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ALAMOSA COUNTY — The 
Alamosa County Board of Commis-
sioners have announced a “Notice of 
Vacancy” and are accepting applica-
tions for one position to represent 
Alamosa County on the Rio Grande 
Water Conservation District Board. 

Expectations of a board member 
is to attend the meetings and ac-
tively engage in the direction and 
budget of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District Board.  

Those interested in applying 
for the Board must fill out an 
application. It may be found at 
www.alamosacounty.colorado.gov/
commissions-boards.

Applications will be accepted 
until they are filled.  Send your 
information to Jamie Greeman, Ex-
ecutive Assistant, 8900-A Indepen-
dence Way, Alamosa, CO  81101 or 
to jgreeman@alamosacounty.org.

Batterson, Dennis 
Streets Capital 
Improvement 

Project
MONTE VISTA — With sum-

mer quickly approaching, the City 
of Monte Vista is gearing up for 
its summer construction schedule. 

The first project is the comple-
tion of the Batterson, Dennis 
Streets Capital Improvement Proj-
ect. The city has worked with a con-
tractor for this phase of the project, 
ACI and has determined that the 
project will begin on April 1. The 
construction will begin on Bat-
terson from 4th Avenue to Lariat.

Construction will then proceed 
to Dennis Street from Lariat to 4th 
Avenue and the final phase will be 
construction on 4th Avenue from 
Batterson to Highway 15 (South 
Broadway).

Door hangers will be sent out to 
the properties affected by the street 
closures as the project gets closer.

During the construction the 
following streets will be closed to 
through traffic:

• 4th Avenue from Dennis to 
State Highway 15 (S. Broadway)

• Batterson Street from 4th to 
Lariat Road

• Dennis Street from 4th to 
Lariat Road

Alamosa 
County seeks 

RGWCD board 
representative

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Monte Vista Police 
Chief George Dingfelder has ac-
cepted the position of Chief with the 
Alamosa Police Department (APD). 
He will begin working for the APD 
on May 6. He replaces former Chief 
Ken Anderson who resigned last 
December.

“I am honored to be selected as 
the next Chief of Police for the City 
of Alamosa and look forward to 
working with the dedicated officers 

of the Alamosa Police Department,” 
Dingfelder said in a statement issued 
by the city on Monday. “I thank the 
City of Alamosa for giving me this 
opportunity to serve the citizens of 
Alamosa and the San Luis Valley in a 
profession I have dedicated my entire 
adult life to.”

Dingfelder is not unfamiliar with 
the workings of the APD as, during 
former Police Chief Anderson’s ten-
ure, there were multiple times that 
the two law enforcement agencies 
co-operated on major felony cases. 

The co-operation was frequent and 
effective, ultimately culminating in 
an inter-agency agreement approved 
by the Alamosa City Council making 
it an accepted part of procedures, 
when necessary.

According to the city’s press 
release announcing the decision, 
Dingfelder has a long history of law 
enforcement service that includes 
six years in the US Army Military 
Police, 25 years in the Colorado State 
Patrol, and four years as Chief of 

George Dingfelder

MVPD Police Chief selected as Alamosa Police Chief
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By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — On March 9, the Upper Rio 

Grande Animal Society Conour Animal Shelter had 
an open house to celebrate the installation of 14 new 
outdoor dog kennels. Approximately 15 people attended 
the event at 2825 Sherman Ave., Monte Vista.

Executive Director David Cleghorn was excited to 
welcome everyone.

“The previous 10 kennels we had were in poor shape, 
they had dirt floors, they were 20 years old, and they 
were falling apart. We are here to celebrate putting 
these 14 kennels in and thank everyone who helped 

Upper Rio Grande Animal Society Conour Animal Shelter 
celebrated the addition of 14 new kennels on March 9. 

Executive Director David Cleghorn stands next to a banner 
recognizing the community donors to the project.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Conour Animal Shelter celebrates installation of new kennels

Please see KENNELS on Page 6A

People land in Monte Vista for Crane Festival

Sandhill cranes seen Sunday 
morning in a grain field at the Monte 

Vista National Wildlife Refuge.

Photo by Brian Williams

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — People from 

the San Luis Valley and outside of it 
were in Monte Vista on March 8-10 
for the 41st annual Monte Vista Crane 
Festival. 

The Craft and Nature Fair took 
place all three days at the Outcalt 
Event and Conference at SLV Ski-Hi 
Complex.

Dozens of vendors were set up 
inside with baked goods, homemade 
items, wood working, specialty art 
crafts, clothing, and jewelry.

The Monte Vista Emergency Food 
Bank was at the fair selling all kinds 
of goodies. The Kindness Club had 

Please see CRANES on Page 4A

The Kindness Club brought donations 
it and fellow students of Bill Metz 
Elementary had collected to the 
Monte Vista Emergency Food Bank 
on March 5.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Bill Metz Elementary, Kindness Club donate to MV Food Bank
By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA — Monte Vista 
Emergency Food Bank Executive Di-
rector Jennifer Becker, volunteer Lyle 
Dye, Monte Vista Mayor Dale Becker, 
and MV City Clerk Unita Vance 

smiled on March 5 as the Kindness 
Club brought donations it and fellow 
students of Bill Metz Elementary had 
collected.

The kids were smiling too, as they 
made the donation to the food Bank. 
The food was extra special, because 
each food item had also been adorned 
with paper hearts and other loving 
decorations that were made especially 
for the donation by the Kindness Club 
and students from Bill Metz Elemen-
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Beverly Sue Benson (formerly 
O’Rourke) Bacon, a beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother passed away peacefully 
in her Tucson, Ariz., home on March 
4, 2024, at the age of 88. Born in Tul-
sa, Okla., on Sept. 21, 1935, Beverly 
lived a life filled with love, passion, 
and remarkable accomplishments.

Beverly spent her formative years 
in Kansas City, Mo., and Indepen-
dence, Kan., where she cultivated a 
deep appreciation for community 
involvement and education.

She pursued her passion for jour-
nalism, attending both Christian 
College in Columbia, Mo., and 
Kansas University. Her commitment 
to storytelling and writing would 
later lead to her authorship of three 
books: “Early History of Mineral 
and Rio Grande Counties, Colorado 
1880 to 1980,” “Best Friends Are 
Like Suspenders: They Hold You Up 
When You Are Falling Down,” and 
“Unfortunate Women,” as well as pro-
ducing four audiobooks of “Pioneer 
Women’s Diaries.” Her words will 
continue to inspire and educate for 
years to come.

She leaves behind her legacy 
through her three children, Jeffrey, 
Leilani, and Dallas, and their spouses, 
as well as, numerous grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, all 
of whom she cherished dearly. Ad-
ditionally, she embraced her role as a 
stepmother/grandmother, extending 
her love and support to her stepchil-
dren and their families, loving them 
as her own.

Beverly was not only a devoted 
woman to her faith and family but 
also an active member of her commu-
nities wherever she resided. She once 
served as a Girl Scout leader, and her 
involvement in various business clubs 
and churches over the years enriched 
the lives of those around her.

Calvin Harold Kernen passed 
on Feb. 11, 2024, in Arcata, Calif. 
Cal was born Aug. 5, 1925, in 
Del Norte, Colo., to Swiss im-
migrants Friederick Alfred and 
Mary Albertina Kernen and 
was proud to have turned 98 ½ 
years old just days before his 
passing.

He grew up on Pinos Creek 
near Del Norte as the youngest 
of seven children and loved 
life in the great outdoors. The 
family raised their own crops 
and livestock, and Cal began 
helping at age 7. He loved 
tending to cattle in the hills, 
hunting and fishing.

Cal  was a  proud WWII 
Army veteran and was grateful to 

She always had an entrepreneurial 
spirit and was a co-founder of the 
Mineral County Miner and South 
Fork Tines, a Colorado weekly 
newspaper. Later, she pursued her 
passion for Native American culture 
and founded the Tawa Indian Gal-
lery and Boutique in South Fork and 
Tucson. Beverly’s passion for litera-
ture and culture led her to become a 
volunteer member of the Oro Valley 
Library Board and SAACA (Southern 
Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance), 
as well as an active member of Casas 
Church.

Throughout her life, Beverly pur-
sued a multitude of hobbies from 
golf and tennis to swimming and 
hiking, she embraced an active life-
style. Notably, she conquered three 
14-ers, the first on her 50th birthday, 
demonstrating her adventurous spirit 
and determination. Her love for the 
arts was evident in her passion for 
reading, writing, and painting, which 
brought her and those who knew her, 
immense joy and fulfillment.

At the age of 67, Beverly embarked 
on a new chapter as a realtor in Tuc-
son, showcasing her dedication to 
lifelong learning. She retired at the 
age of 83, leaving behind a legacy of 
professionalism and integrity in the 
real estate industry.

In a heartwarming union, Beverly 
married John Bacon on Christmas 

Day in 2018, finding true love and 
companionship in the final years 
of her life. While she is no longer 
with us, her memory will forever be 
cherished by those who knew and 
loved her.

Beverly was preceded in death by 
her parents, Fred and Ruth Benson, 
younger brother, Fred Benson, late 
husband, Robert “Bob” VanHorn, 
stepson Robert Jr. “Bobby” VanHorn, 
great-grandson, Henry McPheeters, 
and grandson, Alex Johnson. Al-
though she is gone, her spirit lives on 
in the hearts of her family, friends, 
and all who were touched by her 
kindness, generosity, and unwaver-
ing love.

A celebration of Beverly’s life will 
be held at the Barrier Chapel at Casas 
Church on Friday, March 15, at 12 
p.m. in Tucson, Ariz. Flowers may be 
sent directly to Casas Church Barrier 
Chapel (address below) and dona-
tions can be made to Casas Church 
for the “Love My City” Outreach 
Program.

She will be deeply missed, and her 
witty, creative, and kind spirit will be 
fondly remembered by all who had 
the privilege of knowing her.

May she rest in eternal peace with 
Jesus.

Celebration of Life: March 15, 
2024, at 12 p.m. MST, Barrier Chapel 
at Casas Church, 10801 N La Cholla 
Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85742. Reception 
in Palo Verde Building immediately 
after.

Mailing Address for Flowers: Bar-
rier Chapel at Casas Church, Re. 
Beverly Bacon, 10801 N La Cholla 
Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85742

Donations: Checks Made Out To: 
Casas Church, Memo: “Love My 
City” Outreach, In Memory of Bev-
erly Bacon. Mail To: Casas Church, 
10801 N La Cholla Blvd, Tucson, 
AZ 85742.

Beverly Sue Benson (formerly O’Rourke) Bacon
Co-founder of Miner, Tines passes away

Calvin Harold Kernen
1925-2024

have been on one of the Honor 
Flights to Washington DC.

In December 1950, he married 
Virginia Dickson, spending over 
73 years together in Arcata, Calif.

Cal was a man of integrity. His 
word was his bond, a handshake 
was a contract, and honesty 
guided his affairs. He was capa-
ble, hardworking, independent, 
kind and caring.

He could fix anything and 
was quick to lend a helping 
hand to anyone needing it.

Cal is survived by his wife, 
Virginia,  daughters,  Karla 
and Kay and son, Kurt plus 
numerous grand and great-
grandchildren, nieces and 

nephews.

Police for the City of Monte Vista. 
While serving with the Colorado 
State Patrol, Dingfelder moved 
up through the ranks, ultimately 
serving as the Major overseeing 
field operations for District 5, 
comprised of 17 counties, includ-
ing the San Luis Valley.

