday, July 19, 2024, at 4 
p.m. A Celebration of Life 
will be held in Alamosa, 
Colo., at a later date.

Alan Albert Maes

By MARIE KRAMER
ALAMOSA — New 

books are always coming 
in at the Alamosa Public 
Library! Here are 10 of 
our most intriguing arriv-
als. For more information, 
or to have a book reserved 
for you, check alamosali-
brary.org or call 719-589-
6592.

Fiction
América del Norte by 

Nicolás Medina Mora
In Mexico, Sebastián is 

the son of a politician, a 
member of an elite class 
that has remained close 
to power since the 1800’s. 
But in the post-Trump 
United States, Sebastián 
is just another immigrant. 
As he grapples with his 
father’s drug war past 
and his mother’s cancer, 
Sebastián must figure out 
where he belongs.

Inspirational
Leaning on Air by Cher-

yl Bostrom
After a personal trag-

edy, ornithologist Celia 
leaves her husband and 
flees to the small town of 
Palouse, determined to 
begin again. But strange 
events and sketches from 
a mute boy make her start 
to doubt her decision. Can 
Celia and her husband be 
reconciled despite their 
grief?

Mystery
• Play the Fool by Lina 

Chern
Katie True works a 

dead-end job at the mall, 
selling Russian knick-
knacks and perform-
ing the occasional tarot 
reading. One day, while 
sneaking a glimpse at a 
client’s phone, she finds a 
picture of her best friend 
Marley - dead. With only 
an off-duty cop to back 
her up, Katie will muster 
all her strength to try to 
solve Marley’s murder.

• Hunted by Abir 
Mukherjee

Sajid Khan has come 
to the US from England 
to find his daughter, Ali-
yah, suspected of working 
with a suicide bomber. In 
Florida, he meets Carrie, 
whose son is supposedly 
on the run with Aliyah. 
The two desperate par-
ents are in a race against 
time to find their children 
before disaster strikes.

Nonfiction
• Get Quiet by Elaine 

Glass
So many of us today 

have silenced our in-
ner voice with the noise 
of everyday life. Elaine 
Glass, a Certified Master 
Life Coach, draws on the 

structure of a classical 
labyrinth to chart a pro-
found journey inward. 

• Medicine Wheel for 
the Planet by Dr. Jennifer 
Grenz

After nearly two de-
cades of working as a 
restoration ecologist, Dr. 
Grenz became frustrated 
with her work. Restora-
tion ecology is grounded 
in an idea that we must 
return the natural world 
to an untouched, pristine 
state - a notion at odds 
with Indigenous histories 
of purposeful, reciprocal 
interaction with the en-
vironment. This discon-
nect sent Dr. Grenz on a 
personal journey of join-
ing Western science and 
Indigenous worldview to 
find a truer path toward 
ecological healing.

• In the Shadow of 
Freedom by Alessandra 
Harris

Alessandra Harris ex-
plores the legacy of Jim 
Crow in her examination 
of mass incarceration, the 
death penalty, the war on 
drugs, and other forms of 
caste and racial oppres-
sion.

• Look Away by Jacob 
Kushner

Not long after the Ber-
lin Wall came down, three 
teenagers became friends 
in the East German town 
of Jena. They began at-
tending far-right rallies of 
the National Socialist Un-
derground, who blamed 
immigrants for Germa-
ny’s economic woes. Over 

the next decade, they took 
it upon themselves to 
murder these immigrants 
one by one.

• Water My Soul by 
Darla Weaver

Darla Weaver, an Old 
Order Mennonite, bares 
her heart in these 90 de-
votionals drawn from 
her home-centered life in 
western Ohio’s hills.

Western
Crossroads in Casa 

Corte by Anne Schroeder
On the eve of el Día de 

Los Muertos, eight men 
take shelter from a storm 
in a Chihuahua cantina. 
By morning, one of the 
men is dead, and the oth-
ers are forever changed.

From the Librarian’s Desk - New arrivals 
at the Alamosa Public Library
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population, the rate of 
suicide, according to the 
National Rural Health 
Association, is about 
three 3.5 times the rate 
in the non-agricultural 
sector.

Greenberg said, “The 
film that we put together 
with the Farm Bureau is 
part of our continuing ef-
forts to destigmatize ask-
ing for help. Ours is two-
fold, help increase access 
to [mental health] ser-
vices. We’re not a mental 
health service provider 
but we want to help peo-
ple who need services, we 
want to connect people to 
providers in their commu-
nities. The second strate-
gy is to destigmatize this. 
We are a tough bunch of 
folks, so many of you do 
it alone, you figure stuff 
out yourself. If people are 
struggling you don’t have 
to do it alone, it is OK to 
struggle, and you really 
don’t have to do it alone.

“The film, ‘Legacy,’ 
which was produced by a 
grant with Farm Bureau, 
really tells that story 
about people who have 
struggled. Our commu-
nications team has set 
up a five-showing tour 
throughout the state,” 
she said.

The film will be shown 
in Monte Vista on July 
18. Colorado filmmaker 
Steve Vanderheide di-
rected the 45-minute 
production.

“We have a hotline that 
we have set up and is 
heavily promoted,” said 
Greenberg. The hotline 
can be reached by calling 
844-494-8255 or texting, 
Talk to 38255. According 
to the CDA Rural Men-
tal Health website, “The 
agricultural community 

COLORADO — A 
deep love for agriculture 
can be rewarding, joy-
ful, and at times, pain-
ful. Colorado's agricul-
tural community knows 
how to pull together to 
help each other navigate 
through stressful times. 

Join the Colorado De-
partment of Agriculture 
and regional partners for 
food, camaraderie, and a 
meaningful discussion 
about mental health in 
our communities.

The gathering will be 
at the Ski-Hi Complex in 
Monte Vista on July 18 
at 5:30 p.m.

All screenings are free, 
but tickets are required, 
because a light dinner 
will be served.

Visit this website 
to reserve a free tick-
et www.eventbrite.
com/e/legacy-stories-
of-healing-and-hope-
tickets-933994421457? 
aff=oddtdtcreator

Screenings will in-

clude a light dinner and 
conclude with a facili-
tated conversation about 
supporting the emotion-
al needs of rural commu-
nity members. 

Approximate timeline 
for most events:

5 p.m. - Doors Open 
5:30 p.m. - Com-
munity Dinner 
5:55 p.m. - Welcome 

and Introduction 
6 p.m. - “Hold Our 
Ground” Short Film 
6:15 p.m. - Intermission 
6:25 p.m. - In-
tro to Rural Mental 
Health Partnership 
6:30 p.m.  - “Leg-
acy” Feature Film 
7:20 p.m. - Communi-
ty Discussion Q and A 
8 p.m. - Conclusion

Legacy Film Tour: Stories 
of healing and hope

has always come togeth-
er to help our neighbors 
in a time of need and that 
is what this effort is all 
about pulling together to 
help others through this 
stressful time.”

Greenberg also men-
tioned the partnership 
with the Colorado Ag-
ricultural and Men-
tal Health Program 
(CAAMHP). The pro-
gram’s goal is to care for 
farmers and ranchers 
who have been impacted 
by severe and persistent 
drought, price instabil-
ity, and the resulting im-
pacts on mental health. 
CAAMHP understands 

the impacts of depression 
and anxiety.

Greenberg said the 
program offers members 
of the ag community up 
to six free consultations 
with mental health pro-
fessionals.

“We have never been 
state-funded; we have 
always gone for grants 
at CDA to do this work. 
Now we have the Be-
havioral Health Admin-
istration (BHA) that is 
essentially centralizing 
mental health resources. 
In our budget this year, 
we are now going to have 
a full-time ag person at 
BHA, someone who is fo-

cused on ag. They will be 
responsible for setting up 
an advisory committee at 
CDA on how to do this 
mental health work,” 
said Greenberg.

For more information, 
visit Colorado Agricul-
tural and Mental Health 
Program (CAAMHP) 
online at www.camp-
forhealth.org.

Rural Minds is a non-
profit dedicated to serv-
ing as the informed voice 
for mental health in Ru-
ral America and provid-
ing mental health infor-
mation and resources. 
See online www.rural-
minds.org.

Rissler received his 
bachelor’s and master’s 
from Chadron State Col-
lege, in Chadron, Neb. 
He is active in Rotary 
International and looks 
forward to continuing his 
membership in the Ala-
mosa club. He is a firm 
believer in community 
involvement and was a 
member of the North 

Platte Community Play-
house Board of Directors; 
co-chair of the McCook 
Communities of Excel-
lence, and a member of 
the North Platte Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Young Professionals.

“I have already started 
exploring the San Luis 
Valley and am eager to 
engage with Adams State 
alumni and friends and 
learn more about the rich 
culture and history of the 
area,” Rissler added. 

“Over 70 people at that 
meeting in the middle of 
a workday in a county 
that has 1,000 people. 
People wanted and need-
ed to be heard. I listened 
and learned a lot about 
how this fence is affecting 
the community, the wa-
ter and wildlife and even 
mental health. 

“We’re going to work 
with the county and see 
what we can do. I have an 
obligation as the people’s 
lawyer to really listen 
hard and find solutions. 
That’s what I’ve done in 
a range of other areas 
and that’s what I’m go-
ing to do with this fence, 
as well. We’ve committed 
to work with the county 
and to make sure that no 
one gets bullied, or their 
rights get trampled.”

YOUTH MENTAL 
HEALTH

Weiser, who was in Ala-
mosa for the grand open-
ing of Hope in the Valley, 
is also focused on youth 
mental health. 

