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Slight Chance of 
Shorers, Breezy 74/36

Sun: Sunny, Windy 
73/35

Fri: Sunny, Windy 72/39
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CREEDE — The Divide 
Ranger District announced 
May 17 that their Creede 
office will begin providing 
visitor information services 
on Tuesday, May 28.

The office will be open 
Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and closed for 
lunch daily from 12:15 to 1 p.m. 
Forest product permits and 
recreation passes will only be 
available at the Creede office 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

“Our commitment to the 
Creede community remains 
steadfast and we are pleased 
to be able to open the office 
once again for the summer 
season,” said Divide District 
Ranger  Patr ick  Moran. 
“We also plan to host new 
educational activities at the 
office this summer!”

Permits and passes are 
available Monday through 
Friday at the Del Norte office.

The Creede office is at 304 
S. Main St., Creede. The office 
phone number is 719-658-
2556.

For information on the Rio 
Grande National Forest, call 
719-850-2374.

Transportation 
meeting on 

May 23
ALAMOSA — The  San 

Luis Valley Transportation 
P l a n n i n g  R e g i o n   w i l l 
meet 10 a.m., Thursday, May 
23,  in the Commissioners 
R o o m  of  th e  Alam os a 
County Services Center, 
8900 Independence Way, 
Alamosa.

This will be an in-person 
meeting with a virtual online 
option available for those 
unable to attend in person. 
All meetings of the SLV TPR 
are open to the public.

Below is link to join the 
meeting online:

S LV  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Planning Region

May 23, 2024 10:00 AM 
Mountain Time (US and 
Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.

us/j/85277063934?pwd=e
hJLX2naqSnNFvWhPfpLQ
vtlci6ISK.1

Meeting ID: 852 7706 
3934

Passcode: 033309

Creede office 
to open
May 28

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — The 120-

day Colorado legislative 
session was packed again 
with a whopping 705 bills 
introduced, up from 617 
in 2023. As of the last day 
of the session, 186 of those 
bills had been passed and 
signed into law by Gover-
nor Jared Polis, includ-
ing six bi-cameral, bi-
partisan bills sponsored 
by Rep. Matt Martinez 
(D-D62), ending another 

successful session for the 
first-term representative 
from the San Luis Valley.

Of those six bills, four 
were co-sponsored with 
Senator Cleave Simpson 
(R-D6). Both lawmakers 
serve on the Agriculture, 
Water and Natural Re-
sources Committee, now 
a year-round committee 
– versus interim – thanks 
to previous efforts of Sen. 
Simpson.

The focus of many of 
the bills centered on is-
sues impacting rural 

communities, beginning 
with HB24-1282 “Ninth-
Grade Success Grant and 
Performance Reporting”.

Introduced by Martinez 
and Simpson, HB24-2383 
is an expansion of a cur-
rent grant where Center 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict was one of the origi-
nal grantees.  

“We looked at Cen-
ter as a lead-off school 
in this grant program,” 
Martinez told the Valley 
Courier. “This bill gives 
teachers and counsellors 

the tools to really be able 
to get one-to-one contact 
with ninth-graders to see 
if they’re struggling with 
schedules, home issues or 
other things and to then 
get the support they need 
in the 9th grade, which is 
a real turning point.”

Rep. Martinez, who fre-
quently refers to data in 
introducing and measur-
ing impact of legislation, 
said, “With this grant, 
Center saw their gradua-
tion rate from high school 

Rep. Matt Martinez

Rep. Martinez legislative victories 
largely focused on rural issues

By AADAM KINNEY
SAGUACHE COUNTY — 

As the Saguache County Pri-
mary draws near, I ask that 
you please consider the cali-
ber of leadership and commu-
nity service you expect from 
your elected officials, and vote 
Adam Kinney for Commission-
er, District 1.

Here’s what I believe.
You deserve to be treated 

with respect, dignity, and 
kindness.

You deserve to be invited to 
participate and included in the 
decision-making process. 

You deserve to be informed 
and kept up to date.

Most importantly, you de-
serve to be heard, listened to, 
and have your voice and needs 
considered.

No amount of policy accom-
plishments can be counted 
as lasting successes when so 
many lifelong residents and 
newcomers alike feel unheard 
and dismissed.

There is no greater priority 
for your elected officials than 
to remember that the people of 
Saguache County are the gov-
erning force through which all 

decisions, actions, and consid-
erations must move.

Every day I am learning 
more and more about the needs 
and challenges that we face as 
a county. Budget adherence, 
water, waste management and 
re use, resource preservation, 
youth, and senior advocacy, 
and, especially, planning for 
an unknown future. Every day 
I am becoming more capable, 
stronger, and better equipped 
to meet the challenge head on, 
because I am taking the time 
to listen to the people who are 

Adam Kinney

Saguache Commissioner candidate Kinney says he will listen

■ See KINNEY page 3

Photo courtesy of Sarah Stoeber, executive director SLVRDG

Staffers and executives with Colorado’s Office of Economic Development and International Trade, Economic Devel-
opment Council and San Luis Valley Development Resource Group stand in front of a distinctive Colorado Pacific 
Rio Grande Railroad engine. The railroad was highlighted by SLVRDG as one of the most exciting, new business 
ventures to be a part of the SLV economic landscape. 

OEDIT comes to the San Luis Valley
First-ever visit 

yields good 
connections, 

beginning 
of strong 

relationships 
By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Offi-

cials and staff members 
with Colorado’s Office of 
Economic Development 
and International Trade 
(OEDIT), along with 
members of the state’s 

San Luis Peoples Market 
prepares for a summer reopening

Colorado 
Department 

of Agriculture 
grants $200K 
for cleanup

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
SAN LUIS — The his-

toric market in San Luis 
formally known as the 
R&R Market is undergo-
ing a renovation as part of 
larger plans by the owner, 
the Acequia Institute. For 
starters and emblematic 
of the direction the store 
will be taking, the market 

is now called the San Luis 
Peoples Market

The market opened in 
1857, almost two decades 
before Colorado became a 
state, and was operated by 
generations of the Romero 
family until they sold it 
to the institute in 2022. 
In 2023 after discovering 

The San Luis Peoples 
Market (formally the R&R 

Market in San Luis) is being 
renovated and having haz-
ardous materials removed. 

A sculpture by San Luis 
sculptor Huberto Maestas 

is in the foreground. 

Courier photo by John Waters

■ See MARKET page 3



Page 2 Valley Courier Saturday, May 18, 2024

Record
OBITUARIES

School Menu
Monday

May 20, 2024

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Corn Dog

French Fries/Green Beans
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Corn Dog

French Fries/Green Beans
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Corn Dog

French Fries/Green Beans
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk
Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students

Alamosa School District

It is with heavy hearts 
that we announce the 
passing of Jason Mizoka-
mi of Alamosa, age 47, on 
May 15, 2024. Jason was 
a beloved husband, fa-
ther, papa, brother, cous-
in, friend, and colleague, 
whose sudden departure 
has left a profound void 
in the lives of many.

Jason was born on 
March 7, 1977, in Tucson, 
Ariz., to Ron and Cindy 
Mizokami. He gradu-
ated from Alamosa High 
School in 1995, where he 
loved playing baseball, 
drawing, and fixing up his 
Jeep. After high school, 
he worked at SunWest 
where he met the love of 
his life, Karen. They mar-
ried in 2001 and built 
the most wonderful life 
together with their two 
amazing children, Jayden 
and Mia.

Deeply rooted in tradi-
tion, he was completely 
devoted to his family. 
He treated Karen like a 
queen, adoringly pick-
ing her up every day for 
lunch and dropping any-
thing and everything if 
she needed him. He was 
Karen’s biggest supporter 
on her journey to com-
plete Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degrees.

Jason loved rooting 
for Jayden on the foot-
ball and baseball fields 
and had tremendous 
pride in him, who was 
not only son but also his 
best friend. Mia was Ja-
son’s pretty princess, he 
would do anything to 
spend time with her and 
see her smile. He enjoyed 
watching play basketball 
and cherished her artistic 
talents – he was always 
there.

He was playfully 
grumpy, fiercely protec-
tive, and quietly generous 
as a husband and father. 
He strived to make sure 
his kids grew up to be 
good people – and he suc-
ceeded.

Jason was a thoughtful, 
level-headed, dependable, 
and loving son, brother, 
and grandson. He moved 
back home without hesi-
tation to help his father 
Ron run their business, 
Apex Produce, and care 
for his wonderful grand-
mother Agnes while she 
was fighting cancer. Upon 
Ron’s death in 2021, he 
continued to care for his 
mother Cindy and truly 

became the rock of the 
Mizokami family. Al-
ways the considerate son, 
he checked on his mom 
constantly, accommodat-
ing all of her wants and 
needs, making sure she 
never went without.

As a brother and cous-
in, he was wise, encour-
aging, and nonjudgmen-
tal, always a calming 
presence. He provided a 
listening ear and was a 
ceaseless reminder that 
family always comes first. 
As a papa, he was doting, 
affectionate, and always 
ready with a smile and 
quiet laugh for Maverick 
and Zander.

Jason had a great love 
and deep level of respect 
for his mother and father-
in-law. He worked hard 
to make them proud of 
the way he cared for their 
daughter and grandkids, 
and he worked hard to 
carry Pete’s legacy on at 
Sorum Tractor/Redlund 
Equipment.

Outside of his family, 
Jason was known for his 
incredible work ethic, 
showing up to work ev-
ery day at Sorum Trac-
tor/Redlund Equipment 
to “turn wrenches” as he 
lovingly called it. He took 
great pride in learning 
everything about balers 
from his father-in-law, 
Pete and then teaching 
his son Jayden the ways 
of his trade. He was ex-
tremely dedicated to the 
farmers throughout the 
San Luis Valley who de-
pended on him to get 
their farm equipment 
running without a hitch, 
often working overtime to 
ensure each piece of ma-
chinery was perfect. He 
touched the lives of many 
with his kindness, profes-
sionalism, and loyalty.

He was preceded in 
death by his father Ron 
Mizokami, his paternal 
grandparents Sam and 
Agnes Mizokami, his 
maternal grandparents 
Stan and Dora Medina, 
uncle Sid Medina, aunts 
Jeanne White and Mar-
lene Arellano, cousins 
Darren Mizokami, Avery 
Garcia and Matthew Me-
dina.

He is survived by his 
devoted wife, Karen 
Mizokami; two children 
Jayden (Kacey Hillis) and 
Mia; mother Cindy Mizo-
kami; brother Eric Mizo-
kami; sister Kara Mizoka-
mi-Stout (Adam); cousin 
Isaiah Valenzuela who he 
considered his son; father 
and mother-in-law Pete 
and Jane Devine; sisters-
in-law Jessica Weinette 
(Mike) and Susan Holder 
(Jeff); brother-in-law Ri-
cardo Devine (Stacey); 
and many nephews, niec-
es, grandkids, and other 
family members and 
friends.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend a memo-
rial service on May 20, 
2024, at 10 a.m. at Living 
Water Bible Fellowship 
in Alamosa. A reception 
will follow the service at 
Living Water. In lieu of 
flowers, a college fund has 
been set up for Jayden 
and Mia at San Luis Val-
ley Federal.  Please make 
checks payable to Karen, 
Jayden or Mia.

The family wishes to 
extend their gratitude to 
their entire family and 
many friends, San Luis 
Valley farming communi-
ty, Jason’s work family at 
Sorum Tractor/Redlund 
Equipment, Karen’s work 
family at Valley-Wide 
Health Systems, The Ala-
mosa Mean Moose Fam-
ily and to Jayden and 
Mia’s many friends that 
have shown support to 
them during this time, 
with special thanks to 
Kacey Hillis and Shania 
Garcia for being by their 
sides unconditionally.

Jason will be deeply 
missed more than words 
can ever say by all those 
who knew and loved him.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of arrange-
ments.  To leave online 
condolences, words of 
comfort and tributes for 
Jason’s family please vis-
it www.RogersFunerals.
com.

Jason Mizokami

Karen R. Zimmerman 
passed away peacefully 
on May 15, 2024, in Ala-
mosa, Colo. Born on Aug. 
31, 1943, in Denver, Colo., 
Karen’s life was filled with 
hard work and caring for 
others.

Karen’s early years 
were spent growing up in 
the city of Denver. After 
graduating from George 
Washington High School, 
she journeyed down to 
Alamosa and enrolled in 
Adams State College, a 
place that would shape 
her future in ways she 
never imagined. It was 
there she met the love of 
her life, Robert Zimmer-
man. The couple married 
on March 15, 1963, and 
spent the next 61 years to-
gether building a life filled 
with love, laughter, hard 
work and shared dreams.

In 1970, Karen and Bob 
decided to take a chance 
and bought the ranch east 
of Alamosa, where they 
raised registered Colum-
bia Sheep.  Karen took 
an active role in raising 
the sheep and especially 
loved lambing season.  
The ranch was not just a 
home but a hub of activ-
ity, where Karen’s talents 
as a mom, and ranch wife 
were a force to be reck-
oned with. She kept the 
farm running smoothly 
while also tending to her 
beautiful yard and vi-
brant flower beds. Her 

amazing cooking was leg-
endary, her kitchen was 
often the heart of gather-
ings, where stories were 
told, and memories made. 
She dedicated her life to 
supporting Bob, raising 
her four children, instill-
ing in them the values of 
hard work, compassion, 
and the value of family.

