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ALAMOSA — Join the Friends 
of the SLV National Wildlife 
Refuges for a free bird walk on 
Saturday, April 20. Meet at 8 a.m., 
in the parking lot at the Alamosa 
Visitor Center at 9383 El Rancho 
Lane.  Dress for the weather with 
shoes suitable for hiking.  Bring 
binoculars if you have them, water 
and snacks, sun protection and 
insect repellent.  The walk will end 
around noon. Call 307-315-8003, 
for more information.

Sharon Adams 
Memorial 

Dedication
MONTE VISTA — The Sharon 

Adams Memorial Dedication 
ceremony is planned for 5:30 p.m. 
on May 1 at the west main entrance 
of Sargent High School.

A community baked potato 
dinner will follow in the school 
cafeteria from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Suggested donation is $10 per 
person and supports Sargent 
Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA). Live music will be provided 
by Celtic Knotz, including Kerry 
Adams.

Mental Health Fair 
in Moffat

SAGUACHE COUNTY  — 
The Baca Grande Ambulance 
Department will hold a Mental 
Health Fair  at  the  Moffat 
Consolidated School on April 18 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Are you, or do you 
know someone who is struggling? 
Need guidance on maintaining 
mental health? There is help. Learn 
about resources, financial aid, 
counseling programs, treatment 
for substance use disorders, and 
more.

Del Norte Food 
Bank distribution is 

April 20
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Food Bank will be open for its 
April distribution on Saturday, 
April 20, from 10 a.m. until noon. 
Anyone in need of food assistance 
is welcome. If you are unable to 
attend during distribution hours 
and need food assistance, call 
719-850-2643.

Bird migration 
walk April 20

Inside Today's
Center Post 

Dispatch

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — Center’s Economic 

Development Coordinator Keith 
Brockhurst recently announced the 
town is seeking all types of artists, 
young, old, amateur, or professional 
to submit community art project 
proposals as part of a beautification 

effort underway by the town.
People can fill out an application 

and submit their ideas. Online 
there are guidelines for submitting 
proposal applications. Some of 
the guidelines include providing a 
proposal perspective. Applicants are 
encouraged to provide a complete 

and concise description of their 
intended art project, including where 
they would like it to be placed, and 
why it fits with the community of 
Center.

People can submit more than one 
proposal, or submit more than one 
artistic project, in their proposal.

An additional guideline for the 
project is applicants are asked to 
submit visual aids for their projects. 
This can be in the form of a photo, 
a sketch, or anything that would 
provide a visual aid of the artwork, 
project, or idea. 

Town of Center seeking beautification project submissions

Please see PROJECT on Page 6A

By MARIE MCCOLM
MOFFAT — A benefit Mexican 

dinner is being held for Melinda 
Myers, a Moffat resident who lost 
her home in a fire. The non-profit, 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors is 
organizing the dinner for Myers from 
5 to 9 p.m. on Cinco De Mayo, Sunday, 
May 5, at the Moffat Town Hall, 401 
Lincoln Ave. 

Vice President of Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors Mary Lowers spoke about 
the event.

“Melinda Myers has lived in Moffat 
since 1994, in one of the oldest houses 
in town,” Lowers said. “Her house was 
built on or before 1910. Her house 
burnt down. There was absolutely 

nothing left of her house but the two 
brick chimneys.”

Lowers said that Myers lost 
everything in the fire, including her 
two beloved house cats.

“Melinda is a longtime Moffat 
resident and well known in both the 
Moffat and Crestone community. She 
worked for the county. She is very active 
in the community. She has milk goats 
and does the farmer’s markets. She’s 
a good person. We wanted to help 
her,” Lowers said. “We will be serving 
tamales, enchiladas, rice, beans, 
tortillas, chips, and banana bread. We 
will charge per plate for that. There will 
be a lesser price for kids under 10.” 

Lowers said that they are planning to 

make it fun. There will be a live auction 
and a dessert auction. 

“Along with all the great items up 
for auction, you can also purchase a 
dessert,” Lowers said. “The dessert 
auction will be of course dessert made 
by local people and auctioned off. You 
can buy a dessert, and go home with 
a dessert, it’s such a good deal. I think 
it will be a fun event. We are hoping 
to have a good turnout for Melinda.” 

Lowers said that Myers would also 
be at the dinner. People can meet and 
speak with Myers at the event. 

Lowers said that if people cannot 
make it to the dinner, Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors does have an 
account at Aventa Credit Union in 

Crestone.
“Everyone is welcome to walk into 

that credit union and let them know 
that they would like to donate to 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and in 
the memo check line they can reference 
the donation to Melinda Myers, for any 
amount they would like to contribute 
to help her. All contributions for her 
are very much appreciated, definitely 
going to a good cause,” Lowers said.

“You know, we pull together. We 
are country enough that we still pull 
together when someone has a disaster 
like this. Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
is all about helping people in crisis. 
We are happy to be able to do this for 
Melinda.”

Mexican dinner to help Moffat resident after tragic fire

Tree pruning workshop in Center
By COLORADO STATE 
FOREST SERVICE

CENTER — The Colorado State 
Forest Service will be offering a tree 
pruning workshop on Monday, April 
29, in Center. This workshop will be 
held at the Kiwanis Building at South 
Broadway Street and East 5th Street. 
The primary focus of the workshop will 
be the pruning of young trees from the 
ground without the use of a ladder. By 
using basic tools such as pruning shears 
and small pruning saws, participants 
will gain hands-on experience in basic 

and structural tree pruning techniques.
Trees add value to a property by 

accentuating a home’s architecture, 
enhancing aesthetics, providing summer 
shade and offering protection from 
winter winds. Trees benefits can be 
improved through pruning young trees 
to provide clearance over sidewalks and 
streets will help to minimize the number 
of large-diameter limbs removed in the 
future.

“It is better practice to remove 
branches while they are smaller,” says 
Sam Scavo, Forester at the CSFS Alamosa 

Field Office. It is much easier for a tree to 
heal over a 1- to 2-inch diameter wound 
versus a 5- to 6-inch diameter wound, 
the latter caused by removing a larger 
branch later in a tree’s life. It also is much 
more cost-effective to remove smaller 
branches than it is to remove larger ones. 

The following pruning topics will be 
covered:

• Developing and maintaining one 
dominant vertical stem.

• Branch spacing.
• Where to prune.
• How much to prune?

• Basic fruit tree pruning. 
Kamie Long, Western Slope Urban 

and Community Forestry Specialist with 
the CSFS, will be the guest instructor for 
the workshop. 

The workshop will be offered from 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on April 26 in the 
Center Kiwanis Building. The morning 
session will be classroom-based, with an 
afternoon field session. The cost of the 
workshop is $20, which includes lunch. 
Space is limited to 20 participants so be 
sure to register early. Call 719-587-0915, 
for reservations.

STAFF REPORT
SAGUACHE — Saguache County 

Sustainable Environment and 
Economic Development (ScSEED), 
in collaboration with the Saguache 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
the San Luis Valley Small Business 
Development Center are hosting 
Saguache County Business Coffee 
Hour. 

Coffee Hour is to help local 
businesses network and share ideas. 
The next Coffee Hour is on May 9, 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the Fourth 
Street Diner in Saguache. There are 
plans to move the hour around to 
different parts of Saguache every 
month. The Coffee Hour is currently 
being held the second Thursday of 
every month. 

Each Coffee Hour gathering will 

Courtesy photo

Saguache County Sustainable Environment and Economic Development (ScSEED), in collaboration with the 
Saguache County Chamber of Commerce and the San Luis Valley Small Business Development Center are 
hosting Saguache County Business Coffee Hour. The next Coffee Hour is May 9.

Groups come together for Saguache 
County Business Coffee Hour
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

GOING AWAY
CELEBRATION

Honoring the Outstanding Service
of

Chief
George Dingfelder

Wednesday, April 24, 2024
From 1 - 3 p.m.

at Monte Vista City Hall

Obituary
On April 1, 2024, Shawna Rae 

(Varner) Jones passed from this world 
into her heavenly home where she will 
now watch over all those she loved 
and treasured. Shawna had a personal 
relationship with Jesus and this brings 
much comfort to us all as we know we 
will be together again.

Shawna was born in Monte Vista, 
Colo., on May 25, 1975, to John and 
Sandra (Bryant) Varner, where she was 
welcomed home by her sister, Christy 
(Varner) Brady (Bert).

Her maternal Grandparents were 
Pete and Becky Bryant and her paternal 
Grandparents were Warren and Julia 
Varner.

Shawna was married to Mark Edward 
Jones, who remained her friend. Shawna 
was the very, very proud mother, friend, 
and confidant of her children, Tucker 
Lee Jones and Payton Makenzie Jones. 
They were the pride and joy of her life. 
Shawna also had a special relationship 
with Ethan, Emily, and Avery Ellithorpe 
and Baylor Phenix. All of whom she 
loved dearly. Her home was always open 
to kids who needed a little chill time, a 
little encouragement, a lot of fun, and 
unconditional acceptance.

Shawna also leaves behind her aunts 
and uncles, Tom and Sallie Hibbs; 
Virgil and Doris Varner; Elaine Varner; 
and Charles Bryant Jr., many adored 
nephews and nieces, cousins, a great 
family of in-laws, a slew of friends and 
her very loved Great Dane, Maddie.

Shawna was fun loving and full 
of energy from the start and would 
make friends wherever she went. She 
marched to the beat of her own drums 
while always reaching out to help others 
however she could. What she and her 
sister, Christy, could not think of to do, 
she and her friends certainly did.

Shawna would defend and stand 
behind those she loved, even when 
no one else did. Anyone who knew 
Shawna quickly learned that she was 
a hard worker, genuine, friendly and 
openly welcoming to others, sincere, 
very mischievous and ornery. Even her 
nurses and doctors got to experience 
the twinkle in her eye, a wink, and an 
ornery little smile as she teased them 
about something, even in the last days 
of her life.

Shawna excelled in gymnastics 
in school. She loved riding horses, 
especially her horse, Mr. Tibbs. She 
was always strong and could out wrestle 
many of the boys in her classes. Her love 
for sports was passed on to her children 
and one of their greatest pleasures was 
in watching and cheering on their 
favorite teams.

Shawna was a fighter and overcame 
many challenges throughout her life 
and then recently conquered cancer. 
She valiantly fought a genetic disease, 
hemochromatosis for the past several 
years that eventually destroyed her liver. 
In December Shawna learned

that she needed a liver transplant 
and she was first in line at Anshutz 
Hospital. While at Anshutz Shawna 
found that she had contracted a drug 
resistant bacteria that caused her body 
to go into sepsis. She was known for 

being stubborn and continued to be 
so through the end, fighting to not pass 
away on Easter but to wait until April 
Fools Day.

Shawna worked at Mountain 
Meadows Nursing Home as a teenager. 
As an adult, she worked as a nanny 
in Denver, Colo., at San Luis Valley 
Regional Medical Center as a Dialysis 
Technician, at the Monte Vista Animal 
Clinic as a Vet Tech, at Rocky Mountain 
Homes in charge of warranty and 
maintenance, Sargent Schools as a 
beloved substitute teacher and secretary, 
at Miller Coors as a Barley Purchaser, 
all in Monte Vista, Colo., and then at 
Golden Plains Insurance in Springfield, 
Colo.

Shawna’s cousin Charles Bryant III, 
summed it up perfectly: “The only 
comfort we have in sorrow is knowing 
that such a powerful feeling was only 
made possible by the joy that we have 
experienced. While immense, the gorge 
of sorrow is in direct proportion to the 
bounty of joy and love that Shawna 
selflessly gave. What feels like a void in 
our hearts with her departure is actually 
the inverse; she gave us so much that we 
struggle to carry forward or contain the 
weight of the love that was hers. As we 
regain our strength, we must carry this 
love and joy on to others. Sustaining that 
flame of love is one of the few tributes 
that would be worthy enough for such 
an angel as Shawna. Thank you for being 
the embodiment of sunshine, my dear 
cousin. I love you.”

Shawna did not want a funeral service. 
Instead, she wanted a celebration of life 
party, not only celebrating her life but 
each other and life itself. She lived life 
to the fullest, as should we in her honor. 
The party will be held April 27, 2024, at 
the Ski Hi Stampede Complex from 4 
to 8 p.m. Shawna left a legacy of love. 
Please come and share your memories 
and stories of this most special soul.

In Lieu of flowers, a memorial fund 
has been set up to help Shawna’s kids with 
expenses. If you would like to donate, 
please make checks out to Christy Brady 
with the memo of Shawna Memorial 
Fund and mail or bring to Frontier Bank 
at 808 Main Street or to Christy Brady 
at 209 West 4th Ave., Springfield, CO 
81073. You can also Venmo a donation 
to @Christy-Brady-15.

Shawna Rae (Varner) Jones

feature a special guest who can 
provide information and questions 
on certain topics. 

S c S E E D  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e 
importance of bringing business 
owners together to support one and 
other. At Coffee Hour business owners 
can share invaluable perspectives and 
gain different insights that can help 
each other’s businesses run more 
successfully and smoothly. 

 S c SE E D  i s  a  non - prof i t 

organization that helps communities 
and residents of Saguache County 
work together for a joint benefit. 
ScSEED supports small business 
development and cooperative 
enterprises. ScSEED also works 
to help preserve and protect rural 
agricultural convergence, in health 
and nature. ScSeed also works to 
increase educational, recreational, 
and group opportunit ies  for 
everyone.

Mark your calendars for May 9, and 
plan to attend the Saguache County 
Coffee Hour. You are encouraged 
to bring friends and colleagues 
with you. Open participation from 
business owners and interested 
people is the key to the ultimate 
success of the Coffee Hour. 

For more information, visit the 
Saguache County Business Coffee 
Hour Facebook page or the ScSEED 
website at scseedco.org 

COFFEE Continued from Page 1A

Saturday, April 20th from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Location: North 90 Property (at 
the North end of Hurt St. past the 
Valley Wide Cesar Chavez clinic)

Who Can Participate?
Center residents can bring most 

large items, debris, and recyclables 
to the dumpsters AT NO CHARGE 
on this day. 

N O  B A T T E R I E S  O R 
ELECTRONICS (computers, 
monitors, TVs, etc.) are accepted 
at the dump; NO PAINTS OR OILS 

are accepted.
All Burnable, (untreated wood, 

branches, etc.) Tires, and Metals 
must be separated from other 
debris; Washers, driers, fridges, 
ovens, etc. are all acceptable but 
must be separated.

A B S O L U T E L Y  N O 
HAZ ARD OUS MATERIALS 
(any item or agent - biological, 
chemical, radiological, and/or 
physical that has the ability to 
cause harm to humans, animals, 
or the environment.)

Al l  loads  are  subjec t  to 
inspection;

All loads must be covered and 
secured for transport. 

Free Dump Day Location:
The dumpsters will be located 

on the edge of Center’s North 90 
property. This is located at the 
North end of Hurt St. past the 
Cesar E. Chavez Family Health 
Clinic. 

For more information please 
contact Town Hall by calling 719-
754-3497 or visiting our office.

2024 Free Trash Dump Day
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Letter

Opinion & Editorial

Editor,
Meetings and news articles regarding 

a proposed National Conservation 
Area in Conejos County will continue 
for the foreseeable future. The Town 
of Romeo looks forward to continued 
discussion and receiving additional 
information about the proposed 
Conservation Area. These discussions 
will hopefully provide a gauge of the 
community support and desire for 

the Conservation Area.   
An article from Dec. 20, 2023, 

in the SLV Lifestyles lists Romeo 
as a community that supports the 
conservation area.  

The Board of Trustees of the Town of 
Romeo would like to clarify that at this 
time they do not support the creation 
of a National Conservation Area in 
Conejos County. Without further 
information of the impact on the local 

community, including area ranchers 
and residents, the Town will not take a 
stance in support of the creation of the 
Conservation Area. The impact on the 
community may be a mix of positive 
and negative outcomes. Hopefully, 
the planned discussions will provide 
the Town Board with the answers 
they need to voice an opinion on the 
Conservation Area, either in support 
of or opposition to. 

The potential benefit to the Town and 
community has not been demonstrated 
to the Town.  The Town anticipates 
working with community members, 
multiple agencies, organizations, and 
panels to define what the benefit may 
be to our Town and neighbors.  

The Town welcomes feedback from 
residents and neighbors near and far.

The Board of Trustees of the Town 
of Romeo

By MARK HILLMAN
Capitol Review

Although I am less optimistic, I 
still hold out hope that Colorado 
isn’t irretrievably doomed to 
follow California, Oregon and 
Washington into the hopeless abyss 
of Progressivism.

