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Alamosa

Comprehensive
Plan public
meeting on

Thursday

ALAMOSA — The public
is invited to participate in
a listening session with
Alamosa County officials to
discuss the Comprehensive
Plan for the county on
Thursday, March 14, at the
Sanctuary, 407 Fourth St.,
Alamosa, from 8 to 11 a.m.

SLV Regional
Airport meeting
on Thursday

ALAMOSA — The San
Luis Valley Regional Airport
Advisory Board will have a
regular meeting Thursday,
March 14,from8:15to9:15a.m.
The meeting is held upstairs
above Centric Aviation.

The public is welcome to
attend.

Farwell to
Hidden Lake

ALAMOSA — Since 2010,
the Friends of the Alamosa
Public Library have been
collecting art, writing and
poetry of the Valley in
Messages from the Hidden
Lake. This year, they will
release the final volume.

A reception will be at
Alamosa City Hall Council
Chambers, 300 Hunt Ave.,
on March 15 from 6 to 8
p.m., to celebrate this local
publication and all the
writers and artists who have
contributed to it. Copies will
be available for $10 each.

Refreshments provided.

Valley blood
drive set for
March 16

SOUTH FORK — A Valley
blood drive is scheduled
for Saturday, March 16, at
the South Fork Community
Building from 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. This is open to
everybody.

Blood donation can make
a monumental impact on
the lives of people across the
country and especially here
locally, organizers stated.

“Alotofyouhavegenerously
volunteered your time to
comedonateandmakesucha
difference,” organizers stated.

Sign up now at www.
bloodhero.com, sponsor
code: southfork, or contact
Karen Miller at 720-313-4834
or mkmillermink@aol.com.

SLV WEATHER

Chance of Snow, Breezy

46/24
Thurs: Snow Likely,
Breezy 44/22
Fri: Snow 41/19
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Playwright connects with Monte Vista
roots in ‘Knocking on the Devil’s Door’

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA —Tuesday night
was a big night in the life of
Anthony Sisneros when the
22-year-old graduating senior
from Adams State University
(ASU) experienced something he
never envisioned when he was
younger.

Characters — five of them,
who had existed only in his
mind — came to life on the
Xperimental Stage at ASU, and
through dialogue, movement on
the stage, and interactions with
each other, told a story that was

born solely in Sisneros’ imagina-
tion but inspired, in many ways,
by his life.

The play, titled “Knocking on
the Devil’s Door,” is the story of
Tony, “a young Mexican who's
reflecting on his past and how
to get back the love of his life.”
Sisneros credits the song “Real
Gangsta” with inspiring him to
turn his story into a play, but
the story itself is based on how
Sisneros grew up. “It’'s about
what I saw. What I heard. What
I experienced as a teenager.”

For as long as he can remem-
ber, stories have always played

a crucial role in Sisneros’ life.
Whether it was reading or
watching them, “consuming” sto-
ries helped to shape who he is.
“There’s always been something
about it that was magical — be-
ing able to experience a story,
whether it was non-fiction or fic-

B See ROOTS page 3

Playwright and ASU graduating
senior Anthony Sisneros whose
original play ‘Knocking on the
Devil’s Door, is being performed
today through Friday on ASU’s
Xperimental Stage.

Photo courtesy of Isaac Anthony Sisneros

Hickenlooper, Bennet secure $2
million for SLVH workforce housing

Funding
boosts work
already
underway

By PRISCILLA
WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA — Colora-
do U.S. Senators Michael
Bennet and John Hick-
enlooper have secured
$2 million in funding to
further SLV Health’s on-
going efforts to provide
workforce housing for
some of their contract em-
ployees.

The award is part of
a larger appropriations
package that passed 75
to 22 in the Senate with

strong bi-partisan sup-
port and is now headed to
President Biden’s desk.
Funding in the bill is slat-
ed to bring a total $129
million to 120 community

According
Wehe,

Health,

projects across Colorado.

Communica-
tions Director with SLV
the application
for funding was to im-

prove the Pikes

to Donna
chased.

on our campus,’

apartment building that
SLV Health recently pur-

“The building is located

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Thanks to Senators Bennet and Hickenlooper, SLV Health received $2 million in federal funding to renovate and up-
date Pike Avenue Apartments. The eleven unit building will provide workforce housing on the hospital’s campus.

Place says, “and we want to
make improvements to
the property to bring it
up to par for workforce
housing.”

Wehe B See SLVH page 3

Mountainfilm on Tour to screen in Monte Vista April 11

CONTRIBUTED

MONTE VISTA — Mountain-
film on Tour brings a selection
of culturally rich, adventure-
packed and incredibly inspir-
ing documentary films curated
from the Mountainfilm festival
in Telluride. The tour will visit
Monte Vista at the Vali 3 The-
ater on Thursday, April 11, with
films that explore themes con-

nected to Mountainfilm’s mis-
sion of using the power of film,
art and ideas to inspire audi-
ences to create a better world.
Mountainfilm on Tour in
Monte Vista is hosted by San
Luis Valley Great Outdoors
(SLV GO!) and sponsored by the
LOR Foundation, San Luis Val-
ley Federal Bank, SLV Health,
Colorado Housing and Finance

Authority, The Law Office of
Mark Loy, LLC, Sweetgrass
Therapeutics, and The Church
Project. SLV GO! has been orga-
nizing Mountainfilm on Tour for
three years and has been work-
ing to provide accessible and
inclusive outdoor recreation
opportunities that balance con-
servation, connect communities,
improve wellness, encourage

stewardship, and contribute to
the economic vitality of the re-
gion. SLV GO! believes the great
outdoors is a place of common
ground, a place that transcends
societal barriers, and has the
ability to bring people together
and foster a sense of community,
belonging, and shared steward-
ship for the environment. While

B See FILM page 3

Check out the new Engineering
Center at Adams State University

By ADAMS STATE
UNIVERSITY

refreshments.

Mechani-

ALAMOSA — No fool-
ing, the Adams State
University/CSU Engi-
neering Manufactur-
ing Education Center
(EMEC) is complete. An
open house will be held
from 11 a.m. until 6 p.m.
Monday, April 1, in Por-
ter Hall. The event is free
and open to the public.

The event will in-
clude tours of the facil-
ity throughout the day;
demonstrations of the
new jet engine at 12:30
p.-m. and 5:30 p.m.; and
machine demonstrations
throughout the day; 3D
printer displays and free

cal engineering students
and staff will be avail-
able to share their knowl-
edge of the program and
instruments and Adams
State Mechanical Engi-
neer Director Matt Neh-
ring, Ph.D., and Colorado

B See ASU page 3

Adams State First Year
Seminar Engineering
students work in the new
Adams State Engineering
Manufacturing Education
Center (EMEC). The public
is invited to the EMEC
Open House from 11 a.m.
until 6 p.m. Monday, April
1, located in Porter Hall.
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OBITUARY

Billie Kathleen Carpenter

Mrs. Billie Kathleen
Carpenter, a longtime
homemaker known for
her dedication to her fam-
ily, passed away in Del
Norte, Colo. She was born
in Salida, Colo., to Mil-
dred and Earl Ruggles on
Sept. 28, 1941.

In her younger years,
she was a member of
Mary Martha at Sargent
Community Church and
taught Sunday School for
many years. Billie drove
school bus for the Sar-
gent School District for 15
years. She was a talented
seamstress and made
many of her children,
grandchildren and other
family members beautiful
clothes, including western
shirts, bridesmaid dress-
es and wedding dresses.

Throughout her life,
Billie’s  greatest  joys
came from caring for her
children, grandchildren,
lending a helping hand
on the family farm, ex-
ploring nature; especially
wildflowers, mountains
and hummingbirds and
driving around looking at
wildlife with her husband
Donald.

Billie is survived by her
loving spouse of 64 years,
Donald Carpenter, who

stood by her side through
thick and thin. She will be
deeply missed by her chil-

dren: Gregory (Kendra
Burns) Carpenter, Ken-
neth (Carrie) Carpenter,
and Shawna (Eid) Fak-
houri. In addition to her
immediate family, Billie
leaves behind a legacy
of love and kindness for
her grandchildren: Ni-
cole (Eddie) Valdez, Cody
(Aleisha) Carpenter, Mi-
chelle Hathaway, Jessica
(Jacob) Hathaway, Ste-
phen Hathaway, Zachary
Carpenter, Kameron Car-
penter, Savannah Fak-
houri, Sophia Fakhouri,
Samuel Fakhouri, and
her great-grandchildren
Jace Quintana, Jayla
Quintana, Haylee Car-

penter and Kinslee Car-
penter as well as numer-
ous nieces, nephews and

extended family.

She is now reunited in
heaven with her parents
Mildred and Earl Rug-
gles, as well as her sib-
lings Earl Eugene (Geor-
gie) Ruggles, Francis
(Floyd) Parr, June (Clyde)
Mecdowell, Patty (Arnold)
Funk, Bob (Sandra) Rug-
gles, and Glenn Ruggles.

Billie’'s memory will
also be cherished by her
surviving brother Jack
(Dorothy) Ruggles and
sister-in-law Terry Rug-
gles.

Billie will forever be re-
membered for the warmth
she brought into the lives
of all who knew her. Her
nurturing spirit, unwav-
ering love and playful
personality will continue
to inspire those who were
fortunate enough to have
crossed paths with her.

Cremation was selected
and a Celebration of Life
Service will be held Sat-
urday June 22 at Hermit
Lakes.

To share condolences
with the family or to view
a picture tribute of Billie’s
life, please visit www.mv-
mortuary.com. Mountain
Valley Mortuary, 504 4th
Avenue, Monte Vista, is in
charge of arrangements.

Photo by R. Gonzales/CPW

CPW invasive species specialist inspects the motor on a patrol boat at Highline Lake
on Oct. 12, 23. To help expedite the inspection process and minimize impacts to their
travel, CPW encourages boaters to plan ahead and ensure their watercraft are clean,
drained, and dry prior to arrival at the check station.

CPW’s Aquatic nuisance species
roadside inspection program
to become full-time after two

successful pilot years

By COLORADO
PARKS AND
WILDLIFE

DENVER — Colorado
Parks and Wildlife will be-
gin operating two aquatic
nuisance species (ANS)
watercraft inspection and
decontamination stations
at the Colorado State Pa-
trol Loma and Trinidad
Ports Of Entry on Thurs-
day, March 14. These two
check stations are the first
to open and operate during
the boating season as full-
time seasonal roadside in-
spection stations after two
years of a successful pilot
program.

Starting March 14
through Oct. 31, any ve-
hicle with a motorized or
trailered watercraft enter-
ing the state on I-70 east
from Utah (Loma Port Of
Entry) or I-25 north from
New Mexico (Trinidad Port
Of Entry) will be required
to stop for an inspection
Thursday-Monday. Wa-
tercraft that are clean,
drained and dry will be
provided a green seal and
white inspection receipt
showing they passed in-
spection. Watercraft found
to have mud, water, plants
or mussels will be decon-
taminated. All trailered
and motorized watercraft
will still be required to go
through an ANS inspec-
tion at their final destina-
tion. Those with a green
seal and white receipt
from Port of Entry check
stations will be expedited.

“Inspecting the highest
risk watercraft at ports of
entry will serve as a first
line of defense and help
ensure Colorado’s lakes

and reservoirs remain
free of highly destructive
aquatic nuisance species,”
said Robert Walters, CPW
Invasive Species Program
Manager. “The last two
years and where we take
this program into the fu-
ture could not have been
done without our partners
at Colorado State Patrol
Port of Entry staff and
the Colorado Department
of Transportation, and
we are looking forward
to partnering with them
again to protect Colorado’s
bodies of water.”

“We are excited to see
this program that helps
to protect Colorado’s rec-
reational and economic
interests  through our
highly visited lakes, reser-
voirs and rivers continue,”
said Yulonda Winterberg,
Deputy Director of the
Colorado State Patrol Port
of Entry. “We appreciate
this opportunity to partner
with Colorado Parks and
Wildlife in such a mean-
ingful way.”

After the passage of
House Bill 21-1226 which
provided authority for
the pilot program, CPW
launched the pilot pro-
gram in 2022 with three
separate roadside water-
craft inspection and decon-
tamination events at the
Loma Port Of Entry, west
of Grand Junction. CPW
staff inspected a total of
95 watercraft at check sta-
tions that were open for
one day each in May, July,
and September. Of those
watercraft, 60 were de-
contaminated and 26 were
confirmed to have adult
mussels.

After a successful first
year, CPW expanded the
program in 2023 to operate
nine watercraft inspection
and decontamination sta-
tions at multiple ports of
entry and welcome centers
across Colorado. ANS staff
inspected 21 watercraft,
two of which were found to
have adult mussels.

“While we did not see the
number of watercraft dur-
ing the 2023 operations,
we still prevented two
boats with mussels from
entering Colorado waters
and gained a better under-
standing of motorized boat
travel into the state,” said
Walters.

Based on the informa-
tion gathered in 2022 and
2023, CPW determined
that the Loma and Trini-
dad Ports Of Entry would
be the highest impact lo-
cations for the next phase
of the program, as they
saw the highest number of
high-risk out-of-state mo-
torized boats.

To help expedite the
inspection process and
minimize impacts to their
travel, CPW encourages
boaters to plan ahead and
ensure their watercraft
are clean, drained, and dry
prior to arrival at the sta-
tion. Watercraft found to
have mud, plants, water or
mussels during inspection
will be subject to decon-
tamination.

In Colorado, inspections
for aquatic nuisance spe-
cies are mandatory on all
motorized boats. Any mo-
torboat and sailboat enter-
ing Colorado waters must
have an ANS Stamp prior
to launching.

The Tumbler online
at Wolf Creek

Courtesy Photos by Scott DW Smith
Wolf Creek Ski Area in Southern Colorado recently debuted its newest chairlift,
the Tumbler. The Tumbler Lift has been running successfully for the past four
weeks. To ensure all systems were working efficiently, Wolf Creek had a soft open-
ing of the lift on Feb. 10.

Kirkland’s Faculty
Lecture is March 14

By ADAMS STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALAMOSA The
Adams State University
Faculty Lecture Series
“What Having Adven-
tures Taught Me About
Life and Education,” by
Wil Rickards, assistant
professor of kinesiology
and health science, be-
gins at 6 p.m. Thursday,
March 14, in McDaniel
Hall 101. The lecture
is free and open to the

public.
At a time when we

know significantly less
about employment’s fu-
ture fabric than our par-
ents did, imagine what
our children are facing.
For them to forge a path
in this climate, we need
to prepare students to
work collectively for the
common good, be resil-
ient, solve problems,
and deal with uncertain-
ty. This will be an anec-
dotal journey through
a lifetime of curiosity,
experimentation, and
employing adventure to

make a significant dif-
ference in my journey;
this includes my role as
a parent and my work
as an educator. Expect
to walk away pondering
how adventure aligns
with the Adams Expe-
rience and with some
tools to make it happen.

For more information
on the Faculty Lecture
Series, contact Jess Ga-
gliardi at 719-587-8921
or jgagliardi@adams.
edu.

March has definitely
come in like a lion

By HIGH VALLEY
COMMUNITY
CENTER

DEL NORTE — The
winds have been crazy
in the Valley, but there’s
been some major fun that
blew in with them.

This week, the High
Valley Community Cen-
ter will be going to the
Gator Farm on Friday!
Come learn all about the
reptiles that live at the
farm and feed a gator or
two with us.

Last week, we learned

all sorts of new things!
The kiddos created raised
salt paintings and then
took off into outer space
to make their own UFOs
(aliens included). Our
teens started learning
about coding and how to
make all the Os and 1s
work together to form
functional code.

To end the week with
a bang, we took everyone
on a field trip to the Ala-
mosa Arcade! The kids
had a ton of fun playing
video games and unwind-

COURIER
OBITUARY POLICY

The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per
day. Pending arrangements or death notices are
free. This charge affects funeral homes, family or
other representatives that place obituaries.
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee.

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the
obit rerun. If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

All

ing after a long week at
school.

We are excited for an-
other great week! Feel
free to stop by and say,
“h1.” We love seeing our
community members!

School- Menu-

_vwe
March-13:—2024—

BREAKFAST
Breakfast Wrap
Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY
Chicken Alfredo
Steamed Broccoli
WG Roll/Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
MIDDLE ScHOOL
Chicken Alfredo
Steamed Broccoli
WG Roll/Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
HIGH SCHOOL
Chicken Alfredo
Steamed Broccoli
WG Roll/Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk
Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District
To sponsor the School
Menu call 589-2553
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Saguache Democratic caucus picks
two for county commlssmner prlmary

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
SAGUACHE COUN-
TY — Delegates at the
Saguache County cau-
cus on March 5 gave
challenger Adam Kin-
ney 30 votes and incum-
bent Tom McCracken 20
votes, enough to place
them both on the June 25
primary ballot.
McCracken of Crestone
told the Valley Courier,
“There was an impres-
sive turnout at the cau-
cus for both candidates.
I appreciate very much
those who took time out
of their day to attend. I
am looking forward to
competing in the primary

election.”
Kinney
Crestone,
“This is how democra-
cy happens, people car-
ing and showing up to
participate. And now we
have two qualified can-
didates on the primary
ballot, which will push
us both to work harder
for the residents of Sa-
guache County. I am be-
yond grateful to my com-
munity for coming out to
support me in this pro-
cess of civic engagement,
and for representing the
future leadership of the
county,” Kinney said.
County Commissioner
Lynne Thompson was

is also from

Courier photo by John Waters
Adam Kinney of Crestone will
be on the June primary ballot
for Saguache County Com-
missioner running against
incumbent Tom McCracken.

unopposed and will be
on the November ballot.
Thompson is also the

Saguache County Demo-
cratic Party Chair.
Thompson said there

Saguache CountyCommlssmner Tom McCracken at a recent Town Hall in Crestone.

were 51 votes with one
unsigned ballot and not
valid, leaving 50 votes

that resulted in the 30
Kinney, 20 McCracken
split.

Film

B Continued from Page 1

hosting an inspiring col-
lection of films, the show
is also an opportunity to
raise funds that support
SLV GO! in ongoing out-
door recreation and con-
servation projects that
improve community well-
ness and environmental
stewardship.

