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Slight Chance of 
Showers, Mostly Sunny 

78/36

Thurs: Chance of 
Showers, Breezy 77/39

Fri: Chance of Showers, 
Mostly Sunny 76/41

Chad and Lee are both lifelong farmers/ranchers and have vast experience both in the field Chad and Lee are both lifelong farmers/ranchers and have vast experience both in the field 
and in the office. We have a lending team and support systems for your operation whether and in the office. We have a lending team and support systems for your operation whether 

it’s Cow/Calf, Hay, Chickens… whatever your operation demands, we can help.it’s Cow/Calf, Hay, Chickens… whatever your operation demands, we can help.

Looking for a new AG lender?Looking for a new AG lender?
Look no further!Look no further!

Please call us today!Please call us today!
Chad - 719-657-4550 • Lee - 719-657-4553Chad - 719-657-4550 • Lee - 719-657-4553

www.TrueLocalBank.comwww.TrueLocalBank.comChad SpearmanChad Spearman Lee CrowtherLee Crowther

7 MILE PL A Z A — A 

fundraiser for St. Francis of 

Assisi Church and Holy Name 

of Mary Parish will be held 

from 7 to 11 p.m. on Friday, 

June 7, at the Rio Grande 

Council Knight of Columbus 

Hall, 595 Pine St., Del Norte.

DJ Rock N Rob will be 

playing music. Food and soft 

drinks will be available for 

purchase. Donation of $10 per 

person, $15 per couple and $5 

per child.

Farmers 
market vendor 

meetings
ALAMOSA  — The Alamosa 

Farmers Market 2024 season 

will run July 6 through Oct. 

12, on Saturdays from 8 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m. at the corner of 

6th and Ross.

All vendors should plan on 

attending one of the vendor 

meetings this season. They 

will be held at “The Hub,” 516 

San Juan Ave., Alamosa, and 

will help new and returning 

vendors prepare for the 2024 

season. Current dates are 

Wednesday, May 29, 5:30 to 

7 p.m. or Saturday, June 1, 10 

to 11:30 a.m.

Contac t the Alamosa 

Fa r m e r s  M a r k e t  w i t h 

questions,    alamosafarmers 

market@gmail.com  or 719-

849-1083.

Fundraiser for 
St. Francis of 
Assisi Church

Live music will again be a highlight of the 
Summerfest on the Rio celebration in Ala-
mosa’s Cole Park beginning at 4 p.m. Friday 
and continuing through 4 p.m. Sunday. 

Courier file photo

Summerfest returns this weekend
STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — Live music, craft and food 
vendors, games for kids and more return to 
Cole Park this weekend for the annual Sum-
merfest on the Rio, opening at 4 p.m. on Friday, 
May 31, and continuing through 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, June 2. There is no admission charge.

“Low Key”, a local acoustic duo, opens 
the stage performances at 4 p.m. on Friday, 
followed by one of the featured acts, “Inna-
state” from 7-9:30 p.m. Saturday’s enter-
tainment includes David Mensch, “That 90’s 
Bank” and “Ol Scratch.”

Alamosa Live Music Association (ALMA) 

will present a “Battle of the Bands” on Sat-
urday from 4-7 p.m. with five competing 
groups and “Finaleyes” will complete the 
day from 8-9:45 p.m. The winner of the Bat-
tle will be decided by a combination of audi-
ence voting and judge ranking.

On Sunday, “Lenny Martinez” takes the 
state from 12-1:15 p.m. followed by “Sol 
Boyz.” Light Shine Music provides a sound 
crew for all performances.

As usual, a wide variety of vendors will be 
on hand offering arts and crafts and other 
handmade offerings, as well as a great selec-
tion of food and the popular beer garden.

For the kids, miniature train rides, wa-
ter hamster ball fun, a bungee trampoline, 
bouncy house, castle maze and knocker balls 
may be available.

For more information, go to www.sum-
merfestontherio.org/.

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — The 

Boettcher Foundation has 
a tradition of recognizing 
outstanding teachers who 
contribute to their students’ 
success. Each student who 
is selected as one of our 
Boettcher Scholars is given 
the opportunity to honor a 
teacher who contributed sig-
nificantly to their success. 
This year Alamosa teach-
ers, Jen McQuitty and Sarah 
Ramirez are recipients of 
the Boettcher Foundation 
Teacher Recognition Award.

Earlier this spring Ala-
mosa students Brock Benton 
and Jaymi Gile were named 
as Boettcher Scholars for 
the 2024 Boettcher Scholar-
ship. Brock and Jaymi were 
selected as Scholars from a 
pool of nearly 2,000 qualified 
applicants who exhibited ex-
cellence in academics, lead-
ership, service, and extra-
curricular involvement.

“This honor reflects highly 
on you and your school. We 
congratulate you for creating 
an environment where excel-
lence is encouraged, and we 
appreciate the efforts you 
have made on behalf of your 
students,” organizers stated.

Brock and Jaymi chose to 
honor McQuitty and Ramirez 

‘Hope in the 
Valley’ now 
accepting 

clients
By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — In the 

fall of 2022, the Valley 
Courier reported that 
founders Justin Riley, 
Kim Reed and Paul Reed 
of “Hope in the Valley,” a 
new treatment and recov-
ery center, had signed the 
dotted line to purchase 
the 6,700 square foot 
building that would ulti-
mately become the site of 
their facility from Alamo- Courier photo by John Waters

The Hope in the Valley treatment and recovery center in Alamosa. 

Hope has opened its doors

Teacher Recognition Awards 
for McQuitty and Ramirez

Courtesy photo

Pictured left to right is Alamosa teacher Sarah Ramirez, stu-
dents Jaymi Gile and Brock Benton, and teacher Jennifer Mc-
Quitty. Gile and Benton were Boettcher Scholars and they 
chose their teachers Ramirez and McQuitty to receive Boettch-
er Foundation Teacher Recognition Awards.

CONTRIBUTED 
ALAMOSA — The 

San Luis Valley 
Council of Gov-
ernments is of-
fering funding 
to counties and 
municipalities in 
the San Luis Valley 
for small projects that 
benefit their communi-
ties. The funding is available through 
SLV COG Mini-Grants program and is 
open to any town, city, or county that is 
a member of the San Luis Valley Coun-
cil of Governments.

Applications and guidelines for the 
2024 SLV COG Mini-Grants are avail-
able online at www.slvdrg.org/slv-cog-
mini-grants/. The deadline to apply is 
June 30.

Since 2016, the program has con-
tributed over $388,000 assisting with 
a wide range of projects that have en-
hanced communities and provided ben-
efit to public services. Projects funded 
in recent years include replacing the 
gazebo in Creede’s town square; a new 
boiler for the South Fork Visitor Cen-
ter; lighting for La Jara’s Main Street; 
playground equipment in Center; and 
security improvements for the Alamosa 

Mini-grants 
make small 

improvements 
happen in SLV
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PENDING OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

School Menu
Wednesday
May 29, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Hot Dog

French Fries
Fruit 
& Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Waffle

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Hot Dog

French Fries
Fruit 
& Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Hot Dog

French Fries
Fruit 
& Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Leola Roberts
Longtime Monte Vista resident Leola Roberts, 95, died May 24, 2024, at her 

home in Monte Vista.
Services are pending and will be announced through Rogers Family Mortuary of 

Monte Vista. To leave online condolences, words of comfort, or tributes for Leola’s 
family, visit www.RogersFunerals.com.

Jayne Martinez
San Luis resident Jayne Martinez was called home May 28, 2024. Arrange-

ments are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Ala-
mosa.

Myriam (Mimi) Aracely 
Cooke (née Celada), 52, 
suddenly passed away on 
March 7, 2024.  Mimi was 
born on Nov. 11, 1971, to 
Marco and Maria Celada 
in Guatemala City, Gua-
temala.

She was one of three 
children: Marco and Ro-
berto. After graduat-
ing from Centauri High 
School in La Jara, Colo., 
in 1990, she attended the 
University of Colorado 

where she met her future 
husband, John Cooke.

She went on to have 
three children: John, Ana, 
and Bethany. Her chil-

dren were her pride and 
joy.  She will be remem-
bered by her kindness 
and contagious smile.

A Celebration of Life 
Service will be held at 
Our Lady of the Valley 
Catholic Church in La 
Jara on June 1, 2024, at 
10 a.m. followed by a re-
ception.

To leave online con-
dolences, please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.
com.

Myriam (Mimi) Aracely Cooke

SANFORD – Maria H. 
Fleming, 92, of Sanford, 
passed away peacefully 
on May 26, 2024, in Ala-
mosa, Colo. Born on Jan. 
5, 1932, in Manassa, Colo.  

Marie’s life was marked 
by her passionate spirit 
and the joy she brought 
to those around her.

Marie’s early years in 
Manassa were filled with 
the simple pleasures of 
rural life, which she al-
ways held dear to her 
heart. She met and mar-
ried the love of her life, 
William Clyde Fleming 
Jr. Together, they built 
a life together. After his 
passing she was filled 
with memories that she 
cherished and shared 
with all who knew them.

Marie was a woman of 
many talents. Her artis-
tic endeavors were not 
only a source of personal 
fulfillment, but also a gift 
to those she loved.

Marie is survived by her 
sister Colleen Crowther 

of Sanford, Colo. Her 
legacy continues through 
the lives of her cherished 
nieces and nephews in-
cluding: Shirley (Larry) 
Buhr of La Jara, Colo., 
Bill (Marilyn) Crowther 
of Aitkin, Minn., Maurice 
(Tammie) Crowther of La 
Jara, Colo., and Blake 
(Kami) Crowther of La 
Jara, Colo., each one car-
ries a piece of her spirit, 
her teachings, and her 
unconditional love.

Marie was preceded in 
death by her parents Wil-
liam Milton Holmes and 
May Rhue Smith Holmes, 

her beloved husband 
W.C., and her brother-in-
law, Norman Crowther.

Marie’s absence will 
be deeply felt by all who 
were fortunate enough to 
experience her warmth 
and generosity. She had a 
remarkable ability to see 
the beauty in the world 
and in the people around 
her.

A short service and 
viewing will be held on 
Thursday, May 30, 2024, 
at 6 p.m. at Rogers Fam-
ily Mortuary 205 State 
Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101. 
A graveside service will 
be held on Friday, May 
31, 2024, at Bloomfield 
Cemetery, 312 N. Valley 
View, Bloomfield, N.M., 
87413, at 2 p.m.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in the care of the 
arrangements. To leave 
online tributes, condo-
lences, and words of com-
fort for Marie’s family, 
please visit www.rogers-
funerals.com.

Marie H. Fleming

Esperanza “Hope” 

Madril, 82, of Canon City, 

Colo., went home to be 

with the Lord on May 4, 

2024, at Penrose Hospital 

in Colorado Springs.

She was born Oct. 19, 

1941, in Ortiz, Colo., to 

Victoriano and Jesusita 

Salazar and was united 

in marriage to Alonzo “Al” 

Madril on Nov. 25, 1960.  

Together they raised 

three children, Johnny, 

David and Carloyn.

Hope was preceded in 

death by her husband, Al 

and her son, Johnny.

Survivors include her 

children, David (Holly) 

Madril of San Anto-

nio, Texas, and Carolyn 

Madril of Canon City, 

Colo.; grandchildren, Co-

rey and Melissa (Chance); 

and great-granddaughter 

Marlowe all of San Anto-

nio, Texas.  Also surviving 

are her sister, Alice Can-

dy of Antonito, Colo., and 

brother, Ernie (Naomi) 

Salazar of Alamosa, Colo.; 

and special niece, Vera 

Domingez and family of 

Denver, Colo.

Some of her hobbies in-

cluded spending time with 

her cat Tabby, embroi-

dery, sewing, and working 

on her house and yard.  

