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ALAMOSA — Every-
one is invited to join the 
San Luis Valley Women’s 
March at 10 a.m. today at 
the corner of Richardson 
Avenue and Main Street 
in Alamosa. This family-
friendly, nonpartisan 
event will be led by the 
Adams State University 
Drum Line. The theme, 
“Vision 2020,” celebrates 
100 years of women 
voting. Following the 
march will be a one-hour 
program at Adam State 
University’s Carson Au-
ditorium Building.

Women’s 
March 
today

VFW Post 
BINGO

ALAMOSA — VFW 
Post 899 Bingo has 
moved from Tuesdays-
to-Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
— the doors open at 
3:30 p.m.

Former Valley Courier Managing 

Editor Ruth Heidi’s column ex-

presses her appreciation toward 

the many San Luis Valley people 

who have supported her as she 

continues to battle cancer.

Rio Frio returns for 11th year

By KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — Sub-zero tem-
peratures of late are both a curse 
and a blessing for the upcoming 
Rio Frio Ice Fest, unfolding Jan. 
24-26 in the “coldest place in the 
nation.”

“Beach Party” is the theme for 
the 11th annual event which fea-
tures the Rio Frio 5K on ice with 
runners traversing the frozen sur-
face of the Rio Grande. The entire 
weekend is sponsored by the City 
of Alamosa, Visit Alamosa and 
the Alamosa County Chamber 
of Commerce with a host of local 
business sponsors as well.

Jes Jolly with Alamosa Parks 
and Recreation said this week 
that staff has tested the river 
ice and found 8 to 10 inches of 
thickness, literally deep enough 
to drive a vehicle on.

Pond curling to 

replace popular 

ice carousel

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

More than 200 spectators braved “frio” temperatures for the annual fire-in-ice bonfire on San Juan 
Avenue during the Saturday night event in 2019. After more that 30 minutes of raging fire it appeared 
that the tower would not collapse, but viewers were treated to a fiery display of color, especially from 
the ice carvings on top of the tower.■ See ICE page 3

Golden Pick Hockey 
tournament on now

CREEDE — The 13th annual 

Golden Pick Pond Hockey tourna-

ment will kick off today and Sunday. 

“This annual tournament has 

been a huge hit, bringing the locals 

out to cheer on teams from all over 

Colorado, New Mexico, Michigan 

and Texas,” according to the Creede 

Mineral & County Colorado web-

site.  

The tournament consists of two 

levels of competition and is set up in 

a way that ensures each participating 

team gets to play at least one playoff 

game by the end. 

The schedule is known to hockey 

enthusiasts as a round-robin format 

with a 3-on-3 team play. 

Registration is now open and will 

be open from 7:30-8:30 a.m. Satur-

day and the first game begins at 9 
a.m. on both days, so be sure to visit 

www.creedepondhockey.wordpress.

com to get signed up.

Guests will enjoy some good old fashioned hockey games, warm bonfires, live theatre and a chance 
to get out and enjoy the winter next weekend in Creede.

Courtesy photo

ALAMOSA, STATEWIDE — 
The Alamosa Police Department 
learned the identity of a juvenile 
suspect, who was apprehended, 
for producing an online threat 
directed toward the Alamosa 
School District on Wednesday.

All Alamosa School District and 
Ombudsman classes were can-
celed Thursday after discovering 
the online threat; however, the 
district resumed classes Friday.

“Law enforcement took immedi-
ate action to address the person 
and their posted online threat 
— we thank all of them.

“No students or staff were ever 
in imminent danger.

“Students, parents, staff and 
community members are asked to 
continue reporting anything that 
ever resembles a threat- or safety-
related issue to law enforcement 
and school officials.”

At 8 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
Alamosa Police Department 
School Resource Officer received 
a Safe2Tell tip regarding a social 
media post about a potential 
threat at the Alamosa High 
School.

ABOUT SAFE 2 TELL
As a result of Columbine, the 

State of Colorado began passing 
pieces of legislation to foster 
safe schools and communities for 
Colorado’s youth. In 2000, HB 00-
1119 was passed, which requires 
information sharing between law 
enforcement and schools, recog-
nizing it as the key to prevention 
and intervention. Also passed by 
the State legislature and now 
required of Colorado schools: safe 
school planning (SB 11-133) and 
bullying prevention (SB 01-080).  

Safe2Tell Colorado is designed 
to help schools identify youth 
who are struggling to prevent 
violence and tragedies from occur-
ring. Tips submitted to Safe2Tell 
Colorado provide schools a way 
to gather critical information 
about safety concerns within their 
schools or communities and use 
this intel to create effective inter-
ventions in the lives of students. 
A key component to the Safe2Tell 

Info about 

Safe 2 Tell
Hotline helps avert 

threat in Alamosa

■ See SAFE page 3

SAGUACHE COUNTY — A 
suspect has turned himself in 
after a warrant was issued in a 
burglary case under investigation 
by Undersheriff Jim McCloskey 
since spring of 2019.

Benjamin Velasquez, 48, of 
Center, surrendered to Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office on Monday. 
He was charged with two counts 
of theft from $1,000 and $5,000 
ranging up to $20,000.

On May 6, a Saguache County 
contractor notified the Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office about 
$10,120 of construction equipment 
that had been stolen from his prop-
erty. The bulk of the equipment 
taken was 113 cement forms. Other 
items, included a vibratory plate 
packer, three corner sets and vari-
ous metal rods and stakes. 

A second burglary at the same 
location was reported to the Sher-
iff’s Office on May 16. This time 

thieves took 20 round rods and 
two of three game cameras used to 
record the thefts. The theft victim 
also told Undersheriff McCloskey 
during this visit he believed he 
had located most of his stolen ce-
ment forms along Road B, behind 
a fenced-in area. 

McCloskey obtained a search 
warrant for the property and the 
victim of the thefts identified 93 of 
the cement forms and two of the 
corner sets. The owner of the prop-
erty, Dillon Velasquez, confirmed 
to McCloskey that his brother, 
Benjamin “Bengy” Velasquez had 
brought the forms to his property 
for storage within the same time 
as the burglary occurred and was 
driving a white truck, recorded on 
the theft victim’s remaining game 
camera in the second burglary. 

As the result of questioning the 
owners of the property on County 
Road B, their relatives and those 

working for them, McCloskey was 
able to narrow down his suspect list 
to a specific person, Jesus Moreno, 
who also drove a white truck. 

Moreno said his nephew, Mario 
Ortega, had borrowed his truck at 
precisely the time the two thefts 
being investigated were commit-
ted. He also said this nephew had 
shown him a game camera and 
asked his wife to sell it for him. 
Ortega confirmed he borrowed 
Moreno’s truck within that time 
frame. 

McCloskey then received a tip 
from an inmate at the Saguache 
County Jail regarding thefts, 
burglaries and drugs. The inmate 
stated that Benjamin Velasquez 
of Center, also Jesus Moreno, had 
stolen the cement forms. He indi-
cated he had helped unload the 
forms out of Moreno’s truck at the 
County Road B location but had not 
participated in the first burglary. 

Suspected burglar turns himself in

AL AMOSA —  SLV 
Pride will be holding its 
monthly meet-up at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday at the 
Adams State University 
CoRE Center in the Stu-
dent Union Building in 
Alamosa. Those interest-
ed in attending can park 
in the SUB parking lot nd 
use the north doors. This 
month is Game Night.

SLV Pride 
will meet

Centauri leaves Monte Vista 

with perfect record intact.



Page 2 Valley Courier Saturday, January 18, 2020

Record

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 
or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.ala-
mosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 
the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of 
the submitting party, an additional fee will be 
assessed.

ALAMOSA POLICE REPORT

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 12-
Step Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that we 
are not affiliated with any 
outside organizations, but 
in the spirit of coopera-
tion, we list these meeting 
schedules for friends and 
family. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Hall at 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598 

Spruce St., Del Norte
7 p.m. Community 

Church on Main St., Creede
7:30 p.m. Creative Re-

source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church at 
751 Lincoln St., Monte 
Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior 

Health Group at 8745 CR 
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 518 1st St., 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crestone 
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)

San Luis Valley Crimestoppers

If you have information about an unreported or 
unsolved crime in the San Luis Valley, Crimestoppers 
pays for information that leads to the arrest of criminal 
offenders. Citizens may report crimes anonymously 
and remain eligible for rewards.

Call San Luis Valley Crimestoppers at 589-4111.

DEL NORTE — Wanda 
C. Metz, age 77, of Del 
Norte, passed away peace-
fully at the University of 
Colorado Hospital in Den-
ver on Jan. 14, 2020.  

Wanda was born on Dec. 
13, 1942 in Commerce 
City  to Kenneth and Lil-
lie Weaver. She graduated 
from Adams City High 
School.

Although Wanda spent 
25 years as a bookkeeper for 
Bill Keeling Oil and Wright 
Valley Oil Companies, her 
true passion was spending 
time with her family and in 
the mountains.  

She couldn’t get enough 
camping, fishing and hunt-
ing. Another passion she 
had was spending time 
with her third child, Butt-
head, her beloved Springer 
Spaniel.  They spent count-
less hours outside playing 
ball.

Wanda is survived by the 
love of her life, Raymond 
Pacheco of Del Norte. She 
was a loving mother and 
best friend to her children, 
Don (Missy) Oney of North 
Dakota and Donna Oney 
of Monte Vista. She is also 
survived by her broth-
ers, Wendell Weaver of 
Blackhawk and Warren 
Weaver of Monte Vista; 
her grandchildren, Alisha 

Wanda C. Metz, 77

Browning (Josh Muniz), 
Casey (Amanda) Becker, 
Joshua Becker, Delyce 
(Cory) Oney-Desrosier, 
Shalyce (Collin) Trujillo, 
DJ Oney, Cody (Alana) 
Varner and Brandon Oney; 
15 great grandchildren and 
one great great grandchild 
as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and her close 
friends, Joann Aguilar and 
Pat Butero.

Wanda was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
grandson, Derick Oney; 
and her beloved, Chico.

Cremation was selected 
and a memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday Jan. 21, 2020 at 
Rogers Family Mortuary in 
Monte Vista, located at 404 
Morris Street. To express 
condolences, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com

Rogers Family Mortuary 
in Monte Vista is in care of 
the arrangements.

OBITUARIES

DEL NORTE — At 4 
p.m. on Saturday at the 
Gateway Church of Del 
Norte, there will be an 
Appreciation Party for 
outgoing Del Norte Chief 

of Police, Bobby Fresquez. 
A potluck meal is 

planned as an opportunity 
to say “thank you” for 32 
years of service to the Del 
Norte community. 

Residents are asked 
to come and show their 
support. 

 To RSVP, please text 
either 719-849-8506 or 
719-849-5600. 

Del Norte set to throw 
an Appreciation Party

LA JARA — A regular 
Board Meeting for the 
North Conejos School 
District Board of Edu-
cation will be held at 

6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 at the District 
Administration Office 
in La Jara. 

Agendas are available 

at the District Adminis-
tration Office, 17890 US 
Highway 285, La Jara 
or on our web site www.
northconejos.com.    

North Conejos School Board 
will be meeting Tuesday

Terry S. Blackmon, 75
DEL NORTE — Terry 

S. Blackmon, 75, passed 
away Jan. 10, 2020 in his 
home with his loving wife 
Patricia and sister Debbie 
by his side.  

Terry was born October 
14, 1944 in Cheyenne 
Okla., to Jewel and Bonnie 
Blackmon.

He moved to the San 
Luis Valley in the winter of 
1961 and graduated from 
Del Norte High School in 
1963. 

He had many different 
jobs in his youth but the 
positions that mattered 
most were his years of 
service to his community 
and the town of Del Norte.  

He took pride in his ser-
vice to the Sheriff’s Office, 
as Del Norte police chief, 
as a volunteer firefighter, 
as a business owner pro-
viding medical supplies 
to the community, and 
as mayor of Del Norte.  
Terry served on the Town 

Board, ambulance board, 
and on the Fire Protection 
District.  

Terry’s devotion to the 
community was unmea-
sured and his hope for 
the community to prosper 
never faltered.  

Terry is preceded in 
death by his father Jewel 
Blackmon, aka Blacky; 
mother Bonnie Blackmon; 
and sister Ruth West.  

Terry is survived by his 
devoted wife of 49 years, 
Patricia Blackmon; sister 
Debbie (Darwin) Brews-
ter, mother-in-law, Lyda 
Finnigan; his two children 
TJ (Aimee) Blackmon, 
Michelle (Tyler) DiDo-
nato and grandson Clint 
Blackmon.  

A memorial service will 
be planned for later in the 
spring. 

In leu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to 
the Rio Grande Hospital 
Wound Care Clinic.

ANTONITO — Kenton 
Goodge, 57, passed away 
at home in Antonito. 

Ken was born on Aug. 
15, 1962 to Joseph and 
LaNella Goodge and was 
one of four children. 

Ken was an avid sports-
man, enjoying hunting, 
fishing and adventures in 
the mountains whenever 
he could. 

Kenny attended grade 
school at Manassa El-
ementary and attended 
high school at Centauri 
High School. 

Kenny joined the ser-
vice after high school. He 
was in the U.S. Army for 
three years, part of which 
was spent in Germany. 
When his service was 
concluded, he worked for 
Bill Rogers, Asplundh 
and Robin’s Construction, 
where he enjoyed driv-
ing truck until his failed 
health caused him to quit. 
Then he enjoyed working 
in his yard.

Ken was proceeded in 
death by his father, Jo-
seph Goodge. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Gerry; mother, 
LaNella; step-daughters, 
Alanae (Jaron) Cahoon 
and Jennifer Timmer-
man; siblings, Terry, 
Susan, and Jerry; five 
grandchildren; along with 

Kenton Goodge, 57

numerous nieces and 
nephews whom all loved 
him dearly. 

The family has chosen 
cremation and a grave-
side service, which will 
be held at Fox Creek 
Cemetery on Wednesday 
Jan. 22, 2020 at 11 a.m.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary, of Alamosa, is in care 
of the arrangements. 

To leave online con-
dolences or words of 
strength for the family, 
please visit www.rogers-
funerals.com. 

ALAMOSA — Dr. Kent 
Whitford Myers was born 
in Alamosa on Aug. 6, 1949.  

As the eldest of four sib-
lings, Kent was a role model 
to his two brothers, Carl and 
Jeff; and sister, Michele. 
His mother, Helen Myers, 
and father, Whitford Myers, 
were both respected judges 
and raised them in small-
town Alamosa. 

