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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service recently announced 
the grand opening of the 
San Luis Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex 
Visitor Center will be from 4 
to 7 p.m. on Friday, April 19. 
It is located east of the city of 
Alamosa on Alamosa National 
Wildlife Refuge at 7824 El 
Rancho Lane.

Meet refuge staff and 
Friends of the San Luis Valley 
Refuges. The Friends will 
provide light refreshments. 
They will be on hand to talk 
about the refuges, answer 
questions, and from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. there will be a 
guided bird walk.

For more information, call 
Suzanne Beauchaine at 719-
588-3473.

SLV Spay and 
Neuter April 

schedule
SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 

mobile clinic at SLV Spay and 
Neuter will be in Fort Garland 
on April 5 and 6. The clinic will 
be in Moffat on April 13 and 
in Antonito on April 19 and 
20. The cost for cats is $60 
and $85 for dogs. To book 
an appointment, visit www.
slvsna.org.

SLV National 
Wildlife 

Refuge Visitor 
Center grand 

opening

Alamosa State University undergraduate student Dain 
Romero is enrolled in the Mechanical Engineering pro-
gram at the school. 

ASU engineers a new path for students

Courier photos by John Waters

Ken Marquez (left) and Sara Noller with Adams State 
University stand at a CNC Mill (computer numerical 
control) in the Adams State University/CSU Engineering 
Manufacturing Education Center (EMEC). 

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — Adams State University faculty and 
staff held an open house in the Engineering Manu-
facturing Education Center facility that enables stu-
dents in the San Luis Valley to complete an under-
graduate degree in mechanical engineering without 
leaving Alamosa. The university has partnered with 
Colorado State University in the program.

Ken Marquez, who is the project director at the 
EMAC said the facility cost $1.4 million to construct 
and boasts $5 million work of cutting-edge equip-
ment. Those expenses were covered by a $5.0 million 
Title Three U.S. Department of Education HSI—

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — About 35 people 
marched through downtown Ala-
mosa on March 30 as part of an an-
nual Women’s March. The event was 
a march and did not include a rally 
before or after.

Many in the group carried signs 
in favor of issues such as reproduc-
tive rights, several also carried signs 
calling for peace, and defunding Is-
rael. 

When asked why she was march-
ing, Sue Foster said, “Hope for 
peace, and the need to advocate for 
women’s rights,” 

“I’m protesting the ongoing U.S. 
support for the was in Israel. We 
should not be giving them military 
assistance, and bombs,” said Alamo-
sa resident Beth Kinney

“It is just time to do something, 
we always vote and I just think it is 
time. We all deserve these rights,” 
said Vince Alcon of Alamosa.”

Courier photo by John Waters

Several of the marchers who participated in the annual Alamosa Women’s March. 

Women’s March in Alamosa

Coming to America — 
The journey to asylum
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — A single mother 

with two children is living in Ven-
ezuela. She goes to the open mar-
ket where she buys enough food 
to last her family for a few days, 
if she’s careful. 

She pays the American equiva-
lent of $1 for a head of broccoli, 
$2 for some tomatoes and onions 
and $2 for a few eggs. In a coun-
try where the minimum monthly 
wage is the equivalent of $5.40, 
she has $.40 left over for electric-
ity, water and phone service. 

A monthly wage of $5.40 is less 
than one-tenth of the $57 per 
month the United Nations has set 
as the threshold of extreme pov-
erty. And with inflation soaring 
out of control, bolivars (currency 
in Venezuela) will be worth even 
less next month.

The young woman works at 
three different jobs every day to 
support her tiny family, but she 
worries for the safety of her chil-
dren. They’re left alone much of 
the time or watched by neighbors 
and family members. She worries 
that they’re so vulnerable.

But all of this is secondary to 
the latest and largest threat that 
has entered her life. A member 
of El Trend de Aragua, the most 

powerful and violent gang in Ven-
ezuela, has visited her house — 
twice. 

The first time, he offered her 
money — even the false promise 
of a house of her own — in ex-
change for something she would 
never consider. When she re-
fused, he said if she did not give 

him what he wanted, she would 
be killed as an example to others. 
The member of El Tren de Ara-
gua is demanding the unthink-
able: give him one of her children 
to be raised as a guerilla and in-
doctrinated into the gang. 

She can’t go to the police; 

Courtesy of LC

A small family smiles at the camera, hopeful for the future. They are in an 
encampment on the Mexico – United States border waiting for the op-
portunity to enter the United States and apply for asylum. Photo taken 
over Easter weekend, 2023.

Alamosa 
County Fire 
Protection 

District work 
session 

Tuesday night

Topics of 
significant 
interest on 
slate to be 
discussed

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — The Ala-

mosa County Fire Protec-
tion District (ACFPD) is 
scheduled to hold a work 
session on Tuesday night 
at 6:30 p.m. where the 
Public Consulting Group 
will present their Staff-
ing Operational Analysis. 
The analysis was con-
tracted with joint funds 
from both the City of Ala-
mosa and ACFPD earlier 
this year.

A review of the execu-
tive summary contained 
in the consulting group’s 
final report provides a 
glimpse of what topics 
might be discussed in 
Tuesday night’s meeting. 

At the outset of the 
study, as stated in the 
document, it was deter-
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

School Menu
Tuesday

April 2, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Beef Nachos/Refried Beans

Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Blueberry Muffin

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Beef Nachos/Refried Beans

Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Beef Nachos/Refried Beans

Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Roy Wayne Shawcroft 

was born Aug. 17, 1938, on 

a warm summer day with 

the smell of newly cut al-

falfa in the air. His par-

ents J. Howard Shawcroft 

and MarVelle Reed Shaw-

croft resided on a farm in 

La Jara, Colo., in the San 

Luis Valley. Wayne loved 

living on the farm with his 

two brothers and one sis-

ter.  He remembers fondly 

the chores and responsi-

bilities it required.  Those 

memories have been 

told many times to his 

children over the years. 

When it was time to start 

school, Wayne started the 

first grade with several 
of his good friends and 

close cousins.  That same 

group also graduated from 

high school together.  He 

learned to drive a trac-

tor at the age of 9 and 

finished his senior year 
of high school driving the 

school bus. 

Wayne attended CSU 

for both his bachelor’s 

and master’s degrees. He 

had decided he was still a 

farm boy so settled on de-

grees in soil science and 

meteorology.  In 1965 he 

crossed the country so he 

could begin his doctorate 

degree at Cornell Univer-

sity in Ithaca, New York.  

It was during that time 

that he was introduced to 

Marian, his wife, through 

a close cousin. They were 

married in 1967 and re-

sided in New York until 

he completed the Ph.D. in 

1970 and then moved to 

Colorado.

When they were estab-

lished there, Julie Ranae 

and Steven David joined 

the family.  They were a 

busy family with church, 

camping, and sports.  

Wayne had been an avid 

athlete during his high 

school days and the fam-

ily followed his love of all 

sports, especially football 

and the Broncos. The tra-

dition continues with his 

grandchildren who all 

have been sports partici-

pants and fans. 

Wayne was a mem-

ber of The Church of Je-

sus Christ of Latter-Day 

Saints and had many call-

ings throughout his life.  

He taught everything 

from Primary to Doctrine 

classes.  He also enjoyed 

being the chorister for 20 

years and directed the 

church choir. He was a 

temple worker in the Ft. 

Collins temple. 

Wayne retired from at 

least five different jobs 
throughout his career.  He 

had been affiliated with 
the town of Akron, Colo., 

and the USDA Research 

Station for over 33 years. 

After he had finished 
his education, he and 

Marian moved to Akron 

where he joined the staff 

of agriculture scientists 

at the Research Station 

for 12 years. In 1982, he 

switched over to the Col-

orado State University 

Cooperative Extension as 

the Regional Irrigation 

Specialist for Northeast-

ern Colorado. He contin-

ued his base of operation 

at the Research Station. 

While working through 

the years at the Station, 

Wayne entered all the 

100-plus years of weather 

records from the Research 

Station into the computer 

as they became available 

to the world.  When he 

retired from this job, the 

Station paid him a small 

stipend to continue to 

summarize and compile 

the weather data. Soon 

he was an expert on the 

local weather and climate 

history. He could create 

weather graphs of every 

kind and color like no 

other! Not only was this 

a side job, but it was his 

favorite hobby.  He loved 

when new data would 

come in every week. 

A new life began for 

Wayne as he went to work 

for the local Farmer’s 

State Bank as their farm 

representative. He held 

that position for 15 years 

until he and Marian de-

cided to retire for good in 

2008 and buy a little get-

away in Greeley and spend 

more time with their fam-

ily. Peppered through his 

regular careers were three 

different teaching terms 

of calculus and physics 

classes at Morgan Com-

munity College.

When he retired from 

the Research Station, a 

friend told him he should 

sign up with an organiza-

tion called ACDI/VOCA, 

an overseas agricultural 

agency that sends volun-

teers to foreign countries 

who needed help. Eight 

years later he got a call to 

go to Kosovo.  Other as-

signments came regularly 

after that.  Soon he was 

in Kyrgyzstan, and Rus-

sia.  Marian and her sis-

ter Nancy flew over after 
that one and they spent 

fun days seeing the sights 

around Moscow and St. 

Petersburg. Additional as-

signments took him back 

to Southern Russia, Jeri-

cho, Egypt, Georgia, Ta-

jikistan, and Kyrgyzstan 

once again. Nine wonder-

ful opportunities of a life-

time. 

Wayne was preceded in 

death by his parents, his 

brothers Lynn and Dale, 

his sister LaVonne, and a 

great-grandchild Zavier. 

He is survived by his 

wife of 56 years Marian, 

his children Julie Reyn-

olds (Tom), and Steve 

Shawcroft; grandchildren 

Jordan, Ryan, Aaron, 

Drake, Slater, and Savan-

nah; great-grandchildren 

Mia, Max, and Maeve. 

Wayne was a soft-

spoken, kind, and gentle 

man. He had no enemies.  

He had a big heart but 

one that got tired before 

he was ready.  He depart-

ed this life on October 24, 

2023.  He was thoroughly 

loved by his family who 

will miss him every day. 

Roy Wayne Shawcroft

ACSO Report
Alamosa County Sher-

iff’s Office Report week of 
March 22-29

Mateo Cordova, 26, of 
San Clemente, Calif., was 
cited for speeding 20-39 
mph over the limit in the 
3000 block of Highway 17 
North.

Alan King of Alamosa 
was cited for vehicular 
eluding, reckless driving, 
going 30 mph in a resi-

dential zone, failure to 
obey traffic control device 
and number of plates at-
tached at 10th Street and 
Craft Drive.

Jonathan Gonzales, 37, 
of Sanford was charged 
with speeding 20-39 
mph over the limit in the 
14000 block of County 
Road 109 South.