“Chief Dingfelder brings not 
only a strong technical background 
to the position, but he also brings 
superb leadership skills and a 
strong moral code,” the statement 
reads. “[He]  dedicates himself to 
continuous learning for himself 
and all his staff. Beyond his long 
history of law enforcement service, 
Chief Dingfelder also volunteers 
on state and local boards and com-
mittees.”

In the statement, City Manager 
Heather Sanchez cited Dingfelder’s 
“knowledge and professionalism”, 
adding, “He continuously works 
for the best of the community and 
is gifted at bringing people and 
agencies together to tackle issues. 
That is exactly what we need for the 
complex, challenging issues we are 
working on.”

She then acknowledged the 
contribution made by APD Capt. 

Joey Spangler, who served as In-
terim Police Chief after Anderson’s 
departure.

“He has jumped in and made 
several changes to strengthen 
the Police Department and has 
ensured that service to the com-
munity remained a priority. His 
competency has allowed us to take 
our time with the process and to 
allow time for Chief Dingfelder to 
help the City of Monte Vista with 
the transition,” she stated.

Dingfelder’s statement also ac-
knowledged the years he has spent 
with MVPD.

“I also greatly appreciate the 
citizens and the City of Monte 
Vista for the support they gave 
to me and the Monte Vista Police 
Department,” he said. “Over the 
past four years the Monte Vista 
Police Department has made sig-
nificant impacts to the drug trade 
with a group of professional and 
well-trained officers who continue 
to make Monte Vista a safer com-
munity.”

Sanchez also thanked the mem-
bers of the committee for all the 
work involved in interviewing and 
hiring a new Chief of Police.

CHIEF Continued from Page 1A
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Opinion & Editorial

If you have had the good fortune 
to have been on this old Earth for an 
extended period, you’ve had the oppor-
tunity to experience some real oddities 
in human nature. And, no, I am not 
talking about visiting the freak show at 
the circus. I’m talking about the normal, 
everyday happenings around us that 
people have taken to tearing asunder for 
reasons known only to them.

We have seen some real doozies too, 
such as concerns for cow farts in their 
contribution to global warming, all the 
while we as humans gather in increas-
ing masses in traffic-clogged cities with 
polluted air as the result. And like most 
things of that nature, it does not have to 
make sense to become a rallying point 
for some environmental whacko group 
to gather round either. Masses of their 
leaders will fly hundreds of private jets 
to destinations far away, polluting more 
than any thousand cows ever could, just 
to try and take away your gas stove, 
fireplace or car.

I can recall an interview I heard 
where one of the Kennedys told the 
host that he himself had a big SUV, 
three mansions and flew private but he 
“needed” all that pollution spewing life-
style whereas the common folk do not.

Now Ol’ Dutch usually just goes 
along with such nonsense and lets it 
slide considering the source of such 
ideas but of late the whacko’s have 
taken on some new things to ban and 
it’s just driven me over the edge. Miss 
Trixie says I went over that proverbial 
and maybe actual edge long before this, 
but you know how excitable she can be 
at times.  So there is that.

It was bad enough that they have 
taxed people to death on cigarettes 
and booze, plus, where legal, marijuana 
all under the guise of helping them to 
quit. Now, though, they have started 
on something near and dear to the 
American soul. Yes, you guessed it, the 
merry-go-round. For it seems that the 
lovely, colorful ride seen at carnivals 
and State fairs has somehow become 
a danger to us. A danger on a level far 
exceeding even world wars as we are 
being asked to give up the first and not 
the latter by these well-meaning folks.

So what is the big offense of a bright-
ly-colored merry-go-round you may 
ask? I am glad you asked that question 
as you know Ol’ Dutch was gonna tell 
you anyway. It seems that to incorpo-
rate carved wooden exotic animals in a 
ride has somehow become a sort of an 
insult to those mighty beasts. Appar-
ently having little children ride around 
in a circle atop a plastic or wooden 

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Writers on the Range
by Dave Marston

It’s a circus out there

camel or zebra has brought pain and 
suffering to the animal kingdom.

Even Ol’ Dutch can stretch his old 
noggin and see that animals have been 
abused in many places across the globe, 
but honestly, it’s hard for me to see 
that riding around in a circle on these 
contraptions has ever hurt one of them.

Maybe it could become a teachable 
moment to people about the plight of 
such beasts, too. I guess like their real 
life namesakes, we should also demand 
that the wooden ones be fed and wa-
tered on a daily basis, too. (They do 
know they are fake, don’t they?)

And for sure we want to try and hide 
from concerned eyes the fact that all 
of those same exotic beasts are being 
chased and eaten by lions and tigers 
on a daily basis. Which seems to Ol’ 
Dutch to be a tad worse than being 
ridden by an old woman or diaper 
wearing toddler.

But hey, that’s just me. Regardless 
of your treatment of fake animals that 
you have participated in during your 
lifetime, we all have to admit that we 
have reached a level of stupidity in the 
human experience.  And just think. It’s 
only going to get worse as the powers 
that be come after everything you enjoy 
including your food and drink until 
finally we will be reduced to eating the 
styrofoam packing peanuts that arrive 
with our purchases.

I am going to quickly go ride a 
wooden horse before they are relegated 
to the pile of human insanity for good. 
And eat a big old steak before those are 
outlawed as well.  

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.com. 
Additional news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

When the San Juan River flows out of 
the San Juan Mountains in Southwest-
ern Colorado, it contributes 15% of Lake 
Powell’s water. 

But there’s a problem: The river carries 
a hefty 55% of the sediment entering the 
reservoir, and that mud is piling up. , and 
that mud is piling up. 

The sediment-heavy river flows south 
into New Mexico before jogging into 
Utah, then it joins the Colorado River 
close to the Arizona border. The conflu-
ence is submerged under Lake Powell.

After decades of drought, the reser-
voir created by Glen Canyon Dam has 
dwindled to just a third full. Now, as 
the San Juan River flows toward Lake 
Powell, it rambles over a huge pancake 
of mud that’s 49 miles long, a mile wide 
in some places, and as much as 120 
feet deep in the final reaches of the San 
Juan River. 

Unique hydrology has contributed to 
this plug, A relatively wide canyon and 
multiple waterfalls slow down the river, 
allowing sediment to drop out. Though 
the San Juan is the muddiest tributary, 
all the Colorado’s tributaries drop a good 
deal of mud 100 miles or more upstream 
of Glen Canyon Dam.

It’s a Western phenomenon caused 
by damming swift rivers, said Jeff Ges-
lin, a geologist at Fort Lewis College in 
Durango. The result is that reservoirs 
in the West have become “temporary 
sediment storage facilities.” 

If that mud could move through the 
Grand Canyon, like it did before the 
dam, biologists say that would help 
restore the canyon’s ecosystem, which 
depends on sediment-laden flushes in 
spring to scour riverbanks. Then, as the 
river slows, beaches form and vegeta-
tion returns.

Gary Gianniny, professor of Geosci-
ences at Fort Lewis College in Durango 
has been studying the San Juan River, 
along with river researchers who call their 
team, “The Returning Rapids Project.”

The group’s big worry is that without 
drastic action — draining Lake Powell 
to let the Colorado 
River run free — time 
may be running out 
for the languorous San 
Juan River. 

Mike DeHoff, prin-
cipal investigator of 
the Returning Rapids 
Project said the sedi-
ment layer on the San 
Juan has created new 
channels and new wa-
terfalls. DeHoff added 
that no one knows 
whether the river’s 
sediment plug would 
dissipate even if Glen 
Canyon Dam were breached.

Researchers boating the San Juan 
River where it approaches Lake Powell 
say they’re forced to navigate an ever-
moving pile of sediment that also in-
volves portaging around rock waterfalls. 
When they finally arrive at Lake Powell, 
there’s dangerous liquefied clay and sand 
to navigate. 

“I’ve seen people sink to their chests 
in the mud, saved only by their flota-
tion devices and nearby boaters,” said 
DeHoff of Moab, Utah. 

“We’ll need a drone to study that area,” 
added Gianniny. 

Researchers with the Returning Rap-
ids Project talk a lot about what to call 
these giant slabs of calving sediment. 
DeHoff suggests “mud bergs.”  

Semi-solid mud walls along the river 
have already been dubbed “the Dominy 
Formation,” named after the avid federal 
dam-builder Floyd Dominy.

“Technically, Gianniny said, the giant 
mud plug is a “mass of uncompacted 
mud and sand that causes alluvial fan-
ning.” And falling slabs of sediment, 
those “mud bergs,” act as semi-perma-
nent river features.

BLM River Ranger Chad Niehaus 

uses a packraft to regularly visit what 
researchers are calling the Lowest San 

Juan. He floats over 
30-plus miles of the 
muddy river, finish-
ing with a four-mile 
backpack out to a four-
wheel drive vehicle 48 
miles from Page, Ari-
zona as the crow flies.

Niehaus marvels at 
the deserted region. 
“Sediment is moving 
around, and you must 
be vigilant in a differ-
ent way than you do 
on a ‘normal’ river.”

Drought, climate 
change, “whatever 

you call it, the Lowest San Juan has re-
emerged,” Niehaus said about wildlife 
in the once-submerged canyon. “I’ve 
seen river otters, mountain lions, coy-
otes — even pelicans — but the most 
astounding aspect is how quickly nature 
is coming back.” In places, cottonwood 
trees are 20 feet high, he said.

“When I was a teenager there were 
places on maps that were considered 
forever gone,” he said, pointing to sec-
tions on the map entitled, “Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area.” 

Now, he said, “some forever-gone 
places are revealed.” He mentions Ca-
thedral in the Desert, a wondrous site 
on the nearby Escalante River. Enough 
water has receded to make it visible, 
though some of this sacred place for 
Indigenous people is buried under 30-
plus feet of sediment.

Meanwhile, the muddy end of the 
San Juan River is wild again: “I rarely 
see a footprint.”

Dave Marston is the publisher of the 
independent nonprofit, Writers on the 
Range, writersontherange.org, dedicated 
to spurring lively conversation about the 
West. He lives in Durango.

Photo courtesy Chad Niehaus

Calving sediment below Clay Hills, San Juan River.

Glen Canyon Dam has 
created a world of mud
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a booth, Pam Self of the Homelake 
Veterans Living Center was also at 
the craft show. 

Alfonso Duran was a vendor at the 
trade show and said, “I am happy to be 
here. This morning was a sheet of ice 
coming in. I live in Bailey, Colorado. 
This is my fourth or fifth time here. I 
missed the year when there was CO-
VID. This is the first time I have ever 
come with snow out here, usually it’s 
beautiful when the cranes come in. It’s 
been a little slow this morning, but I 
bet it will pick up by this afternoon. 
Same thing yesterday. I enjoyed the 
Crane Festival. Lots to see.” 

Monte Vista Chamber of Com-
merce Manager Heather Hillin was at 
the vendor event and said, “Things are 
going well. We have had a lot of people 
come out. We look forward to a lot 
more. The snow won’t slow it down. I 
think it’s going well despite the snow.” 

In addition to the Craft and Nature 
Fair, there were crane tours that took 
place mornings and evenings on Friday 
and Saturday, and Sunday morning. 
The crane tours ranged from the Baca 
Wetlands, to Homelake, and the Monte 
Vista National Wildlife Refuge. The 
tours were expert led and included 
viewing of multiple different wildlife, 
including ducks, geese, owls, and 
Sandhill Cranes. The weather was chilly 
but each morning the buses left for the 
tours, and the tours were all sold out. 
New this year was a Spanish led tour. 

An art exhibit took place featuring 
artist Jocelyn Catterson. The movie 
“Migration” was also shown at Vali 3 
Theatre for free. The animated movie 
followed a family of ducks on the vaca-
tion of a lifetime. 

