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the Month for February at 

the Narrow Gauge Book Coop 
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ALAMOSA —  The 
Alamosa Rotary Club 
announced that Ala-
mosa County Clerk and 
Recorder office Election 
Supervisor Terri Carver 
will speak Monday at 
noon at Juanito’s Restau-
rant, 1019 6th Street. Terri 
Carver will present infor-
mation on the upcoming 
election cycle, including 
the presidential primary 
election, caucuses and 
the general election. 
Starting in March, Colora-
do will hold a presidential 
primary election. 

Rotary Club 
to present 

Carver Mon.

ALAMOSA — La Pu-
ente will be hosting 
Free Health Care from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday 
at its Outreach Service 
Center at 929 State Ave., 
Alamosa. The services 
will be provided by Regis 
University Physical Ther-
apy, Nurse Practitioner, 
and Counseling /Mar-
riage and Family Therapy, 
Students and Faculty. La 
Puente is partnering will 
Global Health Pathway/
Regis University’s Rueck-
ert-Hartman College for 
Health Professions, and 
the San Luis Valley Area 
Health Education to pro-
vide the Free Health Care.

La Puente 
to host Free 
Health Care

Archuleta saves woman’s life
By DANIEL McKILLOP

The Daily News
DEL NORTE — Emergency 

service personnel responded to 
a fire Wednesday and saved a 
woman’s life during a blaze that 
was brought under control within 
30 minutes in Del Norte.

Del Norte Police Department 
Sgt. Frank Archuleta, who is the 
interim police chief, rescued a 
woman who was being engulfed 
by fire at 455 Adler Street shortly 
before noon.

Christina Gallegos suffered 
burns, which required medical 
attention, Archuleta said. “Del 
Norte Ambulance picked her up 
and she was flown to Denver for 
treatment.”

Del Norte Fire Department 

Del Norte blaze 

damages 25% 

of house

Courtesy photo

Firefighters arrive at 455 Adler Street in Del Norte to put out a fire Wednesday afternoon.

By KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA– “I wouldn’t take 
a million for my dogs before 
today, now it would be even 
more,” said Paul Martin about 
the pets that alerted he and his 
wife to a fire in their home about 
2:20 a.m. Thursday.

Alamosa firefighters were 
summoned to the residence a 
few minutes later and extin-
guished what was first thought 
to be a chimney fire. 

Most of the damage was 
contained to the exterior of the 
home, according to Fire Chief 
Don Chapman, aside from 
some damage to the ceiling and 
carpet in one bedroom below 
the fire in the two-story home 
located at 10331 Co. Road 4S, 
north of town.

Chapman said fire investi-
gators are still looking at the 
cause of the blaze, but believe 
it may have been insulation in 
the attic near the chimney or 
radiant heat from the chimney 
itself.

Martin, a retired 40-year tele-
phone serviceman, confirmed 
that additional blow-in insu-
lation was added to the home 
around Christmas.

“It may have been too close to 
the chimney pipe,” he said. “The 

Dogs alert homeowners to blaze
“It may have been 

too close to the 

chimney pipe. The 

dogs woke me up 

and the smoke 

alarms were slow 

to start.”

—Paul Martin  

Alamosa homeowner 

describes the sequence 

of events during the 

early part of Thursday 

morning’s fire
dogs woke me up and the smoke 
alarms were slow to start.”

Once he took the dogs outside 
he saw smoke and eventually 
flames coming out near the 
top of the chimney. He said 
the fire destroyed the chimney 
structure at the top.

Martin said he and wife Lesa 
were lucky.

“We could have lost every-
thing,” he said, crediting the 
fire department with a quick 
and effective response.

Chief Chapman said 24 fire-
fighters were on scene with 
five trucks about 2 ½ hours. 
Some returned about 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday when more smoke 
was noticed.

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

Fire Chief Don Chapman (right) 
and firefighters returned to the 
scene of Thursday’s early morn-
ing fire to douse some hot spots 
around 9:30. The home owned 
by Paul and Lesa Martin is at 
10331 Co. Road. 4S north of 
Alamosa. Also shown are Zach 
Cerny with the Division of Fire 
Prevention and Control and Ala-
mosa firefighter Jerrid Huggins 
supporting the ladder.

Firefighters’ 
quick response 
limits amount 
of damage

ALAMOSA — Lori Laske, 
who has announced that she is 
running for the Alamosa County 
Commissioner District 1 seat, was 
born in Alamosa and has been 
a resident of Alamosa County 
District 1 for 41 years.  

Laske mentions that the time 
she was living 
out of the dis-
trict she lived 
only 150 feet 
out of the dis-
trict/county 
line.  

