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ALAMOSA – The Alamosa 
High School Class of 1984 is 
having a reunion from 6 p.m. 
to closing on Friday, Aug. 2, 
at Knee Knockers Bar and 
Grill; and from 3 to 11 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 3, at the 
Colorado Farm Brewery.

Alamosa KOC 
Bingo July 7
ALAMOSA  – Alamosa 

Knights of Columbus is 
hosting bingo from 5 to 7 
p.m. on July 7. Cost is $5. Doors 
open at 3 p.m.

Sacred Heart 
Church 

fundraiser
ALAMOSA – The Sacred 

H e a r t  C h u r c h  B a z a a r 
Committee is having a huge 
yard sale-bake sale-f lea 
market from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 13, at 709 
4th St., Alamosa.

All proceeds go for the 
upkeep of Faistl Hall, which is 
used by the entire community. 

AHS Class of 
1984 reunion

 — Inside today’s 
Valley Courier

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA -— For de-

cades, the Supreme Court 
of the United States 
(SCOTUS) has declined 
to take on the issue of 
homelessness. That all 
changed a week ago with 
a SCOTUS ruling that 
allows for the legal pun-
ishment of homeless-
ness. The decision was 
6-3 along ideological lines 
with the six conservative 
justices supporting the 
ruling.

Since a 2018 decision 
by the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Cir-
cuit in the case, Martin 
v. Boise, Alamosa and 
other municipalities have 
been expected to abide by 
a lower court 2018 ruling 
that said – when there is 
no other place for a per-
son who is homeless to 
sleep – ticketing, fining, 
arresting or otherwise 
prohibiting them from 
“camping” in public plac-
es is cruel and unusual 
punishment and violates 
the 8th Amendment to 

the Constitution.
What a difference a 

week can make.
On June 28, SCOTUS 

overturned that court 
ruling and issued a land-
mark decision that basi-
cally guts the idea that 
being fined or arrested for 
sleeping outside – even 
when there is nowhere 
else for a person to sleep 
– is cruel and unusual 
punishment. 

Six years ago, that 2018 
ruling had a significant 
impact on Alamosa. And, Courier photo by John Waters

St. Benedict’s Encampment in Alamosa.

SCOTUS ruling allows punishment for homelessness

Adams State 
Semillas de la 
Tierra photos 
on display in 
the Luther 

Bean Museum

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA – Beauti-
ful outfits and intricate 
steps keep the tradi-
tion of Mexican baile 
folklórico alive at Ad-
ams State University. 
Photos from over five 

decades of Semillas de 
la Tierra performances 
are currently on dis-
play in the Adams State 
University Luther Bean 
Museum.

A reception celebrat-
ing the music, stories, 
and dances is sched-
uled from 4 until 6 p.m. 
Thursday, July 18, in 
the museum, located on 
the second floor of Rich-
ardson Hall.

The event also fea-
tures wardrobe fash-
ions, worn by current 
Semillas de la Tierra 
members, and event 
posters, created by Ro-

gelio Briones, Audrey 
Liu, Javier González, 
and Cathy McCurdy.

Herman, Ph.D., Class 
of 1969, and Patsy, 
Class of 1970 and 1990, 
Martinez founded Semi-
llas de la Tierra in the 
fall of 1972. They will 
join current director Do-
mingo Estrada for brief 
remarks.

The reception is free 
and open to the pub-
lic. Refreshments will 
be served. The Luther 
Bean Museum is open 
from 1:30 until 4:30 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday, except holidays.

Courtesy Adams State University

A reception for Semillas de la Tierra will feature photos 
of their performances over five decades. The event be-
gins at 4 p.m. on Thursday, July 18, in the Adams State 
University Luther Bean Museum, located on the second 
floor of Richardson Hall.

Dancing across stages for over 50 years

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA— Artist Bianca Mae-
stas has been busy recently creat-
ing a new mural located on 4th 
Street facing a parking lot just east 
of the Friar’s Fork Restaurant in 
Alamosa.

Maestas is a multidisciplinary 
artist whose objective is to enrich 
the quality of everyday life through 
art.

The new mural, which is about 
half completed, will include an art 
deco motif and optimistic depic-
tions including a cherry blossom 
tree and pea pods. Maestas said 
she is thankful to the many people 
who have assisted in the mural and 
expects to have it finished in about 
two weeks. The Valley Courier will 
publish more photos as the artwork 
nears completion and photos when 
completed.

Artist Bianca Maestas is working on 
a new mural on 4th Street in Alamo-
sa. Pictured here on the afternoon 
of July 4, Maestas was hard at work 
painting.

Courier photo by John Waters

New mural in Alamosa

By NATIONAL WEATHER 
SERVICE

COLORADO — June of 2024 
saw a meandering ridge of high 
pressure across the Rockies, 
which brought periods of very 
warm temperatures, as well as 
periods of abundant available 
moisture and heavy rainfall to 
portions of south central and 
southeast Colorado.

Alamosa recorded 2 inch-
es of precipitation through 
June. This is 1.57 inches above 

normal and makes June of 2024 
the second-wettest June on re-
cord, just behind the 2.58 inches 
of precipitation recorded in June 
of 1969. For the month of June 

June weather review across the Rockies

According to the National Weath-
er Service, June was the second 
warmest and second wettest on 

record. Seen here are the Rio 
Grande and the Blanca Massif on 

a recent early July afternoon.

Courier photo by John Waters
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School Menu
Monday

July 8, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Breaded Chicken Sandwich

Tater Tots

Fruit 

& Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal Bar/Graham Cracker

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Breaded Chicken Sandwich

Tater Tots

Fruit 

& Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Breaded Chicken Sandwich

Tater Tots

Fruit 

& Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Zayanna Hosanna 
Chavez was born June 
13, 2024, to parents 
Ashley Chavez and 
Donovan Chavez both of 
Alamosa, and weighed 

6 pounds and was 19 
inches.

Maternal grandpar-
ents are John and San-
dy Medina of Brighton, 
Colo.

Paternal grandpar-
ent is Esther Chavez of 
Capulin, Colo.

Great-grandparents 
are Arthur Ruybal and 
Elva Martinez.

Zayanna Hosanna Chavez

ALAMOSA – Mrs. 
Betty Lou Brown, passed 
away on Jan. 23, 2024, 
leaving behind a legacy 
filled with warmth, pas-
sion, and dedication. Bet-
ty was born on April 23, 
1935, in the quaint town of 
Hooper, Colo., where she 
cultivated a life that was 
as vibrant and nurturing 
as the gardens she so lov-
ingly tended.

Betty’s journey through 
life was one marked by an 
unwavering commitment 
to her family.  A proud 
graduate of Hooper High 
School, she carried the 
lessons of her youth with 
grace and determination. 
Her professional path led 
her to Haynie’s Auto Parts, 
where she honed her skills 
and dedication. Eventu-
ally, Betty’s expertise and 
meticulous nature found a 
perfect fit as a bookkeeper 
with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, a role she 
fulfilled with excellence 
and pride.

Betty’s life was a testa-
ment to the power of love 
and support. She saw her 
family and friends not just 
as individuals but as ex-
tensions of her own heart.

She is survived by her 
loving daughter Patricia 

Brown and her son Scott 
Brown, both of Alamosa, 
Colo. Her light will con-
tinue to shine through her 
nieces Lori James (Dennis 
Mills) of Amarillo, Texas, 
Kay (Clinton) Tamada 
of Pueblo, Colo., and her 
nephew Mark (Douda) 
James of Broomfield, Colo.

Though Betty was pre-
ceded in death by her be-
loved husband Edwin, her 
son Robert, her parents 
Henry and Hazel, her sis-
ter Winnabeth James, and 
her brothers Charles and 
Keith Schwartz, as well as 
her brother-in-law K.W. 
James.

Betty found joy in giving 
back to her community. 
She dedicated countless 
hours volunteering at the 
Alamosa Senior Center, 
where she was not just 
a helper but a cherished 
friend. Betty’s spirit of 
generosity and compassion 
was a cornerstone of the 
center, and her presence 
there will be deeply missed 
but fondly remembered.

Betty’s zest for life took 
her on adventures far and 
wide. She traveled, and ex-
plored the majesty of Alas-
ka, the charm of Canada, 
the allure of California, 
and the warmth of San 

Antonio. These trips were 
more than mere vacations; 
they were a source of joy 
and camaraderie, particu-
larly when shared with her 
close-knit group of friends 
from the Senior Center. 

An outdoor enthusiast, 
Betty found solace and 
delight in the embrace of 
nature. Whether she was 
perfecting her swing on the 
golf course, scoring strikes 
at the bowling alley, or 
nurturing her garden into 
a spectacle of color and 
life, Betty did it all with a 
sense of passion that was 
unmistakable. Her gar-
dens were not just a hobby 
but a canvas for her soul, a 
place where her love, care, 
and creativity blossomed 
for all to see.

A Celebration of Life 
service will be held on July 
13, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Alamosa Senior 
Citizens Center. Memorial 
contributions may be di-
rected to Alamosa Senior 
Center, 92 Colorado Ave., 
Alamosa, CO 81101.

Rogers Family Mortuary 
is in the care of arrange-
ments. To leave online 
condolences, tributes and 
words of comfort for Betty’s 
family, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com.

Betty Lou Brown

Virginia Lois (McCarty) 
Martin, 86, passed away 
peacefully at her home 
in Alamosa, Colo., on 
Wednesday, July 2, 2024. 
Virginia was born on Jan. 
11, 1938, in Ballinger, 
Texas, to Jim and Lois 
McCarty.

Virginia graduated 
from Sterling City High 
School in 1955 when she 
met the love of her life, 
Don Martin, whom she 
married on April 7, 1955, 
in Loving, N.M. Don and 
Virginia had two chil-
dren, Teresa (Frank) 
Durham of Edna, Texas, 
and Marvin (Kellie) Mar-
tin of Taft, Calif.

She was an active 
member of the San Luis 
Valley Church of Christ, 
Mariposa Social Club and 
a ladies coffee club. Vir-
ginia was active until the 
minute she died. Virginia 
loved Jesus first, her fam-

ily second, and all her 
many friends.

Virginia is survived by 
her children, Teresa and 
Marvin, her seven grand-
children, Chance (Stacy) 
Martin, Kendall (Lance) 
Tipton, Casey (Cassie) 
Martin, Nathan (Aman-
da) Fraser, Melissa (Alex) 
Dewing, Paige (Robert) 
Richie and Blake (Kelsie) 
Martin. Also, Virginia 
is survived by 13 great-

grandchildren, as well 
as two nephews, Carl 
(Linda) Morris, Scooter 
Morris and niece Ginger 
Westphal.

Virginia was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Jim and Lois McCarty, 
husband, Don Martin, 
sister, Christine Morris, 
brother, Jimmy McCarty 
and nephew, Shane Mor-
ris.

A celebration of life and 
location is pending.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rials may be given to the 
San Luis Valley Church 
of Christ in Alamosa, Col-
orado or an organization 
of your choice.

Services are in the care 
of Rogers Family Mor-
tuary. To leave online 
condolences, tributes, 
and word of comfort for 
Virginia’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Virginia Lois (McCarty) Martin

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

Creede’s Zach Northrup competed in the spike driving contest as part of the 
Days of ’92 Colorado State Mining Championships in Creede on Friday. Driving 
one spike upward and three downward, his time of 46.38 seconds was leading 
the event upon his completion. A contractor by trade, Northrup is accustomed 
to driving nails, even big ones. The two-day competition has been ongoing for 
46 years.