Jacinda Perea-Gonza-
les, 29, of Alamosa was 
charged with failing to 

stop at a stop sign and op-
erating a vehicle without 
insurance at Conejos Av-
enue and East 1st Street.

Ashley Jaramillo, 35, 
of Alamosa was cited for 
failing to stop at a stop 
sign at 8th Street and 
Main.

Josiah Luna, 23, of 
Pueblo was cited for 
speeding 20-39 mph over 
the limit in the 12000 
block of Highway 160.

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Spark 

the Change Colorado, a 
leading volunteerism non-
profit dedicated to service 
and community health, 
is excited to announce 
the launch of a monthly 
speaker series, “Spark 
Speaker Series: Empow-
ering Aging in Colorado,” 
on Wednesday, April 10, 
at 1 p.m. at the Alamosa 
Senior Citizens Center.

Hosted by the Retired 
& Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) of Alamosa 
County, the series will 
address issues pertaining 
to older adults and their 
health and will feature 
local expert speakers on 
topics such as well-being, 
nutrition, volunteering, 
memory, physical health, 
and much more. All are 
welcome and no registra-
tion is necessary. Each 
presentation in the se-
ries will take place on the 
second Wednesday of the 
month at 1 p.m. in the ac-
tivity room of the Alamo-
sa Senior Citizens Center, 
92 Colorado Ave.

Leila Hirtler is the fea-
tured speaker at the first 
event in the series on 
April 10 and she will dis-
cuss happiness and aging. 
Hirtler will talk about the 
importance of laughter 
and a good sense of hu-
mor as we age and will 
suggest some ways older 
adults can increase well-
being in their lives.

Following Hirtler’s pre-
sentation, Nancy Harris, 
Spark the Change Colo-
rado’s RSVP Manager 
for Alamosa County, will 
talk about the RSVP pro-
gram and how folks aged 
55 and up can serve our 

community, while stay-
ing engaged and healthy, 
by volunteering at local 
organizations doing good 
in Alamosa County.

Additionally, Josie 
Boynton, the RSVP Di-
rector with Spark the 
Change Colorado, will 
share about some new 
focus areas for RSVP in 
Southern Colorado and 
how this will open up 
many new volunteering 
opportunities in Alamosa 
County.

“We are thrilled to in-
vite the community to 
support this wonderful 
new speaker series. The 
first speaker in the series 
— Leila Hirtler — will set 
the tone for the entire se-
ries, by highlighting the 
importance of happiness 

in older adults. Future 
speakers will focus in on 
topics that address vari-
ous aspects of seniors and 
their well-being,” says 
Harris, Spark the Change 
Colorado’s RSVP Manag-
er for Alamosa County. 
“We will also be gathering 
input from participants 
at each of the first few 
events to determine what 
folks from our senior com-
munity are interested in 
learning about through 
the monthly series.”

For more information 
about the Spark Speaker 
Series, or to become an 
RSVP volunteer, contact 
Harris at nharris@spark-
thechangecolorado.org 
or 303-867-0868, or visit 
www.sparkthechangecol-
orado.org/rsvp.

Leila Hirtler

Spark Speaker Series: 
Empowering Aging in 

Colorado launches April 10

By COLORADO 
ENERGY OFFICE

DENVER — On April 
1, Governor Jared Polis 
and the Colorado Energy 
Office (CEO) celebrated 
the launch of the nation’s 
first statewide electric bi-
cycle tax credit. Colorado 
residents are now eligible 
to save up to $450 off their 
e-bike purchase, meaning 
less traffic and less pollu-
tion for Coloradans. The 
e-bike tax credit reflects 
Colorado’s bold climate 
goals while promoting sus-
tainable communities for 
future generations.

“This e-bike tax credit 
builds Colorado’s nation-
leading work to reduce 
pollution and traffic, save 
people money and protect 
our environment. This 
will help Colorado reach 
our bold climate goals, in-
vest in future generations, 
and expand access to clean 
transportation options 
now,” said Governor Jared 
Polis.

Starting April 1, Colora-
do residents will be eligible 
to receive the e-bike tax 

credit, at any qualifying 
retailer. Coloradans can 
visit the E-Bike Tax Credit 
webpage for more informa-
tion on how it works.

“Whether it’s picking 
up groceries or making 
sure you get to work, e-
bikes are a great way for 
so many Coloradans to 
not only make their ev-
eryday short commutes 
but also save money and 
help lower greenhouse gas 
emissions,” said Colorado 
Energy Office Executive 
Director Will Toor. “We 
look forward to imple-
menting and building this 
rebate program over the 
next several years and 
believe it will be an im-
portant part of our overall 
climate work.”

The e-bike tax credit is a 
result of HB23-1272, spon-
sored by Senators Lisa 
Cutter and Steve Fenberg 
and Representatives Mike 
Weissman and Junie Jo-
seph.

“With the new statewide 
tax credit, transitioning to 
an electric bike has never 
been easier or more afford-

able in Colorado. From 
transporting kids or cargo 
to tackling uphill com-
mutes, e-bikes offer a fun 
and healthy travel option,” 
said Alex Simon, Pub-
lic Health Advocate with 
CoPIRG.

Gov. Polis, Colorado Energy 
Office launch nation’s first 
electric bicycle tax credit
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STEM (Hispanic Serv-
ing Institution, Science 
Technology Engineering 
Mathematics) grant. The 
funds cover five years of 
expenses for the univer-
sity.

The facility includes a 
jet engine that according 
to Matt Nehring, Ph.D. 
and Department Chair 
of Engineering and Com-
puter Science at ASU, en-
ables students to, “Learn 
about the thermodynam-
ic processes. It is great 
when we fire it up and 
it is very impressive. We 
make real measurements 

on the thrust it generates 
and what are the thermo-
dynamic processes.” Neh-
ring added the EMAC has 
other engines to conduct 
similar tests.

Dain Romero, a student 
from Antonito who is in 
his second year in the 
program, said of the pro-
gram, “It is really math-
heavy and very satisfying 
to learn all of this new 
technology. To bridge the 
gap between the theoreti-
cal and the physical world 
is really cool. As you can 
see, it is high-tech and 
interesting to see how all 
of these machines work.” 
Romero said that after 
graduation he is interest-
ed in robotics.

they’re paid by the gang 
to do nothing. Even 
worse, they would tell the 
gang she tried to report 
them, which would mean 
instant death — not just 
in revenge but, again, as 
a message to others. 

She thinks of moving 
to another city, another 
state, even across the 
country but she knows it’s 
useless. El Tren de Ara-
gua would find her — her 
actions cannot encour-
age others to do the same 
thing. She has only one 
choice, only one place to 
go where she will be safe 
and can work to support 
her children. She must go 
to the United States and 
ask for protection.

“This is one of the sto-
ries I hear over and over 
from some of my clients,” 
says Charles Nicholas, an 
immigration lawyer with 
a practice in Denver who 
has contacts in the San 
Luis Valley. Nicholas — 
who specializes in rep-
resenting people from El 
Salvador, Ecuador, Hon-
duras, Nicaragua and 
Venezuela — agreed to 
be interviewed to provide 
some general insight into 
understanding the basic 
factors impacting the in-
flux of people applying 
for asylum in the United 
States. 

 “They’ll leave their 
extended families,” he 
continues, “their homes, 
their culture, the food, 
the only life they’ve ever 
known to come to the 
United States. They have 
to. If they stay, they must 
either give up one of their 
children or be victims of 
violence. They have no 
choice but to leave. The 
things some of my clients 
have experienced in their 
home country is unimagi-
nable for us here in the 
United States.” 

The young woman and 
her children are now fac-
ing a journey where, like 
thousands of others, they 
will walk almost 3,000 
miles, traveling through 
seven different countries 
and crossing the Darién 
Gap, a 70 mile stretch of 
jungle that connects Cen-
tral America to Panama. 
Once considered an area 
that only the most pre-
pared should travel, the 
Darién Gap is remote, 

roadless, mountainous 
and dangerous because of 
the mud during the nine 
month rainy season, the 
snakes that inhabit the 
jungle and the robbers 
along the route.  

Not all of his clients are 
similar to the young wom-
an. ”I have at least two 
clients who are lawyers, 
several police officers who 
were cops and were call-
ing out the system for its 
corruption or clients who 
were in the military. In 
some countries, the dif-
ference between police 
and military isn’t that 
distinguishable. 

“But they’re being told 
to do things that are 
wrong. They saw that 
the last guy who refused 
was murdered, so they 
gather up their family 
and make a very danger-
ous trip to come here – a 
trip where a great risk in-
volved. They’re vulnera-
ble and exposed and may 
be robbed or assaulted 
or worse along the way, 
but they come because 
they literally cannot stay 
where they are.” 

 Once they arrive at the 
southern border, differ-
ent challenges await.

 “Immigration law is 
complicated,” he says.

Someone seeking asy-
lum is coming to the U.S. 
for protection from per-
secution in their home 
country. To be granted 
asylum and allowed to 
live and work in the U.S., 
a person must be able 
to prove they have been 
persecuted on the basis 
of their race, religion, na-
tionality, political opinion 
or for being a member of 
a particular social group.  

As Nicholas explains, 
it is 100% legal for a per-
son to apply for asylum. 
It’s been a part of federal 
law governing the United 
States since 1972. But 
applicants can only ap-
ply for asylum if they are 
physically in the U.S. — 
they have to come here to 
apply. 

Because many of the 
countries people are flee-
ing are authoritarian dic-
tatorships or extremely 
corrupt, the vast majority 
of people seeking asylum 
do not have documenta-
tion to enter the country. 
Consequently, they are 
detained, charged with 
Unlawful Entry — a civil, 
not criminal, charge.

“That is as far as some 

people go. If they have a 
criminal record, fraudu-
lent documents or prior 
removals, they’ll be kept 
in detention and then re-
turned to their country.”

But those with no prob-
lems that make them 
inadmissible proceed in 
the process and are then 
interviewed to see if they 
have “credible fear” and 
qualify under one of the 
classes. 

If the answer is no, 
they’ll be detained and 
sent back to their country.  
If the answer is yes, the 
person will be released 
and given a court date 
to appear before a judge, 
sometimes with a cell 
phone or ankle monitor. 

“Those are removal pro-
ceedings with an immi-
gration judge to make a 
determination if the per-
son is removable, which 
they are — presumptively 
— because they entered 
without documentation. 
At that point, the only 
course of action is asy-
lum, and those proceed-
ings can take years.”

About six or seven 
months after they have 
submitted an applica-
tion, people will receive 
a work permit and, in a 
separate mail, a social 
security card so that they 
can work. At that point, 
they’ll pay taxes and must 
abide by the same laws as 
everyone else until their 

case goes before an im-
migration judge. During 
that time, as long as they 
don’t commit a crime and 
check in with ICE as re-
quired, they cannot be re-
moved the country. 

