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CONEJOS — Jimmy Lopez of 
La Jara is a free man today, despite 
his arrest in October and spending 11 
days in jail. 

Faced with a weak case, the 12th 
Judicial District Attorney dropped all 
charges against him stemming from 
an incident in July at Capulin.

Lopez, 64, was charged with at-

Lopez free after 11 days in jail
DA drops charges 

against man 

from La Jara 

t e m p t e d 
murder, as-
sault with 
a  deadly 
w e a p o n , 
f i r s t -
d e g r e e 
b u rg l a r y 
a r m e d 
wi th  ex-
plosives, 
m e n a c -
ing  wi th 
a real or 
simulated 
weapon, felony menacing, conspiracy 
to commit burglary and conspiracy to 

commit menacing. There were also 
11 counts of committing a crime of 
violence with a sentence enhancer and 
two misdemeanor charges.

He was working in La Jara on Oct. 
7 when sheriff’s deputies took him 
into custody. 

“It was a total shock to me, I was 
confused,” Lopez says. “I wasn’t 
shown the charges until I was in jail.”

“I wasn’t scared because I knew 
I didn’t do anything,” Lopez said, 
“but I didn’t have that comfort level 
completely.”

Lopez said he was treated very well 
in the Conejos County Jail, except 
for a time when his attorney, James 

Jimmy Lopez

E. Marshall IV of Alamosa, wasn’t 
allowed to meet with him. By law, 
attorneys must be allowed to speak 
with their clients.

A delay in setting a bond hearing 
delayed the matter for a week, and 
then court procedures added four more 
days. He had been held without bond 
pending conference with a judge.

Bond was set at $90,000 and Lopez 
had to use a bondsman, which cost 
him $9,000. Although Lopez faced the 
legal processes involved with felony 
charges, his case never got to district 
court. Marshall says he saw a weak 

SOUTH FORK — Nancy Butler walked through this 
world with determination, grace and gratitude. She 
walked on from this world on Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 
She was at her home in South Fork with her husband 
Lee Carpenter and her sisters Julie Butler and Laura 
Butler Embleton. 

She is also survived by her brother-in-law Dale Emble-
ton and niece Emily Embleton; adopted family Ljiljana, 
Jelena and Irena Suboti฀; stepson Chris Carpenter, 
his partner Megan Fowler and granddaughter Skylar 
Jade Carpenter.

A native of Colorado, Nancy was born in Englewood 
in 1967 and grew up in Littleton. She attended Arapa-
hoe High School and graduated from the University of 
Colorado with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology. 

Her life of service started early, working with immi-
grant families in Denver, taking a service trip to Mexico 
during spring break while in college. She did volunteer 
programs in Ireland and Germany before spending two 
years in the Peace Corps in Suceava, Romania. Her love 
of travel took her to far flung places including Namibia, 
India, Nepal, Belize, Mexico, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina, 
Peru, Slovakia, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, Italy, Austria, 
France, New Zealand, Australia, Fiji, Hawaii, Alaska, 
all over the continental United States and Antarctica.

Colorado was always in her heart though, and she 

Butler leaves 
legacy after 
passing away

Courtesy photo

Nancy Butler at Matkatamiba in the Grand Canyon

South Fork resident known 

as leading conservationists 
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Alamosa City Council member passed the motion unanimously to appoint Jan 
Vigil (middle) as new mayor pro tem, as outgoing Mayor Pro Team Liz Hensley 
flanks him to his right and Mayor Ty Coleman is to his left, during Wednesday 
night’s City Council meeting.

Vigil’s new mayor pro tem
By DANIEL McKILLOP

Courier Editor
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa City 

Council Wednesday night unanimously 
voted in Jan Vigil as mayor pro tem, 
which will be effective during the next 
council meeting.

Council member and outgoing Mayor 
Pro Tem Liz Hensley, who held the posi-
tion since early January 2018, thanked 
her fellow council members.

“I’m excited to have you as Mayor Pro 
Tem,” said Hensley to Vigil.

Jan said he supported rotating mayor 
pro tem every two years, and added that 
“I want to throw my hat into the ring.”

Hensley said she is supportive of rotat-
ing, and it was not long before the rest 
of  council followed suit and chose Vigil 
as their next mayor pro tem.

Alamosa Mayor Tye Coleman offered 
to pass out ballots, but council agreed 
there was no need for that since there 
were not multiple contestants.

Congratulations councilman Vigil,” 
Coleman said. “I’d like to thank you 
councilor Hensley for serving during the 

past two years.
“You have been a very active mayor 

pro tem. ... What you’ve done the past 
couple of years; you’ve been amazing and 
thank you for your time.”

Vigil complimented Hensley on all the 
work she had done as mayor pro tem.

“I want to thank of all of you because 
you’ve all been very supportive of me as 
mayor pro tem,” Hensley said. “I think 
that we’ve made a great team, and I feel 
that working so closely together that 
we’ve made great strides for our city and 
we will continue to do so.

“And I’d like to congratulate councilor 
Vigil and I know he’ll do a great job.”

Hensley, who was not present during 
the last council meeting, was sworn in 
Wednesday night after getting re-elected 
to her council seat by winning the Nov. 
5 election.

The council also voted unanimously in 
favor of Ordinance No. 28-2019, which 
approved an intergovernmental agree-
ment with the Alamosa Veteran Service 
for providing veteran assistance to local 
veterans.

Alamosa City Clerk Holly Martinez (left) recites the oath of office as she 
swears in council member Liz Hensley, who retained her council seat, 

after winning the election on Nov. 5.

LA JARA — A regular 
board meeting for the 
North Conejos School 
District Board of Educa-
tion will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 10 
at the District Adminis-
tration Office in La Jara, 
with a board organiza-
tional meeting to follow 
at the same location at 
7:30 p.m.  Agendas are 
available at the District 
Administration Office, 
17890 US Highway 285, 
La Jara or on its website.

School 
board 

meeting 
Tuesday

Christmas

Cantata
ALAMOSA — ’Tis the 

season! The Alamosa 
Colorado Stake of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints pres-
ents a Christmas Can-
tata! We are celebrating 
the birth of Jesus Christ 
through an evening of 
beautiful Christmas mu-
sic. We invite everyone 
to feel the true spirit of 
Christmas, so bring a 
friend and join us at 5 
p.m. on Dec. 15.

The event will be held 
at the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, 927 Weber Dr. in 
Alamosa.
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San Luis Valley Crimestoppers

If you have information about an unreported or unsolved crime in the San Luis 
Valley, Crimestoppers pays for information that leads to the arrest of criminal of-
fenders. Citizens may report crimes anonymously and remain eligible for rewards.

Call San Luis Valley Crimestoppers at 589-4111.

AA MEETINGS

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS
ALAMOSA—The San 

Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alamosa Ma-
sonic Hall, 512 San Juan 
Ave.  Call Sharon at 589-
4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. Preg-
nant and nursing women 
are welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@
hotmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen 
Miller, 719-873-5466 or 
email mkmillermink@
aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 

the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome 
to attend a free meeting 
or call Doris at 589-6396 
for more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Ala-
mosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources for 
families affected by the 
impact of substance abuse. 
They meet on the third 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Citizens Center 
at 92 Rio Grande Ave. (on 
the north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Alamo-
sa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health,  stress man-

agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sunday of 
the month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 
607 Fourth St., Alamosa, 
with Mountain Insti-
tute, A Kriya, Meditation 
& Lamplighting School. 
Contact Martin at 575-
758-5876 or talentolocal@
live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects to-
gether and learn from each 
other. We meet the fourth 
Saturday of every month 
from 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
at 757 County Rd. 29, 
.Monte Vista. Call or email 
Wanda Couzens-Smith for 
more information at (719) 
852-5000 or wcouzens-
smith@gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meet-
ings are every first and 
third Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — A Care-
givers Support Group 
meets at First United 
Methodist Church, 2005 
Mullins, Alamosa, on 
the first Monday of every 
month. For more informa-
tion, call 589-2243.

ALAMOSA — Ala-
mosa Toastmasters meets 
on Mondays at noon at 
The Bridge in Alamosa 
at 3407 Carroll Street. 
Participants will find a 
supportive learn-by-doing 
environment that allows 
them to achieve their goals 
at their own pace. Call 
(719) 588-5127.

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 12-
Step Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that we 
are not affiliated with any 
outside organizations, but 
in the spirit of coopera-
tion, we list these meeting 
schedules for friends and 
family. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598 
Spruce St., Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 

at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 
8 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Church at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church at 
751 Lincoln St., Monte 
Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior 

Health Group at 8745 CR 
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 518 1st St., 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crestone 
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)
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ALAMOSA ALMANACSAN LUIS VALLEY FORECAST
Today: Mostly cloudy skies with a 55% chance of snow showers, high temperature of 

39°, humidity of 64%. West wind 2 to 5 mph.
Tonight: Expect partly cloudy skies with an overnight low of 7°. Light winds.

Tomorrow: Skies will be mostly cloudy with a high temperature of 41°, humidity of 49%. 

Light winds.

FORECAST DISCUSSION
Skies will be partly cloudy Friday 

night with an overnight low of 11°. 

Light winds. Saturday, skies will be 

partly cloudy with a high 

temperature of 36°, humidity of 

44%. Southwest wind 3 to 6 mph. 

Saturday night, skies will be mostly 

cloudy with an overnight low of 

13°. Southwest wind 6 mph.

REGIONAL CITIES

Weather (Wx): bz-blizzard, cl-cloudy, fg-fog, mc-mostly 
cloudy, pc-partly cloudy, r-rain, rs-rain & snow, s-sunny, 

sh-showers, sn-snow, ss-snow showers, t-thunderstorms

SKI CONDITIONS

SNOWPACK INFORMATION

For latest weather updates: 

www.UpdatedWx.com/VC

ALAMOSA – The GFWC 
Woman's Citizenship Club 
of Alamosa meets on the 
second Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email: 
womanscitizenshipclub@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many dif-
ferent genres, the Sophia 
Circle meets weekly to 
provide support for writ-
ers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, 6th and State 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m.. 
Writers may drop in on 
any meeting. Bring copies 
of the work you want to 
share. Call Holly at 719-
588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will 
be refreshments and child-
care provided. Contact 
Jennifer McCoy-Hanna 
at Tu Casa, Inc. 719-589-
2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief 
support group meets the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at the Alamosa 1st 
United Methodist Church 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Call 
Liz Hood, 580-3697.

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 
or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 
the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the 
submitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

ALAMOSA — James 
“George” Wharton passed 
away suddenly on Nov. 
29, 2019. 

He was born in Sagua-
che on April 4,1936 to Wal-
ter  and Hilda Wharton. He 
graduated from Alamosa 
High  School in 1954. 

In 1957, he met and mar-
ried Pat Longwell, the love 
of his life, in Farmington, 
N.M. He was an active 
member in the community 
and longtime member of 
the Elks. 

George retired from 
Creamland Dairies to 
move his family to Santa 
Fe,N.M. He started a 
wholesale business fol-
lowed by Wharton’s Craft-

ed Gifts, in De Vargas 
Mall. 

He retired for good 
in 2017 to live in short 
sleeves and shorts in Ari-
zona City, Ariz. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, his sister 
Myrna and his infant son 
Jerry. 

George is survived by 
Pat, his wife of 62 years, 
his sister Neola (Rod) 
Lewis, his daughters Deb-
bie (Paul) Hochsprung, 
Nancy Jo (John) Brenna, 
Kellie (Ubaldo) Ontiveros, 
Becky (Vince) Rehkopf and 
Terrie (Tom) Jacopi. There 
are nine grandchildren 
and eleven great-grand-
children.

James ‘George’ Wharton

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
— Joanne Christine Espi-
noza (Trujillo), 64, passed 
away Saturday, Nov. 30, 
at home. 

Born Sept. 10, 1955 to 
Felipe and Juanita (Rome-
ro) Trujillo in Santa Fe, 
N.M., she was a longtime 
resident of the San Luis 
Valley and for the last 
several years was married 
to the love of her life, Abel 
Wayne Espinoza. 