In 2020, Weiser, on be-
half of the state of Colora-
do, filed a lawsuit against 
Juul Labs after an inves-
tigation showed the com-
pany was targeting youth 
in their marketing of e-
cigarettes and misrepre-
senting the health risks. 

The lawsuit was suc-
cessful, and Weiser 
reached a multi-state set-
tlement of $462 million, of 
which $31.7 million was 
allocated to Colorado. 

“We’ve already given 
out our first round of 
grants from suing Juul. 
We just announced 
$817,000 in grants to the 
valley. That’s round one,” 
he said.

“Now we’re working 
on round two. We want 
to see school-community 
partnerships addressing 
youth mental health.”

Weiser recalled a 
roundtable discussion in 
2023 devoted to the topic 
of youth mental health. 

“Jamie Dominguez 
talked about his work 
that he’s doing with 
young people. Cindy Me-
dina is teaching kids to 
fish and to read. We know 
there are a lot of pro-
grams and collaborations 
working with young peo-
ple. The goal is how do we 
lift them all up? How do 
we bring people together 
for young people who are 
hurting? I’m really look-
ing forward to what type 
of grant proposal people 
can put together here,” he 
said.

According to informa-
tion from the Office of the 
Attorney General, of the 

$817,000 awarded to the 
San Luis Valley, Alamosa 
School District received 
$244,968; San Luis Val-
ley BOCES received 
$273,870; and Sierra 
Grande School District 
received $100,985.

KROGER-ALBERT -
SONS MERGER

During that same visit 
in 2023, Weiser met with 
residents, ag producers, 
union officials and em-
ployees of two of the gro-
cery stores in Alamosa – 
City Market and Safeway 
– regarding the proposed 
merger of Kroger (which 
owns City Market) and 
Albertsons (which owns 
Safeway). If the merger 
happens, there is the like-
lihood that the future of 
Safeway is uncertain. 

According to a Tuesday 
announcement from Al-
bertsons Companies and 
Kroger, 89 of the 103 ex-
isting Safeway stores in 
Colorado would be sold 
to C&S Wholesalers Gro-
cers, a company based in 
New Hampshire. Includ-
ed in the list is Safeway 
in Alamosa. 

“That was a powerful 
conversation, and I took 
it with me. People were 
saying we need to take 
more control of our local 
food ecosystem. We have 
too little competition, too 
little local food available. 
This merger is already 
taking a problematic 
situation and making it 
worse,” he said.

In February of 2024, 
Weiser filed a lawsuit in 
Denver District Court to 
block the $24.6 billion 
proposed merger.

When asked for an up-
date, he said, “The hear-
ing is in August in Den-
ver. We’re asking for a 
preliminary injunction 
to stop this merger from 
happening.  The Federal 
Commission is bringing 
its own case in Oregon - 
some states are part of 
that. We’re bringing our 
own case here in state 
court, and Washington 
is bringing their case to 
state court, too.”

One area of expertise 
in Weiser’s background 
is antitrust after he 
served as senior counsel 
to the Assistant AG for 
the Justice Department 
Antitrust Division from 
1996 to 1998 followed by 
his 2009 appointment by 
President Obama as Dep-
uty Attorney General in 
the Justice Department’s 
Antitrust Division. 

“I think we’re going to 
win,” Weiser said. “We’ve 
got the right arguments 
on our side. We’ve got the 
evidence we’ve collected. 
And this is really impor-
tant to the people of Colo-
rado.”

The crowd went wild as 
she stepped to the front of 
the stage, complete with 
a blue string electric gui-
tar and opened with the 
fan favorite “I Saw the 
Light.” Many in the au-
dience sang along with 
Wynonna. 

During her 90-minute 
set, Wynonna sang “I 
Hear You Knocking,” “I 
Know Where I Am Go-
ing,” “Rock Bottom,” and 
“Hey Good Looking,” all 
the while speaking ca-
sually with the crowd 
throughout the evening. 

“Is this really happen-
ing? We are in Colorado,” 
Wynonna said. “I am so 
glad to be here with you, 
it’s been a long journey 
to get out here. Rodeos 
are my absolute favorite 
places to play, I was 18 
years old when I played 
my first rodeo. You all are 
my kind of people.

“I wish the rest of the 
nation did life like you 
all do,” she said with big 
smile.

Wynonna pointed to 
a woman in the audi-
ence holding a baby and 
said, “Glad you brought 
the baby and some head-
phones for her, too. She 
doesn’t know who I am, 

and she don’t care, but 
mamma does and that’s 
what matters.”

Wynonna explained 
that for those in the 
crowd who did not know 
who she was, that she 
was an artist who was 
formerly known as the 
Judds musical duo with 
her late mother, Naomi, 
who died in 2022.

The Judds were one of 
the most successful acts 
in country music history, 
winning five Grammy 
Awards for Best Country 
Performance by a Duo or 
Group with Vocal, and 
nine Country Music Asso-
ciation awards. They also 
charted more than 20 sin-
gles on the Billboard Hot 
Country Songs charts, 
including fourteen that 
went to number one.

The Judds disbanded in 
1991 and Wyonna began 
a solo career. Wynonna 
has released eight studio 
albums, a live album, a 
holiday album, and two 
compilation albums, with 
over 20 singles.

In 2022, Wynonna was 
inducted into the Country 
Music Hall of Fame as a 
member of The Judds. 
Wynonna has five songs 
that are number one and 
she was part of 14 top 
hits with the Judds.

Wynonna told the 
crowd she loved country 

music because it was so 
“real.” At one point, she 
looked up to the sky and 
said, “Thank you Mam-
ma.”

Wynonna sang some 
of her greatest hits, in-
cluding “No One Else on 
Earth,” “Tell Me Why,” 
“Only Love,” and “Grand-
pa.” She invited the crowd 
repeatedly to sing along 
with her, and they did. 

Wynonna lit up the 
stage, dancing, walking 
around and entertaining 
the crowd. At one point, 
she introduced her hus-
band, Cactus Moser, who 
plays the drums fiercely 
in her band. Moser ban-
tered with Wynonna to 
the delight of the crowd, 
even stealing a kiss on 
stage.

“Thank you for show-
ing up for me tonight,” 
she said. “Out of all my 
husbands, I love you the 
best,” she said with a 
chuckle. The crowd went 
wild. Then Moser an-
nounced that he was from 
Colorado, with Wynonna 
adding that he was from 
Montrose.

Moser came from be-
hind the drum set and 
stood next to his wife 
Judd and they played and 
sang a couple of songs 
together. Wynonna dedi-
cated her song “Love is 
Alive,” to Moser, and any-
one in the audience who 
needed some inspiration 
that night.

Photos by Brian Williams

The Ski-Hi Stampede continued Friday with a parade in 
Downtown Monte Vista. Friday’s Grand Marshals Domey, 
left, and Rodney Salazar, right, wave to the crowd from 
the back seat of a classic convertible.

Judd finished her set 
with “No One Else on 
Earth,” but returned an 
encore song, that was fol-
lowed with a firework dis-
play. 

Max McNown, of Bend, 
Ore., got the crowd revved 
up for Wynonna with a 
crisp 30-minute perfor-
mance playing a blend 
of original material and 
some well-known covers. 

McNown sang a piece 
he wrote for his brother, 
Brock, who is battling 
cancer, called “Can’t Hide 
Light.” Brock was on the 
stage filming his broth-
er’s performance.

“This next song is really 
close to my heart. My old-
er brother Brock, who is 
taking photos right there. 
I wrote this song about 
everything he has gone 
through, and how there’s 
always a light in it, and 
it never ever went out so, 
you can’t hide light,” Mc-
Nown said.

The Ski-Hi Stampede 
continued Friday with 
a parade in Downtown 
Monte Vista, followed by 
local rodeo in the after-
noon and PRCA action 
that same night.

There’s another pa-
rade downtown Satur-
day morning followed by 
PRCA action Saturday 
night and Sunday after-
noon at the Ski-Hi Com-
plex in Monte Vista. For 
more information, visit 
www.skihistampede.com.

Max McNown, of Bend, Ore., got the crowd revved up for 
Wynonna with a crisp 30-minute performance.

Wynonna lit up the Ski-Hi Stampede stage Thursday night, 
dancing, walking around and entertaining the crowd.



The sun flashed through the rustling 
aspens as we quietly hiked a short 
downhill section of the trail. Reaching 
the bottom, the sky appeared a daz-

zling blue above the ridgeline on the 
short uphill slope in front of us. We 
anticipated an amazing view as a little 
spring in our step pushed us up the last 
50 feet of the slope.

True to form, the Alamosa Canyon 
appeared in all its grandeur for our 
viewing pleasure. The prominent fea-

ture in our view, Cornwall Mountain 
projecting its nose for all to see, topped 
the slopes of the south side of the can-

yon. Farther back, Conejos Peak dis-

played her snow speckled slopes, a sub-

tle reminder of where we live. Instantly 
in awe, we abruptly halted our forward 
progress to stand and appreciate what 
was ours for the taking.

Phones quickly took photos as our 
mouths eventually closed and we re-

gained our composure. I wondered if 
that entire trail was designed for that 
single location.

We started the hike from the Com-

stock Campground in the Rock Creek 
drainage just south of Monte Vista. 
Seemingly following an old jeep road, 
the Alamosa River/Rock Creek Trail 
#703 quickly gains elevation through 
the cool forest as you pass over loose 
rocks and rutted sections, often making 
you pay more attention to your steps 
than you care to.

The views from the trail alternate 
from a dark forest to a more 
open aspen forest with better 
light, to open meadows then 
back into the darker forest. 
The lush green vegetation, 
fueled by the ample precipita-

tion from this early summer, 
was a pleasing sight to most 
westerners. Not too much fire 
risk to distract us here.