“The term’ illegal’ isn’t 
accurate and it’s been 
used to paint this picture 
of criminality in people. 
You leave Venezuela be-
cause it’s not safe for your 
family. You come to the 
United States and apply 
for asylum. Are you an 
‘illegal alien’? No. You’re 
exercising your right to 
seek asylum under the 
1980 Refugee Act that 
says a country can’t send 
someone back to a coun-
try they came from where 
they might be subject to 
persecution and torture.

“Common sense needs 
to drive immigration pol-
icy. Not us and them. Not 
politics. There’s no open 
border policy. That’s just 
politics. There’s an im-
migration system that’s 
really dysfunctional. Ev-
eryone can agree on that. 
The system isn’t working.

“Until we can see ev-
eryone as human beings 
with the same needs and 
wants and hopes and 
fears, it’s going to be real-
ly hard for common sense 
to be applied, which is 
what we really need.”

Charles Nicholas can 
be reached at www.
charlesanicholaslaw.com

Courtesy of LC

A mother and child wait to enter the United States in a 
camp on the Mexico side of the border with the United 
States. 

mined that “the avail-
ability of emergency 
response personnel, ad-
equate funding, and ap-
propriate response times 
have been challenging.” 
Leadership at the city 
and county level decided 
that a study looking into 
those topics would ben-
efit the local fire depart-
ments while also giving 
direction to local leader-
ship.

In their analysis, ac-
cording to the report, 
“Operationally, and even 
financially, there were 
no significant issues 
identified throughout 
the course of the study. 
It should be noted that 
all organizations appear 
to be striving to provide 
what they deem to be ap-
propriate levels of service 
for the public that they 
serve.”

However, notable is-
sues related to communi-
cation were identified.

“From the onset of 
the study, it was appar-
ent that communication 
would need to be the pri-
mary focus for future im-
provements,” the report 
reads. “From an external 
standpoint, the relation-

ship between the ACFPD, 
the City of Alamosa, and 
the AFD Chief appeared 
to be a challenging path 
to navigate.

“The most important 
change is that each de-
partment should actively 
strive to improve commu-
nications with the other. 
These communication ef-
forts should include the 
written documentation 
provided to each other, 
as well as the simple 
verbal communication 
each agency representa-
tive has with the other. 
Any other recommenda-
tions, planning, changes, 
etc., will likely continue 
to struggle until all the 
organizations are on the 
same page.”

The last sentence of 
the analysis was perhaps 
the most noteworthy and 
will likely be one of the 
areas of focus in Tuesday 
night’s meeting.

“The sentiment ex-
pressed by each depart-
ment suggested that they 
would be more comfort-
able working with depart-
ments outside of their 
County than working 
with each other.”

The 6:30 p.m. meeting 
will be held at the Ala-
mosa County building at 
8900 Independence Way 
in Alamosa.

Courier photo by John Waters

Lindsay Meredith, Pauline Palacios, and Silvia Martinez with the Early Childhood Council of the San Luis Val-
ley hand out free diapers during the Easter event at Adams State University on March 30. Meredith, who is the 
Chief Operating Officer at the council, said the organization recently received a grant of nearly $200,000 to 
provide free diapers, wipes and creams. For more information on the Early Childhood Council of the San Luis 
Valley, visit their website at www.eccslv.org.

By COLORADO 
SECRETARY OF 
STATE’S OFFICE

DENVER, CO – Colo-
rado Secretary of State 
Jena Griswold has an-
nounced the certification 
of the 2024 Presidential 
Primary Election, making 
the results of the election 
official and final. The cer-
tification was conducted 
after each county’s bi-
partisan canvass boards 
submitted their official 
abstract of votes to the 
Secretary of State’s Office.

“The 2024 Presidential 
Primary Election was 
among the most acces-
sible in Colorado’s his-
tory. I am proud of our 
state’s elections and the 
voting access that we 
have added over the last 
five years,” said Secretary 
Griswold. “I commend the 
county election officials, 
election workers, and the 
employees of the Depart-
ment of State for their 
hard work and dedication 
to delivering great elec-
tions for Colorado voters.”

After the election, the 
Secretary of State’s office 
worked with Colorado’s 
county clerks to complete 
a bipartisan risk-limiting 
audit that verified the re-
sults of the election. After 
the audit, each county’s 
bipartisan canvass board 
signed off on the elec-
tion results. The canvass 
boards then submitted 
the final results to the 
Secretary of State’s office.

Returning a mail bal-
lot was the preferred 
method for voters with 
98.59% of voters choosing 
to cast their mail ballot 
during the 2023 Coordi-
nated Election and only 
1.41% of voters choosing 
to vote in-person. 99.02% 
of Democrat ballots cast 
were cast by mail ballot 
and 98.31% of Republican 
ballots cast were cast by 
mail ballot.

2024 Presidential Pri-
mary Election:

• Ballots Cast: 
1,464,836

• Total Active Voters: 
3,788,458

• Turnout among Ac-
tive Voters: 38.67%

• Ballots cast by Unaf-
filiated Voters: 562,699 
(38.41% of total ballots 
cast) 

— 177,117 Democrat 
ballots cast (31.48% of 
ballots cast by Unaffili-
ated voters)

— 385,582 Republican 
ballots cast (68.52% of 
ballots cast by Unaffili-
ated voters)

• Ballots cast by Dem-
ocrat Voters: 403,471 
(27.54% of total ballots 
cast)

• Ballots cast by Re-
publican Voters: 498,666 
(34.04% of total ballots 
cast)

• 3,117 voters used 
TXT2Cure to cure a sig-
nature or ID discrepancy 
with their ballot in the 
2024 Presidential Prima-
ry Election

Colorado Secretary 
of State Jena 

Griswold certifies 
2024 Presidential 
Primary Election

Grant funding provides free 
diapers, wipes and creams
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How to help students master 
college entrance exams

Courtesy of METRO

Families can work together to make preparing for stan-
dardized testing more successful.

(METRO) — The college 
admissions process is mul-
tifaceted and stretches out 
over a year or more. High 
school students who plan 
to continue their educa-
tion at four-year schools 
typically go through the 
admissions process at 
various schools before de-
ciding where the next step 
on their academic journeys 
will take them. 

Testing is part of the col-
lege admissions process. 
Parents and guardians 
who want to give young 
people the best chance of 
being admitted to their 
preferred school can help 
students prepare ac-
cordingly. In the United 
States, performance on the 
SAT and/or the ACT has 
traditionally been a key 
consideration for college 
admissions departments. 
The college information 
resource CollegeVine says 
standardized test scores 
are not required in the ad-
missions process for public 
Canadian universities, al-
though some private ones 
will accept SAT scores. 
According to the Princ-
eton Review, the SAT is 
created and administered 
by the College Board. The 
test consists of Math and 
Evidence-based Reading 
and Writing. Each sec-
tion is scored on a 200-to-
800-point scale, (a score of 
1600 indicates mastery of 
the exam). The ACT is a 
similar test that also helps 
measure college readiness. 
The ACT consists of four 
sections: English, Reading, 
Math, and Science. There’s 
also an optional 40-minute 
Writing Test that some 
colleges may require. The 

maximum composite score 
for the ACT is 36.

Most schools do not fa-
vor one test over the other, 
so it’s possible students 
will take just one exam. 
However, college-bound 
students are increasingly 
taking both the SAT and 
ACT and only submitting 
the higher score to schools. 
This is important for fami-
lies and students to recog-
nize. Generally, students 
can study concurrently for 
both tests, and the follow-
ing are some additional 
strategies to prepare for 
college admissions testing.

• Enroll in a test prep 
course. Students may ben-
efit from taking test prep 
courses either in sopho-
more year of high school or 
early in their junior year. 
These courses familiarize 
students with the testing 
format and enable them to 
take practice exams. They 
also offer tips for getting 
through the test within 
the alloted time. Knowing 
“how” to take the test is 
often just as important as 
knowing the material on 
the test.

• Focus on vocabulary. 
Families can work togeth-
er to expand students’ vo-
cabularies. Everyone can 
learn new words and use 
them on a daily basis.

• Prioritize rest and a 
healthy lifestyle. This can 
be a stressful time in stu-
dents’ lives. Parents and 
other caregivers can rec-
ognize this and reinforce 
healthy living habits that 
will help teens get the 
rest they need to stay both 
physically and mentally 
well. Try not to put extra 
pressure on students dur-
ing this critical time. Avoid 
emphasizing a need to get 
the best test scores pos-
sible, which can lead to 
additional stress, burnout 
and resentment.

• Realize many schools 
are test-optional. Students 
who simply are not excellent 
test-takers may take comfort 
in knowing that a growing 
number of schools have be-
come test-optional. Families 
can determine if students 
want to be “one-and-done” 
on standardized testing, or 
take the test a few times to 
improve their scores.

Courtesy of METRO

Tax season has arrived, and taxpayers are 
urged to provide all relevant documents 
to their tax preparers to ensure their re-
turns are filed correctly and on time.

Documents to bring 
to your tax preparer

(METRO) — In many parts of the 
country, April marks a return to warm 
temperatures, landscapes marked by 
blooming foliage and perhaps even a 
colorful flower or two. April also signals 
tax season, a notion that may elicit dif-
ferent reactions than warmer weather 
and budding plants, particularly among 
those who do not anticipate receiving a 
tax refund. 

According to the Internal Revenue 
Service, the deadline to file a 2023 tax 
return is Monday, April 15, 2024. Indi-
viduals who file more complicated returns 
or those who simply don’t have the time 
to file on their own typically look to tax 
preparation professionals to ensure their 
returns are filed correctly and on time. As 
the tax deadline draws closer, taxpayers 
who work with tax preparation profes-
sionals can make that partnership go 
more smoothly by ensuring they bring 
along these necessary documents and 
details to their appointments.

• Social Security numbers: Individuals 
who are filing as single or jointly with a 
spouse will need to list the Social Security 
numbers of each person on the return. 
Taxpayers with dependents will need to 
provide the full names and Social Secu-
rity numbers of each dependent as well 
as their own Social Security numbers.

• Identification: A copy of a form of 
identification, such as a driver’s license 
or passport, also must be included in a 
tax return. The identification confirms a 
person’s identity and the name on the ID 
provided must match the name associ-
ated with the Social Security number 
provided.

• Income statements: Tax prepar-
ers need a copy of each taxpayer’s W-2 
form, which employers must provide 
by the end of January. Taxpayers with 
more than one job must provide a W-2 
from each employer. Additional income 
statements, such as forms indicating 
gambling winnings or retirement account 
distributions, also must be provided to the 
tax prep pro. Taxpayers who have such 

income should contact their tax prepa-
ration pro prior to their appointment to 
determine which additional income form 
they need to file.