Karen’s work on the 
farm extended to her 
community where she 
dedicated time to being 
a 4-H leader, providing 
guidance to her club kids. 
When Bob decided to en-
ter local politics, Karen 
jumped in to support him.  
She became active on sev-
eral local, state and na-
tional political campaigns.  
In addition to her political 
activities, Karen loved 
her work and the life-
long friendships forged at 
Alamosa Floral and First 
Christian Church in Ala-
mosa.

Karen’s legacy is car-
ried on by her devoted 
husband, Robert Zimmer-
man of Alamosa, and her 

children: Mark Zimmer-
man of Alamosa, Trever 
(Carrie) Zimmerman of 
Alamosa, Tracy (Justin) 
Rogers of Alamosa, and 
her brother Don Borge-
son of Angel Fire, N.M. 
Her grandchildren Randi, 
Jaymi, Megan, Kelby, 
Tyler, Case, Makenzie, 
and Kamryn, will cher-
ish the special memories 
and time spent with their 
Grandma Karen.  She is 
also survived by many 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
John and Relda Borgeson, 
her in-laws Ralph and 
Edna Zimmerman, her 
son, Michael Zimmerman 
and special neighbors and 
friends, Chuck and Pearl 
Baker and George and 
Delphine Mead. 

Karen lived a full life 
making lasting impres-
sions on those who knew 
her.  Her strong-willed 
spirit will be the subject of 
many stories yet to be told 
and will be carried on for 
generations. 

Per Karen and her fami-
lies wishes, private servic-
es will be held at a later 
date.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in the care of the 
arrangements. To leave 
online condolences, trib-
utes, and words of comfort 
for Karen’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com

Karen R. Zimmerman

Alamosa trash drop-off 
hauls in large items

Courtesy photo

Alamosa County large item trash day was a success.

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Alamo-

sa County recently host-
ed a large trash item 
drop-off which was suc-
cessful, despite a dreary, 
soggy day. Over 100 ve-
hicles dropped off large 
items including electron-
ics, tires, mattress, met-
al and appliances.

County commissioners 
and county staff were 
on hand to help sort the 
materials and everyone 
who brought items was 
quite appreciative of the 
opportunity. Alamosa 
County plans to host 
this event annually as 
the commissioners and 
staff decided this is a 
great way to assist prop-
erty owners in getting 
rid of unwanted items. 
Although the SLV Re-
gional Landfill is always 
the proper place to take 
some of these items, 
sometimes people will 
dump large items out 
on rural roads or vacant 
land instead of taking it 
to the landfill.

Alamosa County would 

like to thank Ace in Your 
Pocket, WSB Computer 
Services, SMD Roll-offs 
and SLV Recycling for 

their great partnership 
and professionalism in 
helping make the day a 
great success. 

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY – In a special meeting 
hosted by the Rio Grande 
County Board of Commis-
sioners and the Rio Grande 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Rio Grande County 
Sherrif Anne Robinson 
presented Cayden Lari-
more from Sargent School 
District with this year’s 
County Sheriffs of Colora-
do Scholarship.

Larimore has had an ex-
ceptional record in the Sar-
gent School District. In the 
letter he submitted for the 
scholarship he states, “I 
started my freshman year 
in 2020, the same year that 
an aviation class was intro-
duced into Sargent High 
School. I signed up for the 
class, thinking it would 
be interesting to learn 
about the world of flying, 
something that had never 
piqued my interest before.”

Through the aviation 
class taught by Jay Sara-
son, Larimore found his 
calling and dove into the 
world of aviation.

“I was fortunate enough 
to have an extremely ambi-
tious teacher for this class, 
who inspired me more 
than I could have ever 
imagined. This teacher, 
Jay Sarason, spent just as 
much time with students 
outside of the classroom 
as inside. He took us on 
field trips, teaching us to 
fly for free, and helping in 
any way that he could. The 
first time that I went flying 
with Jay, I was instantly 
hooked,” he said.

Rio Grande County 
Sheriff Robinson opened 
the award ceremony with 
the scholarship program’s 
philosophy statement, “To 
carry out our commitment 
to the Honorary Mem-
bers of the association, 
County Sheriffs of Colo-
rado (CSOC) established 
a scholarship program in 
1978. Since then, the pro-
gram has continued as a 
meaningful expression of 
the sheriffs’ and CSOC’s 
respect for education and 
training. We consider 
these scholarships as an 
investment in the future of 
Colorado’s communities.”

Robinson continued 
highlighting Larimore’s 
plans stating that he 
wants to the attend the 
Airline Transportation Pi-
lot Program and obtain his 
certificate to fly a commer-
cial airline.

“Larimore has a laun-
dry list of involvement and 
community oriented, and 
we appreciate his dedica-
tion,” Robinson said.

The judges that helped 
review the applications for 
the scholarship chose Lari-
more as a deserving appli-
cant. Larimore accepted 
the scholarship in the pres-
ence of Rio Grande County 
Commissioners, his flight 
instructor Bill Shoen and 
his family.

Outside of scholarships, 
CSOC provides training 
and resources to peace offi-
cers throughout Colorado.

“Peace officers know the 
dangers of the job when 
choosing this career. The 
profession requires hard 

work and long hours, with 
risk of injury and death 
looming daily. Officers are 
at high risk for suicide, 
divorce, post-traumatic 
stress syndrome and sub-
stance use disorders be-
cause of repeated exposure 
to high-stress, life-threat-
ening situations. These 
first responders do this 
important work anyway. 
They show up each day be-
cause the rewards of serv-
ing their communities can-
not be measured.

“CSOC works to ensure 
these peace officers have 
the best professional train-
ing available, helping to 
reduce the dangers and 
mitigate the personal risks 
inherent in the profession 
as they serve their commu-
nities.”

RGC Sheriff’s Office awards 
scholarship through CSOC

Rio Grande County 
Commissioners along 
with Rio Grande 
County Sheriff Anne 
Robinson presented 
Cayden Larimore 
with this year’s 
County Sheriffs of 
Colorado scholarship 
on May 8. Larimore 
was accompanied by 
his family.

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell
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increase from 59 percent 
to 79 percent. That’s a 20 
percent increase in gradu-
ation. That’s significant.”

Martinez explained 
that ninth-graders are 
three to five times more 
likely to fail a class than 
any other year. For every 
“F” a student receives, 
they are 30 percent less 
likely to graduate. 

“This is really a big, big 
push to make sure that 
we’re catching these stu-
dents before they fail and 
making sure that they 
have the tools they need 
to graduate from high 
school.”

In a year with a very 
tight budget, Rep. Mar-
tinez and Sen. Simpson 
were able to get $2 mil-
lion for the program. 

HB24-1249 “Tax Credit 
Agricultural Steward-
ship Practices”, another 
bi-cameral, bi-partisan 
bill, provides  “Tax cred-
its for ag producers, 
farmers and ranchers 
for agricultural practices 
that employ good stew-
ardship,” Martinez says, 
“such as increasing soil 
health, improving water 
efficiency, providing more 
diverse ecosystems, rota-
tional crops, planting cov-
er crops, using integrated 
livestock grazing on crop 
land and range improve-
ment.”

Depending on what 
practices ag producers 
put into effect, the tax 

credit can yield signifi-
cant financial benefits, 
ranging from “$15 per 
acre up to $150 tax credit 
per acre for    producers 
who employ at least three 
of the practices with a 
maximum tax credit 
of $300,000 in a single 
year.”

Rep. Martinez also 
shepherded passage of 
HB24-1461. Legislation 
that “cleans up” Marti-
nez’s prison education 
bill that passed last year. 
“We corrected some con-
flicting statutes,” he says. 

In another “really, re-
ally big plus”, HB24-1048 
will allow veterinarians 
to provide telehealth ser-
vices. The bill, “Provid-
ing Veterinary Services 
Through Telehealth”, was 
another one of Martinez’s 
bi-cameral, bi-partisan 
pieces of legislation. 

“This came out of the 
year-long Agriculture, 
Water and Natural Re-
sources Committee,” 
he said. “Once a veteri-
narian has established 
care, which can happen 
by something as simple 
as vaccines for compan-
ion animals or checking 
herds, he or she will then 
be able to provide vet-
erinarian care over the 
phone,” he says. “This 
will really help people. 
Instead of having to load 
livestock or drive long 
mails for more remote lo-
cations, regulations are 
loosened up to allow vets 
to provide services via 
telehealth.”   

A much-needed bill for 

potato growers, SB24-
137 “Planting of Uncerti-
fied Potatoes” addresses 
the highly concerning Y 
virus which is having a 
negative impact on potato 
farmers. 

Sponsored and intro-
duced early in the session 
by Rep. Martinez and 
Sen. Simpson, SB24-237 
requires that uncerti-
fied potato seed stock be 
tested and approved by 
the certifying authority of 
Colorado before planting.

“This was the infamous 
potato bill that’s coming 
straight from the produc-
ers in the Valley where 
there’s a big Y virus 
outbreak that has been 
happening the last few 
years. The virus prevents 
seed growers from selling 
their seeds internation-
ally because they have to 
be under a certain per-
centage of Y virus con-
taminant in their seed. 
This bill requires that, in 
order to plant uncertified 
potatoes, a potato grower 
must submit the uncerti-
fied potato seed stock for 
testing and have the cer-
tifying authority approve 
the potatoes for planting. 
The grower must also en-
sure the uncertified po-
tatoes are no more than 
one generation removed 
from certified or qualified 
parent potatoes and sub-
mit the uncertified potato 
seed stock to the certify-
ing authority for testing.”

This virus has led some 
growers to stop producing 
seed altogether until this 
virus can be gotten un-

der control. By requiring 
testing, we can hopefully 
eradicate the potato virus 
that has been impacting 
these farmers to a great 
extent.” 

Other legislation SB24-
168 “Remote Monitoring 
Services for Medicaid 
Members” calls for reim-
bursing Medicaid for tele-
health remote monitor-
ing for outpatient clinical 
services, such as glucose 
monitoring.

Introduced and spon-
sored by Martinez and 
Simpson, the bill increas-
es access to key health 
care services in rural ar-
eas or areas with a short-
age of primary care pro-
viders. Increasing health 
care access is a priority 
that has shown up in leg-
islation passed by both 
lawmakers over the past 
two years. 

Other legislation ad-
dresses reimbursement 
for mobile homeowners 
after the property has 
been sold for taxes, which 
required the creation of a 
task force to take on what 
turned out to be a com-
plex issue. Martinez also 
sponsored legislation for 
“re-vitalization” of a spe-
cial Colorado Ag license 
plate.

“All in all, it was a pret-
ty successful session,” 
Rep. Martinez said, end-
ing with a laugh.

Rep. Martinez, who is 
coming up on the end of 
his first term in office, 
has declared his inten-
tion to run for re-election 
to the house legislature. 

most affected by any 
given issue.

I will not make false 
promises, but I can give 
you my word, if you elect 
me as County Commis-
sioner, I will continue 
this listening, learning, 
and improving every 
day for as long as I have 
the honor of serving. I 
will always ask myself 
how I can do better to-
morrow. 

I will attend CGFOA 
government finance 
courses to learn as much 
as I can about fiscal re-
sponsibility on the coun-
ty level so that I can 
most efficiently manage 
your tax dollars.

I will make myself ac-
cessible and available to 
hear your concerns and 
ideas for the duration of 
my service.

No doubt, I will make 
mistakes. Then I will 
look to my community 
to inform me, and I will 
course correct. 

I am 47 years old, and 
I am intimately aware 
of the challenges that 

young families are fac-
ing here today. Raising 
healthy children, put-
ting food on the table, 
honoring the old ways 
while adjusting to an 
onslaught of changes. 
This perspective is in-
valuable and necessary 
for us to prepare for 
the future in Saguache 
County. 

Lastly, my experience 
and track record of serv-
ing on the municipal 
level have more than 
prepared me for the lo-
gistical, fiscal, and pro-
cedural aspects of the 
job. I hit the ground run-
ning the day I decided to 
run for County Commis-
sioner, and I won’t quit 
until my time is up. 

I will give this every-
thing I’ve got, and you 
will know that your 
voice matters.

Vote Adam Kinney 
Our County, Our Fu-

ture
To provide equal 

time to the candidates, 
the Valley Courier 
has extended an offer 
to incumbent County 
Commissioner Tom Mc-
Cracken, to offer voters 
a similar statement.

Economic Development 
Committee (EDC), came 
to the San Luis Val-
ley on Wednesday for 
a first-ever, in-person 
tour of the area prior 
to holding a regularly 
scheduled Economic De-
velopment meeting.

The visit, facilitated 
and hosted by the San 
Luis Valley Develop-
ment Resource Group 
(SLVDRG), started off 
with a presentation by 
Matt Prince, General 
Manager of the Colo-
rado Pacific Rio Grande 
Railroad. The recent 
purchase of the railroad 
by the Soloviev Group 
has resulted in re-vi-
talizing railroad opera-
tions, including (but far 
from limited to) the goal 
of improving targeted 
railroad crossing and 
installing some very 
costly but high priority 
crossing lights in vari-
ous parts of Alamosa 
County.

