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Your heavy duty headquarters

Chad and Lee are both lifelong farmers/ranchers and have vast experience both in the field Chad and Lee are both lifelong farmers/ranchers and have vast experience both in the field 
and in the office. We have a lending team and support systems for your operation whether and in the office. We have a lending team and support systems for your operation whether 

it’s Cow/Calf, Hay, Chickens… whatever your operation demands, we can help.it’s Cow/Calf, Hay, Chickens… whatever your operation demands, we can help.

Looking for a new AG lender?Looking for a new AG lender?
Look no further!Look no further!

Please call us today!Please call us today!
Chad - 719-657-4550 • Lee - 719-657-4553Chad - 719-657-4550 • Lee - 719-657-4553

www.TrueLocalBank.comwww.TrueLocalBank.comChad SpearmanChad Spearman Lee CrowtherLee Crowther

DEL NORTE — The Del 
Norte Food Bank will be open 
for its June distribution on 
Saturday, June 22, from 10 a.m. 
until noon. Anyone in need of 
food assistance is welcome. 
If you are unable to attend 
during distribution hours 
and need food assistance, call 
719-850-2643.

Dr. Crowther 
speaking at 
Juneteenth 

event
A L A M O S A  —  T h e 

San Luis Valley Museum 
recently announced that Dr. 
Ed Crowther will address 
the museum’s Juneteenth 
celebration from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Wednesday, June 19.

Dr. Crowther is an Emeritus 
Professor of History from ASU 
and is the keynote speaker for 
the event. The music will be 
by Moonshadow Marauders. 
Food truck Tacos Martinez will 
be at the event.

The program is free and 
open to the public. 

DN Food Bank 
distribution 

June 22

By MATTHEW TULLEY
ALAMOSA—The San Luis 

Valley Joint Interagency Over-
sight Group (SLV Joint IOG) is 
pleased to honor partner agency 
staff members with the “Boots 
on the Ground” award in recog-
nition of employees who exem-
plify the spirit of cross-systems 
collaboration.

The award recipients for June 
2024 are Cristalray Dominguez 
and Jamie Dominguez of Shoot-
ing Stars Cultural and Leader-
ship Center. Both are co-found-
ers of center and have passion to 
restore the generational trauma 
of Alamosa, CO. They were nom-

inated by Don Hanna of PALS 
(Positive Activities Lead to Suc-
cess).

“Jamie and Cristal have been 
incredible community advocates 
for years.  Their hearts for the 
community, especially South-
side residents and the Latino 
community is palpable.  Again 
and again, they have gone above 
and beyond to lift up youth and 

Staff recognized with Boots on the Ground awards

Award recipients for June 2024, 
Boots on the Ground, from left to 
right: Cristalray Dominguez, Don 

Hanna and Jamie Dominguez. 

Courtesy photo

■ See BOOTS page 3

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — In a 

final musical spring of-
fering, Performances at 
Baca welcomes back to 
Crestone faculty of the 
Mt. Blanca Summer Mu-
sic Conservatory per-
forming a potpourri of 
traditional and new clas-
sical works. The venue 
is the Baca campus of 
Colorado College at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, June 23. 
The chamber ensemble 
includes violinist Sarah 
Off, artistic director of 
the Mt. Blanca Conser-
vatory; composer and 

musician Dylan Fixmer, 
cellist Mathieu D’Ordine, 
and pianist Randy Macy, 
a collaborative pianist at 
Adams State University, 
which has hosted the 
summer conservatory. 

In addition to the first 
and third movements of 
Beethoven’s “Spring So-
nata” (a tentative as of 
this writing), they will 
perform works by Czech 
composer Bohuslav Mar-
tinu (1890-1959), Alan 
Hovhanness (1911-2000), 
an American composer 
of Armenian ancestry; 
Latvian composer Pe-

teris Vasks (b. 1946), 
and American compos-
ers Jennifer Higdon (b. 
1962) and Dylan Fixmer 
(b.1987). The program 
includes instrumental ar-
rangements of “Stormy 
Weather,” the 1933 torch 
song written by Harold 
Arlen and Ted Koehl; 
“Stardust” by Parish and 
Carmichael, and “Milon-
ga del Trovador” by As-
tor Piazzolla and Horacio 
Ferrer.

Sarah Off, who comes 
from a musical family in 
Del Norte, completed her 

Courtesy photo

Violinist Sarah Off and musician and composer Dylan 
Fixmer.

Innovative chamber musicians to 
perform June 23 at Colorado College

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

One of the advertising banners is set up in preparation for the annual Alamosa Round-UP. The 
annual Alamosa Round-UP got underway on Friday with the ranch rodeo. Tonight, will be the 
demolition derby at 6:30 p.m. The rodeo continues with the mutton bustin’ and local barrel race 
on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. The actual rodeo will begin next Friday at 6:30 p.m. With a block party 
in downtown Alamosa to follow. The rodeo ends next Saturday beginning at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by a concert by Justin Lawrence.

Alamosa Round-
UP underway

By MARIE MCCOLM
MOSCA – Agriculture and farm lov-

ers, are you looking for something fun 
and exciting to do this summer? Valley 
Roots Food hub has you covered. 

Valley Roots Food Hub will be hosting 
exciting San Luis Valley Farm Tours 
that will begin in June and go through 
September. Tickets for the tours are 
available online for $35 each and in-
clude lunch and transportation to the 
farms.  

There will be three different areas 
where the tours will take place. June 
tours will take place in the west part of 
the Valley. July tours will take place in 
the south part of the Valley. September 
tours will take place in the north part of 
the Valley. 

The first set of tours will take place 
on June 22, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Farms 
that are scheduled for that day are Laz 
Ewe 2 Bar Goat and Dairy Farm in 
Del Norte, Colorado Fresh Farms, and 
Three Guys Farm in Monte Vista. 

The second set of tours will take place 
on July 27 from 9 a.m., to 5 p.m. Cur-
rent farms that are scheduled for that 
day are White Rock Specialties in Mos-
ca, Rio Grande Farm Park in Alamosa, 
and Elevation Farm and Orchards in 
Alamosa. 

The third set of tours will take place 
on Sept. 21, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Cur-
rent tours schedule for that day are to 
Jones Farms Organics in Hooper, San 
Juan Ranch in Saguache County, and 
Alpine Valley Mushrooms in Saguache.

More farms may be added to each of 
the tours.  

Nick Chambers spoke about the Val-

San Luis 
Valley Farm 
Tours begin 

June 22
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SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

PENDING OBITUARY

OBITUARY

ALAMOSA SHERIFF'S REPORT

ALAMOSA POLICE REPORT

When veterinary care is 
unabailable or unaffordable, 
ask for Happy Jack® animal 

healthcare products.
For dogs, horses, & cats.

At Tractor Supply®
www.happyjackinc.com

School Menu
Monday

June 17, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Hamburger Deluxe

French Fries
Three Bean Salad

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Hamburger Deluxe

French Fries
Three Bean Salad

Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Hamburger Deluxe

French Fries
Three Bean Salad

Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Billie Kathleen Carpenter
Mrs. Billie Kathleen 

Carpenter, a longtime 
homemaker known for 
her dedication to her 
family, passed away 
in Del Norte, Colo., on 
March 8, 2024. Crema-

tion was selected and a 
Celebration of Life Ser-
vice will be held Sat-
urday June 22, 2024, 
at 11 a.m. at Hermit 
Lakes.  To share condo-
lences with the family, 

view a picture tribute of 
Billie’s life or to stream 
the service please visit 
www.mvmortuary.com. 
Mountain Valley Mortu-
ary is assisting the fam-
ily.

Thomas Peter Houghton
Del Norte resident 

Mr. Thomas Peter 
Houghton, 52, passed 
away on June 13, 2024. 

Arrangements are 
pending and will be an-
nounced through Moun-
tain Valley Mortuary.  

To express condolences 
to the family, please 
visit www.mvmortuary.
com.

Perfilia Reuben Cande-
laria, 94, affectionately 
known as “Perfie” de-
parted on the morning of 
June 4, 2024, peacefully 
at her home with daugh-
ters at her side. Perfilia 
was born in Paiseja (San 
Rafael), Colo., to the 
union of Marcelino and 
Marie Irene (Rodriquez) 
Madril who preceded her 
in death along with her 
beautiful husband, Joe 
Arthur and their only 
son, Johnny; three broth-
ers, Nasario, Elegario 
(Lee), Ubaldo (Walter); 
one sister, Natividad; 
great-granddaughter, 
Gabrielle Vigil; great-
great-grandson, Josiah 
Vigil, and son-in-law, Ed 
Knecht.

Perfilia is survived by 
four daughters, Irene 
Knecht, Anne Gomez, 
Corrine Candelaria, and 
Laura (Chris) Perez; 
seven grandchildren, Per-
filia (Daniel) Vigil, Ve-
ronica (Andrew Gallegos) 
Knecht, Sharon (Jake Ko-
rba) Roberts, Lynn (Jon) 
Suter, Jessica Gomez, 
Michael Roberts, Enrique 
Perez; 17 great-grandchil-
dren, Marivel (Andrew) 
Yslava, Brooke (Jack 
Ortega) Vigil, Jacobo 
Vigil, Taylor Suter, Haley 
Suter, Chaziah (Dezi-
rae Rauch) Villa, Kiara 
Gallegos, Aiden Knecht, 
Lieta Korba, Kendra Ko-
rba, Braden Suter, Alex 
Korba, Constance Korba, 
Mason Suter, Tristan Ko-
rba, Kamylla Rose Gal-
legos, and Nico Korba; 
10 great-great-grandchil-
dren, Brayleigh Sisneros, 
Danielle, Donovan, Lail-
ia, Lyahna Canelo and 
James Vigil; Isaiah and 
Jack Ortega, and Pheo-

nix Knight; in-laws, Elijio 
Candelaria, Alice (Ben 
Martinez) Candelaria, 
Marlene Candelaria, Val-
erie (Alfonso) Lopez and 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, godchildren, and 
friends.

Perfie, was not afraid of 
hard work. As a young girl 
after her daddy passed, 
she worked to help her 
mom, Irene. She then 
found employment as a 
nanny for the Hamilton’s 
which provided addition-
al financial stability as 
well as great opportuni-
ties which broadened the 
means to travel outside of 
the state of Colorado with 
the Hamilton’s.

At the age of 21, she 
married her husband Joe 
Candelaria, a union of 
71 years together. Per-
fie worked along his side 
with their entrepreneur-
ships, J&P Phillips 66 
gas-station and the Can-

delaria Waste Manage-
ment services.

When not involved with 
the family business she 
worked in the kitchen 
at the Sacred Heart Or-
phanage, packing des-
serts for distribution and 
bringing plenty home-she 
loved her sweet rolls. Per-
fie worked with Senior 
Resource Development 
Agency (SRDA) transpor-
tation department, ensur-
ing clients had a ride to 
appointments and safely 
returning home, we are 
certain she’d get invited 
in for a visit which includ-
ed coffee and a sweet roll. 
In addition, she worked 
as the Bus Aide for D60 
students, enjoying the 
young children. I can see 
her smiling with that job.

Outdoorsy she was. Ac-
tive with hunting both 
elk and rabbit, oh, and 
don’t forget fly fishing. 
She would tinker for 
hours with the vegetable 
garden both planting and 
harvesting; tended to 
and nourished her rose 
bushes with love, creat-
ing them more beautiful 
each year. We continue to 
admire them today.

For those lives in which 
she touched, your memo-
ries will be plentiful and 
wonderful! Perfie, as 
beautiful as her rose gar-
dens, as warm as the sun 
which shines upon them 
and as soft as their pet-
als.

Rosary 9:30 a.m. with 
Funeral Mass to follow 
at 10 a.m., Monday, June 
17, 2024, both at Holy Ro-
sary Catholic Church. 

Burial will be at 10 
a.m., Tuesday, June 18, 
2024, at Imperial Memo-
rial Gardens.