SLV GO! is kicking off
the event on Thursday,
April 11, with a social
hour beginning at 4:30
p.m. at The Pivot Pub-
lic House at 201 Jeffer-
son St. in Monte Vista.
Stop by for appetizers,
drinks, good company,
and a chance to win local
prizes including artwork,
outdoor gear, and out-
door experiences. Doors
open at 6 p.m. at the Vali
3 Theater and showtime
starts at 6:30 p.m. You
can purchase your tick-
ets at the door or online
at eventbrite.com. The
cost for the show 1s $15

per adult and $10 per
student. If you have any
questions, contact SLV
GO!s Community Out-
reach Manager, Dani
Robben at danirobben@
slvgo.com.
Mountainfilm is a doc-
umentary film festival
that showcases stories
about environmental,

cultural, climbing, po-
litical and social justice
issues. Mountainfilm 1is
held every Memorial Day
weekend 1in Telluride.
Along with exceptional
documentaries, the fes-
tival goes beyond the
film medium by bring-
ing together world-class
athletes, change makers

Image credit: Scott Secco
and visionary artists for
a multi-dimensional cel-
ebration of indomitable

spirit. Mountainfilm’s
mission is to use the pow-
er of film, art and ideas
to inspire audiences to
create a better world. To
learn more about Moun-
tainfilm, visit www.
mountainfilm.org.

ASU

B Continued from Page 1

State University Engi-
neering Department Di-
rector Christian Puttlitz,
Ph.D., will also be avail-
able for questions about
the program.

Every participant will
receive a small giveaway.
Large groups are wel-

come, including schools;
to accommodate please
schedule an appointment
by contacting Scott Clay-
ton, CSU Undergraduate
Teaching Labs Engineer,
at 719-587-7858.

Adams State partnered
with Colorado State Uni-
versity to establish the
mechanical engineering
bachelor’s degree. Stu-
dents have the opportu-

nity to earn the CSU de-
gree, delivered entirely
on the Adams State cam-
pus. Adams State pro-
vides all lower-division
coursework for the first
two years of the program
and CSU provides all up-
per-division coursework
with face-to-face instruc-
tion for the last two years
by CSU faculty located in
Alamosa.

The late William A.
Porter, Class of 1951,
was founder and chair-
man of E¥TRADE Group,
Inc. Porter donated $4.6
million worth of stock in
E*TRADE Group, Inc.
in 1998. He received the
Adams State Associated
Alumni’s 1991 Outstand-
ing Achievement Award
and the 2005 Billy Adams
Award.

Roots

B Continued from Page 1

tion, and being drawn in.”

But writing is an
equally important part of
Sisneros’ own story and is
something that, he says,
goes all the way back to
elementary school. “I love
using words that I can ar-
range to have an effect on
the reader.”

The creative desire was
so strong that it led to
Sisneros entering college
as an English major with
a minor in Creative Writ-
ing. Once enrolled, he was
guided by Associate Pro-
fessor of Theater, David
Gerke to become involved
in the Theatre Program.
But it was Dr. George
McConnell, also in the
Theater Department who
encouraged him to con-
sider playwriting, noting
both his talent and love
for writing dialogue and
creating interactions be-
tween characters.

Writing and directing
“Knocking on the Devil’s
Door” marks a major
milestone in Sisneros’
creative journey but this
specific play holds great
personal meaning to him,
as well.

Sisneros, like his main
character, Tony, was
raised in Monte Vista.
And, like Tony, Sisneros

is loyal to his roots.

“Growing up in Monte
Vista definitely exposed
me to things I probably
shouldn’t have been ex-
posed to as young as I
was. But it helped me to
start seeing the world as
it really 1s. Being exposed
to potential dangers and
that whole thing...that’s
part of my connection to
Monte Vista.”

Writing “Knocking on
the Devil’s Door” is a way
of Sisneros’ admitting
his loyalty to that past.
“Monte Vista 1s where
I'm from. No matter what
I do or wish I could do, I
can’t change that. Since I
can’t change that, I might
as well acknowledge that
and embrace it. I think
that’s where the loyalty
comes from.”

Sisneros says he didn’t
directly experience “the
potential dangers and...
that whole thing”. His
family moved to Alamo-
sa when he was in high
school, so he was “away”
by the time he might
have had to make some
difficult choices.

“I was lucky,” he says.
“But I watched it happen
to people I cared about,
people I was close to.”
Like many writers, Sisne-
ros doesn’t define pre-
cisely what “it” or “that
whole thing” is. Instead,
he leaves it up to the per-

son hearing his story to
interpret his meaning.

In talking to him, it’s
clear that writing is more
than a desire. It’s a pas-
sion, a creative outlet
that is necessary for his
survival at a certain lev-
el. “If T didn’t write, I'd
just be lost. I might have
pursued something that
was more...traditional...
but I would be lost. Basi-
cally soulless.”

But more than career
pursuits, Sisneros sees
great value in creativity
for people — young His-
panics — who are expe-
riencing some significant
challenges in their lives.
“Creativity is a healthy
outlet for all the frus-
trations. Whether it’s
a drawing or a poem or
a short skit for Insta-
gram, it’s an escape — a
healthy escape — where
you can dial in and focus
on creating a world or
getting lost in music that
you're making...it’s just

a way to escape from ev-
erything.”
Sisneros goes on to

make an additional point
— not about his work but
the work of others.
“There aren’t a lot of
stories told about the ex-
periences of young His-
panics in the San Luis
Valley, especially from,
I'd say, 16 to 21 years
old. That age where peo-

ple are beginning to be
influenced by the world
around them.”

That lack of stories does
not spring from a lack of
creativity.

“I know a lot of people
who don’t follow their
creative ambitions. They
think they can’t do it be-
cause theyre from the
Valley or theyre from
Monte Vista. So, they
kind of give up on things.

“One of the biggest fac-
tors in me writing this
play is to say hey, even if
you're from Monte Vista
or somewhere else in the
Vally, you can still follow
your creative ambitions. I
mean, look, I was able to
write and direct a play.”

This conversation was
held just hours before the
opening night of “Knock-
ing on the Devil’s Door”.
When asked how he was
feeling, Sisneros’ voice
lightens up for the first
time that he’s been speak-
ing. “I'm so excited,” he
says. “Terrified but ex-
cited.”

And his message to
the audience? “Enjoy the
show.”

“Knocking on the Dev-
iI’'s Door” has performanc-
es from today through
Friday, March 15. Cur-
tain is at 7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets can be purchased at
theatre.adams.edu or by
calling 719-587-8499.

SLVH

B Continued from Page 1

Currently, SLV Health
is renting between ten
and fifteen apartments
throughout Alamosa to
accommodate those visit-
ing professionals who are
working locally and pro-
viding needed health care
services as well as long
term medical students
who are doing their resi-
dency with the hospital.

“This housing will allow
us to keep our workforce
nearby and on campus,
which is so much more
convenient for everyone.
It’s especially helpful
for those people who are
part of a couple but have
only one vehicle. That can
create problems when
a spouse needs to go to
work and the professional
or student needs to come

to campus. Renovating
Pikes Place and hav-
ing people comfortably
housed on campus solves
that problem.”

But, Wehe says, there
was another prime moti-
vation to do this, not just
for how it benefits SLV
Health but also for the
benefit it will provide to
the Alamosa community.

“We have a serious
shortage of affordable
housing in Alamosa,” she
says. “By buying and ren-
ovating this apartment
building, we can free up
those other 10, 12 or 15
apartments we're renting
throughout the town and
make them available to
others who need a place to
live. It’s just a great deal
for everybody involved.

“We're very excited to
get this award,” Wehe
says. “It’s really great
news.”

MARCH 14-15 <8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
MARCH 16-8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Stopin or contact us for a FREE
consultation,

@ ao0-373-5950
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Men’s Lacrosse vs Quincy University at

u> Men & Women’s Track at Dr. Dan Caprioglio

Early Bird Invitational at.Pueblo, Colo.

Baseball at Colorado, Christian University at

Women’s Basketball vs (4) Texas Permian

Men & Women’s Track at Dr. Dan Caprioglio
Early Bird Invitational at Pueblo, Colo.

Wrestling vs NCAA Division Il National
Championship - Day 1 at Park City, Kan.

= Baseball at Colorado Christian University at

Softball at Colorado Mesa University at

Thursday, March 14

Alamosa, Colo.
3:00 p.m.
Friday, March 15

TBA

Lakewood, Colo.
3:00 p.m.

Basin at Denton, Texas
7:30 p.m-. (CT) / 6:30/p.m.
Saturday, March 16

TBA

12:00 p.m.

Lakewood, Colo.
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Grand Junction, Colo.
12:00 - 2:00 p.m.

2205 State Ave. » Alamosa « 719-589-2553
Online - www.alamosanews.com

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
Alamosa Valley Courier
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Who'’'s the
greatest
loser? We are

By DAVID M. SHRIBMAN

One of them looks old; the other looks
older. One of them faced a nomination
challenge from one of his presidential
appointees; the other faces continual
calls to step away from the campaign.
One of them sees a dystopian future;
the other seems stuck in a romantic
past.

Ordinarily, presidential candidates
on the precipice of clinching their
party’s nomination seem to move from
strength to strength. This time, Presi-
dent Joe Biden and former President
Donald Trump seem to be moving from
weakness to weakness.

All of which prompts the following
unusual but unavoidable question:
Which of the two presumptive presi-
dential candidates is weakest?

Like everything else in the 2024
presidential campaign, it’s a close call.

Biden is limping toward the finish
line, beset by questions about why he
hasn’t stepped aside for a new gen-
eration of leadership — the very call
he made in 1972 when, at age 29, he
deftly played the age card in his chal-
lenge to an established incumbent, Re-
publican Sen. Caleb Boggs, who was 20
years younger than Biden is now. “To
Cale [cq] Boggs, an unfair tax was the
1948 poll tax,” read a Biden newspaper
ad. “To Joe Biden, an unfair tax is the
1972 income tax.”

The tagline that no one but White
House loyalists would apply to the
Biden 2024 campaign: “Joe Biden. He
understands what’s happening today.”

Trump may have surged Tuesday
by winning every state but tiny Ver-
mont — which in any case isn’t going
to fall into the Republican column in
November — but the large number of
voters who chose former Gov. Nikki
Haley of South Carolina is a warning
sign that, for all the former president’s
talk about GOP unity, the party is far
from unified.

Trump and Biden are running
against themselves as much as against
each other. It isn’t a question of who
wins the general election so much as it
1s a question of who loses.

It’s speculative and unrealistic, of
course, but it’s a good bet that Trump
would be defeated easily by Barack
Obama and Biden would be defeated
handily by Mitt Romney. This is not a
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To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:
khamrick@alamosanews.com

= Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged.
All letters submitted for publication in the
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed
by the author, and must include a phone
number and address where the author can
bereached.Letters mustnotbelibelous.The
Courierwillnot run letters thatare negative
to specific businesses. We reserve the right
to editforclarity, civilityandaccuracy. Please
limit letters to 500 words or less.

The Courier’s editorial board reserves the
righttorejectaletterforreasons it believes
are appropriate. Letters may be subject to
editing to fit available space, or exclusion
from the Opinion Page. Please, no poetry.
Please send signed letters to PO.Box 1099,
Alamosa, CO81101 oremailthemtonews@
alamosanews. com. Letters to staff, not for
publication,should be marked“personal.’

good situation for either of them, or for
the country.

It’s hard to decide which of the candi-
dates has a bigger problem.

Biden’s is the very record — on the
economy, on immigration, on the Mid-
dle East — that his aides believe is his
biggest asset.

Look no further than the recent re-
sults in Minnesota, which within living
memory propelled three Democratic
political figures into national promi-
nence: Hubert H. Humphrey, Eugene
McCarthy and Walter F. Mondale.

In a state with a vigorous Democratic
tradition — actually the formal name
of the party there is the Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party, an indication of
its liberal orientation — one-fifth of
those who voted in the party primary
chose “uncommitted” over Biden.

The warning signs, which were pres-
ent also in North Carolina (a poten-
tial swing state) and Massachusetts
(a dependable Democratic state, at
least in presidential elections), came
only a week after a similar showing
in Michigan, a vital swing state with
a large Arab American population. In
each place, the qualms with Biden (or
the bitter disappointment) were obvi-
ous and ominous: The defection came
among the young and the progressive,
adding their doubts to those of the
substantial Muslim opposition to the
Biden response to the war in Gaza.

Not that Biden’s troubles stand
alone. Except in the dark red enclaves
of the South, Haley racked up sub-
stantial numbers — not nearly enough
to deny huge troves of delegates to

Trump, but enough to display deep
doubts about him, his temperament
and his prospects in coming legal cas-
es. Indeed, there are credible indica-
tions in exit polls that Republican sup-
port for Trump could leach away if he
1s actually convicted in a criminal case.

But the Biden team shouldn’t breathe
easy or count on the courts.

The rate of 2020 Trump voters who
told the New York Times/Siena poll
they would stick with their man four
years later was nearly unanimous
(97%). Not so for 2020 Biden voters
(83%), with 11in 10 actually saying they
will choose Trump this time around.

Early polls are unreliable, to be sure.
But still, they reliably identify vulner-
abilities, and the survey finding that
the percentage of young voters who
will stick with Biden has dropped by
half is a bugle blast of crisis for the
Democrats. There are similar warning
signs in the suburbs, which propelled
Biden to victory in 2020 and boosted
Democrats in the 2018 and 2022 mid-
term congressional elections.

Four years ago, Biden won the sub-
urbs by 11 percentage points. His mar-
gin now 1is a paltry 2 points, within
the margin of error. And his margin
among Blacks, regarded as the most
reliable of Democratic constituencies,
has dropped by almost half. It was
Black votes in 2020 that helped seal
his nomination.

Perhaps the most dangerous find-
ing for the Biden team came in a Wall
Street Journal poll showing that twice
as many voters thought the Trump
policies during his presidency ben-

efited them than the rate who felt that
Biden’s policies aided them.

Then again, look to that Minnesota
primary on Super Tuesday. Four-fifths
of the Haley voters said they wouldn’t
support Trump in November. That
pretty much puts Minnesota’s 10 elec-
toral votes out of Trump’s reach, no
matter how let down young and Mus-
lim voters feel toward Biden. The same
phenomenon showed up in other states.

Haley may have been vanquished on
Super Tuesday, but she is unbowed.

In her news conference suspend-
ing her campaign, she didn’t endorse
Trump. Note that she suspended her
effort rather than withdrew; that’s a
customary position, but in the 2024
context not insignificant.

It means that she retains her del-
egates, which, though her haul repre-
sents only about a tenth of those won
by her rival, nonetheless positions her
to be the leading alternative candidate
if Trump suffers a health episode or if
a legal conviction puts him in jeopardy.

A stroke or a credible crime accusa-
tion is a slender reed on which to base
presidential hopes. But — here is a
counter argument — those are the very
factors that could endanger Biden,
whose son Hunter is no asset to the
president.

No one will win this presidential
race. Someone will lose it. Already the
public has.

David M. Shribman is the former
executive editor of the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette.

The ‘No Labels’ joke

By BYRON YORK

How do presidential candidacies
start? Most begin with the ambitions
of one person — one governor or sena-
tor or, in Donald Trump’s case, one real
estate mogul and reality TV star who
thinks he should be president of the
United States. Perhaps they even have
a vision for leadership. The ambitious
would-be candidate then sets out to win
the support of his political party, and
the race is on.

That’s the usual way. Right now,
though, we're seeing a strange varia-
tion on the process in which a party — a
would-be party, actually — has decided
it wants to have a candidate in the 2024
presidential election and is holding a
sort of talent search as it looks for the
right man or woman for the job.

The No Labels organization was
founded in 2010 by a group of Demo-
cratic and Republican political op-
eratives. The point of calling itself No
Labels was that it would reject the par-
tisanship of the major political parties.
Instead, it would focus on centrism and

“getting things done,” although it has
never been entirely clear what things
the No Labels people want to get done.

You'd think it would be easy for the
group to find a person to run for presi-
dent. Many polls show majorities of
Americans are unhappy with the pros-
pect of a choice between President Joe
Biden and former President Donald
Trump, so an alternative might be wel-
come. But finding a No Labels candi-
date has actually been hard — really
hard. At various times in this campaign
season, there have been reports that
the No Labels group was very inter-
ested in a variety of potential candi-
dates. There was retiring West Virginia
Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin. There
was former Maryland Republican Gov.
Larry Hogan. There was just-dropped-
out Republican presidential candidate
Nikki Haley. Problem was, all said no
to running under the No Labels label.
Others did, too.

Finding a candidate has been so hard
that one might expect the No Labels
people to just sit 2024 out. But that’s not

what they have decided to do. Last Fri-
day, the group got together in a virtual
meeting and voted to go forward with
a presidential run in 2024. But it still
hasn’t found anybody to run: No Labels
decided to run a presidential campaign
without a presidential candidate.

So now No Labels is also No Candi-
date. There is talk that, with the efforts
to lure bigger names ending in failure,
former Georgia Republican Lt. Gov.
Geoff Duncan is under consideration
as the new No Labels standard-bearer.
But who knows? Maybe he’ll get a bet-
ter offer and turn down No Labels, too.

One interesting aspect of this is that
No Labels offers something that is hard
for a would-be independent candidate to
find. As of now, No Labels has access to
the ballot in 14 states and will perhaps
win access to another 14 in the months
ahead. That is no small feat. By com-
parison, Axios reported recently that
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is on the ballot
in just one state, Utah, but is nearing
qualification for six more states. Get-
ting on ballots is a lot of work. If a can-
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didate were to run on the No Labels
banner, a lot of that work would already
have been done.

Some Democrats are angry at No La-
bels because they believe a No Labels
candidate will hurt Biden more than
Trump. Politico reported today that
MoveOn, the progressive group, has put
together a new ad attacking No Labels
“urging voters not to support the third-
party group.” MoveOn has bought time
on MSNBC’s “Morning Joe,” which is
President Biden’s favorite show, which
it apparently thinks will make the pres-
ident happy.