• Tax deduction documents: Tax 
deductions save taxpayers money, and 
taxpayers may be eligible for a range of 
deductions. For example, homeowners 
who finance their home purchases with 
mortgages will receive a 1098 form from 
their mortgage provider each January. 
That form is a mortgage interest state-
ment that can help homeowners reduce 
their tax obligations. Donations, student 
loan interest payments and college tu-
ition costs are some additional potential 
deductions. Charities, student loan ser-
vicing firms and colleges or universities 
should provide tax deduction documents 
by the end of January, and taxpayers 
can turn these forms over to their tax 
preparation professional so they earn all 
eligible deductions.

• Receipts: Some expenses are eligible 
for tax deductions. Taxpayers can con-
tact their tax preparation professional 
to determine if any medical bills, busi-
ness expenses, charitable contributions, 
or additional expenses are deductible. 
Receipts may be required, and individu-
als are urged to hold on to any receipts 
they might be able to use to earn a tax 
deduction.



Tuesday, April 2, 2024 Valley Courier Page 5

Lifestyles

(METRO) — Vibrant, 
green lawns can draw 
attention to any land-
scape. Many homeown-
ers toil for hours each 
week to ensure their 
lawns are pristine, or 
invest in lawn care ser-
vices to help maintain a 
yard if they do not have 
the time to do so them-
selves. 

While many treat-
ments can be applied 
to lawns to help them 
thrive, animal waste is 
not among them. Pet 
owners who aspire to 
have beautiful lawns 
will have to take a few 
extra steps to ensure 
lawns can persevere de-
spite the presence of fur-
ry companions.

Reseed with a damage-
resistant grass

There are many differ-
ent types of grass, and 
some are more resilient 
than others. Tall fescue, 
Kentucky bluegrass, pe-
rennial ryegrass, and 
Bermuda grass are just 
some of the grass vari-
eties that can capably 
handle pet traffic. If re-
placing the entire lawn 
is not possible, consider 
reseeding or addressing 
the areas that pets fre-
quent.

Strengthen the root 
system

It may be tempting to 
cut the lawn short, par-
ticularly if dogs or cats 
like to nibble on longer 
blades of grass. But that 
approach could be doing 
the lawn a disservice. 
According to The Home 
Depot, letting the lawn 
grow to at least three 
inches will help keep 
moisture in the soil 
and prevent evapora-
tion. That moisture will 
strengthen the roots, 
creating a healthier 

lawn for pets and peo-
ple.

Create pet paths
Various materials can 

be used in these high-
traffic areas to minimize 
the sights and signs 
of pet traffic. Mulch or 
crushed stone can estab-
lish these pet highways 
and look like intended 
features.

Set boundaries
Pet urine contains 

high levels of nitrogen, 
which can burn grass 
and turn it brown. It’s 
not possible to water 
down urine or pick up 
solid waste immediately 
every time a pet goes 
outdoors, so designate a 
pet-friendly spot for pot-
ty time. Use fencing or a 
dog run to separate this 
area and help mitigate 
“land mines” all over 
the lawn. Fencing also 
can keep pets out of veg-
etable gardens and away 
from potentially toxic 
plants.

Avoid chemical lawn 
treatments

When pets use the 
yard and rest on the 
lawn, you’ll need to 
eliminate products that 
can be harmful to them. 
Choose all-natural fer-
tilizers and weed and 
pest preventatives.

Look for alternatives
If maintaining a lawn 

with pets seems like an 
uphill battle, consider 
swapping out your land-
scape with a variety of 
materials. Scale back on 
grass, and incorporate 
groundcover, hardscape 
materials like pea grav-
el, or extend the patio. 
Artificial turf also is an 
option, as it won’t brown 
and wither. Some turf 
products can even be 
quickly and thoroughly 
cleaned with water.

Courtesy of METRO

Maintaining a lawn routinely roamed by pets

By COLORADO 
PARKS AND 
WILDLIFE

PUEBLO — Begin-
ning April 1, boaters 
who remain on the wa-
ter at Lake Pueblo State 
Park past gate closing 
times on the two boat 
ramps will not be pre-
vented from leaving.

A new policy — and 
new gates — will allow 
after-hour departures, 
which have not been 
permitted since the rise 
of aquatic nuisance spe-
cies (ANS) forced Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife 
to begin inspecting ev-
ery boat that enters and 
leaves state-managed 
waters.

This winter, Lake 
Pueblo installed new 
gates on the south boat 
ramp that resemble 
large railroad-cross-
ing guards. They are 
equipped with sensors — 
and spike strips — to al-
low the boaters to leave, 
but not enter the water 
after hours. 

The change comes with 
new ANS inspection re-
quirements that boaters 
will need to strictly fol-
low.

“This is a response to 
our guests who like to 
fish and boat late into 
the night,” said Joe 
Stadterman, manager of 
CPW’s busiest park. “We 
are trying to accommo-
date them while main-
taining the highest de-
fense possible to prevent 
aquatic nuisance species 
from entering the lake.”

The new south ramp 
gates are becoming op-
erational as Lake Pueblo 
ANS inspection sta-

tions shift from winter 
to springtime operating 
hours. Beginning April 
1, the south ramp gates 
will be open 5 a.m. to 10 
p.m. The north ramp op-
erating hours will be 5 
a.m. to midnight.

Boats leaving after 
hours still must follow 
CPW’s “clean, drain, 
dry” ANS protocols. 
However, they will not 
receive a seal that des-
ignates them as clean. 
They may be required 
to go through the de-
contamination station 
before being allowed to 
re-enter the water.

In recent years, CPW 
has aggressively policed 
boats entering its waters 
to guard against the in-
vasion of non-native ze-
bra and quagga mussels, 
in particular.

“Our seasonal hours, 
combined with the new 
south ramp gate, give 
boaters more freedom 
to come and go at Lake 
Pueblo,” Stadterman 
said. “But we will not re-
lax our ANS inspections 
as we continue to keep 
Lake Pueblo free of in-
vasive zebra and quagga 
mussels.”

When ANS inspection 
stations are open, all 
trailered or motorized 
watercraft must be in-
spected by on-site staff 
prior to launching on the 
lake. CPW’s ANS proto-
cols include inspecting 
watercraft before they 
enter state waters, de-
contaminating those 
with ANS attached, ed-
ucating boat operators 
and ensuring that users 
clean, drain and dry wa-
tercraft.

Lake Pueblo State 
Park installs ‘exit only’ 

gates to let boaters 
leave after hours
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SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY

Prep baseball
Dolores Huerta 15, 

Antonito 0, 4 inn
Dolores Huerta 16, 

Antonito 7
La Junta 5, Alamosa 

4
Sanford 15, Centen-

nial 0, 4 inn.
Sanford 22, Centen-

nial 1, 3 inn.
Sterling 13, Alamosa 

3, 6 inn.
Swink 21, Centauri 

0, 3 inn.

SATURDAY
Prep baseball

Alamosa 10, Trini-
dad 6

Centauri 11, Rocky 
Ford 5

Del Norte 16, Igna-
cio 10

Ignacio 4, Del Norte 
2

Monte Vista 12, Sar-
gent 0, 5 inn

Monte Vista 17, Sar-
gent 2, 4 inn.

Prep girls soccer
Harrison 3, Alamosa 

2
Trinidad 4, Del Norte 

1
College men’s 

lacrosse
Colorado Mesa 20, 

Adams State 3

SCHEDULE
TUESDAY

Prep baseball
Alamosa at Gunni-

son (2), 2 p.m.
Centauri at Walsen-

burg, 3 p.m.

Center at Sanford 
(2), 3 p.m.

Centennial at Custer 
County, 4:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
College men’s 

lacrosse
Concordia-Irvine at 

Adams State, 3 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep girls soccer
Ignacio at Del Norte, 

4:30 p.m.
College outdoor 

track and field
Adams State at Jo 

Meaker Classic and 
Multi (at Canyon, Tex-
as), TBA

FRIDAY
Prep baseball

Manzanola at Sierra 
Grande (2), 11 a.m.

Antonito, Branson/
Kim at La Veta, TBA

Monte Vista at Buena 
Vista Invitational, TBA

Prep girls golf
Monte Vista at Swink 

Invitational (at La Jun-
ta), 9 a.m.

Prep girls soccer
Alamosa at Pagosa 

Springs, 4 p.m.
Prep track and field

Sangre de Cristo, 
Sierra Grande at Ray 
Headley Invitational 
(at Swink), 9 a.m.

College baseball
Adams State at Colo-

rado School of Mines, 
6 p.m.

College women’s 
softball

Adams State at Colo-
rado-Colorado Springs 
(2), noon

College outdoor 
track and field

Adams State at Jo 
Meaker Classic and 
Multi (at Canyon, Tex-
as), TBA

SATURDAY
Prep baseball

Durango at Alamo-
sa, 10 a.m.

Bayfield at Centauri 
(2), 11 a.m.

Center at Sargent (2), 
11 a.m.

Del Norte at Trinidad 
(2), 11 a.m.

La Veta at Sierra 
Grande, 11 a.m.

Monte Vista at Buena 
Vista Invitational, TBA

Prep girls soccer
Bayfield at Alamosa, 

11 a.m.
Del Norte at Banning 

Lewis Academy, noon
Prep track and field

Creede, Del Norte 
at Abel Velasquez In-
vitational (at Ignacio), 
8 a.m.

Alamosa, Moffat, 
Monte Vista, Sanford, 
Sargent at Thunder-
storm Invitational (at 
CSU Pueblo), 9 a.m.

Antonito, Center, 
Monte Vista at Salida 
Invitational, 9 a.m.

Centauri at Pueblo 
County Invitational, 
9 a.m.

College baseball
Adams State at Colo-

rado School of Mines 
(2), noon

College men’s 
lacrosse

Adams State at Colo-
rado State Pueblo, 
noon

College women’s 
softball

Adams State at Colo-
rado-Colorado Springs 
(2), 11 a.m.

College outdoor 
track and field

Adams State at Jo 
Meaker Classic and 
Multi (at Canyon, Tex-
as), TBA

SUNDAY
College baseball
Adams State at Colo-

rado School of Mines, 
noon
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Harrison rallies in second half to defeat Lady Moose
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – After 

starting the season with 
three road games, the 
Alamosa High School 
girls soccer team played 
at home for the first time 
on Saturday as it hosted 
Harrison at the AHS 
stadium.

The Lady Mean Moose 
started strong as they led 
2-0 at halftime. However, 
the Lady Panthers came 
alive in the second half 
and came back to win by 
a score of 3-2.

“We did not come out 
like we should have for the 
second half,” said Alamosa 
coach Kelly Wubben. 
“Hopefully we’ll come back 
and take it to Pagosa in 
our next game.”

Alamosa took an early 
lead with a goal in the 
second minute of the 
game. Leah Higareda 
took a pass from Jayden 
Wubben on a break and 
beat Harrison goalkeeper 
Emily Garcia for a 1-0 
lead.

