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SAN LUIS VALLEY — 
Wildfire season is upon us 
here in the San Luis Valley. 
Join Doug Currie, Forest Fire 
Management Officer for the 
Rio Grande National Forest 
as he talks about the local fire 
season outlook and how he 
is preparing for it. Currie has 
nearly 30 years of experience 
in wildfire response, prescribed 
fire and incident management 
throughout Alaska, the 
southern and western U.S. 

The online program will be 
held Wednesday, April 24, at 5 
p.m. in partnership with the San 
Juan Mountains Association. 
Visit the Rio Grande National 
Forest website or Facebook 
page, for event information. 

This event is part of the Rio 
Grande National Forest’s Forest 
Specialist Series, a once monthly 
online presentation to share 
information with our community.

CAC opens 
Call for Entry 

for Annual 
Mountain 
Shoot Out

CREEDE  — The 2024 
Mountain Shoot Out Call 
for Entry is now open. The 
deadline for entry is May 26. 

CAC will have its traditional 
opening reception on June 14 
at 5 p.m. at the Creede-Mineral 
County Visitor Center. The 
photographs will be displayed 
in the Visitor Center through 
Sept. 15. 

This year’s judge, Cheré 
Waters, will select first through 
third place awards and two 
Honorable Mentions. Visitors 
will vote for their favorite photo, 
and the winner will receive 
the People’s Choice Award. 
The winning photo will be 
purchased by the CAC, framed, 
and displayed at the Creede & 
Mineral County Visitor Center. 

For more information and 
to download the call for entry 
form, visit the website at 
https://creedeartscouncil.
com/mountain-shootout-
photography-exhibit.

Property tax 
payments at 

Alamosa County 
Treasurer’s Office

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
County Treasurer’s Office is 
open Monday-Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to take your 
cash, check or credit card 
payments for property taxes. 
The full payment deadline is 
April 30.  The office can also take 
payments over the phone or at 
alamosacounty.org. A service 
fee will be charged by the 
credit card company. Call the 
treasurer’s office at 719-589-
3626, if you have any questions.

Wildfire season 
is focus of RGNF 

series April 24

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
ALAMOSA — The Ala-

mosa Board of County 
Commissioners will meet 
on Wednesday to discuss 
a variety of agenda items 
including an emergency 
plan for “Migrant/Asylum 
Refugees,” and medical 
transport for Veterans.

Erik Treinen, Direc-
tor and SLV Emergency 
Director with the Ala-
mosa County of Emer-
gency Management will 

provide details of “Emer-
gency Life Safety Sup-
port Plan for Migrant/
Asylum Refugees in Ala-
mosa County.” According 
to document packet pro-
vided to commissioners, 
“The purpose of this Plan 
is to provide guidelines, 
principles, and structure 
to local government and 
private relief agencies/
non-profits for coordinat-
ing the overall functions 
of emergency sheltering 
and/or temporary hous-

ing for people arriving 
in the San Luis Valley 
(SLV) requiring immedi-
ate shelter, feeding, and 
other health and medi-
cal support. Emergency 
Shelters include the use 
of pre-identified sites in 
existing facilities, or the 
creation of temporary fa-
cilities should emergency 
sheltering be necessary.

“The Commissioners of 
the San Luis Valley in-
tend to provide emergent 
support to Migrants and 

Refugees from the South-
west Border (SWB) or any 
other location to prevent 
the loss of life and assist 
the individuals reaching 
their desired destinations 
outside of the San Luis 
Valley. The six counties of 
the San Luis Valley (Ala-
mosa, Conejos, Costilla, 
Mineral, Rio Grande, and 
Saguache) would like it 
known that there are not 
enough services or re-
sources available to sup-
port a prolonged response 

and will quickly over-
whelm local resources if 
individuals from these 
groups arrive searching 
for on-going continued 
services.”

The Veterans Medical 
Transport and Schedul-
ing Services of Alamosa 
County will make a pre-
sentation regarding a 
grant application with 
the El Pomar Founda-
tion seeking $94,790. 
According to the applica-

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — With 

its championship win on 
the FOX21/SOCO CW 
Rocky Mountain Quiz 
Kids Show, the quiz bowl 
team from Alamosa High 
School proved them-
selves worthy to play 
on a national stage. On 
Friday, April 26, the 
team will represent their 
school in a 143-team na-
tional competition: Na-
tional Academic Quiz 
Tournaments’ Small 
School National Champi-
onship Tournament.

Quiz bowl is a competi-

tive, academic, interscho-
lastic activity for teams 
of four students. Quiz 
bowl teams use buzz-
ers to answer questions 
about science, math, his-
tory, literature, mythol-
ogy, geography, social 
science, current events, 
sports, and popular cul-
ture. The matches fea-
ture a blend of individual 
competition and team 
collaboration, since no 
individual player is like-
ly to be an expert in all 
subject areas. Participa-
tion in quiz bowl both re-

Courier file photo

In this 2023 photo, contestants pictured left to right are AHS juniors Jake Fricke and 
Brock Benton, freshman Madelyn Garberich and sophomore Aaron Ramirez. 

Alamosa Quiz Kids on the stage this Friday

Wynonna Judd 
to headline 

Stampede concert
STAFF 

REPORT
M O N T E 

VISTA — 
L o n g t i m e 
country artist 
and multiple-
award win-
ner Wynonna 
Judd will be 
the featured 
act for the 
Ski Hi Stam-
pede concert 
on Thursday, 
July 11, as 
the 100-year 
plus event 
moves up a 
week earlier 
than normal.

Up-and-coming artist Max McNown will be the 
guest artist. Tickets will be available soon at skihi-
stampede.com.

Wynonna is one of the most widely recognized 
and awarded female country musicians in history. 
In all, she has had 19 No. 1 singles, including those 
with The Judds. Her solo albums and singles are all 
credited to — and performed under — the singular 
stage name, Wynonna.

She first rose to fame in the 1980s alongside her 
mother, Naomi, in their mother-daughter country 
music duo, The Judds. They released seven albums 
on Curb Records, in addition to 26 singles, of which 
14 were No. 1 hits.

In 2023, Wynonna was named the best country 
music artist, picking up the “country champion” 
award at the “People’s Choice Country Awards”.

McNown is a singer-songwriter from Bend, Ore. 
His soulful music attracted international attention 
on TikTok and other social media platforms, which 
built an engaging and committed fanbase.

His powerful lyrics and resonant vocals led to col-
laborations with renowned producers and songwrit-
ers and the opportunity to audition in front of Katy 
Perry, Lionel Ritchie, and Luke Bryan during the 
2023 season of “American Idol.”

The best idea 

America ever 

had

STAF REPORT
 SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Since the establish-
ment of Yellowstone Na-
tional Park in 1872 our 
national parks have pro-
tected some of the most 
spectacular landscapes 
on Earth, included are 
the majestic sand dunes.

Our local park, Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve was 
first established in 1932 
as a national monu-
ment. It became a na-
tional park and preserve 
in 2004.

National Parks Week 
began on Saturday, 
April 20. This week, 
each day has a differ-
ent theme to highlight 
various aspects of Great 
Sand Dunes and the Na-
tional Park Service as a 
whole:

The weeklong re-
dedication to our parks 
began in August 1991 
when President George 
Bush proclaimed, “ The 
founding of our mag-
nificent Yellowstone 
National Park in 1872 
not only marked an im-
portant milestone in 
the history of American 
conservationism but 
also inspired a world-
wide movement to set 
aside certain lands for 

the preservation of their 
unique scenic value 
and natural resources. 
Today more than 100 
countries boast some 
1,200 national parks or 
equivalent preserves.

“To help protect the 
scenery, wildlife, and 
historic sites that are 
found throughout our 
National Park Sys-
tem, the Congress es-
tablished the National 
Park Service on August 
25, 1916. 

“The National Park 
Service is responsible 
for managing the lands 
in its care “in such man-
ner and by such means 
as will leave them unim-
paired for the enjoyment 

Courier photo by John Waters

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve Photographer and Park Ranger Pat-
rick Myers is pictured here with interpretive displays comprising his photographs 
in the park visitor Center. 

Celebrate National 
Park Week

Veteran transport, migrant-asylum on 
agenda for Alamosa County Commissioners
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

School Menu
Tuesday

April 23, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Italian Meatball Sub/Marinara

French Fries
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Pancake On A Stick

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Italian Meatball Sub/Marinara

French Fries
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Italian Meatball Sub/Marinara

French Fries
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Shelia Marie Briggs 
(Smith), 64, known to 
many in Del Norte, Colo., 
as “Miss Shelia”, passed 
away unexpectedly on 
April 13, 2024, at Memo-
rial Central Hospital in 
Colorado Springs. She-
lia was born to Edward 
and Alice Smith (of Pao-
nia) in Delta, Colo., on 
Aug. 22, 1959.

A farm-girl and natu-
ral born Coloradan, 
Shelia enjoyed many 
outdoor activities with 
her parents and two sib-
lings, Steve and Janelle; 
including being blessed 
with her mother’s green 
thumb. Hometown pride 
was a part of her youth, 
as a Paonia student and 
Eagles cheerleader – 
spending many a sum-
mer’s day at Big Ma’s 
(her grandmother) prac-
ticing.

In 1976, after the birth 
of her son and divorcing 
her first husband, she 
began dating the love of 
her life, John Briggs. As 
John helped her raise 
Mike, as his own. Their 
love continued to grow, 
and the couple married 
Sept. 1, 1979. Their fam-
ily grew by two when 
they welcomed two more 
children – William in 
1981 and Criselle in 
1992.

Shelia loved spending 

time with her husband 
and kids, especially in 
the high country. Her 
admiration for nature 
and its wildlife was un-
precedented and never 
faded; the butterflies 
and beautiful wildflow-
ers in the mountains 
always will remind us 
of her. Once her young-
est was old enough to 
be home alone, She-
lia began working as 
Teacher’s Assistant for 
Del Norte Head Start 
– those children, along 
with her grandson 
Karsyn, kept her spir-

its lifted and her body 
busy.

Shelia was preceded in 
death by her parents Ed 
and Alice Smith, sister-
in-law Kathleen Smith, 
brother-in-law Ever-
ett Briggs, father and 
mother-in-law Willard 
and Helen Briggs, and 
nephew Levi Comer.

Shelia is survived 
by her loving husband 
of 45 years, John; sib-
lings Steven Smith and 
Janelle (Bill) Comer; 
children Michael (Gin-
ger) Vodopich, William 
Briggs, and Criselle 
(Jeremy) Nading; grand-
son Karsyn Nading; 
four bonus grandsons 
(Avery, Alex, John, and 
Jase); several sisters 
and brothers-in-law; 
and dozens of nieces and 
nephews.

A donation page to 
help with cost of ar-
rangements and to sup-
port the family is avail-
able through GoFundMe 
– under the title “Cele-
bration of Life for Shelia 
Briggs”. Celebration of 
Life will be held at a lat-
er date; inquiries can be 
made with her daugh-
ter, Criselle. Cremation 
was chosen at Shelia’s 
request.

Arrangements are in 
care of Romero Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.

Shelia Marie Briggs (Smith)

Marry Ann Martinez 

(Large), 71, of Albuquer-

que, N.M., former Alamo-

sa, Colo., resident, went 

home to be with the Lord 

on Wednesday, April 10, 

2024, surrounded by her 

loving family. She was 

born on Aug. 21, 1952, 

to Filiberto and Marvine 

Large.

With boundless energy 

and determination, she 

embraced life with vital-

ity and purpose. Her ad-

venturous spirit defined 
her existence, whether 

she was exploring new 

places with loved ones 

or finding joy in life’s 
simple pleasures. A few 

of her favorite pastimes 

include spending sunny 

days at the beach, cheer-

ing passionately at foot-

ball games, and eagerly 

attending the concerts of 

her favorite musicians. 

Although she had a keen 

eye for style, fashion, and 

adventure, she also found 

solace in quieter pursuits 

like sewing, baking, home 

renovation projects, and 

solving puzzles. These 

activities created lasting 

memories with her and 

her family through their 

shared experiences. 

Her dedication to serv-

ing others extended be-

yond her family, span-

ning over 50 years as a 

seamstress, including her 

role at the Department 

of Veteran Affairs. Mary 

Ann’s craftsmanship and 

attention to detail not 

only showcased her com-

mitment but also brought 

comfort and dignity to 

countless individuals.

Mary Ann was prede-

ceased by her parents, 

Filiberto and Marvine 

Large, as well as her 

brothers, Moises large 

and George Large.

She is survived by her 

three children, Aldon 

Martinez, Renee Marti-

nez, and Patricia Marti-

nez, her four grandchil-

dren, Kianna Martinez, 

D’Marco Salazar, Pat-

rick Salazar, and Bianca 

Martinez, her siblings, 

Carlos Large, Danny 

Large, Margaret Large, 

and Carla Van Dyke, and 

close nephew Tino Large.

Her unconditional love 

and unwavering support 

are the pillars of her fam-

ily’s strength. Her legacy 

of kindness and com-

passion will continue to 

guide them through life’s 

journey.

Mary Ann’s spirited 

nature, independence, 

and loyalty endeared 

her to all who knew her. 

She leaves behind a pro-

found impact of love, 

laughter, and unwaver-

ing strength, with her 

kindness, warmth, and 

infectious spirit touching 

many lives. While her ab-

sence will be deeply felt, 

her memory will live on 

in the hearts of all who 

knew her.