The day’s visit con-
cluded with a festive, 
standing room only din-
ner at the Friar’s Fork 
where specific members 
of the community were 
invited to sit down and 
break bread with state 

officials, most of whom 
were visiting the San 
Luis Valley for the first 
time. 

Sarah Stoeber, execu-
tive director of SLVRDG, 
addressed the crowd, 
not only welcoming OE-
DIT and EDC to the re-
gion but also speaking 
about the importance 
of including agriculture 
in all discussions, not 
only because of the im-
portant role it plays in 
the history and culture 
of the area about also in 
recognition that agricul-
ture is the primary driv-
ing force of the Valley’s 
economy.

In special recognition, 
she also introduced 
those in attendance to a 
small but mighty group 
of high school students 
from Monte Vista’s Fu-
ture Farmers of Ameri-
ca program, who genu-
inely impressed the 
crowd with their confi-
dence in speaking to a 
large group and delight-
ful sense of humor.

“If you ever need to get 
a job done well,” Stoe-
ber said after the group 
sat down, “make sure to 
include someone who’s 
been involved with FFA. 
They are some hard-
working people.”

Eve Lieberman, OE-
DIT executive director, 

also took a moment to 
make a few comments 
about the purpose of vis-
iting the San Luis Val-
ley, praising the area 
for its rich cultural di-
versity and history and 
stating it was “meaning-
ful to have people on the 
ground, making connec-
tions and building rela-
tionships that will last 
into the future.”

Alamosa County Com-
missioner Lori Laske 
told the Valley Courier, 
“I really enjoyed speak-
ing with staff from OE-
DIT and learning about 
the incredible programs 
they have. I know we al-
ready have two business-
es in the valley – Adams 
State and SLV Health – 
that are involved in En-
terprise Zone projects. I 
was just amazed to learn 
about programs I knew 
nothing about and look 
forward to exploring 
more possibilities in the 
future.” 

asbestos and lead-based 
paint the market closed 
pending cleanup.

The Acequia Institute 
was founded in 2006 by Dr. 
Devon Pena who taught at 
Colorado College for many 
years and is now on the 
faculty at the University of 
Washington. The organiza-
tion is a non-profit founda-
tion that supports environ-
mental food and justice. 
The Move Mountains 
Youth Project is part of the 
institute and is a leader-
ship program that incor-
porates art, entrepreneur-
ship, community action, 
and respect for the Earth.

Under the leadership of 
Dr. Devon Pena, the store 
is being renovated and re-
cently had a specialized 
contractor, Adept Solu-
tions of Colorado Springs, 
work on removing lead-
based paint and asbestos. 
With the help of the Colo-
rado Department of Public 
Health and Environment’s 
Brownfields Revolving 
Loan Fund, the Acequia 
Institute, which is work-
ing on behalf of the market, 
received a grant on May 14 
for $200,416. The grant will 
cover the cost of asbestos 
abatement and lead-based 
paint and mold removal, 
making it possible for the 
market to reopen this sum-
mer.

“As the only full-service 
grocery store in San Luis, 
Colorado, the reopening 
of San Luis Market will 
help ensure Coloradans 
in the valley have access 
to healthy food in a safe 
store, and I am glad the 
state could provide a grant 
to help reopen this commu-
nity landmark,” said Gov-
ernor Jared Polis.

“We’re committed to sup-
porting disproportionately 
impacted and underserved 
communities in Colorado,” 
said CDPHE’s Hazardous 
Materials and Waste Man-
agement Division Director, 
Tracie White. “The Colo-
rado Brownfields Revolv-
ing Loan Fund transforms 
properties, and helps small 
businesses, like the San 
Luis Peoples Market, keep 
their community healthy 
by providing essential ser-
vices.”

In a recent tour of the 
market, Pena laid out his 
vision for the store which 
will offer as many local 
products as possible, some 
will come from the nearby 
181-acre farm owned by the 
institute. As part of that lo-
cal branding, the market 
is now called the San Luis 
Peoples Market. The vision 
is to turn the market into a 
community food co-op. Due 
to the hazardous mate-
rial renovations underway, 
this reporter was allowed 
a brief glimpse of the mar-
ket-to-be.

Pena is focused on nutri-
tion, “When we bought the 
market it had hundreds of 
cans of Campbell’s soup, 
and we still have them and 
we won’t be selling them.” 
We will be stone-grinding 
tortillas, we have heirloom 
bolita beans and we just re-
ceived new drought lentils 
to grow.”

Pena is also starting a lo-
cal chapter of the mutual 
aid society, “Sociedad Pro-
tección Mutua de Traba-
jadores Unidos. The society 
was founded in 1900 to pro-
tect Hispano workers from 
discrimination and provide 
loans, unemployment aid, 
and funeral assistance. The 
Concilio Superior building 
that serves as the group’s 
headquarters is undergo-

ing restoration.
The grant from the Colo-

rado Department of Agri-
culture is the second influx 
of funding to the town re-
cently.

The Town of San Luis has 
also recently received a fed-
eral $500,000 — Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA funded through the 
bipartisan infrastructure 
law. The funds are all re-
vitalization-focused, with 
projects ranging from the 
removal of asbestos, mer-
cury, and other hazardous 
materials.

EPA officials were in San 
Luis last month and in an 
interview with the Valley 
Courier, EPA Regional ad-
ministrator KC Becker said 
the grant was made possible 
by working with grant fa-
cilitator JSI International, 
“This is a great thing, they 
have to handle the burden 
of all the federal compliance. 
For these small grants, it is 
hard to apply, you need a 
full-time person to do the pa-
perwork. With this, you can 
reach smaller communities. 
I love it, we can get dollars 
all over the place.”

The San Luis Peoples 
Market said it plans to host 
a grand reopening ceremo-
ny during Santa Ana Fies-
ta days, which falls on the 
last weekend of July.

Courier photo by John Waters

Lynette Ramirez, (left to right) and Dr. Devon Pena from 
the San Luis Peoples Market are joined by Kathy Ben 
from Adept Solutions as they discuss the progress being 
made to remove hazardous materials from the market. 

Photo from the Denver Public Library Digital Collections

In 1857, Jose Dario Gallegos opened Gallego’s Mercan-
tile in San Luis. Generations later, it had a name change 
to the R&R Market. Today the store is called the San Luis 
Peoples Market. In this 1876 photo, customers gather in 
front of the market with a horse-drawn carriage. 

Courtesy photo

The Alamosa High Class of 2024 in this photo taken on Tuesday, where it 

all started, back at Alamosa Elementary. According to the school, this is an 

incredible class of seniors with three Boettcher Scholarship finalists and 10 

students who graduate with a 4.0 GPA. Congratulations to all the graduates. 

The Alamosa High School graduation is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, at 

9 a.m. 

Class of 2024 is 
ready to graduate
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Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

Low clouds pro-

vided a near full sky 

cover as we arrived 

at the slightly damp 

Elk Creek Trailhead 

on Thursday, May 

16. We hoped and 

prayed for the rain 

to hold off as we 

discussed the prom-

ise of a break in the 

clouds that was fore-

cast for later. The 

green Forest Service 

uniforms worn by 10 of us lent an of-

ficial atmosphere to the coming work-

day. As it should. In about an hour, we 

would be joined by over fifty students 
from the Centauri eighth grade class, 

and we needed to look like we were in 

charge! 

Mrs. Keys and other eight grade 

teachers had approached the Conejos 

Peak Ranger District’s Recreation Staff 

Officer to discuss a Service Project for 
the students to conduct. At the site, 

Jeremiah Martinez introduced himself 

to the students and allowed the Forest 

Service staff to introduce themselves 

and provide information on what we do 

as stewards of their public lands. The 

increasingly fidgety crowd of high en-

ergy kids were then given a thorough 

safety briefing and advised of what we 
were planning to accomplish that day. 

They set right to work just as the sun 

broke through the clouds. With a focus 

on communication and group develop-

ment skills, the students separated 

into eleven groups and eagerly began 

installing new manufactured fire rings, 
breaking down the existing rock fire 
rings and dispersing the rocks to keep 

the area safe for vehicles. As it always 

should be when out in the woods, trash 

pick was also a priority. 

Most groups immediately dispersed 

to scattered locations in the roadside 

meadow as another group was as-

signed to provide them with the tools 

and supplies they needed. Rocks were 

eagerly piled into the small skid steer 

to take them away from the sites. The 

melodic clanking resonated across the 

entire meadow lending a construction-

like atmosphere to the scene. Rakes 

and shovels swiftly removed the ash 

Courtesy of Rio Grande National Forest

Centauri eighth-graders watch as Forest Service personnel demonstrate how to in-
stall a fire ring.

Centauri 
eighth-graders 

‘Hard Work’ 
Service Project

and debris from the old rings. In true 

teenager form, the students made im-

promptu games and competitions as 

they hauled very heavy bags of debris 

to the dump trailer. There was lots of 

laughing. 

The groups were given the decision 

space to determine the precise loca-

tions the fire rings would be installed. 
Once decided, they then dug the holes 

for the mounting pins. Reeling back 

from the dust, the concrete sacks were 

dumped in the holes and the students 

then carefully mixed the water in and 

set the pins. One final check with the 
level and the topsoil was scraped back 

over to cover the remainder of the open 

hole. 

I was there only as an observer and 

photographer. I had to work fast to 

visit that many groups of enthusiastic 

kids several times as they progressed 

through the project. The adult group 

leaders were amazingly patient as 

they quietly encouraged the students 

to work as a group, solve problems and 

complete their tasks. But complete 

them they did, and fast! 

Some of the kids had been to the Elk 

Creek area before but, some had not. 

Regardless, we could easily tell that 

the students really appreciated being 

outside that day. One girl even didn’t 

want to go onto the bus for lunch, say-

ing “can’t we stay outside?” That is 

definitely a win for us outdoor people! 
It was a special experience for many, 

and the Ranger District couldn’t be 

more pleased. A lot of hard work was 

done that morning, and we believe it 

Editor, 
I am writing this letter to voice my 

full support for Adam Kinney in his 

endeavor to become Saguache Couty 
Commissioner for District 1. Having 
interacted with Adam on several occa-

sions, it has been refreshing to see a 
bright, young man, full of energy and 
enthusiasm, seeking to help move Sa-

guache County forward as a commis-
sioner. Knowing that Adam has been 
involved in the Crestone town council 
for the past 20 years, he has knowl-
edge not only of governmental func-
tions, but also of the fiscal challenges 
that the county faces.  Adam is a great 
communicator, and more importantly, 
he is a great listener. I feel that Adam 
will be very transparent in his deal-
ings with his constituents in District 
1, as well as all citizens of Saguache 
County. 

Having been the Sheriff of Saguache 
Couty for three terms, I understand the 
challenges that our county commission-
ers face. It is exciting to see new inter-
est in our representation on the Sagua-
che County Commission. Adam Kinney 
is up to the challenge, and I solicit your 
support for Adam’s endeavor to become 
Saguache County Commissioner from 
District 1. 

Mike Norris 
Saguache County Sheriff retired 

Everybody needs 
some comedy some-
times. And my 
home has its share!

I used to house 
a cockatiel named 
Pretty Bird whose 
personality was 
LOUD.  He was 
my alarm clock 
when the sun rose 
over the Sangres.  
All day, he’d watch 
neighborhood birds flirt outside the win-
dow; sometimes he tickled his beak in the 
brass bell or he’d sit where he could slip 
his head into a cardboard roll and listen 
for feedback—a little like SETI listening 
for the stars feedback.  One day, he jumped 
from his gym atop his cage to my hat.  The 
hat hung upside down and looked like a gi-

ant cup.
As I turned back around, my feathered 

friend was hidden in the cup of the hat.  
When I looked again, he poked his head 
up and eyed me.  “Good morning pretty 
bird,” he said. Then he ducked out of sight.  
Again, he lifted his head above the rim; and 
“Come here right now,” chimed out.  He did 
this again and again.  It was a hide-and-
seek or a “laugh about.”

Sometimes we don’t know how smart our 
dogs are. Lena, my brown cocker spaniel, 
loved Pretty Bird the cockatiel very much 
and engaged him nose to nose until a peck 
on her nose moved her paws backwards.  
Lena, short for Thumbelina, could find any 
loose paper when she was left alone. She 
was an automatic shredder!  The only draw-
back was that I collected the shreds with a 
“reach-for-it tool.”  Not even the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation could reconstruct a 

whole document after her shredding game.
Lena sported wide eyes and a stumpy wag 

to let me know she wanted outside.  Once 
the door closed, she jumped on the porch 
bench, and hopped around the whole deck.  
I was puzzled for a long time and wondered 
what prompted the “puppy” mode. Lena 
snatched moths in-flight. (That’s one way 
to supplement her dog food.)  As I watched 
her reactions, I suspected that she lived for 
springtime and those nightly snacks.