Perfilia Reuben Candelaria

Alamosa County Sher-
iff’s Office Report

Week of June 5 to June 
12, 2024

Melvin Ward, 79, of Car-
mel, Ind., was cited for 
speeding 10-19 mph over 
the limit at Hwy 160 MM 
223.

Mellony Jaramillo, 40, of 
Center was cited for speed-
ing 10-19 mph over the 
limit at Craft and 8S.

Gilbert Vigil, 39, of Ala-
mosa was cited for speed-
ing 20-39 mph over the 
limit at MM76 on Highway 
17North.

Annette Jamestown, 51, 
of Anchorage, Alaska, was 
cited for careless driving 
at Highway 285 and 21st 
Street.

Henry Corral of Alamosa 
was cited for domestic vio-
lence and criminal mischief 
at 6855 Trinchera Lane.

Shawntaya Corral of Al-
amosa was cited for domes-
tic violence and criminal 
mischief at 6855 Trinchera 
Lane.

Robert Guitierrez, 22, of 
Alamosa was cited for vi-
cious animal, first offense 
at 5599 CR 15S.

Franklin Rodriguez-
Flores of Alamosa was 
cited for assault in the 3rd 
degree, harassment, kid-
napping in the 2nd degree, 
obstructing a police officer, 
resisting arrest and do-
mestic violence.

Cassie Finnell, 36, of 
Alamosa was cited for first 
degree criminal trespass at 
8137 County Road 9S.

Thomas Young, 70, of 
Lubbock, Texas, was cited 
for speeding 20-39 mph 
over the limit on Hwy 150 

MM6.
Cheyenne Bierman, 26, 

of Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 mph over 
the limit in the 10000 block 
of 100S.

David Garcia, 52, of Ala-
mosa was cited for speed-
ing 10-19 mph over the 
limit in the 1000 0 block of 
CR 100S.

Eliud Andres Cuevas, 
33, of Colorado Springs 
was cited for speeding 20-
39 mph over the limit on 
Hwy 150 MM3.

Alfred Fresquez, Jr. of 
Alamosa was cited for sec-
ond degree assault and vio-
lation of a protection order 
at 8137 CR 9S.

Adeline Acosta of Ala-
mosa was cited for driving 
under the influence, reck-
less driving, obstructing 
a police officer, driving a 
motor vehicle while license 
revoked as a habituation 
traffic offender and resist-
ing arrest at 12000 Hwy 
160.

Melinda DeHerrera, 52, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
theft under $2000 at102 
HWY 160 (Loaf ‘n Jug).

Christa Davis, 57, of 
Alamosa was cited for 
careless driving, driving 
a vehicle under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol or 
both and driving a vehicle 
with blood alcohol content 
of .008 or more at 1496 CR 
106S.

Shawn Mieneke, 47, of 
Avon was cited for speed-
ing 20-39 mph over the 
limit in the 2000 block of 
Highway 17S.

Jacob Romero, 76, of Al-
buquerque, N.M., was cited 
for theft at 366 Santa Fe.

Ismael Garcia, 22, of Ala-
mosa was cited for careless 
driving and driving while 
license was under restraint 
(revoked) in the 200 block 
of Broadway.

Ernesto Cordray, 28, of 
Commerce City was cited 
for speeding 20-39 mph 
over the limit in the 22000 
block of Ln. 6N.

Malcolm Ulbrick, 48, 
of Denver was cited for 
speeding 20-39 mph over 
the limit in the 22000 block 
of Ln. 6N.

Irwen Lopez, 34, of Den-
ver was cited for speeding 
20-39 mph over the limit 
in the 23000 block of Hwy 
160.

Emilio Cervantez, 26, of 
Alamosa was cited for driv-
ing a vehicle while license 
is suspended in the 11000 
block of Hwy 28S.

Megan Carpenter, 20, of 
Alamosa was cited for care-
less driving, driving a vehi-
cle while license is revoked 
and driving a vehicle while 
under the influence of alco-
hol or drugs or both.

Phillip Craig, 38, of Love-
land was cited for speeding 
10-19 mph over the limit in 
the 22000 block of LN. 6N.

Cheyenne Bierman, 26, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
speeding 10-19 mph over 
the limit in the 2000 block 
of CR 8S.

Arthur Wilsdorf III 
of Denver was cited for 
speeding 20-39 mph over 
the limit in the 14000 block 
of LN 6N.

Henry Hyde, 23, of Meri-
no, Colorado was cited for 
speeding 20-39 mph over 
the limit in the 11000 block 
of LN 6N.

Alamosa Police De-
partment Report

Week of May 31 to June 
7

Dennis Wood, 61, of Ala-
mosa was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Dora Herrera, 42, of Ala-
mosa was cited for seatbelt 
required. 

Reed Schmitz, 35, of Cre-
stone was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Vern Rhead, 63, of Fort 
Collins was cited for seat-
belt required.

Adrian Romero, 43, of 
Alamosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Patrick Carson, 75, of 
Alamosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Lorenzo Cavangh Mar-
tinez, 19, of Capulin was 
cited for seatbelt required.

Jennifer Messersmith, 
41, of Alamosa was cited 
for seatbelt required.

Jayden Lujan, 18, of Ala-
mosa was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Nohemi Gomez, 48, of 
Alamosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Casey McCoy, 35, of Ala-
mosa was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Ruben Ruybal, 64, of Al-
amosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Sandra Martinez, 69, 
of Del Norte was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Rayna Gonzales, 18, of 
Blanca was cited for seat-
belt required.

Eugene Speciale, 61, of 
Arcata, California was cit-
ed for seatbelt required.

Desiree Sanchez, 40, of 
Monte Vista was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Anthony Padilla, 21, of 
Alamosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Brooke Gonzales, 20, of 
Alamosa was cited for seat-
belt required.

Joe Chavez, 62, of Ala-
mosa was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Arturo Romero, 67, of La 
Jara was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Leslie Taufer, 79, of Fort 
Garland was cited for seat-
belt required.

Isabella Martinez, 50, of 
Antonito was cited for seat-
belt required.

Darlene Cragle, 65, of 
Monte Vista was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Dalton Carleo, 27, of Ala-

mosa was cited for seatbelt 
required.

Aurelia Maez, 37, of An-
tonito was cited for seat-
belt required.

Stephanie Cisneros, 44, 
of La Jara was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Jonathan Richardson, 
28, of Alamosa was cited 
for speeding 20-24 over, 
driving under restraint, 
habitual uninsured vehi-
cle.

Katrina Medina, 39, of 
Alamosa was cited for pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance.

Eliseo Rocha Rodriguez, 
27, of Center was cited for 
DUI, speeding 10-19 over, 
driving under restraint.

Cassandra Finnell, 36, of 
Lincoln, Nebraska was cit-
ed for 3rd degree assault.

Georginna Navares, 51, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
careless driving causing 
bodily injury, reckless en-
dangerment, spilled load 
on highway, uninsured.

Kreg Berry, 35, of Ala-
mosa was cited for crimi-
nal possession of an iden-
tification document, theft 
under $300.

Jose Trujillo, 50, of Ala-
mosa was cited for driv-
ing under restraint, unin-
sured, expired tags.

Larry Trujillo, 71, of 
Center was cited for un-
lawful possession of a con-
trolled substance, failed 
to use turn signals, unin-
sured.

Patrick H. Garcia, 54, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
violation of a restraining 
order.

Gary Dugas, 38, of Ala-
mosa was cited for fail-
ing to present insurance, 
expired plates, number 
plates to be attached.

Steven Schaich, 44, of La 
Jara was cited for theft un-
der $300.

Karrie Scrivano, 36, of 
Monte Vista was cited for 
trespassing.

Amber Cortez, 39, of 
Alamosa was cited for dog 
running at large 2nd of-
fense.

Yesenia Gamboa, 36, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
theft under $300.

Ammy Steuart, 44, of Al-
amosa was cited for drove 
an unsafe vehicle, unin-
sured vehicle, careless 
driving.

Elfido Romo, 59, of Ala-

mosa was cited for follow-
ing too closely, uninsured 
vehicle.

Minnie Duran, 61, of Al-
amosa was cited for failing 
to yield right of way on left 
turn.

Anna Walker, 34, of Ala-
mosa was cited for reckless 
driving.

Alex Candelaria, 32, of 
Capulin was cited for driv-
ing under restraint.

Michael Lucero, 37, of 
Monte Vista was cited for 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance.

John Rivera, 38, of 
Manassa was cited for 2nd 
degree contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor, 
prohibited use of weapon, 
failed to obey traffic con-
trol light signal.

Adrianne Nobriga, 19, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
underage consumption of 
alcohol.

Jacob Bauman, 21, of 
Buffalo Grove, Ill., was cit-
ed for speeding 10-19 over.

Robert Brocious, 41, of 
Ambraidge, Pa., was cited 
for seatbelt required.

Timothy Gardnener, 64, 
of Fairplay was cited for 
seatbelt required.

Andy Long, 48, of Mof-
fat was cited for seatbelt 
required.

CONTRIBUTED
CONEJOS COUNTY 

— On June 11, at approxi-
mately 7 a.m., the Conejos 
County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to a report of an 
upside-down kayak in the 
Conejos River.

The kayak was pinned 
against a rock in swift wa-
ter. Emergency personnel 
could not determine if any-

one was in the kayak. The 
South Fork Fire Depart-
ment Swift Water Rescue 
team was dispatched. The 
team entered the river 
and recovered the kayak.

The kayak had an ex-
pired Wyoming State 
Parks pass on the side. 
The river and surround-
ing areas were searched 
for the owner of the kay-

ak. Investigators contact-
ed Wyoming officials and 
determined the owner of 
the kayak and were able 
to contact the owner and 
determined he was safe. 
He said he was kayaking 
the river when the kayak 
overturned. The kayaker 
swam to the bank but lost 
the kayak in the swift wa-
ter.

Courtesy photo

This kayak was retrieved from the Conejos River after its owner flipped it. He was later 
found safe.

Kayaker found safe after accidental 
swim in the Conejos River
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families who too often are 
overlooked or fall through 
the cracks.  Their sensi-
tivity to the culture of the 
families and youth they 
are working with, their 
ability to share their lived 
experience, and their 
deep understanding of 
the needs of the commu-
nity, make their efforts 
particularly valuable and 
effective. They both serve 
as shining lights for Ala-
mosa.  We are incredibly 
lucky to have them and 
the work that they are do-
ing,” from the nomination 
written by Don Hanna. 

Established in 2008 
and funded through Colo-
rado House Bill 1451, the 
SLV Joint IOG currently 
includes Alamosa and 

Saguache Counties. Over 
twenty agencies partici-
pate including the 12th 
Judicial District, Proba-
tion Department, the 
Colorado Youth Deten-
tion Continuum program, 
Alamosa County Depart-
ment of Human Services, 
Alamosa County Pub-
lic Health Department, 
Alamosa School District, 
Center for Restorative 
Programs, Colorado Di-
vision of Youth Services, 
Colorado Health Part-
nerships, Crossroads’ 
Turning Points, San Luis 
Valley Early Childhood 
Council, San Luis Val-
ley Behavioral Health 
Group, San Luis Valley 
BOCES, Signal Behav-
ioral Health Network, 
Health Colorado Inc., 
Boys and Girls Club of 
the San Luis Valley, Sa-
guache County Depart-

ment of Social Services, 
Saguache County Public 
Health Department, Cen-
ter School District, Mof-
fat Consolidated School 
District, Mountain Valley 
School District, Valley-
Wide Health Systems 
Inc., La Puente Inc., Tu 
Casa, and Teri Sisneros, 
Family Representative 
for the SLV Joint IOG. 