We invite all who cher-

ished Mary Ann to join 

us in commemorating 

her life and sharing fond 

memories. A Rosary/Vigil 

will be held on Thursday, 

May 2, at 6 p.m., followed 

by a Funeral Service 

on Friday, May 3, at 10 

a.m. at St. Bernadette’s 

Church, 11509 Indian 

School Rd. NE, Albuquer-

que, N.M.

Mary Ann Martinez (Large)

Longtime Alamosa resi-
dent Jose “Walter” V. Es-
pinoza, 83, went to be with 
the Lord on April 17, 2024. 
Walter was born Dec. 16, 
1940, in Espinoza, Colo., 
the son of Juan E. and Sol-
idea Romero Espinoza.

After graduating from 
La Jara High School, he 
honorably served in the 
United States Navy from 
August of 1958 
to December of 
1962 and the 
United Stated 
Army from Oc-
tober of 1963 to 
October of 1966.

He married 
Laura Maria 
Montoya on 
July 10, 1968, 
in Conejos, 
Colo., where 
they resided in 
Alamosa for 56 
years.

W a l t e r 
worked for AmeriGas for 
38 years as a service tech-
nician and was well known 
throughout the San Luis 
Valley. He often gave his 
time and skills to anyone 
in need of assistance with 
their propane appliances 
and their heating needs.

He was a devoted Catho-
lic and enjoyed attending 
church and was involved 
in many church activities. 
A member American Le-
gion Post No. 113 of Ala-
mosa, World War II, Ko-
rean, Vietnam Last Squad 
of Alamosa.

Walter loved the time 
he spent with his wife, 
family, grandchildren and 
the many friends he made 
through his years.

He is survived by his four 
children, Orlie Espinoza of 
Alamosa, Jeff Espinoza of 
Fountain, Mario Espinoza 
of Lone Tree, and Aaron 
Espinoza of Alamosa; four 
grandchildren, D’mitri Es-
pinoza, Alysa Espinoza, 
Elijah Espinoza and Mon-
tana Pearce; sisters Lucy 

(George) Martinez of Ro-
meo, Marbella (John) Tru-
jillo of Denver, Virginia 
(Dave) Stuber of Alamosa, 
and Irene Espinoza of Au-
rora; sisters-in-law Virgin-
ia Espinoza of Leadville 
and Rosalie Espinoza of 
Romeo; and brother Otto 
(Elva) Espinosa of Layton, 
Utah. He is also survived 
by numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends.

Walter was preceded in 
death by his parents Juan 
and Solidea Espinoza; his 
beloved wife Laura Espi-
noza; and two brothers, 
Enios Espinoza and Lionel 
Espinoza.

Cremation was chosen 
and a Vigil Service with 
Recitation of the Rosary 
will be held on Saturday, 
April 27, 2024, at 9:30 
a.m. Memorial Mass to 
follow at 10 a.m. at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
in Alamosa. Inurnment 
will follow at the Alamosa 
Cemetery with full mili-
tary honors.

To leave online condo-
lences, please visit romero-
funeralhomes.com. The 
care of arrangements has 
been entrusted to Romero 
Funeral Home of Alamosa. 

Walter Espinoza

Katherine Woolbert, an 
extraordinary individual 
whose light shone bright-
ly in all facets of her life, 
passed away on April 8, 
2024, in Alamosa, Colo-
rado. Born on March 29, 
1951, in Washington D.C., 
she graced this world with 
her presence and left an 
indelible mark through 
her numerous achieve-
ments and unwavering 
dedication to her passions.

Katherine was a woman 
of many talents and inter-
ests, excelling as a writer, 
editor, martial arts practi-
tioner, horse owner, artist, 
and educator. Her career 
spanned various fields, 
from publishing six books 
to serving as an instructor 
at Adams State Univer-
sity for over two decades. 
Katherine’s commitment 
to the arts extended be-
yond writing; she delved 
into sculpture, painting, 
drawing, and more, show-
casing her boundless cre-
ativity.

One of Katherine’s 
proudest accomplishments 
was founding and directing 
the volunteer Prison Inte-
grated Health Program at 
the Federal Women’s Pris-
on in Dublin, California. 
Her innovative approach 
to holistic healing touched 
the lives of many incarcer-

ated individuals, under-
scoring her compassionate 
nature and desire to make 
a difference.

Her magnetic personali-
ty was characterized by fi-
ery passion and unwaver-
ing loyalty. Katherine was 
known for her honesty, 
generosity, and deep love 
for horses—especially her 
beloved Espranza. Wheth-
er crafting beautiful quilts 
by hand or tending to her 
garden, she found solace 
in creative pursuits that 
reflected her vibrant spir-
it.

In addition to her profes-
sional success and creative 
endeavors, Katherine cher-
ished her relationships 
with family and friends. 
She is survived by her 
devoted spouse Henry 
Woolbert; loving siblings 
Thomas Edwards Park of 
Washington, New Hamp-

shire; Mary Caroline Park 
Berman of Oakland, Cali-
fornia.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents 
Richard Park  and Maude 
(Green) Park, her sisters 
Nancy Turner Park; and 
Susan Park.

As we bid farewell to 
Katherine Woolbert, we 
celebrate a life well-lived—
a life defined by passion, 
creativity, generosity, and 
unwavering dedication to 
uplifting others. Her lega-
cy will continue to inspire 
all who had the privilege 
of knowing her. May she 
rest in peace amidst the 
echoes of all the lives she 
touched with her kindness 
and brilliance.

At her request crema-
tion was completed and a 
Celebration of Life Gather-
ing will be held at a later 
time. To express thoughts 
or memories for the family, 
please visit www.mvmor-
tuary.com

Mountain Valley Mor-
tuary in Monte Vista is in 
care of the arrangements.

Katherine Woolbert

ALAMOSA – Tyler and 
Megan Cerny of Alamosa 
welcomed their first child 
on March 31, 2024, Eas-
ter Sunday. Merritt Tyler 
Cerny was born at SLV 
Health weighing 6 pounds, 
11 ounces and 19 ¾ inches 
in length.

Paternal grandparents 
are Keith Cerny and Beth 
Cerny Tooker, both of Ala-
mosa, and maternal grand-

parents are Walter Gylling 
of LaJara and Miriam Ba-
ines of Alamosa. Paternal 
great-grandparents are 
the late Robert and Elsie 
Cerny, and the late Fran-
cis and Mary Alice Rea of 
Nebraska. Maternal great-
grandparents are Julie 
Campbell of Alamosa and 
the late Robert Campbell, 
and Nathel Gylling and 
the late Ivan Gylling.

Merritt Tyler Cerny
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tion, “The purpose of this 
request is to enable the 
Veterans Medical Trans-
portation and Schedul-
ing Services of Alamosa 
County to better assist 
local Veterans of the San 
Luis Valley to obtain safe 
and secure transporta-
tion to their statewide ap-
pointments.”

The commissioners will 
also discuss a memoran-

dum of understanding 
with the Colorado De-
partment of Human Ser-
vices. This is an annual 
renewal.

The Alamosa County 
Employee of the Quarter 
will be announced. Roni 
Wisdom, County Admin-
istrator, will read a letter 
of appreciation the coun-
ty received. Commission-
er Lori Laske will read 
a “We Love our National 
Park Proclamation.”

A liquor license renewal 
for BJGN LLC, Discount 

Liquor at 151 Broadway 
in Alamosa will be dis-
cussed.

Two grants for the San 
Luis Valley Regional 
Airport to be filed with 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation will be 
discussed. Airport man-
ager Will Hickman will 
update commissioners.

The meeting will begin 
at 8:30 a.m., on Wednes-
day, April 24 at 8900 In-
dependence Way in Ala-
mosa and is also available 
on Zoom.

inforces lessons from the 
classroom and encourag-
es players to develop new 
intellectual interests.

This will be Alamosa’s 
first time attending the 
Small School National 
Championship Tourna-
ment. In 2023, they qual-
ified but were not able to 
attend.

The SSNCT is the only 

quiz bowl national cham-
pionship pitting small 
schools against each 
other.  It has one division 
containing non-selective 
public schools with 500 
or fewer students in their 
top three grades, and an-
other division for other 
schools with 350 or few-
er students in their top 
three grades.

The team, in the Tradi-
tional Public Schools Di-
vision, will be captained 
by Jake Fricke, who will 

be joined by Brock Ben-
ton, Madelyn Garberich, 
and Brice Wisener. The 
team will be coached by 
Jason Duncan, Erika 
Henderson, and Mat-
thew Relyea.

Tournament results 
will be updated through-
out the three days of com-
petition at www.naqt.
com/go/stats/14701 so ev-
eryone can follow along 
and see how the team 
does.  You can also follow 
#ssnct on Twitter.

of future generations.” It 
is a noble and important 
task because our national 
parks are more than sce-
nic preserves. As the re-
nowned conservationist 
and civic leader, J. Hor-
ace McFarland, observed: 
‘The parks are the Na-
tion’s pleasure grounds 
and the Nation’s restor-
ing places, they are an 
American idea; it is one 
thing we have that has 
not been imported. These 
great parks are, in the 
highest degree, as they 
stand today, a sheer ex-
pression of democracy.”

In 1983, Wallace Stegn-
er wrote, “National Parks 
are the best idea we ever 
had, Absolutely Ameri-
can, absolutely demo-
cratic, they reflet us at 
our best, rather than our 
worst.”

This week, visitors to 
the park can enjoy a vari-
ety of activities including:

• Tuesday, April 23 
– INNOVATION: Stop 

by the visitor center at 
1:30 for a short ranger 
program about the inno-
vative tools and devices 
people have made here 
for millennia. 

• Wednesday, April 
24 – WORKFORCE 
WEDNESDAY: Watch 
for our social media post 
highlighting a few Great 
Sand Dunes staff mem-
bers! 

• Thursday, April 25 
– YOUTH ENGAGE-
MENT: Great Sand 
Dunes engages youth 
through programs for 
schools, local libraries, 
the Alamosa Boys and 
Girls Club, internship 
programs through Con-
servation Legacy, and 
Youth Archeology Camps. 
Watch for a social media 
post highlighting our cur-
rent Conservation Legacy 
intern.

• Friday, April 26 – 
COMMUNITY CON-
NECTIONS: This is also 
Arbor Day, a day set aside 
to celebrate and care for 
trees. Watch for our social 
media post about some of 
the unique trees at Great 

Sand Dunes! Arbor Day 
was founded as a way 
for communities to learn 
about and plant trees. 
But long before Arbor 
Day, Indigenous people 
have been peeling trees 
at Great Sand Dunes, 
carefully extracting the 
inner bark for food and 
medicine without killing 
the tree.

• Saturday, April 27 
– NATIONAL JUNIOR 
RANGER DAY: Stop by 
the visitor center through-
out the day for a touch 
table of cool fossils, arti-
facts, and natural objects, 
and pick up a variety of 
Junior Ranger booklets – 
Great Sand Dunes Junior 
Ranger, Night Explorer, 
Wilderness Explorer, 
Eclipse Explorer, and Bat 
Explorer, to earn special 
badges or patches! Our 
Great Sand Dunes Junior 
Ranger Day will be on 
Saturday, Aug. 10.

• Sunday, April 28 – 
ARTS IN PARKS: Join a 
park ranger for a time of 
sketching and creating! 
Materials provided. Visi-
tor center, 1:30 p.m.

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — Last 
week students and staff at 
Alamosa High School cele-
brated the unveiling of the 
2024 Mural of Hope which 
was painted by the stu-
dents of art teacher John 
Dodds. Denver muralist 
Carlos Fresquez assisted in 
the project. The mural is in 
the school library.

In an interview last 
month with the Valley 
Courier while the students 
were creating the mural, 
Dodds said, “The concept is 
hope, and what does hope 
look like to the students, 
we want students to come 
up with the idea, the plan, 
and also execute it.  I’m 
here as a coach and a guide 
and Mr. Fresquez is teach-
ing them color theory, tex-
ture, and layout.”

Included in the artwork 
are many scenes of the re-
gion in,cluding mountains, 
trees, wildflowers and the 
school mascot, a moose. 
The creative student art-
ists also included a sas-
quatch, a UFO, and a fairy.

The Caring for Colorado 
Foundation sponsored 
the mural, one of four in 
the state. The foundation 
works with communities to 
improve the health of Colo-
rado’s children, youth, and 
families. In 2023, the chari-
table organization awarded 
$12.3 million to 214 non-
profit groups.

Photo courtesy of Alamosa High School

Last week students and staff at Alamosa High School celebrated the unveiling of the 2024 Mural of Hope.

Unbridled hope at Alamosa High

Movement and Cello open to community
By ADAMS STATE 

UNIVERSITY
ALAMOSA — The 

Adams State University 
Next50 is hosting Move-
ment and Cello at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday, April 
25, in the Rex Activity 
Center. The event is free 
and open to the public.

Join Yula Cisneros 
Montoya and Mark Dud-
row exploration and cel-
ebration of music and 
dance. This workshop 
encourages all inter-
ested movers and music 
lovers of any proficiency 
level to participate. The 

unifying characteristic 
of all registrants is a 
great love for music and 
dance. Let your body 
move to Bach, Piazzolla, 
some delicious blues, 
and more.