Marigold Watson and her daughter 
Daisy of Crestone were in town in 
front of the Sandhill wings mural on 
the side of the Elks Lodge in down-
town Monte Vista, taking pictures.

Watson said, “My daughter was all 
excited about taking a picture in front 
of these wings. This is her first time 
experiencing cranes, she just turned 5, 
and she giggled when I took her out to 
the refuge, and she watched the cranes 
flying around. I would recommend 
locals and out of towners to come to 
this every year. I come every year. This 
is an experience that you will never 
forget. Whether you go on a crane 
tour or drive yourself there, I did both, 
you just can’t forget the beauty of the 
cranes, how they roost, how they fly, 
and how they play together. It is one 
of the most breathtaking experiences I 
have ever had. I also now have memo-
ries with my daughter, and I know 
she won’t forget it either. An amazing 
experience for the San Luis Valley and 
Monte Vista.” 

Photo by Brian Williams

People were at the Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge viewing area at sunrise on Sunday 
to view the Sandhill Cranes.

The fifth annual Swoop of the 
Cranes art project was also on display 
throughout downtown. Blank steel 
cranes were painted by local artists 
and hung on light poles right before 
the Crane Festival for people to enjoy. 

Even though the festival is over, 
the cranes will be here for a couple of 
weeks. Local and out of town residents 
are encouraged to drive to the refuge 
and experience the cranes during their 
spring migration.

Photo by Brian Williams

CRANES Continued from Page 1A

Photo by Marie Mccolm

The Craft and Nature Fair took place all three days of the 41st annual Monte 
Vista Crane Festival at the Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski-Hi Complex.

CLUB Continued from Page 1A
tary. Each decoration also had a kind 
saying on it.

Facilitators for the Kindness Club, 
Francisca Archuleta and Lorelyn 
Buss, were excited about the donation. 
Archuleta said, “We passed out these 
hearts back in February and told the 
kids to decorate them however they 
wanted to. Each heart has words of 
kindness, beautiful sayings, the kids 
worked hard on these. The decorations 
were attached to a non-perishable food 
item. Everyone who receives a food 
item will also get one of these decora-
tions, with these beautiful sayings. 
There were many students at Bill Metz 
who donated. We are happy to be able 
to help the Monte Vista Food Bank and 
spread some love and kindness.” 

Jennifer Becker said the kids did an 
incredible job.

“This is just so wonderful and awe-
some,” she said. “Right now, the food 
bank is in a pretty dire situation, that 
we are trying to get ourselves out of. 
The extra food is well welcomed. These 
kids donated and collected enough 
donations from other students at Bill 
Metz to feed at least 5 families. This big 
donation is very much appreciated. It 
was really touching. I am going to save 
all the little hearts that were all over the 
food and hang them up in the lobby for 
everyone to enjoy.” 

Becker said that it meant a lot to her 
for the kids to come and donate the way 
they did, and the food would help the 
community immensely. Becker smiled 
when she received the food and gave 
many of the kids hugs and high fives 
thanking them for collecting the food. 

Mayor Dale Becker was also pleased 
with the donation and said that he 
enjoyed seeing the kids help the com-
munity.

“It does my heart good to see all these 

young people involved in this. Kind-
ness goes a lot further,” he said.

For more information or to donate to 
the food bank, contact Jennifer Becker 
at 719-852-4851 or email jbeckermv-
foodbank@gmail.com. Donations can 
also be dropped off at 245 Washington 
St. in Monte Vista. 

Monte Vista Emergency Food Bank 
Executive Director Jennifer Becker 
high fives Kindness Club and Bill Metz 
Elementary students donating to the 
food bank on March 5.

Photos by Marie Mccolm

The Kindness Club of Bill Metz 
Elementary made decorations for the 
food items it donated to the Monte 
Vista Emergency Food Bank on March 
5. Food bank director Jennifer Becker 
posted the decorations on the wall of 
the food bank lobby.
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The Bible talks about bearing good 
fruit and how that is God’s purpose for 
our lives. For example, in John 15:5, 
Jesus says, “I am the Vine; you are 
the branches. The one who remains 
in Me and I in him bears much fruit, 
for [otherwise] apart from Me [that is, 
cut off from vital union with Me] you 
can do nothing” (AMP).

And Psalm 1:3 (AMP) says that 
the person who follows God’s ways is 
“like a tree firmly planted [and fed] by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit 
in its season; its leaf does not wither; 
and in whatever he does, he prospers 
[and comes to maturity].”

When we understand what it means 
to bear good fruit, then we can fulfill 
our destiny as ambassadors of Christ 
in this world (2 Corinthians 5:20). 
There are two ways this happens: 
by working with the Holy Spirit to 
develop the fruit of the Spirit in our 
lives (Galatians 5:22-23), and by 
displaying that fruit as we help others.

Many people want the “fruit” of 
more money, more opportunities 
in their career, more material 
possessions, or to be more well 
known. It’s certainly not wrong to 
have these things. But these things 
alone won’t fulfill us or make us 
permanently happy and peaceful.

We need to go deeper than that! 
The good fruit God wants us to have 
in our lives is peace, joy and mental 
and emotional stability when the 
storms of life come. And the Bible 
teaches that we can grow to the point 
where we are so deeply planted in the 
love of Christ that when the storms 
of life come, we still bear good fruit 
(Psalm 1:1-3 and Ephesians 3:16-19)!

The real fruit of Christianity is seen 
in your life when you can bear good 
fruit when hard times come—and we 
all have difficulties in life. It may be 
an unexpected illness, the stress of 
financial debt, or being betrayed by 
someone you thought you could trust. 

God wants us to be peaceful under 
pressure and have a good attitude 
in the midst of pain because when 
others see us behaving differently, 
they’ll want to know why we can be 
that way and want to have what we 
have, too!

Colossians 3:12-15 (AMP) gives us 
a detailed list of genuine, acceptable 
Christian behavior, and it should be 
our goal to live this way every day. 
Verse 12 says that “as God’s chosen 
people, who are holy [set apart, 
sanctified for His purpose] and 
well-beloved [by God Himself],” we 
should “put on a heart of compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience [which has the power 
to endure whatever injustice or 
unpleasantness comes, with good 
temper.”

Now, I want to say here that we 
can’t just live this way in our own 
strength, without God. I remember 
when I would decide in the morning: 
“I’m going to be nice to everyone 
today!” and I succeeded while I was 
home alone. But when the people 
came home, that’s when I had trouble 
with my attitude.

I had to pray for God to help me put 
on the right attitude and mindset so I 
could treat others with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience, “which has the power 
to endure whatever injustice or 
unpleasantness comes, with good 
temper.” I had to put my faith in God 
to give me His grace—His strength to 
do what I could never do in my own 
effort—believing that He would do 
it because of who I am in Christ (2 
Corinthians 5:17, 21).

These verses in Colossians should 
be our number one goal as believers 
in Christ. As new creations in Christ, 
saved by faith, we have a desire to do 
good things. And as we grow in our 
relationship with Him, we learn new 
ways to act and respond to others.

Bearing Good Fruit When 
Hard Times Come

I know from personal experience 
that this is not always easy. It won’t 
always feel good to obey God and 
you may have to sacrifice something 
to do it. But when we choose to trust 
God and do what He tells us to do no 
matter how we feel about it, what we 
think about it, or what others think 
we should do, then we’ll have the 
amazing life Jesus died for us to have!

We don’t have to settle for anything 
less than God’s best for us. Make 
a decision today to trust God to 
change you and help you do what’s 
right in every situation. Remember 
John 15:16 (AMP), which says He 
has chosen you and “appointed and 
placed and purposefully planted you, 
so that you would go and bear fruit 
and keep on bearing, and that your 
fruit will remain and be lasting” at all 
times of your life!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
three-part teaching resource Busy 
Going Nowhere. You can also contact 
us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries.

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — On March 5, 

Randy Ellis, of Randy Ellis Photog-
raphy hosted Coffee and Business 
at Bobolicious Gourmet Coffee. 
Approximately 11 people attended 
the event at 139 Adams St. will be 
ongoing every Tuesday morning for 
local businesses to network.

“Sandra Perez of SBCD (Small 
Business Development Center), and 
I were having a conversation,” Ellis 
said. “She mentioned to me about 
wanting to get to the Rio Grande 
County area. I live in Monte, in Rio 
Grande County. I have been want-
ing to start networking with more 
businesses. My thought was having 
Sandra as a resource, a person I could 
refer others to, and making a way to 
get to know others, and other busi-
nesses. Not only what products we 
have to sell, but as friends and a sup-
port group. I started this to help other 
businesses. The Alamosa Chamber 
has Coffee Connections, I think this 
is a good idea for Monte Vista, too.”

Ellis said for businesses to thrive, 
he feels that networking is necessary. 
Ellis said that businesses can gain 
insight by networking and can trade 
ideas and thoughts.

“We have a variety of businesses 
here today. Insurance, retail, this is a 
good start,” he said. 

Ellis, who has lived in Monte Vista 
for a year, said that his background 
was in heating and air, when he lived 

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Coffee and Business is a new networking event for businesses in the Valley. It was started by Randy Ellis of Randy Ellis 
Photography and is held Tuesday mornings at Bobolicious Gourmet Coffee at 139 Adams St., Monte Vista.

Business owner starts Coffee and Business networking event
in Denver. Ellis started his photog-
raphy business when he noticed 
that other businesses had a need for 
stock photos, and images for their 
companies.

“I thought about it and thought 
I can do that,” he said. “Every busi-
ness has a uniqueness about them. 
Through our uniqueness we attract 
the clients we want and the employees 
we need. When I moved to the Val-
ley, I moved to the Valley to offer my 
services to see what I could do. I love 
the community here. I had been com-
ing this way for a while. In Denver, I 
felt like it was always how much we 
can get versus, what do others really 
need. I want to work with businesses 
that want to look good, I want to 
help them.”

Ellis said when he lived in Denver, 
he was into business networking. He 
had a good friend there, who did a lot 
of business networking and that was 
also what gave him the idea.

“I am blessed this morning. I didn’t 
know how many people would show 
up this morning. I thought even if 
it’s just a small group, it can grow,” 
he said. 

Ellis said that it doesn’t have to 
necessarily be businesses just from 
Monte, that people from all over the 
Valley are welcome.

“It’s a coffee connection group for 
small businesses to meet other busi-
nesses and attend and speak with 
each other about different ideas and 

network together,” he said. “We will 
be doing this every Tuesday, so I am 
really hoping people will start coming 

out and networking together. I think 
there is a need for this, and we can 
help each other.”

Coffee and Business is on Tuesdays 
from 9 to 10 a.m. at the Bobolicious 
Gourmet Coffee at 139 Adams.

SLV Law Enforcement Victim Response Units
Providing help and 
support when and 

where it’s most needed

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
SAGUACHE — In what appears to 

be another example of law enforce-
ment agencies across the San Luis 
Valley working together to meet needs 
that impact all six counties, the SLV 
Law Enforcement Victim Response 
Units program is being reinstated 
after a twenty-year hiatus, providing a 
comprehensive and unified approach 
to meeting victims’ needs.

This is not the first time that law 
enforcement agencies have created 
a coordinated effort in supporting 
victims. According to Ellen Cox, Sa-
guache County Sheriff ’s Office Victim 
Response Coordinator and leader of 
the SLV Law Enforcement Victim 
Response Units, an umbrella organi-
zation called SLV Victim Services was 
initially created more than 20 years 
ago by Alamosa County to “incorpo-
rate all the counties in the SLV under 
one Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) 
grant allowing county coordinators 
and assistants to focus on the victim 
services they provided in their area.”

