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Hooper Mayor speaks about election, community projects

By MARIE MCCOLM

HOOPER — Mayor Tommy Dentler recently
spoke about the upcoming election and other
projects slated for the rural town in 2024.

Dentler said the next town board meeting
will take place on March 17, and there will be
a meet and greet for the trustee candidates. The
town board has four trustees. All four trustee
seats are up for election.

Five people will be vying for the four seats —
three of the incumbents and two newcomers.
Interested residents can meet the candidates
at the next board meeting where the meet and
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greet will be held on March 17.

“This is really up to the people as to how this
turns out,” Dentler said. “We are really excited.
The good thing is that in the past we had been
tryingto reach out for people tobecome trustees,
but now we have more applicants than in the
past. We have residents reaching out for these
positions. It’s exciting that we have people
wanting to engage in the community”

Also, on the ballot for this election year,
is measure that would allow recreational
and medical cannabis sales the town with a
population of roughly 100 people. A similar

measure failed 25-18 in 2022.

“Two years ago, it failed miserably, so they
tried to put it on the ballot again this year. It
passed to be on the ballot. We are going to
have it on the ballot to see if it actually goes
through,” he said.

Dentler said a ground fowl measure will be
on the ballot as well.

“We are going to see if we are going to be
doing any type of regulation for chickens or
things of that nature,” he said.

Dentler also spoke of the projects that are
currently going on in the community, including

a project that was started at the Hooper Town
Park with new playground equipment last year.
“We want to apply for another grant for the
park, to continue with the completed project of
finishing up the park;,” he said. “The playground
equipment was a great addition, but we want to
add more. Thisincludes thingslike getting power
to the park, which is something we have been
lacking for a very long time. A camera system is
going to be putinto place. We have our lights that
are going to be put up; they are solar powered. A

fire pit is going to be added as well”
Please see MAYOR on Page 7A

SLV Fast Friends donates $2K to
Sangre de Cristo HS drum line
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SLV GOP
announces
caucuses,
assemblies

VALLEY — The San Luis Valley
Republican Party has scheduled
county caucuses and assemblies
county by county through March.

Here is a schedule by county:

ALAMOSA

Caucus, March 9, 3 p.m,,
Ortega Middle School

Assembly, March 23, 3 p.m.
Society Hall

CONEJOS

Caucusand assembly, March 7,
6:30 p.m., La Jara Senior Citizen
building

COSTILLA

Caucus and assembly, March
7, 7 p.m. Blanca/Ft. Garland
Community Center

MINERAL

Caucusand assembly, March 9,
5p.m., Underground Community
Center

RIO GRANDE

Caucuses, March 7, 6 p.m.

Precincts 1, 4, 5, 6,7, 8,9, 12,
13, 14, 15, Nazarene Church,
Monte Vista

Precincts 2, 3, 11, Rio Grande
County Annex building, Del
Norte

Precinct 10, South Fork Library

Assembly, March 21,6 p.m.,Rio
Grande County Annex building,
Del Norte

SAGUACHE

Caucuses, March 7, 6 p.m.

Precincts 1, 2, 6, 7, Mountain
Valley Cafeteria, Saguache

Precincts 3,4, 5, Moffat School
Cafeteria, Moffat

Assembly, March 23, 3 p.m.,
Mountain Valley School,
Saguache

To pre-register forany caucuses,
go to caucus.cologop.org.

By MARIE MCCOLM

MOSCA — Larry Garner, the
director of the non-profitorganization
SLV Fast Friends, made a $2,000
donation on Thursday, Feb. 22, to help
support musicat Sangre de Cristo High
School drum line — Blue Thunder.

Music Teacher Al Duran was excited
about the donation.

“We don't have a very big budget for
the music class, so this money is really
going to help the classroom and kids a
lot. Tam excited to receive this donation

Please see FRIENDS on Page 7A

SLV Fast Friends Director Larry
Garner makes a $2,000 donation
to Sangre de Cristo High School
music teacher Al Duran on behalf
of the non-profit.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Crowds will flock to MV for glimpse of Sandhill Cranes

Annual festival set for
March 8-10

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — It is that

time of year again, the 41st annual

Crane Festival is flying into Monte

Vista on March 8-10. The festival is
collaborative effort of the Friends of
the San Luis Valley National Wildlife
Refuges, the City of Monte Vista, the
Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce,
and the San Luis Valley National
Wildlife Complex.

Soon people will be able to witness

the majestic flight of these beautiful
birds on their springtime migration
through the San Luis Valley. Every
year, vpeople flock to the Monte Vista
National Wildlife Refuge to view the
cranes.

Alongwith thefestival the Craftand
Nature Fair will be held at the Outcalt

Event and Conference Center at the
SLV Ski-Hi Complex. There will be
photography for everyone to enjoy
alongwith natureart, carvings, baked
goods, handmade jewelry, clothing,
and much more. It will take place
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and

Please see CROWDS on Page 8A

Adre Baroz pleads guilty to all charges
in Los Sauces murder cases

Julius Baroz and
Francisco Ramirez
plead guilty to
lesser charges

ByPRISCILLAWAGGONER

ALAMOSA — After three and
a half years of court proceedings,
Adre Baroz, 29, has pleaded guilty
to all charges in connection with the
murders and dismemberment of five
people whose remains were found in
two burn pits in Los Sauces in late
November of 2020.

Over a period of several months,
asforensic pathologists examined the
remains, the victims were identified
as Korina Arroyo, Selena Esquibel,
Xavier Zeven Garcia, Myron Martinez
and Shayla Hammel. As court
documents in each case obtained by
the Valley Courier revealed, those five
individuals were murdered between
Aug. 25, 2020, to Nov. 13, 2020.

Baroz pleaded guilty to five counts
of murder in the first degree, a class
1 felony, with each count carrying a
sentence oflifein prison withno hope
of parole; five counts of tampering
with remains of a deceased human
body, a class 3 felony, which will carry

asentence of4-12years for each count;
one count ofassault in the first degree
with serious bodily injury, a class 3
felony, which will carry a minimum
sentence of 10 years and a maximum
of 32 years in prison; second degree
kidnapping, a class 3 felony, which
will carry a sentence of 10-32 years;
and second degree assault, a class 4
felony, which has a sentencing range
of 5-16 years.

For the “lesser” felony charges,
Baroz will serve anywhere from 45 to
140 years in prison. However, in the
resolution reached between Baroz’s
defense counsel, David Lipka, and

Please see BAROZ on Page 7A

Courtesy photo
CBI photo of Adre Baroz when a
statewidebulletin wasissued naming
him as suspect in the murders.
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Delen Coln

Delen Tadlock Davis Colnreached
for God’s Hand on Feb. 16, 2024,
at the age of 85 years. She passed
quietly and peacefully surrounded
by family and friends. Jesus came
calling, asked if she was ready, and
she said, “Oh Yeah”.

Delen was born on June 24, 1938,
in Ft. Worth, Texas, to Hardy and
Dorene Tadlock.

She enjoyed Bible Study, singing
hymns, cheering for sports teams
and rodeo events and being Memaw.
In her earlier years, she enjoyed
camping, river rafting, skiing, and
gardening.

Delen was married to Bob Davis
(divorced/deceased) for 28 yearsand
Greg Coln (deceased) for 24 years.

Charles Albert Gustafson passed
away peacefully on Feb. 13, 2024,
in Anchorage, Alaska. Charles was
80 years old. Born on May 3, 1943,
in Denver, Colo., Charles was the
oldest of three children raised by his
mother and father Stasie and William
Gustafson. Charles grewupin Creede,
Colo., and graduated from Creede
High School, being one of six in his
class. Growing up Charles wasan avid
skier and basketball player.

Afterhighschool, Charlesattended
Adams State College, in Alamosa,
Colo., where hereceived an Industrial
Arts Education degree. This is
where he met his wife Carolyn and
made many life-long friends. Upon
graduation in 1966, Charles and
Carolyn drove to Alaska in “Old
Blue”,a2WD Dodge pickup. This was
Charles’s first of 93 trips up the Alcan!
During those trips, he visited many
Home Depots and was excited when
he finally hit his 100th store.

Charles taught woodshop and

Survivorsinclude Lauren (Wayne)
Sheldrake, Dan (Deanna) Davis,
Tim (Denise) Davis, Tina Thomas
(Rick), eight grandchildren, 15 great-
grandchildren, Hardy Tadlock, Jr.
(Mary Jane), and last but not least
herloyal canine companion, Stormy.

She was a special light and will be
greatly missed by all who knew her.

Services will be held in both Texas
and Colorado as noted below:

Saturday, March 23, 2024, at 11
a.m. at The Hills Church, North
Richland Hills, Texas, (small chapel)

Friday, July 19, 2024, at 11
a.m. Graveside at Creede, Colo.,
(Cemetery)

Contributions may be made to the
charity of your choice.

Charles A. Gustafson

coached basketball at Dillingham
High School. Hewas proud thatbythe
time he left Dillingham, the students
taking woodshop were 51% maleand
49% female. Charles shared hislove of
woodworking with all ages, holding
workshops in the evenings for adults
in the community.

After retiring, Charlesand Carolyn

tried to move Outside but kept
returning to Alaska. Charles spent
countless hours supporting his
grandkids in their hockey, dance,
soccer, and orchestra interests.
Charles’ favorite pastime was
spending time with familyand friends
on his boat in Prince William Sound,
Kachemak Bay,and Resurrection Bay.
He jokingly called himself “Cabin
Boy”, and spent his time on the boat
baitinghooks, cussing skates that were
caught, and gaffing halibut. Charles
had a love of living life to its fullest.

Charles is survived by his wife,
Carolyn Gustafson, his son Sven
(Kathy), his daughter Gwen Welch
(Roy),andgrandkidsSteven (Sidekick),
Julie Bell (Tinkerbell), Bryce (Buddy),
and Cassie Rose (Sunshine).

A Celebration of Life will be held
on March 16 from 1-4 p.m. at St.
Elizabeth’s Ann Seton School Gym,
located at 2901 Huffman Road —
park in back parking lot and enter
the lower level.

James (Jim) Howell Boydstun

James (Jim) Howell Boydstun
passed away after a courageous two-
year battle with cancer on January
27, 2024, in Canon City, Colorado.
Born on September 9, 1948, in Rifle,
Colorado, to Gladys (Williams) and
Lawerence Boydstun, Jim’s life was
a testament to the education and
development ofhis students &athletes
and his love for his family and the
great outdoors.

Jim is survived by his wife Peggy
of 52 years, sister Connie (Torrance)
Hughes, son Kyle (Kristi) Boydstun,
daughter Erin (Lance) Kohler,
son Davin (Amanda) Boydstun,
grandchildren Riley (Dixie)
Boydstun, Maddie Kohler, Meghan
Kohler, and Ellie Boydstun, as well
as aunts, uncles and numerous
cousins, nieces, and nephews. Jim
is preceded in death by his parents
Lawrence and Gladys Boydstun, and
brother Larry.

Jim graduated from Riverside High
School (Siltand New Castle, Colo.) in
1966, and graduated from Western
State College in Gunnison, Colo., with
his BA degree in 1971. He earned his
Master’s Degree in Education in 1980
also from WSC.

Jim worked for the Boys Club
of America in Denver and Grand
Junction from 1972-75. Jim and
Peggy moved to Pritchett, Colo., in
1975 where he began his teaching
and coaching career. He also taught
and coached in Branson, Colo., and

Turner, Mont., before returning to
Pritchett in 1985 as Superintendent.
Jim served as Superintendent of
Pritchett School District until 1993,
and for Creede School District from
1993-2003. His influence extended
beyond his own school districts, ashe
chaired the Southeastern Colorado
BOCES, served as the Southeastern
League President, served on various
Colorado High School Activities
Association committees, and
as a CHSAA Board of Control
(Legislative Council) member. Asan
educator and leader, Jim improved
bothacademicsandathleticsatevery
school he served, and left alegacy of
dedication, mentorship, and belief
in every young person who crossed
his path.