Probably not quite at their 
peak, the wildflowers proudly 
displayed their brilliant col-
ors and unique character. I’m 
not a flower expert by any means but 
the commonly known species were all 
there for us to enjoy. The mountain as-

ters and fire weed mixed in well with 
the wild rose.

My favorites, Indian paintbrush and 
columbine were abundant and simply 
beautiful as they seemingly waved to 
me in the light breeze. We even saw 
monkshood and, of course, several spe-

cies I can’t identify.
After a while, the trail became less 

steep and more flowing-like as it guid-

ed us over the casual undulations of 
the mountain. More time for looking 
around while we hiked was welcomed. 

We eventually arrived at that amaz-

ing vista point I described earlier. A 
short pause for better appreciation of 
the view and we pushed on. I had to see 
some of my much “older friends.”

Not too much farther towards the 
Silver Mountain Trail #704 junction 
they appeared, just as they always 
have. Most of them massive in girth 
and some of them towering well above 
the rest of the forest. The numerous old 
Douglas fir trees are a magnificent fea-

ture of this trail.
As you approach the large trees that 

are next to the trail you must take note 
of the size and grandeur of those farther 

away. It will give you a better 
appreciation for the ones you 
are compelled to stand under 
and take photos with.

They don’t mind and their 
expression rarely changes so 
they are a safe bet to be pho-

tographed with. My wife took 
a photo of me standing next to 
a large tree with a trunk that 
reminded me of the bell bot-
tom pants from the 1970’s. It’s 
pretty evident that this tree 
did, in fact, live through the 

70’s. My timber specialist estimates it 
at around 300 years old!

The decision point happened when 
we reached the trail junction. Do we 
head down the really cool but consis-

tently steep trail to the bottom of the 
Alamosa Canyon, or head back for the 
truck? I had visions of me grumbling 
about the long uphill trek, and while 
I love that section of trail, brighter 
minds prevailed and we turned back 
for the truck.

It was a glorious Southern Colorado 
day, and the hike was wonderful, as ex-

pected. We never saw another human 
until after we got back to the truck. 

And, to my absolute surprise, my heart 
was warmed by the fact that we nev-

er saw even one tiny speck of litter. It 
makes me proud to be in an area where 
all the trail users take the extra care to 
not leave litter from their forest experi-
ence. I sincerely hope that this will be 
the case for everyone this summer!

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 

Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. As an avid outdoor enthusiast, 

he encourages individual stewardship 

and responsible use of our public lands.
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The adven-
ture of a lifetime 
began between 
fourth and fifth 
grade when my 
family moved to 
Wiesbaden, Ger-
many. It was my 
first experience 
camping; and the 
backdrop was the 
Rhein River. Our 
journey took us 
from the castle-rich country of Spain 
through France and to the Rhein.

In France, we camped out in small 
town that I imagined was not far from 
Paris. I remember glimpsing the iconic 
customs of living in France: sidewalk 
cafés, dark hair and berets, and the 
popular form-fitting striped shirts. 
Artists sketched on the streets while 
my parents sipped wine.

While our parents enjoyed relax-
ing with alcohol, my little sister and I 
drew, colored, and played chase around 
the campground.  

The car we traveled in was a Peu-
geot, a gray and now classic breed. The 
seats were tweed red and comfy.  We 
played traveling dogs with plastic poo-
dles from the local carnival. Then, we 
fashioned a wagon and little blankets 
out of tiny cars and candy wrappers. 
Our play mirrored our camping reality. 
We scaled mountains that were sweat-
ers and the back seat itself. 

One place we camped out along the 
Rhein was at the bank of the river in 
Germany with shopping and leisure 
restaurants around. After our parents 
grilled our lunch, we visited the ice 
cream shop and bought the push-up ice 
treat. With that first lick, I remember 

Camping out: 
adventure 

along the Rhein

Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

the heat swept away. We entertained 
ourselves for hours over the push but-
ton wooden giraffe or Pluto that folded 
down on itself when the underside but-
ton was pushed.

The tent was new and I remember 
our dad cautioning us not to touch the 
inside of the tent. He said wherever 
we touched the material on the inside 
a leak would sprout. Sure enough, I 
touched the inside and a leak popped 
up. Now I wonder what chemical that 
was that kept the inside dry. We each 
had our own sleeping bag; and I gath-
ered my toys and drawing pads around 
me at night. I always ended the night 
with, “Mama, I want some water,” or 
“Mama I have to go to the bathroom.” 

We spent a month camping before 
we moved into military family hous-
ing at the air base. So, while Daddy 
was working and familiarizing himself 
with his new assignment, we played 
and drew small pictures with our mom.  

I remember Mama showing us how she 
drew a girl’s face. I always remember 
how her lines melted into the paper 
and created a beautiful monochromat-
ic portrait of a girl every much as styl-
ish as Veronica from the Archie comic 
strip. 

Reading was a past-time developed 
during this moment, for sure. We read 
every comic book that our parents al-
lowed us. Then we’d copy the idea and 
create our own. If there was a piece of 
paper bag handy, we were set and just 
needed a pencil. We weren’t allowed 
the ink pen yet. At night we’d listen 
to the radio series: The Shadow. As I 
entered sixth grade, Nancy Drew was 
my constant companion when I wasn’t 
playing cowboys and robbers with the 
neighborhood kids.

I remember the rolling hills of Germa-
ny and how the greenery never seemed 
to end. We visited historic towns like 
Darmstadt, Munich, and Mainz. And 

during October, I remember the beer 
festival, Oktoberfest. I remember the 
customary costumes of the dancers and 
waiters. Clogs make a specific sound 
when they tap, tap, tap on the cobble-
stone roads and patios.

I remember the grown-ups drinking 
the German beer heartily and with 
punch as they nearly slammed their 
beer steins together in toasts. My lit-
tlest sister was a baby then and I re-
member holding her and swinging to 
the rhythm of the music and musicians.

I still have the image of Daddy prop-
ping her up on the bar and her happy 
face and arms discharging her own 
rounds of excitement!

It was an adventure!

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college edu-
cator and long-time local columnist. 
Reach her at columnsbynellie.com or 
email her at columnsbynellie@gmail.
com.

Photo courtesy of Rio Grande National Forest

Gregg Goodland standing with a large 
Douglas Fir tree on the Alamosa River to 
Rock Creek Trail #703.

A hike to visit old trees

Gregg 
Goodland

Land, Water 
and People
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Religion

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 

pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6814
Pastor Jesse Ciccone
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702

United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00
 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for information.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

After he decided to 
kick heroin, the young 
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr 
tried to think 
about daily 
life in a totally 
different way.

Rather than 
trusting his 
willpower to 
do the right 
thing for a 
whole day, he 
began dividing 
each day into 
40 or more de-
cisions.

“When the alarm goes 
off in the morning, do I 
get immediately out of 
bed, or do I stay in bed 
for an extra 20 min-
utes with my indolent 
thoughts?” asked Ken-
nedy, speaking to a re-
cent Socrates in the City 
gathering. “When I reach 
in the closet and pull out 
a pair of blue jeans, and 
all those wire hangers 
fall on the ground, do I 
shut the door like I used 
to and say that, ‘I’m too 
much of a big shot, that’s 
somebody else’s job,’ or 
do I go in there and clean 
up my own mess?”

After 14 years of ad-
diction, Kennedy said he 
tried to act as if each de-
cision was a moral test 
and God was watching. 

RFK Jr testifies about God, faith, heroin and his demons
This was a leap of faith, 
since his addiction at-
tacked the Catholic faith 

of his child-
hood.

This New 
York City 
a u d i e n c e 
-- Socrates 
events focus 
on “life, God 
and other 
small topics” 
-- knew Ken-
nedy would 
discuss his in-

dependent White House 
campaign and his edgy 
views on the environ-
ment, vaccines, autism, 
assassinations and simi-
lar topics.

Basic questions would 
be covered, as with pre-
vious guests since 2000 -- 
such as scientist Francis 
Collins, author Malcolm 
Gladwell, television leg-
end Dick Cavett, Rabbi 
Sir Jonathan Sacks of 
England, Anglican Bish-
op N.T. Wright and Am-
bassador Caroline Ken-
nedy, JFK’s daughter.

But politics isn’t the 
only reality. Socrates 
in the City founder and 
host Eric Metaxas -- a 
conservative Christian 
radio host and the New 
York Times bestselling 
author of “Bonhoeffer,” 

“Miracles” and other 
books -- would ask Ken-
nedy about the role of 
faith in his complicated 
and controversial life.

“I was never an atheist 
-- ever. I was raised in a 
deeply religious family, 
and I integrated that,” 
said Kennedy. “My dad 
was killed when I was 
14. I became a heroin 
addict when I was 15. 
... When you’re ... liv-
ing against conscience, 
which is what happens 
when you’re an addict, 
you tend to push any 
kind of notion of God 
over the periphery of 
your horizon.”

As a Catholic child, 
Kennedy was proud of 
his own willpower. Hero-
in burned that away.

“The most demoraliz-
ing feature of addiction 
was my incapacity to 
keep contracts with my-
self,” he said. “I would 
tell myself at 9 o’clock in 
the morning I am never 
going to do that again, 
and at 4 o’clock I’d be do-
ing it. It was baffling to 
me that I could not bind 
that person who I was 
going to be later on in 
the day to do anything.”

Kennedy said that he 
“had to change at a deep, 
fundamental way, who 

I was, because I didn’t 
want to be an addict, but 
just be white-knuckling 
it and be miserable all 
the time -- and wanting 
a drug. ... I knew that 
was going to require a 
spiritual awakening.”

