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Shorts

VBS at Gateway
Church June 10-14

DEL NORTE - Vacation Bible
Schoolwith the theme of The Great
Jungle Journey will be from 6 to
8:30 p.m. June 10-14 at Gateway
Church, 975 Grande Ave., Del
Norte.

Registration is at 5:30 p.m. For
more information, call 719-580-
0638.

Creede Arts
Council to host
Music in the Park

on June 9

CREEDE - The Creede Arts
Council’s first free public Music
in the Park concert is on Sunday,
June 9, between 2 and 4 p.m. at
Basham Parkin Creede. CAChosts
soul-Americana and roots-rock
musician Lucky Overton.

According to CAC, “Overton
wraps his smoky pipes around
little gems of country and soul.
Overton’s cadence and music
conjure the storytelling of Robert
Earl Keen. Overton is a musical
mutt who touches on many
respected peers without getting
pigeonholed into being the “next”
somebody”

Cash prizes for top
floats at Stampede

parades

MONTE VISTA - The top
floatsin the 2024 Ski-Hi Stampede
parades will receive cash prizes.
The Ski-Hi Stampede parades will
be on July 12 and 13 in downtown
Monte Vista. The theme for this
year’s parade is “Heroes Among
Us”

Absolute Shine donated $1,500
that will go to the first-place float;
SLV Auto Repair donated $1,000
that will go to the second-place
float; and Pepper Equipment
donated $500 that will go to the
third-place float.

Registration forms can be picked
up at Finer Blessings, 730 1st Ave.,
Monte Vista. The Ski-Hi Stampede
Committee is organizing the
parades.

The 102nd annual Ski-Hi
Stampede kicks off with a concert
on July 11, featuring Wynonna,
followed by three days of PRCA
action on July 12, 13 and 14. For
more information, visit online
www.skihistampede.com.
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Young Voices set for two Valley concerts

CONTRIBUTED

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Young
Voices of Colorado Choir, under the
direction of Jena Dickey, founder
and artistic director, will sing at the
Center United Methodist Church at
its 9 a.m. worship service and at the
United Methodist Churchin Alamosa
atits 11 a.m. service.

The publicisinvited to attend these
musical performances.

The choir, now in its 33rd season,
Please see CONCERTS on Page 7A

Young Voices of Colorado Choir
will perform at the United
Methodist Church in Center and
at the First United Methodist
Church in Alamosa on Sunday,
June 9.
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was held on May 30.

By MARIE MCCOLM

- Photo by Marle Mccolm

The Crestone Food Bank has opened at a new location next to the Baca Grande Library on County Road T
in Saguache County. The food bank is open on Thursdays from 3 to 5:30 p.m. A ribbon-cutting ceremony

Crestone Food Bank opens
in new location

May 30, in Crestone. Approximately in its new location right next to the

CRESTONE — There was plenty 30 people attended the grand Baca Grande Library in Crestone.
of cause for celebration on Thursday, openingof the Crestone Food Bank  Please see FOOD BANK on Page 7A

Colcha embroidery class held at Saguache County Museum

By MARIE MCCOLM

SAGUACHE — On Sunday, June
2, the Saguache County Museum
held a free Colcha embroidery class
for the public.

Pre-registration was encouraged
but not required to attend the class.
Some of the finest Colchaembroidery
artists from around the Valley
attended the class. They were there
to teach people the art of Colcha
embroidery. Approximately 30 people
were at the event.

The class was funded entirely by
a Traditional Folk Arts Grant from
Colorado Creative Industries. Each
person who attended was given a
cloth tote bag that contained strands

of yarn, a large needle, a threader, a
small pair of scissors and a flat burlap
canvas to embroider on. There were
six tables laid out for people to sit,
and each teacher went from table to
table to help participantslearn abasic
Colcha stitch.

Theintroduction to the class began
with the Colcha embroidery teachers
introducing themselves and showing

oft some of their works of art. Many
Please see COLCHA on Page 4A

About 30 people attended an
introductory class on Colcha
embroidery at the Saguache
County Museum on June 2.

Photo by Marie Mccolm
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www.TruelLocalBank.com

Many activities
planned for

Crestone’s
Fourth of July

By MARIE MCCOLM

CRESTONE — Crestone’s Fourth
of July celebration will be here before
you know it. This year’s celebration
is sure to go out with a bang, with
many festivities and fun packed into
one day and night. The celebration
begins early, and goes until 7:30 p.m.

The theme for the big event this year
is, “Freedom in Unity.” According to
Nick Nevares of Mountainside Realty
the theme is meant to highlight the
necessity for everyone to put aside
their differences and come together
to continue to make Crestone an
outstanding place to live.

The festivities begin at 8 a.m. with
a 5K run, followed by a parade at 12
p.m. According to Nevares, this year’s
Grand Marshall for the parade is
Crestone’s Eden Elderberry. Nevares
stated that Elderberry has made
many contributions to the Crestone
community. Notably Elderberry is a

Please see FOURTH on Page 7A

Looking for a mevw AG lenndenrs

Chad and Lee are both lifelong farmers/ranchers and have vast experience both in the field and in the office. We have a lending team and support systems for.your opera!lon whether:it’s Cow/Calf, HayChickens-. whatever.your.operation demands, we,can help

Please call us today! Chad - 719-657-4550 - Lee - 719-657-4553
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OBITUARIES

John David Gimlin, 51, died in his
homein Lakewood, Colo., May 2024.
JohnwasbornJuly11,1972,in Monte
Vista, Colo. He was a graduate of Del
Norte High School in 1990. He went
on to earn his Bachelor’s degree in
Journalism from the University of
Northern Coloradoin 1995. Hisfinal
year of college John was the editor
of the UNC Mirror, the student-run
newspaper.

John was a resident of Littleton
for many years before moving to
Lakewoodthreeyearsago. Hisworking
career began in the construction
industry asa Project Estimator. Later
he became a Real Estate Agent and
most recently he was an employee of
Charter Communications workingas
a Data Analyst.

John was a golfer, fisherman,
outdoor enthusiast, and professional
sports fan of all teams Denver/
Colorado. Some of his fondest

John Davi

T )

Fan ¥

memories were the time spent at the
Corset Ranch near Del Norte and

with friends Davey Colville, Flavio
Quintana, and Mike Gettman. He
was a constant supporter of his
nephews middle school and high
school athletic events.

John is survived by his brother,
Bryant Gimlin and sister-in-law Cathy

Gimlin

Gimlin of Greeley, Colo.,and hisssister,
Denise (Anne) Gimlin and brother-
in-law Michael Wood, of Nederland,
Colo. Other survivors include nieces:
Michelle Barrera (Brandon), Cori
Gimlin, Carly Erbacher (Mark), and
Morgan Lee, and nephews: William
Grazier (Christy Walker), Richard
Lee Grazier, Captain Jordan Wood
(Caroline), and LTJG Shea Wood.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, Gerald “Jerry” Gimlin and
Dorothy Jordan Gimlin, sister Terry
Lee and many cherished aunts and
uncles.

A memorial service and reception
will be held June 10 at Horan &
McConaty, 9998 Grant St., Thornton,
Colo., at 10 a.m. Inurnment will be
held at the Monte Vista Cemetery
in Monte Vista, Colo., at a date to
be announced. To keep informed of
the dateand details of the inurnment
email anne.gimlin@gmail.com.

Longtime Monte Vista resident
LeolaRoberts, 95, died May 24,2024,
at her home in Monte Vista.

Leola’s life began in Monte Vista,
Colo., on Sept. 5, 1928, the daughter
to Delbert Stillings and Blanche M.
Jones Stillings. She married James
Roberts on Nov. 6, 1949, at the
Christian Church in Monte Vista.
They enjoyed over 63 years until his
death in 2012.

She was as member of the Order
of Easter Star for over 59 years, and
a part of Beta Sigma Phi for over 72
years,and amember of the Daughter’s
of the American Revolution.

Leola is survived by her son
Edward Roberts of Monte Vista; her
sister Lorraine Holland of Dallas,
Texas; her granddaughter-in-law
Kelly Roberts of Arvada, Colo.; as

Leola Roberts

well as numerous nieces, nephews,
extended family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband, her daughter
Nancy Roberts, her grandson
Michael Roberts, her siblings:
Charles Stillings, Maurice Stillings,
Lois Barton, and Cynthia Fischer.

Cremation was chosen and a
Memorial Service will be held
Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at the Rogers
Family Mortuary, 404 Morris St.,
Monte Vista. Interment will take
place in the Monte Vista Cemetery.
Contributions are suggested to
Shriners Children’s Hospitalathttps://
donate.lovetotherescue.org, or to
Scottish Rite Foundation of Colorado
athttps://scottishritefoundation.org/
donations/

To leave online condolences,

words of comfort, or tributes for
Blanche’s family, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com.

Stanley Dale Henderson

Stanley Dale “Cowboy” Henderson,
66, died surrounded by family and
his loving fur babies Derby, Moose,
Clifford and Lucky, athis residence in
Del Norte on Saturday, May 25, 2024.
He was born on Jan. 26, 1958, in San
Antonio, Texas, to Daniel “Byrd” and
Beverly Henderson.

His passion was assisting the
firefighters of any community he
ever lived in, and he taught the art of
firefighting at Texas A&M University.
Cowboy was a volunteer firefighter for
DelNorte Fire Departmentfor 10 years.
Prior to Del Norte, he had a combined
career of over 30 years as a firefighter.
During his career as firefighter, he
served in various ranks including

periodsservingas Chiefofthe Seabrook
Fire Department in Seabrook, Texas,
First Assistant Chief for San Leon Fire
Department in San Leon, Texas, and
Chief of the Fire Department at Clean
Harbors in Deer Park, Texas.

He is survived by his child Nathan
Henderson (Brittany), grandson Brad
Henderson, brother, Rob Henderson
(April), sister Laura Denise Brandt,
sister Marie McNamara (Shawn) and
his mother.

He was preceded in death by his
father, and sister Doris Stuart.

A Celebration of Life will be
performed at 955 French St. in Del
Norte, Colo., on June 29, 2024, at
10:30 a.m.

Meet Belinda, a foodie who loves dining out at
The Roast - Craft Coffee & Libations

With our debit card, she earns reward points on every purchase, including
today's delicious smothered burrito.

Sign up now to start earning rewards and redeem them for
amazing experiences! -.

COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS

FDIC

é San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Tom Sanderson

Born on March 29, 1950, in Del
Norte, Colo., Tom Sanderson’s spirit
left his body on May 13, 2024, with
Margaret by his side.

Like his dad, son, daughter, wife
and mother-in-law, Tom was a
Sargent High School graduate. He
went on to earn degrees in computer
programming from Mesa State and
Business Education from Adams
State.

In October of 1972 he married his
high school sweetheart, Margaret
Chisholm. Two children were born
to this union - Ginger Michelle and
Kevin Andrew.

Tom was passionate about riding
mulesinthe mountains. Helearned the
artfromhisdad who kepthim supplied
with ponies or horses beginning at
age three. His last four-legged friends
were his mules, L], Clyde and Penny.
He enjoyed riding Clyde or Penny
on several week-long rides with the
Colorado Mule Riders. Tom felt closer
to God in nature, in the mountains on
one of his mules. He loved to hunt elk
with his friends in Wason Park near
Creede, Colo., and he enjoyed fishing,
particularly at Santa Maria Reservoir
where his dad had water rights and
where Tom carried on that tradition,
hoping to pass that on to his son,
Kevin, who passed on at the age of 42
on April 9, 2021.

He and Margaret raised potatoes
and small grains in the Sargent
Community for 25 years. He was
pleased to have raised their children
on their farm.

Tom had a soft spot for his three
granddaughters. He loved to spend
time with “his girls” and just play.
He loved kids in general and loved
to hold babies!

Tom was a member of Monte Vista
Masonic Lodge No. 73 and served
two terms as master. He was a 32nd
Degree member of the Southern
Colorado Consistory and a member
of AlKaly Shriners. He enjoyed being
a clown and entertaining the kids.
He was a hospital representative for
Shriner Hospitals and held offices in
the local Sand Dunes Shrine Club
multiple times.

Herefereed high schoolfootball for
many years, and women’s high school
and college basketball for 20 years.

He served on the Colorado Potato
Administration Committee, the
Colorado Certified Seed Potato Board

Valley Publishing has an immediate
need in advertising sales (full-time).
Anﬁ sales experience is appreciated
ut will train. Email resume to
General Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

and on the Monte Vista CO-OP board.

Tom especially enjoyed his work
with the Division of Wildlife in Fruita,
Colorado where he managed the
Horse Thief Canyon State Wildlife
Areafor fiveyears. Heraised crops for
wildlife introducing several new crops
to the area that attracted even more
wildlife than before his arrival there.
Deer, quail, turkeys, ducks and geese
increased in numbers, and he was
delighted to be farming for wildlife.
He began instructing Hunters’
Education classes there as well.

Both Tom’s parents, Clifford and
Laura Lee Sanderson, preceded him
in death as did his son, Kevin.

He is survived by his wife Margaret
of 51 years, his daughter Dr. Ginger
(George) Mentz and their three girls,
Madeleine Alexis, Anna Catherine
and Claire Michelle of Colorado
Springs, his sister Betty Brink (Glen
Burns) of Eloy, Ariz., as well as
many extended family members on
Margaret’s side of the family.

Contributions can be made to
Shriners Hospital for Children, 1275
E Fairfax Rd., Salt Lake City, Utah
84103.