“ I  am a 
third-gener-
ation Alamo-
sa and five-
generat ion 
SLV resident. 
Walker Road, west of Alamosa, 
was named after my grandpar-
ents. I attended Central El-
ementary, Evans Middle school, 
Alamosa Junior High School and 
Alamosa High School. I went on 
to receive a Bachelors and Mas-
ter’s degrees from Adams State 
University, and I went on to work 
at Adams State University for 
28 years,” Laske said.  “I have 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration, man-
agement, and small business.   

“In my career at Adams State 
University, I have worked with 
budgets, written policies, strate-
gic planning, evaluation, written 
grants, fundraising, worked on 
publications and marketing and 
worked with a vast diversity of 
people.”  

Working with alumni and 
students is the most rewarding.  
Laske said she believes in the 
power of people.  Listening to her 
constituents is where she learns 
the most.” 

Said Laske: “I love being able 
to know the concerns, ideas,and 
opportunities of the community 
and working for that.”  

In addition to working at ASU, 
Laske and her husband have a 
small business and a small ranch. 

“Operating a small business, I 
understand the need for economic 
development and the importance 
of tourism to the Valley,” she said. 
“I live it daily. I have dealt with 
state and federal regulations as 
a small business. 

“Having a small ranch, I know 
the concerns with the water as 

■ See LASKE page 3

Laske running 
to be county 
commissioner

Lori Laske

Courier photo by Helen Smith

The Rio Grande County Republican Central Committee Team in-
cludes Larry Heersink, Mari Hathorn and Maureen Smith.

RG Republican 
Committee 
stresses grass-
root efforts 

 VALLEY — The Precinct 
Caucus system is still considered 
important to the election process 
for the State of Colorado. 

This distinct process is not one 
that takes place in every state.

Colorado is one of the few states 
that hold Precinct Caucuses … 

Why? 
Because Coloradans know the 

importance of grass-root efforts. 
Those who attend the caucus have 

■ See CAUCUS page 3
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VALLEY — The San Luis 
Valley offers many Alcohol-
ics Anonymous groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 3 
San Luis Valley AA 12-Step 
Meetings. The 6th Tradi-
tion states that we are not 
affiliated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we list 
these meeting schedules 
for friends and family. For 
information, call 719-937-
5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Hall at 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meeting 
at Masonic Hall, 598 Spruce 
St., Del Norte

7 p .m.  Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 2nd 
and Broadway, Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 

OBITUARIES

AA MEETINGS

SANFORD —  SUN-
RISE: June 24, 1980: 
SUNSET: Jan. 24, 2020.

Linda Sanchez was a 
hair stylist for 18 years 
and she adored and cher-
ished her family. She en-
joyed camping and fishing 
and she enjoyed cooking 
for her family.

Linda is survived by 
her loving and devoted 
husband, Lazaro  Sanchez. 

She had son, Demario 
Gomez Sisneros; daugh-
ter, Danisa Gomez Sisne-
ros; and her kids Marcus, 
Serina, Abel, Lazaro San-
chez. 

Survived by her parents, 
Ross and Susan Sisneros,; 
and two brothers, Isaac 
and James Sisneros.  

She had many uncles, 
aunts, cousins and many 
friends.

Linda Sanchez

Services will be at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 at 
the Romero Funeral Cha-
pel in Alamosa. 

To express online con-
dolences, please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.com. 
Romero Funeral Home of 
Alamosa has been trusted 
to handle the arrange-
ments. 

SANFORD — Ralph Les-
lie Hawkins, age 95, passed 
away peacefully, surrounded 
by loved ones, on Tuesday, 
Jan. 28, 2020 in St. George, 
Utah.  

He was born Sept. 22, 1924 
in Espinoza, the sixth of eight 
children to Aaron Sanford 
Hawkins Jr. and Ella Maude 
Culler.

Ralph was a loving hus-
band to Ell Margaret Jensen. 
Together, they had eight 
children, six boys and two 
girls.  Ralph attended school 
in Romeo.  As a young boy, 
he learned the value of hard 
work and the joy of being part 
of a loving family.  He would 
herd sheep and cattle on the 
foothills west of Romeo. He 
worked hard in the fields, 
working the land and harvest-
ing crops with several teams 
of horses.  

In 1947, Ralph enrolled at 
Brigham Young University. 
He worked hard and en-
joyed his studies. He was a 
true-blue Cougar and would 
sing the fight song to get his 
children out of bed. 

In 1949, he left to serve 
a full-time Mission for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Bueno 
Aires, Argentina. He served 
for three years and learned 
to love missionary work and 
the Spanish language. 

On Oct. 1, 1952, he married 
Ell Margaret Jensen in the 
Mesa Arizona Temple for time 
and all eternity.  Together, 
they made their home in 
Sanford. 