Alamosa County was responsible 
for writing and administering the 
grant and it “worked very well for 
quite a few years and grant cycles.”

But as things progressed and county 
victim service programs grew and 
changed, counties chose to stop func-
tioning under the umbrella as they 
were awarded and administered their 
own county VOCA grants.

“As the goals and objectives change 
in the way victim services focus on 
diversity, equity and a victim centered 
approach to our response to survivors 
of crime in the San Luis Valley,” Cox 
says, “we realized we needed to come 
back together as a unified group.”

Cox went on to say, “The SLV Law 
Enforcement Victim Response team 
realized the need to support each 
other as well, learning from years of 

combined experience, and pushing 
forward in vastly diverse, complex 
rural communities. So much culture, 
history and fortitude must be appre-
ciated and respected while providing 
services to these survivors.”

As a result, the newly formed SLV 
Law Enforcement Victim Response 
Unit was created as a “First Respond-
er” to victims of crime in the San Luis 
Valley. Victim advocates in all six 
counties are coordinating together 
to provide caring responses, blended 
resources and much needed support 
in helping people navigate through 
traumatic and personal events. 

In the course of creating this new 
organization, it was also realized that 
there was a need for public education as 
there is not a general understanding of 
the differences between what services 
and support (and the timing of both) 
can be provided by Law Enforcement 
Victim Response unit versus a com-
munity based program, such as Tu Casa 
and other service providers.

When asked to explain the differ-
ence, Cox says, “Organizations like 
Tu Casa and the Alliance in Chaffee 
County are usually serving victims 
of domestic Violence, sexual assault, 
elder abuse and human trafficking. 
They usually have in-house resources 
such as counseling, some legal as-
sistance and other resources to help 
with housing, shelter and longer-term 
aid. In contrast, law enforcement 
advocates are on-scene in an imme-
diate response to crime victims in the 
middle of one of the most traumatic 
events of their life.”

As Cox describes it, law enforce-
ment advocates provide physical and 
emotional support in whatever capac-
ity victims need. They then continue 
to provide resources, whether it’s ac-
companying the victim to and through 
a medical procedure, transportation to 
shelter for them and their children or 
support with employers or landlords.

Their help is also invaluable in sup-
porting the victim through what can 
feel like an overwhelming and very 
complicated legal process by explaining 

mandatory restraining orders, bonds 
and court proceedings. They also keep 
victims informed of crucial notifica-
tions about court dates and release 
information and provide any help 
needed with victim impact statements 
and victim compensation applications.  

“We follow up, just to be there for 
the victims. But, just to be clear, we 
cannot counsel or provide legal advice, 

but we are there, and available for sup-
port and help.”

Despite working in an occupation 
where she encounters people who 
are going through, perhaps, the most 
devastating experience of their lives 
– an occupation that would probably 
weigh heavily on a number of people 
– Cox speaks of the potential inher-
ent in SLV Law Enforcement Victim 

Response Unit program with genuine 
excitement and optimism about the 
difference the Response Unit and the 
people who staff it will make in the 
lives of others.

“My hope and driving desire is that 
we can get resources to people before 
a crime happens, or someone is hurt 
or a tragedy changes a life forever,” 
she says.
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No. 4804 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, February 21 and 28 and 
March6, 13 and 20, 2024.

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
The City of Monte Vista, CO

The Monte Vista Municipal Airport
Sealed bids subject to the conditions and provisions presented herein will be received until 
1:00 PM MT, March 18, 2024, and then publicly opened and read at 95 West First Avenue, 
Monte Vista, CO 81144, for furnishing all labor, materials, and equipment and performing all 
work necessary to: 
Construct Taxilane – Volume 1 AIP Project No. 3-08-0042-019-2024 and
Widen Taxiways – Volume 2 AIP Project No. 3-08-042-020-2024
A full notice to bidders and a complete set of bid documents may be obtained from The 
Aviation Planning Group, LLC., by calling (208) 602-6725 or by emailing rafael@theaviation-
planninggroup.com starting February 19th. Bid documents will be provided elctronically, in 
PDF format.  The bidder will be responsible for acquiring, copying, and distributing Bidding 
Documents (plans and specifications) necessary to bid and construct the project. Hard paper 
copies of the project will not be provided.
Bids may be held by the City of Monte Vista for a period not to exceed one hundred and 
twenty (120) calendar days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of evaluating 
bids prior to award of contract.
The right is reserved, as the City of Monte Vista, may require, to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any informality in the bids received.
Federal Provisions
This project is subject, but not limited, to the following Federal provisions, statutes and regulations.  
Reference Division 5 Supplementary Provisions for a complete list of applicable provisions.

Equal Opportunity Clause and Specifications – Reference 41 CFR § 60-1.4, Executive 
Order 11246; 
Affirmative Action Requirement – Reference 41 CFR part 60-4, Executive Order 11246;
Nonsegregated Facilities Requirement – Reference 41 CFR § 60-1.8;  
Notice to Prospective Federally Assisted Construction Contractors; 
Notice to Prospective Subcontractors of Requirements for Certification of Non-Seg-
regated Facilities; 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise – Reference 49 CFR Part 26;  
Davis-Bacon Requirements – Reference 2 CFR § 200 Appendix II(D); 
Buy American Preference – Reference 49 USC § 50101;

No. 4805 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, February 28 and March 6 
and 13, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE AND
APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S DEED

     To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the Hereinafter Described Land, 
Lot or Premises, and to the Person in Whose Name the Same was Taxed or Specially 
Assessed, and to all Persons Having Interest or Title of Record in or to the Said Premises and 
to Whom It May Concern and More Especially to; 

1) Audrey May Sawyer Zinsser 1/4, Kathy Ann Penland Mehr 1/8, Sharon Lea Penland 
1/8, 1694 Fish Road, Ridgeville, SC 29472; Section: 33 Township: 39 Range: 7 UNT 
1/2 INT: SE4SW4 LESS E 100 FT CONT 36.80 AC (3333300619 COP 8857)

2) Daniel Murphy, 1694 Fish Road, Ridgeville, SC 29472; Section: 33 Township: 39 
Range: 7 UND 1/4 INT: SE4SW4 LESS E 100 FT CONT 36.80 AC (3333300620 
COP 8858)

3) Patricia Murphy Porter, 1694 Fish Road, Ridgeville, SC 29472; Section: 33 
Township: 39 Range: 7 UND 1/4 INT: SE4SW4 LESS E 100 FT CONT 36.80 AC 
(3333300621 COP 8859)

      You and Each of You are Hereby Notified that on the 17th Day of November A.D. 2020, 
The Then County Treasurer of the County of Rio Grande, in the State of Colorado, Sold at 
Public Tax Lien Sale to Steven Strohmeyer, 868 Kim Court, Hickman, CA 85323, the Real 
Estate Situated in the County of Rio Grande, State of Colorado, Described Above, and Said 
County Treasurer Issued the Certificate(s) of Purchase Therefore to Steven Strohmeyer. 
      That Said Tax Lien Sale was Made to Satisfy the Delinquent Taxes Assessed Against Said 
Real Estate for the Said Year 2019.
     That Said Real Estate Was Taxed or Specially Assessed in the Name(s) of Audrey May 
Sawyer Zinsser; Kathy Ann Penland Mehr; Sharon Lea Penland; Daniel Murphy; Patricia 
Murphy Porter
     That a Treasurer’s Deed Will be Issued for Said Real Estate to the Said Steven W. Strohmeyer 
at 10:00 A.M. on the 28th Day of June, A.D. 2024, Unless the Same Has Been Redeemed.
     Said Property May Be Redeemed From Said Sale at Any Time Prior to the Actual 
Execution of Said Treasurer’s Deed.
     Witness my Hand and Seal this 29th Day of February, A.D. 2024.
                                                                                            Rhonda Richardson
                                                                             RIO GRANDE COUNTY TREASURER

No. 4807 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, March 6, 13 and 20, 2024.

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing before the Rio Grande County Planning Com-
mission will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 1:30pm and a Public Hearing before the 
Board of County Commissioners for Rio Grande County is scheduled for Wednesday April 
24, 2024 beginning at the hour of 1:30 PM.  Public Hearings before both Boards run con-
secutively per each board’s agenda schedule.
 The purpose of these hearings is to review a conditional use application, submitted by PS 
Cube, LLLC dba Movie Manor Hotel to develop and operate a 12-space campground/RV 
Park.  The proposed location of this conditional use is 2830 US Highway 160, Monte Vista, 
CO.  Legal address; Tract 2 Kelloff Division of Land Section 33&34, Township 39, Range 
7.  The full details of this application are available for review at: www.riograndecounty.org  
under the “Public Notice” tab, or in the Land Use Office at 925 6th St Rm 208, Del Norte, 
during normal office hours. 
Any interested person may appear to be heard at the public hearings.  These public hearings 
will be held in the commissioner’s meeting room located at 925 6th St., Del Norte, CO  81132.
Written comments may be emailed to rgclanduse@riograndecounty.org or mailed or 
dropped off at the Land Use office at 925 6th St, Rm 208, Del Norte, CO  81132.

No. 4809 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, March 13, 2024.

No. 4810 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, March 13, 2024.

Notice of Public Hearing
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing before the Rio Grande County Planning Com-
mission will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 1:30pm and a Public Hearing before the 
Board of County Commissioners for Rio Grande County is scheduled for Wednesday April 
24, 2024 beginning at the hour of 1:30 PM.  Public Hearings before both Boards run consec-
utively per each board’s agenda schedule.
The purpose of these hearings is to review a conditional use application, submitted by Leeann 
Harness to operate an RV Repair (no engine or chassis work) and an upholstery and ceramic 
business.  The proposed location of this conditional use is 2721 W County Road 8 N, Center, 
CO.  Legal address; FR SW4 Section 22, Township 40, Range 7.  The full details of this appli-
cation are available for review at: www.riograndecounty.org  under the “Public Notice” tab, or 
in the Land Use Office at 925 6th St Rm 208, Del Norte, during normal office hours. 
Any interested person may appear to be heard at the public hearings.  These public hear-
ings will be held in the commissioner’s meeting room located at 925 6th St., Del Norte, CO  
81132.
Written comments may be emailed to rgclanduse@riograndecounty.org or mailed or 
dropped off at the Land Use office at 925 6th St, Rm 208, Del Norte, CO  81132.

Notice of Public Hearing

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing before the Rio Grande County Planning Com-
mission will be held on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 1:30pm and a Public Hearing before the 
Board of County Commissioners for Rio Grande County is scheduled for Wednesday April 
24, 2024 beginning at the hour of 1:30 PM.  Public Hearings before both Boards run consec-
utively per each board’s agenda schedule.

The purpose of these hearings is to review a minor subdivision application, submitted by 
Philip & Margaret Varoz to create a 4-lot subdivision.  The proposed location of this minor 
subdivision is 004 El Dorado Ln, South Fork, CO.  Legal address; FR SE4SE4 Section 29, 
Township 40, Range 4.  The full details of this application are available for review at: www.
riograndecounty.org  under the “Public Notice” tab, or in the Land Use Office at 925 6th St 
Rm 208, Del Norte, during normal office hours. 

Any interested person may appear to be heard at the public hearings.  These public hearings 
will be held in the commissioner’s meeting room located at 925 6th St., Del Norte, CO  81132.

Written comments may be emailed to rgclanduse@riograndecounty.org or mailed or 
dropped off at the Land Use office at 925 6th St, Rm 208, Del Norte, CO  81132.

No. 4811 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, March 13, 2024.