Jim was an avid outdoorsman, with
his hunting and fishing activities
honed from an early age by his
dad, Lawrence, his brother-in-law,
Torrance, and an ornery gang of
retirees, led by Hal Boydstun and
Oscar Hoggatt. He knew many of the
best fishingholesand hunting spotsin
Colorado and enjoyed sharing them
with his kids, grandkids, and friends.
Jim also loved sports, participating
in baseball, basketball, football,
and track and field throughout his
childhood. He competed in track
& field and basketball at Western
State College, and played town-team
basketball into his 40s. Jim was a
long-time fan of the Broncos, Nuggets,

Jack Lawrence Bever

Rockies, and Avalanche.

Some of Jim’s favorite activities in
retirement included traveling with
Peggy, family hunting and fishing
trips, playing cards with his card
buddies, attending his grandkids’
games and concerts, and hiking to a
mountain ridge with any of his kids
or grandkids.

Jim’s wise counsel, sense of humor,
and quiet presence will be missed by
all who knew him.

A memorial service will be held
on March 11 at 1 p.m. at The Steeple
Events Center in Canon City, Colo.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
contribution to The Humane Society
of Fremont County or Fremont
Regional Hospice.

Jack Lawrence Bever, a longtime
Monte Vista resident, whose life
journey began on Dec. 14, 1938, in
Torrington, Wyo., completed his
earthly chapter on Feb. 17, 2024, at
the Colorado State Veterans Center.

JacK’s formative years were spent
in the close-knit community of
Monte Vista, where he graduated
from high schoolin 1956. His thirst
for adventure led him to join the
United States Navy, where he served
with distinction in San Diego, Japan,
and Guam.

Jack became a member of Monte
Vista Community Methodist
Church at a very young age. In
1985, Jack became a founding
member of the Wednesday morning
breakfast club at the Monte
Vista Community Methodist
Church. Jack never missed a
Wednesday until the pandemic
of 2020. His dedication to his
faith community did not go
unnoticed, as he was honored
with the Quiet Disciple award
for his humble servitude. Jack
also served as an usher at his
church for many years.

Professionally, Jack’s love
for the rails translated into a
tulfilling career with Union
Pacific and the Denver Rio
Grande and Western Railroad.
Hisanalyticalmindand passion
for excellence propelled him to
a distinguished career at CDOT,
where he worked as an engineer
and project manager for 35 years.
His contributions to the field were
significant, and his work ethic was
admired by his colleagues and peers.

JacK’s personal life was a tapestry
woven with love for his family and
the great outdoors. He and his wife
Vicki, united in marriage for 61
years, shared a love for adventure
as members of the Valley Jeep Club.
Together, they supported the Ski-Hi
Swim Team for 15 years, travelingand
cheering with the same enthusiasm
thatJackbrought toall hisendeavors.
His passion for hunting and fishing
was only matched by the joy he felt
watching his children play sports.

He is survived by his beloved
wife, Vicki, and their children John
(Coleen) Bever of Crested Butte,
Colo., Kari Valdez of Loveland,
Colo., Tom (Teresa) Bever of Ft.
Collins, Colo., sisters-in-law, Janet
Worth Schmidt of Monte Vista, and
Cathy (Bob) Woolley of Holdrege,

Neb. Jack’s legacy continues
through his eight grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren,
who will carry forward his values
and zest for life. He also leaves
behind a host of cousins, nieces,
and nephews.

Jack was preceded in death
by his parents Jack and Ruby
Tilden Bever, his sister Barbara
Bever, and numerous aunts, uncles,
and cousins.

His passing creates a void in the
fabric of his family and community,
buthis memory will be cherished and
celebrated by all who were fortunate
enough to cross paths with him.

A memorial service will be held on
Saturday March 2, 2024, at 1:30 p.m.
at Monte Vista Community Methodist
Church. Visitation will be held
immediately following the service at
the church. Memorial contributions
may be directed to Monte Vista
Community Methodist Church.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in the
care of the arrangements. To leave
online condolences, tributes, and
words of comfort for Jacks family,
please visitwww.RogersFunerals.com.
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Having grown up around a lot of
older people, I got to experience life
from their perspectives, some of which
pre-dated 1900. My grandfather Kirk
was born in 1889 in Dodge City, Kan.,
and so was probably about 65 by the
time I was born, which was quite old
in those days when people just did not
live too long.

Becauseof our connectionsto Dodge
City,I canrecall that everyone out there
called each other “kid” No matter who
you were or age of the person it was
“heykid” when youmet. And since one
of the things my family was noted for
was their love of antiques, everything
in their house was of old manufacture,
including themselves.

From an early age we learned not
to touch the round glass cabinet and
were admonished with, “be careful
kid, thats an antique” multiple times
with each visit to their house. And true
to form, OI Dutch also has a certain
appreciation forantiquesofallsortsand
am dangerous to take to any garage sale
or auction as can be attested to by Miss
Trixie. I just love that old stuff. Which
got me to thinking — a dangerous
pursuit according to Miss Trixie —
about just what it takes for anything to
be considered a true antique.

TheInternetfor salesitesisfilled with
stuff that is purported to be antique but
mostlyit’sjustoldtothe personwhohas
it for sale. [Iknow I had a 1967 Chevelle
car one time and it was considered an
antique and so I could get a cheap tag
for it. Looking online it appears that
now they say any car over 45 years old
qualifies for that status.

But other things are antiques also
and I love the old furniture especially
the stuff made out of oak wood. OI
Dutch has a few items passed down
from the family that are very old, so
I know I am safe to assume they are
truly of that status. And looking online,
anythinglike that mustbe 100 years old
to be considered an antique. So, there
is a baseline that a person can at least
measure against to assess the value of
some “treasure” they keep.

After reading all about that age
requirement, I got to thinking about
all the stuff I see advertised online
as “antique” for sale. And I began to
wonderjusthowinthe wide, wideworld
of sports, people come up with the idea
it is actually an antique? I think it may
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Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

have to do with their age in fact and
anything that they don’t know what it
is,orifitwas produced before they were
born then they call it that. It does not
seem to matter if they are 40 or 85, that
isthe age they seem to use in classifying
what they have for sale as antiques and
pricing it accordingly.

I think the most interesting thing
about collecting old stuff is if you
think aboutit, all of it was thrown out
way back when it was out of style and
worn outand some poor person, who
did not have a “dresser” took it home
to use. They didn’t think they had a
treasure but were simply glad to have
a drawer to put grandpa’s drawers in.
Yep. Old worn-out junk. I guess the
mere fact that it survived the trash
bin now all these years later added
value to it so now items that were sat
on the curb are sometimes worth a
lotta money.

Or Dutch keeps trying to impress
upon Miss Trixie of those facts and
none more important than how my
own personalvalueisskyrocketingwith
every birthday that I have. She often
reminds me that she in fact found me
sittingon the curb, so Ineed to consider
my true value in that. But I do have
solace in knowing that if Thang around
long enough, I will reach the age of a
true antique and my value will rise to
meet my own opinion of my worth.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His emailis Kevin@TroutRepublic.com.
Additional news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

OPINION & EDITORIAL

- Rosa Parks gives a talk

in my small town

It was 2 p.m. on a recent Sunday
in the western Colorado town of
Paonia, population 1,500, not an
ideal time to gather a crowd to meet
the famous Rosa Parks, the woman
who kicked off the modern civil
rights movement.

Yet surprisingly, about 100 people
gathered at the Blue Sage Center,
almost all of us white, to hear what
really happened in the mid-1950s.
Chairs kept getting added.

The bare stage didn't have a chair,
just a table with water. Becky Stone,
one of the scholar-actors with the
Colorado Humanities Black History
Tour, quietly entered. Rosa Parks
was 42 and all of 5 feet tall in 1955
when she refused an order from a
bus driver to give up her seat to a
white passenger.

Butby some transmutation known
only to talented actors, Becky Stone,
wearing a cotton dress, sweater and
flat shoes, became Rosa Parks, who
died in 2005. She seemed a reserved,
no-nonsense woman who had all the
time in the world to talk.

She wanted to set the record
straight, she told us, about why
she defied bus segregation in
Montgomery, Ala. She said the story
that’s come down through the years
was dead wrong.

Yes, her feet were tired from
working all day as a seamstress at
a downtown department store, but
that’s not why she wouldn't sacrifice
her seat on the bus. She was “tired of
giving in” because of her race.

Every bus was segregated by long
tradition, she explained, with whites
entitled to the front seats. A middle
“colored” section allowed both races
but once the bus was crowded, whites

was the driver who called the police
and got her arrested.

The desire to confront
discrimination in Montgomery had
been long simmering, she said, and
as secretary of the city chapter of the
NAACP, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People, she felt she was a good — as
in non-threatening — candidate to
make a stand. There had been other
women whod refused to relinquish

had priority and
Blacks had to
stand or find a
seat in the back
where Blacks
were supposed
tosit. Blacks were
also expected to
board through
a back door.
Ridership of
city buses, she
pointed out, was
about75% Black.

There was one
insult on the bus
she never forgot,

by Betsy Marston

seats through the
years, but theyd
acted alone.
RosaParkssaid
her resistance
had the backing
of the local
NAACP, a first-
ever united Black
community,
some whiteallies,
and the help of
a local, 26-year-
old pastor,
Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
He became a

she told us. It
had happened 12 years earlier, when
driver James Blake took her fare but
ordered her to get off and board the
bus from the back. Just as she got
to the door, though, he drove off.
From then on, she said, shed try to
avoid riding his bus. On the day of
her civil disobedience, however, he

friend, she said,
and credited him with starting a
substitute transportation system of
private cars that helped some people
get to work who couldn’t walk. That
was crucial, she said, because the
bus boycott lasted more than a year.
It ended when the Supreme Court
ruled that Montgomery and Alabama

lawsrequiring segregated buses were
unconstitutional.

Her victory made national news
and changed the law, but there were
consequences. After she lost her
job and withstood multiple threats
against her family, she and her
husband decided to move to Detroit.
She got a tailoring job in the city,
but her husband, she said, became
depressed.

Her activism continued. She gave
talks about how important it was to
be unified to challenge segregation,
and her example resonated. In the
1960s, Blacks would invite white
supporters to travel on Freedom
Rides to “sit-in” at lunch counters in
the South. Theirlegal casesled to Jim
Crow laws getting slapped down in
state courts, followed by passage of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Applause for Rosa Parks just
wouldn’t quit after she spoke. She
answered questions for another
hour, then talked to individuals who
gathered around her.

That week, when I met people on
the street whod heard Rosa Parks
speak, we agreed: “I wouldn't have
missed that for the world.”

Betsy Marstonis theeditorto Writers
on the Range, writersontherange.org,
an independent nonprofit dedicated to
spurring lively conversation about the
West. She was a civil rights activist in
the 1960s and lives in Paonia.
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Colorado saw fewer human-bear conflicts in 2023

By COLORADO PARKS
AND WILDLIFE

DENVER — Colorado Parks and
Wildlife received 3,526 reports of
sightings and conflicts with bears
in 2023, which is a 21 percent
decrease from the average number
of reports received in 2019-2023.
Trash continues to be the number one
source of conflicts between humans
and bears.

Ofthe 3,526 reports CPW received
in 2023, 1,795 resulted in property
damage to a shed, garage, home,
vehicle, fence, etc. Around 92 percent
of property damage reported from
bearsislinked toanattractant of some
kind, with over 51 percent linked to
trash, 20 percent tolivestock, chickens
and beehives, and 19 percent to bird
seed, petfood, barbeque grills, coolers
and refrigerators.

In 2019, CPW launched a new
bear reporting system to help wildlife
managers track and quantify bear
activity and conflicts across the state.
Thedata collectedis used to see overall
trends and identify sources of conflict
onalocalized, regional and statewide
level. Since its implementation in
April2019, CPW hasrecorded 21,310
reports of sightings and conflicts
with bears.

The data from the annual bear cycle
informs CPW’s wildlife managers
where bears are at and what they
are up to, helping CPW identify

sources of conflictand make educated
management decisions. If you see a
bear causing troublein an urbanarea,
call CPW to report it.