Connecting 
with the spikesBy BARBARA 

KRUSE
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— The month of July 
1924, seemed mild and 
pleasant in the San Luis 
Valley.  Del Norte was 
swelling with pride over 
their Fourth of July cel-
ebration and claimed 
to be the biggest ever in 
the valley.  “The lid came 
off with baseball tourna-
ments, boxing, foot races, 
sack races, water fights 
with high pressure hoses, 
$1,000 worth of fireworks 
and five dances to fill the 
evening.”  The streets 
were impassable during 
the two-day event.  There 
were 500 cars in the pa-
rade, unique and patri-
otic floats and horses and 
men races.

Cumbres Pass was not 
open until July 15th.  Mo-
torists had been trying 
to use it but found them-
selves spending the night 
in their cars stuck in a 
mud hole.  A new road 
from Lake City to Creede 

offered a clear view of 
Clear Creek Falls from 
the road.

Frink Creamery in 
Mannassa was the only 
company manufacturing 
commercial quality full 
cream cheese in the SLV.  
They supplied cheese for 
the Rotary Club meet-
ing. A Colorado Wyoming 
company was planning a 
canning factory in Monte 
Vista.

State raids for alcohol 
violations got six men 
from Alamosa and eight 
men and one woman from 
San Luis all n jail.  The 
state officers represented 
themselves as racehorse 
men going to the Blanca 
rodeo and inquired where 
they could get some re-
freshments.  Veterinar-
ians in the area were tak-
ing tests for certification 
in tuberculosis eradica-
tion work.  A bucket of 
candy was the tempta-
tion that led two Alamosa 
boys to the State Refor-
matory. They had recent-

ly rifled a cash register 
and were known for their 
mischievousness. Their 
parents consented in ad-
vance that they should be 
sentenced.

Construction of a new 
Episcopalian Church in 
Alamosa had begun with 
$11,000 dollars raised.  
The parish house would 
be constructed first.

A six-pound trout, 
caught in the Rio Grande 
near Wrights Ranch, was 
on display in Pueblo.

Invasive Beet Worm 
was doing consider-
able damage at the Star 
and Newsom farms.  At 
Star, the winged swarm 
reached up the side of the 
house and into the house.  
Practically every crop 
was consumed.  Folks 
were advised to use crop 
rotation next year. 

The Stampede Parade, 
July 30 and 31 predicted 
record-breaking crowds. 
It was advised that every-
one should start building 
a float, today.  

100 years ago in the San 
Luis Valley – July 1924

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

RIO GRANDE 
COUNTY – After host-
ing an informational 
work session pertain-
ing to Dominion Voting 
Systems earlier in June, 
the Rio Grande County 
Board of Commission-
ers opened another pub-
lic forum on June 26 to 
consider their previous 
decision to renew a con-
tract with the voting 
machine company.

The discussion was 
opened by Rio Grande 
County Commissioner 
Gene Glover who began 
by stating that he was 
not happy with Domin-
ion Voting Systems and 
though it was too late to 
rescind their previous 
decision for the election 
in November, he was for 
rescinding the expan-
sion of the system, but 
to replace it would take 
more time.

“None of us are happy 
with Dominion. We all 
know that, and we all 
know it is too late to stop 
it this year. It is a fed-
eral mandate that you 
have an electronic vot-
ing machine. I am not in 
favor necessarily, in ex-
panding the system that 
we originally approved, 
but as far as getting rid 
of the Dominion Voting 
System, we are in a pro-
cess where it is going to 
take time after this elec-
tion,” said Glover.

Rio Grande County 
Commissioners were 
approached several 
months ago by Rio 
Grande County Clerk 

Cindy Hill to approve 
a standard upgrade to 
the existing contract 
with Dominion Voting 
Systems and approve 
the initial update to the 
contract. 

The machine used by 
Rio Grande County has 
passed all of the audits, 
tests and requirements 
presented by the Colo-
rado County Clerk As-
sociation or CCCA. Ac-
cording to Hill, this is 
an

upgrade to the exist-
ing contract and is a 
first amendment to the 
original contract signed 
March 31,

2017. No new equip-
ment is being added, no 
programming changes 
have been made since 
2017. The contract re-
newal approved by com-
missioners will include 
new equipment and im-
proved software sched-
uled to be installed in 
July.

Hill also explained 
that the new software 
and equipment must 
undergo the Logic and 
Accuracy Testing (LAT) 
and pass all Colorado 
State requirements be-
fore it is used in the 
election this fall. During 
the testing LAT Judges 
mark 25 ballots each, 
will run all possible vot-
ing combinations, all 
ballot marking devices 
must be tested and the 
results are hand count-
ed to confirm accuracy. 
If there are any errors 
detected or found the 
process is repeated until 
100 percent accuracy is 

confirmed.
Rio Grande Coun-

ty Commissioner and 
Chairman Tyler Rat-
zlaff said, “We have 
done our research. We 
have talked with Do-
minion and to the State 
of Colorado. It is not 
just federally mandated 
to have an electronic 
voting system; it is state 
statute as well. You 
have to have computer-
ized counting. So, I am 
afraid it is a fight. We 
think it is a fight we 
need to fight, but those 
fights have to happen 
at the state and federal 
level.”

Commissioner Scott 
Deacon said that the 
fight needed to start 
somewhere. 

The meeting continued 
with people urging the 
commissioners to ensure 
all updates and security 
patches are properly 
installed. The commis-
sioners stated this was a 
part of the contract that 
was approved.

RGC commissioners 
discuss Dominion 

Voting System again

Online - www.alamosanews.com
719-589-2553

2205 State Ave.
Alamosa
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depending upon Alamo-
sa’s response, this 2024 
ruling could, too.

A summary of local his-
tory helps to provide con-
text. 

For the past six years 
or longer, Alamosa has 
had a growing popula-
tion of people who were 
unsheltered. According 
to City Manager Heather 
Sanchez, many of those 
who were homeless were 
camping in places that 
led to numerous, some-
times daily, complaints to 
the city. 

With no alternative 
place for unsheltered peo-
ple to sleep, the 2018 rul-
ing alerted the city to the 
possibility of being sued 
and, if so, losing in court. 

When COVID hit, the 
rationale for a place 
where people could camp 
became even more evi-
dent, resulting in the con-
struction of St. Benedict’s 
Campsite in May of 2020. 

“In order to keep un-
sheltered individuals in 
Alamosa from camping 
throughout the communi-
ty in alleys, trails, parks, 
sidewalks, open space or 
other public lands,” San-
chez told the Valley Cou-
rier in 2021, “it is legally 
necessary for the city to 
have a location where 
people who are homeless 
can camp.”

After the SCOTUS rul-

ing was released last 
week, the Valley Courier 
reached out to Sanchez, 
asking if the city planned 
on revisiting the need for 
St. Benedict’s since the 
legal justification no lon-
ger existed. 

“This ruling does 
change the justification 
for having St. Benedict,” 
Sanchez responded. “Our 
plan is to host some sort 
of public meeting where 
City Council can hear 
from the public on their 
thoughts of keeping St. 
Benedict and provide di-
rection to staff.  

“The details of this 
meeting have not yet 
come together, but we 
will obviously want to get 
the details out as broadly 
as possible once they are 
set. Homelessness is such 
a complex and controver-
sial topic that we want to 
make sure we handle this 
discussion appropriately 
and transparently.”

While the City of Ala-
mosa considers what 
different path, if any, to 
take going forward, oth-
er cities are applauding 
the 2024 ruling, saying 
the 2018 ruling was too 
ambiguous or tied their 
hands in keeping public 
spaces open and safe. 

Others are hoping that 
exercising legal authority 
to ticket or arrest people 
will strongly encour-
age them to access what 
services are available or 
force them to move on to 
some other place. 

Those who oppose the 
ruling are asking ques-
tions that are not easy to 
answer.

Homelessness is on the 
rise, everywhere. In 2023, 
according to the U.S. 
Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment, 653,104 people 
experienced homeless-
ness in the U.S., mark-
ing a record-high tally 
and a 12 percent increase 
over 2022. Among them, 
111,620 were children 
without homes.

While there clearly are 
other contributing fac-
tors, there is widespread 
agreement that the num-
ber one cause of home-
lessness is a lack of af-
fordable housing. 

If someone has to sleep 
on a sidewalk, it’s likely 
due, at least in part, to 
no place to rent or what 
places there are to rent 
costing more than they 
can pay. 

With that in mind, what 
will issuing a ticket ac-
complish other than forc-
ing him or her to move 
where she will likely get 
another ticket?

And for those who are 
issued so many citations 
that they end up in jail, 
what is accomplished 
by having a record that 
makes it even more diffi-
cult to get a job or place 
to live?

Lance Cheslock, execu-
tive director of La Puente 
Home Inc. and longtime 
advocate for people who 

are homeless, voiced sim-
ilar oppositions.

“This ruling will have 
national and Colorado 
implications. It’s a pro-
gression of events that ul-
timately creates barriers 
to people being able to be 
sheltered when the lack 
of shelter is what is caus-
ing the problem.

“Progressively, as 
people get ticketed and 
are unable to pay their 
fines or unable to relo-
cate to a different place, 
ultimately the inability 
to pay those mounting 
fines makes it difficult 
for a person to stay 
within the boundaries 
of the law. 

“When people end up in 
jail for a situation that, 
for whatever reason, they 
currently are unable to 
change, that’s basically 
turning someone who is 
homeless into someone 
who will be identified as 
a criminal. 

“Life is going to get 
harder for those we all 
serve. Outside of shel-
ters and the couches of 
friends, where will people 
experiencing homeless-
ness be welcome?”

Homelessness is com-
plex. How this ruling 
helps or makes it worse is 
yet to be discovered.

The Valley Courier 
reached out to Alamosa 
Police Department Police 
Chief George Dingfelder 
for his reaction but there 
was no response prior to 
press time.

as a whole, above-normal 
temperatures were ex-
perienced across south-
central and southeast 
Colorado, with generally 
above-normal precipita-
tion across south-central 
Colorado and pockets of 
above-normal and well-
below-normal precipi-
tation across southeast 
Colorado.  

The preliminary aver-
age temperature in Ala-

mosa for June was 64.3 
degrees. This is 3.7 de-
grees above normal and 
makes June of 2024 the 
second-warmest June on 
record in Alamosa, just 
behind the 64.5-degree 
average June tempera-
ture in 2012. The av-
erage June maximum 
temperature in Alamosa 
was 82.3 degrees, which 
is 2.1 degrees above 
normal. The average 
June minimum temper-
ature in Alamosa was 
46.3 degrees, which is 
5.4 degrees above normal. 

Join CDA staff and members 
of the Colorado Agricultural 
Commission for an in-per-
son meeting in Alamosa to 
learn more about how the 
Colorado Department of 
Agriculture (CDA) is pres-
ent in communities across 
the state, including the San 
Luis Valley. The forum starts 
at 5:30 p.m. on July 9 at 
the Rio Grande Farm Park, 
6935 Colorado Highway 17, 
Alamosa. Hear from CDA 
staff about how the Depart-
ment is structured and how 
it serves the agricultural 
community across the state, 
meet CDA staff members, 
and get an overview of 
how policy and legislation 
moves through the legis-
lature. The meeting will 
include time for a Ques-
tion & Answer session with 
CDA staff. To RSVP go to 
ag.colorado.gov/events.

Courier photo by John Waters

CONTRIBUTED
CONEJOS COUNTY 

— The 11th Rocky Moun-
tain Estates Community 
Firehouse Art Show and 
Fundraiser will take 
place July 13 and 14.

People can enjoy live 
music and refreshments 
while browsing the work 
of world-class artists in 
a beautiful mountain 
setting. The show begins 
on Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Sunday, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Located 
24 miles from Antonito 
on State Highway 17 
to Horca at FDR 250, 
where event signs will 
be posted, then 7 miles 
north. The firehouse is 
adjacent to Rocky Mtn 
Lodge, 7700 FDR 250 
Antonito.