The Lady Mean Moose 
increased the lead to 2-0 
in the 33rd minute as 
Wubben was fouled in 
the box and was awarded 
a penalty kick which she 
converted.

The Lady Panthers 
got on the scoreboard 
in the fourth minute 
of the second half as 

Tyara Vazquez scored an 
unassisted goal.

Harrison tied the score 
11 minutes later as 
Adamari Mata scored off 
a Lexy Wilson assist.

The go-ahead goal came 
in the 66th minute as 
Vazquez scored for the 
second time. Mata was 
credited with the assist.

The Lady Mean Moose 
made several attempts to 
tie the score and they came 
the closest in the final 
minute as Wubben’s shot 
was stopped by Dmarie 
Miles.

H a r r i s o n  o u t s h o t 
A l a m o s a  1 4 - 1 3 . 
Goalkeeper Emmy Tibbits 
made 11 saves.

Alamosa (1-3) will travel 
to Pagosa Springs for the 
intermountain League 
opener on Friday and then 
will return home to host 
Bayfield on Saturday.

“We just need to piece 
together a full game,” 
coach Wubben said. “So 
far, we’ve just had half 
games.”

Harrison 3, Alamosa 2

Harrison          0          3 – 3

Alamosa          2          0 – 2

Scoring

A – Higareda (Wubben), 2:00

A – Wubben. 33:00

H – Vazquez, 44:00

H – Mata (Wilson), 55:00

H – Vasquez (Mata), 66:00.

Shots on goal: Harrison 7-7—14, Ala-

mosa 5-8—13. Corner kicks: Harrison 

2-0—2, Alamosa 1-2—3. Goalkeepers 

– Harrison Garcia (3-0—3), Miles (0-

7—7); Alamosa – Tibbitts (7-4—11.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Alamosa High School’s Jayden Wubben sends a penalty kick into the net in Saturday’s game against 
Harrison at the AHS stadium. The Lady Mean Moose lost to the Lady Panthers 3-2.

Alamosa baseball picks up first win of season
By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA  –  The 

Alamosa High School 

baseball team got its 

first win of the season on 
Saturday as it defeated 

Trinidad 10-6 in the Jim 

Sullivan Invitational at 

22nd Street Field in La 

Junta.

The Miners took the 

early lead with three runs 

in the bottom of the first. 
They increased the lead 

to 4-0 in the second before 

the Mean Moose scored 

its first run in the top of 
the third.

Trinidad added another 

run in the bottom of the 

third, but Alamosa took 

the lead by scoring five 
runs in the top of the fifth. 
The Mean Moose scored 

twice in the sixth and 

seventh innings.
Trinidad scored once in 

its half of the seventh.
Gus West started on 

the mound and picked up 
the win. He allowed six 
runs and eight hits and he 

struck out four and walked 
two. Tony Griego finished 
the game and gave up no 
runs and no hits.

The Mean Moose had 
eight hits and were led 
by Jayden Mizokami who 
went 3-4 including a 
double, and Carlos Garcia 
who went 2-3 with one 
RBI.

E a r l i e r  i n  t h e 

tournament, the Mean 

Moose lost to Sterling 13-3 

and to La Junta, the host 

team, 5-4.

Alamosa (1-6) will travel 

to Gunnison on Tuesday 

for a doubleheader the 

first game starts at 2 p.m.
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San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative Inc. 
TOD Rate Hour Changes 

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative’s (SLVREC) wholesale power provider, pre-
viously filed to make changes to the rate they charge SLVREC includ-
ing changes to the on-peak window. The changes were to be effective 
January 1, 2024. SLVREC changed its rates on January 1, 2024 in 
anticipation of Tri-State’s new rate being approved. Tri-State’s rate fil-
ing, however, has not been approved. Accordingly, SLVREC is rolling 
back its peak window to match Tri-State’s current approved on-peak 
window. The changes to SLVREC’s TOD peak window are as follows:

 On-Peak kWh: 5 PM to 10 PM daily 
Off-Peak kWh: 10 PM to 5 PM next day

On-Peak kWh: 5 PM to 10 PM daily 
Off-Peak kWh: 10 PM to 5 PM next day 

Purchased Power Demand (Highest de-
mand from 12 PM TO 10 PM
Monday-Saturday, Sundays excluded)

Purchased Power Demand (Highest de-
mand from 12 PM TO 10 PM
Monday-Saturday, Sundays excluded) 

On-Peak kWh: 12 PM to 10 PM daily 
Off-Peak kWh: 10 PM to 12 PM next day

The changes will become effective 30 days from the first date of pub-
lication of this notice.

A-TOD Single Phase
Time of Day
Rates 08, 09

A-TOD Three Phase
Time of Day
Rates 10, 11

1-1 rrigation
Rates 60, 62, 63, 65
Rates 80, 82, 83, 85

LP-A Time of Day
Less than 500 kW
Rates 54, 56 

EV TOD 
Rates EVP, EVO

Rate Name Time of Day Hours

DISTRICT COURT, CONEJOS COUNTY, COLORADO
6683 County Road 13, Conejos, CO 81129
VALERIE MORALES, an Individual, and AMY REGNIER,
an Individual
Plaintiffs,
v.
DARLENE LETEY, an Individual
Defendant.
A COURT USE ONLY A
Attorney for Plaintiffs: Samuel J. Scheurich, #46270 BURNHAM LAW
2760 29th Street, Suite #IE Boulder, CO 80301
Phone: 303.990.5308
Fax: 303.200.7330
sam@bumhamlaw.com
Case No.: 2022CV30010
Division: C
NOTICE OF LEVY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on October 25, 2023, a Writ of Ex-
ecution was issued out of the District Court for the County of Cone-
jos directing the Sheriff of the County of Conejos, State of Colorado, 
to levy upon and seize certain property of Darlene Letey, the above 
named Defendant, and the Sheriff of the County of Conejos did levy 
upon, seize and take into possession the following described prop-
erty:
Lot 3, Block 12, Manaassa Parcel No. 2, County of Conejos, State 
of Colorado
Now, therefore, you Darlene Letey, Defendant, take notice, that within 
fourteen (14) days from the date of service hereof, exclusive of the 
day of service, if served within this state, or if served by publication, 
you may make and file with the Clerk of the above-entitled court a 
written claim of any exemption which you may have under the stat-
utes of the State of Colorado; and in case of your failure to make and 
file such written claim of exemption with the Clerk of said Court you 
shall be deemed to have waived your right of exemption under the 
statutes of this state.
Witness, Garth Crowther, Sheriff of Conejos County, Colorado, this 30 
day of November, 2023.
GARTH CROWTHER CONEJOS COUNTY SHERIFF
By:
   /S/
No. 3844.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, 
29, 30, April 2, 3, 5, 6, & 9, 2024.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
COSTILLA COUNTY CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
SAN LUIS, CO
GUADALUPE SANCHEZ DITCH PROJECT
General Notice
Costilla County Conservancy District  (District) in conjunction with the 
landowner, ditch, and  the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
is requesting Bids for the construction of the following Project. These 
bids will be reviewed and approved by the District as a special district 
and the financial agent for the project.:
Guadalupe Sanchez Ditch Project
Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the Costilla 
County Conservancy District located at 324 Main Street, PO Box 42, 
San Luis, Colorado 81152 until _24_,  of ___April____2024 at 4:00 
PM local time. On ___April 26________, 2024, at 12:30pm the Bids 
received will be publicly opened and read.
The Project includes the following Work:
Construction of the Guadalupe Sanchez Ditch Works of Improvement
The District anticipates that the Project’s total bid price will be approx-
imately $300,000. The Project has an expected duration of approxi-
mately 6 months with a goal deadline of completion of October, 2024.
Obtaining the Bidding Documents
For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, 
procedures, and contract award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders 
that are included in the Bidding Documents. Prospective Bidders may 
obtain or examine the Bidding Documents at the Costilla County Con-
servancy District Office on Monday through Friday between the hours 
of 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM. 
Costilla County Conservancy District
324 Main Street, San Luis, CO 81154 
Pre-bid Conference
A pre-bid conference for the Project will be held on Tuesday, April 
16th at 1pm at Costilla County Conservancy District,  324 Main 
Street, San Luis CO 81152. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is 
encouraged but not required.
This Advertisement is issued by:
Owner: Costilla County Conservancy District
By: Ronda Lobato as Secretary of the Board of Directors
No. 3848.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 26, 27, 29, 30, April 2, 3, 5, 
6, 9, 10, 12, & 13, 2024.

NOTICE
Be it resolved that the Board of Education of South Conejos School 
District accepts the
resignation of Ricardo Romero from the Board of Education at the 
regular School Board
meeting effective March 12, 2024, and
Be it further resolved that, in accordance with state law, the Board 
declares a vacancy in
this school director’s office that will be filled by appointment by the 
Board within 60 days in accordance with the following procedure:
1. Interested persons are invited to send a letter to the Board with a 
statement of
interest and qualifications by April 15, 2024. Letters can be submitted 
to vlopez@southconejos.com.
2. The Board will interview prospective candidates on April 16, 2024, 
at work session.
3. To be eligible for appointment, a candidate must be a registered 
elector of the
school district for at least 12 consecutive months and a resident of 
the district.
4. The appointee will serve the remainder of the unexpired term.
No. 3849.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 26, 27, 29, 30, & April 2, 
2024.

District Court
Alamosa County, Colorado

Court Address: 8955 Way Independence, Alamosa, CO  81101
In the Matter of the Estate of:
Rosalie Ann Grey
Deceased
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address):
Brenda S. Getz, P.C., Atty Reg.   #26056
PO Box 294
Walsenburg, CO  81089
Phone Number: (719) 738-6304        
E-mail: Bsglawoffice@gmail.com
Case Number: 2023 PR 30051
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-
12-801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Rosalie Ann Grey, Deceased  
Case Number: 2023 PR 30051  
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
District Court of   
Alamosa , County, Colorado or 
on or before July 26, 2024, or the claims may be forever barred.
Richard Grey
5444 CR 112.9 S
Alamosa, CO  81101
No. 3854.
Published in the Valley Courier on March 26, April 2, and 9, 2024.

NOTICE
A public hearing will be held on April 11th, 2024 @ 5:30 pm at the 
Regular Town Board Meeting, Town of Antonito, at 515 River Street 
(Antonito Town Hall). A variance request has been submitted by Jose 
Maestas & Marisela Vargas, requesting permission to set a 1990 Sch 
16 x 76 single wide trailer in a high density residential neighborhood 
at 316 W 8th Ave Street.
No. 3867.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 2, 2024.