Yula Cisneros Montoya 
has a BFA in Dance and 
Pilates certification from 
Cornish College of the 
Arts and teaches at her 
private studio in Alamo-
sa. She has over twenty 
years as a dancer and 
educator who teaches 
specialized dance tech-
niques in ballet, modern, 
African, and Afro-Latino 

dance aesthetics. 
Mark Dudrow has been 

playing the cello for live 
audiences for more than 
five decades. He shares 
the song of the cello with 
all kinds of audiences, 
from festivals to farmers 
markets, and collabo-
rates with musicians in 
many genres including 
Chamber Music, Singer-
Songwriter, Balkan and 
Middle-Eastern, Ameri-
cana, Tango, Blues, Jazz 
and Rock and Roll… In 
addition to live perfor-
mance, Mark teaches 
cello, does studio record-

ing sessions and loves to 
do collaborative projects 
with dancers, writers 
and visual artists.

The program is funded 
with a $129,959 grant 
from NextFifty Initia-
tive, a private Colorado-

based foundation that 
supports projects ben-
efiting people 50-years-
old and older.

Follow us on Facebook
Alamosa Valley Courier
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By CHASE 
WOODRUFF

Colorado Newsline
A major set of election 

reforms, constitutional 
protections for abortion 
rights and a series of tit-
for-tat battles over proper-
ty taxes and environmen-
tal regulation top the long 
list of measures that may 
appear on Colorado ballots 
in November.

“There’s going to be 
about 47 ballot measures 
on a really long ballot,” 
joked Theresa Conley, 
chair of the state’s Initia-
tive Title Setting Review 
Board, last week during 
the panel’s final biweekly 
meeting to hear proposed 
initiatives.

If that ends up being an 
overstatement, it might 
not be by much. For now, 
more than 50 different 
initiatives remain in play 
for the November ballot, 
though major hurdles re-
main for most of them, and 
history suggests a signifi-
cant number will be with-
drawn.

The first step in quali-
fying for the ballot is to 
win approval from the 
Title Board, a three-
member panel of officials 
designated by the sec-
retary of state, attorney 
general and the legisla-
tive branch. A majority 
of the board must deter-
mine that an initiative 
meets a constitutional 
requirement that mea-
sures address only a sin-
gle subject, and can be 
given a clear “title” — a 
one-sentence description 
of the proposal that will 
appear on signature peti-
tions and ballots.

Once a title is set, statu-
tory initiatives must earn 
signatures from at least 
124,238 registered voters, 
and then need a simple 
majority to pass. Those 
seeking to amend the state 
Constitution face two addi-
tional hurdles: they must 
collect signatures from at 
least 2% of registered vot-
ers in each of Colorado’s 35 
state Senate districts, and 
the measure must be ap-
proved by at least 55% of 
voters.

Over 100 measures have 
been given the nod from 
the Title Board during the 
2024 election cycle, though 
many of them were varia-
tions on the same proposal 
and dozens have already 
been withdrawn or ex-
pired. And at least one 
high-profile initiative cam-
paign has already failed to 
collect enough signatures: 
Backers of the Colorado 
Life Initiative, an anti-
abortion measure that 
would have defined life as 
beginning at conception, 
told CBS News last week 
that they were only able to 
collect “tens of thousands” 
of signatures.

The deadline to file a 
proposed initiative was 
April 5. Following the Title 
Board’s last regular hear-
ing of the election cycle 
last week, another hand-
ful of measures may be 
approved by the board in 
a special re-hearing this 
week, or by the Colorado 
Supreme Court, which 
often has the final say 
on ballot title decisions. 
Initiatives approved for 
signature-gathering must 
submit their petitions for 
certification no later than 
Aug. 5.

Election overhaul
Some of the most funda-

mental changes proposed 
by 2024’s bumper crop of 
ballot measures are those 
contained in an election 
overhaul package backed 
by centrist megadonor 
Kent Thiry, former CEO of 
Denver-based DaVita.

The reforms would abol-
ish Colorado’s current 
party primary and assem-
bly system for federal and 
state offices, replacing it 
with an all-candidate or 
“jungle” primary election. 
The four candidates who 
receive the most prima-
ry votes would advance 
to the general election, 
which would be decided by 
ranked-choice voting, also 
known as instant-runoff 
voting. Under this method, 
voters would rank as many 
or as few of the four can-
didates as they wish, and 
candidates with the fewest 
first-place votes are elimi-
nated until one candidate 
receives a majority.

Abortion rights
Backed by Coloradans 

for Protecting Reproduc-
tive Freedom, a coalition 
of groups including Cobalt 
and the ACLU of Colora-
do, Proposed Initiative 89 
would recognize the right 
to an abortion under the 
Colorado Constitution. It 
would also allow the pro-
cedure to be covered by 
health insurance plans for 
state and local government 
employees, repealing a 40-
year old constitutional ban 
that currently prohibits 
state dollars from being 
used to pay for abortions.

Organizers announced 
last week that they had 
submitted over 230,000 
signatures in support of 
the measure to the Colo-
rado secretary of state’s of-
fice, which will determine 
the sufficiency of the peti-
tions by May 17. As a con-
stitutional amendment, 
which can’t be repealed by 
a vote of the Legislature, 
the measure would need to 
be approved by 55% of vot-
ers to pass.

Property taxes
Conservative groups are 

pushing to enact a 4% an-
nual cap on the growth of 
property tax revenues, un-
less voters authorize their 
local taxing district to re-
tain the excess revenue. 
Several different versions 
of the measure are pend-
ing.

An initial set of measures 
filed by the two groups pro-
posed slight variations on 
a mechanism that would 
require the state to reim-
burse local districts using 
the state’s general fund, at 
a cost of around $750 mil-
lion annually. Dave Davia, 
Colorado Concern’s CEO, 
said in a press release that 
the mechanism was “bal-
anced and thoughtful” and 
“very intentionally pro-
tected funding increases 
for teachers, firefighters 
and other local districts.”

A series of measures 
seeking to counteract the 
impacts of these anti-tax 
initiatives are also pend-
ing. All are backed by Scott 
Wasserman, the outgoing 
president of the liberal 
Bell Policy Center, and 
have won initial approval 
from the Title Board.

Anti-LGBTQ measures
Two measures sponsored 

by Erin Lee, a Fort Col-
lins anti-LGBTQ activist 
who since 2022 has made 

a string of appearances in 
conservative media cru-
sading against what she 
calls the “indoctrination” 
of children by “predators” 
at public schools, have 
been approved by the Title 
Board. One would require 
Colorado public schools to 
notify parents when their 
child shows signs of “expe-
riencing gender incongru-
ence” at school, and anoth-
er would codify a parent’s 
“legal right to review their 
child’s school records.”

Oil and gas wars
In an echo of past Colo-

rado elections, the stage is 
set once again this year for 
a ballot clash between the 
oil and gas industry and 
environmental advocates, 
both of which have have 
filed multiple proposed ini-
tiatives.

One industry-backed 
proposal seeks to ban state 
and local governments 
from restricting “energy 
choice,” a move that would 
halt efforts to phase out 
the use of natural gas in 
homes and businesses, a 
major source of greenhouse 
gas emissions. A separate, 
broader measure would 
amend the Constitution 
to prohibit restrictions on 
gas-powered vehicles, ap-
pliances, lawn equipment 
or any other “products or 
services currently in com-
mon use based on the en-
ergy source of that product 
or service.”

Other measures 
In addition to the battle 

over property taxes, the 
clash between Gov. Jared 
Polis and local govern-
ments over Colorado hous-
ing policy may be headed 
to the November ballot in 
the form of a constitutional 
amendment affirming the 
right of “local control over 
land use.”

Three different versions 
of the proposed amend-
ment were approved by 
the Title Board last week. 
The proponents, former 
Republican state Sen. 
Kevin Grantham and for-
mer Democratic state Sen. 
Cheri Jahn, were repre-
sented before the board by 
Jason Dunn, a Republican 
former U.S. attorney dur-
ing the Trump administra-
tion who is now an attor-
ney at Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck.

The measure would se-
verely restrict efforts by 
Polis and some lawmakers 
to force cities to allow the 
construction of more hous-
ing units and higher-den-
sity neighborhoods, add-
ing a clause in the state 
Constitution that gives lo-
cal governments “plenary 
and exclusive control over 
land use regulations or 
decisions within their ju-
risdictions, such that the 
state government may not 
specify more or less restric-
tive land use requirements 
than the local government 
specifies.”

Meanwhile, conserva-
tive activist Jon Caldara 
of the Independence In-
stitute has filed another 
proposed income tax cut, 
which would reduce the 
state’s current income 
tax rate from 4.4% to 4%. 
The cut would be the third 
incremental reduction 
passed by voters in con-
secutive two-year election 
cycles, as part of an effort 
Caldara’s group calls a 
“Path to Zero” for state in-
come taxes.

Dozens of high-stakes 
initiatives could appear on 

Colorado’s 2024 ballot
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By US 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION AGENCY
DENVER – On Mon-

day, as the Biden-Harris 
Administration celebrates 
Earth Day, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) announced The 
Colorado Energy Office and 
Oweesta Corporation have 
been selected to receive 
$156,120,000 each through 
the Solar for All (SFA) grant 
competition to develop long-
lasting solar programs that 
enable low-income and 
disadvantaged communi-
ties to deploy and benefit 
from distributed residential 
solar. This award is part 
of the historic $27 billion 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund, which was created 
under President Biden’s 
Inflation Reduction Act to 
lower energy costs for fami-
lies, create good-quality jobs 
in communities that have 
been left behind, advance 
environmental justice, and 
tackle the climate crisis. 

The Colorado SFA (CO-
S4A) program will provide 
single-family rooftop solar 
and multifamily rooftop so-
lar across the entire state. 
The COS4A program rep-
resents a diverse array of 
stakeholders with the Colo-
rado Energy Office (CEO) 
as the lead applicant. With 
varying expertise and ca-
pacity across its stakehold-
er network, COS4A will 
deliver the benefits of solar 
to low-income or disadvan-
taged communities. The 
EPA’s SFA grant will com-
plement the robust solar 
market in Colorado by en-
abling the state to increase 
the number of communities 
that can take advantage 
of distributed solar invest-
ments and provide access 
to affordable, resilient, and 
clean solar energy. The pro-
gram will help deliver lower 
utility bills improved public 
health through reduced pol-
lution from power genera-
tion, creating wealth and 
jobs for local communities.

“Although solar technol-
ogy has become more af-
fordable for residential use, 
many communities still 
face cost barriers to access,” 
said Regional Administra-
tor KC Becker. “One of our 
goals with the Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction fund is to 
make clean energy more 
accessible, especially for 
communities who are both 
overburdened by climate 
change impacts and dispro-
portionately excluded from 
green technology resources. 
The Solar for All program 
will make access to cleaner 
energy more equitable for 
Colorado communities.” 

The Colorado Energy Of-
fice is among 49 state-level 
awards EPA announced to-
day totaling approximately 
$5.5 billion, along with six 
awards to serve Tribes total-
ing over $500 million, and 
five multistate awards total-
ing approximately $1 billion. 
“We are grateful to the EPA 

for this funding, which will 
broaden access to solar pow-
er across the state,” said Col-
orado Energy Office (CEO) 
Executive Director Will 
Toor. “Expanding access to 
rooftop and community so-
lar energy will not only help 
us achieve our clean energy 
goals, but will also lower en-
ergy bills, enable electrifica-
tion, and reduce pollution for 
all Coloradans.” 

Oweesta 
Coorporation, 

a tribal 
nonprofit, was 
also selected 

to receive 
$156,120,000.

Oweesta Corporation’s 
SFA program will address 
adoption barriers to Native 
residential and community 
solar deployment by acting 
as the intermediary between 
professional services part-
ners, developers, Tribal gov-
ernments and Tribal organi-
zations. Oweesta’s program 
will support an equitable 
spread of solar deployment 
across all Tribal census tracts 
nationwide. It will employ a 
systems-building approach 
to centralize regulatory com-
pliance information, techni-
cal deployment, commercial 
solar standards, and Tribal 
housing expertise all within 
the framework of experienced 
Tribal Community Develop-
ment Financial Institution’s 
(CDFIs). Based in Colorado, 
Oweesta Corporation’s pro-
gram will operate in Tribal 
lands across the nation.

“Oweesta Corporation 
is incredibly grateful to be 
chosen as an awardee for 
the Solar for All program,” 
said Chrystel Cornelius, 
President and CEO of the 
Oweesta Corporation. “This 
funding provided by the 
EPA’s Greenhouse Reduc-
tion Fund initiative will 
ensure Native communities 
can equitably participate in 
the clean energy economy 
and will provide the oppor-
tunity for energy indepen-
dence, cost saving benefits 
and energy resiliency for 
Native communities across 
the nation.”

A complete list of the se-
lected applicants can be 
found on EPA’s Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund Solar 
for All website.

EPA estimates that the 
60 Solar for All recipients 
announced today will en-
able over 900,000 house-
holds in low-income and 
disadvantaged communi-
ties to deploy and benefit 
from distributed solar en-
ergy. This $7 billion invest-
ment will generate $350+ 
million annual savings on 
electric bills for overbur-
dened households. The pro-
gram will reduce 30 million 
metric tons of carbon diox-
ide equivalent emissions 
cumulatively from over 4 
GW of clean energy capac-
ity. In total, solar projects 

funded by this program will 
generate over $8 billion in 
household savings over the 
25-year lifetime of the as-
sets. Solar and distributed 
energy resources help im-
prove electric grid reliabil-
ity and climate resilience 
as well, which is especially 
important in disadvantaged 
communities that have long 
been underserved.