Featuring the work 
of renowned artist from 
Rocky Mountain Estates 
and the surrounding area, 
the show will include 
paintings and sculptures 
by Charles Ewing, Jim 
Gilmore, Gwen McBride, 
and Dave Spensley, as 
well as the work of gourd 
artist Andi Wardlaw, 
silversmith Gene Chris-

tensen, and woodworker 
David French.

New this year will be 
a drawing for prizes, in-
cluding some big-ticket 
items, such as two Unit-
ed Airlines super-saver 
tickets for anywhere in 
the USA, horseback trail 
ride for two, fly fishing 
lessons, iron elk wall 
hanging, redwood out-
door bench, a fire pit, 
and a Texas weekend 
guest cabin rental. Tick-
ets for the prize draw-
ings may be purchased 
at the door.

Proceeds from the 
show benefit the local 
volunteer fire depart-
ment and firehouse. 
Since it can take up to an 
hour for one of the local 
fire departments to reach 
this remote mountain 
community, it is a goal 
to provide safety for resi-
dents and visitors to the 
area until professional 
help can arrive. The vol-
unteer fire department 
and firehouse are sup-
ported almost entirely 
through contributions 
from the community and 
fundraisers like this.

By NANCY HARRIS
ALAMOSA – Spark 

the Change Colorado, a 
leading volunteer non-
profit dedicated to service 
and community health, 
invites the public to its 
monthly speaker series, 
“Spark Speaker Series: 
Empowering Aging in 
Colorado.”

The next event in the 
series is at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 10, 
at the Alamosa Senior 
Citizens Center. Hosted 
by the Retired and Se-
nior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP) of Alamosa Coun-
ty, the series addresses 
issues pertaining to older 
adults and their health 
and features local expert 
speakers on topics such 
as well-being, nutrition, 
volunteering, memory, 
physical health, and 
much more. All are wel-
come and no registration 
is necessary. 

Each presentation in 
the series will take place 
on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 1 p.m. in 
the activity room of the 
Alamosa Senior Citizens 
Center, 92 Colorado Ave.

The featured speaker 
for July 10 is Deborah 
Palmer, MM, MT-BC, 
Board Certified Music 
Therapist, who has over 
17 years of experience 
working with older 
adults, hospice, rehabili-
tation, and persons with 
special needs. Palmer’s 
presentation is titled, 
“Music’s Influence on Ag-
ing and Well-Being.” The 
presentation will cover 
the basics of music ther-
apy, how music impacts 
various aspects of aging, 
and how older adults can 
utilize music to maintain 
and improve health. The 

Courtesy photo

Certified Music Therapist 
Deborah Palmer will speak 
at the Alamosa Senior Cen-
ter on July 10 regarding 
‘Music’s Influence on Ag-
ing and Well-Being.’

Spark Speaker Series 
continues July 10

presentation will also in-
clude a live music demon-
stration.

In addition to Palmer’s 
presentation, Nancy Har-
ris, Spark the Change 
Colorado’s RSVP Man-
ager for Alamosa Coun-
ty, will talk about the 
benefits of volunteering 
in one’s community and 
ways to get involved with 
RSVP.

“Come with an open 
mind, a desire to learn 
more about seniors and 
their well-being, and with 
your own ideas of future 
topics and speakers. We 
will be gathering input 
from participants at each 
of the events to determine 
what folks from our senior 
community are interested 
in learning about through 
the monthly series,” orga-
nizers stated.

For more information 
about the Spark Speaker 
Series, or to become an 
RSVP volunteer, con-
tact Harris at nharris@
sparkthechangecolorado.
org or 303-867-0868, or 
visit www.sparkthech-
angecolorado.org/rsvp.

Rocky Mountain Estates Firehouse 
Art Show and Fundraiser

Courtesy photo

Charles Ewing is a well-known western artist, known for his figurative paintings of people, wildlife and nature us-
ing oils, clay board and bronze sculpture. Also pictured is Lee Ann Nielsen. 

Colorado Department of 
Agriculture in Alamosa July 9
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I don’t know, he 
said.

You don’t 
know? What do 
you mean you 
don’t know?

I don’t know, he 
said again.

My goodness 
— I thought to 
myself.  Are you 
sad, mad, glad or 
restless? Please 
explain.

That conversation made me think 
about my mom who has now been in 
heaven for 14 years. It doesn’t seem 
that long. My aunt, her sister, has 
been gone 17 years now. I didn’t know 
who to talk to when Mom left; she had 
been my long-distance confidant, my 
comedic partner when we dissected 
those Saturday-Sunday puzzles. 

It wasn’t long ago that my son, my 
cousin and I went to Aunt Nono’s grave 
in the Alamosa Cemetery to pray and 
sing one of her favorite songs. My son 
led the song based on the verse promi-
nent on her headstone: The joy of 
the Lord is my strength. Wayne also 
helped me when I didn’t know, when 
I didn’t have the strength to walk and 
fetched my two-seater so I could move 
to Aunt Nono’s grave site across the 
section from Edna’s husband’s site. 

I think it is difficult to live our lives 
from time to time and so my son’s “I 
don’t know” has probably been every-
one’s response during duress, whatev-

Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

I don’t 
know

er it might be from unexpected death 
to the end of long suffering. It is dif-
ficult for parents to release their chil-
dren to the world; bird families do this, 
lion families do it, elephants do it and 
humans must do it as well. Whether 
parent or offspring, we all face the un-
certainties of life and say to ourselves: 
I don’t know. I don’t know what to do. 
I don’t know what to say. I don’t know 
where to go. I don’t know what to do 
with the tax forms. (And on, and on 
and on.)

When my students didn’t know what 
to write, I would ask them to free write 
and just think about questions in the 
textbook or one I asked: “What was 
your earliest experience with fishing?” 

Somewhere in their free writing ex-
pressions, students would come to an 
idea that captured them.

Sometimes we have to be still and 
know that God is God, to borrow an 
idea from the Bible, Koran, or Tanakh. 
This activity might be the most diffi-
cult of all for some of us. Our lives, 
even in the rural San Luis Valley, 
are abuzz with trips here, activities 
there, and chores to do before sunset. 
It’s in meditation that so many find 
their lost centers and their deep soul-
ful thoughts. Meditation might take 
the form of yoga, squarely sitting on 
the floor or in a chair or it might be 
delving into an interest with all your 
thoughts: like painting, sculpting, 

sewing, cooking, weed eating, walking, 
running or reading.

Whatever form your meditation 
takes this week, don’t be afraid of “I 
don’t know”; instead take the lead for 
yourself and be mindful of what comes 
along: your toes, foes, woes, knows, 
no’s, and your supposes.  My mom 
would say to me: Count your blessings, 
Nellie. So finally, be sure to count your 
blessings when “I don’t know” pleads 
with your mind. 

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college ed-
ucator and long-time local columnist. 
Reach her at columnsbynellie.com or 
email her at columnsbynellie@gmail.
com.

Senility-gate and Mrs. Alito’s flags
By ANN COULTER

Can you imagine if The New York 
Times had covered the Biden White 
House as closely as it covered Justice 
Samuel Alito’s wife’s collection of nov-
elty flags?

The media’s playing Praetorian 
Guard for one party isn’t good for de-
mocracy, but oddly, it’s not even good 
for the Democrats. Biden’s open-
mouthed, faraway stare at a nationally 
televised debate isn’t the first shock 
revelation to rock a Democratic can-
didate in the middle of a presidential 
campaign.

Al Gore spent 20 years boasting 
about his service in Vietnam. “I took 
my turn regularly on the perimeter in 
these little firebases out in the boonies. 
Something would move, we’d fire first 
and ask questions later,” he told Vanity 
Fair, among other macho quotes. And 
then he decided to run for president, 
and we found out Gore had a personal 
bodyguard in Vietnam, the most dan-
gerous weapon he carried was a type-
writer, and he left after three months.

John Kerry claimed to be a valiant, 
Purple Heart-deserving Vietnam vet-
eran who spent Christmas 1968 in 
Cambodia “despite President Nixon’s 
assurances that there was no combat 
action in this neutral territory” -- all 
dutifully reported in the press. Then he 
ran for president, and it was suddenly 
discovered that more than 280 Swift 
Boat Veterans for Truth called Kerry 
a liar, his Purple Heart was based on a 
self-inflicted wound that required the 
life-saving application of a Band-Aid, 
his boat was never in Cambodia, and 
Nixon wasn’t president in 1968. 

Right up until last Thursday, we’ve 
been assured by the entire media con-
glomerate that Joe Biden is the sharp-
est he’s ever been, “intellectually, ana-
lytically” -- the words of MSNBC’s Joe 
Scarborough just last month.

Then 50 million people watching the 
first presidential debate found out the 
leader of the free world barely knows 
his shapes and colors. About halfway 

through the debate, the stenographer 
typing the closed-captioning commit-
ted suicide. 

Typical Biden sentence: “We’re able 
to make every single solitary person 
eligible for what I’ve been able to do 
with the with the COVID, excuse me, 
with, um, dealing with everything we 
have to do with, uh, look, if. We finally 
beat Medicare.”

Cut to senior deputy press secretary 
Andrew Bates: “President Biden takes 
round-the-world trips that reporters 
publicly call exhausting and has gone 
to two active war zones. [He] works 
around the clock and does many eve-
ning events.” Right. The only clock 
Biden works around is the one that 
tells him it’s time to take his meds.

Reporters’ suck-uppery to Demo-
crats is the mirror opposite of what I 
describe in “Resistance Is Futile!”: The 
media’s hate-fueled attacks on Trump 
-- He’s Hitler! He’s a rapist! He’s a Rus-
sian collaborator! -- not only fall apart 
upon the slightest examination, but 
they keep helping him. At this point, 
Trump’s about one mug shot away 
from a landslide this November. Maybe 
journalists should try working through 
their rage with psychiatrists instead of 
in their reporting.

Has the debate fiasco finally led them 
to learn their lesson?

Nope!
In the least surprising opinion of the 

term, this week the Supreme Court 
found that the president has absolute 
immunity from criminal prosecution 
for official acts that are exclusively 
committed to him by the Constitution; 
presumptive immunity over all other 
official acts; and zero immunity for un-
official acts. Courts are to determine 
what is or isn’t an official act based on 
precedent, context, etc.

In a dissent that sounds like it came 
from someone with the Twitter bio 
“mom.artist.loves birds,” Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor alleged that the court’s rul-
ing permits a president to do the fol-
lowing:

“Orders the Navy’s SEAL Team 6 to 
assassinate a political rival? Immune. 
Organizes a military coup to hold onto 
power? Immune. Takes a bribe in ex-
change for a pardon? Immune. Im-
mune, immune, immune.”

This demented interpretation was 
wholeheartedly endorsed by The New 
York Times and fanboyed by the rest 
of the media. Twitter and MSNBC 
have been chockablock with hysterical 
women claiming the opinion gives the 
president the right to be a dictator and 
assassinate rivals.

Try to grasp what they are saying. 
Their argument is: OMG! The courts 
are going to find that assassinating po-
litical rivals is within the president’s 
exclusive constitutional duties! There-
fore, our only protection is to submit 
a president’s acts to the courts -- the 
same courts that we expect to find a 
“The president shall assassinate politi-
cal rivals” clause in the Constitution.

Liberals are incapable of thinking 
in abstract terms. They can’t conceive 
of life beyond the next election or the 
possibility that a rule of general appli-
cability will also apply to one of their 
guys someday. (Anybody remember 
Bill Clinton?) Every court opinion is 
evaluated on a single metric: Will this 
help or hurt Trump right now?