Inan effortto help communities co-
exist with bears, CPW provides local
Colorado communities with financial
resources to support efforts that
reduce human-bear conflicts through
its Human-Bear Conflict Reduction
Community Grant Program. Last
spring, CPWawardednearly$1million
in funding to local communities,
municipalities, businesses and
nonprofit organizations for projects
working to create innovative ways
to reduce human-bear conflicts and
keep communities safe. Follow the
links above to learn about human-
bear conflict reductions grants and
find outif your community is eligible.

“Collaboration with local
communities is vital to successfully
reducing human-bear conflicts
and CPW cannot do it alone,” said
CPW Grant Manager Travis Long,
manager of the Human-Bear Conflict
Reduction Community Grant
Program. “Without individuals and
communities taking some action and
following proper guidelines on living
with bears, the number of conflicts
will not go down. Fortunately, the
funding CPW provides can help
empower communities to take the
proper actions”

There are an estimated 17,000 to

20,000 bears in Colorado and every
year the majority of incident reports
involve bears trying to access human
food sources. 2023 was no different
with trash continuing to be the
number one source of conflicts. Other
constant sources of conflict included
birdfeeders, livestock and bears
accessing open garages and other
human-originated items that are left
unsecured. These conflicts could all
easily be reduced if the public takes
some simple stepsaround theirhomes
and properties to prevent bears from
accessing them.

Nature and human behavior play a
roleintheamountofbear activity that
we see annually. Drought conditions
and other factors that may influence
the availability of natural food crops
for bears, such as a late freeze, vary
across the state, as does the behavior
of people when it relates to human-
bear interactions.

In 2023, the majority of the East
Slopereceived adequate temperatures
and rainfall to produce natural forage
for bears. Compared to 2022, reports
ontheEastSloperemained steadywith
CPW’s Northeastregion receiving 905
reports and the Southeast regions
receiving 696 reports.

CPW'’s Northwest region has the
largest bear population in the state
and received 1,228 reports, a 35
percent reduction from the previous
year. Despite good natural forage in

MYV man sentenced to 30 months
after conviction on firearms charges

By U.S. ATTORNEY’S
OFFICE, DISTRICT OF

COLORADO

DURANGO — The U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the District of Colorado
announced Friday, Feb. 23, that Titus
Naranjo was sentenced to 30 months
in federal prison and three years of
supervised release for possessing
firearms after previously being
convicted of a felony.

Naranjo, 42, will serve his federal
sentence consecutively toa Colorado
prison sentence for a felony drug
distribution offense.

“Armed drug dealers present a
unique danger to our communities,’
said United States Attorney Cole
Finegan. “Effective coordination
between our local partners, like our
cooperation with the Monte Vista
Police Departmentand the ATF in this
case can and do result in significant
consequences and deterrence”

According to court documents,
Naranjo was a well-known drug
dealer in Monte Vista. Naranjo had
five prior drug-related convictions
dating back to 2015 in Rio Grande
County, including several felonies.

In April 2021, law enforcement
searched Naranjosresidence, yielding
alargeamount of methamphetamine.
In November of that same year,
local law enforcement encountered
Naranjo while executing a search
warrant on a house to facilitate the
arrestofanother drugdealerand gang
member. Officers found a Charter
Arms .38 special revolver in one of
Naranjo's pockets, and 14 grams of
methamphetamine in the other.

“Firearms illegally possessed
by violent felons, especially when
involved in drug activity, frequently
lead to an increase of violent crime
within our communities,” said
ATF Special Agent in Charge Brent
Beavers. “Our commitment remains
unwavering in targeting these
individuals while working hand
in hand with our law enforcement
partners to reduce violent crime””

The Monte Vista Police Department
and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives conducted
the investigation in this matter.
Assistant United States AttorneyJeffrey
Graves handled the prosecution.

“TheMonte VistaPoliceDepartment
will continue to pursue criminals in
our communities who are dealing
drugs and poisoning our citizens,”
said Monte Vista Police Chief George
Dingfelder. “Our commitment to
the community is to use all available
resources to hold these people
accountable for their crimes.”

This case is part of Project Safe

Neighborhoods (PSN), a program
bringing together all levels of law
enforcement and the communities
they serve to reduce violent crime
and gun violence, and to make our
neighborhoods safer for everyone.
On May 26, 2021, the Department
launched a violent crime reduction
strategy strengthening PSN based on
these core principles: fostering trust
and legitimacy in our communities,
supporting community-based
organizations thathelp preventviolence
fromoccurringinthefirst place, setting
focused and strategic enforcement
priorities, and measuring the results.

lll\

BUY LOCAL & |

Invest in Our Commiunity

Eat, drmllj and shop w1tl;1 a
purpose by supporting the
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Courtesy photo

Bear cub on its way to an artificial den. This cub was fitted with a GPS ear
tag supplied by Cheyenne Mountain Zoo that will allow CPW to track its

movement this spring.

the area, an unreasonable number of
bears were reported entering homes.
Reports remained steady in CPW’s
Southwest region at 697.

One concern CPW isaware of from
the publicisareluctancetoreportbear
activity over a belief it will lead to the
bear being put down. Data shows that
ofthe 3,526 reports wildlife managers
received on bears in 2023, only 1.8%
led to euthanization. The vast majority
led to wildlife officers getting involved
early enough to prevent the need to
euthanize a bear.

When CPW is made aware,
especially when conflicts first begin,
wildlife officers can educate the
community, make site visits to homes
to help them secure attractants
and can haze bears in an attempt
to reinforce their natural fear of
humans. In some circumstances,

wildlife officers can attempt to
relocate bears out of conflict areas
to alleviate safety concerns or before
that animal’s behavior escalates to a
dangerous level which may require
euthanization. However, wildlife
officers stress relocation is not a
fix-all solution as there is no way to
unteach a bear once it learns that
homes, garages or vehicles might
contain food.

Below is the number of reports and
bears euthanized and relocated by
CPW annually since 2020:

«2023: 3,526 reports, 33 relocated,
63 euthanized

¢ 2022: 4,147 reports, 59 relocated,
94 euthanized

«2021: 3,598 reports, 51 relocated,
66 euthanized

2020:4,806 reports, 1 18 relocated,
158 euthanized

Centauri 49
Centauri 42

Sierra Grande 50

Centauri 44
Centauri 70

Severence 50

San Luis Valley Scoreboard

Basketball 2023-2024
GIRLS

Class 1A
Centennial 48....................... Lake City 26
SierraGrande 54 ....................... Moffat 12
Creede B2......... ..., Antonito 25
Sangre de Cristo 58............ Centennial 16
SierraGrande 62 ...................... Creede 41
Sangre de Cristo 36........ Sierra Grande 31

Class 2A
Sanford 37 ......ceeaeeieeeeraannn.. Cotopaxi 24
Sargent 50 ... ..., Center 39
Del Norte 41 .........cceeueeeeeanannn.. Trinidad 32
Monte Vista 55................ Custer County 7
Monte Vista 40 ...................... Del Norte 30
Sanford 40 ...........cooiiiiiiiaaann... Sargent 24
Sanford 49 ........................ Monte Vista 43

Class 3A

Montezuma-Cortez 33

Class 4A
Severence 40 ............c.cueueeean..... Alamosa 29
BOYS
Class 1A
Centennial 66......................... Antonito 32
Moffat 57 ....aeeeieeeieeeeeieanannnn Creede 45
Sierra Grande 48........................ Moffat 43

Sangre de Cristo 47..

Class 2A
Sanford 65 ..............o.e........... Trinidad 28
Del Norte 53 ... ..., Cotopaxi 51
Sargent45 .................... Custer County 32
Monte Vista 55 ........cceeeenennn..... Center 26
Sanford 59 ..., Del Norte 30
Monte Vista 41 ........................ Sargent 36
Sanford 57 .......ccaeeaennnn.... Monte Vista 37

.............. Alamosa 47

Crested Butte 12

Centennial 40
Sangre de Cristo 42

Ignacio 27
Crested Butte 38
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SLV Health receives 2023 Lighthouse Award

By SLVHEALTH

ALAMOSA — Some hard work,
dedication to patient care, and
revamped processes led to San
Luis Valley Health receiving a 2023
Lighthouse Award from the American
Excess Insurance Exchange.

Alongwith theaward wasa $12,000
check. SLV Health was recognized
for its outstanding achievement
in “Reducing Length of Stay for
Improved Patient Outcomes.” This
national award celebrates excellence
through innovation and SLVH is
one of five award winners promoting
patient safety.

“Our team identified reducing
hospital length of stay as a top
priority, not only because it helps
to enhance access and availability
of healthcare resources for our
community members most in need,
but it also reduces patient exposures
to safety concerns that can occur
due to longer stays in hospitals,” says
Christine Hettinger-Hunt, Chief
Operating Officer for San Luis Valley
Health.

SLVH team members identified
workflow and communication
improvements and will use the
fundingaward tobenefitboth staffand
patients. Theyagreed to purchase new
whiteboards for the patient rooms

and all units at both the Regional
Medical Center in Alamosa and
Conejos County Hospital in La Jara.
These boards will allow for improved
communication between the patient
and care team during their hospital
stay and allow for the care team to
learn more about the unique needs
of each patient receiving care.

To round out the purchase, SLVH
employees have been contributing
to a “Pay It Forward” account via
personal payroll deduction and other
donations to help support patients
with unmet needs. Over the years,
employees at SLV Health have been
generously donating toward this
fund, which has supported various

Courtesy photo
Left to right, SLV Health’s Audrey Reich Loy, Director of Program Operations; Christine Hettinger-Hunt, Chief
Operating Officer; Justin Buchholz, DO, Medical Director for the Hospitalist Teams; Felicia Garcia, Discharge
Planner; and Amber Marquez, Director of Nursing, RMC Med Surg and ICU.

patient-focused projects. The award “This is a perfect opportunity for us caringforthose patients,” commented
match from this account will allow to use some of these funds to benefit Kelly Gurule, Director of the SLVH
SLV Health to upgrade the boards. both patients and the staff who are Foundation.

More than 70% of Colorado pedestrian fatalities occur in dark conditions

By COLORADO have been the months when most
DEPARTMENT OF pedestrian fatalities occurred.
TRANSPORTATION “Pedestrians don’t go away when

it gets dark out, especially this time
of year when the sun sets early and
rises late,” said CDOT’s Office of
Transportation Safety
Director Darrell
Lingk. “We need
a collective
commitment
from every road
user to prioritize
safety. Be alert,
beaware of your
surroundings
and treat driving
like the immense
responsibility it is”

In the last decade,
pedestrian fatalities
in Colorado have
surged by 96%, with
a 16% increase
between 2022 and
2023.

CDOT is urging
individuals and
local communities to
make pedestrian safety a

priority. This can be achieved
through slower speeds and improved
infrastructure, particularly at

PROFESSIONAL

Accordingto datarecently released
by CDOT, pedestrian fatalities
soared to a record high in 2023,
representing 18.6%
of Colorado’s total
roadway deaths. The
majority of the past
year’s pedestrian
deaths occurred
at night or
during low-light
conditions. With
nearly three
more weeks of
short winter  days and
extended darkness, CDOT
is urging drivers to be
cautiousandalertwhile
driving at night.

Approximately 74%
of the pedestrian
fatalities recorded
last year occurred at
night or in low-light
conditions. October had
the highest number of
pedestrian deaths with 33
fatalities in one month. Over the past
four years, October and November

Call 852-3531

intersections where pedestrians
Cross.

CDOT is actively investing in
infrastructure projects to improve
pedestrian safety and accessibility
as part of the agency’s commitment
to equity in transportation safety.
Examples include:

o The Boulder County CO 119
Safety and Mobility project focuses
on a popular cycling route and
incorporates protected bike lanes
and features to enhance pedestrian
safety.

« The CO 121 Signal Improvements
project in Jefferson County
replaced antiquated traffic signals
with modern equipment, added
pedestrian-focused signage and
made improvements for people
with disabilities by installing ADA-
compliant ramps.

CDOT’s Revitalizing Main Streets
program further underscores the
commitment to community-driven
safety enhancements, with over $75
million awarded through community
grants.

o In Fruita, the Mesa Street
Multimodal Improvements
project will create a slow-speed
transportation corridor that
accommodates pedestrians, cyclists,
and vehicles, safely connecting
downtown Fruita.

o In Basalt, the program supports
the Midland Avenue Streetscape
Revitalization, which will enhance
pedestrian space, create public
gathering areas, and invigorate the
economic and cultural center of the
historic community.