Kent was known for be-
ing a rare child who was 
bright, focused, and truly 
serious about attaining his 
objectives. 

He demonstrated this as 
an accomplished athlete in 
a variety of sports, including 
football, track, diving and 
especially judo. 

More importantly, Kent 
knew from an early age that 
he wanted to be a doctor and 
excelled academically and 
was accepted into Johns 
Hopkins University. Kent 
completed undergradu-
ate studies at Colorado 
State University in 1971 
and achieved his goal of 
becoming Dr. Kent Myers, 
MD upon graduating from 
medical school from the Uni-
versity of Utah in 1975. He 
completed his Residency at 
the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center, which start-
ed his career as a certified 
practitioner of family and 
geriatric medicine for over 
40 years. It was in Nebraska 
that Dr. Myers met his 
wife, Cynthia, and married 
in 1979. They raised three 
children — Michelle, Ryan, 
and Kevin — in Scottsbluff 
where Kent opened a clinic 
in nearby Morrill. 

The family moved to Ari-
zona in 1990 adding to the 
family with three grand 
children, Mackenzie, Mer-
rick, and Korah; and great 
grand-daughter Moa. 

In Arizona, Kent earned 
a reputation as a brilliant 
geriatric medical doctor as-

Dr. Kent Whitford Myers

sisting patients out of clinics 
and hospitals in Sun City. 

Dr. Myers also was com-
monly referred to as Sensei 
Myers as he spent his life 
teaching judo and was 
widely respected as an ex-
ceptional teacher. 

Kent started judo at age 
11 and earned a career- long 
goal of Rokudan — sixth- 
degree black belt — after 
contributing over 50 years 
to the judo community. 

Dr. Myers joined Midwest-
ern University as an associ-
ate professor where he wrote 
the curriculum and taught 
courses in general medicine 
and physical diagnosis for 
over a decade. 

He was passionate about 
being a doctor and teaching, 
which is why Kent felt fortu-
nate to spend his final years 
with the Podiatric Medicine 
program. He knew there 
wasn’t anything he would 
enjoy more than teaching 
and his Alzheimer’s research 
after he retired from practic-
ing medicine. 

Dr. Kent Myers, MD, 
passed away Jan. 11, 2020. 
In addition to his loving 
family, he leaves behind a 
legacy of knowledge that will 
live on forever in the medi-
cal and judo communities.
Memorial Service will be 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020 at 2 
p.m. at Royal Oaks 10015 W. 
Royal Oak Road, Sun City, 
Ariz., 85351.

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa Police Department’s 
police report
from Jan. 6-Jan. 16 is as follows:

On Jan. 15, a minor was cited with a criminal attempt 
inciting the destruction of life or property, interference 
with an educational institution (Alamosa High School) 
and delinquency at 805 Craft Dr.

Jan. 6
Guadalupe Aguilar was cited with theft at 720 Del 

Sol Dr.
Jan. 10

Gary McLaren, 68, was cited with following too closely 
at 2000 Main.

Louis Rodriguez Fain, 35, was cited with trespassing 
at 3333 Clark St.

Adeline Acosta, 44, was cited with driving an unin-
sured vehicle, driving under restraint and displaying 
fictitious plates at 2100 Main.

Jan. 11
Joekia Salazar, 25, was cited with trespassing at 

1315 17th St.
Christopher Martinez was cited with theft at 3333 

Clark St.
Jan. 12

Ashley Reinberg, 31 was cited with failure to yield 
and driving without a valid license, as well as failure 
to remain at the scene of an accident at Market St. 
and Main.

Jonathan Hale, 37, was cited with failure to present 
insurance and driving the wrong way on a one way at 
1200 Main.

Nancy Espinoza, 38, was cited with failure to yield, 
reckless endangerment, child abuse and DUI at 100 
Edgemont Blvd.

Jan. 14
Gerald Martinez, 51, was cited with harassment, 

domestic violence, resisting an officer and obstruction 
of emergency personnel at 1700 State Ave.

David Lalomondiere was cited with first-degree bur-
glary, criminal mischief, theft, felony menacing and 
resisting an officer at 201 Pike Ave.

Jan. 15
Joseph Mccaskil was cited with violation of restrain-

ing orders and violation of bail bond conditions at 707 
La Due Ave.

Ryan Burchett, 29, was cited with careless driving 
at 1700 W. 8th St.

Nicholas Rodriguez was cited with domestic violence, 
second-degree assault, third-degree assault, false im-
prisonment, obstruction of telephone service, criminal 
mischief and harassment at 111 Pike Ave.

Jan. 16
Jacob Archuleta, 22, was cited with driving with 

obstructed windows at 700 Ross Ave.
Kylee Pacheco, 21, was cited with following too closely 

at 700 State Ave.

On Jan. 15, minor was 

cited for interference with 

an educational institution 

(Alamosa High School)
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Valley News

Ice
■ Continued from Page 1

The downside is that ice 
at the nearby Blanca Vista 
Park is around 16-inches 
thick and will make a 
popular event difficult to 
pull off — the ice carousel. 

With that much ice, it 
would be nearly impos-
sible to saw the oval in the 
ice and be able to move it 
with a boat motor as has 
been done during the last 
few years.

Instead, a new event has 
been added “pond curling,” 
a knock-off of the Winter 
Olympics event, which will 
precede the ever-popular 
polar plunge both on Sun-
day, which also features 
the fat bike races for the 
second year running.

Festivities kick-off Fri-
day night with race packet 
pick up and registration 
at Milagros Coffee House 
with music, games and 
refreshments from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Participants may also 
register or pick up race 
packets from 8-9:30 a.m. at 
the Alamosa Senior Center 
in Cole Park prior to the 
10 a.m. start of the 5K on 
the frozen Rio.

Luminaria cross coun-
try skiing is planned for 
Friday evening, as well 
(6-8 p.m.) at Cattails Golf 
Course if snow conditions 
permit, sponsored by the 
San Juan Nordic Club. 
Participants must provide 
their own equipment.

TAKE A RUN ON 
THE FROZEN RIO

The sixth annual Rio 
Frio 5K on Ice starts at 
10 a.m. Saturday with the 
uniqueness of running on 
the frozen river with spec-
tacular mountain views in 
all directions.

A highlight of each year’s 
ice fest kicks off at noon 
Saturday with live ice 
sculpting on the south side 
of Main Street between 
Hunt and Edison avenues. 

Award-winning artists 
from Colorado Ice Sculp-
tures return and will 
be creating beach party 
themed sculptures. The 
featured attractions will 
be built throughout the 
day but will be given final 
touches between noon and 
3 p.m.

The beach party contin-
ues downtown during that 
same time frame with a 
variety of interactive ac-
tivities for the whole fam-
ily at San Juan and Main, 
highlighted by the annual 
Kiwanis costume contest 

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

Five fat bike racers qualified for the men’s final during last year’s Rio Frio Ice Fest’s 
inaugural event won by Daniel Boyes (far right) in 6:52 on the approximately 1 ½- 
mile course around Blanca Vista Park in Alamosa. Grantly Showalter (7:30) was 
second, followed by Erich Schwiesow (8:04), Adam Moore (8:08) and Jonathon 
Mosar (8:20). Kristi Mountain Sports of Alamosa provided fat bikes for the races.

Andrea Bockman, left, put on a late push to edge out 
Erin Moore at the finish line of the first-ever Rio Frio 
Ice Fest fat bike race during last year’s Sunday event 
at Blanca Vista Park just north of Alamosa. Bockman 
finished in 8:37, just a second ahead of Moore. Emma 
Ressor (9:04) was third and Leona Good (9:41) fourth.

Alamosa Mayor Ty Coleman was the final participant 
in last year’s Rio Frio polar plunge and drew a large 
crowd with his pirate appropriate attire. He leaped 
from the plank and cannon-balled into the icy waters 
below. Alamosa firefighters assisting in the pond were 
Joe Heredia, left, and Mike Abeyta.

at 2 p.m. and character 
“meet and greet” to follow 
at the SLV Brew Pub.

Children are encour-
aged to dress in their best 
beach or fantasy-themed 
costume. There is no fee 
to participate, but par-
ents must sign a liability 
waiver with registration 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. on 
site. The first 50 children 
are guaranteed a partici-
pation award and prizes 
will be awarded to the 
top winners in each age 
division.

GRUB ’N’ PUB, 
FIRE-IN-ICE RE-

TURN
The annual “Grub ’n’ 

Pub” event will run from 
3-7 p.m. Saturday at 
various downtown restau-
rants. A limited number 
of tickets are available 
for the Alamosa Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
sponsored event and may 
be purchased at the De-
pot welcome center or by 
calling 589-9386. Tickets 
are good for food sample 
and/or beverage at each 
participating restaurant.

A spectacular annual 
Ice Fest highlight will 
come to life at 7 p.m. with 
the fire and ice bonfire on 
San Juan Avenue.

“Witness these two ele-
ments battle it out as the 
Alamosa Fire Department 
oversees the burning of 
a large chimney made of 
ice,” according to a news 
release from the city. “Do 
not miss this spectacular 
and unique event that 
celebrates the glory of 

the day.”
POLAR PLUNGE 

MARKS SUNDAY
Sunday’s festivities kick 

off with the second annual 
Kristi Mountain Sports 
Fat Bike Races at Blanca 
Vista Park just north of 
town at 10 a.m. Partici-
pants should bring their 
fat bike to the park, or rent 
one on site, to take part 
in the timed event over 
a course of snow and ice.

Style points are avail-
able for dressing “for a day 
at the beach.” Sign up at 
www.alamosarec.org.

New this year, pond 
curling will be featured 
at 11 a.m. at Blanca Vista 
Park. “Stones” will be 
provided, but participants 
need to bring their own 
brooms to try out this new, 
free event for all ages.

Last, but certainly not 
least, is the annual po-
lar plunge at high noon 
Sunday, again at Blanca 
Vista Park. Watch some 
local celebrities take a 
dip in the icy waters or 
come prepared to try it 
yourself as it is open to the 
public. Clothing-changing 
facilities will be available 
on site.

SPONSORS
The Rio Frio Ice Fest is 

sponsored by the City of 
Alamosa, Visit Alamosa, 
the Alamosa Chamber of 
Commerce, First South-
west Bank, SLV Health, 
Valley Courier, Valley-
Wide Health Systems, 
Body Tune-Up, First In-
surance Services, SLV 
Federal Bank, SLVREC/

CIELLO, Valley Pub-
lishing, Viaero Wireless, 
Adams State Adventure 
Program, the Alamosa 
Senior Center, Alcon Con-
struction, Arby’s, Comfort 
Inn & Suites, Fairfield 
Inn & Suites, Great Sand 
Dunes Lodge, Hampton 
Inn, IHOP, Kristi Moun-
tain Sports, Milagros 
Coffee House, Rio Grande 
Savings & Loan, Skiball’s 
Running World, and SLV 

Sports & Wellness.
For more information, 

contact Alamosa Parks 
& Recreation at 719-589-
2105 or find us online at 
www.riofrioice.com or Rio 
Frio on Ice on Facebook.

model in schools is educat-
ing and engaging students 
on what to watch for and 
what to report equipping 
them with resources to 
report concerns anony-
mously. Safe2Tell Colo-
rado provides training, 
presentations, resources, 
promotional, and market-
ing materials to Colorado 
schools to increase aware-
ness around the Safe2Tell 
model, promoting respon-
sible use of the anonymous 
reporting system. 

State law protects the 
anonymity of the person 
who reports in the tip. 

During an investigation, 
efforts to preserve the 

anonymity of the reporter 
are taken. 

Advice received from the 
tip line is often forwarded 
directly to school officials, 
so schools may proactively 
intervene before a crimi-
nal incident or tragedy 
takes place. 

A Safe2Tell model is 
a tool all schools can 
use, by giving students, 
parents, and others a 
means to report anything 
that concerns their safety 
anonymously.

If schools are experienc-
ing an ongoing problem or 
a specific incident, they 
can advertise the tipline, 
web reporting, and mobile 
app to students to report 
any concerns, which helps 
reduce the time and ef-
fort needed to resolve the 

situation. 
The very existence of 

Safe2Tell Colorado in 
schools is a deterrent and 
can inhibit troublesome 
behavior from happening 
in the first place. 

Safe2Tell Colorado pro-
vides that useful safety 
model, allowing schools 
to focus on educating chil-
dren and providing a safe 
learning environment for 
kids to develop life skills.

Safe2Tell Colorado 
offers schools timesav-
ing resources to easily 
participate and educate 
students, parents and 
staff about the prevention 
model. 

Safe2Tell Colorado is 
available to all Colorado 
students and community 
members, regardless of 

their individual school’s 
participation. 

Key Benefits for School 
Using the Safe2Tell Model 
include:

w Proactive intervention 
prevents incidents before 
they happen.

w Anonymous tipline 
saves time investigating 
incidents.

w The tipline’s existence 
inhibits and deters trou-
blesome behavior.

w 24/7 forwarding of tips 
enables prompt action and 
reduces liability.

w Safe2Tell Colorado 
materials support quick 
and easy implementation.

Much of the informa-
tion used to put together 
this report is courtesy of 
Safe2Tell.org.

Safe
■ Continued from Page 1
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Opinion
To submit news, email:

news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

■ GOVERNOR
Governor Jared Polis (D), State Capi-

tol Building Room 136, 200 East Colfax, 

Denver CO 80203; (303) 866-2471; Fax 

(303) 866-2003.

 ■ STATE HOUSE
Donald Valdez (D), Colorado State 

Representative, District 62, 200 E Colfax, 

Room 307, Denver, CO 80203; phone: 

303-866-2916; email:Donald.valdez.
house@state.co.us

 ■ STATE SENATE
Larry Crowder (R),  Colorado State 

Senator, District 35, 200 E Colfax, Denver, 

CO 80203; phone: 303-866-4875 capitol, 

719-850-2459 cell; email: larry.crowder.

senate@state.co.us

■ U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Scott Tipton (R)  Regional Office — 719-

587-5105; 719-587-5137 (fax); Washington, 

DC — 326 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC 

20515; 202-225-4761; 202-226-9669 (fax); 

http://tipton.house.gov

■ U.S. SENATE
Michael Bennet (D) SLV Regional Of-

fice, 609 Main Street, Suite 110,  Alamosa 

81101; Phone: 587-0096; Fax: 587-0098; 

Washington office — 458 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington DC 20510; DC 

Phone: 202-224-5852; bennet.senate.gov

Cory Gardner (R), Regional Office, 503 

N Main Street, Ste, 426, Pueblo, 719-543-

1324, fax:  202-228-7174; Washington 

office: 354 Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington DC 20510; 202-224-5941
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Fixing cats remains a concern
With a new year, comes new goals and 

public necessities for healthy feline com-
munities. Cats Alive SLV (CASLV) is a 
budding (2013-present) non-profit pledg-
ing to trap-neuter-release (TNR) even 
more abandoned cats this year — with 
your help, that is. So 
far, the number fixed 
in the San Luis Val-
ley since 2013 is 1,230 
kitties, according to 
their web site at: Cat-
sAliveSLV.com.