Margaret is deeply grateful for the
friends and family who visited or
contacted them during this difficult
time. She so appreciated the kind,
compassionate and efficient care Tom
received while at Evergreen Nursing
Home where he passed.

Cremation has been chosen, and
a Memorial Service will be held
June 7, 2024, at 2 p.m. at the Sargent
Community Church, 6967 County
Road 2 East, Monte Vista, Colo.

Toleave online condolences, please
visit www.RogersFunerals.com.
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

As you know, Miss Trixie and
I arrived safe and sound once
again in Colorful Colorado and
we are glad to be out of that
Texas heat and into this nice
cool weather.

It didn’t take long for Miss
Trixie to get us busy with activities
and just this past week we were
able to score some wild asparagus,
make two trips to Amish Country,
do a Wal-Mart run and have
supper with dear friends.

Not only that but O’ Dutch
crowded in two stints driving the
van for Mountain Man Rafting/
Narrow Ridge Outdoors, sol had
a little money to boot. I really
do enjoy that job as it lets me
be along the Rio Grande River
every day and who can ask for
anything more than that?

Itis kind of along story about
my love affair with the mighty
Rio which all began when I was
6 years old, and our family was
driving through South Fork. I
took one look at the South Fork
River and began to lobby to stay
here to fish that stream.

I don’t know if my begging
and pleading did any good or
maybe my dad, Fast Freddy, was
just ready to stop for the day
but soon we found ourselves in
a cabin on the river and I got
to fish in that clear stream. My
mother’s postcard home to the
grandparents proudly declared
that I had caught six fish my first
time using a fly rod.

The rest is history, I suppose,
as we began coming here every
summer to vacation and cool off.
This year marks 61 years that
OI Dutch hasbeen fishing these
wonderful streams and hiking
the beautiful forests.

My dream was always to live
here in the mountains and so
when I retired at 52 years old,
I moved here permanently and
have not looked back since.
That isn’t the only milestone
being marked this year as Miss
Trixie and I celebrate 12 great
years together - although she
may want to downgrade a few
of those to mediocre.

It’'s been a real blessing to
be in such a wonderful place.
I encourage you to get outside
this summer as much as you can
and enjoy God’s creation.

And don’t forget all the other
activities coming up such as
Creede Bingo on Monday nights,
the South Fork city garage sale,
the Creede Ladies Aid sale,
the Amish dinners and Amish
auction, the Farmers Market in
South Fork, Logger days and
the list goes on and on and on.

Let the fun begm

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

O’ Dutch has been fishing
quite a bit. I can report that
they are biting well and taste
wonderful prepared in foil out
on the grill. Miss Trixie, Cooper
and I have been dining regularly
on flakey Rainbow Trout. T hope
you wet your line and get some
for yourself, too.

I have already mentioned
that Mountain Man/ NRO was
already running raft trips and
you really should make it a
priority to get over to South
Fork and take a guided trip on
the Rio.

The water is high, and the
raftingissuperbso callMountain
Man/ Narrow Ridge Outdoors
today at (719) 873-0188 and
schedule your summer fun
while enjoying a 10% discount
through the month of June if
you mention Trout Republic,
OI’ Dutch or Miss Trixie.

They also offer guided
kayaking, stand-up paddle
boarding, rock climbing and
other outdoor pursuits so there
is something for everyone to
enjoy.

And if that is not enough
incentive there is a high
likelihood that Miss Trixie and
maybe even OI’ Dutch will be
driving you to the unloading
spot. Then you can gauge for
yourself what a long-suffering
wonderful person she must be
to put up with O’ Dutch.

Drop a line if you’re bored
and need recommendations for
activity in the area, Miss Trixie
just loves to put people into
motion. Hope to see you soon
enjoying this wonderful state
and all this area has to offer.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his
Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV
or hike daily. His email is Kevin@
TroutRepublic.com. Additional
news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com or on Twitter
at TroutRepublic.

In small towns, bookstores are thr1v1ng

“I love to spend my day in a
bookstore,” said Amy Sweet. She lives
in Red Lodge, Montana, and was
explaining why she and her husband
Brian opened Beartooth Books in her
town of 2,300.

“It was part of the life we wanted —
to live in a small town, walk to work,
and enjoy outdoor adventures and
wonderful people”

She’s not alone. For many of the
same reasons, bookstores have been
opening in small Western towns, said
Heather Duncan, executive director of
the Mountains & Plains Independent
Booksellers Association.

Since2020,morethan100bookstores
have opened in her region, which
extends across 14 states ranging from
Texas to Montana and from Nebraska
to Nevada.

One reason for the phenomenon,
said Amy Sweet, is that “people are
proud of their town, our local history.
Itsallapackage, and thebookstore gets
to be part of that”

The success of such a low-tech
enterprise mightsurprise people. “Lots
of first-time customers come in and
say, Tthoughtbookstores were dying,”
Brian Sweet said.

But he believes that a bookstore is a
perfect complement to today’s culture.
“Abookstore is quiet, peaceful,and yet
mentally stimulating,” he said. “Its not
our devices and incessant TV news.”

Bookstores opening in towns, as
opposedtocities, isatrend throughout
the West, Duncan said. Of her 60
member stores in Colorado, just 17
are in large cities. The rest are in small
towns, smaller cities, or suburbs. In
the Western Slope town of Paonia,
population 1,500, Emily Sinclair
opened Paonia Books a year ago. She
said shelikesexercisingher ownaswell
as local taste, and also enjoys inviting
Western writers to give talks and sign

Beartooth Books

as lower overhead costs”

A strong connection to community,
however, requires work. “We pick
the books one by one,” Brian Sweet
said. “People are surprised to hear
that—some think we just sell whatever
shows up. But I pore over publisher
catalogs, and in a small store, for every
book thatI choose, probably 200 don't
make the cut”

Bookstores in tourist destinations,
suchasBack of Beyond in Moab, Utah,
havealwaysthrivedondeepcommunity
connections. But the current trend
highlights how community is
something best appreciated by full-
time residents rather than visitors.

their new books.

These days,
said Duncan,
bookstores are
becoming more
diverse in both
ownership and
retail model.

“We now have
online-only stores,
pop-up stores,
book buses and
bookmobiles,”
she said. And
new store owners
are often Black,

by John Clayton

Like farmers’
markets,
microbreweries,
bakeries and
outdoor-gear
stores, bookstores
are placesto gather
inperson withlike-
mindedneighbors,
Amy Sweet said.

“Customers
in a bookstore
are friendly and
inquisitive,” she
said. “They come
in to browse and

Indigenous, Hispanic/Latino, or
LGBTQ+. “Diverse-owned stores are
approximately20% ofour membership.
In the past it would have been around
10%.

Locating a bookstore in a rural
communityisarguablyanotheraspect
ofdiversity—andasurprisingstrength.

“Small-townstoreshadamuchbetter
success rate during the pandemic,”
Duncan said, “due mostly to the
support of their communities, as well

talk about books.”

While tech companies are always
looking to “scale up” to provide
growth, the challenge for many small
towns is finding business models that
“scale down” to smaller populations.
Bookselling provides that model.

But booksellers agree that theyre
doing a job: “Its business — its not
readingbooksall day;” said Brian Sweet.
“But it’s a business where people want
to support you. Every day;” he added,

Courtesy photo

“people thank us for being open.”

Here’s a sampling of much-loved
bookstores in Western towns under
10,000 people:

Back of Beyond Books, https://
backofbeyondbooks.com/, Moab,
Utah, pop. 5,300

The Mad Dog and the Pilgrim
booksellers, https://www.facebook.
com/MadDogandthePilgrimBooks/,
Sweetwater Station, Wyo., population
too small to count

Elk River Books, https://
elkriverbooks.com/, Livingston,
Mont., population 8,300

Townie Books, https://
towniebookscb.indielite.org/, Crested
Butte, population 1,681

Reader’s Oasis Books, no website,
Quartzsite, Ariz., population 2,413

And here’sa sampling of bookstores
in Western towns under 10,000 that
opened in the last three years:

Mountain Shire Books, https://
mountainshirebooks.com/, Winter
Park, population 1,033

CuriosiTea Bookshop,
https://bookshop.org/shop/
CuriosiTeaBookshop, Fairview;, Utah,
population pop. 1,203

Page Turners, https://bookshop.org/
shop/pageturnersmt, Fairview, Mont.,
population 844

Beartooth Books, https://www.
beartoothbookstore.com/,Red Lodge,
Mont., population 2,300

Cobb’s Book Nook, https://
cobbsbooknook.company.site/,
Vernal, Utah, population 10,000

John Clayton is a contributor to Writers
on the Range, writersontherange.org, an
independent nonprofit dedicated to spurring
lively conversation about the West. Hes the
authoroftheemailnewsletter NaturalStories.
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Sawmill Meadow Village ready to accept applications for homes

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
SOUTH FORK — For the past year,
South Fork has watched as the new
Sawmill Meadow Village workforce
housing project began to rise from the
ground and now; thankstoamild winter
and a beautiful spring, the first phase of
homes is looking for owners.
Workforce housing is now available
for purchase in the San Luis Valley
through a coordinated effort between
Sawmill Meadow Development, the
Town of South Fork, and the State of
Colorado Dept. of Local Affairs. Each
have partnered to construct Phase
1 of a two-phase workforce housing
development designed and built to
bring the possibility ofhomeownership
topeoplein the San Luis Valley toreality.
According to project Developer Matt
Dorsett, phase 1 is nearing completion
and interested owners can begin the
process of applying for ownership for this
uniqueopportunity. Phase2 of theproject,
long-term rental units, will begin soon.
Through a collaborative effort with
the Town of South Fork, the South Fork
Housing Task Force, and the South
Fork Board of Trustees, the project got
off the ground in the fall of 2023 and
will provide 10 low-income workforce
housing unitsforthearea whichfollows
the housing study done a year prior by
the San Luis Valley Housing Coalition.
Dorsett and his family have been

homeowners in South Fork since 2015
and have been working diligently to
bring workforce housing to the area
since they learned of the housing crisis
several years ago. Having worked in
residentialland developmentforthelast
two decades, Dorsett decided to use his
experience to see that a project moved
forward. Now he is ready to welcome
the first 10 homeowners.

To make this opportunity areality so
quickly, Sawmill Meadow Development
forged a business relationship with
Fading West in Buena Vista who
has been a key pioneer of workforce
housing in the state of Colorado with
their innovative approach to modular
home construction utilizing high
quality materials with an efficient and
standardized approach to construction.

Phase 1 consists of five stand-alone
andfivetownhomeunits. Seven unitsare
threebedroom-twobaths,and threeunits
(townhome) aretwobedroom-1.5baths.

Applications for priority
consideration for one of the 10 Phase
1 units are open until June 22 but, if
unitsarestillavailable, will remain open
until all 10 units are sold.

Anticipated move in is the end of
summer or early fall 2024 pending
completion of required infrastructure.

People interested in purchasing a
home, will need to complete a qualifying
application through the San Luis Valley

C O L C H A Continued from Page 1A e—

of the art pieces that were shown
contained fine detail stitching in
multiple colors and patterns.

One of the pieces of art was for
Cinco de Mayo. In it there was a man
with a sombrero playing a guitar, a
donkey, abunch ofhangingred chiles,
and a lady with a water basket on her
head, wearing a multi color skirt. In
the background was a beautiful lake
with cacti laid out in front, along
with flying birds in the sky. It was
embroidered using the Colcha stitch.
The artist said she spent over 200
hours on the piece.

According to Omeka.net, the
history of the Colcha stich dates
to colonial times. Colcha is the
Spanish word for bed covering.
The stitch refers to Spanish colonial
needlework. The stitch originated in
New Mexicoand Southern Colorado.
The Colchasstitch utilizes a technique
of needlework thatlayslongand short
pieces of yarn together, to create or fill
inalarge picture or pattern in multiple
colors, textures, and designs.

Manypeople who attended the class
enjoyed walking around and looking
at the artwork placed in the room by
theteachers. There are many different
stitches in Colcha embroidery, but

Photo by Marie Mccolm
The finished work of local Colcha
embroidery artists was on display
duringanintroduction classheldatthe
Saguache County Museum on June 2.

duringthe class, the participants were
only taught the basic stitch.
Hostofthe class, Adrienne Garbini
said she hoped to put more classes
together and advance them. The
participants were invited tolunch that
was also funded by the grant.
Formoreinformationaboutthe Colcha
embroidery class, you may contact the
Saguache County Public Museum.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Call 852-3531

Housing Coalitionand submittheirname appointment only by contacting Suzy
asaninterestedbuyerattheprojectwebsite. Woodward or Dustin Hund at Team detailed information, visit the website.

Select homes are available for viewing by =~ Murphy Realty in South Fork.

Photos courtesy of Sawmill Meado Village
Phase 1 of the workforce housing project - Sawmill Meadow Village - in South Fork is nearing completion and
the developer is seeking applicants to purchase the homes.

www.sawmillmeadowvillage.com.
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Beneficiaries
Learn how to read your Medicare

statements.

Caregivers
Educate yourself and loved cnes on how

to prevent and detect heath care fraud. e M edicars

Families aud s, and ab
Talk to loved ones about protecting their
Medicare number.

Partners & Professionals
Share SMP infarmation on social media,

Invite the SMP to speak.

AP in the 5L X

Health Care Providers aL 1715 511
Talk to patients about health care-related
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. Senlor Medicare Patral
Look out for your older neighbors.