Solar for All will deliver 
on the Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration’s commitment 
to creating high-quality jobs 
with the free and fair choice 
to join a union for workers 
across the United States. 
This $7 billion investment 
in clean energy will gener-
ate an estimated 200,000 
jobs across the country. All 
selected applicants intend 
to invest in local, clean en-
ergy workforce develop-
ment programs to expand 
equitable pathways into 
family-sustaining jobs for 
the communities they are 
designed to serve. At least 
35% of selected applicants 
have already engaged local 
or national unions, engage-
ment that demonstrates 
how these programs will 
contribute to the foundation 
of a clean energy economy 
built on strong labor stan-
dards and inclusive eco-
nomic opportunity for all 
American communities.

The Solar for All program 
also advances President 
Biden’s Justice40 Initiative, 
which set the goal that 40% 
of the overall benefits of cer-
tain federal climate, clean 
energy, affordable and sus-
tainable housing, and other 
investments flow to disad-
vantaged communities that 
are marginalized by under-
investment and overbur-
dened by pollution. All of 
the funds awarded through 
the Solar For All program 
will be invested in low-
income and disadvantaged 
communities. The program 
will also help meet the Pres-
ident’s goal of achieving a 
carbon pollution-free power 
sector by 2035 and net-zero 
emissions economy by no 
later than 2050.  

The 60 selected appli-
cants have committed to de-
livering on the three objec-
tives of the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Fund: reducing 
climate and air pollution; 
delivering benefits to low-
income and disadvantaged 
communities; and mobiliz-
ing financing to spur ad-
ditional deployment of af-
fordable solar energy. Solar 
for All selected applicants 
are expanding existing low-
income solar programs and 
launching new programs. 
In 25 states and territories 
nationwide, Solar for All is 
launching new programs 
and opening new markets 
for low-income, residential 
solar by providing subsi-
dies and low-cost financing 
so that households in low-
income and disadvantaged 
communities can build and 
access affordable solar en-
ergy for the first time.

Biden-Harris Administration 
announces $312 million to deliver 

residential solar in Colorado

By COLORAD PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE

DURANGO, Colo. – 
Ducklings and goslings are 
starting to appear along 
bodies of water all across 
Colorado. It is crucial for 
their development that hu-
mans leave them alone and 
never pick them up.

Young birds will begin 
to imprint on their moth-
ers shortly after hatching. 
Learning to follow them 
provides safety and is criti-
cal for their long-term sur-
vival.

Ducklings and goslings 
can quickly imprint on hu-
mans, and Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife asks the pub-
lic to never pick up these 
young birds.

“The best moms are their 
moms,” said CPW District 
Wildlife Manager Stepha-
nie Taylor. “They are quick 
to imprint, and we also 
don’t want them to lose 
their natural wariness of 

Keep hands off ducklings and 
goslings to keep them wild

humans.”
Each year, CPW takes 

calls from people who have 
picked up a young duck or 
goose, and Durango area 
wildlife officers have al-
ready taken such calls and 
observed people getting too 
close to nests and goslings 
this spring.

If a duckling or gosling 
imprints on a human, it 
will not be able to survive 
in the wild. It is critical 
these young birds are given 
space and are not inter-
fered with. Even a brief hu-
man disturbance can have 
consequences and can lead 
to a young animal being 
separated from its family.

If you find young wild-
life, enjoy a quick glimpse, 
leave the animal where it 
is and keep pets out of the 
area. Quietly observe the 
animal from a distance and 
don’t hover so close that the 
wild parents are afraid to 
return to the area.

“We know people often 
want to try to help young 
wildlife,” Taylor said. “The 
best help is to leave the 
animal alone if it’s not in 
danger. If the gosling or 
duckling is in danger, for 
example in the road, then 
quickly move the animal 
off to the side of the road. 
This has minimal human-
wildlife interaction, and 
the parents are usually 
nearby waiting to reunite 
with them.”

CPW photo by Jim White

Three goslings walk along-
side adult geese on the An-
imas River Trail in Duran-
go. Jim White/CPW photo
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SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY

Prep baseball
Sierra Grande 16, 

Centennial 3, 5 inn.
Sierra Grande 29, 

Centennial 1, 3 inn.
Prep girls soccer
Alamosa 3, Pagosa 

Springs 0
College baseball
C o l o r a d o  St a t e 

Pueblo 15, Adams State 
3, 8 inn.

College men’s 
lacrosse

Colorado Mesa 17, 
Adams State 8

SATURDAY
Prep baseball

Alamosa 6, Monte-
zuma-Cortez 5

Del Norte 19, South 
Park 0, 4 inn.

Del Norte 14, South 

Park 4, 5 inn.
Monte Vista 18, Cen-

ter 0, 4 inn.
Monte Vista 13, Cen-

ter 1, 5 inn.
Montezuma-Cortez 

8, Alamosa 4
Pagosa Springs 15, 

Centauri 4, 5 inn.
Pagosa Springs 14, 

Centauri 2, 6 inn.
Sargent 22, Custer 

County 16
Sargent 7, Custer 

County 4
Prep girls soccer
Banning Lewis Acad-

emy 10, Del Norte 0
Bayfield 1, Alamosa 0
College baseball
Adams State 14, Col-

orado State Pueblo 1
C o l o r a d o  St a t e 

Pueblo 9, Adams State 
4

College women’s 
softball

Chadron State (Neb.) 
9, Adams State 8

Chadron State (Neb.) 
15, Adams State 5, 5 
inn.

SUNDAY
College baseball
C o l o r a d o  St a t e 

Pueblo 8, Adams State 

1
College men’s 

lacrosse
Westminster (Utah) 

22, Adams State 6
College women’s 

softball
Chadron State (Neb.) 

15, Adams State 2, 5 
inn.

Chadron State (Neb.) 
18, Adams State 3, 5 
inn.

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY

Prep baseball
Del Norte at Pagosa 

Springs (2), 3 p.m.
Center at Rock y 

Ford, 4 p.m.
Sanford at Centauri, 

4 p.m.
Sierra Grande at 

Walsenburg, 4:30 p.m.
Prep girls soccer
Ignacio at Alamosa, 

4 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep girls golf

Alamosa, Monte Vis-
ta at Salida Invitational, 
10 a.m.

Prep girls soccer
Del Norte at Trini-

dad, 4 p.m.
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Centauri baseball swept by Pagosa Springs
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

LA JARA – The Centauri High School 
baseball team was looking for its first 
Intermountain League win on Saturday 
as it hosted a doubleheader against 
Pagosa Springs at the CHS field.

Unfortunately, the woes continued for 
the Falcons as they were swept by the 
Pirates. Pagosa won the games by scores 
of 15-4 and 14-2.

Game 1
The Pirates got off to a fast start as 

they scored four runs in the top of the 
first inning. Riley Laugel led off with a 
walk and he stole second. He came home 
on Chris Martinez’s single for a 1-0 lead.

Hunter Pouyer continued the inning 
by getting hit by a pitch and Kyler 
Henderson’s single plated Martinez. An 
error put Hunter Pouyer on third and he 
came home on Cooper Ralston’s sacrifice 
fly. Jaden Tuggle reached on an error to 
drive home Henderson.

Pagosa put two more runs on the board 
in the second. Martinez drew a walk and 
Hunter Pouyer was again hit by a pitch. 
Henderson walked to load the bases, and 
Ralston singled home both runners for 
a 6-0 advantage.

The Pirates added four more runs in 
the third. Tuggle hit a leadoff triple and 
scored on a wild pitch.

Brodie Norton doubled with two outs 
and Laugel walked. Martinez was safe 
on an error in the outfield and Norton 
and Laugel both scored. Hunter Pouyer 
reached on an error and Martinez scored 
for a 10-0 lead.

The Falcons got on the board by scoring 
one run in the bottom of the third. Caden 
Allen tripled with two men out and scored 
a wild pitch.

Centauri drew closer with three runs 
in the fourth. Deven Brady led off with a 
triple, and Kamryn Garcia walked. Pablo 
Hernandez’s single brought Brady home, 
and Garcia scored on an error.

Hernandez was taken off the basepaths 
on Parker Buhr’s ground ball, but Buhr 
was safe on the fielder’s choice. Spencer 
Smith’s triple plated Buhr to cut the 
deficit to 10-4.

The Pirates put the game out of reach 
by scoring five times in the fifth. Laugel 
had a leadoff single and he came around 
to score on Martinez’s triple. Hunter 
Pouyer reached on a fielder’s choice and 
Ralston’s single brought Martinez and 
Hunter Pouyer home.

Zach Pouyer singled and an error 
allowed Ralston to score. Dylan Dempster 
singled to plate Zach Pouyer for a 15-4 
lead.

Centauri went down in order in the 
bottom of the fifth and the game ended 
on the 10-run rule.

Dylan Gallegos started on the mound 
for the Falcons and he took the loss. 
He allowed 13 runs and 10 hits and he 
struck out five, walked four and he hit 
two batters. Brady relieved Dylan 

Gallegos and he gave up two runs and 
three hits with no strikeouts, one walk 
and one hit batter.

The Falcons collected only five hits. 
They were led by Hernandez who went 
1-2 with one RBI, Smith who went 1-2 
with a triple and one RBIs, Leland 
Chacon who went 1-2, Allan who went 
1-2 with a triple, and Brady who went 
1-3 with a triple.

Game 2
The Pirates again got off to a hot start 

with three runs in the first. Laugel led 
off with an infield single and took second 
on a wild pitch. Hunter Pouyer singled 
home Laugel for a 1-0 lead.

Henderson was safe on an error, and 
Ralston singled to plate Hunter Pouyer. 
Tuggle walked to load the bases, and 
Henderson came home on Zach Pouyer’s 
sacrifice fly.

Pagosa scored two more runs in the 
second. Ty Richey singled to lead off the 
inning and Laugel hit a two-run homer 
for a 5-0 advantage.

The Falcons got on the board in the 
bottom of the first by scoring one run. 
Dylan Gallardo led off by getting hit 
by a pitch and he stole second. Smith 
doubled home Dylan Gallegos to cut the 
deficit to 5-1.

The Pirates scored four times in the 

fourth. Dempster led off with a double 
and Richey walked. Laugel singled home 
Dempster, and Martinez reached on 
an error to load the bases. Henderson 
walked to plate Richey, Ralston’s 
sacrifice fly brought Laugel home, and 
Tuggle doubled home Martinez for a 9-1 
advantage.

Pagosa scored another run in the fifth. 
Zach Pouyer drew a leadoff walk, stole 
second and took third on an error. He 
came home on Dempster’s sacrifice fly.

The Falcons scored one more run in 
the bottom of the fifth. Buhr was hit by 
a pitch and took second on a wild pitch. 
Jace Haslett’s double brought Buhr home 
to bring Centauri within 10-2.

The Pirates put the game on ice with 
four runs in the sixth, Hunter Pouyer 
hit a ground-rule double to lead off the 
inning, and Henderson was hit by a 
pitch. Ralston walked to load the bases, 
and Hunter Pouyer came home on a 
wild pitch.

Tuggle doubled home Henderson, and 
Zach Pouyer’s single plated Ralston and 
Tuggle.

Centauri went three up and three down 
in the bottom of the sixth and the game 
ended on the 10-run rule.

Hernandez was Centauri’s starting 
pitcher and he was dealt the loss. He 
surrendered 10 runs and eight hits and 
he struck out one and walked four. Drake 
Gallardo relieved Hernandez in the fifth 
and he allowed four runs and four hits. 
He no strikeouts, one walk and he hit 
two batters.

The Falcons had four hits and were led 
by Buhr who went 1-2, Garcia who went 
1-2, Haslett who went 1-3 with a double 
and one RBI, and Smith who went 1-3 
with a double and one RBI.

What’s next
Centauri (5-11, 0-4) will host a single 

game against Sanford on Tuesday. The 
first pitch is at 4 p.m. The Falcons will 
then travel to Alamosa for another league 
doubleheader on Saturday. The first 
game begins at 11 a.m.

Pagosa Springs 15, Centauri 4

Pagosa Springs  424   05 – 15  13   2

Centauri   001   30 –   4    5   4

Laugel (W) and H. Pouyer. Dy. Gallegos (L), Brady (5) and 

Chacon.

Pagosa Springs 14, Centauri 2

Pagosa Springs  320   414 – 14  12   2

Centauri   010   010 –   2    4   2

Ralston (W), Martinez (5) and H. Pouyer. Hernadnez (L), 

Dr. Gallardo (5) and Chacon. HR – PS: Laugel (2nd inn., 1 

on, no outs).

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Drake Gallardo catches a pop fly in the first game of 
a doubleheader against Pagosa Springs on Saturday. The Pirates swept the 
Falcons by scores of 15-4 and 14-2.