Need One:  Lisa 
Karst, president of 
CASLV, says the big-
gest need is to find 
volunteers who would 
fill out online grants 
ideal for the nonprofit.  

w Volunteers with 
administrative skills 
are needed. 

w Answering phones and taking mes-
sages would tap another need.

w Several grants from big box stores 
have easy online forms to fill out.  

Need Two: Lisa Karst, president of 
CASLV, says, “I would like each person 
to get one cat fixed on their street. Just 
one can make so much difference when 
we do that across the Valley.”

w Karst also needs people to physically 
trap cats. CASLV has traps for volunteer 
trappers; and plans for a spay-neuter clinic 
as soon as possible.  

w One female cat can have three litters a 
year. Each litter can be as many as seven 
or eight. Then those cats have litters 
and so on. It’s estimated that trapping-
neutering-returning one cat saves over 
1,000 cats that would have been born and 
multiplied something like the Tribbles on 
that classic Star Trek episode from Dec. 
29, 1967. However, this overpopulation 
leads to diseases among cats. 

Need Three: Karst also said that in 
addition to spaying and neutering, Cats 
Alive SLV is refurbishing a building in 
Monte Vista as a future clinic, shelter and 
administration office. She and her board 
are optimistic about The Kittycorner Way-
station (257 Adams in Monte Vista) set to 
open in the spring or summer of 2020. “I 
hope to have a spay-neutering clinic lined 
up with a Colorado Veterinarian,” she said.  

w The building will have a greeting area, 
surgery, recovery and shelter areas.  She 
is painting and laying floors, so it could 
use some physical volunteers to do some 
painting, etc. 

w The Kittycorner Waystation mission 
continues the charge of Cats Alive SLV.  
“We will be a limited admission cat shel-

ter, focused on assisting Cats Alive SLV 
in their mission of reducing the com-
munity cat population through humane 
and effective TNR (trap, neuter, return) 
and rescue of strays and kittens. To this 
purpose, we will accept tame cats found 
on the streets and assist owned cats in 
finding new homes as we can. We will 
do both local adoptions and transfers to 
shelters in more populated regions that 
have higher adoption rates.” (kittycorner-
waystation.org) 

Need Four:  CASLV has a great need 
for fosters for cats and kittens. 

w Also needed, community caretakers 
and drivers to pick up donated cat food 
from the front range

If interested, please call the main num-
ber at 719-298-7028 and leave a voicemail 
message, or email catsaliveslv@gmail.
com to arrange a schedule and duties to 
volunteer. Donate to Cats Alive SLV elec-
tronically via PayPal or in person at 1st 
Southwest or by check/mail to PO Box 84, 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or 257 Adams State 
in Monte Vista 81144.

—Nelda Curtiss is a former substance-
prevention media specialist, journalist, 
and retired college professor who enjoys 
writing and fine arts. Contact her at col-
umnsbynellie@gmail.com.

All is good in the neighborhood! 
Thanks to Ray Smith and the City street 

crews, all the drains on the intersection of 
State and Eighth are clean of ice and snow 
— so thankful. I, and my granddaughter, 
Peyton, had three of them draining and 
then we got to Atencio’s Market and oh, 
my …. more than we could handle. It was 
so awesome to call Ray, have his guys on 
the steam machine, in between jobs and 
be able to help our neighborhood be safe 
… you know, LODA, aka the South Side.

While we were working at Virginia’s 
place (A Cut Above), it was really cool to 
have her come out and ask me what Leo 
and Maria needed for their apartment.  Be-
cause Jennifer Jones-Kelleher had already 
given me a twin bed for Maria, Virginia is 
purchasing twin bedding.  Thanks to Judy 
Kelloff for bringing in towels, and bedding, 
that will work for Leo’s bed. She brought 
in the softest blankets ever!

Habitat for Humanity helped out with a 
love seat and recliner, as did George and 
Evelyn Sprouse- Rowe with a couple more 
chairs. The cute table and chairs were 
provided by the Green Spot, via the Mac 
McFadden family. An anonymous donor 

Apartment 
coming 
along

Valley 
Gardening

BY RUTHIE BROWN

And other good stuff

Nelda 

Curtiss

Movin’ On 

With Nellie

My friends in the San Luis Valley, I am 
sorry to take so long to share an update 
with you. 

Thank you for your support, thoughtful-
ness, prayers and encouragement during 
this past difficult year. I have felt sur-
rounded by love and kindness from you 
all. I am so grateful to have been able 
to call the San Luis Valley home for so 
many decades and to call so many of you 
my friends.

The holidays were 
bittersweet as we cele-
brated the family that 
remained and missed 
our sweet Mamma 
who always made the 
holidays so special for 
us. We tried to main-
tain family traditions 
and sweet memories. 
I miss my mother 
and her friendship so 
much.

Since Mamma died 
from cancer in August, I have been spend-
ing about half my time in Pueblo with 
my father who cannot see well enough to 
drive. I have been privileged to have the 
time to spend with him and am grateful 
for whatever time we have left.

I have been meeting with Dr. Cooper 
in Alamosa every month, and she has 
been such an upbeat and positive encour-
agement to me and my family. She has 
always been upfront with me, as well, 
and answered all the hard questions. I 
opted not to go the chemotherapy route 
because it would not have been helpful 
and would have just made me more miser-
able. I have concentrated on treasuring 
life and the time that is left for me. Dr. 
Cooper has helped me manage my pain 
as the pancreatic cancer has progressed.

This last visit did not bring good news. 
I have been grateful that my liver and 
kidneys have continued functioning prop-
erly, I still have appetite and I have not 
suffered as much pain as I might have. I 
also have been grateful for the miracle of 
more time, as many people with pancre-
atic cancer have not had that privilege. 
I know that is a miracle and answer to 
many prayers.

However, the tumor/mass had doubled 
again in the past month. The mass had 
doubled each month in the last three 
months, which is of course not good news.

I talked plainly with Dr. Cooper about 
the future, and she was honest with me, as 
she always has been, which I appreciate. 
There will not be another Christmas for 
me, short of a major miracle, and quite 
frankly we are talking months to live.

I have always been at peace with that 
prospect and have always said that I am 
all right with whatever happens, whether 
the healing is in this life or in heaven. I 
have no complaints with God and make no 
demands of Him. He has already granted 
me more time and has already given me 
so many wonderful memories and friends 
and family who have loved me. 

I only regret the pain that my family 
will go through in losing another family 
member so soon after Mamma’s passing. 
I know my family will continue to trust 
in the God who will hold them in His 
arms through that time, as He always 
has held them, and as He continues to 
hold each of you. 

You are more precious than life to Him 
– and to me.

With love and gratitude,
Ruth Heide

Update 
from 
Ruth

Ruth 

Heide

 Still Waters

brought in a new microwave and toaster.  
Pat Parker also brought in towels. Dishes 
have come from Anne McFadden and an-
other set from Evelyn, so they can choose 
white or black dishes. We still need to come 
up with some curtains, pots and pans, and 
bath mat, etc., but all in all, Leo and Maria 
will be ready to move in on Sunday. It’s 
been a long haul.  

The folks at Alamosa Housing Authority 
sure have (had) a job to do — I have never 
seen so many signatures required, so much 
paperwork required, in my life, even when 
purchasing my home or the Green Spot. It’s 
bureaucracy at its finest. Kind of sad, when 
you think of the paperwork, multiplied by 
thousands and thousands of folks across the 
country.  Private industry could no doubt 
simplify some of the process. Beyond that, I 
am thankful, that Leo and Maria will now be 
safe and warm. They will be good tenants.

I attended City Council on this past 
Wednesday evening. I complained about 
the snow removal and the hazards relating 
to the gutter pans (that’s what I call them) 
on all the corners. It’s something I complain 
about almost every year, and it’s not getting 
any better. It’s sad! It is the property owners 
responsibility to get these areas cleaned up

I stayed at the meeting to see who was 
appointed to the downtown committee — 
can’t remember what it’s called. I didn’t 
apply, but I hope to sit in on meetings.  
Mainly, I want to see how the South Side 
is (will be) totally ignored. I have always 
believed that if you are going to complain, 
you better try and be educated.

There was also a long discussion on 
parking at Alamosa State University. The 
discussion focused on the already restricted 
parking on Monterrey Avenue and now 
Sierra Avenue residents wanting their own 
parking spots. It’s a tough decision to make, 
so a work session will be planned.

The most important thing I took away 
from that discussion was how “if you com-
plained long enough and hard enough” 
City Council will take you seriously and 
answer your concerns/questions. I think I 
have been complaining about some things 
for at least that long and no one has ever 
come and said, “here’s how I feel about that, 

or here’s your answer.” Guess I will need 
to get louder.

A lot of folks are beginning to transplant 
their houseplants. Spring is a great time 
to do this chore.  Sometimes you just have 
to do it when you have time.  I have been 
doing lots of transplanting the past couple 
of weeks. Did you know that getting your 
hands dirty is actually healthy? I hardly 
ever get sick, and now I know why. I love 
the dirt. I’d be happy to give you a lesson 
on transplanting if you are nervous. Come 
on by.

If you are doing nothing this afternoon 
or Monday, come on by and take a look at 
our little puppies. They are almost 6 weeks 
and just the cutest things. They are ready 
for some socializing.

Ruthie Brown writes a weekly column, 
which comes out every Saturday.

Today is the 18th day of 2020 and the 
29th day of winter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1788, English 
settlers landed in Australia to establish 
a penal colony.

In 1943, the first armed uprising be-
gan at the Warsaw Ghetto in German-
occupied Poland.

In 1964, planners unveiled the designs 
for New York’s World Trade Center.

In 1990, Washington, D.C. mayor 
Marion Barry was arrested on drug 
possession charges as a result of an FBI 
sting operation.

In 1993, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
was officially observed in all 50 states 
for the first time.

TODAY’S FACT: Australia is the 
world’s sixth-largest country by area, at 
2.97 million square miles.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1976, wide 
receiver Lynn Swann gained 161 yards 
on four receptions and was named MVP 
as Pittsburgh defeated Dallas 21-17 in 
Super Bowl X.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “If only we wanted 
to be happy, it would be easy; but we want 
to be happier than other people, which 
is difficult, since we think them happier 
than they are.” — Baron de Montesquieu.

English settlers 
land in Australia
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ALAMOSA —  The 
Southwest Region Migrant 
Education Program (MEP) 
provided gifts to a record 
number of children and 
parents through its Adopt 
a Migrant Family for the 
holiday. “Our hearts are 
filled with joy and appre-
ciation for the continued 
support from numerous 
sponsors making this 
event so successful. Every 
year we look forward to 
this event as it supple-
ments some of the needs of 
our families,” said Esmer-
alda Martinez, director of 
Southwest Region MEP.

The organization shared 
food and presents with 
many at the annual holi-
day celebration. 

Families also had a 
surprise visit from Santa 
Claus. A special thanks to 
Alejandro Tovar, Adams 
State student, for volun-
teering and making the 
event fun for kids. Families 
who were not able to attend 
the event were pleasantly 
surprised to have the pres-
ents delivered to their 
home.

Sponsors include, in no 
particular order: Alamosa 
State Bank, Mountain 
King Potatoes, Zapata 
Seed Company, Trinchera 
Property Management, Ve-
ronica Atencio, Aguilar’s 
Automotive Alignments, 
High Altitude Conve-
nience, LLC; Post Commis-
sary, LLC; Blanca Potato, 
LLC; Smart Phone/Tablet 
Repair, Colorado State 
Patrol, Valley Educator’s 
Credit Union, Conejos 
City Department of Social 
Services, Mrs. Gutierrez-
Marquez & Sons, SLV Im-
migration Resource Cen-
ter, Weiss Dry Cleaners, 
Adams State University 
President Cheryl D. Lovell, 
ASU Human Resources, 
ASU Facilities Services, 
ASU Computing Services, 
ASU Maintenance, Eric 
Carpio and family, Energy 
Resource Center, Valley 
Wide Executive Leader-
ship Team, Valley Wide 
Clinic Providers (BHP), 
Valley Wide Marketing 
Team, Valley Wide Facili-
ties Team, Valley Wide Fi-
nance Team, Valley Wide 
Health Information Man-
agement Systems, Valley 
Wide ASB Care Coordina-
tion, Valley Wide Human 
Resources Department, Ed 
Medina and family, Terisa 
Valdez, Karen’s Clinic 
Managers, Valley Wide 
Call Center, Deb’s Clinic 
Managers, Valley Wide 
Emelin Martinez, Valley 
Wide Billing Department, 
Valley Wide Nurse Family 
Partnership, SLV Immi-
gration Resource Cen-
ter, Alamosa Elementary 
School District, City of Ala-
mosa, ASU CAMP, Laura 
Leyva, BLM Field Office, 
Cisco NJ Construction, 
Shirley Atencio, Kathy 
Archuleta, Chris Lopez, 
Alexandria King and Fam-
ily, Eva Mejia and staff, 
ASU Enrollment Man-
agement, Primo Printing, 
Conejos County Social 
Services, Flawless Con-
struction, Forest Service, 
First Southwest Bank, 
Tomas Mejia, Emelin 
Martinez, San Luis Valley 
Federal Bank, Don Tomas 
Bakery, Melody Hubbard, 
and Lauren Cook.

“We are extremely ap-
preciative and grateful 
to receive support from 
so many agencies, com-

Migrant Education Program appreciates all sponsors

Photos courtesy of Southwest Region Migrant Education Program

Alejandro Tovar, an Adams State student, enjoyed playing Santa Claus for the 
children at the annual Southwest Region Migrant Education Program holiday 
celebration.

The Southwest Region Migrant Education Program brought smiles to many 
during their annual Adopt a Migrant Family celebration on December 13, 2019.

munity members, and 
volunteers who continue 
to participate in this ini-
tiative year after year,” 
Martinez said.