From years of reading, 
Kennedy knew about 
saints -- such as St. Au-
gustine -- who struggled 
with all kinds of deprav-
ity and escaped their sin. 
He had read Carl Jung 
and learned about re-
ligious believers whose 
faith helped them escape 
addiction.

As an adult, RFK 
Jr has struggled with 
addictions of various 
kinds. In private diaries 

leaked to the press, he 
described his struggles 
with infidelity and “lust 
demons” during his 
post-heroin marriage 
to Mary Kennedy, who 
died by suicide as their 
union crashed. These 
private diaries described 
his waves of guilt as he 
failed while struggling 
to change.

“After you have a spir-
itual awakening -- you 
can’t live off the laurels 
of the spiritual awaken-
ing,” Kennedy told the 
Socrates audience. “You 
have to renew it every 
day. ... You have to re-
new it by staying in that 
posture of surrender.”

After beating his ad-

diction to heroin, he was 
ready “to turn my life 
over to God,” he added. 
Then, as the “cash and 
prizes start flowing back 
in, you’re like, ‘Thanks, 
God. I’ve got it from 
here.’ And then you take 
the wheel and drive that 
car off the cliff again, 
and you have to come in 
on your knees.”

Terry Mattingly is Se-
nior Fellow on Commu-
nications and Culture at 
Saint Constantine Col-
lege in Houston. He lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see, and writes Rational 
Sheep, a Substack news-
letter on faith and mass 
media.

Saturday, July 13, 2024
“When Jesus heard it, he said to 

them, They that are whole have no 
need of the physician, but they that are 
sick: I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.” 
(Mark 2:17 AKJV)

The Lord can 
help us when we 
realize the sick-
ness of sin in 
our hearts. We 
must repent 
of sin and seek 
Him.

Sunday, July 14, 
2024

“And in the morning, rising up a 
great while before day, he went out, and 
departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed.” (Mark 1:35 AKJV)

Take time to pray. Jesus did.

Monday, July 15, 2024
“For I will declare my iniquity; I will 

be sorry for my sin.” (Psalms 38:18 
AKJV)

Where is the sorrow and remorse for 
sin in today’s world? We must truly re-
pent and humble ourselves before God.

Tuesday, July 16, 2024
“And they went out, and preached that 

men should repent.” (Mark 6:12 AKJV)
We need that kind of preaching today.
Wednesday, July 17, 2024
“LORD, make me to know my end, 

and the measure of my days, what it 
is: that I may know how 

frail I am.” (Psalms 39:4 
AKJV)

Life is short. 
Treat it with 
care. Put it in 
God’s Hands.

Thursday, July 
18, 2024

“Speak to all the 
congregation of the 

children of Israel, and say 
to them, You shall be holy: for I 

the LORD your God am holy. You 
shall fear every man his mother, and 
his father, and keep my sabbaths: I 
am the LORD your God.” (Leviticus 
19:2-3 AKJV)

We sure need the good old ways.

Friday, July 19, 2024
“You shall not avenge, nor bear any 

grudge against the children of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself: I am the LORD.” (Leviticus 
19:18 AKJV)

Love can conquer a lot of the evils of 
our day.



Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

PRCA Rodeo
Ski-Hi Stampede, 7 p.m.

SUNDAY
PRCA Rodeo

Ski-Hi Stampede, 2 p.m.

FRIDAY
Rodeo

Manassa Pioneer Days 
Rodeo, 6 p.m.

ALAMOSA PARKS AND 
RECREATION BASEBALL/

SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
12-14 girls softball

THURSDAY
Alamosa at Salida (2), 

5:30 p.m.
End of season

9-11 baseball
At Cole Park

TUESDAY
Red Sox vs. Rockies, 5 

p.m.
Dodgers vs. Pirates, 6:15 

p.m.
Cubs vs. Angels, 7:30 p.m.

End of season

9-11 girls softball
At Lee Field #3

TUESDAY
Ace of Bases vs. Battitudes, 

6 p.m.

End of season

7-8 coed machine pitch
At Sunset Field

WEDNESDAY
Little Rascals vs. Strikers, 

5:30 p.m. (southwest)
Predators vs. Bat Busters, 

5:30 p.m. (northeast)
Strikers vs. Longhorns, 

6:30 p.m. (northeast)

Co-ed Tee-ball
At Tee-ball field

MONDAY
Rug Rats vs. Wolfpack, 

5:30 p.m. (north field)
Sandhogs vs.  Litt le 

Hitters, 5:30 p.m. (south 
field)

Little Giants vs. Outlaws, 
6:30 p.m. (south field)

End of season

Men’s softball league
At Lee Field 2
End of Season 
Tournament

TUESDAY, JULY 9
Happy Mountain/NGNL 

13, 99 Problems 4
REC/Deuces 25, Happy 

Mountain/NGNL 24
WOLO 24, Platinum 14

TUESDAY, JULY 16
REC/Deuces vs. WOLO, 

7 p.m.
Platinum vs. 99 Problems, 

8 p.m.
Winner Game 4 vs. Happy 

Mountain/NGNL, 9 p.m.
THURSDAY, JULY 18

Winner Game 6 vs. loser 
Game 5, 7 p.m.

Winner Game 5 vs. winner 
Game 7, 8 p.m.

Winner Game 8 vs. loser 

Game 8 (if necessary), 9 p.m.

Coed Leisure softball

At Lee Field

MONDAY

B o m b  S q u a d  v s . 

Livingstone Trucking, 7 

p.m. (Field 1)

Where My Pitches at vs. 

Cutthroats, 7 p.m. (Field 2)

Bros Before Throws vs. 

Top Notch, 7 p.m. (Field 4)

WOLO vs. All Valley 

Towing, 8 p.m. (Field 1)

La Puente Homers vs. CRP 

Dust Devils, 8 p.m. (Field 2)

The Misfits vs. War Turtles, 

8 p.m. (Field 4)

B a t t i t u d e s  vs .  Th e 

Undertakers, 9 p.m. (Field 1)

SOS Misfits vs. Steel Line, 

9 p.m. (Field 2)

Tandberg’s Angels vs. 

War turtles, 9 p.m. (Field 4)

WEDNESDAY

Top Notch vs. Bomb 

Squad, 7 p.m. (Field 1)

The Dirty Dozen vs. SOS 

Misfits, 7 p.m. (Field 2)

La Puente Homers vs. 

Where My Pitches At, 7 p.m. 

(Field 4)

Cutthroats vs. The Misfits, 

8 p.m. (Field 1)

War Turtles vs. Battitudes, 

8 p.m. (Field 2)

Livingstone Trucking vs. 

WOLO, 8 p.m. (Field 4)

Battitudes vs. Cutthroats, 

9 p.m. (Field 1)

The Undertakers vs. 

Tandberg’s Angels, 9 p.m. 

(Field 2)

CRP Dust Devils vs. Bros 

Before Throws, 9 p.m. (Field 

4)
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5k Walk & Run
Southern Colorado’s 
Longest & Largest
 on-going 5K race!

SATURDAY, JULY 20th

3 Trophies and 2 Medals in Men’s and  

Women’s 5-year Divisions

Ages 4 & Under, 5-8, 9-12, 13-15, 16-19, 20-24, etc.

Entry Fee- $2000 
(Includes T-shirt) for pre-registration

For more information, Contact Ed Creery, 719-480-2884

SPONSORED BY
Splashland Sprint Triathlon

Visit Alamosa
Frontier Bank in Alamosa

SLV Builders
SLV Building Components

SLV Health
Century Property Management

Coombs Farms
First Southwest Bank

Larson Law Firm
Standard Service, Manassa

Lopez Electric

Valley Courier
Skiballs Running World

Mountain Valley Eye Care
Pepsi

SLV Foot and Ankle
Team Snyder

SLV Federal Bank

Registration at 7 am - Jack Dempsey Park
Race Starts Promptly at 8 am

Pre-Register via Website: 
http://runsignup.com/Race/CO/Manassa/PioneerDays5K

Last Day to Pre-Register on site is Friday - 7/18/24
Registration - Fri., July 19 from 12:30 - 4 pm at Jack Dempsey Park

47th Annual Manassa

Courier photos by Ken Hamrick

Left: Riley Pruitt of Gering, Neb., recorded the best time in the Friday’s Ski-Hi Stampede slack’s tie-down roping in 8.6 seconds. Right: Christina Gould of 
Williams, Ariz., records a time of 16.67 seconds in barrel racing. The rodeo continues today at 7 p.m. and concludes Sunday beginning at 2 p.m.

Stampede kicks off with Friday slack
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

MONTE VISTA – The 102nd Annual Ski-Hi Stampede got underway Friday afternoon with the slack at the Stampede rodeo grounds.
There were three events -n the slack – barrel racing, tie-down roping and breakaway roping
Turning in the best time in barrel racing was Jentry Vendenberg of Bellvue in 15.71 seconds. Loralee Ward of Fort Lupton was second in 15.89, and C.J. Vondette 

of Rifle was third in 16.07.
Riley Pruitt of Gering, Neb., had the top time in tie-down roping in 8.6 seconds. Jayden Broussard of Broussard, La., was second in 9.1, and Jacques Trahan of 

Hackberry, La., was third in 10.3.
Taya McAdow of Fort Lupton had the best time in breakaway roping in 2.6 seconds. Dara Belew of La Junta and Charity Hoar of Pine Bluffs, Wyo., tied for second 

in 3.1.
The local rodeo took place following the slack. Those results will be printed in Tuesday’s edition.
The first performance was Friday evening. The rodeo continues with the second performance Saturday at 7 p.m., the it wraps up with the third performance Sunday 

at 2 p.m.

