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MONTE VISTA — In the 
market for new insulation, 
windows and doors, water 
heaters, HVAC systems and 
other qualifying energy-
efficient technology? Take 
advantage of San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative’s 
(SLVREC) Electrify and Save 
on-bill repayment program 
for a simple and transparent 
financing option.

The new program, “Electrify 
and Save,” launched for its 
electric members on March 
4. Through partnerships 
with REC’s wholesale power 
supplier Tri-State Generation 
and Transmission Association 
and the Colorado Clean Energy 
Fund (CCEF), REC is offering the 
on-bill repayment program 
to REC members or business 
owners to install certain energy 
upgrades to their properties at 
no upfront cost.

The term “repayment” 
denotes that a third party, in this 
case CCEF, provides the upfront 
funding for the installation. In 
turn, REC will bill members 
monthly to recover CCEF’s 
costs over an agreed-upon 
timeframe. Since there are no 
loans, these home upgrades 
will not affect credit scores or 
add to the homeowners’ debt.

“San Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative members will 
be at the forefront of what 
we believe will be a cutting 
edge, significant Tri-State 
program offering unique to our 
cooperative industry,” said Pete 
Rusin, Tri-State electrification 
manager. “On-bill repayment 
gives consumer cooperative 
members an equitable and 
common sense means by 
which they can reduce overall 
utility spend and improve their 
quality of life.”

As an example, Rusin noted 
that SLVREC members still using 
propane could see their overall 
bills decrease, by addition dual 
fuel air source heat pump to an 
existing propane furnace, or 
even by financing a full furnace 
replacement through the on-
bill repayment program.

Upgrades include new 
insulation, windows and 
doors, water heaters, electric 
HVAC systems, electric vehicle 
chargers and more. In many 
cases, the energy savings 
achieved through the newly 
installed measures are greater 
than the monthly repayment 
obligation, thereby saving 
members money on their 
utility bill every month.

For more information or to 
apply for a free, data-driven 
energy assessment of the 
project, visit www.slvrec.com/
electrify-and-save.

‘Electrify and 
Save’ coming 

to SLVREC 
members

Costilla County commissioners 
extend moratorium on fences 

taller than 5 feet
By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
COSTILLA COUNTY — 

In a sign that they have no 
intention of backing down 
in a court battle with Cielo 
Vista Ranch (CVR), 88,000 
acres of property owned by 
Texas billionaire William 
Harrison in the Culebra sec-
tion of the Sangre De Cris-
tos, Costilla County com-
missioners voted 3 to 0 on 
March 5 to extend a mora-
torium until September that 
prohibits construction of any 
fence that is more than 5 
feet tall.

The vote followed multiple 
and impassioned comments 
from members of the public 
who attended the commis-
sioner meeting and see the 
presence of CVR’s fence as 

Example of erosion caused 
by 12-foot fence road bull-

dozed on a steep slope in 
the Culebra watershed. 

Photo by Bernadette Lucero

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — It is that time of year 

again, the 41st annual Crane Festival is flying 
into Monte Vista on March 8-10. The festival 
is collaborative effort of the Friends of the San 
Luis Valley National Wildlife Refuges, the City of 
Monte Vista, the Monte Vista Chamber of Com-
merce, and the San Luis Valley National Wildlife 
Complex.

Soon people will be able to witness the majestic 
flight of these beautiful birds on their springtime 
migration through the San Luis Valley. Every 
year, people flock to the Monte Vista National 

File photo

The 41st annual Crane Festival is flying into Mon-
te Vista on March 8-10. The festival is collabora-
tive effort of the Friends of the San Luis Valley Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges, the City of Monte Vista, 
the Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce, and the 
San Luis Valley National Wildlife Complex.

MV Crane 
Festival set for 

March 8-10

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The National 
Park Service has announced it will fund 
$7.4 million for bison conservation in Great 
Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, 
Yellowstone National Park, and Glacier 
National Park. The funding is part of the 
Inflation Reduction Act.

In March 2023, Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland said, “The American bison is in-
extricably intertwined with Indigenous 
culture, grassland ecology, and American 
history. While the overall recovery of bison 
over the last 130 years is a conservation 
success story, significant work remains to 
not only ensure that bison will remain a 
viable species but also to restore grassland 
ecosystems, strengthen rural economies de-
pendent on grassland health and provide 
for the return of bison to tribally owned and 
ancestral lands.” 

The Nature Conservancy transferred 
9,362 acres of the Medano-Zapata ranch to 
the park in 2022, consisting of inholdings 
within the park. This transfer will support 
bison habitat.

At the time, then-park Superintendent 
Pam Rice said, “The transferred land in-
cludes important springs and wetlands that 
support a rich diversity of life.”

According to a park service ungulate (ani-
mals with hooves) management plan, the 
park will have an initial genetically pure 
bison herd consisting of 25-50 animals. The 

Photo by National Park Service

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve will receive funding for bison conservation and may have a 
herd in the park by 2029. Bison are extremely fast and can run at speeds of up to 35 MPH. They are very ag-
ile and can spin around quickly and jump high fences. In May 2016, President Obama signed the National 
Bison Legacy Act designating the American Bison as the National Mammal of the United States. 

Great Sand Dunes National Park to 
receive bison conservation funding

English teacher 
at GOAL High 
School meets 

students where 
they are

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Aaron 
Williams wants you to be-
lieve. Believe in yourself, 
believe in your abilities, 
and believe in what you’re 
capable of accomplishing. 

As an English teacher 
at GOAL High School and 
a track coach at Alamosa 
High, Williams preaches to 

students the importance of 
believing. His work and ac-
complishments led Adams 
State School of Education 
to present Williams with 
its Educator Highlight 
Award during a ceremony 
this week.

“He understands our 
population,” said GOAL 
High Principal Jason Ho-
chevar. “When a student 
needs something, needs 
help, he’s always willing 
to jump in and listen to 
the kids’ stories and find a 
solution around their bar-
riers and their issues to 
give them a second, third, 
fourth chance which is 
what it takes sometimes.”

GOAL High, with a new 
regional office off Highway 
160 in Alamosa, is Colora-
do’s growing online school 
with more than 5,000 stu-
dents across the state tak-
ing courses with GOAL. 
Williams is a statewide 
English teacher, meaning 
he’s working online with 
students who are in Fort 
Morgan, Colorado Springs, 
Cortez and elsewhere 
across Colorado.

Williams said he’ll inter-
act with 20 or so students 
on a daily basis and around 
200 for a school semester 
through GOAL’s online 
model. “We’re trying to 

Courtesy photo

Pictured, left to right, Adams State School of Education Di-
rector Curtis Garcia, Ph.D.; Adams State Teacher Education 
Program Coordinator Advisor Chrissy McKinney; Adams 
State February Educator Highlight Award recipient, Aaron 
Williams; and GOAL High Principal Jason Hochevar.

Educator Highlight Award for February goes to Aaron Williams
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PENDING OBITUARY

OBITUARIES

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday
March 6, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Chili Dog

Steamed Broccoli
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Turkey Sausage Patty/WG Roll

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Chili Dog

Steamed Broccoli
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Chili Dog

Steamed Broccoli
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Serena Hard
Blanca resident Serena Hard, 37, passed away at the San Luis Valley Regional 

Medical Center on March 5, 2024. Services are pending and will be announced 
though Rogers Family Mortuary.

Alamosa native, James 
K. Chapman, 74, of Sun 
City, Ariz., died Feb. 21, 
2024, from a fall and bro-
ken neck. He was born in 
Alamosa, Colo., the lov-
ing son of Ada Beth (Mc-
Clanahan) and Kenneth 
Chapman. Jim was mar-
ried to Barbara (Bobbie) 
Chapman in 1981.

Jim worked most of his 
life in sales, starting at 
KENN Radio in Farm-
ington, N.M., selling ad-
vertisements and hosting 
a four-hour radio show. 
Later, he was a radio an-
nouncer and sold adver-
tising for KSLV in Monte 
Vista.

Most folks know Jim as 
being their Holsum bread 
man or he sold them their 
car at Spradley-Barr Mo-
tors, Benway Chevrolet or 
Whitlock Motors.

But Jim’s fondest job 
was working for Mike and 
Kevin Rogers at Rogers 
Family Mortuary in Ala-
mosa taking loving care of 
the families of his class-
mates and friends. Most 
recently, Jim worked 
part-time at Regency 
Mortuary in Sun City, 
Ariz.

Jim was very proud of 
his 23 years as a volun-
teer firefighter for the 
Alamosa Fire Depart-
ment where he retired as 
Captain. Jim cherished 
the brotherhood and the 
friendships he had with 

the men and women of the 
fire department.

After retiring in 2007, 
Jim and Bobbie sold 
their home and posses-
sions, bought a one-ton 
pickup and a fifth-wheel 
RV and hit the road. They 
traveled the country for 
nearly nine years making 
lifelong RV friends along 
the way. To finance their 
travels Jim and Bobbie 
worked on the road for 
Amazon Fulfillment Cen-
ters in Kansas and Ken-
tucky as well as working 
as gate guards at oil wells 
in Texas for several years. 
Most summers you would 
find them camp hosting in 
campgrounds in the Rio 
Grande National Forest 
in South Fork, Colo. In 
2015, they happily settled 
in Sun City, Ariz., enjoy-
ing the many clubs and 
amenities offered as well 
as the warm weather.

Jim is survived by his 
wife Barbara (Bobbie) 
Chapman, daughters 

Christine Chapman-
Vigil, Beth Chapman, 
grandchildren Kenneth 
Chapman, Max Vigil 
and Alyssa Vigil and 
five great-grandchildren, 
brothers Ron (Cindy) 
Chapman and Don (Deb-
bie) Chapman, as well as 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Celebration of Life will 
be held April 20, 2024, at 
11 a.m. at Church of the 
Palms, Sun City, Ariz. At-
tendees are asked not to 
wear black but instead to 
come in bright, colorful 
colors with men asked to 
wear cargo shorts, which 
is all Jim ever wore in 
Arizona...he would want 
folks to be happy and cel-
ebrate knowing him.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to 
Alamosa Firefighters As-
sociation, P.O. Box 419, 
Alamosa, CO 81101, or to 
Social Justice Programs, 
Church of the Palms 
(UCC), 14808 N. Boswell 
Blvd., Sun City, AZ 85351.

Arrangements made by 
Regency Mortuary, 9850 
W. Thunderbird Blvd, 
Sun City, AZ 85351. Cre-
mation was chosen and 
ashes will be scattered at 
favorite fishing spots in 
South Fork and Creede, 
Colo.

Condolences can be 
made on Jim’s tribute 
wall at regencymortuary.
com.

James K. Chapman

Shirley Kingsley, a 
compassionate soul who 
touched the lives of many, 
passed away peacefully 
on Sunday morning Feb. 
25, 2024. Born in an era 
when kindness was a cur-
rency, Shirley dedicated 
her days to selflessly serv-
ing others. Her legacy is 
etched in the hearts of 
those who knew her.

Shirley’s unwavering 
commitment to commu-
nity service was remark-
able. She delivered meals 
on wheels, bringing nour-
ishment and smiles to 
the doorsteps of those in 
need. At the state vet-
eran’s center, she washed 
and styled hair, offer-
ing dignity and care to 
our nation’s heroes. Her 
tireless efforts extended 
to her neighbors, where 
she provided companion-
ship and support, making 
their burdens lighter.

A thrifty spirit, Shirley 
reveled in finding bar-
gains. Whether it was a 
hidden gem at a garage 
sale or a discounted plant 
for her beloved garden, 
she knew the value of a 
dollar. Her green thumb 
flourished as she tended 
to her flowers, coaxing life 
from the soil and finding 
solace in nature’s beauty.

Shirley drove a school 
bus for many years 

in the West side of Mon-
te Vista. Shirley’s lei-
sure hours were filled 
with newspaper puzzles, 
reader›s digest, chocolate, 
gardening, solar lights 
and puzzle pieces. Sis-
terly bonds were precious 
to her, and she embarked 
on delightful trips with 
her two sisters, Dolly and 
Charlotte, creating mem-
ories that would last a 
lifetime. She was a talent-
ed oil painter and many 
family members enjoy her 
works in their homes.

Her grandchildren held 
a special place in her 
heart. Shirley’s love knew 
no bounds, and she was 
always willing to lend a 
helping hand especially 
if someone was need-
ing help with something. 
Thursday morning coffee 
with her fellow vet center 
volunteers was a cher-
ished ritual — a time for 
laughter, shared experi-

ences, and camaraderie.
Shirley Kingsley was 

preceded in death by her 
parents, Charles and 
Sylvia Pargin, her hus-
band James Kingsley, 
her youngest son, Larry 
Kingsley, and her grand-
daughter Danielle King-
sley. 

She is survived by her 
sisters Charlotte Metz 
of Aztec, N.M., and Dol-
ly Dillinger of Pagosa 
Springs, her children 
Paul Kingsley of Monte 
Vista, Charles Kingsley 
and Shawna Baker of 
Oklahoma, seven grand-
children and six great-
grandchildren.