A few key indicators will soon 
reveal if we have passed the point of 
no return, including whether enough 
common-sense Democrats remain to 
stand with Republicans against the 
Far Left’s relentless assault on our 
Second Amendment rights.

Senate Bill 131 would prohibit 
licensed concealed-carry permit 
holders from carrying their 
guns in “sensitive spaces,” which 
sponsors Sen. Sonya Jaquez-Lewis 
(D-Boulder) and Chris Kolker 
(D-Centennial) defined as most 
places outside your home.

The bill would ban legal possession 
in these gun-free zones by licensed 
permit-holders.  It would, of course, 
do nothing to deter criminals whom 
Progressives prefer to coddle (for 
example, by killing a bill to increase 
the penalty for stealing a firearm).

Facts presented by David Kopel 
of Independence Institute reveal, 
based on a Washington Post 
analysis, 86% of mass shootings 
nationally occurred within these 
supposed gun-free zones.  Even 
after amendments, the bill would 
multiply opportunities available for 
mass shooters to target unarmed 
and vulnerable men, women and 
children.

Meanwhile, House Bill 1348 
would implement an absolutely 
ridiculous “safe storage” mandate 
for guns in vehicles.  Reps. Elizabeth 
Velasco (D-Glenwood Springs) and 
Lorena Garcia (D-Adams County), 
along with Sen. Jaquez-Lewis, 
would require gun owners who 
leave a firearm in a vehicle to store 

it in a “locked hard-sided container.”
OK, so you could put it in your 

locking glove box, console or trunk, 
right?  No, because the locked 
hard-sided container must be “out 
of plain view.”

This isn’t firearm safety; it’s 
“because we say so” harassment by 
Progressives who seem to believe 
lawful gun owners are more 
dangerous than drug dealers.

Sponsors clearly know little about 
responsible concealed-carry or gun 
safety because the interplay of these 
two bills, as writer Ari Armstrong 
points out, amounts to requiring 
permit holders to “frequently take 
the gun off of their person, where 
it is at almost no risk of theft, and 
place it in a vehicle where it is at 
higher risk of theft.”

Next, consider the recklessly 
named “assault weapon” ban by uber 
leftist Reps. Elizabeth Epps and Tim 
Hernandez, both D-Denver.

“Assault weapon” is a politically-
biased term which falsely implies 
that machine guns are readily 
available at your local gun store.  In 
reality, “assault weapons” as defined 
by HB 1292 are ordinary guns with 
cosmetic features that may look – 
but do not function – like military 
guns.

The bill purportedly addresses 
“certain firearms used in mass 
shootings.”  Again, Kopel reveals 
the facts:  Less than 10% of mass 
shootings involve a so-called 
“assault weapon.”  The bill declares, 
“assault weapons are not suitable 
for self-defense,” yet it allows police 
officers to use these same guns.  
Why do police officers choose their 
firearms?  “For only one reason: 
lawful defense of self and others.”

O t h e r  “a s s au l t  w e ap o n” 
characteristics (pistol grip, grip 
for the non-trigger hand, adjustable 
stock, barrel “shroud” or handguard) 

improve stability and accuracy.
“When law-abiding Colorado 

citizens are defending themselves 
against violent criminal attackers,” 
Kopel reasons, “the bill sponsors 
want victims to be forced to use 
firearms that are difficult to use.”

Other bills in the Progressive 
agenda of  harassing lawful 
gunowners:

• Force all gun owners to purchase 
liability insurance (HB 1270) or 
else petition a court to decree they 
cannot afford it.  Think criminals 
will comply?

• Impose an 11% sales tax (HB 
1349) on gun sales.  Guns sold 
illegally remain untaxed.

• Require eight hours of in-person 
instruction to obtain or renew a 
concealed-carry permit (HB 1174).  
Lawbreakers avoid the training 
requirement.

• Impose separate state licensing 
for legal firearms sellers (HB 1353), 
who are already subject to rigorous 
federal licensing.

Now consider that our state’s 
concealed-carry permit holders are 
39 times less likely to be arrested 
than the general public, based on 
reports county sheriffs submit 
annually to the legislature.

To anyone persuaded by facts 
or logic, these bills do not make 
Colorado safer.  Instead, they 
amount to arbitrary harassment of 
law-abiding gun owners to satisfy 
Progressive dogma.

C ol or a d o  vote rs  hand e d 
Democrats super-majorities in the 
Legislature.  We will soon learn 
whether enough common-sense 
Democrats remain to protect the 
rights of honest citizens.

Mark Hillman served as Senate 
Majority Leader and State Treasurer.  
To read more or comment, go to www.
MarkHillman.com. 

During World War II, Ernie Pyle, a 
famous war correspondent, traveled 
to and from the battlefields to report 
what was happening. He was quite 
famous and won a Pulitzer Prize 
before losing his life during the battle 
for Okinawa in the Pacific theater.

One of the most famous quotes 
attributed to him is “there are no 
atheists in a foxhole,” which means 
that when a person is under stress 
of war they tend to get up front and 
personal with God. Even the most 
hardened of men and women turn to 
a higher power for comfort and help.

Now personally I do not care what 
flavor — or no flavor — religion you 
may observe but it’s hard for me to 
look around this world and Universe 
and conclude there is no God. So Ol’ 
Dutch follows Him along to the best 
of my ability and, so far, it’s been a 
great ride.

There is not one of us who has 
not tried to make a deal with God if 
faced with a horrible circumstance. 
Sometimes things are so pressing 
that we even promise to go to Africa 
and convert the native people there if 
only He will get us out of this scrape 
we have found ourselves in.

And I have to admit somewhat 
reluctantly that I too have made a 
few “battlefield” promises if only God 
will just this once” rescue my foolish 
self. Of late, though, I have had quite 
a different thing going on with the 
Big Guy in the sky. And it all involves 
being in a bind, of course, as needing 
Him becomes more pressing in a 
situation we cannot control.

This all started some years ago when 
one of my cows had a calf who would 
not or could not nurse. Now to you 
that may not be an emergency but 
Ol’ Dutch has a tender heart and it 
looked bleak. I remember sitting on a 
bucket in the dark after many attempts 
to put the calf on a spigot and finally 
just gave up. In that “foxhole” when 
all hope was gone, I reached out to 
God and prayed “if you don’t help 
this little calf she is gonna die.” And 
in that moment the calf took one look 
at me and hooked up on her momma 
for that life-saving milk.

Shortly after that I lost something 
in the barn. I looked high and low and 
finally in a moment of desperation I 
asked for heavenly help once again 
and I swear that it appeared in plain 
sight right in front of me the next time 
I glanced down.

You may again ask if there is a moral 
to this story and I am so glad you did 
so I can finish this column on time. 
So I was telling these experiences to 
the granddaughters and they listened 
intently and of course from the mouth 
of babes comes great wisdom if we 
only take the time to hear.

Should have 
prayed first

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Grand #1 in her no nonsense, 
plain spoken and matter of fact 
manner simply said “Grandpa, you 
should have prayed first.” It was like 
a lightbulb suddenly turned on in my 
old noggin and I got to thinking that 
maybe, just maybe, God is interested 
in even the smallest things we need so 
I began to test Him on that premise.

Every time I “lost” something I 
would pray and just like clockwork it 
would appear and I began to get such 
confidence that I began to “pray first” 
even before I looked. And so far it’s 
working perfectly unless Ol’ Dutch 
lets himself get in a tizzy and forgets 
to pray. At that point I have to call in 
Miss Trixie and, while not as good as 
God, nor as patient, she finds what I 
am missing.

So, when you can’t find that nut or 
bolt, pliers or saw, spatula or casserole 
pan, say a little prayer and you will find 
that you suddenly remember where 
you put it. All except the casserole 
dish which Old Mrs Mcillicuddy stole 
from the last church social. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Continued discussion of the proposed National 
Conservation Area in Conejos County requested

Progressive gun control bills 
defy common sense
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Saguache County Landfill
FREE Landfill Dump Day!

2024 Free Landfill Dump Day Schedule:
• Saturday, April 20th from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Who Can Participate 
Saguache County residents can bring most large items, debris, and recyclables to the Saguache County 
Landfill AT NO CHARGE on this day.

• IMPORTANT:  Be ready with valid identification to show proof of residency to the cashier (picture ID or 
utility bill);

• NO ELECTRONICS (computers, monitors, TVs, etc.) are accepted at the landfill;
• APPLIANCES will only be accepted with proof or certification that Freon has been removed;
• All Burnable, (untreated wood, branches, etc.) Tires*, and Metals must be separated from other debris;
• ABSOLUTELY NO HAZARDOUS MATERIALS; 
• All loads are subject to inspection;
• All loads must be covered and secured for transport. 
*CRS 30-20-1408 – Saguache County Residents will be permitted to dump NO MORE than 6 tires 

per load on this day – ALL COMMERCIAL HAULERS will be charged at the regular per tire rate.
Saguache County Landfill Location
The landfill is located off of County Road 55 on 25125 Kelly Road, Saguache, CO.  Telephone – Direct Line to 
the Landfill:  719-221-1956

Regular Hours of Operation:  
• Sunday and Monday – Closed
• Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday:  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
• Saturday:  8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

*CALL AHEAD 719-221-1956 - If we are experiencing high winds on the 
day of the event…. to check the status of the landfill….Colorado requires 

us to shut the gates if the winds are at or above 25 mph.

Photo courtesy of RGC Emergency Manager Brian Burrell

An 802 Single Engine Air Tanker is stationed at the Kent Rominger Airport in Del Norte and will help fight 
wildland fires. Rio Grande County Emergency and Airport Manager Brian Burrell announced that CO Fire 
Aviation, a Colorado-based wildland firefighting aircraft company, plans to have the aircraft in the area for 
at least a year.

Firefighting air tanker stationed at Kent Rominger Airport
By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande 
County Airport and Emergency 
Manager Brian Burrell recently 
announced that the Kent Rominger 
Airport will be the temporary home 
to an Air Tractor 802 Single Engine 
Air Tanker that will be available to 
fight wildland fires in surrounding 
areas.

A single engine airtanker, or 
SEAT, is the smallest airtanker. 
These aircraft can deliver up to 800 
gallons fire retardant or water to 
wildland firefighters on the ground. 
They are ideal for wildfires in lighter 
fuels like grasses and sagebrush.

The San Luis valley is known for 
its high winds and as spring quickly 
approaches, the wind becomes a 
threat for fire danger in the Valley. 
According to Burrell, he had been 
planning to bring a firefighting 
aircraft to the airport and after going 
through the emergency plans for the 
airport, decided it was time to find 
a company to do that.

“These aircraft are strategically 
positioned throughout the state 
of Colorado. The aircraft sits until 
they are needed, and a contract has 
to be created once a need for this 
type of aircraft is required but the 
process goes really smooth once it is 
initiated. We live in an area where if 
a wild land fire does occur, we have 
to wait up to six hours or more to 
receive help. Having an aircraft like 

this stationed here would be a huge 
help,” explained Burrell.

CO Fire Aviation is the company 
that is stationing the 802 Single 
Engine Air Tanker at the airport in 
Del Norte and is one of the major 
companies that provide these types 
of aircraft during fire emergencies 
throughout the state. 

According to CO Fire’s mission 
statement, “As a state of Colorado 
company engaged in wildland fire 
suppression operations, we are 
challenged with working in high-
risk and dynamic environments 
that are not always predictable. It is 
the responsibility of each employee, 
cooperator and contractor to conduct 
aviation operations that have been 
planned properly, approved by 
management, that utilize the correct 
equipment and personnel, and are 
carefully executed per company 
Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) to minimize risk. Safety is 
CO Fire Aviation’s first priority, 
and CO Fire Aviation’s corporate 
leadership will always foster a 
culture that encourages employees 
to communicate unsafe conditions, 
policies or acts that could lead to 
accidents without fear of reprisal. 
All CO Fire Aviation’s employees 
will embrace the four components 
of a Safety Management System 
(SMS) which are identified as policy, 
risk management, assurance, and 
promotion, are critical to the success 

of safe operations.
Each CO Fire Aviation unit will 

staff all exclusive use, as well as, 
all Call When Needed/On Call 
contracted aircraft, assigned to 
any suppression missions, with 
fully trained and experienced 
personnel throughout the entire 
contract period. Additionally, CO 
Fire Aviation will ensure that any 

required support functions such as 
air tanker base reloading support, 
and fueling operations will be 
filled with trained and experienced 
personnel.”

Burrell explained that fire danger 
this time of year is high and that it 
is important to be prepared.

“We never want to use the aircraft, 
but to have it accessible. That is 

the thing that matters. It will also 
help economically. A pilot would 
be stationed here as well as a crew 
while firefighting operations are 
underway. They will be using 
community resources and bringing 
money to the area. It really is a good 
thing for the San Luis Valley,” he said.

The aircraft will be at the airport 
for the foreseeable future.

By HIGH VALLEY 

COMMUNITY CENTER
DEL NORTE — Soccer is in full 

swing, and the kids are having 
so  much fun learning 
to play as a team on 
the f ield.  Games 
are every Saturday 
at Chapman Park 
i n  Mont e  Vi s t a . 
We  wou l d  l ove 
to see you there 
in support of our teams!

Adult Open Field S o ccer  i s 
every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
Voss Field (3rd and Columbia). 
Anyone 18 and older is welcome to 
come join a rousing pick-up game 
of soccer. There is no fee to play. 
Join us for some fun community 
building on the soccer field!

The kids were able to practice 

their math and science skills in an 
engaging way! From combining the 
right ingredients to create slime to 

calculating angles and circles 
to build paper rollercoasters, 

they had so much fun 
learning in a way that 

they enjoyed. 
We also took an 

invigorating trip to 
the Gator Farm on 
Friday! We got to see 

all the cool  repti les 
and throw food to the 

gators. The kids were 
thrilled to be able to interact with 
the animals and learn about their 
ecology. 

Make sure to check our website 
to see the updates on activities for 
this week! We can’t wait to jump 
back into all the fun. 

Week has been a blast
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Your Future Begins Today!

Home Loans
Purchase | Refinance | Construction

Rental Home Loans
Purchase | Refinance | Construction

Call Alamosa 719-589-2536 or Monte Vista 719-852-5933 today!

NMLS#421822

By SAN LUIS VALLEY 
HEALTH

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Health is thrilled to announce a 
significant enhancement in pediatric 
healthcare in the Pediatrics Clinic, 
thanks to a collaboration with 
Children’s Hospital. This initiative 
brings specialized care teams directly 
to the patients in Alamosa, making 
advanced and highly specialized 
healthcare accessible right where it’s 
needed.

In early April, SLVH welcomed 
Dr. Joyce Oleszek and the Pediatric 
Rehabilitation Medicine team, along 
with Dr. Seema Bansal’s Neurology 
team from Children’s Hospital. 
This effort provided families the 
convenience of specialized care in the 
familiar setting of their pediatrician’s 
office, demonstrating SLVH’s ongoing 
commitment to healthcare excellence 
within the San Luis Valley.

A special acknowledgment to Kelly 
Gurule, SLVH Foundation Director, 
who played a pivotal role in securing 

funding for two new hydraulic patient 
beds, significantly enhancing the care 
experience for the young patients. 
These beds were made possible by 
the generous donations from SLVH 
employees through their annual giving 
campaign, underscoring the collective 
effort and spirit of the organization.

SLV Health looks forward to hosting 
the Pediatric Cardiology and Pediatric 
Development teams from Children’s 
Hospital in the coming months. These 
specialists (along with the Rehab 
and Neurology teams) will visit on a 
rotating basis, further ensuring that 
children from this community have 
access to the care they need, when 
they need it.

For inquiries or further details, 
please reach out to the SLV Health 
Pediatric office at 719-589-8004. This 
collaboration with Children’s Hospital, 
supported by the dedication and 
generosity of our staff, marks a step 
forward in providing comprehensive, 
specialized pediatric care closer to 
home for the families of the San Luis 
Valley.

Courtesy photo

The picture is of SLVH’s Pediatrician, Dr. Jason Kalan, inspecting the new bed that raises and lowers in the 
clinic setting.

SLVH offers specialty care in Pediatrics 
from visiting Children’s Hospital

Courtesy of Visit Alamosa

Alamosa was named the nation’s ‘Best Small Town Cultural Scene’ by USA 
TODAY. Criteria used to nominate towns included a population of under 
25,000 and outstanding examples of cultural attractions such as museums, 
art galleries, performing arts and a strong collection of local events.  