Joanne is survived by 
her loving husband Abel 
Wayne Espinoza; daugh-
ters Charlene (Josh) Pa-
dilla and Lori Padilla of 
Taos, NM; daughter-in-
law Elizabeth Padilla; 
eight grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild; sib-
lings Terri Davis of Rio-en-

Joanne Christine 
Espinoza (Trujillo)

Medio, N.M., Virginia (Je-
sus) Carreno of El Rancho, 
N.M.; sister-in-law Mary 
Lou Trujillo wife to (Leroy) 
of Rio-en-Medio, Felipe 
(Veronica) Trujillo and 
Henry Trujillo of Santa 
Fe, N.M. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, Felipe 
and Juanita; and her two 
sons, Bernie and Leandro 
Padilla. 

Services will be held at 
10 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 6, 
2019 at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe in Conejos.

Rogers Family Mortuary 
of Alamosa is in care of the 
arrangements. 

To leave online condo-
lences or words of strength 
for the family, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com.
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A quote was erroneously attributed to Alamosa City 
Council member Kristin Daniels was in the article 
“Deer too close for comfort,” which appeared on pages 
1 and 3 of the Wednesday Nov. 27 issue of the Valley 
Courier. The quote in question was from Ms. Karen 
Miller, who said, “And to say the deer were here first 
is not true,” Miller added. “I lived on Lambert Drive. 
“It bordered Carroll Park and growing up we played 
out by the Riverwood subdivision, which is (near) Car-
roll’s woods and we did not see deer. We never had to 
worry about deer attacking small children or dogs or 
anybody that was out walking. “And that’s a big worry, 
now. “They are going to hurt somebody.”

In the Saturday, Nov. 30 issue in the article “Con-
sumers avoid chaos by shopping on Main St.,” which 
appeared on pages 1 and 3,  Alamosa Home Furnish-
ings owner Mary Domito’s last name was misspelled.

In the Saturday, Nov. 30 issue in the “Consumers 
avoid chaos by shopping on Main St.,” which appeared 
on pages 1 and 3, the name of the store Treasure Alley 
was incorrect.

Corrections:

case from the beginning.
Lopez has been in the lumber 

and construction business his 
entire working life. A lifelong 
resident of the Capulin area, he 
graduated from Centauri High 
School and attended Adams 
State College before going into 
the building trades.

He can organize construction 
of a multi-unit building from 
the first shovel of dirt to the last 
nail and is very detail-oriented, 
so Lopez said knowing he was 
innocent and facing charges 
put him through a great deal 
of stress.

Then came Nov. 22, when 

DA Crista Newmyer-Olsen, 
acting by and through Deputy 
DA Jordan Welch, filed a no-
tion for dismissal or entry 
of Nolle Prosequi without 
prejudice, meaning the case 
would be dismissed. It could 
be re-filed, should credible in-
formation or evidence emerge.

Conejos County Judge Kim-
berly Cortez signed off on the 
order Nov. 25.

Marshall said the weakness 
of the case against Lopez 
emerged during a two-day 
preliminary hearing of William 
Trujillo, 34, who faced felony 
charges relating to a July 15 in-
cident in which Roy Sisneros, 
43, and Veronica Archuleta, 25, 
were shot at the 8000 block of 
Highway 50 at Capulin. Both 

were hospitalized but survived.
During Trujillo’s prelimi-

nary hearing, testimony from 
multiple parties, including 
the investigating officer and 
alleged victims, gave the pros-
ecution reason to believe that, 
without additional investiga-
tion and information, there 
would be no reasonable likeli-
hood of conviction if the matter 
would proceed to trial.

The case stemmed from 
information provided to law 
enforcement by other person 
or persons connected with 
the shootings of Sisneros and 
Archuleta. 

Declining to say why some-
one would provide that infor-
mation, “I just want my name 
cleared,” Lopez declares.

walked through some of the state’s most 
beautiful places, including a solo trip 
along the entire Colorado Trail. Butler 
climbed many of Colorado’s hills and 
mountains over years of exploration. 
So, when she met fellow Coloradoan Lee 
Carpenter, while both were working the 
season in Antarctica in 2000, she came 
back to make a new home in South Fork. 

Once Butler landed in the San Luis 
Valley, she soon became the executive 
director of the Rio Grande Headwaters 
Land Trust (RiGHT) in 2002. In this 
role she emerged as one of the Valley’s 
and Colorado’s most respected and ef-
fective conservation leaders. The small 
team of staff and board at RiGHT had 
big dreams for conservation along the 
Rio Grande and across the Valley. In 
partnership with many landowners, 
conservation organizations, and gener-
ous funders, Nancy leaves a legacy of 
conserved ranches in every county of the 
San Luis Valley, and through RIGHT’s 
Rio Grande Initiative, over 27,000 acres 
of the Rio Grande and Conejos River 
corridors are protected.

Butler served on statewide commit-
tees with the Colorado Coalition of Land 
Trusts, represented Colorado at meet-
ings in Washington D.C., and was widely 
respected in the conservation community 
across Colorado and beyond. She was 
honored for her work with the Friends 
of Open Space award from the Palmer 
Land Trust in 2014. RiGHT received 
the Phil James Conservation Award 
from the Colorado Nature Conservancy 
in 2011 for the long-standing partner-
ship between the two organizations in 
achieving conservation goals for the San 
Luis Valley. RiGHT was also honored as 
an Awards for Excellence Outstanding 
Non-profit Organization by the El Pomar 
Foundation in 2013. 

Butler’s service extended beyond con-
servation, as well. She also contributed 
greatly to the foster care needs of the 
San Luis Valley. She and Lee Carpen-
ter spent five years as foster parents 
for three beloved foster children and 
provided a temporary home to many 
other children in need. They also hosted 
a foreign exchange student and many 
visitors from around the world in their 
home on the Rio Grande. 

Diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2003, Butler truly never let that slow 
her down, living life on her terms. As 
a long-time survivor, she showed many 
that in spite of cancer, life can be full 
of joy and adventure. A maker of lists, 

Service
■ Continued from Page 1

Courtesy photo

Celebrating conservation of the Rio Grande corridor at the Gilmore Ranch in Alamosa County, with Allen Law, Executive 
Director, Angie Krall, Former Board Chair, and Nancy Butler.

Butler made a list of all the possible new 
experiences she could manage, including 
sky diving with her niece Emily and zip 
lining over the Royal Gorge — all this 
past year. She aspired to do as many new 
things each year at the age she was, and 
joyfully reported on those adventures to 
friends and family.

Butler inspired everyone from friends 
to strangers, many of whom quickly 
became friends, especially with her 
gratitude for everything and every op-
portunity, including the over 170 chemo 
treatments that extended her life for so 
long and for Dr. Dev Paul, her stalwart 
oncologist at the Rocky Mountain Cancer 
Center. As an expression of that, a few 
years ago, she had a Tibetan gratitude 
symbol tattooed on her shoulder and a 
number of family members and friends 
also got this tattoo in her honor. 

Butler continued her world travels and 
adventures, rafting many western riv-
ers with Lee and friends, from local day 

trips on the Rio Grande to the full Grand 
Canyon, other sections of the Colorado, 
the San Juan, Arkansas, the Chama, the 
Rogue, the Salmon and more.

As a beloved member of the San Luis 
Valley community, Butler’s legacy will 
last for generations. She will always be 
remembered for the beauty and work-
ing lands she helped to protect, for her 
relentless positivity and integrity that 
guided every choice she made, and for 
her truly amazing work ethic and dedi-
cation to a better future for the Valley 
and Colorado. 

Butler was fair, honest, witty, and 
strong; a great leader and an even better 
friend. She kept her focus on the bless-
ings of life, and being grateful, especially 
during the hardest times. In the coming 
weeks her family and friends will strive 
to follow her example and stay positive 
through the grief. She left those who 
knew and loved her with so many happy 
memories and a protected Rio Grande to 

be forever be thankful for.
A celebration of Butler’s life will be held 

at the Ruth Marie Community Center at 
575 Columbia Avenue in Del Norte at 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 14. The memorial 
will be followed by a potluck meal and 
all are welcome to come honor this ex-
ceptional friend and community leader. 

A celebration will also be held in the 
Denver area in January, with the time 
and place to be determined. Friends are 
welcome to visit Butler’s Facebook page 
and share in the many remembrances 
and photos of her life there. 

In honor of Butler’s life’s work in con-
servation, donations in her memory can 
be made to the Rio Grande Headwaters 
Land Trust at www.riograndelandtrust.
org or mailed to PO Box 444, Del Norte, 
CO, 81132.

Butler’s parting words to her friends 
and community are a perfect expres-
sion of how she lived her life: “Postpone 
nothing.”

ALAMOSA — Join the City of Ala-
mosa at 6 p.m. on Friday its annual 
Celebration of Lights. 

This year, the event begins at City 
Hall on 300 Hunt Avenue where Ad-
ams State University’s 68 West — an 
a cappella ensemble — will entertain 
the audience with its favorite Christ-
mas carols. 

After the performance, there will be 
a gathering in front of City Hall for a 
few announcements and then, the il-
lumination ceremony will commence.

After the lighting, the crowd will 
stroll down to the Narrow Gauge Book 
Cooperative at 602 Main Street where 
everyone can warm up, enjoy festive 
goodies, and give the children a chance 
to share their Christmas wishes with 
Santa. 

All are encouraged to bring their 
shopping lists, celebrate the start of the 
holiday season and get a jump on those 
Christmas purchases by shopping local. 

The Celebration of Lights is sponsored 
by the City of Alamosa, the Alamosa 
County Chamber of Commerce, ASU 
Music, and the Narrow Gauge Book 
Cooperative. 

For more information, please visit 
AlamosaRec.org or call the Alamosa 
Family Recreation Center at 719-589-
2105.

City Hall kicks 
off Celebration 
of Lights on 
Friday night

The Alamosa Round-UP kicked off the holiday season at the San Luis 
Valley Regional Medical Center with its donation of a variety of gift 
baskets for the children that are in the hospital over the holidays, 
as well as a number of Christmas stockings and caps that newborn 
babies can go home in during the month of December. “The Alamosa 
Round-UP is so proud to be able to give back to our awesome com-
munity,” said Dawn Honeycutt. “We’re able to do this with the help 
of our sponsors. Thanks to all of them for helping us to give back.” 
The organization has been a part of the western heritage here in the 
San Luis Valley for more than 40 years, and in addition to holding a 
yearly rodeo and demolition derby, it also will be hosting the ninth 
Annual Alamosa Christmas Light Parade. In addition to the gift bas-
kets and stockings, the organization also holds the “Round-UP for a 
Cure,” where all donations go towards cancer services at SLV Health. 
“This wonderful donation says so much about Alamosa Round-UP’s 
compassion and caring spirit,” said Kelly Gurule, Director of the 
SLV Health Foundation. “Donations like these make a huge differ-
ence, and we are thrilled to be able to share their generosity with 
our youngest patients.”

Top left, Dawn and Shelby 
Honeycutt of the Alamosa 
Round-UP stand with 
Kelly Gurule, Director of 
the SLV Health Founda-
tion, surrounded by their 
donation of gift baskets 
for children admitted to 
the hospital during the 
month of December and 
stockings for the OB 
Department of the SLV 
Regional Medical Center.
Stocking pic: The newest 
member of the San Luis 
Valley enjoys their holi-
day gift of a new stocking 
from Alamosa Round-UP. 
Bottom left, the newest 
member of the San Luis 
Valley enjoys their holiday 
gift of a new stocking from 
Alamosa Round-UP.

Photos, captions courtesy 
of Dawn Krebs, Foundation 
Administrative Assistant, San 
Luis Valley Health,106 Blan-
ca Ave., Alamosa, Office: 
719-587-6359 Dawn.Krebs@
slvrmc.org.

Round-UP for the Holidays
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■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.
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Johnny 
wants to 
do it over

It’s sad to see the Denver and Rio Grande 
Western Railroad yielding to the errors of 
its spawn.

In the railroad’s 
more than 100 years 
of service, there have 
been many ups and 
downs, mostly due to 
the changing times. 
The little engines that 
could did what was 
called of them.

At one time, one 
could travel almost 
anywhere in the Valley 
by rail. It was inexpen-
sive and sometimes 
dirty, but it helped us 
travel.