Back then, Schroeder was the newest ad-
dition to the family, and he was a rescue 
from the Colorado Cocker Spaniel Rescue.  
He still is bubbly and loving puppy at thir-
teen years old.  He came to our house know-
ing the commands of “sit,” “no,” “come,” and 
he’s learned “shake,” “leave it,” “bring me 
your toy,” and “stay.”  He certainly knows 
how to express his feelings like when he 
dives into my lap and flips around like a 

baby.
Way back when, Schroeder and Lena 

each got their own “chew-bone.”  While one 
gnawed, the other stood on standby; and 
when the one left the bone, the standby 
stole the deal.  One afternoon, they stood 
eye to eye; their tails were wagging, and 
one bone stood between them.  While Schro-
eder engaged Lena’s eyes, he slyly covered 
the bone with his right paw and sneakily 
dragged the bone until it was next to him. 
He scooped the bone up in his mouth and it 
was his, not hers.

I laughed out loud at his cleverness! Yes, 
sometimes our pets are comedians and just 
the prescription to relieve stress.

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college educa-
tor and long-time local columnist. Reach 
her at columnsbynellie.com or email her at 
columnsbynellie@gmail.com.

Comical pets can fix what bothers ya!

was a good introduction to one of the 

aspects of managing your public lands. 

As fun as it was though, one young 

lady exclaimed to me, “this is really 

hard work! I don’t think I’ll be joining 

you Forest people as a job!” I’m still 

smiling from that statement. 

Martinez said “it should go without 

saying, but we are very grateful for 

the opportunity to connect with our lo-

cal youth in this meaningful way. Our 

time and investment are important to 

the stewardship of our national forests 

but equally important to our profes-

sion, is our growth and investment into 

the local communities that surround 

us. We strive to be the best partner 

we can with them, as they are also our 

communities.”

Like many of our employees, includ-

ing Martinez, we all think that some 

of these great young workers just may 

end up working for us. See you in a few 

years! 

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 

Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. As an avid outdoor enthusiast, 

he encourages individual stewardship 

and responsible use of our public lands.

Former sheriff supports Kinney for Saguache commissioner
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Religion

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Wednesday Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
Pastor Jesse Crecone
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Morning Worship
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702
United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00

 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for informa-

tion.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 11:00 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

Hollywood: Church of the masses? Not in this digital world
As the creator of classics 

such as “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life” and “You Can’t 
Take It With You,” director 
Frank Capra 
knew how to 
touch the hearts 
and souls of 
moviegoers.

The self-de-
scribed Christ-
mas Catholic 
took that power 
seriously. “No 
saint, no pope, 
no general, no 
sultan, has ever 
had the power that a film-
maker has,” he once said. 
This was the “power to talk 
to hundreds of millions of 
people for two hours in the 
dark.”

The power of today’s 
digital media is much 
more complex than that, 
said Barbara Nicolosi Har-
rington, a former Catholic 
nun turned screenwriter 
and Hollywood script doc-
tor.

“Hollywood has been the 
church of the masses, but I 
don’t think that’s still true. 
At least, we cannot say 
that movie theaters are the 
sanctuaries they once were 
for most people, especially 
for the young,” said Har-
rington, author of “Behind 
the Screen: Hollywood In-
siders on Faith, Film, and 

Culture.”
When she was young, 

she explained, mainstream 
entertainment “was ev-

erything. Hol-
lywood created 
the images that 
told us what 
was cool and 
what it meant 
to be a success 
and to be loved.”

Now, when 
she talks to 
young people, 
they have a 
completely dif-

ferent relationship with 
mass media. The voices 
and images of Hollywood 
are competing with legions 
of “influencers” who reach 
the masses through omni-
present smartphones.

“There are so many com-
peting screens and so much 
of the content is truly asi-
nine,” she said. Young peo-
ple accept that, but believe 
that they and their peers 
can decide what is true and 
what is false in that digital 
universe. When messages 
hit home, social media ma-
vens then connect users 
with creators, activists or 
networks linked to the con-
tent.

“Kids think they’re in 
control,” said Harrington, 
reached by telephone. “But 
how can you tell what is 

right and wrong if it’s Tik-
Tok and its algorithms that 
decide what you see? ... You 
think that you get to de-
cide what is right for you 
and what voices will guide 
you. But is that true these 
days?”

The big question is 
whether millions of par-
ents, pastors, teachers 
and counselors realize how 
much the balance of power 
has shifted in mass media 
and entertainment. This 
is the question I have been 
trying to address in a Sub-
stack newsletter that I call 
Rational Sheep -- a name 
drawn from the prayers 
in the Orthodox Christian 
baptism rite.

A quarter of a century 
ago, in an essay called “The 
Liturgy of Mass Media,” I 
noted the importance of the 
work of scholar Quentin 
Schultze and a circle of Cal-
vin University researchers 
in their book “Dancing in 
the Dark.”

“Usually adults simply 
ignore youth-oriented popu-
lar art. ... By ignoring youth 
art, however, adults ignore 
the children in their care,” 
they wrote. In the cable-tele-
vision age, one pattern was 
clear: “Instead of watching 
TV with their families, teens 
generally watch it alone 
or in peer groups and talk 

little to their parents about 
their viewing.” All of these 
mass media signals became 
“maps of reality,” provid-
ing “stories, metaphors and 
symbols that explain life 
and suggest responses to its 
quandaries and mysteries.”

Back then, said Schultze, 
reached by telephone, the 
goal was to teach “discern-
ment” to adults and young 
people as they wrestled 
with the mass media forces 
in their lives, trying to put 
what they saw, heard and 
read into “a biblical con-
text” of good and bad, beau-
tiful and ugly.

“Now we feel like we’re in 
the ocean up to our eyeballs 
just trying to find out what 

is happening,” he said. 
“We are dealing with in-
terwoven digital networks 
-- local, national and global 
-- that change and morph 
based on how people use 
them.”

It’s hard to practice dis-
cernment while smart-
phones serve as a “divide 
and conquer” technology 
that divide people of vari-
ous ages into different au-
diences when dealing with 
politics, business, morality, 
education, family life and, 
yes, faith.

“It’s hard to be discern-
ing when you’re not even 
sure what many of these 
messages and symbols 
mean,” said Schultze. 

“Children in our homes 
who are only three to four 
years apart are literally 
growing up in different 
worlds.” While it’s hard to 
know what parents, clergy 
and teachers should be do-
ing, he added, “One thing 
is certain -- you can’t ig-
nore what is happening 
and act like it doesn’t mat-
ter.”

Terry Mattingly is Senior 
Fellow on Communications 
and Culture at Saint Con-
stantine College in Hous-
ton. He lives in Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee, and writes Ra-
tional Sheep, a Substack 
newsletter on faith and 
mass media.

Saturday, May 18, 2024
“After this manner 

therefore pray you: Our 
Father which are in 
heaven, Hallowed be 
your name. Your king-
dom come, Your will be 
done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10 
AKJV)

The world would be a 
better place if we lived 
like those who reside in 
Heaven. Let’s bring a 
little Heaven to earth by 
living for the Lord.
Sunday, May 19, 2024
“Lay not up for your-

selves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust 
does corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and 
steal: But lay up for your-
selves treasures in heav-
en, where neither moth 
nor rust does corrupt, 
and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal:” 
(Matthew 6:19-20 AKJV)

We need to constantly 
examine our priorities. 
What do we treasure the 
most?

Monday, May 20, 2024
“No man can serve two 

masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and 
love the other; or 
else he will hold 
to the one, and 
despise the 
other. You can-
not serve God 
and mammon.” 
(Matthew 6:24 
AKJV)

Who are you serving? 
God knows.
Tuesday, May 21, 2024

“And as Jesus passed 
forth from there, he saw 
a man, named Matthew, 
sitting at the receipt of 
custom: and he said to 
him, Follow me. And he 
arose, and followed him.” 
(Matthew 9:9 AKJV)

It is a privilege to 
have Jesus speak to our 
hearts. When He speaks, 
follow Him.

Wednesday, May 22, 
2024

“Honor the LORD with 
your substance, and with 
the first fruits of all your 

increase: So shall your 
barns be filled with plen-
ty, and your presses shall 
burst out with new wine.” 

(Proverbs 3:9-10 
AKJV)

Are you hon-
oring the Lord? 
If not, you are 
missing out on 

His blessings.
Thursday, May 

23, 2024
“And he said to them, 

Why are you fearful, O 
you of little faith? Then 
he arose, and rebuked the 
winds and the sea; and 
there was a great calm.” 
(Matthew 8:26 AKJV)

Jesus can calm the 
storms of our lives also. 
Let Him speak peace to 
your situation.

Friday, May 24, 2024
“The wicked shall be 

turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget 
God.” (Psalms 9:17 AKJV)

The Lord is the Judge 
of all. Are you ready to 
stand before Him? Don’t 
forget God.



Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on X. 
His handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

Prep baseball
Del Norte at Buena 

Vista (Class 2A Region 8 
Tournament), 10 a.m.

E l l i c o t t  a t  M o n t e 
Vista (Class 2A Region 7 
Tournament), 10 a.m.

Rangely vs. Dawson 
School (Class 2A Region 
7 Tournament at Monte 
Vista), noon

Sanford at Limon (Class 
2A Region 1 Tournament), 
12:30 p.m.

Rangely/Dawson School 
winner vs. Ellicott/Monte 
Vista winner (Class 2A 

Region 7 Tournament at 
Monte Vista), 2 p.m.

Estes Park/Fowler winner 
vs. Del Norte/Buena Vista 
winner (Class 2A Region 
8 Tournament at Buena 
Vista), 3 p.m.

Rye/Ignacio winner vs. 
Sanford/Limon winner 
(C l a s s  2 A  R e g i o n  1 
Tournament at Limon), 3 
p.m.

Prep track and field
Alamosa, Centauri at 

Class 3A State Meet (at 
Lakewood), 8:30 a.m.

Center, Del Norte, Sargent 
at Class 2A State Meet (at 
Lakewood), 8:30 a.m.

Creede, Sanford, Sangre 
de Cristo, Sierra Grande 
at Class 1A State Meet (at 
Lakewood), 8:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Prep girls golf
Alamosa, Monte Vista at 

Class 3A State Tournament 
(at The Olde Course, 

Loveland), 8:30 a.m.

TUESDAY
Prep girls golf

Alamosa, Monte Vista at 
Class 3A State Tournament 
(at The Olde Course, 
Loveland), 8:30 a.m.

THURSDAY
College outdoor track 

and field
Adams State at NCAA 

Division II Championships 
(at Emporia, Kan.), TBA

FRIDAY
College outdoor track 

and field
Adams State at NCAA 

Division II Championships 
(at Emporia, Kan.), TBA

SATURDAY, MAY 25
College outdoor track 

and field
Adams State at NCAA 

Division II Championships 
(at Emporia, Kan.), TBA
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High school 
spring sports 

regular season 
standings

BASEBALL

Class 3A/2A Intermountain League

    League         Overall

Team   W-L  W-L

Montezuma-Cortez  7-1  15-8

Pagosa Springs  4-4  11-10

Bayfield   4-4  7-15
Alamosa   4-4  7-16

Centauri   1-7  8-15

Class 2A Southern Peaks League

    League         Overall

Team   W-L  W-L-T

Monte Vista   11-0  17-3-0

Trinidad   8-2  10-9-0

Del Norte   10-4  11-9-0

Sanford   6-5  12-7-0

Center   4-7  5-15-0

Sargent   5-9  5-15-0

South Park   1-9  3-16-0

Custer County  2-10  2-20-1

Class 1A Southern Peaks League

    League          Overall

Team   W-L  W-L-T

Sierra Grande  4-0  13-3-0

Antonito   2-2  7-9-1

Centennial   0-4  2-10-0

GIRLS SOCCER

Class 3A Intermountain League

    League         Overall

Team   W-L-T  W-L-T

Alamosa   4-1-1  8-6-2

Bayfield   2-1-3  6-7-3
Montezuma-Cortez  1-2-3  3-5-3

Pagosa Springs  0-3-3  6-5-3

Class 2A Southwest League

    League          Overall

Team   W-L-T  W-L-T

Crested Butte  4-0-0  14-2-1

Telluride   3-1-0  5-8-1

Ridgway   2-2-0  7-6-0

Ignacio   1-3-0  1-11-0

Del Norte   0-4-0  1-12-0

Sports briefs
Gym Rat Jam is May 27 at 

Centauri
ALAMOSA – The Third Annual 

Memorial Day Gym Ray Jam will take 
place on May 27 at Centauri High School.

It is a 5-on-5 double elimination 
tournament.

There are six divisions – open men and 
women, high school boys and girls and 
middle school boys and girls.

The tournament is limited to eight 
teams per division. Teams must pre-
register by noon on May 26. No walk-ups 
the day of the event.

The cost is $150 per team. 

Youth baseball/softball deadline 
approaching

The Alamosa Parks and Recreation 
District’s deadline for last chance in 
registering for youth baseball/softball 
is on May 20.

To register go to the web site at www.
alamosarec.com or drop by the rec center 
at 2222 Old Sanford Road.

Volunteer coaches are also needed. If 
interested, contact recreation supervisor 
Don Mendoza at dmendoza@ci.alamosa.
co.us.

All volunteer coaches must attend 
the coaches meeting on May 22 at the 
rec center.

For more details, view the flyer on the 
web site or call the recreation center at 
(719) 589-2105.

Here’s Your 
Sign!

We can fill it for you.

