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ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
Public Library and the San 
Luis Valley Quilt Guild are 
partnering to bring the 
community a gorgeous 
Summer Fun Quilt Show! 

The library at Alamosa City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Avenue, will 
host an opening reception 
with refreshments, curated 
by San Luis Valley Quilt Guild 
members, on Saturday, July 6, 
at 11 a.m. Stroll through the 
Alamosa Farmers Market at 6th 
and Ross; peruse the shelves of 
titillating books at Spines Book 
Sale, sponsored by the Friends 
of the Alamosa Public Library; 
and then stop by the library to 
enjoy the Summer Fun Quilt 
Show and opening reception!

The quilts will be on 
display from Tuesday, July 
2nd, through Saturday, July 
20th, at the Alamosa Public 
Library which is open Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please note 
that the library is closed on 
Thursday, July 4th.

For more information, 
contact Maria at the Alamosa 
Public Library at 719-589-6592.

Commodities 
distribution is 

June 27
ALAMOSA – The next 

commodities distribution 
(TEFAP & CSFP/Everyday 
Eats) for Alamosa County 
will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Thursday, June 
27, or as long as product is 
available at the Alamosa 
Food Bank Warehouse, 8735 
Independence Dr., Alamosa, 
just north of the Alamosa 
Count y Depar tment of 
Human Services.

T his  is  a  dr i ve -thr u 
distr ibution.  For  more 
information, contact the 
Alamosa Food Bank at 719-
589-4567.

Summer Fun 
Quilt Show

One person 
hospitalized 
with serious 

injuries

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — An al-

tercation at Cole Park on 
Thursday night resulted 
in three males – a 22-year-
old and two 17-year-olds 
– suffering knife wounds. 
The wounds were the 
result of an altercation 
that occurred shortly af-
ter Carnival on the Rio, a 

4-day event sponsored by 
the City of Alamosa, had 
closed for the night.  

As described in a press 
release sent out by the 
City of Alamosa on Fri-
day morning, shortly af-

Carnival on the Rio was 
the site of an altercation 
Thursday night after the 

carnival was closed. Three 
people received knife in-

juries with one person still 
in the hospital in stable 

but serious condition with 
life-threatening injuries. 

Courier photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Altercation at carnival after hours ends with stabbings

Valley’s Entz 
and former 
Gov. Romer 
honored by 

CAB

CONTRIBUTED
WATKINS – The vi-

sionaries behind the 
creation of the Colorado 
Division of Aeronautics 
were honored with the 
“Lifetime Achievement 
Award” by the Colora-
do Aeronautical Board 
(CAB) for their crucial 

roles in its establish-
ment. Colorado’s 39th 
Governor, Roy Romer, 
and former Colorado 

Forefathers of the Colorado Division of 
Aeronautics receive Lifetime Achievement Awards

Pictured left to right, Colo-
rado Division of Aeronau-
tics Director David Ulane, 

Colorado Gov. Roy Romer, 
Colorado State Sen. Lewis 
Entz, and Colorado Aero-

nautical Board Chair Kent 
Holsinger pose for a photo 

on June 6, when Romer 
and Entz were awarded 

Lifetime Achievement 
Awards by the Colorado 

Aeronautical Board.

Courtesy photo

She is performing June 
26 at Society Hall

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA – In a single image, 
the photo on the promotional poster 
“Daughter of the American West” en-
capsulates the expansive spirit of the 
music of singer-songwriter Lisa Kori.

Against a rich, deep red background 
(a significant color in both China and 
Japan), the striking woman of East 
Asian ancestry dons the iconic symbols 
of Western culture and music. Black 
cowboy hat. Black cowboy boots. A 
gaze that speaks of independence and 
strength. But, while wearing a Chinese 
silk dress, she is also surrounded by 
Chinese porcelain and pieces of Japa-
nese pottery. 

The message is clear. Listen closely. 
There is more to be discovered here.

On Wednesday, June 26, at Society 
Hall, Santa Fe-based musician Kori 
will take the stage with a full band to 
present “Daughter of the West - Songs 

Courtesy photo

Lisa Kori present ‘Daughter of the West - Songs of Chinatowns, Japanese plantation workers and 
the Old West’, an original project inspired by the history and musical contributions of Asian-Amer-
icans in the American West.

The vision, the voice, the gift of Lisa Kori

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA – The 4th of 

July in Alamosa begins with 
the iconic Kiwanis Pancake 
Breakfast. The all-you-can-
eat tradition celebrates 50 
years in 2024.

The event begins at 7 a.m. 
and continues until 10 a.m. 
in the Alamosa San Luis 
Valley Federal Bank parking 
lot. Pancakes, eggs, sausage, 
ham, orange juice and coffee 
are served up by Alamosa Ki-
wanis members, the Adams 
State University football 
team and other volunteers 

on Independence Day.
Tickets are $10 for adults, 

$5 for children aged 5-12; 
free to children aged 4 and 
under. Purchase tickets at 
the breakfast or in advance 
at the Alamosa State Bank 
or the First Southwest Bank.

Alamosa Kiwanis appreci-
ates the many sponsors of 
the annual pancake break-
fast. 

Alamosa Kiwanis is a mem-
ber of Kiwanis International 
with a mission dedicated to 
improving the world, one 
child and one community at 

a time. Proceeds from the 
Alamosa Kiwanis breakfast 
benefit the children of the Al-
amosa community. For more 
information about the club, 
email alamosakiwanisclub@
gmail.com.

The 50th Annual Alamosa 
Kiwanis 4th of July Pancake 

Breakfast begins at 7 a.m. in 
the San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank parking lot. Pictured, 

members Liz Hensley and 
Andy Rice keep the gridle hot 

during the 2022 event.

Courtesy photo

Alamosa Kiwanis have flipped flapjacks for 50 years
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SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

OBITUARIES

School Menu
Monday

June 24, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Chicken Fajitas/Salsa

Refried Beans
Spiced Bread
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal Bar/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Chicken Fajitas/Salsa

Refried Beans
Spiced Bread
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Chicken Fajitas/Salsa

Refried Beans
Spiced Bread
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Paul Widhalm
Friends and 

Family are in-

vited to a Cel-

ebration of life 

for Paul Wid-

halm at 11 

a.m. on July 

6, 2024, at the 

Alamosa Elks 

Lodge, 406 

Hunt Ave., Al-

amosa.

Helen Lou Monter, 86, 
a long-term resident of 
the San Luis and Green-
horn Valleys, passed 
away Thursday, Nov. 
16, 2023, in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., following 
a stroke.

Helen was preceded in 
death by daughter San-
dra Lynne, husband Mer-
lin Jesse, parents Martin 
‘Mig’ and Lucille Klinger, 
and son-in-law Dick 
Johnson.

Helen is survived by 
her children: Shirley 
Johnson of Nevada, Mo., 
John Monter of Lakeside, 
Calif., Jack Monter (Jill) 
of Pueblo West, Colo., 
Susan Wilson (Todd) of 
Gallup, N.M., and Sha-
ron Monter of Nevada, 
Mo.; grandchildren: Sean 
Johnson, Roy Johnson 
(Nicole), Courtney Mont-
er, Whitney Monter, Tali-
sha Brownell (James), 
Shayna Guardian (Ray-
mond), Tiana Heppner 
(Sam), Sheldon Wilson 
(Hannah), Makayla Ra-

seta (Josh), Lane Fringer, 
Shaelynne Fringer, Mar-
shall Fringer; and great-
grandchildren: Gabe 
Bailey, Daniel Bailey, 
Liam Johnson, Brook-
lynn Brownell, Adeline 
Wilson, Alila Guard-
ian, Remington Raseta, 
Kimber Raseta, Oaklynn 
Fringer. She is also sur-
vived by her sister Karo-
lyn Bradshaw and nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
and friends.

Helen epitomized un-
conditional love and ser-
vice to everyone who knew 

her. She loved God, her 
family, and her friends. 
She ended every com-
munication with, “God 
Bless!” The final words to 
her children were, “I am 
so blessed by God!”

You may share 
thoughts or memories 
of Helen Lou (Mom) 
at: helenloumontermem-
ories@gmail.com. If you 
prefer, cards can be sent 
to 302 Ciniza Ct. Gallup, 
NM 87301. If you would 
like to share your address 
with the family, do so at: 
https:/ /www.postable.
com/HelenLouMonterMe-
morial.

A graveside service for 
the family will be held on 
Saturday, June 29, 2024, 
in Monte Vista, Colo. Fol-
lowing, the family invites 
you to join them for a 
“Celebration of Life” in 
her honor at the Movie 
Manor, 2830 U.S. Hwy 
160 Monte Vista, Colo., 
from 1-2 p.m. Come cel-
ebrate her life and share 
your memories with us. 

Helen Lou Monter

Loving couple, Clin-
ton Glen Betenbough, 
66, and Katherine Mae 
Betenbough, 61, sadly 
passed away within 24 
hours of each other. 

Clinton (Glen), passed 
on his 66th birthday 
Wednesday, June 13. 
Katherine (Kathy), fol-
lowed her beloved the 
following day, Thursday, 
June 14.

Both passed away from 
their own personal strug-
gles with cancer.

Glen, as he was called 
by, was born on June 13, 
1958, in Del Norte, Colo., 
to CG Betenbough and 
Bernice Betenbough.

He was preceded in 
death by father, C.G. 
Betenbough and mother 
Bernice Betenbough, as 
well as his nephew, Lee 
Harrison.

Kathy, as she was 
called by, was born Aug. 
25, 1962, on the US Air 
Force Base Nouasseur in 
Morocco, South Africa, to 
Wally Allen, and Elvin 
Eugene Boss.

She was preceded in 
death by her mother Wal-
ly and father Elvin, and 
brothers, Troy and Justin 
Boss.

Glen and Kathy leave 
behind two sons, Cyle 
(Sarah) and Clay (Emmi) 
Betenbough; four grand-
children, Addison, 19, 
Sydney, 17, Camden, 12, 
and Connor, 4. They also 
leave behind their adored 

pets, Gunner and Lola 
Betenbough. As well as 
many cousins and family 
friends.

Glen and Kathy would 
have celebrated their 
43rd wedding anniver-
sary on June 20.

They lived throughout 
the Valley in the last 20 
years. They had moved to 
Phoenix, Ariz., in 1984, 
where they had a suc-
cessful rock landscape 
company, All-Star mate-
rials. It was because of 
this business in Arizona 
that Glen was able to ful-
fill his dream of owning 
and working farmland 
in the Valley of La Jara 
and Alamosa, Colo. Both 
Kathy and Glen did many 
things for their local com-
munities. They also had 
a deep love of Hawaii 
where they often vaca-
tion and brought many 
loved ones along. Kathy 
was a thoughtful, giving, 
loving and good-humored 
woman. Filled with love, 
she doted upon her chil-

dren, grandchildren, her 
many pets and most es-
pecially, her husband. 
Many would agree that 
she was a patient wife to 
her love, Glen.

Glen was, at heart, a 
dedicated husband, land-
owner, business owner, 
and Father. He put an 
abundance amount of 
passion, hard work and 
dedication into his every-
day job(s). He was defi-
nitely a busybody, to say 
the least! Glen had an 
incredible smile, when he 
did so!

The family invites all 
who wish to come to a 
memorial service held at 
Rogers Family Mortuary 
at 205 State Ave., Alamo-
sa, CO 81101. The Cel-
ebration of Life will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. The burial 
will follow the service at 
San Luis Valley Cem-
etery in Monte Vista.

Any donations or con-
tributions will be made to 
be given to the Leukemia 
Cancer Association per 
the Betenbough’s wishes.

“Above all, love each 
other deeply, because 
love covers over a multi-
tude of sins”. -1Peter 4:8 
NIV

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements.  To leave 
words of comfort, remem-
brances and tributes for 
Glen and Kathy’s family 
please visit www.Rogers-
funerals.com.

Clinton Glen Betenbough and 
Katherine Mae Betenbough

Long-time Alamosa res-
ident and former business 
professor at Adams State 
University, Gerald Les-
ter Corning, passed away 
on Wednesday, May 22, 
2024, in Arvada, Colo.

Gerald or “Jerry” was 
born May 13, 1943, in a 
train depot in Dickens, 
Neb., to Lester and Hilda 
(Goodrow) Corning.  His 
Dad was a telegrapher 
for the railroad which 
led the family to relocate 
often, including to Paoli, 
Colo., where Jerry played 
basketball and graduated 
from Haxtun High School.  
Jerry returned to Lincoln, 
Neb., to continue his edu-
cation and ended up meet-
ing his wife Susanne (Su-
kovaty).  The two made 
their way back to Colo-
rado, eventually settling 
in Alamosa where Jerry 
taught Accounting at Ad-
ams State for 35 years 
before his retirement in 
2009.  He enjoyed his pro-
fession and the numerous 
students he taught during 
those years and felt hon-
ored when a scholarship 
was later endowed in his 
name.

Along with his passion 
for teaching, Jerry’s long-
time hobby was that of an 

amateur ham radio op-
erator where he operated 
under the call sign K0MT.  
His children can still re-
member the sound of his 
keyer as he used Mor-
ris Code to send dits and 
dahs to people all around 
the world…in all hours of 
the day and night!  Jerry 
was always trying to im-
prove upon his signal 
reach.  One time he even 
roped his kids into wir-
ing pop cans together and 
erecting a very tall home-
made aluminum tower.

Following retirement, 
Jerry moved to the Den-
ver area to be closer to 
his wife, kids, grandkids, 
and his own mother until 
her passing at 103 years 
young!  He enjoyed fish-
ing, playing Yahtzee, 
watching sports on tv, 
eating at restaurants, 
playing Bingo and buying 

wild t-shirts at the thrift 
store.  His five grandchil-
dren saw many funny fac-
es, were given lots of bun-
ny ears, and could often 
get a few bucks from him 
if ever they asked.  Those 
he left will miss his sense 
of humor, his intellect, 
and his companionship.