Ralph was a farmer, ranch-
er, and worked many years as 
an engineer for the Denver 
and Rio Grande Railroad. 

Together, Ralph and Ell 
Margaret served as full- time 
missionaries, for The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints in the Argentina, 
Bahia Blanca Mission. They 
made many friends as they 
served and loved the people.

Ralph was a faithful mem-
ber of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints.  
He served as a faithful home 
teacher, always going the 
extra mile, looking after and 
taking care of the needs of his 
assigned families.  

He served as a Seventy 
for many years, teaching the 
gospel and inviting all to come 
unto Christ. He spent many 
hours, night and day, work-
ing in the name extraction 
program, finding names for 
Temple work.  Ralph served 
in the Denver, Albuquerque 
and New Mexico temples. The 
last two years of his life, he 
enjoyed living near the St. 
George, Utah, temple. 

He loved singing in the 
church choir. He also served 
faithfully as a gospel doc-
trine teacher, scout master, 
high priest group leader and 
taught early morning semi-
nary. He loved each of these 
responsibilities and magni-
fied each calling.

Ralph Leslie Hawkins, 95

Ralph was elected to serve 
on the Sanford School Board 
from July of 1969 to May of 
1991 — 22 years of selfless 
service. 

During hi service he spent 
many years as the president 
of the school board. He served 
on the United Transportation 
Union state board for nearly 
30 years. He was elected 
secretary and later chairman 
of the Colorado Legislative 
Board. 

Family was so important to 
Ralph.  He always made time 
for family — family outings 
and family reunions.  Ralph 
loved farming and ranch-
ing. He enjoyed watching 
the crops grow and working 
with livestock. He took every 
opportunity, while working 
with his family, to teach good 
work ethic and gospel prin-
ciples. He taught these great 
lessons by example. Perhaps 
his greatest service was to his 
wife, as he lovingly cared for 
her through her health trials.  

He is survived by seven of 
his children, Corinne (Art) 
Pitcher, Wetaskiwin, Alberta, 
Canada, Glenda (Lynn) Kortz 
Browns Valley Calif., Ron-
ald, (Marianne) Hawkins, 
Genola, Utah, Grant (Su-
san) Hawkins, Tooele ,Utah,  
James (Cindy) Hawkins, 
Orem Utah, Leslie (Janene) 
Hawkins, Sanford, and Stan 
(Jill) Hawkins, St. George 
Utah; 31 grandchildren and 
41 great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Ell Margaret 
Jensen; five brothers and 
two sisters, Albert Ray, Wal-
lace Harold, Arthur Sanford, 
Myrtle Marie, Jesse Nathan-
iel, Ernest Wayne, Erma 
Alice; one son: Vernon Jensen 
Hawkins; and one grandson: 
Benjamin James Pitcher.

Funeral services will be 
held Monday, February 3rd 
at 11:00 am in the Sanford 
1st Ward Chapel, 755 Main 
Street, Sanford Colorado.  A 
viewing will be held on Sun-
day Evening February 2nd at 
6:00 – 8:00 pm and Monday 
9:00 – 10:30 am at the Sanford 
1st Ward Chapel, 755 Main 
Street, Sanford Colorado.  In-
terment will be in the Sanford 
City Cemetery.

We express sincere ap-
preciation to The Retreat at 
SunRiver, Applegate HomeC-
are & Hospice, and Serenity 
Funeral Home of Southern 
Utah for their kind and com-
passionate care. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the 
general missionary fund of 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. 

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 
or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.ala-
mosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 
the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of 
the submitting party, an additional fee will be 
assessed.

Dale Lavern Cornum
LA JARA —  Dale La-

vern Cornum was born on 
Aug. 16, 1935 in La Jara, to 
Lucille Engler and Parley 
Cornum.  

He lived his entire life 
in La Jara and graduated 
from La Jara High School 
in 1953. He joined his fa-
ther at Cornum’s Welding 
while still in high school at 
the age of 14.  

His reputation as a weld-
er was known throughout 
the San Luis Valley.  

On Aug. 16, 1958, he 
married DeAnn Cornum 
and later they were sealed 
for all time and eternity 
in the Mesa, Ariz., temple 
along with their three 
children.  

Dale was an avid hunt-
er and fisherman, there 
wasn’t very many times 
in his life that he didn’t 
catch his limit of fish or 
come home with his hunt-
ing license filled.   

He loved being in the 
mountains and spent as 
much time at his cabin as 
he could.   

Dale is preceded in death 
by his parents, his brother 
Bruce, and his son Curtis.