The goal of the SLV 
Joint IOG is to develop 
collaborative approaches 
for the provision of in-
dividualized, strength-
based, family-centered, 
and culturally sensi-
tive services to children, 
youth, and families. The 
SLV Joint IOG works to 
increase the quality and 
appropriateness of ser-
vices while encouraging 
cost sharing and reducing 
service duplication and 
fragmentation.  

doctoral studies in mu-
sic at Arizona State Uni-
versity with a thesis on 
“Building Musical Com-
munities in Rural Areas.” 
She currently teaches vio-
lin and music at Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado 
in Greely and has estab-
lished herself as an in-
novative and passionate 
performer both as a solo-
ist and chamber musician 
in the United States and 
abroad. Her performanc-
es abroad include the 
International Kondo Fes-
tival, which showcased 
the work of Japanese 
composer Kohei Kondo; 
Iceland’s Harpa Inter-
national Music Festival; 
and the world premiere 
of Dylan Fixmer’s Con-
certo for Violin in London 
in September 2022. She 
has been featured in The 
Times of London, on Ra-
dio Classique – Paris, 
and on Colorado Public 
Radio’s “Morning Edi-
tion” and “All Thing’s 
Considered.” Sarah holds 
that creativity, advocacy, 
business skills and com-
munity engagement are 
vital for the sustainabil-
ity and progress of the 
arts in today’s world. She 
is currently working on a 
book addressing the chal-

lenges of fostering entre-
preneurial spirit in tra-
ditional schools of music 
pedagogy.

Dylan Fixmer is a pas-
sionate artist and com-
poser whose works reflect 
his diverse music career. 
Classically trained at 
University of Colorado 
and Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music, 
Dylan’s music, inspired 
by the beauty of nature 
and the human spirit, 
draws on many musi-
cal styles and traditions. 
As a multi-faceted and 
imaginative composer, 
Dylan writes orchestral 
and traditional solo and 
ensemble works, includ-
ing for theater, choir, 
film, and narrative, 
the latter including the 
soundtrack for the audio 
book “Adventures of a 
Mystic Warrior” by Rob-
ert Rocco D’Ordine. He 
has recorded numerous 
albums including with 
Embodying Rhythm Ma-
rimba Ensemble’s “Music 
for Everyday Life.”

Mathieu D’Ordine is 
a devoted interpreter of 
a wide variety of music 
from the last four centu-
ries of the Western canon 
including music from liv-
ing composers. Mathieu 
received his Master of 
Music degree from CU 
Boulder in 2011, where he 
was a long-time student 

of Judith Glyde. He also 
had the privilege of being 
a featured soloist with 
the Boulder Symphony 
and having two remark-
able pieces dedicated to 
him by acclaimed com-
poser Anthony R. Green: 
“...On top of a frosted 
hill...” (2011) and “Color-
ful Open Space” (2023). 
He entertained the idea 
of becoming a novelist, 
or a poet, or a classicist, 
and still considers those 
careers monthly.

Randy Macy, a resident 
musician in the Valley, 
has worked as a salaried 
church musician in the 
Denver metro area and 
taught music at com-
munity colleges. He has 
served the last fourteen 
years as a collaborative 
pianist at Adam State 
University’s Music De-
partment. Randy is a 
founding member of Per-
formances at Baca.

Tickets, $20 for adults 
and $10 for youth-stu-
dents (ages 7-21), may be 
reserved through bacap-
erformances@gmail.com, 
payable in cash or check 
at the door, which opens 
at 6:30. All are invited to 
a reception for the art-
ists in the lobby follow-
ing the performance. The 
entrance to the CC Baca 
campus parking is off 
Road T less than a mile 
from Crestone.

ley Roots Food Hub, “Val-
ley Roots is a Colorado local 
food distributor. We have 
over a hundred producers 
in our network statewide, 
and that’s across produce, 
meat, dairy, and value 
added.  You know we run 
online markets, where cus-
tomers place orders. We 
are a project of the non-
profit in Alamosa called 
the San Luis Valley Local 
Food Coalition. We operate 
in Mosca, and we operate 
out of White Rock Special-
ties, which is a potato and 
quinoa plant. We are all 
about just small, medium, 
and large-scale Colorado 
local foods. We essentially 
aggregate all the products 
from those hundred pro-
ducers that we have in our 
network. We put them all 
together for buyers to see. 
Buyers will get one invoice 
representing over 100 
producers. This is again 
across, meat, dairy, pro-

duce, and value added, all 
those categories.”

Chambers said they op-
erate on a produce model, 
so the idea is to sell the pro-
duce before it is harvested. 
Chambers explained that 
this gives farmers fresh 
numbers to know exactly 
how much to harvest.

“When the food is har-
vested, it is picked up and 
aggregated in our ware-
house in Mosca, and then 
it has a very quick turn-
around time to our cus-
tomers, since it’s already 
sold, of about 24 to 36 
hours from warehouse to 
customer establishments,” 
he said.

Chambers said that the 
customers in network in-
clude, grocers, restaurants, 
buying clubs, hospitals, 
dude ranches, dude trucks, 
caterers, and wholesalers. 
Chambers also said there 
is a CSA market specifi-
cally for people who like 
shopping from home.

“We do home deliveries 
for them. We also have 
a bunch of pick-up loca-

tions in their communities 
where they can pick up 
their goods once per week,” 
he said. 

Chambers said that for 
as many stakeholders and 
moving parts as Valley 
Roots has, they are mis-
sion driven as well.

“We come out of the pio-
neers for organic food, are 
some of the founders of our 
board. We really want to 
promote soil health and 
growing food. We really 
wanted to bring that to 
the forefront of consumers’ 
buying choices. We really 
try to encourage the de-
velopment of the economy 
and community. It really 
starts with the buying 
choices that all our com-
munity members have. We 
really want to be the ones 
that people buy from. We 
also know that if we keep 
the buying local, that’s 
how we create wealth and 
abundance in our commu-
nity,” he said. 

For more information on 
the SLV Farm Tours, call 
719-206-2839.

Sen. Simpson keynote 
speaker for URGED meeting
By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE – Colo-
rado State Senator Cleave 
Simpson (R-D6) was the 
keynote speaker for the 
Upper Rio Grande Devel-
opment meeting in Del 
Norte on Tuesday, June 
11.

Simpson came to the 
meeting to update the 
group on the most recent 
General Assembly Ses-
sion and the passed bills.

Simpson is known for 
his work on property tax 
and water issues in Colo-
rado and is running for 
re-election this fall. Simp-
son serves District 6 – Al-
amosa, Archuleta, Cone-
jos, Costilla, Dolores, La 
Plata, Mineral, Montezu-
ma, Montrose, Ouray, Rio 
Grande, Saguache, San 
Juan, and San Miguel 
counties.

“It’s hard to believe I am 
at the end of my first term. 
As I looked back, I was 
amazed to see that our Gov-
ernor Jared Polis signed 
519 new bills into law but 
when I really thought about 
it, I sponsored at least 30 of 
those bills because of what 
our constituents needed. 
The best policy that I can 
advance, always comes 
from my constituents and 
that was the case this year,” 
he said.

Simpson explained 
some of the policies 
passed this past session 

that ended at the begin-
ning of May, including one 
on property tax within the 
state and how he could 
work to make Colorado 
more affordable again. 

“This year, in my per-
spective, the session end-
ed on a pretty positive 
note. There were two re-
ally big policies that will 
impact all of us whether 
indirectly or directly.  
Property tax was one of 
them and we have done 
a property tax bill every 
session I have been in of-
fice. This one fit the same 
mold but there was more 
transparency in this prop-
erty tax discussion than 
in previous ones,” he said.

Simpson explained that 
the current property tax 
discussion ended with 
a bill that, according to 
Simpson, may not be the 
definitive answer to the 
issue, but was better than 
not having one at all.

“The bill ended up with 
very much bipartisan 
support and it was not 
the complete right an-
swer, but the alternative 
was if we didn’t do any-
thing, valuations and as-
sessment rates and taxes 
were going to go back to 
what they were prior to 
the special session which 
would have been hugely 
impactful to communi-
ties,” he said.

Simpson also spoke 

about a new dredge-and-
fill permit program that 
was passed through the 
session that will help pro-
tect wetland and gap wa-
ter in Colorado.

“Concerning the es-
tablishment of a dredge-
and-fill permit program 
to regulate the discharge 
of pollutants into certain 
state waters in response 
to recent changes in fed-
eral law, and, in connec-
tion therewith, estab-
lishing the stream and 
wetlands protection com-
mission and the stream 
and wetlands protection 
division and authorizing 
the stream and wetlands 
protection division to ad-
minister and enforce the 
dredge-and-fill permit 
program in accordance 
with rules promulgated 
by the stream and wet-
lands protection commis-
sion,” he said.

Simpson said that the 
Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Envi-
ronment would be over-
seeing the permitting pro-
cess once the bill is signed 
into law. 

Simpson finished his 
update stating that if he 
is re-elected, he will con-
tinue his fight to make 
Colorado affordable again 
and to listen to his con-
stituents about issues 
that need to be addressed 
moving forward.

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER — Generation 

Wild, a movement from 
Great Outdoors Colorado 
(GOCO) that seeks to re-
connect kids with nature, 
is calling on Colorado’s kids 
to help Save the Bees this 
summer.

Generation Wild is dis-
tributing over 100,000 free 
packets of “Wilderflower” 
seeds — a nod to Genera-
tion Wild’s friendly spoke-
screature, Wilder — and 
is encouraging kids and 
families to plant the seeds 
in their backyards. Wilder-
flower packets are now 
available for pickup at local 
libraries and more partner 
locations across the state.

This initiative aims to 
make our state more beau-
tiful, more ecologically di-
verse and more friendly 
to pollinator friends — all 
while rewilding Colorado’s 
kids.

“The Western Bumble-
bee population has declined 
in Colorado by 72% (CBS 
News), and we’re calling on 
kids across Colorado to Bee 
the Change!,” said GOCO 
Executive Director Jackie 
Miller. “Through this effort, 
kids will be empowered to 
improve the environment 
and learn firsthand what 
helps our local ecosystems 
thrive. Most importantly, 
they’ll be outside engaging 
with nature in a fun and 
personal way— and Gener-
ation Wild knows that ‘Kids 
Grow Better Outside’.”

The Wilderflower mix 
was developed in partner-
ship with Applewood Seed 
Co. and packets are now 
available for pickup at lo-
cal libraries and designated 
partner sites including 
more than 80 Little Free Li-
brary boxes.

 By distributing 100,000 
Wilderflower packets, Gen-

eration Wild is providing 
more than 56 million seeds 
for planting in every nook 
and cranny of the state. All 
seeds are regionally-native 
to Colorado, which is impor-
tant for sustaining the liv-
ing landscape of bees, birds 
and other animals.

Additionally, Wilderflow-
ers use less water than 
non-native plants. This is 
especially important as 
we strive to conserve Colo-
rado’s precious water re-
sources.

“Applewood Seed Co. was 
excited to jump in and help 
Generation Wild identify 
a seed mix that is native 
to the Colorado region and 
the American West, con-
taining a diversity of flower 
species to attract and sup-
port Colorado’s pollinator 
populations,” stated Norm 
Poppe, CEO of Applewood 
Seed Co. “We hope efforts 
like this continue to educate 
the public on pollinator con-
servation and the need to 
protect our native bees and 
butterflies.”

According to a new re-
port from the Colorado 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, 20% of Colorado’s 
bumblebees are now at 
risk of extinction. Even in a 
small area like a backyard, 
planting Wilderflowers can 
make a positive impact on 
the local ecosystem and pro-
vide native bees a healthy 
place to live.

Wilderflowers are na-
tive Colorado wildflowers, 
which means they have 
adapted to our climate and 
soil, and don’t need pesti-
cides to survive. (Pesticides 
are another key cause of the 
decline in bee populations.)

With this initiative, Gen-
eration Wild is introducing 
the Bee Team, which will 
join Wilder out in the com-
munity this summer at 

various events for kids and 
families. Kids can join the 
Bee Team movement sim-
ply by spreading Wilder-
flowers in their own back-
yards and in public areas 
with approval.