Gerald is survived by 
his children Michelle 
Straight (Greg), Blair 
Corning (Becky Dil-
lon), and Tammy Glasby 
(Trent), grandchildren 
Chloe, Bella, Sophia, 
Holden, and Braelyn, his 
sister-in-law, and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents Les-
ter and Hilda, his brother 
Raymond Corning (Mary 
Reichardt Corning Jones), 
sister Bonnie and her hus-
band Orville Harms, his 
wife Susanne, son Tra-
vis Corning, and nephew 
Gary Harms (Vicky).

A celebration of Jerry’s 
life with food, drink, and 
song will be held 11 a.m., 
July 7, 2024, at the Faver-
sham Park Lake Pavilion 
at 6109 W. 73rd Ave., 
Westminster, CO 80003. 
Former students, friends, 
and family are all wel-
come to attend.

Gerald Lester Corning

Routine traffic stop 
yields drugs, cash

Michael Christopher Warner

CONTRIBUTED

Denver – Colorado 

Secretary of State Jena 

Griswold on Friday 

highlighted the process 

of counting ballots and 

reporting results, in-

cluding how and when 

ballots are counted and 

when to expect unoffi-

cial results reporting on 

Election Night, June 25.

“Election day results 

are never final results,” 

said Secretary Griswold. 

“After Election Day, 

ballots continue to be 

counted, military and 

oversees voters return 

their ballots, signature 

discrepancies can be 

fixed, and audits are 

conducted to confirm the 

results.”

While counties began 

processing ballots before 

Election Day, initial 

results will not be re-

ported until after polls 

close at 7 p.m. on June 

25. When polls officially 

close at 7 p.m., counties 

will begin uploading re-

sults – including for the 

Congressional District 

4 (CD-4) Congressional 

Vacancy Election – to 

the state’s centralized 

Election Night Report-

ing system. The link to 

those results are posted 

on the Colorado Secre-

tary of State’s website, 

including on the home 

page and at GoVoteColo-

rado.gov.

In Colorado, results 

are not reported based 

on the manner in which 

ballots are cast. Howev-

er, as counties can start 

reviewing signatures 

once ballots are received 

and begin processing 

ballots for processing 

15 days before Election 

Day, early in-person 

ballots and mail ballots 

received before Election 

Day will likely be report-

ed prior to in-person and 

mail ballots received on 

Election Day.

A variable impacting 

reporting unofficial re-

sults is the number of 

Coloradans who vote 

(either early in-person 

or return their mail bal-

lot via mail, drop box or 

in person) in advance of 

Election Day relative to 

those who return their 

ballot or vote in-person 

on Election Day.

In addition to us-

ing Colorado’s Election 

Night Reporting sys-

tem, counties may post 

results to their websites 

but are not required 

to do so. Note that if a 

court extends polling 

hours in any county, no 

results will be posted by 

the Secretary of State’s 

Office until polls are 

closed in every county.

As counties continue 

to upload results period-

ically through the night, 

you can track progress 

by referencing the color-

coded status that are 

used in the “counties re-

porting” map to indicate 

at what point they are 

in the process. Yellow 

indicates that a county 

has reported results at 

least once, and as they 

continue to tabulate 

ballots, they will up-

date results periodically 

throughout the night. 

Lavender means that 

a county has stopped 

tabulating for election 

night but does not in-

dicate that all ballots 

have been tabulated, as 

they will continue to up-

date results in the fol-

lowing days. Green in-

dicates that all eligible 

ballots have been tabu-

lated, and dark orange 

indicates results have 

been certified as official. 

For more information on 

election dates and dead-

lines, please visit www.

GoVoteColorado.gov

Colorado Secretary of State 
Jena Griswold reminds voters 
of election results reporting

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — An Ala-

mosa man was arrested 

for unlawful possession 

and distribution of a 

controlled substance on 

Wednesday afternoon 

during a routine traf-

fic stop, the Alamosa 

Police Department re-

ported.

During the stop, APD 

K-9 Goose alerted offi-

cers on scene that there 

may be narcotics in the 

vehicle the man was 

driving.

A subsequent search 

by APD Cpl. Cody Van 

Ry uncovered a stash 

of drugs and a large 

amount of cash, leading 

to the arrest and deten-

tion of Michael Chris-

topher Warner, 47, of 

Alamosa. 

Shortly after 1 p.m. 

on Wednesday, June 

19, a vehicle with an 

illegal tint on the win-

dows prompted a traffic 

stop by Van Ry and K-9 

Goose in the 6000 block 

of North River Road. 

The illegal tint was con-

firmed by a tint meter, 

according to APD.

Goose was deployed 

and alerted officers to 

the possible presence of 

narcotics in the vehicle, 

according to APD.

In the search that en-

sued, officers located 

fentanyl pills, cocaine, 

methamphetamine, and 

a large amount of US 

currency, which is con-

sistent with narcotic 

distribution, according 

to APD.

The discovery led to 

Warner’s arrest and 

subsequent transport 

to the Alamosa County 

Detention Center where 

he was preliminarily 

charged with suspicion 

of unlawful distribu-

tion of a controlled sub-

stance (Drug Felony 1), 

unlawful possession of 

a controlled substance 

(Drug Felony 2), ob-

structing a peace offi-

cer, open container and 

illegal window tint.

Follow us on Facebook
Alamosa Valley Courier
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Stabbing
■ Continued from Page 1

Awards
■ Continued from Page 1

Kori
■ Continued from Page 1

ter 10 p.m. on Thursday 
night, the Alamosa Police 
Department was notified 
of a disturbance at Cole 
Park. 

When APD officers ar-
rived on the scene, they 
found a 22-year-old Ala-
mosa man who had been 
stabbed. They also found 
a 17-year-old juvenile 
with a cut on his hand.

Officers were later noti-
fied by local hospital staff 
that a second 17-year-old, 
also with a stab wound, 
had been transported to 
the hospital by private 
vehicle. 

A subsequent inves-
tigation by detectives 
and officers determined 
the teens had a history 
of disagreement, which 
led to the initial alterca-
tion. During the alterca-
tion, one of the teens pro-
duced a knife and stabbed 
the other teen and the 
22-year-old man.

It is unknown at this 
time what the involve-
ment of the 22-year-old 
man was during this in-
cident. Detectives con-
tinue to interview wit-
nesses and suspect(s) and 
will confer with the 12th 
Judicial District Attor-
ney’s Office on appropri-
ate charges for those in-
volved.

In its press release, 
the city stated the carni-
val organizer had hired 
private security for the 
event, but this incident 
took place when the car-
nival had shut down. 

Police and city Parks 
and Recreation staff met 
with carnival organiz-
ers on Friday morning to 
ensure adequate and in-
creased security would be 
present for the remaining 
three days of the carni-
val. In addition, APD will 
increase patrols during 
the event as calls for ser-
vice allow.

The 22-year-old man, 
whose name was not re-
leased, sustained serious 
life-threatening injuries 

and was listed in stable 
condition at San Luis Val-
ley Health Regional Medi-
cal Center. The two teens, 
who were not named due 
to their age, sustained in-
juries and were treated 
and released.

This is an isolated in-
cident involving people 
known to each other and 
was not a random act of 
violence. This is also an 
ongoing investigation, and 
no further information will 
be released at this time.

This is the second year 
in a row that there has 
been a violent incident 
at Carnival on the Rio in 
Cole Park after the carni-
val had closed down for 
the night.

State Senator Lewis 
Entz received their 
awards on Thursday, 
June 6, during a cer-
emony at the Colorado 
Airport Operator’s As-
sociation (CAOA) Spring 
Conference.

Entz, 92, served 14 
years as county com-
missioner for Alamosa, 
followed by 16 years as 
a house representative 
(1983-1998). During 
his first eight years, a 
new law set term limits. 
He served a full eight-
year second term, and 
then he spent another 
six years in the Senate 
(2001-2006). Entz was 
born in Monte Vista 
and currently resides in 
Hooper. He served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps from 
1951-53.

On May 24, 1988, on 
the tail of Senator Entz’s 
aircraft, Colorado Gov. 
Romer signed House Bill 
(HB) 88-1250 into law, 
leading to the creation of 
the Colorado Division of 
Aeronautics under Colo-
rado Revised Statute 
(C.R.S) 43-10. This legis-
lation marked a signifi-
cant milestone in Colo-
rado’s aviation history, 
particularly with the 
creation of the Colorado 
Aviation Fund and the 
Colorado Discretionary 
Aviation Grant Program 
(CDAG). Funded by avi-
ation fuel sales taxes, 
the CDAG Program has 
contributed over $1 bil-
lion to the Colorado Avi-
ation System.

Since its inception, the 
Division has been essen-
tial in developing, main-
taining, and enhancing 
Colorado’s aviation sys-

tem. It oversees various 
critical initiatives, in-
cluding funding airport 
improvements, promot-
ing aviation education, 
and enhancing the safe-
ty and economic viability 
of the Colorado Aviation 
System.

“Governor Romer and 
Senator Entz came from 
different political par-
ties, but they worked 
together to promote and 
protect aviation and air-
ports for the good of all 
Coloradans”, said CAB 
Chair Kent Holsinger. 

Romer, a licensed pi-
lot for 70 years, served 
as Colorado’s Governor 
from 1987 to 1999. He 
frequently used his per-
sonal aircraft for busi-
ness, demonstrating his 
advocacy for aviation 
and his vision to im-
prove Colorado’s infra-
structure, with aviation 
as a key element.

Sen. Entz, the bill’s 
sponsor, was also a li-
censed pilot. He repre-
sented Colorado’s rural 
communities and had a 
personal connection to 
small rural airports. His 
legislative vision sup-
ported both large busy 
airports and small rural 
airports, which are vital 
to their communities. He 
is also a member of the 
Colorado Aviation Hall 
of Fame.

Today, the Colorado 
Airport System includes 
76 public-use airports, 
with 14 offering sched-
uled air service. Accord-
ing to the 2020 Colorado 
Aviation Economic Im-
pact Study, Colorado 
airports support 345,661 
jobs, generating $16.2 
billion in annual payroll 
and $48.6 billion in to-
tal annual business rev-
enue.

Courtesy photo

On May 24, 1988, on the tail of Senator Lewis Entz’s air-
craft, Colorado Gov. Roy Romer signs House Bill (HB) 88-
1250 into law, leading to the creation of the Colorado 
Division of Aeronautics under Colorado Revised Statute 
(C.R.S) 43-10.

of Chinatowns, Japa-
nese plantation workers 
and the Old West”, an 
original project inspired 
by the history and mu-
sical contributions of 
Asian-Americans in the 
American West.

Those listening to 
Kori’s music will find it 
captivating. Her songs 
embody the heartfelt 
substance and style of 
country and folk, yet 
there is something else 
residing in the music, a 
different element that is 
new yet familiar, differ-
ent yet the same, adding 
richness and texture to 
a familiar sound. 

For those who know 
her story, none of this 
comes as a surprise. 
Kori has had a unique 
vision of herself, her 
life and, ultimately, her 
ancestral past since she 
was a little girl. 

Born in Hawaii be-
cause her parents were 
wind surfing there at 
the time, Kori was the 
only child of free-spir-
ited parents who “were 
kind of the black sheep” 
in the family. 

“They lived to ski and 
surf and had a real ad-
venturous, follow-your-
heart attitude,” she 
says. “It wasn’t a very 
common way to be in the 
Asian-American culture 
and I feel very blessed to 
have been raised to pur-
sue what it is that is my 
own path and makes me 
happy. Very blessed.” 

When she was young, 
her tiny family moved 
to Ashland, Ore., a cul-
tural mecca for galler-
ies and the performing 
arts. Although her par-
ents’ interests did not 
include music – in fact, 
her parents sold their 
entire music collection 
when she was young 
- Kori started taking 
piano lessons when she 
was eight and “almost 
immediately, I started 
writing my own songs 
before I could even read 
music.” 

Growing up, she did 
not have “much access 
to anything” like mov-
ies or, more specifically, 
music, which led her 
to largely create her 

own. It was a solitary 
pursuit. Somewhere in 
those early years, she 
started playing folk gui-
tar, as well. 

 As Kori’s skills at the 
piano grew, her talent 
became increasingly ap-
parent. By the time she 
was in high school, she 
was being mentored by 
a well-known concert 
pianist and started com-
peting while also being 
a regular in pit orches-
tras around town.

In high school, Kori 
decided she wanted to 
go to Oberlin Conserva-
tory of Music, one of the 
most prestigious mu-
sic colleges in the na-
tion. Financially, it was 
out of the question. So, 
while she was in her last 
year of high school, she 
spent six months teach-
ing herself to compose 
chamber music, missing 
out on weekend dates 
with friends, going to 
prom, basically being a 
high school kid.

“It was a really big 
sacrifice when I was in 
high school…to miss 
parties and prom and 
all of that. But when I 
have an idea of creative-
ly what I want to do, I’m 
willing to work really 
hard,” she says.

Kori had originally 
been studying to be 
a concert pianist but 
transitioned to music 
composition. That suit-
ed her better but still 
left her lacking because 
she knew what she was 
composing “wasn’t going 
to be heard by anyone.”

With what seems to 
be a seeker’s heart, Kori 
switched her major to 
“New Media” – think 
electronic music, art, 
film – which ultimately 
led to receiving a fel-
lowship that called for 
her to study electronic 
music and sound art in 
fifteen countries around 
the world, documenting 
the creators she met.  

Listening to Kori’s 
story, it is easy to think 
that each step is taking 
her further and further 
into some unknown, yet 
to be discovered place. 
But once it becomes 
known how her story 
turns out – at least, so 
far – it becomes even 
more clear that the fur-
ther away Kori traveled, 

the closer she came to 
finding herself.

As had happened in 
previous times when she 
literally “worked herself 
sick”, as they say, Kori 
became chronically ill 
and, through a series 
of circumstances, ended 
up living off the grid in 
New Mexico.