When my eldest son 
and I took a trip west 
by rail several years 
ago, I found myself laughing when I saw a 
couple of flatcars loaded with empty semi 

truck trailers parked on a siding. My oldest 
son asked what was funny and I took him 
back to the 1950s when the freight trains 
stopped hauling wares into the Valley. The 
trucks were blamed.

Sometimes the irony of history occasions 
laughter.

One of the first sounds I remember was 
the sound of the trains as they hauled people 
into and out of Alamosa. 

The sound of a steam engine in operation 
still opens my memory bank.

Some of my friends lived in railroad 
housing and shift workers spent time in 
yellow shacks in the yards. It was a simple 
time when children played, adults worked 
and the sounds of the huge brick shops 
commonly punctuated the noise of life in 
general.

I still remember the days when small 
towns along the rails boasted beautiful 
hotels and fine dining. We haven’t done 
well at recreating that image.

We haven’t capitalized well on the mov-

ing trade. 
When I was younger, a favorite place 

for my parents and some relatives was the 
Saguache Hotel.

The Palace Hotel in Antonito clung to its 
past for a long while, yet yielded to time 
and the changing world.

Fire leveled much of the rest, but some 
art galleries and businesses are rising from 
the ashes.

As an “old timer,” I love talking about 
what was then and what is now, but dread 
thinking of what will never be again.

Once in a while we disagree and it be-
comes part of lifelong learning.

Watching the changing of time in the 
courtroom adds to it.

I seldom use my research accounts to 
follow receiverships, but I will follow the 
railroads.

As a taxpayer, I worry about fiscal losses 
to our communities, but as a person who has 
watched transportation history transpire, 
I weep at what’s going, going, gone.

Railroad’s going, going gone

Today is the 339th day of 2019 and the 
74th day of autumn.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1933, the era 
of alcohol prohibition ended as Utah 
became the 36th state to ratify the 21st 
Amendment.

In 1955, Martin Luther King Jr., E.D. 
Dixon, Rosa Parks and other activists 
launched an organized bus boycott in 
Montgomery, Ala.

In 1955, the American Federation of 
Labor and the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations merged, forming the AFL-
CIO.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Martin Van 
Buren (1782-1862), eighth U.S. president; 
George Armstrong Custer (1839-1876), 
U.S. Army officer; Walt Disney (1901-
1966), cartoonist/filmmaker; Strom 
Thurmond (1902-2003), politician; Otto 
Preminger (1905-1986), film director; 
Little Richard (1932- ), singer-songwriter; 
Joan Didion (1934- ), author; Jose Carre-
ras (1946- ), opera singer; Margaret Cho 
(1968- ), actress/comedian; Keri Hilson 
(1982- ), singer-songwriter; Frankie 

Muniz (1985- ), actor.
TODAY’S FACT: The 21st Amendment 

expressly gave each state the right to 
restrict or ban the purchase or sale of 
alcohol, which meant that many states 
continued to enforce prohibition laws 
even after 1933. Mississippi was the last 
state to repeal prohibition, in 1966.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1978, longtime 
Cincinnati Reds star Pete Rose signed 
a four-year, $3.2 million deal with the 
Philadelphia Phillies, becoming Major 
League Baseball’s highest-paid player 
at the time. 

TODAY’S QUOTE: “We tell ourselves 
stories in order to live. We live entirely 
by the impression of a narrative line upon 
disparate images, the shifting phantas-
magoria, which is our actual experience.” 
— Joan Didion

TODAY’S NUMBER: 18 — total min-
utes of screen time for Aurora, the main 
character in Disney’s 1959 animated film, 
“Sleeping Beauty.” 

TODAY’S MOON: Between first quar-
ter moon (Dec. 3) and full moon (Dec. 11).

Prohibition ends 86 years ago

DEAR HARRIETTE: I have 10-year-old 
twin sons. Over the years, my husband and 
I have often given them the same gifts for 
holidays. We have done that in part because 
they are so similar. They are identical, and 
they spend most of their time together. 

This year, one of my twins took me aside 
and asked me to get him something very 
different from his brother. He further asked 
if I wouldn’t tell his brother because he 
didn’t want him to decide he wanted the 
same thing. 

My boy is expressing his individuality, 
which is great. But now I’m wondering if I 
have been missing cues all along because 
they are identical. 

I know that they are two different people, 
but even I, as their mother, get forgetful be-
cause they are so similar. How can I be more 
attentive to both of my boys? — Twin Blues

DEAR TWIN BLUES: Don’t beat yourself 
up. Instead, start having individual conver-
sations with your boys on a regular basis, 
and listen carefully to what they say. Pay 
attention to learn their particular interests, 

likes and dislikes. Discover what makes each 
of them unique. As they grow up, they will 
continue to come into personal awareness of 
who they are and what makes them happy. 

Your job as their mother is to listen and 
respond accordingly. 

You can start this season by getting the 
one twin what he has requested. You should 
also talk to the other twin to get a sense of 
his interests. Be careful, though, not to talk 
about what his brother has requested. Build 
an independent bond with him and learn 
what he has to share with you.

DEAR HARRIETTE: I noticed on social 
media that a college friend is very ill. I 
called her to check on her, and she was 
in the hospital. She sounded terrible and 
scared. I listened to her as long as she was 
able to talk before a doctor came in. I feel 
so bad for her, but I don’t know how to help. 
She lives several states away, and I simply 
cannot go to see her now. It is hard for her 
to talk on the phone because her breathing 
is compromised. How can I help her without 

causing her more pain? -- Friend in Need
 DEAR FRIEND IN NEED: You can text 

your friend to let her know you are thinking 
about her. Feel free to go old-school and send 
her a card, flowers or a plant. Pay attention 
to her. Since she is using social media, you 
can write pleasant messages to her on her 
favorite site, encouraging her and offering 
your blessings. But for a more intimate 
engagement, write to her directly. 

 You can call her, but let her know that 
you will do the talking, since her speaking 
is compromised. You can share stories with 
her about your life. You can tell her things 
about mutual friends. You can ask her if she 
needs support. She can write down her needs 
or tell you in brief bits of communication.

Harriette Cole is a lifestylist and founder 
of DREAMLEAPERS, an initiative to help 
people access and activate their dreams. 
You can send questions to askharriette@
harriettecole.com or c/o Andrews McMeel 
Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, 
MO 64106.

Mom learns of twins’ individuality 

Amarah's 

Corner

'Kids Like Me'

Hi, my name is Johnny. I was born in 
Denver but I grew-up in Monte Vista. 

If I could change anything, I would 
change the person I am today so I could 
be the father my kids deserve. 

I am divorced and I have two daugh-
ters. I want to make things right with 
them and I will do it by being in their 
lives more now that I’m gonna be off 
papers (probation).

If I woke up tomorrow morning and 
everything in my life was perfect, I 
wouldn’t be here, incarcerated. I would 
still be married, living with my kids, 
and my relationship 
with my family would 
be great.

My mother was a 
hard-working lady, 
who was always sober. 
My dad was the co-
caine addict and alco-
holic in this situation. 
I was always raised 
by my mother. My 
father left when I was 
very young. Things 
in my life were great 
til my mom married 
this one guy. That’s 
when my life changed drastically. Every 
time I made a mistake growing up, he 
emotionally and physically abused me 
to where my mom had no say to what 
was going on. 

I wanted to be a firefighter when I 
grew up and I had a dog named, Oso. 
He was my pal. I played the trumpet in 
school and I was artistic. 

I drew pictures of whatever came to 
mind. I played basketball and football, 
which was very important to me, but I 
had poor grades, so I was kicked off the 
team because I had trouble in school.

I had a few friends in school and some 
of my teachers were good with me and my 
old principal, Mr. Lenny Martinez, was 
a trusted adult that I could talk with.

So, during school while growing up, I 
isolated myself like my stepdad told me 
to do because if anyone found out I was 
getting abused, things for me at home 
would have gotten worse. 

So, I started isolating myself all the 
time to where I started to hide my feel-
ings by getting curious on how to make 
all this go away. 

When I would see my dad, I would see 
him break down pills, so I got curious and 
started stealing his script and doing the 
same thing he was doing, and I really 
did love the affect of what I was doing. 

Well, when I grew up some more, I got 
interested in the different kind of drugs 
out there: weed and cocaine. I started 
experimenting with those and just went 
up the chain to meth and heroin. 

I never used alcohol, but I’ve used 
drugs for 12 years. Heroin is my drug 
of choice, but I want to stop using drugs 
because it made me lose everything that 
ever made me happy. 

I started using drugs because I was 
lonely, and I was depressed because I 
was emotionally and physically abused 
by my stepfather.

I attended church when I was a kid 
and I believe in God. I haven’t gotten to 
take my kids to church or teach them 
about Jesus, yet, but I will.

So, finally I really loved the affect of 
the heroin because it was so much like 
the pill high and it really did hide my 
feelings toward my life and toward the 
people in it. 

So, from there, my life changed a lot. 
I lost my wife, my kids, my house, my 
car, and at the end, I ended up in and 
out of jail, yet still, it seems like being 
incarcerated hasn’t helped me. 

But all and all, I still have faith and 
hope that I will get my life back on track. 
But, please, people, don’t give up on your 
friends or loved ones if they’re going 
through this. That’s the worst thing you 
can do. We need your support. I know 
it can be hard at times but just please 
reach out to us. Don’t enable us. Just 
get us the help we need.

My advice for parents who are addicts 
is not to give up hope and to accomplish 
the things they always wanted to ac-
complish.

My advice for kids like me is to have 
faith and hope that things will get bet-
ter and to have a little patience, even 
though that can be very hard. 

But, just don’t give up on the person 
you love. They’re just lost and just deal-
ing with life’s struggles from the past.

Well, God bless everyone going 
through this, and God bless the people 
we hurt being the way we are. 

But, just know something in our lives 
caused us to be like this and just know 
some of us can deal with it better than 
others. 

Well, thanks for reading this and God 
bless you all. — Johnny

Thank you, for having the courage to 
share your story, Johnny.

Remember, Jesus loves you, and Jesus 
is Lord.

Sylvia 

Lobato

Native 
Writes
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Only 5 kernels of corn
MOSCA — My fam-

ily, like most Americans, 
celebrates Thanksgiving 
with a crazy amount of 
food. Our Thanksgiv-
ing menu is always very 
traditional down to the 
cranberry sauce which 
has its own special plate 
we only use once per year. 
The day before, my mom 
always makes her famous 
rolls. We rarely have very 
many of the soft buttery 
breads leftover, and the 
smell as they bake will al-
ways remind me of home. 
Grandma normally brings 
the pies. She makes them 
for days and we’ll have 
everything from classic 
pumpkin to silky lemon 
meringue. 

But amongst all the 
stuffing and turkey beside 
every plate there always 
sits a cupcake liner filled 
with five kernels of corn. It 
was a tradition my parents 
started years ago when 
my mom came across a 
Thanksgiving poem by 
Hezekiah Butterworth 
(with a name like that you 
know it’s good). 

The pilgrims of Plym-
outh Plantation suffered 
a harsh winter when they 
first landed in America. Of 
the 102 pilgrims that were 
on the Mayflower almost 
half would perish during 
that bitter winter. Legend 
has it that food became so 
scarce that the pilgrims 
were each rationed only 
five kernels of corn a day. 
Some accounts say that 
even when things got bet-
ter, they would still serve 
five kernels of corn by 
their plates to remember 
the trials and tribulations 
and to give thanks. 

So, every year my family 
does the same. After we 
pray, someone is always 
given the honor of reading 
Hezekiah Butterworth’s 
poem. One of my favorite 
parts is the beginning 
which reads:

“T’was the year of the 
famine in Plymouth of old, 

The ice and the snow 
from the thatched roofs 
had rolled;

Through the warm pur-
ple skies steered the geese 
o’er the seas,

And the woodpeckers 
tapped in the clocks of 
the trees;

And the boughs on the 
slopes to the south winds 
lay bare,

And dreaming of sum-
mer the buds swelled in 
the air.

The pale Pilgrims wel-
comed each reddening 
morn;

There were left but for 
rations Five Kernels of 
Corn,

Five Kernels of Corn!
Five Kernels of Corn!
But to Bradford a feast 

were Five Kernels of Corn!
Five Kernels of Corn! 