Preventing Medicare Fraud
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Look us up on Face I:tu'::k South-Central Colorado Seniors aor visit our

website www.slvaaa.org
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the young anglers about casting

Annual South Fork Flshlng Derbyreturns ]une 15

SOUTH FORK — There is no
better way to celebrate Father’s Day
weekend in South Fork than to
gather the family and head out to the
South Fork Youth Fishing Clinic on
Saturday, June 15. For people with
children under the age of 15, now is
the time to make plans and head out
for a day full of fishing.

The fishing clinic will be at
Saddlebrook Pond. Registration is
at 8 a.m. Several area businesses and
volunteers come out for the eventand
help children learn the fundamentals
of fishing in the Colorado wilderness.
The Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW) will be present to walk
each child through several stations
that range in angler techniques.
Participating children who finish the
clinic will be offered a new rod and
reel from CPW at the end of the day.
Lunch is provided at noon.

Officials usuallybegin by separating
the participating children into groups
that will venture from one station to
the next. CPW representatives teach

techniques, how to prepare their
poles for fishing and how to bait
their hooks. The children line up and
either use their own poles or use poles
provided by the CPW for the lesson
before heading out with their family
and friends to put new techniques
learned to practice.

In addition to casting and pole
basics, the children will be learning
about rules and regulations from
CPW officers. Volunteer officers sit
down with each group and talk to
them about the rules for fishing.

Officers explain that each child can
keep up to four fish to take home on
any given day, but that they could
catch and release the fish as much as
they wanted.

Other laws explained are that in
certain areas, only specific fishing
methodsareallowed, like whether the
location isopen to lure fishing only or
bait and lure techniques are allowed.

Officersemphasize theimportance
othavingaparentchecktheregulations
of certain areas before embarking on

Photos courtesy of South Fork Visitor Center
The annual Youth Fishing Clinic in
South Fork will take place on June
15 at Saddlebrook Pond just west of
South Fork along Wolf Creek Pass.

a fishing trip. The children will also

learn that once they reach the age of | ‘

16, they must purchase a Colorado
state fishing license to fish legally.
Saddlebrook Pond is across from
Moon Valley along Highway 160
heading up Wolf Creek Pass. For more
information or to getdirections to the
clinic, please contact the South Fork
Visitor Center at 719-873-5512.

Swoop of the Cranes Artist Celebration held by the
Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce was a success

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — The Swoop
of the Cranes Artist Celebration
was held on Friday, May 31, at The
Church Project in Monte Vista.
Approximately 30 people
attended the celebration. Manager
of the Monte Vista Chamber
of Commerce, Heather Hillin,
welcomed everyone to the event.
“This is a night to celebrate all
the wonderful artists who dedicated
their time and skills, to help
decorate our beautiful town with
these vibrant cranes. This project
has been a community effort,
and I am so excited that so many
members of our fine community
have participated.  hope everyone
will pause and look at the slide
show that contains pictures of all
these wonderful cranes and the
artists that painted them. Welcome
everyone, I am so happy that all of
you are here with us this evening to
help us celebrate,” she said.
At the celebration, just inside of
the basement of the Church Project
tables were laid out with handblown

glass decorations. There were
bottles of water, and spirits were also
offered to those who attended. The
event was catered by Ravenswood
LLC, owned by Tumara Steinbach.
There were traditional charcuterie
cups with cheese, pickles, wild
asparagus, and three types of meat,
topped with blackberries.

Many craneartists walked around,
minglingwith people,andanswering
questions about the cranes they
painted. Some of the artists of
the cranes included Bill Metz
Elementary, Monte Vista School
District Admin, Dani Trodick, and
Dustin and Macey Sigaty.

Owner of the Church Project
and co-host, Madeleine Ahlborn,
spoke about the event,and how she
felt about holding the event in the
Church Project building.

“When Heather reached out
about hosting the annual soiree
here for the Crane Celebration,
I was just really enthusiastic and
grateful. I am happy to share
this space because it is for the
community. We are still a growing

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call719-9200-0326 to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions opply.

GENERAC

space. I have been gifted so many
wonderful things while being here,
and it feels really good to be able to
give back here too,” she said.

The Swoop of the Cranes is a
residential art and beautification
project brought to the town by the
Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce
and former board member Ken
Hamko. Businesses and residents
are encouraged to sponsor a 5-foot
steel crane, that is then painted
and or decorated by an artist of the
sponsor’s choice. The completed
crane is then affixed to a light pole
in Downtown Monte Vista and on

display from March through August.

At the end of August, early
September, the cranes are removed
and offered for purchase at a
local auction, usually at the
Potato Festival in Monte Vista.
The proceeds from the auction
go toward funding community
projectsin Monte Vista. Artists can
also choose to purchase the crane,
before it goes to auction.

Theartist of four different cranes
this year, Trodick stated she was
excited to be at the celebration.

“I was asked by a few businesses
to paint cranes this year, and I was

so excited to be able to do this. I
painted four cranes while being
pregnant and it was super fun.
The project itself is super fun and
I love to paint. Being a part of this
community project is great, and I
definitely want to do it again next
year. I look forward to it,” she said.

Artist Dustin Sigaty said, “I really
appreciate the chamber putting
together a slightly formal soiree to
celebrate the art in the community.
It was really great to see it all at The
Church Project, which I think is one
ofthe most exciting things happening
in Monte Vista right now”

GRAND OPENING
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY

RIO GRANDE HOSPITAL
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June 22, 2024 - doors open at 1:00PM
2:00PM program / 4:00PM
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RIC GRANDE WELLNESS CENTER
310D COUNTY ROAD 14, DEL MORTE, COLORADO 81132
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GFWC Colorado Local Scholarship

Winners Announced

CONTRIBUTED

SANLUISVALLEY — The Colorado
Federation of Women's Clubs,amember
of the General Federation of Women's
Clubs (GFWC), is pleased to award two
scholarships to San Luis Valley students
this May.

Kadence McWilliams from Saguache
County and Jaelyn Jackson from
Manassa are the two students who were
chosen.

McWilliams attended Moffat High
School. She credits her family with
instilling a love of animals, especially
her grandfather who introduced her
to the world of agriculture. She spent

many years working at the Monte Vista
livestock auction. She plans to become
a veterinarian due to her love of and
experiences with all sorts of animals. In
addition, sheplayedvolleyball, basketball
and ran track at Moffat High School.
She has also been a part of FFA and the
National Honor Society (NHS) as well
as volunteering as a referee for peewee
sports and working in a second-grade
classroom.

Jackson attended Centauri High
School and was involved in the Student
Council and National Honor Society.
She was an All-State athlete as a
senior, participating in volleyball and
basketball. She has been a part of her
LDS churchs Young Women's group

and has volunteered in projects such as
picking up trash on highways, serving
food at a homeless shelter and assisting
the elderly with yard work. As a student
council and NHS member, volunteer
efforts included holding two blood
drives, an elementary school carnival
and working at two middle school track
meets. Jaelyn plans to study kinesiology
at CU Colorado Springs and become a
Physical Therapist.

Funding for the scholarships comes
from the Minnie L. Harding Education
Fund (MLHEF) created in 1902 by Mrs.
Harding, a clubwoman living in Canon
City. Since that time, many women have
been given interest free loans. In 2022,
a scholarship fund was developed to

Kadence McWilliams

help graduating seniors further their
education.

A committee made up of Colorado
clubwomen managesthefundincluding
three members of the Women’s
Citizenship Club in Alamosa.

g

Jaelyn Jackson
The General Federation of Women's
Clubs is one of the oldest national
women’s organizations dedicated
to strengthening communities and
enhancing the lives of others through
volunteer service.

RGC Museum partners with Lookout Mountain Observatory Club

STAFF REPORT

DEL NORTE — The Rio Grande
County Museum recently announced
a new partnership with the Lookout
Mountain Observatory Club. The club
was forced to pause events shortly after
founding member Al Hibbs died two
years ago, but now thanks to the current
board members and the museum, the
club is back and will be hosting Star
Parties soon.

The Rio Grande County Museum
invites the public to come join them
in celebrating this new partnership on
June 21, beginning at 5 p.m. Lookout
Mountain Observatory Board President
Terri Verbecken will be giving a
presentation on popular astrological
events including the birth and death
of a star. Following the presentation,
Verbecken, with the help of fellow board
members, will give a demonstration
on how to use a telescope at home and
where to begin when wanting to start
observing the skies.

Through this partnership, the two
entities are hoping to offer star viewing
capabilities through a wireless feed
from the Lookout Mountain Telescope
to a monitor at the museum for easier
viewingconditionsandlocation. Though
the project is in the early stages, now

is the time to get excited about astro-
tourism coming to the museum and
revitalizing Dark Sky initiatives in and
around Del Norte.

Theeveningwillbeawonderful wayto
meet the board, hear about the exciting
things coming up this summer and to
show support for the resurrection of a
group that has been near and dear to
the heart of Del Norte.

The History

The town of Del Norte is wrapped
in a rich history that very few know
about. The small mountain town once
contended to be the capital of Colorado
only to lose to Denver in the early days
of the town’s history. One fun story that
highlights the changing times of the
mid-to late 1800s is the fact that Del
Norte was once home to one of the
largestobservatoriesin the nation which
was built by the Presbyterian College of
the Southwest.

Now to understand the history,
it would be apt to begin with how
the college came to be in Del Norte.
According to documents provided by
the Rio Grande County Museum, the
Rev. George M. Darley met with the
Synod of the Colorado Presbyterian
Church sometime between Oct. 10 and
14 of 1883.

TheSynodwaslookingtochooseasite
for the new college and had to choose
between three locations. Del Norte was
once again pitted against Denver for the
chance to be home to the new college.

According to records George M.
Darley offered the Synod, which
consisted of 41 delegates, $40,000 if they
would agree to have the college built in
Del Norte.

“One of the delegates felt Del Norte
was not suitable and it was at this time
that Rev. Darley, believing as he did,
jerked the dissenting delegate overapew
by his coat collar and shook his fist in
the delegates face until the man realized
Del Nortewasan excellent choice for the
college” It was then that Del Norte was
honored with the college.

In 1883 the San Luis Valley did not
haveanyhighschoolsandbecauseof this
the college continued to struggle until it
was closed with low student attendance.
The college was home to six teachers
the year it was opened and included
a boarding house which was donated
by a wealthy woman by the name of
Mrs. Stuart. The building is still in use
today but is now comprised of private
apartments.

It was in 1885 that college workers
began building an observatoryat the top

How do you feel about your
life? Would you say you love it? Or
do you just get through each day,
enduring the things you dont want
to do, putting up with the things
that frustrate you, wishing you had
someone else’s life? Do you believe
you will finally be hapgy someday...
when you have this or that?

People often say things like: “Tll be
happy when I have a different job.” “T'll
be happy when I'm married” “Tll be
so glad when the weekend gets here!”
“Id be so happy if I had children” And
then after the children come... “I'll be
so happy when these kids are finally
grown and out of the house!”

It's a mistake for us to go through
life thinking we can’t be happy until
we have something we want or our
circumstances change. The truth is
we'll always find something to be
unhappy a¥)0ut until we learn to be
happy in the Lord.

I know about this from personal
experience. I got a very bad start in
life, and it made me a miserable,
angry, insecure person who didn’t
trust anybody because I believed if I
didn’t taie care of myself, nobody else
would. And that caused me to be very
selfish and self-centered.

But God didn't create us to live
selfish lives, spending all our time
trying to get what we want. He put
a desire in us to have pleasure, but
we will never really experience His
blessings—His peace, joy, love, and
all the good things He wants to give
us—if we live with a “What about
me?” mentality.

John 10:10 (AMP) says, “The thief
comes only in order to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they
may have and enjoy life, and have
it in abundance fto the full, till it
overflows]”

The enemy—the devil—wants to
steal our joy and destroy our lives. But

Make Your Life a Life [
That you Love!

Jesus came and died on the cross to
give us abundant life, “to the full, till
it overflows”! And it’s a tragedy when
born-again Christians dont enjoy
their lives because they have a “barely
getting by, hanging on till Jesus comes
to get me” mentality.

If you're unhappy and want to love
your life, I want to give you two keys
to help you get there.

The first key is to make an attitude
adjustment.

Having a negative, critical attitude
and feeling sorry for ourselves sours
everything. We all have things we
could complain about, but it doesn’t
do any good, so we're just wasting our
time and energy when we give in to it.

Make a determined decision to have
a more thankful attitude in your day-
to-day life. Thank God for the good
things you can think of right now, and
actively look for more things to add
to the {ist each day. This will help you
stay focused on God’s goodness.

Another way to improve your
attitude is to get your mind off
yourself and think about others more.
Ask God how you can be a blessin
and help make someone else’s life
better. When we’re paying attention
to others, it’s easy to find something
we can do, whether it's giving an
encouraging word or compliment,
a random act of kindness, or a hug.
There’s really no end to the ways we
can show God’s love to someone
around us.

The second key is to have a proper
perspective.

Loving or hating a thing often
comes down to how you look at it.
It’s possible you can have more joy in
your life simply by looking at it from
a different perspective.

Whatever you focus on, that is what
you're going to get. If you focus on
trouble long enough, that’s all you’ll
expect, and it will likely develop.

=

Joyce o=t
Meyer _r'im

What we choose to focus on gets
larger in our lives. If we don’t have a
proper perspective of it from God’s
point of view, it will grow and get out
of balance. For example, in marriage,
people sometimes get so focused on
the things they don't like about their
spouse that they totally forget all the
good things they love about them.