Don’t Waste Your Pain

Over the years, I've spoken with a
lot of people who have gotten stuck
in their place of pain. Whether they
were abused as a child or suffered
from other disappointments in life,
they allowed it to keep them from
moving forward.

Painful experiences can leave
us bitter, offended and focused on
the people who have harmed us.
However, just because someone
treated us wrong, it doesn’t give us
the license to treat them wrong.

In fact, when we decide to “pay
people back” in this way, we're doing
the exact opposite of what God’s
Word says to do. Making progress
means giving up all offense, hatred,
pain, and unforgiveness.

The Lord has used Psalm 37:1-3
(AMP) to literally change my life.
It says, “Do not worry because of
evildoers, nor be envious toward
wron%doers; for they will wither
qﬁlick y like the grass, and fade like
the green herb. Trust [rely on and
have confidence] in the Lord and do
good...”

When someone harms or treats
us unfairly in some way, our first
inclination is to want to get revenge.
But if we continue to focus on
the injustice and the person who
wronged us, it will eat us up on the
inside.

I often say that holding a grudge
and staying bitter is like takin
poison and hoping your enemy wi
die. It is useless!

I really want you to remember
this: Life is not fair, and everything
that happens to you is not fair, but
God is fair. And if you place your
trust in Him and do things His way,
He will make it up to you (many
times over!) and use what happened
for your good.

So, what is “God’s way”? Psalm
37:3dholds the key: trust God and do

ood....
& First, we must trust God with our
situation. In the midst of the pain, in
the midst of betrayal, rejection, or

disappointment, we need to say:

“God, 1 don’t  understand
everything that’s happened, but I
know You are good. Your Word says
You are my Vindicator and that You
will make wrong things right. I give
my situation to You, asking You to
fight on my behalf as I continue to
seek You and go about helping other
people”

Now, the second part is just as
important: do good.

I really believe this is our secret
weapon. Romans 12:21 says that we
“overcome evil with good In fact,
we will never move beyond our pain
if we repay evil for evil.

The enemy’s goal is for us to feel
sorry for ourselves and get consumed
with our own problems. But during
these times, the greatest thing we
can do is turn our focus outward and
help others with their needs.

I believe when we continue to
trust God and remain determined to
be good to others even while were
hurting, there’s nothing the enemy
can do to stop us.

The truth is, life isn’t always
going to turn out the way we want.
Jesus Himself said that we will have
tribulation. However, even when bad
things happen—even when we suffer
disappointments and setbacks we
didn’t see coming—God wants to use
it for our good.

In fact, the Lord wants us to
let Him use our challenges and
difficulties as opportunities to help
us grow strong in Him. Look what it
says in Habakkuk 3:19 (AMPC):

The Lord God is my strength [my
source of courage, my invincible
army]; He has made my feet [steady
and sure] like hinds’” feet and makes
me walk [forward with spiritual
confidence] on my high places [of
challenge and responsibility].

I believe God is saying, “Don’t
waste your pain!” If you al% w Him,
He wilYuse your challenging times to
“make your feet steady and sure” and

Moving Up Higher
with

Joyce

M ]
trust Him like never before.

Each thing we go throuﬁh helps
equip us for our next challenge.
Having experience and going
through things also help us live
courageously. We learn that we
can endure difficulties, and that
knowledge helps us not to fear the
future.

Maybe you've been hanging on
to some deep emotional wounds
that occurred years ago, and it’s
preventing you from taking that next
step forward. Or maybe some recent
disappointments have caused you to
want to throw in the towel and give
up on the process.

I'm not sure where you are today,
but I do know this: Iz,you will put
your trust in God and do things
His way, He can take even the worst
things that have happened and work
them out for your good.

=

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
three-part teaching resource Burnt
But Not Bitter. You can also contact us
to receive our free ma;azine, Enjoying
Everyday Life, by calling (8005 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling “author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She
has authored more than 140 books,
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE
MIND and OVERCOMING EVERY
PROBLEM (FaithWords). She hosts
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TV programs, which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit www.joycemeyer.
org.

%’lease note: The views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the resrpective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer
Ministries.
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SLV Seed Exchange celebrating food sovereignty, self-reliance, and community

By JOHN WATERS

SAGUACHE COUNTY —The
14th Annual San Luis Valley
Seed Exchange is gearing up for
a fantastic event on March 30 and
31. This event continues to be an
important community gathering
to share seeds, knowledge, and
enthusiasm for promoting the
mission of making our community
more resilient and food secure.

The SLV Seed Exchange is
at Joyful Journey Hot Springs
Spa in Saguache County. The
gathering offers many opportunities
for attendees to engage in the
vibrant local food, gardening, and
agricultural communities of the San
Luis Valley. Activities will start at
10 a.m. each day, and end at 5 p.m.
on Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday.

The event is a cornerstone
of the region’s commitment to
sustainability, biodiversity, and
community resilience. This year’s
event continues the tradition with
an exciting lineup of educational
speakers, vendors, and attractions
for plantand gardening enthusiasts.
This year’s theme is “Wild Foods &
Medicines of the Valley.”

Jae Sanders, executive director
of the seed exchange told the
Valley Courier the exchange began
in Saguache County, “Where
neighbors showed up and brought
their seeds and they went through
them, traded and brought them
home. That tradition hasbeen kept
alive, now it is just a much bigger
event. The community can come,
bring their seeds, leave them on
the tables and people can collect
whatever they want and bring
them home. This is a great, big
seed swap.”

“One of the things I and the
board want to highlight is, we think
there should be more food and seed
sovereignty in the region. That is
why I have been doing this for six
years, Iwantour community to have
access to food and have that food
grown here. This is really about
enabling, inspiring and educating
people on providing for themselves
and their community,” said Sanders.

“That is what this event is about.
This is a great opportunity to lift
up food production and help our
neighbors by sharing. That is why

this event is free, the educational
speakers are free.

“Food sovereignty isabig deal; we
need to support our local farmers
and ranchers if we want to have
any say in our food system. I'm a
local farmer-rancher advocate and
thelocal foods coalition has done a
lot to support the seed exchange”

The event is free and there will
be vendors selling food related
items-and food will be available
for purchase.

Sanders is grateful to the many
supporters and sponsors of the
event including Joyful Journey Hot
Springs, Saguache County, San Luis
Valley REC Energy Foundation,
Saguache County Tourism Council,
Crestone Energy Fair, Mountainside
Realtyand, the San Luis Valley Local
Foods Coalition.

“It takes a community to put this
on, and this builds the community
that is out there. This is about the
community connections that get
made and the chance interactions
people have. Everyone just loves
it, they bump into neighbors they
haven’t seen, and share seeds, this
is a niche group; people who are
gardening, or growing food. This
is just a really sweet event.”

Highlights of this year’s event
include:

« Local Vendors: Explore a variety
of offerings from local artisans,
growers, and producers showcasing
the best of what the San Luis Valley
has to offer. Sanders said she expects
to have between 25 and 30 vendors.

» Food Options: Enjoy delicious
food offerings crafted from locally
sourced ingredients, highlighting
the rich flavors of the region.

o Seed Swap Table: Participate
in the time-honored tradition
of exchanging seeds, fostering
biodiversity, and promoting the
preservation of heirloom varieties.

e« Door Prizes: Anyone in
attendance is eligible for a chance
to win exciting prizes generously
provided by event sponsors and
supporters.

o Speaker Series: Dig into
the theme of “Wild Foods &
Medicines of the Valley” with
engaging presentations from eight
knowledgeable speakers, offering
insights into the rich botanical

PuBLIC NOTICES

Request For Proposal (RFP) Trash and Rubbish Removal

In response to the Saguache County Nuisance Ordinance, Saguache County is seeking con-
tractors for the removal of and disposal of trash, rubbish, debris and assorted waste materials
from land located in Saguache County. This shall include, but not be limited to, the removal
and disposal of vehicles, trailers, buil(i]ing materials, trash, debris, and various materials that
require removal. This position shall be on call or as needed. Bids should include, but not be
limited to, hourly rates, and the rate for special material removal that may not be allowed for
disposal in a land fill or conventional waste facility. Salvageable materials (excluding vehi-
cles) may be kept by the contractor. Any salvaged vehicles must be taken to the designated
vehicle area that will be located at the Saguache County Landfill. If hazardous materials are
located, it will be up to the County to contract for that service.

For questions, please email Amber Wilson at atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov or call 719-
655-2321. Proposal may be emailed, mailed or hand delivered. Email RFP to atorrez@sa-
§uachecounty-co. ov, mail to PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or hand deliver to 505 3rd

treet, Saguache, CO 81149.

No. 1695 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29,
2024.

Saguache County Board of Commissioners
Seeks Saguache County Planning Commission Members

Saguache County Board of Commissioners are seeking members and alternates from:

La Garita/Center area - member and alternate

Town of Center and surrounding area — alternate
Moftat and surrounding area - alternate

Hooper and surrounding area - member and alternate
At Large for All of Saguache County - alternate
Crestone and surrounding area — alternate

The representative must be a property owner or property manager and reside in the area
they are interested in representing. Regular member terms are for three years and the
alternate terms are for one year.

Saguache County Planning Commission meets on the last Thursday of each month in the
Road and Bridge meeting room. The Planning Commission may also have work sessions
throughout each month to work on the Saguache County Master Plan and different items.

Saguache County Planning Commission members and alternates are paid $100 for every
regular meeting they attend, plus mileage reimbursement.

If you are interested, please send a brief letter of interest stating qualifications and interest to:
Saguache County Land Use, Attn: Amber Wilson, PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 prior
to Thursday, February 29%, 2024. All applicants will be interviewed by the Board of County
Commissioners. Should you have any questions please call Amber Wilson at 719-655-2321.

No. 1696 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 8, 15, 22 and 29,
2024.

heritage of the region. Spanish
interpretation will be available for
the speaker series happening in
the yurt.

Sanders said she is excited that
this year the event will have eight
speakers including the following:

o Dr. Kristy L. Duran is a sixth-
generation native to the San Luis
Valley. As a professor at Colorado
Mesa University, she worked with
the CSU Extension Office to create
the Ute Ethnobotany Garden
and will speak about plants and
ethnobotany of the San Luis Valley.
Duran also taught at Adams State
University and is currently on
the faculty at Metropolitan State
University in Denver.

o Tylor Berreth is a mycologist
who owns Saguache-based Alpine
Valley Mushrooms with his wife
Danielle. Tylor will speak about
Wild Mushrooms in the San Luis
Valley.

o Teresa de Jesus Vigil is a rural
herbal practitioner who is familiar
with natural healing methods
traditional in the upper Rio Grande
bioregion. She will speak about
Reflections on Herbal Use by Our
Ancestors. Sanders said she is
looking forward to recording de
Jesus Vigil and it may be the first
time anyone has recorded her.

o The seed exchange will include
a Community Sharing Hour: Take
the stage and share your passion,
projects, Oor announcements
with fellow attendees during
this interactive session dedicated
to community engagement and
collaboration.

o Discount Soaking at Joyful
Journey: The event program
contains a $2 coupon for soaking

7

at Joyful Journey Hot Springs Spa.
The organizers of the seed
exchange are actively seeking
sponsors. Various sponsorship
levels are available, providing
businesses and organizations the
chance to show their support
for community-based initiatives
and sustainable agriculture. For
sponsorship inquiries, contact Ame
Warnerat719-207-2597 or via email
at marketing@jjhotsprings.com.
Volunteers are needed to help
throughout the event. To sign up as
a volunteer or vendor or for more
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Courtesy photo
Local mycologist Tylor Berreth will speak about Wild Mushroomsin the San
Luis Valley and Their Medicinal Use at the San Luis Valley Seed Exchange
March 30 and 31 at Joyful Journey Hot springs in Saguache County.

information, reach out to Sanders
at 575-999-5319 or slvseedex@
gmail.com.

For those interested in becoming
the Executive Director of the
San Valley Seed Exchange, email
Sanders at the email address above.