PUBLIC NOTICE:
Rio Grande County Board of County Com-
missioners, Planning Commission and 
Land Use Staff after several months and 
many public meetings has drafted Camp-
ground/RV Park amendments to the Land 
Use Development Code. The proposed 
amendments are to be presented for adop-
tion at public hearing on the following 
dates. The first public meeting for adoption 
will be at the Planning and Zoning meet-
ing scheduled for April 16, 2024 at 1:30 pm 
with the second public meeting before the 
Board of County Commissioners sched-
uled for April 17, 2024, at 1:30pm.  The final 
drafts can be viewed on the riograndecoun-
ty.org web site under the ‘County News’ tab.

No. 4812 published in the Monte Vista 
Journal, Wednesday, March 13 and 27, 2024.

Due Date: April 3, 2024 by 2:00 PM MST
The City of Monte Vista is requesting proposals from qualified contractors to provide
Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and CCTV Inspection Services. Examples of potential type of
work may include, but is not limited to the following:
Cleaning of sanitary sewers ranging in size from 4 to 24 inches in diameter. This work in-
cludes flushing, debris removal, grease removal, root cutting, deposit cutting, and grinding 
protruding break-in service connections. Internal video inspection of sewers via Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) of sewers ranging from 4 to 24 inches in diameter. The inspec-
tions shall include providing the City with digital videos, images, and reports that include 
condition and other descriptive data related to the sewer according to NASSCO’s Pipeline 
Assessment Certification Program. Proposal submission via hardcopy is required. Hard 
copy proposals shall be submitted, three (3) copies, will be received at the City of Monte 
Vista, 95 W 1st St., Monte Vista, CO 81144. Proposals will be received before 2 pm MST, 
Wednesday April 3, 2024 and referenced as #2024-03 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning Services and 
CCTV Inspection. Requests for proposals and or questions concerning the scope of the 
project or the bid submittal process should be directed to the Public Works Director, Robert 
Vance at rvance@ci.monte-vista.co.us.
The City of Monte Vista is subject to public information laws, which permit access to most re-
cords and documents. Proprietary information in your response must be clearly identified and 
will be protected to the extent legally permissible. Proposals may not be marked ‘Proprietary’ 
in their entirety. Information considered proprietary is limited to material treated as confi-
dential in the normal conduct of business, trade secrets, discount information, and individual 
product or service pricing. Summary price information may not be designated as proprietary 
as such information may be carried forward into other public documents. All provisions of 
any contract resulting from this request for proposal will be public information.
The City of Monte Vista reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any 
irregularities or informalities.  Please vist https://cityofmontevista.colorado.gov/ or contact 
Rob Vance at 719-852-8281 or rvance@ci.monte-vista.co.us for more information.

No. 4813 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, March 13 and 27, 2024.

for all their donations and support,” 
he said. 

Cleghorn spoke about how the 
new kennels came about. 

“We had a previous board mem-
ber named Kathy Ellithorpe, she 
gave us an idea to do a sponsor a 
kennel, as she wanted to sponsor 
one in memory of her sister,” he 
said. “That gave us an idea of what 
it would cost to build a new kennel. 
We then advertised and stated for 
this amount of money you can buy 
a kennel; we then put your name on 
it or in memory of or powered by.” 

Cleghorn said that after receiving 
some donations, the LOR Founda-
tion got involved with the cause and 
donated to the shelter.

Heated concrete was used for the 
kennels, so that they can be heated 
in the winter months. Cleghorn said 
the shelter is working to purchase 
an outdoor boiler to hook up to run 
the heat to the concrete.

Cleghorn explained that 13 of the 
new kennels are all 5 feet by 10 feet. 
And one is 10 feet by 10 feet.

“We stepped up the plate and got 
commercial galvanized kennels so 
that they will last considerably lon-
ger. We also have metal in between 
each kennel, so that the dogs can’t 
see each other, and react to each 
other. The metal in between was 
also donated. The whole process 
from start to finish has been a little 
less than a year’s time,” he said. 

Cleghorn said that Mathias Con-
crete donated the concrete that was 
laid, and Owsley Concrete laid the 
foundation.

“We had people donating money, 
work, and items to the shelter,” he 
said. “This is a win, win day. A 
celebration of these kennels being 
put in for us. We are thankful to 
everyone who has helped us get 
where we are today.” 

Board member for Conour Ani-
mal shelter Brittany Harlan said, 
“My husband and I own Owsley 
Construction. They are the ones 
who came and poured in all the 
concrete with assistance from 
Mathias. I have always adopted 
dogs, so this is near and dear to 
my heart. We decided that this was 
something that we wanted to help 
the community with. I have been on 
the board for about 4 years now. We 
are happy to help turn this around 
and bring better facilities and im-
provements for the animals and the 
community.” 

Harlan mentioned that in time 
they are also hoping to add a dog 
run to the shelter, so that the dogs 
will not always have to be in ken-
nels.

Board member Tracy Simon said, 
“I am so excited to see the shelter 
improving. I am excited to see new 
facilities for dogs. We want the dogs 
to have the best experience they can 
have here and hopefully get them 
out into some good homes.” 

Board member Jerene Wilkinson 
said, “We are so appreciative of ev-
eryone who has donated. We could 
not have done any of this project 
without the LOR Foundation and 
without the community that has 
helped us.” 

According to their website, the 
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society 
Conour Animal Shelter is a no kill 
shelter and serves Rio Grande, Sa-
guache, and Mineral counties, and 
does receive dogs from Alamosa, 
Conejos, and Costilla counties. 

For more information on the 
shelter or to donate, call 719-
852-3366 or email shelter@urgas-
conouranimalshelter.org

KENNELS
Continued from Page 1A

Spring forest road closures begin soon
Short-term annual 
closures protect the 

road surface

CONTRIBUTED
DEL NORTE — The Rio Grande 

National Forest announced March 6 
that annual spring road closures have 
begun across the forest. Each year, 
as temperatures rise and the snow 
melts, the forest roadbeds are prone 
to softening and are at an increased 
risk of damage from vehicle traffic. 
Road repairs can be costly and may 
not happen very soon.

Wheels often create ruts in roads, 
creating a rough road and possibly 
increasing water run-off velocity 
which could lead to subsequent ero-
sion. Increased silting into local water 
sources can damage the waterway 

and aquatic life within. Vehicles on 
soft roads can also cause large mud 
holes. To avoid these problems, roads 
are closed for short periods of time, 
to allow for drying and hardening of 
the roadbed. The closures typically 
last from three to six weeks.

“These short-term closures help 
protect your national forest re-
sources,” said Dennis Kuhnel, forest 
supervisor for the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest. “They typically don’t 
last long and, by respecting them, 
we can together provide a damage 
free roadbed to use the rest of the 
year.” Kuhnel recognized that the 
restricted access to your favorite 
locations can be frustrating but en-
courages the public to help prevent 
the potential for widespread nega-
tive effects.

As soon as it is determined that 
the roadbeds will not be damaged 

by heavy vehicles, the closed roads 
are opened. It is important to note 
that some roads may appear to be dry 
in lower elevations near the closure, 
but they will remain closed until 
the higher sections of the roads are 
also appropriately dry enough for 
vehicle use.

Current road conditions can be 
found on the Rio Grande National 
Forest’s home page by navigating to 
the individual ranger district’s “road 
conditions” link on the right side of 
the page.

All travel on the RGNF is regulated 
by the Motor Vehicle Use Maps found 
online.

For information on the Rio Grande 
National Forest, call 719-850-2374
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MONTE VISTA CITY OF 2024 Drinking Water Quality Report 
Covering Data For Calendar Year 2023

Public Water System ID: CO0153600
Esta es información importante. Si no la pueden leer, necesitan que alguien se la traduzca.

We are pleased to present to you this year’s water quality report. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and 
dependable supply of drinking water. Please contact ROBERT L VANCE at 719-852-2692 with any questions or for 
public participation opportunities that may affect water quality.
General Information
All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More 
information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791) or by visiting epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-
water.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ 
transplants, people with HIV-AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly 
at risk of infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. For 
more information about contaminants and potential health effects, or to receive a copy of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to less-
en the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and microbiological contaminants call the EPA Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at (1-800-426-4791).
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occur-
ring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of 
animals or from human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
•Microbial contaminants: viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agri-
cultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
•Inorganic contaminants: salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water 
runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
•Pesticides and herbicides: may come from a variety of sources, such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and 
residential uses.
•Radioactive contaminants: can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining 
activities.
•Organic chemical contaminants: including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of 
industrial processes and petroleum production, and also may come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, 
and septic systems.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
prescribes regulations limiting the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that must provide the 
same protection for public health.
Lead in Drinking Water
Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water 
is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We are responsible 
for providing high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes, but cannot control the variety of materials used 
in plumbing components in your home. You share the responsibility for protecting yourself and your family from 
the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by identifying and removing lead materials within your 
home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your pipes for several 
minutes by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can also use a filter certified 
by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking water. If you are con-
cerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact ROBERT L VANCE at 719-852-2692. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at 
epa.gov/safewater/lead.
Source Water Assessment and Protection (SWAP)
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment may have provided us with a Source Water Assess-
ment Report for our water supply. For general information or to obtain a copy of the report please visit wqcdcom-
pliance.com/ccr. The report is located under “Guidance: Source Water Assessment Reports”. Search the table using 
our system name or ID, or by contacting ROBERT L VANCE at 719-852-2692. The Source Water Assessment Report 
provides a screening-level evaluation of potential contamination that could occur. It does not mean that the contam-
ination has or will occur. We can use this information to evaluate the need to improve our current water treatment 
capabilities and prepare for future contamination threats. This can help us ensure that quality finished water is 
delivered to your homes. In addition, the source water assessment results provide a starting point for developing a 
source water protection plan. Potential sources of contamination in our source water area are listed on the next page.
Please contact us to learn more about what you can do to help protect your drinking water sources, any questions 
about the Drinking Water Quality Report, to learn more about our system, or to attend scheduled public meetings. 
We want you, our valued customers, to be informed about the services we provide and the quality water we deliver 
to you every day.

Terms and Abbreviations
•  Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) − The highest level of a contaminant allowed in drinking water.
•  Treatment Technique (TT) − A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
•  Health-Based − A violation of either a MCL or TT.
•  Non-Health-Based − A violation that is not a MCL or TT.
•  Action Level (AL) − The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment and other regu-

latory requirements.
•  Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) − The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. 

There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
•  Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) − The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is 

no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
•  Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) − The level of a drinking water disinfectant, below which 

there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to 
control microbial contaminants.

•  Violation (No Abbreviation) − Failure to meet a Colorado Primary Drinking Water Regulation.
•  Formal Enforcement Action (No Abbreviation) − Escalated action taken by the State (due to the risk to public 

health, or number or severity of violations) to bring a non-compliant water system back into compliance.
•  Variance and Exemptions (V/E) − Department permission not to meet a MCL or treatment technique under 

certain conditions.
•  Gross Alpha (No Abbreviation) − Gross alpha particle activity compliance value. It includes radium-226, but 

excludes radon 222, and uranium.
•  Picocuries per liter (pCi/L) − Measure of the radioactivity in water.
•  Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) − Measure of the clarity or cloudiness of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU 

is just noticeable to the typical person.
•  Compliance Value (No Abbreviation) – Single or calculated value used to determine if regulatory contaminant 

level (e.g. MCL) is met. Examples of calculated values are the 90th Percentile, Running Annual Average (RAA) 
and Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA).