I know life is not easy, and we all
have to deal with hardsﬁip at times.
But when youre struggling, realize
that although you have some trouble,
things could be worse.

I certainly don’t mean to make light
of a serious issue youre facing; my
Eurpose with this point is to help you

eep your(f)erspective based on God’s
Word and His promises. Because
when you choose to trust Him in
every circumstance, He will always be
bigger than your problems!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
three-part teaching resource Keys to
Loving Your Journey. You can also
contact us to receive our free magazine,
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling
(800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio and TV programs,
whic% air on hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the respective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer
Ministries.

of LookoutMountain which providedan
excellent location for viewing stars and
planets. “Everyone helped. The town
built a road near the top and burros
packed timbersup alongwinding path”

Inanarticle submitted by Rev. Darley
in the San Juan Prospector he stated,
“T will be at the bottom of the Mount
Lookout with tools and I expect to work
10 hours a day, six days a week until it
is done. Any citizen wishing to join me
will be welcome?”

The telescope, driving clock and
other instruments reached Del Norte
in December of that same year. The
telescope that was housed in the
observatory was built in Pittsburgh,
Pa., and was 10-feet long with 9 % inch
glass. The driving clock could be timed
with planetary bodies so that it would
automatically aim the telescope to the
appropriate place in the sky.

“The dome of the observatory was
comprised of heavy imported tin which
was soldered by Frank Hanna Sr. The

dome was constructed so the window
or slit through which the telescope
was sighted could be turned in such a
fashion that any point in the sky could
be scanned”

News of thenew observatorytraveled
byhorsebacktoallsurrounding San Juan
communities, and it was said that the
observatory was, “Thought to be one of
the finest west of the Mississippi”

Once the structure was completed,
an astrologer and mathematician
Dr. Notenstein took charge of the
observatory, and the college quickly
became known as one of the top
institutionsfor astronomyand theology.

The college closed its doors in 1901
due toamyriad of issues. Some of those
issuesincluded difficult transportation,
lack of students, and the Spanish
American War. When the college
closed, the telescope was shipped to
California and placed in the Mount
Wilson Observatory where it then was
sold into a private collection.

The UPWalker s a
revolutionary new mobility
device that can change
your life by changing
the way you walk. It
enables you to stand upright
when you walk- with your spine
straight and your eyeas looking
straight ahead. Your weight is
supported by your upper arms
and shoulders, some of the
strongest parts of your body.
Traditicnal walkers and rollators
force you to put the pressure of
your body webkaht on your hands

going. The UPWalker moves
with you, with your body [
perfectly aligned and your feat

Joln milllens of older Americans who are rediscovering the joy of walking
“I’m on the move again
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FOOD BANK c..inci srom page 14

Atalittle after 2 p.m. staff gathered
at the top of a staircase that leads into
the food bank, to cut the red ribbon
that had been strung across the
bottom of the staircase, to signify the
official opening of the new food bank
building. Everyone on the staircase
clapped and cheered.

Saguache County Commissioner
Tom McCracken made a brief speech
at the ceremony.

“I just want to express our
excitement and happiness that the
food bank is open again. I want to
thank the stakeholders, the Baca

POA with the building here. We have
the Food Bank Network. We have
the Community Care Collective, La
Puente, Care and Share, Saguache
Countyand Saguache County Human
Services. All the volunteers that have
helped pull thisall together. We really
appreciate it,” he said.

McCracken also stated that theyare
excited that Saguache is going to be
involved now, as along-term partner.

“They are going to be a permanent
stakeholder now, and make sure that
the food bank is sustainable for the
future,” he said.

According to Commissioner
McCracken the food bank had been
closed for over a year and finding the
new food bank building, along with
renovating the newbuilding, had been
more than a 6-month process.

“It'sbeen in the making for a while.
It was time for us to get it going,” he
said.

Managers of the prior food bank,
Marge Hogllin and Joe Buckley,
spoke about the opening of the new
food bank.

Hogllin said, “We ran the food bank
at the previous location for about 3

FO U RT H Continued from Page 1A m—

librarian at the Baca Grande Library.

Elderberry also stepped up and
helped with the new food bank and
provided food for many residents
before the food bank even opened, by
coordinating a rescue program at the
library on Fridays, that helped many
residents obtain free food as needed.

Elderberry also runs Friends of
Casita Park; the friendsare individuals
who believe in beautifying the
small neighborhood they live in.
Elderberry also joined the council
at the Crestone Charter School and

helps with direction and guidance
at the school, including managing a
recycling program.

After the parade, the national
anthem will be played, and a water
balloon fight for adults and children.

There willbea Soapbox Derby held
at 3:15 p.m. First prize at the derby
willbe $250 and second prize be $100.
The Soapbox Derby finale will be held
at 5:30 p.m.

There will also be a pie contest.
Interested parties are encouraged
to put their aprons on and fire up

CONCERTS o ompuge 14 —

has grown into a 170-member
organization that offers outstanding
music education in vocal technique,
music theory, sight reading, choral
artistry and performance style to
students 12-18 years of age.

United through the study and
performance of great choral music,
the children discover that music is
a bridge to understanding the world
around them. Training instills the
importance ofhard work, dedication,

T

commitment, responsibility and
integrity.

Weekly rehearsals are enhanced by
workshops, fall and winter retreats,
performances, and touring.

The choir performs at various
schools and churches in the Denver
metro area. For more information
about the Young Voices Choir, visit
youngvoices.org or call the United
Methodist Church in Alamosa at
719-589-2243.

—

CSLE 1087165 NSCH 0082993 N0BM4E 13VHII004000

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Now you can iiru”:r hawe all
of the soothing benefits of &
relaxing worm barh, or enjoy
a convenbent refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub's
FREE Shower Pdrhgd

Firat walk-is rub available with

a evintomigable shower

Fined rainfall shower head is
adjpastahle for your height and pivon
tor odfer 3 seated dhower oprian

H'lgh-quailly tula -,mulnlm-
weldhy :n.nmrnh.mn.lwllimrn:
wearranty an the entlre tub

TﬂF-ﬂF-I-h:-ralu' jmeallation
and vervice, all lechuded ar one
lowe, affordable price

Now you can bave the best of

bork worlds—there isn't a better,

mrore dﬁrﬂ‘u‘t&ft wot o= £nill!

| FREE SHOWER |
PACKAGE |

PLUS 15% OFF

: FOM A LIMITED TIME O |
i Call Toll-Free 719-259-4323 E

ﬁr safestep

VI et if i farer e i W |>I|.r ;

FINANCING
AVAILRBLE
WITH AFPROVED
CREDIT

1-719-259-4323

their ovens. There will be three pie
categoriesincluding cream, fruit,and
exotic pie. If you are a baker and wish
to participate you can drop off your
pie between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. The
judges will need to be at the Pie RV
by 1:15 p.m. to judge the pies.

For pie eaters, slices will be available
for a donation of $5 per slice.

Winners will be announced at 3:40
p.m. on stage. Money raised from the
contest will be donated to the group
Peace Patrol.

Anyone interested in becoming a
judge, can contact Karen Barbee by
texting 970-618-9409.

years. I am just really happy that the
new placeis open, and it’s happening,
and everyone is working together. I
think it’s going to be great”

Both Hogllin and Buckley said that
the prior location got to be too small.
Buckley said that there was a definite
need for more room.

“We outgrew the space. The space
had been donated. We started with
about 400 people a week, and when
we closed there wasabout 200 people,”
Buckley said.

Hogllin said that they began
looking foranotherlocation, and they
hoped to move into a place that was
move-in ready.

“Therewasadeadline,and the space
just wasn't readily available. So, we
made the decision to back off, and
retire at that time too. We figured it
was time to back off and let someone
elserunit. Its greattoseeall the people
here today that we used to see. We
always enjoyed the people. It’s such
a great organization,” Hogllin said.

Hogllin also said that they were
glad that the county had stepped up
to help the food bank.

“The food banks in Saguache
and Center, are in the county, and
staffed by county employees. Here in
Crestone everything we offer, well we
cover our own expenses,and have our

Photo by Marie ccolm
The shelves of the Crestone Food
Bank are stocked and ready to serve
the community.

own volunteers. When Tom became
commissioner, he really wanted to
change that. It’s good to see that the
county is helping and a partner now;’
Hogllin said.

Eden Elderberry, a volunteer of the
food bank network for a long time,
was proud to see the doors open to
thefoodbank. Elderberryhelped with
the construction of the new food bank
and was involved with all aspects of
the new food bank.

“It's neat to see this place come
together. Everyoneis very happy here
today;” Elderberry said.

ALLEY
UCTION

Vehicles

T6 - 442 Oldsmobile

B8 - F-150 Super Cab 4x4

T4 - 16" Silverine Boat wi Trailer
Homemade Fop-up Camper
Palaris 425 4-wheeler

73 - 175 Honda Motorcycle
[200d- F-150 2WD wiFlatbed

Shop Equipment
2- Fuel Tanks an Stands
Part. Rolls Weven Wire
2-Rells Bark Wire
T-Posts (naw)
Oxyacetylene Torch
Forney Welder
i Compressar
5 Hp B0 gal Air Compressor
Tabhe Saw
Radial Arm Saw
Drill Press
Bench Grinder
Aesorted Wrenches
2- Saddles

Antique Items
Dumnp Rake
Side Delivery Rake
Sausage Stuffer
Franciscan China - Set
Morika China - Set
Lots of Glassware
Silver Tea Set

Many ltems too
Numerous to Mention

ERVICES

Location: 11657 Hwy 160, Del Norte, CO. Auction site is east of Del Norte on the northside of

Hothing to ba removed untli pald for
ALL ITEMS SOLD “AS IS WHERE 5" no warmmantles exprassad or implied
Announcemonts sale day take precedonce over printed material

Sale conducted by: VALLEY AUCTION SERVICES, LLC

PUBLIC AUCTION
June 15th, 2024

Saturday 9:30 am

the Highway, Watch for signs.

Auctioneet’s Note: ltems on this auction are in good o sxcellent condition. There are several treasures to be had at this
auction hoth big and small, There will be 2= auction rings. Check our FB page for more pictures,

Check out our face book
page for pictures!

Terms: Gashnrl.-‘ioodl:

719-588-3979 or T19-588-3978

Auctioneers: Dale Adams & David Brown

Mot responsible for Loss or Accldent

Eguipment

74 MF Tractor MFWD w! Loader
riaw Plaw Blade for 4-wheeder

Splitter on Trailer
00 Ford Tractor w/ Loader

Lawn & Garden

Craflsman ¥'S 4500 Riding Mower
Yard Tools

Several Push Mowers

2 - String Trimmers

Porch Swing

BEQ Grill

Bicycles

Household

Lunch Avallable
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Center Post-Dispatch

CONTRIBUTED

SOUTH FORK — On Thursday,
May 30, at 7:41 p.m. South Fork
Fire Rescue was paged to respond
to Highway 160 Mile Post 176 for a
vehicle that drove off the road and
into a dangerous section of the river
known as “ The Narrows.”

Responders arrived at a chaotic
scene, with the driver stranded on a
rock, approximately 100 yards from
the vehicle, in the middle of the
river, and people trying to improvise
a rescue.

The SFFR crew immediately took
control of the scene and sent in a
rescue swimmer to determine the
person’s condition. Once the decision

was made to remove the person, a
second rescue swimmer was sent in,
and the shore team coordinated with

the swimmers to completeasuccessful |

rescue without further incident.

The next morning, Friday, May 31,
South Fork Fire Rescue assisted the
wrecker with removing the vehicle
from the river. The team worked
on this complicated recovery and

had the vehicle removed within 30 |

minutes.

Both missions were logistically .

complex and the team at South Fork
Fire Rescue worked together to
achieve a successful outcome.

The crash is under investigation by
the Colorado State Patrol.

Photos courtesy of South Fork Fire Rescue
SouthForkFireRescuereceived
a call the evening of May 30
with a request to respond to a
vehicleincidentalong Highway
160 west of South Fork. On
arrival, crews quickly assessed
the situation and responded to
avehicle in the South Fork Rio
Grandeand thedriverstranded
on a nearby rock.

Subscribe Online!)

CENTER POST
DISPATCH .com
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South Fork Fire Rescue responds to vehlcle in river
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Lea fguard

Get it today, Protected for life.

Clinic. San Luis Valley native Orlando ol .
DeHerrera, DO, is accepting new patients at our B i e :
Monte Vista Clinic. Born and raised in Antonito, he WARRANTY R

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

has been a local favorite with patients and is known | |@
for his down-to-earth charm.

1 H 1ci 1 1 © THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
Dr. DeHerrera. is exqtgo_l to be practicing with Rio gl
Grande Hospital Clinic in Monte Vista, where he GUTTER SYSTEM.
resides with his family. He is actively involved in the @ SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

community and is happy to get back to his true calling
as a primary care provider in the San Luis Valley!
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RGC Search and
Rescue aids teens

stuck in ‘blowdown

CONTRIBUTED

RIO GRANDE
COUNTY — Rio Grande
County Search and Rescue
aided four teenagers stuck in :
“blowdown” at Cross Creek [
on Memorial Day, May 27.

At approximately 6 p.m.
on Monday, RGCSAR was
contacted regarding four
teenagers stuck at Cross
Creek.

The teens were traveling
on dirt bikes and became
stuck in the blowdown
without proper gear, water
andwererunninglowonfuel,
RGCSAR reported.