Five kernels of corn! 
Ye people be glad for five 

kernels of corn! 
So Bradford cried out on 

bleak burial hill,
And the thin women 

stood in their doors white 
and still, 

“Lo, the harbor of Plym-
outh rolls bright in the 
spring, 

The maples grow red, 
and wood robins sing, 

The west wind is blowing 
and fading the snow,

And the pleasant pines 
sing and arbutuses blow. 

Five Kernels of Corn! 

By GARY CUTLER
Master Trooper, State Patrol Colorado

How often do you ask yourself if you are driving 
impaired? 

I know you’re asking why you would ask yourself that 
if you are not drinking. But are you actually impaired 
and don’t realize it? 

Think of it this way, have you ever driven when you 
were tired or just drove while daydreaming?  Let’s take 
a look at this idea.

The official definition of Driving While Ability Im-
paired is driving a motor vehicle when a person has 
consumed alcohol or one or more drugs, or a combination 
of both alcohol and one or more drugs, that affects the 
person to the slightest degree so that the person is less 
able than the person ordinarily would have been, either 
mentally or physically, or both mentally and physically, 
to exercise clear judgment, sufficient physical control, 
or due care in the safe operation of a vehicle.

So when you drive when you’re tired and having 
trouble keeping your eyes open just because you are 
trying to make it to your destination, isn’t that impair-
ment? Have you ever been driving and found yourself 
daydreaming? Ever wondered how you drove so far 
when you came out of your daydream? See. It’s becom-
ing a little clearer.

Let’s go back to part of the above definition: Affects 
the person to the slightest degree so that the person is 
less able than the person ordinarily would have been, 
either mentally or physically, or both mentally and 
physically, to exercise clear judgment, sufficient physi-
cal control, or due care in the safe operation of a vehicle.

I know that when I am tired, I qualify under the 
definition of impairment. I am not in a position to be 
doing actions in which greater concentration is needed.  
That’s especially true when driving. I know that my 
motor skills are going to be lacking. I may not see 
things in front of me. 

It will take me longer to react to situations and I may 
not make the right choice due to having what I like to 
call a brain fog from being too tired.  

When patrolling the roads, I have come across people 
weaving, driving slowly, and going through stop signs 
all because they were too tired to drive. 

When I talked with the drivers, all of them had the 
same attributes of someone that has been drinking. So 
I ask you, how many of you would never think about 
drinking and driving, but have gotten behind the wheel 
and drove while tired? 

The outcome can be the same; you won’t get a DUI 
or go to jail, but you may get a ticket or be involved 
in a crash.

So make sure you are awake and aware enough to 
drive prior to getting behind the wheel. If you are on 
a trip and start feeling tired, take the time to give 
yourself a break. 

Get something to eat, exercise, get some fresh air, or 
if it’s bad enough get some sleep.

The next time you’re about to get into your car, stop 
first and ask yourself if you are too tired to be driving.   
You owe it to your passengers, as well as the other 
drivers on the road not to have a brain fog.

As always, safe travels. 

Cutler, CSP Public Affairs, 700 Kipling St., Lakewood 
CO 80215, 303-239-4583, Gary.Cutler@state.co.us, CSP 
on Facebook-CSP on the Web-CSP on Twitter.

Five Kernels of Corn!
To each one be given Five 

Kernels of Corn!
Only five kernels of corn 

and yet they were grate-
ful. In comparison I have 
little to complain about, 
but I still do. It’s been 
our tradition for so many 
years, and yet every year I 
need to be reminded again. 
Reminded to give thanks in 
both the good times and the 
bad. I think it’s true that 
your bad days make your 
good days better. Without 
the rain there would be no 
flowers. I encourage you 
friends, whatever your 
circumstances are today, 
to be thankful. Remember 
the five kernels of corn and 
be glad.

Trooper Tips: 

Impaired, drunk 

driving similar



Results 

Adams State Basketball
Nov. 29

West Texas A&M 74, ASU 26 (W)
Montana State University 86, ASU 75 (M)

Nov. 30
Eastern New Mexico 64, ASU 41 (W)

Montana State University 95, ASU 81 (M)

Prep Wrestling
Dec. 4

Alamosa 70, Montezuma-Cortez 12

Upcoming Events
Adams State Basketball
Dec. 6

6/7:30 p.m. CSU-P at ASU (W/M)

Dec. 7
5:30/7:30 p.m. New Mexico Highlands at ASU (W/M)

Prep Basketball
Dec. 5

5/ 7:30 Del Norte at Monte Vista (G/B)

Mountain Top Tournament at Centauri
5 p.m. Sargent vs. Durango (G)

6:30 p.m. Sargent vs. Moffat County (B)
7 / 8:30 p.m. Centauri vs Olathe (G/B)

Thunderbird Shootout at Sangre de Cristo
8/ 9:40 a.m. Center vs Antonito (G/B)

11:20 a.m. / 1 p.m. Cheraw vs. Centennial (G/B)
2:40 / 4:20 p.m. Creede vs. Dove Creek (G/B)

6 / 7:40 p.m. Sangre de Cristo vs. Custer County (G/B)

Dec. 6
4:30/7 p.m. Del Norte  at Salida (G/B)
5:30/7 p.m. Sanford at Alamosa (G/B)

R.L. Ballard Tourny at Springfield
4:30 / 5:45 p.m. Sierra Grande vs. Springfield (G/B)

Cotopaxi Invite at Cotopaxi 
3/ 4:30 p.m. Moffat-Mountain Valley vs. South Park (G/B)

Mountain Top Tournament at Centauri
5 p.m. Centauri vs. Durango (G)

1/ 2:30 p.m. Sargent vs. Las Animas (B)

2:30 / 5:30 p.m. Centauri vs Moffat County (B)

Dec. 7
4/7 p.m. Lamar at Alamosa (G/B)

Mountain Top Tournament at Centauri
2:30 / 4 p.m. Centauri vs Sargent (G/B)

Adams State Wrestling
Dec. 7

 All Day ASU at Fort Hays

All Schedules subject to change

Herron to Speak at Juanito’s
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa Rotary Club will bring 

world renowned distance runner Camille Herron as 
a guest speaker at Juanito’s Restaurant on Monday, 
December 9th. The Rotary Club has their meetings at 
Juanito’s Mondays at noon, everyone is welcome to 
attend. Herron, who splits her time between Alamosa 
and Oklahoma City, is the first ultramarathon runner to 
have a win at all three of the International Association 
of Ultrarunners’ (IAU)  50 K, 100 K and 24 hour world 
championships.  

Sports Bulletin
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Preseason On the Mat rankings
Tuesday evening Alamosa wrestling got their season 

started with a 70-12 victory over Montezuma-Cortez.  
For most everyone else the season has yet to begin. On 
the Mat run by Tim Yount has released his preseason  
Wrestling rankings for teams and individuals.

Preseason rankings are preliminary based on many 
different factors and should be considered as such. 
Following are the rankings  for valley teams and 
individual s in the 2A and 3A classes. For complete 
rankings and  weekly rankings be sure to subscribe to 
On the Mat, email Tim Yount with questions at tim@
onthematrankings.com.

Key:

1A= One Away from state place

DNC = Did not compete

DNQ = Did not qualify

Qual = qualified for state
Inj = injured

MS = Middle School
Regs = Regionals.

Class 2A - Team Rankings

9. Centauri

Class 2A - Individual Rankings

106lbs

9. Dominic Lopez, Monte Vista Fr, 106;

113lbs

7. Damian Lopez, Monte Vista (4th MS State – 

110lbs – 2019) Fr, 113;

126lbs

16. Richard Atencio, Sierra Grande/Centennial 

(22-9, Qual, Fr, 126) (27-11, 6th in Regs, 132, So) 

126, Jr;

132lbs

6. Nicholas Garcia, Monte Vista (22-20, DNQ, 120, 

Fr) (29-11, 6th in Regs, So, 120) (34-15, 126, Jr, 5th) 

132, Sr;

138lbs

2. Eyan Chavez, Centauri (Transfer from Ala-

mosa) (2nd in MS State – 120lbs – 2017) (1st in MS 

State – 130lbs – 2018) (23-8, Fr, 126, 2nd) 138, So;

145lbs

3. Jordan Martin, Centauri (29-16, DNQ, Fr, 120) 

(29-23, 132, So, 1A) 145, Jr;

152lbs

9. Eric Mestas, Centauri (1st in MS State – 140lbs 

– 2019) Fr, 152;

160lbs

5. Mario Chavez, Center (32-11, Jr, 160, 1A) 160, 

Sr;

6. Zach Buhr, Centauri (MS State Champ– 152lbs  

– 2018) (21-21, Qual, Fr, 152) 160, So;

170lbs

7. Bryon Shawcroft, Centauri (2nd MS State – 

160lbs – 2018) (25-19, Qual, Fr, 170) 170, So;

220lbs

10. Manny Lucero, Centauri (5th MS State – 

285lbs – 2019) Fr, 220;

285lbs

5. Remi Lucero, Centauri (12-4, DNC in Regs, 285, 

Fr) (7-4, DNC in Regs, So, 220) (19-11, DNC in Regs, 

220, Jr) 285, Sr;

Class 3A - Team Rankings

7. Alamosa

Class 3A - Individual Rankings

106lbs

11. Nolan Johnson, Alamosa, Sr, 106; Braidon 

Madril, Alamosa, So, 106; Kyler Liddell, Alamosa 

(4th in MS State – 95lbs – 2019) Fr 106

113lbs

11. Brandon Reveles, Alamosa (7-2, DNC in Regs – 

JV, 106, Fr) (3-1, DNC in Regs, 120, So) 113, Jr

120lbs

3. Davion Chavez, Alamosa (5th in MS State – 

70lbs – 2014) (4th in MS State – 80lbs – 2016) (36-8, 

Fr, 106, 1st) (39-7, 106, So, 2nd) 120, Jr

132lbs

2. Colton Liddell, Alamosa (4th in MS State – 

120lbs – 2016) (Fr, 126, 25-19, Qual) (24-7, So, 120, 

1A) (38-10, 132, Jr, 4th) 132, Sr

145lbs

14. Alejandro Velasquez, Alamosa (Transfer from 

Centennial/Sierra Grande) (21-11, Fr, 113, 1A) (27-

14, So, 120, 1A) (15-11, Qual, 145, Jr) 145, Sr

160lbs

2. Hunter Smith, Alamosa (30-14, DNQ, 138, So) 

(42-12, 145, Jr, 4th) 160, Sr

182lbs

8. Zeke Rangel, Alamosa (25-16, 5th in Regs, Jr, 

182) 182, Sr

220lbs

4. Austin Trujillo, Alamosa (6th in MS State – 

198lbs – 2016) (Fr, 170, 10-18, DNQ) (17-20, 5th in 

Regs, So, 182) (39-10,   220, Jr, 5th) 220, Sr

Courier photo 

Alamosa’s Colton Liddel wrestles Lucas Comroe of Eagle Valley during the 2019 Colorado State Wrestling 
Tournament. Liddel was ranked second by On the Mat for the 2019/20 season, his Mean Moose were ranked 
seventh as a team. 

Spirit State Championships at Denver Coliseum
A handful of valley teams will be up in Denver for 

spirit competition this weekend. Alamosa, Monte 
Vista and Sargent will all be competing in the Cheer 

class. Sargent and Monte Vista under the Game Day 
discipline while Alamosa will be Co-Ed. in the Dance 
Class will be Sanford who will be performing under the 

Poms discipline. Schedules for all of the competitors 
are as follows. The finals will begin at 5 p.m. on Friday. 
For a full schdule be sure to visit CHSAANow.com.

Tentative 2019 State Spirit Cheer Schedule
Cheer Friday, December 6th
National Anthem 8:00 a.m.