Alamosa named nation’s ‘Best Small Town Cultural Scene’ by USA TODAY
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — After a month of 
community involvement in casting daily 
votes preceded by a rather stunning and 
highly competitive nomination process, 
USA TODAY announced that Alamosa 
has been named the winner of the “2024 
USA Today 10BEST Readers’ Choice 
award for Best Small Town Cultural 
Scene”.  

“We’re definitely excited,” says Kale 
Mortensen, executive director of Visit 
Alamosa who was informed of the 
victory. “We’re also not surprised. We’re 
proud of our website and proud of our 
team and what we’re able to accomplish. 
But we’re also given such great resources 
with the community that we’re able to 
showcase — all these partners and the 
non-profits, like Society Hall and the Rio 
Grande Farm Park and too many others 
to name. This really is a community 
win. And that’s why we think this is 
really the best category — Best Small 
Town Cultural Scene. It’s everyone in 
the community who creates this sense 
of place and this culture.” 

Winning this award was far from an 
easy accomplishment, starting with the 
fact that towns played no role in being 
nominated.   

 Instead, 20 nominees were selected 
by a panel of journalists, editors from 
USA TODAY and 10Best.com, expert 
contributors and sources from other 
Gannett properties. 

Criteria used to nominate towns 
included a population of under 25,000 
and outstanding examples of cultural 
attractions such as museums, art 
galleries, performing arts and a strong 
collection of local events.  

Once the panel finalized the nominees, 
towns were notified. 

“Sometime around March, we just got 
an email from USA TODAY that said, ‘hey 
you’ve been nominated in this category for 
this award’ and when the voting started,” 
Mortensen says. “We found out that USA 
TODAY’s journalists and editors put up 
the nominations. So, I’m not exactly sure 
how that happened but we certainly felt 
it was well-deserved for the community. 
We were excited and thought about 
how can we make the best of this? We 
definitely wanted to win, so we pulled in 
the community and started a campaign.”  

Once notified of the nomination, 
voting started and lasted over the next 
30 days. 

“This campaign was truly a team effort,” 
says Samantha Bogle, Visit Alamosa 
Communications Specialist. “We all 
pulled together to make it possible. Beth 
(Sumner, destination development) 
and Savannah (Schlaufman, director 
of marketing) are rock stars and their 
insights, passion, and commitment to 
the team are truly valuable.” 

“It was wire to wire,” Mortensen says, 
“and we watched the leader board every 
day. But then they took it down the last 
week and that’s when we got kind of 
anxious.” 

All the work paid off. While the top 10 
nominees are allowed to call themselves 
winners by virtue of the fact that they 
were nominees, Alamosa actually came 
in with the highest number of votes. 
The final tally has not been shared with 
Mortensen.   

When it comes to what he thinks 
makes Alamosa so worthy of the honor, 
Mortensen says, “I can’t really showcase 
one thing over another because it’s 
really a collection of everything. There’s 
the Heritage Area and Cinco de Mayo 
but also just the people who are here. 
We always get comments on google or 

yelp, it’s about the warm hospitality. It’s 
the people. There isn’t just one thing we 
can point to and say, ‘this is why we’re so 
great.’ It’s a million little things that truly 
make this such a great place.” 

“As a Valley Native, I feel pride and 
excitement and I hope others do too,” says 
Bogle. “I think that sometimes Alamosa 
gets the cold shoulder in the media so to 
be recognized on such a big platform for 
such a special reason warms my heart. 
We wouldn’t have been able to do this 
without the community’s voice.” 

“I feel so grateful to be a part of such a 
vibrant and dynamic community,” says 
Elizabeth Sumner. “This recognition, 
on this scale, is something I hope the 
entire community is incredibly proud 
of. Community is what makes the 
culture and we have a truly amazing 
community.” 

“This is such a big win for the 
community, to have a national spotlight 
on the rich culture of Alamosa,” says 
Schlaufman. “Our team at Visit Alamosa 
is so lucky that we get to see and 
experience how unique and special the 
culture here is every day. It’s moving to see 
how many more people also recognize 

how special Alamosa truly is. 
“You can bet on the fact that Visit 

Alamosa will be making the most of this 
incredible opportunity! We are already 
such huge proponents of Alamosa’s 
culture and heritage, so this win aligns 
beautifully with our marketing plans 
for 2024.” 

“Growing up here…I know the 
younger mentality,” Mortensen says. 
“You can’t wait to get out and see what 
the rest of the world has, but you find 
yourself always wanting to come back 

here. This is the community where I 
grew up. This is where I met my wife who 
has come to love Alamosa. The sense of 
community you have – you just don’t get 
it anywhere else.  

“Unfortunately, sometimes it takes 
someone from outside of here to make us 
realize what we have, which really comes 
down to the diversity of people – those 
who have lived here for generations and 
those who come here from someplace 
else…all come to love Alamosa.  And 
there’s a lot here to love.”
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When I read the Bible, I am always 
fascinated by how many times the 
Lord tells us to “put on” or “put off” 
different things. Ephesians 6 is a perfect 
example—and it’s one of the most well-
known passages in the New Testament.  

Ephesians 6:11(AMPC) tells us to 
“Put on God’s whole armor [the armor 
of a heavy-armed soldier which God 
supplies], that you be able successfully to 
stand up against [all] the strategies and 
the deceits of the devil.”

The words “put on” are very 
important. I have never walked into my 
closet and had my clothes or shoes jump 
onto my body. I have always had to put 
them on—it’s a choice. So, what does 
God tell us to put on?

The Belt of Truth: Ephesians 6:14 
says, “Stand therefore [hold your 
ground], having tightened the belt of 
truth....”

The belt of truth is the Word of 
God. And just like a physical belt holds 
everything together, God’s Word is our 
support and foundation. This means 
when trouble comes and you’re tempted 
to give up or blow up—that’s when you 
want to tighten your belt and trust the 
Word of God more than ever!

The Breastplate of Righteousness: 
Ephesians 6:14 (NKJV) says to “...put on 
the breastplate of righteousness.” 

It’s sad how many Christians walk 
around feeling like something is wrong 
with them. For years, I was one of them. 
If I sinned, I would torment myself 
by allowing myself to feel guilty and 
condemned.

However, the Bible says we have been 
made right with God through Jesus’ 
death on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
This means we can have the mindset that 
says, “I am a child of God—He loves me, 
and I am forgiven.”

This doesn’t mean we can just sin and 
do whatever we want. But it means when 
we make mistakes, we can go to God, 
sincerely confess our sins, then receive 
His gift of forgiveness—no strings 
attached (1 John 1:9).  

Shoes of Peace: Ephesians 6:15 (NLT) 
says, “For shoes, put on the peace that 

comes from the Good News so that you 
will be fully prepared.” 

As a believer, one of the most 
important things you can do is stay in 
peace. Peace is your position of power! I 
encourage you to keep your peace at any 
cost. If someone upsets you, take a few 
moments to walk away and ask God for 
His help. Talk to Him and say, “Help me 
to stay calm, Lord. Help me to keep the 
peace.” Because in your battles against 
the enemy, peace is power.

Shield of Faith: Ephesians 6:16 
(AMPC) says, “Lift up over all the 
[covering] shield of saving faith, upon 
which you can quench all the flaming 
missiles of the wicked [one].”

Faith is something that God has given 
us, but it must be released in our lives—
through praying, through saying, and 
through doing.

During a crisis, it’s easy to run to a 
friend for help, and sometimes we need 
to talk to other people. However, our 
first reaction to a problem should be to 
run to God and pray for His strength, 
guidance, and deliverance.   

Our words are also extremely 
powerful. In fact, the Bible says, “The 
tongue has the power of life and death...” 
(Proverbs 18:21 NIV). When we line 
up what we say with the Word of God 
and declare His promises over our lives, 
we are speaking faith-filled words that 
improve our situation.

Finally, what we do makes all the 
difference. Sometimes our circumstances 
can feel pretty scary. But those are the 
times when it’s most important to step 
out in faith and do what God has placed 
in our heart to do.

Helmet of Salvation: Ephesians 
6:17 tells us to put on “the helmet of 
salvation.” I believe God is saying that we 
should think like a child of God. 

First Corinthians 2:16 (AMPC) says 
“we have the mind of Christ.” This means 
we can line up our thoughts with God’s 
Word and think like God thinks—good, 
positive, hopeful, believing thoughts.

Don’t be a garbage dump for the 
enemy’s thoughts. Keep your helmet 
on...and keep believing! 

Are You Wearing Your Armor?

Sword of the Spirit: The Sword of 
the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17) is the Word 
of God, and it’s our primary offensive 
weapon against the enemy. As I 
mentioned, our words carry tremendous 
power; and when we speak God’s words 
out of our mouths, we are combatting 
the enemy and helping to bring to pass 
God’s good plan for our lives. 

When you’re under attack, speak out 
God’s Word. When you’re overwhelmed 
and feel like giving up, declare, “I can do all 
things through Christ Who strengthens 
me” (Philippians 4:13 NKJV).

When it looks like things aren’t going 
well, purposely choose to say what God 
says about you—things like, “God has a 
good plan for my life—plans for me to 
prosper...plans to give me hope and a 
great future!” (Jeremiah 29:11.) 

As you do, you will be clothed and 
ready to meet every single battle that 
comes your way. You will go out with 
God’s full armor and be dressed for 
battle.  

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-part teaching resource Winning 
Life’s Battles You can also contact us 
to receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has 
authored more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

The city would also l ike 
applicants to outline the estimated 
cost for their project, including 
materials and what the applicant 
is charging for the project. 

A timeline of how long it will 
take to complete the project is also 
being requested.

The city is also asking interested 
parties to state why they would be 
a good person to choose for the 
selected project. 

The deadline for applications 
is 5 p.m. on Friday, April 26. 
Applications are available at 
Center Town Hall. Completed 
applications can be emailed to 

keith@centerco.gov with the 
subject downtown beautification 
project. A hard copy of the 
completed application can also be 
taken to Center Town Hall, 294 S. 
Worth St. 

A selection committee will 
review the applications and 
contact the people behind the 
top proposals. The committee is 
hoping to discuss and contact 
artists no later than May 10. The 
committee is hoping to have 
projects begun by May 15, and 
completed by Sept. 1. 

For more information, call 719-
754-3497.

PROJECT Continued from Page 1A

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Del Norte Town Trustee Shelly Burnett will be sworn in as the new Mayor 
of Del Norte on May 8 and will be the first female mayor for the town. 
Burnett’s focus is to increase transparency for the town and looks forward 
to working with the community.

Burnett to serve as first 
female mayor for Del Norte
By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — In the April 
election for the Town of Del Norte, 
voters elected Shelly Burnett to the 
Mayoral seat, and she is the first female 
mayor for the Town of Del Norte. 

Burnett won in a landslide race 
against incumbent Mayor Chris 
Trujillo and candidate Shawn Goforth. 
Trujillo served as mayor for 14 years 
and trustee for four years before his 
position as mayor. 

In an interview with Burnett, 
the new mayor of Del Norte made 
it abundantly clear that she plans 
to increase transparency with her 
constituents.

“I have served as trustee for four 
years. I was sworn into office during 
2020 and the COVID pandemic. It was 
a learning curve to say the least and 
the one thing I plan on right away, is 
being as transparent as I possibly can 
with my constituents. All too often 
I have been approached and asked 
why no one hears about plans from 
the town, well, my first goal is to fix 
that,” she said.

Burnett spoke about her fellow 
board members stating, “I think we 
have a great board and I think we all 
have some wonderful ideas to bring 
to the table. Del Norte is growing, 
and we need to embrace it. We need 
to focus on the future and close the 
book on the past one way or another.”

When asked what she plans to do 
to increase transparency in the town, 
Burnett laughed and said that she 
would start with the simple things.

“We need to keep things simple. 
It’s really not that hard,” she said. “I 
plan to get the Zoom meetings up 
and going and to work on making 
the website more user friendly. We 
want the community to come and 
share ideas with us and to hear what 
the people have to say.”

Some of the things that Burnett is 
looking forward to is creating more 
opportunities to show how great a 
community Del Norte is.

“We have so many wonderful things 
here. For instance, the Music in the 
Park program. We can really boost 
that up and partner with other events 
like the Mercado and Rhythms on the 
Rio,” she said.

Burnett would also like to see 
about bringing businesses in to fill 

some of the vacant buildings along 
Main Street.

“We  h ave  t h e  d ow ntow n 
revitalization project starting this 
summer and I think we can work 
with organizations around the Valley 
to offer an incentive to new business 
owners to come here,” she said. “We 
need some kind of retail store, like 
hardware or something similar. We 
have a great community and so much 
potential.”

Other projects Burnett has on her 
list of things to do include affordable 
housing, the 9th Street project, and 
fixing the roads around town.

“We have to look at things that are a 
priority and I realize that, but we can 
start the conversation. We can look at 
our options some more and again, we 

can hear what the people would like 
to see,” she said.

Burnett will be sworn in on May 
8 alongside the new trustees. A 
celebration for outgoing Mayor Chirs 
Trujillo will be held at Los Chavalos 
Mexican Restaurant on May 3. 

In Print & Online
www.centerpostdispatch.com

Valley Publishing 719-852-3531
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CONTRIBUTRED
MONTE VISTA — Lorraine and 

Amy will be sharing their music ministry 
at 7 p.m. on April 19, at the Valley Church 
of the Nazarene in Monte Vista.

The local duo has been writing and 
sharing their original music since 
2017.  Their third album is currently 
in production.

“We are so blessed to be able to 
share the hope and love found in 

Jesus Christ in such a fun way,” the 
duo stated. 

They contribute their lasting 
friendship and ministry to having 
God in it.

“When you put God first and give 
Him the glory in all that you do, He 
blesses it,” they stated. “This is a lifelong 
learning process, any unperfect servant 
of God would agree.”

Lorraine and Amy will be joined 

by friends and local musicians Kathy 
Herrera and Heather Hefner on bass 
guitar and flute.

Elaine Meyer will be traveling from 
Colorado Springs to join the group 
for this special evening of worship 
and praise.

The concert is free and open to 
the public. The Valley Church of 
the Nazarene is at 228 Madisen St., 
Monte Vista.

Courtesy photo

Lorraine and Amy will be sharing their music ministry at 7 p.m. on April 19, at the Valley Church of the 
Nazarene in Monte Vista.

Lorraine and Amy 
performing April 19 in MV

By KHRYSTYNN CANO
SANE Nurse

Tu Casa, Inc. is proud to announce 
that it is Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner 
(SANE) program is steadily growing 
and expanding. The program’s main 
purpose is to provide compassionate 
and customized services to victims 
of sexual assault here in the San Luis 
Valley. Without this local service, 
survivors would need to travel outside 
of the valley for care.

Tu Casa, Inc. is staffed with two 
sexual assault nurses currently, Sarah 
Herrera and Khrystynn Cano, who 
are on call and available 24 hours a 
day. These nurses have specialized 
training in forensic, psychosocial, 
and medical treatment of patients 
after a sexual assault. They can treat 
patients’ medical needs and gather 
forensic evidence for patients who 
have been sexually assaulted using 
trauma informed care. Trauma 
informed care focuses on the patient 
as a whole and cares for patients with 
compassion. This care considers both 
the survivors’ acute care needs and 
the possible long-term effects of a 
sexual assault to guide treatment and 
evidence collection.

The SANE program at Tu Casa, Inc. 
enables sexual assault survivors to get 
treatment customized and tailored 
to them with discussions between 
them and the nurse present. Many 
people are not aware that there are 
several options to report sexual assault 
crimes, which include reporting 
to law enforcement, forensics, or 
not reporting and just focusing on 
medical needs. There are also options 
for delayed reporting with evidence 

collection. Some patients might only 
want a medical exam or medication 
to prevent pregnancy or a sexually 
transmitted infection. Other patients 
may opt for a full head-to-toe physical 
examination while some might want 
to collect complete forensic evidence 
with supportive documentation 
for prosecution. The beauty of this 
customized care is that it is patient 
driven and can include whatever the 
patient is seeking as we are here to 
support them in this time of crisis. 
The SANE nurses are trained to guide 
and assist survivors through this very 
tough process.

After an exam is completed by 
our SANE nurse, our team at the 
Tu Casa Program and the SLV CAC 
continue care by ensuring the patients 
have the resources and follow-up 
care they require. The beauty in this 
collaboration for continued care is that 
together, our staff can care for victims 
of sexual assault from the beginning 
onward using a multi-disciplinary 
team approach. 

If you or someone you know is a 
victim of sexual assault or abuse, please 
reach out to Tu Casa, Inc. for support. 
We offer a 24/7 hotline, 719-589-2465. 
A person will answer, speak to you 
about your situation, and reach out to 
the necessary resources in the event of 
sexual assault or child sexual abuse. 