Why is all this happening? It’s hard to
say. One reason is that the centrist No
Labels appeal does attract some donors,
and there are always political opera-
tives ready to jump on board if there is
donor money to be had. Another is that
the group allows some figures who once
played big roles in our politics a way
to stay in the game; No Labels is run
by former Democratic Sen. Joe Lieber-
man, former NAACP executive director
Ben Chavis and former North Carolina
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory. A third
possibility is that perhaps there are
some people who really believe in the
idea.

In any event, the search for a candi-
date goes on. The problem is, the lack
of interest of high-level political players
in running on a No Labels ticket means
the process has become something of a
joke. Perhaps No Labels officials could
have an “Idol”-style competition to iden-
tify a candidate. Or maybe they could
hold a drawing -- you've got to enter to
win! Or perhaps they could just auction
off the nomination to the highest bid-
der. In the end, though, who is going to
take this seriously?

Byron York is chief political corre-
spondent for The Washington Exam-
iner.

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.
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Kamala Harris woos Latino voters while
attacking Donald Trump at brief Denver stop

By SANDRA FISH
Special to The Colorado
Sun

Vice President Kamala
Harris visited Denver
on Tuesday where she
praised the Biden admin-
istration’s  accomplish-
ments, particularly on be-
half of Latino voters, and
called former President
Donald Trump a threat to
their interests.

The Colorado stop was
part of a nationwide tour
by Harris following last
week’s State of the Union
speech by President Joe
Biden, as the presidential
general election slate is
largely set.

Her appeal to Latinos
comes as some polls indi-
cate that some Latino vot-
ers are souring on Biden
and turning to Trump.

Harris spoke in Den-
ver’s River North Art Dis-
trict of accomplishments
in reducing the costs of
insulin and prescription
drugs for seniors, cancel-
ing student loan debt and
addressing gun violence.

On immigration, she
said, “President Biden
and I are fighting for a
path to citizenship ... and
to make our immigration
more orderly and hu-
mane.”

Then she turned to the
recent failure of an immi-
gration-border  security
compromise that died in
the U.S. Senate because
Republicans wouldn’t
support the deal.

“Donald Trump told
them not to because it is
clear that while we want
to fix a problem, they
want to run on a promise”
of fixing it in the future,
Harris said.

“They got nothing else
to run on,” she said to

CONTRIBUTED

CENTER The
Center Conservation
District has received a
$2,5675 grant from the
Colorado Tree Coalition
(CTC) for the Center
and Rio Grande Conser-
vation Districts’ Prop-
erty Tree Introduction
project.

The purpose of the
Center and Rio Grande
Conservation Districts’
Property Tree Intro-
duction project is to
introduce trees to the
Districts’ property at
the USDA Service Cen-
ter, 48 W County Road

10 N, Center, which
hosts the USDA Service
Center building and

126 acres of irrigated
cropland. This project’s
main desired outcome is
to provide wildlife and
pollinator habitat to en-
courage effective crop
pollination. Additional
benefits of this proj-
ect 1nclude 1mproved
soil health, windbreak,
shade, and beautifica-
tion of the property.

A unique combina-
tion of tree and shrub
species will be planted
and showcased on the
property. The variety
of selected species will
not only provide the for-
merly stated benefits
but also introduce local

cheers.

“It’s on us ... to recog-
nize the threat he poses,”
she said. “In this election,
we each face the ques-
tion, what kind of country
do we truly want to live
in? Do we want to live
in a country of liberty,
freedom and rule of law
or a country of disorder,
fear and hate? Each of us
has the power to answer
these questions in so
many ways, including at
the ballot box.”

Ana Temu  Otting,
owner of Broomfield’s
Corazén Printing, said
she’s excited to support
the Biden-Harris cam-
paign.

“We clearly know this
time around that if we
have Trump elected to
the White House, our de-
mocracy and our founda-
tion will be shaken,” she

said at the event. “I want
to make sure that we are

protecting our future and
our democracy and the
progress that we’ve made
so far.”

Pro-Palestinian pro-
testers chanted outside
the ReelWorks event cen-
ter on Market Street in
RINO, but Harris and her
entourage entered via the
alley behind the venue.

Before her speech and
a private briefing at the
venue, Harris dropped
in at Ratio Beerworks,
a 9-year-old Brewery on
Larimer Street. She met
with the owners, Scott
Kaplan and Jason zumB-
runnen, talking about the
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram loans the company
received during the pan-
demic ($526,000 in two
loans that were forgiven).

The two told her about
how the street shut down
during the pandemic and
hasn’t been reopened,
and how the businesses

Photo by Sandra Fish, Special to The Colorado Sun
Vice President Kamala Harris visited RINO’s Ratio Beer-
works and left with a six-pack Tuesday, March. 12, 2024,
before speaking to a crowd of mostly Latino voters
about the importance of the 2024 presidential election
at an event elsewhere in the neighborhood.

Center Conservation
District receives
grant for tree plantmg

landowners to a diver-
sity of species that can
be grown on their prop-
erties in the San Luis

Valley.
The Center & Rio
Grande Conservation

Districts’ Property Tree
Introduction project will
take place in early May
with assistance from the
Colorado State Forest
Service (CSFS), Nation-
al Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS),
Rio Grande Watershed
Conservation and Edu-
cation Initiative (RGW-
CEI), and students from
local schools who will
learn about the bene-
fits of trees and proper
planting, care, and man-
agement. This project is
one of the many com-
munity forestry projects
that the Center and Rio
Grande Conservation
Districts have and will
continue to host.

The Colorado Tree Co-
alition (CTC) is a non-
profit whose mission is
to preserve, renew and

enhance community
forests statewide. The
CTC awarded $113,463
in grants to 29 organi-
zations in 2023. These
grant projects allowed
recipients to plant and
manage trees in commu-
nity forests across Colo-
rado. Grants are made
possible through the
Colorado State Forest
Service, the Xcel Energy
Foundation, Colorado
Public Radio, and our
CTC members and sup-
porters. Since 1991, the
CTC has awarded grants
to 235 communities and
organizations totaling
more than $1,239,000.
These grants have been
matched with more than
$8 million in community
money and in-kind ser-
vices.

Follow us on Facebook
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formed a nonprofit to
sponsor events.

“I love stopping by
small  businesses be-
cause ... the people who
run and own these busi-
nesses are really commu-
nity leaders,” she told the

media outside the brew-
ery. “Theyre engaging in
working with other non-
profits in a way that up-
lifts this entire area. It’s
really very special.”
Harris left with a six-
pack of Ratio’s King of

Carrot Flowers Saison,
as office workers across
the street looked out the
windows.

“It’s actually an award-
winning beer,” she said.
“And it is actually made
with carrots.”
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SAN LUIS VALLEY REC IS
BRINGING ENERGY-EFFICIENT
HOME UPGRADES TO YOU
THROUGH OUR NEW ON-BILL
REPAYMENT PROGRAM!

Co-op members can make

energy-efficient home upgrades
including heat pumps, windows
and doors or a new heat pump
water heater with no money down,

no credit check and low interest
rates thanks to this program.

READY TO START?
Visit slvrec.com/electrify-and-save
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Falcons fly past Farmers in season opener

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

LA JARA — The Centauri and Sargent high school
baseball teams both opened their seasons on Tuesday
with the Falcons defeating the Farmers 14-4 at the
CHS field.

Sargent drew first blood with a run in the top of the
first inning. Trenton Paskett drew a walk, advanced to
second on a balk and he stole third base. A wild pitch
brought him home.

Centauri tied the score in its half of the first. Dylan
Gallardo received a base on balls and he stole second
and he came all the way home on an error.

The Farmers regained the lead with three runs in
the second. Corbin Castillo drew a walk, Cadyn Wright
was hit by a pitch, and Jace Sierra walked to load the
bases with one out. Kaleb Watson was also hit to drive
home Castillo, Liam Ellithorpe walked to score Wright,
and Kade Temple walked to plate Logan Bieriger who
was courtesy-running for Sierra.

The Falcons answered with six runs in the bottom
of the second. Ryder Norton led off with a single, and
Warren Shelton and Kendrick Martin both walked to
load the bases. Norton came home on a wild pitch and
Leland Chacon also walked.

Cadon Allen reached on an error to score Shelton.
Martin was out attempting to score on another wild
pitch, but Chacon and Allen both scored on balks to
give Centauri a 5-4 lead.

Dylan Gallardo and Entimio Gallegos both walked.
Dylan Gallardo scored on a wild pitch, and Gallegos
came home as Drake Gallardo was safe on an error,
and the Falcons led 7-4.

Centauri scored six more runs in the third. Martin

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick
Sargent High School’s Kade Temple (2) picks off
Centauri’s Caden Allen with Trenton Lovelace
applying the tag. The Falcons defeated the Farmers
14-4.

led off with a walk and he scored on Allen’s double.
Dylan Gallardo also doubled to bring home Allen.
Gallegos singled to put runners at the corners, and
Diego Hernandez doubled home Dylan Gallardo and

Gallegos.

Norton’s double brought Hernandez home and an
error put Norton on second. He stole third and scored
on a wild pitch for a 13-4 advantage.

The Falcons scored once in the fourth. Chacon drew
a walk and Allen singled to again put runners at the
corners. Dylan Gallardo singled home Chacon.

The game ended after five innings on the 10-run rule.

Hernandez started on the mound for the Falcons and
he allowed four runs and no hits and he struck out six,
walked five and hit two batters. Drake Gallardo went
to the mound in the third and he gave up no runs and
two hits and he had three strikeouts and one walk.
Dylan Gallardo finished the game and surrendered no
runs and no hits with three strikeouts and one walk.

Temple started for Sargent and he allowed seven
runs and one hit while striking out two, walking seven
and hitting one batter. Ellithorpe relieved Temple in
the second and he gave up seven runs and seven hits
with five strikeouts and two walks.

The Falcons scattered eight hits and were led by
Dylan Gallardo who went 2-2 with a double and two
RBIs, Norton who went 2-2 with one RBI, and Allen
who went 2-3 with a double and two RBIs

Sargent had two hits with Castillo going 1-1 and
Paskett went 1-2.

Centauri (1-0) will host a doubleheader with Swink
on Friday. The first game begins at 11 a.m.

Sargent (0-1) will travel to Sierra Grande for a
doubleheader on March 22 with the opener beginning

at 11 a.m.
Centauri 14, Sargent 4
Sargent 130 00-4 2 6
Centauri 166 1x-14 8 2
Temple (L), Ellithorpe (2) and Sierra. Hernandez, Dr. Gallardo (W, 3), Dy. Gal-
lardo (5) and Chacon.

Arby’s All-Star Games will take place Friday at

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA - The Arby’s All-Star
games for boys and girls basketball will
take place Friday at Plachy Hall. The
girls game starts at 6 p.m. and the boys
game begins at 8 p.m.
There will also be a 3-point shooting
contest as well as a slam dunk contest.
Admission is $10 with pre-school
children admitted for free.
Here are the teams for this year’s

games.
Boys game
Hot Shots
Samuel Aguilera, Centennial
Parker Gilmore, Alamosa
Riley Heater, Moffat
Chaz Holman, Centauri

Plachy Hall

Kaiden Smit, Sangre de Cristo
Kiler Ullery, Alamosa

Top Shots
Kaleb Anderson, Centauri
Cash Caldon, Sanford
Noble Cole, Moffat
Zack Crowther, Alamosa
C.J. Donaldson, Center
TaJuan Jamestown, Alamosa
Tyler Kester, Sierra Grande
Emmit Larsen, Sanford
Jacob Martinez, Moffat
R.J. Meis, Alamosa
Michael Motz, Alamosa
Martin Navarro, Centennial
Brian Ontiveros, Sierra Grande
Jace Pacheco, Del Norte
William Roden, Creede
Kallon Russell, Centauri (injured)
Devon Vigil, Centennial
Corbyn Wright, Sargent

Brant Jackson, Alamosa

Jasiah Jiron, Antonito

Hayden Lester, Sargent
Orlando Maes, Sierra Grande
Derek Martinez, Sierra Grande
Manuel Miranda, Sierra Grande
Robert Morley, Moffat

Trenton Paskett, Sargent
Ziah Pesqueira, Moffat
Javier Ramos, Center
Lincoln Reynolds, Sanford
Kiko Ruybal, Alamosa
Alex Sittler, Sanford

Girls Game
Hot Shots
Kevyn Aragon, Antonito
Mercedes Caldon, Sanford
Karizma Gallegos, Antonito
Arazeliz Garcia, Center
Kayleigh Garcia, Monte Vista

Yanelli Garcia, Center

Alexia Gonzalez, Sierra Grande
Saige Hostetter, Centauri
Lacey Johnson, Centauri
Azzy Lister, Sargent

Stefanie Lopez, Monte Vista
Kadence McWilliams, Moffat
Luz Elena Parra, Antonito
Jazmin Salcido, Centennial
Jesenia Tafoya Limon, Center
Marie Velasquez, Moffat

Top Shots
Zariah Archuleta, Monte Vista
Bailey Asbell, Sargent
Alycia Espinoza, Monte Vista
Alanna Garcia, Center
Idahlia Garcia, Sangre de Cristo
Zanita Garcia, Antonito
Kayleigh Haynie, Del Norte
Jaelyn Jackson, Centauri
Jalen Laing, Creede
Annika Martinez, Antonito
Kimberly Muro, Center
Ciara Paiz, Center
Alicia Rios, Center
Rhylina Serna, Centennial
Shay Sidel, Moffat
NayLani Velasquez, Sierra Grande

DelLaCerda wins twice at season-opening event

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA - Alamosa
High School’s Sarah
DeLaCerda won two
events at the season-
opening CSU Pueblo Early
Bird Meet Saturday at the
CSUPuebloThunderbowl.

It was a non-scoring
meet.

DeLaCerda won the
800-meter run in 2:22.95
and the 3,200 meters in
11:28.65.

Elizabeth McQuitty also
placedintwo events as she
took third in the 3,200 in
11:46.23 and seventh in
the 800 in 2:28.23.

Also placing in the
distance events was
Madeline Castillo who
placed fourth in the 3,200

Kaidence Boehm who
finished eighth in the
discus at 89-8.

The Alamosa boys
team also had four place
winners. Jesse Maestas

tied for second in the

Courier file photo

Center Branch,

in 12:00.74.
Also placing for the
Lady Mean Moose was

Alamosa High School’s Sarah DeLaCerda competes
in the 1,600-meter run at last year’s Class 3A State
Meet. DeLaCerda won the 800- and 3,200-meter runs

at last Saturday’s CSU Pueblo Early Biurd Meet.

Sports
Bulletin

Follow sports editor
Ken Hamrick on X.
His handleis
@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY
Prep baseball
Centauri 14, Sargent
4,5inn.
Prep girls soccer
Alamosa at Ignacio -
no report
College men’s
lacrosse
William Jewell (Mo.)
17, Adams State 7

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY
Prep baseball

Center vs. Las Ani-
mas (at Runyon Sports
Complex), 4 p.m.

Prep girls soccer

Alamosa at Salida,
4 p.m.

THURSDAY
College men’s
lacrosse

Quincy (lll.)at Adams
State, 3 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep boys
basketball
Arby’s All-Star Game
(at Plachy Hall), 8 p.m.
Prep girls basketball
Arby’s All-Star Game
(at Plachy Hall), 6 p.m.
Prep baseball
Alamosa vs. North
Fork (Delta Invitation-
al), 11 a.m.
SwinkatCentauri(2),
11 a.m.
Alamosa vs. Gunni-

son (DeltaInvitational),
4 p.m.

Monte VistaatRocky
Ford/Fowler Invita-
tional (at Fowler), TBA
Prep track and field

Antonito, Centauri,
Center, Sargent, Sierra
Grande at Bayfield In-
vitational, 9 a.m.

College women'’s

basketball

Adams State vs.

0

. . GENESSA SORENSEN
Texas-Permian Basin Relationship Manager
719.587.4205

(NCAADivisionllSouth
CentralRegionTourna-
mentatDenton, Texas),
6:30 p.m.
College baseball
Adams Stateat Colo-
rado Christian, 3 p.m.
College outdoor
track and field
Adams State at Dr.
Dan Caprioglio Invita-
tional (at Pueblo), TBA

genessa.sorensen@fswb.com

COMMUNI OUR

oscarmartinez@fswh.com

Ist Soutthst Bank

run in 10:01.51.

This week, Alamosa

pole vault at 12-4, Brant
Jackson tied for third
in the high jump at 6-2,
Ethan Arnoldi tied for fifth
in the pole vault at 11-4,

will return to Pueblo
for the Larry Pickering
Invitational. The meet
will take place Saturday
at Dutch Clark Stadium.

and Mario Villaba was
fifth in the 3,200-meter

Celebrating National Ag Month
and our agricultural community.

. P.lease joirf”'us fora free lunch and giveaways,
Tuesday, March 19th, 11:30 AM -1:00 PM at our
2060 East Highway 112.

Contact a member of
our ag lending team today!

d 9 Q

OSCAR MARTINEZ ALICIA PALMER DENISE MARTINEZ
Loan Associate Loan Associate Portfolio Manager
719.587.4231 719.587.4214 719.2451781

alicia palmer@fswh.com denise.martinez@fswb.com

ALAMOSA | CENTER
CORTEZ | DURANGO
PAGOSA SPRINGS | SAGUACHE

fswb.bank

g2 | infor om
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Celebrati
25 years

Aribbon cutting was
conducted by the Ala-
mosa County Chamber

of Commerce on Tuesday
celebrating the 25th anni-
versary of SLV Transporta-
tion/Red Willow. Company
management and staff
were joined by chamber
members and staff, as well
as Mayor Ty Coleman.

Courtesy photo

St. Patrick’s Day party pointers

(METRO) — St. Pat-
rick’s Day is a beloved
holiday, and that popu-
larity is reflected in cel-
ebrations that take place
across the globe. Accord-
ing to World Population
Review, more than 200
countries celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day.

Russia, Singapore and
Japan are among the
nations that celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day each
March, proving that
proximity to Ireland is
not a prerequisite for
partying on March 17.
With that in mind, any-
one in the mood to cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day
need not hesitate to plan
a party this March. The
following St. Patrick’s
Day party pointers can
make the festivities even
more fun this year.