She especially enjoyed 

spending time caring for 

her loving family.

Hope grew up in a fam-

ily of 12 children and was 

the 8th child. She went to 

work at the age of 8 wash-

ing dishes to help the fam-

ily and worked her whole 

life until retirement. She 

was always feisty and dar-

ing.

She spent 32 years 

working for City Market 

in Canon City. She was a 

dedicated employee and 

spent her career in the 

Bakery from which she 

retired. She enjoyed her 

work at City Market, liked 

helping customers, train-

ing employees and made 

many friends throughout 

her career.

Hope was a beautiful 

and caring person. She 

loved her children, grand-

children and great grand-

daughter Marlowe very 

much. She often enjoyed 

looking at pictures of Mar-

lowe and talking to her on 

the phone. She especially 

loved her cat Tabby who 

followed her everywhere 

she went. Hope had a kind 

and gentle heart and often 

helped others when they 

were in need. Her close 

friends were Elan Mestas, 

Vangie Casias, Chris and 

Doug Lee, Bernice Juarez, 

Lucille Perea and Sierra 

of Oregon.  She enjoyed 

spending time with and 

talking to them over the 

phone.  As special to Hope 

as her friends were, she 

loved her sister Alice and 

niece Vera who were al-

ways there for her.  Hope 

had a fun-loving personal-

ity and the true definition 
of Live, Laugh and Love. 

She was a strong individ-

ual and took pride in all 

that she did throughout 

her life. She enjoyed life 

and loved those in her life 

with all her heart and al-

ways made time to laugh.

She will be dearly 

missed by all who knew 

her. Services will be an-

nounced and held at a 

later date.

To send flowers to the 
family or plant a tree in 

memory of Esperanza 

“Hope” Madril, please vis-

it our floral store.

Esperanza ‘Hope’ Madril

Mary Louise Nelson, 
61, of Moffat, Colo., 
passed away on May 24, 
2024. She was a beloved 
sister, aunt, and great 
aunt. Mary was known 
for her love of the out-
doors, particularly the 
mountains, and she spent 
much of her life in Colo-
rado. She was fiercely in-
dependent and lived life 
on her own terms, with a 
contagious energy that lit 
up any room.

Mary was a Forester 
at the Saguache Ranger 
District in the Rio Grande 

National Forest.  She 
dedicated her career to 
preserving and caring for 
the natural beauty she 
cherished. Mary’s passion 
for her work was evident 

to all who knew her.
She is survived by her 

brother David (Barbara), 
nephew Michael (Mary-
Ann), niece Amy (Jeff), 
great-niece Riley Jean 
and her loveable compan-
ion Chica.

Mary was preceded in 
death by her father Lou-
is Nelson, mother Carol 
(Christianson) Nelson, 
and her beloved dog, Pi-
casso Moon.

A Celebration of Life 
service will be held on 
Tuesday, June 4, at 3 
p.m. at Mary’s house.

Mary Louise Nelson

By ROBERT ZULLO
Colorado Newsline

With some parts of the 
country already facing 
heat waves, the organiza-
tion in charge of setting 
reliability standards for 
the American electric grid 
is warning that a scorch-
ing summer could lead to a 
shortage of power genera-
tion in some regions.

The warning comes as 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion says there’s a 99% 
chance that 2024 will rank 
among the five warmest 
years on record and 55% 
chance it will be the hot-
test on record.

Overall, though, the 
analysis by the North 
American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation paint-
ed a rosier picture than 
last year’s report, in part 
because of a surge in solar 
power development.

The nation has enough 
energy supply to handle 
normal peak demand, 
called “load” in the electric 
industry, largely because 
of 25 gigawatts of new 
solar power capacity — 
at full capacity that’s the 
rough equivalent maxi-
mum output of 25 large 
fossil or nuclear power 
plants. (The number of 
homes that can be powered 
from one gigawatt of solar 
can vary widely across 
the country). But the new 
panels have helped move 
some areas from what 
NERC calls “elevated risk” 
of power shortfalls in last 
year’s analysis  to “normal 
risk” this year.

“Resource additions are 
providing needed capac-
ity to keep up with rising 
peak demand in most ar-
eas,” Mark Olson, the or-
ganization’s manager of 
reliability assessments, 
told the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 
Thursday. New power 
transfer agreements, 
growth in demand re-
sponse programs, which 
incentivize customers to 
reduce power usage dur-
ing times of grid stress, 
and delayed power plant 
retirements “are also con-
tributing to an overall im-
proved resource outlook 
for the upcoming sum-
mer,” NERC says.

A solar surge
A separate FERC staff 

presentation said solar 
will make up 10% of over-
all national electric gener-
ation capacity by the end 
of this summer, with nat-
ural gas providing 42%, 
coal providing 14% and 
wind power at 13%.

Solar power is growing 
fast across the country, 
with the U.S. hitting five 
million total solar instal-
lations (most of them 
residential), per the So-
lar Energy Industries As-
sociation. Reaching that 
milestone took 50 years, 
but the industry group 
projects that hitting 10 
million solar installations 
will only take six years. 
Solar power for the first 
time accounted for more 
than half of new electric 

generation capacity added 
in 2023, the group noted. 
The U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration 
expects “a record addi-
tion” of new utility-scale 
solar power this year, 
with about 36.4 gigawatts 
projected to be installed. 
More than half of that 
new capacity is planned 
for Texas, California and 
Florida. The Gemini facil-
ity scheduled to begin op-
eration this year near Las 
Vegas, with a planned so-
lar capacity of nearly 700 
megawatts and battery 
storage capacity of up to 
380 megawatts, is expect-
ed to become the nation’s 
largest solar project. Bat-
tery storage is also grow-
ing rapidly, with more 
than 14 gigawatts expect-
ed to be added this year, 
according to the EIA. Bat-
teries complement solar 
generation well, since 
solar’s peak production 
doesn’t generally line up 
with peak demand on the 
grid, which happens later 
in the day. Batteries al-
low excess solar power to 
be banked for when it’s 
needed.

But a changing power 
mix also comes with new 
challenges and risks, 
NERC warned.

In his presentation to 
FERC, Olson said that 
while the overall summer 
electric reliability outlook 
has improved, some re-
gions are seeing what he 
described as growing risks 
during extreme weather.

“Shortages could occur 
when demand is high and 
solar, wind or hydro out-
put are low,” he said.

Those regions include 
parts of the Midwest and 
South in the grid area 
managed by the Midconti-
nent Independent System 
Operator, New England, 
Texas, much of the South-
west and California. Grid 
operators, though, are be-
coming increasingly adept 
at planning and running 
electric grids with large 
amounts of intermittent 
resources.

“It’s refreshing to finally 
get the recognition that 
renewables can help with 
reliability,” said Simon 
Mahan, executive director 
of the Southern Renew-
able Energy Association.

Shifting seasons and cli-
mate change

While most of the coun-
try has historically been 
“summer-peaking,” mean-
ing regions hit their high-
est demand for electric-
ity during the summer 
months, some areas are 
increasingly seeing de-
mand spike in winter, a 
trend that is expected to 
continue as result of heat-
ing electrification, other 
decarbonization poli-
cies and more extreme, 
protracted cold weather 
events. Indeed, the major-
ity of recent electric grid 
failures have been during 
severe winter weather, 
such as Winter Storm 
Elliott in 2022, which 
caused blackouts in sev-
eral southern states and 

Uri in 2021, which caused 
a catastrophic collapse 
of the Texas electric grid 
that caused an estimated 
246 deaths.

But summer heat still 
poses risks, NERC says, 
contributing to both high 
demand and power plant 
outages, such as at natu-
ral gas power plants.

“Last summer brought 
record temperatures, ex-
tended heat waves and 
wildfires to large parts of 
North America,” the orga-
nization said. And though 
energy emergency alerts 
were few and no electric-
ity supply interruptions 
happened as a result of in-
sufficient power resourc-
es, grid operators “faced 
significant challenges and 
drew upon procedures 
and protocols to obtain all 
available resources, man-
age system demand and 
ensure that energy is de-
livered over the transmis-
sion network to meet the 
system demand.” Utilities 
and state and local offi-
cials in many areas also 
“used mechanisms and 
public appeals to lower 
customer demand during 
periods of strained sup-
plies,” NERC added.

Christy Walsh, a senior 
attorney at the Natural 
Resources Defense Coun-
cil’s Sustainable FERC 
Project, said the reliabil-
ity reports show how cli-
mate change is central to 
the pressures facing the 
electric grid.

“And it needs to be at 
the center of our solutions 
too,” she said in a state-
ment to States Newsroom. 
“Earlier and more intense 
hurricanes brought on by 
increasing sea tempera-
tures are a new and note-
worthy concern, and this 
underscores the need for 
more large-scale trans-
mission and connections 
between regions. Most of 
the new additions were 
wind, solar and storage, 
and last summer especial-
ly we saw just how cru-
cial these resources can 
be during extreme heat 
events. We need to make 
sure we have a grid that 
can withstand the weath-
er and move resources 
around during times of 
stress.”

New solar will help keep 
power on during scorching 

summer, report says
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sa County.
Last week, less than 

two years later, an an-
nouncement signed and 
sent out by Kim Reed, 
also serving as develop-
ment director, notified 
the public that they have 
accomplished what they 
said they would do.

“It is with great excite-
ment and profound grati-
tude that we announce 
the official opening of 
Hope in the Valley, a new 
treatment and recovery 
center dedicated to serv-

ing individuals battling 
addiction and mental 
health challenges,” Kim 
Reed’s announcement 
reads. 

“As of today, our doors 
are open to providing 
much-needed support to 
those in need. At Hope in 
the Valley, we are proud 
to offer 10 detox beds for 
immediate assistance, 
along with intensive out-
patient therapy and par-
tial hospitalization pro-
grams. 

“While our ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony opening 
is scheduled for July 11, 
we are already actively 
helping those in need. It 

is truly heartwarming to 
see the community’s over-
whelming response, with 
a waiting list already in 
place. 

“We are honored to an-
nounce that Attorney 
General (Phil) Weiser 
will be joining us for the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on July 11. Until then, we 
urge anyone who knows 
someone struggling with 
addiction to reach out to 
our facility without delay. 

 “Our location behind 
the sheriff’s office in Ala-
mosa, 1317 17th St., Ala-
mosa, serves as a beacon 
of hope for those seeking 
help.

 “As we embark on this 
journey, we humbly ask 
for your prayers, support, 
and continued assistance 
in making Hope in the 
Valley a shining light of 
hope for the entire San 
Luis Valley. 

“Together, we can make 
a positive impact and 
provide much-needed re-
sources to those who need 
it most. 

 “Thank you for your 
unwavering support!”

More information about 
Hope in the Valley can 
be found on their website 
at https://hopealamosa.
org or by calling 719-206-
HOPE (4673).

with 2024 Teacher Rec-
ognition Awards. The 
awards recognize the sig-
nificant role they played 

in shaping the educa-
tional experience and de-
velopment of a Boettcher 
Scholar.

The honor consists of 
a digital certificate (sent 
to the teacher), a special 
tribute from Brock and 

Jaymi, and a $500 grant 
to be mailed in late Au-
gust which is to be used at 
McQuitty’s and Ramirez’s 
direction for an educa-
tional project, activity, 
professional development, 
or piece of equipment that 

they feel will benefit stu-
dents and the school. 

Additionally, Brock and 
Jaymi’s counselor(s) will 
receive a $100 grant for 
each student through the 
same check to be used for 
similar purposes.

County Clerk and Re-
corder.