TEAM  DISCIPLINE  PORTAL 10 REPORT  PICTURE    STUNT STRIP TUMBLE MAT    FULL MAT DECK    PERFORMANCE   TIME         MAT
Alamosa 2A/3A COED 7:51 AM  8:01 AM 8:31 AM 8:36 AM 8:41 AM 8:46 AM 8:56 AM      B
Sargent 2A/3A GD  3:37 PM  3:47 PM 4:17 PM 4:22 PM 4:27 PM 4:32 PM 4:42 PM      B
Monte Vista 2A/3A GD  5:21 PM  5:31 PM 6:01 PM 6:06 PM 6:11 PM 6:16 PM 6:26 PM      B

Dance Saturday, December 7th
National Anthem 8:00 a.m.
TEAM             DISCIPLINE PORTAL 10 REPORT        PICTURE WARM-UP/ TRICK MAT MARLEY          SPORT COURT DECK          PERFORMANCE TIME FLOOR
Sanford       2A POMS 7:45 AM           7:55 AM 8:25 AM  8:30 AM        8:35 AM  8:40 AM 8:50    AMA
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A little chickadee

Courtesy Photos

Birds await the Dec. 14 count.

MONTE VISTA — Interested birders of all skill levels are en-
couraged to participate in the 62nd Monte Vista National Wildlife 
Refuge Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, Dec. 14. 

Bird enthusiasts will be among more than 43,000 volunteers 
participating nationwide in Annual Christmas Bird Counts.

This year marks the 120th anniversary since conservationists first 
carried out the bird counts on Christmas Day of 1900. 

The event originated as a protest to the traditional holiday in 
which teams competed to see who could shoot the most birds and 
animals in one day. 

Now, volunteers from all 50 states, every Canadian province, 
parts of Central and South America, Bermuda, the West Indies, 
and Pacific Islands count and record every individual bird and bird 
species encountered during one calendar day. 

More than 1,650 individual Christmas Bird Counts will be held 
during a two and a half week period. Each group has a designated 
circle 15 miles in diameter (about 177 square miles) where they try 
to cover as much ground as possible in a 24-hour period. 

Apart from its attraction as a social, sporting and competitive 
event, the annual count provides scientists and environmentalists 
with valuable information on the early winter distribution patterns 
of various bird species and overall health of the environment.

Those interested in participating please email Lisa Clements at 
lgclements@yahoo.com or plan to meet at the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge office at 7:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 14. The Refuge 
office is located 6.5 miles south of Monte Vista on Highway 15.

Participants can work as few or as many hours as they like. Also, 
if someone lives within the count circle and has a bird feeder, you 
can participate at home by counting birds at one’s feeder on count 
day. 

Owlers are encouraged to participate. Participants should plan on 
bringing warm clothing, a sack lunch and binoculars if one has them.

This year, the National Wildlife Refuge will be counting birds 
seen in the Count Week. 

This count is separate from the Count Day, but is useful for the 
records kept by the National Audubon Society, which collects the 
information that is gathered. 

Count week is three days before the count day and three days 
after the official count day, which will be Dec. 11-17. 

For more information, contact Lisa Clements at lgclements@
yahoo.com or 719-589-4021.

MV Refuge prepares for 

its Christmas Bird Count

Present ’n’ 
accounted

When attending a country hoedown, one is bound to 
encounter line dancing. 

Line dancing is popular in honkey tonks, bars, church 
basements and just about anywhere folks are gathering 
for a good time.

The history of line dancing is extensive, though there is 
debate as to its origins. According to the Grizzly Rose club 
in Colorado, some believe that country line dancing can 
be traced back to the round and square dances of Europe. 
Others say it originated with 19th century social settle-
ment movement folk dancing. Settlers of towns had their 
own songs and sounds that evolved into modern country 
music. In turn, dances were modified to go along with the 
tunes. Contra dancing, which is a form of American folk 
dance in which the dancers form two parallel lines and 
perform a sequence of dance movements with different 
partners down the length of the line, likely played a hand 
in the evolution of country line dancing, as well. 

As its name suggests, line dancing involves people danc-
ing in lines to music. The dances are choreographed with 
a repeating series of steps that are performed in unison. 
Dancers all face the same direction, although there may 
be multiple lines. Dance Poise also says that there is al-
most no physical contact between dancers, unlike other 
country western dances, though hand-holding may occur.

Country line dances are made up of various steps to 
a number of counts, which coordinate to the beat. They  
often feature catchy names, such as “The Texas Two-Step,” 
“The West Coast Shuffle” and the “Boot Scootin’ Boogie.” 

Some find line dancing so appealing because it does not 
require a partner, making it ideal for singles, couples or 
those who feel they aren’t the strongest dancers. 

Line dances are not limited to country music. Popu-
lar music has given rise to many different line dances, 
including the “Charlie Brown,” the “Macarena” and the 
“Cha-Cha Slide,” among others.

Line dancing can make for an entertaining night out 
with friends who share a love of country music.  TF199252

Opinions differ about 

origins of line dancing
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SAN LUIS VALLEY - 
We are in an age of transi-
tion, with new technology 
evolving at an accelerating 
rate. It seems that every 
day we are adapting to 
a new world. With every 
new adaptation, we are 
leaving a way of life be-
hind, changing our life-
style and culture. As we 
push forward it is easy 
to overlook what is being 
forgotten. It is important 
to take time to preserve 
certain traditions and 
values before the history, 
importance, and stories 
are lost to memory. 

The San Luis Valley in 
southern Colorado has a 
long and unique history. 
Different cultural groups 
clashed, compromised, 
and coalesced as they 
settled into this vast land-
scape. The valley has come 
to be known as a hidden 
“gem,” but much of the 
history of the valley and its 
contribution to Colorado 
and the country as a whole 
has been overlooked. A sig-
nificant part of the history 
of the Valley is connected 
with the first Spanish set-
tlers and their tradition 
of sheepherding. Since its 
first introduction in the 
mid-1800s, sheepherding 
has become embedded into 
the local economy and way 
of life resulting in the San 
Luis Valley being the larg-
est exporter of livestock 
and wool by the end of 
the 20th century. Under-
standing and preserving 
the cultural history of 
the Valley and the State 
of Colorado goes hand-in-
hand with understanding 
and preserving the history 
of Hispanic sheepherding 
in this region. Unfortu-
nately, due to a combina-
tion of economic and social 
reasons, this lifestyle has 
become less sustainable 
and there are few who still 
remember or practice the 
traditional lifestyle. 

For the past year, I have 
been working with the Rio 
Grande National Forest’s 
(RGNF) Heritage Program 
to study this fascinating 
and unique heritage. The 
RGNF encompasses 1.83 
million acres surround-
ing the Valley and many 
of the original families’ 
traditional grazing lands 
are now located on the 
national forest. Along with 
studying the archaeologi-
cal sites associated with 

sheepherding found on 
the RGNF, I have been 
speaking to descendants, 
and those who continue 
the tradition, to better 
understand their histori-
cal movements, customs 
and values. 

When most people think 
of sheepherding they think 
of the lone sheepherder 
with his flock. Here in the 
San Luis Valley, sheep-
herding was more of a fam-
ily affair. Families would 
work together, with every 
member of the family par-
ticipating in tasks ranging 
from lambing to driving 
sheep to the mountains, 
to shearing and butcher-
ing. An example of this 
comes from two brothers 
who I interviewed last 
fall, Gerard and Luciano 
Sandoval. Both brothers 
described being removed 
from school early when 
it was time to take the 
livestock to the mountains 
for grazing.

Archaeological sites as-
sociated with sheepherd-
ing in the San Luis Valley 
include sheep camps, 
stock driveways, cairns 
and arbor glyphs (aspen 
carvings). 

Jeremiah Martinez, 
a descendent of a His-
panic sheepherding fam-
ily whose ties to the San 
Luis Valley trace back to 
the Muniz brothers, Ute 
translators for the 1776 
Dominguez-Escalante ex-
pedition, says that carving 
in aspens helps remind 
him of his connection to 
the land:  

You know, they’ll be like, 
“Oh I saw your grandpa’s 
name up there on Corn-
wall [Mountain],” and 
I’m like, “Yeah it doesn’t 
surprise me.” You know, 
even if I haven’t seen it, I 
know it’s there. Because 
they were a big part of this 
area, you know. They were 
a big part of that area so 
it doesn’t surprise me that 
their fingerprints are all 
over everything. 

Jeremiah showed me an 
aspen where his grandfa-
ther carved his name when 
he was born, an indication 
of how the tradition has 
persisted. Many of the 
original sheepherders in 
the early 20th century 
lacked formal education 
and were illiterate. Leav-
ing their mark on an as-
pen, be it just their name, 
was a way of saying, “I 

was here, I existed, even 
if history doesn’t remem-
ber me.” 

It is time that his-
tory remembers all key 
participants, even ones 
that can mistakenly be 
deemed “unimportant” by 
current or prior society. 
If we pick and choose the 
history and cultures we 
document, then we will 
fall prey to revisionist 
history that deprives us 
of the full richness of 
our cultural heritage. As 
Jeremiah Martinez said, 
“I think when we lose a 
lot of our culture, we lose 
our identity, and if we lose 
our identity we don’t know 
where we’re from or where 
we should be. And I think 
there’s like a personal sat-
isfaction in knowing that 
you belong somewhere.”

Over the next year I will 
be working to release the 
recorded and transcribed 
interviews and to compile 
an interactive map to help 
the public understand and 
visualize the history of 
the Hispanic population 
in the southern San Luis 
Valley. I would like to send 
a special “thank you” to 
the Hispanic Access Foun-
dation for funding this 
research, to consultant 
Arnie Valdez, to RGNF 
Conejos Peak Ranger Dis-
trict employees, to all the 
grazing permittees, and, of 
course, to all the families 
and community members 
for working with us to 
make this project possible. 

Elena Adalí Jiménez is 
the Hispanic Access Foun-
dation Archaeological Fel-
low with the Rio Grande 
National Forest. Raised 
between the United States 
and Costa Rica, Elena’s 
research includes Pre-
Colombian Chorotega 
settlements in Costa Rica, 
Latinx/Hispanic history 
in the United States, and 
understanding bicultural 
identity within Costa Ri-
can and American culture.

Traditional sheepherding 

in San Luis Valley

DENVER —  The Colorado Energy Office (CEO) and 
the Colorado Department of Agriculture (CDA) will 
host a series of energy smart agriculture workshops in 
early December to detail energy savings and climate 
resiliency opportunities for farmers and ranchers. 

Created through a partnership between the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, state government and agricul-
tural industry leaders, the workshops will focus on 
energy efficiency, cost savings, on-farm renewables 
and funding assistance.

Colorado farmers and ranchers spend more than $400 
million annually on energy, and the workshops will help 
producers consider how energy efficiency and renew-
able energy can reduce cost of production, modernize 
infrastructure and improve margins. 

The series provides the opportunity for Colorado 
producers to discuss local concerns about agricultural 
energy and climate resilience with public officials and 
industry experts. 

Workshop attendees will learn about technical as-
sistance that is available at no cost as well as how to 
access local, state and federal funding.

The workshops will feature presenters from CEO 
and CDA. 

In addition, the Colorado Climate Center will give an 
update on climate and weather considerations, energy, 
water and agriculture. 

The series will be co-sponsored by the SDA, Colorado 
Livestock Association, Colorado Corn Growers Asso-
ciation, Colorado Wheat Administrative Committee/
Colorado Association of Wheat Growers, Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee, Dairy MAX, Rocky 
Mountain Farmers Union, Colorado Farm Bureau, 
Colorado Association of Conservation Districts, and 
Colorado Rural Electric Association.

Agriculture 

workshop 

series planned
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SARGENT — Before its regular 
meeting the school board also swore 
in Nate Burkhart as a new school 
board member. They also did their 
yearly elections with Michele Peter-
son elected school board president, 
Tyler Mitchell vice president, Gina 
Mitchell secretary and Tyler Kyffin 
treasurer. 

On Nov. 25, during Sargent’s school 
board meeting, Tom Nichols came 
before the board with more informa-
tion about the proposed trap shooting 
team. 

Nichols told board members that 
he had been approached by about 
20 students who are interested in 
participating on the team. 

The students asked Nichols if he 
would be willing to lead their trap 
team if they got one going. Nichols has 
agreed to help with the program and 
shared with the board some research 
he has done.

Nichols said if the program is start-
ed it would join the same league that 
Del Norte and Sangre De Cristo trap 
teams are members. They would have 
to coordinate with the two schools to 
have competitions. The competitions 
would be held in the spring. “The last 
day to sign up to be part of the league 
is March 23. We’ll need to have all 
our athletes in by that time,” Nichols 
explained. 