Tu Casa, Inc. is here to serve 
people who have experienced sexual 
assault and child sexual abuse. All 
services offered at Tu Casa, Inc. are 
confidential and free to anyone who 
has experienced domestic violence, 
sexual assault, child sexual abuse, 
stalking, and human trafficking. 

Tu Casa, Inc. 
SANE Program



Page 8A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, April 18, 2024

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — The Sangre de Cristo 

National Heritage Area (SdCNHA) has 
received a grant from the National Park 
Foundation’s ParkVentures program to 
provide new supplies and equipment 
for both of its annual youth programs 
and to enhance the activities and 
sites students will be taken to in each 
program. 

These programs include their 
Caminos del Valle Youth Walking Tours 
and the SdCNHA Heritage Camp. Both 
of SdCNHA’s programs take place in the 
spring and early summer every year.  
The organization will be expanding 
their numbers to ten students for the 
Youth Walking Tours this year. 

Applications are still open for 
students interested in participating in 
the Heritage Camp. The organization 
hopes that these increased funds will 
be able to provide more students with 
access to the history in their home 
communities and get them interested 
in a possible future career in historical 

and environmental preservation.
The National Park Foundation’s 

ParkVentures program awards grants 
to equity-focused outdoor leaders 
and organizations for projects and 
activities that promote access, eliminate 
barriers, and offer positive, memorable 
experiences to engage individuals and 
communities that have historically 
been excluded from national parks and 
outdoor recreation. The program’s goal 
is to help people create and strengthen 
life-long relationships and national 
parks.

SdCNHA was designated to promote, 
rehabilitate, and interpret unique 
historical, geographic, cultural, and 
natural resources. They endeavor to 
preserve and protect the integrity of 
our area and encourage stewardship 
for all generations through community 
collaboration. 

To learn more about the work 
SdCNHA does, follow them on social 
media or visit their website at www.
sangreheritage.org.

Photo courtesy of Alina Marquez with Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area

The Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area (SdCNHA) has received a grant from the National Park Foundation’s 
ParkVentures program to provide new supplies and equipment for both of its annual youth programs.

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 
receives grant to enhance youth programs
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Two headliner worthy artists — Ray Bonneville, left, and Seth Walk, 
right — will be sharing the Society Hall stage for a concert on April 21.

By SOCIETY HALL
ALAMOSA — Society Hall is thrilled 

to welcome Ray Bonneville and Seth 
Walker — two headliner-worthy artists 
sharing the stage on the same night at 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 21.

Bonneville and Walker will each do 
their own set and will also play together 
on some songs. Doors at 400 Ross Ave., 
Alamosa, open at 6:30 p.m. with the show 
beginning at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $20 and 
are available online at www.societyhall.
org and in Alamosa at The Green Spot, 
711 State Ave. The concert will also 
stream live on both the Society Hall 
Facebook page and You-Tube channel.

The Society Hall board is so excited to 
have these two amazing artists sharing a 
show at Society Hall.

Bonneville is described as “Bluesy 
Americana stripped down to its essentials 
and steeped in a humid southern vibe” 
which sort of covers it but does not 
describe the power of the deep groove 
he delivers through that bluesy grit. 
An amazing talent on guitar, harp, and 
vocals, he will transport you to many 
compelling places along his musical 
journeys. He also contributed a harp 
track on the song “Safety Zone” from 
Eliza Gilkyson’s latest CD “Home.”

Whether performing solo or fronting 
a band, playing electric or acoustic guitar, 
Bonneville allows space between notes 
that adds potency to every chord, lick, 
and lyric. Often called a “song and groove 
man,” he began writing his own music 
after two decades working as a studio 
musician, playing rowdy rooms with 
blues bands, and living hard. He’s since 
released nine albums, won Canada’s 
Juno award and other prestigious 
honors, earned wide critical acclaim, 
and garnered an enthusiastic following 
in the U.S., Canada, and Europe.

Walker has been collecting rabid fans 
since he appeared on the Americana 
scene many years ago. Says Society Hall 
board member and area musician and 
producer Don Richmond, “I had the 
opportunity to see Seth and his trio a 
couple years ago at the Four Corners 
Folk Fest, and I have to say it was the 
coolest and most engaging set of music 
I’ve seen in a long time — effortless 
and fluid, cruising through and across 
stylistic boundaries like they never 
existed, seemingly focused on one thing 
— connecting with the people and lifting 
them up. Don’t miss this guy!”

Over the last decade, Walker has 
become recognized as one of the most 

Society Hall hosts powerhouse double bill of Bonneville and Walker
revered Americana artists in the United 
States; a three-dimensional talent who 
combines a gift for melody and lyric 
alongside a rich, Gospel-drenched, 
Southern-inflected voice with a true-
blue knack for getting around on the 
guitar.

In 2022, Walker released, “I Hope 
I Know,” his eleventh studio album. 
Produced by Jano Rix of The Wood 
Brothers, the collection is a beacon 
of light, written and recorded during 

the dark times of the pandemic. Each 
song burns bright with what fans 
have come to love about Walker: 
stylistically diverse influences, pure soul 
in his delivery, contemplative lyrics, and 
musical movement both geographic 
and spiritual.

Don’t miss one of the most amazing 
evenings of music Society Hall has ever 
hosted — Bonneville and Walker sharing 
the stage at Society Hall, on Sunday, 
April 21.
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By MARIE MCCOLM
SAGUACHE — The Saguache 

County Museum is proud to 
announce 65 years of service to the 
community. The museum is kicking 
off the celebration on Sunday, May 26, 
Memorial Day.

The museum will be open with free 
admission beginning at 9 a.m. that 
day. There will also be a traditional 
parade beginning at 11 a.m., with the 
theme “Just Like We Used To.” The 
Mountain Valley School Lifestyles 
Class has chosen to direct the parade. 
They will be providing the emcee for 
the parade and putting together all the 
fine details for it. The Grand Marshall 
for the parade will be Judy Bunker. 

The excitement does not stop there. 
There will also be vendors in Otto 
Mears Park all day, along with a car 
and antique tractor show all day. There 
will also be barrel train rides for the 
kids following the parade. The antique 
tractor club will be hosting the rides 
for the children.

Awards will be handed out to 

winners in various categories of the 
parade, car show, and other events 
that will be taking place that day, 
including vehicles, float entries into 
the parade, dancing, and a children’s 
bike decorating contest. 

Food will be chosen, and lunch will be 
served at noon, along with a community 
play. Both will be held at the Community 
Building in Otto Mears Park with the play 
beginning at 1:30 p.m., after lunch. The 
play is titled “Valley Echoes.” The play 
will portray historical people of Saguache 
County and is under the direction of 
Virginia Drake. 

The Saguache County Museum began 
in 1959 as a municipal improvement 
venture, in celebration of Colorado’s 
Centennial Anniversary. Saguache 
County had just finished building a 
new jail, and the old one was set to be 
demolished. Members of three different 
clubs who collaborated on the idea for 
the museum, asked Saguache County 
not to demolish the jail, so that the site 
could be used as a “historical place.” 

The establishment was saved 

and became the Saguache County 
Museum. It was collaboratively 
decided that the little museum would 
be opened as a celebrated display of 
history, in Saguache Town Hall.

The museum is celebrating 65 years 
this year. There are volunteers who 
make up the board of directors for the 
museum. The museum is completely 
non-profit and is also separate from 
the Saguache County government. 

The museum opens annually on 
Memorial Day and closes for the 
season on Labor Day. 

Everyone is invited to enjoy the fun 
events and partake in all the festivities 
that are planned to honor the 65 years 
that the museum has been opened, the 
anniversary of the Saguache County 
Museum. 

There is also still time to sign up to 
be a part of the parade. The last day to 
sign up will be May 15. 

For more information on the parade, 
contact Laura Abeyta, Chair of the 
Parade Committee at lauraabeyta01@
gmail.com.

Saguache County Museum 
to celebrate 65 years

Courtesy photo

A Teddy Bear Clin-
ic is scheduled for 
April 20 at Hope and 
Home in Alamosa.

Teddy Bear Clinic: positive associations 
for foster kids and doc visits

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Did you know that 

stuffed animals get boo-boos too? 
When they do, they go to the Hope 
and Home Teddy Bear Clinic.

When children enter the foster 
care system, they do so with a history 
of hurt, brokenness, and distrust of 
people. Many children in foster care 
can recall the day they had to visit 
a doctor to have their health and 
wellbeing assessed — sometimes 
including documentation of injuries or 
evidence of neglect. Can you imagine 
how traumatic this would be to a young 
child who feels alone in the world? 
Enter, the Teddy Bear Clinic.

Hope and Home’s “Teddy Bear 
Clinic” is all about helping children 
create positive associations with the 
medical community. Foster children 
bring their favorite stuffed animal in 
for a wellness check, which includes 
a general workup, an eye exam and 
a dental cleaning. In some cases, a 
“stuffy” in really bad shape may require 
a visit to the triage unit for MRI’s, 
X-ray’s, and surgery.

We are happy to sew up a bear in 
need of more stuffing, glue on a new 
eyeball, or provide a bandage or two for 
a “scraped knee.” While all this may be 
make-believe, the healing and catharsis 
a child experiences is real. 

Getting to meet real doctors and 
nurses and comfort their stuffed 
animal through each station of the 
Teddy Bear Clinic is deeply therapeutic 
for children who have only known 
fear and confusion in the context 
of a doctor’s visit. We would like 
to say a huge thanks to SLV Health 

for sponsoring this transformative 
event both financially and through 
volunteerism.

While The Teddy Bear Clinic is 
designed for children in foster care, any 
child can come. It will take place on 
Saturday, April 20, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

at Hope and Home, 605 3rd St., Alamosa. 
If you have ever considered 

becoming a foster parent, this event 
would be a great opportunity to meet 
some local professionals and get more 
information. To RSVP, email Annie 
Reed, at areed@hopeandhome.org.

By COLORADO DE-
PARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES

DENVER — April 30 is the last 
day to apply for Colorado’s Low-
income Energy Assistance Program 
(LEAP). LEAP helps eligible indi-
viduals and families pay a portion 
of winter home heating costs 
by making a one-time 
payment directly to the 
utility company on 
behalf of each LEAP-
eligible household. 
This season, eligible 
families can expect 
to receive between 
$200 to $1,000 in energy 
assistance, depending on 
the type 
of heat-
ing fuel, 
house-
h o l d 
income 
a n d 
other factors.

“It’s not too late for Coloradans 
to apply for LEAP,” says Theresa 
Kullen, LEAP manager. “The extra 
money that LEAP provides to help 
pay home energy bills can make a 
difference for the nearly 500,000 
Coloradans who have reported 
finding it very difficult to pay basic 

household expenses recently.”
To qualify for LEAP, Coloradans 

may have an income of up to 60 
percent of the state median income. 
This equates to a household income 
of less than $71,112 a year for a fam-
ily of four. For a further breakdown 
of income requirements, visit the 
LEAP website. 

Additionally, LEAP recipi-
ents must pay home heat-

ing costs directly to a 
utility company or 
landlord as part of 
their rent and have at 
least one U.S. citizen 
or permanent legal 

resident of the U.S. 
living in the household.

To access the LEAP ap-
plication, 

v i s i t 
c d h s .
c o l o -

rado.gov/
leap. Online 
appl icat ions 

are processed through the Colo-
rado PEAK system. You can 
also call the HEAT HELP line at 
1-866-HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-
8435) to receive an application 
via mail or email or visit your lo-
cal county department of human 
services office to pick up or drop 
off an application.

Eligible Coloradans encouraged to 
apply for Colorado’s Low-income 

Energy Assistance Program 
(LEAP) by April 30 deadline

2024 Summerfest on 
the Rio – seeking food 

and craft vendors
CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — Alamosa’s iconic 
“Welcome to summer in the San Luis 
Valley’’ is back for 2024 from Friday, 
May 31, to Sunday, June 2. Yes, Sunday 
is back.

This annual festival provides 
extensive arts and craft talents, food, 
musical entertainment for the entire 
family and many activities for kids. 
Situated along the winding Rio Grande 
in the beautiful and spacious Cole Park, 

the festival is known for its music, 
family fun, and culinary delights.

Arts and crafts as well as food vendor 
applications are being accepted now. 
The deadline for vendors to apply 
is Monday, April 15, for food and 
Saturday, May 25, for arts, crafts and 
information booths.

“Summerfest is a great way to show 
off your goods and have fun with your 
business,” organizers stated.

Please see FEST on Page 2
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R e a s o n a b l e  s p o n s o r s h i p 
opportunities are available as well. 
Go to www.summerfestontherio.com, 
for more information.

We are also looking for community-
minded people to volunteer for a 
couple of hours during the festival 
to help sell and pour beverages. This 
small but valuable commitment helps 
keep the festival free to attendees by 
avoiding staffing costs.

“Plus, giving back to the community 
feels good too; you may even get a few 
drink tickets,” organizers stated.

To sign up or for more information, 
contact info@summerfestontherio.org.

FEST
Continued from Page 1

Photo courtesy CDPS

Trooper stands on the side of the road. 

State Troopers cracking down on impaired drivers
Surge enforcement 

set for San Luis 
Valley Region

CONTRIBUTED
COLORADO— The Colorado 

State Patrol will conduct saturation 
patrols through the San Luis Valley 
area, which includes the counties 
of Alamosa, Costilla, Conejos, 
Rio Grande, and Saguache. The 
enforcement event will occur from 
Friday, April 12, through Sunday, 
April 14.

This region has experienced 65 fatal 
crashes and an additional 235 serious 
injury crashes over the past five years. 
Most of these incidents occurred late 
Friday and into Saturday nights. The 
leading causal factor for these crashes 
is impaired driving.

State troopers will be dedicated 
to the detection and apprehension 

of drivers who may be impaired by 
or otherwise under the influence of 
alcohol, drugs, or a combination of 
these substances.

“We will also be increasing 
enforcement on excessive speed and 
a lower tolerance on those driving 
over the limit; both regarding alcohol 
and speed,” officials stated.

The agencies participating in 
the surge of enforcement include 
the statewide DUI team with the 
Colorado State Patrol and Troop 5B.

If you encounter a suspected 
impaired driver, the driver should 
be avoided by getting out of the way. 
Contact the Colorado State Patrol 
after you pull over by calling *CSP 
(*277), 9-1-1 or 719-589-5807. Be 
prepared to provide the following 
information: vehicle description, 
license plate number, location and 
direction of travel, driver description, 
and the driving behavior being 
demonstrated. All emergency calls 
can be made to 9-1-1.

Gear Head Gala to host car 
show in Center April 27

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — High school students 

Mario Jaymz Varo, Max Almanza, and 
Angel Rios are part of the group called 
Gear Head Gala and will be hosting a 
car show at the end of April. 

Varo is excited about bringing this 
event to Center.

“We are planning on having two food 
vendor trucks at the show,” Varo said. 
“One of food, and one with different 
drinks. We are going to be holding a 
raffle. We have different companies 
donating different things, including auto 
cleaning bundles for raffle give aways. 
Auto Zone will be donating to us, and 
we have also talked to O’Reilly’s. We have 
other giveaways for our raffles too. It’s 
going to be a really great time and we 
hope everyone will come out and join us.”

The car show will be taking place in 
front of Town Hall in Center on April 27 
and will begin at 10 a.m. Varo believes 
that the show will help businesses in 
the area.

“It will bring some popularity there, 
and it will definitely benefit the town by 
bringing people in,” Varo said.

Varo said that there will be plaques 
given away, and other prizes for more 
than one of the winners.

“We will be giving out a few plaques,” 
Varo said. “Number one, of course, will 
get best of show. We will also be giving 
out 10 other plaques though. So, if you 
get involved with the car show, there is 
a high chance of you earning something 
for sure. We want people to be happy and 
know we haven’t wasted their time. We 
are going to make people feel welcome 
and like it was worth it for sure.”

Varo stated that people from all over the 
Valley and elsewhere are invited to attend.

“We aren’t’ charging an admission fee,” 
Varo said. “We want everyone to come 

out and have a good time and enjoy the 
show. We are only charging the actual 
participants in the car show, and it’s 
only a $25 fee.”

Varo stated that they also plan to have 
music at the car show.

Varo stated that the car show is a 
collaboration between himself and his 
friends, Angel, and Max.

“For me, the inspiration behind it is 
I am very into car culture,” Varo said. “I 
am very into cars. With Angel and Max, 
the passion is there too. We all thought 
this would be a cool thing to do together, 
to carry on the car show tradition. We 
wanted to bring a car show to Center for 
people to enjoy.”