Potential projects 
may receive funding up 
to $5,000 and the proj-

ect cost may not exceed 
$20,000. Grants also re-
quire a one-to-one cash 
match and are paid on 
a reimbursement basis. 
Counties or municipali-
ties may apply for more 
than one project.

The SLV COG Mini-

Grant program is fund-
ed by a grant from the 
Colorado Department 
of Local Affairs’ Energy 
and Mineral Impact As-
sistance Program.

Potential applicants 
may contact Alliyah 
Garcia with the SLV 

COG at (719) 589-6099 
if they have questions 
about SLV COG Mini-
Grants.

For more information 
about the San Luis Val-
ley Council of Govern-
ments, visit www.slvdrg.
org.

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Come 

out to Cole Park for a fan-
tastic Battle of the Bands 
presented by the Alamosa 
Live Music Association 
(ALMA) on Saturday, 
June 1, from 4-7 p.m. at 
SummerFest on the Rio 
in Alamosa.

Five artists will com-
pete in this order: The 
Audience, Epistemon, 
The Arcane Ramblers, 
Rhythms and Red, and 
1000 shadows. These lo-
cal and regional perform-
ers offer various sounds 
including experimental 
indie rock, electronica, 
bluegrass, garage rock, 
and alternative rock.

Your vote, along with 
five expert judges, will 
help decide the winner, 
who will perform at a 
Sundays at Six concerts 
in Cole Park on Aug. 18.

The Audience is an ex-
perimental rock group 
of mostly human-based 
instrumentalists formed 
in Crestone in early 4032 
CE. The group left the fu-
ture, narrowly escaping 
the long-winded demise 
of A.I. and its meager 
attempts to erase all hu-
man memory through its 
artificially created music. 
But thanks to deep rooted 
emotions, a few dreams 
and muscle memory, The 
Audience, Benny Roman, 
Carl Swett, Holly Ray, 
and Robin Chestnut, suc-
cessfully escaped 4032 
and have arrived now 
to craft an organic hu-
man experience to, also 
perhaps, experiment on 
their ancestral specta-
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Pictured is the Battle of the Bands winner from 2023 – Absolution from Antonito.

Battle of the Bands is Saturday in Cole Park
tors. With the help of 
both mostly functional in-
struments and brain tis-
sue they scavenged from 
the ruins of civilization 
at that time, the music 
and vibrational frequen-
cies that The Audience 
exchanges may leave you 
wondering who the audi-
ence really is.

Epistemon is the Trip 
hop, Trip rock, Down-
tempo, Electropop musi-
cal brainchild of singer-
songwr i te r -producer 
Paul David. Epistemon 
is making the attempt to 
fill the airwaves with col-
orful rifts and a mosaic 
of atmospheric sounds 
and electro pop, trip hop-
py melodies, and hooks. 
Lyrically driven and ex-
perimental with sound, 
Epistemon is electroni-
cally heavy yet poised 
to push a blend of EDM 
rhythms and hip-hop el-
ements sampling and 
looping, juxtaposed as a 
backdrop for provocative 
lyrics with glimpses that 
reminiscence the vocal 
grunge era. Pushing to 
bring philosophical ideas 
into the fray of the cur-
rent music environment, 
Colorado based Episte-
mon is a journey into a 
head bopping ride of col-
orful sonic ideas. Lyri-
cally intense, emotional 
yet haunting, and always 
with the elements of 
hope. Epistemon brings 
some bounce to the pen-
sive in the quest for the 
elusive masterpiece.

The Arcane Ramblers 
present traditional mu-
sic in fresh and original 

ways. They draw inspi-
ration from the likes of 
Bill Monroe, Dock Boggs, 
Doc Watson, John Hart-
ford, Tim O’Brien, John 
Reischmann and Norman 
Blake; and they search 
out tunes that are un-
usual and seldom played, 
putting the “Arcane” in 
The Arcane Ramblers. 
Robert Quijano master-
fully holds down the bass 
runs on guitar, along with 
supplying brilliant lead. 
Bud provides crisp licks 
on both banjo and man-
dolin, and Tom Robison 
holds forth on fiddle, rid-

ing that delicate balance 
between authenticity and 
innovation. In addition, 
these players sing every-
thing from old ballads 
to light-hearted novelty 
tunes in sweet three-part 
harmony. You really don’t 
ever know what to expect 
from them. Their sound is 
spontaneous, and tight as 
a banjo head!

As the Valley’s new-
est and only Garage 
Funk Duo, Rhythms 
and Red is comprised 
of local musicians Alex 
Youngbird (Percussion, 
Vocals) and Marc Albion 

(Guitar, Vocals). With 
each of them having 
roots in Classical Music, 
Rock n’ Roll, Funk, and 
Jazz, the duo’s originals 
blend The Black Keys, 
Bootsy Collins, and The 
Grateful Dead – Rock n’ 
Roll aesthetics, funky 
guitar accompaniment 
and extended impro-
visation – while their 
covers span as many de-
cades as they do genres! 
Their marriage of novel 
arrangements, on stage 
abilities, and eclectic 
song choices ensures 
Rhythms & Red will 

always be greater than 
the sum of its parts!

1000 shadows was 
formed in 2022 in Pueblo, 
consisting of co-workers 
and longtime friends 
taking pride in writing 
original alternative rock 
music. Playing several 
venues in Pueblo and 
improving their style, 
they are ready to have 
fun. Band members are 
Jim Miller, lead vocals, 
Edward Dennis, rhythm 
guitar and backing vo-
cals, Shaw Harrison, lead 
guitar, Jon Conley, bass, 
and Brett Pavlik, drums.

Courier photo by John Waters

The Zapata Historic Park in Alamosa.

Alamosa – Home of School Desegregation
By DON THOMPSON
ALAMOSA — It has 

been 70 years since the 
Supreme Court found in 
a 9-0 decision in Brown 
vs. Board of Education 
that segregation was 
unlawful. Alamosa beat 
that decision by 50 years 
when District Court 
Judge Charles Holbrook 
ruled in the 1914 Maes-
tas Case, that segrega-
tion was unlawful. In 
that opinion Holbrook 
stated, “the only way to 
destroy this feeling of 
discontent and bitterness 
which has recently grown 
up, is to allow all children 
so prepared, to attend the 
school nearest them.”

Just recently, and in 
conjunction with May 
as Historic Preservation 
Month, Alamosa Parks 

& Recreation installed 
the sign pictured showing 
that Alamosa City Coun-
cil had officially changed 
the name of Zapata Park 
to read Zapata Historic 
Park. 

The park had been 
the site of the Mexican 
School which was so cen-
tral to the court decision 
in 1914 to integrate the 
public schools in Ala-
mosa. The Maestas Case 
was brought by a group of 
citizens that formed the 
Spanish American Union 
to protest that a student 
had to pass his closest 
school to attend the Mexi-
can School. The student 
in question had to cross 
not only Main St. but the 
rail yards.

In 1914 crossing Main 
St. was not a problem 
with probably as much 
horse and buggy traffic 
as automobile traffic, but 
the rail yards were anoth-
er matter. At that time 
there were five passen-
ger trains arriving and 
leaving Alamosa daily, 
and more of a factor, the 
numerous freight move-
ments since Alamosa was 
where narrow gauge met 
standard gauge. Freight 
movements were fre-
quent because freight had 
to be transferred between 
the two different gauges.

Don Thompson as a 
member of the Alamosa 
Historic Preservation 
Committee.
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 khamrick@alamosanews.comBack in the ‘90s, 

when writer Hunter 
S. Thompson held 
court at the Woody 
Creek Tavern just 
outside of Aspen, he’d 
often rail against the 
“greedheads.”

I grew up in Aspen, 
and sometimes my 
dad took me there to 
look at all the dollar 
bills on the wall. He 
made sure a picture of 
me and my first bull 
elk joined pictures in 
the bar of ski bums in head-to-toe den-
im.

Nowadays the bills are $100s and the 
pictures on the walls look like fashion 
shoots. What would Hunter Thompson 
think? Likely that the greedheads had 
won. Most of the West’s resort towns 
have undergone something of an As-
penification, and that includes Aspen’s 
bedroom communities of Basalt, Car-
bondale and Rifle that send workers to 
the ski lifts and restaurants.

When I was young, my family bounced 
around Aspen-area trailer parks, and 
even lived in the office of a horse-stable 
at the base of Aspen Highlands Ski Re-
sort. The cabin had no running water, 
and the only heat was a wood stove. 
We’d sled down the hill hanging on to 
our groceries and water jugs.

When I was 8, my mom was able to 
buy a deed-restricted condo in Aspen. 
Even then we needed to add a roommate 
to afford our 740 square foot, two-bed-
room apartment, one of us sleeping on 
the day-bed in the living room.

Dad called it “condo-bondage,” and a 
love of horses, hunting and open spaces 
pushed him farther down-valley before 
he settled in Silt, over an hour from As-
pen. 

I spent my middle-school years there, 
living with my dad in the early 1990s, 
and it felt like a different world. Decades 
later I remember the first Sotheby’s “for 
sale” sign I saw outside of a ranch near 
Silt.

A feeling of dread swept over me. The 
same dread I felt as a senior in Aspen 
High School with a job, basic math 
skills and a sinking realization that I 
couldn’t afford to live in my hometown. 
I thought, “My dentist commutes from 
over 70 miles away, how could I afford 
to live here?” 

Twenty years ago, I moved to Grand 
Junction, a historically blue-collar town, 
the biggest in Western Colorado with 

Jacob
Richards

Writers On 
The Range

Photo courtesy Jacob Richards

Jacob Richards with his dad and first bull elk.

What Aspen 
can teach us

65,000 people. Now, even humble Grand 
Junction is undergoing Aspenification 
despite being over two hours from the 
glitz of Telluride or Aspen.

It’s a long way from the town’s history 
of milling uranium and then stashing its 
tailings — still containing high amounts 
of radioactivity — along the Colorado 
River, not to mention meth epidemics 
and an ongoing homelessness crisis.

But these days you can ride a zip-line 
across the Colorado River, rent an elec-
tric scooter or buy a luxury condo down-
town, built by Aspen-based developers.

The downsides of this Aspenifica-
tion are hard to ignore. A 2019 study 
found that the Grand Valley surround-
ing Grand Junction was short some 
3,736 units of affordable housing. Since 
then, housing costs and homelessness 
have both risen about 45%, according to 
Grand Junction Housing Manager Ash-
ley Chambers.

“Seniors are getting creamed, ser-
vice workers are getting creamed, and 
it’s adding to the homelessness crisis,” 
said Scott Beilfuss, Grand Junction City 
Councilman. 

“If we remain a healthcare, service 
and retail-based economy, wages will 
never catch up with housing costs,” 
Beilfuss said. “This has consequences 
for the entire Western Slope.”  

But here’s what I’ve learned from 
growing up in Aspen. The perpetrator 
of this rural transformation has les-
sons to teach us. The town has run a 
robust and affordable housing program 
for years, and a recent study found that 
two-thirds of occupied housing units in 
Aspen were affordable.

Additionally, Aspen has long invested 

in a world-class public transit system so 
workers can commute from miles away.

There are glitches. My mother, who 
still lives in her deed-restricted condo, 
learned that her basement often fills 
with leach water collected from Aspen’s 
toxic mining heritage. Repair estimates 
are $10 million — a sum she and the 79 
other households can’t begin to afford.

What Aspen’s success teaches us is 
that the greedheads can’t be stopped, 
but they can be pressured to build or 
subsidize affordable housing, some-
thing that’s in the resort town’s inter-

est.
Aspen also shows us that communi-

ties downstream need to organize to 
fight for affordable housing. And they 
need to stay organized, because the 
greedheads would rather fight you ev-
ery step of the way. 

Jacob Richards is a contributor 
to Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, an independent nonprofit 
dedicated to spurring lively conversa-
tion about the West. He is a writer and 
outdoor guide in Grand Junction.