A specialized team of
six RGCSAR members
responded by ATV with
chainsaws, warm clothes,
fueland water. Theyremoved
over 20 trees to clear the
trail and bring the teens to
safety. The mission ended at
approximately 10 p.m.

RGCSAR provided the
following tips for going into
the back country:

Navigation - That phone
or GPS is nice until suddenly
it won't charge with your

Please see RGCSR
on Page 6

Wl e K ¥ 5
Photos courtesy of Linette Nye-Schmidt

Rio Grande County Search and Rescue aided
four teenagers stuck in ‘blowdown’ at Cross
Creek on Memorial Day, May 27.

Photo courtesy of the Alamosa County Chamber of Commerce

Colorado Gator Farm staff, family members and community well-wishers celebrated the grand opening of the
new reptile barn with a ribbon cutting Friday morning. Owner Jay Young is shown in the middle holding a sign.

Colorado Gator Farm
celebrates new reptile barn

Officially named
the David Lindsey
Reptile Center

By MARIEMCCOLM

MOSCA — Colorado Gator Farm
owner Jay Young was smiling but also
flooded with mixed emotions during a
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new

reptile barn on Friday, May 24.

He was joined by approximately 20
family and friends, including Alamosa
County Commissioner Lori Laske and
former Senator Lewis Entz, during the
ceremony. The new barn was officially
named the David Lindsey Reptile
Center.

“The new building will house
mostly rescued reptiles, snakes, lizards,
tortoises,and some parrots,” Youngsaid.

“This has been a lot of hard work and
a long road, but life is going to throw
things at you, it's up to you how you
handle it. All you can do is the best you
can, with what you have got, and now
we have a new barn”

The new barn replaces the structure
that burned down in a devastating
fire on April 18, 2023. More than 100
turtles, tortoises, lizards, and snakes

Please see GATOR on Page 6

Saguache County Museum celebrates 65 years

By MARIE MCCOLM

SAGUACHE — The Saguache
County Musuem opened its doors,
with a free admission day on May 26 in
celebration of its 65 years of being open.

A parade was hosted in downtown
Saguache and featured many floats
and vehicles. The Saguache Chamber
of Commerce drove an ATV in the
parade, with members of the Saguache
Art Walkonatrailer in theback, smiling
and waving happily.

The Saguache County Ambulance
blinked their lights and drove in the
parade, followed bya red station wagon
which proudlyadorned asign that read

Antique cars were parked in Otto
Mears Park during the Saguache
County Museum’s 65" anniversary
celebration on May 26.

“Saguache Senior Citizen’s Center;”
across the passenger side.

The Antique Tractor Club was also
a hit in the parade with a barrel train
hitched to a tractor.

Grammy'’s Kitchen had a colorful
float in the parade, decked out with
balloons and a gentleman wearing a
white apron, who smiled and waved at
all the people who lined the street for
the parade.

Therewerealsoafewprancinghorses
in the parade, and the Garcia brothers
of Center also displayed their antique
cars in the parade proudly. Two law
enforcement trucksblinking theirlights
were the final entrants of the parade.

In lieu of the museum’s celebration,
there were also vendors in the middle
of town at Otto Mears Park. There were
vendors selling handmade jewelry.
The Saguache quilting club was also
set up at the park, along with an entire
canopy filled with goat milk products
for sale. The Garcia brothers also set up
all their antique cars at the park, they
were arranged in a big circle at the park.

The Saguache Musuem opened
shortly after 10 a.m. and people were
eager to visiting its different hallways
filled with historic items.

Lane Ellis, a resident of Mosca,
attended the opening at the museum
and stated that it was nice to see
something so rich in history, so well

preserved.
“Thesedaystherearetoursbeingheld
online for museums and virtually, its
hard to visit something in person that
is so well preserved. My favorite part
of this museum is the jail. It's hard to
fathom someone being put in that jail,
but from what I hear, that is the actual
jail, that has been here for 65 years, and
it did house criminals,” she said with a
chuckle. “Tam glad I came today; this is
aneatpartofhistorythatIgettoseeand
enjoy, and you don't get that every day”

TheSaguache CountyMuseumbegan
in 1959 as a municipal improvement
venture, in celebration of Colorados
Centennial Anniversary. Saguache
County had just finished building a
brand-new jail, and the old one was
set to be demolished. Members of
three different clubs who collaborated
on the idea for the museum, begged
Saguache County not to demolish the
jail, so that the site could be used as a
“historical place” The establishment
was saved and became the Saguache

Photos by Marie Mccolm
The Antique Tractor Club pullsabarrel trainin the parade on May 26 celebrating the Saguache County Museum’s
65" anniversary.

County Museum. Itwas collaboratively
decided that the little museum would
be opened as a celebrated display of
history, in Saguache Town Hall.

The museum is celebrating 65 years
this year. Volunteers make up the
board of directors for the museum.
The museum is completely non-profit
and is also separate from the Saguache
County government.

The museum opens annually on
Memorial Dayand closesforthe season
on Labor Day.
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-Wide Classified [i3

ARKETPLACE

Sell your household
item
fTotal value of ltems
mustjbej$50/oriless®
Seeldetails|below}

4 N

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES 4

ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS — D E A D L I N E

01 TICKETS 23 LAWN & GARDEN 45 ANIMAL BREEDING 15 Words or less for 4 weeks: -4 publications

02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES jg EAE)SIZITSUE%E&FC?ET'FIEEI'E\IT $19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.

03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS o

04 LOST & FOUND 26 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week Th u rSday 5:00 pm

05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word.

06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold

EMPLOYMENT 29 MUSICAL ITEMS RECREATIONAL for $50 or less - Any Item or Animal being given away. ca " 71 9-8 52- 3 53 1

8; \I;'VEOLI'!KDKWVCL\II\I'IEEDD 30 Eb%%EFéONICS/COM_ g; (BDSQTPSIN&GEIEOCSJJTFI’\AI\/IIEIQIJT (Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.) or email: rbeutler@va"eypublishinginc om

09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement: * .
SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First

FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V."S/ICAMPERS Ave.inMonteVista, orcall(719) 852-3531. Business hours

10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT FéNé-\LIJ‘ISCi:\f\ELSs OPPORTUNITY are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.You ¢~

11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT 5 may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email e

12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS ?ER\IB}/;?SJMFA{E‘TTCS)N at montevistaclass@gmail.com Easy Payment OpthﬂS

13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED H

14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 58 MOTORCYCLES Check your ad the first day: . . We accept Visa, Master Card,

15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- American Express, Discover,

16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us ’ ’

REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4’S rightaway so we can correctit.Ifan errorappearsin your ChECkS, Money Orders & Cash

17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional

18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 63 TRUCKS day of advertising.

;g gﬁgm%sl:gggb?”\éDRTY ig EEEBI%FSKSEE)BCTS g%éSL%SSFOR SALE Our ad policy:Valley Publishing acceptsqllclgssiﬁed

51 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ~ advertising exceptthat which itdeems objectionable = _VISA — ce

55 PROPERTY WANTED 66 CHILD CARE to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be E Btpnsss a“’s -Im

given for early ad cancellation.
\, J
05 Notices Bridge and Landfill Assistant Supervisor

For information on meetings for ALA-
NON NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
AND ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Please visit slvaa.org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted

Jr/Sr High School behavior Inter-
ventionist / School Assessment Co-
ordinator, needed at Del Norte Jr/Sr
High School for the 2024-2025 school
year. We are seeking a hardworking
and enthusiastic teaching professional
to join our dynamic team. Applicants
must have a Colorado Teaching License.
Please submit your application, resume
and cover letter to: Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.co or contact An-
nie at 719-657-4020. Applications can
be found online at: urtigers.co. (6-26)

Dairy Queen in Monte Vista is hiring
a full-time Assistant Manager to help
us continue to grow. Applicants must
have previous QSR management experi-
ence. Salary based on experience. PTO,
Health insurance, and 401K available.
Email resumes to MVDairyQueen@
gmail.com. (6/19)

WANTED: Saguache County Road
and Bridge and Landfill is looking to
hire an Assistant Supervisor .... Start-
ing at $67,000/year - DOE SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS: Applicants must
possess a current Colorado Class “A”
Commercial Drivers License CDL with
a heavy semi-truck endorsement and a
current medical certificate. Applicants
should have a high school diploma along
with an extensive working knowledge of
methods, operating rules, and equipment
for road construction and maintenance
operations. Prospective employees ap-
plying with Saguache County; please note
that after a “conditional” offer is made, we
may require disclosure of other informa-
tion personal to the applicant. The pro-
spective employee will also be required to
submit and pass a pre-employment drug
screening, before being hired. Road &

I ]

For the Conejos and Costilla areas. Writing
and photography experience necessary.
Send resume, writing and photography

samples to Valley Publishing Inc., P.O.
Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or email
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

is a full-time salaried position — quali-
fied candidates will be responsible for
assisting the head supervisor with the
coordination and supervision of labor,
maintenance crews, and equipment
while reconstruction, resurfacing, and
general county road maintenance are
performed. This position is expected to
work during road emergencies so you
should be available to work nights, week-
ends, and holidays when needed. This
position will assist the head supervisor
in reviewing and evaluating employee
performance, directing procedures to
ensure compliance with established bud-
gets, ensures that all purchases conform
to departmental needs and goals. This
position is also responsible for assisting
the head supervisor with the Landfill
department, providing information for
reporting, monitoring the gas wells, and
assuring compliance with all Colorado
Department of Health regulations. This
is only part of an extensive list of require-
ments for this position. In addition to
the salaried rate, the County Employee
benefit package includes vision, dental,
and health insurance coverage, paid time

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

D A

Valley Publishing has an immediate
need in advertising sales (full-time).
Anz sales experience is appreciated
ut will train. Email resume to
General Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

ESTIMATED CROP WATER USE

Weather Data from SLV Research Center located on the 9N and Hwy 285
Date |Daily Crop Water use for Dates Accumulated.Water Use (ET)
Crop Planted Shown (in./day) From _ 5/29 (inches)

5/29 5/28 5/27 5/26 2day 3day 4day 5day 7day
Moravian 69 04/05 0.25 0.24 0.22 0.25 0.50 0.72 0.97 1.22 1.67
Moravian 69 05/05 0.14 0.18 D.11 0.12 0.28 0.39 0.51 0.63 0.82
Early Wheat 04/05 0.25 0.24 0.22 0.25 0.50 0.72 0.87 1.22 1.67
Early Wheat 05/05 0.14 0.138 0.11 0.12 0.26 0.37 0.48 0.59 0.77
White Wheat 04/05 0.25 | 0.24 | 0.22 | 0.25 | 0.50 | 0.72 | 0.97 1.22 | 1.67
White Wheat 05/05 0.14 0.13 0.11 0.12 0.26 0.37 0.48 0.59 0.77
WinterWheat 10/01 0.25 0.24 0.22 0.25 0.50 0.72 0.97 1.22 1.67
Potatoes
Norkotah 05/05 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.05 0.09 0.14 0.18 0.23 0.32
Centennial 05/05 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.05 0.09 0.14 0.18 0.23 0.32
Nugget 05/05 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.05 0.08 0.14 0.18 0.23 0.32
Alfalfa Est. 0.29 0.28 0.25 0.29 0.57 0.82 1.11 1.39 1.91
Lawngrass Est. 0.24 0.23 0.21 0.24 0.47 0.68 0.92 1.16 1.59

For the latest ET information, call 719-754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for
La Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu
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We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the I{{)pei Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
donations, volunteenng and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.
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Our Pyrenees puppies are ready to meet with
potential adopters, but not quite ready to meet new
fur housemates, for another couple weeks. We have 4
males and 2 females, all full of love and personality!
Come meet them today!

Found on 5/22, brought to the —
shelter on 5/28 in the Broyles ~ Found on 5/29 on Covey
Bridge area St in Monte Vista

Poppy and
Allium are still
looking for their
furever homes
as well! 5 month
old Boxer Lab
mixes with
hearts of gold
that’ll keep you
laughing and on

. your toes! These
lovely ladies were born here, and we think
it's time they find out what life outside the

shelter is, don’t you?