Varo said they will try hard to make it 
a great event for everyone who attends 
and participates.

“We want to make this as cool and big 
as possible,” Varo said.

Preregistration is recommended by 
texting 719-849-8252, but people can 
also register on the day of the car show. 
There are also local posters with QR 
codes available to use to register.

This Week’s FeatureThis Week’s FeatureBusiness Business 
ShowcaseShowcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE THE 
HOLY HOLY 

MOSESMOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 5:000 p.m.

Celebrating
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Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Holy MosesThe Holy Moses

658-2848658-2848
121 N. Main121 N. Main

CreedeCreede

Just arrived, 
a wide 

variety of 
decorative 

pillows.
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Solution to last week’s puzzle

Governor Polis, Colorado Energy Office announce $21M to expand EV charging network

Photo courtesy of Mollie Wells, Area Specialist 4-H Youth Development

Staff at SLV CSU Extension accepting $25,000 donation from CPAC. 

CSU Extension grateful for CPAC’s support
Donations still being accepted

CONTRIBUTED
MONTE VISTA — On March 21 at the monthly 

Colorado Potato Administrative Committee 
(CPAC) meeting led by the executive director 
Jim Ehrlich, the San Luis Valley Colorado State 
University Extension Foundation was gifted 
$25,000. This donation is going toward the 
Endowment Fund being used for the hiring of the 
second 4-H youth specialist and 4-H programing.

“CPAC is a huge supporter of the SLV 4-H 
program that helps promote leadership and life 
skills education for our SLV youth,” officials stated.

Beginning in 2021, the SLV Extension office 
has been in a rebuilding period. After years of 
instability and a reduction of staff, Larry Brown 
has stepped into the leadership role to rebuild the 
extension in the San Luis Valley.  

In just two short years, the full-time staff has 

Awardees include 
locations in Alamosa, 

Ft. Garland, South 
Fork and Monte Vista

By COLORADO ENERGY 
OFFICE

DENVER — Governor Jared Polis 
and the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) 
announced $21 million in grant awards 
Thursday through the Direct-Current 
Fast-Charging (DCFC) Plazas program. 
Funded through the National Electric 
Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Program, 
part of President Biden’s Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, and the state’s 
Community Access Enterprise (CAE), 
these grants create 290 new fast charger 
ports at 46 different sites across the state, 
expanding Coloradans access to fast, 
affordable, and reliable EV chargers. This 
will increase Colorado’s existing public 
fast-charger network of more than 1,000 
ports by about 28%.

“Colorado is leading the way in the 
shift to electric vehicles by making 
them more affordable and ensuring that 
driving them across our beautiful state 
is just as easy as driving a gas-powered 
car,” said Gov. Polis. “We’re grateful to 
have additional dollars to pair with state 
funds to accelerate our efforts to become 
the number one state for electric cars, 
bikes, and buses.”

“Addressing greenhouse gas pollution 
from transportation is a top priority in 
our efforts to meet the state’s climate 
goals,” said CEO Executive Director Will 
Toor. “This grant program is a key piece 
of that puzzle, ensuring Colorado builds 
enough public electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure to support 940,000 light-
duty EVs on Colorado roads by 2030.”

Awardees will install chargers in 
locations across the state, including 
Cañon City, Littleton, Dolores, Silverton, 
Yuma, and Fort Garland. Like the first 
round of NEVI-supported grant awards, 
announced in August 2023, these awards 
aim to fill charging gaps along Colorado’s 
federally designated alternative fuel 
corridors — a requirement for NEVI 
funding. CEO also awarded CAE 
funding for projects in communities 
without adequate electric vehicle (EV) 
infrastructure.

To ensure the air quality benefits of 
electric transportation reach those who 
are most affected by transportation-
related air pollution, CEO prioritized 
projects in disproportionately impacted 
communities. These investments will 
not only facilitate statewide travel in an 
electric vehicle, but will also help improve 
air quality and meet charging needs in 
communities that currently lack access 
to fast and reliable EV charging.

“Colorado is building one of the most 
comprehensive EV charging networks in 
the country,” said Colorado Department 
of Transportation (CDOT) Executive 
Director Shoshana Lew. “We believe 
that nearly every Coloradan will have 
access to DC fast-charging within a 
matter of years.”

With more than 100,000 EVs 
registered in Colorado, and the pace of 
adoption growing, the expansion of the 
charging network is necessary to meet 
consumer demand. As of February, there 
were direct-current (DC) fast chargers 
located within 30 miles of 78% of the 
state’s geographic area.

Grant awardees include charging 
station operators, fuel providers, 
convenience stores, and local 
governments. CEO will provide funding 
to support the following EV-charging 

infrastructure projects:
• 7-Eleven: Aurora, Colorado Springs 
• Apro LLC. (dba United Pacific): 

Colorado Springs, Littleton 
• Circle K Stores, Inc.: Brighton, Denver, 

Durango, Greenwood Village, Pueblo 
• EvGateway: Alamosa, Clifton, 

Dolores, Lakewood, South Fork 
• Francis Energy Charging, LLC: 

Montrose 
• Helios Charging Inc.: Monte Vista, 

Silverton 
• Jule (dba eCAMION USA Inc.): Fort 

Garland, Holyoke, Yuma 
• Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores, 

Inc: Burlington, Cañon City, Fountain, 
Pueblo, Walsenburg 

• Phillips 66 Company: Colorado 
Springs (X2), Grand Junction 

• Pilot Travel Centers LLC: Limon 
• Tesla, Inc.: Arvada, Aurora, Bennett, 

Brush, Carbondale, Denver, Frisco, 

Glenwood Springs, Greeley, Gunnison, 
La Junta, Lakewood, Longmont, Parker, 
Sterling, Wheat Ridge 

• Town of Avon: Avon
CEO expects many of the chargers 

supported by the current round of DCFC 
Plazas awards to become available by the 
end of 2025, and anticipates continuing to 
offer two DCFC Plazas funding rounds 
per year, with the next opportunity 
expected to open later this year.

doubled, now operating with a Director/Ag 
Specialist, a Youth Development/4-H Specialist, 
a Family and Consumer Science Specialist, a 
Juntos 4-H Specialist, and office administrator.  
The newest addition, made possible by 3 years of 
funding from the Outcalt Foundation, is a second 
4-H Specialist. 

The team’s focus now is to secure permanent 
funding for a second 4-H agent. Historically in 
the San Luis Valley Area Extension Program there 
have been two full-time Youth Development/4-H 
Specialists on staff. 

Serving the youth of six counties can be 
overwhelming for even two Specialists. Because 
of limited funding, it has been twelve years since 
we had two Youth Development/ 4-H Specialists. 
In those 12 years they have had a single specialist 
on staff for six years and the other six years they 
did not have a Youth Development/4-H Specialist, 
at all. The enrollment and quality of the program 
has suffered due to inadequate staffing.  

“We are extremely grateful and appreciative of 
all who have generously jumped on board and 
contributed to the project. Once our funding in the 
endowment fund is secured, this community driven 
project will leave a lasting legacy for our youth,” 
officials stated.

Donations are still being accepted at the SLV 
CSU Extension Office. You can drop them off 
at 1899 E Highway 160, Monte Vista, or mail 
donations to: PO Box 30 Monte Vista, Co 81144. 
For more information, contact the Extension 
Office at 719-852-7381.  

JoinJoin
Our Our 

TeamTeam  !!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“This is our first time 

to stop here. The pizza 

was made fresh with 

quality ingredients and 

was delicious! We will 

definitely come here 

again! side note: Yes, 

they have DR PEPPER!”

— Gaylez77

Full or Part 
Time starting 

$15 hr.
plus tips!
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01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Call 719-852-3531
or email: rbeutler@valleypublishinginc.com

FULL-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has an immediate 
need in advertising sales (full-time). 
Any sales experience is appreciated 

but will train. Email resume to 
General Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

San Luis Valley Area Real EstateSan Luis Valley Area Real Estate
Thinking of Selling in 2024
Expect the Best,
Call Bernadette

Bernadette
Gingrass

719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com

License #100072622

Bernadette GingrassBernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.combmgingrass@gmail.com  License #100072622License #100072622

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

193 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Charming Mountain Retreat with 
Breathtaking Views Nestled in the 
picturesque town of South Fork 
CO, this finely crafted 1,380 sq. ft. 
Ranch Style Mountain Home offers 
a delightful blend of comfort and 
rugged elegance. With 2 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms, this home pro-
vides ample room for relaxation 
and rejuvenation. The open liv-
ing area boasts a large Sunny Bay 
window, allowing natural light to 
flood the space and framing panoramic Mountain Views. The heart of this home is the 
well-appointed kitchen, abundance of cabinets, including convenient lazy Susan stor-
age. You’ll find all the essentials: a refrigerator, cookstove, dishwasher. Perfect kitchen 
for entertaining your friends and family. Gather around the wood-burning stove in the 
living room, where warmth and comfort await. The home’s insulation ensures a snug 
retreat during chilly mountain evenings. Step onto the inviting front sitting porch, sip 
your morning coffee, and observe the local wildlife. Mule deer and wild turkeys fre-
quently visit the serene Ponderosa Valley Estates. A large laundry room with abundant 
storage, a wash sink, and a washer and dryer adds convenience to daily living. Park your 
vehicles in the 2-car garage and utilize the detached cement floor garage/workshop with 
water supply and 110/220 power for all your mountain toys or hobbies. This home is 
ready for you to make it your own—whether it’s your dream residence, a home away 
from home, or a vacation rental. Explore nearby activities such as skiing, four-wheeling, 
hiking, and gold medal fly fishing. The Rio Grande River is just moments away. Enjoy 
the convenience of paved roads, city water sewer system, and your very own well and 
large .83-acre lot. Priced at $479,500 this property offers an exceptional opportunity to 
embrace mountain living. Schedule your private showing today and embark on Your 
Mountain Adventure in this beautiful, tranquil Ponderosa Valley Estates neighborhood! 
Don’t wait, call and schedule today! MLS#810774 - $479,500

UNDER CONTRACT

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622

0254 Timberline Trail • South Fork
Discover The Essence of Excellence Moun-
tain Living in this custom-built Master-
piece! Situated on 1.84 sloping acres within 
the prestigious Rio Grande Club, this 4,466 
sq ft home offers unparalleled vistas and 
modern elegance. Key Features: Inspiring 
Views: Unsurpassed panoramas stretch 
north, east, and south, capturing the rugged 
beauty of the San Juan Mountains. Archi-
tectural Marvel: A two-level design seam-
lessly blends contemporary finishes with a 
mountain aesthetic. Grand Entryway: Step 
into the vaulted ceiling living room adorned 
with Swedish Cope logs and a striking rock gas fireplace. Expansive Deck: Access the large stone 
rock deck from the living area, where you’ll soak in views of the golf course, mountains, and valley 
below. Gourmet Kitchen: Culinary enthusiasts will appreciate custom cabinets, granite countertops, 
and top-of-the-line Wolf appliances. Master Suite: The upper-level primary suite boasts a spa-like 
bathroom and an adjacent study. Lower-Level Comfort: Three additional bedrooms with 9-foot 
ceilings offer Alderwood doorways and magnificent vistas. Entertainment Haven: The lower level 
features a spacious game room with a pool table, TV, and workout equipment. Year-Round Comfort: 
Radiant floor heat and an extra-large 1000-gallon propane tank ensure warmth during chilly days. 
Outdoor Delight: Enjoy ever-changing mountain views from the adjacent deck or cozy up by the 
stone mantel gas fireplace. Gas-Burning Fireplace: The lower level sitting area with a mini bar and 
stunning views is perfect for relaxation and entertaining family and friends. This home includes an 
adjacent parcel allowing direct access to the national forest from the front of the property so enjoy-
ing your favorite outdoor activities are just steps away. The 2-car garage has workshop hot & cold 
sink an extra - large 76-gallon water heater, water softener. Programable hot water throughout the 
home, hot & cold water outside faucet and plenty of room for storage and a workbench. There is a se-
curity system monitored by Valley Lock and Security. Land lines in most every room. Century-Link 
phone highspeed internet and Direct TV. Managed lighting and surround sound throughout the 
home and the Smart Home allows you to control from anywhere. This home is a Hole in One! One 
of a kind, designed and built providing that sense of hospitality, openness, beauty, and tranquility. 
Location Highlights: Rio Grande Club: Overlooking the 11th hole, this exclusive community offers 
golf, recreation, and natural beauty. Outdoor Paradise: Explore nearby trails, fishing spots, the Rio 
Grande River, the South Fork River and Wolf Creek Ski area. Doesn’t get any more epitome than 
this! Check out the Video. Call and schedule your private showing today! MLS#811509 - $2,750,000

05 Notices
For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.org 
or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
San Luis Valley Local Foods Coali-
tion seeks an LFLP Outreach Coor-
dinator. Strong communication and 
computer skills are required. Submit 
your resume and cover letter to op-
portunity.slvlocalfoods@gmail.com. 
Additional requirements can be found 
at www.slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/. 

The SLV Local Foods Coalition 
seeks an Accountant to oversee fi-
nances for our local nonprofit. Send 
resume and cover letter to opportu-
nity.slvlocalfoods@gmail.com. Ad-
ditional requirements can be found at 
www.slvlocalfoods.org/jobs/. (4-24)

The City of Monte Vista is accepting 
applications for a seasonal Parks 
Maintenance Worker.  This posi-

tion is approximately 16 weeks, 40 
hours/wk.  Duties include mowing, 
trimming, watering parks and trash 
pickup.  Wage is $16.00-$17.00 per 
hour.  Applications and job descrip-
tion are available at www.cityofmon-
tevista.colorado.gov or pickup/return 
applications to the City of Monte 
Vista, Human Resources, 95 West 
First Ave. Monte Vista, CO. 81144.  
Open until filled. (5-29)

Del Norte Bank is seeking a candi-
date to fill a permanent position for 
a Teller at our Creede Branch.  Duties 
will be to accept deposits, loan pay-
ments and process withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced cash drawer.  
Must be personable and pleasant 
answering the phone and greeting 
customers.  Many other duties will be 
assigned as needed.  The position is 
full time in the summer and part time 
in the winter, with an end of season 
bonus and an hourly rate range of 
$14.42 to $17.00.  Please send your 
resume or application to postmaster@
truelocalbank.com by April 30, 2024. 

Application is available at TrueLocal-
Bank.com/careers or call 719-657-
3376 and ask for Dawn.  EOE. 

Water/Sewer Operator Part-Time 
Pay based on experience Job Title: 
Water and Sewer Operator Job 
Description: The Water and Sewer 
Operator plays a vital role in ensur-
ing the efficient and safe operation of 
the town’s water and sewer systems. 
Responsibilities include monitoring, 
maintaining, and repairing water 
treatment and distribution systems, as 
well as sewer collection and treatment 
facilities. To apply, submit a resume to 
townofromeo@gmail.com or come in 
during office hours Tuesday or Thurs-
day 9 to 3 for application. You can call 
719-843-5785 for more information. 

Job Title: Part-Time Maintenance 
Technician/Parks and Recreation 
Technician Part-Time Hourly 15-
20 hours Pay rate: $14.42/hour 
Job Description: We are seeking a 
skilled and dedicated Part-Time 
Maintenance Technician/Parks and 
Recreation Technician to join our 

team in maintaining and enhancing 
the beauty and functionality of our 
town’s parks and recreational areas. 
As a vital member of our community, 
you will be responsible for ensuring 
the upkeep, safety, and cleanliness 
of our parks, playgrounds, and town 
buildings and facilities. To apply, 
submit a resume to townofromeo@
gmail.com or come in during office 
hours Tuesday or Thursday 9 to 3 for 
application. You can call 719-843-
5785 for more information. (4-17)

Deputy Clerk Part-Time Hourly 
15-20 hours Tuesday-Thursday and 
some Fridays Pay Rate: $14.42 Posi-
tion Overview/ Job Description: We 
are seeking a diligent and organized 
individual to join our team as a Part-
Time Deputy Clerk for our small 
town. The Deputy Clerk will work 
closely with the Town Clerk and other 
municipal staff to ensure the efficient 
operation of administrative tasks and 
provide support in various municipal 
functions. This position offers an 
excellent opportunity for someone 
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San Luis Valley San Luis Valley 
Area Real EstateArea Real Estate

STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC
30635 WEST HWY 160 • SOUTH FORK, COLORADO

719-873-1700 • WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM

Valley Wide Classifieds
who is detail-oriented, community-
focused, and eager to contribute to the 
smooth functioning of local govern-
ment. To apply, submit a resume to 
townofromeo@gmail.com or come in 
during office hours Tuesday or Thurs-
day 9 to 3 for application. You can call 
719-843-5785 for more information.