Online registration closes 
Thursday for Manassa Pioneer 

Days 5K
MANASSA – Online registration closes Thursday, July 18 at 6 p.m. for this year’s Manassa Pioneer Days 

5K race. Race officials encourage participants to sign up early to ease the crunch of waiting in line on race day.

Registration is available online at https://runsignup.com/Race/CO/Manassa/PioneerDays5K, or bit.ly/

LetsGoRunMHK. The race fee is $20. 

The Pioneer Days 5K, hailed as southern Colorado’s longest-running road race – and one of its largest -- will 

be held on Saturday, July 20, beginning at 8 a.m. The start and finish lines are adjacent to Jack Dempsey 

Park. More than 400 runners are expected to toe the line this year.

Those who register in advance can pick up their race packet in Jack Dempsey Park between 1 p.m. and 4 

p.m. on Friday, July 19, or between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. on race day. 

In-person registration will also be available in Jack Dempsey Park from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on July 19, and at 

7 a.m. on race day.

The 47th annual Manassa Pioneer Days 5K will be chip timed, with live results available at bit.ly/

LetsGoRunMHK.
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Here’s Your 
Sign!

We can fill it for you.

Call Keith or Debbie,

719-589-2553

CONTRIBUTED
SAGUACHE — The 

Town of Saguache is 
busy preparing for its 
signature annual event, 
the Saguache Arts 
Walk, Hollyhock Fes-
tival and Fairy House 
Tour to take place on 
July 27 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Each summer Down-
town Saguache comes 
alive with this vibrant 
celebration of creativity 
and community spirit, 
showcasing the diverse 
talents of local artists, 
artisans, and perform-
ers while opening local 
gardens that showcase 
the town’s flower, the 
Hollyhock.

The heart of the Arts 
Walk is on the pictur-
esque Saguache County 
Courthouse lawn. The 
lawn will be lined with 
numerous artist booths 
where visitors can ex-
plore a variety of art-
work and find the per-
fect piece to take home.

From local painters 
and photographers to 
potters and woodwork-
ers, visitors will find a 
diverse display of tal-
ent highlighting artists 
from Saguache, the Val-
ley and beyond.

For example, renowned 
local Saguache artist 
Gary Wilfong will be par-
ticipating for the second 
year in a row, sharing his 
evocative drawings and 
paintings that captures 
the spirit of the West. 
Wilfong’s work is a testa-
ment to his deep connec-
tion to his heritage, his 
study of Native histories 
and traditions and the 
inspiration of his mother, 
a natural artist who had 
always encouraged him 
to keep drawing. At his 
booth, visitors can view 
a collection of his latest 
pieces, engage in discus-
sions about his artistic 
journey, and purchase 
his works.

Beyond visual arts, 
there will also be live 

Courtesy photo

This mage will be on the 2024 Hollyhock Seed Card, 
which will be available for purchase. This image is from 
the 2023 Hollyhock Arts Contest winner, Lupe Hernan-
dez. This was her rendition of the hollyhock. Commemo-
rative T-shirts with a creation from a previous art con-
test winner will also be for sale on that date along with 
Hollyhock plants.

Saguache Arts 
Walk and Hollyhock 

Festival set for July 27

music and interactive 
activities while a food 
truck will again, offer 
loaded fries and local 
vendors will offer a va-
riety of refreshments.

Another highlight of 
the day is the oppor-
tunity to discover the 
enchanting display of 
Saguache Fairy Houses 
scattered throughout 
town. Families can pick 
up a map and take a 
self-guided tour to find 
these miniature, intri-
cately crafted dwellings, 
each one a unique testa-
ment to the creativity 
and imagination of local 
artist Sarah Krantz.

The Saguache Arts 
Walk and Hollyhock 
Festival is proudly pre-
sented by the Saguache 
Chamber of Commerce, 
an organization dedi-
cated to promoting local 
businesses and foster-
ing community engage-

ment.
The festival not only 

highlights the artistic 
talents within Saguache 
but also boosts the lo-
cal economy as visitors 
often spend the day ex-
ploring local galleries, 
dining and shopping, 
thereby supporting 
small businesses and 
organizations.

The Chamber is com-
mitted to highlighting 
the town’s rich cul-
tural heritage and sup-
porting its arts scene 
through this annual 
event supported gener-
ously with funding pro-
vided through a Sagua-
che County Sales Tax 
Grant.

The 2024 Saguache 
Arts Walk is the perfect 
combination of artistic 
expression, community 
interaction, and family 
fun and a delightful way 
to spend a summer day.

CONTRIBUTED
MISSOULA, Mont. 

— A vital migration cor-
ridor for both elk and 
mule deer in west-cen-
tral Colorado remains 
intact and is now pro-
tected thanks to a col-
laborative effort by a 
conservat ion-minded 
landowner and the 
Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation.

A voluntary conserva-
tion agreement between 
the two sides conserves 
1,049 acres northeast 
of Montrose near Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park (BCGNP) 
and Curecanti National 
Recreation Area (CNRA). 

“We’re grateful for a 
landowner who not only 
recognizes and under-
stands the wildlife val-
ues of the property but 
translated that knowl-
edge into action by con-
serving it,” said Kyle 
Weaver, RMEF presi-
dent and CEO.

The acreage supplies 
transition and critical 

Colorado elk, mule 
deer migration corridor 

habitat conserved

winter range for ap-
proximately 7,700 elk 
as well as mule deer. 
Combined with adja-
cent public land admin-
istered by the Bureau 
of Land Management 
and BCGNP, the im-
mediate area serves as 
a migratory corridor for 
both species, as noted 
by Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife. It also offers 
habitat for black bears, 
wild turkey, raptors and 
other wildlife.

In addition to wood-
lands, meadows, grass-
lands and sagebrush 
steppe habitat, it also 
features important ri-
parian habitat since 
more than two and a 
half miles of the Pinon 
Springs Draw flows 
through the property.

Protection of the mi-

gration corridor is in 
line with RMEF’s mi-
gration initiative work, 
Secretarial Order 3362 
and important Colorado 
priorities.

When combined with 
other projects in the BC-
GNP and CNRA vicin-
ity, RMEF collaborated 
with landowners to con-
serve more than 13,000 
acres of habitat for elk 
and other wildlife.

Founded in 1984 
and fueled by hunters, 
RMEF has conserved 
more than 8.9 million 
acres for elk and other 
wildlife. RMEF also 
works to open and im-
prove public access, 
fund and advocate for 
science-based resource 
management, and en-
sure the future of Amer-
ica’s hunting heritage.

Follow us on Facebook
Alamosa Valley Courier
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Public Notices

173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

101 -

MEMORIAL

221 - 

HELP WANTED

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Conejos County Housing Authority, lo-
cated at 510 Richfield Rd. in La Jara, is requesting $200,000 through 
an application to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Housing Preservation Grant, to provide long-term low-interest loans 
to low income homeowners and/or to provide grants to very low in-
come homeowners of Conejos County for home rehabilitation activi-
ties.  Details are available by emailing karen@conejoshousing.org.  
All interested parties are invited to review application activities and 
to provide comments to karen@conejoshousing.org between July 6, 
2024 and July 22, 2024.
No. 4016.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, & 16, 2024.

NOTICE
The Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improve-
ment District No. 5 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
set for July 17, 2024 and will begin at 5:00 p.m. The meeting will be 
held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District building, 8805 In-
dependence Way, Alamosa CO 81101. This meeting will also be held 
by Zoom teleconference.  The public may participate by attending the 
meeting in person or listen in to the meeting by dialing in to the Zoom/
teleconference.  To join please call either number: 1-719-359-4580 or 
1-669-444-9171, enter the Webinar Id:  846 1668 0895##, and wait 
for the meeting to begin. There is no charge for this call. This meeting 
is open to the public. 
No. 4019.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 13, 2024.

NOTICE
The next regularly scheduled Board of Director’s meeting of the Rio 
Grande Water Conservation District Board of Directors is July 16, 
2024, and will begin at 9:30 a.m. The meeting will be held at the 
Ski Hi Complex, 2335 Sherman Ave., Monte Vista, CO 81144. The 
meeting will also be held by Zoom teleconference.  The public may 
participate by attending in person or listen in by dialing in to the Zoom/
teleconference. To join please call either number: 1-346-248-7799 or 
1-669-900-6833, enter the Webinar Id: 840 1189 0854##, and wait for 
the meeting to begin. There is no charge for this call. This meeting is 
open to the public.
No. 4028.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 13, 2024.