Stay informed about the latest
updates regarding speakers,
sponsors, and vendors by visiting
www.SLVSE.org. The San Luis
Valley Seed Exchange is a nonprofit
and donations can be made via their
website or at the seed exchange
event.

Coverage for cleanings, fillings, crowns — even dentures! Get
dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

&

Helps cover No deductible, 100% preventive
over 400 no annual care when you
procedures maximum see in-network

provider

Get your FREE Information Kit

It's easy! Call today

1-833-643-1677

or go to DentalSOPlus.com/Monvis

Here™s ine infarmation
Vou feguesiad an Dental insurangs

Podvelfortarrs nod auslabie m 40 slatey. Coalact ut fot complele Boladt atoul this masrance solditation. To find & nelwoek provider, 0o o plysiciamsmuluat cosyTind-genlm ). T specilic olfed nal avallablein 00, WY,
Y, WA - call D004 o respond for o Similar ofler i your state Corificate COSATBAES, CIG0WBACE (I CIGAR: P C2S4PAE astance Policy PESABAES MECTBATHGL PSS (K PRSAOK; TIE PEATR),
&34T




Thursday, February 29, 2024

Center Post-Dispatch

Page 7A

B A R OZ Continued from Page 1A

special prosecutor, Fred Johnson
assigned from the Boulder District
Attorney’s Office, the life sentences
will be served consecutively, totaling
200 years sentencing Baroz to
spending the rest of his life in prison.

Baroz went through the court
proceedings with, initially, three co-
defendants: his brother, Julius Baroz,
33, Franciso Ramirez, 41, and C.J.
Dominguez, 31.

Dominguez reached an agreement
with prosecutors in December of
2022 when he entered a guilty plea
of tampering with a deceased human
body, which severed him from the case.

However, Julius Barozand Ramirez
remained as co-defendants until
Monday’s resolution with the
prosecution.

Julius Baroz pleaded guilty to
conspiracy to commit murder in the
first degree of Myron Martinez, which
will carry a prison sentence of 16-25
years with 5 years mandatory parole.

Ramirez pleaded guilty to three
counts of tampering with deceased
human bodies, where he will be
sentenced to eight years in the
Department of Corrections for each
sentence to be served consecutively.

All resolutions reached on Monday
were entered after Adre Baroz’s plea of
not guilty by reason of insanity (NRGI)
was withdrawn. On April 29, 2022,
Barozhad entered the NRGIplea, which
beganaprotracted period of22 months
where two psychological evaluations —
thesecond onerequested by thedefense
— led to a series of continuance after

MAYOR

Continued from Page 1A
Dentler also said couple of town
clean up days were in the works. He
added that he would like to talk with
the town trustees to organize projects
that were low cost but could help the
community in other areas.

“I am excited to hear from the
trustees about this, to see what they
have come up with, and what ideas
they have about this,” he said.

Dentler also spoke about Hooper’s
three major annual events.

“We have our Hooper Picnic on
June 29, from 1 to 4 p.m. The trustees
and I do this for the community,
with lunch for everybody in the
community. We also do face painting
and other fun things too. So, we are
excited about that”

Dentler said Hooper Fest is set for
Oct. 5 from 1 to 5 p.m.

“This is our fall festival. We have
vendors that come out and sell
merchandise. Wealso have taco trucks
thatcome out. Thatsalwaysa fun time
for everyone,” he said.

To wrap up the year, Hooper has a
holiday party.

“This year it will be Dec. 7, at 6
p.m. We always try to give back to the
community right before the holiday
season. We are excited about that
too,” he said.

Dentler said his vision for 2024 is
community.

“Having each other’s backs in the
community and looking out for one
another is really important to me,’
he said. “What happens is, we don't
know our neighbors, or our neighbors’
neighbors. We also dont talk, even
though we live so closely together. So,
having that camaraderie again, and
having people talkand get out of their
houses and hang out together again.
This is something that I really want
to draw towards in the community.
Thisis one of the reasons that I ran for
mayor, with such a small community
I really thought we could make a
difference and have an impact on the
community, you know.”

continuance due to delays in getting
the evaluations completed.

Finally, several months ago, Judge
Gonzales stated that “enough was
enough” and the case needed to
proceed in a timely manner. In fact,
today’s proceeding was slated as a
hearing, based on the assumption that
the results of the second evaluation
hadbeen completed and in possession
of both defense and the prosecution.

When Judge Gonzales entered the
courtroom, counsel requested to meet
in chambers and Gonzales said, “the
casewasheadedinadifferentdirection”

AsGonzalesread each pleadeal, he
asked Johnson ifthe victims — in this
case, members of the families of the
five people Baroz murdered — had
any objections to the agreements that
hadbeenreached. Although there was
mention of some opposition to Julius
Baroz pleading guilty to conspiracy
with other charges dismissed, Johnson
said that, with the sentence enhancer
thatincreased Julius Baroz’s sentence,
the family was satisfied.

This case originally garnered
national attention when, in late
November of 2020, the deceased
remains of human beings were found
in two separate burn pits in the
small town of Los Sauces in Conejos
County. At that time, Adre Baroz was

identified asasuspectasthe Colorado
Bureau of Investigation, along with
local law enforcement from Conejos,
Alamosa and Rio Grande Counties
and agencies in New Mexico, began
a manhunt.

On Nov. 19, 2020, Baroz, who
already had several outstanding
warrants in Alamosa for failure to
appear on a drug related charge, was
taken into custody in Gallup, N.M.

Back in the Valley, investigators
immediately began interviewing
peopleassociated with Barozand soon
builtacasethatled to hisinitial charge
in the murder of Selena Esquibel.

Sentencing for Julius Baroz and
Francisco Ramirez is scheduled for
May 3, atwhich time victims — should
they so choose — may address the
court directly as well as individuals
who may choose to speak on behalf
of any of the defendants.

“These pleasrepresentatremendous
victory for justice in the Valley;” wrote
District Attorney Anne Kellyinan email
to the Valley Courier. “Tam thrilled that
we can deliver a result for the families
of these victims that may help them
movethrough their nightmare. Icannot
express enough how appreciative our
communityisforthetirelessandfearless
work of our law enforcement team in
achieving this result”

F R I E N D S Continued from Page 1A m—

from SLV Fast Friends and want to say
thank you to Mr. Garner for supporting
our kids and music,” Duran said.

Garner was all smiles as he handed
the check to Duran inside of the music
classroom at Sangre de Cristo High
School.

“T'am tickled to make this donation
tothemusicdepartment,” Garner said.
“I'was aband kid. I started when I was
8 years old. All through grade school,
junior high and high school I played
in the band. I have been a band kid
forever. I think band is beneficial to
kids, it teaches them a lot of skills that
they can use. They get a chance to do
somethingfor themselves that matters,
like asolo or something, too.Iam very
happyabout making thisdonation,and
would encourage others, if they are
able, to make one to the school, too”

Garner is no stranger to donations
and supporting Valley projects. Garner
hasdirected many different non-profit
organizations and enjoys helping
children succeed.

Garner has lived in many different
areasand raised moneyto help families
with children whoareilland terminally
ill, with different expenses and things
they might need. Garner has also
donated money to help 4-H clubs,
and the Monte Vista Kids Connection.

Garner started SLV Fast Friends

after having another non-profit
organization with a similar name Fast
Friends. Garner had decided to close
down SLV Fast Friends, dueto personal
reasons, but wanted to make a final
donation to a worthy cause.

“I held the event Dragging Main to
help 4-H students last year;” Garner
said. “T have decided to close out SLV
Fast Friends and wanted to donate to
somestudentswho couldreallyuse the
help. I was talking to my wife, and she
mentioned the music department at
Sangre de Cristo High School”

Garner said that after talking to
Duran, he felt good about making
the donation because Duran had
mentioned that the department only
hadabudget ofabout $300 for the class.

“My kids went to school at Sangre
de Cristo, and they didn’t have a music
department then,” Garner said. “So, in
talking to the principal, the teachers,
thesuperintendent,and hearingabout
the budget, I figured that making this
donation was just the right thing to
do. I gave the department a check for
$2,000”

Garner said that he’s hoping that
the department can use the money
to help the kids travel, and to repair
instruments. He hopes others can be
“sympathetic to the cause” and help
the students in the music department.

BRADY STAGNER
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Spring

By HIGH VALLEY
COMMUNITY CENTER

DEL NORTE — February is
almost over!

As we roll into March, we are
gearing up for another incredible
month of fun and learning
experiences. Spring Break is right
around the corner, so we will be
stuffingas much fun into these next
couple of weeks as we can!

Soccer season is upon us!
Registration is now closed, but
practices will begin mid-March.
Games will be every Saturday,
beginning April 6 and ending
May 11. All our games will be at
Chapman Park in Monte Vista this

around the corner

is right

year. We would love to see you
cheering us on at our games!

Last week, all the kiddos
bundled up and made the trek to
Creede for a Snow Day! We played
atthe hockey ponds and explored
the Creede Mining Museum. We
are so thankful for the volunteers
at the museum who educated our
kiddos.

We are looking forward to the
week ahead of us and getting to
spend more time with the youth
of our community. If you are
interested in volunteering with
HVCCtohangoutwithourkiddos,
please stop by and talk to us!

Have a great week!

Are you interested in being a

CONTRIBUTED

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Petitions
for the nomination of director
candidates for the San Luis Valley
Rural Electric Cooperative (SLVREC)
are now available. Members can find
information online at slvrec.com
(About Us tab, “Annual Meeting”).

For a petition packet, call Michelle
Trujillo at 852-3538 or email
mtrujillo@slvrec.com to have a
petition packet mailed or pick up at
SLVRECs office at 3625 US Highway
160 West, Monte Vista.

At the June 11, SLVREC Annual
Meeting, two directors will be elected:
one from Costilla County, District

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

2 and one from Alamosa County,
District 4.

Completed petitions must include
15 valid SLVREC member signatures
and be returned to SLVREC no
later than Thursday, April 11, (or
Thursday, April 4 to have a brief bio
included in the Annual Report). It is
recommended to obtain 20 signatures
in the event that any of the signatures
are invalid. Call Trujillo at 719-852-
3538, with any questions.

Ifyoureinterested in havinga brief
bio included in the Annual Report
and online, contact Jennifer Alonzo
at jalonzo@slvrec.com by Thursday,
April 4.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
CRAWL SPACE REPAIR
COMCRETE LIFTING
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The 41st annual Crane Festival is flying into Monte Vista on March 8-10. The festival is collaborative effort of
the Friends of the San Luis Valley National Wildlife Refuges, the City of Monte Vista, the Monte Vista Chamber

member Of the SLVREC Board? of Commerce, and the San Luis Valley National Wildlife Complex.

C R OW D S Continued from Page 1A e ———_—_—_——————

Saturday, and from 9 a.m. to noon
on Sunday.

Bus-guided crane tours will be
available during the festival and new
thisyear, the festival will offer Spanish
language bus tours. The new tours
will help the festival reach a larger
audience. Tickets must be reserved,
to ensure a spot on the tour.

There will be morning, afternoon,
and evening crane tours during the
festival. The tours will leave the Ski-Hi
grounds and will be led by specialists
who will speak about Sandhill Cranes
and other birds as the tour proceeds
to the Monte Vista National Wildlife

Refuge.

A special access tour of the Blanca
Wetlands is also scheduled.

Drive-yourself-toursat Trinchera
Ranch and Home Lake are also
available. All tours will be expert
led; the Home Lake Tour will feature
John Rawinski, alocal ornithologist
and author, who will share his
expertise on local birds and where
to find them. This tour will involve
some walking, less than a mile on
level ground.

The Trinchera Ranch tour is a half-
day tour which will allow attendees
to learn more about forestry, wildlife,

and fisheries. Visit mvcranefest.org,
for more information on specific
times, costs and to register.

The Monte Vista Crane Festival is
a unique event for all different ages
of people.

The Sandhill Cranes are known
to roost and feed at the Monte
Vista Wildlife Refuge. In the past,
attendees have enjoyed viewing and
taking pictures of the cranes, early
morning when the sun is rising and
early evening while the sun is setting.