Thus, for example, the Times edito-
rial denounced the immunity ruling 
solely because the decision would allow 
presidents to “encourag[e] an insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol.”

No mention of presidents interning 
Japanese (FDR); expropriating gold 
from U.S. citizens (FDR); seizing the 
steel mills (Truman); using the CIA to 
spy on a rival’s political campaign, and 
the FBI to bug an opponent’s campaign 
plane (LBJ); bombing a foreign country 
on the eve of his scheduled impeach-
ment (Clinton); or flinging open the 
border in direct violation of federal law 
(Obama, Biden).

But that’s not even the Times’ most 
ridiculous response to the immunity 
ruling. Moments after the (mundane) 

decision came out, the Times slapped 
this headline on its homepage:

“Thomas and Alito took part in the 
case, despite calls for their recusal.”

Yes, despite demands by utter im-
beciles at the Times that Alito recuse 
himself because his wife collects novel-
ty flags, and Thomas because the Dem-
ocratic Party has never hated anyone 
so much ... they declined.

It’s a wonder these media blood-
hounds had no idea that the sitting 
president of the United States is a veg-
etable.

Ann Coulter is an American conser-
vative media pundit, author, syndicat-
ed columnist, and lawyer.
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Religion

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 

pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6814
Pastor Jesse Ciccone
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702

United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00
 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for information.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

When members of the 
Society of Jesus gather at 
Borgo Santo Spirito, their 
headquarters 
near the Vati-
can, they wor-
ship surround-
ed by the relics 
of Jesuit saints 
and works of 
sacred art.

This includes 
the work of 
Father Marko 
Ivan Rupnik, 
who the Jesu-
its expelled in June 2023 
after long investigations 
into allegations that he 
sexually and emotion-
ally abused as many as 30 
women in religious orders. 
The Vatican excommuni-
cated the Slovenian priest 
in 2020 -- but quickly 
withdrew that judgment.

Some abuse, according 
to alleged victims, took 
place while nuns were 
serving as models for 
Rupnik’s art.

The question the Vati-
can should answer, ac-
cording to the leader of 
the Pontifical Commis-
sion for the Protection of 
Minors, is whether it’s 
time to remove Rupnik’s 
art from Vatican websites 
and publications, as well 
as holy sanctuaries.

“We must avoid sending 
a message that the Holy 
See is oblivious to the psy-
chological distress that 
so many are suffering,” 
wrote U.S. Cardinal Sean 

Should Vatican stop showing art by a problematic priest?
P. O’Malley of Boston in 
a June 26 letter to lead-
ers throughout the Vati-

can curia. “I 
ask you to bear 
this in mind 
when choosing 
images to ac-
company the 
publication of 
messages, arti-
cles, and reflec-
tions through 
the various 
communication 
channels avail-

able to us.”
O’Malley’s full text has 

not been released, but 
quotations have appeared 
in Catholic media, includ-
ing in a report posted on 
the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops website.

Still, the Vatican News 
website continues -- as 
seen on the June 28 
“Saint of the Day” page 
-- to feature an image of 
St. Irenaeus drawn from 
a Rupnik mosaic in the 
Catholic diplomatic office 
in Paris. The website of 
the Rupnik-linked Centro 
Aletti in Rome documents 
that his images are dis-
played in 200-plus loca-
tions around the world.

O’Malley stressed that 
“pastoral prudence” would 
suggest that displaying 
Rupnik’s art could “indi-
cate indifference to the 
pain and suffering of so 
many victims of abuse.”

Two days after the car-
dinal’s letter, five former 

nuns who have claimed 
abuse by Rupnik sent a 
letter of their own to more 
than 100 bishops and oth-
er Catholic leaders linked 
to institutions display-
ing the priest’s art. The 
Associated Press quoted 
the letter: “Notwithstand-
ing the years that have 
passed, the trauma that 
each suffered has not been 
erased, and it lives again 
in the presence of each of 
Father Rupnik’s works.”

This drama is unfold-
ing soon after remarks by 
Pope Francis, who said 
it has been positive for 
church life that journal-
ists have avoided “pro-
fane” and “political” cover-
age of scandals.

“I would like to add the 
delicacy that you so often 
have in speaking of scan-
dals in the Church: There 
are some and many times 
I have seen in you a great 
delicacy, a respect, an al-
most, I say, ‘abashed’ si-
lence,” said Francis dur-
ing a January meeting 
with accredited Vatican 
reporters. “Thank you 
for the effort you make to 
maintain this vision that 
is able to look behind ap-
pearances, to grasp the 
substance, that does not 
bend to the superficiality 
of stereotypes and pre-
conceived formulas of the 
information-spectacle. 
...”

Then, during the Catho-
lic Media Conference in 

Atlanta, Paolo Ruffini, 
the leader of the Vatican 
Dicastery for Communi-
cation, delivered a June 
21 address to journal-
ists, urging them to stay 
positive and help promote 
Catholic unity.

Ruffini noted: “Chang-
ing the narrative towards 
hope, recognizing the dy-
namism of good, setting 
hearts ablaze and orient-
ing them towards com-
munion, witnessing a dif-
ferent type of storytelling, 
which is generative and 
creative, this is the way to 
spread the good news and 
to give a Christian inter-
pretation to anything that 
happens in the world.”

Asked about Rupnik 
during a question-and-
answer session, Ruffini 
replied -- according to a 
participant’s video ob-
tained by The Pillar web-
site -- that removing art 
from church life would not 
reflect the values of “civi-
lization.” Also, Catholics 
around the world have 
become accustomed to 
praying in the presence of 
Rupnik art and, he added, 
it is “inspiring” that the 
Jesuits have not removed 
the mosaic in Borgo Santo 
Spirito.

A journalist asked if 
Ruffini thought pull-
ing Rupnik’s work from 
Catholic sites would show 

a Vatican commitment to 
comforting victims.

Ruffini replied: “Well, 
I think you’re wrong. I 
think you are wrong. I re-
ally think you are wrong. 
... Removing, deleting, 
destroying art does not 
ever mean a good choice. 
This is not a Christian re-
sponse.”

Terry Mattingly is Se-
nior Fellow on Commu-
nications and Culture at 
Saint Constantine Col-
lege in Houston. He lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see, and writes Rational 
Sheep, a Substack news-
letter on faith and mass 
media

Saturday, July 6
“I acknowledge my sin 

to you, and my iniquity 
have I not hid. I said, I will 
confess my transgressions 
to the LORD; and you for-
gave the iniquity of my 
sin. Selah.” (Psalms 32:5 
AKJV)

Sin is the problem. The 
Lord is the answer. All the 
world needs to know this.

Sunday, July 7
“I sought the LORD, and 

he heard me, and deliv-
ered me from all my fears.” 
(Psalms 34:4 AKJV)

Let the Lord give you the 
courage you need. He will 
take care of you.

Monday, July 8
“The angel of the LORD 

encamps round about 
them that fear him, and 
delivers them. O taste and 
see that the LORD is good: 
blessed is the man that 
trusts in him.” (Psalms 
34:7-8 AKJV)

Trust the Lord. You will 
be blessed.

Tuesday, July 9
“Then Moses said to 

Aaron, This is it that the 
LORD spoke, saying, I will 
be sanctified 
in them that 
come near 
me, and be-
fore all the 
people I will 
be glorified. 
And Aaron 
held his 
peace.” (Le-
viticus 10:3 
AKJV)

We must regard God as 
holy. We cannot treat Him 
with little to no respect. 
God is holy!

Wednesday, July 10
“And the cares of this 

world, and the deceitful-
ness of riches, and the 
lusts of other things en-
tering in, choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful.” 

(Mark 4:19 AKJV)
We must be careful to 

not let the things of this 
world keep us from serving 
the Lord.

Thursday, July 11
“A little 

that a righ-
teous man 
has is bet-
ter than the 
riches of 
many wick-
ed.” (Psalms 
37:16 AKJV)

R e a l 
riches are 

found in our relationship 
with the Lord.

Friday, July 12
“Delight yourself also in 

the LORD: and he shall 
give you the desires of your 
heart. Commit your way to 
the LORD; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass.” 
(Psalms 37:4-5 AKJV)

Amen! This is life at its 
best.
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(NAPSI)—Much of the 
U.S. could face hotter 
than normal conditions 
this year as the climate 
crisis drives higher tem-
peratures—but you can 
keep yourself and those 
you care about safe. 

Consider these facts 
and figures:

• 2023 was the hottest 
year on record, and scien-
tists warn that 2024 could 
break records again. 

• Since the 1960s, heat 
waves have become more 
frequent, more intense 
and longer lasting. 

• Heat-related deaths 
are on the rise. 

What You Can Do
When extreme heat 

blankets the country, the 
American Red Cross rec-
ommends you take these 
steps: 

1. Slow down by post-
poning or limiting out-
door activities, including 
strenuous exercise. If you 
must work outdoors, take 
frequent breaks and try 
to schedule tasks early or 
late in the day. Remem-
ber, hot cars can be dead-
ly—never leave children 
or pets in a vehicle. 

2. Stay hydrated. Drink 
plenty of water and avoid 
sugary, caffeinated and 
alcoholic drinks. Be sure 
animals have access to 
plenty of fresh water and 
shade. 

3. Spend time indoors in 
an air-conditioned place. 
If you don’t have air con-
ditioning, go to a public 
library, shopping mall 
or public cooling center. 
Call 211 to find an open 
location. Check on loved 

Cool ways to protect yourself from heat-related illness
ones and neighbors who 
may be at risk and lack 
air conditioning to ensure 
they are safe. 

Signs of Illness
You should also know 

how to recognize the 
signs of heat-related ill-
ness and what to do. It’s 
critical to react quickly.

• Heat can make any-
one ill, especially older 
adults, the very young, 
pregnant women and 
those with chronic medi-
cal conditions. People 
who work outdoors, have 
limited personal resourc-
es and live in places with-
out green spaces are also 
at higher risk.

• Heat cramps are an 
early sign of trouble and 
include heavy sweat-
ing with muscle pains or 
spasms. To help, move 
the person to a cooler 
place and encourage 
them to drink water. Get 
medical help if symptoms 
last longer than an hour 
or if the person has heart 
problems.

• Heat exhaustion is 
a more severe condition 
signaled by cool, pale 
and clammy skin; a fast 
or weak pulse; nausea 
or vomiting; tiredness or 
weakness; or a headache, 
dizziness or passing out. 
To help, move the person 
to a cooler place, loosen 
tight clothing and en-
courage them to sip water 
slowly. Use wet cloths, 
misting or fanning to 
cool them off. Get medi-
cal help right away if 
symptoms worsen or last 
longer than an hour, or if 
the person vomits or acts 

confused.
• Heat stroke is a dead-

ly condition that requires 
immediate medical help. 
Symptoms include a high 
body temperature; hot, 
red, dry or damp skin; 
a fast or strong pulse; a 
headache or dizziness; 
or nausea, confusion and 
passing out. Call 911 
right away if you think 
someone may have heat 
stroke. Then move the 
person to a cool place, and 
use wet cloths, misting or 
fanning to help cool them 
off. Do not give the person 
anything to drink.

Extreme Weather on 
the Rise

Along with heat waves, 
the U.S. is experiencing 

more frequent and in-
tense disasters. The Red 
Cross encourages every-
one to prepare now by 
making a plan to stay 
safe, gathering impor-
tant supplies and know-
ing how you’ll stay con-
nected. Visit redcross.
org or download the free 
Red Cross Emergency 
app for real-time weather 
alerts and safety infor-
mation in English and 
Spanish. Find the app in 
smartphone app stores by 
searching for the “Ameri-
can Red Cross.”