Saguache County Childcare Committee
Request for Proposals
for Assessment to Remodel Childcare Facility
in Saguache, Colorado
The Saguache County Childcare Committee is a coalition of com-
munity members and
Saguache County employees to establish a daycare facility in Sagua-
che, Colorado. We
are seeking proposals from licensed contractors to assess 710 Den-
ver Avenue, Saguache,
Colorado for renovation needs, in compliance with regulations of the 
State of Colorado for
Childcare Facilities. The purpose of this RFP is to invite contractors 
with relevant experi-
ence to submit proposals to the Saguache County Childcare Com-
mittee.
The Assessment will include:
- Physical building upgrades and repairs, including but not limited to 
carpentry,
roofing, flooring, and painting.
- Bathroom renovations for ADA compliance
- Kitchen renovations for commercial kitchen compliance
- Heating upgrades
- Plumbing upgrades
- Electrical upgrades
- Playground, grounds, and fencing upgrades
The ideal contractor will have a record of experience with:
- General contracting includes the ability to assess carpentry, heat-
ing, plumbing,
and electrical.
- Knowledge of commercial kitchen regulations and ADA compliance.
- Responsive communication.
The selected contractor will be responsible for assessing the building, 
with possible assis-
tance from a qualified consultant on Child Care Facility regulations.
Please include in proposal:
- A description of the contractor, including name(s) and credentials 
of those that
would be involved in the project.
- A description of the previous relevant experience of the contractor.
- Proposed budget.
- Schedule availability.
- General Liability insurance documentation and documentation of 
Workers’
Compensation insurance as required by the Labor Code of the State 
of Colora-
do and Employers Liability Insurance. Evidence of qualified self-
insured status
may be substituted.
Direct general RFP project questions to Wendi Maez, Saguache 
County Administrator, at
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.
Proposals may be submitted by email to wmaez@saguachecounty-
co.gov by the deadline
of Friday July 31, 2024, at 3pm.
No. 4029.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 
24, & 26, 2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR CON-
STRUCTION MANAGER/GENERAL CONTRACTOR SERVICES 

Alamosa County is requesting Statements of Qualifications and Pro-
posals for General Contractor Services for a project involving erect-
ing a steel building for the Alamosa County Coroner.  Full details are 
available in the RFP.
Companies interested in a formal copy of the Request for Proposal 
should contact Roni Wisdom @ rwsidom@alamosacounty.org.  All 
questions concerning this solicitation must be addressed to the email 
only. 
Submissions will be due no later than 4:30 PM, Wednesday, July 31, 
204, Attn: Ms. Roni Wisdom, Alamosa County Administrator, 8900 - A 
Independence Way, Alamosa, Colorado, 81101
No. 4032.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 13, 16, & 17, 2024.

LAVERNE F. BUHR 
8/10/1923 – 7/14/1994 
God looked around his 
garden and found an 
empty place. He then 
looked down upon the 
Ear th and saw your 
tired face. He put his 
arms around you and 
lifted you to rest. With 
the help of his angels 
they flew you to your 
heavenly place. God’s 
garden must be beauti-
ful, he always takes the 
best. He knew you were 
suffering, he knew you 
were in pain. He knew 
that you would never get 
well on Earth again. He 
saw the road was getting 
rough and the hills too 
hard to climb. He closed 
your weary eyelids and 
whispered “Peace be 
thine”. It broke our 
hearts to lose you, but 
you didn’t go alone. For 
part of us went with 
you the day God called 
you home. “God’s Gar-
den” by Melissa Shreve. 
Dad, it’s hard to believe 
that it’s been 30 years 
since you’ve been gone. 
So much has changed 
and happened. We re-
member you all the time 
and we ask ourselves, 
“What would Dad do?” 
Through our tears we 
ask why, but we know 
you are in a better place. 
We know that you and 
Steve are watching over 
each and every one of 
us. Dad, we love and 
miss you so much. Your 
loving family. (7/13/24)   

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(7/24/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTR ICT 26JT is 
looking for a MIDDLE 
SCHOOL VOLLEY-
BA L L COACH for 
the 2024-2025 sea-
son. Qual i f icat ions: 
Must be over 18, have 
a high school diploma/
GED and be able to pass 
a background check, or, 
such alternative quali-
fications as the Board 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Non- 
Certified Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunites or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(8/2/24)

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS ALAMOSA. 
Now hiring for: FRONT 
DESK and a MAINTE-
NANCE/GROUNDS 
PERSON. Prior experi-
ence is a plus.  Apply 
in person 3418 Mari-
posa Street, Alamosa. 
(7/20/24)     

T H E  C I T Y  O F 
MONTE VISTA has 
an immediate opening 
for WASTEWATER 
MAINTENANCE I. 
Full-t ime, +rotat ing 
weekends. The position 
is responsible for ensur-
ing compliance with 
established regulations 
by monitoring wastewa-
ter treatment processes. 
Hourly range starts at 
$17 - $18.65. Benefits 
include health, dental, 
vision, life, 401(a) w/ 
match, paid holidays 
and vacation. Must pass 
a background and pre-
employment drug test, 
including testing for 
marijuana. Application 
and job description are 
available at cityofmon-
tevista.colorado.gov and 
submit applications to 
hrmanager@ci.monte-
vista.co.us or pickup 
and drop off at 95 W. 1st 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144. (7/20/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

Parking Spaces For Rent

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
H EA LT H is  h i r ing 
C.N.A’s! Come work 
for a great organization 
with amazing benefits 
and make a difference in 
patients’ lives. A C.N.A 
license is required but 
assistance is available 
for those that need to 
take the state test. To 
learn more about this 
incredible opportunity 
check out our careers 
page at www.slvh.org 
or call 719-587-1200. 
(7/31/24)

R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is accepting 
applications for a HU-
MAN RESOURCES 
SPECIALIST. Ful l-
time, Monday - Friday. 
Salary starts at $59,133 - 
$65,248 annually DOE.  
Benefits include Health, 
Dental, Vision, Life In-
surance, Paid Holidays 
and a 401(a) at 4% match. 
Starting annual salary of 
$57,408 - $59,717 DOE. 
Must pass a background 
check and pre-employ-
ment drug test, including 
testing for marijuana. 
Application and job de-
scription are available 
at riograndecounty.org 
and submit applications 
to humanresources@
riograndecounty.org or 
pick up and drop off at 
925 6th Street, Room 
200, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132. (8/10/24)

CENTER IN NEED 
OF WORKERS. There 
are SEVERAL POSI-
TIONS AVAILABLE. 
Hours 8:00 am-??? Com-
petitive wages. Please 
inquire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
St reet,  Center,  CO. 
(8/7/24)

T H E  C R E ST ON E 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
is at t racting skil led 
educators for a MS/HS 
SCIENCE TEACHER 
position. Qualified ap-
plicants will have a 
breadth of knowledge in 
biology, physics, chem-
istry, and earth science 
as well as instructional 
practices for individu-
alized, project-based, 
experiential learning; 
teacher’s license is pre-
ferred but educational 
experience is required. 
Salaried with benefits 
ranging from $40-60K, 
Fulltime for the 2024/25 
SY. CCS also seeks a 
PART-TIME TRANS-
PORTATION COOR-
DINATOR & DRIVER 
to start ASAP for the 24-
25 school year. Wages 
range from $16.50-20.00 
per hour. The position 
i ncludes  coord i na -
tion of van fleet, driv-
ers, and sports and trip 
driving. Clean driving 
record (not CDL) re-
quired. Call 719-256-
4907 or visit www.cres-
tone-charter-school.org/
employment. (8/9/24) 

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
LOCAL FOODS CO-
A LITION seeks an 
HR & EQUITY CO-
ORDINATOR to pro-
vide human resources 
functions and equity 
best practices for our 
local nonprofit. Submit 
your resume and cover 
letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Additional require-
ments can be found at 
ww.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/ . (7/13/24)

D I R E C T O R  O F 
COMMUNICATIONS 
&  E NGAGE M E N T 
(DCE). LA PUENTE 
is our community’s re-
sponse to address the 
effects of poverty by 
providing a safety net 
of services, where in-
dividuals and families 
get what they need to 
stabilize, heal, strength-
en,  a nd  u l t i ma t ely 
thrive. Seeking DCE 
who will lead/manage 
a team to engage the 
community through pre-
sentations, publications, 
special events, public 
relations, and social me-
dia communications. 
Seeking self-star ter, 
with strong written oral 
skills and the ability to 
lead a team. Join our 
staff of dedicated pro-
fessionals and learn the 
joys and satisfaction 
of helping others. Sal-
ary $46-52k DOE.  Full 
benefits package. Send 
resume/cover letter & 
request job descr ip-
tion: hr@lapuente.net  
La Puente, P.O. Box 
1235, ALAMOSA, CO  
81101; 719 589-5909 
(Ext 238) www.lapu-
ente.net. (7/26/24) 

P O TAT O  WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ER A L POSI T IONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
St reet,  Center,  CO. 
(8/7/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for a MAINTENANCE 
EMPLOYEE. This is a 
full-time position with 
benefits. Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life cover-
age. The salary for this 
position will be paid 
from the current MVSD 
Maintenance and Cus-
todial Salary Schedule, 
which can be viewed 
on the district website 
- Employment Oppor-
tunities page. Placement 
on the salary schedule 
will be determined by 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by July 18, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. (7/24/24)
AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROV I DE R 
needed for the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT in 
DEL NORTE. 150 days 
per year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school. Appli-
cants must have a high 
school diploma and ex-
perience working with 
young chi ldren is a 
plus! Applications may 
be retrieved online at 
urtigers.co please email 
ahorrocks@urtigers.co 
or aduda@urtigers.co 
for more information or 
to send completed ap-
plications. (8/6/24)
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Classifieds

415 -  HOMES

 FOR SALE

350 - FARM 

EQUIPMENT

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

341 - GARAGE 

SALE

630 - ROOMS 

FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

525 - 

GUNS

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

341 - GARAGE 

SALE

BUTCHER WANT-
ED! PROCESSING 
wild game and do-
mestic animals. For 
more info call 719-859-
4198! (8/10/24)

H E L P  WA N T E D 
PART TIME - DEP-
UTY CORONER:  Ex-
perienced individual 
needed for On Call Part 
time position assisting 
the Saguache County 
Coroner. The position 
will be an on call/as 
needed position. Coro-
ner calls are paid at 
$150.00 per call and 
Transports are $150.00 
per call, Weekday on 
call $15.00 per day and 
Weekend on call $30.00 
per day. Please contact 
April Quintana with 
the Saguache County 
Administration office 
for an application or 
printable at www.sa-
guachecounty.colorado.
gov . Call 719-655-2231 
for more information. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. SAGUACHE 
COUNTY is an EEO 
employer. Drug test-
ing and a background 
check will be required 
for final applicants. 
(7/24/24)

JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or 
h igher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License with a second-
ary Language Ar ts 
endorsement. Please 
submit your applica-
tion, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DNHS Pr incipal at 
ahardy@urtigers.co or 
contact Mrs. Hardy at 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/7/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
caring individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PAR-
AEDUCATOR. Ap-
plicants must have a 
high school diploma 
and prior experience 
working with students 
with special needs is 
preferred. Please sub-
mit your application 
to Amy Duda, DNES 
Principal at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO 81132; aduda@
urtigers.co; or call at 
719-657-4050. The po-
sition will be open until 
filled. You can pick 
up an application at 
the District Office or 
on-line at urtigers.co. 
(8/6/24)

DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL is 
looking for an energetic 
and experienced can-
didate to serve as the 
district’s STRENGTH 
& CONDITIONING 
COACH. This position 
will assume the respon-
sibility and obligation 
of establishing and 
maintaining a strength 
and conditioning pro-
gram for all sports. 
Additional responsi-
bilities include teach-
ing junior high school 
physical education and 
high school physical 
education/weight train-
ing courses. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree and either pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
the appropriate Colo-
rado teaching license. 
Please submit your ap-
plication, resume, and 
cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/6/24)

T H E  T OW N  O F 
CENTER is excited to 
announce an opening in 
our PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT. We 
are seeking a motivated 
and skilled individual 
to join our team. This 
position offers the op-
portunity to directly 
serve the Center com-
munity, playing a vital 
role in Serving as the 
town’s Enforcement 
agent in code, building 
and animal control. It is 
a full-time position. We 
are recruiting for one 
ENFORCEMENT OF-
FICER. Applicant must 
also have the ability to 
interact with customers 
and possess good com-
munication skills. Ap-
plicant must also pass 
a background check and 
pre-employment drug 
testing. The candidate 
will also be subject to 
random drug testing. 
The job description 
and the application is 
on the Towns website, 
townofcenter.colora-
do.gov. Please submit 
your applicat ion to 
Town Hall or email to 
jhurtado@centerco.gov 
. The deadline is un-
til positions are filled. 
(7/20/24)

THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
OFFICER. Must be 
cur rent ly Colorado 
POST certified; willing 
to submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Salary 
starting at $48,500.00 
depending on experi-
ence. The Town of La 
Jara offers an excellent 
benefit package that 
includes vision, dental 
and medical insurance, 
PTO and paid holidays. 
Applications may be 
picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way; call 719-274-5363 
for more information. 
(7/19/24)

EDUCATION MAN-
AGE R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  STA RT  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, ex-
perience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood de-
velopment and ECE 
reports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (7/31/24)

FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START 
is looking for a highly 
motivated FAMILY 
SERVICES MANAG-
ER. Applicants must 
have strong interper-
sonal and communica-
tion skills. Required 
to have a degree, cer-
tificate or credential in 
social work, human ser-
vices, family services, 
or counseling related 
field at hire or within 
18 months of hire. This 
position works closely 
with our families to 
help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if 
bi l ingual (Engl ish /
Spanish). Applications 
can be picked up at the 
Center Head Start Of-
fice or on the website. 
Questions, please call 
the office at 719-759-
9259. (7/31/24) 

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
COACH. The salary 
for this position will 
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Extra Duty 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pi r a t es. mont e. k12.
co.us/employmentop-
portunities, by July 9, 
2024, or until the posi-
tion is filled. For ques-
tions contact the Dis-
trict Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(7/17/24)

S A N G R E  D E 
CRISTO has open-
ings for the following 
positions: SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR; K-12 
MUSIC TEACHER; 
MS FOOTBALL; HS 
BOYS & GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL; NUTRI-
TION STAFF. Please 
contact Dave Crews 
for more information 
719-420-1422 or Jenna 
Mondragon at 719-717-
0871. (7/24/24)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL is seeking 
DIRECTOR of STU-
DENT BEHAVIOR, 
ATHLETIC DIREC-
TOR, and SCHOOL 
SAFETY MANAGE-
MENT for the upcom-
ing 2024-2025 school 
year. Submit complet-
ed application to Mr. 
Kevin Jones, Super-
intendent by email to: 
kjones@sierragrande-
school.net. Applica-
tions are available at the 
District office, 17523 
Hwy. 160, Blanca, CO 
81123 or online at www.
sier ragrandeschool.
net. Effective mana-
ger ial, supervisory, 
and human relations 
skills, and computer 
skills. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Mr. Kevin Jones at 719-
379-3259. Position open 
until filled. EOE. This 
institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
(7/17/24)

M E C H A N I C:  J T 
TIMBER FALLING 
is hiring a full-time 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
a n d  T RUC K  M E -
CHANIC in BLAN-
CA, CO. $25-$45/hr 
depending on experi-
ence. Monday – Friday 
schedule. Benefits are 
available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit jttimber.
com to apply. (7/17/24)

T OW N  O F  D E L 
NORTE MUNICIPAL 
COURT CLERK. Town 
of Del Norte is hiring 
PART-TIME Munici-
pal Court Clerk. High 
school graduate or GED 
equivalent and two 
years of office, legal, 
and court clerical. Will 
work closely with Town 
municipal judge for op-
erations and procedures 
of the municipal court 
system. With knowl-
edge of legal termi-
nology and practices. 
Oversees and maintains 
the court dockets, re-
cords of all pending 
and disposed cases, and 
ensures accurate and 
updated information. 
All administrative and 
technical duties in sup-
port of municipal court. 
Send resume to Town 
of Del Norte -Attention 
Town Clerk. Resumes 
may be submitted by 
email to delnorte1860@
outlook.com or mailed 
to Del Norte Town Hall 
140 Spruce Street, Del 
Norte, Co 81132. EOE. 
(7/17/24)

R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hiring!  
Available full-time po-
sitions with competitive 
pay and benefits in-
clude: ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE APPRAISER 
TRAINEE; PUBLIC 
H EA LT H N U RSE; 
ROAD & BRIDGE 
EQUIPMENT OPER-
ATOR; SHERIFF’S 
O F F I C E  D E T E N -
T I O N / D I S PAT C H 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice DETENTION/DIS-
PATCH SERGEANT 
a n d  C O R P O R A L; 
Sheriff’s Office ROAD 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice JAIL COOK; SO-
CIAL SERVICES LE-
GAL TECHNICIAN 
MANAGER. Benefits 
include medical, retire-
ment, and paid time-
off. Visit www.riogran-
decounty.org for details 
including applications 
and job descriptions 
or pickup at Human 
Resources: 925 6th St., 
Rm. 200, DEL NORTE, 
CO. (7/26/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice!! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (8/7/24-monthly)

HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(8/6/24)

SAT U R DAY  7/ 1 3 
& Sunday 7/14, 8am-
12pm. Women’s  & 
girl’s clothes, shoes, 
toys, household items, 
bikes. Come see. Pet-
free, smoke-free home. 
206 Calle Buena, ALA-
MOSA. (7/13/24)

TWO (2) FAMILY 
Garage Sale: Fri. & Sat. 
12th & 13th; 1861 San 
Juan Ave. (2) Sewing 
Machines (working); 
Queen Size Mattress; 
Roll-a-way bed; Rock-
ing Chair; Super-Twin 
Water Bed w/ accesso-
ries; TV stand; Couch; 
plus, Avon Collectables; 
and much more, must 
go. (7/13/24)

HUGE SALE! 7-12 
& 7-13, 702 Craft Dr., 
ALAMOSA. 8am-? 
Stop by. (7/13/24)

TOOLS, GRINDERS, 
SAWS, power washer, 
ice hut, ice auger, ducks/ 
geese decoys, veteran 
memorabilia. 2019 An-
gel Place, ALAMOSA. 
7/12&13/2024, 8am. 
(7/13/24)

HUGE YARD SALE/
BAKE SALE: Sat. July 
13th, 8am-2pm, 709 4th 
St., ALAMOSA. Furni-
ture, household items, 
kitchen wares, jewelry, 
sporting good, art, patio 
furniture, holiday décor 
+ more. Home baked 
goodies of all kinds. 
Free coffee & lemon-
ade. (7/13/24)

GA R AG E  SA L E : 
SATURDAY 7/13, 1417 
Ross, ALAMOSA; in 
back of house. (7/13/24)

2005 HESSTON 4910 
BALER New Monitor, 
Preservative Applica-
tor, moisture sensor, ac-
cumulator. Field ready. 
$22,500 OBO 719-850-
1143. (7/13/24)

R I D I N G  L AW N 
MOW ER for  sa le; 
good condition. For 
more details, call 719-
580-5745. (7/19/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

HOUSE FOR SALE: 
309 West Avenue. See 
sign at House. (7/20/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

1 BEDROOM: UTIL-
ITIES included. De-
posit, employment, ref-
erences required. $665 
rent, $750 deposit. 719-
580-3710. (7/17/24)

2 BEDROOM NEAR 
ASU/ Hospital, 1204 
Lincoln. No smokers/ 
vapors. 1 year lease, 
references. 719-588-
1422. (7/26/24)

1  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENTS with 
WASHER/DRYER for 
rent. Across from ASU. 
Ca l l  719-251-3597. 
(7/13/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

VERY NICE FUR-
N I S H E D  RO O M , 
ALAMOSA. 720-436-
5550. (7/17/24)

THE AD DID ITS JOB. 
THANK YOU. MARK
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 DEAR ABBY: My girl-
friend, “Jessica,” thinks 
I’ve cheated on her because 
I didn’t come home right 
away after being given the 
day off. My grandparents 
were away on vacation. 
When they go away, they 
want me to check on the 
house and bring in the 
mail and newspaper. 