As we bid farewell, let 
us honor her memory by 
extending a helping hand, 
sharing a smile, and cher-
ishing the simple joys 
that Shirley held dear. 
There will be a memorial 
celebration in June 2024 
in Pagosa Springs. No 
service at this time.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of arrange-
ments. To leave online 
condolences, tributes and 
words of comfort for Shir-
ley’s family, please visit 
www.RogersFunerals.
com.

Rest in peace, dear 
Shirley. Your light will 
forever illuminate our 
hearts. 

Shirley Kingsley

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — On Mon-

day, March 18, a work-
shop will be held at Soci-
ety Hall on weeds. It will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
organizers are asking for 
a $5 donation. The dona-
tion will be used in Mom’s 
Garden to implement a 
weed program. Society 
Hall is at 400 Ross Ave., 
Alamosa.

Armando Ross, super-
visor of the Rio Grande 
County Weed District, 

and local business owner, 
Ruthie Brown of Green 
Spot Garden Center, will 
be hosting the workshop.

Topics to be covered 
include types of plants 
— undesirable/desired — 
and why they are impor-
tant in lawns, flowerbeds, 
curbside, and parks. In-
cluding native, ornamen-
tal, noxious and nuisance.

Types of control will 
include integrated pest 
management, chemicals, 
and the Colorado insecta-

ry. Weeds to be discussed 
will include, but not be 
limited to, puncture vine 
(goat heads), iron weed, 
bindweed, whitetop, dan-
delions, and clover.  There 
are some plants that need 
more control and atten-
tion, and the hosts will 
tell you why. 

If you have specific 
questions you would like 
to have addressed, give 
Ross a call at 719-852-
4804 or Brown at 719-
580-7838. 

Workshop on weeds set 
for March 18

By MARIA KRAMER

ALAMOSA — New 

books are always coming 

in at the Alamosa Public 

Library! Here are 10 of 

our most intriguing ar-

rivals. For more infor-

mation, or to have a book 

reserved for you, check 

alamosalibrary.org or 

call 719-589-6592.

Fiction

• Standing Heavy by 

Gauz’

This story follows 

three men, in three dif-

ferent times, all trying 

to make a living as un-

documented African im-

migrants in France.

• The Bullet Swallow-

er by Elizabeth Gonzalez 

James

In 1895, Antonio So-

noro sets out to rob a 

train, only to lose his 

brother. In 1964, his 

grandson Jaime lives a 

comfortable life as Mex-

ico’s leading actor and 

singer. When a stranger 

gives him a mysterious 

book, purporting to tell 

the story of his forbear-

ers back to the days of 

Cain and Abel, Jaime 

finds himself forced to 
atone for his ancestors’ 

crimes.

Horror

Reluctant Immortals 

by Gwendolyn Kiste

Lucy and Bertha are 

refugees from classic 

horror stories - Lucy 

fleeing from Bram Stok-

er’s Dracula and Ber-

tha from imprisonment 

by Mr. Rochester. Now, 

both women are im-

mortal, living together 

in 1960’s LA. When the 

men from their pasts re-

appear, they must work 

together to protect their 

new lives.

Mystery

Midnight by Amy Mc-

Culloch

Olivia is delighted to 

get an invitation to join 

an exclusive cruise to 

Antarctica with her boy-

friend Aaron, and when 

Aaron doesn’t make it 

she embarks herself. But 

all is not well on board 

the ship. A dead body is 

found, and Olivia sees 

someone watching her. 

Who can she trust?

Nonfiction
• Why Does Every-

thing Have to Be About 

Race? by Keith Boykin

With a mixture of per-

sonal experience, re-

portage, and extensive 

research, Keith Boykin 

takes a  wrecking ball to 

twenty-five of the most 
widespread deceptions 

about race and shows us 

how to refute lies, myths, 

and misinformation with 

history, knowledge, and 

truth.

• Tripping On Utopia 

by Benjamin Breen

In the ‘40s and ‘50s, 

transformative drugs - 

such as LSD - rapidly 

entered mainstream cul-

ture, where they were 

not only legal, but openly 

celebrated. At the center 

of this revolution were 

the pioneering anthro-

pologists Margaret Mead 

and Gregory Bateson. 

As we follow Mead and 

Bateson’s fractured love 

affair from the espionage 

of WWII to the scientific 
revolutions of the Cold 

War, a new origin story 

for psychedelic science 

emerges.

• Dwelling in the Wil-

derness by Jason M. 

Brown

Whereas many of us 

are constantly on the go, 

stressed out, and focused 

on productivity, the life 

of a monk prioritizes 

staying put and paying 

attention. Dwelling in 

the Wilderness examines 

how contemporary Bene-

dictine Roman Catholic 

monks in the American 

West fall in love with 

their landscapes and 

how, in troubled times, 

we might do the same.

• Witchcraft: A Histo-

ry in Thirteen Trials by 

Marion Gibson

Offering a vivid, 

compelling, and dra-

matic story, unspooling 

through centuries, about 

the men and women who 

were accused of witch-

craft, this book gives a 

voice to those who were 

silenced by history.

• Praisesong for the 

Kitchen Ghosts by Crys-

tal Wilkinson

An expert cook, 

Wilkinson shares nearly 

forty family recipes root-

ed deep in the past, full 

of flavor, while exploring 
the untold heritage of 

Black Appalachia.

Western

Small Light of Discre-

tion by J. Hoolihan Clay-

ton

In 1879, Charles Wolfe 

Collins is sent upon a 

mission into Colorado to 

assess the disintegrating 

state of affairs between 

the mercenary ambi-

tions of white men and 

the treaty prerogatives 

of Ute Indian peoples. 

Drawn into a quagmire 

of hired provocateurs, 

vitriolic newspaper pro-

paganda, fraudulent 

government contrac-

tors, and the baffled 
frustration of irate Ute 

chiefs, Charles Collins 

is charged with prevent-

ing a violent collision 

between U.S. cavalry 

troops and Ute warriors 

dedicated to protecting 

their families.

From the Librarian’s Desk 
— New arrivals at the 

Alamosa Public Library

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Alamosa 

Live Music Association’s 
Battle of the Bands is 
back by popular demand. 
The battle will happen on 
June 1, from 4 to 7 p.m., 
in Cole Park in Alamosa 
in conjunction with Sum-
merfest on the Rio. The 
victor gets a $1,000 con-
tract to perform at Sun-
days at Six in Cole Park 

on Aug. 18. 
Five bands will com-

pete, and each band will 
have approximately 20 
minutes to wow the au-
dience and judges. To 
submit your band for 
consideration, fill out 
the submission form 
at https://bit.ly/2024-bat-
tleofthebands or at alma-
online.org, by April 8.

For more information, 

like ALMA on Facebook 
or go to www.almaonline.
org.

ALMA seeks bands for 
Battle of the Bands
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Thursday, March 7

Women’s Wrestling NCWWC National 

Championships at Cedar Rapids, Iowa

TBA

Friday, March 8

Women’s Wrestling NCWWC National 

Championships at Cedar Rapids, Iowa

TBA

Men & Women’s Track at NCAA Division 

II Indoor Track & Field Championships at 

Pittsburg, Kan.

TBA

Baseball vs Regis University at Alamosa, Colo.

2:00 p.m.

Friday, March 8

Men & Women’s Track at NCAA Division 

II Indoor Track & Field Championships at 

Pittsburg, Kan.

TBA

Baseball vs Regis University at Alamosa, Colo.

12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Softball at Black Hills State University (S.D.) 

at Spearfish, S.D.
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
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Stop in or contact us for a FREE 
consultation.

6750 Cramer Rd.
Alamosa, CO

719-589-2112

a real threat to aspects of 
the area that are of great 
significance.

The moratorium is just 
the latest action taken 
by the commissioners in 
a struggle that, in many 
ways, has been ongoing 
since Harrison bought 
the land. But, in this in-
stance, the struggle began 
in the late summer of 2023 
when commissioners heard 
multiple complaints from 
concerned locals about an 
8-foot perimeter fence Har-
rison was constructing.

As described in docu-
ments submitted to the 
court by attorneys repre-
senting the county, the 
8-foot barrier is restricting 
migration of wildlife and 
causing both immediate 
and foreseeable damage 
to wildlife habitat in the 
area. Additional significant 
damage has been created 
in the 12-foot-wide fence 
roads that Harrison crews 
have bulldozed to construct 
the fences, many of which 
are on steep slopes and 
are causing extensive ero-
sion and diversion of wa-
ter that areas of historic 
and archaeological impor-
tance are facing significant 
threat. 

Ben Doon, Costilla Coun-
ty’s chief administrative 
officer, says one site that is 
at significant risk is La Mo-
rada, located in the small 
town of San Francisco. Ero-
sion and water are threat-
ening the adobe structure 
that the state has desig-
nated as a historic site. And 
neighbors, whose property 
is close to CVR, are experi-
encing significant damage, 
as well.

Costilla County commis-
sioners first approved a 
resolution adopting a mor-
atorium on Sept. 7, 2023, 
prohibiting fences taller 
than 5 feet and grading 
slopes that will cause ero-
sion and degradation of the 
watershed. 

Despite being notified of 
the resolution, CVR crews 
continued with construc-
tion of the fence in direct 
violation of the morato-
rium, according to court 
documents.

On Sept. 21, 2023, after 
commissioners got repeat-

ed reports of more fence be-
ing constructed, attorneys 
for the county filed a com-
plaint with the court and 
a motion for a Temporary 
Restraining Order and a 
Preliminary Injunction 
to stop fence construction 
and grading of the 12-foot 
roads.

CVR’s response was that 
the moratorium was “moot” 
and did not apply to them.

In an Oct. 12, 2023, rul-
ing that said it was “not 
moot”, District Judge Cris-
ta Newmyer-Olsen granted 
the Preliminary Injunction 
and ordered CVR to stop 
construction. 

Doon says all construc-
tion has presumably 
stopped but, between Sept. 
7 when the moratorium 
was approved and Oct. 12 
when the court made its 
ruling, “thousands of feet of 
fence were constructed.”

Attorneys for the county 
have requested that the 
court order remediation 
for all the fencing built il-
legally after September, ei-
ther in modifying the fence 
to abide by the 5-foot rule 
that is now part of Costilla 
County Land Use Code or 
removal of the fence all to-
gether.

Newmyer-Olsen did not 
address that request in her 
ruling, so the fence contin-
ues to stand, as is.

The moratorium passed 
in September was set to 
expire on March 5. It was 
that expiration date that 
prompted the vote this 
week to extend the morato-
rium until September.

Right now, the case of 
Costilla County versus Wil-
liam Harrison and Cielo 
Vista Ranch is set to go to 
court in October where it is 
hoped that Costilla Coun-
ty’s power and authority to 
regulate fence construction 
and grading will be upheld 
and a permanent injunc-
tion to remove all fencing 
illegally constructed be-
tween Sept. 7 and Oct. 13 
will be granted. 

But October is seven 
months away, which means 
that, for at least the next 
seven months, migration of 
wildlife will continue to be 
restricted and both erosion 
and diversion of water from 
areas destroyed by con-
struction of fence roads will 
continue to threaten some 
of Costilla County’s most 

treasured lands.
Throughout this battle, 

individuals have reached 
out to the governor for as-
sistance, including submit-
ting a petition with more 
than 3,000 signatures, but 
were told the governor can-
not intervene in county 
land use issues. There have 
also been discussions with 
the AG’s office about assis-
tance but nothing conclu-
sive has been announced to 
the public. 

“But more than the gov-
ernor or the AG’s office, the 
lack of concern from Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife 
has been difficult,” Doon 
says. “The Parks and Wild-
life people are basically 
telling us either ‘the fence 
is fine’ or we don’t have 
jurisdiction to do anything 
about it’. That just seems 
crazy.

“The fence is clearly in-
hibiting wildlife movement. 
And ‘the state owns the 
wildlife’, right? But they 
just don’t seem to have any 
concern with the wildlife — 
not the elk or…anything. 
They’re putting their head 
in the sand. The lack of 
anybody besides the county 
— even coming down and 
seeing it, let alone advocat-
ing for something — that’s 
very frustrating.”

When asked what he’d 
like to see come out of the 
October trial, Doon says, 
“We want the fence they 
built during the morato-

rium to come down. We’re 
not saying a person doesn’t 
have the right to build a 
fence on their property. But 
we would like a fence that’s 
more compatible with wild-
life. That’s for sure. The 
type of fence they built cuts 
off all wildlife. 

“Their construction prac-
tices need to be more re-
sponsible and not create 
so much erosion and just 
bulldozing lines through a 
steep mountain corridor. 
That’s completely irrespon-
sible.