They already have a partnership 
with the Rio Grande Sportsman’s 

Sargent school board elects officers

Courtesy photo 
From left to right, Jessica Buser, Emma Sewell and Liam Ellithorpe, students in Sargent’s seventh- 
grade class, explain and display their different science projects for the school board at their Nov. 
25 meeting.

Club which is located between Monte 
Vista and Del Norte. 

They will be able to hold their prac-
tices there on Fridays after 4 p.m. 
Nichols told the board. 

He explained that for every 10 stu-
dents in the program they will have 
to have one coach. 

Nichols said that a couple of quali-
fied people have already shown inter-
est in helping coach the team. 

“I’m a shooting enthusiast and I 
know that safety is a No. 1 priority. 
To be on this team, and to be part of 
this league, you either have to have 
your hunter’s safety certification or 
you must be certified through the 
league. They have an online course for 

students that costs $25,” said Nichols. 
Nichols shared with the board 

about how those involved with the 
team would go well and beyond the 
universal laws of firearm handling 
making gun safety their biggest pri-
ority. “This league has been going 
since 2001, there hasn’t been a single 
accident for athletes or spectators so 
it’s a very safe sport. 

Within the league we’d be covered 
under the league’s liability insurance. 
All coaches, trainers, and student- 
athletes would be covered with the 
league’s insurance,” said Nichols 
adding that all the instructors must 
go through an eight-hour online 
training. 

If they are unable to get sponsors 
for the team and it has to be 100% 
student funded the cost to students 
participating would be $250. 

This would cover the cost of shells, 
clay pigeons, uniforms and the time 
to participate in the sport. 

Nichols said that they would use 
the school’s name and would like to 
make it a varsity sport that students 
could letter in. “There’s no bench 
warmers in this sport everybody gets 
50 shells, or 25 shells a round, and 
they shoot two rounds in competition. 

“No matter your skill level, you get 
the same opportunity to compete. 
It’s very competitive, and there’s 
no participation trophies given out, 
but everybody still gets the same op-
portunity to show what they’ve got,” 
said Nichols. 

All of the teams are invited to 
participate in the state competitions. 

There they take the top 75 to 80% 
of the team’s score and those athletes 
move onto nationals. 

If they make it to the national level, 
they have the possibility of going even 
farther as Olympic recruiters go to 
those events. 

The board made and approved a 
motion to approve the request to get 
the trap team started at Sargent. 

Another exciting new program 
that was approved at the meeting 
is Sargent’s aviation stem program. 
The program would qualify as a 
vocational program. The school is 
hopeful that offering the program 
will give their students an exciting 
start into a field with many career 
opportunities. 

The new aviation program that 
they hope to start would be one of the 
few high school aviation programs 
offered in the state of Colorado. 

Colorado Farm Bureau board elects La Jara man
DENVER—Five individuals 

were elected to the Colorado Farm 
Bureau board of directors during 
the organization’s 100th annual 
meeting Nov. 23 in Denver. Con-
nie Hass of Trinidad, Colorado and 
Chad Musick of Longmont were 
re-elected to serve another two-year 
term. New to the board are Zandon 
Bray of Redvale, Colorado, Jason 
Vermillion of Matheson, Colorado 
and James Henderson of La Jara, 

Colorado Both Henderson and 
Vermillion are graduates of CFB’s 
Elite Leadership Academy, a pro-
gram that trains and develops future 
industry and Farm Bureau leaders. 
Bray has served as President of 
Montrose/Ouray/San Miguel Farm 
Bureau for several years. 

“For 100 years, the Colorado 
Farm Bureau has existed to pro-
mote and protect the future of 
agriculture and rural communities,” 

says Chad Vorthmann, Executive 
vice president of the organization. 
“The board of directors represents 
over 22,000 members growing 
every type of crop and livestock 
throughout the state. They ensure 
agriculture’s success by guiding the 
organization through its efforts in 
advocacy, leadership development 
and education.”

The group was elected by mem-
bers from across the state and will 

join eight other board members to 
help lead the organization for a two-
year term. Also elected to represent 
young farmers and ranchers in the 
organization was Joel Currier, a 
cattle rancher, volunteer firefighter 
and EMT from Molina, Colorado

The Colorado Farm Bureau 
board of directors consists of 14 
members who represent 10 districts 
across Colorado as well as the 
Young Farmer and Rancher Pro-

gram and the Women’s Leadership 
Committee. 

The elections took place at the 
organization’s 2019 annual meeting 
where over 400 people gathered to 
celebrate the organization’s 100th 
birthday and complete annual 
business.

For more information on the 
board of directors and the 2019 
annual meeting can be found at: 
www. ColoradoFarmBureau.com.

Students want 

Nichols to lead 

their trap team
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Public Notices 221
HELP WANTED

FARM CREDIT OF 
Southern Colorado Mon-
te Vista Branch Office 
– Operations Specialist 
Position This position is 
Part-Time – averaging 20 
hours per week. POSI-
TION PURPOSE Re-
porting to the Operations 
Manager, the Operations 
Specialist provides ex-
cellent customer service 
by responding to borrow-
ers’ needs and requests 
in a friendly and timely 
manner and keeping in 
compliance with com-
pany policies and pro-
cedures.  ESSENTIAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Customer Service – Re-
sponds to customer in-
quiries and requests in a 
timely gracious manner.  
Directs incoming call 
traffic.  Recommends, 
provides training, and 
assists customers with 
Online Banking.  Cash 
Management – Posts 
and processes drafts, 
payments, ACH’s, and 
incoming and outgo-
ing wires. Runs daily 
reports, communicates 
with Accounting Depart-
ment.  Manages task lists 
and communicates with 
branch staff. Loan Post 
Closing – Review, book, 
and disburse closed 
loans.  Files and records 
legal documents. Loan 
Maintenance – Works 
with borrowers, agents 
and staff to maintain 
appropriate coverages 
and documentation on 
existing loans. Facilities 
Maintenance – Main-
tains office supplies, of-
fice building and grounds 
through appropr iate 
service representatives. 
Other duties as required. 
QUALIFYING CHAR-
ACTERISTICS: 1-3 
years of clerical/office 
experience, or an equiva-
lent combination of edu-
cation and experience 
sufficient to perform the 
essential functions of 
the job. Excellent cus-
tomer service skills with 
knowledge of customer 
service principles and 
practices. Knowledge 
of Word/Excel/Power-
Point/Outlook sufficient 
to create, update and save 
basic documents. Abil-
ity to learn customized 
software programs. Skill 
in oral and written com-
munication, sufficient to 
exchange information 
effectively with peers, 
supervisor and borrow-
ers.  Skill in interacting 
and working effectively 
with others, maintaining 
an organized workspace, 
and prioritizing assign-
ments. Farm Credit of 
Southern Colorado is 
an Affirmative Action 
and Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  PLEASE 
EMAIL RESUME AND 
COVER LETTER TO: 
SCHumanResources@
aglending.com (12/06)     

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY Department of So-
cial Services is accepting 
applications for a Child 
Protection Caseworker. 
Full time position with 
County benefits. Full job 
description and applica-
tion available at www.
riograndecounty.org or at 
Human Resources, 925 
6th St., Room 200, Del 
Norte, CO 81132.(12/20)

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY Department of So-
cial Services is seeking 
an Adult Services In-
come Eligibility Techni-
cian. Full Job description 
and application avail-
able at www.riogrande-
county.org. or at Human 
Resources: 925 6th St., 
Room 200; Del Norte, 
CO 81132.(12/20)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for a HS Assistant Track 
Coach. Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, until 
the position is filled. 
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportu-
nities.html or call 719-
852-5996.(12/7)

RIO GRANDE SAV-
INGS & Loan is seek-
ing a Full Time Teller/
Customer Service Rep-
resentative to join our 
team in the Monte Vista 
office.  Qualified candi-
dates will have superior 
customer service skills, 
the ability to work coop-
eratively in a team envi-
ronment and must be 
proficient with a 10-key 
and Microsoft Office. 
Successful candidates 
must be able to perform 
teller functions, open 
deposit accounts and 
assist customers, while 
complying with banking 
regulations and internal 
policies and procedures.  
Position offers excellent 
salary and benefits in a 
great working environ-
ment.  For additional 
information please con-
tact Kate Ruybal @ 719-
852-7051.  Applications 
available at www.rgsla.
com/contact - deadline 
is December 17, 2019.
(12/11)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
currently taking applica-
tions for the following 
teaching positions be-
ginning January 6, 2019.  
1 Elementary Teaching 
position, 1 Secondary 
Science and 1 Second-
ary Math. Applications 
will be accepted un-
til December 16, 2019.  
Please apply on-line 
at apply@southcone-
jos.com. South Cone-
jos Schools is an equal 
opportunity employer.
(12/14) 

221
HELP WANTED

FARM CREDIT OF 
Sout her n  Colorado 
Monte Vista Branch 
Office – Loan Officer 
Position.  POSITION 
PURPOSE Reporting 
to the CEO, Loan Of-
ficers are responsible 
for achieving growth 
of loan portfolio in as-
signed territory through 
professional marketing 
and visibility, while cre-
ating and maintaining 
existing lending rela-
tionships.   ESSENTIAL 
RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Processes, analyzes, and 
services a moderate to 
high volume of mort-
gage and commercial 
loans of various sizes. 
Works collaboratively 
with functional teams 
within the organization 
to provide high qual-
ity customer service. 
Identifies opportuni-
ties to create new rela-
tionships by leveraging 
Agricultural producer 
networks and referrals 
to build relationships to 
achieve business results  
Ability to communicate 
the value of Associa-
tion products and of do-
ing business with Farm 
Credit. QUALIFYING 
CHARACTERISTICS: 
Education including 
a bachelor’s degree in 
agriculture, business 
administration, finance, 
accounting or related 
field or a minimum of 
five years of equiva-
lent work experience 
including Ag lending 
or similar relationship 
based business develop-
ment. Farm Credit of 
Southern Colorado is 
an Affirmative Action 
and Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  PLEASE 
E M A I L  R E S U M E 
AND COVER LET-
TER TO: SCHuman-
Resources@aglending.
com  (12-06)    

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the 
Valley Courier. Contact 
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

ALAMOSA MOSQUI-
TO CONTROL District 
is hiring for a full time 
Operations & Facilities 
Supervisor.  Full job de-
scription, qualifications, 
announcement, and ap-
plication procedures are 
available at www.mos-
quitobytes.org.  Alamosa 
Mosquito Control District 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and will consid-
er all applications without 
regard to race, marital 
status, religion, national 
origin, veteran status, dis-
ability or any other char-
acteristic protected by 
the law including LGBT.  
If you wish modification 
of the selection process 
in order to accommodate 
a disability, please make 
your request in writing 
and submit it with your 
required application ma-
terials.  Position is subject 
to background check and 
Pre-Employment Drug 
Testing.  Deadline to sub-
mit resume and letter of 
interest: 3:00 pm; Decem-
ber 31st, 2019.(12/31)

C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is seeking a Dean of 
Students. The Dean of 
Students is responsible 
for maintaining a posi-
tive, caring, orderly, and 
supportive student culture 
and learning environ-
ment. Because this role 
demands applicants pro-
mote the social/emotional 
growth of each student 
in the school, successful 
teaching, school admin-
istration or counseling 
experience is required. 
To apply, please visit our 
website:http://www.cen-
tennialschool.net/super-
intendent-300408.html 
Or send a letter of intent, 
resume, transcript, and 
three (3) recent letters 
of recommendation to 
kimba.rael@centenni-
alschool.net.(12/5)

221
HELP WANTED

THE BOYS & Girls 
Clubs of the San Luis 
Valley is currently ac-
cepting positions for 
an Outreach & Preven-
tion Coordinator serving 
youth across 5 counties 
of the San Luis Valley 
to implement, facilitate, 
develop and evaluate all 
programs, activities, ser-
vices and special events 
in the program area of 
prevention program-
ming. The Coordinator 
will actively engage with 
organizations, programs, 
school systems, and in-
dividuals serving youth 
to create partnerships, 
bridge gaps, and provide 
holistic approaches to 
youth-centered preven-
tion programming. Full-
Time, Exempt position 
with excellent benefits 
and salary starting at 
$32,000. Visit www.
BGCSLV.org to apply 
or call (719)589-5252 for 
more information.(12/6) 