She also appreciates her 
Adams State MEP staff in-
cluding Minga Francisco, 
Marisa Aguilar, Jennifer 
Molina, Shanda Taylor, 
Ofelia Gonzalez, Simona 
Guillen, Edgar Martinez, 
Matias Francisco, and 
Bradley Tijerina. “I can-
not say enough wonderful 
comments about the team I 
have the privilege to work 
with. These astonishing 
individuals have dedicated 
numerous hours and effort 
to reach out to sponsors, 
as well as to communicate ■ See MIGRANT page 7

with families.  It is truly an 
honor to be a part of such 
an amazing team. Thank 
you, MEP Team,” Martinez 
added.

In 2019, the Southwest 
Region Migrant Educa-
tion Program served a 
yearly estimate of up to 700 
students, aged birth-22, 
from 23 school districts in 
the San Luis Valley and 
Southwest Colorado. 

Over the past six years, 
the number of families 
identified has nearly dou-
bled thanks to the work of 
recruiters, school district’s 
support in the identifi-
cation process, and the 



Results 

Adams State Basketball
Jan. 17

Colorado Mesa 67, ASU 42 (W)
Colorado Mesa 88, ASU 76 (M)

Prep Basketball
Jan. 16

Center 42, South Park 17 (G)
Del Norte 53, Ignacio 50 (G)
 Mancos 61, Sargent 33 (B)

Jan. 17
Sanford 60, South Park 6 (G)

Crested Butte 47, Del Norte 41 (B)
Sierra Grande 60, Creede 27 (G) 
Antonito 65, Manzanola 38 (B) 

Alamosa at Bayfield (G/B)- postponed
Centauri 69, Monte Vista 22 (G)
Centauri 55, Monte Vista 38 (B)

Adams State Wrestling
Jan. 16

Western Colorado 31, ASU 12

Prep Wrestling
Jan. 16

Del Norte 36, Gunnison 36
Monarch 38, Alamosa 35

Upcoming Events
Adams State Basketball
Jan. 18

5/7 p.m. ASU at Western Colorado (W/M)

Prep Basketball
Jan. 18

TBA Sierra Grande at Aguilar (G)
2 p.m. Crested Butte at Sanford (G/B) 

2 p.m. Cripple Creek at Moffat-Mtn. Valley (G/B) 
3 p.m.  Center at Del Norte (G/B)

3/5 p.m. Sargent at Custer County (G/B)
5 p.m. Creede at Antonito (G/B) 

5:30/ 7 p.m. Centauri at Pagosa Springs (G/B)
5:30/ 7 p.m. Monte Vista at Alamosa (G/B)

Prep Wrestling 
Jan. 18

Husky Invite
TBA Centauri, Del Norte at Florence

Pueblo Centennial Tourny
TBA Center at Pueblo Centennial

Top of the Rockies Tournament
TBA Alamosa at Centaurus

Gene Gagliardi Tourney
Sierra Grande-Centennial at Trinidad

Schedules subject to change

Adult Volleyball League
ALAMOSA — Alamosa Parks and Recreation Adult 

Volleyball registration is open.
Team Registration: Jan 8 - Feb 5, 2020

Team Fee: $100 Player Fee: $30/Division
Player Registration: Opens Jan 8, 2020

Season: mid - Feb to late - April (min. 10 season 

games + tourney)
For more information, contact the AFRC · (719) 589-

2105; Website: www.AlamosaRec.org

AHS Basketball Reunion
ALAMOSA — Alamosa High School is hosting 
a reunion for former coach Ken Niven. While at 
Alamosa, Niven oversaw a Mean Moose run of 

four consecutive titles from 1989-92 over Classes 
AA and 4A. He also had four Division I signees. 

The reunion will take place Friday and Saturday of 
Jan. 24th and 25th. Friday will be the home games 
against Montezuma-Cortez at 5:30/7 p.m. followed 

by a social at the Bankshot. Saturday will be a 
mid-morning shoot around at AHS then the home 
games against Pagosa Springs at 5:30/7 p.m. Niven 
and Alumni players will be recognized at halftime. 
Saturday’s social will take place at the Purple Pig 

Pizzeria following the games. 

ASU Volleyball open tryouts
ALAMOSA — Saturday, January 25th the ASU Griz-

zlies Volleyball team will be holding tryouts. The event 
is open to any 2020/2021 high school students and/
or Junior College players.  For the registration form 
email alimiller@adams.edu. Participants are asked 
to bring or email in a completed registration form, 
a current sports physical and a proof of insurance 
(company and policy information). For questions or 
to email in a form, physical, insurance package be 
sure to contact Coach Miller at alimiller@adams.edu 
or at (720) 879- 2803

Sports Bulletin
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Centauri picks up number ten on the road
By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor

MONTE VISTA — The first league 
game of the year for both girls basket-
ball teams went to Centauri over Monte 
Vista by a score of 69-22. 

Centauri (10-0, 1-0 IML) Has been on 
a tear to start the season ripping off 
ten in a row since the beginning of the 
winter sports season, picking up wins 
at their home tournament and the La 
Junta Holiday Shootout. The solid win 
streak has Centauri sitting at No. 3 
in 3A according to the Colorado High 
School Activities Association (CHSAA) 
Coaches Poll. 

Monte Vista (2-6, 0-1 IML) entered 
Friday’s game amid a frustrating 
2 game skid. Dec. 17th the Pirates 
dropped a 2-point game to the Buena 
Vista Demons on the road. Then at 
home on Tuesday night they watched 
a late lead evaporate as time expired 
relenting a one-point game to the visit-
ing Center Vikings. 

When the action got underway on 
Friday both teams struggled to get 
points, the Falcons found their range 
first. Centauri’s Brenna McDaniel and 
Mia Garcia would combine for 5 points 
to put the Falcons ahead. Monte Vista’s 
Mareh Medina and Haley Bernal would 

combine for 4 points for the Pirates 
to answer back, cutting the visitor’s 
advantage to 7-4 early in the first. The 
small lead quickly grew as Centauri 
began scoring in earnest, an eight-point 
run from Centauri was only stopped 
by a trey from Monte Vista’s Adelia 
Romero bringing the first quarter to 
a close with the Falcons leading 18-7. 

The second quarter was host to an-
other eight-point run from the visitors. 
By the break, Centauri held a 33-11 ad-
vantage. The 22-point lead grew as the 
game continued, eventually prompting 
the fourth quarter to begin with a run-
ning clock, as the Falcons held a 55-17 
lead to start the final frame. 

Brenna McDaniel paced Centauri 
with 17 points in the win. McDaniel 
banked a 3-pointer in each of the first 
three quarters to total 3 buckets from 
beyond 22 feet in the game. Monte 
Vista’s lead in scoring went to Haley 
Bernal who collected 7 points on Fri-
day. The win makes it ten in a row for 
Centauri. 

The Falcons will take a full head of 
steam with them into a tough road 
contest. The Falcons will be tested 
against last year’s Intermountain 
League Champion, Pagosa Springs (7-2, 
1-0 IML). Centauri – Pagosa Springs 

is scheduled for a 5:30 p.m. start on 
Saturday. 

Things don’t get any easier for Monte 

Vista as they also go on the road to meet
last year’s IML runners-up, Alamosa 
(8-1) on Saturday.

Lulls doom Pirates in first league game
By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor

MONTE VISTA — After falling 
behind early, Monte Vista lost to the 
visiting Falcons in a 55-38 game. 

Struck by a holiday hangover Monte 
Vista (4-5, 0-1 IML) returned from 
the break with two straight losses. 
The Pirates were able to cleanse their 
palette with a victory over Center 
on Tuesday just in time for a league 
matchup with Centauri. 

The Falcons (10-0, 1-0 IML) are 
all ahead full right now and entered 
Friday’s contest with an impeccable 
record. Staying undefeated Centauri 
was placed at the No. 6 spot in the 
Colorado High School Activities As-
sociation (CHSAA) Coaches Poll on 
Monday, garnering 84 points. 

Monte Vista struggled early Friday 
night; according to preliminary stats, 
they would shoot 10 percent from the 
field in the first quarter. Centauri 
took advantage of the Pirate’s slow 
start to create a 16-4 lead entering 
the second. 

The Pirates corrected course in the 
second quarter to bring their shoot-
ing percentage up, improving to 63 

percent in the second frame, but the 
opportunities just weren’t there. Cen-
tauri meanwhile kept their offense 
productive belting out a 10-point run 
midway through the second frame fu-
eled by 7 points from Trey Crowther to 
take a 35-19 lead to the locker rooms. 

Both offenses would slow in the 
third quarter as neither team would 
eclipse double digits. The low scoring 
third quarter favored the Falcons who 
already had a prominent lead and just 
needed the passage of time. 

Monte Vista would outscore Cen-
tauri in the final quarter but it would 
not be enough as Centauri would stay 
undefeated with the 55-38 win.

The scoring lead for Centauri went 
to Trey Crowther who collected 11 
points in the win, 7 of those came 
during the junior’s second-quarter 
frenzy. Monte Vista senior Jarren 
Chavez led his team in scoring col-
lecting 13 points on Friday night. 
Centauri has a good chance to make 
it eleven in a row when they go on 
the road to meet Pagosa Springs (5-
5, 0-1 IML). The league rivals split 
last year’s series with a win apiece. 

Monte Vista will head east to meet 
Alamosa (5-4) in what looks to be a 
telling game for both teams. Start-

ing times for both Centauri-Pagosa 
Springs and Monte Vista-Alamosa 
are scheduled for 7 p.m.

Falcons keep winning streaks alive in Monte Vista

Courier photos by Stephen Jiron

Centauri’s Brynli Sowards (32) drives the lane while Monte Vista’s Adelia Romero 
(25) defends. Sowards picked up 6 points in the win on Friday. 

Centauri senior Derek Van Berkum (2) looks for some real estate while Monte 
Vista’s Tyrese Otero (4) and Jarren Chavez (1) defend/ 

Grizzlies fall to RMAC foes Western State 
By GEORGE A GALAVIZ-ORTIZ 

ASU Sports Information
ALAMOSA — The No. 11 Adams State 

University wrestling squad met No. 23 
Western State Colorado University at 
home last night to go head to head in 
what would be the Grizzlies’ first home 
dual of the 2019-20 season. Plachy Hall 
would hold a massive home crowd, but 
it wouldn’t be enough for the Grizzlies 
as they faced their second falling of the 
season. Western State’s 31-12 upset 
over Adams State brought the Grizzlies 
to an overall record of 2-2 including a 
0-1 record within the Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference.

The first bout brought out 125-pounder 

Isaiah De La Cerda who faced a tough 
match against Patrick Allis of West-
ern State. The upset put the Grizzlies 
down by 5 points to start the night. 
133-pounder Jonathan Andreatta would 
bring Adams State back into contention 
by winning his bout against Cody Fatz-
inger in an 8-2 decision victory.

After gaining three points from the 
Andreatta victory, 141-pounder Noah 
Hermosillo would keep it rolling by 
earning a 3-2 decision victory over Jason 
Hanenburg to give the Grizzlies the lead.

In the 149-pound weight class, fresh-
man Josiah Rider would come face to face 
with Giovanni Cassioppi to earn a 6-0 
decision victory and to keep the Grizzly 

lead growing.
The 157-pound bout would prove to 

cause the most conflict of the night. Ryan 
Rochford would lead Cole Mortensen by 

a large margin, looking to earn a victory 
by pinfall and obtaining many opportu-
nities to do so. The intense bout would 
quickly switch over to Mortenson’s favor, 
pinning Rochford at the 1:40 mark to 
give Western State the lead.

WSCU would take over in the next 
three bouts, scraping together 25 points 
to Adams State’s nine until Cole Gustav-
son would earn a 12-6 decision victory 
over Espen Weber in the 197 bout. Adams 
State would end on a 12-point team score 
to Western State’s 31.

Grizzlies are back in action next 
Wednesday against New Mexico High-
lands, awaiting the Cowboys for their 
second, home dual of the season.
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Photo courtesy of Southwest Region Migrant Education Program

The Southwest Region Migrant Education Program staff appreciates all the 
community sponsors who helped make their annual Adopt a Migrant Family 
gathering a success. Pictured, left to right, back row, Minga Francisco, Marisa 
Aguilar, Jennifer Molina, Shanda Taylor, Ofelia Gonzalez, Simona Guillen, front 
row, Edgar Martinez, Esmeralda Martinez, Matias Francisco, and Bradley Tijerina.

support of all educational part-
ners who help identify children 

Migrant
■ Continued from Page 1

preschool-aged and younger, 
and out of school youth. 
The program connects families 
of seasonal agricultural work-
ers with community resources, 
monitors children’s achieve-
ments, and provides continuity 

of educational support as they 
change school districts.

To learn more about the 
program, or to refer a family 
who may benefit from services, 
contact Esmeralda Martinez 
at 719-587-7635.

LAS VEGAS — Thursday at the National Potato 
Council’s 2020 Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, Britt 
Raybould of Rexburg, Idaho, was elected to serve as 
NPC’s 2020 president and to lead the council’s execu-
tive committee.

Raybould serves as chief financial officer of Raybould 
Brothers Farm. She previously served the NPC Board 
as first vice president and vice president of the legis-
lative and Government Affairs Committee. She is the 
third generation of the Raybould family to serve as 
NPC president and the first female president in NPC’s 
72-year history. 

As president, Raybould will host the 2020 NPC Sum-
mer Meeting in Boise, Idaho, June 24-26. The executive 
committee holds office for one calendar year.

NPC DELEGATES ALSO APPROVED:
w Dominic LaJoie of Van Buren, Maine, as first vice 

president and vice president of the Environmental 
Affairs Committee;

w R.J. Andrus of Idaho Falls, Idaho, as vice president 
of the Legislative Affairs Committee;

w Jared Balcom of Pasco, Wash., as vice president of 
the Trade Affairs Committee;

w Bob Mattive of Monte Vista, Colo., as vice president 
of the Finance and Office Procedures Committee; and,

w Ted Tschirky of Pasco, Wash. as Vice President of the 
Grower Outreach and Industry Research Committee.

 The 2019 President, Larry Alsum of Friesland, Wisc., 
will continue to serve on the executive committee as 
the immediate past president.

 The 2020 executive committee will meet at the Po-
tato D.C. Fly-In, Feb. 24-27 in Washington, D.C., to 
continue its work for the industry. 

This includes leading more than 150 growers and 
industry partners to Capitol Hill to meet with members 
of Congress, staff and key administration officials to 
communicate industry priorities. Policy issues to be 
addressed this year include trade, agriculture labor 
reform, nutrition, access to crop protection tools and 
research for potatoes.

The National Potato Council represents the interests 
of U.S. potato growers on federal legislative, regula-
tory, environmental and trade issues. The value of U.S. 
potato production is over $3.7 billion annually and 
supports hundreds of thousands of jobs both directly 
and indirectly.