* Go green. It goes with-
out saying that green is
the color of St. Patrick’s
Day. St. Patrick is the
primary patron saint of
Ireland, a country known
for its rolling green hills.
Hosts can decorate party
spaces in green, hang-
ing green streamers and
green balloons. Encour-
age guests to wear green
and keep the theme go-
ing with the menu, serv-
ing green baked goods
and beverages.

* Curate a St. Patrick’s
Day playlist. In addition
to its rolling green hills,
Ireland is known for mu-
sic. It’s hard to find a pub
anywhere on the Emer-
ald Isle without a local
musician playing tradi-
tional Irish music for a
captivated crowd. Hosts
can keep that in mind
when curating their St.
Patrick’s Day playlist,
which can include music
from artists and bands
such as Finbar Furey,
The  Dubliners, The
Clancy Brothers, The
Chieftains, The Pogues,
The High Kings, The
Dropkick Murphys, Flog-
ging Molly, and more.

Serve traditional
Irish fare. It might take
some advanced planning
and effort to provide a
menu one might find
in Ireland. Blood pud-
ding is served in many
pubs across the Emer-
ald Isle, but it might be
hard, though not nec-
essarily 1impossible, to
find outside the country.
Some large chain grocery
stores might carry blood
pudding in March, and it
might be possible to find
it in specialty grocery
stores around this time
of year. Irish soda bread,
bacon and cabbage, Irish
stew, and boxty are some
additional dishes to give

Valley Cotwrier

2205 State Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101 « Ph: 719-589-2553

Follow us on Facebook
& Instagram

Alamosa Valley Courier
On Line

www.alamosanews.com

a menu some traditional
Irish flavor.

Cut an Irish rug.
Irish dancing is another
of Ireland’s many ex-
ports, as dancers across
the globe have embraced
traditional Irish dance.
Hosts can learn a dance
or two and teach guests a
few simple steps during
the party. Keep it light
and fun and allow even
non-dancers to tap their
toes.

These are just a few of the
ways hosts can make their
St. Patrick’s Day parties
more fun this March.

Courtesy of METRO

SAN LUIS VALLEY
SEED EXCHANGE

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT
EDUCATION - SEED SWAP - FOOD

FAMILY FRIENDLY « $2 OFF SOAKING - DOOR PRIZES - VENDORS
AT JOYFUL JOURNEY HOT SPRINGS SPA

SAT. MARCH 30 10Am S
SUN. MARCH 315" ~ 10am = 2pm

TRUE OR FALSE?
ONLY ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF THE
WORLD'S COUNTRIES PRACTICE
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME.

ANAL HIAMSNY

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

THIS DAY IN...

HISTORY

* 1620: MAINE IS ADMIT-
TED AS THE TWENTY-
THIRD U.S. STATE.

*1917: TSARNICHOLAS
Il OF RUSSIA ABDICATES
THE RUSSIAN THRONE,
ENDING THE 304-YEAR
ROMANOV DYNASTY.

*2019: AROUND 1.4
MILLION YOUNG FPEOFLE
IN 123 COUNTRIES GO ON

Double Word Puzzle STRIKE TO PROTEST
CLIMATE CHANGE.
Unscramble the words to reveal the sentence.
cotko [T 111
MTEI
-
UHORS
10 11 12 2 1 or
DHGTALIY
8 5 3 4 6
ADJUST
P N N /
7 2 3 7 5 6 7 5 8 o9 7 toalteror

10 11 12 2

uUnoy auo pvayv 3urids .

W31AD ‘SANOL] ‘DUl Y20]) :SIINSUY

move something

e

ENGLISH: Time
SPANISH: Tiempo
ITALIAN: Tempo
FRENCH: Temps

GERMAN: Zeit

IS OBSERVED, PEOFLE
MOVE THE CLOCK AT
2 AM.LOCAL TIME.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

SQ/‘&
// 6’! N

>

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

WAY4d ¥V NO FSIANNS “AIMSNY

E'l

Ou

. _,-"""' —~f] '\,5

LENOER

3 Youth Are Our Future!

CELEBRATING 116 YEARS!  mic

www.alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA

2225 Main Street
__ AK Alamosa

Ph. 589-2564
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Public Notices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 956-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 20, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Samuel G. Burris
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Gen-
eration Mortgage Company
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
LLACG Community Investment Fund
Date of Deed of Trust
April 14, 2011
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
April 25, 2011
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
345355
Original Principal Amount
$210,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$208,038.94
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows: For rea-
sons including, but not limited to, the failure to pay monthly payments
of principal and interest together with all other payments provided for
in the Deed of Trust and Note.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE STATE OF
COLORADO, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, AND IS DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
A TRACT OF LAND CONTAINING 3 ACRES DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:
BEGINNING AT THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF THE WEST-
ERLY R.O.W. LINE FOR S. H. NO. 285 AND THE SOUTH LINE OF
THE N.W. 1/4 SEC. 5, T. 36N., R. 10E., OF N.M.P.M, FROM WHICH
POINT THE N.W. CORNER OF SAID SEC. 5 BEARS N. 3 DEG.
31'37” W. A DISTANCE OF 2657.11 FT. THENCE S. 89 DEG.42°45”
W. ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF THE N W. 1/4 SAID SEC. 5 AND
N.E. 1/4 SEC. 6, A DISTANCE OF 325.00 FT. THENCE N. 22 DEG.
45" E., PARALLEL TO THE WESTERLY R.O.W. LINE FOR S.H. NO.
285, A DISTANCE OF 436.93 FT. THENCE N 89 DEG. 42'45” E.,
PARALLEL TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE N.W. 1/4 SAID SEC. 5, A
DISTANCE OF 325.00 FT. TO APOINT ON THE WESTERLY R.O.W.
LINE FOR S.H.NO. 285. THENCE S. 22 DEG. 45" W., ALONG SAID
WESTERLY R.O.W. LINE FOR S.H.NO. 285, A DISTANCE OF
436.93 FT. TO A POINT OF INTERSECTION WITH THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID N.W. 1/4 SEC. 5, WHICH IS THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, ALL IN ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 12483 US Highway 285 S, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at public auction,
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/17/2024, at County Office Building,
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/21/2024
Last Publication  3/20/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/20/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the
indebtedness is:
Jeremiah B Hayes #34002
Taherzadeh, PLLC 15851 N Dallas Parkway, Suite 410, Addison, TX
75001 (469) 729-6800
Attorney File # Burris 190-00165
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3797.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 21, 28, March 6, 13, &
20, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S
DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To

Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;

1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box
129, Capulin, CO 81129-0129.

THE W1/2 NE1/4 NW1/4 AND THE S1/2 NW1/4 OF SECTION 12,
TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF
CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO, LESS AND EXCEPT A TRACT
OF LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE
SE CORNER OF THE SE1/4 NW1/4 OF SECTON 12, TOWNSHIP
35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS,
STATE OF COLORADO, AND RUNNING THENCE NORTH ON
THE QUARTER SECTION LINE 77 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 83°25°
WEST 670.9 FEET TO THE SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE OF THE
SAID SE1/4 NW1/4 OF SAID SECTION 12; THENCE RUNNING
EAST ON THE SOUTH BOUNDARY LINE 666.5 FEET TO THE
PLACE OF BEGINNING.

A TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING
AT THE NW CORNER OF THE SAID NE1/4 SW1/4 OF SECTION
12, TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, N.M.P.M. COUNTY
OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO, AND RUNNING THENCE
SOUTH ON THE WEST BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID NE1/2 SW1/4
OF SAID SECTION 12, 77 FEET; THENCE NORTH 83°25" EAST
670.9 FEET TO THE NORTH BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID NE1/4
SW1/4 OF SECTION 12; THENCE RUNNING WEST ON THE
NORTH BOUNDARY LINE 666.5 FEET TO THE PLACE BEGIN-
NING.

571712300034

You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos,
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against
said real estate for the year 2019.

That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s)
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.

That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho
Holdings LLC. And as present holder of the certificate they have
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said
real estate.

That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 26th day of June A.D. 2024,
unless the same has been redeemed.

Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.

Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther

Conejos County Treasurer

No. 3807.

Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S
DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To

Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;

1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box
129, Capulin, CO 81129-0129.

SE1/4 OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 35 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST,
N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO.
571907400016

You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos,
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against
said real estate for the year 2019.

That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s)
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.

That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho
Holdings LLC. And as present holder of the certificate they have
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said
real estate.

That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 26th day of June A.D. 2024,
unless the same has been redeemed.

Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.

Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther

Conejos County Treasurer

No. 3808.

Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, & 13, 2024.

Public Notice
Request for Bids for replacement of interior and closet doors.
The Center Housing Authority is requesting bids for replacement of in-
terior and closet doors for 2 & 3 bedroom units, for a total of 20 units.
Contractors interested may contact Geraldine Martinez at 138 S.
Worth Street, Center, CO or you can call at (719) 754-2537 for more
information. Deadline for submission of bid will be 03/22/24.
No. 3832.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 8, 9, 12, 13, & 15, 2024.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S
DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To

Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;

1. /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, whose last known address was P.O. Box
129, Capulin, CO 81129-0129.

N1/2 S1/2 NW1/4 OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE
7 EAST, N.M.P.M., COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORA-
DO, LESS THE 30 FEET AS DESCRIBED IN BOOK 345 AT PAGE
992.

556324200037

You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2020, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos,
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against
said real estate for the year 2019.

That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s)
of /AK Lonepine Ranch LLC, for the said year 2019.

That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Jericho Holdings
LLC; whose address is 6000 Liebig Ave, Bronx, NY 10471, and the
Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Jericho
Holdings LLC. And as present holder of the certificate they have
made a request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said
real estate.

That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to said
Jericho Holdings LLC at 3:00 P.M. on the 26th day of June A.D. 2024,
unless the same has been redeemed.

Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.

Witness my hand and seal this 28th day of February A.D. 2024.
Mack M. Crowther

Conejos County Treasurer

No. 3809.

Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, & 13, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 957-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 27, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Betty J. Croft
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Uni-
versal Lending Corporation
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
LLACG Community Investment Fund
Date of Deed of Trust
November 22, 2011
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
November 29, 2011
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
347407
Original Principal Amount
$262,500.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$254,043.35
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows: For rea-
sons including, but not limited to, the failure to pay monthly payments
of principal and interest together with all other payments provided for
in the Deed of Trust and Note.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
TRACT 4, NEWTON SUBDIVISION-EXEMPTION, THE PLAT OF
WHICH WAS FILED JANUARY 08, 1979 UNDER RECEPTION NO.
201105, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE OF COLORADO
Also known by street and number as: 202 Northwood Lane, Alamosa,
CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at public auction,
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/24/2024, at County Office Building,
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/28/2024
Last Publication 3/27/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/27/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the
indebtedness is:
Jeremiah B Hayes #34002
Taherzadeh, PLLC 15851 N Dallas Parkway, Suite 410, Addison, TX
75001 (469) 729-6800
Attorney File # Croft 190-00166
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3813.
Published in the Valley Courier on February 28, March 6, 13, 20, &
27, 2024.

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS
The East Alamosa Water and Sanitation District is accepting bids for
a lease on an 80-acre parcel of farm ground located on Road 12
South, Alamosa, CO, along with 2 shares of Commonwealth Water.
Bids should include the annual payment in addition to the payment
of water assessments. . Bids can be mailed to P.O. Box 1092, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101, or hand delivered to 10 Costilla Blvd. Alamosa; CO.
Bids will be reviewed by the end of March. The district reserves the
right to reject any and all bids.
No. 3839.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 13, 15, 16, & 19, 2024.

173 -PROFESSIONAL 221-
HELP WANTED

HOSPICE DEL VAL-
LE is currently seek-
ing a REGISTERED
NURSE PRN or part
time with a possibil-
ity of full time. We are
a great team looking for
someone special to fill
this position. Competi-
tive wages and among
other benefits. Please
call or stop by Hospice
del Valle for further
information. 514 Main

Do
You
Fee| the

SERVICES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of
plumbing & plumbing
repairs. Quick service!
Call anytime, weekends
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593.
(3/15/24-monthlyAS)

Need to
Reaq?

Satisty your
curiosity by reading
the newspaper
every day. You'll
find something
interesting in the

221-

HELP WANTED

WE GOTTHE FELp nformation. 4 Maio
FOR WITH THE HELP Colo 81101 or 719-589-

9019. (4/17/24)

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS ALAMOSA
now hiring Room At-
tendants, Laundry At-
tendant, Front Desk and
Night houseman. Apply
in person. (3/22/24)

SARGENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT Board of
Education is seeking
applications for the fol-
lowing positions for
the 2024-2025 school
year. ELEMENTARY
READING INTER-
VENTIONIST: Full-
time position, startin

salary Step 0 $35,345.00,
placement on the sal-
ary schedule will be
based on years of ex-

OF THE VALLEY
COURIER. Smokin
Spuds. (AS)

MONTE VISTA
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is accepting applica-
tions for a HS HEAD
BOYS’ BASKETBALL
COACH. The salary
for this position will
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Extra Duty
Salary Schedule, which
can be viewed on the
district website — Em-
ployment Opportunities
page. Placement on the
salary schedule will be
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire.
Applications may be
submitted through our
online emﬁloyment ap-

plication https:/www. perience up to 10 years. n ewspa per.
plratles.montte.k12.cto.u$/ Benefit package includ-

employmentopportuni-

ties, by March 28,2024 g employee health,

dental, vision, optional
$1,200 a year toward an
HSA, and life insurance
coverage. 4-day week,
professional learning
opportunities, free ad-
mission to all home
athletic events, mentor
program for new teach-
ers, staff wellness room,
discount rates to Monte
Vista Athletic Club,
Sand Dunes Swimming
Pool, and Monte Vista
Golf Course. Elemen-
tary Teaching License
and Reading Specialist
K-12 required; please
complete the certified
application and submit
with unofficial tran-
scripts, three letters of
recommendation and re-
sume. More information
concerning job require-
ments, qualifications,
and application process
can be found at www.
sargent.k12.co.us. EOE.

or until the position is
filled. For questions,
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at
719-852-5996. (4/3/24)

THE SLV LANDFILL
is accepting applica-
tions for a Full-Time
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT/SCALE
OPERATOR. Working
in front office by waiting
on customers, weighing
loads, processing credit
card transactions. Fill in
for the Office Manager
as needed. Must work in
all types of weather and
be able to work a fluc-
tuating schedule alter-
ing Saturday’s. Position
open until filled. $16.00
per hour, 40 hours
week. Applications can
be mailed to officeman-
ager@slvlandfill.com
or returned at the of-
fice. Download the ap-
plication at slvlandfill.

In fact, the paper
is such a reliable
source for the
information you
want, it can even
be used by
students as a
homework
and school
research tool.

com. (4/3/24) (3/30/24)
HOSPICE DEL VAL- g ARLY CHILD-
1s currently seeking AT

an ADMINISTRATIVE HOOD TEACHER e
ASSISTANT. A part 55585 O Load

time to full time position T hSC 00 }{??.r' ca

available. Knowledge in ~1¢3¢her quall lcation

payroll and QuickBooks preferred. Assistant

Director qualified is a
bonus. Please pick up
an application at TRIN-
ITY LUTHERAN
SCHOOL, 52 El Rio
Drive, ALAMOSA, CO.
(3/127/24)

preferred but not neces-
sary. Please call or stop
by Hospice del Valle
for further information:
514 Main Street, ALA-
MOSA, Colo 81101 or
719-589-9019. (4/17/24)

Subscribe Today!
/19-589-2553.

BE T

112 IRISEHIEED

a 48-week subscription
even if you already
subscribe!