By STEVEN ROBERTS

Joe Biden and Donald Trump have 

agreed to debate twice – on CNN in 

June, then on ABC in September. Both 

think they can win, or at least gain an 

advantage over the other. But both 

can’t be right. 

Political scientists agree that debates 

seldom have a decisive impact on any 

election, and this year, there are even 

fewer swing voters than usual. As poll-

ing analyst Nate Silver told Politico, 

“Almost nothing moves the polls these 

days because the candidates are so well 

known and everybody is so partisan. 

So, they (debates) don’t matter that 

much.” 

But there’s a flip side. Since this elec-

tion, like the last two, is likely to be 

very close, even a small shift in public 

sentiment could have major implica-

tions. Debates often command huge au-

diences – 73 million watched the first 
Biden-Trump clash – and that’s not the 

whole story. Debates create content 

that can be shaped and shared up until 

Election Day.

So debates do matter. Or at least they 

can. As Alan Schroeder, who authored 

a book on the subject, told CNN: “The 

beauty of debates is it’s the only time 

during these lengthy, two-year-long 

campaigns where you see the candi-

dates next to each other and confront-

ing each other. ... I think that’s a really 

important piece of any election, because 

it’s so different from everything else.”

Like TV ads, debates seldom change 

minds or preferences. What they can 

change, says Schroeder, is motiva-

tion and the willingness to act on your 

choices: “Maybe you’ve already decided 

you prefer one candidate over the oth-

er. But does that mean you actually go 

out and vote? If you watch the debate 

and you’re fired up by a strong perfor-

mance or scared by what the other can-

didate is saying, then the debate could 

conceivably lead you to vote.”

The question then is how candidates 

galvanize their supporters. Sure, is-

sues matter. Trump will stress infla-

tion and immigration. Biden will em-

phasize abortion rights, infrastructure 

spending and climate change. 

But voters are often even more in-

terested in personal traits – character, 

temperament, judgment. And debates 

provide a rare moment in any cam-

paign when candidates have to perform 

live, under maximum stress, without 

teleprompters or advisers or even bath-

room breaks. 

Frank Fahrenkopf Jr. is chairper-

son of the Commission on Presidential 

Debates, and while his panel has been 

sidelined by the candidates this year, 

he’s presided over 33 previous debates. 

Fahrenkopf told Ryan Lizza of Politico: 

“I’ve learned that the American people 

would really like to like their president. 

So I think that they’re not only making 

decisions based upon the answers that 

are given, but how they handle them-

selves.”

His comments illuminate why both 

candidates agreed to debate this year: 

They think that in any comparison of 

character, they’ll come out ahead. 

For Trump, the decision was easy. 

As the New York Times reports: “The 

Trump campaign believes, almost to a 

person, that Mr. Biden has declined sig-

nificantly since 2020 and would be ex-

posed in a debate against Mr. Trump.” 

Aaron Blake adds in the Washington 

Post: “The debates certainly risk con-

firming people’s concerns about Biden’s 
age if he can’t volley with an opponent 

who loves to interrupt and goad. But 

it’s a test that Biden, in particular, 

needed to take and pass.”

Yes, Biden needs to pass that test of 

energy and endurance, but the presi-

dent took the risk of debating for an-

other reason, as well. Inflation remains 
so indelibly irritating to so many Amer-

icans that if the election becomes a ref-

erendum on Biden’s tenure, he’s likely 

to lose. He has to reframe the question 

that voters ask themselves. Instead of 

“Are you happy with the economy?” he 

wants and needs them to ask: “Would 

Trump be even worse?” 

“The Biden campaign has been trying 

to remind voters of why a majority re-

moved Mr. Trump from office in 2020,” 
writes the Times. “People close to the 

president have said they’re worried 

about so-called Trump amnesia – that 

voters are nostalgic about Mr. Trump 

and have forgotten how divisive he was 

– and some of the recent polling un-

derscores that point. A side-by-side de-

bate, which could have a large viewing 

audience, is the most dramatic way for 

the Biden campaign to give Mr. Trump 

more exposure, in their view.”

So both sides are making similar bets 

– that the other guy will falter. That 

the debates will expose their opponent’s 

flaws. Trump hopes Biden will look old 
and feeble. Biden wants Trump to ap-

pear unhinged and unstable. 

One candidate could be making a bad 

bet. But we won’t know which one until 

after the debates.

Steven Roberts teaches politics and 

journalism at George Washington Uni-

versity. He can be contacted by email at 

stevecokie@gmail.com.

Why debates matter
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Here’s Your 
Sign!

We can fill it for you.

Call Keith or Debbie,

719-589-2553

By DR. WHITNEY 
MILLER, DVM, MBA, 

DACVPM
Chief Veterinarian at 

Petco
(NAPSI) — Longer, 

warmer days often mean 
pets and pet parents are 
spending more time to-
gether outside. Whether 
you’re hosting a pool 
party, traveling or explor-
ing the great outdoors to-
gether this summer, there 
are a few important things 
to keep in mind to ensure 
your pet is happy and 
healthy all season long:

Keep up with routine 
care and protect against 
pests: No matter their 
age, pets should see their 
veterinarian for routine 
wellness exams for pre-
ventative care, early de-
tection and intervention. 
More time outside means 
a higher chance of bug 
bites and exposure to tick-
borne illnesses. Maintain-
ing a consistent flea-and-
tick prevention routine 
is essential all year long 
but particularly during 
warmer months. Your 
veterinarian can help you 
choose the best preventa-
tive medications, sham-
poos and tools for your 
pet. For diseases such as 
heartworm, a single bite 
from an infected mosquito 
can transmit the disease 
to your pet. To help iden-
tify, treat and prevent 
heartworm in pets, from 
June 2 through 29 Petco is 
offering a free heartworm 
test with the purchase of 
select flea, tick and heart-
worm protection prescrip-
tion medication at Vetco 
Vaccination Clinics and 
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It’s important to take steps to ensure your pet stays cool, happy and healthy all sum-
mer long. 

A veterinarian’s top tips for a safe, fun summer
Vetco Total Care hospitals 
nationwide.

Be aware of surround-
ings: Warmer weather 
also means animals such 
as snakes are more active. 
Consult your veterinarian 
to determine if your pet 
should receive the rattle-
snake vaccine. Particular-
ly in high-risk areas, keep 
dogs on a non-retractable 
leash so they remain close 
by and stay aware of your 
surroundings. Positive re-
inforcement-based train-
ing can help teach your 
pet to be alert and stay by 
your side. In the event of 
a bite or other emergency, 
be sure to know where the 
closest emergency vet-
erinary hospital is located 
and how to get there as 
fast as possible. Treat-
ment plans vary based on 
the severity and location 
of the snake bite, so call 
ahead to ensure the hos-
pital has the availability 
and proper tools to care for 
your pet.

Beat the heat: It’s al-
ways important to look 
out for and prevent over-
heating and dehydration 
in pets, especially during 
the summer. Keep pets 
protected from the sun 
with a hat or tent and en-
sure they always have ac-
cess to fresh, clean water. 
When out on walks, re-
member that hot asphalt 
can burn your pet’s paws 
— if it’s too hot to hold 
your hand on the ground 
for seven seconds, it’s too 
hot for your pet. On hot 
days, I recommend chang-
ing your route to include 
cooler surfaces such as 
dirt or grass or invest in 

a pair of booties for extra 
protection. To prevent 
your pets from getting a 
sunburn, avoid excessive 
sun exposure and ap-
ply a pet-safe sunscreen 
to their ears, nose and 
anywhere else they have 
bare skin or thin fur. In 
addition, pets with thick 
coats should have a regu-
lar grooming schedule to 
remove excess fur. Petco 
offers grooming add-ons 
to a full-service bath or 
groom including the sum-
mer grooming package 
now through July 6, fea-
turing a tropical-scented 
spritz, shampoo, seasonal 
bandana and more.

Include pets in summer 
fun: For many, a summer 
pool party or barbeque 
is not complete without 
furry friends. Supplies 
such as a pet pool, cooling 
vest, splash pad, ice tray, 
slushy treats and cool-
ing toys help keep pets 
cool all summer long. For 
pets that enjoy splashing 
around, suit up in a stylish 
swimsuit or flotation vest. 
Always supervise pets 
around the pool, especially 
if they cannot swim or are 
older and tire easily. 

Travel safely: Pet par-
ents planning to bring 
their pets along on travel 
and adventures should 
make sure they have ev-
erything they need for the 
journey. An airline-ap-
proved carrier or seat belt 
extender will keep your 
pets safe and secure, while 
a travel bowl and calming 
chews and toys will help 
make sure they are hap-
py and comfortable while 
in transit. Petco’s fash-

ion and lifestyle brand, 
Reddy, brings a new “On-
the-Go” collection with a 
trendy lilac crossbody bag, 
complete with a waste bag 
dispenser and carabiner 
that can be easily attached 
to a matching lead, collar 
and treat bag.

Plan for the unthink-
able: One in three pets be-
comes lost at some point in 
their lifetime. Pet parents 
should keep pet ID tags 
and microchips up to date 
and register their pets on 
Petco Love Lost, a free na-
tional lost-and-found da-

tabase that uses patented 
image-recognition tech-
nology to help reunite lost 
pets with their families.

For more information 
on summer tips, products, 
services and savings, visit 
a Petco pet care center, 
petco.com or the Petco app.

By COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE
BROOMFIELD — To 

help promote multi-fac-
eted uses of agricultural 
land, the Colorado De-
partment of Agriculture 
is now accepting applica-
tions for the Agrivoltaics 
Research and Demon-
stration Grant Program. 
Open for the second year 
in a row, the program 
funds projects that dem-
onstrate and research 
the use of solar gen-
eration on agricultural 
land. 

“The first year of these 
grants was a tremen-
dous success. Awardees 
have explored ground-
breaking methods to ef-
fectively develop energy 
on the same land that 
is used to grow food and 
fiber,” said Cindy Lair, 
Deputy Director of the 
Conservation Services 
Division. “We can’t wait 
to see the new, innova-
tive proposals that will 
be submitted for this 
next round of funding.” 

Up to $500,000 is 
available for projects 
that study the potential, 

benefits, and tradeoffs of 
agrivoltaics in Colorado. 

The Agrivoltaics grant 
program is part of CDA’s 
Agricultural Drought 
and Climate Resilience 
Office (ADCRO), which 
helps Colorado produc-
ers mitigate and respond 
to drought and a chang-
ing climate. 

Applicants can find 
the Grant Guidelines as 
well as instructions for 
submitting an applica-
tion on the ADCRO web-
site, at ag.colorado.gov/
adcro. The maximum 
grant award is $249,000 
for a single project appli-
cation. Eligible project 
types include construc-
tion or expansion of ag-
rivoltaics systems and 
demonstration projects, 
outreach and communi-
cation efforts focused on 
agrivoltaics benefits or 
obstacles, and research 
projects that focus on 
understanding the ben-
efits, incremental costs, 
and tradeoffs of agrivol-
taics systems.

Applications should be 
submitted via email to 
Rosalie.Skovron@state.
co.us by July 21. 

ADCRO staff will host 
a webinar on the applica-
tion process on June 18. 
Anyone interested in ap-
plying for the grant can 
participate. A recording 
will be available on the 
CDA YouTube channel. 

In the Fiscal Year 
2023-24, seven different 
projects received grant 
funding to showcase di-
verse ways of generating 
electricity from solar ar-
rays on Colorado farms 
and ranches. One of the 
projects, completed by 
Longboard Power, in-
cluded installing solar 
wind breaks on a farm 
and monitoring soil ben-
efits and energy output. 
Another, through the 
Colorado Cattlemen’s 
Agricultural Land Trust, 
is creating template con-
servation easement lan-
guage that would allow 
for solar power genera-
tion while maintaining 
ag production and apply-
ing conservation values.