“In a dream world, yeah, 
I would say ‘no fence’. But 
they’re going to build a 
fence. We’re saying this 
needs to be done in a way 
that’s responsible for wild-
life, the watershed, down-
stream users and the 
neighbors.”

Quoting a former com-
missioner, Doon said, “Ever 
since Jack Taylor bought 
the property in 1960 and 
started fencing it and re-
ally changed the way the 
locals got to use that prop-
erty, there’s been a chap-
ter of a struggle one way 
or another. There was the 
original court case, there 
was the original fencing in 
the 60s, there was logging. 
There’s always been some-
thing. 

“This is our chapter be-
tween the rich owner of the 
mountain and the commu-
nities where that land is 
part of their heritage.” 

Photo by Bernadette Lucero

Photo of significant erosion and water diversion caused 
by grading on a steep slope. Eight-foot perimeter fence 
visible in foreground. 

Wildlife Refuge to view the 
cranes. 

Along with the festival 
the Craft and Nature Fair 
will be held at the Out-
calt Event and Conference 
Center at the SLV Ski-Hi 
Complex. There will be 
photography for everyone 
to enjoy along with nature 
art, carvings, baked goods, 
handmade jewelry, cloth-
ing, and much more. It will 
take place from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday, and from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Sunday. 

Bus-guided crane tours 
will be available during the 
festival and new this year, 
the festival will offer Span-
ish language bus tours. The 
new tours will help the festi-
val reach a larger audience. 
Tickets must be reserved, to 
ensure a spot on the tour. 

There will be morning, 
afternoon, and evening 
crane tours during the fes-
tival. The tours will leave 
the Ski-Hi grounds and 
will be led by specialists 
who will speak about Sand-
hill Cranes and other birds 
as the tour proceeds to 
the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

A special access tour of 
the Blanca Wetlands is also 
scheduled.

Drive-yourself-tours 
at Trinchera Ranch and 
Home Lake are also avail-
able. All tours will be ex-
pert led; the Home Lake 
Tour will feature John Ra-
winski, a local ornithologist 
and author, who will share 
his expertise on local birds 
and where to find them. 
This tour will involve some 
walking, less than a mile 
on level ground. 

The Trinchera Ranch 
tour is a half-day tour which 
will allow attendees to learn 
more about forestry, wild-
life, and fisheries. Visit mv-
cranefest.org, for more in-
formation on specific times, 
costs and to register. 

The Monte Vista Crane 
Festival is a unique event 
for all different ages of peo-
ple.

The Sandhill Cranes are 
known to roost and feed at 
the Monte Vista Wildlife 
Refuge. In the past, at-
tendees have enjoyed view-
ing and taking pictures of 
the cranes, early morning 
when the sun is rising and 
early evening while the sun 
is setting. 

For more information 
and to register for events, 
visit mvcranefest.org.

plan mentions the possibil-
ity the herd may increase 
to 580 bison. A request for 
comment from the park 
regarding the potential 
number of bison was not re-
turned by press time.

National parks across 
the United States will use 
this Inflation Reduction Act 
funding to prepare for the 
impacts of climate change, 
protect species, restore eco-
systems, and invest in con-
servation jobs.

“This investment in con-
servation demonstrates an 
unprecedented commit-
ment towards tackling the 
climate crisis and strength-
ening America’s resilience,” 
said NPS Director Chuck 
Sams in a press release. 
“From restoring species 
to cleaning up abandoned 
mines in our national 
parks, this investment will 
support ongoing efforts to 
protect and preserve our 
nation’s most cherished 
places.”

The American bison is 
an essential component of 
grassland ecology and an 
iconic symbol of American 
culture. The species once 
numbered 60 million in 
North America, with the 
population centered in the 
central United States.

Many Indigenous cul-
tures, especially in areas 
where the species was most 
abundant, developed strong 
ties with bison and relied 
upon them for sustenance, 
shelter, and cultural and 
religious practices. In the 
19th century, bison were 
nearly driven to extinc-
tion through uncontrolled 
hunting and a U.S. policy 
of eradication tied to inten-
tional harm against and 
control of Native American 
Tribes.

By 1890, only several 
hundred wild bison re-
mained. In addition to de-
priving Tribes of a critical 
resource and lifeway, the 

persecution of bison con-
tributed to the decline of 
healthy grassland ecosys-
tems and, eventually, to the 
Dust Bowl. The loss of the 
keystone species, coupled 
with land conversion, led to 
declines in other important 
grassland wildlife, such as 
migratory birds and polli-
nators.

Beginning in the early 
20th century with the sup-
port of President Theodore 
Roosevelt, conservationists 
and scientists made a col-
lective effort to restore the 
American bison. Roosevelt 
was a co-founder of the 
American Bison Society, a 
group dedicated to saving 
the animal from extinction, 
Conservation and restora-
tion efforts have increased 
the number of wild bison in 
the United States from few-
er than 500 to more than 
15,000.

Although wild numbers 
have recovered dramati-
cally, they are functionally 
extinct to both grassland 
systems and the human 
cultures with which they 
coevolved.

According to the U.S. 
Department of the Inte-

rior, “Our attention and 
efforts must turn toward 
the ecocultural restoration 
of bison as native North 
American wildlife. Signifi-
cant conservation work is 
necessary not only to en-
sure that bison will remain 
a viable species but also to 
restore ecosystem function, 
strengthen rural economies 
dependent on grassland 
health, and provide for the 
return of bison to Tribally 
owned and ancestral lands.

“The imperative for eco-
cultural restoration is made 
even more urgent by climate 
change. Warming tempera-
tures exacerbate the pres-
sures on grasslands, with 
historic droughts, wildfires, 
and invasive species threat-
ening the grassland ecosys-
tems and the communities 
they support. The best sci-
ence shows that returning 
bison to grasslands can 
enhance soil development, 
restore native plants and 
wildlife, and promote car-
bon sequestration, thereby 
providing benefits for agri-
culture, outdoor recreation, 
and Tribes. In addition, re-
storing bison and healthy 
grasslands.”

The park service has had 
great success in bison re-
covery and reintroduction. 
Wind Cave National Park 
began bison conservation 
in 1905. When Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park 
was established in 1947, 
there were no bison in the 
park. After 29 bison were 
introduced a decade later, 
the herd increased and has 
grown to an estimated 600-
800. In the 1960s, Badlands 
National Park reintroduced 
50 animals from Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park. 
Today, Badlands has an 
estimated bison population 
between 1,000 to 1,200. The 
park is now a source of cre-
ating bison herds across the 
United States.

Of the approximately 
15,000 wild bison in the 
United States, the Depart-
ment of the Interior man-
ages 11,000 bison in herds 
across 4.6 million acres 
of U.S. public lands in 12 
states. The Yellowstone Na-
tional Park herd is the larg-
est at approximately 4,800 
animals. Most herds con-
tain between 300 and 500 
bison. Tribes have collec-
tively restored an addition-
al 20,000 healthy bison on 
Tribal lands, particularly in 
the Northern Great Plains 
and Intermountain states.

In addition to funding bi-
son conservation, the park 
service recently that an-
nounced parks in the Colo-
rado River basin will also 
receive approximately $4.6 
million to assess the effects 
of climate change and inform 
Colorado River management 
plans, as well as to remove 
invasive species and protect 
at-risk species. Another $4 
million will go to fourteen na-
tional parks across the arid 
Southwest to restore native 
plants and reduce the vul-
nerability of river systems to 
climate change. 

In 1889, Roosevelt wrote 
this in his journal about 
bison, “I have a half-mel-
ancholy feeling, few in-
deed are the men who now 
have or evermore shall 

reach them wherever they 
are in life. Every kid that 
comes to us is different so 
we’re allowed to be flexible 
and get them what they 
need,” he said.

When he’s done at GOAL 
for the day, he’ll head to 
Alamosa High where he 
works as an assistant track 
coach. Last track season 
he coached Aani Hardesty 
to state track titles in the 
100- and 300-meter hurdle 
races. Again, by getting her 
to believe in the training 
and what she was capable 
of accomplishing.

“When I work with kids 
online, I try to keep that 
same energy I have if 
they’re right here in front 
of me,” he said.

“It’s a unique experience, 
I’d say,” he said of working 
both for GOAL online and 
coaching at Alamosa High. 
“Track is what brought me 
to school here and what 

brought me to Alamosa. 
So it’s a way for me to give 
back to the community.”

Williams hails originally 
from Richmond, CA., and 
enrolled to run track at Ad-
ams State. Like so many 
others, he met a girl from 
Alamosa, married her and 
settled down and settled 
in for life’s haul. He and 
his wife, Marina, now have 
two children, Kinwood and 
Onyx, and he has a grow-
ing career in teaching at 
GOAL and coaching track 
at Alamosa High.

All because he believed.
This monthly award rec-

ognizes Adams State Uni-
versity School of Education 
alumni, prominent local 
teachers, and other educa-
tors working within or hail-
ing from the San Luis Val-
ley. In so doing, Adams 
State University hopes to 
build familiarity with the 
community as a serious des-
tination for future educators. 
To nominate and educator 
email Chrissy McKinney at 
cmckinney@adams.edu.

have, the chance of seeing 
the mightiest of Ameri-
can beasts, in all his wild 
vigor, surrounded by the 
tremendous desolation of 
his far-off mountain home.” 

Through Roosevelt’s efforts 
and those of the National 
Park Service, today, mil-
lions of visitors annually 
enjoy sightings of bison, 
our national mammal.

Photo by National Park Service

The American bison has the scientific name of Bison bi-
son. They are sometimes erroneously called buffalo, a 
species native to Africa. 
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Dave 
Marston

Writers On 
The Range

When the San Juan 
River flows out of the 
San Juan Mountains 
in Southwestern Col-
orado, it contributes 
15% of Lake Powell’s 
water. 

But there’s a prob-
lem: The river car-
ries a hefty 55% of 
the sediment enter-
ing the reservoir, and 
that mud is piling up. 
, and that mud is pil-
ing up. 

The sediment-heavy river flows south 
into New Mexico before jogging into 
Utah, then it joins the Colorado River 
close to the Arizona border. The conflu-
ence is submerged under Lake Powell.

After decades of drought, the reservoir 
created by Glen Canyon Dam has dwin-
dled to just a third full. Now, as the San 
Juan River flows toward Lake Powell, 
it rambles over a huge pancake of mud 
that’s 49 miles long, a mile wide in some 
places, and as much as 120 feet deep in 
the final reaches of the San Juan River. 

Unique hydrology has contributed to 
this plug, A relatively wide canyon and 
multiple waterfalls slow down the river, 
allowing sediment to drop out. Though 
the San Juan is the muddiest tributary, 
all the Colorado’s tributaries drop a good 
deal of mud 100 miles or more upstream 
of Glen Canyon Dam.

It’s a Western phenomenon caused by 
damming swift rivers, said Jeff Geslin, 
a geologist at Fort Lewis College in Du-
rango. The result is that reservoirs in the 
West have become “temporary sediment 
storage facilities.” 

If that mud could move through the 
Grand Canyon, like it did before the dam, 
biologists say that would help restore the 
canyon’s ecosystem, which depends on 
sediment-laden flushes in spring to scour 
riverbanks. Then, as the river slows, 
beaches form and vegetation returns.

Gary Gianniny, professor of Geoscienc-
es at Fort Lewis College in Durango has 
been studying the San Juan River, along 
with river researchers who call their 
team, “The Returning Rapids Project.”

The group’s big worry is that without 
drastic action — draining Lake Powell to 
let the Colorado River run free — time 
may be running out for the languorous 
San Juan River. 

Mike DeHoff, principal investigator of 

Glen Canyon 
Dam has 
created a 

world of mud

Photo courtesy Chad Niehaus

Calving sediment below Clay Hills, San Juan River.

the Returning Rapids Project said the 
sediment layer on the San Juan has cre-
ated new channels and new waterfalls. 
DeHoff added that no one knows whether 
the river’s sediment plug would dissipate 
even if Glen Canyon Dam were breached.

Researchers boating the San Juan Riv-
er where it approaches Lake Powell say 
they’re forced to navigate an ever-mov-
ing pile of sediment that also involves 
portaging around rock waterfalls. When 
they finally arrive at Lake Powell, there’s 
dangerous liquefied clay and sand to nav-
igate. 

“I’ve seen people sink to their chests in 
the mud, saved only by their flotation de-
vices and nearby boaters,” said DeHoff of 
Moab, Utah. 

“We’ll need a drone to study that area,” 
added Gianniny. 

Researchers with the Returning Rap-
ids Project talk a lot about what to call 
these giant slabs of calving sediment. De-
Hoff suggests “mud bergs.”  

Semi-solid mud walls along the river 
have already been dubbed “the Dominy 
Formation,” named after the avid federal 
dam-builder Floyd Dominy.

“Technically, Gianniny said, the giant 
mud plug is a “mass of uncompacted mud 
and sand that causes alluvial fanning.” 
And falling slabs of sediment, those “mud 
bergs,” act as semi-permanent river fea-
tures.