Mechanic: JT Timber Falling is 
hiring a full-time heavy equipment 
and truck mechanic in Blanca, CO. 
$25-$45/hr depending on experience. 
Monday – Friday schedule. Benefits 
are available. Call 719-379-4066 or 
visit jttimber.com to apply. (5-1)

The City of Monte Vista is accepting 
applications for Kids Connection 
Summer Program Leaders. Du-
ties include, planning, scheduling, 
and implementing youth program 
activities. $15 per hour. Job Descrip-
tion and applications are available 
at http://www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or City of Monte Vista, 
Human Resources, 95 West First Ave, 
Monte Vista, Co. 81144 (4-17)

CSU-San Luis Valley Research 
Center is seeking temporary hourly 
employees to work M-F 8:00am to 
4:30pm  30 to 40 hours per week. 
Aids in the preparation of research 
field experiments and crops. Pro-
vides planting, irrigating, cultivating, 
harvesting, storing crops and various 
tasks important to the research ini-
tiatives at this station. Please apply 
at   https://jobs.colostate.edu/post-
ings/141377  or contact Sharon at 
(719) 754-3594 x17 (4-24)

11 Rooms 
For rent two-bedroom, 1-bath 
downstairs $550. 1145 French St., 
Del Norte. No pets. 719-849-1942 

12 Houses for Rent
Remodeled two bedroom, 1 bath 
home on a corner lot in Del Norte. 
Near biking/hiking trailhead. Pets and 
smokers are not permitted. Please call 
719-850-0750. $975/month. 

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
For sale 31 acres 2 houses, out build-
ings 1 share of Romero water located 
4 miles north of Antonito on 285. Call 
719-843-0182. (5-8)

Thinking of buying or selling your 
home or land this year, call Yvonne 
Hoffman, 719-580-1901, Broker As-
sociate Steffens & Co Realty Inc. 

24 Garage/Yard 

Sales
5th annual 3 family sale 56 Meadow 
LN Monte, Friday May 3, Saturday May 
4, 7am. Everything you can expect plus 
a black kitchen sink and red couch.

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood For Sale. Call or text Mark 
662-361-7530 Located in Saguache. 

36 Miscellaneous
For sale Cherokee men’s boots, size 
12, hiking-working, leather upper. 
Almost like new. $50. 719-256-4058. 
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

• Residential• Residential
• Commercial• Commercial
• New or • New or 

Existing Existing 
ConstructionConstruction

David Miller, OwnerDavid Miller, Owner
719-480-2145719-480-2145
9318 County Road 169318 County Road 16
Antonito, COAntonito, CO

Cozy Home InsulatingCozy Home Insulating
For All your Foam Insulation NeedsFor All your Foam Insulation Needs

Call us for a free estimate!Call us for a free estimate!
Specializing in open Specializing in open 
and closed cell spray and closed cell spray 
foam insulation for foam insulation for 
all applicationsall applications

250 Adams Street, Monte Vista250 Adams Street, Monte Vista
Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 

today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.comtoday or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your StyleShopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarieRenaMarie
BoutiqueBoutique

TheThe

Locked Out? Lost Your keys? Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

Smart Keys •Transponders • Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley And Surrounding Areas

Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock (719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

Restoration Services Offered:
• Mold Testing
• Black Mold
• Flooding
• Plumbing

• Smoke
• Fire

• Tobacco
• Marijuana

• Wildlife
• BioHazard and more!

Give us a call today at 719-221-8040
Or visit us online at: alpinerestorationservice.com

Local expert restoration services that 
provide cleanup, remediation and 
prevention services for your home and 
business caused by sudden and acute 
damages quickly and affordably.

Bernadette Gingrass
719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com

License #100072622

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Valley Wide

Classifieds
Spring sale! Solar panels! 300 watt 
to 400 watt, regular and bifacial. Call 
for price! 719-852-0500. (4-17)

Cash for quality non-fiction books 
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500 
(TFN)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAINERS 
– Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent 
proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total 
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346 
(TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, Charge 
Controllers, and Batteries in Brand 
Names of Outback, Magnum, Aims, 
Rolls, and More. Custom Cables 
and PV Wire. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 
719-852-0500. (TFN)

38 Machinery, 

Tools, Equipment
Wanted - Shopsmith woodworking 
machine. 2-inch-thick hardwood 
planks - cherry, walnut, maple, etc. 
719-256-5663. (5-1)

40 Auto Part
Chevy 4-speed transmission. 719-
850-2027 (4-17)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $10. 
Covered—local. Call: 719-480-2089

44 Farm Services
Attention Farmer and Ranches: Seal 
your leaking livestock tanks, ponds & 
reservoirs with bentonite. Spring Spe-
cial 10% OFF. Rio Grande Bentonite. 
719-580-6652 (5-29)

65 Professional 

Services
Let me haul off your old appliances 
and recyclable metals for you. Call 
Chris for prices and to set up a re-
moval 719-395-2071 (TFN)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus 
years-experience in carpentry, paint-
ing, stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. 
Drug/Alcohol free. Free Estimates 
719-496-7630. (TFN)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. 
Quick service. Call anytime, available 
weekends and evenings. 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. 
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Photo by Dustin Doskocil/CPW

A paddler wisely wears a life jacket while kayaking at State Forest State Park. 

Cold water presents danger, 
life jackets can help save lives

Ribbon cutting for Genesis Wellspring April 18
MONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista 

Chamber of Commerce is having a 
ribbon cutting for Genesis Wellspring 
at 12 p.m. on April 18, at 133 Adams St.

Genesis Wellspring Ltd is an alternative 
and holistic health wellness center. 

The nonprofit provides board 
certified (ANMCB) natural health 

care, education, testing, bulk herbal 
apothecary, homeopathics, supplements 
and tools for wellness for adults and 
children.

By COLORADO PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE

RIDGWAY, Colo. – Colorado’s lakes 
and reservoirs are opening to more 
recreation with the arrival of spring, 
but cold water temperatures can present 
a serious risk. Wearing a personal 
floatation device can save lives.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
rangers have already responded to 
multiple incidents this spring involving 
paddlesports recreationists falling into 
the water. 

One kayaker died and another was 
hospitalized last Saturday after they fell 
into the water at Chatfield Reservoir. 
Two kayakers who fell into the water at 
Ridgway Reservoir the weekend before 
were rescued after they spent 15 minutes 
in the water. 

In both cases, water temperatures 
were in the low 40 degrees, and all four 
kayakers in these two incidents were 
not wearing life jackets at the time they 
went into the water.

“Our lakes and reservoirs, while 
especially inviting  in the spring after a 
long winter, can quickly become perilous 
without the proper precautions,” said 
Ridgway State Park Manager Johnathon 
Freeborn. “The recent incidents on 
our waters serve as a stern reminder 
of nature’s unpredictability and the 
vital importance of wearing a personal 
floatation device. A PFD is more than 
a piece of safety equipment; it’s what 
stands between you and tragedy. Wear 
a life jacket — it could save your life.”

The instinctive reaction when a 
person hits cold water is to gasp, 
which can lead to inhalation of water. 
Hypothermia can set in quickly, and use 

of arms and legs to swim can be quickly 
impaired as blood flow is directed to 
a person’s core. This can all lead to 
unconsciousness or swimming failures 
as muscles become numb.

Wearing a life jacket will keep your 
head above water and support your 
body should your swimming ability fail 
or you become unconscious.

“It can be deceiving when we start 
getting warm-weather days and it’s nice 
outside, but everyone recreating on the 
water should be aware the water is still 
really cold and remains cold until at least 
mid-summer here in Colorado,” said 
Scott Rist, Park Manager of Crawford, 
Paonia and Sweitzer Lake State Parks. 
“Having the proper gear and a life jacket 
on is imperative for anyone recreating 

on the water.”
Windy conditions can exacerbate 

danger on the water for paddlers. 
Getting blown off course can happen 
quickly, and returning to shore can 
be difficult going into a headwind or 
when facing waves. That can lead to 
paddlers expending a lot of energy 
to navigate and maintain balance. 
When a paddler loses balance and goes 
into the water, it can also be easy to become 
separated from a kayak or paddleboard. 
“There are several cell phone apps that 
will tell you hourly wind predictions,” 
Rist said. “Knowing when conditions 
are going to change can be the 
difference between life and death. 
The user has a responsibility to know 
before you go.”

CConouronour Managed byManaged by
Upper Rio Grande Upper Rio Grande 

Animal SocietyAnimal Society
If you are interested in adopting, If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment onlyMonday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.orgwww.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

Lost & Found

Found on 4/2/24 on Huxley Ave 
in Monte Vista

Chuck and Serena our almost 6 month old Shepherd mixes are still looking for 
their furever homes! Both are playful, loving, energetic and love meeting new 
people! Chuck and Serena are also fantastic with kids, especially playing with 

them. Come meet these wonderful balls of love today!

Jelly Bean is the sweetest Husky Pit mix 
you’ll ever meet! She’s about a year and 
a half old, very active and playful, and 
just wants someone to love! Jelly Bean 
has done well meeting other dogs and 

puppies so far, and is only about 40 
pounds! Come meet this lovebug today!

Our 4 longest residents are Spot the 
Lab mix, Jethro the Staffordshire mix, 

Draco the German Shepherd, and Trini 
the Blue Nose Staffordshire. They are 

all wonderful 
gentlemen, just a 
bit quirky. Their 

adoption fees 
are half off this 
month ($75)! 
Please stop in 
and let one of 
these goodest boys steal your heart!Spot

Draco
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The Rio Grande County Museum is pleased to announce the opening of the Baker House Exhibit on May 3. This exhibit features artifacts that were 
hidden behind a false wall in a home in Del Norte for over 100 years.

Rio Grande County Museum to open new exhibit May 3
STAFF REPORT

DEL NORTE — The Rio Grande 
County Museum is pleased to announce 
that they will be opening a new exhibit on 
May 3 that will feature a one-hundred-
year-old time capsule. The museum will 
welcome local resident Ed Baker who 
found a treasure trove of artifacts behind 
a false wall in his Del Norte home.

“This is a wonderful donation from 
resident Ed Baker. We are very excited 
to be able to share this exhibit with the 
public and encourage everyone to come 
and hear Ed speak about his discovery on 
May 3 beginning at 5 p.m. The museum 
has worked very hard alongside Ed 
and others to identify and catalog this 
collection over the winter, and we are 
so happy to share it with all of you,” said 
Rio Grande County Museum Director 
Lyndsie Ferrell.

The collection is comprised of 
several different artifacts ranging from 
photographs, clothing, trunks and more 
that were housed in a hidden room inside 
the Baker house for over 100 years. Baker 
came across the room while remodeling 
his house and after some consideration, 
felt the safest place for the collection would 
be at the Rio Grande County Museum.

Last fall, during the Cabinets of 
Curiosity event, Baker spoke about 
his discovery, but the collection had 
not been cataloged. During January 

through February, Baker, alongside Rio 
Grande County Assistant Director Kathy 
Ellithorpe, worked countless hours to 
put the collection together and set up a 
display for all to enjoy.

The collection is from the Egan and 
Schaffer families that resided in Del 

Norte in the late 1800s and offers a view 
of what life was like during that period. 
“The Egans and the Schaffers were some 
of our founding families that came to Del 
Norte. They were entrepreneurs, claim 
stakers and everything in between. It 
was interesting to get to know someone 

who lived over 100 years ago and to get 
a glimpse into what life was like for two 
families here in Del Norte,” said Ferrell.

Baker will be present on the night of 
the exhibit opening to speak about his 
discovery and to share some of the things 
he has learned about the two families 

while working through the collection. 
The opening will be at 5 p.m. on May 
3 at the Rio Grande County Museum. 
It is free and open to the public. For 
more information, please visit www.
riograndecountymuseum.org or call 
719-657-2847.
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By MARIE MCCOLM
LA JARA — In the small town of 

La Jara, the Hutchings are working 
on their little ranch and making 
it bigger.

This year, the Hutchings have 
had 5 calves, and they are hop-
ing for more to expand their little 
farm.

They currently have a small farm 
complete with four horses and a 
few cattle, but they are really hop-
ing for expansion. They have all 
agreed though that they are headed 
in the right direction.

Kenneth, Taylor, and Amber 
Hutchings are excited and dedicat-
ed to their small ranching business. 
They have been working on grow-
ing their farm for the past 6 years.

Taylor, 15, came up with the idea 
to start it due to her love of farm 
animals.

Taylor stated, “I can remember 
being like 9 and just loving calves. 
I thought they were the cutest ani-
mals ever. I begged my dad to let 
me get a calf. We have always had 
horses, we have always had dogs 
and cats, but we never had cows. 
My dad gave in to me and let me 
get a calf, and that’s really where it 
all started.”

The trio love to ranch, their two 
other children, Colby, and Eliza-
beth are not as involved with the 
farm as Taylor, but they all enjoy it.

When asked what a day in the life 
of a rancher entails Kenneth stated 
with a chuckle, “There are some 
days that are good, and some days 
that just plain suck. That’s the life 
of farming, but I guess it’s like any 
other job. We do our feeding once 
a day, generally in the evening, the 
days can get so hot. We do calving 
in the morning. There’s always a 
lot to do on the farm. You have to 
feed, you have to clean, you have 
to keep up after your animals. Dur-
ing calving season, you really have 
to watch your cows. Sometimes 
those babies come, and they are 
sideways, they have to be twisted, 
and we have to help those mommas 
pull out those calves. It’s a lot of 
work, but it pays off. If you want 
to have a good season, your success 
really depends on you.”

Taylor spoke of helping her dad 
with the birthing of the calves, and 
her calf Baby Red.

“It’s a lot of work, but I love 
calves,” Taylor said. “One thing 
about cows, they are not on a 
schedule. Whether it’s freezing, 
raining, no matter what kind of 
weather you have, if that baby is 
coming, you have to be ready. Dad 
and I do so much of that together. 
I actually have a calf that I have 
been raising and my dad is going 
to let me keep named Baby Red. 
When cows give birth it’s a lot of 
work. If you aren’t there watching 
and paying attention every minute, 
you can lose one. If you lose a baby, 
you lose potential money that you 
could have later. Farming is all 
about production. We are hoping 
to make our farm bigger, and we 
are working hard towards that too.”

When asked what his favorite 
part of farming is Kenneth stated, 
“Taking the calves to market is my 
favorite part, making that money is 
my favorite part. It’s a big job, that’s 
really hard but it pays off and is 
rewarding. We help feed people by 
producing animals to sell. I think 
it’s neat to see my daughter so in-

A bull owned by the Hutchings eats from a trailer.

At Hutchings ranch patience, 
consistency are keys to success

volved with the 
animals too. She 
and I enjoy tak-
ing rides on our 
horses together 
over the moun-
tains after a hard 
day’s work. I tell 
you what, after a 
hard day’s work, 
it’s the best way 
to spend the end 
of the day as a 
farmer, riding a 
horse with your 
daug hter.  S ee-
ing my daughter 
s m i l e  b e c au s e 
s h e  p u t s  t h a t 
hard work into 
raising a calf and 
then being able 
to sell it makes it 
all worth it too. 
We don’t have a 
lot of cows, we 
don’t have a huge 
farm yet, but we will get there. Slow 
and steady gets it done.”

Kenneth also spoke of how the 
family gets together and does hay-
ing for other farms.

“Another thing we do is haying. 
We help other farms with haying, 
for extra income and in exchange 
for hay. We sell hay, and of course 
use it for feed too,” Kenneth said.

He explained that vet bills are a 
big part of it all too.

“We watch our animals ,  we 
have to make sure that everything 
around them is good, fresh water 
at all times. We don’t need our 
animals to get sick. Vet bills can 
get hard. When we have to have 
C-Sections and when birthing gets 
hard, things can add up quick. It’s 
all part of being a farmer, taking 
care of things to keep everything 
going,” Kenneth said. 

Amber spoke about being a 
farmer’s wife, and how long the 
days and nights can be.

“I have another job that I work 
40 hours a  week.  When I  get 
home, I have to help with our 
farm, sometimes too. I have a little 
potbelly pig. My pig is my pet, not 
raising it to sell it,” she said with a 
chuckle. “The days and nights are 
very unpredictable and can get 
long. I don’t think anyone knows 
how hard the job is of raising and 
selling cattle. Being a farmer’s wife, 
I have grown to understand and 
appreciate how that meat makes 
its way to our table. It’s not an easy 
job, but I am proud of my husband 
and kids and really proud of Taylor. 
Hoping to bring more calves in and 
expand our little farm. Farmer’s 
feed the Calley and America. We 
enjoy what we do.”