At first, there was 
“so much brown and no 
green anywhere”, but 
gradually she began to 
get a stronger sense of 
where she was. “There’s 
still a sense of wild-
ness there, like it’s on 
the edge of the known 
world. It’s the frontier of 
the American imagina-
tion with very old ways 
and old ways of living.”

Being surrounded by a 
sense of history embed-
ded into all that’s seen 
turns a person’s thoughts 
to their own history, so 
when she received some 
photos of previous gener-
ations in her family who 
“looked just like cowboys 
with big hats and boots”, 
Lisa Kori embarked on a 
different type of journey, 
one that traveled into 
her past and enriched 
her present. 

She writes, “As a mu-
sician of Japanese and 
Chinese descent with a 
love of folk music, I’ve 
been wondering what 
songs my Chinese an-
cestors brought to the 
U.S. when they emi-
grated during the gold 
rush, and what songs 
my Japanese ancestors 
sang while working the 
sugar plantations of 
Hawaii. I wonder about 
the arduous labor of 
the Chinese who built 

the railroads and wish 
I could hear their work 
songs. Why didn’t their 
music become part of 
the landscape?”

Kori may not be able 
to answer the “why” in 
that question, but she is 
answering other ques-
tions she has had with 
her own creations and 
compositions.

“My music imagines 
what it would sound like 
if elements of Japanese 
and Chinese music had 
become a natural part of 
American roots music.”

“Daughter of the 
West” is not an homage 
to the past, it is, in many 
ways, a nod to the pres-
ent and the future. “It is 
a collection of songs of 
Asian-American hopes 
and dreams.”

And since Kori is not 
able to take those of us 
who love her music with 
her into the world, she 
is bringing the world to 
those who are just wait-
ing to discover her mu-
sic. 

On Wednesday, June 
26, Kori will be appear-
ing at Society Hall. This 
concert was made possi-
ble by a grant, awarded 
to Kori, from Howlin’ 
Dog Music Group, an Al-
amosa-based non-profit 
made up of people who 
believe in the power of 
collective action to find 
new and sustainable 
ways of supporting the 
music we love. 

Society Hall is at 4th 
Street and Ross Avenue 
in Alamosa. The concert 
begins at 7:30 pm. Doors 
open at 6:30. Buy tick-
ets at the door or online 
at www.societyhall.org.

Courtesy photo

Lisa Kori will be in concert on Wednesday, June 26, at 
Society Hall.

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER — The 

Great Outdoors Colora-
do (GOCO) board award-
ed a $294,375 grant to 
Rio Grande Headwaters 
Land Trust (RiGHT) to 
hire two new conserva-
tion staff positions and 
provide staff training in 
the San Luis Valley.

The grant is part of 
GOCO’s Planning and 
Capacity program, 
which invests in proj-
ects that address oppor-
tunities, explore issues, 
engage communities, 
and examine trends in 
the outdoors.

RiGHT will hire two 
new staff positions and 
enhance staff training 
to promote conservation 
and restoration in the 
Valley. With this added 
capacity, RiGHT ex-
pects to create cost and 
administrative efficien-
cies, increase the donor 
pool and donations by 
as much as 30%, and ad-
vance 2-3 new conserva-
tion easements per year, 
while better serving and 
representing the region.

A conservation con-
nector position will help 
RiGHT’s three program 
directors conserve new 
properties, steward 
lands with conservation 
easements, and restore 

ecosystem function 
on public and private 
lands. Additionally, an 
administrator /events 
and outreach coordina-
tor will engage the com-
munity through events 
and targeted fundrais-
ing, and support the 
executive director in 
administrative and op-
erational tasks. To bet-
ter represent the popu-
lation of the Valley, 
RiGHT hopes to recruit 
a local candidate for one 
or both positions.

Staff training will in-
clude Esri geographic 
information system 
(GIS) mapping and 
drone operations, al-
lowing the organization 
to conduct these activi-
ties in-house and reduce 
outside contracting 
costs while supporting 
staff retention through 
professional develop-
ment opportunities. 

“We are so grateful to 
GOCO for this oppor-
tunity to enhance our 
capacity and excited to 
continue supporting lo-
cal agriculture, conser-
vation, and restoration 
efforts,” said Laura Cu-
sick, Rio Grande Head-
waters Land Trust’s 
interim executive direc-
tor. “This funding en-
sures that RiGHT can 

conserve more acreage, 
further protect water 
rights, and include more 
voices from the commu-
nity we serve in the San 
Luis Valley.” 

RiGHT has served the 
San Luis Valley since 
1999 and, as the orga-
nization embarks on 
its 25th year, they’re 
celebrating over 32,000 
acres conserved via 
57 easements, 95% of 
which are on working 
lands.

To date, GOCO has 
invested more than 
$8.7 million in Alamosa 
County and partnered to 
conserve 30,453 acres of 

land there. GOCO fund-
ing has supported San 
Luis Valley Generation 
Wild and Alamosa City 
Ice Rink, Montaña Azul 
Park, and Rio Grande 
Healthy Living Park, 
among other projects.

Great Outdoors Colo-
rado (GOCO) invests 
a portion of Colorado 

Lottery proceeds to 
help preserve and en-
hance the state’s parks, 
trails, wildlife, rivers, 
and open spaces. GO-
CO’s independent board 
awards competitive 
grants to local govern-
ments and land trusts 
and makes investments 
through Colorado Parks 

and Wildlife. Created 
when voters approved 
a constitutional amend-
ment in 1992, GOCO 
has since funded more 
than 5,700 projects in 
all 64 counties of Colo-
rado without any tax 
dollar support. Visit 
GOCO.org for more in-
formation.

GOCO board awards $294K to RiGHT for staffing, training
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Education article, 
ageism is noted to 
be alive and well 
in academia, cor-
porate America 
and everywhere 
in between. Writ-
ers, researchers, 
and futurists have 
documented that 
prejudice against 
aging workers in 
the U.S. as more prevalent than racism 
or gender bias. 

If you are over 50 and have recently 
been ousted from your job, then chanc-
es are you have experienced ageism. 

When I was younger, the age of 30 
heralded time’s demise.  Then as I 
achieved my bachelor’s and master’s 
in my 30s, the timeline changed.  With 
Disney’s Absent-Minded Professor, 
I had always thought that professor 
played by Fred MacMurray taught for-
ever and so did all professors whether 
in chemistry or English. 

In the 1948 movie, Apartment for 
Peggy, Edmond Gwenn played the 
kind, aged, intelligent and sad profes-
sor of philosophy.  The new professor-
wannabe is played by William Holden; 
and his wife Peggy is played by Jeanne 
Crain.  The story gets convoluted but 
is a heart-warming tale that embraces 
the aging talents of Gwenn and helps 
him find purpose again in his senior 
years. 

In 1943, Danny Kaye played a mu-
sic professor. He and his music cohorts 
rescue a woman running from the mob.  

Ageism is 
alive and well

Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

The movie is one of my favorites and 
age is a cool cucumber in this story too.

Also in 1943, Greer Garson plays Ma-
dame Curie, the first woman professor 
at the University of Paris and the first 
woman to win a Nobel Prize in physics.  
She ages in the film and receives great 
respect as she ages during her tenure.

In 1963, we watched the movie, a 
spoof of Elvis and Conway Twitty, “Bye 
Bye Birdie” with Dick Van Dyke and 
Ann Margret.  One of the scenes re-
gales those over 30 as not to be trusted.

So, despite society’s leanings toward 
youth in the 1960s, I still believed that 
aging was not a negative in the job, es-
pecially not in academia.  But low and 
behold, my own experience and that of 
many others in the Valley confirms this 

higher education article I mentioned at 
the start of this column. 

Ageism is alive and growing like the 
scourge of racism. We must make the 
leap of acceptance and embrace one 
another in all of our histories and her-
stories. 

The American Psychological Asso-
ciation noted: “Not only are negative 
stereotypes hurtful to older people, but 
they may even shorten their lives, finds 
psychologist Becca Levy, PhD, assis-
tant professor of public health at Yale 
University. In Levy’s longitudinal study 
of 660 people 50 years and older, those 
with more positive self-perceptions of 
aging lived 7.5 years longer than those 
with negative self-perceptions of aging. 
The study appeared in the Journal of 

Personality and Social Psychology (Vol. 
83, No. 2).”

Give your parents and grandparents 
hugs and the respect they’ve earned. 
And the next time you’re in the grocery 
store line and look over at the maga-
zines notice how many flaunt young 
skin, young music, young living and 
how many praise long living, wise liv-
ing and jitter bugging. If we can notice 
the words of wisdom missing from the 
magazine racks, we might all give age 
its respect and love. 

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college edu-
cator and long-time local columnist. 
Reach her at columnsbynellie.com or 
email her at columnsbynellie@gmail.
com.

By BYRON YORK

President Joe Biden’s reelection 

campaign has released a new ad that 

synopsizes the Democratic effort to use 

criminal charges and lawsuits against 

former President Donald Trump. “In 

the courtroom, we see Donald Trump 

for who he is,” the ad begins. “He’s 

been convicted of 34 felonies. Found 

liable for sexual assault. And he com-

mitted financial fraud.” Trump, the 
ad continues, is a “convicted crimi-

nal,” while Biden is “a president who’s 

fighting for your family.”
Maybe there were times when you 

wondered what accounted for the 

swarm of legal attacks on Trump, 

coming from elected Democratic pros-

ecutors and appointees of the Biden 

Justice Department, in late 2022 and 

2023. Part of it was delayed gratifica-

tion; many Democrats had long been 

itching to go after Trump legally, but 

as long as he was president of the 

United States, until Jan. 20, 2021, 

that was hard to do.

But a larger reason was the com-

ing 2024 presidential campaign. By 

the middle of 2022, it was clear that 

Trump intended to run for his old of-

fice again. For a moment, the impres-

sive reelection victory of Florida Gov. 

Ron DeSantis in November 2022 ap-

peared to set up a primary contest 

between the two men, but DeSantis 

faltered. Trump always had the sup-

port of a majority of Republicans, and 

as the months went by, his strength 

in the GOP nominating contest grew 

and grew.

That’s where the Democratic strat-

egy came in. In September 2022, the 

elected Democratic attorney general 

of New York, Letitia James, filed a 
massive lawsuit against Trump, seek-

ing to destroy his business and extract 

hundreds of millions of dollars from 

him by accusing Trump of committing 

financial fraud by overvaluing his real 
estate properties.

In November 2022, the writer E. 

Jean Carroll, who in 2019 accused 

Trump of defamation, filed a second 
lawsuit against Trump, this one ac-

cusing him of rape. The accusation 

was decades past the statute of limi-

tations, but Carroll, using a special 

one-time-only New York me-too law, 

got in just under the line to allege that 

Trump attacked her sometime in the 

1990s. She had never reported or pub-

licly mentioned the event until she be-

gan selling a book in 2019. 

In March 2023, the elected Demo-

cratic district attorney of Manhat-

tan, Alvin Bragg, employed a rarely 

used legal maneuver to turn an out-

of-date misdemeanor allegation into 

34 felony counts against the former 

president. In June 2023, Jack Smith, 

the special counsel appointed by the 

Biden Justice Department to inves-

tigate Trump, indicted Trump on 40 

felony counts in the classified records 
case. In August 2023, Smith indicted 

Trump again, this time on four felony 

counts related to the 2020 election 

and Jan. 6. And then, in August 2023, 

Fani Willis, the elected Democratic 

district attorney of Fulton County, 

Georgia, indicted Trump on 13 felony 

counts related to the 2020 election. 

It was a multiple-redundant attack. 

That is, if one prong of the effort failed, 

or became mired in legal procedure, 

there were others ready to go forward. 

The first success was the E. Jean Car-

roll suit, in which a jury, guided by a 

judge whose decisions made Trump’s 

defense difficult, found Trump liable 
for the decades-old allegation of “sexu-

al abuse” against Carroll. Trump was 

ordered to pay Carroll more than $83 

million in damages. That allowed the 

Biden commercial to say Trump was 

found liable for “sexual assault.” (The 

actual verdict was “sexual abuse,” but 

perhaps the Biden admakers thought 

“sexual assault” sounded better.)  

The next hit was the Letitia James 

lawsuit. It was, in the eyes of some 

experts, a weak case, certainly not 

worthy of the penalties sought, but 

under New York law, Trump did not 

have the right to a jury trial. Another 

judge who made Trump’s defense dif-

ficult decided Trump was liable and 
ordered him to pay a jaw-dropping 

$354 million in damages, even though 

no victim of Trump’s alleged corrupt 

scheme was ever identified. That al-
lowed the Biden commercial to say 

Trump “committed financial fraud.”  
The lawsuits paved the way for the 

Biden campaign to make two criti-

cal claims in the ad. But after that, 

things began to slow down. The spe-

cial counsel’s documents case became 

mired in questions of evidence, proce-

dure, and other issues. There is very 

little chance it will come to trial, and 

zero chance it will be concluded, be-

fore the election. Smith’s 2020/J6 case 

has slowed down because some of the 

special counsel’s charges are so ag-

gressive that the Supreme Court de-

cided to rule on Trump’s defenses. The 

court’s opinions are expected soon, but 

there appears to be no way the case 

could go to trial before the election. 

And in Georgia, Fani Willis case is dis-

integrating over the prosecutor’s mis-

conduct. It might never come to trial. 

But the Bragg case managed to avoid 

procedural pitfalls and go to trial 

starting in April. Now, with Trump’s 

conviction on 34 counts, it has paid 

off beyond measure for the Biden 

campaign. Trump, the ad says, is a 

“convicted criminal” who was “con-

victed of 34 felonies” -- the claim 

that makes up the centerpiece of 

the ad. (The ad shows Trump’s infa-

mous mug shot, which actually came 

from the Georgia case, but the ad 

isn’t too fastidious about the details.) 

So the new ad is made possible by the 

Democratic attack on Trump, success-

es that all happened to originate with 

Democrats in New York -- the Carroll 

case, the James lawsuit and the Bragg 

prosecution. Together, the cases gave 

Biden admakers the material they 

needed to frame the campaign as a 

choice between a convicted criminal 

and a president who is working hard 

for you. It could not be better timed 

for a president struggling in the polls. 