BLM River Ranger Chad Niehaus 
uses a packraft to regularly visit what 
researchers are calling the Lowest San 
Juan. He floats over 30-plus miles of the 
muddy river, finishing with a four-mile 
backpack out to a four-wheel drive ve-
hicle 48 miles from Page, Arizona as the 
crow flies.

Niehaus marvels at the deserted re-
gion. “Sediment is moving around, and 

you must be vigilant in a different way 
than you do on a ‘normal’ river.”

Drought, climate change, “whatever 
you call it, the Lowest San Juan has re-
emerged,” Niehaus said about wildlife in 
the once-submerged canyon. “I’ve seen 
river otters, mountain lions, coyotes — 
even pelicans — but the most astounding 
aspect is how quickly nature is coming 
back.” In places, cottonwood trees are 20 
feet high, he said.

“When I was a teenager there were 
places on maps that were considered for-
ever gone,” he said, pointing to sections 
on the map entitled, “Glen Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area.” 

Now, he said, “some forever-gone places 

are revealed.” He mentions Cathedral in 
the Desert, a wondrous site on the nearby 
Escalante River. Enough water has re-
ceded to make it visible, though some of 
this sacred place for Indigenous people is 
buried under 30-plus feet of sediment.

Meanwhile, the muddy end of the San 
Juan River is wild again: “I rarely see a 
footprint.”

Dave Marston is the publisher of the 
independent nonprofit, Writers on the 
Range, writersontherange.org, dedicated 
to spurring lively conversation about the 
West. He lives in Durango.

Editor,
Doug Manning, a best-selling author, 

former Pastor, and grief expert wrote 
“The calling of the funeral director is to 
be there when someone is in need. To 
be there no matter the time or the con-
ditions. To be there with words of com-
fort and concern. To be there to give 
quiet guidance through the storm. To 
be there for the final tribute that hon-
ors a life. There is no higher privilege.”

To the large majority of funeral direc-
tors in this country and our state, these 
thoughts are reflective of the call to ser-
vice we feel as men and women in the 
funeral industry.

In the past few months, especially 
in Colorado, the spotlight has been 
focused on the tragedies that have af-
fected many families regarding the 
irresponsible acts of a very small mi-
nority of people associated with fu-

neral homes. We are often reminded of 
the sales of body parts in Montrose a 
few years ago, the issues at a funeral 
home in Leadville, and more recently 
the alleged improper storage of close 
to 200 decedents in Penrose and as of 
this past week cremated remains and 
a body found in Colorado Springs in re-
lationship to a funeral home that had 
closed over a year ago.

With all that is going on, it is impor-
tant to know that legislatures are work-
ing on new bills, to put protections in 
place for families and their loved ones.

As a member of the Colorado Funeral 
Directors Board, we are working with 
legislatures to ensure that the bills 
presented benefit the families of Colo-
rado.

Where I grew up, the local funeral 
directors were an active part of the 
community, they went to our churches, 

served on our local non-profit boards, 
and were active in local civic groups. 
These were individuals that the com-
munity looked up to and held in high 
regard.

In the San Luis Valley, the local fu-
neral homes that we have do much the 
same. We serve the communities of the 
San Luis Valley with dignity and com-
passion. We all strive to honor the life 
of the decedents in our care to the best 
of our abilities. The funeral home staff 
that serves the community strives to 
provide the highest quality of service 
in our ways.

Much like the town I grew up in, as 
your funeral directors, we live, wor-
ship, and share in the same commu-
nity as those we serve.

Stephen Hunzeker
Mountain Valley Mortuary

Local funeral directors privileged 
to serve their communities
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Sports 
Bulletin

Follow sports editor 
Ken Hamrick on X. 

His handle is 
@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State 83, Black 
Hills State (S.D.) 63 

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY

College men’s 
lacrosse

Colorado State Pueb-
lo at Adams State, 3 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep boys basketball

Centauri vs. Yuma 
(Class 3A State Tourna-
ment at University of 
Denver), 8:30 p.m.

Sanford vs. Crowley 
County (Class 2A State 
Tournament at Love-
land), 8:30 p.m.

Sierra Grande vs. Den-
ver Jewish Day (Class 1A 
State Tournament at 
Greeley), 8:30 p.m.

Prep girls basketball
Centauri vs. Yuma 

(Class 3A State Tourna-
ment at University of 
Denver), 7 p.m.

College women’s 
wrestling

Adams State at NCAA 
Tournament (at Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa), TBA

Prep baseball
Alamosa vs. Sever-

ance (Montrose Invita-
tional), 1 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep boys basketball

Sanford vs. Denver 
Christian or Merino 

(Class 2A State Tourna-
ment at Loveland), 1:15 
or 8:30 p.m.

Centauri/Yuma win-
ner vs. Salida/Forge 
Christian winner (Class 
3A State Tournament 
at University of Denver), 
8:30 p.m.

Sierra Grande vs. 
Peetz or Cheyenne 
Wells (Class 1A State 
Tournament at Gree-
ley), TBA
Prep girls basketball

Centauri/Yuma win-
ner vs. Strasburg/Pey-
ton winner (Class 3A 
State Tournament at 

University of Denver), 
7 p.m.

Prep baseball
Monte Vista at Gun-

nison, noon
Sargent at Antonito, 

1 p.m.
College women’s 

basketball
Adams State at Regis 

winner (RMAC Tourna-
ment), 5 p.m.
College indoor track 

and field
Adams State at NCAA 

Division II Champion-
ships (at Pittsburg, 
Kan.), TBA

College men’s 

wrestling
A d a ms  St a te  a t 

NCAA Division II Na-
tional Championship 
(at Wichita, Kan.), TBA

College women’s 
wrestling

Adams State at NCAA 
Tournament (at Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa), TBA

Prep baseball
Alamosa vs. Glen-

wood Springs (Mon-
trose Invitational), 1 
p.m.

College baseball
Regis at Adams State, 

2 p.m.
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ASU’s Hyde sets national 
record in the 3,000

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – Adams 

State University’s Gracie 
Hyde set an NCAA 
Division II record in the 
3,000-meter run on Feb. 
9 at the David Hemrey 
Valentine Invitational in 
Boston.

Hyde, who hails from 
Benton, Ark., shattered 
the record set by another 
ASU t rack  a th le te 
Stephanie Cotter. Hyde’s 
time was 8:58.33 and she 
becomes the first women 
to break the nine-minute 
barrier in Division II 
history.

Hyde was also named 
the Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference’s 
women’s track and field 

Athlete of the Week, as 
well as the USTFCCCA’s 
National Athlete of the 
Week, for that time period.

Cotter’s time set last 
season was 9:06.03.
National indoor meet 

is this week
Hyde will be one of 

25 ASU track and field 
athletes to compete at this 
week’s NCAA Division II 
Indoor Meet at Pittsburg, 
Kan.

Below is the complete 
list of who has qualified 
for the Grizzlies and in 
what event:

MEN
Kidas Begashaw – mile
Dayton Brown – 5,000-meter, 
3,000-meter
David Cardenas – 800-meter, distance 
medley relay
Miguel Coca – mile, 3,000-meter
James Dunne – mile, distance medley 

relay
Yonas Haile – 3,000-meter
Romain Legendre – 5,0000-meter
Andrew O’Keefe – 5,000-meter
Ja’Warren Smith – distance medley 
relay
Jonah Vigil – 400-meter

WOMEN
Victoria Amiadamen – 4x400-meter 
relay, distance medley relay
Isila Apkup – 4x400-meter relay
Elena Carey – mile
Lieke Hoogsteen – 800-meter, distance 
medley relay
Gracie Hyde – mile, 3,000-meter, 
distance medley relay
Morgan Hykes – 3,000-meter
Maggie McCleskey – 3,000-meter
Jada Miller – 4x400-meter relay
Ava O’Connor – 3,000-meter
Precious Robinson – 5,000-meter, 
3,000-meter
Brianna Robles – 5,000-meter, 
3,000-meter
Emily Schoellkopf – 5,000-meter, 
3,000-meter
Jessica Simon – 800-meter, 4x400-
meter relay, distance medley relay
Tristan Spence – 5,000-meter, 
3,000-meter

Molina, Haile national 
champions for TSC

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – Former 

Alamosa High School 

student-athlete Alliyah 

Molina was one of two 

ind iv idual  nat ional 

champions for Trinidad 

State College at the 

NJCAA Indoor Track and 

Field Championships last 

weekend at the Alachua 

County Sports and Events 

Center in Gainesville, Fla.

Molina’s championship 

came in the women’s 

5,000-meter run in a time 

of 17:00.17. In addition to 

her championship, Molina 

also placed second in the 

3,000 meters in 9:54.79 

and fifth in the mile in 
4:56.57.

Also placing for the 

Lady Trojans was Megan 

Garrett who was third in 

the mile in 4:52.83 and 

fourth in the 1,000 meters 

in 2:58.60.

TSC’s other national 

champion was Hanibal 

Haile who won the men’s 

5,000 meters in 14:02.78, 

which is also a facility 

record.

He also took third in the 

3,000 meters in 8:08.56 

and third in the mile in 

4:07.66.

The Lady Trojans 

finished eighth overall 

with 33 points. Barton 

County (Kan.) and Iowa 

Western were the co-

champions with 106 points 

each.

The Trojans were 12th 

with 22 points. Indian 

Hills (Iowa) was the men’s 

national champion with 91 

½ points.

Three Grizzlies Secure Berths at Nationals
By ERIC R. FLORES
ASU sports information

PUEBLO – Three wrestlers from Adams State 
University secured their spots at the NCAA Division 
II Wrestling Championships following their top-three 
finishes at the NCAA Region VI Tournament hosted 
by CSU Pueblo.

Isaiah Gamez secured a berth at 125 pounds with 
a second-place finish, while Angel Flores qualified at 
141 pounds after claiming third place. Aaden Valdez 
emerged as the lone individual champion for the 
Grizzlies, punching his ticket at 165 pounds.

Valdez dominated his opponents, going 4-0. He 
started with a 12-3 major decision victory, followed by 
a 17-2 tech fall in the quarterfinals. In the semifinals, 
he secured a 5-0 shutout, and he clinched the title with 
a win over Kyle Botelho from San Francisco State. 
Valdez accrued 17.5 team points.

Gamez finished second, narrowly missing the 
individual title after a tiebreaker favored Zachary 
Ourada from Nebraska-Kearney. Gamez earned 18.5 
team points.

DJ Van Matre placed sixth at 133 pounds, contributing 
seven points before Flores added 13 with a third-place 
finish, sealed by a 6-5 decision victory over Johnny 
Lopez from San Francisco State.

Jack Faczak went 0-2 at 149 pounds, while Nico 
Carassco claimed fifth place at 157 pounds, securing 

nine points. Ben Tonnessen also finished fifth at 197 
pounds, earning 11 points.

Samuel Loera (174), Hunter Tobiasson (184), and Wil 
Aucoin (285) went 0-2 in their respective weight classes.

Overall, the Grizzlies amassed 76.5 points, finishing 
seventh as a team.

The trio of Grizzlies will now prepare for the NCAA 
National Championships in Park City, Kan., scheduled 
to commence on Friday, March 15.

Holland Qualifies for NCWWC National 
Championships

DENTON, Texas – The Adams State University 
Grizzly women’s wrestling team showcased their 
prowess on Feb. 25, securing three placers at the 
NCWWC Region VI Tournament held at Texas Woman’s 
University in Denton, Texas.

With the top four finishers in each weight 
category earning a ticket to the NCWWC National 
Championships in Cedar Rapids, Iowa in two weeks, 
Austria Holland emerged as the sole qualifier from the 
team, clinching third place in the 116-pound division.

In a thrilling showdown, Holland clinched victory 
in the third place match with a 4-2 decision over Jaia 
Ashley of Schreiner University.

Among the other standout performers for the Grizzlies 
were Canice Brickell, who claimed sixth place in the 
109-pound category, and Trinity Perez, who secured 
eighth place in the 130-pound division.

Grizzlies squash Yellowjackets 83-63
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – For the second straight year, the Adams 
State University women’s basketball team will play in 
the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference Tournament 
Final 4 as the Lady Grizzlies defeated Black Hills State 
(S.D.) 83-63 Tuesday at Plachy Hall gym.

“It was a great win,” said ASU coach Mario Caetano. 
“We had the energy and after we settled in after that 
first quarter, our nerves kind of settled and we started 
to make the shots that we normally make.”

Kayla Harris gave the Lady Grizzlies the early lead 
with a layup and a free throw, but Morgan Hammerbeck 
put the Lady Yellowjackets on the board with a jumper.

The teams then exchanged baskets until Ellie Moore 
made a layup and Hammerbeck tied the score at 9-9 
by splitting at the free throw line.

Alessia Capley gave Black Hills State its only lead 
with a layup. But Christabel Longe knocked down a 
jumper to tie the score at 11-11 after the first quarter.