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is seeking an 
energetic, self-motivated 
individual with excel-
lent communication and 
event planning skills to 
coordinate our Welcome 
Center for Campus visits 
and recruitment for pro-
spective students. For 
more info/to apply, visit: 
https://bit.ly/2CmpFwr. 
(12/5)

C E N T E N N I A L 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
R-1 is seeking an ener-
getic, passionate sec-
ondary science teacher 
to join our team. To 
apply, please visit our 
website:ht tp://www.
centennialschool.net/
certified-staff.html Or 
send a letter of intent, 
resume, transcript, and 
three (3) recent letters 
of recommendation to 
kimba.rael@centenni-
alschool.net.(12/5)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

DISTRICT COURT, ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO
Court Address: 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO  81101
Phone:  (719) 589-4996
COURT USE ONLY
Petitioner:  THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO IN THE 
INTEREST OF: A.J.D., CHILD
AND CONCERNING:
Respondents: Angela Holmes, Lonnie Ray Dugan, and Larry Falkner
Case Number:   2019JV15
Div.:                Ctrm:
ALIAS SUMMONS
TO:  THE PARENTS, GUARDIANS, LEGAL CUSTODIANS, OR 
OTHER RESPONDENTS ABOVE NAMED, GREETINGS:
You are hereby notified that a Verified Petition for Adjudication of De-
pendency and Neglect of the above-named child/ren  has been filed 
in the above-named Court in which it is represented to the Court that 
the child/ren, A.D., is/are dependent or neglected for the reasons set 
forth more fully in said Petition, the original of which is on file in the 
above Court and copies of which will be made available to you upon 
request during normal business hours at the office of the Clerk of the 
District Court in Alamosa County.
You are further notified that TERMINATION OF THE PARENT-CHILD 
LEGAL RELATIONSHIP IS A POSSIBLE REMEDY AVAILABLE IF 
THIS PETITION ALLEGING THAT THE CHILD/REN   IS/ARE DE-
PENDENT OR NEGLECTED IS SUSTAINED.  A SEPARATE HEAR-
ING MUST BE HELD BEFORE SUCH TERMIATION IS ORDERED.  
TERMINATION OF THE PARENT-CHILD LEGAL RELATIONSHIP 
MEANS THAT THE CHILD/REN WHO IS/ARE SUBJECT TO THIS 
PETITION WOULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR ADOPTION.
You are further notified that the Court has set said Petition for hearing 
on the  _10th   _   day of December, 2019, at the hour of  10:00 a.m._, 
in the Alamosa District Court, in Alamosa, Colorado.
Pursuant to Rule 4.1 of the Colorado Rules of Juvenile Procedure, 
a responsive pleading is not required, although you may file one, if 
you so desire, nor is it necessary for you to deny any allegations of 
the Petition, except jurisdictional matters of age and residence of the 
child/ren which shall be deemed admitted unless specifically denied.
You are further informed that if you choose to appear at the hearing 
at the time and place hereinabove stated, you shall be fully advised 
by the Court of your constitutional and legal rights pursuant to C.R.S. 
19-3-202, as amended.  You may demand a trial by jury of not more 
than six.  Unless a jury is demanded, it shall be deemed to be waived.  
You have the right to be represented by counsel at every stage of the 
proceedings.  If you request representation by an attorney and you 
are found to be without financial means to afford an attorney, an at-
torney will be appointed for you by the Court.
You are further advised that, if the court finds that the allegations in 
the Petition are supported by the necessary standards of proof, the 
Court shall hold a dispositional hearing, but that in a proper case, 
providing prior notice thereof is given to you, and, you are now so 
advised, the dispositional hearing may be had co-extensively with the 
adjudicatory hearing.
If you fail to enter your appearance, or if you fail to deny jurisdictional 
matters, if any, as permitted by law, the above matter, and any other 
related matters that may come before the Court will be decided with-
out further notice to you.
Furthermore, you have the following additional rights:
1) The right to subpoena witnesses;
2) The right to know the nature of the allegations contained in the 
Petition;
3) Any admission on your part must be voluntary;
4) If you admit the allegations of the Petition, the Court is not bound 
by any promises or representations made by anyone about the dispo-
sitional alternatives by the Court;
5) The Court may appoint an attorney as a Guardian ad Litem to 
represent the interest of the child/ren.
6) The right to present evidence;
7) The right to cross examine witnesses;
8) The right to appeal;
9) In order for the Court to find the child/ren to be neglected or de-
pendent, it must be proven to a judge or jury by the preponderance 
of evidence;
10) In order to terminate the parent-child legal relationship, the Court 
would have to find at a separate hearing by clear and convincing evi-
dence either of the following:
a) That the child/ren has/have been adjudicated dependent and 
neglected and has/have been abandoned by his/her/their parent or 
parents.
b) That the child/ren is/are adjudicated dependent or neglected, and 
the Court has found by clear and convincing evidence that no ap-
propriate treatment plan can be devised to address the unfitness of 
the parent or parents.
c) That the child/ren is/are adjudicated dependent or neglected and 
all of the following exist:
(I) That an appropriate treatment plan approved by the Court has not 
been reasonably complied with by the parent or parents or has not 
been successful;
(II) That the parent is unfit;
(III) That the conduct or condition of the parent or parents is unlikely 
to change within a reasonable amount of time;
WITNESS my hand and official seal of said Court this _____ day of 
____________, 2019.
JENNIFER PACHECO
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT
By:
Clerk/Deputy
No. 1184
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 2019.

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO
TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS 

FILED IN WATER DIVISION 3.
Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following 
is a resume in Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and 
amended applications or requests for correction filed in the office of 
the Water Clerk during the month of November 2019 in which the 
court ordered publication. 
The names and addresses of applicants, description of water rights, 
or conditional water rights involved, and description of ruling sought, 
are as follows:
19CW3016, Pearl Lakes Trout Club, 4650 USFS Road 516, Creede, 
CO 81130. Telephone: 719-658-2227. Please direct communications 
regarding this case to William A. Paddock, Mason H. Brown, and 
Katrina Fiscella at Carlson, Hammond & Paddock, LLC, 1900 Grant 
Street, Suite 1200, Denver, CO 80203; Phone: (303) 861-9000. Ap-
plication Pursuant to § 37-92-305(3.6), C.R.S. for Correction of Es-
tablished but Erroneously Described Points of Diversion in the Rio 
Grande or its Tributaries in Hinsdale County, Colorado. 2. Decreed 
water rights for which correction is sought: A. Name of structures: 
Pearl Lake No. 7, Pearl Lake No. 8. B. Date of original and all rel-
evant subsequent decrees: August 31, 1987; Case No. 86CW24, Dis-
trict Court, Water Division No. 3. C. Legal description of structure as 
described in most recent decree that adjudicated the location: Pearl 
Lake No. 7: Located in the E1/2 E1/2 NW1/4 and W1/2 W1/2 NE1/4 
of Section 1, Township 41 North, Range 4 West, NMPM. The west 
corner of the dam for Pearl Lake # 7 is located approximately 495 
feet from the North section line and 2,310 feet from the West section 
line. Pearl Lake No. 8: Located in the W1/2 SE1/4 and W1/2 NE1/4 
of Section 36, Township 41 North, Range 4 West, N.M.P.M. The west 
corner of the dam for Pearl Lake # 8 is located approximately 1,980 
feet from the East section line and 2,640 feet from the North section 
line. D. Decreed source of water: North Clear Creek. E. Appropriation
Date: January 21, 1922. F. Total amount decreed to structures (on-
stream reservoirs): Pearl Lake No. 7: 139.9 acre-feet absolute. Pearl 
Lake No. 8: 237 acre-feet absolute. G. Decreed use or uses: Fish Cul-
ture. 3. Detailed description of proposed correction to an established 
but erroneously described point of diversion: A. Complete statement 
of correction to an established but erroneously described point of 
diversion, including whether it is erroneously described. See §§ 37-
92-305(3.6)(a) & (b), C.R.S. Pearl Lakes No. 7 and 8 have been in 
existence since the 1920s and have been at their current locations 
since well before the August 31, 1987 decree in Case No. 86CW24 
adjudicating these water rights. The Applicant is not aware of any 
change in location of these structures after their initial construction in 
the early 1920s. Based upon the Colorado Division of Water Resourc-
es’ tool for converting PLSS land survey descriptions of distances 
from section lines into UTM coordinates, the west corner of the dam 
for Pearl Lake No. 7 is more than 500 feet from its decreed location. 
The UTM coordinates for the west corner of the dam for Pearl Lake 
7 are stated below. The decree for Pearl Lake No. 8 states that it is 
located in Section 36 of Township 41 North, Range 4 West, NMPM, 
but it is actually located
in Section 36 of Township 42 North, Range 4 West, NMPM. The map 
attached to the original application in Case No. 86CW24 showed 
Pearl Lake No. 8 at its location in Township 42 North, but the applica-
tion and decree erroneously described it as being in Township 41 
North. The decree in Case No. 86CW24 also contains an incomplete 
description of the location of the Pearl Lake No. 8. That lake is located 
in the W1/2 SE1/4, the NE1/4 SE1/4, the S1/2 S1/2 NE1/4, and the 
E1/2 SE1/2 SW1/4 of Section 36, Township 42 North, Range 4 West, 
NMPM. The UTM coordinates for the west corner of the dam’s em-
bankment are stated below. B. The legal description of the corrected 
point of diversion: Location information in UTM format: Pearl Lake No. 
7: UTM coordinates for west corner of the dam: Northing 4190886; 
Easting 301305, NAD 83 Zone 13N. Source of UTMs: CDSS Loca-
tion Converter. Pearl Lake No. 8: UTM coordinates for west corner 
of the dam: Northing 4192047; Easting 301587, NAD 83 Zone 13N. 
Source of UTMs: CDSS Location Converter. Legal Description Using 
the Public Land Survey System (PLSS). There is a discrepancy of 
between 200 and 300 feet in the location of section lines between 
the CDSS Map Viewer and the USGS topographic map for the Finger 
Lakes Quadrangle and the associated Bureau of Land Management 
GIS layer. For purposes of the following PLSS description, the Ap-
plicant has used the USGS topographic map and associated BLM 
GIS layer. Pearl Lake No. 7: Located in the E1/2 E1/2 NW1/4 and 
W1/2 W1/2 NE1/4 of Section 1, Township 41 North, Range 4 West, 
NMPM. The West corner of the dam for Pearl Lake No. 7 is located 
approximately 1,000 feet from the North section line and 2,590 feet 
from the West section line. Pearl Lake No. 8: Located in the W1/2 
SE1/4 and W1/2 NE1/4 of Section 36, Township 42 North, Range 4 
West, N.M.P.M. The west corner of the dam for Pearl Lake No.8 is 
located approximately 1,862 feet from the East section line and 2,446 
feet from the North section line. In the event of a discrepancy between 
the UTM coordinates and the PLSS descriptions in this part 3.B., the 
Applicant is relying on the UTM coordinates as the most accurate 
description of the location of the west corners of the individual dams 
forming Pearl Lakes No. 7 and 8. A portion of the USGS quadrangle 
map for Finger Mesa showing the location of the lakes is attached as 
Exhibit 1 to this Application. 4. The Pearl Lakes Trout Club is the own-
er of the land upon which Pearl Lake 7 and Pearl Lake 8 are located.
You are further notified that you have until the last day of January 
2020, to file with the Water Clerk, a verified statement of opposition 
setting forth facts as to why a certain application should not be grant-
ed or why it should be granted only in part or on certain conditions or 
a protest to the requested correction.  A copy of such a statement of 
opposition or protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the 
Applicant’s attorney and an affidavit or certificate of such service must 
be filed with the Water Clerk.  A $192.00 filing fee is required.
PLEASE NOTE:  WATER DIVISION 3 HAS MANDATORY E-FILING 
FOR ALL PARTIES REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY.
You can review the complete applications or requests for correction in 
the office of the Alamosa Combined Court, 8955 Independence Way, 
Alamosa, CO  81101.
Witness my hand and seal of this Court this 3rd day of December, 
2019.
Jennifer Pacheco, 
Clerk of the Alamosa Combined Courts
Water Court, Water Division 3
8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO  81101
No. 1185
Published in the Valley Courier on December 5, 2019.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SACR E D H EA RT 
CHURCH Bazaar Ala-
mosa, Colorado.  “Holi-
day Bazaar 2019” will 
be hold Friday, Dec. 
6th 9:00am-8:00pm 
and Saturday, Dec. 7th 
8:00am-2:00pm at Sa-
cred Heart Church, 709 
4th street. in Alamosa. 
We have once again 
filled Faist Hall with 
the wonderful works 
of many talented arts 
& crafts vendors. Ad-
ditionally, there is a 
White Elephant Sale, 
Si lent  Auct ion and 
Ba ke  Sa le .  Brea k-
fast and lunch will be 
served both days. Fri-
day evening, a Mexican 
dinner will be served 
from 4:30pm-7:00pm. 
Dinner tickets will be 
available at the door. 
For information call 
Phyllis Melgares (580-
5477 or the parish of-
fice (589-5829 ext. 11)
(12/7)