{Ciry el Alamioda anky)

. Credit Card Number

$135.00
_ | iy ($17) Discount -
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SARGENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT Board of
Education is seeking
applications for the fol-
lowing positions for the
2024-2025 school year.
SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS: Sal-
ary/Benefits: $90,000
to $110,000/Full fam-
ily medical insurance
coverage Negotiable.
The Superintendent of
Schools shall be re-
sponsible for the gen-
eral management of the
schools of the district
under the requirements
of the state and the poli-
cies of the Board. The
superintendent is re-
sponsible for guiding
the development of the
educational objectives
and programs of the
school district to fulfill
the educational needs of
all students. The super-
intendent shall provide
overall direction to the
activities of the school
district and its personnel
toward the accomplish-
ment of district goals,
administer the policies
of the Board, conserve
the school district’s as-
sets and resources, and
maintain and enhance
the school district’s
standing in all its inter-
nal and external rela-
tionships. The manage-
ment responsibilities of
the superintendent shall
extend to all activities of
the district, to all phases
of the educational pro-
gram and to all parts
of the physical plant.
Applicants must hold a
current Colorado Pro-
fessional Administrator
License or Master of
Arts degree in School
Administration. More
information concerning
job requirements, quali-
fications, and application
process can be found at
www.sargent.k12.co.us.
EOE. (3/30/24)

MAINTENANCE
ASSOCIATE (FT).
Skilled multipurpose
person needed to sup-
port on-going repairs/
maintenance of facili-
ties, appliances, vehi-
cles etc. Skills need-
ed: (moderate) plumb-
ing/electric, carpentry,
general construction,
auto maintenance/re-
pairs, appliances. Sal-
ary: $40-42K DOE /
full benefit package.
Requirements: initia-
tive, good people skills,
references. Training and
support provided. Join
our staff of dedicated
professionals and learn
the joys and satisfaction
of serving others. Send
cover letter, resume/re-
quest job description
to Emily: hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909,
ext238. www.lapuente.
net (3/29/24)

GUNBARREL STA-
TION IS hiring a full-
time store ASSISTANT
MANAGER. Starting
pay is $16/hour. Must be
18 with high school di-
ploma. Must be willing
to work some weekends.
Call 719-754-3543 or
stop in for an applica-
tion. (3/27/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS
SCHOOL DISTRICT
is seeking a SECOND-
ARY SOCIAL STUD-
IES TEACHER for the
2024-25 school year.
Applicants must possess
a Colorado Teaching
License or be eligible
to apply for one. Salary
schedules are available
on the district website.
Please submit a district
application, resume,
cover letter, and tran-
scripts at https:/www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply. (3/15/24)

SLVFEDERAL BANK
is now accepting appli-
cations for MORTGAGE
LOAN PROCESSOR
in our ALAMOSA OF-
FICE. Applications and
position descriptions
are available at www.
slvfed.bank or at each
branch location. Equal
opportunity Employer,
including considering
individuals with Dis-
abilities and Veterans/
Affirmative Action Em-
ployer. (3/26/24)

MONTE VISTA
SCHOOL DISITRICT
is acceptin, ications
for a %I'IPIENANCE
TECHNICIAN This is
a full-time position with
benefits. A complete list
of desired qualifications
and experience can be
viewed on the district
website. Monte Vista
School District offers a
competitive salary and
an excellent benefit pack-
age including employee
health, dental, vision,
HSA match, and life
coverage. The salary for
this position will be paid
from the current MVSD
Maintenance Technician
Salary Schedule, which
can be viewed on the
district website — Em-
ployment Opportunities
page. Placement on the
salary schedule will be
determined by expe-
rience at time of hire.
Applications may be
submitted through our
online emﬁloyment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopgortum—
ties, by March 21, 2024
or unfil the position is
filled. (3/26/24)

MACKEY CON-
STRUCTION CO.,
LLC is looking for a
WELDER / FABRICA-
TOR with MIG experi-
ence and some field stick
welding. Salary will be
based on skill and expe-
rience. Please call 719-
852-3222. (4/3/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT 26]Jt is pay-
ing years of service and
single health insurance
benefits. Apply now to
become part of our dy-
namic district as wei are
now accepting applica-
tions for % gosig())n of
ELEMENTARY SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION
TEACHER, for the
remaining 2024-2025
School Year. Qualifica-
tions; Special Education
Certification as required
by the State of Colorado
or such alternative to the
above qualifications as
the Board of Education
may find ap roprlate
and acceptable . Ap-
plications can be found
on the District Website
https:/www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact
the District Office at
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: lgntil
Position is Filled. EOE.
(4/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and
single health insurance
benefits. Apply now to
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are
now accepting applica-
tions for the positions
of ELEMENTARY
3RD GRADE & 5TH
GRADE TEACHER, for
the 2024-2025 School
Year. Qualifications;
Must hold a valid State
of Colorado Teacher’s
License or, such alter-
native as the Board of
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can
be found on the District
Website https:/www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment-oppor-
tunities or contact the
District Office at (719)
754-3442. Application
Deadline: Until Position
is Filled. EOE. (4/5/24)

If you keep finding out about
local events after they
happen, it’s time to subscribe
to the Valley Courier.

subscrihe today and stay
connectetd to your world.

EAPPLIANCE REPAIR]
- - :J}flfjru DI ogoncy
All Major Brands of Kitchen
& Laundry Appliances :
« Trained and Certified Local Medicare Hel P
Technicians 719-350-6941
/_\‘ |_ T I T U D E 2415 Mulling Avene
Alamasa, CO 81101
APPLIANCES

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main - Alamosa
(719) 206 -

2844

Dlan Brown

Dhrownl@farmersagent.com
Katrina dbrownl@farmersagency. com

Katrina Brawn

*NMedicare Advantage *Supplements *Part D Prescription Plans

719.589.6005

« Ciwil Litigation
« fredl Estate « Water Law
« Business Lav
Wills&Probate — STEVE ATENCIO
+ Unbuniled Legal Servites stevematendolaw.net
|call fot more infeemation)  www.atendolaw. net

DLY SERVING CLIENTS
THROUGHOUT THE SAN LUJS VALLEY
ITia::xidermy l

Askabout our 6 month quarantee!

Taxieriy est. 1995
719-480-9300

EESTAURANT ]

i fluisss 2 ._f.u" R, mw

i_’fsrm.f'&*y <t iait W%’

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
Outdoor Seating Available
111 Spruce Street . La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Yowar el S0
Architacture Fiem tar
Reussirkartial,
ammerzial,
Ineduestrizl zaned
Agrcuilural Projecls

Lian Spancer, A4
T

ERTTERERS
719-696-5783

Steve Copley
Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

E(ZNSTRUCTION ]

e
Cerro Colorade Construction LLC
Cominercial and Residential

[ e S T e Ee | Bt B e BN Eo1 B H RS s

Estate

greg@porterréafty.com
(719) 580-5395

Excellent Service

EOCKSMITH

Locked Out? Lost Your keys?
Just Need a spare?

We’ve Got You Covered!
*Smart Keys *Transponders *Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley
And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock
(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

PORTER REALTY n

IS Mo Srecs, Aldargnez OO0

719-589-5899
v rneter Realty.cnm

Expert Advice

TIH-KrR-T.OCK {TI19-675-5025)

jei@prterréal(y.cé)ml
(719) 580-2636

Exceptional Results

IA;:dvertising l

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only *99 per month*

*3 month commitment

ES'EORAGE ]

4> ALAMOSA
“ STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

82 CONEJOS
ALAMOSA

719-587-2144

WE'RE HERE
TO EARN
YOURTRUST
ONE DELIVERY
AT ATIME!

19275 US Hwy 285 . La Jara
804-4GASGUY
email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

W L.IT'n'l'l";"|L

HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
SERVICES
Carpentry
Painting
Plumbing
Elwctrical
and More

No Job Too Small

20 Vears
Experisnce

Gary Gonzales
575 240 403

HEATING & GAS
RMHG

[ Rocky Mountain Heating & Gas Service

Heaters Flreplaces

Wood G/Pellet'StovesiSales

Stason|Gomez:  719-628-9310
RMHGENT.@gmailicom

I%rth Moving .

Earthworks of Southern Colorado
Tooy Geringer  719-480-1756
~Trewching Dl Wik
DT Chearing ~emilizin
SilEChanny & ey S Bennamal
Befiveay Topztawion & hradien
*Lambsciginyg
Iz Fars
*Riraane Becak Festnnaoon
= Irriggiion Relring & Fabric ine
~Trachr Hikig
[F00D TRUCK

.o--ﬂ-‘_-“"q‘-‘*"’-‘- W
EUAVECTTg) e
Fac

Mu@m@ffh,tt]l{ez(faasars;

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only *99 per month*

*3 month commitment

 ILICCO

Sanchez Plastering
& Masonry

Synthetic
T?adltlunal Fully Insured
Patches & Bonded
Interior Fully Licensed
E‘!e rior Work Guaranteed

aint

(719) 486-6781

Jim’s Tire
Store
111112 State Ave. + Alamosa
719-589-9690

S| NEW + USED + RECAPPED B
Great Service! 5

Derek Marquez
Master Plumber, Flumbing Contractor
(719) 588-0682
dereksplumbing@outlook.com
1110 Alamosa Ave. - Alamosa, C0

We Buy Cars
FREE Estimates

We Welcome Insurance Claims

8425 Rd. 8 South - Alamosa
589-9205

Icaonstruction l
ZTECG

Construction

5”& 6” SEAMLESS
RAIN GUTTERS

Free Estimates

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 - La Jara, C0 81140

GethYour Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553
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ALAMOSA SCHOOL
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for
the following position:
PAYROLL/HUMAN
RESOURCES CLERK.
Applications are avail-
able online at https:/
www.alamosaschools.
org/ For more infor-
mation, contact Tracy
Vigil at 719-587-1600
or tvigil@alamosas-
chools.org. Application
deadline is until filled.
EOE. (3/13/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT 261t is pay-
ing years of service and
single health insurance
benefits. Apply now to
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are
now accepting applica-
tions for the positions
of HIGH SCHOOL
SOCIAL STUDIES
TEACHER, for the
2024-2025 School
Year. Qualifications;
Must hold a valid State
of Colorado Teacher’s
License or, such alter-
native as the Board of
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can
be found on the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact
the District Office at
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until
Position is Filled. EOE.
(4/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT 26JT is
looking for a MIDDLE
SCHOOL HEAD
TRACK COACH for
the 2024 season. Quali-
fications: Must be over
18, have a high school
diploma/GED and be
able to pass a back-
ground check, or, such
alternative qualifica-
tions as the Board may
find appropriate and
acceptable. Non- Cer-
tified Applications can
be found on the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunites or contact
the District Office at
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until
Position is Filled. EOE.
(4/5/24)

VEGI GAR-
DEN MANAG -
ER. VEGI, VALLEY
EDUCATIONAL
GARDENS INITIA-
TIVE is seeking moti-
vated garden enthusi-
ast to manage the pro-
gram’s garden opera-
tions, garden / nutrition
education efforts, staff
and volunteers, and
special events. We're
looking for someone
with knowledge and
enthusiasm about gar-
dening, experience
working with children,
and strong communica-
tion and organizational
skills. This person will
have opportunities to
work with their hands
both in the dirt and in an
office space. Initiative
essential; training and
support provided. Join
our staff of dedicated
professionals and learn
the joys and satisfaction
of serving others. Sal-
ary $38k-44k DOE, full
benefit package. Send
cover letter, resume/
request job description
to Emily: hr@lapuente.
net, 719 589-5909, ext
238. www.lapuente.net
(4/3/24)

1ST SOUTHWEST
BANK,alocally owned
CDFI community bank,
is seeking a RELA-
TIONSHIP MANAG-
ER with 3+ years of
commercial loan ex-
perience. FSWB offers
competitive compen-
sation, generous ben-
efits, & career devel-
opment. Join FSWB’s
award-winning team
dedicated to support-
ing rural Colorado’s
agricultural, nonprofit
and small businesses.
For details and to apply,
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (3/20/24)

FULL-TIME MAIN-
TENANCE POSI-
TION in ALAMOSA.
SAN LUIS VALLEY
FARM WORKER
HOUSING CORPO-
RATION is seeking
a qualified Full-Time
Maintenance Position
in Alamosa. Minimum
of 3 years’ experience.
Must be knowledgeable
in heating, small appli-
ance repair, plumbing,
and minor electrical
work, landscaping,
painting and cleaning
apartments to make
ready. Willing to be
on call after normal
working hours. Must
have a valid driver’s
license. Must be able to
pass background inves-
tigation and a drug test.
Wage is determined
upon experience. Job
will close on March 15,
2023. Mail resume to
980 S. Broadway, Cen-
ter, Co. 81125. Equal
Housing Opportunity
Employment. (3/15/24)

CITY OF MONTE
VISTA is accepting
applications for the po-
sition of UTILITIES
MAINTENANCE
WORKER II. Utilities
Maintenance Worker
II is a skilled position
with a minimum re-
quirement of a Small
Systems Wastewa-
ter Certification and
preferably a Class D
Wastewater Treatment
Certification. A HS Di-
ploma, and one year
of experience working
within a treatment fa-
cility is required. The
hiring range for this
osition is $21.00 to
524.00 per hour DOE.
Candidates will need
a valid driver’s license
and be able to pass a
pre-employment back-
ground check and drug
test. Please visit: https:/
cityofmontevista.colo-
rado.gov/government/
departments/human-re-
sources for a complete
position description and
application. (3/19/24)

BOE OF CENTER
SCHOOLS is now ac-
cepting applications
for an ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR to SU-
PERINTENDENT.
Qualifications: Ad-
vanced Degree, Ad-
ministrative License, or
such alternative to the
above qualifications as
the Board of Education
may find appropriate
and acceptable. This
position will assist the
Superintendent in the
professional organiza-
tion and administration
of the School District.
Salary commensurate
with experience. For
information and ap-
plication materials
please visit the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities (fill out the
licensed employee ap-
plication) or contact the
District Office at (719)
754-3442. Application
Deadline: April 1,2024.
EOE. (3/30+1/24)

SURGICAL AND IN-
FUSION NURSE (full-
time) in DEL NORTE.
Bachelor’s of Science
preferred, Associates
Degree in Nursing re-
quired. This is a dual
role in a small critical
access hospital with
outpatient surgery and
infusions. Primary du-
ties include circulating
nurse and outpatient
infusions; ability to be
flexible and work in
a dynamic team en-
vironment is central
to this role. Preferred
minimum of 2 years
Circulating Nurse ex-
perience for more infor-
mation, contact Kayla
Jordan at 719-657-4160
or complete an applica-
tion online at http://
rio-grande-hospital.org
Under Contact/ Em-
ployment. RGH is an
EOE. (3/15+1/24)

PERIOPERATIVE
REGISTERED
NURSE (PART-
TIME) 20-29 hours a
week in DEL NORTE.
PREOP and PACU RN
position. This position
offers the option for an
experienced nurse to
work additional hours
on the inpatient unit
or emergency depart-
ment. Must have ver-
bal skills to present
information and ideas
essential to team par-
ticipation. Understand
general nursing theory
and practice; capable
of dealing with people
and working closely
with patients; workable
knowledge of safety
procedures; must have
patience and enthu-
siasm as well as the
willingness and abil-
ity to handle difficult
situations with good
judgment; must be able
to work as a team mem-
ber; must be willing to
learn For more infor-
mation, contact Kayla
Jordan at 719-657-4160
or complete an applica-
tion online at http://
rio-grande-hospital.org
Under Contact/ Em-
ployment. RGH is an
EOE. (3/15+1/24)

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC has
a Full-Time MA posi-
tion available in our
clinic. Must be depend-
able, have the abil-
ity to multi-task, be
a self-starter and pay
close attention to detail
complete an applica-
tion online at http://
rio-grande-hospital.org
Under Contact/ Em-
ployment. Additional
question contact Ted
Andersen at teda@rio-
grandehospital.net or
call 719-657-2418 RGH
is an EOE. (3/15/24)

SEED SORTERS
WANTED: will last
two weeks ..job will
start soon. Please text
or call 719-850-2137.
(3/26/24)

MAINTENANCE
WORKER I. Defi-
nition: This position
performs skilled and
unskilled work in the
operation of automotive
and light construction
equipment involved in
the maintenance and
cleaning of streets
and maintenance util-
ity system (water and
sewer.) Direct supervi-
sion is required under
a foreman. This is an
entry-level position to
all the functions of the
Public Works Depart-
ment. The Maintenance
Worker I position is
hourly, 32 hours a week
position. QUALIFI-
CATIONS: Preferably
some knowledge of
practices in: Construc-
tion, maintenance and
repair of water and/or
wastewater systems;
Knowledge and use of
hand tools appropriate
to the Public Works
tasks; Ability to prepare
and maintain simple
records; Ability to per-
form strenuous physical
work for extended peri-
ods of time in all weath-
er conditions; Ability to
follow oral and written
instructions; Ability
to communicate effec-
tively with other em-
ployees, superiors and
the public; Ability to
recognize and report
abnormal operating
functions of assigned
equipment; Ability to
learn to operate vari-
ous equipment, which
may include heavy con-
struction equipment;
Requires the ability to
exert up to 50 pounds
of force occasionally,
and/or up to 25 pounds
of force requentli) ,and/
or a negligible amount
of force constantly to
move objects. Physical
demands of work re-
quire walking or stand-
ing to a significant de-
gree. Education: High
school or GED and pre-
ferred some vocational,
high school or equiva-
lent training. EXPERI-
ENCE: A minimum of
three (3) years manual
labor or mechanical
maintenance and repair,
or an equivalent combi-
nation of education and
experience is required.
SPECIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: A Class C
driver’s license and
availability for on-call
duty is required. Back
ground check is re-
quired. Probation: No
less than a 90-day pe-
riod. Applications can
be picked up at Blanca
Town Hall during nor-
mal business hours.
(3/13+1/24)

LA PUENTE IS
seeking a self-starting
individual for the po-
sition of EMPLOY-
MENT NAVIGA-
TOR as the front-line
worker in our Em-
ployment Readiness
program. This pro-
gram engages clients
experiencing barri-
ers to employment to
support their journey
from unemployed or
underemployed to
stability and indepen-
dence. The Naviga-
tor will work with La
Puente’s Shelter, Street
Outreach, and Adelante
rograms, as well as
ocal employers and
employment programs
to help clients overcome
barriers and obtain em-
ployment. The Naviga-
tor also works to build
trust, conduct assess-
ments, make referrals,
identify resources, and
collect data. Ability
to problem-solve and
collaborate with oth-
er agencies is a must.
36k-40k DOE. Send
resume: La Puente, P.O.
Box 1235, ALAMOSA,
CO 81101, 719 589-
5909. www.lapuente.
net Email: hr@lapu-
ente.net (3/13+1/24)

ELEMENTARY
BEHAVIOR IN-
TERVENTIONIST
/ SCHOOL ASSESS-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR /RESPONSE TO
INTERVENTION CO-
ORDINATOR need-
ed at DEL NORTE
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL for the 2024-
2025 school year. We
are seeking a hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic
teaching professional
to join our dynamic,
vibrant and fun-loving
team. Applicants must
have a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application,
resume and cover letter
to: Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at
719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picEed up
at the District Office or
online at: urtigers.co.
(3/26/24)

LABORERS AND
SORTERS needed
for POTATO WARE-
HOUSE in CENTER.
Experience not neces-
sary, willing to train.
40+ hours/week. Stop
by MOUNTAIN
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles
Street, Center, CO
81125 to fill out an ap-
plication. (3/22/24)

INSTRUCTIONAL
COACH NEEDED
AT DEL NORTE
ELEMENTA -
RY SCHOOL. Can-
didate should be pro-
ficient in all areas of
teaching and learning,
with an emphasis on
professional practice
and the teaching and
learning cycle. The
coach will be respon-
sible for consulting
with and support-
ing the instructional
teaching staff in us-
ing resources that im-
pact student learn-
ing. The coach will
provide support and
professional learn-
ing to instructional
staff as needed. Ap-
plicants must have a
bachelor’s degree or
higher and possess
or be able to obtain
a Colorado Teaching
License. Please sub-
mit your application,
resume, and cover
letter to Amy Duda,
Principal at aduda@
urtigers.co. Applica-
tions can be picked up
at the District Office
or online at: urtigers.
co. (3/26/24)

DEL NORTE EL-
EMENTARY
SCHOOL TEACH-
ER needed at the
URGSD. We are
seeking a hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic
teaching professional
to join our dynamic,
vibrant and fun-loving
team for the 2024-
2025 school year. Ap-
plicants must have a
bachelor’s degree or
higher and possess
or be able to obtain
a Colorado Teaching
License. Please submit
your application, re-
sume and cover letter
to: Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at
719-657-4050. Appli-
cations can be picked
up at the District Of-
fice or online at: ur-
tigers.co. (3/26/24)

307-

APPLIANCES

PAT SOLD HER
ELECTRIC STOVE
IN JUST 3 DAYS
THROUGH THE
VALLEY COURIER’S
CLASSIFIED ADS.
(AS)

314-

CLOTHING

FOR SALE: CHER-
OKEE BOOTS size
12 MEN. Like new
- $50. Call 719-256-
4058 or 719-429-9900.
(2/17/24)

HORSE & COW
HAY: GRASS,GRASS/
ALFALFA,ALFALFA.
3x3 bales, various qual-
ity and pricing. 719-
850-8917. (3/20/24AS-
monthly)

345-
WOooD

THANK YOU, VAL-
LEY COURIER. I
SOLD MY WOOD
SPLITTER! Frank.