ASU started to heat up early in the second quarter 
as Angeline Nageak and Riahana Davis made back-
to-back 3-point baskets. Kaycee Groves scored two 
baskets to bring BHSU within 17-15, but Nageak made 
another three for a 20-15 lead.

Haylee Weathersby scored four straight points to 
reduce the margin to 20-19, but Kiiyani Anitelu drove 
for a layup and later drained two treys and the Lady 
Grizzlies had a 27-19 advantage.

Hammerbeck scored five straight points and Kalla 
Bertram two as the Lady Yellowjackets closed to 
within 30-26.

But Elaina Watson made two free throws, and Nageak 
buried another 3-pointer and Adams State led 35-26 
at halftime.

Davis opened the second half with a layup, but Gracie 
Haneborg answered with one on the other side of the 
court. Watson drove for a layup and Anitelo swished 
a three for a 42-28 lead.

Davis then scored a layup and was hard fouled onethe 
play. She was awarded two free throws, which she 
converted, and the lead grew to 46-30.

Davis made a 3-pointer and Nageak knocked down 
a jumper for a 51-33 lead.

Capley made one of two from the line, and Raven 
Cournoyer and Capley both scored to reduce the Lady 
Yellowjackets’ deficit to 51-38.

Nageak ended the run with another trey and Watson 
scored a layup. Moore scored a layup, but Harmanie 

Dominguez scored ASU’s final five points of the third 
quarter and the Lady Grizzlies had a 61-43 advantage.

Nageak began the fourth quarter with a jumper, but 
Black Hills State got a 3-pointer from Jaylen Ostenson 
and a layup from Moore. Anitelu scored a layup, but 
Hammerbeck and Haneborg both scored to bring BHSU 

within 65-52 with 7:21 left in the game.
But Nageak ended the run with a three and she 

later added a layup.
ASU led 73-59 when Harris made a 3-pointer. 

Dominguez scored again and so did Harris. Davis hit 
a short jumper and added a free throw to wrap up the 
scoring for the Lady Grizzlies.

Four ASU players scored in double figures with 
Nageak leading the way with 23 points. Davis scored 
21, and Harris and Anitelu both scored 10.

Dominguez set a new school record with 97 3-pointers 
for the season.

Hammerbeck led the Lady Yellowjackets with 20 
points.

Adams State set a new team record for with 24 
against only seven losses. The Lady Grizzlies’ next 
game will be in the RMAC semifinals against Regis 
which defeated Colorado Christian 61-58.

The Final 4 will take place at Regis as top-seeded 
Colorado Mesa lost to Colorado State Pueblo 66-57.

“I Have to go home and watch some film and figure 
it out,” Caetano said. “We have to make sure we’re 
doing everything right on the defensive end and fix 
some mistakes and we’ll be ready to go.”

Tip-off at the Regis Fieldhouse is at 5 p.m. The 
second game will be between CSU Pueblo and Colorado-
Colorado Springs at 7 p.m. The Lady Mountain Lions 
defeated the Colorado School of Mines 71-65.

Adams State 83, Black Hills State 63

Black Hills State – Bertram 1-6 1-2 3, Haneborg 3-5 0-1 6, Moore 4-9 0-0 8, Ham-

merberg 8-10 3-5 20, Ostenson 2-5 2-2 7, Groves 2-3 0-0 4, Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Capley 

2-4 3-4 7, Cournoyer 1-7 0-0 2, Sanger 0-0 0-0 0, Pautz 0-1 0-0 0, Weathersby 1-1 

4-4 6. Total 24-51 13-18 63.

3-point goals – Haneborg 0-1, Hammerbeck 1-3, Ostenson 1-3, Bertram 0-3, 

Cournoyer 0-4. Total 2-15.

Adams State – Dominguez 3-9 0-0 7, Harris 4-5 1-1 10, Nageak 9-11 0-0 23, Wat-

son 3-9 2-2 8, Davis 7-13 4-5 21, Knothe 0-0 0-0 0, John 1-4 0-0 2, Linnear 0-0 0-0 

0, Anitelu 4-10 0-0 10, Longe 1-5 0-0 2. Total 32-66 7-8 83.

3-point goals – Dominguez 1-6, Nageak 5-6, Watson 0-1, Davis 3-6, Harris 1-2, 

Anitelu 2-5. Total 12-26.

Black Hills State  11 15 17 20 – 63

Adams State   11 24 26 22 – 83

Rebounds – Black Hills State 36 (Bertram, Capley, Haneborg 5), Adams State 27 

(Daivs 7). Assists – Black Hills State 15 (Haneborg, Moore 3), Adams State 22 

(Nageak 8). Fouls – Black Hills State 11, Adams State 18. Turnovers – Black Hills 

State 22, Adams State 12.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Adams State University’s Riahana Davis (24) fires 
in a 3-point shot in Tuesday’s Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference Tournament game at Plachy 
Hall gym. Davis scored 20 points as the Lady 
Grizzlies defeated the Lady Yellowjackets 83-
63. ASU will next play Regis University Friday in 
Denver at 5 p.m.
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By COLORADO PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE

DENVER — Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 
and a bipartisan group of 
legislators joined together 
on Monday to announce 
legislation that would give 
the agency the authority 
to reintroduce the North 
American wolverine to Col-
orado. 

Colorado wildlife officials 
considered the restoration 
of wolverine, along with 
Canada lynx, in the 1990s. 
However, due to complexi-
ties, the wolverine restora-
tion plans were delayed in 
favor of lynx restoration. 
After lynx restoration was 
deemed a success, CPW re-
turned to the idea in 2010 
and completed a plan for 
reintroduction informed 
by partners and stakehold-
ers, but that was halted 
because of uncertainty sur-
rounding a federal listing 
decision. 

Because the wolverine 
has been listed as a threat-
ened species by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
under the Endangered 
Species Act, SB24-171 
states that reintroduction 
of wolverines would not be-
gin until a final rule desig-
nating the North American 
wolverine in Colorado as a 
nonessential experimental 
population (known as a 
10(j) rule), had taken effect. 

“Colorado is the right 
state to take on this work,” 
said CPW Director Jeff Da-
vis. “The North American 
wolverine requires a high-
elevation habitat with per-
sistent, deep snowpack, and 
Colorado has some of the 
best remaining unoccupied 
wolverine habitat in the 
lower 48 states. This legis-
lation would put us on the 

Wolverine reintroduction bill is 
introduced through Colorado Legislature

right path toward a success-
ful wolverine reintroduction 
effort in Colorado.” 

“Wolverines are one 
of the last native species 
missing from our state,” 
said House Sponsor Repre-
sentative Barbara McLach-
lan. “The time is right to 
enhance Colorado’s wildlife 
diversity with a threatened 
species. We will be a better 
state for it.”

“Colorado has great un-
occupied wolverine habitat, 
and we have the oppor-
tunity to conserve a spe-
cies that has been missing 
from our state in addition 
to supporting the species 
by increasing their popu-
lation capacity across the 
Western U.S.,” said Sena-
tor Perry Will. “This legis-
lation will provide the na-
tion’s top wildlife agency 
and wildlife professionals 
the right method to reintro-
duce a species. Let’s man-
age the wildlife resources 
of Colorado the correct way 
through scientific wildlife 
management. I am excited 
to see this through.”

“Increasing biodiversity 
and doing our part to re-
sponsibly promote the re-
turn of threatened species 
is the Colorado way,” said 
Senator Dylan Roberts. “Af-
ter a long process of scien-
tific research, engagement 
with communities, busi-
nesses, and groups across 
the state, and with the 
proper legislative guard-
rails, Colorado is ready to 
move forward with restor-
ing a sustainable popula-
tion of wolverines to our 
high altitude landscapes. I 
am excited to work with a 
bipartisan group of legisla-
tors, CPW, and folks across 
the state to get this done.”  

Key components for the 

legislation include: 
• As long as the North 

American wolverine re-
mains on the list of threat-
ened or endangered species 
pursuant to the federal act, 
CPW will not reintroduce 
the species in the state un-
til the effective date of a 
final rule designating the 
wolverine in Colorado as a 
nonessential experimental 
population. 

• CPW will work coop-
eratively with federal land 
management agencies with 
jurisdiction over federal 
public lands where North 
American wolverines may 
be released in Colorado.

• The Parks and Wildlife 
Commission shall adopt 
rules providing for pay-
ment of fair compensation 
to owners of livestock for 
losses of livestock caused 
by the North American 
wolverine. 

• Before the reintroduc-
tion effort occurs, CPW 
will prepare and deliver a 
report on the North Ameri-
can wolverine in the state. 
CPW will also prepare a 
report for each of the five 
years after the reintroduc-
tion of the North American 
wolverine occurs.

• CPW may not use 
funds generated from the 
sale of hunting and fishing 
licenses or from associated 
federal grants to imple-
ment the reintroduction.

• The bill authorizes 
the CPW Director to use 
$750,000 from the Species 
Conservation Trust Fund 
for the reintroduction ef-
fort. The funds would be-
come available in the state 
fiscal year 2024-25.

Background on wolver-
ines

• With a solitary nature 
and a strong survival in-

stinct, the wolverine is an 
icon of arctic, boreal, and 
alpine environments. The 
wolverine, (scientifically 
known as the gulo gulo) 
is the largest terrestrial 
member of the weasel fam-
ily. With short, rounded 
ears, a broad head, and a 
stocky body, wolverines are 
sometimes compared to a 
skunk-badger-bear combo.

• Wolverines are a native 
species to Colorado, and 
their range once spanned 
down the Sierra Nevada in 
California and the Rocky 
Mountains to Colorado, but 
the species was extirpated 
in Colorado in the 1900s 
due to unregulated har-
vest, and broad-scale carni-
vore poisoning.

• Wolverines, which 
number in the thousands 
in Canada and Alaska, 
have since reestablished 
populations in Washing-
ton, Montana, Idaho, and 
Wyoming, but have not re-

turned to stay in Colorado.
• It is estimated that 

there are fewer than 400 
wolverines in the contigu-
ous United States, and the 
most significant stressor 
on wolverines in the com-
ing years will be climate 
change, according to an 
analysis by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

• Climate change is likely 
to present new and grow-
ing challenges to the spe-
cies, most in the form of a 
reduction in the cold, snowy 
habitat that wolverines pre-
fer. Colorado’s high snowy 
mountains are the species’ 
largest unoccupied territory 
in the lower 48, and will 
only become more impor-
tant as a warming climate 
shrinks the snowpack the 
wolverines need for dens.

• Colorado’s mountains, 
which are at high eleva-
tion, are predicted to retain 
their snowpack as well, if 
not better than, the lower-

elevation mountains in the 
Pacific Northwest.

• CPW biologists esti-
mate that the state has 
enough suitable terrain 
to support approximately 
100-180 animals at full car-
rying capacity, significant-
ly bolstering the species’ 
long-term viability with a 
potential to increase the 
population in the Western 
U.S. by 20% or more.

• Wolverines are oppor-
tunistic feeders and eat a 
variety of foods that are 
available in their harsh 
alpine/subalpine environ-
ment: small rodents, rab-
bits, porcupines, ground 
squirrels, marmots, birds 
and eggs, fish, carrion, and 
plants. Wolverines will oc-
casionally eat deer and oth-
er large ungulates. These 
are probably scavenged, 
although wolverines can 
kill large ungulates if those 
animals are weakened and 
bogged in deep snow.
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In-House Financing (on Select Vehicles) 4
We can find You the Perfect Vehicle on request

1591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-2777
garciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

We’re making it easy to get behind the wheel!

Oil Changes 4 
Tires 4 

Auto Service 4     
Mention this ad and get a

15% DISCOUNT
On your next oil service or 

on labor for a repair!

Great Selection of New Vehicles | All Vehicles Priced at or Below Invoice
New Pre-owned Inventory Arriving Daily | Helpful, Hassle-Free Service 

Hunting for your next car? Find what you’re looking for here!

$500 OFF
ANY VEHICLE*

*On our lot for cash buys and bank loan purchases.