Courtesy photos

Feeding time is a busy time for the Hutchings, especially during calv-
ing season.

Kenneth and Taylor Hutchings with Baby Red.

A horse is seen on the Hutchings ranch in La Jara.
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Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres • 719-754-3453

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most 
innovative brands to bring the latest technology 

and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating 
solutions to keeping local growers sustainable. 

For over 60 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been 
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application, 
equipment and planning needed to help your crops 
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest. 
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance 

your success, the coffee is always on.

CONTRIBUTED
WESTMINSTER — The 2023-24 

Colorado Fruit and Vegetable Grow-
ers Association (CFVGA) President 
Roger Mix was recognized as CFV-
GA’s 2023 Robert Sakata Member 
of the Year, during the CFVGA 
10th Annual Conference, Feb. 28 in 
Westminster.

Mix and his wife, Rosalie, oper-
ate Mix Farms in Center, growing 
potatoes and barley. Roger Mix 
was first appointed to the CFVGA 
Board in 2015 and later elected by 
the membership, ultimately serving 
as a board member for three terms. 
In February 2023, Mix was elected 
by the CFVGA Board to serve as its 
president for 12 months, ending after 
the Feb. 27-28 conference, due to his 
being term-limited.

Established in 2017, the first award 
was presented to then CFVGA Presi-
dent Robert Sakata and is named after 
him for his excellence in Colorado 
produce production and his tireless 
work to start CFVGA.

“I am honored to be named winner 
of the Sakata award. It is amazing to 
see how far CFVGA has come since 
it was founded in 2014,” said Roger 
Mix. “We currently serve our mem-
bers through political advocacy, by 
exploring automated and other op-
tions to the ag labor challenges we 
face, and by putting potential buyers 
in front of grower members. In ad-
dition, CFVGA voting members get 
free membership in Western Growers 
and have representation in Washing-
ton, D.C. on the issues impacting our 
operations. I also mention the many 
avenues CFVGA uses to promote 
Colorado produce to everyone from 
consumers to commercial buyers. I 
couldn’t be prouder of what we have 
accomplished the last decade as a 
unified organization.”

Mix was born and raised in the San 

Courtesy photo

Roger Mix and his wife, Rosalie, operate Mix Farms in Center, growing potatoes and barley. 
Roger Mix was honored as the 2023 CFVGA Member of the Year.

Center’s Roger Mix honored as 
2023 CFVGA Member of the Year

Roger Mix

Luis Valley and grew up on his family 
farm. He has represented CFVGA 
and helped strengthen its partner-
ship with Western Growers. He also 
is a valued member of the Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee 
and has served as chair of its Industry 
and Community Committee.

On a national level, Mix has served 
in multiple leadership roles on the 

National Potato Council including 
serving as its president. He is active 
in many capacities at the regional and 
local levels and has represented the 
San Luis Valley on numerous water 
and labor issues.

According to one of the people 
nominating him, Mix “has been in-
strumental in representing the San 
Luis Valley and has helped unify and 

direct the shared interests of the potato 
industry and other produce sectors. He 
is a clear and conscientious voice for 
agriculture. His sense of friendliness, 
humor, and thoughtfulness has made 
the organization more effective and 
welcoming for all those around him.”

 
The CFVGA is comprised of some 

280 members, including growers of all 

sizes and types of production through-
out the state, as well as representatives 
of allied industries. The Colorado fruit 
and vegetable growing sector contrib-
utes nearly $485 million to Colorado 
at the farm gate and is multiplied as 
it goes through the distribution chain. 
Over 90,000 Colorado acres are in 
fruit and vegetable production. Learn 
more at coloradoproduce.org.

By DIANE DREKMANN
SAN LUIS VALLEY — In the fall 

of 2023, agricultural workers, farm-
ers, ranchers, and migrant workers 
participated in a survey designed to 
assess their well-being and mental 
health after concern expressed by 
residents in the San Luis Valley about 
the ag workers in their communities.

Funding was for that purpose only. 
The survey was done through the 
Colorado School of Public Health 
and the Center for Health Work 
and Environment by Nicholas Stoll 
and Dr. Katherine A. James, who 
has been conducting studies on the 
water health of San Luis Valley for 
many years. 

All six counties in the San Luis Val-
ley were involved — Costilla, Cone-
jos, Saguache, Alamosa, Rio Grande 
and Mineral. Anna Vargas was “boots 
on the ground” for Conejos County. 
She helped recruit for the ag study 
through San Luis Valley Ecosystem 
Council (SLVEC). She presented the 
findings to an ag coalition and at an 
ag conference earlier this year. 

The survey spanned 9 months with 
221 ag workers participating — 53 
were owner-operators and 168 were 
field workers. Eighty-one percent 
completed the survey — 58% were 
women and 40% men. The majority 
of the participants were between 18 
and 64 years old.

The survey looked at several fac-
tors, like workplace safety, mental 

Results of ag worker, farm owners survey
health of workers, and areas of stress. 
Owner-operators of farms and 
ranches cited drought as the main 
stressor in their lives. Field workers 
felt lack of nutritious food was the 
main source of stress in their lives. 
Ag workers felt for the most part that 
their work was meaningful, and they 
felt good about their work. About 
one-third of the workers expressed 
feeling fatigued sometimes. They 
don’t feel discriminated against. 
Most felt they were in good health 
but had at least one chronic condi-
tion, like diabetes, heart disease, 
or cancer. Most did not experience 
insomnia. One third of the partici-
pants did not feel stress because of 
health, financial, family or work con-
cerns, and experienced little anxiety 
and low instances of depression. The 
majority of the ag workers did not 
use tobacco or marijuana and low 
alcohol consumption, although one 
third did engage in “risky drinking” 
consuming three or more alcoholic 
drinks in a day. 

Ninety percent of the ag workers 
experienced work-related injuries 
with half losing time at work and 
requiring first aid. Half of the partici-
pants felt they could pay their bills, 
they were generally satisfied with 
their life and received emotional sup-
port from their family and friends. 
Most ag workers spend their time 
socializing with family and friends 
and maintaining their home. Organi-

zations that help ag workers primarily 
assist 75% of field workers and only 
38% of owner-operators. Half of the 
participants felt partnerships were 
helpful, yet financial and trust issues 
hinder partnerships. Half also felt 
community connections were the 

best way to get resources. Most go 
to meetings to network. There were 
questions about client referrals.

Half of the participants felt the 
survey provided an exchange of 
resources. One third felt services 
improved and their relationships 

have been very informative.
At the end of the survey, Stoll and 

James wrote “Thank you for your 
continued support in our efforts on 
worker health.”

There is a 24/7 crisis hotline Agri 
Stress Helpline 833-897-2474.
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By LYNDSIE FERRELL
RIO GRANDE COUNTY — Nox-

ious Weed Director Armando Ross 
presented four students from Monte 
Vista High School with $500 scholar-
ships as part of a program Ross started 
three years ago. The program has 
helped several students with scholar-
ship opportunities and a chance to 
render 3D models of noxious weeds 
that are used for educational purposes.

The students that participated in this 
year’s program were Analicette Arroyo, 
Aniya Torres, Jackson Oberrick, and 
Zariah Archuleta.

Rio Grande County Commissioners 
supported the program from its incep-
tion and have raised the amount of the 
scholarship as the years progressed and 
more students became interested in the 
program. Students work throughout 
the year to design the models from 
the ground up (pun intended) and 
learn about each of the noxious weeds 
they are sculpting with a 3D computer 
program as they move along.

Students spend considerable time 
on each project learning new skills 
and advancing their talents, sometimes 
spending time in the classroom during 
breaks. Ross and Monte Vista High 
School Science and STEM (Science 
Technology Engineering Mathematics) 
teacher Chris Vance work side by side 
with students, helping them design the 
plants on the computer before render-
ing the actual model through the 3D 
printer. 

Ross uses the results as educational 
tools that travel around to different 
events and conferences to show people 
what specific species of noxious weeds 
look like and what traits to look for 
in identifying the plant. Students can 
choose the noxious weed they will 
learn about and design throughout 
the program.

The other benefit that is a result of 
the program is that it helps secure grant 
funding for the department which 
Ross uses to create other educational 
propaganda such as educational bro-
chures and other materials he uses to 
share information on the dangers of 
noxious weeds and tips on how to get 
rid of them.

Now that the weather is beginning 
to warm up, Ross and his crew will 
be heading out to treat noxious weeds 

Courtesy photos

Rio Grande County Commissioners along with Monte Vista High School Science and STEM teacher Chris Vance and Rio Grande County Noxious 
Weed Director Armando Ross presented Analicette Arroyo, Aniya Torres, Jackson Oberrick, and Zariah Archuleta with scholarships for the 
2024 noxious weed program.

RGC Noxious Weed Department 
presents 2024 scholarships

throughout Rio Grande County. Ross 
hopes other schools will gain interest 
in the program so it can help more 
students, reach more of the public and 
raise awareness about noxious plants.

Noxious weeds such as Puncture 
Vine can be found all over the county 
and thanks to the efforts of Ross and 
his team, plants such as these are iden-
tified and controlled. Puncture Vine 
produces seeds that are referred to as 
“Goat Heads” and can cause serious is-
sues in livestock and domestic animals 
if the seeds are stepped on.

Another common noxious weed 
that is often considered a flower is the 
Russian Knapweed. According to the 
Department of Agriculture “Russian 
knapweed is a non-native, deep-rooted 
perennial that spreads by aggressive, 
creeping, horizontal roots (rhizomes) 
and seeds. The roots are brown to black 
with a scaly appearance. Russian knap-
weed can grow up to 3 feet in height. The 
stems and leaves are covered with short 
gray hairs. The flowers are urn-shaped, 
pink to purple in color, and are solitary 
at the tips of the upper branches. 

Russian knapweed can be distin-
guished from other knapweeds by the 
smooth, papery, rounded bracts that 
surround the flowers. Russian knap-
weed emerges in early spring after soil 
temperatures remain above freezing. It 
produces flowers from June to August 

and sets seeds in late summer to early 
fall. The seeds are viable for two to 
three years. Russian knapweed repro-
duces primarily from its root system. 
Buds on the horizontal roots can form 
adventitious shoots, August through 
the winter, that can grow to become 
independent plants. Once rosettes 

emerge in the spring, the remaining 
root buds slough off until they develop 
again in late summer. Additionally, root 
fragments can develop into new plants.”

A list of all noxious weeds through-
out Colorado can be found at https://
ag.colorado.gov/conservation/nox-
ious-weeds/noxious-weed-species-id

Each plant is pictured and includes a 
description and tips on how to control 
or remove the noxious plants com-
pletely. Ross can also be reached for 
help or to answer questions through 
the Noxious Weed Department at 
rgweed@riograndecounty.org or by 
calling 719-852-4804.
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By CHRISTINA HERRICK
The Packer

WASHINGTON — When pre-
sented the award as the 2024 Potato 
Person of the Year, Jim Ehrlich was 
speechless — well, almost. 

“I’m extremely humbled,” he told 
The Packer, which presented the 
award Feb. 26 in conjunction with 
the National Potato Council during 
the 2024 NPC Washington Summit. 
“I have been so blessed to work for 
the potato industry and the wonderful 
people in the industry. I’ve made great 
friends from all across the country. 
There’s nothing more noble than pro-
ducing food for people to eat.” 

Potato Person of the Year recognizes 
an individual who has gone above and 
beyond the call of duty during the past 
year to further the potato industry. 
Award winners have devoted a sig-
nificant amount of time promoting 
potatoes to consumers and represent-
ing the industry on trade missions and 
in front of regulatory agencies.

Ehrlich, dubbed the “face of Colo-
rado potatoes,” has served as the 
executive director of the Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee for 
the past 18 years after the late Tom 
Ford approached him to take over the 
post. Ehrlich announced his plan to 
retire this year. 

While he plans to step back, Ehrlich 
said he intends to stay connected to 
the industry. 

“My roots are in agriculture deep,” 
he said.

Bob Mattive, NPC’s incoming 
president, said he’s known Ehrlich 
for a long time, having somewhat 
similar paths to a career with pota-
toes. Mattive said Ehrlich is a selfless 
person whom many consult about for 
anything from marketing to legislative 
issues on state and national levels. 

“He’s worked hard for our potato 
industry in Colorado and also on the 

national scene,” Mattive said. “He’s 
been very proactive. … People look 
to him as a resource if they need to 
find out something about potatoes in 
Colorado. Jim is their go-to person.” 

Mattive said Ehrlich was instru-
mental in organizing a tour of Colo-
rado packing facilities for a delegation 
from Mexico, which was a critical 
moment to build relationships as U.S. 
potato exports to Mexico grew. Eh-
rlich also helped organize tours for the 
EPA and Colorado legislators to help 
them better understand the concerns 
and needs of the potato industry, 
Mattive said.

“Jim has really been good about 
bringing those people to the [San Luis 
Valley in Colorado] to get a firsthand 
view of some of the things that we do 
to produce potatoes,” he said. 

Ehrlich held previous roles with 
Coors Brewing Co. and JDE Farms. 
He also gives back to the community 

as vice president of San Luis Valley 
Health Hospital’s board of directors 
and as the current president of the 
San Luis Valley Overall Extension 
Advisory Board, where he has served 
as a board member for more than 
20 years. 

When asked what his favorite 
memory of his time with the Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee, 
Ehrlich said he fondly enjoyed his time 
in Washington, D.C., over the years at 
NPC’s Washington Summit, as well as 
some of the things he and his fellow 
Colorado delegates experienced. 

“We actually left one of our fellow 
growers at the airport one day on our 
flight back. And then we had another 
grower that was sick on the plane, and 
we kept downplaying it, and he had to 
have his gallbladder removed the next 
day,” he said. “It’s just the friendships 
you make and the experiences you 
have. They’ve been awesome.”

Photo courtesy of National Potato Council

Christina Herrick, produce editor for The Packer, presented Jim Ehrlich, 
at left, with the 2024 Potato Person of the Year award at the National 
Potato Council’s 2024 Washington Summit. Outgoing NPC President 
RJ Andrus, right, thanked Ehrlich for his nearly two decades of service 
to the potato industry. 

Honoring the ‘face of Colorado 
potatoes’ — Jim Ehrlich

Photo by Brian Williams

James Henderson, a fifth-generation farmer and rancher and Vice President of the Colorado Farm Bureau, gives the Colorado Legislative 
Update on Feb. 6, the opening day, of the 2024 Southern Rocky Mountain Agriculture Conference and Trade Show at the Outcalt Event and 
Conference at SLV Ski-Hi Complex in Monte Vista.

Ag conference in Monte Vista supports local economy
By JOHN WATERS

MONTE VISTA — For the Past 42 
years, the Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agricultural Conference has brought 
farmers, ranchers, educators, and 
vendors to Monte Vista.

The conference is unique among 
agricultural shows in that it began 
as an educational event and while it 
remains an agricultural event, it has 
grown and now incorporates trade 
show elements into the gathering.

True to the origins of the show, at-
tendees can learn from educational 
topics at the conference on water-
saving production practices, research 
practices, updates on legislative and 
market updates, financial manage-
ment, soil health, and farm family 
health.

Last year, agricultural economists 
and other staff from Colorado State 
University (CSU) extension set out 
to study the economic benefits the 
show has on the region. The authors, 
Rebecca Hill, Matt Burkard, Larry 
Brown, and Jim Clare, published their 
findings in a report, Economic Im-
pacts of the Southern Rocky Moun-
tain Agricultural Conference 2023. 

According to the report, non-local 
attendees to the annual conference 
had an economic impact on the re-
gion of $181,216 in 2023 and 2.1 jobs. 
The economic benefit to Monte Visa 
in 2023 was $39,118.

The group size of people coming 
to the region was on average, two 
persons, and groups varied in sized 
from one to 15 travelers.

Over 40 % of conference attendees 
sampled for the report were directly 
involved in production agriculture, 
over 25% were in agriculture support, 
15% were general public, about 7% 
CSU students, and about 3%, were 
Adams State University students or 
staff.

About 70% of the conference at-
tendees from out of the area spent the 
night in Alamosa, 20%, Monte Vista, 
and 10% spent the night elsewhere. 

These stays contributed to the local 
economy by the amount paid for 
hospitality, sales tax, hotel tax, and 
meal expenditures.

The study, not surprisingly, found 
that the agriculture conference con-
tributes significantly to the economy 
of the San Luis Valley, particularly 
to the economy of Monte Vista. The 
study analyzed the economic benefit 
the conference had on the region in 
2023. The 2024 conference had a total 

registration of about 675 attendees 
versus 380 in 2023 and should have a 
comparable increase in the economic 
contributions to the Valley.