The race is beginning to peak, with 

the run-up to the first debate and the 
Republican Convention approaching -- 

and now an elaborate campaign of law-

fare is paying off at just the right time. 

Byron York is chief political corre-

spondent for The Washington Exam-

iner.

Democrats turn lawfare into a campaign ad
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Religion

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 

pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6814
Pastor Jesse Ciccone
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702

United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00
 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for information.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

It’s rare to hear eight 
seconds of dead silence 
during an NBA Finals 
press conference.

Boston Celt-
ics head coach 
Joe Mazzulla 
was asked 
if, because of 
the “plight” 
of Black head 
coaches, it was 
significant that 
both teams 
in the Finals 
were led by 
Black men for 
the first time since 1975. 
Was this a source of pride 
for him?

Mazzulla’s answer was 
blunt: “I wonder how 
many of those have been 
Christian coaches?”

The son of an Italian fa-
ther and a Black mother, 
Mazzulla is an outspoken 
Catholic whose pregame 
routine includes pacing 
through an empty arena, 
praying with a rosary 
made with wood from the 
court of the original Bos-
ton Garden.

While his press confer-
ence response drew many 
cheers in social media, 
Los Angeles Lakers leg-
end Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar was not amused.

Mazzulla “decided to 
ignore a legitimate ques-
tion about race that might 
have been illuminating 

God, grace and praying to coach the Boston Celtics
and inspiring for others, 
and instead decided to 
virtue signal,” wrote Ab-
dul-Jabbar, the six-time 

NBA MVP, on 
Substack. He 
added that the 
answer was 
“strangely ag-
gressive since 
Christians are 
not discrimi-
nated against 
but, as a group, 
are more likely 
to discriminate 
against oth-

ers.”
The reporter who had 

asked the pivotal ques-
tion, Vincent Goodwill of 
Yahoo Sports, went fur-
ther, suggesting that the 
Celtics coach apparently 
didn’t grasp that it’s “pos-
sible to be both Black and 
Christian.” 

“This didn’t feel like a 
denouncement of Maz-
zulla’s Blackness, so to 
speak,” wrote Goodwill 
afterwards. “It wasn’t 
quite the ‘I’m not Black, 
I’m OJ’ moment; it just 
leaves room for interpre-
tation.”

This wasn’t the first 
time that Mazzulla has 
puzzled journalists. In 
2022, he was asked if he’d 
met the “royal family” 
after Prince William and 
Princess Kate attended a 
game.

“Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph? ... I’m only familiar 
with one royal family,” he 
quipped. “I don’t know too 
much about that one.”

Mazzulla is more than 
aware that his faith is 
part of his work and im-
age, as the rare NBA 
head coach to win a 
title at the age of 35 or 
younger. After Monday’s 
triumph over the Dallas 
Mavericks -- claiming the 
18th Celtics champion-
ship -- Mazzulla faced the 
press wearing a black T-
shirt with this message 
in large letters: “But first 
... Let me thank God.” His 
young son, Emmanuel 
(“God is with us”), was at 
his side, beaming.

Asked about his wins 
and losses with the Celt-
ics, the head coach noted: 
“Praise and criticism are 
both just as dangerous, 
if you don’t handle them 
well. ... Winning is just as 
dangerous as losing.”

During a series of NBC 
Boston interviews after 
becoming head coach, 
Mazzulla admitted that 
he had struggled when in-
juries cut short his profes-
sional career as a player. 
Wrestling with doubts, he 
asked: “Who am I? Who is 
Joe Mazzulla the basket-
ball player vs. Joe Maz-
zulla the person? ... My 
identity had been in some-

thing that is fleeting.”
Later, he prayed to 

become the head coach 
of the Celtics, which he 
has always considered 
his “hometown team” be-
cause of his family roots 
in New England. The 
dream came true, he said, 
but he admitted: “You 
have to be careful what 
you ask for.”

The crucial issue has 
been handling a tense bal-
ance between ambition 
and humility, between 
competitiveness and com-
passion, he said in an in-
terview with Sports Spec-
trum, a magazine that 
covers faith and sports.

The bottom line: This 
has required wrestling 

with his core Christian 
beliefs.

“How I view God is go-
ing to be how I view my-
self, and how I view my-
self is how I am going to 
treat other people,” he 
said. “For a long time, 
like, my faith was good. I 
would read, I would go to 
church -- but I didn’t have 
the right view of God.

“I had MY view of 
God. It was almost like 
a check-the-box kind of 
thing, or a win-loss kind 
of thing. I felt like the 
area that I could bridge 
my relationship with Him 
was grace -- understand-
ing my imperfections, 
understanding that I am 
a sinner, understanding 

that I am made different, 
understanding that there 
is NOTHING that I can 
do that can change the 
way He feels about me.”

Ultimately, faith is not 
about winning. It’s about 
accepting forgiveness 
from a higher authority, 
said Mazzulla.

“I am,” he stressed, “no-
where near the humility 
that Jesus talks about.”

Terry Mattingly is the 
senior fellow on commu-
nications and culture at 
Saint Constantine Col-
lege in Houston. He lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see, and writes Rational 
Sheep, a newsletter on 
faith and mass media.

Saturday, June 22, 
2024

“And said to them, 
It is written, My house 
shall be called the house 
of prayer; but you have 
made it a den of thieves.” 
(Matthew 21:13 AKJV)

Prayer is a vital part of 
the life of the church. We 
must pray.
Sunday, June 23, 2024

“And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world 
for a witness to all na-
tions; and then shall the 
end come.” (Matthew 
24:14 AKJV)

This is when the world 
as we know it will come to 
an end. Get ready. Jesus 
is coming back.
Monday, June 24, 2024

“Remember the sab-
bath day, to keep it holy.” 
(Exodus 20:8 AKJV)

Are you keeping the 
Lord’s Day? He com-
mands that we do.
Tuesday, June 25, 2024

“Honor your father and 

your mother: that your 
days may be long on the 
land which the LORD 
your God gives you.” 
(Exodus 
2 0 : 1 2 
AKJV)

W e 
need to 
go back 
to what 
God com-
m a n d s . 
Show re-
spect for 
those in 
a u t h o r -
ity.
Wednesday, June 26, 

2024
“Jesus said to him, You 

shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. 
This is the first and great 
commandment. And the 
second is like to it, You 
shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” (Matthew 
22:37-39 AKJV)

If God has our love He 

has all of us. Do you love 
the Lord?

Thursday, June 27, 
2024

“ W a i t 
on the 
L O R D : 
be of 
g o o d 
c o u r -
age, and 
he shall 
strength-
en your 
h e a r t : 
w a i t , 
I say, 
on the 

LORD.” (Psalms 27:14 
AKJV)

Be patient. God is at 
work.
Friday, June 28, 2024
“The LORD is my light 

and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? the LORD is 
the strength of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?” 
(Psalms 27:1 AKJV)

The Lord will give us 
the courage we need. 
Have faith in God.
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CONTRIBUTED
SAN LUIS – The mis-

sion at the Centennial 
School District is to pro-
vide the best education 
for all students utilizing a 
variety of research-based 
curricula and cultural re-
sources; effective commu-
nication among parents, 
community and staff; and 
collaboration to create 
a safe learning environ-
ment to provide opportu-
nities to our students for 
success in a global soci-
ety.

That said, Centennial’s 
previous board members 
would like to acknowl-
edge Superintendent 
Toby Melster for a job 
well done. The 2023-24 
school year was his last 
for the school district. 

Melster worked to al-
ways make sure that 
Centennial students and 
staff were safe and had 
what they needed.

“We realize that many 
times parents/staff/stu-
dents were not satisfied 
with some of his deci-
sions, but he always kept 
the district in mind and 
kept to policy,” the board 
stated.

Melster brought in close 
to $8.4 million in grants 
over his six years of em-
ployment with the school 
district. Which is a yearly 
average of $1.3 million. 
He brought these grants 
in with some help from 
others in the district.

Grants and Ser-
vices Awarded From 
2018-Present

2018-2019
• AIM – XL 79,989. A 

plan was developed to 
promote and support stu-
dent and staffs health 
and well being

• EARSS $124,844. 
Was a grant for Services 
and Support of at Risk 
Students

• Computer Science 
$1,000. Provided funds 
for teachers to attend 
a two-day gathering to 
learn about computer sci-
ence and its applications 
in the classroom for el-
ementary level teachers.

Total $205,833.
2019-2020
• Computer Science 

$5,250
• Make It Happen 

$68,444. Allowed contin-
ued work on health and 
well being for staff and 
students, provided fund-
ing for initiatives, pro-
grams, and incentives to 
promote healthy choices 
and self well being

• SSD/SAFER 
$584,041. Security Up-
grades

• New Cameras and 
Operating System

• Card Access for Doors
• Front Entrance Secu-

rity Vestibule
• LED Lighting
Total $657,735
2020-2021
• Connecting Colorado 

Students $150,000.
• Connecting Colorado 

Students $1,500,000. 
These Funds were ob-
tained to improve and 
expand connectivity 
to student’s individual 
households for reliable, 
consistent, and strong in-
ternet connection

As a result of the 
planned work the infra-
structure and overall sys-
tem of the school was also 
upgraded with new serv-
ers, switches, and such

Total $1,650,000.
2021-2022
• Connecting Colorado 

Students $1,352,249.
• SAFER $215,376. 

Equipment and hardware 
purchased allowing the 
school to bridge directly 
with emergency person-
nel during any type of 
emergency on school 
grounds. The equipment 
included two sets of pri-
mary radios located in 
the main building and 

shop/bus barn that can be 
accessed by staff to

initiate bridge in an 
emergency. The grant 
also included an addition-
al 8 radios that can be

distributed throughout 
the building to different 
staff for daily use and will 
also have the capability

to work when the bridge 
is initiated allowing the 
radios to communicate di-
rectly with emergency

personnel 
Total $1,567,625.
2022-2023
• BEST $1,058,697.83 

BEST grant was applied 
and awarded for purchase 
and installation of a new 
roof due to inadequacies 
from the previous roof 
when the school was built

• DOLA $1,531,655. 
Additional funds were 
awarded for an increase 
in the solar field array 
that allows the school to 
use renewable energy 
to operate the building 
without use of Xcel elec-
trical sources, the grant 
also allowed the school to 
install a battery backup 
system that allows the 
school to operate for a set 
period of time during an 
electrical outage

• EASI $40,000. This 
grant is being used to 
develop and implement 
a five-year strategic plan 
that focuses on instruc-
tional strategies and im-
proving student achieve-
ment as well as working 
on board norms and board 
governance

Total $2,630,352.83
2023-2024
• EASI $40,000.
• COPS School Violence 

Prevention $324,693. 
This grant is being used 
to increase the number 
of cameras and card ac-
cess points in the build-
ing adding another level 
of security, once complet-
ed 95% of the buildings 
doors will be on card ac-
cess and the number of 
cameras will be doubled 
eliminating blind spots 
and unmonitored areas

• Sangre de Cristo Na-
tional Heritage $25,000. 
Grant awarded to per-
form studies and inspec-
tions of the Garcia School 
for revitalization, a sec-
ond grant will be applied 
for to perform the work 
which will end in the 
school being a learning 
center and building for 
community gatherings

Total $389,693.
Miscellaneous
• Archery in the Schools 

Equipment $4,234.
• Trinchera - Basket-

ball Uniforms $8,000.
Boys & Girls High 

School
• Trinchera - Wood 

Shop Equipment $1,500.
Total $13,734.
• Trinchera Blanca 

Foundation
Renewable 4 Years at 

$20,000 per year.
Total $80,000.
The district also ben-

efited from a partnership 
with San Luis Valley Be-
havioral Health to secure 
a full-time mental health 
professional that works 
in the school and is avail-
able to our students. The 
professional comes at no 
cost to the district and 
the salary is paid through 
San Luis Valley behav-
ioral health. Typically, an 
entry-level professional 
will earn approximately 
$40,000. The total for 
the last two years would 
be an additional $80,000 
and this does not take 
into consideration ben-
efits such as insurance 
and retirement. 

Also, the district will be 
in line for an approximate 
$1.1 million energy rebate 
that will come back to the 
district in the form of ac-
tual money.  So, not only 
will the energy savings

Courtesy photo

Centennial School District’s previous board members present a plaque and plant to Superintendent Toby Melster. 
The 2023-24 school year was Melster’s last for the district. Pictured left to right Centennial School District former 
board members, Lucas Casias, Carlos DeLeon, former Superintendent Melster, and previous board members Lori 
Espinoza, Christopher Rodriguez and Joseph Arellano. These previous board members hired Melster.

Centennial School District thanks former superintendent

■ See THANKS page 7
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performance work guar-
antee a net zero or net 
positive with energy costs, 
but the district will also 
have an additional $1.1 
million for use as they see 
fit.  Melster’s idea was to 
look at using that money 
or part of it as a match 
with either DOLA or an-
other entity for teacher 
housing.  With the solar 
savings on energy costs 
and the rebate the district 
will be well positioned 
to make teacher housing 
more of a reality.  

The Energy savings 
Performance Contract al-
lows the district to apply 
for a federal tax refund 
due to installing renew-
able energy, the solar 
array.  According to Hon-
eywell the district will be 
eligible for $1,116,978. 

A new van was pur-
chased for transporting 
the SPED students to 
Centauri and Alamosa.

There was also a new 
tractor purchased by the 
district with four attach-
ments and a trailer to 
haul the tractor and other 
items if needed.

Additional Accom-
plishments

• New curriculum for 
Science and Math includ-
ing accompanying mate-
rials for teachers

• Budget has remained 
stable and sustainable

• Increases to the base 
salary for five years as well 

as giving step increase
• Two new buses pur-

chased without negative-
ly affecting general fund

• $1 million unassigned 
funds assigned for long 
term and short-term 
planning

• $300,000 given to 
CEA for teacher recruit-
ment and retention

• No critical exceptions 
found during audits

• Budgeted for Assis-
tant Principal

• New routing program 
for buses which included 
tablets in all buses and 
associated app for

parents to monitor bus-
es when operating

• Currently fully 
staffed with teachers

When the board spoke 
to Melster regarding all 
these accomplishments, 
he said that he was only 
able to obtain these 
grants by having the help 
of others.