•  Average (x-bar) − Typical value.
•  Range (R) − Lowest value to the highest value.
•  Sample Size (n) − Number or count of values (i.e. number of water samples collected).
•  Parts per million = Milligrams per liter (ppm = mg/L) − One part per million corresponds to one minute in two 

years or a single penny in $10,000.
•  Parts per billion = Micrograms per liter (ppb = ug/L) − One part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 

years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.
•  Not Applicable (N/A) – Does not apply or not available.
•  Level 1 Assessment – A study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why 

total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system.
•  Level 2 Assessment – A very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if 

possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in our 
water system on multiple occasions.

Detected Contaminants
MONTE VISTA CITY OF routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water according to Federal and State 
laws. The following table(s) show all detections found in the period of January 1 to December 31, 2023 unless other-
wise noted. The State of Colorado requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because 
the concentrations of these contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year, or the system is not 
considered vulnerable to this type of contamination. Therefore, some of our data, though representative, may be more 

than one-year-old. Violations and Formal Enforcement Actions, if any, are reported in the next section of this report.
Note: Only detected contaminants sampled within the last 5 years appear in this report. If no tables appear in this 
section, then no contaminants were detected in the last round of monitoring.

Violations, Significant Deficiencies, and Formal Enforcement Actions
No Violations or Formal Enforcement Actions

No. 4808 published in the Monte Vista Journal, Wednesday, March 13, 2024.

The CCR will not be mailed and is available upon request.
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ServiceService
With PrideWith Pride

CONTRIBUTED
MONTE VISTA — In the market for new insulation, 

windows and doors, water heaters, HVAC systems and other 
qualifying energy-efficient technology? Take advantage of San 
Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative’s (SLVREC) Electrify 
and Save on-bill repayment program for a simple and trans-
parent financing option.

The new program, “Electrify and Save,” launched for its 
electric members on March 4. Through partnerships with 
REC’s wholesale power supplier Tri-State Generation and 
Transmission Association and the Colorado Clean Energy 
Fund (CCEF), REC is offering the on-bill repayment program 
to REC members or business owners to install certain energy 
upgrades to their properties at no upfront cost.

The term “repayment” denotes that a third party, in this 
case CCEF, provides the upfront funding for the installation. 
In turn, REC will bill members monthly to recover CCEF’s 
costs over an agreed-upon timeframe. Since there are no 
loans, these home upgrades will not affect credit scores or 
add to the homeowners’ debt.

“San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative members will 
be at the forefront of what we believe will be a cutting edge, sig-
nificant Tri-State program offering unique to our cooperative 
industry,” said Pete Rusin, Tri-State electrification manager. 
“On-bill repayment gives consumer cooperative members 
an equitable and common sense means by which they can 
reduce overall utility spend and improve their quality of life.”

As an example, Rusin noted that SLVREC members still us-
ing propane could see their overall bills decrease, by addition 

Courtesy photo

Heat pumps are a high-efficiency heating and cooling solution. 
Modern cold climate heat pumps can heat homes efficiently in sub-
zero temperatures, even as low as negative 25 degrees Fahrenheit.

‘Electrify and Save’ coming 
to SLVREC members

dual fuel air source heat pump to an existing propane furnace, 
or even by financing a full furnace replacement through the 
on-bill repayment program.

Upgrades include new insulation, windows and doors, 
water heaters, electric HVAC systems, electric vehicle chargers 
and more. In many cases, the energy savings achieved through 
the newly installed measures are greater than the monthly 
repayment obligation, thereby saving members money on 
their utility bill every month.

For more information or to apply for a free, data-driven 
energy assessment of the project, visit www.slvrec.com/
electrify-and-save.

English teacher at GOAL 
High School meets 

students where they are

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Aaron Williams 
wants you to believe. Believe in yourself, 
believe in your abilities, and believe in 
what you’re capable of accomplishing. 

As an English teacher at GOAL High 
School and a track coach at Alamosa 
High, Williams preaches to students 
the importance of believing. His work 
and accomplishments led Adams 
State School of Education to present 
Williams with its Educator Highlight 
Award during a ceremony this week.

“He understands our population,” 
said GOAL High Principal Jason 
Hochevar. “When a student needs 
something, needs help, he’s always 
willing to jump in and listen to the kids’ 
stories and find a solution around their 
barriers and their issues to give them a 
second, third, fourth chance which is 
what it takes sometimes.”

GOAL High, with a new regional 
office off Highway 160 in Alamosa, 
is Colorado’s growing online school 
with more than 5,000 students across 
the state taking courses with GOAL. 
Williams is a statewide English teacher, 
meaning he’s working online with 
students who are in Fort Morgan, Colo-
rado Springs, Cortez and elsewhere 
across Colorado.

Williams said he’ll interact with 20 or 
so students on a daily basis and around 
200 for a school semester through 
GOAL’s online model. “We’re trying 
to reach them wherever they are in life. 

Every kid that comes to us is different 
so we’re allowed to be flexible and get 
them what they need,” he said.

When he’s done at GOAL for the day, 
he’ll head to Alamosa High where he 
works as an assistant track coach. Last 
track season he coached Aani Hard-
esty to state track titles in the 100- and 
300-meter hurdle races. Again, by get-
ting her to believe in the training and 
what she was capable of accomplishing.

“When I work with kids online, I 
try to keep that same energy I have 
if they’re right here in front of me,” 
he said.

“It’s a unique experience, I’d say,” he 
said of working both for GOAL online 
and coaching at Alamosa High. “Track 
is what brought me to school here and 
what brought me to Alamosa. So it’s a 
way for me to give back to the com-
munity.”

Williams hails originally from Rich-
mond, CA., and enrolled to run track 
at Adams State. Like so many others, 
he met a girl from Alamosa, married 
her and settled down and settled in 
for life’s haul. He and his wife, Marina, 
now have two children, Kinwood and 
Onyx, and he has a growing career in 
teaching at GOAL and coaching track 
at Alamosa High.

All because he believed.
This monthly award recognizes Ad-

ams State University School of Educa-
tion alumni, prominent local teachers, 
and other educators working within or 
hailing from the San Luis Valley. In so 
doing, Adams State University hopes 
to build familiarity with the commu-
nity as a serious destination for future 
educators. To nominate and educator 
email Chrissy McKinney at cmckin-
ney@adams.edu.

Courtesy photo

Pictured, left to right, Adams State School of Education Director Curtis Garcia, 
Ph.D.; Adams State Teacher Education Program Coordinator Advisor Chrissy 
McKinney; Adams State February Educator Highlight Award recipient, Aaron 
Williams; and GOAL High Principal Jason Hochevar.

Educator Highlight 
Award for February goes 

to Aaron Williams
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The Costilla County Fire Department was honored for their selfless work on March 3 at Grace Chapel in San Luis. 

Costilla County Fire 
Department honored 

by Grace Chapel

Costilla County Fire Department 
firefighter Leon Casias holds the 
appreciation plaque the depart-
ment received on March 3.

By DIANE DREKMANN
SAN LUIS — The Costilla County 

Fire Department was honored on 
March 3 by Grace Chapel, a Spanish 
Christian church in San Luis. 

Grace Chapel Pastor Joel Talamante 
gave heartfelt “appreciation, thanks, 
honor and love for all of you. May 
God protect you all.”

Talamante said although the job is 
dangerous, he wanted to recognize the 
fact that a firefighter risks his life for 
the community. He acknowledged the 
families, who never know if they will 
see their loved ones again. He wanted 
to become a firefighter he became a 
pastor instead.
Please see HONOR on Page 6

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
DEL NORTE — Rio Grande 

Hospital announced recently that the 
new Wellness Center currently being 
built near the hospital will 
be finished by early summer 
and thanked everyone who 
has donated to the project.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
Communications Officer 
Eva Timberlake, the Wellness Center 
is on track to open by June and the 
hospital plans to celebrate the grand 
opening in style.

“We are on track for the finish of the 
Wellness Center and our hope is to have 
a community grand opening by early 
summer. Construction on the project is 
nearing completion and we can’t wait to 
share it with the community,” she said.

The Wellness Center project began 
before 2020 to not only offer patients at 
the hospital and their families a place to 
stay but also to offer patients a way to 
learn about how to be healthier living 
through several different programs.

At the beginning of the planning 
phase of the project, Rio Grande 
Hospital CEO Arlene Harms looked at 

what are termed Blue Zones throughout 
the US and through her research 
and with the help of several different 
organizations and people they began 

to form a plan for what 
the Wellness Center would 
look like. 

Blue Zones are in about 
five or six different countries 
throughout the world and 
are known for their healthy 

living lifestyles and longevity of the 
residents. 

One group here in the US is known 
for the healthy living habits formed by its 
members which is group of Seventh-day 
Adventists. The group is in the Loma 
Linda area in California. The group has 
made headlines in certain circles for 
their residents who live almost a decade 
longer than the average person and they 
attribute this fact to their lifestyle.

The Wellness Center will have a 
community center where members 
of the community can come host 
meetings, meet for coffee or utilize 
resources offered by the center. It will 
be an intersection for employees who 
can take their breaks there, there will 

Rio Grande Hospital 
gives update on Wellness 

Center, thanks donors

Please see RGH on Page 7

CONTRIBUTED
SAN LUIS VALLEY— Sargent 

Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
took a group of students to participate 
in the District IV Leadership 
Development Event contests at Adams 
State University on Feb. 14.

District IV is made up of 
Sargent, Sangre De Cristo,  Monte 
Vista,  Centauri,  Alamosa,  Sanford, 
and La Veta FFA Chapters.

Leadership Development Events 
(LDE’s) consist of a variety of contests 
that allow students to demonstrate 

a variety of skills such as public 
speaking, critical thinking, and 
communication.

Creed Speaking
First Place — Makenzie Consaul
Second Place — Durae Naranjo
Extemporaneous Speaking
First Place — Westen Burkhart
Prepared Speaking
Second Place- Ellaree Rockey
Third Place-Jessica Buser
All first-place winners  have 

qualified to represent District IV at 
the State LDE contests in June.

Courtesy photo

Quizbowl winners, left to right, Kandace Pargin, Madeline Mitchell, and 
Donovan Heineman of Sargent FFA.

Future farmers attend 
leadership event at 

Adams State University

Courtesy photo

Haskin Elementary kindergarten teacher Jaton Najera’s class celebrated 100 days of school by dressing up 
like they were 100 years old and doing activities related to the number 100.

Haskin Elementary kindergarteners 
celebrate 100 days of school

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — Haskin Elementary 

kindergarten classrooms recently 
celebrated 100 days in school. 
Kindergarten teacher Jaton Najera’s 
class was just one of many that 
celebrated the milestone. 

Najera said the children enjoyed 
the celebration.

“It was a fun day for the kids. 
The kids were so cute. I have been 

a teacher for 11 years now and 
every year we have the 100-day 
celebration,” Najera said.  “The kids 
were told they could dress up like 
they were 100 years old, and there 
were kids that came dressed up like 
they were 100 years old. The boys 
were wearing suspenders with big 
pants, and some of the boys even 
wore stick-on moustaches. The 
girls had curly hair and lots of fancy 

jewelry, it was a fun time for all.” 
Najera said that the classroom 

often celebrates different things 
based on happenings at the school 
and holidays. She said that the kids 
were informed of the celebration, 
and they all acted like they were 
100 years old.

“A lot of the kids also brought in 
canes. They were walking around 

Please see 100 on Page 6
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash
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Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Call 719-852-3531
or email: rbeutler@valleypublishinginc.com

This Week’s FeatureThis Week’s FeatureBusiness Business 
ShowcaseShowcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE THE 
HOLY HOLY 

MOSESMOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Holy MosesThe Holy Moses

658-2848658-2848
121 N. Main121 N. Main

CreedeCreede

A great selection of 
Garden signs, aprons 
and tool bags
have arrived.