Report from a press release courtesy of Mark Szy-
manski, Director of Communications, National Potato 
Council.

Potato Council elects 

Raybould as president

Courtesy photo

NPC 2020 Executive Committee, from left to right, are R.J. Andrus, Jared Balcom, 
Bob Mattive, Britt Rayould, Dominic LaJoie, Ted Tschuky and Larry Alsum.

Monte Vista’s Mattive elected to serve 
as  vice president of the Finance 

and Office Procedures Committee
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C O L O R A D O 
SPRINGS – Ten months 
of classroom study, days 
of target practice at the 
shooting range and hours 
of immersing myself in 
the ethics and strategies 
of hunting all built to a 
climax on the weekend 
after Christmas: my first 
big game hunt.

The anticipation was 
almost overwhelming as, 
on Dec. 28, my daughter, 
Natalie, and I embarked 
on our first big game hunt 
as members of Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife’s Rook-
ie Sportsperson Program 
(RSP).

The RSP is a free pro-
gram offered by CPW’s 
Southeast Region head-
quartered in Colorado 
Springs. It takes novice 
outdoors enthusiasts like 
Natalie and me and teach-
es them outdoor skills. 
Hopefully, attendees are 
inspired to get outside and 
sample all the adventures 
available in Colorado’s 
great outdoors.

We are learning about 
hunting, fishing, camp-
ing, hiking and much 
more. We became certi-
fied in the safe handling 
of firearms through a 
Hunter Education course 
and have been out on a 
couple small-game hunts 
with our mentor, District 
Wildlife Manager Logan 
Wilkins.

Along the way, Natalie 
and I began to under-
stand why people hunt. 
We learned how hunting 
provides perhaps the most 
organic, natural protein 
one can find. And we 
learned how CPW uses 
hunting to protect big 
game animals from star-
vation and disease that 
result when herds grow 
too large, leaving no food 
for them on over-grazed 
habitat. 

Way back on March 30, 
in anticipation of my hunt, 
Wilkins helped me decide 
which hunting license to 
buy so I could join him on a 
mentored pronghorn hunt 
near his district in Limon. 
Ever since, I’ve had the 
license in my wallet, just 
waiting to use it. 

Every once in a while, 
I would take it out and 
read it: “Resident Prong-
horn License. Doe Late 
Rifle. For Units 110, 
111, 118, 119, 123, 124. 
Season Dates: 12/01/19 - 
12/31/19.”

On the big day, Natalie 
and I met Wilkins at 6:30 
a.m. in Limon. It was a 
cold Saturday morning, 
but I was burning with 
the Big Game Fever. 
Wilkins had gotten per-
mission from a landowner 
in the area to let a couple 
novice hunters come try 
their luck at pronghorn 
hunting.

As we stepped out of 
the truck, the wind blew 
bitter cold in our faces and 
would continue to blow 
throughout the day. I was 
proud of my daughter: she 
never complained.  

My first good chance 
to get a pronghorn came 
early in the day. We found 
a position in a field around 
150 yards away from a 
group of pronghorn and 
sat down to keep from 
drawing attention to our-
selves. 

I positioned my lefty 
Savage Rifle, loaded with 
.243 Winchester ammuni-
tion, on a set of shooting 
sticks and tried to aim as 
the wind whipped us. Out 
in the field were two does 
and one antlerless buck, 
“all legal” with my license, 
Wilkins told me. 

I took 
a deep 
breath 
a n d 
f o u n d 
t h e m 
in  my 
s c o p e . 
B u t  I 
couldn’t 
get the 
c r o s s -
h a i r s 
to hold 
s t i l l 
l o n g 
enough to feel comfort-
able taking a shot. We 
had practiced on targets 
at 100 yards and these 
pronghorn, at 150 yards, 
were just out of my range. 

As I struggled to calm 
my sights, I sat back on 
my butt and we adjusted 
the shooting sticks. But I 
still couldn’t get the scope 
to remain still long enough 
to feel comfortable tak-
ing a shot. We decided to 
get up to try to get cover 
behind a nearby hay bale. 

“We’ll see what they’ll 
tolerate,” Wilkins said. 

Turns out they didn’t 
tolerate much from us. 
As soon as we got up and 
began walking, the three 
pronghorn took off, mov-
ing so quickly out of range 
that their speed seemed 
almost supernatural.

“They say they evolved 
alongside big cheetah-like 
cats,” Wilkins said. “My-
self, I like to say God was 
just showing off.”

He told me pronghorn 
will stand facing into the 
wind so that the scent 
of predators is blowing 
toward them. And I read 
online later that windy 
days on the plains can 
dry a pronghorn’s eyes, 
impairing their sight and 
making them skittish.

They certainly were 
jumpy the day we were 
hunting them. We spent 
the rest of the morning 
trying to spot and stalk 
them. 

Many times we saw a 
herd and crossed freezing 
fields hoping to sneak up 
only to pop up over a small 
hill and find the herd had 
disappeared.

We broke for a late lunch 
around 1 p.m. Wilkins 
offered to get a hunt-
ing blind – essentially a 
camouflage tent – that 
we would sit in until 
dark. But bad weather 
was moving in and news 
of cars sliding off nearby 
Interstate 70 convinced 
me to call it a day.

When we got home, I fell 
asleep sitting on the couch 
while my girlfriend was 
talking to me about how 
our hunt went. The next 
week, when people asked 
me how my hunt went, I 
told them what I’d heard 
others say: I ended up just 
taking my gun for a walk.

But the day was much 
more than just a cold hike 
with my gun. As with my 
small-game hunts, I got 
to experience with my 
daughter an adventure 
we will never forget. Sure 
we didn’t even get off a 
shot. But we enjoyed the 
preparation, the anticipa-
tion, the quest, the shared 
experience of trying to feed 
ourselves the way our an-
cestors did a century ago. 

Like many things, it’s 
more about the journey 
than the actual destina-
tion.  

A week later, I was back 
in class, learning more 
about how to cook wild 
game from professional 
wild game chef Jason 
Nauert. 

Wearing a black Prosper 

Travis 

Duncan

Hunting

Field notes 

of a rookie 

sportsperson
‘Taking my gun for a walk’ plus 

learning to butcher and prepare 

deer like a gourmet 

P h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  C o l o r a d o  P a r k s  a n d  W i l d l i f e 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s Logan Wilkins, 
district wildlife manager in Limon area, scans 
for pronghorn as Travis Duncan aims his rifle. 

■ See HUNTING page 9
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Meats hoodie and a hat 
with a Colorado logo and 
a forearm loaded with 
tattoos (are you even 
a chef without them?), 
Nauert told us about his 
background.

He attended the Rocky 
Mountain Institute of 
Meat after leaving a ca-
reer in law enforcement 
due to an ankle injury. In 
2014, he began working 
with Special Forces units 
to develop a program 
teaching soldiers how to 
harvest, field dress and 

prepare animals in the 
field. Now, when he’s 
not traveling around the 
country teaching these 
skills at U.S. military 
bases, Nauert imparts 
his knowledge at classes 
like this one.

Nauert showed us how 
to process a deer, dem-
onstrating different cuts 
and explaining his tech-
niques as he went.

It was incredibly help-
ful to see how a profes-
sional breaks down an 
animal into its different 
cuts of meat. He had great 
tips for cutting and pre-
paring every part of the 
animal, such as the deer’s 

Photos courtesy of Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Professional wild game chef Jason Nauert teaches 
members of CPW’s Rookie Sportsperson Program 
how to properly butcher and prepare wild game.

Deer steaks cook in a class to teach members of 
CPW’s Rookie Sportsperson Program how to properly 
prepare wild game.

legs or “shanks.” 
“With shank meat, a 

lot of people waste their 
time cutting all that 
connective tissue, the 
silver skin, apart,” Nau-
ert said. “Don’t waste 
your time. If you braise 
these in tomato sauce, or 
something with acidity, 
they’re fantastic. And 
you’re not wasting your 
time trying to cut all that 
silver skin off. You can tie 
butcher’s twine around a 
shank, then let it braise 
for six to eight hours. The 
meat falls off, you’ve got 
a beautiful dish.”

Nauert also dispelled 
the myth that some cuts 
of meat have to be tough.

“Some of the biggest 
reasons people end up 
with tough cuts of meat 
are, one, they cook it too 

long,” he said. “Two, they 
don’t use the right mari-
nade if they’re trying to 
marinate it. And three, 
they cut it wrong.“

Another trick is cut-
ting across the grain of 
the meat.

“If you cut with the 
grain, you’re screwed,” 
he warned. “If you cut 
against the grain, it’s 
going to be beautiful. Try 
not to cut super thick cuts 
either. It’s wild game. 
It’s not a cow. You can’t 
get away with three-inch 
pork chops or something 
like that. You want it 
thin.”

Nauert had prepared a 
few dishes ahead of time 
to show the class what 
the results of cutting and 
cooking wild game could 
be. The delicious smell 

of venison carne asada 
and venison chili wafted 
around us and we all dug 
in to the delicious dishes.  

At the end, Nauert 
wrapped up the differ-
ent cuts of meat from 
the deer and everyone 
was able to take home a 
cut of their choosing. My 
girlfriend, Jamey, and I 
chose a roast.

For dinner the next 
evening, we took chopped 
carrots, potatoes and 
onions and put them in 
a slow cooker with salt, 
pepper and garlic. Then 
we added broth and wa-
ter to the pot and cooked 
it on high for about eight 
hours. The result was a 
delicious dinner for our 
family for the next two 
evenings.  

For our final month 

of RSP, we’ll be partici-
pating in an ice fishing 
class and then have a 
final banquet consist-
ing of wild game pre-
pared by participants 
in the program. You’ll 
be able to read all about 
it in the next install-
ment of Field Notes of 
a Rookie Sportsperson.  
 
Travis Duncan is a pub-
lic information officer 
for Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife in Denver. Tra-
vis has lived in Colorado 
nearly 20 years and loves 
the outdoors. If you have 
a question, please email 
him at travis.duncan@
state.co.us

Column by Travis Dun-
can, Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife.
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LOOKING FOR A 
career opportunity and 
being a part of your local 
community? 1st South-
west Bank is growing 
and hiring an IT Sys-
tems Support Techni-
cian, offering a strong 
benefits package & ca-
reer growth opportuni-
ties.  EOE. Go to  https://
www.fswb.bank/who-
we-are/careers/ for more 
details & to apply. (1/25)
CENTER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT is looking 
to hire a board secre-
tary. Individual must 
be self-motivated and 
QuickBooks proficient. 
Duties include: Payroll, 
Setting up budgets, tak-
ing minutes at monthly 
meetings, filing state 
requirements, and some 
department business. 
Grant writing experi-
ence or desire to learn 
to write grants a plus. 
50-60 hours per month. 
Pay will be determined 
from experience. If in-
terested send resume to 
Center Fire Department 
P.O. Box 845, Center 
CO. 81125. (1/29)
SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL District is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of school secretary/
receptionist.  Applicants 
should have a back-
ground in clerical/office 
work as well as excellent 
management skills and 
experience in working 
with the public.   Experi-
ence in automated data 
management skills and 
electronic web-based 
platforms is preferred, 
but not required.  Appli-
cation forms are avail-
able at the district office 
located at 17523 E. Hwy 
160 Blanca, CO 81123 or 
on the District’s website 
at www.sierragrande-
school.net   Applica-
tions may be submitted 
to Mr. Darren Edgar at 
dedgar@sierragrande-
school.net  or turned in 
at the district office.  For 
more information please 
contact Mrs. DeAnn 
Arellano at 719-379-
3257.(1/24)   

221
HELP WANTED

C V C L C  A T 
HOMELAKE is seek-
ing permanent full-time 
CNA positions for our 
24-hour Skilled Nursing 
Home and a Temporary 
full-time Equipment 
Operator (transportation 
Driver).  Prefer experi-
ence with long-term care 
but not required.  We 
offer competitive salary, 
retirement plan (Pub-
lic Employees Retire-
ment Account (PERA), 
401K/457), health and 
dental insurance op-
tions, life insurance, 
short term disability, 10 
paid holidays/year, sick 
leave and paid vaca-
tion for permanent posi-
tions.  Must have a cur-
rent driver license; pass 
a CBI/FBI background 
check, and drug screen. 
Interested candidates 
in the above positions 
must complete an of-
ficial State application.  
http://agency.govern-
mentjobs.com/colorado  
Contact Nina Esquibel 
for assistance at 719-
852-8215.  For questions 
regarding available open 
shifts for CNA positions 
contact Crystal Gal-
legos, DON or Sandra 
Qualls, ADON, at 719-
852-5118.(1/18)
THE CITY OF Alamo-
sa is seeking a Full-Time 
Water/Wastewater Tech-
nician I to perform oper-
ations, maintenance, and 
repairs within the water 
and sewer divisions un-
der the supervisor of 
senior personnel.  This 
position is responsible to 
provide on-call service 
on a rotating basis to 
cover after-hours repairs 
and maintenance, as 
required. Starting salary 
is $15.25 - $16.78 per 
hour (DOQ), including 
a comprehensive health 
benefits package, CO 
PERA retirement, and 
vacation, personal, and 
sick leave.  Applications 
can be found online at 
www.cityofalamosa.org 
under Employment or at 
the HR Department, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado. Closing date 
is January 24, 2020 at 5 
pm. (1/24)

221
HELP WANTED

FRIDAY HEALTH 
PLANS is a company 
designed for the new 
healthcare economy and 
empowers more con-
sumers to choose their 
own health coverage. 
FRIDAY IS LOOK-
ING FOR ITS NEXT 
GREAT CUSTOMER 
SE RV IC E R EPR E -
SENTATIVE IN ALA-
MOSA TO JOIN OUR 
RAPIDLY GROWING 
TEAM!  The success-
ful candidate must have 
1-2 years’ experience 
in a customer facing 
posit ion.  Must a lso 
have excellent inter-
personal skills, good 
communication skills, 
and professionalism in 
dealing with coworkers, 
members, and providers. 
Interested candidates 
should send their re-
sume and cover letter to 
resumes@fridayhealth-
plans.com. (01/18)

221
HELP WANTED

SAN JUAN MOUN-
TAINS Associat ion 
Visitor Information Spe-
cialist  The San Juan 
Mountains Association 
is seeking a full-time 
Visitor Information Spe-
cialist to provide top-
notch customer service 
for the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest in Monte 
Vista and/or Del Norte.  
Salary range is $28,000-
$30,000 per year (de-
pending on experience) 
plus health care stipend, 
paid vacation, and re-
tirement contribution.  
For more information 
please visit sjma.org/
jobs-sjma/.(01/23)  
NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the 
Valley Courier. Contact 
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

There will be a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Rio Grande 
Water Conservation District January 21, 2020.  The meeting will be 
held in the conference room of the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
District located at 8805 Independence Way  in Alamosa, CO  81101 
and will begin at 10:00 a.m.  This meeting is open to the public. 
No.
1241
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF CRESTONE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 1:00P.M.
AT THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM,
11S. ALDER STREET, CRESTONE, CO
PURPOSE: Public comment on a Planned Unit Development pro-
posal for Tract 3, which consists of 4.62 acres of E. Lime Ave. within 
the Town of Crestone and Zoned Rural Residential.
PRELIMINARY APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY: Crestone Peak 
Community Housing, a nonprofit organization, PO BOX 911, Crest-
one, CO 81131.
PUBLISHED AND POSTED: As per the Zoning Regulations of the 
Town of Crestone Section IX-10, Ordinance 2006-013, Crestone 
Board of Trustees: Mayor Kairina Danforth and Trustee Diane Bair-
stow, Terry Goergen, Adam Kinney, Kizzen Laki, Sam Pace and Bob 
Prather.
COMMENTS MAY BE SENT IN ADVANCE OF THE HEARING TO:
Crestone Clerk, PO BOX 64, Crestone, CO 81131 or crestoneclerk@
fairpoint.net
No. 1253
Published in the Valley Courier on January 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 28, 29, 30, 31, February 01, 04, 05, 06, 07, and 08, 2020.