For more information and to
register for events, visit mvcranefest.
org.
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In February, members of South
Fork Fire Rescue participated
in extrication training at the
station. Thanks to the dona-
tion of three vehicles, mem-
bers were able to split into
small groups and go through
hands-on medical scenarios,
patient triage and using tools
to extricate patients. Following
the regular training, members
utilized the extrication tools
for a team building game in the
station to get the ball through
the maze to the finish line.

Photos courtesy of South Fork Fire Rescue

SFFR extrication training

Mule deer buck as sunset.

Photo courtesy of Wayne D. Lewis/CPW

Application period for Colorado
big-game licenses begins March 1

By COLORADO PARKS

AND WILDLIFE

DENVER — Hunters hoping to
drawabiggamelicensein Coloradoin
2024 are urged to review the changes
inlicenserequirementsand feesin the
2024 Colorado Big Game brochure
prior to the March 1 opening of the
primary draw application period
(March 1-April 2).

CPW encourages hunters to submit
their applications early to avoid
complicationsor delays. Get prepared
ahead of time so that if problems do

arise, CPW staff membershaveample
time to assist you. Visit our hunting
statistics web page for information
from previous draws to help maximize
your draw potential.

Importantinformation for hunters
to take note of this season includes

Nonresident license allocation
modified

Big-game license allocation for
bear, deer, elk and pronghorn has
been modified from 65% for residents
and 35% for nonresidents to 75% for

Please see CPW on Page 7

Great Sand Dunes seeks artist to lead Workshop Oct. 5

CONTRIBUTED

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Great Sand Dunes is accepting
artist proposals to lead a public program or workshop in
their chosen medium (painting, photography, sculpture,
music, dance, writing, etc.) on Saturday, Oct. 5.

This is an opportunity for an artist to gain exposure for
their work and share their work with participants in a free
workshop or program.

The selected artist may also be able to exhibit one or two
pieces of their work or conduct a performance at the visitor
center in a future year.

The artist will be reimbursed for lodging and round-trip
mileage. The workshop and information about the artist’s
work will also be featured in a press release and the park’s
social media and website.

To apply, write a summary of your proposed workshop or
program (one page or less), along with samples of your work in
the form of digital images or a website link to patrick_myers@
nps.gov Applications must be received by March 31.

Learn more about artists at Great Sand Dunes at www.nps.
gov/grsa/getinvolved/artist-opportunities.htm.

In this 2023 NPS photo, artist Nancy Arbuthnot leads partic-
ipants in sketching the dunes and mountains in preparation
for making their own handmade haiku/watercolor book.

Photo courtesy of NPS
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| county L,'n e Is your Lawn and Garden Equipment up to the Challenge of another
s ¢ year of use? If not, come see us for repairs while lead times are short.
Mall Engine Rep2' Current lead time is 1 week. We also sell New and Used Equipment.

719-589-6466
4521 E. County Rd. 12 S.
La Jara
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By HIGH VALLEY
COMMUNITY CENTER
DELNORTE — Last week was a
little different than usual with Del
Norte School going sledding on
Wednesday, holding student-
led conferenceson Frlday
and taking a day off
on Monday.
The kids were
incredibly excited
to have a week full
of fun and no
school, but we
think everybody
might be ready for
consistencyin their scheduleagain.
High Valley Community Center
haslots of fun planned for our little
friends! We have a snow day in
Creede on Friday, Feb. 23. Make
sure to send your kiddo with lots
of warm clothing so they can stay
nice and toasty.
This past week, we learned a

Let’s get back to our
normal routine

M

lot about art and how to create
our own masterpieces! From a
reproduction of the Choir of Angels
to creating origami frogs out of
paper and racing them, the kids got
to have hands-on experience
with developing their
creativity.
Don't forget that
we offer tutoring
to grades 7-12
every Tuesday,
Wednesday and
Friday! We are
at Del Norte High
School on Tuesday
and Wednesday from 4-5 p.m. and
HVCC on Friday from 10 a.m.-12
p-m. Snacks provided!

We would love to see you at
HVCC! If you have any questions
about what we do or are interested
in volunteering, please stop by and
say hi.

Have a great week!

SACNHA 2024 youth
programs applications
now open

SACNHA is
recruiting SLV youth
for annual programs

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — The Sangre de Cristo
National Heritage Area (SACNHA)
is now accepting applications from
studentsthroughout the San Luis Valley
to participate in its two annual youth
programs, the Heritage Camp and
the Caminos del Valle Youth Walking
Tours.

Both are free programs used to
educate local San Luis Valley youth
on the history, heritage, culture, and
traditions of the Heritage Area, which
encompasses Alamosa, Conejos, and
Costilla counties.

The Heritage Camp is a week-long
program held every first week of
June for middle and high school aged
students to visit historic and heritage
siteswithin thethree counties. Students

are provided with meals, transportation
around the southern half of the Valley,
and interpretation by local historians
and educators at each site they visit.

The Youth Walking Tours is a
program for high school students.
Students research three sites around
the Heritage Area and then lead a
supervised walking tour of the site
for the general public. Students earn a
stipend for their work,and are provided
with a public speaking course, a CPR
and First Aid course, and a self-defense
course.

All students interested in learning
more about local history and heritage,
or future careers in historical or
environmental preservation are
encouraged to apply. SACNHA will be
accepting applications for the Youth
Walking Tours from Feb. 1 until
March 1. Heritage Camp applications
will be accepted from Feb. 1 until May
15. Applications for both programs
are available on SACNHA’s website:
sangreheritage.org/education.
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Full or Part
Tlme starting
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“The place has
really good
pizzaata
good price! We
demolished two
large pizzas in
no time.”
— haydenb442

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!
3048=2 Highway 160, South Fork

Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

EaSY Online To-Go Orders:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Rio Grande Hospital earns
Top 100 Critical Access
Hospital Award

CONTRIBUTED

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande
Hospital (RGH) in Del Norte
recently announced it has been
recognized as a 2024 Top 100
Critical Access Hospital by The
Chartis Center for Rural Health.
Chartis’ annual Top 100 award
program recognizes outstanding
performance among the nation’s
rural hospitals based on the results
of the Chartis Rural Hospital
Performance INDEX.

Arlene Harms, RGH CEO said,
“We are pleased to be recognized
again. I believe it speaks to our
commitment to providing quality
care to our communities with
consistency and compassion. Rio
Grande Hospital has a great team
that ’'m very proud of”

Now in its 14th year, the INDEX
istheindustry’s most comprehensive
and objective assessment of rural
hospital performance. Featuring

a methodology
utilizing publicly
available data,
the INDEX
is leveraged
nationwide by
rural hospitals,
health systems
with rural
affiliates, hospital
associations, and
stateofficesofrural
health to measure
and monitor
performance
across a variety
ofareasimpacting
hospital operations and finance.
“During an era of profound
uncertainty for rural healthcare, the
Top 100 rural hospitals continue to
provideauniquelens through which
we can identify innovation and
inspiration for how to deliver high
qualitycaretoincreasinglyvulnerable

O

H
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Rio Grande

LIN

a non-profit organization

populations,” said Michael Topchik,
National Leader, The Chartis Center
for Rural Health. “We're delighted
to be able to recognize all this year’s
Top 100 but especially the more than
40 first-time recipients across both
categories. It’s wonderful to see so
many new facilities join the ranks
of our Top 100 alumni”

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING e DUMPSTERS © ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE e SOUTH FORK ¢ DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

CLUES ACROSS

1. Flat tableland with steep
edges

5. Byproduct of fire

10. Talked

12. Unique skill

14. Unembarrassed

16. Where teenagers go
18. Boxing’s GOAT

19. Used to anoint

20. Reproductive structure
found in rust fungi

22. Auburn great Newton
23. Some are for Christmas
25. Dried, split pulses

26. Self

27.Where to get your mail
28. High schoolers’ test

30. Flightless bird

31. Expectorated

33. Practice of misrepresenting
the truth

35.Type of patch

37. French river

38.Told on

40. Hillside

41. Peyton’s little brother
42. Soviet Socialist Republic

44, Progressive country
musician

45. Witness

48. Brews

50. Yellowish-brown

52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
53. Mexican agave
55.Type of “cast”

Solution to last week’s puzzle

713|16§415]912|1]8
815|19]6|11]1217|4]|3
114]12])3]|8|7]5]|9]6
41851719131 ]6]|2
219]11]8|16]|514|3|7
316|7§2)14]1]19(|8]5
512]|8]1|3|4]6]|7]9
6(71419]12|8]3|5]1
911]|3]5]|7]16]18|2]|4

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9

12 13

63 |64

65

66

67

56. Popular breakfast food
57. Atomic #52

58. Position north or south of
the equator

63. Gadget
65. Another recording

66. Irregular bulges in cell
membranes

67.Dark brown
CLUES DOWN
1. Licensed for Wall Street
2. Partner to flow
3. A very large body of water

4, Accéumulate on the surface
o]

5. Central cores of stems
6. Angry
7. Spanish stew: __ podrida
8. Fastened with a pin
9.0On your way: __ route
10. Soviet labor camp system
11. Enmities
13. B complex vitamin
15. Go quickly
17.Toast

18. A team’s best pitcher
21. Philly culinary specialty
23. Small child

24. Unhappy

27.Trims away

29. Full of tears
32.Touch softly

34. Former OSS

35. A person’s chest

36. Came from behind
39. Fall back

40. Nellie __, journalist

43, A part of a river where the
current is very fast

44. Weather

46. Sports broadcaster lan
47. Electroencephalograph
49. Phenyl salicylate
51.Web of Things

54, Ship goods as cargo
59.The bill in a restaurant
60. Young female

61.0J trial judge

62. One’s grandmother
64. West Siberian river
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05 Notices
We buy antler: Use code “ELK17”
and you will get $17/Ib for Elk
Grade A and $12/1b for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted

Elementary Behavior Inter-
ventionist / School Assessment
Coordinator / Response to In-
tervention Coordinator needed
at Del Norte Elementary School
for the 2024-2025 school year. We
are seeking a hardworking and
enthusiastic teaching professional
to join our dynamic, vibrant and
fun-loving team. Applicants

must have a Colorado Teaching
License. Please submit your appli-
cation, resume and cover letter to:
Amy Duda, Principal at aduda@
urtigers.co or contact Amy at
719-657-4050. Applications can
be picked up at the District Office
or online at: urtigers.co. (3-27)

Instructional Coach needed at
Del Norte Elementary School.
Candidate should be proficient in
all areas of teaching and learning,
with an emphasis on professional
practice and the teaching and
learning cycle. The coach will be
responsible for consulting with
and supporting the instructional
teaching staff in using resources

that impact student learning. The
coach will provide support and
professional learning to instruc-
tional staff as needed. Applicants
must have a bachelor’s degree or
higher and possess or be able to
obtain a Colorado Teaching Li-
cense. Please submit your applica-
tion, resume, and cover letter to
Amy Duda, Principal at aduda@
urtigers.co. Applications can be
picked up at the District Office or
online at: urtigers.co. (3-27)

Del Norte Elementary School
Teacher needed at the URGSD.
We are seeking a hardworking and
enthusiastic teaching professional
to join our dynamic, vibrant and

2\
; Mon.-Sat.

TN *10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. ~§)

New shipment of
Snhoozie slippers
has arrived!

Men’s, Women’s,
Children’s and
Toddlers.

658-2848
121 N. Main
Creede

Valley Publishing has an immediate
need in advertising sales (full-time),
Ank; sales experience is appreciated
ut will train, Email resume to
General Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

HOLY

An enchanting
Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & gpecialty

Foods!

It’s Worth
The Drive

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main ® 658-2848 * Creede
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YEAR-ROUND CREEK FRONT! Idyllic location
with picturesque Mountain, Bear Creek Canyon
views and live water runs the entire length of
this 7.52-acre lot. Paved roads buried fiberoptic
and electric to lot. Well and septic will need to be
installed. Hike the Bear Creek Canyon trail,
walking/horseback access to National Forest
from the subdivision and owner access to the Rio
Grande River. Hundreds of miles of ATV trails
close by skiing at Wolf Creek within 30 minutes.

$171,750 | MLS# 801331
1416 Bear Creek Circle, South Fork, CO

YVONNE HOFFMAN

BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-1901
O: 719-873-1700

30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

-

Aprox. 36,34 acry
Norte. This ks

has a 3 car detached garage

apartment above. Check o1

and/or chicken house along with a 2-story barn|
with horse stalls.