Request for Proposal for Audit Services
Purpose 

The purpose of this request for proposal (RFP) is to engage the ser-
vices of a qualified firm of certified public accountants to provide au-
diting services to Alamosa School District RE-11J. 
Services Required 
The scope of the prospective engagement will be to perform a finan-
cial and compliance audit of the District for the year ended June 30, 
2024, with the option to audit the District’s financial statements for 
each of the four (4) subsequent fiscal years. The firm selected will be 
expected to provide consultation and assistance in the preparation of 
its basic financial statements in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. The audit and resulting accountants’ reports 
must be in accordance with the Single Audit Act.
Description of Entity to Be Audited 
The District serves approximately 2,000 students in Alamosa, Colo-
rado. Funds included in the financial statements to be audited will be 
the General, Capital Projects, Special Revenue, and Internal Service 
Funds. More detailed information on the District, as well as the Dis-
trict’s finances can be found in the fiscal year ended June 30, 2023 
Audited Financial Statements which is posted on the District’s web-
site under financial transparency. 
Inquiries 
This request for proposal (RFP) is issued by the District. All proposals 
should be mailed to: Alamosa School District, 209 Victoria Ave, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101 Attention: Amanda Hensley, Chief Operations and 
Financial Officer, 719-587-1600 or hand delivered to 403 Santa Fe, 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
Qualifications Required 
In order to be considered, the firm presenting the proposal must be 
a firm of certified public accountants eligible by law to practice public 
accounting in the State of Colorado. 
Proposal Content 
Proposals must include the following information: 
1. Firm’s Name; the name, address and telephone number of the 
contact person; and the proposal date; include the firm’s license to 
practice in Colorado 
2. Letter explaining the understanding of work to be done, commit-
ment to the calendar and a statement why the auditing firm is in the 
best position to perform the auditing services 
3. Has the local office performed school district, or government, au-
dits in Colorado? List names of school districts, dates of audits and 
whether a single audit was required. Include any other statements 
related to qualifications and experience. 
4. List the personnel of your local organization who are likely to be as-
signed to the engagement. Indicate whether Partner, Principal, Senior 
Accountant, etc. Provide information on Colorado licensure for each 
person and whether the individual has school district, or governmen-
tal, auditing experience.
5. What is the firm’s standard for continuing professional education, 
for certified staff and non-certified staff? How many hours of con-
tinuing professional education (CPE) are required in governmental 
accounting and auditing? If required, are individual staff members 
meeting the minimum requirements as defined by the Yellow Book? 
6. What percentage of the external auditors who would be assigned 
to the audit have at least six months experience in governmental ac-
counting? Please give details. 
7. Submit a copy of the most recent completed external quality control 
review (i.e., peer review). If available, a review of a specific govern-
ment engagement. 
8. Please quote a not to exceed audit fee for each of the next four 
years, which must include out-of-pocket expenses.
Firms are requested to provide the written proposal to the District by 
April 30, 2024. 
Time Requirements 
* The following deadlines are presently anticipated:  
* RFP released  April 1, 2024
* Prospective bidder’s inquiry deadline  April 15, 2024
* Proposal deadline  April 30, 2024
* Notifications of bid selection  May 15, 2024
* Engagement of successful firm May 31, 2024
* End of accounting period  June 30, 2024
* Submit audit report to Board of Education for approval  
December 12, 2024
* Submit audit report to the Office of the State Auditor  December 31, 
2024
Evaluation Process 
The District will judge the merits of proposals received in accordance 
with the criteria discussed below. The bidder is responsible for pro-
viding all information requested in this RFP and failure to do so may 
result in disqualification of the proposal. During the evaluation pro-
cess, the District may request firms to complete an oral presentation 
or answer further questions about their proposal.
Criteria: 
1. Certified public accounting firm licensed to practice in the State 
of Colorado. 
2. A peer review completed within the past three years. 
3. The adequacy and completeness of the proposal. 
4. The experience of the firm.
5. The experience and qualifications of staff to be assigned to the 
audit. 
6. The proposed cost of the audit (number of hours and hourly rate). 
Right to Reject Proposals 
This is not a competitive bid. The RFP process allows the District to 
select the vendor that best meets the needs of the District, taking into 
consideration firm qualifications, price, and service capabilities. The 
District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and accepts no 
responsibility for the cost of proposal preparation.
No. 3869.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 
19, 20, & 23, 2024.

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/24/24-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds. (AS)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT is 
seeking a PRESCHOOL 
AIDE. Preferred qualifi-
cations include a Level I 
or II in Colorado Shines 
or a teaching assistant 
certificate. Salary sched-
ules are available on the 
district website. Please 
submit a district appli-
cation, resume, cover 
letter, and transcripts at 
https://www.southcone-
jos.com/page/how-to-
apply. (4/10/24)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
has the following po-
sit ions available for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year: HS GIRLS BAS-
K ETBALL COACH 
& FOOD SERVICE 
DIRECTOR.  Please 
visit our website www.
sangreschools.org to 
apply. If you have any 
questions, please call 
719-420-1422. (4/19/24)

DATA ANALYST - LA 
PUENTE HOME INC., 
seeks a Data Analyst 
for its Adelante Family 
Resource Center Pro-
gram.  This position is 
responsible for over-
seeing Adelante’s Data 
Systems and reporting 
frameworks to ensure 
the timely and accu-
rate recording of data, 
transforming raw data 
into structured informa-
tion and reports, and su-
pervising performance 
and quality assurance 
processes to pinpoint 
areas for enhancement. 
Other duties include 
training new staff and 
providing ongoing data 
entry support to pro-
gram staff, overseeing 
the Working Together 
program reporting re-
quirements, and imple-
mentation of team meet-
ings. Salary $37,800 to 
$40,000, DOE. Submit 
resumes and cover let-
ters to  HR@lapuente.
net. Resumes without 
phone numbers and an 
email will not be con-
sidered. (4/19/24)

POOLE CHEMICAL 
SEASONAL TRUCK 
DRIVER: Now-August, 
(local deliveries). Must 
have a CDL Class A and 
pass drug screen. Apply 
in Person 2060 S. Rd. 
5E, MONTE VISTA. 
(4/17/24)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting 
applications for KIDS 
CONNECTION SUM-
M E R  P R O G R A M 
LEADERS. Duties in-
clude, planning, sched-
uling, and implementing 
youth program activi-
ties. $15 per hour. Job 
Description and appli-
cations are available at 
http://www.cityofmon-
tevista.colorado.gov or 
City of Monte Vista, Hu-
man Resources, 95 West 
First Ave, Monte Vista, 
Co. 81144. (5/1/24) 

L O O K I N G  F O R 
YEAR round HELP 
ON POTATO GRAIN 
FARM, starting imme-
diately, contact 719-850-
2137. Must have experi-
ence around machinery 
and farming practices. 
(5/1/24)

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL an opening for 
an ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT; Manage 
the CEOs calendar, in-
cluding making appoint-
ments, arranging ap-
pointments as necessary 
and needed, and priori-
tizing the most sensitive 
matters. Present highly 
professional and warm 
image to staff, public, 
and clients. organizing 
meetings, scheduling, 
sending reminders, or-
ganizing catering (when 
necessary), agenda prep-
aration, meeting min-
utes, maintaining inte-
grated files, Responsible 
for ensuring that Rio 
Grande Hospital provid-
ers are fully compliant 
with all state and fed-
eral regulations. Must 
also ensure that every 
member of medical staff 
is legally licensed and/
or credentialed and up 
to date with the latest 
medical policies and 
procedures. Monitor li-
cense and credential 
expiration dates and ad-
vise staff members of 
required renew. RGH 
is an EOE, complete 
an application online at 
http://riograndehospital.
org under CONTACT, 
EMPLOYMENT. Ad-
ditional questions: Call 
Paula Pacheco email 
paulap@riograndehos-
pital.net or call 719-657-
4111. (4/17/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for (1) CENTAURI 
HIGH SCHOOL HEAD 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
COACH and (1) CHS 
HEAD CROSS COUN-
TRY COACH.  Applica-
tion can be downloaded 
at www.northconejos.
com or may be  picked 
up at the administration 
office, 17887 US Hwy 
285, LA JARA, CO, 719-
274-5174. For questions 
call Jesse Shawcroft at 
719-274-5178. Submit 
application to Mr. Dar-
ren Edgar, Superinten-
dent. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(4/6/24)



Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Steve Copley 
Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

ALAMOSA COUNTY 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 
is seeking a DATA EN-
TRY CLERK. This job 
requires data entry skills 
and working knowledge 
of the Assessor’s Of-
fice to ensure accurate 
property data is gener-
ated to maintain complex 
records.  Responsibili-
ties include: Working in-
dependently or in a team 
setting, entering deed 
transfers (land splits/
combination and replats 
of parcels into database), 
entering address changes 
into the computer system, 
answering phones and 
assisting the public at 
the front counter, coping 
maps, daily mail runs, 
participating in profes-
sional training, and per-
form all other duties as 
required by the County 
Assessor.  $17.00-$19.00 
per hour, full time, full 
benefits. Background 
check and drug screening 
required. Applications 
may be obtained online 
at www.alamosacounty.
org. Inquiries may be di-
rected to humanresourc-
es@alamosacounty.org. 
(4/6/24)

HEAD JUNIOR HIGH 
GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL 
COACH needed at DEL 
NORT E J R.  H IGH 
SCHOOL.  Experience 
as a coach or assistant 
coach at the MIDDLE 
SCHOOL and or HIGH 
SCHOOL level is pre-
ferred.  Must possess: 
effective coaching tech-
niques and a thorough 
knowledge of the rules 
of the sport; and have the 
ability to establish and 
maintain effective work-
ing relationships with 
school administrators, 
parents, and students.  
Please contact Gibbs San-
chez, Athletic Director, 
at: gsanchez@urtigers.
co 719-657-4020; or An-
nie Hardy, Principal, at: 
ahardy@urtigers.co , 
719-657-4020. (5/1/24)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have a high school 
d ip lom a  a nd  some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained.  Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience.  Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (5/1/24)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS NEED-
ED at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DIST R ICT in  DEL 
NORTE!  Call or email:  
Soph ia at  719- 657-
4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more 
information, go on-line:  
urtigers.co, or stop by 
the district office at:  
950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO to pick up an 
application. You do not 
have to hold a college 
degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school gradu-
ate and have a substi-
tute license from CDE 
(Colorado Department 
of Education). (5/1/24)

CSU-SAN LUIS VAL-
L E Y  R E S E A RC H 
CENTER is seeking 
temporary hourly em-
ployees to work M-F 
8:00am to 4:30pm, 30 to 
40 hours per week. Aids 
in the preparation of re-
search field experiments 
and crops. Provides 
plant ing, i r r igat ing, 
cultivating, harvesting, 
storing crops and vari-
ous tasks important to 
the research initiatives at 
this station. Please apply 
at https://jobs.colostate.
edu/postings/141377  or 
contact Sharon at (719) 
754-3594 x17. (4/17/24)