He added, “I feel com-
fortable for finding and 
assisting with the appli-
cations, with some being 
more of myself writing 
and others more of an 
equal/shared writing.”

• Member of the Rural 
Colorado School Alliance 
Board

• Worked with other 
rural superintendents to 
draft stance on proposed 
legislation, policies, and

lobbying efforts of Alli-
ance

• School Financing
• COVID Mitigation 

and Quarantine
• Remote Learning

• Specific funding for 
rural schools

• Member of Commis-
sioners Rural Education 
Council

• The Commission 
consisted of rural super-
intendents and other ad-
ministrators from rural 
schools with the purpose 
of discussing pressing is-
sues centered on rural 
schools and the issues 
they face and deal with

• The commission’s 
purpose is to ensure that 
rural schools and the ob-
stacles and issues they 
face in providing a rel-
evant and engaging edu-
cation are not lost in the 
bureaucracy of CDE.

“In closing the board 
would like to say, Mr. 
Melster, Toby you were 
not just a great superin-
tendent, but you were an 
amazing friend. We will 
miss you and thank you 
so very much for every-
thing that you did for our 
students, our staff and 
this district.

“We wish you all the 
best in your future en-
deavors and please know 
that you will always have 
family in San Luis. On 
behalf of Mr. DeLeon, 
Mr. Arellano, Mr. Casias, 
Mr. Rodriguez and myself 
(Lori Espinoza) we would 
like to present you with 
this plaque and a plant. 
We know you love your 
plants and a plant was 
much easier than a years 
supply of bacon. Take 
care and God bless you on 
your new journey.”

CONTRIBUTED
GRAND COUNTY – 

Colorado Parks and Wild-
life has confirmed success-
ful reproduction in its gray 
wolf reintroduction efforts 
in the state.

CPW biologists have 
been gathering evidence 
suggesting a male and fe-
male gray wolf pair have 
been denning, indicating 
reproduction. Some of this 
evidence includes GPS col-
lar data.

The collared female’s 
GPS points stopped up-
loading in early April, and 
resumed uploading later in 
April. The points for the fe-
male’s collar showed a very 
localized position. CPW bi-
ologists interpreted this to 
mean that she was likely 
in a den, and therefore not 
in communication with the 
satellites, during the time 
when connectivity with 
the collar was interrupted, 
which aligned with the 

expected timing of wolf re-
production.

At that point, CPW staff 
began diligently working 
to confirm the den and 
whether pups are present.

On June 18, CPW biolo-
gists confirmed one wolf 
pup in Grand County. The 
confirmation occurred dur-
ing routine wolf monitor-
ing efforts, which included 
attempted observations 
from the air and ground, 
remote cameras, public 
sightings, etc. There are 
no photos or videos at this 
time. Although biologists 
were only able to confirm 
one pup at this time, it is 
possible that other pups 
may be present, as wolf lit-
ters commonly consist of 
four to six pups. CPW staff 
will continue to monitor 
the animals to determine 
how many pups have been 
born to the litter.

Because these wolves 
have successfully repro-

duced, they are officially 
considered a pack. The 
pack name is the Copper 
Creek Pack. This is the 
first confirmed Colorado-
born wolf pup since the 
voter-approved wolf rein-
troduction in December.

“We are continuing to 
actively monitor this area 
while exercising extreme 
caution to avoid inad-
vertently disturbing the 
adult wolves, this pup, 
or other pups,” said CPW 
Wildlife Biologist Brenna 
Cassidy. 

CPW biologists and 
area staff will continue to 
monitor this pack. Staff 
will continue to work with 
landowners in the area 
to implement practices to 
minimize the potential for 
conflict. 

For additional informa-
tion on how to stay in-
formed about wolves in 
Colorado, visit cpw.state.
co.us.

Richards has 
decided not to 
purchase the 

locale
By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA – The 

Vali 3 Theater is clos-
ing after operator Bob 
Richards decided not to 
purchase the massive 
downtown building and 
is not reupping the lease 
agreement with the City 
of Monte Vista.

It is not known if the 
theater were closing for 
good or if the city would 
try to find someone else to 
take it over. 

A year ago, local radio 
station owner Richards 
signed a lease with the 
City of Monte Vista that 
included the option to 
purchase the movie the-
ater space.

Low ticket sales caused 

Richards to reevaluate 
his option to purchase the 
theatre. 

According to Richards, 
over 21,000 radio spots 
were run for the theater 
this past year, along 
with a new website that 
showed movie trailers 
for the different mov-
ies. Facebook boosts and 
posts were also used to 
promote the theater, and 
other various forms of so-
cial media marketing.

Despite all the market-
ing, overall attendance 
rose by 2 people per show 
over the previous year. 

A lot of money was lost, 
“tens of thousands of dol-
lars,” due to employee 
costs, utilities, insurance, 
licensing, and other fees, 
including movie rights.

Richards has held free 
showings of major sport-
ing events; he has also 
used the theater as a com-
munity gathering space. 

In addition to show-
ing the current releases, 
Richards held family 
movie nights and specials 
with the holidays. 

The City of Monte Vista 
owns the theater build-
ing and for years helped 
keep it afloat but decided 
last year to find a buyer 
or someone to take it over 
as the maintenance was 
costing the city too much.

Presentations for the 
space were presented to 
the city. One of the stip-
ulations by the city was 
that the space be used as 
an entertainment venue 
for up to four years. The 
proposal from Richards 
was chosen.

Richards appreciated 
the support he received, 
but it was not enough for 
him to keep it going.

Bobolicious Gourmet 
Coffee will continue to op-
erate in the mornings in 
the theater’s lobby.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
confirms first reproduction from 

gray wolves released in December

Vali 3 Theater operator 
closes the doors
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Follow sports editor 
Ken Hamrick on X. 

His handle is 
@KenHamrick1.
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PRCA Rodeo
Alamosa Round-UP, 6:30 

p.m.
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Braxson Burns gets started with his mutton bustin’ ride on Thursday. Burns 
had the best score among seven-year-olds with 98 points.

Mutton Bustin’ has 
several good scores
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The annual Alamosa 
Round-UP activities continued on 
Thursday with the mutton bustin’ and 
open team roping competitions.

The Top 4 in each mutton bustin’ age 
division, and the Top 10 barrel racers 
return for this weekend’s performances. 
The top four- and five-year-olds competed 
on Friday, and the top six- and seven-
year-olds will compete on Saturday.

The mutton bustin’ opened with the 
four-year-olds. Reigna Honeycutt had 
the best score with a 91-point ride. Lacey 
Romero was second with 87 points, 
followed by Gabby Salas with 85, and 
Hannah Romero with 82 ½.

In the five-year-old division, Moroko 
Belden had the best score with 96 points. 
Rayden Rodman was next with 93 ½, 
Emma Squires was third with 92, and 
Zane Canty was fourth with 87.

Brandie McColm had the best score 
among six-year-olds with 96 points. 
Ida Welsh was second with 90, Andres 
Mateo-Juan was third with 89 ½, and 
Dak Crowther was fourth with 87.

The seven-year-olds’ best score was 
recorded by Braxson Burns with 98 
points. Ezekiel Murray was second with 
93 ½, followed by Brennan Coleman with 
91 ½, and Michael Webb was fourth 
with 91.

In the open barrel racing, Jaycee 
Francis of Monte Vista had the best time 
of 16.85 seconds on her horse Amigo. 
Gracie Wilson of Center was second in 
17.10 on Oliver Fame, Raelynn Bouet of 
Alamosa was third in 17.34 on Dream 
Big Juno, Rosemary Egolf of Alamosa 
was fourth in 17.36 on Maxine, and Lucy 
Brittain of Creede was fifth in 17.40 on 
Digger.

Rounding out the Top 10 were Hadlee 
Canty of Alamosa in 17.51 on Annie, Addy 
Malouff of La Jara in 17.54 on Newt, 
Hallie Henry of Alamosa in 17.71 on 
Archie, Ava Morris of Manassa in 17.82 
on VF Slick Trick, and Lyla Gesink of 
Alamosa in 17.84 on Little Hot Jets.

Reigna Honeycutt had the best score 
among four-year-olds with 91 points.

Alamosa Round-UP Gets 
underway with Friday slack
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

annual Alamosa Round-
up PRCA rodeo started on 
Friday with the morning 
slack at the Alamosa rodeo 
grounds.

There was only one 
tie-down roper in the 
slack, however, Taylor 
Smith of Hobbs, N.M., was 
unsuccessful in his run.

Next was team roping 
with 11 duos entered. The 
best team was saved for 
last as Brayden and Josh 
Fillmore, both of Penrose, 

had a 5.6-second run.
The second-best time of 

the slack was turned in by 
Austin Crist of Fountain 
and J.W. Borrego of 
Weston in 5.9 seconds. 
Third place was recorded 
by Bridger Ketcham of 
Yeso, N.M., and Cale 
Morris of Balko, Okla., 
in 6.2. Brian Dunning of 
McClave and Justin Price 
of La Veta were fourth 
in 6.9.

A total of 32 entries 
competed in ladies barrel 
racing. Rachel Huerkamp 
of Delta had the best 

time of the slack in 17.44 
seconds. Sabrina Ketchum 
of Yeso, N.M., was second 
in 17.59, followed by 
Madilyn Todd of Wilcox, 
Ariz., in 17.62, Kelly 
Yates of Pueblo in 17.68, 
and Loralee Ward of Fort 
Lupton in 17.76.

The  rodeo ’ s  f i r s t 

performance was Friday. 

It will conclude today with 

the second performance 

at 6:30 p.m., followed 

by a concert by Justin 

Lawrence.

Moroko Belden had the best score 
among five-year-olds with 96 points.

Brandie McColm had the best score 
among six-year-olds with 96 points.

Jill Francis of Monte Vista 
had the best time in the 
open barrel racing Friday 
at the Alamosa Round-
UP at the Alamosa rodeo 
grounds, Francis’ time 
was 16.85 seconds on 
her horse, Amigo.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ADOPTION OF MODEL TRAFFIC CODE

NOTICE is hereby given of a public hearing before the Alamosa City 
Council at 7:00 p.m., July 3, 2024, at Council Chambers, City Hall, 
300 Hunt Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101, for the purpose of considering 
Ordinance No. 10-2024, adopting by reference the “Model Traffic 
Code” 2024 edition, as the traffic ordinance of the City of Alamosa, 
Colorado.
Copies of the Model Traffic Code are on file at the office of the City 
Clerk and may be inspected during regular business hours. If enacted 
as an ordinance of this City, the Model Traffic Code will not be pub-
lished in full, but in accordance with state law, copies will be kept 
on file. 
The Model Traffic Code 2024 edition is published by the Colorado 
Department of Transportation, Traffic Engineering and Safety Branch, 
2829 West Howard Place, Denver, CO 80204. The subject matter 
of the Model Traffic Code relates primarily to comprehensive traffic 
control regulations for the City. The purpose of the Ordinance and 
the Code adopted therein is to provide a system of traffic regulations 
consistent with state law and generally conforming to similar regula-
tions throughout the state and the nation. 
Immediately following the hearing, the City Council will consider pas-
sage of the adopting Ordinance. 
Dated this 11th day of June, 2024. 
CITY OF ALAMOSA, COLORADO 
Holly C. Martinez, City Clerk 
First notice of hearing: June 11, 2024.
Second notice of hearing: June 22, 2024.
No. 3983.
Published in the Valley Courier on June 11, & 22, 2024.

LAKE CITY HOSTS 
a Wednesday Market 
for locally-grown foods 
and artisans in June, 
July, August. INTER-
ESTED IN BEING A 
VENDOR?  lakecitydirt.
com/vibrant-economy. 
(6/26/24)

CHR ISTIAN [OR-
THODOX] GENTLE-
MAN seeking a wife in 
Covenant Marriage, by 
way of Christian Dating. 
I’m in my 70’s, well-
looking, good health 
and never married/NO 
Baggage!  [I was seeking 
“first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteous-
ness.”] I am a small-
scale gifted Preacher/
Minister, College Grad 
Plus, and well-Traveled. 
I am NOT Comput-
erized, with a simple 
phone and voice mail 
Only! After Military 
Service [Active 5 yrs.] 
I worked predominately 
in Agriculture – hands 
on; so I am rural, agrar-
ian by choice, and a 
homeowner in N.M. 
Looking for a mature 
Lady of like precious 
Faith (NON-Denomina-
tional). I appreciate Hik-
ing, camping, Birding 
and Real Christian Fel-
lowship- [I believe the 
Holy Bible-KJV-unto 
Salvation.]  Please write 
if interested and we can 
meet at a church or café 
in Alamosa or elsewhere 
in the Southwest. May 
God be with you in this 
I Pray. Sincerely in JE-
SUS LORD of ALL 
Gerald CRILLY POB. 
253 Tres Piedras, N.M. 
87577   (7/5/24)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(7/24/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
has openings for the 
fol lowing posit ions: 
S C H O O L  C O U N -
SELOR; K-12 MU-
SIC TEACHER; MS 
FOOTBALL; HS BOYS 
& GIRLS BASKET-
BALL; NUTRITION 
STAFF. Please contact 
Dave Crews for more in-
formation 719-420-1422 
or Jenna Mondragon at 
719-717-0871. (7/24/24)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Ful l-Time CUSTO-
DIAN. All candidates 
must pass background 
checks. Applications 
can be downloaded 
a t  w w w. s a n f o r d -
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(7/10/24)