District Court  
Rio Grande County, Colorado
Court Address: 925 Sixth Street, Del Norte, Colorado 81132
Telephone: (719) 657-3394
In the Matter of the Estate of:
BILLY BONIFACIO MONTANO, a/k/a BILL B. MONTANO,
Deceased
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney for Applicant:
William F. Dunn, Reg. No. 1036
Address:  585 Columbia Avenue, Del Norte, CO 81132
Telephone:  (719) 657-3323;  Fax:  (719) 657-3320
E-mail:  bill@dunn-law.com 
Case Number: 2019PR30019
Division:
Courtroom:
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are re-
quired to present them to the 
Personal Representative or to the Clerk of the Rio Grande County 
District Court on or before 
May 18, 2020 or the claims may be forever barred. 
Date:  January 16, 2020
/s/ William F. Dunn
William F. Dunn, Attorney for Personal Representative     
585 Columbia Avenue, Del Norte, Colorado 81132
No. 1255
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 25, and February 01, 
2020

DISTRICT COURT, COSTILLA COUNTY, COLORADO
Court Address:  304 Main Street
PO Box 301
San Luis, CO 81152
Phone Number: (719) 672-3681
In the Matter of the Estate of:
RICHARD E. PARK;
Deceased.
COURT USE ONLY
Attorneys for Maureen E. Park, Petitioner
CHAYET & DANZO, LLC
Marco D. Chayet, #29815
Tamara E. Trujillo, #41193
Jenny M. Vultaggio, #48696
650 S. Cherry St., Ste. 710, Denver, CO 80246
Phone Number: (303) 355-8500    Fax Number: (303) 355-8501
E-mail: Marco@ColoradoElderLaw.com
Tamara@ColoradoElderLaw.com        
Vultaggio@ColoradoElderLaw.com
Case Number: 2020PR030002
Division               Courtroom
NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION 
INTERESTED PERSONS AND OWNERS BY DESCENT OR SUC-
CESSION 
PURSUANT TO § 15-12-1303, C.R.S.
To all interested persons and owners by descent or succession: Es-
tate of Virginia E. Park, c/o Maureen Park, Personal Representative 
A Petition has been filed alleging that the above Decedent died leav-
ing the following property: 50% interest in vacant land, LOTS 8, 9, 13 
AND 14 IN BLOCK 11 FILING 5 IN SAN LUIS NORTH ESTATES, IN 
COSTILLA COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO.
The hearing on the petition will be held at the following time and loca-
tion or at a later date to which the hearing may be continued:
Date: February 28, 2020  Time: 8:00 a.m.  
Courtroom or Division: Probate  Address: 304 Main Street, 
San Luis, CO 81152
This is a non-appearance hearing; attendance is not required or ex-
pected. 
Note:
* You must answer the petition on or before the hearing date and time 
specified above.
* Within the time required for answering the petition, all objections to 
the petition must be in writing, filed with the court and served on the 
petitioner and any required filing fee must be paid.
* The hearing shall be limited to the petition, the objections timely filed 
and the parties answering the petition in a timely manner. If the peti-
tion is not answered and no objections are filed, the court may enter 
a decree without a hearing
No. 1256
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 25, and February 01, 
2020

Request for Proposals
City of Alamosa, Colorado
Craft Tower Exterior Recoating Consultant
January 16, 2020
The City of Alamosa is requesting proposals from qualified agencies 
to review and modify the current project manual for recoating of the 
exterior of Craft Water Tower. The bidder must have experience in the 
field of developing, overseeing and reconditioning of Municipal Water 
Tanks. Bidder will also be expected to be the inspector during Project. 
For full description of request, please visit the City of Alamosa website 
at: https://cityofalamosa.org/finditfast/living-in-alamosa/public-bids/ 
No. 1257
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 22, and 25, 2020

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
Ordinance No. 29-2019

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at a reg-
ular meeting of the Alamosa City Council duly called, Council finally 
passed and adopted Ordinance No. 29-2019, an ordinance prohibit-
ing the personal growing of marijuana outdoors pursuant to Initiated 
Ballot Question 300.
Further notice is hereby given that the full text thereof is available 
for public inspection and acquisition on the City’s website and in the 
Office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez
City Clerk
No. 1258
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 2020

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
Ordinance No. 29-2019

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at a reg-
ular meeting of the Alamosa City Council duly called, Council finally 
passed and adopted Ordinance No. 29-2019, an ordinance prohibit-
ing the personal growing of marijuana outdoors pursuant to Initiated 
Ballot Question 300.
Further notice is hereby given that the full text thereof is available 
for public inspection and acquisition on the City’s website and in the 
Office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez
City Clerk 
No. 1259
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 2020

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
Ordinance No. 30-2019

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 at a reg-
ular meeting of the Alamosa City Council duly called, Council finally 
passed and adopted Ordinance No. 30-2019, an ordinance adding a 
new Article V to Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Alamosa declaring unreasonable odors to be nuisances and provid-
ing for the prohibition and abatement thereof. 
Further notice is hereby given that the full text thereof is available 
for public inspection and acquisition on the City’s website and in the 
Office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez
City Clerk 
No. 1260
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On Ordinance No. 1-2020

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 
1-2020, an ordinance approving the annexation of the petition for the 
annexation of Lots 66 & 67 of the McClain-Fink subdivision, located 
in a portion of Section 15, Township 37 North, Range 10 East, New 
Mexico Principal Meridian, Alamosa County, Colorado.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on Wednesday, January 
15, 2020, and a Public Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
heard.  This hearing will be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 1261
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On Ordinance No. 2-2020

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance 
No. 2-2020, an ordinance revising Sections 18-46 through 18-48 and 
Section 18-86 of the Sales and Use Tax ordinances of the City of 
Alamosa to comport with voter-approved tax revenue and spending 
changes.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on Wednesday, January 
15, 2020, and a Public Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
heard.  This hearing will be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 1262
Published in the Valley Courier on January 18, 2020

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVITATION TO BID 
Location: San Luis Val-
ley Conejos County Hwy 
142 near the Rio Grande 
Bridge.  Separate sealed 
BIDS for the Sangre de 
Cristo National Heri-
tage Area/Rio Grande 
Natural Area Sign Panel 
(Special)-6 Panel will 
be received by San Luis 
Valley Great Outdoors, 
P.O. Box 300, Alamosa, 
Colorado 81101, located 
at 610 State Ave, Ala-
mosa, Colorado 81101, 
until 2:00 P.M. on Jan-
uary 24th, 2019. The 
project consists of the 
following: The Sangre 
de Cristo National Heri-
tage Area/Rio Grande 
Natural Area is look-
ing for the installation 
and fabrication of one 
Sign Panel (Special)-6 
Panel Portals, located at 
Colorado State Highway 
142 near the Rio Grande 
River crossing between 
Manassa, CO and San 
Luis, CO.   Bid designs 
will be similar to those 
of the Portal Signs lo-
cated in San Luis (Main 
Street next to the park), 
Antonito (south of An-
tonito across from Cum-
bres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad) and Alamosa 
(Rio Grande Farm Park) 
along the Los Caminos 
Antiguos Scenic and 
Historic Byway. Cop-
ies of the Plans may be 
obtained by emailing 
San Luis Valley Great 
Outdoors at slvgreatout-
doors@gmail.com. It is 
anticipated that the proj-
ect construction will be-
gin March, 2019.(1/24)

163
LOST & FOUND

T W O  M I S S I N G 
DOGS Brown Yorkie, 
with micro chip. Fam-
ily desperately seeking 
deceased mother’s dogs.  
Please call 720-588-
7974 or 720-996-8980 
Locally call 719-580-
6635. (1/18)

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(02/01)

221
HELP WANTED

S I E R R A  V I S T A 
LUMBER is seeking 
a full time Yard person 
40 -50 hrs per week to 
load customers, load 
and unload trucks and 
keep lumber yard and 
warehouse organized. 
Must be dependable, a 
self starter and be able to 
pass a drug test. $12,50/
per hour or more, de-
pending on skills and 
experience. Apply at 
Sierra Vista Lumber, 
1301 West Ave., Ala-
mosa.(1/31)
CALDON TRUCK-
ING IS looking for a 
CDL driver.   Please call 
719-274-4464.(1/21)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for a full-time School 
Nurse.  A complete list 
of duties and desired 
qualifications may be 
viewed on the district 
website  ww2.monte.
k12 . c o .u s /e m ploy -
ment-oppor tunit ies.
html.  Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life cover-
age. Applications may 
be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
January 30, 2020, or 
until the position is 
filled.  Applications 
may be downloaded 
from the district web-
site or call 719-852-
5996.(2/1)



221
HELP WANTED

OTERO JUNIOR COL-
LEGE Child Develop-
ment Services accepting 
applications for positions 
at the Center, Colorado 
Migrant and Seasonal 
Head Start Center Full-
time Family Advocate 
Full-time Head Teacher 
(non-classroom supervi-
sory position) Full-time 
Bus Driver/Janitor. All 
positions eligible for 
health, dental, vision and 
life benefits.  Participate 
in Public Employees 
Retirement Association. 
Earn sick and personal 
leave. Job descriptions 
with qualification require-
ments and applications 
are available at the CDS 
website employment page 
at www.cdsheadstart.com  
Application deadline for 
the Family Advocate po-
sition is January 27, 2020.  
Applications for Head 
Teacher and Bus Driver/
Janitor position will be 
accepted until positions 
filled. For more infor-
mation contact Michelle 
Weaver, 719-384-3103 or 
at michelle.weaver@ojc.
edu  Otero Junior College 
is an Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action/Title 
IX/Section 504 employer.
(1/27)
E X P E R I E N C E D 
DENTAL HYGIEN-
IST wanted.  Established 
practice in Alamosa, full 
time or part time.  Must 
have active license.  Send 
resume to PO Box 1841 
Alamosa, CO 81101.(1/15-
TFN)
ARLAN’S PRO SER-
VICE looking Drug/Al-
cohol Technician with 
computer skills, will train 
$13-$15. Apprentice Elec-
tricians $20-$25. Apply 
in person at 6750 Cramer 
Road, Alamosa CO. or 
call 719-496-6901.(1/22)
HOLIDAY INN EX-
PR E S S A LA MOSA 
hiring all AM/PM Desk 
Shifts and Night Audit.  
Apply in person (1/21) 
SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing appl icat ions for 
High School Baseball 
Coach. Applications can 
be downloaded at www.
sanfordschools.org San-
ford School is an EOE&E. 
(1/24)

221
HELP WANTED

CHIEF OF POLICE-
TOWN of Del Norte- 
Full-time, FLSA Exempt. 
Working Chief Position, 
plans, organizes, and 
directs the activities of 
the Police Department 
in law enforcement and 
crime prevention. The 
position is expected to 
carry out the duties of the 
department in a manner 
that inspires trust and 
confidence among our 
citizens and staff. Any 
combination of train-
ing and experience that 
provides the required 
knowledge, skills, and 
abilities is qualifying; 
typical education, but is 
not limited to BS/BA in 
Business Administration, 
Public Administration, 
or Criminal Justice. Ex-
perience would include 
5 years of responsible 
command/management 
experience in law en-
forcement agency. Sal-
ary $55K-$60K annually. 
Must possess a POST 
certificate. Must possess 
valid Colorado driver’s 
license. Must sign waiver 
for Town of Del Norte to 
obtain ALL information 
from previous employers. 
Must past background, 
drug and psychologi-
cal tests. Applications 
and job description are 
available from Del Norte 
Town Hall 140 Spruce 
Street, Del Norte, Co or 
website: delnortecolo-
rado.com. Please send 
application attention to 
Del Norte Town Admin-
istrator.140 Spruce Street, 
P.O. Box 249, Del Norte, 
Colorado 81132 Deadline 
for applications Jan. 31, 
2020.EOE.(2/5)
WANTED - RANCH/
FARM Hand for cow/calf 
and hay operation.  Need 
experience with calving, 
fencing, irrigating, load-
ers, hay equipment oper-
ating and maintenance, 
light mechanic work and 
welding.  Steady, long 
term position for honest, 
reliable, motivated indi-
vidual.  Housing and utili-
ties included with wages 
based on experience and 
responsibilities.  Please 
respond with resume, ref-
erences and salary expec-
tation to fuchsranchinc@
gmail.com.(2/5)