Call Keith or Debbie,

719-589-2553

A good day for Sanford in Day 2 of 
state track

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

second day of the Colorado 
High School Activities 
Association’s state track 
meets took place Friday at 
Jefferson County Stadium 
in Lakewood.

Class 1A
Sanford

Sanford picked up 
several points in the 
Class 1A girls meet. 
Holly McDaniel won the 
triple jump with a leap of 
33-2 ¼, and Erica Miller 
took second place in the 
800-meter run in 2:25.82.

The Lady Mustangs’ 
4x200-meter relay team of 
Ashley Dominguez, Kate 
McDaniel, Bella Peterson, 
and Brooklynn Reynolds 
had a seventh place finish 
in 1:53.79.

The Mustangs also 
scored some points on the 
boys side. The 4x200 team 
of Kaden Cary, William 
Malouff, Tucker Canty, 
and Lincoln Reynolds took 
second place in 4x200 in 
1:34.81, and Canty also 
took seventh in the 800 
in 2:07.18.

The Sanford girls are 
in third place after the 
second day with 31 points. 

They trail Merino with 61 
points and Idalia with 33.

The Mustang boys are 
tied for 17th place with 
11 points.

Creede
Creede entered two 

athletes in the Class 1A 
girls high jump. Jasmine 
Laing tied for fifth place at 
a height of 4-10, and Lila 
Fairchild tied for seventh 
at 4-8.

The Lady Miners are in 
24th place with six points.

Sangre de Cristo
The Thunderbirds had 

only one athlete perform 
on Friday as Brody 
Artaechevarria placed 
11th in the 800 meters in 
2:09.17.

Class 3A
Alamosa

Three Lady Mean Moose 
competed in the Class 3A 
800-meter run. Sarah 
DeLaCerda was the only 
Alamosa runner to score in 
the event as she finished 
in fourth place in 2:17.89.

Also running were 
Elizabeth McQuitty who 
was 10th in 2:21.85, and 
Madeline Castillo who 
was 16th in 2:25.73.

The girls 4x400-meter 
relay team of Kaylee 
G o n z a l e s - M o o r e , 

McQuitty, Castillo and 
Lily Heersink qualified 
for the finals after placing 
ninth in 4:16.10 in the 
preliminaries.

The Mean Moose ran in 
two boys relay teams, but 
did not qualify for finals in 
either of them. The team 
of Chris Brooks, Brant 
Jackson, Jesse Maestas, 
and Brayden Moeller 
finished 14th in the 4x100 
in 44.85 seconds, and 
Jeremiah DeLaCerda, 
Jackson, Cody Williams, 
and Moeller were 14th in 
the 4x400 in 3:34.44.

The Mean Moose are 
tied for 19th with five 
points while the Alamosa 
girls are tied for seventh 
with 16.

In Paralympic events, 
Matthew Hollingsworth 
was seventh in the mixed 
long jump at 11-0, and 
Bethany Pittman was 
10th in the same event 
at 5-4.

Centauri
One Centauri athlete 

was inadvertently omitted 
from Friday’s story. Alyvia 
Norton tied for 11th in the 
Class 3A girls high jump 
at a height of 4-9.

Class 2A
Center

Two Center athletes 
competed in field events 
on Friday.

For the Lady Vikings, 
Ciara Paiz placed seventh 
in the long jump at 15-6 ½.

For the Center boys, 
Andree Meraz was eighth 
in the discus at 127-4.

Center is tied for 29th 
in the girls 2A meet with 
three points, and it is tied 
for 26th in the boys meet 
with two points.

Del Norte
Del Norte concluded its 

time at the state meet as 
Damon Ledford-Vigil tied 
for ninth place in the pole 
vault at 11-9.

The state meet concludes 
today. The first events are 
at 8:30 a.m.

Courtesy photo by Melissa Morrison

Sanford High School’s Lincoln Reynolds runs the 
anchor leg in the Class 1A boys 4x200-meter relay. 
The Mustangs finished second in the race.

Courtesy photo by Mandy Pittman

Alamosa High School’s Sarah DeLaCerda competes 
in distance events for the Lady Mean Moose. 
DeLaCerda finished fourth in the 800-meter run.
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Lifestyle

You've come a 
Lone way, Baby! 
�--

� 

Aspen Hunter 
All the dreams I prayed you'd 
be are all the things you are. 
You were once my little girl 

and now my shining star! 
Love Mom, Richie, Makan, Dad, 
Nikki & the rest of your family!!! 

Just bring in a baby photo, senior photo of your favorite graduating senior, 
a 15-word message and a $25 processing fee to the Valley Courier office 

NO LATER THAN 5:00 pm 
ON THURSDAY, MAY 22 

This special feature will be published on 

Saturday May 25, 2024
Photos may be picked up at the Valley Courier office after the May 27 publication date. 

Clip and bring to the Valley Courier, 2205 State Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101 

I 

DYES! I would like to remember my favorite senior in this special 
keepsake edition of "You've Come a Long Way Baby" which will be 
published in the Valley Courier on Saturday, May 25. I've enclosed a 

baby photo and senior photo message and a $25 processing fee. 

I 
I GRADUATE NAME: ____________ _

I 15 Word Message: ______________ _

I Name: Phone# ' - _--_-_-_-_-_- _- _-___ --_ -_-_-_-_-_-/

You’ve Come a
Long Way, Baby!

ATTENTIONATTENTION Family and Family and
Friends of the Class of 2024!Friends of the Class of 2024!

Photos courtesy of Amy Wetherill

Mineral County Search and Rescue teams trained for swift water emergency response 
at the end of April in preparation for the coming runoff season in the western end of 
the San Luis Valley.

First responders 
urge caution during 

runoff season
By LYNDSIE 

FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY 

– As warmer weather 

comes to the San Luis 

Valley, local law en-

forcement, emergency 

managers and first re-

sponders urge the pub-

lic to use caution on the 

rivers in the Valley and 

to pay attention to swift-

water conditions as the 

runoff season moves to-

ward peak flows.

In an interview with 

Valley Publishing, Min-

eral County Sheriff 

Terry Wetherill, Min-

eral County Emergency 

Manager Clint Leggitt 

and Rio Grande County 

Emergency Manager 

Brian Burrell spoke 

about the coming runoff 

season and gave some 

tips on how to be safe 

while still enjoying the 

rivers around the Val-

ley.

According to reports 

from several agencies, 

runoff levels for the 

2024 runoff season are 

on the lower side but ac-

cording to local officials, 

that does not remove 

the danger of swift wa-

ter and peak river flows 

during this spring sea-

son. “Depending on the 

rate of snow melt and 

any kind of rain on snow 

event, the water levels 

in rivers and tributar-

ies can continue to rise 

though I think we are 

near the peak for the 

year. It is still important 

to use caution while out 

on the river,” said Min-

eral County Emergency 

Manager Leggitt.

As water levels rise, 

more dangers must be 

considered when recre-

ators head out on the 

water. “People need to 

consider bridges. When 

a river is at its peak, 

the height of water rafts 

and bridges must be 

considered. It is also im-

portant to pay attention 

to personal safety de-

vices such as life jackets 

and helmets. If you do 

go overboard or fall into 

the river, make sure you 

know what to do to pro-

tect yourself, such as 

moving into a defensive 

swimming position,” 

said Mineral County 

Sheriff Wetherill.

Though local officials 

are not expecting a high 

runoff year, teams are 

still working to prepare 

for an emergency should 

one arise. At the end of 

April teams with the 

Mineral County Search 

and Rescue conducted 

swift water training 

which included train-

ing with ropes and mock 

rescue. 

“We advise people who 

plan to go out on the riv-

er to always go in pairs 

or if fishing alone, to be 

knowledgeable of how 

to react in case of an 

emergency. If you are 

not experienced, then 

find someone who is 

and have them go with 

you or teach you funda-

mentals. And please, if 

you’re out on the river, 

wear a life jacket,” said 

Wetherill.

In addition to safety 

protocols, it is also im-

portant to be aware of 

floating debris. Trees, 

limbs and other obsta-

cles that can damage 

rafts or cause someone 

to lose balance while 

wading in the river are 

floating through the wa-

ter. Undercurrents can 

be dangerous in deep 

areas when the river is 

moving at peak flows. 

Anyone wanting to 

know more about swift 

water safety can visit 

www.swiftwatersafety-

institute.com to learn 

safety protocols or re-

ceive training. 
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CITATION BY PUBLICATION
NO. 2023-27415

IN THE INTEREST OF BRIDGETTE ARIEL WILLIAMS, MINOR 
CHILD(REN)
IN THE 310TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF HARRIS COUNTY, 
TEXAS
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
TO ANY SHERIFF OR ANY CONSTABLE OF TEXAS OR OTHER 
AUTHORIZED PERSON
TO: UNKNOWN FATHER AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 
RESPONDENT(S)
YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. YOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF 
YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY DO NOT FILE A WRITTEN ANSWER 
WITH THE CLERK WHO ISSUED THIS CITATION BY 10:00 A.M. 
ON THE MONDAY NEXT FOLLOWING THE EXPIRATION OF 20 
DAYS AFTER YOU WERE SERVED THIS CITATION AND FIRST 
AMENDED ORIGINAL PETITION IN SUIT AFFECTING THE PAR-
ENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP, A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST YOU. THE PETITION OF, ASHLEY CORBIN AND 
BRYAN CORBIN, PETITIONERS, WAS FILED IN THE 310TH DIS-
TRICT COURT OF HARRIS COUNTY , TEXAS, ON THE 20TH DAY 
OF FEBRUARY 2024, AGAINST RESPONDENT, UNKNOWN FA-
THER, NUMBERED, 2023-27415 AND ENTITLED “IN THE INTER-
EST OF’ BRIDGETTE ARIEL WILLIAMS A CHILD (OR CHILDREN).”

THE SUIT REQUESTS FIRST AMENDED ORIGINAL PETITION 
IN SUIT AFFECTING THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP.  THE 
DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH OF THE CHILD (CHILDREN) WHO 
IS (ARE) SUBJECT OF THE SUIT NAME: BRIDGETTE ARIEL WIL-
LIAMS, SEX: FEMALE; DOB: 01/12/2014; PLACE OF BIRTH: ALA-
MOSA, COLORADO.
“THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS SUIT TO ENTER ANY 
JUDGMENT OR DECREE IN THE CHILD’S (CHILDREN’S) IN-
TEREST WHICH WILL BE BINDING UPON YOU INCLUDING THE 
TERMINATION OF THE PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP, THE 
DETERMINATION OF PATERNITY AND THE APPOINTMENT OF 
A CONSERVATOR WITH AUTHORITY TO CONSENT TO THE 
CHILD’S (CHILDREN’S) ADOPTION.”
ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF SAID 
COURT AT HOUSTON TEXAS ON THIS THE 11TH DAY OF APRIL 
2024.  ISSUED AT THE REQUEST OF: VANESSA J. SOLIS-MAD-
UZIA, 15150 MIDDLEBROOK DRIVE, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77058, 
BAR NO # 24034003.  (SEAL) MARILYN BURGESS, DISTRICT 
CLERK, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS, 201 CAROLINE, HOUSTON, 
TEXAS 77002, PO BOX 4651, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77210.  
BY: /S/ MELISSA FORTNER, DEPUTY
No. 3925.
Published in the Valley Courier on April 27, May 4, 11, & 18, 2024.

NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area Agency on Aging for Re-
gion 8 is accepting Request for Proposals (RFP) from both the public 
and private sectors representing both nonprofit and for profit entities 
interested in providing services to people age 60 and older for Fis-
cal Year 2025-2025. Services include: Transportation, Congregate 
Nutrition Services, In-Home Services (Homemaker, Home-Delivered 
Meals, Home Modifications), National Family Caregiver Services 
(support for caregivers). Other avenues of services to older adults will 
also be considered. South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area Agen-
cy on Aging, serves all six counties of the San Luis Valley; Alamosa, 
Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache. RFP packets 
and instructions are available at South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, CO 81101. Completed proposals are due 
to South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc. no later than 5:00 COB, May 
31, 2024. Please mail or deliver proposals to South-Central Colorado 
Seniors, Inc. at P.O. Box 639 or 1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, Colorado 
81101. For more information, please call Monica Wolfe, Director, 719-
589-4511.
No. 3935.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 21, 
22, 24, 25, 28, 29, & 31, 2024.