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for the follow-
ing posit ion: HIGH 
SCHOOL PR I NCI-
PAL. Applicant must 
possess or be able to 
obtain a Colorado Prin-
cipal or Administra-
tor’s License. Mini-
mum of five (5) years of 
experience in teaching/ 
administration, with a 
minimum of three (3) 
years in school lead-
ership status. Appli-
cations are available 
online at https://www.
alamosaschools.org/ 
For more information, 
contact Tracy Vigil at 
719-587-1600. Appli-
cation deadline is until 
filled. EOE. (6/29/24)
T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
t ions for the 2024-
2025 School Year at 
ALAMOSA TRANS-
PORTATION, BUS 
DRIVERS. Applicants 
must obtain a CDL with 
Class “B” with S&P 
endorsement, training 
available. Applications 
are available online at 
http://alamosaschools.
org. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (6/29/24)

R G C D F S  /  D E L 
NORTE HEAD START 
is seeking applications 
for the following posi-
tions: ECC COACH 
- BA and experience 
required; TEACHER 
ASSISTA NTS; and 
R E C E P T I O N I S T. 
Positions will remain 
open until filled.  Send 
resumes to donnama-
r ie5659@gmail.com 
or rgcdfs@gmail.com. 
(6/29/24)

FULL-TIME FARM 
HAND Wanted - CO-
O R S  R E S E A RC H 
FA R M,  C E N T E R. 
All season farm work 
including upkeep of 
yard and work at the 
elevator.  Experience 
preferred.  Must be at 
least 21 years old and 
have your own trans-
portation. Must be able 
to pass drug test, back-
ground, and reference 
checks.  $18-20/hour 
DOE. Please send your 
resume to lwagner@
excelpersonnel.com. 
(6/29/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 8TH GRADE 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
(ELA) TEACHER.  A 
complete list of desired 
qualifications and expe-
rience is posted on the 
district website.  Monte 
Vista School District op-
erates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competi-
tive salary and an ex-
cellent benefit package 
including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
HSA match, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties  by July 2, 2024, 
or until the position is 
filled.   For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (7/9/24)

P O W E R  Z O N E 
EQUIPMENT is look-
ing to hire a full-time 
CERTIFIED ELEC-
TRICIAN with a MAS-
TER ELECTRICIAN’S 
LICENSE. Pay range of 
$30-$40/hr with benefits 
package. Deadline to ap-
ply 7/3/24. Send resume 
to greg@powerzone.
com or call 719-754-
1981 to apply. (7/9/24)

BUSINESS MANAG-
ER: ADAMS STATE 
U N I V E R S I T Y  i s 
seeking a BUSINESS 
MANAGER for the DE-
PARTMENT OF ATH-
LETICS.  The Business 
Manager posit ion is 
Full time and includes 
managing all aspects of 
fiscal responsibility and 
day to day operations 
for coaches and ath-
letic department staff. 
Please send application 
to: athletics@adams.edu 
(7/3/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: a Middle School 
8TH GRADE SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEACHER 
(with an EMPHASIS on 
US HISTORY) and a 
Middle School 8TH 
GR A DE SC I E NC E 
TEACHER. A complete 
list of desired quali-
fications and experi-
ence for each position 
is posted on the district 
website. The District op-
erates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, HSA 
match, and life cover-
age. The salaries for 
these positions will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties  by June 27, 2024 or 
until the positions are 
filled. For application 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(7/3/24)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT has the follow-
ing openings for the 
24-25 school year: K-12 
PE, HS SCIENCE, K-12 
PRINCIPAL. Send in-
quiries/resumes to Mr. 
Stagner @ Stagnerb@
valley.k12.co.us or call 
719-655-2578. (7/10/24)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL is seeking 
DIRECTOR of STU-
DENT BEHAVIOR, 
ATHLETIC DIREC-
TOR, and SCHOOL 
SAFETY MANAGE-
MENT for the upcom-
ing 2024-2025 school 
year. Submit completed 
application to Mr. Kevin 
Jones, Superintendent 
by email to: kjones@
sierragrandeschool.net. 
Applications are avail-
able at the District of-
fice, 17523 Hwy. 160, 
Blanca, CO 81123 or on-
line at www.sierragran-
deschool.net.  Effective 
managerial, supervisory, 
and human relations 
skills, and computer 
skills. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Mr. Kevin Jones at 719-
379-3259. Position open 
until filled. EOE. This 
institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
(7/17/24)

M E C H A N I C :  J T 
TIMBER FALLING 
is hir ing a full-time 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
a n d  T RU C K  M E -
CHANIC in BLAN-
CA, CO. $25-$45/hr 
depending on experi-
ence. Monday – Friday 
schedule. Benefits are 
available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit jttimber.
com to apply. (7/17/24)

THE CITY OF MON-
TE VISTA is seeking 
qualified applicants for 
position of POLICE OF-
FICER. Applicants must 
be POST certified as a 
Colorado Police Officer. 
Selected applicants must 
be able to pass physical, 
physiological evalua-
tions, pre-employment 
drug test and extensive 
background check. Must 
be able to work all shifts. 
Star t ing hourly rate 
$21.50 – 22.75, DOE. A 
$5,000 hiring bonus is 
available with a signed 
two-year commitment. 
Application and com-
plete job description 
may be found at https://
cityofmontevista.colo-
rado.gov/government/
depar tments/human-
resources  Open until 
filled. (7/3/24)
T O W N  O F  D E L 
NORTE MUNICIPAL 
COURT CLERK. Town 
of Del Norte is hiring 
PART-TIME Munici-
pal Court Clerk. High 
school graduate or GED 
equivalent and two years 
of office, legal, and court 
clerical. Will work close-
ly with Town municipal 
judge for operations and 
procedures of the mu-
nicipal court system. 
With knowledge of legal 
terminology and practic-
es. Oversees and main-
tains the court dockets, 
records of all pending 
and disposed cases, and 
ensures accurate and 
updated information. 
All administrative and 
technical duties in sup-
port of municipal court. 
Send resume to Town 
of Del Norte -Attention 
Town Clerk. Resumes 
may be submitted by 
email to delnorte1860@
outlook.com or mailed 
to Del Norte Town Hall 
140 Spruce Street, Del 
Norte, Co 81132. EOE. 
(7/17/24)

$24.00

4$25
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
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THE SLV LANDFILL 
is accepting applica-
tions for a PART-TIME 
SCALE CLERK.  Re-
quires working the front 
office, waiting on cus-
tomers, weighing loads, 
processing credit cards, 
cash transactions, cleans 
and maintains the of-
fice. Also, fill in for Of-
fice Assistant as needed.  
Must be willing to work 
in all types of weather 
and be able to work a 
fluctuating schedule in-
cluding alternating Sat-
urday’s.  Position open 
until filled.  $16.00 per 
hour 20-30 hours per 
week.  Applications can 
be mailed to officeman-
ager@slvlandfill.com or 
returned to the office.  
Download the applica-
tion at slvlandfill.com. 
(7/2/24)

VA LLEY EDUCA-
T O R S  C R E D I T 
U N ION i s  a c c ep t-
ing applications for a 
TELLER/MEMBER 
SERVICE REPRESEN-
TATIVE.  Successful 
candidate should have 
excellent communica-
tion and customer ser-
vice skills, ability to 
listen, follow directions 
and identify the needs of 
others.  They should pos-
sess a positive, friendly 
attitude, integrity, be a 
team player and abil-
ity to multi-task.  Prior 
teller experience is a 
plus.  To apply, email ré-
sumé to laura@vecuslv.
com or stop by our office 
at 910 Main Street in 
ALAMOSA to pick-up 
an application. VECU 
has been serving the 
SLV community for over 
60 years and is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
(6/29/24)

COME BE A part of the 
growing CENTENNI-
AL R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications for 
a SECONDARY MATH 
TEACHER, TRANS-
PORTATION DIREC-
TOR, PRESCHOOL 
PARAPROFESSION-
AL, PART-TIME CUS-
TODIAN, REGULAR 
BUS ROUTE or AC-
TIVITY BUS DRIV-
ER, and a VARIETY OF 
SUBSTITUTES. Posi-
tions will remain open 
until filled. Each posi-
tion has unique respon-
sibilities, yet all require 
the same application 
process. Please submit 
a resume, three letters 
of recommendation, per-
tinent transcripts, and a 
background check/valid 
CDE license with an ap-
plication. Submit appli-
cations through https://
www.applitrack.com/
centennialschool/onlin-
eapp or email kimba.
rael@centennial.k12.
co.us. All full-time posi-
tions qualify for a com-
petitive benefits pack-
age and salary as out-
lined through our Mas-
ter Agreement, which is 
available at centennial.
k12.co.us. The starting 
pay range for cer t i-
fied staff is $36,872 to 
$49,509; 9-month staff 
is $20,613- $26.205; 
and 12-month staff is 
$29,812-$33,354; route/
activity driver pay is 
based on route/mileage; 
substitute pay is $120/
day. We are doing great 
things in SAN LUIS; it’s 
the perfect time to join 
our team. (7/3/24)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
HEALTH is seeking a 
full-time FACILITIES 
MA NAGER to join 
our team! This posi-
tion will train, lead, and 
direct custodians and 
housekeepers in the EVS 
department with daily, 
weekly, and monthly 
tasks and projects. The 
pay range for this posi-
tion is $21.98 - $30.69. 
For more information 
and to apply please vis-
it our careers page at 
www.slvh.org. (6/28/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking a MUSIC or 
THEATRE TEACH-
ER for the 24-25 school 
year. Applicants must 
possess a Colorado 
Teaching License or be 
eligible to apply for one. 
Salary schedules are 
available on the district 
website. Please submit 
a district application, 
resume, cover letter, and 
transcripts at https://
w w w. sout hconejos.
com/page/how-to-apply 
(Vacant Until Filled). 
(6/25/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking an anticipat-
ed LEAD PRESCHOOL 
TEACHER for the 24-25 
school year. Applicants 
must possess a Level 2 
in Colorado Shines and 
preferred Lead Teach-
er Certificate. Salary 
schedules are available 
on the district website. 
Please submit a district 
application, resume, 
cover letter, and tran-
scripts at https://www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply (Vacant 
Until Filled). (6/25/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for BUS DRIVERS for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Must possess a 
valid Colorado driver’s 
license and a commer-
cial dr iver’s l icense 
(CDL) or be able to ob-
tain one. Please submit 
a district application, 
resume, cover letter, 
transcripts, and certifi-
cations at https://www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply. Applica-
tions will be accepted 
until positions are filled. 
(vacant until f illed). 
(6/25/24)

R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hir ing!  
Available full-time po-
sitions with competi-
tive pay and benefits 
include:  ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE APPRAISER 
TRAINEE; PUBLIC 
H E A LT H N U R SE; 
ROA D & BR I D GE 
EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR; SHERIFF’S OF-
FICE DETENTION/
DISPATCH DEPUTY; 
Sheriff’s Office DE-
TENTION/DISPATCH 
SERGEANT and COR-
PORAL; Sheriff’s Of-
fice ROAD DEPUTY; 
Sheriff’s Office JAIL 
COOK; SOCIAL SER-
VICES LEGAL TECH-
NICIAN MANAGER. 
Benefits include medi-
cal, retirement, and paid 
time-off.  Visit www.
riograndecounty.org for 
details including ap-
plications and job de-
scriptions or pickup at 
Human Resources:  925 
6th St., Rm. 200, DEL 
NORTE, CO. (7/26/24)
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AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROV I DER 
needed at  t he U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT.  150 days per 
year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school.  Appli-
cants must have a high 
school diploma and ex-
perience working with 
young children is a plus! 
Please submit your ap-
plication and resume 
to: Aaron Horrocks, 
Superintendent, at 950 
French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000.  Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (7/3/24)
DI R E CTOR F OR 
INFANT CARE CEN-
TER needed at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Please submit your ap-
plication and resume 
to: Aaron Horrocks, 
Superintendent, at 950 
French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000.  Applications 
may be retrieved on-line 
at urtigers.co or at the 
District Office. (7/3/24)
LEA D TEACH ER 
FOR INFANT CARE 
CENTER needed at 
t h e  U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  150 days 
per year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school.  Please 
submit your application 
and resume to: Aaron 
Hor rocks, Super in-
tendent, at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO, 81132, or call at 
719-657-4040, x4000.  
Applications may be 
retrieved on-line at ur-
tigers.co or at the Dis-
trict Office. (7/3/24)
S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS/LONG 
TERM SUBS needed 
at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT in DEL 
NORTE!  Call or email:  
Sophia at 719-657-
4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more 
information, go on-line:  
urtigers.co, or stop by 
the district office at:  
950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO to pick up an 
application. You do not 
have to hold a college 
degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school gradu-
ate and have a substi-
tute license from CDE 
(Colorado Department 
of Education). (7/3/24)

FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. Applicant 
must pass a background 
check and be able to 
work independently, 
be a forward-thinking 
individual with an over-
all team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Applicant 
must also be able to 
work in all weather con-
ditions (snow removal/
general landscaping).  
If interested, please 
contact Demo Trujillo, 
719-657-4040 x4007, 
dtrujillo@urtigers.co.  
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (7/3/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
caring individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PARA-
EDUCATOR. Appli-
cants must have a high 
school diploma and 
prior experience work-
ing with students with 
special needs is pre-
ferred.  Please submit 
your application to Amy 
Duda, DNES Principal 
at 950 French Street, 
Del Norte, CO 81132; 
aduda@urtigers.co; or 
call at 719-657-4050.  
The position will be 
open until filled.  You 
can pick up an appli-
cation at the District 
Office or on-line at ur-
tigers.co. (7/3/24)

B U S  D R I V -
ERS NEEDED FOR 
t h e  U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, CDL & 
NON-CDL DRIVERS.  
Will pay for CDL li-
cense and training with 
contract.  Must be able 
to pass a background 
and pre-employment 
drug test.  If interest-
ed, please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co.  Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co. (7/3/24)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained.  Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience.  Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co. (7/3/24)