The other five projects 
were by Namaste Solar, 
Colorado State Universi-
ty, American Farmland 
Trust, Sandbox Solar, 
and Summit Cellars.

Agrivoltaics Research 
and Demonstration 

Grant now open
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Four locals named to 
play in Kansas-Colorado 

Kickoff Classic
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – Four six-

man football players have 
been selected to play in the 
Kansas-Colorado Kickoff 
Classic which will take 
place Saturday in Dodge 
City, Kan.

Two of the locals are 
graduates of  Sierra 
Grande High School while 
the remaining two are 
from Mountain Valley. All 
will play for the Colorado 
South team.

The Panthers selected 
are Tyler Kester and Brian 
Ontiveros.

Kester was al All-State 
selection and he was also 
the San Luis Valley’s 
6/8-man Player of the 
Year this past season. He 
was the second-leading 
rusher with 530 yards on 
83 carries and he scored 
13 touchdowns. He also 
completed his only pass of 
the season for 45 yards and 
a touchdown, and he had 
17 receptions for 284 yards 
and four touchdowns.

On defense, he was the 
Panthers’ leading tackler 
with 148 including 121 
solos. He also had three 
sacks, 11 hurries, five 
interceptions and three 
fumble recoveries.

Ontiveros was Sierra 
G r a n d e ’ s  l e a d i n g 
receiver with 25 catches 
for 429 yards and nine 
touchdowns. He also 
ran for 383 yards on 49 
carries and he scored 
six touchdowns, and he 
completed one of two 
passes for nine yards.

Ontiveros had 36 tackles 
and three interceptions on 
defense.

Sierra Grande won 
seven games and lost four 
in 2023 and it went 3-2 in 
league play. The Panthers 
qualified for the state 

playoffs and advanced to 
the quarterfinals.

R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e 
Wolves are Riley Heater 
and Jacob Martinez.

Heater was Mountain 
Valley’s quarterback and 
he completed 81 of 143 
passes for 1,292 yards and 
17 touchdowns. He also 
ran for 212 yards on 51 
carries and scored three 
touchdowns, and he had 
two receptions for 63 yards 
and one touchdown.

On defense, Heater had 
58 tackles, two fumble 
recoveries and one blocked 
field goal.

Martinez was the 
leading rusher with 702 
yards on 94 carries and 
seven touchdowns. He 
also completed eight of 
19 passes for 129 yards 
and four touchdowns, 
and he caught 20 passes 
for 316 yards and five 

touchdowns.
Defensively, Martinez 

led the team in tackles 
with 128 including 90 
solos. He also had three 
interceptions, four fumble 
recoveries and two blocked 
field goals.

The Wolves were 4-5 
overall and 1-4 in league 
play.

There are two games in 
the Kickoff Classic. First, 
the Colorado North team 
will play the Kansas North 
team, followed by the 
Colorado South playing 
the Kansas South.
No representatives in 

the 8-man All-State 
game

There will be no local 
players in this year’s 
e ight-man All -State 
Game which will also 
take place on Saturday at 
Gilpin County Stadium in 
Blackhawk.

Riley Heater Tyler Kester

Jacob Martinez Brian Ontiveros

Courtesy photo by Adams State sports information

The Adams State University women’s track and field team took second place 
at the NCAA Division II Outdoor Championships last weekend in Emporia, Kan.

Grizzlies are National 
Runner ups; Finish 2nd 
with 72 points at 2024 

Outdoor Track Nationals
By ASU sports information

EMPORIA, Kan. - The Grizzlies 
continued to compete at the 2024 Outdoor 
Track Nationals in Emporia Kansas, and 
at the end of the three days, the women 
scored 72 points which resulted in a 
second-place finish behind the champions 
of the meet, Pitt State.

Day 1
The Grizzlies Track & Field Team 

started off strong at the NCAA Outdoor 
Track & Field Championships Thursday .

The night began with the Women’s 
1500m prelims where Gracie Hyde, Elena 
Carey , Maggie McClesky and Vienna 
Lahner all competed in the event. Gracie 
auto qualified by running a 4:35.79 and 
Elena also auto qualified with a time 
of  4:31.02 . Vienna who ran a 4:31.84 
qualified by time.

Women’s Steeple was up next  and 
was well represented by the Grizzlies. 
Ava O’Connor, Emily Schoellkopf , 
Gracie Hyde and Morgan Hykes were all 
representing the highlighter green in the 
event. From that, three Grizzlies made 
the finals. Ava auto qualified with a time 
of 10:30.86, Gracie auto qualified with a 
time of 10:39.95 and Morgan qualified 
with a 10:40.98 time.

Victoria Amiadamen ran the 400meter 
Hurdles and ran a 59.54 which was good 
for the 7th best time for finals.

As the 10k was about to start, all the 
athletes and spectators were asked to 
leave the track due to lightning in the 
area. After the delay, Dayton Brown took 
his mark at the start of the 10k under the 
lights. After an impressive race, Dayton 
finished 9th overall.

The last event of the say was the 
women’s 10k and both Brianna Robles 
and Precious Robinson made their way to 
the starting line. After a long battle, Bri 
finished 3rd, and received All American 
status, with a time of 34:22.00, while 
Precious finished 15th  with a time of 
36:41.62.

Day 2
The day started with the 800-meter 

run where three Grizzlies represented 
in the event. Jessica Simon, Lieke 
Hoogsteen and Nicole Lawrence.  Simon 
and Hoogsteen secured their spots in the 
finals by finishing first and second in each 
of their heats. Lawrence competed and 
ended 19th overall in the event.

Next up was the 3000m Steeplechase 
where Gracie Hyde continued to dominate 
and shattered both the meet record and 
the facility record with a blazing time of 
9:36.95. Teammate Ava O’Connor was 
not far behind and secured second place in 
the event by running a 10:08.07. Morgan 
Hykes gave it everything and finished 
10th overall. With that, the Grizzlies 
secured 18 points in this event.

The day ended once again under the 
lights for the women’s 4x400. The school 
record breaking team of Alese Sartain, 
Isila Apkup, Jessica Simon & Victoria 

Amiadamen made their way to the 
track. After three fast heats, the team 
was unable to secure a spot in the finals 
and ended up 13th overall in the event.

Day 3
Day 3 included huge performances 

and finishes from the Grizzly Track & 
Field team. Gracie Hyde continued her 
success by securing another National 
title and securing a facility record in the 
1500m run by running a 4:16.80. Elena 
Cary and Vienna Lahner were not far 
behind and all three Grizzlies made it 
to the podium. Cary securing 4th place 
and Lahner securing 7th. The finishes 
put another 17 points on the board for 
the Grizzlies.

Next up for the team, was the women’s 
800m. A tight race through both laps 
that resulted in Jessica Simon finishing 
second overall. Simon was .07 seconds 
behind the first-place finisher of the even 
from Tiffin. Teammate Lieke Hoogsteen 
was not far behind and came through 
the finish line with a 2:10.03 mark and 
secured the 4th place spot. The two 
women dominated here and secured 
another 13 points for the Grizzly squad.

Under the heat of the sun came the 
heat of the 400m hurdles and Victoria 
Amiadamen was ready for the challenge. 
A great start and strong finish from 
Amiadamen allowed her to cross the 
finish line with the 5th best time and 
scored another 4 points to the total tally.

The last event of the day for the Grizzly 
squad was the much anticipated 5k. 
Romain Legendre, who is no stranger to 
the event took the starting line. A tight 
pack initially turned into a stretched-out 
field and Legendre could not be stopped. 
He took off and crossed the finish line with 
a time of 14:36.13 and at that moment, 
became a National Champion.

Five Grizzlies took the line for the 
start of the women’s 5k. Brianna Robles, 
Maggie McCleskey, Tristian Spence, 
Morgan Hykes & Emily Schoellkopf. 
Robles led the way in an intense and 
competitive field. The pack was tight and 
fierce and as a result, Hykes and Spence 
had to exit the race. Schoellkopf came 
in 19th overall and Robles secured the 
second-place spot with a time of 16:37.66. 
Teammate Maggie McCleskey was not 
far behind as she edged two other runners 
by .27 seconds and .33 seconds. The race 
for third place could not have been any 
tighter and the Grizzlies prevailed and 
secured another 14 points.

Although the Grizzlies scored 72 points 
as a team, it was not enough to surpass 
Pitt State and their 100 points. This was 
the most points scored in an outdoor 
National event in almost 20 years.

As the Track and Field Season ends, 
the success of the Adams State University 
Track and Field/Cross Country team 
cannot go unnoticed. Securing two runner 
up finishes in both Cross Country and 
Outdoor Track and Field and a National 
Championship, there is no doubt the 
future is bright.

Online registration now 
open for Manassa Pioneer 

Days 5K
Contributed

MANASSA  – Area 
runners are encouraged 
to register in advance for 
the Manassa Pioneer Days 
5K to avoid waiting in line 
on race day.

The Pioneer Days 
5K, hailed as southern 
Co lorado ’ s  l onges t -
running road race – and 
one of its largest – will take 
place on July 20 beginning 
at 8 a.m. The start and 
finish lines are adjacent to 

Jack Dempsey Park.
Registration is available 

online until July 18 at 
https://runsignup.com/
R a c e / C O / M a n a s s a /
PioneerDays5K, or at bit.
lyLetsGoRunMHK. The 
race fee is $20.

Race officials encourage 
runners to register online 
to help make the race-
day experience go more 
smoothly. Those who 
register in advance cane 
pick up their race packet 

in Jack Dempsey Park 
during the afternoon of 
July 21, or between 7-8 
a.m. on July 22.

In-person registration 
will also be available in 
Jack Dempsey Park from 
1-5 p.m. on July 19, and at 
7 a.m. on race day.

The  47th  Annual 
Manassa Pioneer Days 
5K will be chip timed, 
with live results available 
at bit.ly/LetsGoRunMHK.
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By OLIVIA PRENTZEL
The Colorado Sun

A Durango-based heli-
copter company is testing 
a new tool that could help 
search and rescue teams 
in helicopters detect miss-
ing and distressed people 
in Colorado’s backcountry 
within minutes and com-
municate with them, even 
if they are stuck in an area 
without cellphone service.

The technology, akin to a 
miniature cellphone tower, 
attaches to the outside of 
a helicopter and allows 
searchers to pinpoint the 
locations of any cellphones 
within a 3-mile radius us-
ing a map on a tablet, Dr. 
Tim Durkin, a search and 
rescue program coordina-
tor for Colorado Highland 
Helicopters. 

“As we detect the phone, 
basically a blotch shows 
up on the map and as we 
fly around that area, that 
blotch gets smaller and 
smaller and smaller until 
we can see exactly where 
they are,” Durkin said. 

“That process of detect-
ing, focusing on one specific 
location takes about a min-
ute — not really very long 
at all.”

Depending on the situ-
ation, search and rescue 
teams can then send in 
ground crews with the per-
son’s location or land the 
helicopter if there’s a clear-
ing nearby and conditions 
allow for a safe landing, 
Durkin said.

During a test mission in 
La Plata Canyon north-
west of Durango, search 
crews found the two people 
they were looking for with-
in two minutes and 14 sec-
onds, Durkin said. 

The technology, called 
Lifeseeker, was developed 
by Spain-based company 
CENTUM research & tech-
nology and is in the pro-
cess of being approved by 
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission before it 
can be sold to the state or 
counties hoping to use it for 
their SAR efforts, he said. 