TOWN OF HOOPER 
is accepting applica-
t ions for the PARK 
AND TOWN MAIN-
TENANCE POSITION. 
Job begins in April - 
September, up to 30 
hours per month. The job 
duties include maintain-
ing park, maintaining 
mowing equipment etc. 
and town weed control 
and various other duties. 
Job description available 
upon request. Send re-
sume or letter of interest 
including experience, to 
PO Box 1, Hooper, CO 
81136 or tclerk.hooper@
gmail.com, include in 
the subject line, Hooper 
Maintenance Position. 
For more information 
call 719-937-3683. Ap-
plication deadline, April 
15, 2024. (4/6/24)

L A  P U E N T E  I S 
seeking a self-starting 
individual for the po-
sit ion of EMPLOY-
M E N T  N AV I G A -
TOR as the front line 
worker in our Employ-
ment Readiness pro-
gram.  This program 
engages clients experi-
encing barriers to em-
ployment to suppor t 
their journey from un-
employed or underem-
ployed to stability and 
independence. The Nav-
igator will work with La 
Puente’s Shelter, Street 
Outreach, and Adelante 
programs, as well as 
local employers and em-
ployment programs to 
help clients overcome 
barriers and obtain em-
ployment.  The Naviga-
tor also works to build 
trust, conduct assess-
ments, make referrals, 
identify resources, and 
collect data.  Ability to 
problem-solve and col-
laborate with other agen-
cies is a must. 36k-40k 
DOE. Send resume: La 
Puente, P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO  81101, 
719 589-5909.  www.
lapuente.net  Email: hr@
lapuente.net. (4/17/24)

P O TAT O  WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ER A L POSI T IONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
St reet,  Center,  CO. 
(5/1/24)

SHIPPING CLERK 
NEEDED for a PO-
TATO WAREHOUSE 
in CENTER, CO. Hours 
are generally 8am-6pm 
Monday thru Friday, 
and possibly a few hours 
Saturday mornings. FA-
MOUS software experi-
ence and knowledge a 
must. Salary is nego-
tiable. Please inquire 
at MOUNTAIN KING 
SPU D GROW E R S, 
1090 South Miles Street, 
Center, CO or email 
resume or application 
to tluna@mtnking.com. 
(5/1/24)

CAPULIN DITCH CO. 
is looking for a DITCH 
RIDER for the 2024 sea-
son- approx. Mid April 
through September. Pay 
is a set amount per day 
worked. For more in-
formation please con-
tact Joseph Valdez at: 
719-274-5109 (La Jara 
Pharm.) Or 719-588-
2585. (4/6/24)

STEFFENS QUAL-
ITY PLUMBING & 
H EATI NG is  look-
ing for a LICENSED 
PLUMBER / HEATING 
TECHNICIAN. We of-
fer an amazing benefit 
package with 401(k), 
paid vacation, and holi-
days. Licensed/expe-
rienced persons only. 
Please send résumé or 
job experience to alamo-
saplumber@gmail.com. 
Or call 719-589-0257. 
(4/16/24)
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Classifieds

420 - 

LOTS  & ACREAGES

324 - SEED

 & FEED

314- 

CLOTHING

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

387 - WANTED 

TO BUY

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

345 - 

WOOD

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER needed at 
the URGSD. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teach-
ing professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant 
and fun-loving team for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit 
your application, re-
sume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(4/30/24)

A D A M S  S T A T E 
UNIVERSITY is hir-
ing a DIRECTOR OF 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
for our EXTENDED 
STUDIES PROGRAM.  
This is a twelve-month 
exempt, at-will, full-
time position with the 
primary responsibil-
ity of managing the 
enrollment, develop-
ment and delivery of 
PreK-12 professional 
development, concur-
rent enrollment oppor-
tunities for high school 
students, professional 
development for private 
sector and other special 
projects as assigned. 
This individual will 
work collaboratively 
with Extended Studies 
staff, ASU staff, ex-
ternal stakeholders/cli-
ents, and staff of other 
educational institutions 
to support the delivery 
of quality off-campus 
programs. The position 
will provide high levels 
of customer care and 
relevant, timely and 
innovative solutions to 
students and stakehold-
ers. Travel is required 
and the position will 
represent Adams State 
University at various 
meetings, conferences, 
and workshops. Apply 
here https://adams.wd1.
myworkdayjobs.com/
ASU or contact Renae 
Haslett rhaslett@ad-
ams.edu 719-587-8144 
for more information. 
(4/5/24)

H ELP WA N T E D: 
S O M E O N E  t o 
CLEAN the TOWN 
HALL OFFICE. MU-
SEUM HELP: Must be 
16 yrs of age or older 
for museum, must have 
some knowledge of Jack 
Dempsey history. Also, 
CHIEF OF POLICE & 
POLICE OFFICER. 
Please pick up applica-
tion at the Town Hall 
office during business 
hours. (4/8/24)

C D L  B  T R U C K 
DRIVER: Earn Up to 
$83k+. Join Us, Grow 
with Us! At WORLD 
F U EL SERV ICES, 
our drivers are the key 
to our success. Tank 
Wagon drivers operate 
a straight truck carry-
ing petroleum products 
to our customers. We 
are currently seeking 
experienced CDL driv-
ers to join our team in 
ALAMOSA, CO. This 
is a DAYSHIFT POSI-
TION. EARNINGS!: 
$5,000 sign on bonus; 
Starting pay $23/hr. For 
day shift; Additional 
$1.00/hr. with one year 
of fuel exper ience; 
Performance Bonus 
$5,000; Earn Your First 
Year ;  Day Shift Aver-
age (with 1 year fuel 
experience) - $1,320 
Weekly / $76,640 An-
nually. WHAT YOU 
WILL LOVE ABOUT 
US!:  Home Da i ly! 
Health Benefits from 
day one!; Medical with 
HSA and FSA options; 
three plans to choose 
from to fit your needs; 
Dental, Vision, Teladoc, 
Employee Assistance 
Programs; $0 Premi-
um Medical Insurance 
Option; Prepare for 
the Future with 401K 
Retirement Plan with 
company matching, no 
vesting period; Rest and 
Relaxation 120 hours 
PTO, 7 paid holiday, 
and 4 floating holidays; 
Financia l  Peace of 
Mind: Company paid 
Short-Term Disability, 
Life, and AD&D Insur-
ance; Additional Perks 
We Offer: Long Term 
Disability Insurance, 
Accident & Critical 
Illness Insurance, Legal 
& Identity Theft Protec-
tion, Paid Uniform and 
Boots, Satellite Radio; 
Learning and Develop-
ment, LinkedIn Learn-
ing; Fleet of modern 
vehicles with the latest 
in cab technologies; Re-
ferral bonus program. 
WHAT YOU WILL 
NEED!: Current CDL; 
HazMat & Tank en-
dorsements; Two years 
of recent Class CDL 
driving experience re-
quired; Pass required 
MVR and DOT pre-
employment testing and 
background check. Ap-
ply Today! Questions 
707.761.7671. (4/24/24)

LOCA L DR I V ER 
-  M ET Z P OTATO 
COMPANY is looking 
for a year-round full-
time POTATO TRUCK 
DRIVER who will be 
responsible for loading 
and unloading trucks 
along with stacking or 
other duties in the ware-
house. Wage of $14.42-
16/hr plus potential to 
earn bonus annually. 
Overtime eligible. Sim-
ple IRA matching after 
6 months. Must have a 
valid driver’s license 
and clean MVR. Appli-
cations can be complet-
ed at 971 E County Rd 
6 N, MONTE VISTA. 
(4/10/24)

H O M E  H E A LT H 
AIDE for individual 
needed near LA JARA. 
CNA helpful but not re-
quired, on the job train-
ing. Good pay, f lex-
ible hours, must pass 
background check. Call 
or Text 719-580-9633. 
(4/26/24)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK, a locally owned 
CDFI community bank, 
is seeking a RELA-
TIONSHIP MANAG-
ER with 3+ years of 
commercial loan expe-
rience and a Regional 
Branch Manager with 
5+ years of banking ex-
perience. FSWB offers 
competitive compen-
sation, generous ben-
efits, & career devel-
opment. Join FSWB’s 
award-winning team 
dedicated to support-
ing rural Colorado’s 
agricultural, nonprofit 
and small businesses. 
For details and to apply, 
visit fswb.bank/about/
careers. EOE. (4/10/24)

DEL NORTE BANK 
is seeking a candi-
date to fill a Seasonal 
position for a TELL-
ER at our CREEDE 
BRANCH. Duties will 
be to accept deposits, 
loan payments, and pro-
cess withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced 
cash drawer. Must be 
personable and pleasant 
answering the phone 
and greeting customers. 
Many other duties will 
be assigned as needed. 
The position is sea-
sonal, full time with a 
hourly range of $14.42 
to $17.00. Please send 
your resume or appli-
cation to postmaster@
truelocalbank.com by 
April 12, 2024. Ap-
plication is available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers or call 719-657-
3376 and ask for Dawn. 
EOE. (4/12/24)

SKYLINE POTATO 
CO.  i n  C E N T E R, 
CO is looking for a 
SHIPPING CLERK/
ASSISTANT SUPER-
VISOR for their bulk 
division. Applicants 
must  be  Bi l i ng ua l 
(English/Spanish) and 
capable of using Micro-
soft Excel, Microsoft 
Word and able to learn 
other computer/ship-
ping programs. Work 
week consists of Mon-
day-Friday and some 
Saturdays. Responsi-
bilities will be the fol-
lowing: Weigh in and 
out incoming trucks, 
ship out trucks with 
outgoing product and 
produce paperwork for 
the truck, coordinate 
incoming and outgoing 
trucks with supervisor 
and shipping/loading 
crew, help supervise 
employees. For an ap-
plication please contact 
Margaret Limon @ 719-
754-2043. (4/30/24)

A R E  YO U  PA S -
SIONATE about mak-
ing a positive impact 
on  people’s  l ives? 
SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting 
applications for BE-
HAVIOR HEALTH 
COUNSELOR/MTSS 
COORDINATOR for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Our school has 
a reputation as being a 
great place to work. We 
currently have a state of 
the art facility, support-
ive administration, paid 
health insurance, free 
lunches, 4 day school 
week. A current license/
state certification in 
counseling is highly 
recommended to ap-
ply. Application forms 
are located at 17523 
Hwy 160 BLANCA, 
CO. 81123 or on the dis-
trict’s website at www.
sier ragrandeschool.
net. Applications may 
be submitted electroni-
cally to Mr. Kevin Jones 
at kjones@sierragran-
deschool.net or Mrs. 
Maria Atencio at ma-
tencio@sierragrande-
school.net, or can be 
turned in at the district 
office. For more infor-
mation please contact 
the district office at 
719-379-3259. (4/5/24)