Ortega finishes third at 
Pueblo Centennial Invite

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Alamosa High 

School girls golf team finished in 

seventh place at the Pueblo Centennial 

Invitational Monday at Walking Stick 

Golf Course.
The Lady Mean Moose scored 303 

strokes and were led by Morgan Ortega 

who finished in third place with an 87. 
Taybor Wiedeman finished in a tie for 
25th with a 101, Jayla Quintana tied for 
41st with a 115, and Kiara Gallegos tied 

for 43rd with a 116.
Pueblo West won the tournament with 

260. Cheyenne Mountain was second 
with 271, and Pine Creek was third 
with 273.

Pueblo Central’s Sofia Contreras was 

the medalist with a 75.
Alamosa and Monte Vista will next 

compete at the Salida Invitational on 

Thursday.
Team scores

Pueblo West 260, Cheyenne Mountain 271, Pine Creek 273, 
Pueblo County 296, Palmer Ridge 298, Canon City 302, Ala-
mosa 303, Fowler 309, Pueblo South 314, Pueblo Central 
320, Pueblo Centennial 321, Swallows Charter Academy 325, 
Palmer 340, Pueblo East 341, Trinidad 365, Florence NS, La 
Junta NS, Rocky Ford NS.
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Request for Proposal for Audit Services
Purpose 

The purpose of this request for proposal (RFP) is to engage the ser-
vices of a qualified firm of certified public accountants to provide au-
diting services to Alamosa School District RE-11J. 
Services Required 
The scope of the prospective engagement will be to perform a finan-
cial and compliance audit of the District for the year ended June 30, 
2024, with the option to audit the District’s financial statements for 
each of the four (4) subsequent fiscal years. The firm selected will be 
expected to provide consultation and assistance in the preparation of 
its basic financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. The audit and resulting accountants’ reports 
must be in accordance with the Single Audit Act.
Description of Entity to Be Audited 
The District serves approximately 2,000 students in Alamosa, Colo-
rado. Funds included in the financial statements to be audited will be 
the General, Capital Projects, Special Revenue, and Internal Service 
Funds. More detailed information on the District, as well as the Dis-
trict’s finances can be found in the fiscal year ended June 30, 2023 
Audited Financial Statements which is posted on the District’s web-
site under financial transparency. 
Inquiries 
This request for proposal (RFP) is issued by the District. All proposals 
should be mailed to: Alamosa School District, 209 Victoria Ave, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101 Attention: Amanda Hensley, Chief Operations and 
Financial Officer, 719-587-1600 or hand delivered to 403 Santa Fe, 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
Qualifications Required 
In order to be considered, the firm presenting the proposal must be 
a firm of certified public accountants eligible by law to practice public 
accounting in the State of Colorado. 
Proposal Content 
Proposals must include the following information: 
1. Firm’s Name; the name, address and telephone number of the 
contact person; and the proposal date; include the firm’s license to 
practice in Colorado 
2. Letter explaining the understanding of work to be done, commit-
ment to the calendar and a statement why the auditing firm is in the 
best position to perform the auditing services 
3. Has the local office performed school district, or government, au-
dits in Colorado? List names of school districts, dates of audits and 
whether a single audit was required. Include any other statements 
related to qualifications and experience. 
4. List the personnel of your local organization who are likely to be as-
signed to the engagement. Indicate whether Partner, Principal, Senior 
Accountant, etc. Provide information on Colorado licensure for each 
person and whether the individual has school district, or governmen-
tal, auditing experience.
5. What is the firm’s standard for continuing professional education, 
for certified staff and non-certified staff? How many hours of con-
tinuing professional education (CPE) are required in governmental 
accounting and auditing? If required, are individual staff members 
meeting the minimum requirements as defined by the Yellow Book? 
6. What percentage of the external auditors who would be assigned 
to the audit have at least six months experience in governmental ac-
counting? Please give details. 
7. Submit a copy of the most recent completed external quality control 
review (i.e., peer review). If available, a review of a specific govern-
ment engagement. 
8. Please quote a not to exceed audit fee for each of the next four 
years, which must include out-of-pocket expenses.
Firms are requested to provide the written proposal to the District by 
April 30, 2024. 
Time Requirements 
* The following deadlines are presently anticipated:  
* RFP released  April 1, 2024
* Prospective bidder’s inquiry deadline  April 15, 2024
* Proposal deadline  April 30, 2024
* Notifications of bid selection  May 15, 2024
* Engagement of successful firm May 31, 2024
* End of accounting period  June 30, 2024
* Submit audit report to Board of Education for approval  
December 12, 2024
* Submit audit report to the Office of the State Auditor  December 31, 
2024
Evaluation Process 
The District will judge the merits of proposals received in accordance 
with the criteria discussed below. The bidder is responsible for pro-
viding all information requested in this RFP and failure to do so may 
result in disqualification of the proposal. During the evaluation pro-
cess, the District may request firms to complete an oral presentation 
or answer further questions about their proposal.
Criteria: 
1. Certified public accounting firm licensed to practice in the State 
of Colorado. 
2. A peer review completed within the past three years. 
3. The adequacy and completeness of the proposal. 
4. The experience of the firm.
5. The experience and qualifications of staff to be assigned to the 
audit. 
6. The proposed cost of the audit (number of hours and hourly rate). 
Right to Reject Proposals 
This is not a competitive bid. The RFP process allows the District to 
select the vendor that best meets the needs of the District, taking into 
consideration firm qualifications, price, and service capabilities. The 
District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and accepts no 
responsibility for the cost of proposal preparation.
No. 3869.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 
19, 20, & 23, 2024.

NOTICE
Alamosa School District RE11J 
Mailing Address: Ortega Middle School, 401 Victoria Ave, Alamosa, 
CO 81101 Physical Address: Administration Office, 403 Santa Fe 
Ave, Alamosa CO 81101 
Tel: 719-587-1600 
Fax: 719-587-1721 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
PRIME VENDOR/DISTRIBUTOR - SCHOOL FOOD and PAPER 
GOOD SUPPLIES 2024-2025 Year 
Complete Request for Proposal documents and instructions can be 
found on the Alamosa School District Website: www.alamosaschools.
org under Foodservice Department, Food Bid Folder. 
DATE PROPOSALS ARE DUE: Wednesday, April 24th, @ 2:00PM 
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution 
is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disabil-
ity, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
Program information may be made available in languages other than 
English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the re-
sponsible state or local agency that administers the program or US-
DA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider 
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should 
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form which can be obtained online at: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/f i les/documents/USDA-
OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11- 28-17Fax2Mail.
pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a 
letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s 
name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the 
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an al-
leged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must 
be submitted to USDA by: 
1. mail: 
2. 
3. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 
fax: 
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or email: 
program.intake@usda.gov 
No. 3874.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 
19, 20, & 23, 2024.

ATTENTION GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
The Saguache County Board of County Commissioners are accept-
ing scholarship applications for graduating seniors who will be gradu-
ating high school in 2024. 
Commissioners will be awarding graduating seniors’ college scholar-
ships that will be paid through the Marijuana Excise Tax funds.  
Scholarships may be used at a trade school, college or university but 
you must reside in Saguache County to apply and possibly receive 
scholarship funds. 
Applications are due by Wednesday, May 1, 202 and are available 
through our website at www.saguachecounty.colorado.gov to down-
load the application or by contacting Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231 or 
by email at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.  
No. 3892.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, 30, & 
May 3, 2024.

DISTRICT COURT, ALAMOSA COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO
Civil Action No. 2023 CV 030034, Division No. D
SUMMONS (BY PUBLICATION)
COLORADO MOUNTAIN RANCHES, INC., a Colorado corporation,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
MARTIN ROBERTO CASTANEDA, ROSALVA CASTANEDA, KARI 
L. FORD,
KENNETH W. FORD, DOROTHY E. FRANK, REGINA HOFER, AR-
THUR M. WILLIAMS, BRIAN C. WOOD, RACHEL A. WOOD, 
and all other persons who claim as heirs, devisees, creditors or other-
wise under said defendants, and all unknown persons who claim any 
interest in the subject matter of this action,
Defendants.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint filed with the Court in this action, 
by filing with the Clerk of this Court an answer or other response. You 
are required to file you answer or other response within thirty days 
after the service of this Summons upon you. Service of this Summons 
shall be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of the 
Complaint may be obtained from the Clerk of the Court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the Complaint in 
writing within thirty days after the date of the last publication, judg-
ment by default may be rendered against you by the Court for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint without further notice to you.
This is an action to quiet title to the following described property situ-
ate in the County of Alamosa and State of Colorado, to-wit:
Lot 42, Block C, Deer Valley Meadows, Unit 1;  
Lot 35, Block E, Deer Valley Meadows, Unit 1:
Lot 16, Block 3, San Luis Valley Ranches, Unit 11;
Lot 15, Block 5, San Luis Valley Ranches, Unit 11; and
Lots 18 and 19, in Block 45, The Zapata - Unit Two, the Plat of which 
was filed July 29, 1976, under Reception No. 188563, in the office of 
the Clerk and Recorder of Alamosa County, Colorado;
(the “Property”), free and clear of all liens and encumbrances.
DATED: April 8, 2024.
MOTZ LAW FIRM, LLC
By.  /s/ Jeffrey E. Motz           
Paul E. Motz, Reg. No. 7740
Jeffrey E. Motz, Reg. No. 35972
Attorneys for Plaintiff
410 San Juan Avenue
P. O. Box 779
Alamosa, Colorado   81101
Telephone: (719) 589-6676
Published in   The Valley Courier     
First Publication Date:  April 9, 2024  
Last Publication Date:  May 7, 2024  
No. 3893.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 9, 16, 23, 30, & May 7, 2024.

South Conejos School District is seeking sealed bids for the 
sale of:

2002 Chevy Suburban 6.0 engine, 4WD w/ Snow Plow, 172,141 
miles. 
2003 Blue Bird 65 Passenger Bus: DT466e engine and automatic 
transmission, 202,442 miles. 
For Inquiries, please call:719-376-7007. Sealed bids can be sent to 
eobrien@southconejos.com. All bids must be received by 2:00 p.m. 
on April 30, 2024. Bids received after this date and time will not be 
considered. The South Conejos School District reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids if deemed to be in the best interest of the 
District.
No. 3899.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 
27, & 30, 2024.

NOTICE
District Court   Denver Probate Court
Alamosa County, Colorado
Court Address:
8955 Independence Way
Alamosa, CO 81101
In the Matter of the Estate of:
JUDITH C. MARRON also known as JUDITH CLAIRE MARRON and 
as JUDITH MARRON
Deceased 
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): 
Elise Aiken, Atty. No. 43831 
KOTTKE & BRANTZ, LLC 
2975 Valmont Road, Suite 240 
Boulder, CO 80301 
Office Line: (303) 449-6161 ext.113 
Fax: (303) 440-0348 
Email: elise@kbcolorado.com
Case Number: 2024PR030010
Division D              
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Judith C. Marron, Deceased. Case Number 2024PR030010
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
X District Court of Alamosa County, Colorado or 
  Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado
on or before August 16, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be forever 
barred.
Elise Aiken, Attorney for PR   
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
2975 Valmont Road, Suite 240
Address
Boulder, CO, 80301    
City, State, Zip Code
No. 3900.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 16, 23, & 30, 2024.

NOTICE

District Court Costilla County, Colorado
304 Main Street
P.O. Box 301
San Luis, CO 81152 
719-672-3681
Plaintiff:  
BABYLON HOLDINGS LLC, a New York limited liability company
v.
Defendants:  
ESTATE OF PATRICIA LYNN SMITH a/k/a PATRICIA LYNN SMITH-
COCKRELL; TRISHA SMITH a/k/a TRISHA DENISE SMITH; CLAR-

ENCE W. COCKRELL a/k/a CLARENCE WELTON COCKRELL; 
ESTATE OF ALEXIS M. LEIVA a/k/a ALEXIS MANUEL LEIVA; FLOR 
DEMARIA LEIVA; ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM UNDER 
OR THROUGH THE NAMED DEFENDANTS, INCLUDING BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO THE HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF THE ESTATE OF 
PATRICIA LYNN SMITH a/k/a PATRICIA LYNN SMITH-COCKRELL 
AND THE ESTATE OF ALEXIS M. LEIVA a/k/a ALEXIS MANUEL 
LEIVA, AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTER-

EST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
COURT USE ONLY
Attorneys for Plaintiffs:
Zachary A. Grey, Atty. Reg. 49269
Frascona, Joiner, Goodman and Greenstein P.C.
4750 Table Mesa Drive
Boulder, CO 80305
Telephone: 303-494-3000
Facsimile: 303-494-6309
Email: zac@frascona.com
Case Number:
2024CV030002
Division: C  Courtroom
SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT(S):
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the complaint filed with the court in this action, 
by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or other response. You 
are required to file your answer or other response within 21 or 35 
days, as applicable, after the service of this summons upon you. 
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last 
publication.  A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the clerk 
of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in 
writing within 21 or 35 days, as applicable, after the date of the last 
publication, judgment by default may be rendered against you by the 
court for the relief demanded in the complaint without further notice.
Dated: April 12, 2024
Published in the The Valley Courier
First Publication: Tuesday April 16, 2024
Last Publication: Tuesday, May 14, 2024
Frascona, Joiner, Goodman and
Greenstein, P.C.
/s/Zachary A. Grey
Attorney for Plaintiff  
No. 3901.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 16, 23, 30, May 7, & 14, 2024.