4WD, 5.0 L, Bluetooth

2015 Ford F-150

2012 Subaru 
Impreza Sport 

1999 Toyota Tacoma
4WD, 5 Speed Manual Transmission

Remote Start, Active Exhaust, Sunroof

2018 Chevrolet 
Camaro SS

AWD, Bluetooth/Touchscreen, Heated Seats

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION

CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 956-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 20, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused 
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Samuel G. Burris
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Gen-
eration Mortgage Company
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
LLACG Community Investment Fund
Date of Deed of Trust
April 14, 2011
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
April 25, 2011
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
345355 
Original Principal Amount
$210,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$208,038.94
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  For rea-
sons including, but not limited to, the failure to pay monthly payments 
of principal and interest together with all other payments provided for 
in the Deed of Trust and Note.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE STATE OF 
COLORADO, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, AND IS DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:
A TRACT OF LAND CONTAINING 3 ACRES DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:
BEGINNING AT THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF THE WEST-
ERLY R.O.W. LINE FOR S. H. NO. 285 AND THE SOUTH LINE OF 
THE N.W. 1/4 SEC. 5, T. 36N., R. 10E., OF N.M.P.M, FROM WHICH 
POINT THE N.W. CORNER OF SAID SEC. 5 BEARS N. 3 DEG. 
31`37” W. A DISTANCE OF 2657.11 FT. THENCE S. 89 DEG.42`45” 
W. ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF THE N W. 1/4 SAID SEC. 5 AND 
N.E. 1/4 SEC. 6, A DISTANCE OF 325.00 FT. THENCE N. 22 DEG. 
45` E., PARALLEL TO THE WESTERLY R.O.W. LINE FOR S.H. NO. 
285, A DISTANCE OF 436.93 FT. THENCE N 89 DEG. 42`45” E., 
PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE N.W. 1/4 SAID SEC. 5, A 
DISTANCE OF 325.00 FT. TO A POINT ON THE WESTERLY R.O.W. 
LINE FOR S.H.NO. 285. THENCE S. 22 DEG. 45` W., ALONG SAID 
WESTERLY R.O.W. LINE FOR S.H.NO. 285, A DISTANCE OF 
436.93 FT. TO A POINT OF INTERSECTION WITH THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID N.W. 1/4 SEC. 5, WHICH IS THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, ALL IN ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 12483 US Highway 285 S, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/17/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication   2/21/2024
Last Publication    3/20/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/20/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Jeremiah B Hayes #34002
Taherzadeh, PLLC 15851 N Dallas Parkway, Suite 410,  Addison, TX 
75001 (469) 729-6800
Attorney File # Burris 190-00165
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3797.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 21, 28, March 6, 13, & 
20, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box 
129, Capulin, CO  81129-0129. 
THE S1/2 NE1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 
7 EAST, N.M.P.M. COUNTY OF CONEJOS AND STATE OF COLO-
RADO.
A PARCEL OF LAND IN THE NE1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 35 
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS AND 
STATE OF COLORADO, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE NE1/4 SE1/4 OF SECTION 2 AND RUNNING THENCE 
EAST TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE SAID NE1/4 
SE1/4 OF SECTION 2; THENCE SOUTH 300 FEET; THENCE IN 
A NORTHWESTERLY DIRCTION TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
LESS MINERAL INTEREST.
572102100062
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2019.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings 
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY  10471, and the 
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho 
Holdings LLC.  And as present holder of the certificate they have 
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said 
real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said 
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 12th day of June A.D. 2024, 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 21st day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 3798.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 21, 28, & March 6, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box 
129, Capulin, CO  81129-0129. 
SE1/4 SW1/4 OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 7 
EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS AND STATE OF COLO-
RADO, TOGETHER WITH ALL WATER RIGHTS THAT MAY EXIST 
WITH PROPERTY.
571712300039
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2019.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings 
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY  10471, and the 
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho 
Holdings LLC.  And as present holder of the certificate they have 
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said 
real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said 
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 12th day June A.D. 2024, 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 21st day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 3799.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 21, 28, & March 6, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the hereinaf-
ter Described Land,
Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose Name the same was 
Taxed or Specially
Assessed, and to all Persons having an Interest or Title of Record 
in or to the said
Premises and To Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1) /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. 
Box 129,
Capulin, CO 81129-0129.
THE W1/2 NW1/4, AND THE SE1/4 NW1/4, AND THE SOUTH 16
ACRES OF THE NE1/4 NW1/4, AND THE N1/2 SW1/4 OF SECTION 
13;
THE E1/2 NE1/4, AND THE NE1/4 SE1/4, AND THE EAST
TWO-THIRDS NW1/4 SE1/4, AND THE EAST TWO-THIRDS OF 
THE
SW1/4 NE1/4
OF SECTION 14; ALL IN TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST 
OF
THE N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO, 
LESS
1/2 INTEREST IN MINERAL RIGHTS AS DESCRIBED IN BOOK 226 
AT
PAGE 10 OF THE CONEJOS COUNTY RECORDS.
571713200046
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the
then County Treasurer of the County of Conejos, in the State of Colo-
rado, offered for sale
at a public tax lien sale the above described real estate situated in the 
County of Conejos, State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes 
assessed against said real estate for the year 2019.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of /AK Lonepine
Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings 
LLC; whose address
is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the Treasurer’s Certificate 
of Purchase was
issued therefore to Jericho Holdings LLC. And as present holder of 
the certificate they
have made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed 
to said real estate.
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to the said 
Jericho Holdings
LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 12th day of June, 2024, unless the same has 
been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to 
the actual execution of
said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 21st day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 3800.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 21, 28, & March 6, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box 
129, Capulin, CO  81129-0129. 
THE W1/2 NE1/4 NW1/4 AND THE S1/2 NW1/4 OF SECTION 12, 
TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF 
CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO, LESS AND EXCEPT A TRACT 
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE 
SE CORNER OF THE SE1/4 NW1/4 OF SECTON 12, TOWNSHIP 
35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS, 
STATE OF COLORADO, AND RUNNING THENCE NORTH ON 
THE QUARTER SECTION LINE 77 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 83°25’ 
WEST 670.9 FEET TO THE SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE OF THE 
SAID SE1/4 NW1/4 OF SAID SECTION 12; THENCE RUNNING 
EAST ON THE SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE 666.5 FEET TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING.
A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING 
AT THE NW CORNER OF THE SAID NE1/4 SW1/4 OF SECTION 
12, TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M. COUNTY 
OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO, AND RUNNING THENCE 
SOUTH ON THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID NE1/2 SW1/4 
OF SAID SECTION 12, 77 FEET; THENCE NORTH 83°25’ EAST 
670.9 FEET TO THE NORTH BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID NE1/4 
SW1/4 OF SECTION 12; THENCE RUNNING WEST ON THE 
NORTH BOUNDARY LINE 666.5 FEET TO THE PLACE BEGIN-
NING.
571712300034
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2019.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings 
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the 
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho 
Holdings LLC.  And as present holder of the certificate they have 
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said 
real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said 
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 26th day of June A.D. 2024, 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 3807.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box 
129, Capulin, CO  81129-0129. 
SE1/4 OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST, 
N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO.
571907400016                                    
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2019.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings 
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the 
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho 
Holdings LLC.  And as present holder of the certificate they have 
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said 
real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said 
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 26th day of June A.D. 2024, 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 3808.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box 
129, Capulin, CO  81129-0129. 
N1/2 S1/2 NW1/4 OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE 
7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORA-
DO, LESS THE 30 FEET AS DESCRIBED IN BOOK 345 AT PAGE 
992.
556324200037                                 
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2019.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings 
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the 
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho 
Holdings LLC.  And as present holder of the certificate they have 
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said 
real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said 
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 26th day of June A.D. 2024, 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 3809.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE
is hereby given that a supplemental budget has been submitted to 
the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Alamosa for the 
year of  2023; a copy of such supplemental budget has been filed in 
the Office of the County Finance Officer.  Said document is available 
for public inspection at the front reception area.  A final hearing on 
the supplemental budget will be held at 9:30 AM, March 13, 2024 at 
a regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners.  Such a 
supplemental budget will be considered for adoption in the Board’s 
Chambers, Alamosa County Administrative Services Building, 8900 
Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101.  Any interested parties may 
inspect the proposed budget and file or register any objections there-
to until the conclusion of the final budget hearing.  MariCruz Mora, 
Controller
No. 3828.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 6, 2024.

(719) 852-2536 • 150 N. Broadway • Monte Vista

San Luis Valley
Auto Repair llc

Complete  Automotive Service

Serving the San Luis Valley 
for the Past 14 Years!

Sunflour Café

278 N Broadway  • Monte Vista
(719) 852-6945 

Monday- Friday 7-2
Saturday 7-12 Breakfast Only

• Daily Breakfast 
and Lunch Specials
• Ask about our 

Catering Services
• Pies, cinnamon rolls, 
pecan rolls, cheesecakes

March 8-10, 
2024

Sandhill Cranes and 
other migratory birds 
follow a long route 
during their seasonal 
migrations. Along the 
way, there are many 
places where you can 
stop and view these 
beautiful creatures. So 
what makes the Monte 
Vista Crane Festival 
unique? We believe 
it is a combination of 
unmatched scenery, 
exceptional wildlife 
viewing, and the 
friendly, welcoming 
communities of the San 
Luis Valley.

At the Monte Vista Crane 
Festival you can enjoy 
thousands of Sandhill 
Cranes, ducks, and 
geese flying against a 
backdrop of mountain 
scenery. Raptors will 
adorn the power poles 
and owls will be sitting 
with their young. A 
visit to the Monte 
Vista Crane Festival is 
an opportunity to see 
an amazing natural 
spectacle as well as 
experience a unique 
rural community.

41st Annual Monte Vista

Crane Festival



Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com
(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Steve Copley 
Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

HANDYMAN

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION

CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 957-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 27, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused 
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Betty J. Croft
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Uni-
versal Lending Corporation
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
LLACG Community Investment Fund
Date of Deed of Trust
November 22, 2011
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
November 29, 2011
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
347407 
Original Principal Amount
$262,500.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$254,043.35
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  For rea-
sons including, but not limited to, the failure to pay monthly payments 
of principal and interest together with all other payments provided for 
in the Deed of Trust and Note.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
TRACT 4, NEWTON SUBDIVISION-EXEMPTION, THE PLAT OF 
WHICH WAS FILED JANUARY 08, 1979 UNDER RECEPTION NO. 
201105, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE OF COLORADO
Also known by street and number as: 202 Northwood Lane, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/24/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 2/28/2024
Last Publication 3/27/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/27/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Jeremiah B Hayes #34002
Taherzadeh, PLLC 15851 N Dallas Parkway, Suite 410,  Addison, TX 
75001 (469) 729-6800
Attorney File # Croft 190-00166
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3813.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, 13, 20, & 
27, 2024.

173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(3/15/24-monthlyAS)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for a MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN. This is 
a full-time position with 
benefits. A complete list 
of desired qualifications 
and experience can be 
viewed on the district 
website. Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent ben-
efit package including 
employee health, den-
tal, vision, HSA match, 
and life coverage. The 
salary for this position 
will be paid from the 
current MVSD Mainte-
nance Technician Sal-
ary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties, by March 21, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. (3/26/24)
WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds. (AS)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
PAYROLL/HUMAN 
RESOURCES CLERK. 
Applications are avail-
able online at https://
www.alamosaschools.
org/ For more infor-
mation, contact Tracy 
Vigil at 719-587-1600 or 
tvigil@alamosaschools.
org. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(3/13/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are 
now accepting applica-
tions for the position of 
ELEMENTARY SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER, for  the 
remaining 2024-2025 
School Year. Qualifica-
tions; Special Education 
Certification as required 
by the State of Colorado 
or such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable . Ap-
plications can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

M A C K E Y  C O N -
STRUCTION CO. , 
LLC is looking for a 
WELDER / FABRICA-
TOR with MIG experi-
ence and some field stick 
welding. Salary will be 
based on skill and ex-
perience. Please call 
719-852-3222. (4/3/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking a SECOND-
ARY SOCIAL STUD-
IES TEACHER for the 
2024-25 school year. 
Applicants must pos-
sess a Colorado Teaching 
License or be eligible 
to apply for one. Salary 
schedules are available 
on the district website. 
Please submit a district 
application, resume, 
cover letter, and tran-
scripts at https://www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply.  (3/15/24)

SLV FEDERAL BANK 
is now accepting applica-
tions for MORTGAGE 
LOAN PROCESSOR 
in our ALAMOSA OF-
FICE. Applications and 
position descriptions are 
available at www.slvfed.
bank or at each branch 
location. Equal opportu-
nity Employer, including 
considering individuals 
with Disabilities and Vet-
erans/Affirmative Action 
Employer. (3/26/24)

CENTER CONSOLI-
DAT E D S C HO OL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tions of ELEMENTARY 
3RD GRADE & 5TH 
GRADE TEACHER, 
for the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense or, such alternative 
as the Board of Educa-
tion may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Applica-
tions can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442.  Application 
Deadline: Until Position 
is Filled. EOE. (4/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tions of HIGH SCHOOL 
SOCI A L STU DI ES 
TEACHER, for  the 
2024-2025 School Year. 
Qualifications; Must 
hold a valid State of 
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense or, such alternative 
as the Board of Educa-
tion may find appropri-
ate and acceptable. Ap-
plications can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTR ICT 26JT is 
looking for a MIDDLE 
S C H O O L  H E A D 
TRACK COACH for 
the 2024 season. Quali-
fications: Must be over 
18, have a high school 
diploma/GED and be 
able to pass a back-
ground check, or, such 
alternative qualifications 
as the Board may find 
appropriate and accept-
able. Non- Certified Ap-
plications can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunites or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