Get your garden on!

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
The City of Monte Vista is ac-
cepting applications for the 
position of Utilities Maintenance 
Worker II.  Utilities Maintenance 
Worker II is a skilled position 
with a minimum requirement 
of a Small Systems Wastewater 
Certification and preferably a 
Class D Wastewater Treatment 
Certification. A HS Diploma, 
and one year of experience work-
ing within a treatment facility is 
required. The hiring range for 
this position is $21.00 to $24.00 
per hour DOE. Candidates will 
need a valid driver’s license and 
be able to pass a pre-employment 
background check and drug test. 
Please visit: https://cityofmonte-
vista.colorado.gov/government/
departments/human-resources 
for a complete position descrip-
tion and application. (3-13)

Elementar y Behavior Inter-
ventionist / School Assessment 
Coordinator / Response to In-
tervention Coordinator needed 
at Del Norte Elementary School 
for the 2024-2025 school year. We 
are seeking a hardworking and 
enthusiastic teaching professional 
to join our dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team.  Applicants 
must have a Colorado Teaching 

License. Please submit your appli-
cation, resume and cover letter to: 
Amy Duda, Principal at aduda@
urtigers.co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Applications can 
be picked up at the District Office 
or online at: urtigers.co. (3-27)

Instructional Coach needed at 
Del Norte Elementary School. 
Candidate should be proficient in 
all areas of teaching and learning, 
with an emphasis on professional 
practice and the teaching and 
learning cycle.  The coach will be 
responsible for consulting with 
and supporting the instructional 
teaching staff in using resources 
that impact student learning. The 
coach will provide support and 
professional learning to instruc-
tional staff as needed. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s degree or 
higher and possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado Teaching 

License.  Please submit your 
application, resume, and cover 
letter to  Amy Duda, Principal at 
aduda@urtigers.co.  Applications 
can be picked up at the District 
Office or online at: urtigers.co. 
(3-27)

Del Norte Elementary School 
Teacher needed at the URGSD. 
We are seeking a hardworking and 
enthusiastic teaching professional 
to join our dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team for the 2024-2025 
school year. Applicants must have 
a bachelor’s degree or higher and 
possess or be able to obtain a Col-
orado Teaching License. Please 
submit your application, resume 
and cover letter to: Amy Duda, 
Principal at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-657-4050. 
Applications can be picked up at 
the District Office or online at: 
urtigers.co. (3-27)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
Thinking of buying or selling 
your home or land this year, call 
Yvonne Hoffman, 719-580-1901, 
Broker Associate Steffens & Co 
Realty Inc. (TFN)

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood For Sale. Call or text 
Mark 662-361-7530 Located in 
Saguache. (5-22)

Lump Coal and Anthracite Hard 
Coal available. Supplement your 
wood heating with “lump coal”. 
Burns more consistently & lasts 

FULL-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has an immediate 
need in advertising sales (full-time). 
Any sales experience is appreciated 

but will train. Email resume to 
General Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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San Luis Valley Area Real EstateSan Luis Valley Area Real Estate
Thinking of Selling in 2024
Expect the Best,
Call Bernadette

Bernadette
Gingrass

719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com

License #100072622

Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

Bernadette GingrassBernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.combmgingrass@gmail.com  License #100072622License #100072622

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

193 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Charming Mountain Retreat with 
Breathtaking Views Nestled in the 
picturesque town of South Fork 
CO, this finely crafted 1,380 sq. ft. 
Ranch Style Mountain Home offers 
a delightful blend of comfort and 
rugged elegance. With 2 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms, this home pro-
vides ample room for relaxation 
and rejuvenation. The open liv-
ing area boasts a large Sunny Bay 
window, allowing natural light to 
flood the space and framing panoramic Mountain Views. The heart of this home is the 
well-appointed kitchen, abundance of cabinets, including convenient lazy Susan stor-
age. You’ll find all the essentials: a refrigerator, cookstove, dishwasher. Perfect kitchen 
for entertaining your friends and family. Gather around the wood-burning stove in the 
living room, where warmth and comfort await. The home’s insulation ensures a snug 
retreat during chilly mountain evenings. Step onto the inviting front sitting porch, sip 
your morning coffee, and observe the local wildlife. Mule deer and wild turkeys fre-
quently visit the serene Ponderosa Valley Estates. A large laundry room with abundant 
storage, a wash sink, and a washer and dryer adds convenience to daily living. Park your 
vehicles in the 2-car garage and utilize the detached cement floor garage/workshop with 
water supply and 110/220 power for all your mountain toys or hobbies. This home is 
ready for you to make it your own—whether it’s your dream residence, a home away 
from home, or a vacation rental. Explore nearby activities such as skiing, four-wheeling, 
hiking, and gold medal fly fishing. The Rio Grande River is just moments away. Enjoy 
the convenience of paved roads, city water sewer system, and your very own well and 
large .83-acre lot. Priced at $479,500 this property offers an exceptional opportunity to 
embrace mountain living. Schedule your private showing today and embark on Your 
Mountain Adventure in this beautiful, tranquil Ponderosa Valley Estates neighborhood! 
Don’t wait, call and schedule today! MLS#810774 - $479,500

UNDER CONTRACT

longer so you can do more of what 
you want & less time carrying 
wood. 719-849-8261 (3-6)

36 Miscellaneous
1970 Ford D-250 Camper Spe-
cial runs driver stop restorable 
$500. I buy patches 719-849-0975. 
(4-3)

Cash for quality non-fiction 
books and LP records. Jeff 720-
315-9145 (TFN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 S. 
County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719) 852-0500 (TFN)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Bat-
teries in Brand Names of Out-
back, Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and 
More. Custom Cables and PV 
Wire. Bontrager’s Variety Store. 
9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-

852-0500. (TFN)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $10. 
Covered—local. Call: 719-480-
2089 (4-3)

44 Farm Services
Attention Farmer and Ranches: 
Seal your leaking livestock tanks, 
ponds & reservoirs with benton-
ite. Spring Special 10% OFF. Rio 
Grande Bentonite. 719-580-6652 
(5-29)

48 Pets and 

Supplies
Four beautiful Siberian Husky 
puppies. Black and white with 
masks. Shots. Sweet natured. Call 
970-987-2800 (3-27)

63 Trucks
For sale: 08 Dodge 4-Door Ram. 
New Engine. 118,000 miles. Runs 
Great. $10,000. Call 719-480-4438 
(3-13)

65 Professional 

Services
RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-
plus years-experience in carpen-
try, painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. 
Free Estimates 719-496-7630. 

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. (TFN)

Earth Knack Top Quality Instruction
in Survival & Outdoor Living Skills since 1990

Hand Forge Pioneer Style Blacksmithing Apr 26 - Apr 28

Fantastic Array of Fiber Arts Class May 17 - May 19

Traditional Hide Tanning Methods May 20 - May 23

Rocky Mtn.Survival, Edible, Medicinal Plants Sat July 13

“Smoke In” Wild Tobacco Plant Identification Sat July 14
www.earthknack.com for class details, pricing, registration  

earthknackschool@gmail.com
719 256 4909       PO# 508 Crestone, CO. 81131

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL 

GARAGE SALE SECTION of 
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Valley Wide Classifieds
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

  1. Information
  5. Seaport (abbr.)
  8. Agricultural disease (abbr.)
11. Riding horses
13. Boxing’s GOAT
14. Hurt or discomfort
15. A small sharp knife to trim 

vegetables
16. A beaver builds one
17. Horizontal passage into a 

mine
18. Self-immolation by fire 

rituals

20. Chain bar with lots of 
games (abbr.)

21. Goo Goo Dolls’ hit

22. Agreeable

25. In an early way

30. In a way, struck

31. It’s there in the morning

32. County in the S. Pacific

33. Central Florida city

38. Numbers cruncher

41. Mexican beers

43. Lawyers say you can indict 
one

45. Capital of South Australia

47. Wings

49. Drug used to treat HIV/AIDS

50. Fencing sword

55. Capital of Qatar

56. Portable bed

57. Afflicted

59. Lying down

60. Midway between 

northeast and east

61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation

62. Inflamed

63. Soviet Socialist Republic

64. Impudence

CLUES DOWN

  1. A way to fish

  2. Greek mythological figure

  3. Scarlett’s home

  4. Assist

  5. More doleful

  6. Premeditated

  7. Dish featuring minced food

  8. San Diego ballplayer

  9. Eight

10. Unwelcome picnic guests

12. Human gene

14. Bucket

19. Make full

23. Dirt

24. Person cited as ideal example

25. A part of (abbr.)

26. The 17th letter of the Greek 
alphabet

27. Very long period of time

28. Gas usage measurement

29. North American native 
people

34. It says “moo”

35. Folk singer Di Franco

36. Resinlike substance of 
certain insects

37. Residue

39. Grand homes

40. Popinjays

41. Man who behaves 
dishonorably

42. Figures

44. One who watches over 
children

45. Expressed pleasure

46. No longer living

47. Hebrew calendar month

48. Part of the ear

51. Swiss river

52. Prejudice

53. Italian Island

54. Resist authority (slang)

58. Criticize

JoinJoin
Our Our 

TeamTeam  !!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“Just had a delicious 
sausage pizza. Along 

with an extensive menu, 
they have a combo deal 
of 6” pizza and soda for 
just around $10. Casual 

environment. Would 
definitely come back 
when in South Fork!”

— Carol V.

Full or Part 
Time starting 

$15 hr.
plus tips!

Courtesy photos

Rio Grande Hospital begins thanking the many donors who have helped bring 
the Wellness Center from a dream to reality. A huge thanks went out to Del 
Norte bank, Rio Grande Bank and San Luis Valley Bank for their contributions.

RGH Continued from Page 1A

be games, books and computers to use, 
and help families that have members in 
the hospital.

The center will also house a teaching 
kitchen so that families can come 
and learn how to cook healthy meals; 
a greenhouse and herb garden; an 
educational room; meditation room; 

access to the nearby trails and hiking 
as well as so much more. For more 
information, visit the hospital’s website 
at www.riograndehospital.org.

Now, with the project nearing 
completion, the hospital wanted 
to begin thanking those who have 
donated, beginning with local banks 

who have generously helped the project. 
“A huge thanks goes out to Rio 

Grande Bank, Del Norte Bank and 
San Luis Valley Bank and to everyone 

who helped make this dream a reality,” 
hospital officials stated.
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San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

$22

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

• Residential• Residential
• Commercial• Commercial
• New or • New or 

Existing Existing 
ConstructionConstruction

David Miller, OwnerDavid Miller, Owner
719-480-2145719-480-2145
9318 County Road 169318 County Road 16
Antonito, COAntonito, CO

Cozy Home InsulatingCozy Home Insulating
For All your Foam Insulation NeedsFor All your Foam Insulation Needs

Call us for a free estimate!Call us for a free estimate!
Specializing in open Specializing in open 
and closed cell spray and closed cell spray 
foam insulation for foam insulation for 
all applicationsall applications

250 Adams Street, Monte Vista250 Adams Street, Monte Vista
Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 

today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.comtoday or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your StyleShopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarieRenaMarie
BoutiqueBoutique

TheThe

Locked Out? Lost Your keys? Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

Smart Keys •Transponders • Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley And Surrounding Areas

Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock (719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

Changes to the Harvest Information Program (HIP) small game hunters must know

Courtesy photo

Small game hunters are urged to learn about the new changes to small game 
regulations for the coming season. More information about the changes can 
be found at www.cpw.state.co.us.