La Plata Canyon is bor-
dered by several 12,000- 
and 13,000-foot peaks on ei-
ther side with a dense forest 
at the bottom. There have 
been several high-profile 
search and rescue missions 
to look for missing hikers 
and ultrarunners in the re-
mote, mountainous area. 

The rugged terrain, simi-
lar to many areas of Colo-
rado, makes it extremely 
challenging for searchers 
to spot people from the air 
or ground. Some missions 
in the past lasted weeks 
before searchers called off 
ground missions without 
finding the person they 
were looking for. 

“Even two grown adults 
standing under the tree 
cover there, even when 
we can look on the screen 
and say, ‘we know exactly 

where they are,’ and we’re 
orbiting 100 feet off the 
trees in a helicopter, you 
can’t see them because the 
tree cover is that dense,” 
Durkin, an emergency 
medicine doctor said.

“Trying to find a person 
without some adjunct tech-
nology to see them is really 
quite, quite difficult, if not 
nearly impossible.”

The radio-based technol-
ogy needs a clear view of 
the terrain without inter-
ference to pick up the sig-
nal of the cellphone. If the 
conditions and terrain are 
favorable, it can detect a 
cellphone up to nearly 20 
miles away.

It takes about three min-
utes to attach the Lifeseek-
er unit inside a helicopter 
when needed for a search 
and rescue mission, Dur-
kin said. 

SAR can also use the 
tool to send text messages 
to the missing person, for 
example, advising them 
to stay in one area if they 
are hurt or move to a clear-
ing for a helicopter to pick 
them up.

The tool also has a broad-
cast function that allows 
SAR to send out a message 
to a group of people within 
a certain range, similar to 
an Amber Alert for a miss-
ing child, to warn them of 
a wildfire or flood, Durkin 
said. 

The new technology 
could be another life-sav-
ing tool for the roughly 
2,500 search and rescue 
volunteers around the 
state who respond to calls 
from distressed people in 
the backcountry, said Jeff 
Sparhawk, the executive 
director for the Colorado 
Search and Rescue Associ-
ation, which represents the 
state’s teams that operate 
under county sheriffs. 

Finding a person with 
dementia or a missing 
child without a cellphone, 
for example, may require a 
different approach from a 
search for a missing hiker 
last seen on the windy sum-
mit of a 14,000-foot peak. 

Airborne rescuers use 
a variety of technology 
to search for people, like 
high-resolution video that 
is filtered through software 
that can identify colors not 
typically seen in nature, 
like royal blue. SAR also 
has access to the state’s 
airplanes that use infra-
red sensors to detect tem-
perature differences on the 
ground.

Even so, search and res-
cue teams’ success rate 
searching visually from 
helicopters is not very high, 
Sparhawk said. 

“Searching in our val-
leys, in our mountains, it 
just is very, very difficult. It 
is also difficult when people 
are wearing muted colors 
— to find somebody wear-
ing gray amongst 10 billion 

gray rocks is really hard,” 
he said. 

The Lifeseeker technol-
ogy could make a huge dif-
ference for searchers look-
ing for someone in an area 
outside of cellphone range, 
but only if the person’s 
phone has power, Spar-
hawk said.

“It’s a balancing act. 
From our perspective, cell-
phone batteries are a con-
cern for us — if somebody 
goes for a hike, we’ve been 
teaching people to turn 
your phone off, put it in 
airplane mode or preserve 
the battery however you 
can. Typically that means 
disconnecting from the net-
work,” Sparhawk said.

“So if they’re preserving 
their cellphone battery, 
and they don’t hear a heli-
copter and they don’t turn 
it back on, it’s not going to 
make a difference for them. 
But obviously, if they get 
lost, they need to turn their 
cellphone on and try to get 
into coverage,” he said.

A task force designed to 
better support search and 
rescue operations across 
the state listed improving 
field communications as a 
way to keep rescuers in the 
backcountry without pass-
ing any costs on to those 
who call for help.

The 111-page report pub-
lished in 2022 recommend-
ed providing sheriffs and 
backcountry search and 
rescue teams with funding 
to purchase and improve 
communication technolo-
gies, as well as studying 
the value of helicopters 
dedicated to rescue needs.

Many of the search 
and rescue teams across 
the state have been over-
whelmed with a dramatic 
increase in calls in the past 
several years.

“How successful our tour-
ism industry has been is a 
blessing and a curse for us,” 
Sparhawk said. “We sup-
port the tourism economy 
to the degree that we can 
and don’t want to harm 
that at all, but I think that 
the increase in population 
and the increase in tourism 
just makes us really, really 
busy.”

Most calls come in dur-
ing the summer, while 
winter missions typically 
take more energy, requir-
ing searchers to go into pre-
carious avalanche-prone 
terrain, he said.

Colorado Search and 
Rescue advises people to 
recreate in the backcoun-
try as safely as possible, by 
following the three T’s: trip 
planning, training and tak-
ing the essentials.

“Most people go out on an 
adventure, not expecting to 
need help, of course, and so 
they’re gonna go enjoy their 
day. They should do that,” 
Sparhawk said. “This is the 
what-if situation that not 
everybody thinks about.”

Photo courtesy of Brandon Laird, CHH Chief Pilot

Colorado Highland Helicopters is testing new technology that would allow search and 
rescue teams in helicopters detect missing and distressed people in Colorado’s back-
country within minutes and communicate with them. During a recent test in La Plata 
Canyon, rescuers found two missing people within two minutes and 14 seconds, said 
Tim Durkin, a search and rescue program coordinator for the Durango-based company. 

New technology may help find 
missing people in Colorado’s 
backcountry within minutes
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NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area Agency on Aging for Re-
gion 8 is accepting Request for Proposals (RFP) from both the public 
and private sectors representing both nonprofit and for profit entities 
interested in providing services to people age 60 and older for Fis-
cal Year 2025-2025. Services include: Transportation, Congregate 
Nutrition Services, In-Home Services (Homemaker, Home-Delivered 
Meals, Home Modifications), National Family Caregiver Services 
(support for caregivers). Other avenues of services to older adults will 
also be considered. South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area Agen-
cy on Aging, serves all six counties of the San Luis Valley; Alamosa, 
Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache. RFP packets 
and instructions are available at South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, CO 81101. Completed proposals are due 
to South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc. no later than 5:00 COB, May 
31, 2024. Please mail or deliver proposals to South-Central Colorado 
Seniors, Inc. at P.O. Box 639 or 1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, Colorado 
81101. For more information, please call Monica Wolfe, Director, 719-
589-4511.
No. 3935.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 21, 
22, 24, 25, 28, 29, & 31, 2024.

Request for Proposal (RFP)
Auditor Services
Introduction:
The Town of Crestone is seeking proposals from qualified firms to 
provide auditing services for fiscal years 2022-2024. The selected au-
ditor will be responsible for conducting a comprehensive audit of the 
Town’s financial statements in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards.
Scope of Work
The selected auditor will be expected to perform the following tasks:
- Conduct an audit of the Town’s financial statements in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards.
- Review internal controls and make recommendations for improve-
ments, if necessary.
- Provide a management letter outlining findings and recommenda-
tions.
- Assist in the preparation of required financial reports and state-
ments.
- Any other tasks deemed necessary for a comprehensive audit.
Proposal Submission:
Interested firms are invited to submit their proposals by email. Pro-
posals should include the following:
- Firm profile, including relevant experience and qualifications.
- Proposed audit approach and methodology.
- Proposed timeline for completion of the audit.
- Fee schedule and estimated total cost.
- References from past clients, preferably in the public sector.
PO Box 64, Crestone, CO 81131, (719) 256-4313, crestonetownof-
fice@gmail.com
No. 3950.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 
31, June 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19, 2024.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 959-24
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On March 18, 2024, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the No-
tice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described 
below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
STACEY M. MCCOY AND DANIEL MCCOY
Original Beneficiary(ies)
NATIONWIDE LENDING CORPORATION
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. as Trustee for Option One Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2001-C, Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2001-C
Date of Deed of Trust
June 19, 2001
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
June 28, 2001
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
302358 
Original Principal Amount
$88,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$131,647.36
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Borrow-
er’s failure to make timely payments as required under the Evidence 
of Debt and Deed of Trust.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
TRACT 15, RED WING SUBDIVISION, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, 
STATE OF COLORADO. 
A.P.N. #: 541506303015
Also known by street and number as: 6730 REDWING LANE, ALA-
MOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 07/17/2024, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 5/22/2024
Last Publication 6/19/2024
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 03/18/2024
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
/S/
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Alison L. Berry #34531
Lynn M. Janeway #15592
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9540 Maroon Circle., Suite 320,  Englewood, 
CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 23-029908
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 3951.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 22, 29, June 5, 12, & 19, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On Resolution No. 7-2024

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Resolution 
No. 7-2024, a resolution making supplemental appropriations and 
authorizing expenditures in excess of amounts budgeted for the City 
of Alamosa in Ordinance No. 16-2022 and known as the 3rd budget 
amendment. 
The Public Hearing is set for Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.  
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 3966.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 29, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On Ordinance No. 4-2024

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 
4-2024, an ordinance approving official hours for public use of City of 
Alamosa Parks and Open Space and prohibiting deadly weapons in 
all parks, open space and recreation facilities.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on April 3, 2024, with 
the first public hearing being held May 1, 2024 and a second Public 
Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. or 
as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.  This hearing will 
be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 3968.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 29,2024.

LAKE CITY HOSTS 
a Wednesday Market 
for locally-grown foods 
and artisans in June, 
July, August. INTER-
ESTED IN BEING A 
VENDOR?  lakecitydirt.
com/vibrant-economy. 
(6/26/24)

LOST DOG: SMALL 
14yo female POODLE 
MIX. White with darker 
long ears. Missing since 
May 18, near Cole Park, 
ALAMOSA. WEAR-
I NG A BA N DA NA 
WITH SUNFLOWER 
PRINT. Please call if 
seen, 719-480-9744. 
(6/1/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
HEALTH is seeking a 
highly organized and 
detail oriented EXECU-
TIVE ASSISTANT to 
work closely with the 
Chief Medical Officer. 
The Executive Assis-
tant will provide high 
level administrative sup-
port to the CMO which 
will include managing 
schedules and arranging 
meetings. This posi-
tion will play a crucial 
role in maintaining ef-
fective communication 
between medical staff 
leaders, hospital ad-
ministration, and legal 
counsel. As Executive 
Assistant, you will serve 
as an essential l ink 
between senior man-
agement and medical 
staff to coordinate the 
operational processes 
of physician and allied 
health credentialing, 
meeting management, 
and flow of information 
while also maintaining 
strict confidentiality and 
ensuring compliance 
with organizat ional 
policies and accredit-
ing and regulatory agen-
cies. The pay range for 
this position is $19.95 
- $27.84. For more in-
formation and to apply 
please visit our careers 
page at www.slvh.org 
(6/12/24)

T O W N  O F  D E L 
NORTE MUNICIPAL 
COURT CLERK. Town 
of Del Norte is hiring 
PART-TIME Munici-
pal Court Clerk. High 
school graduate or GED 
equiva lent and two 
years of office, legal, 
and court clerical. Will 
work closely with Town 
municipal judge for op-
erations and procedures 
of the municipal court 
system. With knowledge 
of legal terminology 
and practices. Over-
sees and maintains the 
court dockets, records 
of all pending and dis-
posed cases, and ensures 
accurate and updated 
information. All ad-
ministrative and techni-
cal duties in support of 
municipal court. Send 
resume to Town of Del 
Norte - Attention Town 
Clerk. Resumes may 
be submitted by email 
to delnorte1860@out-
look.com or mailed to 
Del Norte Town Hall, 
140 Spruce Street, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132. 
EOE. (6/12/24)