Extreme heat can be 
deadly, but you can take 

steps to stay safe

Courtesy photo

By JENNIFER SHUTT
Colorado Newsline

WASHINGTON — 
Public health officials have 
diagnosed a Colorado farm 
worker with the coun-
try’s fourth human case 
of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the state’s 
department of health re-
ported Wednesday.

The Colorado case, the 
state’s first this year re-
lated to spread from dairy 
cattle to humans, was re-
ported after an adult man 
working on a farm in the 
northeast region of the 
state experienced conjunc-
tivitis or pink eye.

The unidentified man, 
who has since recovered, 
was being monitored by 
public health officials after 
dairy cattle on the farm he 
worked on tested positive 
for H5N1, or bird flu.

Dr. Rachel Herlihy, an 
epidemiologist with the 
Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Envi-
ronment, wrote in a state-
ment announcing the diag-
nosis that the “risk to most 
people remains low.”

“Avian flu viruses 
are currently spreading 
among animals, but they 
are not adapted to spread 
from person to person,” 
Herlihy wrote in the state-
ment. “Right now, the 
most important thing to 
know is that people who 
have regular exposure to 
infected animals are at 
increased risk of infection 
and should take precau-
tions when they have con-
tact with sick animals.”

Nationwide, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
has reported bird flu in 
139 dairy herds through-
out a dozen states, includ-
ing Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minne-
sota, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Ohio, South Da-
kota, Texas and Wyoming.

In Colorado, there have 
been 27 dairy herds where 
at least one cow has tested 

positive for H5N1 since the 
outbreak began, according 
to data from the USDA.

The other three human 
cases reported this year in-
clude two dairy farm work-
ers in Michigan and one in 
Texas. Two of the cases 
were pink eye, while one of 
the Michigan patients ex-
perienced mild respiratory 
symptoms.

The Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and 
Environment wrote in its 
announcement Wednes-
day that 2022 was the last 
time a person within the 
state was diagnosed with 
bird flu. That time it was 
the result of infected poul-
try.

Bird flu continues to 
spread in the country’s 
poultry flocks as well, 
though that industry has 
had much more time to 
adjust and get its workers 
used to wearing personal 
protective equipment than 
dairy farmers have.

More than 97 million 
poultry throughout 48 
states have tested positive 
for H5N1 since this out-
break began in January 
2022, according to reports 
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion.

Unlike dairy cows, which 
generally recover from 
bird flu, poultry flocks are 
culled after a diagnosis, 
making response and re-
covery to H5N1 vastly dif-
ferent.

The USDA began a vol-
untary pilot program for 
dairy farmers in late June 
that gives them the op-
tion to have their herd’s 
bulk milk tanks tested. 
The program is designed 
to make it easier for farm-
ers to transport their cows 
across state lines.

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices announced Tuesday 
that it would direct $176 
million to Moderna to de-
velop a vaccine that would 
inoculate people against 
the virus.

Fourth human case of bird 
flu diagnosed in Colorado 

dairy farm worker
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Here’s Your 
Sign!

We can fill it for you.

Call Keith or Debbie,

719-589-2553

Group is 
celebrating 

125th 
anniversary 
this summer

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

CREEDE — With 
Fourth of July celebra-
tions happening this 
week, the Creede Ladies 
Aid is ready to come out 
and celebrate its quas-
quicentennial (125th) 
year with the commu-
nity they are proud to 
serve. The organization 
has been hard at work 
planning for their rum-
mage sale and the two-
day event is set to cap-
ture the love, pride and 
joy the society has for 
Creede.

Creede Ladies Aid 
is ready to celebrate 
its 125th anniversary. 
This organization is the 
oldest community or-
ganization in Creede’s 
history and in honor of 
that heritage, the group 
is planning to celebrate 
all summer with a va-
riety of events geared 
toward the community 
they love to serve.

On July 17 and half 
a day on July 18, the 
Virginia Christensen 
Multi-use Facility will 
be transformed into a 
treasure trove of used 
items, antiques and so 
much more. From baked 
goods to auction items 
to help raise funding for 
the organization, there 
is something for every-
one at this area-favorite 
event.

Beginning two days 

prior to July 17, La-
dies Aid will be receiv-
ing donations from 
anyone who may have 
something to give for 
the rummage sale and 
if someone needs help 
gathering or transport-
ing the items, they need 
only call for help. Email 
Janet Harrison at janet-
baltesharrison@gmail.
com, to schedule a pick-
up.

For the past 125 
years, Ladies Aid has 
helped the Creede com-
munity in so many ways 
and while looking back 
through the years, only 
one word comes to mind, 
“blessed.”

“This is really exciting 
for us, and it makes me 
very proud to be a part of 
this organization. When 
you look at the bigger 
picture and look back 
through the years and 
all the good things the 
Ladies Aid has done for 
Creede and the support 
of the community for us, 
it’s just amazing,” said 
Ladies Aid Member Ja-
net Harrison. 

As their quasqui-
centennial year gets 
started, the committee 
planning events is look-
ing for recipes, photos, 
historical anecdotes 
or any other historical 
information about the 
organization from any-
one willing to share. 
The theme for the year 
beyond the whimsical 
word “quasquicentenni-
al” is Hearts and Hands 
Moving Mountains. This 
theme will be present in 
everything the organi-
zation plans to do this 
summer.

Though details are 

still being worked out, 
the group plans to par-
ticipate in the Fourth 
of July Parade, to host 
a community celebra-
tion and to hold their 
annual Ladies Aid Rum-
mage sale for two days 
in July.

Through the years 
that Ladies Aid has 
served Creede they 
have done everything 
from providing the first 
safety net for Creede 
residents including 
supporting other local 
organizations like the 
Mineral County Search 
and Rescue, the Creede 
Repertory Theatre, 
Creede Early Learning 
Center, the local vet-
erinary clinic, the Care 
and Share Program and 
more. 

Not only do they sup-
port other local organi-
zations, but the group 
also provides medical 
help and other finan-
cial assistance, grocery 
vouchers for fresh food 
for families in need, 
bereavement dinners 
for mourning families, 
make and sell migrant 
worker and foster child 
bags and much more. 

“We are just so proud 
of the work we do and 
the community we 
serve. It is our great-
est blessing, and we 
want to make sure and 
thank the many women 
who are here during 
the summer, our gen-
erous and outstanding 
men who come out every 
year to help and to the 
Creede community for 
all of the support. This 
will be a great year, so 
get excited,” said Har-
rison.

By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

Organizers of a pro-
posed ballot initiative 
to ban large cat hunt-
ing in Colorado said 
they delivered over 
180,000 signatures to 
the secretary of state 
on Wednesday, getting 
them one step closer to 
posing the question to 
voters in November.

“Today we submit sig-
natures to give Colorado 
voters an opportunity 
to stop the inhumane, 
unsporting killing of 
mountain lions and bob-
cats for their heads and 
their beautiful coats,” 
Samantha Miller, cam-
paign manager for Cats 
Aren’t Trophies, said in 
a statement.

To qualify for the bal-
lot, initiative support-
ers must gather 124,238 
valid signatures of reg-
istered voters across 
the state. Cats Aren’t 
Trophies, which is en-
dorsing Initiative 91, 
had until July 5 to sub-
mit those signatures.

The initiative would 
declare that trophy 
hunting — meaning it is 
not a defensive act — is 
inhumane. It would out-
law hunting of moun-
tain lions, and hunting 
and trapping of bobcats 
and lynx. That type of 
hunting would be classi-
fied as a Class 1 misde-
meanor and punishable 
by a five-year wildlife li-

cense suspension. Mul-
tiple offenses would re-
sult in a lifetime license 
revocation.

It would still allow 
the killing of mountain 
lions and bobcats if they 
are deemed a threat to 
human life, livestock 
and property.

Currently, there is 
a hunting season for 
mountain lions that 
runs from November 
to May. Hunters killed 
502 mountain lions 
during the 2022-2023 
season, according to a 
report from Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife.

In Colorado, hunters 
are required to prepare 
big game, such as lions, 
for human consump-
tion. It is a felony to 
take a “trophy” from 
the animal such as the 
head or hide and then 
abandon the carcass.

There are also hunt-
ing and trapping sea-
sons for bobcats. Lynx 
are federally protected 
and can’t be hunted 
or trapped, but hunt-
ers sometimes mistake 
them for bobcats.

Initiative backers say 
that trophy hunters 
hire professional guides 
to guarantee a moun-
tain lion kill. The kill-
ing of female lions cre-
ates orphaned kittens, 
which typically stay 
with their mothers for 
18 months.

CPW asks hunters to 

voluntarily reduce kill-
ing female lions.

Opponents of the 
initiative include the 
Colorado Wildlife Con-
servation Project, a 
coalition of hunting or-
ganizations. That or-
ganization contends 
that harvest limits 
and hunter reporting 
and inspection require-
ments are strong regu-
lations that ensure a 
healthy mountain lion 
population.

“The future of Colo-
rado’s wildlife manage-
ment is at a crossroads. 
The underpinnings of 
science-based wildlife 
management adminis-
tered by wildlife profes-
sionals may be on the 
ballot this November, 
and the stakes couldn’t 
be higher,” Gaspar Per-
ricone, chair of CWCP, 
said in a June state-
ment.

A 2022 bill to ban 
mountain lion hunting 
died in its first legisla-
tive hearing.

The secretary of 
state’s office has 30 
days to review signa-
tures. There are two cit-
izen-led initiatives that 
already have a place on 
November’s ballot. One 
would recognize the 
right to abortion in the 
state Constitution and 
another would set a 4% 
cap on yearly growth in 
statewide property tax 
revenue collection.

Ladies Aid prepares for 
annual rummage sale

Supporters of Colorado 
mountain lion hunting ban 
submit petition signatures

Follow us on Facebook
Alamosa Valley Courier



Sports 

Bulletin
SCHEDULE

FRIDAY
PRCA Rodeo

Ski-Hi Stampede local 
rodeo, 1 p.m.

Ski-Hi Stampede, 7 p.m.

ALAMOSA PARKS 
AND RECREATION 

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE

12-14 Baseball
At Ortega Middle 
School south field

TUESDAY
Sanford B vs. Alamosa, 

5 p.m.
Sanford A vs. Alamosa, 

6:30 p.m.
End of season

9-11 baseball
At Cole Park

TUESDAY
Angels vs. Pirates, 5 p.m.
Cubs vs. Red Sox, 6:15 

p.m.
Rockies vs. Dodgers, 

7:30 p.m.

9-11 girls softball
At Lee Field #3

TUESDAY
Monte Vista vs. Ace of 

Bases, 6 p.m.
M o n t e  V i s t a  v s . 

Battitudes, 7:15 p.m.

7-8 coed machine pitch
At Sunset Field

WEDNESDAY
Longhorns vs. Predators, 

5:30 p.m. (southwest)
Strikers vs. Little Rascals, 

5:30 p.m. (northeast)
Sliders vs. Thunderdogs, 

6:30 p.m. (northeast)

Co-ed Tee-ball
At Tee-ball field

MONDAY
Sandhogs vs. Rug Rats, 

5:30 p.m. (north field)
Little Hitters vs. Outlaws, 

5:30 p.m. (south field)

Wolfpack vs.  Litt le 
Giants, 6:30 p.m. (south 
field)

Men’s softball league
At Lee Field 2
End of Season 
Tournament

TUESDAY
99 Problems vs. Happy 

Mountain/NGNL, 7 p.m.
Winner Game 1 vs. REC/

Deuces, 8 p.m.
WOLO vs. Platinum, 9 

p.m.