County Court
Alamosa County, Colorado

Court Address:
8955 Independence Way Alamosa CO 81101
In the Matter of the Petition of:
Adult: Jerrick Lee Martinez Canales
For a Change of Name to:
Jerrick Hiro Martinez
Case Number: 2024C58
Division B
Courtroom B
ORDER FOR PUBLICATION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
The Court having read and considered the Petition for Change of 
Name of Adult finds:
That the statements made in the Petition satisfy the statutory require-
ments.
That the desired change of name is proper and not detrimental to the 
interests of any other person.
That the Petitioner has submitted the documentation required in 13-
15-101(1)(b), C.R.S. from the fingerprint-based criminal history re-
cord check or has provided appropriate cerified copies of any disposi-
tions that would constitute a felony conviction in this state or any other 
state or under federal law.
Individuals over the age of fourteen(14), have submitted the docu-
mentation required in 13-15-101(1)(b), C.R.S. from the fingerprint-
based criminal history record check or has provided appropriate 
certified copies of any dispositions that would constitute a felony if 
committed by an adult in this state or any other state or under federal 
law.
The Court orders the following publication for a change of name;
Name of Jerrick Lee Martinez Canales
is requested to be changed to Jerrick Hiro Martinez
Pursuant to statute, public notice of this change of name shall be pub-
lished in a legal newspaper published in this county. This publication 
is to be made within 21 days of the date of this Order.
Propert proof of publication shall be filed with the Court upon final 
publication to receive a Final Decree for a Change of Name.
Date: April 15, 2024
Judge Walzl
No. 3912
Published in the Valley Courier on April 20, 23, and 24, 2024.

ALAMOSA COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before 
the Alamosa Board of County Commissioners on Wednesday, May 
22, 2024 at 8:30 AM, in the Alamosa County Services Center, 8900 
Independence Way, Alamosa, Colorado for the purpose of consider-
ing an amendment to the Special Use Permit issued to Susannah 
Barnes on property currently addressed as 15050 Lane 6 North, Par-
cels 513903200030 & 513903200118.
The Special Use was approved on November 16, 2022 by Resolution 
2022SUP-8, and the applicant is proposing to add seven (7) tent sites 
to the approved plan. This property is in the Rural (RU) zone district.  
The legal description of the property is:  The NW1/4 NW1/4, 
the W1/2NE1/4NE1/4NW1/4, the W1/2NE1/4NW1/4, and 
SE1/4NE1/4NW1/4 in Section 3, Township 39 North, Range 11 East, 
N.M.P.M., County of Alamosa, State of Colorado.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection in 
the Alamosa County Land 
Use Office at 8999 Independence Way Suite 100 during regular office 
hours or at (719) 589-3812.
Richard Hubler
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
No. 3913.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 23, 2024.

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(5/21/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/24/24-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds. (AS)

POLICE OFFICER 
FOR the MANASSA 
P OL IC E DE PA RT-
MENT, must be POST 
certified. Please pick 
up application at the 
Tow n  H a l l  d u r i ng 
business hours; Mon-
day- Wednesday 8-4. 
(5/25/24) 

SEEKING AN ENER-
GETIC, compassionate 
MANAGER for RE-
THREADS COMMU-
NITY THRIFT STORE. 
Ability to work indepen-
dently with people from 
diverse backgrounds and 
circumstances required. 
Organizational skills 
and friendly customer 
service is desired. Posi-
tion is 20-25 hours per 
week, starting at $15 per 
hour. Send resume and 
letter of interest to: hr@
lapuente.net. (5/11/24)

W O R K I N G  T O -
G E T H E R  F A M -
ILY ADVOCATE- LA 
PUENTE SEEKS a 
motivated, qualif ied 
person to improve par-
ent/child education, in-
crease family self-suffi-
ciency and build com-
munity partnerships. We 
will train the candidate 
with the best written 
and oral communication 
skills. Join our staff of 
dedicated professionals 
and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of serving 
others. Salary Range - 
$37,000.00 - $42,000.00 
DOE, full benefits pack-
age. Send resume/work 
references to hr@lapu-
ente.net. (5/11/24)

ALAMOSA BICYCLE 
COALITION is accept-
ing applications for the 
following two positions: 
EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR Sala ry Range:  
$ 48, 0 0 0  -  $55, 0 0 0 
(DOE). This position 
may range between a 20-
35 hour week depending 
on applicant’s skills and 
interests, with the salary 
pro-rated accordingly. 
Organizational Lead-
ership, Financial and 
Grants Management, 
Program Implementa-
tion skills required. BI-
CYCLE WORKSHOP 
A N D  P R O G R A M 
M A NAGE R Sa la r y 
range: $21,500- $23,500 
(DOE) for a 20-hour 
week. Workspace Man-
agement and Program 
Facilitation; conver-
sational Eng/Sp skills 
required; experience 
repairing bicycles pre-
ferred. Applicants can 
apply for both positions. 
Positions open until 
filled, with applications 
being reviewed starting 
April 19. Email info@
alamosabicyclecoali-
tion.org for job descrip-
tions and application.
(4/30/24)

VA LLEY EDUCA-
TIONAL GARDENS 
Initiative (VEGI) Sea-
sonal Summer Assistant 
– Seeking a motivated 
individual to contribute 
gardening expertise and 
teaching experience to 
a community garden 
space! Assistant will as-
sist with various aspects 
of VEGI’s programming 
throughout our main 
growing season. As-
sistant will work along-
side the AmeriCorps 
member(s) to teach gar-
den-based educational 
lessons focused on nutri-
tion and environmental 
awareness with our part-
ner sites, help maintain 
our 3 growing spaces, 
harvest vegetables, and 
provide general program 
support during the busy 
summer months. Part-
time; Mid-May/June to 
Mid October. $17.00/hr. 
Send resume/cover let-
ter to hr@lapuente.net.
(5/10/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks appli-
cants for an ACCOUNT-
ING TECHNICIAN 
III position in the ASU 
Finance Office. Starting 
salary for this position is 
$4,033 per month. For 
application or more in-
formation, please see 
https://www.adams.edu/
hr/employment/.  AA/
EOE. (4/24/24)

MILAGROS IS SEEK-
ING a highly motivated 
and compassionate indi-
vidual for the position of 
COFFEE SHOP MAN-
AGER. MILAGROS 
COFFEE SHOP serves 
the community quality 
goods while fostering 
a comfortable environ-
ment for people to spend 
time and connect with 
others. Milagros is an 
interface for the public 
to learn about and en-
gage in the mission and 
work of La Puente, as 
well as local artisans and 
support other small busi-
nesses. Come join this 
team of amazing and 
passionate people and 
contribute to a mission 
that betters the commu-
nity. This is a full-time 
40hr/week position with 
benefits and base salary 
starting at $42K-$45K 
DOE, plus tips, plus a 
monthly commission. 
To apply, email your 
cover letter and resume 
to: hr@lapuente.net. 
(4/27/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking applications 
for a knowledgeable, 
energetic, creative, and 
collaborative MUSIC 
TEACHER at BILL 
METZ ELEMENTA-
RY. A complete list of 
desired qualifications 
and experience is post-
ed on the district web-
site. The District oper-
ates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competi-
tive salary and an ex-
cellent  benefit  package 
including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
HSA match, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties  by May 2, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. For application 
questions, contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(5/8/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
MULTI-TIERED SYS-
TEM of SUPPORTS/ 
RESPONSE to INTER-
VENTION COORDI-
NATOR. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/ For more in-
formation, contact Tracy 
Vigil at 719-587-1600 or 
tvigil@alamosaschools.
org. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(4/24/24)

LOOKING FOR A 
rewarding and fulfill-
ing career? Are you a 
positive, self-motivated 
individual? Consider a 
career with the MONTE 
VISTA HEAD START. 
FISCAL OFFICER is 
responsible  for  the  fis-
cal management and 
fiscal reporting to the 
Office of Head Start 
and the Grantee Board. 
Must be proficient in 
QuickBooks and Micro-
soft  office  applications. 
Qualifications  are:  Ex-
perience in business or 
fiscal management, BA 
accounting, Business 
Management or related 
field. Salary between 
$47,000 and $52,000 
depending on education 
and experience. Year 
round position, 5 weeks 
paid holidays breaks, 
10 hours sick/vacation 
per month, simple IRA, 
HSA account available. 
For more information, 
you may contact the 
director at, director@
mvheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. Positions 
opened unt i l  f i l led. 
(4/26/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks appli-
cants for an ADVISING 
COORDINATOR for 
its UPWARD BOUND 
MATH & SCIENCE 
PROGRAM. The salary 
for this position starts at 
$46,476 per year. A min-
imum Bachelor’s Degree 
in science, technology, 
engineering, math, or 
related field  is  required 
for this exempt position. 
For application details 
and more information, 
please see https://www.
a d a m s . e d u / h r / e m -
ployment/  AA/EOE. 
(5/8/24)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for a 
HIGH SCHOOL/MID-
DLE SCHOOL SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER. Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (5/4/24)

FULL-TIME
SALES

• Competitive Draw

• Commission

• Benefits
Contact Keith at the

(719) 589-2553
kcerny@alamosanews.com

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for the 2024-25 school 
year for (1) CENTAU-
RI MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MATH TEACHER. Ap-
plicants must hold a 
current Colorado Teach-
ing License or be able 
to obtain proper en-
dorsement. Application 
deadline is until posi-
tion is filled. Please call 
Brian Riccatone with 
questions at 719-274-
4301. Applications are 
available at the District 
Administration  Office, 
17887 US Hwy 285, LA 
JARA, CO 81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com  Sub-
mit application to Mr. 
Darren Edgar, Superin-
tendent. EOE. (5/7/24)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a HIGH 
SCHO OL / M I DDL E 
SCHOOL ATHLETIC 
DIRECTOR. Must be 
at least 18 years of age 
with a high school di-
ploma or equivalent, or 
such alternative to the 
above  qualifications  as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. All can-
didates must pass back-
ground checks. Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (5/4/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applicat ions for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. CLASSROOM 
TEACHER at AES 3-5. 
Applicant must have or 
be able to obtain a Colo-
rado Teacher License 
with an endorsement in 
ELEMENTARY EDU-
CATION K-6. Applica-
tions are available online 
at https://www.alamo-
saschools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applicat ions for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. CLASSROOM 
TEACHER at AES K-2. 
Applicant must have 
or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teacher Li-
cense with an endorse-
ment in ELEMENTA-
RY EDUCATION K-6. 
Applications are avail-
able online at https://
www.alamosaschools.
org/. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applicat ions for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. EL TEACHER 
at ALAMOSA HIGH 
SCHOOL. Applicant 
must have or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teacher License with 
an endorsement in ENG-
LISH LEARNER PRO-
FESSIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: TECHNOLOGY 
SUPPORT DISTRICT 
WIDE. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for the 
2024-2025 School Year. 
TECHNOLOGY EDU-
CATION TEACHER. 
Applicant must have or 
be able to obtain a Colo-
rado Teacher License 
with an endorsement in 
CTE INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY. Ap-
plications are avail-
able online at https://
www.alamosaschools.
org/. For more infor-
mation, please contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for the 
2024-2025 School Year. 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
TEACHER at ORTEGA 
MIDDLE SCHOOL. 
Applicant must have 
or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teacher Li-
cense with an endorse-
ment in LANGUAGE 
ARTS. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for the 
2024-2025 School Year. 
HOME ECONOMICS 
TEACHER. Applicant 
must have or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teacher License with an 
endorsement in FAM-
ILY CONSUMER SCI-
ENCE. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for the 
2024-2025 School Year. 
BUSINESS INSTRUC-
TIONAL TEACHER 
at ORTEGA MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. Applicant 
must have or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teacher License with an 
endorsement in CTE IN-
FORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applicat ions for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. SPECIAL EDU-
CATION TEACHER 
at ORTEGA MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. Applicant 
must have or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teacher License with 
a n  endor sement  i n 
SPECI A L EDUCA-
TION. Appl icat ions 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: REGISTRAR/
GUIDANCE OFFICE 
SE C R E TA RY,  a n d 
ENTRY CONTROL 
& BUILDING SECU-
RITY at AHS. Appli-
cations are available 
online at https://www.
alamosaschools.org/. 
For more information, 
contact Tracy Vigil at 
719-587-1600. Applica-
tion deadline is until 
filled. EOE. (4/24/24)
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221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

TOWN OF MOFFAT, 
Colorado, WATER OP-
ERATOR / WATER 
CONSULTANT. Job 
Description WATER 
OPERATOR DUTIES: 
1. The Operator Respon-
sible in Charge (ORC) 
shall have a Small Sys-
tems (D1) certification in 
good standing. 2. Iden-
tify CDPHE’s Monitor-
ing Schedule for Moffat 
and complete all tasks 
needed for compliance 
including sampling, re-
porting, and maintain-
ing programs such as 
backflow prevention.  3. 
Records and communi-
cations will be public 
information. 4. Requires 
independent contractor 
insurance. 5. Estimated 
hours per month: 5-12. 
6. Certification train-
ing may be provided. 7. 
Estimated pay range $25 
- $30 per hour depend-
ing on experience. WA-
TER CONSULTANT 
DUTIES: 1. Interface 
with town attorney and 
engineer regarding wa-
ter system installation. 
2. Complete tasks for 
Division of Water Re-
sources (DWR) compli-
ance requirements. 3. 
Serve as point person 
for public outreach and 
education regarding new 
municipal water system 
connections, including 
number of population 
and costs involved. 4. 
Perform tasks as they 
arise in developing a 
new municipal water 
system. 5. Establish and 
maintain Fee Schedule. 
6. Requires independent 
contractor insurance. 
7. Estimated hours per 
month: 10-30. 8. Esti-
mated pay range $40 - 
$50 per hour depending 
on experience. (5/15/24)