S

I L T AT

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.
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off, and a generous 401a retirement plan.
Applications and a complete job descrip-
tion are available at the Saguache County
Road and Bridge Office, 305 3rd Street,
PO Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149 -719-
655-2554 or on the Saguache County
website — saguachecounty.colorado.gov
under the Road and Bridge Department
tab. Please fill out and submit both
applications: The Saguache County Ap-
plication and the Drivers-Application.
Completed Assistant Supervisor appli-
cations — must be made to the attention
of Hiring Committee and can be hand-
delivered to the Road and Bridge Office
located at 305 3rd Street in Saguache,
mailed to Saguache County Road and
Bridge Hiring Committee - PO Box 476
Saguache, CO 81149, sent by email to
mhashbarger@saguachecounty-co.gov,
or faxed to 719-655-2543. APPLICA-
TION DEADLINE: Open until a quali-
fied candidate is hired. Saguache County
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED: Saguache County Road and
Bridge and Landfill is looking to hire a
Head Supervisor .... Starting at $71,000/
year - DOE SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
Applicants are preferred to possess or may
be required to possess a current Colorado
Class “A” Commercial Drivers License
with aheavy semi-truck endorsement and
a current medical certificate. Applicants
should have a high school diploma along
with extensive knowledge of methods,
operating rules, and equipment for road
construction and maintenance operations.
Prospective employees applying with
Saguache County, please note that after
a “conditional” offer is made, we may
require disclosure of other information
personal to the applicant. The prospective
employee will also be required to submit
and pass a pre-employment drug screen-
ing, before being hired. The Road & Bridge
and Landfill Head Supervisor isa full-time
salaried position — qualified candidates
will be responsible for the coordination
and supervision of labor, maintenance
crews, and equipment while reconstruc-

tion, resurfacing, and general county
road maintenance are performed. This
position is expected to work during road
emergencies so you should be available
to work nights, weekends, and holidays
when needed. The Head Supervisor
reviews and evaluates employee perfor-
mance, prepares the annual budget, and
monitors all expenditures and revenues.
This position is also responsible for the
Landfill department, reporting to the State
of Colorado Department of Health and
the Board of County Commissioners, and
assuring compliance with the Colorado
Department of Health regulations. This
is only part of an extensive list of require-
ments for this position. In addition to
the salaried rate, the County Employee
benefit package includes vision, dental,
and health insurance coverage, paid time
off, and a generous 401a retirement plan.
Applications and a complete job descrip-
tion are available at the Saguache County
Road and Bridge Office, 305 3rd Street, PO
Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149 - 719-655-
2554 or on the Saguache County website
- saguachecounty.colorado.gov under the
Road and Bridge Department tab. Please
fill out and submit both applications: The
Saguache County Application and the
Drivers-Application. Completed Head
Supervisor applications — must be made
to the attention of Wendi Maez and can
be hand-delivered to the administration
building located at 505 3rd Street in
Saguache, mailed to Saguache County
Administrator - Wendi Maez PO Box
100, Saguache, CO 81149, sent by email
to wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov, or
faxed to 719-655-2635. APPLICATION
DEADLINE: Open until a qualified candi-
dateis hired. Saguache County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. (6-19)

Del Norte High School is seeking a
qualified Secondary Business Teacher.
We are seeking an experienced, hard-
working and enthusiastic teaching pro-
fessional to join our dynamic, and vibrant
team. Applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree or higher and possess or be able

The UPWalker s a
revolutionary new mobility
device that can change
your life by changing
the way you walk. It
enables you to stand upright
when you walk- with your spine
straight and your eyeas looking
straight ahead, Your weight is
supported by your upper arms
and shoulders, some of the
strongest parts of your body
Traditicnal walkers and rollators
force you to put the pressure of
your body webaht on your hands
and wrists, You push them in
front of you, looking at the
ground instead of where you
going. The UPWalker moves
with you, with your body
perfectly aligned and your feat

Joln milllens of older Americans who are rediscovering the joy of walking

>

“I’m on the move again
with my UPWalker'!”

From the makers of the original UPWalker

+ and-Assist Handles
» Fobds Easily
= Dptimiped Center of Gravity - Essy-Brake Whasls

B now youl can choase betwesn dark USter gilver

af champagne

free to walk in-a nermal fashion. [ts easy-adjust height system allows it to be
the perfect fit/height for anyone from 410" to 671" and supports up to 300
pounds. The new stand-assist handles enable you to distribute your weight
across your arms and shoulders, not your hands and wrists 19 help reduce
back, neck, wrist pain and discomfort. It features comfortable arm pads,
hand brakes, a fold-down seat, a backrest and two storage bags. It's built

UPWalker Premium Lite

from Journey Health & Lifestyle
Call now Toll-Free

855-417-6301

Please mention promotion code 601943,

O S dosavery lamith e | Bty

= Comiortahie Seat
» Aufjustable Backrest 7€

with aircraft-grade aluminum
to be sturdy vel lightweaight,
and Its sleek design and
oversized wheels make it
perfect for tight spots m the
house or walking in the yard
Why spend another day
bent over and shuffiing
around- or worse yel
plopped In front of the TV all
day, Pick up the phone and
take back your life. Call now

ﬁ!ﬁﬂr

Ba5H1

to obtain a Colorado Teaching License
with a Secondary Social Studies endorse-
ment. Please submit your application,
resume and cover letter to: Annie Hardy
atahardy@urtigers.co or call Mrs. Hardy
at (719) 657 - 4020. Applications can be
accessed online at www.urtigers.co.

South Fork Annual
Town Wide Clean
Up & Garage Sale

June 14 & 15

8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Garage sales will take place
on Saturday the 15th. If
youd like to host a sale,
contact the South Fork

Visitor Center to share your
info and be added to the

published map at (719) 873-

5512. The Town will have

large dumpsters available

for public use throughout
the weekend, located in the

Visitor Center parking lot.

Lucky Shoe Ranch

Are you looking for
something fun to do
this summer?

Join us and learn
how to ride horses!

summer session starts the
last week of May, we
supply the horses & tack.

Day Camp - July 26th

Available Programs:

* Individual & Group Lessons
(English & Western)

* Cowboy ethics

* 4H

* Rodeo team

Discount Days - 520
lessons on May 31%, June
217, July 5, July 19th

Signup via our website!
* Day camps

* Drill teams Scholarships available

719-849-1955

Additional information and bookings are available through
our website: https://www.luckyshoeridingclub.com/

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING e DUMPSTERS © ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE ¢ SOUTH FORK © DEL NORTE ¢ MONTE VISTA

CLUES ACROSS
1. Respiratory disorder

7. Bulgarian mountain peak
10.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Group of important people
South American nation
Amazes

__-Castell, makers of pens

Perlman and Seehorn are
two

16.
17.
18.
19.
21.
22.

Early medieval alphabet
Legislator (slang)

Tasty crustacean
Course of action
Airborne (abbr.)

Permanent church
appointment

27.
28.

Larry and Curly’s pal

Famed American
journalist

12th letter of Greek
alphabet

In a way, vanished

33.

34.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40. Be the source of pain
41. Esteemed award __ d'Or
44. Partner to pains

45. Deep blue

48. No longer living

49. Country in the UK

Afflict in mind or body
Egyptian Sun god

Source of the Blue Nile
Egyptian unit of weight

Solution to last week’s puzzle

(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM
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7141118]15]916(|2]|3
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50. Not even 23. Periods of starvation
51. Arizona city 24. Language of tribe in India
25. Savings account

CLUES DOWN 26. Pitching stat

1. Wager 29. Megabyte

2. Classical portico 30. Ribonucleic acid

3. As aresult 31. A place to put your feet
4. Bird 32. The fun part of a week

5. A type of “Squad” 35. We all have our own

6. Autonomic nervous system  36. Partner to “oohed”

7. Dish with food on a stick 38. African nation

8. City northwest of Provo 40. Breezed through

9. C. European river 41. Sets out

10. One out of jail 42. Other

11. Henry Clay estate 43. Not fattening

12. Heathen 44. “Much __ about nothing”
14. Refrained 45. Central Time

17. Parts per billion (abbr.) 46. Former EU monetary unit

47. Charles S. Dutton sitcom

—_
o

. “The Stranger” author
. Not old

[\
o




Page 4 — SLU Léfestyles —Wednesday, June 5,2024

valleywide _Glassifieds

JT Timber Falling is hiring log truck
drivers. Class A CDL. Starting at $25/hr
($37.50/hr Overtime). Great benefits are
available. Home every night and based
out of Blanca Colorado. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit JTTimber.com to apply.

12 Houses for Rent
Remodeled two-bedroom, I-bath
home on a corner lot in Del Norte.
Near biking/hiking trailhead. Pets and
smokers are not permitted. Please call
719-850-0750. $875/month. (6-12)

For rent in Del Norte: For use as office
or home, a remodeled 1-plus rooms,
3/4 bath unit in a quaint four-plex in
Del Norte. Pets and smokers are not
permitted. $700/mo., inclusive of water
and sewer. Available June 2. Please call
719-850-0750. (6-19)

24 Garage/Yard Sales
Multi Family Garage sale! Rain or
shine! Find us at 9726 S. County RD 3E
Monte Vista. June 7 and 8. 8 a.m. 719-
852-0500 (6-5)

28 Household Goods

For sale 20.5 cubic feet Kenmore Re-
frigerator/Freezer. $225.719-852-2028

For sale 2 rolling desk chairs. $20 each.
719-852-2028 (6-5)

36 Miscellaneous
For Sale: Metal Barrels Black, Green,
red, and white. Dozens of uses. Convert

to troughs or feeders. Make a Barrel
Stove out of them. $5 a Barrel with Sta-
tionary lid. $25 For removable lid. Call
David 719-480-2145 (6-5)

Cash for quality non-fiction books and
LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145 (TFN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. Call
For Options and Prices. We Also Stock
Solar Powered Refrigerators and Freez-
ers. Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 S. Coun-
ty Road 3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500

and recyclable metals for you. Call
Chris for prices and to set up a removal
719-395-2071 (6-26)

WE BUY ANTLER: $16/Ib for Elk
Grade A and $11/1b for Deer Grade A.
5 miles west of Del Norte on Hwy 160.
719-657-0942 (TFN)

Let me haul off your old appliances
and recyclable metals for you. Call
Chris for prices and to set up a removal
719-395-2071 (TFN)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAINERS
— Sales, Rentals & Modifications! Con-
tainers are water & rodent proof. 8
wide, 8-53’ in length. Call for more
information and pricing. Healdworks,
Inc. - Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and Small-
er, We Stock Inverters, Charge Con-
trollers, and Batteries in Brand Names
of Outback, Magnum, Aims, Rolls,
and More. Custom Cables and PV
Wire. Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500.

37 Wanted

Large Vermont Casting or Jotul stove
with glass front. Porcelain or black.
alpinhigh@gmail.com. (6-26)

65 Professional

Services
Let me haul off your old appliances

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus years-
experience in carpentry, painting, stucco,
tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol
free. Free Estimates 719-496-7630.

LICENSED PLUMBER does all types of
plumbing repairs and plumbing remod-
els at reasonable rates. Quick service.
Call anytime, available weekends and
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-376-
2593. TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at the
best prices? Call THE BLIND GUY at
970-799-0388 for a free estimate. (TFN)

Sprinkler repair and winterizations.
Done at reasonable rates. Quick Service.
Call anytime, weekdays, weekends,
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-376-
2593. (TFN)

Hampton Flooring/Carpentry- Cer-
tified Installation, Decks, Custom
woodwork. Quality Guaranteed. Call
970-946-9349 (6-5)

LIVE IN CONCERT .

CHRISTIAN COUNTRY ‘S,
RECORDING ARTIST 4 o4

Tues., June 1 'I 7 p
Center United Methodist Church,
387 S. Broadway, Center, CO
Admission is free!

Onlinfe.com

Sunday, June g ~ g a.m.
Center United Methodist Chareh
Presents : Young Voices, a
Denver Youth Choir!

+._Please join us for their Concert
and welcome them to the Valley!

YOUNG
VOICES

cCoLONADD

Ch:ravu:. « Above The Rest

Secluded cabin on 20 acres - Gated Community
$975,000 | MLS #803394
3023 Bear Creek Cirele, South Fork, CO

DEE PLUCINSKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER
719-8B73-56605

28 Acres on the Rio Grande River in South Fork

$1,550,000| MLS #807305

27000 US HWY 160 South Fork, CO

DEE PLUCINSKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER
M: 719-873-5605

e T T —
Luxury Home on 42 Acres - Borders Natl. Forest
$899,000 | MLS #807998 ;
4100 Wilderness Canyon Rd. La Garita, CO 3=

M:

DEE PLUCINSKI
LUKSURY HOME BROKER
719-B73-56605

3 bedroom home on 6 acres near Alamosa

$269,600| MLS #810968
682 Lane 8 N. Monte Vista, CO
DEE PLUCINSKI

LUXURY HOME BROKER
M: 719-873-566065

2 bedroom eabin bordering National Forest
$398.,500| MLS # 812823
99 Aspen Dr. South Fork, CO
DEE PLUCINSKI

LUXURY HOME BROKER
M: 719-8B73-56065

WELL

DOMESTIC
SEPTIC I
SOLAR

5

Hunting Cabin on 40 Acres - Bordering Nationa_l Forest
$239,000| MLS #812863
1 Bedroom, 1 Bath Del Norte, CO

DEE PLUCINSKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER

M: 719-873-5605

%"ﬂa:w.fp

Off-Grid Cabin on the CREEK 5.24 Acres

$279,000 | MLS #800447
7641 Indian Creek Rd. Fort Garland, CO,

DEE PLUCINSBKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER
M: 719-873-56065

Apprurjmauly 160 Am- Farmland

Luxury Mountain home on 15 acres in Bear Creek
$1,399,000 | MLS #813316
6682 Bear Creek Circle, South Fork, CO ¢

DEE PLUCINSKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER

M: 719-873-6606

Dee Plucinski

Luxury Home Broker
Licensed in 2011
I know

719-873-5605

1 Dee@SLVluxuryproperties.com

mountain land

3D VIRTUAL TOURS

$400,000 | MLS #810432
05299 County Rd. 12 8. Alamosa, CO ¢

DEE PLUCINEKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER

M:

7T19-B73-56085

Ibto Hundu Estates- 18 Rura.l Hm l.ul:u A\ru]
17.5 & 35 Acre Lota

West of Antonito in the Conejos Canyon CO

DEE PLUCINSBKI
LUXURY HOME BROKER
M: 719-8B73-56085

PROMPT, EASY COMMUNICATION
VIDEO WALKTHROUGHS
RESIDENTIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
LICENSED & INSURED

All of my properties
are detailed
inmy BLOG

Please scan -->

) STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC

30635 WEST HWY 160 « SOUTH FORK, COLORADO
719-873-1700 « WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM
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Land with Panoramic Beguty,/ Approx. 48.770 Acres
$100,000 | MLS #796606
Tract 38 Jupiter Road Del Norte, CO

Meeper Ranch /[Approx. 640 Acres
gy ﬂ:ﬁ;ﬁh'tgi;ﬂ-@mm ¥ $2,180,000 | MLS #810366
$164,900 | MLS #808491 b4 00 US HWY 160 Bouth Fork, CO
1688 Bear Creek Circle 8outh Fork, CO i !