Coed Leisure softball
At Lee Field

MONDAY
Cutthroats vs. CRP Dust 

Devils, 7 p.m. (Field 1)
Top Notch vs. Livingstone 

Trucking, 7 p.m. (Field 2)
WOLO vs. Steel line, 7 

p.m. (Field 4)
Bomb Squad vs. The 

Dirty Dozen, 8 p.m. (Field 1)
Where My Pitches At vs. 

The Undertakers, 8 p.m. 
(Field 2)

Bros Before Throws vs. 
All Valley Towing, 8 p.m. 
(Field 4)

Where My Pitches at vs. 
CRP Dust Devils, 9 p.m. 
(Field 1)

La Puente Homers vs. 
War Turtles, 9 p.m. (Field 2)

Batt itudes vs.  SOS 
Misfits, 9 p.m. (Field 4)

WEDNESDAY
Livingstone Trucking vs. 

Bros Before Throws, 7 p.m. 
(Field 1)

SOS Misfits vs. Tandberg’s 
Angels, 7 p.m. (Field 2)

Cutthroats vs. La Puente 
Homers, 7 p.m. (Field 4)

War Turtles vs. Where My 
Pitches At, 8 p.m. (Field 1)

The Undertakers vs. The 
Misfits, 8 p.m. (Field 2)

All Valley Towing vs. 
Bomb Squad, 8 p.m. (Field 
4)

CRP Dust Devils vs. Top 
Notch, 9 p.m. (Field 1)

The Dirty Dozen vs. 
WOLO, 9 p.m. (Field 2)

The Misfits vs. La Puente 
Homers, 9 p.m. (Field 4)
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Alamosa, Centauri each place three players on All-
IML baseball team

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

Intermountain League 
released its All-League 
baseball team in late May 
with both Alamosa and 
Centauri each placing 
three players on the squad.

For the Mean Moose, 
Xavier Lujan and Nelson 
Arambula on the first 
team, while Tony Griego 
was honorable mention.

Lujan batted .208 with 
one double and 10 RBIs. 
He had the top earned 
run average at 5.70 and 
he struck out 40 and 
walked 20.

Arambula led Alamosa 
in batting with a .418 
average which included 
six doubles, one triple and 
16 RBIs.

Griego batted .406 with 
two doubles, one triple 
and nine RBIs. He had 
an 8.56 ERA with three 
strikeouts and six walks. 
He also stole eight bases.

The Mean Moose had an 
overall record of 7-16 and 
were 4-4 in league play.

The Falcons had two first 
team players including 
Jace Haslett and Diego 
Hernandez.  Kamryn 
Garcia was honorable 
mention.

Haslett led the Falcons 
in batting with a .460 
average. He had eight 
doubles, one triple and 15 
RBIs. Pitching-wise, he 
recorded eight strikeouts 
and 13 walks.

Hernandez batted .298 
with four doubles, one 
triple and 15 RBIs. He 

had 32 strikeouts and 32 
walks.

Garcia had a .333 
batting average with two 
doubles and 25 RBIs.

Centauri ’ s  overal l 
record was 8-15 and it 
was 1-7 in league play.

Montezuma-Cortez’s 
Cory Carver was the 
Player of the Year.

Pagosa Springs’ Ben 
Garcia was the Coach of 
the Year.

Courier file photso by Ken Hamrick
Alamosa’s Xavier Lujan.

Alamosa’s Nelson Arambula (10) and Centauri’s 
Kamryn Garcia.
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Public Notices

099 - 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Request for Proposal
The Rio Grande Water Conservation District is seeking proposals 
from qualified contractors to construct a surface water recharge sta-
tion consisting of several measurement structures, a settling pond, 
recharge pond, and an additive alternate overflow area. Contact 
Taylor Chick at (719) 589-6301 for a bid packet. Information can be 
accessed online at www.rgwcd.org. Please include relevant qualifica-
tions  and  timeline for completing the project. Proposals must be 
received by 3:30 p.m. July 19, 2024 and may be submitted in person 
or by mail to 8805 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by 
e-mail to Taylor@rgwcd.org.
No. 4015.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, & 12, 2024.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Conejos County Housing Authority, lo-
cated at 510 Richfield Rd. in La Jara, is requesting $200,000 through 
an application to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Housing Preservation Grant, to provide long-term low-interest loans 
to low income homeowners and/or to provide grants to very low in-
come homeowners of Conejos County for home rehabilitation activi-
ties.  Details are available by emailing karen@conejoshousing.org.  
All interested parties are invited to review application activities and 
to provide comments to karen@conejoshousing.org between July 6, 
2024 and July 22, 2024.
No. 4016.
Published in the Valley Courier on July 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, & 16, 2024.

ATTENTION AHS 
“CLASS of 75”. 50th 
reunion scheduled for 
June 6th & 7th, 2025. 
Contact Pam Eden Scott 
@ Facebook or email 
alamosahighschoolclas-
sof1975@yahoo.com. 
(7/10/24)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(7/24/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

D I R E C T O R  O F 
COMMUNICATIONS 
&  E NGAGE M E N T 
(DCE). LA PUENTE 
is our community’s re-
sponse to address the 
effects of poverty by 
providing a safety net 
of services, where in-
dividuals and families 
get what they need to 
stabilize, heal, strength-
en,  a nd  u l t i ma t ely 
thrive. Seeking DCE 
who will lead/manage 
a team to engage the 
community through pre-
sentations, publications, 
special events, public 
relations, and social me-
dia communications. 
Seeking self-star ter, 
with strong written oral 
skills and the ability to 
lead a team. Join our 
staff of dedicated pro-
fessionals and learn the 
joys and satisfaction 
of helping others. Sal-
ary $46-52k DOE.  Full 
benefits package. Send 
resume/cover letter & 
request job descr ip-
tion: hr@lapuente.net  
La Puente, P.O. Box 
1235, ALAMOSA, CO  
81101; 719 589-5909 
(Ext 238) www.lapu-
ente.net. (7/26/24)

T H E  C R E ST ON E 
CHARTER SCHOOL 
is at t racting skil led 
educators for a MS/HS 
SCIENCE TEACHER 
position. Qualified ap-
plicants will have a 
breadth of knowledge in 
biology, physics, chem-
istry, and earth science 
as well as instructional 
practices for individu-
alized, project-based, 
experiential learning; 
teacher’s license is pre-
ferred but educational 
experience is required. 
Salaried with benefits 
ranging from $40-60K, 
Fulltime for the 2024/25 
SY. CCS also seeks a 
PART-TIME TRANS-
PORTATION COOR-
DINATOR & DRIVER 
to start ASAP for the 24-
25 school year. Wages 
range from $16.50-20.00 
per hour. The position 
i ncludes  coord i na -
tion of van fleet, driv-
ers, and sports and trip 
driving. Clean driving 
record (not CDL) re-
quired. Call 719-256-
4907 or visit www.cres-
tone-charter-school.org/
employment. (8/9/24) 

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
LOCAL FOODS CO-
A LITION seeks an 
HR & EQUITY CO-
ORDINATOR to pro-
vide human resources 
functions and equity 
best practices for our 
local nonprofit. Submit 
your resume and cover 
letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com. Additional require-
ments can be found at 
ww.slvlocalfoods.org/
jobs/ . (7/13/24)

CENTER IN NEED 
OF WORKERS. There 
are SEVERAL POSI-
TIONS AVAILABLE. 
Hours 8:00 am-??? Com-
petitive wages. Please 
inquire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
St reet,  Center,  CO. 
(8/7/24)

H E L P  WA N T E D 
PART TIME - DEPU-
TY CORONER:  Ex-
perienced individual 
needed for On Call Part 
time position assisting 
the Saguache County 
Coroner. The position 
will be an on call/as 
needed position. Coro-
ner calls are paid at 
$150.00 per call and 
Transports are $150.00 
per call, Weekday on 
call $15.00 per day and 
Weekend on call $30.00 
per day. Please contact 
April Quintana with 
the Saguache County 
Administration office 
for an application or 
printable at www.sa-
guachecounty.colorado.
gov . Call 719-655-2231 
for more information. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. SAGUACHE 
COUNTY is an EEO 
employer. Drug testing 
and a background check 
will be required for final 
applicants. (7/24/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for a MAINTENANCE 
EMPLOYEE. This is a 
full-time position with 
benefits. Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life cover-
age. The salary for this 
position will be paid 
from the current MVSD 
Maintenance and Cus-
todial Salary Schedule, 
which can be viewed 
on the district website 
- Employment Oppor-
tunities page. Placement 
on the salary schedule 
will be determined by 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by July 18, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. (7/24/24)
JR/SR HIGH LAN-
G U A G E  A R T S 
TEACHER needed at 
DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL. Appli-
cants must have a bach-
elor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teaching License with 
a secondary Language 
A r t s  endo r s em ent . 
Please submit your ap-
plication, resume, and 
cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy at 
719-657-4020. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/7/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
car ing individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PARA-
EDUCATOR. Appli-
cants must have a high 
school diploma and 
prior experience work-
ing with students with 
special needs is pre-
ferred. Please submit 
your application to Amy 
Duda, DNES Principal 
at 950 French Street, 
D E L  N O RT E ,  C O 
81132; aduda@urtigers.
co; or call at 719-657-
4050. The position will 
be open until filled. You 
can pick up an applica-
tion at the District Office 
or on-line at urtigers.co. 
(8/6/24)

AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROV I DE R 
needed for the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT in 
DEL NORTE. 150 days 
per year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school. Appli-
cants must have a high 
school diploma and ex-
perience working with 
young chi ldren is a 
plus! Applications may 
be retrieved online at 
urtigers.co please email 
ahorrocks@urtigers.co 
or aduda@urtigers.co 
for more information or 
to send completed ap-
plications. (8/6/24)

$24.00

4$25

$25
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

Parking Spaces For Rent

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

DEL NORTE JR/SR 
HIGH SCHOOL is look-
ing for an energetic and 
experienced candidate 
to serve as the district’s 
STRENGTH & CONDI-
TIONING COACH. This 
position will assume the 
responsibility and obliga-
tion of establishing and 
maintaining a strength 
and conditioning pro-
gram for all sports. Ad-
ditional responsibilities 
include teaching junior 
high school physical edu-
cation and high school 
physica l  educat ion /
weight training courses. 
Applicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree and 
either possess or be able 
to obtain the appropri-
ate Colorado teaching 
license. Please submit 
your application, resume, 
and cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (8/6/24)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accepting 
applications for a Full-
Time CUSTODIAN. All 
candidates must pass 
background checks. Ap-
plications can be down-
loaded at www.sanford-
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(7/10/24)

MOUNTAIN VALLEY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
has the following open-
ings for the 24-25 school 
year: K-12 PE; HS SCI-
ENCE; K-12 PRINCI-
PAL. Send inquiries/re-
sumes to Mr. Stagner @ 
Stagnerb@valley.k12.
co.us or call 719-655-
2578. (7/10/24)

P O TAT O  WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ER A L POSI T IONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
St reet,  Center,  CO. 
(8/7/24)

THE TOWN OF CEN-
TER is excited to an-
nounce an opening in 
our PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT. We are 
seeking a motivated and 
skilled individual to join 
our team. This position 
offers the opportunity to 
directly serve the Center 
community, playing a 
vital role in Serving as 
the town’s Enforcement 
agent in code, building 
and animal control. It is 
a full-time position. We 
are recruiting for one 
ENFORCEMENT OF-
FICER. Applicant must 
also have the ability to 
interact with custom-
ers and possess good 
communication skills. 
Applicant must also pass 
a background check and 
pre-employment drug 
testing. The candidate 
will also be subject to 
random drug testing. 
The job descr ipt ion 
and the application is 
on the Towns website, 
townofcenter.colorado.
gov. Please submit your 
application to Town Hall 
or email to jhurtado@
centerco.gov . The dead-
line is until positions are 
filled. (7/20/24)