221
HELP WANTED

JOH N N Y’S AUTO 
TRIM & Rod Shop, 
Alamosa, looking for 
experienced mechanic, 
fabricator, paint/body, 
upholster, electrical, de-
tailer and p/t bookkeeper. 
Quality a must; see FB 
page. Send resume to 
johnnysautotrim@msn.
com; salary TBD on ex-
perience. (01/31)  
WANTED:  SAGUA-
CHE COUNTY Landfill 
is Hiring for an addition-
al Full Time Attendant. 
REQUIREMENTS:  Ap-
plicants must fill out and 
submit an application, 
must be an experienced 
front end loader operator 
and possess a valid driv-
er’s license.  Applicants 
should have a high school 
diploma or GED and six 
months or more of rel-
evant experience.  Final 
candidates applying with 
Saguache County will be 
required to submit and 
pass a pre-employment 
drug screen and criminal 
background check.   Pay 
D.O.E.        Landfill Atten-
dant is a full time 40 hour 
per week position – start-
ing at 8:00 A.M. each day 
Tuesday through Satur-
day (subject to change)  
Those applying must be 
an experienced front end 
loader operator, have the 
ability to do strenuous 
outdoor physical labor in 
extreme weather condi-
tions and be able to lift 
and/or move 20 lbs. to 
75 lbs.   Applications 
are available at the Sa-
guache County Road 
and Bridge/Landfill Of-
fice 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  
81149  719-655-2554 or 
on the Saguache County 
website – www.sagua-
checounty.net under the 
Landfill Department tab.   
Completed applications 
can be hand delivered 
or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge/
Landfill Office – at the 
address listed above, sent 
by email to mhashbarg-
er@saguachecounty-co.
gov or faxed to: 719-655-
2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until 
a qualified candidate is 
hired. Saguache County 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (01/31)

221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is looking 
for full time / part time 
custodian position.  For 
more information please 
call 719-378-2321.  Appli-
cations may be downloaded 
from sdc.schooldesk.net  or 
picked up at school office.  
Positions open until filled.
(1/24)
RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing Home now hiring 
LPN’s OR RN’s. Come 
join our team!  Must have 
a current license and CPR. 
Night shift with differen-
tial. Please stop in for an 
application at 1335 6th St. 
in Del Norte CO or call 
719-657-1105. Ask for Su-
san or Paula. (RVI is EOE).  
(1/22 #1)
RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing Home in Del Norte 
is looking for CNA’s to join 
our Family! Night shift 
with differential,  health 
benefits/competitive wages. 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th St. in 
Del Norte Co or call 719-
657-1105. Ask for Susan 
or Paula. (RVI is EOE)
(1/22 #2)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $8.00 in shed, $7.00 
outside (719) 580-2509. 
(02/19)
HORSE AND COW hay: 
grass, grass/alfalfa, alfalfa. 
3x3 and 4x4 bales, various 
quality and pricing. 719-
850-8917 (7-13-TFN)

330
FREE

FREE COUCH PLEASE 
call 719-849-0483 for more 
information (1/23)

351
LIVESTOCK

SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls and 
semen sales Brink Live-
stock Services admin@
brinklivestock.net www.
brinklivestock.net 888-641-
3750 / 719-480-3932.(1/21)
PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

N EW, MUST SELL 
Couch.  Medium gray in 
color. 719-580-2332. (1/22)
RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro 
8000R Series #817508 
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable. Re-
mote switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-TFN)
ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS TO 
good inside home. Call 
719-250-7597.(1/22)
ALL DOGS ADOPTED 
FROM THE VALLEY 
H U M A N E LEAGU E 
HAVE TO BE SPAYED 
OR NEUTERED BE-
FORE GOING TO THEIR 
NEW HOME. (TFN)
OOPS! GOT PUPPIES 
who need a home? San 
Luis Valley Animal Wel-
fare Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedicated 
to stopping the euthanasia 
of healthy adoptable pets. 
Having pets altered is the 
number one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your pet 
has had puppies contact us. 
We will take the puppies 
into our rescue and spay 
the mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. If 
needed we will also provide 
dog food & gas money to 
get the dogs to us to help in 
this situation. Spay/neuter is 
one of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, your 
family and your commu-
nity. We have found good 
responsible homes for over 
8,000 animals. Contact 
719-587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.org. 
(TFN)
NEED CATS FOR mous-
ers? Want to adopt kittens? 
Help trap/neuter/release 
efforts? Donate food/litter/
supplies? Low cost spay/
neuter clinic for cats. http://
www.catsaliveslv.com 719-
298-7028. (TFN)
FREE TO GOOD home. 
Adults and kittens. NO 
MOUSERS OR BARN 
CATS. Spay/neuter clinics 
coming to Alamosa in near 
future. Call Donna K 719-
589-5952 or 719-580-9078. 
(TFN)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

HAY GROUND WANT-
ED for share crop or cash 
lease. Over 20 years expe-
rience 719-850-1626. (2/5)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

V ERY CLEA N 2 
Bedroom Home for 
sale / With Fireplace. 
Priced in the $90’s. 
Call 719-480-9893. 
(01/22)

426 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR SALE

MOBI LE HOM E 
FOR sale – 1982 At-
lantic. 2 bedroom, 
2 bath, 14x52, nice, 
very clean. Remod-
eled. In a nice/quiet 
trailer park. Listed 
price $19,995/OBO. 
Call 719-496-7937 or 
801-647-3944.(TFN-
11/21)

525
GUNS

Z AC H’ S  E U RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IM-
M E D I A T E L Y 
N ICE 1 bed room 
Apt .  a c ross  f rom 
ASU 719-251-3597. 
(1/25)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM 1 Bath. 
efficiency kitchen, up-
stairs, garage. $850/Mo. 
plus utilities. Del Norte. 
Call 719-539-7879 Avail. 
February 01,.(2/01)
A F F O R DA B L E  2 
BEDROOM House for 
rent in Monte Vista. Call 
Raymond (719)850-2069.
(1/28)
HOUSE FOR RENT in 
Alamosa, 3 bedrooms, 
1 bath, $800 per month, 
$800 damage deposit. 
Price includes all utilities. 
No pets, nonsmokers. 
Call 719-480-0108.(1/31)
R EN T COU N T RY 
HOME 3 Bedroom & 
Loft 2 bathrooms 2mi 
Alamosa 800-641-3750 / 
719-480-3932.(1/21)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop
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Classifieds

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: Is there a 
delicate way for me to tell 
my boyfriend not to use the 
same online floral delivery 
service again? The birthday 
bouquet he had delivered 
to me arrived with limp, 
wilted, torn petals and 
leaves and broken stems. 
It was one of those box-of-
flowers deliveries. 

 I doubt my boyfriend 
realized they would not ar-
rive in a vase and arranged 
by a florist. Instead, they 
had been packed in a box, 
without water, with the vase 
packed alongside, delivered 
by a regular package cou-
rier. 

 I usually send him a 
photo of my bouquet along 
with my heartfelt thanks, 
and while I thanked him 
as usual, I did not send 
a picture of the bouquet 
because I knew he would 
feel bad -- both about the 
lackluster arrangement, 
and the money he had spent 
on them.

 I found what I believe 
was the intended arrange-
ment on the website, and it 
was lovely -- a far cry from 
what was delivered to me. 
I love my twice-a-year flow-
ers (birthday and Christ-
mas), and I don’t want to 
come across as critical or 
ungrateful. I am blessed 
to have such a thoughtful 
partner. 

 If flowers were just a 
one-time gift, I would not 
even consider mentioning it. 
However, with Valentine’s 
Day (and another flower 

delivery) approaching, I 
wonder if I should let my 
boyfriend know that it 
might be better to use a 
local florist to ensure he is 
getting his money’s worth. 
Or should I just cross my 
fingers that it was a one-
off ? -- UNGRATEFUL 
GIRLFRIEND

 DEA R “ UNGR ATE -
FUL”: Tell your boyfriend 
why you didn’t send him 
a photo of the flowers he 
sent as you usually do. He 
has a right to know, and it 
will not make you appear 
ungrateful. He may be able 
to get a refund if the order 
was mishandled and he had 
ordered an arrangement in 
a vase. And if the vendor 
is not forthcoming, he may 
choose to deal with a dif-
ferent one next time. Please 
give him the option.

 DEAR ABBY: I’m one 
half of a female best friend 
duo in our early 30s. We 
both live with clinical de-
pression, and my friend also 
has ADHD. During most of 
our 20s, neither of us did 
a good job of coping with 
these issues, but we were 
able to laugh it off together. 
Now, after putting in a lot 
of work, I’m finally in a 
healthy place, and I intend 
to continue getting better 
from here.

 My best friend, how-
ever, is managing her own 
mental health as poorly as 
ever. She doesn’t have the 
interest or the motivation to 
help herself the way I have, 
and she resents when others 

try to talk to her about it. I 
sense she wishes I was like 
I used to be. 

 I’m starting to feel like 
being around her is no 
longer healthy for me, but 
I don’t know what to do. 
I don’t have many other 
friends. I live out of state 
from my family, and I still 
love her dearly. How should 
I proceed? -- SELF-HELP-
ER IN CALIFORNIA

 DEAR SELF-HELPER: 
Proceed by continuing to 
move forward. If you seek 
out new activities, you will 
meet more people with com-
mon interests. Do not drop 
her. Call her periodically to 
check in, and make a point 
of inviting her to join you in 
some of your new interests. 
However, if she refuses, do 
not let it deter you from do-
ing what you must to aid in 
your healing. I congratulate 
you for finding the strength 
to get the help you needed.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren

THE GRIZZWELLS
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Girlfriend’s birthday bouquet 

arrives in shabby condition
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ALAMOSA — Plans 
continue for the 2020 Rio 
Frio Ice Fest as the dead-
line for sponsors draws 
near.

“Beach Party — in the 
coldest place in the nation” 
is the theme of this year’s 
event set for Jan. 24-26. 
For sponsor details, go to 
www.riofrioice.com.

ALAMOSA — The SLV 
STEAM Shop makerspace 
is open to the public most 
Wednesdays from 5-8 p.m. 
south of Richardson Hall 
and west of the theater 
building on the Adams 
State University campus 
in Alamosa. The SLV 
STEAM Shop provides 
access to 3D printers, 
machine knitting, small-
scale casting, electronics 
fabrication, a laser cutter 
and much more.

VALLEY — Energy 
assistance is provided 
through La Puente’s Out-
reach homeless prevention 
program. To qualify you 
must be directly respon-
sible for an energy bill, 
your bill must be past due, 
and you must meet income 
qualifications. Call (719) 
587-3781.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild (VFA) 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of every 
month, from 1-4:30 p.m. at 
757 County Rd. 29, Monte 
Vista. Call or email Wanda 
Couzens-Smith for more 
information at (719) 719-
852-5000 or wcouzens-
smith@gmail.com

CAPULIN — Free tu-
toring is available in the 
Capulin Library from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. every Friday 
for students first grade 
through twelfth grades in 
all subjects.

ALAMOSA — Cats Alive 
is in need of dry cat food 
to help volunteers feed 
cats throughout the San 
Luis Valley. Also goat 
milk is appreciated for 
the kittens. To donate cat 
food call Marge at (719) 
298-7028 (willing to pick 
up donated food) or send 
monetary donations to 
help with the cat food to 
Cats Alive, P.O. Box 84 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or 
online at catsaliveslv.com. 

CONEJOS COUNTY — 
Conejos Library District 
is in need of volunteers 
in Antonito, La Jara and 
Capulin. The library is a 
great place to volunteer. 
Please contact Maria De-
Herrera at (719) 274-5858.

MONTE VISTA— The 
Monte Vista Assembly of 
God Church, God’s Closet, 
located at 881 N. Hwy 285, 
across from Mountain 
King is in need of clothing 
donations. Bring them to 
the white shed. 

VALLEY — Cat food is 
needed to distribute to all 
the volunteers that are 
feeding the cats. Cat food 
donations may be left with 
Abie Roybal, 225 10th St., 
Alamosa, and monetary 
donations may be made to 
Donna K. Ditmore, man-
ager for cat welfare for Al-
pha Humane, a nonprofit 
tax-exempt organization, 
and sent to 3095 County 
Road 108 South, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.

ALAMOSA — Habitat 
for Humanity is accepting 
applications for homeown-
ership in Alamosa. Appli-
cants contribute 500 hours 
of “sweat equity,” time and 
labor. Construction is done 
with the help of hundreds 
of volunteers. When a 
house is completed, ap-
plicant families purchase 
the homes from Habitat for 
Humanity with a nonprofit 
mortgage. Call Habitat 
at (719) 589-8678 or go to 
www.slvhabitat.org

ALAMOSA — Grief sup-
port group meets the first 
Tuesday of every month 
at the Alamosa 1st United 
Methodist Church from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Call Liz 
Hood at (719) 580-3697.

ALAMOSA — VFW in 
Alamosa hosts BINGO 
every Tuesday at 7 p.m., 

with doors opening at 4:30 
p.m. Packs are $5.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will be 
refreshments and child-
care provided. Contact 
Jennifer McCoy-Hanna 
at Tu Casa, Inc.  at (719)-
589-2465.

VALLEY — Keep driv-
ers safe in your commu-
nity. Become an AARP 
Driver Safety Volunteer 
Instructor today. Do you 
have a passion for helping 
others and want to make 
your community safer? 
AARP needs dedicated 
volunteers as instructors 
to grow this leading edu-
cational program. Sign up 
today at www.aarp.org/
driversafetyvolunteer

VALLEY — La Puente 
is in need of volunteers 
split wood to bring relief to 
local families. Volunteers 
with chainsaw skills are 
most needed, but anyone 
is invited. To volunteer, 
call Shanae at (719) 587-
3499 or email volunteers@
lapuente.net

ALAMOSA — Circle 
of Parents in Recovery 
provides a safe, support-
ing, confidential, non-
judgmental environment 
where parents can openly 
discuss the successes and 
challenges of parenting 
in recovery. The group 
meets every first and third 
Tuesday from 4-5:30 p.m. 
at Living Water Bible Fel-
lowship 2019 Clark St., 
Alamosa. Contact Mary 
Lambert at (719) 587-6965 
or mlambert@slvbhg.org

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many dif-
ferent genres, the Sophia 
Circle meets weekly to 
provide support for writers 
and their writing projects 
in the downstairs confer-
ence room at the Colo-
rado Welcome Center at 
Alamosa, Sixth and State, 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m. 
Writers may drop in on 
any meeting. Bring copies 
of the work you want to 
share. Call Holly at (719) 
588-7066. 

ALAMOSA — “Planting 
Seeds for Kindergarten” 
is the Alamosa Public 
Library program that en-
courages all families and 
caregivers to read 1,000 
books with their young 
children before they enter 
kindergarten. Partici-
pants will be rewarded for 
every 100 books they read. 
Register at the Alamosa 
Public Library today, 300 
Hunt Ave., Alamosa.