 On this particular day, 
I decided to drive by, did 
what needed to be done 
and spent half the day 
there. I even took a nap in 
the recliner. Now Jessica 
insists that I cheated when 
I simply was hanging out 
at my grandparents’. To 
add to the situation, we 
have a daughter on the 
way, and Jessica doesn’t 
want me in the delivery 
room. 

 She’s blowing every-
thing out of proportion. 
She was in a nine-year 
abusive relationship, and 
her ex cheated numerous 
times, so I’m not sure if her 
actions stem from her past 
relationship. I’m having 
a hard time understand-
ing why she’s doing this 
with a baby on the way, 
when I’ve been nothing 
but faithful and good to 
her. -- ALMOST-EX IN 
MISSOURI

 DEAR ALMOST-EX: It 
would have been consider-
ate to have called your 
pregnant girlfriend from 
your grandparents’ house 
to let her know you would 
be returning later than 

expected. Not having done 
that was your mistake, 
nothing more. 

 Her over-the-top ac-
cusation of infidelity may 
have stemmed from a hor-
mone imbalance caused 
by her pregnancy. It could 
also, as you stated, be 
the result of her disas-
trous nine-year romance 
with her abuser. Because 
she has trust issues, it’s 
important you consider 
couples counseling with 
her. As to wanting you 
absent when your child is 
born, she may have said 
it to retaliate for your 
imagined cheating, or to 
spare you the sight of her 
in pain.

 DEAR ABBY: I have 
been with my current wife 
for 12 years after a terrible 
divorce. She is very kind. 
The problem is, I work 40 
to 50 hours a week, do all 
the cooking, grocery shop-
ping and about 90% of the 
cleaning. I have spoken 
several times to her about 
helping more around the 
house since she doesn’t 
work. 

 My wife smokes pot 
every day, sleeps until 3 
p.m. and doesn’t contrib-
ute anything beyond being 
nice to me. I come home to 
a trashed house and have 
to prepare dinner, clean 
up and get ready for work 
the next day. I may have 
PTSD from my first failed 
marriage. What can I do? 
I’m ready to give up and 

just take care of myself. 
-- DOESN’T WANT TO 
HURT ANYMORE

 DEAR DOESN’T: You 
may not have PTSD. You 
DO have such low self-
esteem that you’ve been 
willing to tolerate (for 
12 years!) a marriage in 
which you do everything 
while your wife sleeps and 
spends her waking hours 
on cloud nine. 

 Tell this “kind” woman 
to sober up and help you. 
Give her a two-day dead-
line. If she doesn’t cooper-
ate, consult an attorney. 
It may cost you money or 
some assets acquired dur-
ing the marriage, but from 
your description of what 
has been going on for so 
long, it will be worth it. 

 P.S. Once she is gone, 
stay single for a few years. 

Boyfriend is punished 
for an imagined event
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CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — The Ala-

mosa Live Music Associa-
tion is providing free live 
music in Cole Park all 
summer, with its Sun-
days at Six concert series. 
The series continues on 
July 14 with the indie 
rock of Mo Lowda and 
the Humble. Head over 
to Cole Park at 6 p.m. for 
some quality live music 
by the indie rock band.

Grab your dinner and 
dessert from Tacos Mar-
tinez and Frosty Acres 
Rolled Ice Cream, whose 
food trucks will on site 
selling their delicious 
offerings at each con-
cert this summer. Catch 
the show livestreaming 
on ALMA’s Facebook 
page.

Mo Lowda and the 
Humble are a self-pro-
duced indie rock band 
hailing from Philadel-
phia. The band released 
their fourth LP on March 
3, 2023, with five singles 
leading up. Since releas-
ing their debut album in 
2013, they’ve vastly ex-
panded the sonic explo-
ration of their recorded 
material whilst develop-
ing a dialed-in, yet ener-

Mo Lowda and the Humble play Cole Park on Sunday
getic live show through 
persistent touring. In 
turn, they’ve built a rav-
enous and loyal following 
across the country, sell-
ing out clubs and theaters 
throughout the US each 
year.

Mo Lowda’s upcoming 
self-titled album is their 
most versatile and ambi-
tious work yet. It visits 
some previously unchart-
ed sonic territory for the 
band, while still provid-
ing the thoughtful, cre-
ative songwriting their 
fans have grown to love.

ALMA is again partner-
ing with RSVP (Retired 
and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram) of Alamosa County 
and the Food Bank Net-
work of San Luis Valley 
by having a food drive 
at each Sundays at Six 
concert this summer, to 
benefit the Alamosa Food 
Pantry.

All are invited to con-
tribute a non-perish-
able item or two for 
this food drive. Look for 
the receptacles under 
the ALMA tent at each 
concert.

Some ideas of much-
needed items include 
canned meat (tuna and 

chicken), peanut butter 
and other nut butters, 
low-sodium canned veg-
gies and beans, healthy 
snacks (low-sugar gra-
nola bars, dried fruit, 
etc.), gluten free items, 
healthy canned or boxed 
meals (chili, etc.), shelf-
stable milk and milk al-
ternatives. 

Sundays at Six 2024 is 
generously sponsored by 
Alamosa Building Sup-
ply, Alamosa Home, Ala-
mosa State Bank, Bank 
Shot Sports Bar, Blanca 
Peak Dental Center, City 
of Alamosa, Colorado 
Trust, Comfort Inn & 
Suites of Alamosa, Com-
munity Banks of Colora-
do, Crestone Eagle, First 

Southwest Bank, Ken-
neth King Foundation, 
KRZA, Laura Jane Muss-
er Foundation, North Riv-
er Greenhouse, RG Bank, 
SLV Federal Bank, SLV 
Health, SLV REC/Ciello, 
Sports Print Plus, Stef-
fens Quality Plumbing 
and Heating, Valley Cou-
rier, Valley-Wide Health 
Systems, Visit Alamosa, 
Wall, Smith, Bateman, 
and Xcel Energy Founda-
tion.

Mo Lowda and the Hum-
ble will be performing 

at 6 p.m. on Sunday, July 
14, in Cole Park as part 

of ALMA’s Sundays at Six 
concert series.

Courtesy photo

A convening 
of Hispano 
and Native 
American 
heirs of 

Indigenous 
enslavement

CONTRIBUTED
SANTA FE, N.M. — 

Do you have stories of 
Native American cap-
tivity and slavery that 
have been passed down 
in your family? Have 
you thought about what 
this legacy means to 
your family and commu-
nity? The team at Native 
Bound Unbound invites 
you to participate in a 
series of conversations 
and story gathering 
events titled Breaking 
the Silence of Slavery.

This initiative is led by 
former state historian of 
New Mexico, Dr. Este-
van Rael-Gálvez, whose 
professional efforts to 
recover the histories of 
Indigenous slavery as 
ethnographer and his-
torian began decades 
ago. According to Dr. 
Rael-Gálvez, executive 
director of Native Bound 
Unbound, “the story of 
Indigenous slavery has 
been quieted over the 
years by whispers as 
much as by silence, even 
by those who have in-
herited it. If there is any 
hope for transcendence 
and healing, we must 
first break this silence. 
This is the goal of these 
gatherings.”

These landmark gath-
erings are aimed towards 
convening Hispano and 
Native American heirs 
of Indigenous enslave-
ment. “Recovering these 
stories is critical for both 
tribal communities, who 
were impacted by these 
tremendous losses, as 
well as for the descen-
dants of those taken, 
who became their ances-
tors — and Breaking the 
Silence of Slavery begins 
to bring together both 
of these communities,” 
said Rael-Gálvez

“Some people grew 
up with these histories, 
holding onto photos, 
documents, stories, and 
even traditions. Others 
have spent years en-
gaged in genealogical 
and historical research 
revealing the names 
of their ancestors. Yet, 
many are just begin-
ning to explore the re-
cords and the meaning 
in this legacy. We invite 
members of these com-
munities to join us this 
summer during one of 
the three gatherings,” 
said project coordinator, 
Weston Archuleta.

The gatherings will 
take place at the fol-
lowing locations on the 
dates and times listed:

• Los Luceros Historic 
Site, Alcalde, N.M. – 
July 20, 2-4 p.m.

• New Mexico History 
Museum/Palace of the 
Governors, Santa Fe, 
N.M., Aug. 4, 2-4 p.m.

• Hacienda de los Mar-
tinez, Taos, N.M., Aug. 
17, 2-4 p.m.

These gatherings have 
been made possible 
thanks to funding from 
the Northern Rio Grande 
National Heritage Area 
and the Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation.

Although “Breaking 
the Silence” gatherings 
are local, they are set 
within a hemispheric 
project, Native Bound 
Unbound — Archive 
of Indigenous Slav-
ery (NBU). NBU was 
launched in 2022 with 
the support of the Mel-
lon Foundation. The 
objective is to create a 
digital repository cen-
tered on the lives of the 
enslaved Indigenous 
people across the Ameri-
cas, “name by name and 
story by story.”

Individuals interest-
ed in participating in 
any of these gatherings 
are asked to bring sto-
ries, photographs, docu-
ments, and artifacts that 
may have been made or 
held by an ancestor.

Anyone with questions 
or interested in attend-
ing is asked to RSVP by 
writing to info@native-
boundunbound.org.

‘Breaking 
the Silence 
of Slavery’