353-FARM &

LIVESTOCK

I SOLD MY HORSE
IN 2 DAYS TO A
GOOD HOME.
THANKS VALLEY
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

ATTENTION
FARMERS &
RANCHERS. Show
special. Seal leaking
stock tanks, ponds, or
reservoirs with BEN-
TONITE. 719-580-
6652. (5/24/24)

356 - MEAT &

PRODUCE

E & M CUSTOM
BUTCHERING is ac-
cepting new appoint-
ments. 719-992-8334,
8249 CR 13, AN-
TONITO, CO, 81120.
(3/20/24)

360 - MISC.

FOR SALE

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS.
WONDERFUL,
HEARTWARMING
EXPERIENCE. A
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices.
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

TOYOTA TRUCKS
ONLY: 4x4 from 80’s
to early 90’s, running
or not, wrecked ok. 719-
580-8101 call or text.
(3/2724)

401 - BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

Century Property
Management & Sales, uc

Alamosa ¢ 589-5744

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
SERVICE
For all yaur rental
needs please call
T19-589-5744 or stop
by 823 Main St.
Alamosa, CO 81101

www, alamosarentals .com

409 - FARM &
RANCHLAND

PASTURE FOR
RENT: 50 pair in SAN
ACACIO. Call 719-
580-5767 after 1:00
p.m. (3/15/24)

415- HOMES

FORSALE

3 BEDROOM, 2
BATH, 1900 sq.ft., fam-
ily room, living room,
all appliances, pellet
stove, patio between
home / garage, 3 car
garage, with chicken
coup or shed, 6 acres
plus fenced, and fenced
yard, 15 minutes from
ALAMOSA. $325,000.
719-480-1856. (3/27/24)

420-

LOTS & ACREAGES

5 ACRES FOR sale -
$7,000. Contact Rick
928-277-6140. (4/6/24)

426-MOBILE HOMES
FORSALE

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700.
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices.
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

601- APARTMENTS

FORRENT

Accepting applications|
for 1 bedroom
apartments. Must be 62
or older or disabled

Cielo Vista

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting
IApplications for 2 & 3|
bedroom family units

Valley Grande
Apts.
2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting Applications for
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family

units available

West View
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
Y

1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2
& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent
based on income for qualifying
households.
Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.
Antonito, Colo.
376-2388
TTY

5 1-800-659-2656 D)

This institution is an equal ===
opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for
2 bedroom apartments.
Family living at an
affordable price.
Guadalu ‘{)e
Hacienda Apts.
404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.
376-2025
TTY
5 1-800-659-2656@

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications
for 2 &% gedroom
apartments. Family
living at an affordable
price. Disabled Unit
Available.

Casita del Sol
1405 West 11th St.
Alamosa, Colo.
589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656 &

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

606 - BUSINESS

PROPERTY FOR REN

RENT COMMER-
CIAL SPACE SETUP
FOR HAIR SALON
888-641-3750 / 719-
232-3388. (4/9/24)

611- HOMES

FORRENT

KUDDOS TO THE
VALLEY COURIER
FOR RENTING OUR
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS!
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

RENT 3 BEDROOM
BUNGALOW ALA-
MOSA 888-641-3750 /
719-232-3388. (4/9/24)

MOFFAT, 2 MILES
south of Joyful Jour-
ney Hot Springs: Brand
new CABIN for rent;
$1,200 per month; 1
BEDROOM, 1 BATH.
Text 719-207-6890.
(3/13/24)

701- AUTOS FOR

SALE

1 DAY ADVERTISED
IN THE VALLEY
COURIER, SOLD MY
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)

2017 CHEVY TRA-
VERSE SUV: 96,000
miles, new tires, good
condition. $12,000
OBO. 1-832-683-3533.
(3/30/24)

715-4X4

VEHICLES

2017 POLARIS RZR
XP 1000 EPS, top of
the line model 2 seater.
110 Horsepower, 14”
HD tires with bead
lock rims, power steer-
ing, full skid plates,
winch with 6%’ adjust-
able snow plow blade.
Comes with lots of ex-
tras and has only 61
ACTUAL MILES. 1t is
LIKE BRAND NEW!
Call or text 719-850-
2775. (3/127/24)

742 -

TRUCKS & TRAILERS

2019 ALUMA 147’
single axle ALUMI-
NUM TRAILER,
wood floor, 4° flip up
ramp, spare tire and
toolbox. The trailer is
LIKE NEW with only
90 ACTUAL MILES.
Call or text 719-850-
2775. (3/27/24)

A FISH

New in town!

Get acquainted with
and all it has to offer
by ordering a
subscription to the

Where To Shop!
Where To Dine!
Community Bulletin
Board!
Professional Services!
. And move!

Buying and Selling
in the Valley Courier
Classifieds can be the
Best Way to get the most
Bang for Your Buck!

Give Us a Try!

e
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'CROSSWORD PUZZLE

NEA Crossword Puz=zle

Answer to Previous Puzzle

ACROSS 38 Actress
1 Wheels for — Gilbert B
hire 39 Larce_ny Y
4 Criminal 41 Ennui c
group 43 Sa}me old =
8 Tiny thing P
particle 45 Musionist = "
12 Solemn — Geller D O
fear 46 Mel_on A U
13 Golf club variety L R
qaer 49 Tub N
record events E
15— de 52 Sir — £
mer G_uinness E
16 Gunner’'s 53 Sizable o
require- slice 6 — de 29 Custom
ment 56 Promissory guerre 30 Continental
17 Cross the note 7 Whimsical coin
sea 57 Hawkeye garden 31 500 sheets
18 Mast for State figure 34 Conceit
cables 58 Narrative 8 Give 37 Pencil
20 Styling 59— Flew confidence remnant
foam Qver the 9 Beverages 38 Antitoxins
22 Hither Cuckoo’s  qgElevator 40 Brawl
and — Nest name 42 Chafed
23 Goof 60 Promontory 44 pad or 44 Eat a
241n flames 61 Studied granddad little of
2aHinder 62 Earn as 19 Flow 46 Genesis
32 Political profit slowly name
contest 21 Church 47 Lotion
33 Butter DOWN calendar ingredient
substitute 1 Bivouac 24 Unmanage- 48 Bastes
35 Actress 2 “And — able child 50Use a
— McCla- we go!” 25Flog whetstone
nahan 3 Complain 26 “— vou’'re 51 Animal fat
36 Bat 4 Designer talking!” 54 — of the
wood — Versace 27 Silver- land
37 Guzzle 5 Sleeve tongued 55 Porter
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“And don’t give me any of those
local anesthetics. Get me the

imported stuff.”

Lessons from the past
still ring true today

DEAR ABBY: Years
ago, I sat overlunch, read-
ing your mom’s “Defini-
tion of Maturity.” It was
shortly after my dad died,
and reading it made me
realize how lucky I had
been. Those were all les-
sons I learned at home
from my parents.

Perhaps this item is
in your booklet. But
could you print it in your
column again for other
readers to see? It’s an im-
portant reminder of what
to strive for. -- MARY H.
IN IOWA

DEAR MARY: I am
doing that with pleasure.
I agree that Mama’s
definition of maturity is
a timely reminder -- and
perhaps something that
people (of all ages) can
learn from today.

DEFINITION OF MA-
TURITY

Maturity is:

The ability to stick with
a job until it’s finished.

The ability to do a job
without being supervised.

The ability to carry
money without spending
it.

And the ability to bear
aninjustice without want-
ing

To get even.

You were correct when
you guessed that her defi-
nition of maturity is part
of the “Keepers” booklet.
Keepers is a collection
of articles that readers
suggested be put together

in booklet form, many of
which readers had hung
onto until they were
worn and yellowed with
age. What resulted was
a booklet that contains
clever observations and
items on diverse subjects,
including parenting, chil-
dren, aging, animals,
forgiveness, and more. It
canbeordered by sending
your name and address
plus a check or money
order (U.S. funds) for $8 to
Dear Abby Keepers Book-
let, P.O. Box 447, Mount
Morris, IL 61054-0447.
(Shipping and handling
areincluded in the price.)

Both witty and philo-
sophical, the Keepers
bookletis aninexpensive,
welcome gift for newly
married couples, pet lov-
ers or anyone recovering
from an illness and filled
with down-to-earth nug-
gets of wisdom.

DEAR ABBY: In the
past, my husband of 22
years traveled often for
work. He had an emo-
tional affair with a co-
worker he met on one of
those trips. He never saw
her again. After that, he
became distant and some-
times rude toward me. We
went to marriage therapy,
which helped.

I was recovering when
one day a friend of mine
told me my husband had
called her and said, “I
think about you.” She
called me immediately

L

ABIGAIL
VAN BUREN

afterward. I am very
hurt. Now it’s hard for me
to believe him and trust
him. He had a problem
in the past with pornog-
raphy, but he is not doing
it anymore, and he has
changed jobs. Is there
hope for our marriage?
Can I trust him again?
-- HEARTBROKEN IN
VIRGINIA

DEAR HEARTBRO-
KEN: There may be hope,
ifthe two of you are able to
get to the root of why your
husband may be looking
for something outside
of your marriage. This
should be done with the
help of a licensed mar-
riage and family coun-
selor. However, you should
not trust him again un-
less you are certain he is
TRULY penitent.
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Conour Animal Shelter celebrates installation of new kennels

By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA — On
March 9, the Upper Rio
Grande Animal Society
Conour Animal Shelter
had an open house to cel-
ebrate the installation of
14 new outdoor dog ken-
nels. Approximately 15
people attended the event
at 2825 Sherman Ave.,
Monte Vista.

Executive Director Da-
vid Cleghorn was excited
to welcome everyone.

“The previous 10 ken-
nels we had were in poor
shape, they had dirt
floors, they were 20 years
old, and they were falling
apart. We are here to cel-
ebrate putting these 14
kennels in and thank ev-
eryone who helped for all
their donations and sup-
port,” he said.

Cleghorn spoke about
how the new kennels
came about.

“We had a previous
board member named
Kathy Ellithorpe, she
gave us an idea to do a
sponsor a kennel, as she
wanted to sponsor one
in memory of her sister,”
he said. “That gave us an
idea of what it would cost
to build a new kennel.
We then advertised and
stated for this amount
of money you can buy a

kennel; we then put your
name on it or in memory
of or powered by.”

Cleghorn said that af-
ter receiving some dona-
tions, the LOR Founda-
tion got involved with the
cause and donated to the
shelter.

Heated concrete was
used for the kennels, so
that they can be heated
in the winter months.
Cleghorn said the shelter
is working to purchase an
outdoor boiler to hook up
to run the heat to the con-
crete.

Cleghorn explained
that 13 of the new ken-
nels are all 5 feet by 10
feet. And one is 10 feet by
10 feet.

“We stepped up the
plate and got commer-
cial galvanized kennels
so that they will last con-
siderably longer. We also
have metal in between
each kennel, so that the
dogs can’t see each other,
and react to each other.
The metal in between
was also donated. The
whole process from start
to finish has been a little
less than a year’s time,”
he said.

Cleghorn said that
Mathias Concrete donat-
ed the concrete that was
laid, and Owsley Con-

crete laid the foundation.

“We had people donat-
ing money, work, and
items to the shelter,” he
said. “This is a win, win
day. A celebration of these
kennels being put in for
us. We are thankful to ev-
eryone who has helped us
get where we are today.”

Board member for
Conour Animal shelter
Brittany Harlan said,
“My husband and I own
Owsley Construction.
They are the ones who
came and poured in all
the concrete with as-
sistance from Mathias.
I have always adopted
dogs, so this is near and
dear to my heart. We de-
cided that this was some-
thing that we wanted to
help the community with.
I have been on the board
for about 4 years now. We
are happy to help turn
this around and bring bet-
ter facilities and improve-
ments for the animals
and the community.”

Harlan mentioned that
in time they are also hop-
ing to add a dog run to the
shelter, so that the dogs
will not always have to be
in kennels.

Board member Tracy
Simon said, “I am so ex-
cited to see the shelter
improving. I am excited

e TR
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to see new facilities for
dogs. We want the dogs to
have the best experience
they can have here and
hopefully get them out
into some good homes.”
Board member Jerene
Wilkinson said, “We are
so appreciative of every-
one who has donated. We

could not have done any
of this project without
the LOR Foundation and
without the community
that has helped us.”
According to  their
website, the Upper Rio
Grande Animal Society
Conour Animal Shel-
ter 1s a no kill shelter

and serves Rio Grande,
Saguache, and Mineral
counties, and does receive
dogs from Alamosa, Cone-
jos, and Costilla counties.

For more information
on the shelter or to do-
nate, call 719-852-3366
or email shelter@urgas-
conouranimalshelter.org

Celebrating National Ag Month
.and ouragricultural community.

Tiiesday, March 19

Please join us for a fr'é lunch and giveaways,
,11:30 AM -1:00 PM at our
Center '_[lr.hlitb 2060 East Highway 112.

Contact a member of
our ag lending team today!

DENISE MARTINEZ

GENESSA SORENSEN OSCAR MARTINEZ ALICIA PALMER
Relationship Manager Loan Associate Loan Associate Portfolio Manager
719.587.4205 719.587.4231 719.587.4214 710.2451781

genessasorensen@fswb.com  oscarmartinez@fswb.com alicia palmer@fswb.com denise.martinez@fswb.com

Jim Turnbull
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Owsley Construction, LLC

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Upper Rio Grande Animal Society Conour Animal Shelter celebrated the addition of
14 new kennels on March 9. Executive Director David Cleghorn stands next to a ban-
ner recognizing the community donors to the project.

CPW warns public on
dangers of feeding wildlife

By LYNDSIE
FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — Lo-
cal District Wildlife Of-
ficer with the Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, Jer-
emy Gallegos took a mo-
ment to speak with this
reporter about the recent
complaints the office has
received about people
feeding wildlife in the
South Fork area.

Gallegos said feeding
wildlife i1s dangerous for
the animals and for the
public.

“Wildlife that are fed
can quickly become ha-
bituated to people and
lose their natural fear of
people,” Gallegos said.
“They can then become
aggressive, expecting to
be fed. This can be dan-
gerous when wildlife
approach people expect-
ing a handout. A couple
years ago, a woman on
the Front Range was
gored by a buck that had
been fed, and possibly
raised by her neighbor.
More recently, a small
dog in South Fork was
trampled in the home-
owner’s yard by a deer.
Several people 1in the
neighborhood have been
feeding deer. Fortu-
nately, the dog made a
full recovery, after being
treated by a vet.”

Gallagos explained that
some species of wildlife
can be harmed by human
food.

“Most of the food that
people feed wildlife isn’t
good for them either.
This is definitely the case
when it comes to deer,”
said Gallagos.

“Deer are ruminants,
and have a complex, four-
chamber stomach that
serves as a fermentation
vat” that thoroughly di-
gests the vegetation that
they eat,” he said. “Many
of the items that people
feed deer aren’t good for
them and can be fatal.
For example, a few years
ago, a large buck in South
Fork either got into, or
was fed a large amount of
bird seed, and it caused
the buck to bloat and was
fatal.”

In addition to the
health the wellbeing of
wildlife, feeding wildlife
can cause other issues,
including bringing preda-
tors to a home, business,
or location where the
wildlife is fed.

“Another unintended
consequence of feeding
is that it can artificially
concentrate the animals,
which could lead to high-
er prevalence of disease,
as well as attracting
predators,” Gallegos said.

If anyone encounters a
hungry animal, it is best
to leave it alone.

“If you happen to en-
counter a hungry animal,
people should leave it
alone, and call your lo-
cal CPW office,” he said.

“Officers do not intervene
unless it appears that the
animal is suffering. CPW
does not feed big game
unless there is a poten-
tial for a large winter kill
event, such as what hap-
pened in the NW part of
the state in the winter of
2022-2023.”

Beyond the health and
safety issues of feeding
wildlife, it is also illegal.

“It is illegal to feed big
game, which includes
deer,” Gallegos said. “Vio-
lators can be cited, and in
some cases, animals have
to be euthanized if they
pose a threat to human
safety. People can feed
birds, but they must do it
in a manner that the food
is not available for deer or
big game species.”

South Fork, like many
towns in the San Luis
Valley, has a healthy
population of wildlife that
is part of what makes the
Valley a great and unique
place to live but it is also
the duty of the residents
and guests who come here
to enjoy wildlife from a
distance.

“Enjoy them from a
distance, let them stay
wild,” Gallegos said. “The
vast majority of the time,
they do not need our help
finding something to eat.”

If someone wants to
learn more, they can visit
Colorado Parks and Wild-
life, cpw.state.co.us, and
click on the “Learn” tab.”

1st Southwest Bank

COMMUNITY AT OUR CORE

Member FDIC | Certified CDFI

fswb.bank

866.641.3792 | info@fswhb.com

My C

ALAMOSA | CENTER
CORTEZ | DURANGO
PAGOSA SPRINGS | SAGUACHE
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We salute the dedicated men and women
of the agricullure industry, who play
such an important role in keeping our
nations economy strong.
We thank the San Luis Valleys farmers and

ranchers for bringing so much fo the table.