Request for Proposal (RFP)
Auditor Services

Introduction:
The Town of Crestone is seeking proposals from qualified firms to 
provide auditing services for fiscal years 2022-2024. The selected au-
ditor will be responsible for conducting a comprehensive audit of the 
Town’s financial statements in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards.
Scope of Work
The selected auditor will be expected to perform the following tasks:
- Conduct an audit of the Town’s financial statements in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards.
- Review internal controls and make recommendations for improve-
ments, if necessary.
- Provide a management letter outlining findings and recommenda-
tions.
- Assist in the preparation of required financial reports and state-
ments.
- Any other tasks deemed necessary for a comprehensive audit.
Proposal Submission:
Interested firms are invited to submit their proposals by email. Pro-
posals should include the following:
- Firm profile, including relevant experience and qualifications.
- Proposed audit approach and methodology.
- Proposed timeline for completion of the audit.
- Fee schedule and estimated total cost.
- References from past clients, preferably in the public sector.
PO Box 64, Crestone, CO 81131, (719) 256-4313, crestonetownof-
fice@gmail.com
No. 3950.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 
31, June 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19, 2024.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
May 15, 2024
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on June 19th, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., at 
the South Fork Community Building, 254 Highway 149, South Fork, 
Colorado, the Town of South Fork Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing on the application for a Conditional 
Use Permit application to allow the owner of 227, 251 and 271 Birch 
Street(Parcels #2133408018, #2133408003 and #2133408015), 
within the Town of South Fork, Rio Grande County, Colorado, to use 
the property for a metal storage buildings for RV storage and house-
hold goods. The property is located in a Commercially Zoned area. 
Any person wanting additional details on the above referenced prop-
erty may review the Conditional Use Permit application at the South 
Fork Town Hall, 0100 Silver Thread Lane, South Fork, Colorado be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Any person may appear at such hearing and present evidence upon 
any matter to be considered by the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion.  Any person unable to attend the hearing and wishing to pres-
ent information pertinent to the application may do so by email to: 
townadminstrator@southfork.org or mail to the address listed below.  
Most Respectfully,
Hank Weber
Town Manager/ Land Use Administrator
Town of South Fork
PO Box 369, South Fork, CO 81154
719-873-0152, www.southfork.org
No. 3952.
Published in the Valley Courier on May 18, 2024.

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTH: I can help 
keep your loved one at 
home. CNA 20+ years 
experience, excellent 
references, reasonable 
rates. 512-293-1448. 
(5/21/24)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/24/24-monthly)

TOWN OF CENTER 
is accepting applica-
tions to fill 2 positions 
i n  t h e i r  U T I L I T Y 
DEPARTMENT. Ap-
plicant should possess 
knowledge and skills 
in all aspects of high 
voltage power lines, gas 
systems, water distri-
bution, and sanitation. 
Applicant should accept 
duties of construction, 
repair, maintenance, and 
operation of these sys-
tems. Applicant must 
also have a valid driver’s 
license and be able to 
operate trucks, backhoe, 
and other equipment 
in the performance of 
these duties. The du-
ties also included are 
heavy manual labor and 
utilization of a large va-
riety of hand tools. Some 
experience is preferred 
and continued training 
will be provided. Sal-
ary:  $19 - $22 per hour 
depending on Experi-
ence. Generous Benefits 
Plan: 100% Employer-
Paid Health Insurance, 
Competitive dental, vi-
sion, and life insurance 
plans, Generous PTO 
vacation earnings, Up to 
3% match for retirement 
IRA’s and Half-Day Fri-
days. Applicant must 
also have the ability to 
interact with custom-
ers and possess good 
communication skills. 
Applicant must also pass 
a background check and 
pre-employment drug 
testing. The candidate 
will also be subject to 
random drug testing 
upon hiring per CDOT 
regulations. CDL license 
preferable but not re-
quired. The application 
deadline is June 7, 2024. 
(6/7/24)

NOW HIRING: PUB-
LIC WORKS ASSIS-
TANT. Job Descrip-
tion: A Public Works 
Assistant is an on-call, 
PART-TIME position 
with no benefits, su-
pervised by the Public 
Works Superintendent. 
The Public Works As-
sistant assists the Public 
Works Superintendent 
to service the sewer 
system, water system, 
roads and bridges, drain-
age, buildings, parks, 
Town properties, and 
cemetery.  Requi red 
Knowledge, Qualities, 
Skills, And Abilities: 
Working knowledge of 
the language, principles, 
methods, materials, and 
equipment common to 
municipal public works 
repairs and maintenance 
of parks, roads, grounds, 
and buildings. Ability 
to operate and main-
tain small snow removal 
equipment, mowers, and 
a variety of power and 
hand tools. Ability to 
establish and maintain 
effective working re-
lationships with Town 
officials and employees, 
representatives of other 
agencies and organi-
zations, and members 
of the community. Re-
quired Education, Train-
ing, And Experience: A 
valid Colorado driver’s 
license or equivalent, 
and high school diploma 
or equivalent. Previous 
experience in a parks 
or public works depart-
ment preferred. All ap-
plicants should fill out 
an application (located 
at http://townofcrestone.
colorado.gov/) to submit 
along with a resume and 
cover letter to crestone-
townoffice@gmail.com. 
(6/19/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for the 2024-25 
school year for (1) CEN-
TAURI HIGH SCHOOL 
MATH TEACHER. Ap-
plicants must hold a cur-
rent Colorado Teaching 
License or be able to 
obtain proper endorse-
ment. Applications are 
available at the District 
Administration Office, 
17887 US Hwy 285, LA 
JARA, CO 81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com. Sub-
mit application to the 
central office or email 
to rmccarroll@north-
conejos.com. Position is 
open until filled. EOE. 
(5/25/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for the 2024-25 school 
year for (1) CENTAU-
RI MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MATH TEACHER. Ap-
plicants must hold a cur-
rent Colorado Teaching 
License or be able to 
obtain proper endorse-
ment. Applications are 
available at the District 
Administration Office, 
17887 US Hwy 285, LA 
JARA, CO 81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com. Sub-
mit application to the 
central office or email 
to rmccarroll@north-
conejos.com. Position is 
open until filled. EOE. 
(5/25/24) 

SARGENT EARLY 
LEARNING CENTER 
(SELC) is hiring for 
a LEAD TEACHER 
beginning in the fall of 
2024. Lead teacher sala-
ry begins at $22,000 per 
year depending on expe-
rience and PDIS level. 
The lead teacher must 
hold a minimum of a 
level 2 in PDIS and 
must have the ability 
to be flexible, open to 
learning, and to take on 
new tasks/problems as 
they occur. He/she must 
also be able to pass the 
CBI/FBI/TRAILS back-
ground checks. Benefits 
include paid holidays, 
sick pay, vacation time, 
and a simple IRA. Learn 
more about the SELC 
at https://sargentear-
lylearning.wixsite.com/
selc/programs. To apply, 
please send a letter of 
interest and resume to 
sargentearlylearning-
center@gmail.com. Po-
sition open until filled. 
(5/28/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks ap-
plicants for a STRUC-
TURAL TRADES I 
position in the ASU 
FACILITIES SERVIC-
ES DEPARTMENT. 
Starting salary for this 
position is $3,484 per 
month. For application 
or more information, 
please see https://www.
a d a m s . e d u / h r / e m -
ployment/. AA/EOE. 
(5/28/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is cur rently accept-
ing applications for an 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT in the 
MIDDLE SCHOOL and 
HIGH SCHOOL. Skills 
should include a knowl-
edge of Excel, an ability 
to learn technical ap-
plications/systems for 
reporting, and highly 
organized. NCSD of-
fers a competitive sal-
ary with a $915 health 
benefit monthly. Appli-
cations may be picked 
up at North Conejos 
School District Central 
Office or downloaded 
on the district website 
at www.northconejos.
com. Applications may 
be submitted to the cen-
tral office or emailed 
to rmccarroll@north-
conejos.com. Position is 
open until filled. EOE. 
(5/25/24)

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting 
applications for HIGH 
SCHOOL GUIDANCE 
COUNSELOR. Inter-
ested applicants must 
be certified/licensed in 
counseling. NCSD of-
fers a competitive sal-
ary with a $915 health 
benefit monthly. Appli-
cations may be picked 
up at North Conejos 
School District Central 
Office or downloaded 
on the district website 
at www.northconejos.
com. Applications can 
be submitted to the cen-
tral office or emailed 
to rmccarroll@north-
conejos.com. Position is 
open until filled. EOE. 
(5/25/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting 
applications for an EL-
EMENTARY SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR. Inter-
ested applicants must 
be certified/licensed in 
counseling. NCSD of-
fers a competitive sal-
ary with a $915 health 
benefit monthly. Appli-
cations may be picked 
up at North Conejos 
School District Central 
Office or downloaded 
on the district website 
at www.northconejos.
com. Applications can 
be submitted to the cen-
tral office or emailed 
to rmccarroll@north-
conejos.com. Position is 
open until filled. EOE. 
(5/25/24)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
t ions for HS ASST. 
BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
COACHES (2 posi-
tions). The salary for 
these positions will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Extra Duty Sal-
ary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website – Em-
ployment Opportunities 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by experi-
ence at time of hire. 
Applications may be 
submitted through our 
online employment ap-
plication https://www.
pirates.monte.k12.co.us/
employmentopportuni-
ties, by May 29, 2024 
or until the positions 
are filled. For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996. (6/5/24)

A M E R I C O R P S 
PATHWAYS NAVI-
GATOR .  L O CA L , 
well-respected non-
profit agency seeking en-
thusiastic individual to 
coordinate and support 
AmeriCorps members 
serving with the Rural 
Alliance for Dignity. 
No AmeriCorps experi-
ence necessary. On the 
job training and pro-
fessional development 
provided. This position 
will specialize in re-
cruitment, placement, 
and guidance for Ameri-
Corps members serving 
in small non-profit or-
ganizations throughout 
SOUTHERN COLO-
RADO. They will work 
with La Puente’s team to 
provide career pathway, 
logistical and project 
support for our local 
cohort of AmeriCorps 
Members. Join our dy-
namic team of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of helping others. 
Qualifications: interest 
in non-profit organiza-
tions, ability to travel, 
relationship skills, or-
ganizational, and writ-
ing skills. $41 - 45k/yr/
benefit package. Send 
resume:  La  P uente 
Home, P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO  81101, 
719 233-2673   www.
lapuente.net  Email: hr@
lapuente.net (6/19/24)

THE SLV LANDFILL 
is accepting applications 
for a TEMPORARY 
LANDFILL LABOR-
ER/BACKUP EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Maintain landfill prop-
erty, pick up trash, and 
be a backup equipment 
operator. Position open 
until filled. $16.00 to 
$17.00 per hour, 32 to 
40 hours week. Appli-
cations can be emailed 
to Kim at officeman-
ager@slvlandfill.com 
or returned at the of-
fice. Download the ap-
plication at slvlandfill.
com. (6/5/24)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is seeking an ELEMEN-
TARY TEACHER for 
the 24-25 school year. 
Applicants must possess 
a Colorado Teaching 
License or be eligible 
to apply for one. Salary 
schedules are available 
on the district website. 
Please submit a district 
application, resume, 
cover letter, and tran-
scripts at https://www.
southconejos.com/page/
how-to-apply. (6/5/24)

$24.00

4$25
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

HEATING & GAS

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

WE’RE HERE 
TO EARN

YOUR TRUST 
ONE DELIVERY 

AT A TIME!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

All Major Brands of Kitchen 
& Laundry Appliances
• Trained and Certified 

Technicians

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

Steve Copley 

Sr. Project Manager, E.I.T.

Classifieds

AUCTION

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Last Saturday of the month 

from. April 27 until November 
30. At the Community Building 

next to. Quality Timbers on 
Hwy. 285. Taking consignments 
on Fridays. Sale starts at 10:00 

am. Lunch available.

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

CONSTRUCTION

FREE ESTIMATES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Classifieds

ELECTRICAL

719-480-5638
Summitelectrical1@outlook.com

DEL NORTE HIGH 
SCHOOL is seeking a 
qualified SECONDARY 
BUSINESS TEACH-
ER. We are seeking an 
experienced, hardwork-
ing and enthusiastic 
teaching professional to 
join our dynamic, and 
vibrant team. Appli-
cants must have a bach-
elor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado 
Teaching License with 
a Secondary Business 
endorsement. Please 
submit your applica-
tion, resume and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy 
at ahardy@ur tigers.
co or call Mrs. Hardy at 
(719) 657 – 4020.  Appli-
cations can be accessed 
online at www.urtigers.
co. (6/15/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting 
appl icat ions for LA 
JARA ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.  
Applicants must have 
a principal license/cer-
tification or be in the 
process of obtaining 
one.  NCSD offers a 
competitive salary with 
a $915 health benefit.  In-
terested applicants may 
download an application 
at www.northconejos.
com or pick one up at 
North Conejos School 
District Central Office.  
Applications may be 
submitted to Superin-
tendent Darren Edgar at 
dedgar@northconejos.
com or delivered to the 
NCSD Central Office.  
Application deadline is 
Monday, June 3rd at 4:00 
p.m. (5/29/24)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accepting 
applications for HIGH 
SCHOOL GUIDANCE 
COUNSELOR.  Inter-
ested applicants must 
be certified/licensed in 
counseling.  NCSD of-
fers a competitive sal-
ary with a $915 health 
benefit monthly.  Ap-
plications may be picked 
up at North Conejos 
School District Central 
Office or downloaded 
on the district website 
at www.northconejos.
com. Applications can 
be submitted to the cen-
tral office or emailed 
to rmccarroll@north-
conejos.com. Position is 
open until filled. EOE. 
(5/18/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service 
and single health insur-
ance benefits. Apply 
now to become part of 
our dynamic district 
as we are now accept-
ing applications for the 
position of ELEMEN-
TARY TEACHER, for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or such alter-
native as the Board of 
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the District 
Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/
employment- oppor-
tunities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442. Application 
Deadline: Until Position 
is Filled. EOE. (6/12/24)