ARE YOU PASSION-
ATE about making a 
positive impact on peo-
ple’s l ives? SIERRA 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is currently 
accepting applications for 
BEHAVIOR HEALTH 
COUNSELOR/MTSS 
COORDINATOR for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Our school has a 
reputation as being a great 
place to work. We cur-
rently have a state of the 
art facility, supportive ad-
ministration, paid health 
insurance, free lunches, 
4 day school week. A 
current license/state cer-
tification in counseling is 
highly recommended to 
apply. Application forms 
are located at 17523 Hwy 
160 Blanca, CO.  81123 or 
on the district’s website 
at www.sierragrande-
school.net. Applications 
may be submitted elec-
tronically to Mr. Kevin 
Jones at kjones@sierra-
grandeschool.net or Mrs. 
Maria Atencio at maten-
cio@sierragrandeschool.
net, or can be turned in 
at the district office. For 
more information please 
contact the district office 
at 719-379-3259. (5/1/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT is 
seeking anticipated EL-
EMENTARY TEACH-
ERS for  t he  2 4 -25 
school year. Applicants 
must possess a Colo-
rado Teaching License 
or be eligible to apply 
for one. Salary sched-
ules are available on the 
district website. Please 
submit a district applica-
tion, resume, cover letter, 
and transcripts at https://
w w w. s ou t hc onejo s .
com/page/how-to-apply. 
(5/1/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for the 
2024-2025 School Year. 
ASSISTANT PRIN-
CIPAL AES 3-5. Ap-
plicant must have or be 
able to obtain a Colo-
rado Teacher License 
with an endorsement in 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
(K-12). Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosas-
chools.org/. For more 
information, please con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline  is  until  filled. 
EOE. (4/24/24)

DEL NORTE BANK 
is seeking a candidate to 
fill a permanent position 
for a TELLER at our 
CREEDE BRANCH. 
Duties will be to accept 
deposits, loan payments 
and process withdraw-
als while maintaining 
a balanced cash draw-
er. Must be personable 
and pleasant answering 
the phone and greeting 
customers. Many other 
duties will be assigned 
as needed. The posi-
tion is full time in the 
summer and part time 
in the winter, with an 
end of season bonus and 
an hourly rate range of 
$14.42 to $17.00. Please 
send your resume or 
application to postmas-
ter@truelocalbank.com 
by April 30, 2024. Ap-
plication is available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or call 719-657-
3376 and ask for Dawn. 
EOE. (4/30/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply  now  to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or, such alter-
native as the Board of 
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the District 
Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment- oppor-
tunities or contact the 
District Office  at  (719) 
754-3442. Application 
Deadline: Until Position 
is Filled. EOE. (5/15/24)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications 
for the following po-
s i t i o n s :  A s s i s t a n t 
TRACK COACH, As-
sistant VOLLEYBALL 
COAC H,  A ss i s t a n t 
CROSS COU N TRY 
COACH, Head CHEER-
LEADING COACH, 
Head GYMNASTIC 
COACH at ALAMOSA 
HIGH SCHOOL. Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosaschools.org/. 
For more information, 
contact Tracy Vigil at 
719-587-1600. Applica-
tion deadline is until 
filled. EOE. (4/24/24)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a RELA-
TIONSHIP MANAGER 
with 3+ years of com-
mercial loan experience 
and a BRANCH MAN-
AGER with 5+ years 
of banking experience. 
FSWB offers competi-
tive compensation, gen-
erous benefits, & ca-
reer development. Join 
FSWB’s award-winning 
team dedicated to sup-
porting rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit 
and small businesses. 
For details and to apply, 
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (5/1/24)

THE CITY OF MON-
TE VISTA is accept-
ing applications for a 
SEASONAL PARKS 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER. This posi-
tion is approximately 
16 weeks, 40 hours/
wk. Duties include mow-
ing, trimming, watering 
parks and trash pickup. 
Wage is $16.00-$17.00 
per hour. Applications 
and job description are 
available at www.cityof-
montevista.colorado.gov 
or pickup/return appli-
cations to the City of 
Monte Vista, Human 
Resources, 95 West First 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO. 
81144. Open until filled. 
(5/31/24)  

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
ONE ON ONE PARA-
PROFESSIONAL. Ap-
plications can be down-
loaded at www.sanford-
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(4/27/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for an INSTRUC-
TIONAL COMPUTER/
LIBRARY PARAPRO-
FESSIONAL at BILL 
METZ ELEMENTARY 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year. A complete list of 
desired qualifications and 
experience is posted on 
the district website. Mon-
te Vista School District 
operates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package including 
employee health, dental, 
vision, HSA match, and 
life coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Paraprofessional 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website - Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by education 
and experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties, by April 23, 2024, 
or until the position is 
filled. For questions con-
tact the District Adminis-
tration Office at 719-852-
5996. (4/30/24) 

ACCOUNTANT. THE 
SLV LOCAL FOODS 
COALITION seeks an 
ACCOUNTANT to over-
see finances for our local 
nonprofit.  Send  resume 
and cover letter to op-
portunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. Additional 
requirements can be 
found at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. (5/1/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a 6th GRADE 
SOCI A L STU DI ES 
TEACHER at MON-
TE VISTA MIDDLE 
SCHOOL for the 2024-
2025 school year. A 
complete list of desired 
qualifications and ex-
perience is posted on 
the district website. The 
District operates on a 
4-day week (Monday 
– Thursday) and offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, HSA match, and 
life coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Teacher Salary 
Schedule, which can be 
viewed on the district 
website – Employment 
Oppor tunit ies page. 
Placement on the salary 
schedule will be deter-
mined by education and 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
application https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties by April 25, 2024 
or until the position is 
filled. For application 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(4/30/24)

L O O K I N G  F O R 
YEAR round HELP 
ON POTATO GRAIN 
FARM, starting imme-
diately, contact 719-850-
2137. Must have experi-
ence around machinery 
and farming practices. 
(5/1/24)

LOOKING FOR A 
rewarding and fulfill-
ing career? Are you a 
positive, self-motivated 
individual? Consider a 
career with the MONTE 
VISTA HEAD START. 
FISCAL OFFICER is 
responsible  for  the  fis-
cal management and 
fiscal reporting to the 
Office of Head Start 
and the Grantee Board. 
Must be proficient in 
QuickBooks and Micro-
soft  office  applications. 
Qualifications  are:  Ex-
perience in business or 
fiscal management, BA 
accounting, Business 
Management or related 
field. For more informa-
tion, you may contact 
the director at, direc-
tor@mvheadstart.org 
or call 719-852-3215. 
Positions opened until 
filled. (4/26/24)
WA T E R / S E W E R 
OPERATOR: PART-
TIME; Pay based on 
experience; Job Title: 
Water and Sewer Op-
erator. Job Description: 
The Water and Sewer 
Operator plays a vital 
role in ensuring the ef-
ficient  and  safe  opera-
tion of the town’s water 
and sewer systems. Re-
sponsibilities include 
monitoring, maintain-
ing, and repairing water 
treatment and distribu-
tion systems, as well 
as sewer collection and 
treatment facilities. To 
apply, submit a resume 
to townofromeo@gmail.
com or come in during 
office hours Tuesday or 
Thursday 9 to 3 for ap-
plication. You can call 
719-843-5785 for more 
information. (4/26/24)
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368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

420 - 

LOTS  & ACREAGES

347 - HOUSEHOLD 

GOODS

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

345 - 

WOOD

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

TOWN OF CENTER, 
COLORADO Seeks a 
TOWN MANAGER. 
General Statement of 
Duties: Supervises 22-
25 employees of varied 
departments such as 
Utilities, Public Safety, 
Streets and Parks and 
Administration. Posi-
tion Overview – As 
the Town Manager, 
you will serve as the 
chief  executive  officer 
of our municipality, 
responsible for over-
seeing all aspects of 
municipal operations 
and administration. 
You will work closely 
with elected officials, 
department heads, to 
implement policies, 
ma nage resou rces, 
and foster sustainable 
growth and develop-
ment. Key Responsibili-
ties: Provide visionary 
leadership and strategic 
direction to achieve 
the town’s goals and 
objectives. Collaborate 
with elected officials to 
develop and implement 
policies that reflect the 
needs and priorities of 
the community. Man-
age the day-to-day op-
erations of the Town’s 
departments. Ensure 
efficient use of resourc-
es and adherence to 
budgetary constraints. 
Foster effective com-
munication and engage-
ment with residents and 
businesses. Represent 
the Town’s interests 
in regional, state, and 
federal forums. Have 
some knowledge of Hu-
man Resources. Pro-
mote transparency, ac-
countability, and ethi-
cal conduct in all town 
activities. Education 
and Experience: The 
Board will consider, 
on a case by case basis, 
a combination of edu-
cation and experience 
that shows capacity to 
perform the essential 
functions of the job. 
Qualified candidates 
should submit their re-
sume to Rose DeHerre-
ra, Town Clerk at rose@
centerco.gov or Town 
of Center, PO Box 400, 
Center, CO 81125. The 
Town of Center is an 
Equa l Oppor tun ity 
Employer and values 
diversity at all levels of 
its workforce. Closing: 
Open  until  filled.  Sal-
ary: DOE with ben-
efits. Job Type: Full 
Time/Exempt. Loca-
tion: Town Hall, 294 S. 
Worth Street, Center, 
CO. (5/3/24)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT RE-1 in SA-
GUACHE is looking for 
a Highly Qualified K-12 
PRINCIPAL. Candi-
dates should have a cur-
rent Colorado Principal 
License, have a good 
working knowledge 
of all areas of public 
education, and have a 
great ambition to help 
all students and staff 
in delivering/receiving 
a high-quality educa-
tion. Applications are 
available in person or 
on our website. All in-
quiries should be sent 
to Mr. Stagner at Moun-
tain Valley Schools, 
403 Pitkin Ave. Sagua-
che, Colorado 81149. 
(5/1/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks appli-
cants for an ADVISING 
COORDINATOR for 
its UPWARD BOUND 
MATH & SCIENCE 
PROGRAM. The sal-
ary for this position 
starts at $46,476 per 
ye a r.  A  m i n i mu m 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
science, technology, 
engineering, math, or 
related field is required 
for this exempt position. 
For application details 
and more information, 
please see  https://www.
a d a m s . e d u / h r /e m -
ployment/  AA/EOE. 
(4/27/24)

PART-TIME MAIN-
TENANCE TECH-
NICIAN/PARKS & 
RECREATION TECH-
NICIAN: Par t-Time 
Hourly 15-20 hours; 
Pay rate $14.42/hour. 
Job Description: We 
are seeking a skilled 
and dedicated Par t-
Time Maintenance 
Technician/Parks and 
Recreat ion Techni-
cian to join our team 
in maintaining and 
enhancing the beauty 
and functionality of 
our town’s parks and 
recreational areas. As 
a vital member of our 
community, you will be 
responsible for ensur-
ing the upkeep, safety, 
and cleanliness of our 
parks, playgrounds, and 
town buildings and fa-
cilities. To apply, sub-
mit a resume to towno-
fromeo@gmail.com or 
come in dur ing of-
fice  hours  Tuesday  or 
Thursday 9 to 3 for ap-
plication. You can call 
719-843-5785 for more 
information. (4/26/24)

DEPUTY CLERK: 
PART-TIME Hourly 
15-20 hours, Tuesday-
Thursday and some Fri-
days; Pay Rate $14.42. 
Position Overview/ Job 
Description: We are 
seeking a diligent and 
organized individual to 
join our team as a Part-
Time Deputy Clerk for 
our small town. The 
Deputy Clerk will work 
closely with the Town 
Clerk and other mu-
nicipal staff to ensure 
the  efficient  operation 
of administrative tasks 
and provide support 
in various municipal 
functions. This position 
offers an excellent op-
portunity for someone 
who is detail-oriented, 
community-focused, 
and eager to contribute 
to the smooth function-
ing of local govern-
ment. To apply, submit 
a resume to townofro-
meo@gmail.com or 
come in dur ing of-
fice  hours  Tuesday  or 
Thursday 9 to 3 for ap-
plication. You can call 
719-843-5785 for more 
information. (4/26/24)