By COLORADO PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE

COLORADO — Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife (CPW) is changing how 
hunters register with the Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) for the 
upcoming small game hunting season. 
Beginning March 2024, hunters will 
be able to complete their HIP survey 
when they purchase a license at 
cpwshop.com, or a CPW office.   

This change will bring the HIP 
registration process into CPW’s 
Integrated Parks and Wildlife System, 
launched in 2017, that created a 
one-stop shop for all CPW products, 
including hunting and fishing licenses, 
campsite reservations, OHV and 
snowmobile permits, and more.

C P W  ap ol o g i z e s  for  any 
inconvenience this change will cause 
for some hunters; however, the change 
should streamline HIP registrations 
for most. Hunters can now register 
for HIP when they buy their licenses 
in the same system. Also, hunters are 
no longer required to write down a 
HIP number on their license to prove 
registration, as it will be documented 
on their customer record. 

If you buy a small game license at 
an external license agent, you must 

complete the HIP survey through 
your online account at cpwshop.com 
before hunting small game. Later this 
year, an automated phone service will 
be available for hunters to register 
with HIP.

Colorado requires all small game 
hunters to sign up with HIP to help 
CPW better estimate harvest for 
species that are difficult to assess 
through a general small game survey. 
HIP is a joint U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and CPW program 
designed to improve small game and 
migratory bird harvest estimates. 

For hunters that are or plan to 

hunt light geese in March of 2024, 
you can still get your 2023 HIP at 
1-866-265-6447; however, the website 
at www.colohip.com will be disabled 
on March 1.

Remember, if you plan to hunt 
light geese on or after April 1, you 
will need a 2024 license and 2024 
HIP registration before you hunt on 
or after April 1, 2024.

Please note: if you are buying a 
small game license only as a qualifying 
license for the big game application 
period and will not hunt small game 
in Colorado in 2024-2025, do not 
register with HIP.

CCFD Chaplain Robert Dale said, 
“It is something inside of us. I always 
thought we do what we do if we can 
save one person or one house...”

Dale and his fellow firefighters 
have been able to help many people. 
The firefighters were presented 
with a plaque which showed the 
community’s appreciation for what 
they do.

The plaque read, “Greater love hath 
no man than this. That a man lay down 
his life for his friend,” which is from 
the Bible, John 15:13.

The firefighters were treated to 
a delicious meal. There are several 
fathers and sons working side by 
side for the department, like Raphael 
Maestas and his son Russell and 
Robert Espinoza and his son Juan. 
Isaiah Montano is the grandson of 
one of the church members.

This past November the Helping 
Hands Foundation helped the Costilla 
County Fire Department obtain 
badges and new uniforms.

HONOR
Continued from Page 1

with canes and giggling. The kids had a 
fun time for the celebration,” she said.

Najera said that during the 
celebration the students sang songs 
together, they counted to 100, and 
they also read 100 words, and counted 
out 100 words as they read them.

“The kids knew that it would be 
their 100th day at school,” Najera said.

Najera said that the kids also 
colored little paper hats with the 
number 100 on them. The kids also 
colored paper gumball machines that 
said they had a ball on the 100th day 
of school. Najera said that the pictures 
also had 100 dots on them in honor 
of the 100 days at school.

Najera said there is a man named 
Jack Hartman who creates YouTube 
videos and content for kids.

“He has a video called the one 
hundredth day of school, and in 
the video, he counts to 100. The 
video has him and another lady also 
dressed up like they are 100 years 
old counting too. The kids were able 
to watch the video and count to 100 
with him and the lady on the video. 
We also listened to some different 
books about one hundred days at 
school,” she said. 

100
Continued from Page 1
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CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council recently annouced that the 
29th Annual Variety Show will be 
taking place on April 13 at 7 p.m. at the 
Ruth Humphrey’s Theatre in Creede.

If you sing, dance, act, perform 
magic, juggle — all the above — then 
the CAC is looking for you. Auditions 
for the show will be taking place on 
Tuesday, April 2, from 6-7 p.m. at 

the Creede Community Church and 
again on Thursday, April 4, from 4:30-
5:30 p.m. at the Creede Community 
Church.

All types of acts are encouraged to 
audition. Acts must be performance 
ready and appropriate for a wide range 
of audience, including families.

For more information or to schedule 
an audition, call 719-658-2333. 

CAC annual Variety Show 
auditions April 2 and 4

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
SOUTH FORK — The South Fork 

Visitor Center in partnership with 
the Rio Grande Club and Resort are 
starting the spring season in South 
Fork with their annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. This event is an area favorite, 
offering a wonderful chance to 
welcome spring with some family 
fun. 

The Rio Grande Club and Resort, 

with help from the South Fork Visitor 
Center, are planning to transform a 
portion of the golf course with an array 
of colorful Easter eggs, games and 
activities for the entire family to enjoy. 

On March 30 from 10 to 11:30 a.m., 
children ages 10 and younger can 
come to the driving range at the Rio 
Grande Club and Resort to say hello 
to the Easter Bunny, hunt for eggs and 
enjoy several games and prizes.

South Fork plans for spring 
activities beginning with 
annual Easter Egg Hunt

Storytime at the Conejos 
Library District

LA JARA — Every Thursday 
morning from 11:40 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. the Conejos Library Maria De 
Herrera Branch in La Jara hosts a weekly 
Storytime and Craftime.

The stories selected are usually 
seasonal in nature with a craft activity 
related to the story. In February, young 
patrons listened to Valentine stories and 
got to make Valentines for Veterans.

Sometimes though, the story-subject 
is what the librarian wants to learn more 

about. Take for example last week, the 
librarian wanted to know more about 
giraffes and so several books fictional 
and nonfiction were read, and the 
librarian learned about giraffes and the 
smallest patrons learned about giraffes.

This week, young patrons will hear 
a story called “The Doorbell Rang” by 
Pat Hutchins, which is a story about 
sharing and problem solving, as well 
as a memorable introduction to the 
concept of division.

CONTRIBUTED
CENTER — Center Head Start, 

in conjunction with Rio Grande 
Hospital, is planning to have a health 
fair again. The health fair will be from 
7 to 10 a.m. on Friday, April 12, at 
the Center Head Start building, 301 
E. 3rd St.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the health fairs were not held.

People can come and have blood 
work done at the health fair. There 

will be free screenings, including 
height, weight, blood pressure and 
blood glucose finger sticks.

For a free the following can be done:
Chemistry Panel, including TSH for 

$30; PSA for $30; hemoglobin A1C 
for $30; blood type for $25; CBC for 
$20 and Vitamin D for $45.

For  more  informat ion on 
screenings, the health fair, or to have 
a booth at the fair, call Center Head 
Start at 719-759-9259. 

Health fair in Center 
will be on April 12

Are you interested in being a member of the SLVREC Board?
SAN LUIS VALLEY — Petitions 

for the nomination of director 
candidates for the San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative (SLVREC) 
are now available. Members can find 
information online at slvrec.com 
(About Us tab, “Annual Meeting”).

For a petition packet, call Michelle 
Trujillo at 852-3538 or email mtrujillo@
slvrec.com to have a petition packet 

mailed or pick up at SLVREC’s office at 
3625 US Highway 160 West, Monte Vista.

At the June 11, SLVREC Annual 
Meeting, two directors will be elected: 
one from Costilla County, District 2 and 
one from Alamosa County, District 4.

Completed petitions must include 
15 valid SLVREC member signatures 
and be returned to SLVREC no later 
than Thursday, April 11, (or Thursday, 

April 4 to have a brief bio included in the 
Annual Report). It is recommended to 
obtain 20 signatures in the event that any 
of the signatures are invalid. Call Trujillo 
at 719-852-3538, with any questions.

If you’re interested in having a brief 
bio included in the Annual Report 
and online, contact Jennifer Alonzo 
at jalonzo@slvrec.com by Thursday, 
April 4.

CConouronour Managed byManaged by
Upper Rio Grande Upper Rio Grande 

Animal SocietyAnimal Society
If you are interested in adopting, If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment onlyMonday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.orgwww.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

We could really use 
some laundry detergent 
and dish soap! It’s how 
we stay on top of health 
and cleanliness here at 
the shelter! Thank You!

Our black dogs are half off this month!
For some reason 

black dogs (and cats) 
tend to spend a much 
longer time in shelters 
than any other color 
of dog. These dogs 

are super sweet, loyal, 
loving and deserve a 
chance at a fur-ever 
home! Come meet 

them today!

We just want to
say a Big Thank You
to everyone who has helped 
us out already this year! We 

appreciate all of you!
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CRT boasts educational and CMAC programs for coming season
By LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE — Creede Repertory 
Theatre (CRT) has a year of discovery 
planned for the 2024 season and 
alongside the many unique and 
colorful productions, the theatre also 
has several educational programs for 
adults and youth as well as a schedule 
of musical programs through the 
Creede Musical Arts Collective 
(CMAC).

One of the longest 
standing educational 
pro g r ams  of fe re d 
through CRT is the 
Yo u n g  Au d i e n c e 
Outreach Tour. This 
program has offered 
musical and theatrical 
art education to over 
40,000 young people in the 40 years 
the program has been in place. This 
educational outreach has brought the 
joy and fun of theatrical education to 
several rural schools throughout the 
southwestern US and continues to 
grow each year.

This season, the Young Audience 
Outreach Tour will be bringing 
“Coyote and the Counting Game” to 
students beginning Aug. 30. Each 
production comes with a book that is 
passed out to students and this year the 
book and lyrics are by Diana Grisanti 
with music by Emiliano Messiez.

According to the play’s description, 
“Gaby’s having a rough year. She’s 
failing third grade math, her genius 
brother is about to go off to college, 
and her parents won’t buy her the 
drum set of her dreams. But when 
a crafty Coyote comes into her life, 
she discovers that she might be able 
to trick her way out of her troubles. 
A modern-day trickster tale, full of 
fractions, word problems, and good 

old-fashioned sibling rivalry.”
Another annual educational 

program brought to the community 
has been captivating students ages 10 
to 18 since 2003 and this year will be no 
exception. This year’s production will 
be “Maximum Conflict and External 
Strife.” This is a comedy written by Steve 
Moulds and directed by Tyler Horn.

“There’s a new role-playing game that’s 
all the rage — though not everyone’s 

a fan. Some kids find 
the game’s wall-to-wall 
fighting exhausting. And 
parents are worried that 
it’s making their kids 
angrier. But when one 
family casts a magic spell 
that sucks them inside 
the game, they have to 

navigate the cartoonishly violent world 
of Maximum Conflict to find their way 
back home.  ”

Not only is the theatre continuing 
with their exceptional educational 
programs, but they will be again 
offering musical programs through 
the Creede Musical Arts Collective 
and the Summer Concert Series. 

“On the Stage of Sondheim: A 
Musical Adventure” is bound to bring 
a dash of class to Creede this summer. 
“Sondheim reaches new heights in 
Creede…

Creede Rep teams up with the 
spectacular artists at Creede Musical 
Arts Collective (CMAC) to bring 
you a one-of-a-kind concert series. 
Complementing our season of 
discovery, each concert will be a fresh 
experience with a rotating catalog of 
prolific songs and performers from 
both organizations who will use the 
magic of Stephen Sondheim to delight 
your ears and your heart this summer. ”

The Creede Musical Arts Collective 

has brought music to the streets of 
Creede since 2021 and is known 
for popping up in wonderful places 

throughout town and during events 
to share their musical talents with 
visitors and residents alike. 

Discover what CRT has in store by 
visiting www.creederep.org, to see a 
full schedule or to purchase tickets.
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