CONEJOS COUNTY 
— The Conejos County Li-
brary is looking for volun-
teers to real aloud to young 
children. Volunteers can 
join in visiting homes 
around Conejos County 
and talking to parents and 
caregivers about the value 
of instilling a love for read-
ing. Please contact Margie 
Wagoner at the Conejos 
County Library at (719) 
274-5858.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Toastmasters meets on 
Mondays at noon at The 
Bridge in Alamosa at 3407 
Carroll St. Participants 
will find a supportive 
learn-by-doing environ-
ment that allows them 
to achieve their goals at 
their own pace. Call (719) 
588-5127.

ALAMOSA — Can’t 
make it to Storytime at the 
Alamosa Public Library? 
That’s OK, check out the 
Storytime to Go Kits de-
signed to bring Storytime 
into your home! Come 
into the Alamosa Public 
Library today, 300 Hunt 
Ave., Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — MOPS, 
(Mothers of Preschoolers), 
a gathering place for moms 
with young children (birth 
through kindergarten) 
that offers connections, 
community, resources and 
support to meet the needs 
of every mom meets every 
first and third Wednesday 
at Living Water Bible 
Fellowship Church, 2910 
Clark St., Alamosa, from 
9–11 a.m. See facebook.

San Luis Valley calendar of events
com/mopsalamosa or mop-
salamosa.com

LA JARA — MOPS–La 
Jara provides a reener-
gized program Thursday, 
with new crafts, discus-
sions, snacks and learning 
at the United Church of La 
Jara, a safe place for the 
older kids to play and learn 
with a great staff to lead 
all activities. The great 
times begin at 10 a.m. 
on the second and fourth 
Thursdays. Call Debbie at 
(719) 580-6721.

VALLEY — Rio Grande 
County Tourism Board is 
looking for high quality 
photographs that photog-
raphers would be willing to 
let the tourism board use 
for advertising purposes. 

Contact Ruth Carapella 
at ruth@pencraftco.com or 
president@riograndetour-
ism.com

CONEJOS COUNTY 
— The Conejos Library 
District has applied for 
and received a grant from 
the Temple Hoyne Buell 
Foundation titled Grow-
ing Readers Together. 
The purpose of the grant 
is to provide early lit-
eracy reading materials, 
reading related toys, and 
educational activities for 
home day care providers. 
The library will be able to 
provide kits in the form of 
books, educational toys, 
music and activities to 
anyone doing home day 
care in Conejos County. 

Those who are interested 
in participating in this 
program please contact 
the library at (719) 274-
5858.

ALAMOSA —The Val-
ley-Wide Pharmacy is 
now a registered drop-off 
location for the Colo-
rado Household Medica-
tion Take-Back Program. 
There is now a drop-off 
receptacle located at the 
pharmacy for the collec-
tion of household medi-
cations, including both 
prescription and over-
the-counter medications. 
Drop off any unwanted 
household medications 
for free at the Valley-Wide 
Pharmacy. The Valley-
Wide Pharmacy is inside ■ See EVENTS page 14

the Alamosa Family Medi-
cal Center clinic at 1710 
First St, Alamosa.

VALLEY — La Puente 
Outreach is currently ac-
cepting medical applica-
tions. Those who are in 
need of help paying for 
prescription glasses, hear-
ing aids, medical equip-
ment or dental procedures, 
please come to 929 State 
Ave., Alamosa or call (719) 
587-3781.

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley Naloxone Edu-
cation Empowerment Dis-
tribution (SLV N.E.E.D.) 
project came to an end. 
Free Narcan Nasal kits 
are still available at any 
of the local participating 



Page 14 Valley Courier Saturday, January 18, 2019

Lifestyle

pharmacies while supplies 
last. Those pharmacies are: 
La Jara Health Mart Phar-
macy, Alamosa Pharmacy, 
Valley Wide Health Sys-
tems Pharmacy (for Valley 
Wide Health Systems pa-
tients only), Jacks Market 
Pharmacy in Monte Vista 
and Rio Grande Pharmacy 
in Del Norte. Residents may 
need a prescription to pick 
up a kit.

DEL NORTE — The Rio 
Grande County Museum 
Board is looking for pic-
tures of the construction of 
the “new” courthouse. The 
second courthouse was built 
in the late 1930’s as a WPA 
project. Individuals can ei-
ther donate the photos to the 
museum or a board member 
will make copies of them 
and return them. Contact 
Louise at the museum at 
(719) 657-2847.

ALAMOSA — Youngsters 
are invited to the Alamosa 
Public Library Story Room 
every Friday morning to 
sing, color, dance, read, en-
joy adventures, share with 
friends and giggle. Babies 
and toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

MONTE VISTA— Valley 
Fiber Art Guild welcomes 
anyone interested in spin-
ning, crocheting, knitting, 
weaving or other portable 
fiber activities to come to 
VFA gatherings. The group 
meets the fourth Saturday 
of every month starting at 
1 p.m. at 757 County Rd. 
29, Monte Vista. Email 
wcouzenssmith@gmail or 
call (719) 852-5000.

VALLEY — Those con-
cerned about their chil-
dren’s development are 
welcome to contact the free 
service SLV BOCES Child 
Find at (719) 589-5851. 
Child Find’s job is to locate, 
identify and screen/evalu-
ate children for whom there 
is a suspicion of a delay in 
speech, language, motor, 
social, self-help or cognitive 
skills. If a significant delay 
is identified, families are 
connected with appropri-
ate free services to address 
delays.  

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

ALAMOSA — La Puente’s 
Outreach Services now has 
energy assistance funding 
in place. The qualifying 
fuels are: natural gas, 
electricity, propane, oil, 
kerosene, firewood, solid 
fuel pellets and coal. Please 
contact (719) 587-3781 with 
any questions or stop by 929 
State St. in Alamosa to com-
plete an application. Office 
hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and Wednes-
day from 1-5 p.m.

VALLEY — La Puente’s 
Outreach Services Program 
is looking to assist veterans 
in the San Luis Valley with 
services including rental 
assistance, medical and 
nonmedical gas vouchers, 
household provisions, in-
terview or work clothing, 
tuition assistance and job 
training. Call (719) 587-
3781, ext. 213 or email direc-
tor.outreach@lapuente.net. 

VALLEY — The Senior 
Community Service Em-
ployment Program is seek-
ing low-income unemployed 
seniors 55 years and older 
to participate in its paid job 
training program through-
out southwest Colorado. 
Call (970) 385-3995. 

VALLEY — San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare Society 
is seeking donations of used 
Little Tikes playground 
equipment for their seven 
doggie parks: pools, houses, 
slides and such. Please call 
Aileen at (719) 587-WOOF 
(9663) to donate or email at 
woof@slvaws.org.

VALLEY — Valley chil-
dren are often sent to the 
Front Range because there 
are not enough foster homes 
here in the San Luis Valley. 
Needs include foster homes, 
respite homes and support 
for foster homes. Call Mary 
Morin at (719) 580-6234 to 
hear more or (719) 589-2581 

Events
■ Continued from Page 13

for an application packet.
ALAMOSA — Open dro-

pin meditation for health, 
stress management and 
spiritual growth, is held 
at 10:45 a.m. the second 
Sunday of the month at 
St. Thomas Episcopal Par-
ish Hall, 607 Fourth St., 
Alamosa, with Mountain 
Institute, A Kriya, Medi-
tation & Lamplighting 
School. Contact Martin at 
(575) 758-5876 or talentolo-
cal@live.com

ALAMOSA — The Ala-
mosa Police Department 
offers a bicycle registration 
program. Owners wishing 
to register their bicycles can 
bring them to the Alamosa 
Police Department at 425 
Fourth St. during normal 
business hours between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m. This ser-
vice is free of charge to all 
residents of Alamosa, Ala-
mosa County and students 
of Adams State University 
or Trinidad State Junior 
College. Contact (719) 589-
2548.

ALAMOSA — The Vet-
erans Affairs Office is look-
ing for volunteer drivers 
to transport veterans for 
medical care in Pueblo, 
Colorado Springs and Den-
ver. Call Frank Muniz at 
(719) 589-1109.

ALAMOSA — La Pu-
ente’s homeless shelter 
serves three meals per day, 
365 days a year, to guests 
and community members. 
That’s more than 45,000 
meals per year. La Puente 
needs cans of vegetables, 
fruit and tomato sauce as 
well as pasta, dairy prod-
ucts and pasta sauces. 
Blankets of all sizes are 
also welcome. Those who 
have anything to spare 
may please bring it to the 
shelter at 913 State Ave. in 
Alamosa (between Ninth 
and 10th streets). For more 
information or to find out 
other ways to help, please 
call (719) 589-5909 or come 
by the shelter any time.

ALAMOSA— Peace Med-
itation at the Campus Min-
istry Office, Adams State 
University, Alamosa, is 
held on Thursday evenings 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan (05) 886-6959.

DEL NORTE — Weekly 
yoga will be held at the Ruth 
Marie Center, 575 Colum-
bia Ave. in Del Norte, with 
Milcah Hawk from 5:30-7 
p.m. every Thursday. Come 
stretch, breathe and relax 
for just a donation. Bring 
your mat or use ours. Call 
(719) 850-1672.

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meetings 
are every first and third 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. (except 
June, July and August) 
at the Alamosa Masonic 
Lodge, Main and San Juan.

LA JARA — The United 
Church is beginning MOPS 
(Mothers of Preschoolers), 
which will be meeting the 
second and fourth Friday of 
each month from 10-11:30 
a.m. at the La Jara United 
Church, Main and Fifth 
streets, with refreshments, 
babysitting and timely top-
ics just for moms. Call Deb-
bie Vance at (19) 580-6721.

ALAMOSA — Adams 
State University offers the 
expertise of its faculty to as-
sist communities and local 
governments in a number of 
realms, from agribusiness 
and government intern-
ships, to dropout prevention 
and strategic planning. 
The guide was produced in 
cooperation with the Colo-
rado Municipal League. It 
is available online at www.
adams.edu/community/
asuresource-guide.pdf.

ALAMOSA — Families 
Healing Families is a com-
munity-based organization 
that provides support and 
resources for families af-
fected by the impact of sub-
stance abuse. They meet on 
the third Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Senior Citizens 
Center at 92 Rio Grande 
Ave. (on the north end of 
Cole Park) in Alamosa. 

ANTONITO — Free Zum-
ba classes for all ages are 
held at Guadalupe Elemen-
tary in Antonito Monday 
through Thursday from 
6:15-7 p.m. in the cafeteria. 

ALAMOSA — The Ala-
mosa Senior Citizens sell 
Safeway and City Market 
Gift cards and receive 5 
percent of the sales to make 
a little money for the center. 
Stop at the center at 92 

Colorado Ave. (north end 
of Cole Park, Alamosa) and 
purchase one. The cards 
are great for groceries, 
prescriptions or gas as well 
as gifts.

DEL NORTE — Want to 
help preserve the history of 
Rio Grande County? That 
opportunity is available 
through the Rio Grande 
County Museum and Cul-
tural Center in Del Norte, 
which needs volunteers to 
help with greeting visitors, 
doing exhibits, inventory 
and computer work. Also, 
the Rio Grande County 
Museum, Inc. is looking for 
board members to help with 
fundraising, grant writing 
and other activities. Con-
tact the museum at (719) 
657-2847. The museum is 
located at 580 Oak St. in 
Del Norte.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday of the month at 
the Alamosa Public Library 
at 6:30 p.m. Contact Ste-
phen Jensen at (719) 379-
0001 or slvphotostephen@
gmail.com

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, a 
nonprofit weight loss orga-
nization, meets every Tues-
day evening at the College 
Heights Baptist Church at 
2035 Church Ave. in Ala-
mosa.  Weighin is at 5:30 
p.m. with an informative 
meeting at 6:15. Anyone 
interested in having weight 
loss support is welcome to 
attend a free meeting or call 
Doris at (719) 589-6396 for 
more information.

ALAMOSA — The Ala-
mosa Police Department 
will now provide citizens 
with dog licenses on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday 
from 9-10 a.m. The cost is 
$2 for spayed and neutered 
dogs and $10 for unaltered. 
A current proof of rabies 
vaccination is required.

LA JARA — Toddler 
Time will be at The Cone-
jos Library in La Jara on 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. It 
is beneficial for parents to 
read to their children and 
this provides an excellent 
opportunity to get started. 
It is free.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at the Alamosa 
County Sheriff Office, 1315 
17th St., at 6 p.m. Anyone 
interested in becoming a 
volunteer is welcome. Call 
Suzi at (719) 588-9236.

ALAMOSA – The GFWC 
Woman’s Citizenship Club 
of Alamosa meets on the 
second Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email 
womanscitizenship-club@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — A newly 
established confidential 
support group for people 
struggling with change will 
take place the first and third 
Monday of the month in 
Room 1 of the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church Parish 
Center at 6 p.m. Chang-
ing from the Inside Out, 
facilitated by Luis Murrillo, 
will provide topics that will 
lead to conversations about 
individual struggles with 
change. Contact Lisa at 
(719) 588-5363.

VALLEY — The Sa-
guache County Veteran 
Service Office is pleased to 
announce that homeless 
veterans and other veterans 
in financial need can receive 
help thanks to a five-county 
grant administered by the 
Chaffee County Veteran 
Service Office. Contact Jim 
Sheeran at (719) 655-2680. 
Office hours are Wednesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

MONTE VISTA – The 
San Luis Valley 4-H Ro-
botics is looking for used 
laptop donations to help 
with expansion of their 
youth robotics program. 
Donated laptops should 
run Microsoft Windows 
XP or later or Mac OS 10.6 
or later and have 1 GB of 
ram and at least a 1 GHz 
processor. Those interested 
in donating to support this 
program can call (719) 852-
7381 or drop laptops off at 
the SLV Area Extension 
office at 1899 E. Hwy 160 
in Monte Vista. 

ALAMOSA—Alamosa 
Elks Lodge 1297 hosts 
BINGO at 7 p.m. Thursdays 
in the lodge room. Food is 
available.

MONTE VISTA—Tri 
County Seniors, 311 Wash-
ington St. in Monte Vista, 
are hosting line dance class-
es every Tuesday evening 
from 7-8:30 p.m. for only 

$1 per class. New students 
are welcome. These are for 
all ages. 

ALAMOSA — La Puente 
Home is requesting hygiene 
kits to assist the less fortu-
nate of the San Luis Valley. 
Often, guests arrive at the 
homeless shelter without 
even the most basic of ne-
cessities. For this reason, 

La Puente provides kits full 
of hygiene products such 
as soap, shampoo, razors, 
shaving cream, toothbrush 
and paste, deodorant and 
a washcloth. At this time, 
La Puente is running very 
low on all hygiene supplies. 
Call (719) 589-5909 or stop 
by La Puente Home at 913 
State Ave., Alamosa.