OU T R E AC H A S -
SISTANT. SAN LUIS 
VA L L E Y  L O CA L 
FOODS COALITION 
seeks an LFLP OUT-
REACH COORDINA-
TOR. Strong commu-
nication and computer 
skills are required. Sub-
mit your resume and 
cover letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com. Additional 
requirements can be 
found at www.slvlocal-
foods.org/jobs/. (5/1/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION PARA-
P R O F E S S I O N A L 
at BILL METZ EL-
EMENTARY for the 
2 0 2 4 -2 0 2 5  s cho ol 
year. A complete list of 
desired qualifications 
and experience may be 
viewed on the district 
website.  Monte Vista 
School District oper-
ates on a 4-day week 
(Monday – Thursday) 
and offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, HSA 
match, and life cover-
age.  The salary for this 
position will be paid 
from the current MVSD 
Paraprofessional Sal-
ary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website - Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by educa-
tion and experience at 
time of hire. Applica-
tions may be submit-
ted through our online 
employment applica-
tion https://www.pi-
rates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties, by April 23, 2024, 
or until the position is 
filled. For questions 
contact the Distr ict 
Administ rat ion Of-
fice at 719-852-5996. 
(4/24/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service 
and single health insur-
ance benefits. Apply 
now to become part of 
our dynamic district 
as we are now accept-
ing applications for 
the position of K-12 
ART TEACHER, for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or, such al-
ternative as the Board 
of Education may find 
appropriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the District 
Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment-opportu-
nities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442.  Applica-
tion Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled.  EOE. 
(5/8/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
t ions for (1) HIGH 
SCHOOL SOCIA L 
STUDIES TEACH-
ER for the 2024-2025 
school year. Applicant 
must hold a current 
Colorado teaching li-
cense or be willing to 
work toward certifi-
cation. NCSD offers 
a competitive salary, 
great discipline and 
environment for staff 
and students, and up to 
$915 monthly towards 
health insurance.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
until  position  is  filled.  
Applications are avail-
able at the Distr ict 
Administration Office, 
17887 US Hwy 285, 
LA JARA, CO 81140 
or can be downloaded 
at www.northconejos.
com.  Submit appli-
cation to Mr. Darren 
Edgar, Superintendent.  
EOE. (4/24/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for (1) full-time 
SECONDARY EDU-
CATION TEACHER 
at North Conejos Al-
ternative Program for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Contact Susan 
Hamilton for details at 
719-580-5864. Appli-
cants must hold a cur-
rent Colorado Teaching 
License or be able to 
obtain proper endorse-
ment.  NCSD offers 
a competitive salary, 
great discipline and 
environment for staff 
and students, and up 
to $915 monthly to-
wards health insur-
ance. Applications are 
available at the District 
Administration Office, 
17887 US Hwy 285, LA 
JARA, CO 81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com. Sub-
mit application to Mr. 
Darren Edgar, Super-
intendent. Application 
deadline is until po-
sition is filled. EOE. 
(4/24/24)

M E C H A N I C:  J T 
TIMBER FALLING 
is hiring a full-time 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
a n d  T RUC K  M E -
CHANIC in BLAN-
CA, CO. $25-$45/hr 
depending on experi-
ence. Monday – Friday 
schedule.  Benefits  are 
available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit jttimber.
com to apply. (5/8/24)

ADELANTE FAM-
I LY  R E S O U RC E 
CENTER DATA ANA-
LYST – Seeking a team 
oriented person to over-
see our data systems to 
ensure timely and ac-
curate data collection. 
This person will trans-
form the raw data into 
program reports, help 
identify and implement 
quality improvement 
of data collection, train 
new staff on data sys-
tems, and provide ongo-
ing data entry support 
to program staff. This 
person will oversee the 
Working Together pro-
gram reporting require-
ments and organize the 
monthly meetings. Sal-
ary $39,000 - $42,000 
DOE plus benefits. Sub-
mit cover letter and re-
sume to HR@lapuente.
net. (4/30/24)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting 
applications for KIDS 
C O N N E C T I O N 
S U M M E R  P R O -
GRAM LEADERS. 
Duties include, plan-
ning, scheduling, and 
implementing youth 
program activities. $15 
per hour. Job Descrip-
tion and applications 
are available at http://
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or City of 
Monte Vista, Human 
Resources, 95 West 
First Ave, Monte Vista, 
Co. 81144. (5/1/24) 

H E A D  J U N I O R 
HIGH GIRLS’ VOL-
LEYBALL COACH 
n e e d e d  a t  D E L 
NORTE J R.  HIGH 
SCHOOL. Experience 
as a coach or assistant 
coach at the MIDDLE 
SCHOOL and or HIGH 
SCHOOL level is pre-
ferred. Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish 
and maintain effective 
working relationships 
with school adminis-
trators, parents, and 
students. Please contact 
Gibbs Sanchez, Athletic 
Director, at: gsanchez@
urtigers.co 719-657-
4020; or Annie Hardy, 
Principal, at: ahardy@
urtigers.co , 719-657-
4020. (5/1/24)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have a high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a will-
ingness to be trained.  
Pay is dependent on pri-
or experience.  Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
(5/1/24)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
T E A C H E R S 
NEEDED at the UP-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
in DEL NORTE! Call 
or email: Sophia at 
719-657-4040, x4000 
(scruz@urtigers.co) for 
more information, go 
on-line:  urtigers.co, 
or stop by the district 
office  at:    950  French 
Street, Del Norte, CO to 
pick up an application. 
You do not have to hold 
a college degree or be 
a certified teacher to 
substitute; however, you 
must be a high school 
graduate and have a 
substitute license from 
CDE (Colorado De-
partment of Education). 
(5/1/24)

P OTATO WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ERAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO. 
(5/1/24)

SHIPPING CLERK 
NEEDED for a POTA-
TO WAREHOUSE in 
CENTER, CO. Hours 
are generally 8am-6pm 
Monday thru Friday, 
and possibly a few 
hours Saturday morn-
ings. FAMOUS soft-
ware experience and 
knowledge a must. Sal-
ary is negotiable. Please 
inquire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO or 
email resume or appli-
cation to tluna@mtnk-
ing.com. (5/1/24)

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER needed at 
the URGSD. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant 
and fun-loving team for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s de-
gree or higher and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Appli-
cations can be picked 
up at the District Office 
or online at: urtigers.co. 
(4/30/24)

H ELP WA N T ED: 
S O M E O N E  t o 
CLEAN the TOWN 
HALL OFFICE. MU-
SEUM HELP:  Must 
be 16 yrs of age or old-
er for museum, must 
have some knowledge 
of Jack Dempsey his-
tory. Also, CHIEF OF 
POLICE & POLICE 
OFFICER. Please pick 
up application at the 
Town Hall office during 
business hours. (4/8/24)

H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not re-
quired, on the job train-
ing. Good pay, f lex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(4/26/24)

C D L  B  T R U C K 
DRIVER: Earn Up to 
$83k+. Join Us, Grow 
with Us! At WORLD 
F U EL SERV ICES, 
our drivers are the key 
to our success. Tank 
Wagon drivers operate 
a straight truck carry-
ing petroleum products 
to our customers. We 
are currently seeking 
experienced CDL driv-
ers to join our team in 
ALAMOSA, CO. This 
is a DAYSHIFT POSI-
TION. EARNINGS!: 
$5,000 sign on bonus; 
Starting pay $23/hr. For 
day shift; Additional 
$1.00/hr. with one year 
of fuel exper ience; 
Performance Bonus 
$5,000; Earn Your First 
Year ;  Day Shift Aver-
age (with 1 year fuel 
experience) - $1,320 
Weekly / $76,640 An-
nually. WHAT YOU 
WILL LOVE ABOUT 
US!:  Home Da i ly! 
Health Benefits from 
day one!; Medical with 
HSA and FSA options; 
three plans to choose 
from to fit your needs; 
Dental, Vision, Teladoc, 
Employee Assistance 
Programs; $0 Premi-
um Medical Insurance 
Option; Prepare for 
the Future with 401K 
Retirement Plan with 
company matching, no 
vesting period; Rest and 
Relaxation 120 hours 
PTO, 7 paid holiday, 
and 4 floating holidays; 
Financia l Peace of 
Mind: Company paid 
Short-Term Disability, 
Life, and AD&D Insur-
ance; Additional Perks 
We Offer: Long Term 
Disability Insurance, 
Accident & Critical Ill-
ness Insurance, Legal & 
Identity Theft Protec-
tion, Paid Uniform and 
Boots, Satellite Radio; 
Learning and Develop-
ment, LinkedIn Learn-
ing; Fleet of modern 
vehicles with the latest 
in cab technologies; Re-
ferral bonus program. 
WHAT YOU WILL 
NEED!: Current CDL; 
HazMat & Tank en-
dorsements; Two years 
of recent Class CDL 
driving experience re-
quired; Pass required 
MVR and DOT pre-
employment testing and 
background check. Ap-
ply Today! Questions 
707.761.7671. (4/24/24)

SKYLINE POTATO 
CO.  i n  C E N T E R, 
CO is looking for a 
SHIPPING CLERK/
ASSISTANT SUPER-
VISOR for their bulk 
division. Applicants 
must  be  Bi l i ng ua l 
(English/Spanish) and 
capable of using Micro-
soft Excel, Microsoft 
Word and able to learn 
other computer/ship-
ping programs. Work 
week consists of Mon-
day-Friday and some 
Saturdays. Responsi-
bilities will be the fol-
lowing: Weigh in and 
out incoming trucks, 
ship out trucks with 
outgoing product and 
produce paperwork for 
the truck, coordinate 
incoming and outgoing 
trucks with supervisor 
and shipping/loading 
crew, help supervise 
employees. For an ap-
plication please contact 
Margaret Limon @ 719-
754-2043. (4/30/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PA I R & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/24/24-monthly)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various qual-
ity and pricing. 719-
850-8917. (4/24/24AS-
monthly)

THANK YOU, VAL-
LEY COU R I ER. I 
SOLD MY WOOD 
SPLITTER! Frank.

ALMOST NEW GE 
WASH ER.  TA BLE 
with 5 chairs. BRASS 
SHELF with glass. Call 
719-852-2151. (4/27/24)

POW DER R I V ER 
CALF BRANDING 
SHUTE for sale; excel-
lent condition. 719-580-
4745. (5/1/24)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

TNT BULLS FOR 
Sale! Angus, Balancer 
& Charolais. 719-850-
1923 or 719-850-9056. 
(5/7/24)

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & RANCHERS. 
Show special. Seal leak-
ing stock tanks, ponds, 
or reservoirs with BEN-
TONITE. 719-580 -
6652. (5/24/24)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

500+ VINYLS 50’S 
& 60’s, rock-n-roll and 
country, $5 each. Call 
719-589-4445. (4/24/24)

SMALL SEARS RO-
TOTILLER, $100. 
Cal l 719-589-4445. 
(4/24/24) 

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

AKC ROTTI’S FOR 
sale. Excellent tempera-
ment. 719-480-4940. 
(4/26/24)

F R EE TO GOOD 
HOM E! Med.  s i ze 
GOLDEN RETRIEV-
ER/PITT mix. 1 yr. old, 
spayed, & vacs, female. 
LOVI NG FA MI LY 
DOG, full of energy. 
Kennel/leash trained 
& obedient. Potential 
parents will be vetted. 
Leave message @ 719-
379-5236. (4/27/24)

AC R E AG E  F O R 
SALE - $2,000/ACRE. 
Contact Rick 928-277-
6140. (5/11/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

BLACK POWDER 
MORTAR with ammo. 
69 ca l iber BLACK 
POW DER CA NON 
with ammo. Call 719-
850-1032. (4/24/24)

S M A L L  2  B E D -
ROOM apartment for 
rent. $610 month. 7306 
Adams Lane, Alamosa. 
720-202-9734.(5/10/24)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)

2008 YUKON 200,000 
mi, runs great, new 
tires, $6,500.00 will ne-
gotiate, MUST SELL. 
Call-text 719-298-8207. 
(4/26/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: A few 
years ago, my sister and 
I took our kids on vaca-
tion together. She and I 
get along but have never 
been close. Sometimes I 
walk on eggshells around 
her because I never know 
what might make her 
upset. 

 I thought we were hav-
ing a good time on that va-
cation and getting along 
well, even though I was 
anxious. We were both 
taking pictures with our 
phones, and she handed 
me hers to forward my-
self some of the pictures. 
While I was looking at 
them, a text message 
pinged, and I checked it 
without thinking about 
it not being my phone. 

 It turns out my sister 
had spent the entire va-
cation texting about my 
“B.S.,” my inability to 
do anything competent-
ly and even referenced 
something that happened 
years before. I had noticed 
her constant texting but 
said nothing because I 
didn’t want to risk an 
argument. 

 I am still angry about 
this and don’t know how 
to let it go. I really don’t 
want to travel with her 
again, since I know the 
invisible third party will 
be with us the whole time. 
How do I deal with this? -- 
STAYING PUT IN NEW 
JERSEY

 DE A R S TAY I NG 

PUT: When you saw 
that message from your 
sister’s text partner you 
should have handed her 
the phone and started 
packing. You are not 
obligated to travel with 
someone who causes you 
to walk on eggshells, ig-
nores you, puts you down 
and says nasty things 
behind your back. Don’t be 
mean about taking steps 
to protect yourself. Simply 
stop vacationing with her. 
(I know I sure would!)

 DEAR ABBY: My wife 
recently had her DNA 
tested so she could learn 
more about her geneal-
ogy. She then decided to 
make her results public 
so other possible relatives 
could contact her. Not 
long ago, she received an 
email from a man, “Stan,” 
claiming a DNA match. 

 Stan said he was ad-
opted, and his search to 
find his birth parents had 
hit a dead end. My wife 
immediately recalled old 
family stories about an 
older relative -- who is still 
alive -- who had given up 
her baby for adoption. Sev-
eral pieces of information 
from Stan matched (like 
his birthplace), and we 
have no doubt my wife’s 
relative is this man’s par-
ent. 

 Our question: Do we 
help Stan contact his long-
lost parent? As sad as it 
may be, I don’t think it’s 
our business to surprise 

my wife’s kin with news of 
a son they’ve never talked 
about. My wife is leaning 
in the opposite direction 
and sees no harm. What 
do we do? -- TO HELP OR 
NOT TO HELP?

 DEAR TO HELP: Your 
wife should contact the 
relative in question, ex-
plain about her DNA test 
and inform her that she 
has been contacted by a 
man claiming he is re-
lated. She should tell her 
relative she had long ago 
heard about a child that 
may have been placed for 
adoption. If your wife’s 
relative would like to have 
“Stan’s” contact informa-
tion, she should share it. 
However, if this relative 
isn’t open to being con-
tacted, your wife should 
let the matter rest.

The truth comes out via 
conveniently timed text