In addition to provid-
ing seed packets, Genera-
tion Wild highlights sev-
eral other ways for kids and 
families to get outdoors and 
take part in this movement, 
including:  

Pollinator Week (June 
17-24) is an annual celebra-
tion in support of pollinator 
health. What better time to 
spread Wilderflowers than 
during Pollinator Week? 
Beginning in July, Colorado 
families can visit stops on 
the Pollinator Trail, a Den-
ver Park Trust-led initia-
tive to restore native land-
scapes throughout Denver, 
providing resilient habitats 
where nature can thrive.

Pollinators are respon-
sible for one in every three 
bites of food we eat. In Colo-
rado, pollinators help pro-
duce apples from Paonia, 
pumpkins from Lafayette, 
tomatoes from Grand Junc-
tion, peaches from Palisade, 
cantaloupes from Rocky 
Ford and lots more.

On Generation Wild 
Day, kids statewide are 
encouraged to get outside 
and spread Wilderflowers. 
Those located in the Denver 
Metro area are invited to 
come celebrate at the Chil-
dren’s Museum’s Joy Park 
Free Night from 4:30-8:00 
p.m. where they can get 
free Wilderflower seeds and 
meet Wilder.

For more information and 
a statewide directory for 
where to find seeds in every 
community, visit genera-
tionwild.com/wilderflowers. 
Tag @GenerationWild on 
Facebook and Instagram to 
share your Wilderflowers. 

Free seed packets available 
for pickup across Colorado
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It happened again 

this year. They near-

ly got me this time 

though. Our Valley 

youth possess such 

great aptitude and 

passion for learning 

that I nearly ran out 

of things to present 

to them! I’m talking 

about the amazing 

students that at-

tended the Forestry 

Session at the Bea-

ver Creek Youth Conservation Camp 

on June 4 -6 this year. 

Nearly 5 years into working here at 

the Rio Grande National Forest, I am 

amazed and thankful that I was able 

to share a bunch of a long career’s 

worth of acquired knowledge with a 

great group of students for the fourth 

time. I also realized that I would share 

my camp experience here, each year. I 

mean, the kids simply deserve the rec-

ognition. 

My partners, Katie Goodleaf and Ju-

lia Franz, from Volunteers for Outdoor 

Colorado, put on a great show in their 

third and first year of the Forestry 
Camp, respectively. With only a short 

pre-camp coordination discussion, we 

set out at noon on Tuesday the 4th for 

what would easily become one of the 

highlights of my year, so far. Mimick-

ing curriculum from past years, we 

began the session with introductions 

all around and establishing our “camp 

names.” Cysco Cat, Ziggy Zebra, No-

elle Narwhal, and Jasper Jaguar, to 

name just a few, set the stage for the 

next two days of learning in this won-

derful outdoor classroom. 

It stands to reason that during in-

troductions, we would want to meet 

some of the local trees, doesn’t it? So, 

we did. The kids got a happy laugh out 

of “Katydid Katie” leading a blindfold-

ed “Grizzley Bear Gregg” to hugging 

a tree to meet it properly. Of course, 

they all enjoyed meeting their own 

trees too. 

The second morning began with a 

highly active game of predator and 

prey where the prey had to try to cross 

the field and avoid being tagged by the 
predators. It was a fun, interactive 

way to illustrate the wildlife relation-

ship and was just what we needed to 

prepare us for the arriving wildland 

fire engine. A BLM crew from Wor-

land, Wyo., here to help for a couple 

Photo courtesy of Rio Grande National Forest

Students at the Beaver Creek Youth Conservation Camp examine a tree to determine 
the species by using a dichotomous key.

Forestry 
Camp Four

Gregg 
Goodland

Land, Water 
and People

of weeks, promptly presented informa-

tion on why wildland fires can be used 
to benefit forest health or must be im-

mediately extinguished. The firefight-
ers even explained the fire triangle 
and explored ways they use to break 

that triangle and snuff out the wild-

fires, including a look at all the tools 
on their truck.

The highlight of the presentation 

(according to the students) was when 

they all participated in a mobile attack 

of a fake fire. Each student took a turn 
walking on the front flank of the en-

gine and spraying water to extinguish 

our fire. They said it was “pretty cool.” 
The afternoon began with an explo-

ration of the water cycle where after-

wards the “water droplet” stories the 

students created were shared. They 

were very creative and well written - 

it was a meaningful and thought-pro-

voking activity for them. 

The session then moved us to a se-

cluded section of Beaver Creek to 

conduct our annual review of macro-

invertebrates. The small side channel 

was running a bit slower than in past 

years. But we found some interesting 

critters anyway by lifting rocks and 

allowing the current to sweep them 

into our awaiting nets and placing the 

specimens into these cool cups with 

magnifying glasses for caps. Each 
student then had the opportunity to 

identify caddisflies, mayflies, and the 
gamut of other miniature creatures we 

find in our wild waters. We discussed 
how the stream flow and other factors 
might affect the species we find and 
how it might affect their survival. The 

students also easily understood how 

other aquatic species can be affected 

by changes in these populations. How 

they can pick this up so fast is truly 

impressive!

The third day brought us to our quite 

place where the students used all their 

senses to learn about their surround-

ings. And quite the perceptive group 
they were again this year! Finally, 

the big hike tried to bring many of the 

newly learned concepts together as we 

gained the ridge and looked out across 

the Valley. 

I thank Rio Grande Watershed Con-

servation and Education Initiative for 

hosting and inviting us to the Youth 

Conservation Camp at Beaver Creek. 

As always, it is an experience worth 
participating in that gives us great 

hope for our bright, future land stew-

ards.

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 

Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. As an avid outdoor enthusiast, 

he encourages individual steward-

ship and responsible use of our public 

lands.

As I drove up 
Highway 115 

just past Canyon 

City and the De-

partment of Cor-

rections there, 

I suddenly saw 

splashes of that 

terra cotta dirt 

and those projec-

tile formations. 

It felt like home 

again. 

The Garden of the Gods is one of 

my favorite places in the world and 

it always feels like home when I can 

feast on those godly geological gems. 

Every sigh reminds me of the power 
in nature, the love in the world, and 

the spiritual adventure ever present 

no matter what chaos forms. 

As a sculptor, I can’t help but see 
the maker’s hands as the limestone, 

marble or clay erupted out of the 

earth as two of the planet’s plates 

collided; or understand that like a 

woman’s red cycle, the red dirt colors 

life and emboldens desert trellises. 

Some names of mountains even saw 

body parts in their ascending rocky 

terrain, as in The Grand Tetons in 

Wyoming.    

I’ve felt this heart wave come over 

me driving through the Garden of the 

Gods, on the banks of the now-you-

see-it Medano Creek (and later-you-

don’t), and on the scout-like drives 

around Trinchera. Being graced by 

a whole herd of Elk or Antelope stirs 
the insides and recognizes that feel-

ing of home. Those visits to an art 

gallery also vibrate with such but-

terflies in my stomach as does seeing 
my son come through the living room 

door.  

This feeling is like home; it’s like 

coming home. Hearing the humming-

birds in the morning while I sip some 

Yuban coffee still brings me back to 

other towns (Galveston, La Jara) or 
a hike up Zapata Falls where I’ve en-

joyed those melodious notes. 

It feels like home when I’m greeted 

at the Sand Dunes Pool and Recre-

ation Center.  There’s nothing bet-

ter than sliding into that great warm 

body of water there – without the 

chlorine of other pools.  

And meals with friends at the 
Stagecoach Restaurant in Manitou 

Springs feels a lot like home, too.  

Even the first bite of a buffalo burger 
brings home the family cookouts on 

the banks of the Rio Grande in South 

Texas or backyard barbeques after 

Memorial Day Parades.  

It feels warm like home, Mom’s 

hug, and Minnie’s prayer (46 years 

my senior) with her roast beef Sun-

day dinner. 

That’s all.  It just feels like home 

again!

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college 
educator and long-time local colum-

nist. Reach her at columnsbynellie.
com or email her at columnsbynellie@
gmail.com.

It feels like home
Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Religion

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 

pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-6814
Pastor Jesse Ciccone
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702

United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00
 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for information.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

The fire began in the 
early hours of Jan. 2, 
1966, and spread through 
the business district of 
Sitka, Alaska 
-- toward the 
historic St. 
Michael’s Rus-
sian Orthodox 
Cathedral.

“ E v e r y o n e 
in town ran to 
the church and 
started pass-
ing things out, 
hand to hand, 
in long chains of people,” 
said Father Herman Belt, 
the cathedral’s current 
dean. “They even car-
ried out the chandelier, 
since you could lower it 
back then. They ran out 
with all the candlestands. 
They carried out the 
crosses. We lost one icon.”

The rescued treasures 
included the bishop’s 
throne carved by St. In-
nocent Veniaminov, the 
Siberian priest and mis-
sionary who in 1840 was 
sent to serve as bishop 
of “New Archangel,” the 
island village that would 
become Sitka. The bishop 
translated the Gospels 
and Orthodox texts into 
several Alaskan languag-
es and dialects and, later, 
served as Metropolitan of 
Moscow.

The bishop’s staff is 
in the rebuilt sanctu-
ary, leaning next to the 
central doors before the 
altar. The cathedral -- 

New threat to Alaska’s historic Orthodox Cathedral
designed by St. Innocent 
-- contains other links 
to six saints whose lives 
touched Sitka.

The origi-
nal cathedral 
was completed 
in 1848, built 
with logs and 
clapboard sid-
ing, with in-
terior walls 
covered in 
sailcloth. After 
the 1966 fire, 
St. Michael’s 

was rebuilt with concrete, 
steel and other fire-re-
sistant materials, using 
1961 drawings from the 
Historic American Build-
ings Survey for reference.

Today, however, there 
are leaks along joints in 
the church’s domes, and 
the wooden floors squeak 
from water damage. Rus-
sian churches can handle 
winter, but snow isn’t the 
problem here, near the 
Gulf of Alaska. Bedrock 
under Sitka ends a block 
away from St. Michael’s.

“We’re in the mush be-
low that, then we’ve got 
the ocean, so all the rain 
and melt running down 
dumps into our base-
ment,” Belt explained. “If 
we get snow here, it isn’t 
too bad. But we get lots 
of rain, with wind coming 
off the water.”

Sitka averages 90 inch-
es of rain a year. Seattle 
gets 40.

Saving this National 

Historic Landmark will 
be complicated, including 
pulling the copper from 
the domes to fix faulty 
flashing. The cathedral 
is cooperating with the 
Russian Orthodox Sacred 
Sites In Alaska network 
and the U.S. National 
Park Service. The project 
could cost $1 million.

Many in the small, 
steady congregation are 
Tlingit, a tribe that has 
lived in the region since 
the last Ice Age. The 
worshippers also include 
members of other tribes, 
Orthodox believers who 
have moved from other 
states, and people who 
“walk through the doors 
after reading about Or-
thodoxy online,” Belt 
said.

The historic setting is 
both symbolic and com-
plex. 

In the 1700s, Orthodox 
leaders sent missionaries 
to the area in response 
to brutal, lurid reports 
about Russian traders -- 
including convicts from 
Siberia -- sent to find 
“soft gold,” the thick, wa-
terproof fur of sea otters. 
St. Herman and the first 
monks gradually became 
allies with the native 
peoples in their strug-
gles with the powerful 
Russian American Com-
pany. When the United 
States purchased Alaska 
in 1867, the Orthodox 
began petitioning Wash-

ington, D.C., on behalf of 
local tribes.

In his 1993 book “Or-
thodox Alaska,” the late 
Father Michael Oleksa 
noted that monks learned 
that native spiritual-
ity included a Creator 
God and a glorious, but 
flawed, natural world.

Orthodox rites bless-
ing rivers, lakes and 
oceans pleased the local 
tribes. So did John 3:16, 
the Bible verse proclaim-
ing: “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son.” That rang true 
for Indigenous people who 
believed salmon, whales, 
deer and other animals 
were gifts from the Cre-
ator -- creatures that will-

ingly yielded their lives to 
provide sustenance.