J R / S R  H I G H 
SCHOOL BEHAVIOR 
INTERVENTIONIST 
/ SCHOOL ASSESS-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR, needed at DEL 
NORTE JR/SR HIGH 
SCHOOL for the 2024-
2025 school year. We 
are seeking a hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic 
teaching professional to 
join our dynamic team. 
Applicants must have 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co or contact Annie 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(7/3/24)

SPRINKLER RE -
PAIR & INSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

M I C R O W A V E : 
25X17X15, WORKS 
great. $20. 719-480-
3225. (6/22/24)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
H A Y :  G R A S S , 
GRASS/ALFALFA, 
ALFALFA. 3x3 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(7/3/24-monthly)

HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(7/9/24)

2 FAMILY ESTATE 
SALE: Fr iday 6/21, 
Saturday 6/22/24, 9:30-
3:00PM, 12155 County 
Road 109 S, ALAMO-
SA. (6/22/24) 

GA R AG E  SA L E : 
FRIDAY 6/21, Satur-
day 6/22, 7am-?. 307 
14th St., ALAMOSA. 
Wo m e n’s  c l o t h e s . 
(6/22/24)

2005 HESSTON 4910 
BALER New Monitor, 
Preservative Applica-
tor, moisture sensor, ac-
cumulator. Field ready. 
$22500 OBO 719-850-
1143. (7/13/24)

FIREWORKS FOR 
SALE! Chama, NM. 
All the good stuff. 505-
927-4064. (7/3/24)

FOR SALE:  LOTS 
of STORE SHELVING 
available at former Sun-
shine Country Grocery 
Store. 719-852-6981. 
(6/22/24)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN-AS)

10 ACRES OF LAND 
for sale. 3 miles east of 
ANTONITO. Ready to 
build your dream home! 
719-580-5745. (6/29/24)

A C R E A G E  F O R 
SALE - $2,000/ACRE. 
Contact Rick 928-277-
6140. (7/6/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN-AS)

R E S I D E N T I A L 
O R  O F F I C E 
S PAC E  F O R  o n e 
person, located in an 
end-unit in a four-plex 
in DEL NORTE. Ap-
proximately 700 sq ft 
with an open entry area, 
separate office or bed-
room, kitchen area, and 
3/4 bath. $800/month, 
inclusive of water and 
sewer. Pets and smok-
ers are not permitted. 
Please call 719-850-
0750. (7/2/24)

CH A R M I NG R E -
MODELED ONE+ 
BE D RO O M,  O N E 
BATH, ONE-PERSON 
unit in a quiet four-plex 
in DEL NORTE. $700/
month, inclusive of wa-
ter and sewer. Pets and 
smokers are not permit-
ted. Call 719-850-0750. 
(7/2/24)

ALAMOSA: COZY 1 
BEDROOM apartment 
near Cole Park. $675 
month, $675 deposit. 
NO PETS. 719-580-
5400. (6/25/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR rent at 
1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike- 
(719)850-1961.

REMODELED TWO 
BEDROOM, 1 BATH 
home on a corner lot 
in DEL NORTE. Near 
biking/hiking trail-
head. Pets and smok-
ers are not permitted. 
Please call 719-850-
0750.  $850/month. 
(7/2/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4 BEDROOM, 2. 5 
BATH.  Appliances 
furnished.  Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced in 
backyard.  Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VISTA.  
$2150/month,  plus 
utilities.  Yearly lease; 
available 6/1/24.  Con-
tact 719-852-5101 or 
719-852-5350. (7/9/24)

ROOMS FOR RENT: 
FURNISHED, ALA-
MOSA. 720-436-5550. 
(6/25/24)

ELDERLY WOMAN 
TO share house in 
Monte Vista. 720-427-
5953. (6/25/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I have been 
together 20 years, married 
for 12. We have weath-
ered ex-spouses, step-
parenting, nine military 
deployments between us, 
serious health issues and 
everyday normal life. My 
husband is an infinitely 
better person than I am, 
and I have always tried 
to care for him. We are in 
our early 40s and recently 
retired. 

 This year, our children 
will be out of the house, and 
we have bought a beautiful 
home in a dream location 
for the two of us to start our 
next adventure together. I 
love my husband, but over 
the last few years, almost 
everything he says makes 
me extremely angry or an-
noyed. I have never felt like 
this before in our relation-
ship, and I don’t know why 
this is happening now. No 
one else makes me feel this 
way. 

 I don’t know where to 
start on addressing the 
problem. I have told my 
husband a little bit, and he 
says he feels like I no lon-
ger love him or need him. 
But, Abby, I do everything 
for him. I manage all our 
bills and finances. I cook 
three meals a day. I clean 
the house, the yard and 
the cars. I do everything 
he asks for if he needs 
help or assistance. I try 
to always be there if he 
needs to talk or vent. I 

stay in shape and avail-
able for him. I don’t know 
what else to do to make 
him feel loved and to make 
my anger go away. Please 
help. -- MYSTIFIED IN 
NORTH CAROLINA

 DEAR MYSTIFIED: 
I’m not sure your husband 
is “an infinitely better per-
son” than you are. I wish 
you had mentioned one 
thing that he does to make 
YOU feel loved and needed, 
because from where I sit, 
you have been shoulder-
ing the entire load. Your 
anger and resentment may 
stem from your awakening 
to this fact. Those feel-
ings may dissipate if you 
discuss them with a mar-
riage and family therapist, 
preferably in the presence 
of your husband. 

 DEAR ABBY: I am 49. 
I grew up in a toxic, abu-
sive household. My mother 
can’t drive. She’s broke and 
needs me. Up until the last 
few years, she has been a 
nightmare. 

 I’m a single mom of 
three children and I work 
A LOT. On weekends, I’d 
like to rest and try to have 
a social life, but my mother 
wants me to come nearly 
every Saturday to take 
her out and visit with the 
kids. She lives 45 minutes 
away and it’s an all-day 
endeavor. 

 I am going crazy. I have 
no social life, and I’d like 
to get remarried one day. 
Would it be selfish to visit 

only once a month? I need 
to focus more on myself 
and my needs. I don’t know 
what to do or what to sug-
gest for my mother to do in 
my absence. -- NO LIFE IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA

 DEAR NO LIFE: Re-
mind your mother that you 
work hard all week and 
during the last few years 
you have sacrificed your 
personal time to be her 
chauffeur. Explain that 
you need time for yourself 
and can only visit her once 
a month. 

 Do not expect her to like 
it, but you MUST take time 
for yourself to unwind and 
have a social life. Advise 
her that there may be a 
senior center near her that 
provides the transporta-
tion she needs for activities. 
Then stand your ground. 

Marriage hits rough patch 
amid a major transition
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Windows are a major com-
ponent of a home. Window in-
stallation professionals will tell 
homeowners that the average 
life span of residential windows 
is between 15 and 30 years. 
Most well-maintained products 
can last 20 years, so home-
owners who have windows ap-
proaching that age may want to 
schedule a window assessment 
and possible replacement.

Replacing windows is a job 
that requires advanced skill, 
and this is not a do-it-yourself 
project. There are many quali-
fied professional window instal-
lation companies that will work 
with homeowners to measure, 
order and install windows that 
will fit with the style of a home 
and local weather, all while pro-
viding features the homeowner 
desires.

For those wondering when to 
replace windows, Pella and Re-

How to recognize when it’s time to replace your windows 
newal by Andersen, two of the 
premiere window manufactur-
ers, offer these guidelines.

• Difficulty opening and clos-
ing windows. A window that 
does not operate as it should can 
aggravate homeowners. If win-
dows are sticking shut or cannot 
be securely closed, it’s probably 
time for something new.

• There’s apparent window 
damage. Accidents happen, 
and if a rock is kicked up from 
a lawnmower and cracks a win-
dow or if spring baseball prac-
tice has gone awry with an 
errant throw, windows may re-
quire replacement.

• Drafts in the window are 
common. If heating and cooling 
systems are working overtime, 
drafty, poorly insulated win-
dows could be to blame. Vari-
ous agencies can perform en-
ergy efficiency tests in a home. 
Windows that are determined 

to be the weak spots should be 
replaced.

• Dated windows are present 
in the home. Older windows 
may pose safety hazards, espe-
cially those in older homes. A 
larger window may be needed to 
comply with fire safety codes al-
lowing for window egress. Dated 
windows also may simply look 
“old” and compromise the aes-
thetics of a home.

• Outdoor noises are noticed 
quite readily. Newer windows 
can help reduce noise transmis-
sion. So those leaf blowers, air-
planes, barking dogs, and kids 
playing basketball up the street 
won’t disturb homeowners as 
they try to enjoy some peace and 
quiet indoors.

• Fading indoors is noted. 
Windows that do not feature 
low-emissivity (Low-E) glass 
coatings will not block UV rays. 
Those rays can cause fading to 

wood floors and furniture or pret-
ty much anything the sunlight 
touches. Replacing existing win-
dows with Low-E coating alter-
natives can safeguard belongings 

and improve window efficiency.
Window replacement may be 

necessary when existing win-
dows are showing signs of aging 
or damage.  

Planning plays an integral 
role in the home improvement 
process, and it’s perhaps a more 
time-consuming component of 
renovations than homeowners 
realize. According to the “2024 
U.S. Houzz & Home Study” from 
Houzz Research, homeowners 
spent almost twice as much time 
planning their kitchen renova-
tions in 2023 as it took for the 
projects to be completed. The 
researchers behind the report 

found that the average time 
spent planning a kitchen reno-
vation in 2023 was 9.6 months, 
while the building took 5.1 
months. Additional projects fea-
tured a similar disparity between 
the time to plan and the time to 
build. For example, homeowners 
spent 8.1 months planning living 
room renovations, which then 
took an additional 4.1 months to 
complete. Even smaller projects 
like closet renovations required 

ample planning (6.5 months) 
that more than doubled the time 
required to complete the project 
(3.1 months).   

Did you know?
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1/2  mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy.1/2  mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy.

(719) 274-5857(719) 274-5857
1403 Tremont, Alamosa1403 Tremont, Alamosa

(719) 587-0338(719) 587-0338    

YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT HEADQUARTERS
• Full Range of Lumber & Supplies • Hardware • Treated Lumber • Engineered Lumber 

• Cement & Block • Windows • Doors • Insulation • Siding • Metal Roofing • Shingles • Trusses 
• Fencing • Sheetrock • Molding • Lawn & Garden • Plywood • Plumbing • Electrical

ICF Forms • Special Orders-Stocked Pre-Built Sheds

Fishing Licenses • Propane • Alfalfa

Homeowners know it can be 
tempting to go the do-it-yourself 
(DIY) route when starting a home 
improvement project. Home re-
pairs and renovations can be cost-
ly, and the notion of saving money 
on such projects compels many 
homeowners to try their hand at 
home improvements. However, 
the DIY approach can be costly as 
well, and if things go awry, home-
owners may end up with empty 
pockets and unfinished projects.

Online tutorials and advertise-
ments for home improvement re-
tailers can make DIY seem like a 
snap. However, there are poten-
tial pitfalls to consider that could 
make the ostensibly less expen-
sive DIY route far more detrimen-
tal to the bottom line than home-
owners may recognize.

• Permits: Permits ensure work 
is done in accordance with local 
codes, which are designed to en-
sure the safety of residents and 
their neighbors. Licensed contrac-
tors know which permits are nec-
essary for projects they’re hired to 
work on, and many even procure 
permits for their clients (home-
owners are urged to read estimates 
and contracts to determine who 
will be responsible for acquiring 
the appropriate permits). DIYers 
may not know about local permits, 
and therefore go ahead with proj-
ects without procuring any. That 
can be harmful in the short- and 
long-term. In the short-term, a 
failure to procure the appropriate 
permits can make a home less safe 
and potentially lead to costly fines 
and necessitate a complete do-over 
of the project. In the long-term, 
homeowners who did not secure 
the appropriate permits may not 
be given a certificate of occupancy 

(CO) when putting their homes 
on the market, which can make it 
very difficult to sell the home.

• Ancillary costs: The ancillary 
costs of DIY are not often noted 
in online tutorials. However, such 
costs can dramatically increase 
the amount of money DIYers shell 
out in order to complete projects 
on their own. Ancillary costs in-
clude but are not limited to the 
price of tools and equipment; dis-
posal fees for materials that will 
need to be discarded; and the cost 
of permits. These costs are often 
included in estimates provided 
by contractors, but they’re easily 
overlooked by novice DIYers. 

• Repairs: Even experienced 
contractors make mistakes, so DI-
Yers, particularly novices, can an-
ticipate making a few errors along 
the way. Minor mistakes may not 
prove too costly, but more signif-
icant mishaps can quickly negate 
any cost savings associated with 
DIY renovations. The cost to fix 
DIY mistakes varies depending 
on the project, but a 2019 survey 
from Porch.com found that the av-
erage DIY mistake cost homeown-
ers $310 and added five and a half 
hours to the overall time spent 
to complete a project. It’s worth 
noting the Porch.com survey was 
conducted prior to the dramatic 
increase in materials costs related 
to inflation in recent years. So it’s 
reasonable to assume that fixing 
DIY mistakes in 2024 could end 
up costing considerably more than 
a few hundred dollars.

Before diving in to DIY, home-
owners may want to consider the 
real costs associated with forgoing 
professional experience in the po-
tentially misplaced hopes of sav-
ing a few dollars.  

How DIY can be bad for 
homeowners’ bottom lines
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The process of buying and 
selling a home includes many 
movable parts. North Amer-
ica has experienced historic 
trends in the housing market 
in recent years. Most notably, 
record-high prices have dom-
inated the real estate market 
over the last several years.  

High prices are good news for 
sellers, who can probably an-
ticipate receiving offers above 
listing price. In  New Jersey, 
inventory is so low that 12.5 
percent of homes in the Gar-
den State sold above list price, 
according to data from RedFin. 
This is good news for sellers 
currently looking to make an 
excellent profit on their prop-
erties. Sellers who don’t want 
to rely on the market alone to 
earn more for their homes can 
take various steps to get top 
dollar.