SCHOOL OF EDU-
CATION at ADAMS 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
is seeking a FIELD 
PLACEM EN T CO -
ORDINATOR. This 
position is responsible 
for coordinating field 
experiences across all 
Education programs, 
u nderg radua t e  a nd 
graduate, and works 
with program coordina-
tors, and administrative 
personnel, as well as 
outside partners and 
constituents to provide 
high-quality experience 
for our pre-service edu-
cators. This is a twelve-
month full-time, ex-
empt position. The pay 
range for this position 
is $46,476 - $52,164 
commensurate with ex-
perience and education. 
A master’s degree in an 
education related field is 
required and experience 
in educator preparation 
is preferred. For more 
information and to ap-
ply, please visit https://
www.adams.edu/hr/em-
ployment/ (6/11/24)

PART-TIME SECRE-
TARY AT SACRED 
H EA RT CH U RCH. 
Monday thru Friday – 
Hours 9:00 am to 2:00 
pm (25 hrs. a week). 
Should be bilingual and 
have some Microsoft 
programs (Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Publisher) 
and google email/calen-
dar knowledge. Please 
submit resume to ad-
min@sacredheartala-
mosa.org or come to the 
office for an application. 
If you have any ques-
tions, please call the 
office at (719) 589-5829, 
ext. 11. (6/12/24)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
PART-TIME LIBRAR-
IAN. All candidates 
must pass background 
checks. Applications 
can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (6/8/24)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
HIGH SCHOOL AS-
SISTANT FOOTBALL 
COACH. Must be at 
least 18 years of age with 
a high school diploma 
or equivalent, or such 
alternative to the above 
qualifications as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. All candidates 
must pass background 
checks. Applications 
can be downloaded at 
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (6/8/24)

COSTILLA COUN-
TY DEPARTMENT 
of SOCIAL SERVICES 
is hiring for a FRONT 
DESK RECEPTION-
IST; this position at-
tends to visitors and 
deals with inquiries on 
the phone as well. Main 
job tasks and Responsi-
bilities include but are 
not limited to answer-
ing phones, directing 
calls as well as taking 
and relaying messages. 
Candidate will track 
staff movements in and 
out of the agency. Gen-
eral administrative and 
clerical work as well as 
the preparation of letters 
and documents. Candi-
date is also responsible 
for receiving and sort-
ing the mail, schedule 
appointments, maintain 
an appropriate appoint-
ment diary either manu-
ally or electronically and 
order all agency sup-
plies. Issuing EBT cards 
and working directly 
with our SNAP team 
is also an expectation. 
A high school diploma 
or G.E.D. is required as 
well as knowledge of ad-
ministrative and clerical 
procedures, software ap-
plications and keyboard 
skills. Key competencies 
include excellent verbal, 
written communication 
skills; as well as proper 
customer service ori-
entation. Information 
management, organizing 
and planning are a must 
as well as being able 
to work in a stressful 
environment. Bilingual 
skills are preferred but 
not required. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Costilla County 
Department of Social 
Services at 233 Main 
Street, SAN LUIS, Colo-
rado. Position open until 
hired. (5/29/24)

C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is accepting appli-
cations for HS ASS’T. 
BOYS & GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL COACH-
ES, and MS CROSS 
C O U N T R Y,  a n d 
TRACK COACH. Ap-
plications can be submit-
ted through online app 
https://www.applitrack.
com/centennialschool/
onlineapp/ or www.
centennial.k12.co.us. 
Open until filled. For 
questions, please contact 
District Administrative 
Office at 719-672-3322. 
(5/29/24)

ALAMOSA HOUS-
ING AUTHORITY is 
now accepting applica-
tions for a PART-TIME 
GROUNDS’ PERSON 
for the summer. Must 
have basic knowledge in 
operating mowers, and 
trimmers. Applications 
may be picked up at The 
Alamosa Housing Au-
thority at 213 Murphy 
Drive in ALAMOSA. 
Deadline for applica-
tions is May 31, 2024. 
(5/29/24)

THE SLV LANDFILL 
is accepting applications 
for a TEMPORARY 
LANDFILL LABOR-
ER/BACKUP EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Maintain landfill prop-
erty, pick up trash, and 
be a backup equipment 
operator. Position open 
until filled. $16.00 to 
$17.00 per hour, 32 to 
40 hours week. Appli-
cations can be emailed 
to Kim at officeman-
ager@slvlandfill.com 
or returned at the of-
fice. Download the ap-
plication at slvlandfill.
com. (6/5/24)

$24.00

4$25
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

A M E R I C O R P S 
PATHWAYS NAVI-
GAT OR .  L O CA L , 
well-respected non-
profit agency seeking 
enthusiastic individual to 
coordinate and support 
AmeriCorps members 
serving with the Rural 
Alliance for Dignity. No 
AmeriCorps experience 
necessary. On the job 
training and professional 
development provided. 
This position will spe-
cialize in recruitment, 
placement, and guidance 
for AmeriCorps mem-
bers serving in small 
non-profit organizations 
throughout SOUTH-
E R N COLOR A D O. 
They will work with La 
Puente’s team to provide 
career pathway, logisti-
cal and project support 
for our local cohort of 
AmeriCorps Members. 
Join our dynamic team 
of dedicated profession-
als and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of helping 
others. Qualifications: 
interest in non-profit 
organizations, ability to 
travel, relationship skills, 
organizational, and writ-
ing skills. $41 - 45k/yr/
benefit package. Send 
r esu me:  La  P uent e 
Home, P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO  81101, 
719 233-2673   www.
lapuente.net  Email: hr@
lapuente.net (6/19/24)

JT TIMBER FALL-
ING is h i r ing LOG 
T RUCK DR I V ERS. 
Class A CDL. Starting at 
$25/hr ($37.50/hr Over-
time). Great benefits are 
available. Home every 
night and based out of 
BLANCA, COLORA-
DO. Call 719-379-4066 
or visit JTTimber.com 
to apply. (6/12/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
t ions for HS ASST. 
BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
COACHES (2 posi-
tions). The salary for 
these positions will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Extra Duty Sal-
ary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties, by May 29, 2024 
or until the positions 
are filled. For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (6/5/24)

DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking a 
qualified SECONDARY 
BUSINESS TEACH-
ER. We are seeking an 
experienced, hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic 
teaching professional to 
join our dynamic, and 
vibrant team. Appli-
cants must have a bach-
elor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teaching License with 
a Secondary Business 
endorsement. Please 
submit your applica-
tion, resume and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy 
at ahardy@ur tigers.
co or call Mrs. Hardy at 
(719) 657 – 4020.  Appli-
cations can be accessed 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (6/15/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting 
appl icat ions for LA 
JARA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.  
Applicants must have 
a principal license/cer-
tification or be in the 
process of obtaining one.  
NCSD offers a competi-
tive salary with a $915 
health benefit.  Interested 
applicants may download 
an application at www.
northconejos.com or pick 
one up at North Conejos 
School District Central 
Office.  Applications may 
be submitted to Superin-
tendent Darren Edgar at 
dedgar@northconejos.
com or delivered to the 
NCSD Central Office.  
Application deadline is 
Monday, June 3rd at 4:00 
p.m. (5/29/24)

MAINTENANCE AS-
SOCIATE:  LOCAL, 
WELL-RESPECTED 
non-profit agency hiring 
a PART-TIME MAIN-
TENANCE ASSOCI-
ATE. Responsibilities 
include varied landscap-
ing, grounds keeping and 
maintenance/repair proj-
ects, special projects, sup-
port for Maintenance Su-
pervisor and maintenance 
team. We’re looking for a 
motivated, values-driven 
individual with experi-
ence in maintenance and 
repair and excellent inter-
personal skills. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. $18.00 
hourly wage, 21 hours a 
week. Send resume: hr@
lapuente.net, 719 589-
5909, ext238. www.lapu-
ente.net (5/29/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service 
and single health insur-
ance benefits. Apply 
now to become part of 
our dynamic district 
as we are now accept-
ing applications for the 
position of ELEMEN-
TARY TEACHER, for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or such alter-
native as the Board of 
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the District 
Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment- oppor-
tunities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442. Application 
Deadline: Until Position 
is Filled. EOE. (6/12/24)

THE CITY OF MON-
TE VISTA is accept-
ing applications for a 
SEASONAL PARKS 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER. This posi-
tion is approximately 
16 weeks, 40 hours/
wk. Duties include mow-
ing, trimming, watering 
parks and trash pickup. 
Wage is $16.00-$17.00 
per hour. Applications 
and job description are 
available at www.cityof-
montevista.colorado.gov 
or pickup/return appli-
cations to the City of 
Monte Vista, Human 
Resources, 95 West First 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO. 
81144. Open until filled. 
(5/31/24)
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Classifieds

737 - RECREATIONAL

VEHICLES

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

345 - 

WOOD

630 - ROOMS 

FOR RENT

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

TOWN OF CENTER 
is accepting applica-
tions to fill 2 positions 
i n  t he i r  U T I LI T Y 
DEPARTMENT. Ap-
plicant should possess 
knowledge and skills 
in all aspects of high 
voltage power lines, 
gas systems, water dis-
tribution, and sanita-
tion. Applicant should 
accept duties of con-
struction, repair, main-
tenance, and operation 
of these systems. Ap-
plicant must also have 
a valid driver’s license 
and be able to oper-
ate trucks, backhoe, 
and other equipment 
in the performance of 
these duties. The duties 
also included are heavy 
manual labor and utili-
zation of a large variety 
of hand tools. Some 
experience is preferred 
and continued train-
ing will be provided. 
Salary:  $19 - $22 per 
hour depending on 
Experience. Generous 
Benefits Plan: 100% 
Employer-Paid Health 
Insurance, Competi-
tive dental, vision, and 
life insurance plans, 
Generous PTO vaca-
tion earnings, Up to 3% 
match for retirement 
IRA’s and Half-Day 
Fridays. Applicant must 
also have the ability to 
interact with customers 
and possess good com-
munication skills. Ap-
plicant must also pass 
a background check and 
pre-employment drug 
testing. The candidate 
will also be subject to 
random drug testing 
upon hiring per CDOT 
regulations. CDL li-
cense preferable but not 
required. The applica-
tion deadline is June 7, 
2024. (6/7/24)

NOW HIRING: PUB-
LIC WORKS ASSIS-
TANT. Job Descrip-
tion: A Public Works 
Assistant is an on-call, 
PART-TIME position 
with no benefits, su-
pervised by the Public 
Works Superintendent. 
The Public Works As-
sistant assists the Public 
Works Superintendent 
to service the sewer 
system, water system, 
roads and br idges, 
drainage, buildings, 
parks, Town properties, 
and cemetery. Required 
Knowledge, Qualities, 
Skills, And Abilities: 
Working knowledge 
of the language, prin-
ciples, methods, ma-
terials, and equipment 
common to municipal 
public works repairs 
and maintenance of 
parks, roads, grounds, 
and buildings. Ability 
to operate and maintain 
small snow removal 
equipment, mowers, 
and a variety of power 
and hand tools. Ability 
to establish and main-
tain effective work-
ing relationships with 
Town off icia ls and 
employees, representa-
tives of other agencies 
and organizations, and 
members of the com-
munity. Required Edu-
cation, Training, And 
Experience: A valid 
Colorado driver’s li-
cense or equivalent, and 
high school diploma or 
equivalent. Previous 
experience in a parks 
or public works depart-
ment preferred. All ap-
plicants should fill out 
an application (located 
at http://townofcrest-
one.colorado.gov/) to 
submit along with a 
resume and cover letter 
to crestonetownoffice@
gmail.com. (6/19/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking an ELE-
MENTARY TEACH-
ER for the 24-25 school 
year. Applicants must 
possess a Colorado 
Teaching License or 
be eligible to apply for 
one. Salary schedules 
are available on the 
district website. Please 
submit a district ap-
plication, resume, cover 
letter, and transcripts at 
https://www.southcone-
jos.com/page/how-to-
apply. (6/5/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
& MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or such alter-
native as the Board of 
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(6/12/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill 
the position of BUD-
GET ANALYST with-
in the BUSINESS & 
FINANCE DEPART-
MENT. You can apply 
https://adams.wd1.my-
workdayjobs.com/en-
US/ASU/details/Bud-
get-Analyst_R188. We 
look forward to hearing 
from you. If you have 
any questions please 
reach out to our Human 
Resources department 
719-587-7990. (6/8/24)