Oleksa wrote: “It is this 
essentially cosmic spiri-
tuality, biblically based, 
patristically affirmed, 
and liturgically celebrat-
ed in the Orthodox tradi-
tion” that is threatened 
by secularizing trends in 
modern institutions, ma-
terialism and media. His 
big question: “What does 
the Alaskan Orthodox ex-
perience have to contrib-
ute to Eastern Orthodox 
theology in the modern 
world?”

Today, noted Belt, the 
St. Michael’s flock contin-
ues to sing hymns in the 
Tlingit language, while 
striving to preserve many 

traditions from early 
monks and their converts. 

“People everywhere 
have their own traditions 
and customs,” he said. 
“Here in Alaska, things 
are really different and 
not in a bad way. There’s 
the native piety and the 
Russian piety and they 
have endured for many, 
many years. ... It’s gor-
geous. It’s from a pure 
heart. It’s warm and ten-
der. ... That’s something 
that can be treasured.”

Terry Mattingly leads 
GetReligion.org and lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
He is a senior fellow at the 
Overby Center at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

Saturday, June 15
“And again I say to you, 

It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the 
kingdom of God.” (Mat-
thew 19:24 AKJV)

Prosperity is keeping 
many a man from the 
Lord and Heaven. Riches 
will not profit on the Day 
of Judgment. 

Sunday, June 16
“And he answered and 

said to them, Have you 
not read, that he which 
made them at the begin-
ning made them male 
and female, And said, For 
this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, 
and shall join to his wife: 
and they two shall be one 
flesh?” (Matthew 19:4-5 
AKJV)

This is marriage. God 
said so.

Monday, June 17

“The LORD is my shep-
herd; I shall not want.” 
(Psalms 23:1 AKJV)

When we have the Lord 
we have all that we 
need. Amen!

Tuesday, 
June 18

“For where 
two or three 
are gathered 
together in my 
name, there am 
I in the middle of 
them.” (Matthew 18:20 
AKJV)

This is a good reason 
to be in church. Be in 
church this Sunday.

Wednesday, June 19
“For the ways of man 

are before the eyes of the 
LORD, and he ponders 
all his goings.” (Proverbs 
5:21 AKJV)

You can’t hide from 
God. Is He pleased with 
what He sees in you?

Thursday, June 20

“But it shall not be so 
among you: but whoever 
will be great among you, 
let him be your minister;” 

(Matthew 20:26 AKJV)
Jesus set the 
example of 

greatness. He 
came to serve 
others and so 
should we.
Friday, June 

21
“Show me your 

ways, O LORD; teach me 
your paths.” (Psalms 25:4 
AKJV)

This should be our dai-
ly prayer.

Saturday, June 22
“And said to them, 

It is written, My house 
shall be called the house 
of prayer; but you have 
made it a den of thieves.” 
(Matthew 21:13 AKJV)

Prayer is a vital part of 
the life of the church. We 
must pray.
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By LYNDSIE 

FERRELL

CREEDE – Over a 

hundred people gath-

ered along Main Street 

in Creede for the annual 

Donkey Dash. Donkeys 

of all shapes and sizes 

stood along the roadway 

as their owners pre-

pared for a day of fun 

and good old-fashioned 

donkey racing.

This year’s dash host-

ed the largest number 

of donkey teams to toe 

the line in Creede, ac-

cording to organizers. 

The oldest runner was 

Blair Smith at 76 years 

old and William Rohen-

Trapp at 13. Racers 

traveled from Arizona, 

Colorado, Florida, Ha-

waii, South Carolina, 

Texas, Utah, and Vir-

ginia to participate 

in the Creede Donkey 

Dash.

The annual Creede 

Donkey Dash kicked off 

with pack burros laden 

with mining supplies 

and other gear as the 

racers sped off, leav-

ing the starting line in 

the dust. Local resident 

Nancy Leggitt was the 

commentator for the 

race, making sure to 

bring fun and laughter 

to the attending crowd.

This year boasted 

a new shorter race to 

bring more partici-

pants. Each race chal-

lenges racers and their 

burros depending on 

experience. Some of the 

returning racers have 

raced burros throughout 

Colorado and beyond, 

bringing with them a 

long-standing tradition 

that is loved by all who 

attend. 

The burros come from 

all different types of 

backgrounds. Some have 

been owned by private 

owners, come from pro-

grams like the Colorado 

Bureau of Land Man-

agement (BLM) Wild 

Horse and Burro Project 

or from burro sanctuar-

ies like those that reside 

in South Fork and oth-

er Colorado communi-

ties. Each animal is as 

unique as their owners 

and their uniqueness is 

what makes these races 

fun for everyone who at-

tends.

“Burro racing is a great 

sport began by some of 

Colorado’s 19th-century 

miners. Those hardy 

characters used burros 

to carry mining tools 

and supplies through 

the Rocky Mountains as 

they prospected for gold, 

silver, and other valu-

able ores. Since the bur-

ros were carrying a full 

load, the miners had to 

walk, leading the ani-

mal with a rope. Legend 

has it that two miners 

found gold in the same 

Dozens of participants took to the streets of Creede 
and the hills surrounding it on Saturday for the annual 
Donkey Dash. Burro racing is a sport begun by some of 
Colorado’s 19th century miners and fits with the com-
munity’s mining history.

Donkey Dash brings fun to Creede

This participant in the Creede Donkey Dash made a statement by 
abandoning her teammate near the start of the annual event. After an 
outburst of kicking and braying, the burro settled down and was cap-
tured by other participants coming from behind.

Courier photos by Keith R. Cerny

With a look of determination, a young participant in the mini-donkey 
race heads for the finish line Saturday on Creede’s main street as part 
of the annual Donkey Dash event.

The ‘Lost Creek Miner,’ 
Wayne Peterson of Duran-
go made a cameo appear-
ance Saturday in Creede 
for the annual Donkey 
Dash. He has made a ca-
reer with his miner looks 
working for the Durango 
and Silverton Scenic Rail-
road, panning for gold 
along the train route. 
‘People think I’m the real 
thing,’ Peterson said.

location, and raced each 

other back to town to be 

the first to stake a claim 

to the find. Neither 

could ride their animal 

because of its load, so 

one of the basic rules of 

burro racing was estab-

lished.”

Winners for the 10-

mile race were Bob 

Sweeny, with burro Yu-

kon from Leadville com-

ing in first with a time 

of 1 hour and 30:04 sec-

onds. Coming in second 

with burro Mary Marga-

ret was Tracy Laughlin 

from Salida with a time 

of 1:30:06 and in third 

place, Harrison Walter 

from Westcliff with bur-

ro Full Tilt Boogie with 

a time of 1:30:10.

In the new 3-mile 

race, from Golden, Jes-

sica Hiatt with burro 

Arrow came in first 

with a time of 35:35. 

Coming in second was 

Ty Carroll from Pagosa 

Springs with burro Paco 

with a time of 38:34 and 

coming in third was 

Mathew Rohen-Trapp 

with burro Patrick Jo-

seph from Tucson, Ariz., 

with a time of 39:51.

Online - www.alamosanews.com
719-589-2553

2205 State Ave.
Alamosa
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Here’s Your 
Sign!

We can fill it for you.

Call Keith or Debbie,

719-589-2553

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA – San Luis 

Valley Health has anoth-
er DAISY winner – Ellie 
Garcia.

Garcia was surprised 
to be chosen as a DAISY 
recipient at SLV Health. 
When the shock wore off 
a bit, she was all smiles. 
When she signed the 
traveling DAISY banner, 
she commented, “I’m go-
ing to sign my name right 
by Taylor’s because she 
has been my mentor.”

DAISY awards are giv-
en for nursing excellence 
and can be submitted by 
co-workers, patients, and 
family members.

This family member 
wrote this about Garcia, 
“My dad came into the 
Emergency Department 
in Alamosa with sepsis. 
The doctor/PA was very 

pessimistic. However, El-
lie was a ray of sunshine. 
She explained everything 
she was doing, taught me 
how to read the screens, 
and helped my dad feel 
comfortable with every-
thing that was going on. 
While we are still not 
out of the woods on his 
treatment, we are in a 
much better place than 
we might have been. I 
think Ellie was a big part 
of that. Her positive out-
look and true care for my 
dad was so apparent and 
we are truly grateful for 
her.”

Former DAISY recipi-
ent, Kat Cummins, BSN, 
RN, read about the award 
and posed for a photo 
with the traveling ban-
ner. Garcia is the second 
nurse in the SLVH RMC 
ED to receive this distin-

guished recognition.
SLVH Chief Nursing 

Officer, Roberta Bean, 
RN, read about the his-
tory and origin of the 
award. She also read 
the nomination form to 
Garcia. At the reception, 
Garcia met many of the 
nursing leaders and se-
nior team members at 
SLVH. She was also sur-
prised when her husband 
showed up to support 
her. The traditional cin-
namon rolls were served 
and then Garcia jumped 
up high to place her name 
on the wall art for DAISY 
winners in the RMC lob-
by.

To nominate a nurse 
at SLVH for the DAISY 
award, visit online www.
sanluisvalleyhealth.org/
about-us/daisy-nursing-
excellence/.

By ARIANA FIGUEROA
Colorado Newsline

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Supreme Court on 
Friday struck down a rule 
enacted following a 2017 
mass shooting in Las Ve-
gas that defined a semiau-
tomatic rifle equipped with 
a bump stock attachment 
as a machine gun, which is 
generally prohibited under 
federal law.

The opinion, written by 
Justice Clarence Thom-
as, reduces the executive 
branch’s already-limited 
ability to address gun vio-
lence. Thomas, a strong 
defender of Second Amend-
ment gun rights, wrote 
that the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives exceeded its statu-
tory authority in prohibit-
ing the sale and possession 
of bump stocks, which he 
said differed importantly 
from machine guns.

“Nothing changes when 
a semiautomatic rifle is 
equipped with a bump 
stock,” Thomas wrote. 
“Between every shot, the 
shooter must release pres-
sure from the trigger and 
allow it to reset before re-
engaging the trigger for an-
other shot.”

The case, Garland v. Car-
gill, was a 6-3 decision that 
broke along the court’s es-
tablished ideological lines.

Justice Sonia Sotomay-
or, the senior member of 
the court’s liberal wing, 
wrote the dissent, and ar-
gued that the decision puts 
“bump stocks back in civil-
ian hands.”

“When I see a bird that 
walks like a duck, swims 
like a duck, and quacks 
like a duck, I call that 
bird a duck,” she wrote. 
“A bump-stock-equipped 
semiautomatic rifle fires 
‘automatically more than 
one shot, without manual 
reloading, by a single func-
tion of the trigger.’ Because 
I, like Congress, call that a 
machine gun, I respectfully 
dissent.”

Gun safety setback 
The White House 

slammed the decision.
“Today’s decision strikes 

down an important gun 
safety regulation,” Presi-
dent Joe Biden said in a 

statement. “Americans 
should not have to live in 
fear of this mass devasta-
tion.”

Biden called on Congress 
to ban bump stocks and 
assault weapons, but any 
gun-related legislation is 
likely to be stalled with 
Republicans controlling 
the House and Democrats 
holding only a slim major-
ity in the Senate.

“Bump stocks have 
played a devastating role in 
many of the horrific mass 
shootings in our country, 
but sadly it’s no surprise to 
see the Supreme Court roll 
back this necessary public 
safety rule as they push 
their out of touch extreme 
agenda,” Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
said in a statement.

In a statement reacting 
to the ruling, U.S. Rep. Di-
ana DeGette of Denver said 
the court’s conservative 
majority had “once again 
legislated from the bench.”

“This ruling is not in line 
with the American people 
and will only worsen the 
gun violence epidemic that 
is unique to our country,” 
DeGette said. “As a mem-
ber of the Gun Violence 
Prevention Task Force, I 
am working to pass the 
Closing the Bump Stock 
Loophole Act which would 
ban these deadly devices. 
Enough is enough: House 
Republicans must join us to 
put Americans’ safety over 
the gun lobby.”

Trump-era rule 
This case stems from a 

regulation set during the 
Trump administration, fol-
lowing the mass shooting 
in Las Vegas. A gunman 
used rifles outfitted with 
bump stocks to fire into a 
crowd at a music festival, 
killing 58 people that night 
and two more who died of 
their injuries later, and in-
juring more than 500.