Tuesday, March 13, 2024

San Luis Valleys Spﬂhg .;‘Z’y Freview
SLV farmers paid $27 million for purchase of water rights

One Step inre du cin due to a growing acknowledgement made available through President for developing their own procedures the Rio Grande Water Conservation
g among legislators regarding the im- Biden’s American Rescue Plan Act.  in selecting and allocating funding. District (RGWCD) coming up with

g I’Ol/ll’ldwater usage portance of reducing water usage in  The river basins were responsible In the San Luis Valley, that involved B See WATER page 4
Colorado.
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER  Titled the “Groundwater Compact

Compliance and Sustainability Fund”,
the bill called on the state legislature

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Senate bill SB22-

028, sponsored by Colorado Senator
Cleave Simpson (R-D6), accomplished
something few bills do: it was passed
by unanimous vote in all committees
who reviewed the bill and both houses
of Colorado’s state legislature, largely

to allocate $60 million to help finance
groundwater use reduction and sus-
tainability efforts in the Rio Grande
and the Republican River Basins
with each basin receiving $30 million
toward that effort. The funding was

AN
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San Luis Valley farmers took advantage of a groundwater use reduction
program that purchased water rights. According to officials, $26.9 million
(90%) hasbeen allocated with $3.1 million remaining from the funding pool.
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By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

MONTE VISTA — For the Past 42
years, the Southern Rocky Mountain
Agricultural Conference has brought
farmers, ranchers, educators, and ven-
dors to Monte Vista.

The conference is unique among
agricultural shows in that it began as an
educational event and while it remains
an agricultural event, it has grown and
now incorporates trade show elements
into the gathering.

True to the origins of the show; attend-
ees can learn from educational topics at
the conference on water-saving produc-
tion practices, research practices, updates
on legislative and market updates, finan-
cial management, soil health, and farm
family health.

Last year, agricultural economists and
other staff from Colorado State Univer-
sity (CSU) extension set out to study the
economic benefits the show has on the
region. The authors, Rebecca Hill, Matt
Burkard, Larry Brown, and Jim Clare,
published their findings in a report, Eco-
nomic Impacts of the Southern Rocky
Mountain Agricultural Conference 2023.

According to the report, non-local
attendees to the annual conference
had an economic impact on the region
of $181,216 in 2023 and 2.1 jobs. The

San Luis Valleys Spﬂhg .77:9 Freview
Ag conference in Monte Vista supports the Iocal economy

economic benefit to Monte Visa in 2023
was $39,118.

The group size of people coming to
the region was on average, two persons,
and groups varied in sized from one to
15 travelers.

Over 40 % of conference attendees
sampled for the report were directly
involved in production agriculture, over
25% were in agriculture support, 15%
were general public, about 7% CSU stu-
dents, and about 3%, were Adams State
University students or staff.

About 70% of the conference attendees
from out of the area spent the night in
Alamosa, 20%, Monte Vista, and 10%
spent the night elsewhere. These stays
contributed to the local economy by the
amount paid for hospitality, sales tax,
hotel tax, and meal expenditures.

The study, not surprisingly, found
that the agriculture conference con-
tributes significantly to the economy
of the San Luis Valley, particularly
to the economy of Monte Vista. The
study analyzed the economic benefit
the conference had on the region in
2023. The 2024 conference had a total
registration of about 675 attendees
versus 380 in 2023 and should have a
comparable increase in the economic
contributions to the Valley.

In a March interview with the Valley
Courier, Larry Brown with CSU Exten-

Water

B Continued from Page 2

criteria of eligibility that would be
applicable to producers equally across
the Valley while also making sure
that any funding provided to farmers
or ranchers would result in clearly
definable reduction of water usage. In
a sign of how seriously they took the
project, board members spent signifi-
cant time in determining criteria that
would deliver the maximum amount of
benefit while also including eligibility
requirements that were fair and equi-
table. They finally settled on a relatively
straightforward program where, after a
determination of how much water was
being used for irrigation in previous
years, water rights were purchased for
around $2,500-$3,000 per acre-foot.
The Valley Courier reached out
to Amber Pacheco, deputy general
manager of the Rio Grande Water
Conservation District, for an update.
Approximately 25 applications

submitted to the board for consider-
ation met the requirements set by the
RGWCD Board of Directors.

According to Pacheco, $26.9 million
(90%) has been allocated with $3.1
million remaining. Of that $26.9 mil-
lion, $13 million has been approved
by the Colorado Water Conservation
Board and the office of the State En-
gineer, both of whom have served in
oversight roles related to distribution
of funds. A total of $6 million in fund-
ing has been “closed on” with the pur-
chase of water rights. The water rights
were associated with wells irrigating
10,500 acres of land, which translates
into a reduction of 10,500 acre-feet of
groundwater usage annually.

When asked if there are plans for
the remaining $3.1 million, Pacheco
said they will likely go through all the
applications they’ve received to make
sure that none remaining are eligible.
After that, they will probably reopen
up the program and begin taking
new applications until the remaining
money is gone.

Tuesday, March 13, 2024

Photo by Brian Williams

James Henderson, a fifth-generation farmer and rancher and Vice President of the Colorado Farm Bureau, gives
the Colorado Legislative Update on Feb. 6, the opening day, of the 2024 Southern Rocky Mountain Agriculture
Conference and Trade Show at the Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista.

sion and Co-chair of the conference at-
tributed part of the spike in attendance to
having CSU Distinguished professor Dr.
Temple Grandin at the gathering and give
the keynote address: Visual Thinking:
The hidden gifts of people who think in
pictures, patterns, and abstractions.

“A large portion of that increase is

having Grandin give the keynote and the
two other education sessions. I think we
alsohad an increase in registrations given
the breadth of the education sessions
that we offered,” said Brown who added
that he doubled the size of the education
committee this year.

“We had the goal of getting better

geographic representation throughout
the Valley and better representation of
the different types of crops, livestock, and
agricultural enterprises in the variety of
sessions we offered. There are still some
people who call it the potato and grain
conference but it is way beyond that now;
Brown said.
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Mattive of Monte Vista elected National Potato Council President

Council installs
2024 Executive
Committee during

NPC Washington
Summit

CONTRIBUTED

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
National Potato Council (NPC) in-
stalled its 2024 roster of Executive
Committee members this week at the
organization’s annual Washington
Summit. During the Annual Meeting
of the Voting Delegates, Bob Mattive,
of Monte Vista, was elected to serve
as the Council’s President for the next
12 montbhs.

Having grown up on a small farm
in Brighton, Mattive began taking on
leadership roles in high school — as
class president and president of the
4-H Club. Now, the partner of Worley
Family Farms, LLLP, in Monte Vista,
will continue to serve the industry
in his newly appointed role as Presi-
dent of the National Potato Council.

Mattive, who most recently served as
NPC’s First Vice President and Vice
President of Environmental Affairs,
was elected to a one-year term on
Feb. 26.

“I've always been interested in
environmental issues and legislative
affairs,” said Mattive, who was initially
introduced to NPC as a delegate from
Colorado. His involvement with the
federal policy-focused organization
brought about a national perspective
and he served on different NPC com-
mittees throughout the years. Mattive
also serves on several Colorado agri-
cultural committees and boards. “T've
learned a lot and I know we have to
work hard and work together to keep
relevant, educate the next generation,
and continue advocating on behalf of
our growers and industry partners”

Mattive became a part of the
fourth-generation Worley Family
Farms when he and his wife Gail
(Worley) were invited by her father to
join the operation in 1982. When he
started farming with his father-in-law,
the operation raised about 500 acres
of potatoes. Today, the farm raises

all Us for All
Your Electrical
Needs!

6687 Malouft Rd. - Alamosa + 119-589-3951
T www.valleyelectricinc.com

around 1,800-1,900 acres of potatoes
and 2,000 acres of other crops. The
business is now also co-managed by
their sons Grant and Reid and nephew
Matthew Smartt.

For Mattive, environmental stew-
ardship is second nature. “As with
most industries, technology has

H See MATTIVE page 7

Bob Mattive, of Monte Vista, was
elected to serve as the National
Potato Council’s President for the
next 12 months.

Photo courtesy of the National Potato Council
/ Bill Schaefer Photography

At Stone's weve alivays been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

For over 60 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application,
equipment and planning needed to help your crops
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest.
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance
your success, the coffee is always on.

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most
innovative brands to bring the latest technology
and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating

*  solutions to keeping local growers sustainable.
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Honoring the‘face of Colorado potatoes’— Jim Ehrlich

By CHRISTINA HERRICK
The Packer

WASHINGTON — When present-
ed the award as the 2024 Potato Person
of the Year, Jim Ehrlich was speechless
— well, almost.

“I'm extremely humbled,” he told
The Packer, which presented the award
Feb. 26 in conjunction with the Na-
tional Potato Council during the 2024
NPC Washington Summit. “I have
been so blessed to work for the potato
industry and the wonderful people in
the industry. I've made great friends
from all across the country. There’s
nothing more noble than producing
food for people to eat”

Potato Person of the Year recognizes
an individual who has gone above and
beyond the call of duty during the past
year to further the potato industry.
Award winners have devoted a signif-
icant amount of time promoting po-
tatoes to consumers and representing
the industry on trade missions and in
front of regulatory agencies.

Ehrlich, dubbed the “face of Colorado
potatoes,” has served as the executive
director of the Colorado Potato Admin-
istrative Committee for the past 18 years
after the late Tom Ford approached him
to take over the post. Ehrlich announced
his plan to retire this year.

While he plans to step back, Ehrlich
said he intends to stay connected to
the industry.

“My roots are in agriculture deep,”
he said.

Bob Mattive, NPC’s incoming
president, said he’s known Ehrlich
for a long time, having somewhat
similar paths to a career with pota-
toes. Mattive said Ehrlich is a selfless
person whom many consult about for
anything from marketing to legislative
issues on state and national levels.

“He’s worked hard for our potato
industry in Colorado and also on the
national scene,” Mattive said. “He’s
been very proactive. ... People look
to him as a resource if they need to
find out something about potatoes in
Colorado. Jim is their go-to person.”

Mattive said Ehrlich was instrumen-
tal in organizing a tour of Colorado
packing facilities for a delegation from
Mexico, which was a critical moment
to build relationships as U.S. potato
exports to Mexico grew. Ehrlich also
helped organize tours for the EPA and

Colorado legislators to help them bet-
ter understand the concerns and needs
of the potato industry, Mattive said.
“Jim has really been good about
bringing those people to the [San Luis
Valley in Colorado] to get a firsthand
view of some of the things that we do
to produce potatoes,” he said.
Ehrlich held previous roles with
Coors Brewing Co. and JDE Farms.
He also gives back to the community
as vice president of San Luis Valley
Health Hospital’s board of directors
and as the current president of the San
Luis Valley Overall Extension Advi-
sory Board, where he has served as a
board member for more than 20 years.
When asked what his favorite
memory of his time with the Colorado
Potato Administrative Committee,
Ehrlich said he fondly enjoyed his time
in Washington, D.C., over the years at
NPC’s Washington Summit, as well as
some of the things he and his fellow
Colorado delegates experienced.
“We actually left one of our fellow
growers at the airport one day on our
flight back. And then we had another
grower that was sick on the plane, and
we kept downplaying it, and he had to
have his gallbladder removed the next

s vannnns

Photo courtesy of National Potato Council

day;” he said. “It’s just the friendships ~Christina Herrick, produce editor for The Packer, presented Jim Ehrlich, at left, with the 2024 Potato Person of the
you make and the experiences you Yearawardat the National Potato Council’s 2024 Washington Summit. Outgoing NPC President R] Andrus, right,
thanked Ehrlich for his nearly two decades of service to the potato industry.

have. They’ve been awesome”
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Crop and Livestock Enterprise Budget Workshop offered by CSU Extension

CONTRIBUTED

MONTE VISTA — Colorado State
University SLV Area Extension is
hosting an Ag Business Management
workshop Tuesday, March 26, and
Wednesday, March 27, at the Rio
Grande Water Conservation District
conference room, 8805 Independence
Way, Alamosa.

Any ag producer interested in
breakeven and risk analysis for al-
falfa, barley, potatoes, seed potatoes,

invited and encouraged to partici-
pate. Ag lenders and ag consultants
are also invited and encouraged to
participate. The workshop will in-
clude lunch on March 27, and the
registration fee is $20.

The Tuesday evening program runs
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The topic will
be digging deeper into alternative
forage crops, including production
practices and financial feasibility.

The Wednesday program runs

cow calf, and forage cover crops is from 10:30 a.m. to noon with cow-

lMattive

B Continued from Page 5

become a large part of our orga-
nization. We irrigate all of our
acreage with computerized center
pivot irrigation systems and utilize
GPS operating systems in most of
our tractors and other equipment,’
said Mattive.

The full NPC Executive Com-
mittee roster includes:

o President - Bob Mattive,
Monte Vista

o First Vice President and Vice
President, Trade Affairs - Ted
Tschirky, Pasco, Wash.

o Vice President, Legislative
Affairs - Dean Gibson, Paul, Idaho

« Vice President, Environmental
Affairs - Ben Sklarczyk, Johannes-
burg, Mich.

o Vice President, Finance and
Office Procedures — TJ Hall,
Hoople, N.D.

o Vice President, Grower Outreach and Industry Relations — Chris Olsen,
Othello, Wash.

« Immediate Past President — R] Andrus, Idaho Falls, Idaho

As a grower-led organization, NPC is managed by an Executive Committee
and Board of Directors, which oversees its operations and provides guidance on
its policy activities. Board members are appointed by the Executive Committee
from recommendations submitted by state potato grower organizations and
hold office for one calendar year.

NPC is the voice of U.S. potato growers and industry members in our na-
tion’s capital. NPC protects potato growers’ interests in Washington, D.C. by
addressing issues that affect the potato industry, from policy issues debated in
Congress to regulatory issues proposed by federal agencies.

The NPC 2024 Washington Summit is a forum for potato industry members to
discuss, define, and advocate for the policy priorities impacting their businesses
and protecting their ability to farm. From Feb. 26 — March 1, growers and industry
stakeholders took the results from its latest economic impact study, “The Current
and Potential Impact of Expanded Potato Exports,” to Members of Congress and
the administration to advocate for issues such as keeping potatoes in federal nu-
trition programs, promoting free and fair-trade agreements, and protecting tax
policies that support the long-term health of family-owned farming operations.

Bob Mattive

calf enterprise budgets, lunch from
12-12:30 p.m., and the various crop
enterprise budgets from 12:30 to
3:30 p.m.

All budgets presented and dis-
cussed will be baseline enterprise
budgets developed using 2023 actual
financials from SLV producers. In
addition, a CSU spread sheet budget-
ing tool, which is available free to all
participants, is set up for producers to

put in their own figures right next to
the baseline numbers. It can be used
to calculate your own projections and
actuals, and it automatically gener-
ates a risk analyses chart.

Jeff Tranel, CSU Ag Economist
and state Extension Ag Business
Management Specialist, and Larry
Brown, SLV Area Extension Ag
Business Agent will be conducting
this educational workshop. Prereg-

istration by March 21 is required if
you want lunch. For questions or to
register, call 719-852-7381, or email
L.Brown@colostate.edu.

CSU Extension programs are avail-
able to all without discrimination,
and all SLV Area Extension programs
are designed to foster healthy youth
and families, prosperous farms,
ranches, and businesses, and strong,
resilient, proud communities.

Conserve it Today...
So We’ll Have it Tomorrow

ﬂurxcommﬁmty but need tobe
innovative inits gnanaﬁament.
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Farms that feed migrating sandhill cranesin
Colorado areinitfor thelong haul

By JERD SMITH
Colorado Sun

Mike Schaefer and his family have
spent a lifetime adoring the sandhill
cranes that swoop into the San Luis
Valley each spring and fall, crowd-
ing the sky and luring thousands
of tourists.

“We just like to watch them fly,”
he said. “It’s something about the
way they circle and circle, and then
they catch a current and they’re
gone.”

His family’s two farms lie in what
conservationists call the Goldilocks
zone, a 10-mile radius around the
Monte Vista National Wildlife
Refuge. Farms within this circle,
many of which produce barley or
alfalfa, offer important services to
the cranes that stop there for weeks
at a time, providing additional lands
and feed to supplement what they
find on the refuge.

These cranes, which live for about
30 years and mate for life, have been
coming to the valley for some 7,000
years, according to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. The valley is a key
stopover as the tall gray birds with a
6-foot wingspan migrate from win-
ter habitat in Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas and northern Mexico on their

way to places such as Montana and
Wyoming to nest and breed. They
stop in the valley again on their way
south in the fall.

Sandhill cranes are not threat-
ened or endangered, but their
habitat in the San Luis Valley and
elsewhere is under pressure due to
climate change, dwindling water
supplies and changes in agricultural
crops on which they rely for food,
according to the Audubon Society.

Schaefer is among a handful of
growers in the San Luis Valley who
have preserved or are considering
preserving their lands for future
generations. His family’s farms,
along the Rio Grande north and
west of Monte Vista, have been
placed under a conservation ease-
ment, a legal tool that prohibits use
of the lands for almost anything
other than farming, and in this
case, requiring that the farms’ water
rights be tied to the land.

The easements are part of an
ongoing effort by the conserva-
tion group Colorado Open Lands
to ensure that the revered cranes
continue to have access to the land
and water they need.

And the Schaefers are happy to

M See CRANES page9
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Photo by Brian Williams

Sandhill cranes in a grain field on the Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge

on March 7.

help.

“We love the cranes,” Schaefer
said. “You don’t have to do anything
special for them because what we do
normally, they like. None of them
have ever complained. They like

the bugs and insects. And there is
water here.”

Cranes feed in different ways in
the valley. Some eat grain that is left
for them, unharvested in the field.
Others feed off the insects and bugs

associated with alfalfa fields, and
some pick barley fields after they’re
harvested.

In its Grain for Cranes program,
Colorado Open Lands hopes to
build a network of growers intent
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Hugh Carey, The Colorado Sun

Mike Schaefer on his 638-acre farm north of Monte Vista on Feb. 6.

Cranes

B Continued from Page 8

on farming and conserving water
and improving the wetlands, which
could benefit the cranes and every-
one else.