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

CON ST RUCT ION 
SERV ICE S,  CUS -
TOM, quality, reason-
able rates, bathrooms, 
kitchens, and tile. 30+ 
years, Ref. available. 
Free estimates. 719-
937-9308.(12/20)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(1/03)

221
HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR A 
career opportunity and 
being a part of your 
lo c a l  c o m mu n i t y? 
1st Southwest Bank 
is growing and hiring 
in the following posi-
tions, Branch Manager, 
Loan Assistant, Credit 
Ana lyst ,  and Loan 
Processor,  of fer ing 
strong benefits pack-
age & career growth 
opportunities. EOE. Go 
to https://www.fswb.
bank/who-we-are/ca-
reers/ for more details 
& to apply.(12/12)

THE SAN LUIS Care 
C e n t e r / E v e r g r e e n 
Nursing Home in Ala-
mosa is currently ac-
cepting applications for 
a Registered Dietitian 
Nutritionist. Applicants 
should have exper i-
ence in long term care. 
Looking for someone 
to work 32 hours total a 
month between the two 
buildings which are 
less than a mile apart. 
Please apply in person 
at the San Luis Care 
Center, 240 Craft Drive 
in Alamosa.(12/12)

SE EK I NG PA RT-
T I M E / O N - C A L L 
POSITION for  La 
Puente shelter.  Re-
sponsibilities include 
a wide range of duties 
such as office coverage, 
accepting donations, 
lunch preparation, and 
cr isis management. 
Coverage is needed for 
Tuesday mornings, ap-
proximately 15 hours a 
month with additional 
hours as needed to 
cover for staff vaca-
tion or illness. Quali-
fied candidates must 
demonstrate maturity, 
problem-solving skills, 
ability to work inde-
pendently, good judge-
ment, and the ability 
to work with a diverse 
population. Please sub-
mit resume to hr@lapu-
ente.net.(12/19)



221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for an anticipated El-
ementary Library Para-
professional position 
at Bill Metz Elemen-
tary School.   For a 
complete list of desired 
qualifications and ex-
perience, visit the dis-
trict web site at http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-oppor-
tunities.html .  Monte 
Vista School District 
offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage.  Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
December 11, 2019, 
or until the position is 
filled.  Applications 
may be downloaded 
from the district web 
site or call 719-852-
5996.(12/11)

304
LAWN & GARDEN

3 SEASONS YARD 
Ser vice LLC. Tree 
trimming, tree remov-
al, and stump grind-
ing. Hauling and dump 
runs, free estimates. 
Senior discounts. Sat-
isfaction guaranteed. 
719-588-1183. (3/29-
TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

344 - HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING

WOOD FOR SALE! 
!140 a cord. Call 719-
588-1183.(12/31)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIG S F OR SA L E 
$1.00 lb. live weight. 
570-395-0184 (TFN)

351
LIVESTOCK

HIGH ALTITUDE 
HEREFORD BULL 
SALE. Sat. Dec. 14, 
2019 1:00pm at Val-
ley Livestock Auction, 
Monte Vista, CO. Sell-
ing 29 horned coming 2 
yr. old bulls PAP, Fert, 
Trich, PI-BVD Tested 
and 15 Comm. Replace-
ment Heifer Calves. 
Mike Fuchs Herefords 
719-657-2519 mike-
fuchsherefords@gmail.
com www.mikefuch-
sherefords.com. (12/14)
SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls 
and semen sales Brink 
Livestock Services ad-
min@brinklivestock.
net www.br inkl ive-
stock.net 888-641-3750 
/ 719-480-3932.(12/2)
FOR SALE 2 year old 
Limousin Bulls. Red, 
Black or Poll. Breading 
Limousin Bulls Since 
1971. E. Orth 719-852-
3069 (12/20)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

HOLIDAY FAMILY 
TABLE expands from 
a small cabinet to serve 
7 or make a good desk 
$190 obo. Good oak 
desk 5ft . 6 drawers 
$150 obo see pictures at 
slvjunction.com. 719-
588-2425. (12/5)
B & W  F I F T H 
W H E E L  H I T C H . 
$600. 852-2285 (11/11-
TFN)

RAMSEY 12 VOLT 
P r o  8 0 0 0R Se r i e s 
#817508 wench 93 ft. 
5/16 cable.  Remote 
switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-
TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PI E S who ne e d  a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the 
euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the 
number one way to 
stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has 
had puppies contact 
us. We will take the 
puppies into our res-
cue and spay the mama 
dog for free after the 
puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & 
gas money to get the 
dogs to us to help in 
this situation. Spay/
neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
g o o d  r e s p o n s i b l e 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mouser s?  Wa nt  t o 
adopt kit tens? Help 
trap/neuter/release ef-
for ts? Donate food/
litter/supplies? Low 
cost spay/neuter clinic 
for cats. http://www.
catsaliveslv.com 719-
298-7028. (TFN)

F R EE TO GOOD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BA R N CATS. 
Spay/neuter cl in ics 
coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Don-
na K 719-589-5952 or 
719-580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

WANTING TO BUY 
antique adding ma-
chine in good shape. 
Cal l  719-588-3587.
(12/5)

NEED A LITTLE 
car. Would like to pay 
$500-$800.  Please 
t ext  719 - 480 -54 49 
leave  message,  no 
phone cal ls please. 
If you have one and 
would like to sell it.( 
TFN 11/12)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

COUNTRY LIVING, 
S P E C T A C U L A R 
Mountain views. Price 
lowered to $179,000, 3 
bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. 
Built in 2003, 1306sq 
ft., 1.04 Acres, Fully 
renovated, new stain-
less-steel appliances. 9 
miles east of Alamosa. 
719-588-0304.(12/14)

426 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME FOR 
sale – 1982 Atlantic. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, 14x52, 
nice, very clean. Remod-
eled. In a trailer park. 
Listed price $25,000/
OBO. Call 719-496-
7937 or 801-647-3944.
(TFN-11/21)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

ALAMOSA 3 BED-
ROOM; $795 month-
ly. 1 Bedroom; $475 
monthly. Studio; $450 
monthly. No pet No 
Smoking. Utilities in-
cluded. Deposit and 
rental history required. 
Colorado Realty and 
Investment Company. 
719-580-3710.(12/31)

2 BEDROOM DU-
PLEX, W/D hookups. 
$650 + Deposit. ½ Mile 
N. on Hwy 17, Alamosa. 
No Kids/Pets or smok-
ing. 719-589-5735.(12/6)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

STUDIO APT. FOR 
rent. Very clean and 
beautiful settings. 5 
miles out of town. 
$450 rent plus de-
posit. Working per-
son only. One per-
son. Call 719-480-
9893.(12/7)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

A V A I L A B L E : 
CUTE 2 Bedroom 
1 Bat h  Home  i n 
A la mosa $70 0.0 0 
Rent /$700.00 De-
p o s i t  C a l l  9 7 0 -
443-5160 Steven or 
720-202-7071 Lexi.
(12/10)

5 BEDROOMS, 2.5 
bath, Deposit $1,700, 
Rent $1,700, Utili-
t ies and t rash not 
included. No pets. 
719-496-6795/719-
480-0960.(12/18)
RENT COUNTRY 
HOME 3 Bedroom 
& Loft 2 bathrooms 
2mi Alamosa 800-
641-3750 / 719-480-
3932.(12/20)

702 - AUTOS 
FOR SALE

0 6  C H RY S L E R 
TOWN & Country 
m in iva n.  179,0 0 0 
miles. $4000. Call 
719-580-3025.(12/5) 

715 - 4X4 
VEHICLES

94 CHEVY PICK-
U P  4 x 4  3 5 0 0 . 
113,000 miles. Au-
tomatic. $4000. Call 
719-580-3025.(12/5)

717
WATER SHARES

6  C O M M O N -
W E A L T H 
SHARES for sale. 
$120,000 per share. 
Call 719-588-9698 
leave message if no 
answer.(12/26)
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DEAR ABBY: One of 
my sons is dating a young 
woman who seems to care 
deeply for him, but is very 
cool and distant to our 
family. He goes to nearly 
all of her family’s events, 
but she seldom comes to 
any of ours. 

 She has been to one 
birthday get-together at 
a restaurant, a wedding 
and a play where I bought 
the tickets for her, myself 
and all my daughters-in-
law. She has been invited 
to family dinners at one 
or another of our homes, 
Christmas celebrations, 
Thanksgivings, birthdays 
-- you name it -- but has 
not come to any of them. 
My husband and I hand-
make our gifts to her, which 
require a lot of time and ef-
fort. Last year, she sent us 
each a gift for Christmas.

 They have been dating 
for several years. When 
they are apart, she texts 
him constantly. I am con-
fused and troubled by her 
indifference to us. We have 
been more than welcoming 
to her. Is there anything I 
or we could do to help her 
warm up to us? -- FLUM-
MOXED MOM IN THE 
SOUTH

 DEAR FLUMMOXED: 
Have you talked with your 
son about this? If not, you 
should. You are already 
doing everything you can, 
so prepare to batten down 
the hatches. If your son 
eventually marries this 
insecure young woman, she 

will continue isolating him 
from his family and absorb 
him into her own. When the 
grandchildren come, they 
will spend the majority of 
their time with her family 
and not yours. 

 It is harsh, but it’s the 
truth. Unless your son is 
strong enough to put his 
foot down, it’s exactly what 
will happen. You have my 
sympathy.

 DEAR ABBY: I am a 
naturally thin young wom-
an. Oftentimes, especially 
when I’m working in offices 
with older women, my co-
workers comment on their 
dissatisfaction with their 
weight and how they wish 
their body could be more 
like mine. 

 To be honest, I don’t 
equate thinness with beau-
ty or fat with ugliness. But 
when I try to tell these 
women I think they are 
beautiful as they are, it’s 
received with suspicion, 
as if they think I don’t 
mean what I say. How can 
I respond to those who are 
unhappy with their weight 
without sounding insin-
cere? I don’t want to hurt 
anybody’s feelings. -- THIN 
IN FLORIDA

 DEAR THIN: When 
your co-workers compli-
ment you about your figure, 
smile and say thank you. 
Period. If they express 
dissatisfaction with their 
appearance, do not allow 
yourself to be drawn into 
the conversation. You can’t 
alleviate their insecurities; 

they haven’t believed you 
when you tried. Because 
the subject makes you un-
comfortable, try changing 
the topic to another one.

 DEAR ABBY: Is there 
a place where I can do-
nate puzzles? I always 
make sure all the pieces 
are there. I put them in a 
zip bag inside a taped box 
so anyone who gets them 
would be getting something 
that’s as good as new. I 
have a whole closet full, 
and I need to find a place 
to donate them. They are 
too nice to throw away. 
-- WANTING TO SHARE 
IN WASHINGTON

 DEAR WANTING: I am 
sure that if you call around 
you will discover that 
senior centers, hospitals, 
nursing homes, libraries, 
churches, schools and re-
habilitation facilities could 
put those puzzles to good 
use. It’s worth a try.
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FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Girlfriend closely attached 
to son is distant to family