The next year, the ATF 
issued the rule that con-
cluded bump stocks are ille-
gal machine guns. Anyone 
who owned or possessed a 
bump stock was required to 
either destroy the material 
or turn it in to the agency 
to avoid criminal penalties.

Michael Cargill, a gun 
shop owner in Austin, Tex-

as, surrendered two bump 
stocks to ATF and then 
challenged the rule in fed-
eral court.

A U.S. district court dis-
missed his case, but the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the 5th Circuit agreed with 
Cargill that a 1986 law’s 
definition of a machine gun 
does not apply to bump 
stocks because the rifles 
equipped with the attach-
ments don’t shoot multiple 
bullets “automatically,” or 
“by a single function of the 
trigger.”

That law defined a ma-
chine gun as “any weapon 
which shoots, is designed to 
shoot, or can be readily re-
stored to shoot, automati-
cally more than one shot, 
without manual reloading, 
by a single function of the 
trigger.”

The Biden administra-
tion appealed the 5th Cir-
cuit’s decision to the Su-
preme Court.

High court arguments
In oral arguments, the 

Biden administration de-
fended the Trump-era rule 
and said that bump stocks 
allow semiautomatic rifles 
to fire automatically with 
a single pull of the trigger.

Attorneys for Cargill ar-
gued that bump stocks are 
used by repeatedly pulling 
the trigger, rather than fir-
ing automatically with a 
single pull.

In her dissent, Sotomay-
or said the decision will 
limit the federal govern-
ment’s “efforts to keep ma-
chineguns from gunmen 
like the Las Vegas shooter.”

Thomas also wrote a ma-
jor gun decision in 2022 
that invalidated a New 
York law against carrying 
a firearm in public without 
showing a special need for 
protection. The court decid-
ed the case on 14th Amend-
ment grounds, but it also 
expanded Second Amend-
ment rights.

Because of that 2022 de-
cision, another gun related 
case is before the court this 
session that tests a federal 
law that prevents the pos-
session of firearms by a 
person who is subject to a 
domestic violence protec-
tive order. A decision is ex-
pected this month.

Courtesy photo

Ellie Garcia, right, who works in the San Luis Valley Health Regional Medical Center’s 
ED takes a photo with her supervisor, ED Director, Monica Hinds, RN.

SLVH recognizes latest 
DAISY winner Garcia

U.S. Supreme Court overturns ban on bump 
stocks used in Las Vegas mass shooting



Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports edi-

tor Ken Hamrick on 
X. His handle is 
@KenHamrick1.

SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

Motorsports
Alamosa-R ound-UP 

demolition derby, 6:30 
p.m.

THURSDAY
Rodeo

Alamosa Round-UP 
mutton bustin’ and local 
barrel race, 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY
PRCA Rodeo

Alamosa Round-UP, 6:30 
p.m.

ALAMOCA PARKS 
AND RECREATION 

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE

12-14 Baseball
At Ortega Middle 
School south field

TUESDAY
Blue Jays vs. Pirates, 5 

p.m.
White Sox vs. Pirates, 

6:30 p.m.

12-14 girls softball
At Lee Field #1

TUESDAY
M onte Vista  2  vs. 

Alamosa, 6 p.m.
M onte Vista  1  vs. 

Alamosa, 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY

Buena Vista vs. Alamosa 
(2), 6 p.m.

9-11 baseball
At Cole Park
THURSDAY

Red Sox vs. Angels, 5 
p.m.

Dodgers vs. Cubs, 6:15 
p.m.

Rockies vs. Pirates, 7:30 
p.m.

9-11 girls softball
At Lee Field #3

TUESDAY
M o n t e  V i s t a  v s . 

Battitudes, 6 p.m.
Monte Vista vs. Ace of 

Bases, 7:15 p.m.

7-8 coed machine pitch
At Sunset Field

WEDNESDAY
Sliders vs. Strikers, 5:30 

p.m. (southwest)
L o n g h o r n s  v s . 

Thunderdogs, 5:30 p.m. 
(northeast)

L i t t l e  R a s c a l s  v s . 
Bat Busters, 6:30 p.m. 
(northeast)

Co-ed Tee-ball
At Tee-ball field

MONDAY
Wolfpack vs. Outlaws, 

5:30 p.m. (north field)
Rug Rats vs. Little Hitters, 

5:30 p.m. (south field)
L i t t l e  G i a n t s  v s . 

Sandhogs. 6:30 p.m. (south 
field)

Men’s softball league
At Lee Field 2

TUESDAY
REC/Deuces vs. WOLO, 

7 p.m.
99 Problems vs. WOLO, 

8 p.m.
P l a t i n u m  v s .  9 9 

Problems, 9 p.m.
THURSDAY

REC/Deuces vs.  99 
Problems, 7 p.m.

Platinum vs. Happy 
Mountain/NGNL, 8 p.m.

W O LO  v s .  H a p p y 
Mountain/NGNL, 9 p.m.

Coed Leisure softball
At Lee Field

MONDAY
Steel Line vs. All Valley 

Towing, 7 p.m. (Field 1)
Battitudes vs. Top Notch, 

7 p.m. (Field 2)
The Dirty Dozen vs. 

The Undertakers, 7 p.m. 
(Field 4)

SOS Misfits vs. War 
Turtles, 8 p.m. (Field 1)

CRP Dust Devils vs. The 
Dirty Dozen, 8 p.m. (Field 2)

Tandberg’s Angels vs. 
Livingstone Trucking, 8 
p.m. (Field 4)

Bomb Squad vs. Where 
My Pitches At, 9 p.m. 
(Field 1)

La Puente Homers vs. 
WOLO, 9 p.m. (Field 2)

The Misfits vs. Bros 
Before Throws, 9 p.m. 
(Field 4)
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My dad 
is special 
because...

611 Main Street • Alamosa
719-252-6672

LTITUDE APPLIANCES

Big Green Egg
Most versatile outdoor 

cooking product.

www.altitudeappliances.com

He Loves Fudge!
SUNDAY IS NATIONAL 

FUDGE DAY
See our selection and 
wide variety of gifts.

620 Main St • Alamosa
(719) 206-7783

150 N. Broadway
Monte Vista

San Luis Valley
Auto Repair llc

Complete Automotive Service
Matt Ratzlaff
(719) 852-2536

Serving the San Luis Valley for the Past 14 Years!

He teaches me how to take care of the car!

slvauto@bresnan.net

He Reads to Me
Great Gift Idea!!!
3 Month Subscription – $2500

Expires 6/30/24

2205 State Alamosa
www.alamosanews.com

Several locals on All-SPL track and field teams
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

Southern Peaks League 
track and field teams for 
Classes 1A and 2A were 
announced following the 
state track meet in late 
May.

Sanford dominated the 
Class 1A All-SPL team 
with Holly McDaniel 
being named the girls 
Athlete of the Year and 
Lincoln Reynolds was the 
co-Athlete of the Year on 
the boys side.

McDaniel also earned 
All-League honors in 
the 100-meter high 
hurdles, the 300-meter 
intermediate hurdles and 
the triple jump.

Other Lady Mustangs 
who were named All-
League included Erica 
Miller in the 200- and 
4 0 0 - m e t e r  d a s h e s 
and  the  800-meter 
run,Ashley Dominguez 
in the 100-meter dash, 
and Brecken Crowther in 
the long jump.

Sanford also took All-
League in each of the 
five relays – the 4x100, 
the 4x200, the 4x400, the 
4x800 and the 800-meter 
sprint relay.

Other San Luis Valley 
girl athletes named Al-
League were Creede’s 
Jasmine Laing in the 
high jump, and Sangre 
de Cristo’s Taylor Freel 
in the discus.

On the boys side, 
Reynolds was All-League 
in the 100, 200 and 400 
meters. 

Sanford was also All-
League in the 4x100, 
4x200 and 4x400 relays.

Also named All-League 
were Creede’s Charlie 
Heinrich in the 110 

and 300 hurdles, Sierra 
Grande’s Ayden Lopez in 
the triple jump and the 
high jump, and Moffat’s 
Ziah Pesqueira in the long 
jump.

Sangre de Cristo was 
All-League in the boys 
4x800-meter relay.

Sanford’s Blake Canty 
was named the 1A SPL 
Coach of the Year.

In Class 2A, Del Norte’s 
Frannie Edelen was 
named the girls’ Athlete 
of the Year. She was also 
All-League in the 800, 
1,600 and 3,200 runs.

Another Lady Tiger, 
Timay Garcia, was All-
League in the pole vault.

Center’s Ciara Paiz was 
also All-League in three 
events – the 100, the long 
jump and the triple jump. 
Two more Center athletes 
earned All-League as 
Emiliana Valadez was 
All-League in the shot 
put, and Giselle Meraz 
earned the same honor in 
the disucs.

Sargent’s Bailey Asbell 
was also a three-time 
All-League performer. 
She earned All-League 
in the 100 hirdles, the 
300 hurdles and the high 
jump.

Monte Vista was named 
All-League in three relays 
– the 4x100, 4x200 and 
4x400.

On the 2A boys side, 
Monte Vista’s Jack Noonan 
was All-League in two 
events – the 200 meters 
and the 300 hurdles. Alex 
Gonzales was All-League 
in the 100.

Monte Vista was also 
All-league in the 4x100-
meter relay.

Two Del Norte boys were 
All-League selections. 
Caleb Cowett earned the 

honor in the 400 meters, 
and Damon Ledford-Vigil 
in the pole vault.

The Tigers were All-
League in the 4x400.

Center’s Andree Meraz 

was All-League in the 
discus.

Center’s Camille Villa 

was the 2A Coach of the 
Year.

Courier file photos by Ken Hamrick
Above left: Monte Vista’s Jack Noonan (left) and Sanford’s Lincoln Reynolds. Below left: Sargent’s Bailey 
Asbell (left) and Sanford’s Holly McDaniel. Right: Sanford’s Erica Miller.
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Request for Proposal (RFP)
Auditor Services

Introduction:
The Town of Crestone is seeking proposals from qualified firms to 
provide auditing services for fiscal years 2022-2024. The selected au-
ditor will be responsible for conducting a comprehensive audit of the 
Town’s financial statements in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards.
Scope of Work
The selected auditor will be expected to perform the following tasks:
- Conduct an audit of the Town’s financial statements in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards.
- Review internal controls and make recommendations for improve-
ments, if necessary.
- Provide a management letter outlining findings and recommenda-
tions.
- Assist in the preparation of required financial reports and state-
ments.
- Any other tasks deemed necessary for a comprehensive audit.
Proposal Submission:
Interested firms are invited to submit their proposals by email. Pro-
posals should include the following:
- Firm profile, including relevant experience and qualifications.
- Proposed audit approach and methodology.
- Proposed timeline for completion of the audit.
- Fee schedule and estimated total cost.
- References from past clients, preferably in the public sector.
PO Box 64, Crestone, CO 81131, (719) 256-4313, crestonetownof-
fice@gmail.com
No. 3950.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 
31, June 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of public hearing before the Board of  
Trustees of Romeo, Colorado at _6:30_ p.m. on the 20th day of June 
2024, located in the chambers of the Board of Trustees, Town Hall, 
315 2nd Ave, Romeo, CO 81148, for the purpose of considering Ordi-
nance of Adoption of the Guidelines and Regulations for Water Proj-
ects for Export Outside the San Luis Valley as Designated as Matters 
of State Interest of the Town of Romeo
Materials relating to the guidelines and regulations may be examined 
at the office of the Town Clerk, Town of Romeo, 149 2nd Ave, Romeo, 
CO 81148.
This Notice given and published by the order of the Town Board of 
Trustees, Romeo Colorado.
Dated this 1st day of June 2024
TOWN OF ROMEO, COLORADO
Gloria Quintana, Town Clerk
No. 3972.
Published in the Valley Courier  on June 1 & 15, 2024.