Stage your home
According to the 2023 Profile 

of Home Staging conducted by 
the National Association of Re-
altors®, 81 percent of buyers’ 
agents said staging a home 
made it easier for the buyer 
to visualize the property as a 
future home. Focus your atten-
tion on the living room, own-
er’s suite and kitchen. Hiring 
a staging professional can be 
an investment that turns a siz-
able profit.

Know your local market
A good way to price your 

home and gauge if it will sell 
quickly is to look at the av-
erage “days on the market” 
for similar homes nearby. If 
homes are selling faster than 
the average DOM, that sug-
gests high demand, which can 
work in your favor.

Make added-value im-
provements

Focus renovation dollars on 
the types of projects that will 
reap the highest return on in-
vestment. Remodeling maga-
zine annually reports the proj-
ects that offer the best ROI. In 

How sellers can get top dollar for their homes
2023, the project that reaped 
the highest ROI was an HVAC 
Conversion/Electrification, 
which involved converting a 
fossil-fuel-burning furnace 
into an electric heat pump. 
The cost recouped was 103.5 
percent.

Sell at the right time
Fewer people are shopping 

for homes in the dead of win-
ter or during the middle of the 
school year, so putting your 
home on the market in spring 
typically brings out the largest 
number of interested parties, 
according to Opendoor. But 
this isn’t the only time-related 
factor to consider. To sell for 
the most money, you want to 
list your home when you have 
enough equity to pay off your 
current mortgage, the costs of 
selling, and the costs of mov-
ing, says Bankrate.

Give curb appeal a boost
Make sure that buyers see 

your home in a positive light 
from the first moment they 
pull up for a walk-through 
showing. According to Home 
& Garden, improving the land-

scaping can result in a value 
increase of up to 12 percent. 
Additional projects can include 
investing in a new front door 
and garage doors. Be sure that 
hedges are trimmed, there are 
fresh flowers growing, and 
that walkways and the drive-
way are clean and tidy.

A few simple strategies can 
help sellers get more money 
for their homes. 
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Primary Home and / or 
Rental Home Loans

Purchase, Refinance and / or Construction

Commercial Loans
Real Estate Purchase, Refinance and /or Construction

Equipment Purchase and / or Refinance

Operating Lines of Credit

Agriculture Loans
Real Estate Purchase, Refinance and / or Construction

Equipment Purchase and / or Refinance

Cattle Purchase and / or Refinance

Operating Lines of Credit

Your Future 
Begins Today!

WWW.RGBANK.BANK
Call today!

Alamosa 719-589-2536
Monte Vista 719-852-5933

Pagosa Springs 719-731-4701
Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender • NMLS#421822

RG BANK has a full line of deposit products for your 
personal, business or farm & ranch needs!

Go online and / or use the RG BANK app to access to your accounts 24/7.  

Transfer funds, pay bills, use payroll ACH and more! 

Renovations that make 

homeowners and residents 

of a home happy are always 

worth the investment. Though 

it’s certainly true that proj-

ects that create more func-

tional, usable space and add 

comfort and convenience are 

worth the price, such renova-

tions are even more beneficial 

if they provide a good return 

on homeowners’ financial in-

vestment. Returns are often 

cashed in when homeowners 

put their homes up for sale, 

and each year Remodeling 

magazine releases its “Cost 

vs. Value Report,” which con-

siders a wealth of data across 

the United States to deter-

mine which renovations re-

turn the highest percentage of 

homeowners’ financial invest-

ment. According to the “2024 

Cost vs. Value Report,” the 

following are five projects that 

provide a strong return on in-

vestment (ROI).

1. Garage door replacement: 

The average job cost for this 

project is slightly more than 

$4,500 but the project is val-

ued at $8,751, providing an 

especially high 194 percent 

ROI. 

2. Steel door replacement: 

Remodeling magazine notes 

that a steel entry door replace-

ment is worth double what it 

was worth in 2023. This proj-

ect offers a 188 percent ROI 

on an average investment of 

$2,355.

3. Manufactured stone ve-

neer: A manufactured stone 

veneer is a man-made product 

that appears as if it’s natu-

ral stone. Many homeowners 

prefer manufactured stone ve-

neer to natural stone because 

of the price, as the former is 

less expensive and easier to 

install, which means lower la-

bor costs as well. The compar-

atively low cost of manufac-

tured stone veneer is perhaps 

one reason why it averages a 

roughly 153 percent ROI on 

5 renovations that provide a strong return on investment
an average cost of just more 

than $11,000.

4. Grand entrance upscale 

(fiberglass): Few things are as 
awe-inspiring as an impres-

sive entryway, and upgrading 

to a grand fiberglass entrance 
door provides a 97 percent 

ROI. Components of these en-

tryways can vary, but Remod-

eling magazine notes the proj-

ect may entail removing an 

existing entry door and cutting 

and reframing the opening for 

a larger with dual sidelights.

5. Minor kitchen remodel: 

According to the “2024 U.S. 

Houzz & Home Study” from 

Houzz Research, kitchens 

were the most popular rooms 

to renovate in 2023. There’s 

no denying the appeal of a 

newly renovated kitchen, 

and homeowners considering 

such a project may be happy 

to learn that a minor kitchen 

remodel that costs an average 

of around $27,000 provides 

a 96 percent ROI. Bankrate.

com notes that minor kitchen 

remodels typically keep the 

current kitchen design, size 

and layout intact, but these 

projects may involve painting 

walls, refreshing backsplash, 

replacing lighting and plumb-

ing fixtures, and changing 

cabinet hardware and facades.

Home renovations that pro-

vide a significant ROI can 

make homeowners happy once 

a project is completed and 

even happier when the day 

comes to put a home up for 

sale. 
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Houses typically feature 
various areas that are tradi-

tionally designed for storage, 
such as garages, basements 
and attics. However, with 
some renovation, these spac-

es can be transformed into 
livable areas. 

Homeowners who would 

like to convert attics into liv-
able spaces need to take cer-

tain things into consideration 
before starting an improve-
ment project. While the attic 
may seem like it has plenty 
of room and is structural-
ly sound enough to walk in, 
that’s not necessarily so. To 
be converted into usable liv-

ing space, an attic must be 
brought up to the standards 
of modern building codes, ac-

cording to the design experts 
at Board & Vellum. Retro-

fitting beams and insulation 
can eat up available space in 
an attic. Thus, it is best to 
consult an expert to see if an 
attic can be converted. 

Furthermore, an attic that 

was not initially designed as 
a room when the house was 
built can add extra “load” up-

stairs if it is converted. That 
could present certain struc-

tural problems. That means a 
structural engineer also must 
be consulted to see if adding 
beams, flooring and drywall 
will necessitate other chang-

es elsewhere in the home to 
accommodate the extra load.

In order to have a function-
al attic room, building codes 
will dictate that it needs to be 
accessible by a full-size stair-

case. Also, it will need to have 
another exit in case of an 
emergency so that will like-

ly be an accessible window, 
according to the home infor-

mation site The Fill. Home-
owners’ budgets and renova-

tion plans will need to factor 
into these considerations. 
Homeowners also are advised 
to check local permits to de-

How homeowners can turn 
attics into livable spaces

termine what else may be 
required to go forward. It is 
best to follow the rules. Lack 
of a permit for work can af-
fect the ability to sell a home 
down the line.

Individuals also should 
plan for  heating and cooling 
upgrades as the home will 
need to have ductwork in-

stalled in the attic, or at the 
least, a stand-alone heating 
and cooling unit. As heat ris-
es, it can get quite warm in 
an attic, so ventilation and 
comfort should be considered. 
The attic will need to be wired 
for electricity for lighting and 
other needs. Air sealing and 
additional insulation can the 
attic space more comfortable 
as well. Consult with a quali-
fied electrician and an HVAC 
technician and have an en-
ergy audit done to discuss 
needs.

Attic renovations can give 

homeowners more space in 
their homes, which can be 
used as offices, bedrooms or 
cozy corners. This is no small 
undertaking and all of the 
right steps need to be fol-
lowed to ensure a legal, safe 
and successful renovation.  
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Office Hours: Mon - Thurs • 8 am - 4:30 pm
513 La Due Avenue, Alamosa

719-587-9807
This institution is an equal opportunity provider

NOW OFFERING!
• Down payment assistance   • Home Rehab

• Now with HIGHER income limits

Contact our office today 
to learn more!

Watch parties are wildly pop-
ular. Whether it’s a gathering 
for the big game or a group of 
friends anxious to see the latest 
episode of a favorite television 
show, watch parties have be-
come a fun way to enjoy special 
events with family and friends.

Many bars and restaurants 
have recognized the popularity 
of watch parties and looked to 
capitalize on the trend, particu-
larly for sporting events. Watch 
parties can make for a fun night 
out, but homeowners can do 
much to make their own living 
room a go-to spot for the next 
big game or series finale.

• Expand seating space, if 
necessary. Of course, guests for 
the big game or movie night will 
need a place to sit. Homeowners 
who love to host can determine 
their ideal gathering size and 
then work to ensure their enter-
taining space has enough seats 
to accommodate everyone. Mul-
tifunctional furniture can help 
if space is limited. For example, 
some stools that are typically 
used as footrests can be repur-
posed as seats when guests ar-
rive and an upholstered coffee 
table can provide an additional 
space for guests to sit. Another 
option is to work with a contrac-
tor to add a built-in window seat 
or bench beneath a picture win-
dow. 

• Convert an existing space 
into an open floor plan. A 2023 
survey from Rocket HomesSM 
found that more than half of 
individuals surveyed preferred 
open layouts to traditional lay-
outs. Open layouts can make 
living spaces feel more airy and 
less claustrophobic, and such 
designs also make it easy to ac-
commodate more guests. Home-
owners can speak with a local 
contractor to determine ways to 
convert living spaces into open 
floor plans.

• Invest in your internet. 
Whereas cable television used 
to be the go-to option when 

watching sports, movies and 
television at home, streaming 
platforms have now taken over, 
as many, including Peacock, 
Amazon Prime and Netflix, are 
now even broadcasting National 
Football League games. Home-
owners who want to host watch 
parties must invest in high-
speed internet and perhaps 
even a new router to ensure 
games and shows are not inter-
rupted by the dreaded spinning 
wheel or issues that can arise 
if internet speeds are slow. If 
necessary, relocate the router 
to the living room to reduce the 
risk of streaming interruptions.

• Reconsider your lighting 
scheme. If movie nights or tele-
vision shows dominate your 
watch party schedule, some 
recessed lighting in the living 
room can reduce glare and re-
flections on the screen once a 
movie or show begins. Recessed 
lighting above a mounted tele-
vision can illuminate the screen 

so everyone can see it but won’t 
appear in the screen and ad-
versely affect what viewers can 
see. 

• Consider upgrading your 
television and sound. It goes 
without saying that a television 
is wildly important when host-
ing a watch party. The experts 
at Best Buy note that 8K reso-
lution is the highest resolution 
available in the television mar-
ket. Such devices provide an ex-
traordinary viewing experience, 
but they also can stretch home-
owners’ budgets. A 4K televi-
sion won’t cost nearly as much, 
and these devices also provide 
superior image quality. When a 
new television is paired with a 
premium soundbar, viewers can 
settle in for a memorable game 
day or movie night experience.

Homeowners can embrace 
various strategies to make 
watch parties an extraordinary 
experience for themselves and 
their guests. 

Tips to transform a living room 
into a go-to viewing space

Renovations help home-
owners customize their 
homes to align with their 
needs and wants. Remod-
eling may be necessary to 
replace outdated fixtures 
and features, address mis-
takes previous homeown-
ers may have made, or to 
make a home more func-
tional. 

Homeowners often find 
it beneficial to hire professional contractors when they have work 
to be done around the house to ensure the job gets done to code and 
to their satisfaction. Timelines for home remodeling projects vary 
depending on a number of variables, including the size of a crew as 
well as the scope of the project. 

Once a project commences, the timeline can feel endless. The 
following are estimates of timelines for top remodeling projects to 
give homeowners an idea of how long their renovation projects may 
last, courtesy of Renofi, a company that provides a lending platform 
leveraged by credit unions nationwide to offer loans to consumers.

• Kitchen: There are a lot of moving parts to a kitchen renova-
tion, involving the services of electricians, plumbers, structural ex-
perts, and even interior design professionals. Not to mention the 
needs of craftspeople who can make custom cabinetry and coun-
tertops. Kitchen remodels can take anywhere from six to 12 weeks.

• Bathroom: The process of a bathroom renovation typically in-
volves demolishing the old bathroom, removing old fixtures and 
starting from the ground up. As with a kitchen remodel, bathroom 
jobs require the services of different professionals. That is why 
homeowners can expect three to 10 weeks for a bathroom, depend-
ing on the scope of the project.

• Finishing a basement: Finishing a basement can add valuable 
living space to a home. Establishing a home theater space or man 
cave may require installing framing, insulation, utilities, drywall, 
flooring, and any additional needs if the finished basement will 
have a bathroom or necessitate additional plumbing. A finished 
basement project can last one to two months. But the good news is 
that typically the rest of the house is livable while the work is being 
done, so residents will not be disrupted.

• Whole home remodel: Hogan Design & Construction says 
that a whole house remodeling project can take anywhere from 16 
weeks to 24 weeks. More involved projects can take longer.

Remodeling a home often involves a considerable investment of 
time and money. Knowing how long a homeowner will be inconve-
nienced by the work can help the household plan accordingly. 

Projected timelines for 
popular renovation projects

Guide to Housing Saturday, June 22, 2024Page 8

OPEN: 10AM -6PM Mon - Sat 

611 Main • 855-ALAMOSA • Alamosa
www.altitudeappliances.com

PACKAGE 
DISCOUNTS 

ON 3 OR MORE 
APPLIANCES

VOTED VALLEY’S NO.1 
APPLIANCE STORE

Three Years in a Row!

Professional delivery and installation Valley-Wide

2023

NOW OFFERING APPLIANCE REPAIR
• All Major Brands of Kitchen & Laundry •

• Trained and Certified Technicians •
Call (719) 206-2844