YYONNE HOFFMAN BRUCE STEFFENS

EROKER | REALTOR® D*";:_lf":in“;:ul ;z‘;'gul‘

BRUCE STEFFENS

OWHER | BREOKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770

Amazing Country Property/Approx. 40 Acres i 2 Badmm. 6 Bath, approx. 3,280 aq. ft. and ms&ﬁem ; v
$425,000| MLS #812961 8 $895,000 | MLS #803698 2, $453,320 | MLS #805636

. 18801 County Road 115 La Jara, COp 4 ' 4617 County Rd. 13 Dal Norte, CO . 535 Elk Court, South Fork, CO

TATE HUFFAKER _ BRUCE STEFFENS /| YVONNE HOFFMAN
ASSOCIATE BROKER | REALTOR® | OWNER | BROEER | REALTOR® . BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-29B-6860 ] M: 719-580-0770 " M: 719-580-1901

Sun House Farm Approx 1,910 Acres with Home
$12,900,000 | MLS #807640
s7078 County Rd C Center, CO

3 bedroom, 2 bath 2,589 8q, Ft. on 35.5 acres Baautﬁu.'l E:ncthoma On approx. 3,095 Acru
$975,000 | MLS #808345 5 $2,200,000| MLS #810790
6680 County Rd. 13 Del Norte,CO 19198 county Rd. 15 Del Norte, CO

BRUCE STEFFENS
OWHNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-58B0-0770

BRUCE STEFFENS BRUCE STEFFENS
OWNER | BEOEER | REALTORE OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®

M: 719-680-0770 = " M: T19-56B0-0770

Large Warehouse Approx. 6,679 #q. ft. on 1.57 Acres
$150,000 | MLS #811519
1665 8. County Rd. £ E. Monte Vista, CO

. Commercial Lot with Easy Access/ Approx 142 Acres
i $79,900| MLS #813004

Al $13L000 | MLS #802486
24 Riviere Road South Fork, CO

147 Explorer Way South Fork, CO

BRUCE STEFFENGS

OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770

BRUCE STEFFENGE
OWNER | BROKER | REALTOR®
M: 719-580-0770

YVONNE HOFFMAN
BROKEER | REALTOR®
M: 719-58B0-1901

3 Bedroom, tl!m_h.lppmx.l.im #q. ft. and 50-Acres
$599,000 | MLS #811695

VITALITY FARMS/ Approx. 160 Acres
$900,000 | MLE #813009

$55,000 | MLS #810818

County Road M & County Road 12 S8an Luis, CO 66 Fai Drive South Fork, CO 13725 Rd. 104 8. Alamosa, CO

TATE i 1 BRUCE £ TATE HUFFTAKER

nurraxer (gl s1ErrENs sl jicdod i M b | AS80C. BROKER
-l : e M: 719-880-0710 M: 719-580-1901 ; . M: 719-298-6560

T ———— BEAUTIFUL LOTS FOR SALE! APPROX. 0.500 ACRES

$239,031/ML3#a11448 $39,760/MLS#813002
149 Lots 283 Escondida Dr, South Fork, CO 176 & 183 OURAY ROAD, South Fork, CO

3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Approx. muusq.PLu.:.mAm
$170,000 | MLS #811009
404 Sedillos Road, Manassa, CO
TATE HUFFAKER ' : i* AUNDREA LILLARD - e * AUNDREA LILLARD

ARBOC, BEDOKER | REALTOR® ASSDOC.BROEER | REALTOR® " ASSOC.BROEER | REALTOR®
M: 719-298-6560 S o o M: TO&6-622-0799 il M: 7T06-622-0799

4 Bedroom, 4 Bath, approx. 3,804 8q. ft. and 10.320 Acres B-EA.UTIFUL RIVER LOT FOR SALE!

8 e P s
$1,150,000 : APPROX. 0.500 ACRES 4 Steffens & C0 Realty, Inc.
3372 Bear Creek Cirele, South Fork, CO £174,900 (MLE#812252 B.CO. Re,
% 63 Doe Cirele S8outh Fork, CO
AUNDREA LILLARD " AUNDREA LILLARD

ABSOC.BROEEE | REALTOR® L ABSOC.BROKERE | EEALTORE® 4 \ = 30(33(3\\*’.[]5"\\’\' Iﬁo
M: 7T06-622-0799 - M: TO6-622-0799 ; South Fork, Colorado

) STEFFENS & CO. REALTY, INC

30635 WEST HWY 160 « SOUTH FORK, COLORADO
719-873-1700 « WWW.STEFFENSCOREALTY.COM
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Photo courtesy of Linette Nye-Schmidt
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Continued from Page 1
solar charger and you have no backup.
In addition to your electronic device
consider taking a paper map of the area.

Sun Protection - Take a hat, good
sunglasses, sunscreen and other
protective clothing. No one enjoys a
sunburn.

Insulation - Takelayersand rain gear,
even in the middle of the summer you
may wish you had warm, dry clothes.

First Aid-Noonewantstogethurton
the trail, but it happens. Be ready for it.

Ilumination - Take a flashlight or
headlamp and spare batteries.

Fire- Takefirestartingtools-materials.
While a fire can provide much needed
warmth and light in a survival situation,
it's crucial to prioritize safety, you don't
want to make a bad problem worse
causing a forest fire.

Hydration - Take water and ensure
everyone in your group doestoo. Havea
plantopurifyemergencywaterifneeded.

Nutrition - Even on the shortest trip,
take food.

Emergency Shelter - Take an
emergency blanket or have a plan for
taking shelter if the need arises.

Repair Kit - Whether youre on a
dirt bike, in a side by side or ATV. Take
a basic repair kit.

GATOR

Continued from Page 1
died in the fire.

Youngstated thatitwasheartbreaking
to lose the building and all the animals
that were in it, but so many people had
also stepped up to help them. The Gator
Farm regrouped and was open notlong
after the fire and began working on the
new barn.

“It was a devastating loss. Some of
the animals we had, we had for over 25
years, Young said. “It's hard to just pick
upandgoon. Theoutpouringofsupport
from the public was so immense””

Young stated it was not just the
financial support thathe appreciated; it
was more about the love that was given
to everyone at the farm during the loss.

“Wemusthavebeendoingsomething
right to get that muchloveand support.
It was hard to pick up the pieces and go
on,buthereweare,and wearestilldoing
it. The support from the community
has been huge and we couldnt’ do it
without them,” he said.

The new facility was dedicated to
Dave Lindsey, a man who had worked
diligently to help with the construction
of the new barn, and became a close
friend, “like family;” to Young.

According to Young, Lindsey was
unfortunately diagnosed with cancer.
He fought the cancer for almost two
years but passed away the morning of
theribbon-cutting ceremony, according
to Young.

“This is in honor of David. He just
passed away this morning. Thad hoped
he would be here today to see this. He
fought the good fight against cancer,
but it was time for him to be at peace
and not suffer anymore”

Young smiled with tears running
down his cheeks and said, “He was
hopingtobehereforthegrand opening,
too. He's here with us in spirit. It’s been
a long time coming. Excited about the
ribbon cutting, but also wish he could
have made it todav”

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
i1 [I'!.. "if HE’_‘

SER

BUFFET IS BACK! ~ Sundays Open

Full or Part
Time starting ,’«‘_ﬁ.
- ,-"

15 hr. - :
g™

plus tips!

Customer Reviews

“1 think this was
- really good and

MOUNTAal‘N PIZZA Jx:..‘:w?:;'::gfe

E— TAPROOM P good pizza.”

— AmyB.
Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!

304a8= Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

EasY Online To-Go Orders:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

TCE-IDIREC %(32%

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic Fully Insured
Traditional & Bonded

Patches Fully Licensed

Interior/Exterior
Paint Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

CUSTOM MARBIEDESIGN,
Call for

Free Estimate!
719-849-3990

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com and More

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

\ ",

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

oalit‘y .
S Spray Foam Insulatum

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(71 9)852'01 1 3 M'F 7 aomo's pomo

719-852-3531

Your Great gpecializing
Outdoore VinylFencing

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Servingthe SLV-FreeiEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(Z719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your ;
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.

L @/
LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural « Industrial « Oilfield
Commercial « Automotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

| ~VINYL WINDOWS ~
A&
WIND

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.
DOORS L.L.c

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

& ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

Happy~Mountain Ontiques

We buy gold, silver, watches, jewelry,
coins, antiques and collectibles!

Sean - 720-254-4902
417 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
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A new way to save makes Del Norte home

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — A new thrift
store has opened in Del Norte and
for people seeking a good deal on
gently loved items, The Merc is the
place to go.

When customers first walk
into the main building of the old
hospital in Del Norte, they are
greeted with a sight many thrift
store lovers want to see — a well-
organized, clean store with floor-
to-ceiling treasures.

When Sandra Aloisi decided to
open her thrift store, she did it
because she sawaneed and because
of all the towns in the San Luis
Valley, Del Norte was about the only
one that didn’t have an affordable
option for shopping.

“I saw a need for it in the town.
People love thrift stores and
going out to find a deal. We have
people here who need it, yes. But
we also have people who really
enjoy shopping without the fear
of breaking the bank,” said Aloisi.

Aloisi was quick to getin contact
with local entrepreneur and the
owner of the buildings that used
to be the old hospital in Del Norte
— Stan Johnson.

“I told him I thought we needed
a thrift store. Somewhere people
could go for a good deal and not
have to always shop at the higher
end boutiques. It takes each one
to help a community and since we
have several in the area, we needed
a thrift store to help balance it out,”
said Aloisi.

It wasn’t long before Aloisi
opened her doors that she found
out just how right she was. Not only
does The Merc accept donations,
Aloisiwill also hand selectand even
buy items from people looking to
sell the things they no longer need
or use.

“If someone is moving, I will
suggest they try to sell an item on
Facebook Marketplace first but if
they do not have any luck, then
I will offer a fair price. We are a
for-profit business, and we work
to help the community as much as
we can,” she said.

Aloisi was also fortunate enough
to find a group of women locally to
help her daily at the store.

“Thave such amazing volunteers.
They come in and help with
everything and I really could not
do this without them,” she said.

The Merc is part of a growing
strip mall-type building that has
everything from the Respawn
Arcade and VR Room to antique
stores such as The Golden Fleece
and a hair salon.

“We are like a family here. We
help each other out when we can,
and we always tell our customers to
go and check out our neighboring
businesses. It is very unique and
great for the community,” she said.

Aloisi sometimes travels to other
thrift stores in the state to seek out
unique and wonderful items to add
to her growing collection.

“The donations we get are really
amazing and I am always willing
to consider a donation, but I also
love going to find other items that
people might enjoy whether its
jewelry or clothing,” she said.

Aloisi also gives back to the
community by providing extra
children’s clothing to the Del Norte
Head Start or making clothing
donations to local women shelters
and other places in need.

“That’s the beauty of this. We get
to decide how we give backand how
we supportour community, soIam
always encouraging people to think
about what this town needs and
then to put together a plan. Even
if you fail, at least you can say you
tried and you never know. It might
work out for the best,” she said.

The old hospital is filling up fast
but there are still some wonderful
rooms that could be filled with all
manner of businesses for those who

may be interested.

“Come on in and see us. I am
sure you will find something you
love. This really is my happy place,”
she said.

Sandra Aloisi sits in the sunshine
of her back show room of The Merc
Gently Loved Thrift Store in Del
Norte. Aloisi saw a need for a fun
and inviting place for the com-
munity to come and not only find
treasures, but a deal or two as well.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
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New merchandise
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Come in and,
check it out! "4 :
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Creede
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8 An enchanting
= Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
| Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & Specialty
Foodp

The Drive

Open Daily 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main * 658- 2848 Creede
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Alpine Restoration
Services Inc

4&

Restoration Services Offered:
- Mold Testin
- Black Mol
« Flooding
« Plumbing

provide cleanup, remediation and

damages quickly and affordably.

Local expert restoration services that

prevention services for your home and
business caused by sudden and acute

Give us a call today at 719-221-8040
Or visit us online at: alpinerestorationservice.com

- Smoke
« Fire
- Tobacco
» Marijuana
- Wildlife
- BioHazard and more!
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Bernadette Gingrass
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719-850-1993

bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622
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DOWN THE ROAD

AUTO REPAIR SHoP
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JAKE LEDBETTER | OWNER/ TECHNICIAN
SAN LUIS VALLEY, COLORADO ',

Locked Out? Lost Your keys? Just Need a spare?
We've Got You Covered!
Smart Keys Transponders « Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock (719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

Shoppingjlihatrsidustyour Style

I TR enaIicarie ¢
TBovdligue_ ‘f

Specializinginimemborial, holldag any 0CCaSioNtigShIGISH
apparel;iiumbless) coffee mugs, keychains, car andlbic
vehiclewinyllanddecals; business card&and much|
25 @IAdames Street, Monte!Vicita
CallManiel atiaO-937-962 9 tolplace your one
todagjenemailimariemedina3 O (@hotmail.com’y,
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C&TRR season began Memorial Day weekend

CONTRIBUTED

ANTONITO — The Cumbresand Toltec Scenic
Railroad’s 2024 season opened Memorial Day
weekend with departures on Saturday, May 25.