CONEJOS COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH is 
seeking a Part Time, 
30 hrs a week, ASSIS-
TA N T PE R SONA L 
CA R E  P ROV I D E R 
SUPERVISOR. Start-
ing rate $17.50/hr Du-
ties include: Scheduling 
and finding substitutes 
for PCP’s. Conducts 
orientation on policies, 
conducts supervisory 
visits, training, home 
visits, data enters PCP 
timesheets, and noti-
fies clients of changes in 
scheduling. Fills in as on 
call PCP. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Office, data 
entry skills a must. Bi-
lingual preferred and 
High School Diploma or 
equivalent. Application 
Form Required available 
on Conejos County Pub-
lic Health Facebook Page 
or via email upon request 
at cricci@co.conejos.
co.us. Deadline is March 
11, 2024. Inquiries call 
(719) 376-6799. (3/9/24)

FULL-TIME MAIN-
TENANCE POSITION 
in ALAMOSA. SAN 
LUIS VALLEY FARM 
W O R K E R  H O U S -
ING CORPORATION 
is seeking a qualified 
Full-Time Maintenance 
Position in Alamosa. 
Minimum of 3 years’ 
exper ience. Must be 
knowledgeable in heat-
ing, small appliance 
repair, plumbing, and 
minor electrical work, 
landscaping, painting 
and clean ing apa r t-
ments to make ready. 
Willing to be on call 
after normal working 
hours. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Must be 
able to pass background 
investigation and a drug 
test. Wage is determined 
upon experience. Job 
will close on March 15, 
2023. Mail resume to 980 
S. Broadway, Center, Co. 
81125. Equal Housing 
Opportunity Employ-
ment. (3/15/24)

V E G I  G A R -
D E N  M A N A G -
ER. VEGI, VALLEY 
E D U C A T I O N A L 
GARDENS INITIA-
TIVE is seeking moti-
vated garden enthusiast 
to manage the pro-
gram’s garden opera-
tions, garden / nutrition 
education efforts, staff 
and volunteers, and 
special events. We’re 
looking for someone 
with knowledge and 
enthusiasm about gar-
den ing,  exper ience 
working with children, 
and strong communica-
tion and organizational 
skills. This person will 
have opportunities to 
work with their hands 
both in the dirt and in an 
office space. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Sal-
ary $38k-44k DOE, full 
benefit package. Send 
cover letter, resume/
request job description 
to Emily:  hr@lapuente.
net, 719 589-5909, ext 
238.  www.lapuente.net  
(4/3/24)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a RELA-
TIONSHIP MANAG-
ER with 3+ years of 
commercial loan expe-
rience. FSWB offers 
competitive compen-
sation, generous ben-
efits, & career devel-
opment. Join FSWB’s 
award-winning team 
dedicated to support-
ing rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit 
and small businesses. 
For details and to apply, 
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (3/20/24)
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Classifieds

420 - 

LOTS  & ACREAGES

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

701 - AUTOS FOR 
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324 - SEED

 & FEED

314- 

CLOTHING

350 - FARM 

EQUIPMENT

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

409 - FARM & 

RANCHLAND

426 - MOBILE HOMES 
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401 - BUSINESS 
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387 - WANTED 

TO BUY

606 - BUSINESS 
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353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK
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221 - 
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221 - 

HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

356 - MEAT & 

PRODUCE

345 - 

WOOD

713 - PICKUP 

TRUCKS

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting 
applications for the po-
sition of UTILITIES 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER II.  Utilities 
Maintenance Worker 
II is a skilled position 
with a minimum re-
quirement of a Small 
Syst ems Wastewa-
ter Certification and 
preferably a Class D 
Wastewater Treatment 
Certification. A HS Di-
ploma, and one year 
of experience working 
within a treatment fa-
cility is required. The 
hiring range for this 
position is $21.00 to 
$24.00 per hour DOE. 
Candidates will need 
a valid driver’s license 
and be able to pass a 
pre-employment back-
ground check and drug 
test. Please visit: https://
cityofmontevista.colo-
rado.gov/government/
departments/human-re-
sources for a complete 
position description and 
application. (3/19/24)

R I O  G R A N D E 
C H I L D  D E V E L -
OPMENT & FAM-
I LY  SE RV IC E S  / 
DEL NORTE HEAD 
START is currently 
accepting applications 
for a full time RECEP-
TIONIST. Appl ica-
tions can be picked 
up and dropped off at 
440 Sixth Street DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132. 
Resumes can be sent to  
rgcdfs@gmail.com or 
don na ma r ie5659@
gmail.com.  Position 
will be open until filled. 
(3/8/24)

ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE 
is hiring a HOUSING 
COORDINATOR for 
Apr i l-August 2024, 
maximum of 35 hours 
per week. Position will 
require travel around 
south-central CO. A 
vehicle or mileage re-
imbursement will be 
p rov ided.  P r i ma r y 
responsibilities: com-
municate with tenants, 
landlords, and AAI; 
complete move-in/out 
checklists; schedule 
house cleanings; and 
coordinate moving fur-
niture between houses. 
See full job description 
and application instruc-
tions at alpineachievers.
org. (3/6/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
TECHNOLOGY SUP-
PORT TECHNICIAN. 
Applications are avail-
able online at https://
www.alamosaschools.
org/ For more infor-
mation, contact Tracy 
Vigil at 719-587-1600 
or tvigil@alamosas-
chools.org. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (3/6/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications 
for the following po-
sit ion:  SECURITY 
ENTRY CONTROL 
and BUILDING SE-
CURITY (AHS). Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosaschools.org/ . 
For more information, 
contact Tracy Vigil at 
719-587-1600 or tvig-
il@alamosaschools.org. 
Application deadline 
is until filled. EOE. 
(3/6/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
A HS ASSISTA N T 
CROSS COUNTRY 
COACH. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600 or tvigil@alamo-
saschools.org. Appli-
cation deadline is until 
filled. EOE. (3/6/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications 
for the following po-
sition: OMS ASSIS-
TANT WRESTLING 
COACH. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/ For more 
information, contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600 or tvigil@alamo-
saschools.org. Appli-
cation deadline is until 
filled. EOE. (3/6/24)
ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
A HS ASSISTA N T 
TRACK COACH. Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosaschools.org/ 
For more information, 
contact Tracy Vigil at 
719-587-1600 or tvig-
il@alamosaschools.org. 
Application deadline 
is until filled. EOE. 
(3/6/24)

BOE OF CENTER 
SCHOOLS is now ac-
cepting applications 
for an ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR to SU-
PE R I N T E N DE N T. 
Qualif ications: Ad-
vanced Degree, Ad-
ministrative License, or 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. This 
position will assist the 
Superintendent in the 
professional organiza-
tion and administration 
of the School District. 
Salary commensurate 
with experience. For 
information and ap-
pl icat ion mater ia ls 
please visit the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities (fill out the 
licensed employee ap-
plication) or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442.  Application 
Deadline: April 1, 2024. 
EOE. (3/30/24)

SURGICAL AND IN-
FUSION NURSE (full-
time) in DEL NORTE. 
Bachelor’s of Science 
preferred, Associates 
Degree in Nursing re-
quired. This is a dual 
role in a small critical 
access hospital with 
outpatient surgery and 
infusions. Primary du-
ties include circulating 
nurse and outpatient 
infusions; ability to be 
f lexible and work in 
a dynamic team en-
vironment is central 
to this role. Preferred 
minimum of 2 years 
Circulating Nurse ex-
perience for more infor-
mation, contact Kayla 
Jordan at 719-657-4160 
or complete an applica-
tion online at http://
rio-grande-hospital.org  
Under Contact/ Em-
ployment. RGH is an 
EOE. (3/15/24)

PERIOPERATIVE 
R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  ( PA R T-
TIME) 20-29 hours a 
week in DEL NORTE. 
PREOP and PACU RN 
position. This position 
offers the option for an 
experienced nurse to 
work additional hours 
on the inpatient unit 
or emergency depart-
ment.  Must have ver-
bal skills to present 
information and ideas 
essential to team par-
ticipation. Understand 
general nursing theory 
and practice; capable 
of dealing with people 
and working closely 
with patients; workable 
knowledge of safety 
procedures; must have 
patience and enthu-
siasm as well as the 
willingness and abil-
ity to handle difficult 
situations with good 
judgment; must be able 
to work as a team mem-
ber; must be willing to 
learn For more infor-
mation, contact Kayla 
Jordan at 719-657-4160 
or complete an applica-
tion online at http://
rio-grande-hospital.org  
Under Contact/ Em-
ployment. RGH is an 
EOE. (3/15/24)

M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER I. Defi-
nition: This position 
performs skilled and 
unskilled work in the 
operation of automotive 
and light construction 
equipment involved in 
the maintenance and 
clean ing of st reets 
and maintenance util-
ity system (water and 
sewer.) Direct supervi-
sion is required under 
a foreman. This is an 
entry-level position to 
all the functions of the 
Public Works Depart-
ment. The Maintenance 
Worker I position is 
hourly, 32 hours a week 
position. QUALIFI-
CATIONS: Preferably 
some knowledge of 
practices in:  Construc-
tion, maintenance and 
repair of water and/or 
wastewater systems; 
Knowledge and use of 
hand tools appropriate 
to the Public Works 
tasks; Ability to prepare 
and maintain simple 
records; Ability to per-
form strenuous physical 
work for extended peri-
ods of time in all weath-
er conditions; Ability to 
follow oral and written 
instructions; Ability 
to communicate effec-
tively with other em-
ployees, superiors and 
the public; Ability to 
recognize and report 
abnormal operating 
functions of assigned 
equipment; Ability to 
learn to operate vari-
ous equipment, which 
may include heavy con-
struction equipment; 
Requires the ability to 
exert up to 50 pounds 
of force occasionally, 
and/or up to 25 pounds 
of force frequently, and/
or a negligible amount 
of force constantly to 
move objects. Physical 
demands of work re-
quire walking or stand-
ing to a significant de-
gree. Education: High 
school or GED and pre-
ferred some vocational, 
high school or equiva-
lent training. EXPERI-
ENCE: A minimum of 
three (3) years manual 
labor or mechanical 
maintenance and repair, 
or an equivalent combi-
nation of education and 
experience is required. 
SPECIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: A Class C 
driver’s license and 
availability for on-call 
duty is required. Back 
ground check is re-
quired. Probation: No 
less than a 90-day pe-
riod. Applications can 
be picked up at Blanca 
Town Hall during nor-
mal business hours. 
(3/13/24)

L A  P U E N T E  I S 
seeking a self-starting 
individual for the po-
sit ion of EMPLOY-
M E N T  N AV I G A -
TOR as the front-line 
worker in our Em-
ployment Readiness 
program. This pro-
gram engages clients 
exper iencing bar r i-
ers to employment to 
support their journey 
from unemployed or 
u nd e r employe d  t o 
stability and indepen-
dence. The Naviga-
tor will work with La 
Puente’s Shelter, Street 
Outreach, and Adelante 
programs, as well as 
local employers and 
employment programs 
to help clients overcome 
barriers and obtain em-
ployment. The Naviga-
tor also works to build 
trust, conduct assess-
ments, make referrals, 
identify resources, and 
collect data. Ability 
to problem-solve and 
collaborate with oth-
er agencies is a must. 
36k-40k DOE. Send 
resume: La Puente, P.O. 
Box 1235, ALAMOSA, 
CO  81101, 719 589-
5909. www.lapuente.
net Email: hr@lapu-
ente.net (3/13/24)

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC has 
a Full-Time MA posi-
tion available in our 
clinic. Must be depend-
able, have the abil-
ity to multi-task, be 
a self-starter and pay 
close attention to detail 
complete an applica-
tion online at http://
rio-grande-hospital.org  
Under Contact/ Em-
ployment. Additional 
question contact Ted 
Andersen at teda@rio-
grandehospital.net or 
call 719-657-2418 RGH 
is an EOE. (3/15/24)

E L E M E N T A R Y 
B E H AV I O R  I N -
TERVENTIONIST 
/ SCHOOL ASSESS-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR / RESPONSE TO 
INTERVENTION CO-
ORDINATOR need-
ed at DEL NORTE 
E L E M E N T A R Y 
SCHOOL for the 2024-
2025 school year. We 
are seeking a hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic 
teaching professional 
to join our dynamic, 
vibrant and fun-loving 
team. Applicants must 
have a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to:  Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(3/26/24)

INSTRUCTIONAL 
COACH NEEDED AT 
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL. 
Candidate should be 
proficient in all areas 
of teaching and learn-
ing, with an emphasis 
on professional prac-
tice and the teaching 
and learning cycle. The 
coach will be respon-
sible for consulting with 
and supporting the in-
structional teaching 
staff in using resources 
that impact student 
learning. The coach 
will provide support 
and professional learn-
ing to instructional staff 
as needed. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and 
possess or be able to ob-
tain a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co. Applications can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at: ur-
tigers.co. (3/26/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER needed at 
the URGSD. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant 
and fun-loving team for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(3/26/24)