LAKE CITY HOSTS 
a Wednesday Market 
for locally-grown foods 
and artisans in June, 
July, August. INTER-
ESTED IN BEING A 
VENDOR?  lakecitydirt.
com/vibrant-economy. 
(6/26/24)

CHR ISTIAN [OR-
THODOX] GENTLE-
MAN seeking a wife in 
Covenant Marriage, by 
way of Christian Dating. 
I’m in my 70’s, well-
looking, good health 
and never married/NO 
Baggage!  [I was seeking 
“first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteous-
ness.”] I am a small-
scale gifted Preacher/
Minister, College Grad 
Plus, and well-Traveled. 
I am NOT Comput-
erized, with a simple 
phone and voice mail 
Only! After Military 
Service [Active 5 yrs.] 
I worked predominately 
in Agriculture – hands 
on; so I am rural, agrar-
ian by choice, and a 
homeowner in N.M. 
Looking for a mature 
Lady of like precious 
Faith (NON-Denomina-
tional). I appreciate Hik-
ing, camping, Birding 
and Real Christian Fel-
lowship- [I believe the 
Holy Bible-KJV-unto 
Salvation.]  Please write 
if interested and we can 
meet at a church or café 
in Alamosa or elsewhere 
in the Southwest. May 
God be with you in this 
I Pray. Sincerely in JE-
SUS LORD of ALL 
Gerald CRILLY POB. 
253 Tres Piedras, N.M. 
87577   (7/5/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: a Middle School 
8TH GRADE SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEACHER 
(with an EMPHASIS on 
US HISTORY) and a 
Middle School 8TH 
GR A DE SC I E NC E 
TEACHER. A complete 
list of desired quali-
fications and experi-
ence for each position 
is posted on the district 
website. The District op-
erates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, HSA 
match, and life cover-
age. The salaries for 
these positions will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties  by June 27, 2024 or 
until the positions are 
filled. For application 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(7/3/24)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL is seeking 
DIRECTOR of STU-
DENT BEHAVIOR, 
ATHLETIC DIREC-
TOR, and SCHOOL 
SAFETY MANAGE-
MENT for the upcom-
ing 2024-2025 school 
year. Submit completed 
application to Mr. Kevin 
Jones, Superintendent 
by email to: kjones@
sierragrandeschool.net. 
Applications are avail-
able at the District of-
fice, 17523 Hwy. 160, 
Blanca, CO 81123 or on-
line at www.sierragran-
deschool.net.  Effective 
managerial, supervisory, 
and human relations 
skills, and computer 
skills. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Mr. Kevin Jones at 719-
379-3259. Position open 
until filled. EOE. This 
institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
(7/17/24)

BUSINESS MANAG-
ER: ADAMS STATE 
U N I V E R S I T Y  i s 
seeking a BUSINESS 
MANAGER for the DE-
PARTMENT OF ATH-
LETICS.  The Business 
Manager posit ion is 
Full time and includes 
managing all aspects of 
fiscal responsibility and 
day to day operations 
for coaches and ath-
letic department staff. 
Please send application 
to: athletics@adams.edu 
(7/3/24)

M E C H A N I C :  J T 
TIMBER FALLING 
is hir ing a full-time 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
a n d  T RU C K  M E -
CHANIC in BLAN-
CA, CO. $25-$45/hr 
depending on experi-
ence. Monday – Friday 
schedule. Benefits are 
available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit jttimber.
com to apply. (7/17/24)

THE CITY OF MON-
TE VISTA is seeking 
qualified applicants for 
position of POLICE OF-
FICER. Applicants must 
be POST certified as a 
Colorado Police Officer. 
Selected applicants must 
be able to pass physical, 
physiological evalua-
tions, pre-employment 
drug test and extensive 
background check. Must 
be able to work all shifts. 
Star t ing hourly rate 
$21.50 – 22.75, DOE. A 
$5,000 hiring bonus is 
available with a signed 
two-year commitment. 
Application and com-
plete job description 
may be found at https://
cityofmontevista.colo-
rado.gov/government/
depar tments/human-
resources  Open until 
filled. (7/3/24)
T O W N  O F  D E L 
NORTE MUNICIPAL 
COURT CLERK. Town 
of Del Norte is hiring 
PART-TIME Munici-
pal Court Clerk. High 
school graduate or GED 
equivalent and two years 
of office, legal, and court 
clerical. Will work close-
ly with Town municipal 
judge for operations and 
procedures of the mu-
nicipal court system. 
With knowledge of legal 
terminology and practic-
es. Oversees and main-
tains the court dockets, 
records of all pending 
and disposed cases, and 
ensures accurate and 
updated information. 
All administrative and 
technical duties in sup-
port of municipal court. 
Send resume to Town 
of Del Norte -Attention 
Town Clerk. Resumes 
may be submitted by 
email to delnorte1860@
outlook.com or mailed 
to Del Norte Town Hall 
140 Spruce Street, Del 
Norte, Co 81132. EOE. 
(7/17/24)

THE SLV LANDFILL 
is accepting applica-
tions for a PART-TIME 
SCALE CLERK.  Re-
quires working the front 
office, waiting on cus-
tomers, weighing loads, 
processing credit cards, 
cash transactions, cleans 
and maintains the of-
fice. Also, fill in for Of-
fice Assistant as needed.  
Must be willing to work 
in all types of weather 
and be able to work a 
fluctuating schedule in-
cluding alternating Sat-
urday’s.  Position open 
until filled.  $16.00 per 
hour 20-30 hours per 
week.  Applications can 
be mailed to officeman-
ager@slvlandfill.com or 
returned to the office.  
Download the applica-
tion at slvlandfill.com. 
(7/2/24)

DEL NORTE BANK is 
seeking to fill a full-time 
position for a TELLER 
in the DEL NORTE 
BRANCH.  Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer.  Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting customers.  
Many other duties will 
be assigned as needed.  
The position is perma-
nent, full-time, M – F, 
8am – 5pm, an hourly 
rate range of $14.42 to 
$17.00, with a robust 
benefits package.  Ap-
plication available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or inquire at 705 
Grand Ave, Del Norte or 
call 719-657-3376 and 
ask for Dawn.  EOE. 
(6/21/24)

VALLEY EDUCA-
T O R S  C R E D I T 
U N ION i s  a c c ep t-
ing applications for a 
TELLER/MEMBER 
SERVICE REPRESEN-
TATIVE.  Successful 
candidate should have 
excel lent communi-
cation and customer 
service skills, ability 
to listen, follow direc-
tions and identify the 
needs of others.  They 
should possess a posi-
tive, friendly attitude, 
integrity, be a team 
player and ability to 
multi-task.  Prior teller 
experience is a plus.  To 
apply, email résumé to 
laura@vecuslv.com or 
stop by our office at 910 
Main Street in ALA-
MOSA to pick-up an 
application. VECU has 
been serving the SLV 
community for over 60 
years and is an equal 
opportunity employer. 
(6/29/24)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
HEALTH is seeking a 
full-time FACILITIES 
MANAGER to join our 
team! This position will 
train, lead, and direct 
custodians and house-
keepers in the EVS de-
partment with daily, 
weekly, and monthly 
tasks and projects. The 
pay range for this posi-
tion is $21.98 - $30.69. 
For more information 
and to apply please vis-
it our careers page at 
www.slvh.org. (6/28/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking a MUSIC or 
THEATRE TEACH-
ER for the 24-25 school 
year. Applicants must 
possess a Colorado 
Teaching License or be 
eligible to apply for one. 
Salary schedules are 
available on the district 
website. Please submit 
a district application, 
resume, cover letter, and 
transcripts at https://
www.sout hconejos.
com/page/how-to-apply 
(Vacant Until Filled). 
(6/25/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking an antici-
pa ted  LEA D PR E -
SCHO OL T E ACH-
ER for the 24-25 school 
year. Applicants must 
possess a Level 2 in 
Colorado Shines and 
preferred Lead Teach-
er Certificate. Salary 
schedules are available 
on the district website. 
Please submit a district 
application, resume, 
cover letter, and tran-
scripts at https://www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply (Vacant 
Until Filled). (6/25/24)

$24.00

4$25
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS
 RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

Parking Spaces For Rent

COME BE A part of the 
growing CENTENNI-
AL R-1 TEAM! We are 
seeking applications for 
a SECONDARY MATH 
TEACHER, TRANS-
PORTATION DIREC-
TOR, PRESCHOOL 
PARAPROFESSION-
AL, PART-TIME CUS-
TODIAN, REGULAR 
BUS ROUTE or AC-
TIVITY BUS DRIV-
ER, and a VARIETY OF 
SUBSTITUTES. Posi-
tions will remain open 
until filled. Each posi-
tion has unique respon-
sibilities, yet all require 
the same application 
process. Please submit 
a resume, three letters 
of recommendation, per-
tinent transcripts, and a 
background check/valid 
CDE license with an ap-
plication. Submit appli-
cations through https://
www.applitrack.com/
centennialschool/onlin-
eapp or email kimba.
rael@centennial.k12.
co.us. All full-time posi-
tions qualify for a com-
petitive benefits pack-
age and salary as out-
lined through our Mas-
ter Agreement, which is 
available at centennial.
k12.co.us. The starting 
pay range for cer t i-
fied staff is $36,872 to 
$49,509; 9-month staff 
is $20,613- $26.205; 
and 12-month staff is 
$29,812-$33,354; route/
activity driver pay is 
based on route/mileage; 
substitute pay is $120/
day. We are doing great 
things in SAN LUIS; it’s 
the perfect time to join 
our team. (7/3/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for BUS DRIVERS for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Must possess a 
valid Colorado driver’s 
license and a commer-
cial dr iver’s l icense 
(CDL) or be able to ob-
tain one. Please submit 
a district application, 
resume, cover letter, 
transcripts, and certifi-
cations at https://www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply. Applica-
tions will be accepted 
until positions are filled. 
(vacant until f illed). 
(6/25/24)

R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is hir ing!  
Available full-time po-
sitions with competi-
tive pay and benefits 
include:  ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE APPRAISER 
TRAINEE; PUBLIC 
H E A LT H N U R SE; 
ROA D & BR I D GE 
EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR; SHERIFF’S OF-
FICE DETENTION/
DISPATCH DEPUTY; 
Sheriff’s Office DE-
TENTION/DISPATCH 
SERGEANT and COR-
PORAL; Sheriff’s Of-
fice ROAD DEPUTY; 
Sheriff’s Office JAIL 
COOK; SOCIAL SER-
VICES LEGAL TECH-
NICIAN MANAGER. 
Benefits include medi-
cal, retirement, and paid 
time-off.  Visit www.
riograndecounty.org for 
details including ap-
plications and job de-
scriptions or pickup at 
Human Resources:  925 
6th St., Rm. 200, DEL 
NORTE, CO. (7/26/24)

MECHANIC POSI-
TION AVAILABLE 
at VALLEY TRAC-
TOR REPAIR, MON-
TE VISTA, CO. This 
is a full-time position 
offering top pay with 
benefits. Contact Ric 
or Tony for qualifica-
tions, 719-852-0200. 
(6/19/24)

AT HOME CHILD 
CA R E PROVI DER 
needed at  the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT.  150 days per 
year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school.  Appli-
cants must have a high 
school diploma and ex-
perience working with 
young children is a plus! 
Please submit your ap-
plication and resume 
to: Aaron Horrocks, 
Superintendent, at 950 
French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000.  Applications 
may be retrieved on-
line at urtigers.co or 
at the District Office. 
(7/3/24)

DIRECTOR FOR IN-
FANT CARE CEN-
TER needed at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Please submit your ap-
plication and resume 
to: Aaron Horrocks, 
Superintendent, at 950 
French Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO, 81132, or 
call at 719-657-4040, 
x4000.  Applications 
may be retrieved on-
line at urtigers.co or 
at the District Office. 
(7/3/24)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS/LONG 
TERM SUBS needed 
a t  t he  U PPER R IO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DIST R ICT i n  DEL 
NORTE!  Call or email:  
Soph ia  a t  719- 657-
4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more 
information, go on-
line:  ur tigers.co, or 
stop by the district of-
fice at:  950 French 
Street, Del Norte, CO 
to pick up an applica-
tion. You do not have 
to hold a college de-
gree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school gradu-
ate and have a substi-
tute license from CDE 
(Colorado Department 
of Education). (7/3/24)