THE CSU SAN LUIS 
VALLEY RESEARCH 
CENTER in CENTER, 
CO seeks a full-time, 
salaried w/benefits OP-
ERATIONS SPECIAL-
IST to provide research 
and farm operations sup-
port in the field, shop 
and office. Require-
ments include combined 
education and experi-
ence in field crop pro-
duction. Apply online 
by 05/19/2024 for full 
consideration at https://
jobs.colostate.edu/post-
ings/143937. CSU is an 
EO/EA/AA employer 
and conducts back-
ground checks on all fi-
nal candidates. (5/18/24)

MAINTENANCE AS-
SOCIATE:  LOCAL, 
W ELL -R E SPECT-
ED non-profit agency 
hiring a PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE AS-
SOCIATE. Responsi-
bilities include varied 
landscaping, grounds 
keeping and mainte-
nance/repair projects, 
special projects, support 
for Maintenance Super-
visor and maintenance 
team. We’re looking 
for a motivated, values-
driven individual with 
experience in mainte-
nance and repair and 
excellent interpersonal 
skills. Initiative essen-
tial; training and support 
provided. Join our staff 
of dedicated profession-
als and learn the joys 
and satisfaction of serv-
ing others. $18.00 hourly 
wage, 21 hours a week. 
Send resume: hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909, 
ext238. www.lapuente.
net (5/29/24)

ASSISTANT DIREC-
TOR OF LA PUENTE 
SHELTER. Local, well-
respected non-profit 
agency seeking individ-
ual to provide leadership 
as Assistant Director of 
La Puente Shelter. This 
position will supervise 
staff and assist clients 
with navigating the ex-
perience of homeless-
ness.  Shares respon-
sibility of daily shelter 
responsibilities with the 
Director, including on-
call.  Join our staff of 
dedicated professionals 
and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of helping 
others.  Requirements: 
Strong organizational 
skills, management ex-
perience, group facilita-
tion, crisis management, 
oral/written communi-
cation skills.  $45,000 
to $50,000 DOE, full 
benefit package.  Send 
resume, request job 
description: La Puente 
Home, P.O. Box 1235, 
ALAMOSA, CO  81101, 
Email: hr@lapuente.net 
(5/24/24)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is looking 
for candidates to fill 
the position of BUD-
GET ANALYST within 
the BUSINESS AND 
FINANCE DEPART-
MENT. You can apply 
https://adams.wd1.my-
workdayjobs.com/en-
US/ASU/details/Bud-
get-Analyst_R188. We 
look forward to hearing 
from you. If you have 
any questions please 
reach out to our Human 
Resources department 
719-587-7990. (6/8/24)
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Classifieds

737 - RECREATIONAL

VEHICLES

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

525 - 

GUNS

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

345 - 

WOOD

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

341 - GARAGE 

SALE

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

630 - ROOMS 

FOR RENT

611- HOMES 

FOR RENT

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

SAGUACHE COUN-
TY ANNOUNCES 
an Opening for A Full-
Time EMERGENCY 
MANAGER. Job re-
sponsibilities include 
- Maintaining an in-
tegrated emergency 
management system 
for Saguache County 
including mitigation, 
preparedness, response 
and recovery projects. 
Manage budget, grants 
and accounting for the 
Office of Emergency 
Management. Promote 
training opportunities, 
monitor NIMS compli-
ance, plan and execute 
exercises and take cor-
rective action. Work 
with State, Regional 
and Federal agencies 
to ensure coordinated 
disaster planning and 
response. Job require-
ments: Incident Com-
mand System experi-
ence, high school diplo-
ma or equivalent; bach-
elor’s degree preferred. 
Minimum three years 
of related experience in 
emergency response or 
management if possible, 
and a valid Colorado 
driver’s license. In ad-
dition to the starting 
salary rate of $55,000/
yr., the County Em-
ployee benefit package 
includes vision, dental, 
and health insurance 
coverage, paid time off, 
and a generous 401a re-
tirement plan.  Prospec-
tive employees applying 
with Saguache County, 
please note that the cho-
sen candidate will be 
required to submit and 
pass a pre-employment 
drug screening, which 
will include testing 
for marijuana use and 
criminal background 
check, before being 
hired.  Applications and 
a complete job descrip-
tion are available at 
the Saguache County 
Administration Office, 
505 3rd Street, PO Box 
100, SAGUACHE, CO  
81149 – 719-655-2231 
or on the Saguache 
County website – sa-
guachecounty.colorado.
gov.  Completed ap-
plications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to 
Saguache County Ad-
ministration – at the ad-
dress listed above, sent 
by email to wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.
gov, or faxed to 719-
655-2635. Application 
Deadline: Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024, at 3PM. 
Saguache County is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (5/21/24)

SAGUACHE COUN-
TY ANNOUNCES 
An Opening For A 
F u l l -T i m e  HOUS -
ING DIRECTOR. Ex-
perienced individual 
sought for the position 
of Housing Director for 
the Saguache County 
Housing Authority. Re-
sponsibilities include 
being the management 
agent for two apartment 
complexes owned by 
the Saguache County 
Housing Authority. Ap-
plicants must possess 
professional office and 
interpersonal skills, 
property management 
experience, and a high 
level of initiative.  The 
star ting salary will 
be $55,000 per year 
depending on experi-
ence.  A valid Colorado 
Driver’s license is also 
required. In addition 
to the starting salary 
rate of $55,000/yr., the 
County Employee ben-
efit package includes vi-
sion, dental, and health 
insurance coverage, 
paid time off, and a 
generous 401a retire-
ment plan. Prospective 
employees applying 
with Saguache County, 
please note the chosen 
candidate will be re-
quired to submit and 
pass a pre-employment 
drug screening, which 
will include testing 
for marijuana use and 
criminal background 
check, before being 
hired. Applications and 
a complete job descrip-
tion are available at 
the Saguache County 
Administration Office, 
505 3rd Street, PO Box 
100, SAGUACHE, CO  
81149 – 719-655-2231 
or on the Saguache 
County website – sa-
guachecounty.colorado.
gov.  Completed ap-
plications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to 
Saguache County Ad-
ministration – at the ad-
dress listed above, sent 
by email to wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.
gov, or faxed to 719-
655-2635. Application 
Deadline: Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024, at 3PM. 
Saguache County is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (5/21/24) 

JT TIMBER FALL-
ING is hir ing LOG 
TRUCK DRIVERS. 
Class A CDL. Start-
ing at $25/hr ($37.50/
hr Overtime). Great 
benefits are available. 
Home every night and 
based out of BLAN-
CA, COLORADO. Call 
719-379-4066 or visit 
JTTimber.com to apply. 
(6/12/24)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
& MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the 2024-2025 School 
Year. Qualifications; 
Must hold a valid State 
of Colorado Teacher’s 
License or such alter-
native as the Board of 
Education may find ap-
propriate and accept-
able. Applications can 
be found on the Dis-
trict Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(6/12/24)

PUBLIC HOUSING 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
SUPERVISOR. The 
HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY of THE CITY of 
ALAMOSA is hiring 
for the position of Main-
tenance Supervisor. 
Qualifications include 
a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration 
and or a minimum of 
3-5 years of business 
and supervisor experi-
ence. Knowledge in 
residential and/or com-
mercial building trades, 
good communication 
sk i l ls,  exper ienced 
with tools, machinery, 
and equipment, man-
age maintenance de-
partment, repairs, and 
capital improvements 
for multiple properties, 
manage supplies, tools, 
and equipment, ability 
to qualify as an HQS 
inspector, basic com-
puter skills, maintain 
records, physical abil-
ity to perform required 
duties. The Alamosa 
Housing Authority of-
fers a competitive sal-
ary and benefits. Mini-
mum salary starting 
at $65,520.00. Letter 
of intent, resume, and 
references should be 
submitted to (or mailed 
to) 213 Murphy Drive.  
, Co. 81101 by May 
24, 2024. Equal (Op-
portunity Employer) 
(5/25/24)

ALAMOSA COUN-
T Y A S SE S SOR’S 
O F F I C E  i s  s e e k-
ing a DATA ENTRY 
CLERK. This job re-
quires data entry skills 
and working knowledge 
of the Assessor’s Office 
to ensure accurate prop-
erty data is generated 
to maintain complex 
records.  Responsibili-
ties include: Working 
independently or in 
a team setting, entering 
deed transfers (land 
splits/combination and 
replats of parcels into 
database), entering ad-
dress changes into the 
computer system, an-
swering phones and 
assisting the public at 
the front counter, cop-
ing maps, daily mail 
runs, participating in 
professional training, 
and perform all other 
duties as required by 
the County Assessor.  
$17.00-$19.00 per hour, 
full time, full benefits. 
Backg round check 
and drug screening re-
quired. Applications 
may be obtained online 
at www.alamosacounty.
org. Inquiries may be 
directed to humanre-
sources@alamosacou-
nty.org. (5/25/24)

A RT  T I M E  DAY 
STAFF needed at LA 
P U E N T E  H O M E . 
Need Mature, dynamic, 
compassionate people 
that are able to deal 
with all types of clients. 
Must be able to work 
weekends. Must be at 
least 21+. Bilingual pre-
ferred. Looking for the 
unique applicants who 
will be a part of an 
awesome team of indi-
viduals helping others. 
Beginning pay is $15.00 
per hour. 20 hours per 
week available with 
the option to pick up 
more. Join our staff of 
dedicated professionals 
and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of helping 
others. Send your re-
sume to hr@lapuente.
net. (5/22/24)

THE BRIDGE AT 
ALAMOSA has a PER-
SONAL CARE PRO-
VIDER position avail-
able. Please come by 
The Bridge at Alamosa, 
3407 Carroll Street, 
right next to Wal-Mart, 
to apply. (5/21/24)

LOOKING FOR A 
rewarding and fulfilling 
career? Are you a posi-
tive, self-motivated in-
dividual? Consider a ca-
reer with the MONTE 
VISTA HEAD START. 
FISCAL OFFICER is 
responsible for the fiscal 
management and fiscal 
reporting to the Office 
of Head Start and the 
Grantee Board. Must 
be proficient in Quick-
Books and Microsoft 
off ice applications. 
Qualifications are: Ex-
perience in business or 
fiscal management, BA 
accounting, Business 
Management, or related 
field. Salary between 
$47,000 and $52,000 
depending on education 
and experience. Year 
round position, 5 weeks 
paid holidays breaks, 
10 hours sick/vacation 
per month, simple IRA, 
HSA account available. 
For more information, 
you may contact the 
director at director@
mvheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. Positions 
opened until f i l led. 
(5/22/24)

J O B  O P E N I N G : 
FULL-TIME MAIN-
TENANCE / JANI-
TORIAL position. Re-
sumes can be dropped 
off at Sacred Hear t 
Church office, 726 3rd 
Street, ALAMOSA or 
email to Admin@Sa-
credHeartAlamosa.org. 
(5/22/24) 

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT has the fol-
lowi ng  COACH E S 
P O SI T IO NS  o p e n 
for the 24-25 season: 
HS FOOTBALL; MS 
F O O T B A L L ;  H S 
W R E ST L I NG;  HS 
VOLLEYBALL; MS 
VOLLEYBALL; AS-
SI ST  P O SI T IONS 
for HS coaching also 
open. Send inquiries/re-
sumes to Mr. Stagner @ 
Stagnerb@valley.k12.
co.us or call 719-655-
2578. (5/28/24)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT has the follow-
ing openings for the 24-
25 school year: KIN-
DERGARTEN, K-12 
ART, MS SCHOOL 
TEACHER, HS ELA, 
HS SO C I A L SC I-
E NC E S,  K-12  PE, 
HS SCIENCE, K-12 
PRINCIPAL. Send in-
quiries/resumes to Mr. 
Stagner @ Stagnerb@
valley.k12.co.us or call 
719-655-2578. (5/28/24)

POLICE OFFICER 
FOR the MANASSA 
POLICE DEPA RT-
MENT, must be POST 
certified. Please pick 
up application at the 
Tow n Ha l l  du r i ng 
business hours; Mon-
day- Wednesday 8-4. 
(5/25/24) 

THE CITY OF MON-
TE VISTA is accept-
ing applications for a 
SEASONAL PARKS 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER. This posi-
tion is approximately 
16 weeks, 40 hours/
wk. Dut ies include 
mowing, trimming, wa-
tering parks and trash 
pickup. Wage is $16.00-
$17.00 per hour. Appli-
cations and job descrip-
tion are available at 
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or pickup/
return applications to 
the City of Monte Vista, 
Human Resources, 95 
West First Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO. 81144. Open 
until filled. (5/31/24)
P OTATO WA R E -
HOUSE IN CENTER 
IN NEED OF WORK-
ERS. There are SEV-
ERAL POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Hours 
8:00 am-??? Competi-
tive wages. Please in-
quire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO. 
(6/5/24)

SHIPPING CLERK 
NEEDED for a POTA-
TO WAREHOUSE in 
CENTER, CO. Hours 
are generally 8am-6pm 
Monday thru Friday, 
and possibly a few 
hours Saturday morn-
ings. FAMOUS soft-
ware experience and 
knowledge a must. Sal-
ary is negotiable. Please 
inquire at MOUNTAIN 
KING SPUD GROW-
ERS, 1090 South Miles 
Street, Center, CO or 
email resume or appli-
cation to tluna@mtnk-
ing.com. (6/5/24)