Experience the beauty of the Colorado landscape
in this amazing mountain retreat. Call Bruce
Steffens today for more information.

$895,000 | MLS# 804698
4617 County Rd. 13 Del Norte, CO

BRUCE STEFFENS

OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770
0: 719-873-1700
30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

S | & CO
' INC.

30635 W. US HWY 160
South Fork, Colorado

Srervees & Ciweasy
Reary, s

o 3 =

THE SUN HOUSE FARM has a total of 1910.5 +/=
acres with 1,433 acres under pivot irrigation,
which is 12 center pivots and all in excellent
condition. 25 irrigation wells. Each Pivot has two
wells. Two homes, one for hired help and one
main home with corrals/sheds. Farmers Union
water rights on the entire 1,910.5 acres. Call
Bruce Steffens today for more information.

$15,000,000 | MLS# 807640
57075 County Road C, Center, CO

BRUCE STEFFENS

OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770
O: 719-873-1700

30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

Amazing business opportunity located in
Antonito, CO. This car wash is in the perfect
location, and is the only one for many miles!
Much work has recently been done to the
grogerty including new cement being poured in
oth bays. This car wash is completely up to date
and is ready to put money into YOUR pocket.
Don't pass up an amazing opportunity to own
this cash flowing property.

$225,000| MLS# 809144
219 Main Street, Antonito, CO

TATE HUFFAKER

ASSOCIATE BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-298-6560

O: 719-873-1700
30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

The FLYING W Ranch is level, buildable,
accessible wyear around, and is close to
neighboring towns, This acreage is located 5
miles east of Monte Vista on Hwy 160 and 4 miles
north on County Line Road.

7 available lots

Lot 2 - 35+/- acres Lot 3 - 37+/- acres

Lot 4 - 83+/- acres Lot 5 - 356+/- acres

Lot 6 - 35+/- acres Lot 8 - B14/- acres

Call Bruce Steffens for pricing and additional
information.

$2,700 - $2,900 per acre
TBD County Road 100, Del Norte, CO

BRUCE STEFFENS

DWHEN | BEQOKEE | EEALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770
0O: 719-873-1700

30635 W, US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

Nestled ¢
Norte, th!
San Fran,
allowing
residence
acy with its
it from the
today for a
showing appointme!

$975,000 | MLS# 808345
6680 County Road 13, Del Norte, CO

BRUCE STEFFENS

OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770
0O: 719-873-1700
30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

APProx. 246 &
River fl’Ol‘l“ and e wrn

n and 1 car garage. The
with a 2 car 1%aau'aatge and
there’s a 2000 sq. f eel shop with concrete
floor. The property has approx. 1 mile of Rio
Grande River front with lots of tress and native

grasses. Call Bruce Steffens today for more
information.

$2,200,00| MLS# 810790
19198 County h 15 Del Norte, CO
BRUCE STEFFENS
OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770
O: 719-878-1700
30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

Pronghorn Ranch is a gated development located
2.5 miles south of the town of Del Norte. Here
the panoramic view encompasses the mountains,
valley, and visually interesting rock
outeroppings. Natural grasses and evergreen
trees dot the landscape. The large parcel lots
over space to grow and privacy.

There are 29 available lots ranging in size from
35 to 88-acre parcels.

Call Bruce Steffens today for more information.

$87,000 - $180,000 per lot
Pronghorn Ranch Develpment
Del Norte, Colorado

BRUCE STEFFENS

OWHNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770
0: 719-873-1700

30635 W. US HWY 160, South Fork, Colorado

30635 WEST HWY 160 « SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

@ STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC &

719-873-1700 « WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM
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e Classifietds.

fun-loving team for the 2024-2025
school year. Applicants must have
a bachelor’s degree or higher and
possess or be able to obtain a Col-
orado Teaching License. Please
submit your application, resume
and cover letter to: Amy Duda,
Principal at aduda@urtigers.co
or contact Amy at 719-657-4050.
Applications can be picked up at
the District Office or online at:
urtigers.co. (3-27)

Del Norte Jr/Sr High School
is looking for an energetic and
experienced candidate to serve
as the district’s Strength and
Conditioning Coach. This posi-
tion will assume the responsibil-
ity and obligation of establishing
and maintaining a strength and
conditioning program for all
sports. Additional responsibili-
ties include teaching junior high
school physical education and
high school physical education/
weight training courses. Ap-
plicants must have a bachelor’s
degree and either possess or be
able to obtain the appropriate
Colorado teaching license. Please
submit your application, resume,
and cover letter to: Annie Hardy,
DNHS Principal at ahardy@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mrs. Hardy
at 719-657-4020. Applications

can be picked up at the District
Office or online at www.urtigers.
co.org (2-28)

Cafeteria Staff needed at Upper
Rio Grande School District.
Must have a high school diploma
and some knowledge of working
in a kitchen or a willingness to
be trained. Pay is dependent on
prior experience. Please contact
Leslie Martinez at 719-657-4040,
x1100 or email her at Imartinez@
urtigers.co. (2-28)

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood For Sale. Call or text
Mark 662-361-7530 Located in
Saguache. (5-22)

Lump Coal and Anthracite Hard
Coal available. Supplement your
wood heating with “lump coal”.
Burns more consistently & lasts
longer so you can do more of what
you want & less time carrying
wood. 719-849-8261 (3-1)

36 Miscellaneous
1970 Ford D-250 Camper Spe-
cial runs driver stop restorable
$500. I buy patches 719-849-0975.
(4-3)

For sale Cherokee men’s boots,
size 12, hiking-working, leather

upper. Almost like new. $50. 719-
256-4058. (3-6)

5299 County
Road 12 S.
Alamosa
160-acre circle
planted in Alfalfa.
Two shares of
Commonwealth
Ditch and use of
Carmel Drain.
Zimmatic Pivot,
three stock wells.
Waverly area.
MLS#810432
$400,000
Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

28 acres
on the Rio
Grande
River in
South Fork.
Aprox Y5
mile of prime
fishing - own
to the middle
of the river.
$1,500,000.
MLS#807305 [

Dee Plucxnskl . Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

61 Red Tail
Court
-6acreswith |
incredible views
in the gated
subdivision of
Bear Creek,
South Fork,
CO. Owner
financingis |
available for this |
gorgeous lot. | 4
MLS#803984
$99,000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO Realty .
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural
Mountain Lots Available
West of Antonito in the
Conejos Canyon OWNER
FINANCING AVAILABLE
$950,000 home on 35 acres
located on lot #2
$85,000 (6 acre lots)
$200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)
$950,000 (35 acres with home)

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

7541 Indian [
Creek Road |-
Ft. Garland
Off Grid
Cabin on 5
acres ON -
THE CREEK &
$279,000.
Virtual
tour and
Drone video
available.
MLS#809447 [

Dee Plucnnskl Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Steffens &
Gompany Realty

719-873-5605

Lots 11 & 12
in Riviere
Estates Two
lots together
ina quiet

Air B&B OK
subject to
town guide-
lines. All
utilities are
available at

23 Fairway Drive
- OWNER FINANC-
ING AVAILABLE
- this beautiful lot is a
1-minute walk from the
Clubhouse on the Rio
Grande Club and Resort
in South Fork. Flat and
easy to build, this lot has
water, sewer, electrlat{1
landline phone and hig
speed internet at the
lot line. MLS#794077.
$56,000

Dee Pluc1nsk1 . Steﬁens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photo

rapher
Licensed and Insured%

the lot line.
30635 US HWY 160 MLS 808212
5 Dee Pl ki « Steffens & CO. Real
- South Fork (719)ee87 3u5cg(l)ss . de;e@setzrelfsfenscoreaf?ytc}:)m
R | dee@steffenscorealty.com -
Al Decs Dee - formerly known as 2;1629]3(;{)311
properties Di h / \
are iane Chapman - Loca MLS#810124
detailed Luxury Home Broker. Licensed and 64 Vista
inher in 2011, Dee knows the area MI;sé?é(l)g(l)z 5.
blog. and knows local real estate. Two adjacent
commetrl?;l 1(1)(ts
3D Virtual Tourss Prompt, Easy Communication in South Fork,
Right behind

Mtn Pizza. Eas I¥
paved access o
of Hwy 160.

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

rone Pilot

4100 Wilderness
Canyon Road -
Mountain Luxury at
the end of the road,
secluded and private,
this gorgeous, bright,
energy-efficient
home sits on 42
acres bordering the
National Forest with
views of the Natural

Arch. Ghost Mine -
Ranch, near Del Norte. Rlde or hike out for hundreds of mlles, right from
your backyard. Gated community with minimal covenants. $899.000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

30635 Wi

HWlY 160 SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

""" A.719-873;

SV
1700 « WWWSTEFEENSGOREATTY: COM”
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valleywide _Glassifieds

Cash for quality non-fiction books
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We

ponds & reservoirs with benton-
ite. Spring Special 10% OFF. Rio
Grande Bentonite. 719-580-6652
(5-29)

plus years-experience in carpen-
try, painting, stucco, tile, drywall,
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free.
Free Estimates 719-496-7630.

Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s

63 Trucks

(TEN)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.

For sale: 08 Dodge 4-Door Ram.
New Engine. 118,000 miles. Runs
Great. $10,000. Call 719-480-4438
(3-13)

Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500

STEEL STORAGE CONTAINERS

— Sales, Rentals & Modifications!
Containers are water & rodent
proof. 8 wide, 8-53 in length. Call
for more information and pricing.
Healdworks, Inc. - Your Total
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346

65 Professional
Services

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (TFN)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalta bales $10.
Covered—local. Call: 719-480-
2089 (2-28)

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising

44 Farm Services

Attention Farmer and Ranches:

Seal your leaking livestock tanks, | must be pre-paid.

@ Find us on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/Va|IeyPublishing

s F o T e
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‘9 s Get it. And forget it."
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‘50 VISA GIFT EAED

75% OFF INSTALLATION

L o oo R

@ LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

© MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

@ THE ONLY OME-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

@ SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

FREE Ectimate!
719-493-9644
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719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.

TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

Planzgedly,

‘ Po )l 71000 416 7= %ggey@:@/f aude
\-..__.--“' VAT urgasconouranlmalshelter.org AﬂMlﬁ5l’6l’ettg

y(»u ALYl o ad(»ptnln NCARSS2ES3 66

EYSiPtIm®:
BVIonday, KINoN=BUSINesSIROUTLS by: apponntnlent only;

@penfluesT BT ﬂﬂ AN AP A S ALY & Sun. ~¥1:30)

2825iShermantrAyves s vVionte vista

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have

Visit Our

Facebook n

contributed to the success of the l{{)pei Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,

donations, volunteenng an

Thelma and Lousie are a
bonded set of Catahoula/
Pittie sisters looking for
someone with a big enough
heart for the both of them!
They’re great with people
and other dogs, they love
attention and playtime,
and just want to be loved.
Thelma and Louise are very
playful, but also love their
relaxation time. Come by
and meet them today, they’ll
steal your heart away!

general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

:HIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

near
River
Park

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII1'

let’s get them
into loving
homes!

!:
= = Chuck and
= EOST & lOU({D = Serena the
= = 4.5 month
= = old Shepherd/ [&
= Found = Staffie mixes
= on = are still
= 2/19/24, = looking for
= ?;?;;g(l)lrtl = their furever
= = homes! They
= 12r{ 21% %4 = have spent [
= | Norte = their WHOLE
= = lives here,
'_f

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.
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C I W Continued from Page 1

residentsand 25% for nonresidents for
most hunt codes. High-demand hunt
codesremain at80% for residentsand
20% for nonresidents.

Mandatory testing for chronic
wasting disease

In 2024, CPW will require
mandatory submission of CWD
test samples (heads) from all deer
harvested during rifle seasons from
specifichuntcodes. Notallhuntcodes
in a unit were selected for mandatory
CWD testing. Hunters that harvest a
deer in the specified hunt codes will
be required to submit their deer head
to a CPW submission site for testing.
Therewillbe no charge for mandatory
testing. Get more information about
where and how to submit a CWD
sample at cpw.info/cwd.