FULL-TIME MAIN-
T E N A N C E  & 
GROUNDS POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. Applicant 
must pass a background 
check and be able to 
work independently, be 
a forward-thinking in-
dividual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Appli-
cant must also be able 
to work in all weather 
conditions (snow re-
moval /general land-
scaping).  If interested, 
please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co.  Applications 
can be retrieved online 
at: www.ur tigers.co. 
(7/3/24)
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Classifieds

634 - ROOMMATE

WANTED

307 - 

APPLIANCES

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

350 - FARM 

EQUIPMENT

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

341 - GARAGE 

SALE

630 - ROOMS 

FOR RENT

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

525 - 

GUNS

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained.  
Pay is dependent on pri-
or experience.  Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (7/3/24)

J R / S R  H I G H 
SCHOOL BEHAVIOR 
INTERVENTIONIST 
/ SCHOOL ASSESS-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR, needed at DEL 
NORTE JR/SR HIGH 
SCHOOL for the 2024-
2025 school year. We 
are seeking a hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic 
teaching professional to 
join our dynamic team. 
Applicants must have 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co or contact Annie 
at 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications can be found 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(7/3/24)

NOW HIRING: PUB-
LIC WORKS ASSIS-
TANT. Job Descrip-
tion: A Public Works 
Assistant is an on-call, 
PART-TIME position 
with no benefits, su-
pervised by the Public 
Works Superintendent. 
The Public Works As-
sistant assists the Public 
Works Superintendent 
to service the sewer 
system, water system, 
roads and br idges, 
drainage, buildings, 
parks, Town properties, 
and cemetery. Required 
Knowledge, Qualities, 
Skills, And Abilities: 
Working knowledge 
of the language, prin-
ciples, methods, ma-
terials, and equipment 
common to municipal 
public works repairs 
and maintenance of 
parks, roads, grounds, 
and buildings. Ability 
to operate and maintain 
small snow removal 
equipment, mowers, 
and a variety of power 
and hand tools. Ability 
to establish and main-
tain effective work-
ing relationships with 
Town off icia ls and 
employees, representa-
tives of other agencies 
and organizations, and 
members of the com-
munity. Required Edu-
cation, Training, And 
Experience: A valid 
Colorado driver’s li-
cense or equivalent, and 
high school diploma or 
equivalent. Previous 
experience in a parks 
or public works depart-
ment preferred. All ap-
plicants should fill out 
an application (located 
at http://townofcrest-
one.colorado.gov/) to 
submit along with a 
resume and cover letter 
to crestonetownoffice@
gmail.com. (6/19/24)

A M E R I C O R P S 
PATHWAYS NAVI-
GATOR. LOCAL, 
well-respected non-
profit agency seeking 
enthusiastic individ-
ual to coordinate and 
support AmeriCorps 
members serving with 
the Rural Alliance for 
Dignity. No Ameri-
Corps experience nec-
essary. On the job train-
ing and professional 
development provided. 
This position will spe-
cialize in recruitment, 
placement, and guid-
ance for AmeriCorps 
members serving in 
small non-profit orga-
nizations throughout 
SOUTHERN COL-
ORADO. They will 
work with La Puente’s 
team to provide career 
pathway, logistical and 
project support for our 
local cohort of Ameri-
Corps Members. Join 
our dynamic team of 
dedicated professionals 
and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of helping 
others. Qualifications: 
interest in non-profit 
organizations, ability 
to travel, relationship 
skills, organizational, 
and writing skills. $41 
- 45k/yr/benefit pack-
age. Send resume: La 
Puente Home, P.O. Box 
1235,  A LA MOSA, 
CO  81101, 719 233-
2673   www.lapuente.
net  Email: hr@lapu-
ente.net (6/19/24)

LEA D TEACH ER 
FOR INFANT CARE 
C E N T E R  n e e d e d 
at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  150 days 
per year which includes 
all days that teachers 
are at school.  Please 
submit your application 
and resume to: Aaron 
Hor rocks, Super in-
tendent, at 950 French 
Street, DEL NORTE, 
CO, 81132, or call at 
719-657-4040, x4000.  
Applications may be 
retrieved on-line at ur-
tigers.co or at the Dis-
trict Office. (7/3/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
is seeking an energetic, 
caring individual to 
serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PARA-
E DUCAT O R.  A p -
plicants must have a 
high school diploma 
and prior experience 
working with students 
with special needs is 
preferred.  Please sub-
mit your application 
to Amy Duda, DNES 
Principal at 950 French 
Street, Del Norte, CO 
81132; aduda@urtigers.
co; or call at 719-657-
4050.  The position will 
be open until filled.  
You can pick up an ap-
plication at the District 
Office or on-line at ur-
tigers.co. (7/3/24)

B U S  D R I V -
ERS NEEDED FOR 
t h e  U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, CDL & 
NON-CDL DRIVERS.  
Will pay for CDL li-
cense and training with 
contract.  Must be able 
to pass a background 
and pre-employment 
drug test.  If interest-
ed, please contact Demo 
Trujillo, 719-657-4040 
x4007, dtrujillo@ur-
tigers.co.  Applications 
can be retrieved on-
line at: www.urtigers.
co. (7/3/24)

DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking 
a qualified SECOND-
A RY  B U S I N E S S 
TEACHER. We are 
seeking an experienced, 
hardworking and en-
thusiastic teaching pro-
fessional to join our 
dynamic, and vibrant 
team. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teaching Li-
cense with a Secondary 
Business endorsement. 
Please submit your ap-
plication, resume and 
cover letter to: Annie 
Hardy at ahardy@ur-
tigers.co or call Mrs. 
Hardy at (719) 657 – 
4020.  Applications 
can be accessed online 
at www.ur tigers.co. 
(6/15/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

M I C R O W A V E : 
25X17X15, WORKS 
great. $20. 719-480-
3225. (6/22/24)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
H A Y :  G R A S S , 
GRASS/ALFALFA, 
ALFALFA. 3x3 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(7/3/24-monthly)

HAY FOR SALE: $7 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(7/9/24)

GARAGE SALE: 100 
Pioneer Rd., MONTE 
VISTA . 6/14 8am-
4pm, 6/15 8am-noon. 
Brea k fast  bu r r i tos 
available! (6/15/24)

2005 HESSTON 4910 
BALER New Monitor, 
Preservative Applica-
tor, moisture sensor, ac-
cumulator. Field ready. 
$22500 OBO 719-850-
1143. (7/13/24)

FOR SALE:  LOTS 
of STORE SHELVING 
available at former Sun-
shine Country Grocery 
Store. 719-852-6981. 
(6/22/24)

AC R E AG E  F O R 
SALE - $2,000/ACRE. 
Contact Rick 928-277-
6140. (7/6/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

ALAMOSA: COZY 1 
BEDROOM apartment 
near Cole Park. $675 
month, $675 deposit. 
NO PETS. 719-580-
5400. (6/25/24)

SMALL STU DIO, 
EAST ALAMOSA: 
parking, storage, small 
yard, utilities included. 
Deposit, employment, 
and references required. 
$565 month, $700 de-
posit. 719-580-3710. 
(6/22/24)

AVAILABLE END 
OF July. 1 BEDROOM 
apartments across from 
ASU. 719-251-3597. 
(6/18/24)

MODERN & SPA-
CIOUS APARTMENT 
for Rent in PRIME 
CRESTONE LOCA-
TION. Welcome to your 
new home! Nestled in 
the heart of Crestone, 
this beautifully ap-
pointed apartment of-
fers both comfort and 
convenience in every 
square foot. Key Fea-
tures: Location: Prime 
Crestone location, of-
fering easy access to 
local amenities and at-
tractions. Size: Approx-
imately 1,250 square 
feet of living space. 
Rent: $1600 per month 
(inclusive of electricity, 
trash disposal, propane, 
sewer, and water servic-
es). Deposit: $500 (plus 
first and last month’s 
rent). Pets: Unfortu-
nately, no pets allowed. 
Application Process: 
All potential tenants 
are required to undergo 
an interview and back-
ground check. Schedule 
a Viewing: Don’t miss 
out on this opportunity 
to call this apartment 
home! Contact us today 
to schedule a viewing 
and start the applica-
tion process. PO Box 
64, Crestone, CO 81131; 
(719) 256-4313; crest-
onetownoffice@gmail.
com (6/19/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

C O M M E R C I A L 
SPACE FOR rent at 
1016 West Ave., AL-
AMOSA. Call Mike- 
(719)850-1961.

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4  BEDROOM, 2 . 5 
BATH.  Appliances 
furnished.  Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced in 
backyard.  Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VISTA.  
$2150/month, plus utili-
ties.  Yearly lease; avail-
able 6/1/24.  Contact 
719-852-5101 or 719-
852-5350. (7/9/24)

ROOMS FOR RENT: 
FURNISHED, ALA-
MOSA. 720-436-5550. 
(6/25/24)

ELDERLY WOMAN 
TO share house in 
Monte Vista. 720-427-
5953. (6/25/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I have a friend, 
“Sophie,” who is cheating 
on her husband of 25 years. 
Of course, this is not our 
business. But now, unbe-
knownst to her husband, 
she has incorporated her 
lover into their everyday 
life. Her lover is from India 
and is also married. Sophie 
is now obsessed with all 
things Indian -- wear-
ing saris, dancing in her 
lover’s dance troupe and 
wearing henna all over 
her body.

 My husband and I are 
involved in a small busi-
ness with Sophie and her 
husband, and I’m growing 
more uncomfortable by 
the day as she constantly 
confides to me about her 
and her lover’s sex life, ad-
dictions, how she’s pursued 
him, etc. I told her she’s 
playing with fire. Now 
I remain silent, hoping 
she’ll stop. Meanwhile, 
she’s started a new busi-
ness that has incorporated 
him into her life on a daily 
basis. 

 We love Sophie’s hus-
band. He’s a good and 
trustworthy man. I ab-
solutely will never be the 
one to tell him what’s 
going on, but we need to 
get away from her. With-
out hurting the husband, 
what explanation can we 

give for stepping away on 
a business and personal 
level? Because he WILL 
ask why. He’s a kind and 
compassionate man who 
feels very close to both of 
us. Any gentle suggestions? 
-- KNOWS TOO MUCH

 DEAR KNOWS: Start 
by making yourself and 
your husband less avail-
able to socialize with 
these people. If Sophie 
continues to confide in you, 
tell her you do not approve 
and do not want to hear 
another word about her 
affair. You may not have 
to worry about keeping 
mum around the husband 
because, sooner or later, 
he is going to catch on to 
the fact that something is 
going on. 

 Because you did not 
mention how closely tied 
your financial interests 
are with Sophie and her 
husband, I will assume you 
are not solely dependent 
upon it. That is why you 
and your husband should 
consider telling Sophie’s 
husband that “considering 
the state of the economy,” 
your financial picture has 
changed, and you will need 
to relinquish your interest 
in the business. Your at-
torney can help you with 
this. 

 DEAR ABBY: I have an 
identical twin who lives in 

a different state. I am mar-
ried; she never has been. 
At 62, she still demands 
that I live my life her way. 
I love her, but I’m an adult. 
I live by my own rules. 
She seems enraged that 
I don’t think and behave 
the same way she does. By 
the way, she works from 
home and sets her own 
schedule. I work in a call 
center. I would appreciate 
your input. -- LIKES MY 
FREEDOM IN IOWA

 DEAR LIKES: At 62, 
you are entitled to live your 
life exactly as you wish. So 
is your sister. You may be 
identical, but this does not 
mean you must think alike. 
Perhaps the next time your 
twin unloads on you, you 
should remind her of that.

Business relationship clouds 

couple’s response to affair