Travel back to the Old West on one of the most
authenticrail tripsavailable. Pulled by historicsteam
locomotive, you will ride in all original Denver and
Rio Grande 19th century equipment.

Regular daily passenger service is May 25-Oct.
19, and will run six days a week, Tuesday-Sunday.
Daily passenger service includes All Aboard trips
thatrunthefulllinebetween Antonito,and Chama,
N.M., and Half Limited trips, which travel from
either Antonito or Chama to Osier Station and
then return to the point of origin.

The Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad is a
National Historic Landmark. At64-milesinlength,
it is the longest, the highest and most authentic
steamrailroadin North America, travelingthrough
some of the most spectacular scenery in the Rocky
Mountain West.

Owned by the states of Colorado and New
Mexico, the train crosses state borders 11 times,
zigzagging along canyon walls, burrowing through
two tunnels, and steaming over 137-foot Cascade
Trestle. All trains steam along through deep forests
of aspens and evergreens, across high plains filled
with wildflowers, and through a rocky gorge of
remarkable geologicformations. Deer,antelope, elk,
fox, eagles and even bear are frequently spotted on
this family friendly, off-the grid adventure.

Formoreinformation, visithttps://cumbrestoltec.
com.

DEPARTING ANTONITO

The excitement begins the moment the train
leaves the station in Antonito. Beyond the vast,
open San Luis Valley, the imposing peaks of the
Rocky Mountainsseem tostretch forever. Thetrain
quickly covers the flat ground and reaches a series
of hills. It crosses Ferguson's Trestle, named for a
man who was hung there, then climbs to a lava
mesa, a remnant of the mountains’ volcanic past.
From here, the route winds around wide curves,
going up into the mountains.

Eleven State Border Crossings

White-barked, slender aspen trees, which turn
yellow-gold in fall, form a light, whispery forest.
WEl pass Sublette, N.M., an abandoned railroad
town that still provides water for the steam
locomotives. Shortly after, the train makes another
crossing between Colorado and New Mexico state
lines. Can you count all 112

Rocky and Dramatic

Oneofthemostspectacularpartsofthetripstarts
as the train inches its way along the rim of Toltec
Gorge. Well head through Mud Tunnel, which
is supported by wood beams. Around Phantom
Curve, named for a spire of rock that casts a ghostly
shadow, then through Rock Tunnel is a narrow
ledge where the dizzying view is straight down to
the rushing Rio de los Pinos. The train roughly
follows this river along much of its route.

Reaching New Heights

Well stop for lunch at the old townsite of Osier.
Past Osier, the train first crosses 137-foot-tall
Cascade Creek Trestle, thehighestontheline. Trees
are sparse here and the open mountain scenery is
magnificent. Around Tanglefoot Curve, a loop so

Photo by Brian Williams

Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad Engine 488 rumbles across the Cascade Trestle. At 137
feet high, it is the highest bridge on the 64-mile route between Antonito and Chama, N.M.,

and crosses Cascade Creek.

tight that the train seems almost folded in half, the
locomotive steamstoward Cumbres Pass. At10,015
feet elevation, it is the highest pass reached by rail
in the United States. There are tall conifers and
meadows that bloom with wildflowers in spring
andsummer. Atthesummitisan oldsectionhouse,
one of many of the railroads historic buildings.

Descending Into the Chama Valley

As the steep descent begins, sweeping views of
the Chama Valley unfold. The lower elevations are
dominated by aspen trees and grassy hills. Just past
the area that was once the historic Lobato sheep
ranch is the Lobato Trestle. This trestle spans Wolf
Creek. Chama,N.M.,, theend oftherail, isjustahead.
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1408 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork

Exceptional Mountain Retreat nestled within the
prestigious gated community of Bear Creek, this
Exquisite home at 1408 Bear Creek Circle offers
an unparalleled blend of Elegance, Tranquility, and
Natural beauty. With 3,882 square feet of meticu-
lously designed living space, this property is a sanc-
tuary for those seeking rest from the everyday hus-
tle. Interior Features: Entryway with Stained Glass
Doors: The grand entrance sets the tone, welcoming
you into a large, elegant living room complete with
a corner fireplace and an adjacent wet bar—perfect
for entertaining guests. Large Custom Kitchen: -

The heart of this home boasts custom alder wood
cabinets, beautiful quartz countertops, and a butler N E W L ’ S T’ N G |
pantry with built-in custom shelving and storage O
cabinets. The kitchen seamlessly leads to a spacious laundry area flooded with natural light, making
laundry a pleasant task. Beautiful Dining Room: Accessible from the kitchen, the dining room opens
to a spacious awe-inspiring back deck. Perfect place to enjoy that first cup of morning coffee. Stairway
to Loft: Ascend the large staircase to the open loft—an ideal space for a game area and home office. 3
Bedrooms: Master Bedroom (Main Floor): Flooded with ample natural light, the master bedroom pro-
vides a cozy ambiance. It features a spacious retreat with a jumbo-sized walk-in closet complete with
custom shelving and cabinets. The master bath includes a walk-in shower and spa tub for your in-home
spa experience. Additional 1 and a % Bath are Well-appointed and elegantly designed, the bathrooms
provide comfort and convenience. Lower-Level Stairwell: Leads to an intimate family room and two
spacious downstairs guest bedrooms. Immaculate 3-Car Garage and 1-Car Workshop: With custom
cabinets and work benches a dream come true, providing plenty of room for all your tools and outdoor
adventure toys. Outdoor Delights: Bear Creek runs through this property, nature’s music to your ears.
Mountain Views: Wake up to awe-inspiring vistas of the surrounding peaks. The ever-changing canvas
of sunrises and sunsets will leave you breathless. Wildlife Haven: Immerse yourself in the enchanting
wilderness. Mule deer, elk, and even the elusive black bear occasionally grace the property. Year-Round
Adventure: Explore hundreds of miles of ATV trails right outside your door. In winter, hit the slopes at
‘Wolf Creek Ski Area, just 30 minutes away. Tranquil Creekside Strolls: Meander along the community
walking trails that follow the gentle curves of Bear Creek. Listen to the soothing sounds of water as
you unwind. This is more than a home; it’s an invitation to embrace the rugged elegance of Colorado’s
high country. Escape to 1408 Bear Creek Circle and discover a lifestyle where luxury meets wilderness.
MLS# 813472 - $1,420,000

. Bernadette Gingrass

Charming Mountain Retreat with
Breathtaking Views Nestled in the

picturesque town_g L o l D

v Dedrooms
and 2 bathrooms, this home pro-
vides ample room for relaxation
and rejuvenation. The open liv-
ing area boasts a large Sunny Bay §
window, allowing natural light to
flood the space and framing panoramic Mountain Views. The heart of this home is the
well-appointed kitchen, abundance of cabinets, including convenient lazy Susan stor-
age. You'll find all the essentials: a refrigerator, cookstove, dishwasher. Perfect kitchen
for entertaining your friends and family. Gather around the wood-burning stove in the
living room, where warmth and comfort await. The home’s insulation ensures a snug
retreat during chilly mountain evenings. Step onto the inviting front sitting porch, sip
your morning coffee, and observe the local wildlife. Mule deer and wild turkeys fre-
quently visit the serene Ponderosa Valley Estates. A large laundry room with abundant
storage, a wash sink, and a washer and dryer adds convenience to daily living. Park your
vehicles in the 2-car garage and utilize the detached cement floor garage/workshop with
water supply and 110/220 power for all your mountain toys or hobbies. This home is
ready for you to make it your own—whether it’s your dream residence, a home away
from home, or a vacation rental. Explore nearby activities such as skiing, four-wheeling,
hiking, and gold medal fly fishing. The Rio Grande River is just moments away. Enjoy
the convenience of paved roads, city water sewer system, and your very own well and
large .83-acre lot. Priced at $479,500 this property offers an exceptional opportunity to
embrace mountain living. Schedule your private showing today and embark on Your
Mountain Adventure in this beautiful, tranquil Ponderosa Valley Estates neighborhood!
Don't wait, call and schedule today! MLS#810774 - $479,500

Bernadette Gingrass
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(193 Whispering Pines Drive » South Fork )

( 0254 Timberline Trail « South Fork

Discover The Essence of Excellence Moun-
tain Living in this custom-built Master-
piece! Situated on 1.84 sloping acres within
the prestigious Rio Grande Club, this 4,466
sq ft home offers unparalleled vistas and |
modern elegance. Key Features: Inspiring
Views: Unsurpassed panoramas stretch
north, east, and south, capturing the rugged g
beauty of the San Juan Mountains. Archi-
tectural Marvel: A two-level design seam-
lessly blends contemporary finishes with a
mountain aesthetic. (‘rang Entryway: Step
into the vaulted ceiling living room adorned
with Swedish Cope logs and a striking rock gas ﬁreplace. Expansive Deck: Access the large stone
rock deck from the living area, where you'll soak in views of the golf course, mountains, and valley
below. Gourmet Kitchen: Culinary ent{tuslaste will appreciate custom cabinets, granite countertops,
and top-of-the-line Wolf appliances. Master Suite: The upper-level primary suite boasts a spa-like
bathroom and an adjacent study. Lower-Level Comfort: Three additional bedrooms with 9-foot
ceilings offer Alderwood doorways and magnificent vistas. Entertainment Haven: The lower level
features a spacious game room with a pool table, TV, and workout equipment. Year-Round Comfort:
Radiant floor heat and an extra-large 1000-gallon propane tank ensure warmth during chilly days.
Outdoor Delight: Enjoy ever-changing mountain views from the adjacent deck or cozy up by the
stone mantel gas fireplace. Gas-Burning Fireplace: The lower level sitting area with a mini bar and
stunning views is perfect for relaxation and entertaining family and friends. This home includes an
adjacent parcel allowing direct access to the national forest from the front of the property so enjoy-
ing your favorite outdoor activities are just steps aw:;%r. The 2-car garage has workshop hot & cold
sink an extra - large 76-gallon water heater, water softener. Programable hot water throughout the
home, hot & cold water outside faucet and plenty of room for storage and a workbench. There is a se-
curity system monitored by Valley Lock and Security. Land lines in most every room. Century-Link
phone highspeed internet and Direct TV. Managed lighting and surround sound throughout the
home and the Smart Home allows you to control from anywhere. This home is a Hole in One! One
of a kind, designed and built providing that sense of hospitality, openness, beauty, and tranquility.
Location ngh%lghts Rio Grande Club: Overlooking the 11th hole, this exclusive community offers
golf, recreation, and natural beauty. Outdoor Paradise: Explore nearby trails, fishing spots, the Rio
Grande River, the South Fork River and Wolf Creek Ski area. Doesn't get any more epitome than
this! Check out the Video. Call and schedule your private showing today! MLS#811509 - $2,750,000

. Bernadette Gingrass
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222 La Lomita Circle - South Fork
Perfect 2.0-acre lot to build Your
Dream Home. Luxurious Mountain
Retreat Awaits: Build Your Dream
Home! Nestled amidst the majestic
peaks, this pristine lot awaits your
architectural vision. Imagine waking
up to panoramic vistas that stretch as
far as the eye can see—each sunrise
painting the sky in hues of amber
and rose gold. Welcome to your own
private haven, where nature’s splen-
dor meets refined living. Breathtak-
ing Views. This parcel of land boasts
captivating views in every direction. g
Gaze upon rolling hills, snow-capped summits, and the meandering Rio Grande
River. Whether youre sipping morning coffee or stargazing at night, the scenery
will leave you spellbound. Ready for Your Vision. The canvas is blank, awaiting your
brushstrokes. With water and sewer readily available, however you will need to secure
your water and sewer taps. Picture a modern retreat with ﬂoor—to—ceiling windows,
seamlessly blending indoor and outdoor spaces. Paved Road Access No rugged trails
here—just a smooth, paved road leading to your paradise. Arrive in style. Over Two
Acres of Possibility Spread your wings across two gently sloping sprawling acres. De-
sign your oasis—an infinity pool, terraced gardens, or perhaps a meditation pavilion.
Outdoor Enthusiast’s Paradise For the angler’s heart, the Rio Grande River beckons.
Cast your line, and reel in memories. Nearby, the National Forest is a playground for
hikers, birdwatchers, and seekers of solitude. Your Winter Wonderland Awaits Just 20
miles away, the Wolf Creek Ski Resort cradles you in its snowy embrace. Glide down
powdery slopes, cozy up by the fire, savoring the warmth of shared stories. Your Leg-
acy Awaits This isn't just land; it’s your legacy in the making. Generations will gather
here, creating memories under star-studded skies. Build your dream home refuge—a
testament to life well-lived. More pictures coming soon. MLS#812710 - $79,900
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Thinking of Selling in 2024
Expect the Best,
Call Bernadette

exp

Bernadette
Gingrass

719-850-1993
bmgingrass@gmail.com
License #100072622
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Your RealEstato Listings coulfreach
over 18000 prospectie buyers!

Get in on thig Great Deal and see the regults.

Reserve suace for a minimum of twelve [1Z) weeks for..
3.4" wide x 2" tall —%3% perweex
3.4” wide x4” tall 570 perweex

34" wide X 6" ——5109 perweex
7’ wide X 2" tall 570 perweex
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