If a hunter is not selected for
mandatory testing but wants to know
whether their harvested deer or elk
has CWD, they can submit their
animal’s head and pay a testing fee of
$25.1n 2024, testing fees for voluntary
submissions will be waived for all
moose statewide and all deer from
hunt codes that were not selected
for mandatory testing but are within
the same GMUs that were selected
for mandatory testing. Voluntary
submissions are accepted annually
statewide.

Gray wolves and coyotes: how to
spot the differences

Be aware that gray wolves are now
another one of the more than 960
wildlife species on the landscape
in some areas of Colorado. CPW
reintroduced 10 wolves to Colorado
in December 2023 as part of the
implementation of the Colorado
Wolf Restoration and Management
Plan. Coyotes and gray wolves can
look similar from a distance, so CPW
created a handout to help you spot
the differences.

Remember that the gray wolf in
Colorado is protected by the federal
Endangered Species Actand statelaw.
Penalties for illegally killing a gray
wolf can vary and can include fines
up to $100,000, jail time and loss of
hunting privileges.

Northwest Severe Winter Zone

Effects of the severe winter of2022-
2023 are still being felt by wildlife.
In response, CPW has implemented
several changes for this hunting
season. See the digital big game
brochure and the CPW fact sheet
for details.

Elk
« Elk rifle over-the-counter

GOT CLUTTER?
ey
B0 = m

You’'ll find yourself with

money in your pocket and

room in your garage when
you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds.

Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $1 2 rer week

(15 words or less - 35¢< per word over 15)

Call Today!

719-852-3531

« Rifle antlered licenses became
limited in GMUs 3, 301, 4, 441, 5,
14,214 and 11, 211, 12, 13, 131, 231,
23, 24.

e New hunt codes, EM0030O2R,
EMO00303R, EM01102R and
EMO01103R were created to allow
for limited antlered rifle licenses for
the 2nd and 3rd seasons for the 2024
and 2025 hunting seasons.

Bear’s Ears (E-02)

o Either-sexhunt codesin GMUs 3,
301, 4, 441, 5, 14, 214 were changed
to antlered only: EMO003OIR,
EMO00304R, EMO0040O4R,

EMO00504R.

Ranching for Wildlife - Bear’s
Ears (E-02) and White River (E-06)

o An antler point restriction will
be instituted for all antlered elk taken
on Ranching For Wildlife properties
located in the Bear’s Ears (E-02) and
White River (E-06) elk herds for the
2024-2025 and 2025-2026 hunting
seasons.

Pronghorn (PH-09)

o The severity of the 2022-23
winter had significant impacts on the
pronghorn populationin DAUPH-09
(GMUs 3, 301, 4, 441, 5, 13, 14, and

214). Doe pronghorn hunting for all
methods of take in this area will be
closed for the 2024-2025 season.

Plan your hunt

If you have questions about setting
up accounts, planning hunts or
applying for licenses, call center
agentsand hunt plannersare available
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at
303-297-1192. Hunting resources are
available at cpw.st ate.co.us/bg.

Be sure to read the “What’s New”
pages in the big game brochure and
the sheep and goat brochure to get
a full list of game management unit

specific changes for 2024.

“The Colorado Big Game brochure
is a must-have resource for planning
a hunt and it’s available at all CPW
office locations and online,” said
CPW License, Reservations &
Customer Operations Manager
Danielle Isenhart. “We encourage
all hunters to apply early and check
their online accounts to ensure their
contact information and credit card
information is up to date. Hunters
will receive email updates on their
draw results and the status of their
payments.”

SAN LL.urs VALLEY
SERVICE DIRECTORY

(719)852-0113

ROOFING ®EUILDINGS

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims « Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages + 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

M'F 7 aomo-s pomc

ality

0 @
S Spray Foam Insula tt%%
Letusfill (/our needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!

Alvin .

719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Call Today (719) 486-6781

DavidivilleA0wnen
719402145

9318 Comnfty Roae 16
Anftomiits, @

(iozyiHomellnsulating

Py i s

Calll us ffer a (e astimeatal

Spedali-4ng im
amd @l spray
Insulation {for
all applicetions

o Reasiclemtiall
o Comnmmarcial

@@Uﬂgﬁﬁ't%j@ﬁﬁ@m

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY
3 ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE

o

AVAILABLE
(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143

Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142

DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoore Vinyl Fencing

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of
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2024: Creede Repertory Theatre looks to ‘season of dlscovery

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE — Each year is a unique
and inventive season for the Creede
Repertory Theatre and this year, the
organization is looking to rediscover
what CRT is, what it means to the
communityand whatitcanbeforanyone
who has not discovered the theatrical
company that sits above 8,000 feet of
elevation.

Interim Artistic Director Kate Berry
recently spoke with the Mineral County
Mineraboutwhatthecoming59"season
at CRT willlooklikeand what the theatre
ishopingtosharewith theatregoersfrom
all over the world.

“We are excited about the coming
season. It will be a season of discovery,
rediscovery and every play has that
element of discovery. We are celebrating
50 years of Christy Brandt who has been
anintegral part of CRT,and we are really
happy to celebrate her;” said Berry.

To kick the 59* season at CRT off,
the first production comes to the stage
through a playful and innovative take
on a classic character. Ken Ludwig’s
“Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes
Mystery” is exactly what is great about
CRT. Directed by Christy Montour
Larson, this play is sure to captivate
audiences and add that mysterious flare
that CRT has become known for. This
play opens May 25 and runs through
Sept. 14.

“Mystery and mayhem...From
the award-winning mastermind of
mayhem, Ken Ludwig (“Sherwood”;
“Dear Jack, Dear Louise”), comes a fast-
paced comedy about everyone’s favorite
detective solving his most notorious
case. Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson
must crack the mystery of “The Hound
of the Baskervilles” before a family
curse dooms its newest heir. Watch as
five actors deftly portray more than
40 characters. Does a wild hellhound
prowl the moors of Devonshire? Can
our heroes discover the truth in time?
Get your deerstalker cap on — the
play’s afoot!”

Next up is another well-known
production that is sure to bring tears of
laughtertoanyonewhoseesit. Beginning
on June 8 and running through Aug. 31
Mel Brooks' “Young Frankenstein” hits
the stage ready to make audiences laugh
all summer long.

Directed by Amanda Berg Wilson
with music and lyrics by Brooks and
based on the book by Brooks and
Thomas Meehan, “A monstrously
hilarious musical... The grandson of the

infamous Victor Frankenstein, Frederick
Frankenstein (pronounced ‘Fronk-
en-steery) inherits his family’s estate
in Transylvania. With the help of his
sidekick, Igor (pronounced ‘Eye-gore’),
and sultry lab assistant, Inga, Frederick
finds himself in the mad scientist
shoes of his ancestors. Eventually,
of course, the monster escapes and
hilarity continuously abounds. Young
Frankensteinhasall of the panacheofthe
classic film from Gene Wilder and Mel
Brooks with a dose of theatrical flair, so
you'll be ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz and having
a monstrously good time!”

The fun doesn't stop there. Opening
onJune 28 and running through Sept. 8,
this classic play offers the perfect setting
for some intricate costume designs.
Set in the Victorian Era, Oscar Wild€e’s
“The Importance of Being Earnest” will
capture the creative essence of CRT and
show off the artistic talent that comes to
the stage every year.

DirectedbyBerryandstarring Brandt
and Annie Butler, this production
will bring audiences through time. “A
classic comedy of manners...The most
renowned of Oscar Wilde's comedies
tells the story of two bachelors, John
Tack Worthing and Algernon ‘Algy’
Moncrieff, who create alter egos named
Ernest to escape their tiresome lives.
They attempt to win the hearts of
Gwendolyn and Cecily, two women
who, conveniently, claim to only love
men called Ernest. The pair become
tangled in a tale of deception, disguise,
and misadventure. This classic comedy
of manners pokes fun at Victorian
sensibilities with some of the best loved
characters to be found on the modern
stage. Our production features Christy
Brandt as Lady Bracknell and Annie
Butler as Miss Prism”

Finally, the season rounds out with a
play set in the San Luis Valley. “Primas
Guide to Funerals” by Leonard Madrid
will run from July 12 through Sept. 14.
This play is directed by Yesenia Garcia
Herrington, and this will be the play’s
world premieresetin the SanLuis Valley.
The production will also be hitting
the road and will be performed at the
San Luis Valley Federal Bank Theatre
at Adams State University for three
performances in September.

‘A comedy in one funeral...Three
cousins (primas), an urn, and one really
long day. Its the day of her mothers
funeral and Arcie is losing her grip. But
her cousins Nando and Claraare having
none of it. A fast-paced and hilarious

world premiere set along the waters of
the Rio Grande in the San Luis Valley
of Southern Colorado, ‘Primas Guide
to Funerals’ tells the story of family,
laughter, grief, love, and finding yourself
alongside the ones who know you the
best: your primas.”
Moredetailsaboutthe Creede Musical
Arts Collective, the annual KiD Show
production and the Young Audience
Outreach Tour will beannounced soon.

The Creede Repertory Theatre is
ready to kick off its 59th season with
aseason packed with discovery.

Courtesy photo

CONGRESO de ACEQUIAS

2024: EL AGUA ES VIDA
CELEBRATING OUR LAND, WATER, AND COMMUNITY

Saturday, March 9, 2024 9:00am-4:00pm Centennial School in San Luis
Free lunch, coffee, snacks, and misica! Door prizes throughout the day!

« Al community members are invited to attend,

« The Sangre de Cristo Acequia Association Board of Directors meeting will be

« held during lunch.
Awards for student contests will be presented before lunch.

For more information, contact sangredecristoacequia@gmail.com, T19.496.1708,

or visit www.coloradeacequias.org
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Thinking of Selling in 2024
Expect the Best,
Call Bernadette

(" 193 Whispering Pines Drive « South Fork )

Charming Mountain Retreat with
Breathtaking Views Nestled in the

rugged elegance Wlth 2 bedrooms
and 2 bathrooms, this home pro-
vides ample room for relaxation
and rejuvenation. The open liv-
ing area boasts a large Sunny Bay
window, allowing natural light to

Join us lor a
screening of PBS
documentary “La Tierra”
following Congresa

- B8O ==

e, 00

TRINCHERA Bl

Your RealEstate Listings couldregel
over 18000 prospective uyers!

Get in on thig Great Deal and see the regults.

Bernadette
Gingrass

719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

REALTOR™

flood the space and framing panoramic Mountain Views. The heart of this home is the
well-appointed kitchen, abundance of cabinets, including convenient lazy Susan stor-
age. You'll find all the essentials: a refrigerator, cookstove, dishwasher. Perfect kitchen
for entertaining your friends and family. Gather around the wood-burning stove in the
living room, where warmth and comfort await. The home’s insulation ensures a snug
retreat during chilly mountain evenings. Step onto the inviting front sitting porch, sip
your morning coffee, and observe the local wildlife. Mule deer and wild turkeys fre-
quently visit the serene Ponderosa Valley Estates. A large laundry room with abundant
storage, a wash sink, and a washer and dryer adds convenience to daily living. Park your
vehicles in the 2-car garage and utilize the detached cement floor garage/workshop with
water supply and 110/220 power for all your mountain toys or hobbies. This home is
ready for you to make it your own—whether it's your dream residence, a home away
from home, or a vacation rental. Explore nearby activities such as skiing, four-wheeling,
hiking, and gold medal fly fishing. The Rio Grande River is just moments away. Enjoy
the convenience of paved roads, city water sewer system, and your very own well and
large .83-acre lot. Priced at $479,500 this property offers an exceptional opportunity to
embrace mountain living. Schedule your private showing today and embark on Your
Mountain Adventure in this beautiful, tranquil Ponderosa Valley Estates neighborhood!
Don't wait, call and schedule today! MLS#810774 - $479,500
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Resérve space for a mimimum of twelve (12 weeks for...
3.4” wide X 2” tall ——539 perweek
3.4” wide x 4" tall —570 perweex

34" widex 6” 5105 nerweek
T'wide X 2" tall —570 perweex

CALL TODAY!
119-852-3531

Brlan Wllllams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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