LA PUENTE STREET 
OUTREACH is looking 
for an OUTREACH 
COORDINATOR who 
is  passionate about 
working with home-
less and vulnerable 
people in the San Luis 
Valley. The Outreach 
Coordinator will be in-
volved in supplies man-
agement, community 
engagement, contact 
with community part-
ners, and on the ground 
suppor t  for  p eople 
who are experiencing 
the effects of poverty. 
This position will also 
require creation and 
maintenance of Street 
Outreach data tracking, 
analysis, and reporting. 
$38-$42, DOE. Full 
benefits package. Please 
send resume and cover 
letter to hr@lapuente.
net. (7/10/24)

THE TOWN OF LA 
JARA is accepting ap-
plications for POLICE 
OFFICER. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
cer tif ied; will ing to 
submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Salary 
starting at $48,500.00 
depending on experi-
ence. The Town of La 
Jara offers an excellent 
benefit package that 
includes vision, dental 
and medical insurance, 
PTO and paid holidays. 
Applications may be 
picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way; call 719-274-5363 
for more information. 
(7/19/24)

EDUCATION MAN-
AG E R :  C E N T E R 
H E A D  S TA R T  i s 
searching for an EDU-
CATION MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Edu-
cation or equivalent, 
experience working with 
diverse children and 
families, knowledge of 
Early Childhood devel-
opment and ECE re-
ports. Highly advised 
that applicants have 
good communication 
skills, leadership skills 
and ability to plan and 
problem solve. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Center Head Start 
Office or on the website. 
Questions please call the 
office at 719-759-9259. 
(7/31/24)

FAMILY SERVICES 
MANAGER: CEN-
TER HEAD START is 
looking for a highly mo-
tivated FAMILY SER-
VICES MANAGER. 
Applicants must have 
strong interpersonal and 
communication skills. 
Required to have a de-
gree, certificate or cre-
dential in social work, 
human services, family 
services, or counseling 
related field at hire or 
within 18 months of 
hire. This position works 
closely with our families 
to help them reach their 
goals and create com-
munity partnerships. 
Highly preferable if bi-
lingual (English/Span-
ish). Applications can be 
picked up at the Center 
Head Start Office or on 
the website. Questions, 
please call the office at 
719-759-9259. (7/31/24) 
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Classifieds

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

350 - FARM 

EQUIPMENT

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

520 - 

CAMPING

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

341 - GARAGE 

SALE

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

525 - 

GUNS

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a HS ASST. 
V O L L E Y B A L L 
COACH. The salary 
for this position will 
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Extra Duty 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pi r a t es. mont e. k12.
co.us/employmentop-
portunities, by July 9, 
2024, or until the posi-
tion is filled. For ques-
tions contact the Dis-
trict Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(7/17/24)

S A N G R E  D E 
CRISTO has open-
ings for the following 
positions: SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR; K-12 
MUSIC TEACHER; 
MS FOOTBALL; HS 
BOYS & GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL; NUTRI-
TION STAFF. Please 
contact Dave Crews 
for more information 
719-420-1422 or Jenna 
Mondragon at 719-717-
0871. (7/24/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a MIDDLE 
S C H O O L  8 T H 
GRADE LANGUAGE 
ARTS (ELA) TEACH-
ER.  A complete list 
of desired qualifica-
tions and experience is 
posted on the district 
website. Monte Vista 
School District oper-
ates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competitive 
salary and an excel-
lent benefit package 
including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
HSA match, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Sal-
ary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by educa-
tion and experience at 
time of hire. Applica-
tions may be submit-
ted through our online 
employment application 
https://www.pirates.
monte.k12.co.us/em-
ploymentopportunities  
by July 2, 2024 or until 
the position is filled.   
For questions contact 
the District Administra-
tion Office at 719-852-
5996. (7/9/24)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL is seeking 
DIRECTOR of STU-
DENT BEHAVIOR, 
ATHLETIC DIREC-
TOR, and SCHOOL 
SAFETY MANAGE-
MENT for the upcom-
ing 2024-2025 school 
year. Submit complet-
ed application to Mr. 
Kevin Jones, Super-
intendent by email to: 
kjones@sierragrande-
school.net. Applica-
tions are available at the 
District office, 17523 
Hwy. 160, Blanca, CO 
81123 or online at www.
sier ragrandeschool.
net. Effective mana-
ger ial, supervisory, 
and human relations 
skills, and computer 
skills. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Mr. Kevin Jones at 719-
379-3259. Position open 
until filled. EOE. This 
institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
(7/17/24)

M E C H A N I C:  J T 
TIMBER FALLING 
is hiring a full-time 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
a n d  T RUC K  M E -
CHANIC in BLAN-
CA, CO. $25-$45/hr 
depending on experi-
ence. Monday – Friday 
schedule. Benefits are 
available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit jttimber.
com to apply. (7/17/24)

T OW N  O F  D E L 
NORTE MUNICIPAL 
COURT CLERK. Town 
of Del Norte is hiring 
PART-TIME Munici-
pal Court Clerk. High 
school graduate or GED 
equivalent and two 
years of office, legal, 
and court clerical. Will 
work closely with Town 
municipal judge for op-
erations and procedures 
of the municipal court 
system. With knowl-
edge of legal termi-
nology and practices. 
Oversees and maintains 
the court dockets, re-
cords of all pending 
and disposed cases, and 
ensures accurate and 
updated information. 
All administrative and 
technical duties in sup-
port of municipal court. 
Send resume to Town 
of Del Norte -Attention 
Town Clerk. Resumes 
may be submitted by 
email to delnorte1860@
outlook.com or mailed 
to Del Norte Town Hall 
140 Spruce Street, Del 
Norte, Co 81132. EOE. 
(7/17/24)

P O W E R  Z O N E 
E Q U I P M E N T  i s 
looking to hire a Full-
Ti me  C E RT I F I E D 
ELECTRICIAN with 
a MASTER ELEC-
TRICIAN’S LICENSE. 
Pay range of $30-$40/
hr with benefits pack-
age. Deadline to apply 
7/3/24. Send resume to 
greg@powerzone.com 
or call 719-754-1981 to 
apply. (7/9/24)

R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hiring!  
Available full-time po-
sitions with competitive 
pay and benefits in-
clude: ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE APPRAISER 
TRAINEE; PUBLIC 
H EA LT H N U RSE; 
ROAD & BRIDGE 
EQUIPMENT OPER-
ATOR; SHERIFF’S 
O F F I C E  D E T E N -
T I O N / D I S PAT C H 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice DETENTION/DIS-
PATCH SERGEANT 
a n d  C O R P O R A L; 
Sheriff’s Office ROAD 
DEPUTY; Sheriff’s Of-
fice JAIL COOK; SO-
CIAL SERVICES LE-
GAL TECHNICIAN 
MANAGER. Benefits 
include medical, retire-
ment, and paid time-
off. Visit www.riogran-
decounty.org for details 
including applications 
and job descriptions 
or pickup at Human 
Resources: 925 6th St., 
Rm. 200, DEL NORTE, 
CO. (7/26/24)

SPRINKLER RE-
PAIR & INSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice!! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (8/7/24-monthly)

HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(8/6/24)

YARD SALE: SAT-
URDAY, July 6, 318 
10th St., 8AM-?, Brown 
Apts.  Lots  of  n ice 
things. (7/6/24)

GA R AG E  SA L E : 
SATURDAY 7/6th, 9 
to 3, 14-17 ROSS AVE. 
Inside back house. Lots 
of BABY CLOTHES. 
(7/6/24)

BIG ESTATE SALE: 
July 5-6 in ALAMOSA, 
10:00am-4:00pm. Lo-
cated at end of East 
11th Street (7510 S. 
110 Rd.). Truck, an-
tique tractors, TOOLs, 
Home items of all kinds, 
Kitchen, freezer, and 
bed linens. EVERY-
THING MUST GO! 
(7/6/24)

GA R AG E  SA L E : 
3571 CR 103S, Norton 
on 103. Saturday July 
6TH, 9AM to 4PM. 
(7/6/24)

2005 HESSTON 4910 
BALER New Monitor, 
Preservative Applica-
tor, moisture sensor, ac-
cumulator. Field ready. 
$22,500 OBO 719-850-
1143. (7/13/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

MALE JACK RUS-
S E L L  T E R R I E R 
puppy. 1st shots. Reg-
istered parents on-site. 
719-480-0000. $500. 
(7/6/24)

AC R E AG E  F O R 
SALE - $2,000/ACRE. 
Contact Rick 928-277-
6140. (7/6/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA COUNTY: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

26’JAYCO CAMPER: 
WELL maintained, 
clean, 14’ slideout, aw-
ning, new tires & bat-
tery, solar AC/heater, 
propane tanks, FULL 
kitchen, bath, & more. 
Reasonable. 719-852-
3735. (7/17/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

2 BEDROOM NEAR 
ASU/ Hospital, 1204 
Lincoln. No smokers/ 
vapors. 1 year lease, 
references. 719-588-
1422. (7/26/24)

1  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENTS with 
WASHER/DRYER for 
rent. Across from ASU. 
Ca l l  719-251-3597. 
(7/13/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $2150/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available 6/1/24. Con-
tact 719-852-5101 or 
719-852-5350. (7/9/24)

614 - MOBILE HOMES

FOR RENT

2  B E D R O O M  1 
BATH, nice extended 
unattached garage. Sits 
on FENCED 2 ACRES, 
non-smoking. Close to 
west side of ALAMO-
SA. $850.00 a month 
with $850 deposit, all 
due signing. Available 
July 1st. Call 719-589-
9485. (7/19/24)

1993 BUS, PARTLY 
CONVERTED. Lo-
cated at M&M storage 
on 17 behind Loaf&jug. 
Call for details. 815-
5 4 6 - 2 7 3 4  M a r k . 
(7/17/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band of two years was es-
tranged from his children 
after a nasty divorce. He 
reconnected with his son 
“Mack” four years ago and 
has made every effort to 
show him he’s a good man 
and is truly sorry for not 
being there for a time. 

 The only time my hus-
band gets to spend time 
with Mack is when he’s 
asked to do a project at 
Mack’s house. He is not 
invited to any social events. 
We’ve asked to take Mack’s 
family to dinner, and he 
won’t give a straight an-
swer. My husband is so 
hurt. He wants to get to 
know Mack and his grand-
children, yet he is kept at 
a distance. 

 We are at our wits’ end 
trying to figure out why 
Mack won’t let his father 
into his life. I have never 
even met him. My husband 
has expressed his feelings, 
asked Mack what’s holding 
him back and promised 
he’d never hurt him or 
his family. We don’t know 
what to do next. Please 
help. -- NO PROGRESS 
IN CONNECTICUT

 DEAR NO PROGRESS: 
And ... where is Mack’s 
MOTHER? How long did 
she keep the children away 
from their father? To what 
lengths did she go to alien-
ate them? 

 Mack may not want to 
meet you because he thinks 
you destroyed his parents’ 

marriage and took his dad 
away. He may be unwilling 
to get closer because he 
doesn’t trust his father or 
because he’s afraid it will 
hurt his mother. Or, Mack 
could simply be using his 
father for the labor he pro-
vides on those projects he’s 
invited to work on. 

 What to do next would 
be for your husband (and 
you) to take a long, hard 
look at what is and isn’t 
going on with Mack, and 
move on with your lives if 
necessary.

 DEAR ABBY: My sister 
and I were born seven years 
apart and didn’t have a 
relationship. This contin-
ued into our adult life and 
actually became worse. She 
was almost bordering on 
cruel. Our parents didn’t 
know. She married an 
abusive man who isolated 
her once our parents died. 
When my father passed 
away, they went in and 
took his belongings. Things 
like this were the norm for 
them. We barely spoke for 
30 years unless I initiated 
a short, uncomfortable 
conversation. 