S E E D  S O RT E R S 
WANTED: will last 
two weeks ..job will 
start soon. Please text 
or call 719-850-2137. 
(3/26/24)

LABOR ERS AN D 
SORTERS needed 
for POTATO WARE-
HOUSE in CENTER. 
Experience not neces-
sary, willing to train.  
40+ hours/week.  Stop 
b y  M O U N T A I N 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
St reet,  Center,  CO 
81125 to fill out an ap-
plication. (3/22/24)

BOE OF CENTER 
SCHOOLS is now ac-
cepting applications 
for CHILDCARE IN 
THE INFANT ROOM 
for  t he  2023-2024 
S C H O O L  Y E A R . 
Qualifications: Must 
be at least 18 years of 
age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent, 
or such alternative to 
the above qualifications 
as the Board of Educa-
tion may find appropri-
ate and acceptable. All 
candidates must pass 
background checks and 
continuing education as 
needed. For informa-
tion and application ma-
terials please visit the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(3/12/24)

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO SCHOOL is look-
ing for  an ASSIS-
TANT PRINCIPAL / 
ATHLETIC DIREC-
TOR for the 2024 / 
2025 SCHOOL YEAR. 
Please see www.san-
greschools.org for more 
information. (3/12/24)

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT is looking for 
PA RT-T I M E CUS-
TODIAN help.  For 
m o r e  i n fo r m a t i o n 
please contact Gary 
Fritz at 719-469-1221 
or email gfritz@san-
greschools.org. Ap-
pl ica t ions  may  b e 
downloaded from sdc.
schooldesk.net under 
tab “about us”. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(3/12/24)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

FOR SALE: CHER-
OKEE BOOTS size 
12 MEN. Like new 
- $50. Call 719-256-
4058 or 719-429-9900. 
(2/17/24)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various qual-
ity and pricing. 719-
850-8917. (3/20/24AS-
monthly)

THANK YOU, VAL-
LEY COU R I ER. I 
SOLD MY WOOD 
SPLITTER! Frank.

ACETYLENE / OX-
YGEN W ELDING 
BOT T LES.  Acet y-
lene bottle 27” Oxy-
gen 43-5 with gauges, 
hoses, cutting torch, 
weld ing t ips.  Li ke 
new. $850.00 OBO by 
3-15-24. 719-589-6159. 
(3/9/24)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & RANCHERS. 
Show special. Seal leak-
ing stock tanks, ponds, 
or reservoirs with BEN-
TONITE. 719-580-
6652. (5/24/24)

E & M C UST OM 
BUTCHERING is ac-
cepting new appoint-
ments. 719-992-8334, 
82 49  C R 13,  A N-
TONITO, CO, 81120. 
(3/20/24)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

TOYOTA TRUCKS 
ONLY: 4x4 from 80’s 
to early 90’s, running 
or not, wrecked ok. 719-
580-8101 call or text. 
(3/27/24)

PA S T U R E  F O R 
RENT: 50 pair in SAN 
ACACIO. Call 719-580-
5767 after 1:00 p.m. 
(3/15/24)

5 ACRES FOR sale - 
$7,000. Contact Rick 
928-277-6140. (4/6/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications 
for 2 & 3  bedroom 
apartments. Family 

living at an affordable 
price. Disabled Unit 

Available.

Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St. 

Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer.

RENT COMMER-
CIAL SPACE SETUP 
FOR HAIR SALON 
888-641-3750 / 719-
232-3388. (4/9/24)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

RENT 3 BEDROOM 
BUNGALOW ALA-
MOSA 888-641-3750 / 
719-232-3388. (4/9/24) 

MOFFAT, 2 MILES 
south of Joyful Journey 
Hot Springs: Brand new 
CABIN for rent; $1,200 
per month; 1 BED-
ROOM, 1 BATH. Text 
719-207-6890. (3/13/24)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA LLEY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)

2017 CHEVY TRA-
VERSE SUV: 96,000 
miles, new tires, good 
condit ion.  $12,000 
OBO. 1-832-683-3533. 
(3/30/24)

FA R M /  R A NC H 
WORK TRUCK with 
Northman snow plow 
and dump bed, 1979 
Chevy, V8, standard, 
4x4, hydraulic wench, 
$4,500/obo. 719-742-
3321. (3/8/24)
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band wants me to wear 
more revealing cloth-
ing. I’ve always enjoyed 
dressing attractively, 
and have never felt be-
hind the times or like 
a frump, but I do have 
my opinion about what 
is appropriate. For ex-
ample, if I’m wearing 
leggings, I wear a long 
top to cover my bum. My 
outfits are attractive and 
not ultra-conservative by 
any means, but I’m not 
a crop top, low-cut, skin-
tight kind of gal. 

 I want to be attractive 
to my husband, but I am 
growing really annoyed 
by his pestering me to 
wear things in public 
that make me feel like 
I’m oversharing. He says 
he’s a guy and he would 
know if it’s inappropriate. 
I conceded a few times, 
but it just felt showy 
and uncomfortable. Your 
thoughts? -- STINGY 
WITH THE GOODS IN 
MAINE

 DEAR STINGY: My 
thought is: Do nothing 
that makes you feel self-
conscious. Your husband 
may be a “guy” and 
think he knows what is 
appropriate attire, but 
the “bottom” line is that 
YOU must be comfortable 
and not feel embarrassed 
by what you are show-
ing when you are out in 
public. 

 DEAR ABBY: My wife 

has immersed herself in 
politics to the extreme. 
She believes the other 
side is wrong no matter 
what. We are in the same 
political party, but I don’t 
paint as broad a brush 
as she does on various 
issues. I try to change the 
subject if politics arises. I 
try to keep an open mind 
until I get all the facts, 
whereas she listens to 
nothing that could be 
positive about the other 
side. You guessed it -- our 
discussions always turn 
into fights and anger 
with each other. Any sug-
gestions? -- TIRED OF 
TALKING POLITICS

 DEAR TIRED: In the 
interest of saving your 
marriage, because talk-
ing about politics causes 
fights and lingering an-
ger, agree to defer listen-
ing to news broadcasts 
together and engaging in 
those conversations until 
after the next election. 

 DE A R A BBY: My 
daughter is being mar-
ried. My wife is demand-
ing that I tell her that 
my stepdaughter, “Gia” 
(my wife’s only daugh-
ter), must take part in 
the wedding. Gia, who is 
several years younger, 
is self-absorbed and has 
made no effort to be close 
to her older siblings. My 
wife has indulged and ca-
tered to Gia’s every whim 
since she was a little girl. 

 My daughter wants a 

short ceremony, and she 
doesn’t want her stepsis-
ter to have a role. She has 
chosen her close friends 
since high school to be 
her bridesmaids. My wife 
thinks it’s my daughter’s 
“duty” to include Gia in 
her wedding. Is my wife 
right? -- EX ASPER-
ATED HUSBAND 

 DEAR HUSBAND: No 
rule of etiquette requires 
your current wife’s self-
centered daughter to play 
a role in your daughter’s 
wedding. If you are arm-
twisted into allowing 
your wife to insert Gia 
into the wedding as more 
than a guest, have her 
stand by the guest reg-
ister to ensure everyone 
signs in. That way she’ll 
be away from the altar 
and out of the picture.

Husband pressures wife to 
dress more provocatively
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Property tax exemption for qualifying senior citizens, 
disabled Veterans, and Gold Star Veteran spouses

CONTRIBUTED

The Colorado Con-

stitution establishes a 

property tax exemption 

for senior citizens, vet-

erans with a disability 

and gold star veteran 

spouses. For those who 

qualify, 50 percent of 

the first $200,000 in ac-

tual value of the prima-

ry residence is exempt-

ed from property tax. 

The State of Colorado 

pays the property taxes 

on the exempted value. 

Qualifying seniors are 

urged to submit appli-

cations if they have not 

yet done so.

SENIOR CITIZEN 

EXEMPTION:

Basic Qualifications 

— Generally, each of the 

following statements 

must be true to qualify 

for the senior citizen ex-

emption.  The qualify-

ing senior:

Must be at least 65 

years old on Jan. 1 of 

the year the application 

is filed; and

Must be the current 

owner of record, and 

listed as the owner of 

record for at least 10 

consecutive years prior 

to Jan. 1; and

Must occupy the prop-

erty as his/her primary 

residence, and must 

have done so for at least 

10 consecutive years 

prior to Jan. 1.

Surviving spouses 

of previously qualified 

senior citizens may be 

able to continue receiv-

ing the exemption with 

a long form application.

Exceptions to Basic 

Qualifications — The 

applicant may still qual-

ify if one or more of the 

following statements 

are true:

Ownership is in the 

spouse’s name, and the 

spouse also occupies the 

property;

Ownership has been 

transferred to or pur-

chased by a trust, cor-

porate partnership or 

other legal entity solely 

for estate planning pur-

poses;

The qualifying senior 

or his/her spouse was or 

is confined to a health 

care facility;

The applicant was 

forced to move when the 

prior residence was con-

demned in an eminent 

domain proceeding;

The applicant is the 

surviving spouse of a 

senior who met the re-

quirements on Jan. 1, 

2002, or on any Jan. 1 

thereafter.

The qualifying senior 

citizen’s prior residence 

was destroyed or oth-

erwise rendered unin-

habitable by a natural 

disaster.

How to Apply — To 

apply, you must com-

plete the appropriate 

application form and 

return it to the asses-

sor by July 15. The as-

sessor must accept late 

applications until Aug. 

15. The “Short Form” 

application may be used 

by qualifying senior cit-

izens who meet each of 

the basic qualifications.  

The “Long Form” appli-

cation must be used by 

applicants who satisfy 

one or more of the ex-

emptions to the basic 

qualifications.  If you 

would like to receive an 

application form or a 

brochure that explains 

the senior citizen ex-

emption in greater de-

tail, or if you have any 

questions regarding the 

exemption, call the Ala-

mosa County Assessor’s 

Office at 719-589-6365.

VETERANS WITH A 

DISABILITY EXEMP-

TION:

Basic Qualifications 

— Generally, each of the 

following statements 

must be true to qualify:

The applicant must 

be a veteran who sus-

tained a service-con-

nected disability while 

serving on active duty 

in the Armed Forces of 

the United States.  This 

includes members of the 

National Guard and Re-

serves who sustained 

injuries while serving 

on active duty;

The applicant must 

have been honorably-

discharged;

The Federal Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs 

has rated the appli-

cant’s service-connected 

disability as a one hun-

dred percent permanent 

disability through dis-

ability retirement bene-

fits pursuant to a law or 

regulation administered 

by the department, the 

U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, or 

the Department of the 

Army, Navy, or Airforce.

The applicant must 

be the owner of record 

and must have been the 

owner of record since 

Jan. 1 of the current 

year.

The applicant must 

have occupied the prop-

erty as his/her primary 

residence since Jan. 1 of 

the current year.

In many cases, an eli-

gible surviving spouse 

of a previously qualified 

disabled veteran may 

continue to receive the 

exemption by submit-

ting a disabled veteran 

surviving spouse form 

to the assessor’s office.

Exceptions to Basic 

Qualifications — The 

applicant may still qual-

ify if one or more of the 

following statements 

are true:

Ownership is in the 

spouse’s name, and the 

spouse also occupies the 

property;

Ownership has been 

transferred to or pur-

chased by a trust, cor-

porate partnership or 

other legal entity solely 

for estate planning pur-

poses;

The qualifying dis-

abled veteran and his/

her spouse was or is 

confined to a health care 

facility.

The applicant was 

forced to move when the 

prior residence was con-

demned in an eminent 

domain proceeding.

The applicant is the 

surviving spouse of a 

previously qualified 

veteran who met the 

requirements through 

the Colorado Division of 

Veterans Affairs.

GOLD STAR VETER-

AN SPOUSE EXEMP-

TION

Basic Qualifications 

— The applicant may 

qualify if the following 

statements are true:

The surviving spouse 

was legally married to 

a qualifying Gold Star 

Veteran that has passed 

away: and

Ownership is in the 

surviving spouse’s name 

and was the primary 

residence of the surviv-

ing spouse as of Jan. 1 

in the year of the appli-

cation; and

The surviving spouse 

cannot have remarried.

How to Apply — To 

apply, you must com-

plete the appropriate 

form and return it to 

the assessor by July 1. 

The assessor may accept 

late applications until 

Aug. 1 if the applicant 

can show good cause 

for missing the July 1 

deadline. The surviving 

spouse of a prequalified 

veteran must apply di-

rectly to the assessor’s 

office no later than July 

1.  If you would like to 

receive an application 

form or a brochure that 

explains the disabled 

veteran exemption in 

greater detail, or if you 

have any questions re-

garding the exemption, 

call the Alamosa County 

Assessor’s Office at 719-

589-6365.