 
In a March interview with the 

Valley Courier, Larry Brown with 
CSU Extension and Co-chair of the 
conference attributed part of the 
spike in attendance to having CSU 
Distinguished professor Dr. Temple 
Grandin at the gathering and give 
the keynote address: Visual Think-
ing: The hidden gifts of people who 
think in pictures, patterns, and ab-
stractions.

“A large portion of that increase 

is having Grandin give the keynote 
and the two other education sessions. 
I think we also had an increase in 
registrations given the breadth of 
the education sessions that we of-
fered,” said Brown who added that 
he doubled the size of the education 
committee this year.

“We had the goal of getting better 
geographic representation through-
out the Valley and better representa-
tion of the different types of crops, 
livestock, and agricultural enterprises 
in the variety of sessions we offered. 
There are still some people who call it 
the potato and grain conference but it 
is way beyond that now,” Brown said.
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Court case stalls implementation of sustainable 
management of water in aquifer for 2 years

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

ALAMOSA —  As a result of three 
objections filed in water court that 
has resulted in the need to schedule a 
trial estimated to last five weeks, im-
plementation of the plan that would 
restore water in the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District’s (RGWCD) 
Subdistrict. No. 1’s unconfined aqui-
fer and ensure its viability long into 
the future has been delayed by at 
least two years. According to Taylor 
Chick, Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District (RGWCD) Program 
Manager for Subdistrict No. 1, the 
reason for not setting the trial until 
January 2026 was to accommodate 
“the lawyers’ schedules.” 

In the meantime — as tempera-
tures rise, the amount of moisture 
received in the area decreases and 
levels in the unconfined aquifer con-
tinue to decline at a concerning rate 
— producers with access to finances 
substantial enough to pay current fees 
charged for “overpumping” water can 
continue with business as usual and 
the result will be a further decline in 
the aquifer.

The unconfined aquifer, the shal-
low aquifer in the San Luis Valley 
with water that is closest to the 
surface and the most easily accessed 
by groundwater wells, is managed 
by RGWCD’S Subdistrict No. 1. Ac-
cording to Chick, as of April, 2024, 
there are 3,.617 groundwater wells 
in Subdistrict No. 1. 

Starting back in 2002, in the midst 
of one of the worst droughts on re-
cord, the subdistrict was formed by 
an unusually progressive, forward-
thinking group of ranchers and 
farmers who realized that unlimited 
pumping of groundwater without de-
liberate attempts to replace what was 
taken out was simply not sustainable 
in the long term. 

Since the approval of the 1st An-
nual Replacement Plan by the state 
legislature in 2012, Subdistrict No. 
1 has taken increasingly aggressive 
steps to reduce depletion of the aqui-
fer, as required by state law. Some of 
those steps included incentives to 
producers to use less water or retire 
their land in production while oth-
ers were designed to disincentivize 
the withdrawal of water that wasn’t 
replaced. Part of that disincentive 
involved assessing a fee for every 
acre foot of water not replaced to the 
aquifer. The amounts of those fees 
have increased from, in the first year, 
$45 to the current $150 per acre foot 
of water. 

A growing number of farmers have 
employed practices that are saving 
water and reducing usage, such as 
improving soil health and regenera-
tive farming techniques. But there are 
other farm operations that are will-
ing pay the fees for “overpumping” 
presumably because the revenue 
generated in the current economy by 
the crops they’re growing more than 
offsets the fees payable to RGWCD. 
As the former program manager for 
Subdistrict No. 1, told the Valley 
Courier in 2022, some operations 
were paying over $150,000 in a single 
growing season. 

Meanwhile, persistent drought, 
climate change and excessive pump-
ing have caused levels in the aquifer 
to continue to decline at an alarming 
rate, prompting Subdistrict No. 1’s 
creation of the (4th) Amended Plan 
of Water Management (POWM). 

PLANNING FOR SUSTAIN-
ABILITY

Developed over the course of sev-
eral years with extensive input from 
hydrologists, the Division 3 engineer 
with Colorado’s Division of Water Re-
sources (DWR), the State Engineer, 
members and board members of 

Subdistrict No. 1 and board members 
of the RGWCD, the POWM is a 41-
page document that outlines the most 
aggressive plan yet.

Under the new POWM, for those 
who continue to “overpump”, the fee is 
raised to $500 an acre foot. Should re-
duced pumping not be accomplished 
with a $500 fee, Subdistrict No. 1 
reserves the right to increase it until 
water usage matches replacement. 

That fee is at the heart of the com-
plaint filed in court by three groups: 
Sustainable Water Augmentation 
Group (SWAG), Northeastern Water 
Users Association (NEWUA) and 
Farming Tech.

In June of 2023, the State Engineer 
approved the groundwater manage-
ment plan included in the POWM. 

He did not – nor was he asked to 
– approve the increase to a $500 fee, 
as that was outside the scope of his 
approval.  

In July, both the Subdistrict No. 1 
board, comprised of farmers, and the 
RGWCD board approved the plan.  

At that point, the last step prior 
to implementation involved going 
to water court where it’s ultimately 
up to Judge Gonzales, presiding, to 
approve. 

That “last step” was prevented 
from being taken because the three 
groups – SWAG, NEWUA and Farm-
ing Tech - filed objections against 
both RGWCD for the $500 fee and 
the Division of Water Resources for 
approving the groundwater manage-
ment plan. 

At a status hearing in January, 
Judge Gonzales agreed to delay the 
trial for two years because of “law-
yers’ schedules”. As a consequence, 
for the next 21 months, farmers in 
those groups will be able to continue 
to use water as they have been and 
paying the $150 fees they’ve been 
paying for depleting the aquifer be-
fore any action can possibly be taken.

When asked for his response to 
the delay, Craig Cotton, Division 
Engineer for Division 3 of Colorado’s 
Division of Water Resources, said, 
“We will be defending our approval 
of the plan. We believe that the new 
plan is appropriate, and the sooner 
that new plan is in place, the better. 
I’m concerned that the level of water 
in the aquifer continues to drop.”

Challenging year ahead for SLV potato growers
By JIM EHRLICH
CPAC President

MONTE VISTA — 2024 will be 
a very challenging year for San Luis 
Valley potato growers. Besides the 
normal risks of producing a po-
tato crop, there are three daunting 
challenges facing them this season; 
market prices, Potato Virus Y, and 
irrigation water supplies.

What a difference a year makes! 
Last year potato growers experi-
enced some of the best potato prices 
ever. Today prices are down 57 per-
cent with growers barely breaking 
even. Growers in Idaho planted an 
additional 35,000 acres in 2023, and 
they had good yields for the first 
time in three years. This resulted in 
approximately a 10 percent increase 
in potato supplies for 2024 and 
crashed prices. 

On Feb. 1, national fresh potato 
stocks were up 12 percent compared 
to 2022. This was the largest Febru-
ary supply inventory since 2001. This 
is bad news for prices and this large 
inventory will carry over into the 
2024 new crop harvest. The outlook 
is tough at best.

Keeping your potato crop healthy 
is the top priority for growers. 
A critical input, maybe the most 
important input, is the seed that 
growers plant. In the San Luis Val-
ley, potato growers have tradition-
ally purchased high-quality certified 
seed to plant and retained a portion 
of their crop at harvest to plant the 
following year. Because the local 

growing environment normally does 
not have high levels of disease pres-
sure this has worked well.

Growers have saved money com-
pared to other states where plant-
ing certified seed every year is the 
standard practice. But now San Luis 
Valley potato growers are facing an 
epidemic of Potato Virus Y.

Potato virus Y (PVY) was first 
recognized in  1931 as an aphid-
transmitted member within a group 
of viruses associated with potato 
degeneration, a disorder known 
since the eighteenth century. It was 
first reported in the Valley in the 
late 1970’s. 

PVY is important because it 
causes economic damage to the 
crop by reducing yields, affecting 
the size profile of tubers, and may 
cause necrotic blemishes to tubers 
preventing them from being mar-
ketable. PVY is seed borne making 
it particularly hard to control unless 
you can plant certified seed with 
very low levels of PVY.

Over the last decade, PVY levels 
within the San Luis Valley have esca-
lated out of control. Producing high-
quality certified seed has become 
very difficult and has resulted in a 
very tight seed supply for growers. 

PVY is a problem worldwide. It 
was estimated that over $100 million 
was being spent in the Pacific North-
west to control viruses 15 years ago.

A 2014 research study in Idaho 
determined that PVY was costing 
growers $19.5 million annually, and 

this spring Wisconsin potato grow-
ers are currently unable to purchase 
crop insurance for a portion of their 
potential crop due to a shortage of 
certified seed.

Local research has confirmed that 
PVY is costing our growers econom-
ically by reducing yields and quality. 
Valley growers are debating how to 
address this problem. How growers 
can attempt to solve the issue with 

the least economic and regulatory 
impact possible is very challenging. 
It will require creative ideas and 
cooperation as we continue to work 
on potential solutions. 

Today the Rio Grande basin snow-
pack is hovering in the 84 percent of 
average range. The unconfined aqui-
fer level is nearly 600,000 acre-feet 
below the minimum sustainability 
target set by the state water engineer 

and the clock is ticking toward the 
deadline to meet the sustainability 
target. Very hard decisions are com-
ing fast for all farmers in sub-district 
No. 1.

These challenges will be met be-
cause farmers are some of the most 
resilient and toughest people on 
earth and the San Luis Valley has 
some of the best and most progres-
sive farmers you will ever meet. 
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Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
owned business 

specializing in 
potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
solutions.

Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

Bob Mattive

Mattive of Monte Vista elected 
National Potato Council President

Photo courtesy of the National Potato Council / Bill Schaefer Photography

Bob Mattive, of Monte Vista, was elected to serve as the National Potato Council’s Presi-
dent for the next 12 months.

Photo by Brian Williams

An irrigation pivot moves across a field north of Monte Vista.

Council installs 
2024 Executive 

Committee during NPC 
Washington Summit

CONTRIBUTED
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The National Po-

tato Council (NPC) installed its 2024 roster of 
Executive Committee members this week at the 
organization’s annual Washington Summit. Dur-
ing the Annual Meeting of the Voting Delegates, 
Bob Mattive, of Monte Vista, was elected to serve 
as the Council’s President for the next 12 months.

Having grown up on a small farm in Brighton, 
Mattive began taking on leadership roles in high 
school — as class president and president of the 
4-H Club. Now, the partner of Worley Family 
Farms, LLLP, in Monte Vista, will continue to 
serve the industry in his newly appointed role as 
President of the National Potato Council. Mattive, 
who most recently served as NPC’s First Vice 
President and Vice President of Environmental 
Affairs, was elected to a one-year term on Feb. 26.

“I’ve always been interested in environmental 
issues and legislative affairs,” said Mattive, who 
was initially introduced to NPC as a delegate 
from Colorado. His involvement with the fed-
eral policy-focused organization brought about 
a national perspective and he served on different 
NPC committees throughout the years. Mattive 

also serves on several Colorado agricultural 
committees and boards. “I’ve learned a lot and I 
know we have to work hard and work together 
to keep relevant, educate the next generation, and 
continue advocating on behalf of our growers and 
industry partners.”

Mattive became a part of the fourth-generation 
Worley Family Farms when he and his wife Gail 
(Worley) were invited by her father to join the op-
eration in 1982. When he started farming with his 
father-in-law, the operation raised about 500 acres of 
potatoes. Today, the farm raises around 1,800-1,900 
acres of potatoes and 2,000 acres of other crops. The 
business is now also co-managed by their sons Grant 

and Reid and nephew Matthew Smartt.
For Mattive, environmental stewardship is 

second nature. “As with most industries, technol-
ogy has become a large part of our organization. 
We irrigate all of our acreage with computerized 
center pivot irrigation systems and utilize GPS 
operating systems in most of our tractors and 
other equipment,” said Mattive.

The full NPC Executive Committee roster 

includes:
• President – Bob Mattive, Monte Vista
• First Vice President and Vice President, Trade 

Affairs – Ted Tschirky, Pasco, Wash.
• Vice President, Legislative Affairs – Dean 

Gibson, Paul, Idaho
• Vice President, Environmental Affairs – Ben 

Sklarczyk, Johannesburg, Mich.
• Vice President, Finance and Office Procedures 

– TJ Hall, Hoople, N.D.
• Vice President, Grower Outreach and Indus-

try Relations – Chris Olsen, Othello, Wash.
• Immediate Past President – RJ Andrus, Idaho 

Falls, Idaho
As a grower-led organization, NPC is managed 

by an Executive Committee and Board of Direc-
tors, which oversees its operations and provides 
guidance on its policy activities. Board members 
are appointed by the Executive Committee from 
recommendations submitted by state potato 
grower organizations and hold office for one 
calendar year. 

NPC is the voice of U.S. potato growers and 
industry members in our nation’s capital. NPC 
protects potato growers’ interests in Washington, 
D.C. by addressing issues that affect the potato 
industry, from policy issues debated in Congress 
to regulatory issues proposed by federal agencies. 

The NPC 2024 Washington Summit is a forum 
for potato industry members to discuss, define, 
and advocate for the policy priorities impact-
ing their businesses and protecting their ability 
to farm. From Feb. 26 – March 1, growers and 
industry stakeholders took the results from its 
latest economic impact study, “The Current and 
Potential Impact of Expanded Potato Exports,” 
to Members of Congress and the administration 
to advocate for issues such as keeping potatoes 
in federal nutrition programs, promoting free 
and fair-trade agreements, and protecting tax 
policies that support the long-term health of 
family-owned farming operations.

Growing season begins in the SLV
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Photos by Brian Williams

Cattle are fed from a tractor on April 11 a couple of 
miles north of the Monte Vista National Wildlife Ref-
uge on Highway 15.

Left: A tractor works a field on April 11 north-east of 
Monte Vista on Twomile Lane.

One step in 
reducing 

groundwater 
usage

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
ALAMOSA — Senate bill SB22-

028, sponsored by Colorado Senator 
Cleave Simpson (R-D6), accom-
plished something few bills do: it 
was passed by unanimous vote in all 
committees who reviewed the bill 
and both houses of Colorado’s state 
legislature, largely due to a growing 
acknowledgement among legislators 
regarding the importance of reducing 
water usage in Colorado.

Titled the “Groundwater Compact 
Compliance and Sustainability Fund”, 
the bill called on the state legislature 
to allocate $60 million to help finance 
groundwater use reduction and sus-
tainability efforts in the Rio Grande 
and the Republican River Basins 
with each basin receiving $30 million 
toward that effort. The funding was 
made available through President 
Biden’s American Rescue Plan Act. 

The river basins were responsible 
for developing their own procedures 
in selecting and allocating funding. 

File photo

San Luis Valley farmers took advantage of a groundwater use reduction program that purchased water 
rights. According to officials, $26.9 million (90%) has been allocated with $3.1 million remaining from 
the funding pool.

San Luis Valley farmers paid $27 
million for purchase of water rights

In the San Luis Valley, that involved 
the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
District (RGWCD) coming up with 
criteria of eligibility that would be 
applicable to producers equally across 
the Valley while also making sure 
that any funding provided to farmers 
or ranchers would result in clearly 
definable reduction of water usage. 
In a sign of how seriously they took 
the project, board members spent 
significant time in determining crite-
ria that would deliver the maximum 
amount of benefit while also including 
eligibility requirements that were fair 
and equitable. They finally settled on 
a relatively straightforward program 
where, after a determination of how 
much water was being used for irri-
gation in previous years, water rights 
were purchased for around $2,500-
$3,000 per acre-foot.

The Valley Courier reached out 
to Amber Pacheco, deputy general 
manager of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District, for an update.

Approximately 25 applications 
submitted to the board for consider-
ation met the requirements set by the 
RGWCD Board of Directors. 

According to Pacheco, $26.9 million 
(90%) has been allocated with $3.1 
million remaining. Of that $26.9 mil-

lion, $13 million has been approved 
by the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board and the office of the State En-
gineer, both of whom have served in 
oversight roles related to distribution 
of funds.  A total of $6 million in fund-
ing has been “closed on” with the pur-

chase of water rights. The water rights 
were associated with wells irrigating 
10,500 acres of land, which translates 
into a reduction of 10,500 acre-feet of 
groundwater usage annually. 

When asked if there are plans for 
the remaining $3.1 million, Pacheco 

said they will likely go through all the 
applications they’ve received to make 
sure that none remaining are eligible. 
After that, they will probably reopen 
up the program and begin taking 
new applications until the remaining 
money is gone.

Spring comes Spring comes 
to the Valleyto the Valley
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