 Three years ago, my 
sister’s husband died sud-
denly, leaving her in a 
house that is infested with 
vermin and could be con-
demned. She and I now talk 
regularly, and I help her 
with some expenses. More 
costly things like major 
plumbing and roofing now 
need to be done. 

 My sister wants to bor-
row money and pay it back 
in the future. I am not 
comfortable with that, and 
I’m struggling based on 
our past. I have a good life 
and am feeling very guilty. 
What should I do? -- OBLI-
GATED IN CALIFORNIA

 DEAR OBLIGATED: 
What you should do is 
listen to your gut -- it is 
guiding you in the right 
direction. That your sis-
ter went in and stole your 
father’s property with no 
regard to what you should 
have received tells you all 
you need to know about her 
morals. Do not feel guilty 
for the good life you have 
created for yourself. You 
deserve it. Give your sister 
no more than you can afford 
to lose and you won’t be 
disappointed. 

Father and son reconnect 
but they’ve yet to ‘connect’
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Dan Brauch, Aquatic 
Biologist – Gunnison

Eric Gardunio, 
Aquatic Biologist-

Montrose

Estevan Vigil, 
Aquatic Biologist - 

Monte Vista

Jim White, Aquatic 
Biologist - Durango

John Alves – Senior 
Aquatic Biologist

This report is based 
on the best informa-
tion available as of 
July.  Water levels 
and stream flows, con-
ditions that are not 
usually under CPW 
control, can change 
significantly and can 
have some effects on 
access, stocking, and 
fishing.  Surface acre-
ages listed are for full 
lake volume unless 
otherwise noted.  For 
the most up-to-date 
information, read-
ers are encouraged 
to visit the CPW Web 
Site at http://www.
cpw.state.co.us and 
go to Things to do / 
Fishing / Statewide 
Conditions or Stock-
ing Report.  You can 
also call the CPW Bi-
ologist or your local 
CPW Area Office for 
more detailed infor-
mation.  A valid Col-
orado fishing license 

2024 Fishing Forecast
is required to fish in 
Colorado.

Rio Grande Basin
Estevan Vigil – Monte Vis-

ta (719-587-6908) or estevan.
vigil@state.co.us

Beaver Creek Reservoir 
(114 ac)

This popular fishing des-
tination is located 8 miles 
southwest of South Fork. 
Dam repairs were completed 
in 2016 and the reservoir has 
been refilled.  Rainbow trout, 
brown trout, and kokanee 
salmon have been stocked 
in the reservoir for multiple 
years.  The water levels in 
the lake will allow for boat-
ing access through the sum-
mer. Historically, traditional 
trout fishing techniques such 
as bait fishing with worms 
or power bait and spin fish-
ing with Kastmasters, Pan-
ther Martins, or Rapalas have 
worked well.

  

Big Meadows 
Reservoir (114 ac)

This popular fishing desti-
nation is located at the head-
waters of the South Fork 
Rio Grande, 13 miles west 
of South Fork. Mountain 
scenery is outstanding at 
this high country 
reservoir.  Wa-
ter level will 
be normal 
throughout 
the sum-
mer allow-
ing boaters 
to launch 
on the lake. 
Stocking rate 
will be similar 
to past years with 
25,000 catchable (10 inch) 
rainbow trout scheduled to 
be stocked from May through 
September.  Although the 
majority of fish caught will 
likely be recently stocked 
rainbow trout, a 2015 survey 
of the reservoir showed that 
a good number of rainbow 
trout survive the winter in the 
reservoir which provides an-
glers an opportunity to catch 
these larger, over-wintered 
fish.  When available from 

our hatcheries, Big Meadows 
is typically stocked with a 
small number of “broodfish” 
rainbow trout (16-20 inch) to 
give anglers an opportunity 
to catch large fish.  Fishing 
is expected to be good to ex-
cellent throughout the sum-
mer for rainbow trout (10-14 
inch) and brook trout (10-12 
inch). Traditional trout fish-
ing techniques usually work 
well, including power bait, 

worms, and lures 
( K a s t m a s t e r s , 

Panther Mar-
tins and Ra-

palas). Fly 
fishing in 
the evening 
s h o u l d 
p r o d u c e 

good results 
for brook 

trout as well as 
rainbow trout.

Mountain Home 
Reservoir (631 ac)

Mountain Home Reservoir 
is a popular fishing destina-
tion located 4 miles southeast 
of Fort Garland.  This reser-
voir provides outstanding 
views of the Sangre de Cris-

to Mountains. Fluctuations 
in water level are expected 
throughout the summer due 
to irrigation water releases. 
Stocking level will be simi-
lar to past years, with 36,000 
catchable (10-inch) rainbow 
trout scheduled to be stocked 
from May through June. 
Sub-catchable (3-inch) rain-
bow trout are also stocked 
annually to allow these 
smaller fish to grow natu-
rally in the reservoir.  When 
available from our hatcheries, 
Mountain Home is typically 
stocked with a small number 
of “broodfish” rainbow trout 
(16-20 inches) to give anglers 
an opportunity to catch large 
fish. Fishing for rainbow 
trout from the bank or boat 
should be good throughout 
the summer.  Earlier this 
spring, the reservoir was 
stocked with 700 12-20 inch 
Cutthroat Trout. Tradition-
al trout fishing techniques 
usually work well, including 
power bait, worms, and lures 
(Kastmasters, Panther Mar-
tins and Rapalas). Northern 
pike were discovered in 2011 
by CPW biologists during 
their standardized sampling 

efforts. This was most likely 
due to an illicit introduction. 
Anglers are encouraged to 
keep all northern pike they 
catch as the bag and posses-
sion for this species is un-
limited statewide.  Reducing 
the completion between the 
Northern Pike will also allow 
for better growth of the pike 
themselves. 

■ See FISHING page 3
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We’ll Hook You Up 
with a Great Day 

of Fishing!

Call 719-376-5660 or email info@conejosriveranglers.com

Southern Colorado’s Premier 
Fly Fishing Guide Service, 
Fly Shop & Cabin Rentals

Let Our Professionals Make Sure 
You’re On The Right End Of The Pole!

29377 Hwy 159 - Fort Garland, CO 
(located next to the Museum)

Mon. - Sat. • 8:00am - 5:00pm
For bid or quote info: 719-379-3518

www.postcommissary.com
commissary@gojade.org

No Fish Too Big
or Too Small

Fishing Supplies & Licenses

Rito Hondo 
Reservoir (39 ac)

Rito Hondo Reservoir has 
historically grown large brook 
trout, but emergency dam re-
pairs caused the reservoir to 
be drained in late 2022.  The 
reservoir remained drained 
for all of 2023, for the dam to 
be repaired.  The low water 
allowed for the removal of the 
non-native brook trout, and 
the lake and drainage above 
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Fishing
■ Continued from Page 2
will be stocked with Native 
Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout 
this year.  The cutthroat will 
take 3 to 5 years to grow to 
catchable levels.  There are no 
catchable fish in Rito Hondo 
Reservoir at this time.  

Road Canyon 
Reservoir (140 ac)

This popular fishery is 
located in the upper Rio 
Grande basin, 29 miles west 
of Creede.  Sub-catchable 
(3 inch) rainbow trout and 
brook trout are stocked an-
nually to allow these smaller 
fish an opportunity to natu-
rally grow in the reservoir to 
a size in which anglers can 
catch these fish. The water 
level should be normal with 
minimal fluctuations later in 
the summer. The trout fish-
ery consists of rainbow trout 
(10-18 inches) and brook 
trout (12 – 16 inches).  Good 
fishing for rainbow trout and 
brook trout using tradition-
al trout fishing techniques 
should be expected from May 
to July. Trolling lures or cast-
ing artificial flies from boats 
and float tubes work well, es-
pecially early in the season. 
Algae blooms and aquatic 
vegetation growth may im-
pact bank fishing in late sum-
mer.

Sanchez Reservoir 
(4571 ac)

This popular coolwater fish-
ery is located 8 miles south 
of San Luis. Outstanding 
views of the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains may be observed 

from this reservoir.  A few 
northern pike and walleye 
are still in the reservoir, but 
common carp, white suckers, 
and channel catfish domi-
nate the fishery. Yellow perch 
are gradually returning, but 
abundance continues to be 
low.  CPW is currently work-
ing to reestablish the yellow 
perch through annual stock-
ing efforts to provide a prey 
base that allows the re-estab-
lishment of predatory fish in 
the future.  Recently, there 
have been some reports of 
12-18 walleye being caught in 
Sanchez Reservoir.     

Smith Reservoir 
(280 ac)

This highly productive 
trout fishery is located 4 
miles south of Blanca.  The 
reservoir was drawn down 
very low during this last win-
ter and few fish are expected 
to have survived.  The lake 
will be stocked with a to-
tal of 24,000 catchable (10 
inch) rainbow trout in 2024 
to mitigate the loss of fish 
over the winter.  The reser-
voir has been getting stocked 
since May and is scheduled to 
be stocked every two weeks 
through mid-July. Tradition-
al trout fishing techniques 
usually work well, including 
power bait, worms, and lures 
(Kastmasters, Panther Mar-
tins and Rapalas). 

Trujillo Meadows 
Reservoir

Located 24 miles west of 
Antonito, Trujillo Meadows 
Reservoir offers good fish-
ing opportunity for rainbow 
trout and brown trout.  This 

■ See REPORT page 4
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reservoir is stocked with 
sub-catchable brown trout 
on an annual basis allowing 
those fish to naturally grow 
in the reservoir to sizes an-
glers can catch.  The reservoir 
will be stocked with 10,000 
catchable (10 inch) rainbow 
trout throughout the sum-
mer.  Fishing is best from ice 
out through September. Tra-
ditional trout fishing tech-
niques usually work well, in-
cluding power bait, worms, 
lures (Kastmasters, Panther 
Martins, and Rapalas), and 
flies. 

 

Conejos River
Fluctuations in water lev-

els should be expected due 
to irrigation water releases 
from Platoro Reservoir.  An-
gling for brown trout should 
be good to excellent from 
Mogote to Platoro. Best fish-
ing areas include the Fly 
Water from Aspen Glade 
Campground upstream to 
Menkhaven Resort, the Pin-
nacles Section and the mead-
ow below Platoro Reservoir. 
Best fishing time is before 
snowmelt and after runoff in 
late June through July. May-
fly, stonefly and caddis fly 
hatches occur throughout the 
summer providing outstand-
ing fly fishing opportunities 
for quality size brown trout 
and some rainbow trout in 
the meadow below Platoro 
Reservoir.  The Rio Grande 
Drainage is predicted to be 
hot and dry this year, which 
may lead to voluntary angling 
closures late in the summer to 
protect the fish populations. 

Rio Grande
The Rio Grande provides 

good to excellent fishing 
for brown trout and rain-
bow trout.  Trout fishing 
should be good to excel-
lent from Del Norte to Rio 
Grande Reservoir. Best time 
to fish is after snowmelt in 
mid-June through July, es-
pecially during caddis fly, 
stonefly and Green Drake 

mayfly hatches. Wade fish-
ing is available on public 
land and CPW leases (con-
tact Monte Vista Service 

Center for more information 
about leases). Multiple boat/
raft launch sites on public 
land provide float fishing 

opportunities to fish long 
stretches of the river. The 
Rio Grande Drainage is pre-
dicted to be hot and dry this 

year, which may lead to vol-
untary angling closures late 
in the summer to protect the 
fish populations. 

Report
■ Continued from Page 3