P OTATO WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ERAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO. 
(6/5/24)

SHIPPING CLERK 
NEEDED for a POTA-
TO WAREHOUSE in 
CENTER, CO. Hours 
are generally 8am-6pm 
Monday thru Friday, 
and possibly a few 
hours Saturday morn-
ings. FAMOUS soft-
ware experience and 
knowledge a must. Sal-
ary is negotiable. Please 
inquire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO or 
email resume or appli-
cation to tluna@mtnk-
ing.com. (6/5/24)

3 SEASONS YARD 
SERVICE. Call 719-
588-1183. (6/1/24)

SPR INK LER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(8/2/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (5/29/24-monthly)

P E C A N  W O O D 
CHUNKS for sa le. 
Great  for  smok ing 
meat! 719-588-1183. 
(6/1/24)

R E G I S T E R E D 
B L A C K  A N G U S 
BULLS For Sale. Low 
pap scores, calving 
ease and grove, OLD-
EST ANGUS HERD 
in COLORADO. Smal-
ley’s Angus. 719-588-
4664 or 719-378-2459. 
(6/4/24)

MUST SELL: 6’X10’ 
enclosed STORAGE 
TRAILER. 7’x10’ very 
LOW TRAILER. Small 
ARC WELDER. New 
3” Skill BAND SAW. 4” 
BELT SANDER. Men’s 
Carbondale BICYCLE. 
2” black powder mortar. 
BEAVER pelts. Some 
LEATHER. Some AR-
CHERY. Trophy white 
tailed HEAD MOUNT. 
Craftsman RIDE ON 
LAWN MOWER. 719-
850-1032. (6/4/24)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN-
AS)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

EAST ALA MOSA 
STUDIO. Utilities in-
cluded. No pets /smok-
ing. $590 monthly. De-
posit. First & last month 
rent. 3 months steady 
employment to qualify. 
719-580-3710. (6/7/24)

MODERN & SPA-
CIOUS APARTMENT 
for Rent in PRIME 
CRESTONE LOCA-
TION. Welcome to your 
new home! Nestled in 
the heart of Crestone, 
this beautifully ap-
pointed apartment of-
fers both comfort and 
convenience in every 
square foot. Key Fea-
tures: Location: Prime 
Crestone location, of-
fering easy access to 
local amenities and at-
tractions. Size: Approx-
imately 1,250 square 
feet of living space. 
Rent: $1600 per month 
(inclusive of electricity, 
trash disposal, propane, 
sewer, and water servic-
es). Deposit: $500 (plus 
first and last month’s 
rent). Pets: Unfortu-
nately, no pets allowed. 
Application Process: 
All potential tenants 
are required to undergo 
an interview and back-
ground check. Schedule 
a Viewing:

DON’T MISS OUT on 
this opportunity to call 
this apartment home! 
Contact us today to 
schedule a viewing and 
start the application 
process. PO Box 64, 
Crestone, CO 81131; 
(719) 256-4313; crest-
onetownoffice@gmail.
com (6/19/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

ON E N ICE F U R-
NISHED ROOM, close 
to downtown ALA-
MOSA.  New carpet & 
paint.  $525 monthly, 
utilities included & free 
wifi.  Must have $1K 
per month verifiable in-
come.  References re-
quired. 720-436-5550. 
(5/31/24)

2 0 0 4  A L L E R G O 
BUS: 40’; sleeps 6; 3 
slides; 400 Cummings; 
7K wat t  generator. 
$75,000. 719-580-2735. 
(5/29/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My son is 
a sophomore in college. He 
has been dating a girl he 
met at school for almost a 
year. Her family no longer 
speaks to her for reasons I 
don’t know. I have included 
her in our family holidays, 
but she later tells my son 
that she thinks I don’t like 
her. 

 It causes problems for me 
when I visit him at school, 
which is often because it’s 
my alma mater. When I’m 
there, she attends all dinners 
and family events whether 
she’s invited or not, and I 
am expected to pay for her 
as well. My son has invited 
her to our house without 
my permission, and I do not 
want her to come. How do I 
tell him I don’t want her here 
without causing major prob-
lems in my relationship with 
him? -- OPPOSED MOM IN 
OHIO

 DEAR MOM: Teach your 
son good manners by telling 
him you don’t want anyone 
joining you for every family 
event and dinner without 
first being asked to include 
her. As much as he may like 
the girl, she is not (yet) a fam-
ily member. Be sure to point 
out that you do not dislike 
her, but this is a formality 
you would like observed. The 
two of them are not a package 
deal.

 P.S. The fact that her 
family doesn’t talk to her is 
a red flag that should not be 
ignored. Broach that subject 
with your son now.

 DEAR ABBY: I’m con-
cerned that my son-in-law 
is emotionally abusing my 
daughter. She was always a 
bit shy but was able to stand 
up for herself. 

 Recently, we were driving 
to a new destination and she 
was using Google Maps. It 
said we had arrived at our 
destination, but we couldn’t 
see it. After backtracking, 
her husband was able to 
find it. He then berated 
my daughter for “being un-
prepared and not knowing 
where it was”! No one had 
been there before, and we 
were following an effective 
app. She apologized to him. 

 I wanted to say some-
thing, but when I have in 
the past, she became upset 
with me. I see her confidence 
ebbing away. She needs to 
stand up to him. There have 
been many more instances. 
How can I help her return 
to being the strong and 
confident woman she was? I 
don’t think counseling would 
work. She doesn’t recognize 
what is happening to her. 
-- MOM WHO SEES IT IN 
CALIFORNIA

 DEAR MOM: Talk to your 
daughter privately. Explain 
that you are worried about 
her because she’s no longer 
the person she once was. 
Give her examples of her hus-
band’s verbal abuse that you 
have observed and ask if she 
thinks she really deserved it. 
Offer to (quietly) pay for her 
to talk with a licensed coun-
selor if she would be willing. 

Then cross your fingers that 
she will accept your offer and 
act on it without spilling the 
beans to her husband.

 DEAR ABBY: Unfortu-
nately, I was involved in a 
traffic accident. (The other 
party was found liable.) After 
the crash, the other driver 
was bleeding and had gashes. 
I experienced a couple broken 
ribs. Would it be OK to con-
tact the other driver to see 
how he is? He was so polite 
to me at the accident scene. 
I really feel like he was a 
nice person. -- BROKEN IN 
NORTH CAROLINA

 DEAR BROKEN: I know 
you mean well. However, 
before contacting this nice 
person, you would be wise to 
discuss it with an attorney to 
make sure there will be no 
legal ramifications you might 
later regret.

Mother doesn’t want son’s 
girlfriend at every event
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Nearly 80 
receive 

diplomas on 
May 25

STAFF REPORT
LA JARA – It was 

standing-room-only for 
the Centauri High School 
graduation ceremony on 
Saturday, May 25, inside 
the CHS gymnasium.

North Conejos School 
District Board of Edu-
cation trustees proudly 
recognized 77 graduates 
in a student-centered 
ceremony that finished 
in less than an hour as 
promised by CHS Princi-
pal Katie Montague.

The top four students 
of the class were the 
featured speakers at 
the ceremony – Diego 
Chavez, Riley Valdez, 
Julia Patigdas, Tayden 
Montoya.

Chavez kept his speech 
lighthearted and con-
cluded by thanking ev-
eryone.

“Thank you everybody 
from the bottom of my 
year,” said Chavez, wear-
ing a red cap and gown 
with light blue stole sig-
nifying he is a National 
Honor Society member 
and a gold cord signaling 
high academic honor of a 
cumulative GPA of 3.50 or 
above over their four years 
of high school. “Friends, 
family, students, staff, so 
many people have invest-
ed their time, money, ef-
fort, love, anything I could 
ask for, I really appreciate 
it, and that goes for all of 
us. We have all been in-
vested into, let’s show ev-
eryone that invested in us 
that it was not taken for 
granted.”

Patigdas, Valdez, and 
Montoya are also NHS 
members and wore gold 
cords.

Patigdas, wearing a 
white cap and gown, re-
minded her classmates 
to “enjoy the journey” 
ahead.

“As you look forward 
to the next stage of our 
lives, whether it is col-
lege, a career, or another 
path entirely, let us vow 
to enjoy the journey and 
not just the destination,” 
she said.

Valdez inspired his 
classmates to be the cat-
alyst of change.

“We can inspire 
change in our commu-
nities, workplaces and 
homes, not by force by 
the strength of our char-
acter, the consistency of 
our actions,” he said. “As 
we embark on this new 
chapter of our lives let us 
lead with compassion, in-
tegrity, and the unwav-
ering belief that we can 
change the world.”

Montoya looked for-
ward to hearing about 
all that the Class of 
2024 would accomplish 
in the years ahead. She 
received 12 scholar-
ships, second most in the 
class, that totaled nearly 
$300,000.

“You are all capable 
of shooting for the stars 
and beyond,” she said. “I 
know you will do incred-
ible things in this world, 
and I cannot wait to hear 
about them.”

Twenty-four graduates 
were National Honor 
Society members and 32 
wore gold cords.

Montague, wearing a 
long, flowing red dress, 
gave the Welcoming Ad-
dress and read off a list 
of Class of 2024 accom-
plishments inside and 
outside of the classroom. 

During the entire cer-
emony, candid photos 
past and present of the 
graduates were shown on 
a large screen above the 

Photos by Brian Williams

Centauri High School’s Julia Patigdas was one of four student speakers 
at the graduation ceremony on May 25.

‘Enjoy the journey’ Centauri grads

speakers. 
The class, as of the 

ceremony, had received 
nearly $3 million in 
scholarships and Mon-
tague said that num-
ber could rise as more 
were expected to be an-
nounced. Seventy-three 
students received schol-
arships. Saige Hostetter 

received 13 scholarships, 
totaling nearly $300,000. 

School district Super-
intendent Darren Edgar 
thanked two retiring 
staffers – Krista Middle-
mist and Ester Sowards 
– for their decades of ser-
vice. Middlemist, a La 
Jara Elementary Special 
Education teacher, had 

30 years of teaching. So-
wards, a Centauri Middle 
School custodian, had 20 
years with the district.

The parents of Logan 
Smith accepted his hon-
orary graduate diploma. 
Smith, 15, died in tragic 
dirt motorcycle accident 
in August of 2021. 

Graduates Camry Mill-

er and Aundre Chavez 
provided opening and 
closing prayers, respec-
tively. Miller received 
eight scholarships that 
totaled nearly $380,000, 
including $132,000 
Chancellor’s Scholarship 
from the University of 
Denver, and a $100,000 
Daniels Scholarship. 

Jaelyn Jackson was the 
senior class president. 
Nikolai Pawloski was the 
class sponsor.

Montoya concluded her 
speech with the follow-
ing quote by Dr. Seuss, 
“You’re off to great places. 
Today is your day. Your 
mountain is waiting, so... 
Get on your way.”

Centauri High School’s Diego Chavez was the first student speaker dur-
ing the commencement ceremony at CHS on May 25. The top four stu-
dents of the class in order of rank spoke at the graduation.
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