“It’s a long game for us,” Colorado
Open Lands president Tony Caligi-
uri said. “The Schaefer family are in
the sweet spot of where the cranes
feed. If cranes have to travel more
than 10 miles a day from the refuge
to eat, they will burn more energy
than they eat”

The cranes’ lives can be arduous
and their future may be equally so,
Caligiuri said.

“Yes we need to reduce water
use and find more water efficient
crops, but wildlife depends on
these crops,” he said. “It is a tricky
balance. How do you achieve water
conservation without decimating
the species?”

Because of ongoing water short-
ages, some farms are being sold just
for their water, leaving the land to
go dry, a scenario that could harm
the cranes and the community,
Caligiuri said.

The visiting birds get nearly 90%
of their food from waste grain left
on barley fields after harvest and
major roosting areas are located in
wetlands on private land, a 2020
study of the economic impact of the
annual Monte Vista Crane Festival
reported.

“Our concern is that they are so
dependent on barley, when before

they depended on wetlands. But
there are almost no wetlands left,”
Caligiuri said. “So they’ve adapted
to subbing grain for the bugs and
insects they would have found in
the wetlands. If that crop goes away,
it could be catastrophic.”

Historic wetlands gave the birds
shelter and food

More than a century ago, water
was plentiful in the San Luis Val-
ley, with aquifers so full that water
rested on the surface of the land,
creating shimmering wetlands as
far as the eye could see, according
to Suzanne Beauchaine, manager of
the Monte Vista National Wildlife
Refuge, south of Monte Vista. But as
the valley’s modern farm economy
grew, and high-powered irrigation
pumps began drawing water out of
the aquifers that lie below the valley,
wetlands began disappearing.

Now as water supplies in the
valley continue to shrink, thereis a
broad-based effort to help farmers
find new crops that use less water,
such as a hybrid grain known as
triticale, while remaining tasty
enough to lure the cranes to the
table, Beauchaine said.

“Before settlers, there was a lot of
water,” she said. “But because the
groundwater table has been so im-
pacted by all of us pumping, I can’t
keep water in places where it used
to be 5 feet deep all of the time.”

Beauchaine arrived at the refuge
12 years ago, and it was evident even
then that the wetlands on the refuge
property were holding less water.

M See FEED page 10

“Agriculture is our wisest
pursuit, because it will in the end
contribute most to real wealth,
good morals, and happiness.”

- A letter from Thomas Jefferson to
George Washington (1787)
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“The things we built 50 years
ago aren’t working anymore,” she
said. The refuge has its own water
rights and groundwater pumps that
it uses to water the wetlands and
grow crops. But climate change has
rendered the valley hotter and drier,
with little relief in sight. And costs
to pump water in the valley have
risen dramatically as groundwater
tables have fallen. But it’s not just
farmers and conservation groups
who are hoping to help the cranes
adapt to a drier world.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
is working on multiple fronts at the
sprawling, 14,800-acre Monte Vista
refuge to ensure cranes have enough
to eat now, and that the transition to
less thirsty crops will also provide
them with new future food sources.
In addition, it is rebuilding its crane
habitat at the refuge, taking out old
levees that were once used to artifi-
cially hold back water, creating deep
wetlands. In place of the old levees,
new shallow pathways are being
built that use much less water, but
still provide safe haven for cranes
throughout the day and night.

“We’re trying to mimic, to a
point, what was there prior to Eu-
ropean settlement” in the 1600s,
Beauchaine said.

Apparently the cranes have no-
ticed. According to the annual bird
count, cranes are thriving in the
valley this year. More than 25,000
cranes have been counted, where
traditionally their numbers have
fluctuated around 22,000.

Still Beauchaine and others are
concerned that the valley’s darken-
ing water picture and big changes in
crops will threaten the birds. Barley
has long been a staple in the valley,
but it, and alfalfa and potatoes, are
water-intensive crops. So growers
are looking for alternatives.

What to do?

In addition to enlisting private
landowners, there is also an effort
to boost the crane-based tourist
economy, something that benefits
farmers and their families, Caligi-
uri said.

According to the study of the
crane festival in 2020, some $3.5
million was generated, with

$118,000 in tax revenue collected
from thousands of people visiting
from 15 states, hoping to view the
dusky birds as they dance and preen
in the wetlands and circle overhead,
their otherworldly calls echoing
from high in the sky. The study was
conducted by Colorado Open Lands
and funded, in part, by the Colora-
do Water Conservation Board.

“There is a huge potential for
farmers, if they want to deal with
tourists,” Beauchaine said, by doing
such things as putting up structures
for bird watching.

Before the Monte Vista Crane
Festival, Beauchaine is driving the
roads of the refuge, watching and
listening to the birds that have been
coming here for centuries and hop-
ing they will continue their great
migration.

If the cranes were to die out, she
said, “It would be like losing a cog
in the wheel, and then everything
would fall apart.”
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Court case stalls implementation of sustainable
management of water in aquer for_ 2 years

By PRISCILLA
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA — Asaresult of three
objections filed in water court that
has resulted in the need to schedule a
trial estimated to last five weeks, im-
plementation of the plan that would
restore water in the Rio Grande Water
Conservation District’s (RGWCD)
Subdistrict. No. 1’s unconfined aqui-
fer and ensure its viability long into
the future has been delayed by at
least two years. According to Taylor
Chick, Rio Grande Water Conser-
vation District (RGWCD) Program
Manager for Subdistrict No. 1, the
reason for not setting the trial until
January 2026 was to accommodate
“the lawyers’ schedules”

In the meantime — as tempera-
tures rise, the amount of moisture
received in the area decreases and
levels in the unconfined aquifer con-
tinue to decline at a concerning rate
— producers with access to finances
substantial enough to pay current fees
charged for “overpumping” water can
continue with business as usual and
the result will be a further decline in
the aquifer.

The unconfined aquifer, the shal-
low aquifer in the San Luis Valley
with water that is closest to the
surface and the most easily accessed
by groundwater wells, is managed
by RGWCD’S Subdistrict No. 1. Ac-
cording to Chick, as of April, 2024,
there are 3,.617 groundwater wells
in Subdistrict No. 1.

Starting back in 2002, in the midst
of one of the worst droughts on
record, the subdistrict was formed
by an unusually progressive, for-
ward-thinking group of ranchers and
farmers who realized that unlimited
pumping of groundwater without de-
liberate attempts to replace what was
taken out was simply not sustainable
in the long term.

Since the approval of the Ist An-
nual Replacement Plan by the state
legislature in 2012, Subdistrict No.
1 has taken increasingly aggressive
steps to reduce depletion of the aqui-
fer, as required by state law. Some of
those steps included incentives to

producers to use less water or retire
their land in production while oth-
ers were designed to disincentivize
the withdrawal of water that wasn’t
replaced. Part of that disincentive
involved assessing a fee for every
acre foot of water not replaced to the
aquifer. The amounts of those fees
have increased from, in the first year,
$45 to the current $150 per acre foot
of water.

A growing number of farmers have
employed practices that are saving
water and reducing usage, such as
improving soil health and regener-
ative farming techniques. But there
are other farm operations that are
willing pay the fees for “overpump-
ing” presumably because the revenue
generated in the current economy by
the crops they’re growing more than
offsets the fees payable to RGWCD.
As the former program manager for
Subdistrict No. 1, told the Valley
Courier in 2022, some operations
were paying over $150,000 in a single
growing season.

Meanwhile, persistent drought, cli-
mate change and excessive pumping
have caused levels in the aquifer to
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Challenging year ahead for SLV potato growers

By JIM EHRLICH
CPAC Executive Director

MONTE VISTA — 2024 will be
a very challenging year for San Luis
Valley potato growers. Besides the
normal risks of producing a pota-
to crop, there are three daunting
challenges facing them this season;
market prices, Potato Virus Y, and
irrigation water supplies.

What a difference a year makes!
Last year potato growers experi-
enced some of the best potato prices
ever. Today prices are down 57 per-
cent with growers barely breaking
even. Growers in Idaho planted an
additional 35,000 acres in 2023, and
they had good yields for the first
time in three years. This resulted in
approximately a 10 percent increase
in potato supplies for 2024 and
crashed prices.

On Feb. 1, national fresh potato
stocks were up 12 percent compared
to 2022. This was the largest Feb-
ruary supply inventory since 2001.
This is bad news for prices and this
large inventory will carry over into
the 2024 new crop harvest. The out-
look is tough at best.

Keeping your potato crop healthy
is the top priority for growers.
A critical input, maybe the most
important input, is the seed that
growers plant. In the San Luis Valley,
potato growers have traditionally
purchased high-quality certified
seed to plant and retained a portion
of their crop at harvest to plant the
following year. Because the local
growing environment normally
does not have high levels of disease
pressure this has worked well.

Growers have saved money com-
pared to other states where plant-
ing certified seed every year is the
standard practice. But now San Luis
Valley potato growers are facing an
epidemic of Potato Virus Y.

Potato virus Y (PVY) was first rec-
ognized in 1931 as an aphid-trans-
mitted member within a group
of viruses associated with potato
degeneration, a disorder known
since the eighteenth century. It was
first reported in the Valley in the
late 19707.

PVY is important because it caus-
es economic damage to the crop by
reducing yields, affecting the size
profile of tubers, and may cause ne-
crotic blemishes to tubers preventing
them from being marketable. PVY
is seed borne making it particularly
hard to control unless you can plant
certified seed with very low levels
of PVY.

Over the last decade, PVY levels
within the San Luis Valley have
escalated out of control. Produc-
ing high-quality certified seed
has become very difficult and has
resulted in a very tight seed supply
for growers.

PVY is a problem worldwide. It
was estimated that over $100 million
was being spent in the Pacific North-
west to control viruses 15 years ago.

A 2014 research study in Idaho
determined that PVY was costing
growers $19.5 million annually, and
this spring Wisconsin potato grow-
ers are currently unable to purchase
crop insurance for a portion of their
potential crop due to a shortage of
certified seed.

Local research has confirmed that
PVY is costing our growers econom-
ically by reducing yields and quality.
Valley growers are debating how to
address this problem. How growers
can attempt to solve the issue with
the least economic and regulatory
impact possible is very challenging.
It will require creative ideas and
cooperation as we continue to work
on potential solutions.

Today the Rio Grande basin snow-
packis hovering in the 84 percent of
average range. The unconfined aqui-
fer level is nearly 600,000 acre-feet
below the minimum sustainability
target set by the state water engineer
and the clock is ticking toward the
deadline to meet the sustainability
target. Very hard decisions are com-
ing fast for all farmers in sub-district
No. 1.

These challenges will be met be-
cause farmers are some of the most
resilient and toughest people on
earth and the San Luis Valley has
some of the best and most progres-
sive farmers you will ever meet.
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Colorado CattleWomen announce new scholarship

CONTRIBUTED

COLORADO — The Colorado
CattleWomen announce the first
Legacy Scholarship. The Heather
Hays Stinnett Memorial Scholar-
ship honors Colorado CattleWom-
en Past President Heather Stinnett
and will be awarded to a woman
pursuing an undergraduate or grad-
uate degree.

Stinnett was a staunch advocate
for the beef industry and a proud
fifth generation Coloradoan who
traced her cattle industry heritage
to early Colorado statehood and
ranches homesteaded by ancestors
on both sides of her family. Stin-
nett’s agricultural credentials in-
clude serving as Colorado FFA Re-
porter, judging livestock at Seward
Community College and graduating

from Oklahoma State University
with degrees in animal science and
agricultural communications. She
and her family owned a feed store,
raised commercial cattle, and op-
erated a custom grazing enterprise.
Stinnett served as the president of
the CCW from 2017 to 2019. She
then served as the chair of the board
of directors for the American Na-
tional Cattlewomen in 2019.
Applications are being accepted
for the scholarship until April 1,
and the scholarship will be award-
ed in June at the 2024 Colorado
CattleWomen annual meeting in
Colorado Springs. Women who
are a Colorado resident, a junior, a
senior, or a graduate student at an
accredited four-year university or
college, majoring in agriculture or an
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continue to decline at an alarming
rate, prompting Subdistrict No. 1’s
creation of the (4th) Amended Plan
of Water Management (POWM).
PLANNING FOR
SUSTAINABILITY

Developed over the course of sev-
eral years with extensive input from
hydrologists, the Division 3 engineer
with Colorado’s Division of Water
Resources (DWR), the State Engi-
neer, members and board members of
Subdistrict No. 1 and board members
of the RGWCD, the POWM is a 41-
page document that outlines the most
aggressive plan yet.

Under the new POWM, for those
who continue to “overpump”, the
fee is raised to $500 an acre foot.
Should reduced pumping not be
accomplished with a $500 fee, Sub-
district No. 1 reserves the right to
increase it until water usage matches
replacement.

That fee is at the heart of the com-
plaint filed in court by three groups:
Sustainable Water Augmentation
Group (SWAG), Northeastern Water
Users Association (NEWUA) and
Farming Tech.

In June of 2023, the State Engineer
approved the groundwater manage-
ment plan included in the POWM.
He did not - nor was he asked to

— approve the increase to a $500 fee,
as that was outside the scope of his
approval.

In July, both the Subdistrict No. 1
board, comprised of farmers, and the
RGWCD board approved the plan.

At that point, the last step prior
to implementation involved going
to water court where it’s ultimately
up to Judge Gonzales, presiding, to
approve.

That “last step” was prevented from
being taken because the three groups
- SWAG, NEWUA and Farming Tech
- filed objections against both RGW-
CD for the $500 fee and the Division
of Water Resources for approving the
groundwater management plan.

At a status hearing in January,
Judge Gonzales agreed to delay the
trial for two years because of “law-
yers’ schedules”. As a consequence,
for the next 21 months, farmers in
those groups will be able to continue
to use water as they have been and
paying the $150 fees they’ve been
paying for depleting the aquifer be-
fore any action can possibly be taken.

When asked for his response to
the delay, Craig Cotton, Division
Engineer for Division 3 of Colorado’s
Division of Water Resources, said,
“We will be defending our approval
of the plan. We believe that the new
plan is appropriate, and the sooner
that new plan is in place, the better.
I’'m concerned that the level of water
in the aquifer continues to drop.”

agricultural related major aspiring ~ More information on the Heather tleWomen’s website at https://colora-
to work in or advocate for the beef Hays Stinnett Memorial Scholarship docattlewomen.org/colorado-cattle-
industry are encouraged to apply.  can be found on the Colorado Cat- women-legacy-scholarships/.
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Isit worth your time to do enterprise
analysis on your farm or ranch?

By LARRY BROWN
SLV Area Extension Ag Business Agent

Do you do financial analysis on the
different enterprises that make up your
farm or ranch operation? Or do you
only look at the whole farm or ranch
bottom line without breaking it down
into the different components that
make up the whole? I believe strongly
in the management value we gain from
analyzing each component enterprise, as
well as analyzing the operation, so you
will continue to hear alot from me about
enterprise analysis and the resulting
enterprise budgets.

What tends to happen is that we
keep books and run reports for taxes.
We pull information from those books
to project cash flow to present to our
lenders to secure our loans. But neither
tax accounting nor bank loan packages
give us the financial information in
the form we need to make the best
management decisions. We need to use
our information to know which com-
ponents of our operation are profitable,
and which may be losing money. One
of the powerful and relatively simple ag
business management tools is enterprise
analysis. And while most ag producers
I know have a real good idea of the
financial strengths and weaknesses of
their operation even without doing en-
terprise analysis, almost every time we
have assisted a producer go through the
analysis, they have discovered hidden
and very helpful information they had
been missing.

The process is to list all the revenues
generated by each specific enterprise
separately, list the production costs that
are directly related to just that enterprise,
and then allocate an appropriate portion
of the operations general overhead costs
to the enterprise. If you move your pota-
toes from storage to your own processing
or value-added marketing, we credit the
production enterprise with the regular
market value and charge that same
value to the processing enterprise. If you
raise your own replacement heifers, we
credit the cow-calf enterprise with the
market value of those heifers at weaning
and charge that same value to the heifer
development enterprise. This is how we
determine the actual value and profit-
ability of each separate component that
makes up the whole operation.

The resulting analysis gives you more
realistic breakeven prices, which be-
comes an extremely valuable marketing
tool. It makes it easier and more accurate

to forecast projections and to run a risk
analysis. For example, what would hap-
pen if my costs ended up 5 or 10 percent
higher than I project? What would hap-
pen if my revenues ended up being five
or ten percent lower? What would hap-
penifboth of those things happen? And,
on the other hand, what would happen if
my costs were five percent lower than I
projected and revenues were five percent
higher? From the enterprise analysis,
we automatically calculate this type of
sensitivity chart which helps you assess
risk. But my personal favorite benefit of
completing an enterprise analysis is that
once the base analysis is complete, in a
matter of a few minutes you can start
asking “what-if” management questions
and project scenario after scenario to
see the financial implications of making
management changes.

In SLV Area Extension, everything
we do is designed to foster healthy
youth and families, prosperous farms,
ranches, and businesses, and strong,
resilient, proud communities. When I
took on this job with Extension in May
of 2021, it was to rebuild the Extension
program and to provide Ag Business
management education. If you are
interested in learning the process of
enterprise analysis, and if you would like
some guidance in doing an enterprise
analysis on your operation, call me and
set up an appointment so we can get
started on the first few steps. Also plan to
participate in our third annual Ag Busi-
ness Management Workshop March 26
in the evening and March 27 during the
day. We will be presenting composite
enterprise budgets, which protects the
confidentiality of any specific producer,
developed from actual, 2023, San Luis
Valley financial numbers provided by
SLV producers. We will be presenting
and discussing budgets for potatoes,
seed potatoes, malting barley, alfalfa,
black oats or a similar forage cover crop,
and cow-calf enterprises. The workshop
will be held at the Rio Grande Water
Conservation District conference room
in Alamosa. For more information on
doing your own enterprise analysis, or
for more information on the enterprise
budget workshop, call Larry or Jennifer
at the SLV Area Extension office.

Larry Brown is the CSU Extension
Ag Business Agent and Area Director
for the San Luis Valley. You can contact
him at 719-852-7381, 719-850-2139, or
L.Brown@colostate.edu.
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