3 SEASONS YARD 
SERVICE. Call 719-
588-1183. (6/1/24)

SPRINKLER RE -
PAIR & INSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/24/24-monthly)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 bales, various quali-
ty and pricing. 719-850-
8917. (5/29/24-monthly)

GA R AG E  SA L E : 
SAT U R DAY 18t h, 
8am to 3pm. 1417 Ross 
Ave; inside the back 
house. Baby clothes & 
antiques. (5/18/24)

YARD SALE: FRI-
DAY 5/17 & Saturday 
5/18, 8am, 702 9th 
Street, ALAMOSA. 
(5/18/24)

YARD SALE:  1 Prin-
cess Ann, ALAMOSA. 
5/18, 8am-2pm. Cloth-
ing / Formals $20; 
Cr a f t i ng,  Jewel r y, 
Antiques, and more. 
(5/18/24)

YARD SALE: SAT-
URDAY, May 18th – 
8:00-4:00. 6925 Juni-
per Lane, ALAMOSA 
(across from the KOA). 
(5/18/24)

P E C A N  W O O D 
CHUNKS for sa le. 
Great  for  smok ing 
meat! 719-588-1183. 
(6/1/24)

R E G I S T E R E D 
B L A C K  A N G U S 
BULLS For Sale. Low 
pap scores, calving ease 
and grove, OLDEST 
A NGUS H E R D i n 
COLORADO. Smal-
ley’s Angus. 719-588-
4664 or 719-378-2459. 
(6/4/24)

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & RANCHERS. 
Show special. Seal leak-
ing stock tanks, ponds, 
or reservoirs with BEN-
TONITE. 719-580-
6652. (5/24/24)

MUST SELL: 6’X10’ 
enclosed STORAGE 
TRAILER. 7’x10’ very 
LOW TRAILER. Small 
ARC WELDER. New 
3” Skill BAND SAW. 4” 
BELT SANDER. Men’s 
Carbondale BICYCLE. 
2” black powder mortar. 
BEAVER pelts. Some 
LEATHER. Some AR-
CHERY. Trophy white 
tailed HEAD MOUNT. 
Craftsman RIDE ON 
LAWN MOWER. 719-
850-1032. (6/4/24)

2 RECLINERS $150. 
Bissell PET SHAM-
POOER $50. Call 719-
376-2384. (5/24/24)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
Rent in DEL NORTE:  
Remodeled 800 sq. ft. 
corner unit in a quaint 
and well-maintained 
four-plex. Pets and 
smokers are not per-
mitted. $800/mo., in-
clusive of water and 
sewer. Please call 719-
850-0750. (5/25/24)

FOR RENT IN DEL 
NORTE: Remodeled 1+ 
BEDROOM, 3/4 BATH 
unit in a quaint and 
well maintained four-
plex. Pets and smok-
ers are not permitted. 
$700/mo., inclusive 
of water and sewer. 
Please call 719-850-
0750. (5/25/24)

MODERN & SPA-
CIOUS APARTMENT 
for Rent in PRIME 
CRESTONE LOCA-
TION. Welcome to your 
new home! Nestled in 
the heart of Crestone, 
this beautifully ap-
pointed apartment of-
fers both comfort and 
convenience in every 
square foot. Key Fea-
tures: Location: Prime 
Crestone location, of-
fering easy access to 
local amenities and at-
tractions. Size: Approx-
imately 1,250 square 
feet of living space. 
Rent: $1600 per month 
(inclusive of electricity, 
trash disposal, propane, 
sewer, and water servic-
es). Deposit: $500 (plus 
first and last month’s 
rent). Pets: Unfortu-
nately, no pets allowed. 
Application Process: 
All potential tenants 
are required to undergo 
an interview and back-
ground check. Schedule 
a Viewing: Don’t miss 
out on this opportunity 
to call this apartment 
home! Contact us today 
to schedule a viewing 
and start the applica-
tion process. PO Box 
64, Crestone, CO 81131; 
(719) 256-4313; crest-
onetownoffice@gmail.
com (6/19/24)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

THREE BEDROOM, 
ONE bath in ALA-
MOSA. One car garage, 
PETS NEGOTIABLE. 
719-588-5303. (5/25/24)

FOR RENT IN DEL 
NORTE: Remodeled 2 
BEDROOM, 1 BATH 
home on a corner lot. 
Near biking/ hiking 
t ra i lhead. Pets and 
smokers are not per-
mitted. $875/mo. Please 
ca l l  719-850- 0750. 
(5/25/24)

2 STORY HISTOR-
I C  R E N OVAT E D 
4 BEDROOM, 2. 5 
BATH. Appl iances 
furnished. Deck, shop, 
garage, large fenced 
in backyard. Excellent 
neighborhood; 416 2nd 
Ave., MONTE VIS-
TA. $1850/month, plus 
utilities. Yearly lease; 
available 6/1/24. Con-
tact 719-852-5101 or 
719-852-5350. (5/28/24)

ON E N ICE F U R-
NISHED ROOM, close 
to downtown ALA-
MOSA.  New carpet & 
paint.  $525 monthly, 
utilities included & free 
wifi.  Must have $1K 
per month verifiable in-
come.  References re-
quired. 720-436-5550. 
(5/21/24)

AWESOME GRADU-
ATION GIFT! NIS-
SAN MURANO SE 
2003, V6 3.5L, dual 
exhaust. AWD, Sun 
Roof, Leather & Heated 
Seats, to name a few. 
Extremely Well Main-
tained; mechanically 
& cosmetically (have 
the invoices to back it 
up). Garage Kept. Only 
2 owners. $5,000. Text 
or call 719-369-4941. 
Must see & drive to ap-
preciate! She’ll love it! 
(E-TFN)

2 0 0 4  A L L E R G O 
BUS: 40’; sleeps 6; 3 
slides; 400 Cummings; 
7K wat t  generator. 
$75,000. 719-580-2735. 
(5/29/24)
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 DEAR ABBY: My mom 
always catered to my dad 
when I was growing up. I 
was left to pretty much raise 
myself. Their drinking and 
social life were their priori-
ties. I ended up pregnant at 
16 and married to an abu-
sive 21-year-old man, and I 
was divorced at 17. 

 After that, I was on my 
own. Mom never helped 
other than writing an 
occasional check so my 
situation wouldn’t become 
her problem. She always 
blamed Dad for her absence 
in my life and my kids’ lives, 
so when he died suddenly 
four years ago, I foolishly 
thought we’d finally have 
this great relationship.

 Since his death, Mom’s 
focus has been on trying 
to find a new man and 
hanging out with anyone 
who will party with her. 
Because she’s financially 
secure, they end up taking 
advantage of her. If I try 
to talk to her about it, she 
gets angry and defensive, 
which is her go-to when 
confronted with anything. 

 Mom has had a stroke 
and has many health is-
sues. When I get the call 
that she needs help, I take 
off work, do whatever I can 
to help and get her well 
again, only for her to go 
back to her selfish ways. 

 Am I wrong for feeling 
that it’s not healthy for 
me to continue this cycle? 
I tried to get her to see a 
counselor. She went to one 

session and quit because 
she didn’t like the things 
they were saying. She 
hates the truth and bends it 
regularly to fit her agenda. 
Any advice would be ap-
preciated. -- BROKEN IN 
ILLINOIS

 DEAR BROKEN: Your 
mother’s health problems 
are going to continue. If 
the time off from work you 
have been taking is having 
a negative financial impact 
on you, you will have to 
weigh whether trying to 
please your self-centered 
mother (and possibly in-
heriting whatever is left of 
her estate when she passes) 
or concentrating on your 
career is more practical 
for your own future. I can’t 
make that decision for you. 
She has the money to hire 
someone if she needs help. 

 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band has a 36-year-old 
daughter from a one-night 
stand. For the last two 
years, she has been want-
ing to meet his family, 
aunts, uncles. She has met 
them all except for our own 
children -- her half-siblings. 
Our children are adults and 
don’t want a relationship 
with her. She wasn’t part 
of their life when they were 
growing up, and now she’s 
calling their father Dad. 

 I feel awkward as well, 
knowing my husband knew 
about her and wanted noth-
ing to do with her when she 
was younger. His family 
has accepted her and is 

pressuring our children to 
accept her and let her hang 
out. Are we wrong for not 
wanting to act like one big 
family? -- AWKWARD IN 
TEXAS

 DEAR AWKWARD: If 
there is a victim in this 
scenario it is the daugh-
ter your husband denied 
for so long. Although the 
situation isn’t something 
you are thrilled with, the 
young woman IS a part of 
the family. This isn’t the 
1950s. The circumstances 
of her birth are not a reason 
for her to be ostracized. 

 Point out to your chil-
dren that their half-sister 
IS a relative, and they 
should give her a chance. 
If they do, they may be 
pleasantly surprised to 
find that they have things 
in common. 

Woman pays high emotional 

cost trying to help mother
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Lifestyle

From the 
Librarian’s 

Desk
By MARIA KRAMER
ALAMOSA — New 

books are always coming 
in at the Alamosa Public 
Library! Here are 10 of 
our most intriguing ar-
rivals. For more informa-
tion, or to have a book 
reserved for you, check 
alamosalibrary.org or call 
719-589-6592.

Fantasy
The Void by Neen Co-

hen
Kiera has never felt 

like she belonged in her 
normal life. Then, an 
otherworldly storm pulls 
her from the real world 
into Skyran - a world of 
dragons and flying cities. 
In this new world, Kiera 
must figure out who to 
trust, who the enemy is, 
and who she really is her-
self.

Fiction
• Death Row Restau-

rant by Daniel Gonzalez
Disenchanted flight 

attendant Dave circles 
the globe looking for “au-
thentic” experiences. One 
day, he stumbles across a 
very strange restaurant - 
housed in the San Quen-
tin gas chamber, staffed 
entirely by serial killers. 

• Finding the Way by 
Cindy Burkart Maynard

In the year 1250 AD, at 
the foot of the Pyrenees, 
young Amika is jailed as 
a witch. A sympathetic 
priest saves her life and 
frees her, but imposes 
one condition - she must 
take a pilgrimage on foot 
across the Camino de 
Santiago. Along the way, 
Amika will encounter 
hardship, danger, fear…
and her future.
Nonfiction
• Sensory Crystal Heal-

ing by Amaris
Would you like to ex-

perience crystals in a 
completely new way, us-
ing sight, hearing, touch, 
smell and taste to tap 
into the healing energies 
of the Universe? Welcome 
to Gem Sorcery, a sensory 
approach to crystal work 
that connects you with 
the Universal Conscious-
ness.

• Beyond Domestica-
tion by George Knight

“Rewilding” is about 

New arrrivals at the 
Alamosa Public Library

restoring natural pro-
cesses and wilderness ar-
eas - with an emphasis on 
recreating an area’s un-
cultivated state. “Beyond 
Domestication” takes it 
further by looking at how 
people can use rewilding 
tenets to benefit their 
own lives.

• Bones Worth Break-
ing by David Martinez

The Martinez brothers 
were raised to be “good 
boys” in their Mormon 
community, definitely not 
to get high, skateboard 
all night, or get arrested, 
all of which they did with 
zeal. Then their paths di-
verged. 

• The King of Diamonds 
by Rena Pederson

The thrilling story of a 
brazen, uncatchable jew-
el thief who roamed the 
homes of Dallas high so-
ciety during the Swinging 
Sixties. He tiptoed into 
the homes of millionaires 
to conduct thefts while 
they were hosting par-
ties. He hid in their clos-
ets. He climbed trees and 
crept across rooftops with 
gymnastic skill. Scotland 
Yard, Interpol and the 
FBI were all on his trail - 
but he was never caught. 
Who was The King of Dia-
monds?

• Mortal Secrets by 
Frank Tallis

In Mortal Secrets, 
Frank Tallis brilliantly 
illuminates Sigmund 
Freud and his times, tak-
ing readers into the mind 
of one of the most influen-
tial thinkers of the twen-
tieth century, chronicling 
the evolution of psycho-
analysis and opening up 
Freud’s life to embrace 
the Vienna he lived in. 

Romance
Under the Light of a 

Texas Moon by Lanae Joy
Genelle Golden moves 

to the Southwest seek-
ing to restart her life, but 
when her plans to stay 
with family fall apart, she 
finds herself living in her 
car. Desmond Wright is 
an ex-military man deal-
ing with an entitled adult 
daughter and his mother. 
Together, will they find a 
new beginning?

Science Fiction
Three Grams of Else-

where by Andy Giesler
Bibi Cain, a powerful 

empath with a troubled 
past, has withdrawn from 
the world and tries to find 
peace in a technophobic 
retro life. Then, a series 
of murders committed by 
empath-controlled killer 
drones shakes North 
America, and Bibi is 
drawn into an investiga-
tion he wants nothing to 
do with.

Courtesy photo

Valley artist GiGi Douglas and Moffat School art teacher Rachael Kellum, (in back-
ground) guide students from the Moffat Consolidated School District in painting a 
mural on May 16. Today, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Douglas and students from the Cres-
tone Charter School invite the public to join them in painting a mural at the Crestone 
Town Park. Music and free food will be available. Dress for painting and have fun.

Crestone Town Park 
mural painting is today