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT is looking for a 
MUSIC TEACHER for 
the 2024-2025 school 
year. For more informa-
tion and to download 
an application please 
see our website at san-
greschools.org. (4/5/24)

S D E C  S C H O O L 
D I S T R I C T  i s 
s e e k i n g  a  H I G H 
SCHOOL VOLLEY-
BALL COACH for the 
2024 fall season. Ap-
pl icants must have 
CHSAA certification 
or have a CDE teach-
ing license. Applica-
tions may be picked 
up at the school office: 
8751 Lane 7 North in 
MOSCA, CO. For more 
information, contact 
David Mejia at 719-
378-2321 or 719-677-
8217. (4/3/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is  seek ing a  SEC-
ONDARY SCIENCE 
TEACHER for the 24-
25 school year. Ap-
plicants must possess 
a Colorado Teaching 
License or be eligible 
to apply for one. Salary 
schedules are available 
on the district website. 
Please submit a district 
application, resume, 
cover letter, and tran-
scripts at https://www.
sout hconejos. com /
page/how-to -apply. 
(4/2/24)

½ TIME TIGER CON-
NECTION COACH (at-
tendance & family con-
nection) needed at DEL 
NORTE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL. This 
will be a 2-year part 
time classified posi-
tion paid for with the 
Stronger Connections 
Grant. For more infor-
mation please contact 
Principal Amy Duda at 
719-657-4050 or adu-
da@urtigers.co. Appli-
cations may be picked 
up at the District Office 
or online at: urtigers.co. 
(4/17/24)

ALAMOSA MOS -
QUITO CONTROL 
DISTRICT is now hir-
ing for SEASONAL 
STAFF. Please go to 
their website www.
mosquitoby tes.org. 
Click on EMPLOY-
MENT for job descrip-
tions and applications. 
A lamosa Mosquito 
Control District is an 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer. Must be 18+ to 
apply. (4/3/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for a HS HEAD 
BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
COACH. The salary 
for this position will 
be paid from the cur-
rent MVSD Extra Duty 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportuni-
ties page. Placement 
on the salary schedule 
will be determined by 
experience at time of 
hire. Applications may 
be submitted through 
our online employment 
appl icat ion ht tps://
www.pirates.monte.
k12 . c o. u s /e m ploy-
mentopportunities, by 
March 28, 2024 or until 
the position is filled. For 
questions, contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(4/3/24)

H O S P I C E  D E L 
VALLE is currently 
seeking an ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT. A par t t ime 
to full time position 
available. Knowledge 
in payroll and Quick-
Books preferred but 
not necessary. Please 
call or stop by Hospice 
del Valle for further 
information: 514 Main 
Street, ALAMOSA, 
Colo 81101 or 719-589-
9019. (4/17/24)

HOSPICE DEL VAL-
LE is currently seek-
ing a REGISTERED 
NURSE PRN or part 
time with a possibil-
ity of full time. We are 
a great team looking for 
someone special to fill 
this position. Competi-
tive wages and among 
other benefits. Please 
call or stop by Hospice 
del Valle for further 
information. 514 Main 
Street, ALAMOSA, 
Colo 81101 or 719-589-
9019. (4/17/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
SPECIAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2024-
2025 School  Yea r. 
Qualifications; Special 
Education Certifica-
tion as required by the 
State of Colorado or 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Educa-
tion may find appro-
priate and acceptable. 
Applications can be 
found on the District 
Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment-opportu-
nities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442. Application 
Deadline: Until Posi-
tion is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are 
now accepting applica-
tions for the positions 
of  ELEM EN TA RY 
3RD GRADE & 5TH 
GRADE TEACHER, 
for  t he  2024 -2025 
School Year. Qualifi-
cations; Must hold a 
valid State of Colorado 
Teacher’s License or, 
such alternative as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442.  Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

JR. HIGH CHEER 
COACH needed at DEL 
NORTE J R.  HIGH 
SCHOOL. Experience 
as a coach is preferred. 
Please contact Gil-
bert “Gibbs” Sanchez, 
Athletic Director, at: 
gsanchez@urtigers.co, 
719-657-4020; or An-
nie Hardy, Principal, 
at: ahardy@urtigers.
co, 719-657-4020. Ap-
plications may be found 
on our website; www.
urtigers.co. (4/17/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are 
now accepting applica-
tions for the positions 
of HIGH SCHOOL 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
TEACHER, for the 
2 02 4 -2 025  School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or, such alter-
native as the Board of 
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26JT is 
looking for a MIDDLE 
S C H O O L  H E A D 
TRACK COACH for 
the 2024 season. Quali-
fications: Must be over 
18, have a high school 
diploma/GED and be 
able to pass a back-
ground check, or, such 
alternative qualifica-
tions as the Board may 
find appropriate and 
acceptable. Non- Cer-
tified Applications can 
be found on the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunites or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(4/5/24)

M AC K E Y  C O N -
STRUCTION CO., 
LLC is looking for a 
WELDER / FABRICA-
TOR with MIG experi-
ence and some field 
stick welding. Salary 
will be based on skill 
and experience. Please 
ca l l  719-852-3222. 
(4/3/24)

VEGI EDUCATION 
& GARDEN MAN-
AGER. VEGI (Val-
ley Education Gardens 
Initiative) teaches both 
youth and adults the 
craft of gardening with 
the goal of enhancing 
par ticipants’ under-
standing of health and 
nut r it ion.  VEGI is 
seeking a motivated 
garden enthusiast to 
manage the program’s 
garden operations, co-
ordinate garden / nutri-
tion education efforts 
in par tnership with 
local school districts, 
supervise staff and vol-
unteers, and oversee 
special events.  We’re 
looking for someone 
with knowledge and 
enthusiasm about gar-
den ing,  exper ience 
working with children, 
and strong communica-
tion and organizational 
skills. This person will 
have opportunities to 
work with their hands 
both in the dirt and in an 
office space. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided.  Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Sal-
ary $44k-47k DOE, full 
benefit package. Send 
cover letter, resume/
request job description 
to Emily:  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909, 
ext238.  www.lapuente.
net(4/3/24)

SPRINKLER RE-
PAIR & INSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/24/24-monthly)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

FOR SALE: CHER-
OKEE BOOTS size 
12 MEN. Like new 
- $50. Call 719-256-
4058 or 719-429-9900. 
(2/17/24)

HORSE & COW HAY: 
GRASS, GRASS/AL-
FALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various qual-
ity and pricing. 719-
850-8917. (4/24/24AS-
monthly)

THANK YOU, VAL-
LEY COU R I ER. I 
SOLD MY WOOD 
SPLITTER! Frank.

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

R E G I S T E R E D 
B L AC K  A N G U S 
BULLS for sale. Low 
pap scores, calving ease 
and grove, oldest Angus 
herd in Colorado. Smal-
ley’s Angus. 719-588-
4665 or 719-378-2459. 
(4/19/24)

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & RANCHERS. 
Show special. Seal leak-
ing stock tanks, ponds, 
or reservoirs with BEN-
TONITE. 719-580-
6652. (5/24/24)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

WANTING TO BUY 
high power rif le 416 
Rigbe bolt action or 
single shot. Remington 
Winchester Ruger No. 
1 or CZ. Call 785-475-
3107. (4/10/24)

5 ACRES FOR sale - 
$7,000. Contact Rick 
928-277-6140. (4/6/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

RENT COMMER-
CIAL SPACE SETUP 
FOR HAIR SALON 
888-641-3750 / 719-232-
3388. (4/9/24)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

RENT 3 BEDROOM 
BUNGALOW ALA-
MOSA 888-641-3750 / 
719-232-3388. (4/9/24)

ALAMOSA: 2 BED-
ROOM HOME, 28 
Cascade, $990 / rent, 
$1,000 / deposit, pets 
negotiable. 719-580-
3710. (4/5/24)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA LLEY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  
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 DEAR ABBY: After 28 
years, my wife left me “to 
find herself.” She says she 
doesn’t want a divorce; she 
just needs time and space 
to work on herself, but 
she also wants to work on 
our marriage. She doesn’t 
want to talk, text or contact 
me. 

 My question is, how are 
we supposed to work on our 
marriage with no contact? 
What am I supposed to do? 
I love her, but she’s avoid-
ing me and everyone else, 
including her friends and 
family. All she wants to do 
is work and be alone in her 
apartment. -- LONELY IN 
THE EAST

 DEAR LONELY: When 
you asked how your wife 
plans to work on your mar-
riage if you aren’t seeing 
each other or communicat-
ing (or utilizing marriage 
counseling), you asked a 
pertinent question. She 
cannot have it both ways, 
nor does she seem open to 
repairing what drove her 
to leave your marriage. 

 Ask if she is interested 
in counseling. If she isn’t, 
PLEASE get a referral to 
a therapist for emotional 
support for yourself right 
now. If you do, you will 
more quickly be able to 
figure out what your next 
steps should be. 

 DEAR ABBY: Two of my 
children contracted pink 
eye. We were assured by 
the doctor that after being 
on antibiotics for 24 hours, 

they would no longer be 
contagious. Feeling reas-
sured, we isolated them for 
24 hours and went about 
our plans to visit family 
as originally scheduled. 

 I later learned that a few 
days after we left, three 
of my nephews, whom my 
sons played with often, 
all came down with pink 
eye. I have apologized, 
but I still feel guilty. We 
did everything the doctors 
recommended, yet we still 
gave it to others. Is there 
anything else I can do to 
make up for it? -- PINK 
WITH GUILT

 DEAR PINK: A large 
box of chocolates might 
sweeten the bitter after-
taste of your visit to that 
family. Or, go online and 
search for “Ice Cream of 
the Month Club.” If you 
do, you will find several 
companies that guarantee 
frozen deliveries nation-
wide. Include a message 
on the card, “Apologies 
for the pink eye.” (And be 
sure one of the flavors is 
strawberry to reinforce 
your sentiments.)

 DEAR ABBY: I am 
a 14-year-old boy living 
with my parents. Due to 
religious constraints, I 
was not going to be allowed 
to date until I turned 16. 
That policy has recently 
changed, although my 
parents are still holding 
me to it. 

 My problem is, there’s 
this girl. She’s my sister’s 

best friend. I met her when 
she came to hang out with 
my sister. I’m afraid if I 
wait, she’ll fall out of my 
life. Also, I am afraid that 
it will be awkward with my 
sister. What should I do? 
-- LOVESICK IN UTAH

 DEAR LOVESICK: 
Your parents are enforcing 
those rules and, at least for 
now, you need to abide by 
them. If this girl is friendly 
with your sister, she’s not 
going to drop out of your 
life. That’s why, if you are 
as smart as I think you are, 
you will make an effort to 
simply be “friends” with 
her. Just friends. If you 
do, as you get to know each 
other better, you may form 
a more lasting relationship 
than if you were to make 
a move on her now. I wish 
you luck.

Wife withdraws from life 
she’s built over decades