He is survived by his 
wife, DeAnn; his son, 

Kirby (Karen) Cornum; 
and his daughter, Pamela 
(Justin) Rhoads; all of La 
Jara; eight grandchildren, 
and three and half great- 
grandchildren.

A viewing will be held 
Monday, Feb. 3 from 
noon until 1:45 p.m. at 
the La Jara Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints.  

A funeral service will 
follow at the church begin-
ning at 2 p.m. Interment 
will follow services in the 
Sanford Cemetery. To ex-
press condolences, please 
visit www.rogersfunerals.
com.

Rogers Family Mortuary 
in Alamosa is in care of the 
arrangements.

Donald ‘Don’ David Knapp, 98
ALAMOSA —  Longtime 

Alamosa resident Donald 
“Don” David Knapp, 98, 
died Jan. 28, 2020 at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Regional Medical Center 
in Alamosa.

Don was the only child 
of Rupert L. and Ethel 
L. White Knapp and was 
born in the Bowen Com-
munity, south of Monte 
Vista on Nov. 23, 1921.  
He married Adelaide E. 
Baldwin at the Centenary 
Methodist Church on Oct. 
3, 1942 in St. Louis, Mo.  

Following graduation 
from high school and 
during a couple years 
at Adams State College, 
Don worked in the Grove 
and Rialto Theatres in 
Alamosa and also for 
the El Raton and Shula 
theatres in Raton, N.M.  
He then enlisted in the 
United States Army Air 
Corps and served during 
World War II.  Following 
his time in the military, 
Don took a position with 
the Colorado Department 
of Highways and spent 
more than 30 years, retir-
ing as resident engineer.  
Don owned and operated 
his own businesses Blanca 
Vista Corporation and 
Knapp Engineering and 
Surveying Services for 
many years.

Don loved to fly fish and 
camp under the stars.  
He and Adelaide en-
joyed square dancing all 
throughout the Valley and 
Don volunteered for many 
dances as the caller.  Don’s 
knowledge of the history 
of the San Luis Valley 
was immense, especially 
when it came to survey-
ing.  He had keen powers 
of observation and always 
noticed something new.  

He is survived by his 
children: Margaret “Peg-
gy” Dalby of Center, Ethel 
(Charles W.) Dixon of 
Del Norte, Charles “Mel” 
(Becci) Knapp of Eagle 
River, Alaska, and Alice 
(Dennis)Burch of Ala-
mosa; his grandchildren: 
Deborah Dalby of Hous-
ton, Texas, Kenneth Dalby 
of Center, David (Joanie) 
Chapman of Colorado 
Springs, Jennifer “Dee” 
(Rob) Plucinski of South 

Fork, Denali (Josh) Garcia 
of Eagle River, Alaska, 
Dominic (Amanda) Burch 
of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
Stephanie Archuleta of 
Center, Jaqueline (Dan-
ny) Rodriguez of Milliken, 
and Christina (Morgan) 
Hart of Longmont; his 
great-grandchildren: Ken-
nessa (Cody Hall) Dalby, 
Wyatt Chapman, Blayne 
Chapman, Audrey Plu-
cinski, Heston Plucinski, 
Jose Garcia and Javielynn 
Archuleta; as well as his 
great-great-grandchil-
dren, Bentley Hall and 
Anthony Hall.

Don is preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife 
Adelaide in 2008, his son-
in-law K R. Dalby and his 
grandson-in-law Gerald 
“Tommy” Archuleta.  

A visitation will be held 
from noon-1 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 3, 2020 followed by a 
funeral service at 1 p.m. at 
the Rogers Family Mortu-
ary, 205 State Avenue in 
Alamosa. Interment will 
follow services in the San 
Luis Valley Cemetery in 
Monte Vista. 

Contributions in his 
memory are suggested 
in lieu of flowers to the 
Honor Flight of Southern 
Colorado, at www.hon-
orflightsoco.us or checks 
through Rogers Family 
Mortuary.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements.  To leave 
words of comfort and 
remarks for Don’s family, 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com.

Fred Fuchs
CENTER —  The angels 

in heaven are rejoicing; an-
other one of God’s children 
has come home. 

Fred Fuchs of Del Norte, 
lovingly called Doozie by 
his wife, Charlotte of 59 
years went home to heaven 
on Jan. 23, 2020, with his 
family all around him. He 
was born on March 21, 
1938, to Hugh and Mar-
garet Fuchs of Del Norte. 

He was the first of four 
sons, LeeRoy, Richard 
and Mike. Childhood was 
spent on the family ranch 
west of Del Norte and 
with grandpa at the “brick 
house.”

Fred and Charlotte Mc-
Millan were united in 
marriage on Nov. 6, 1960. 
They started out on a small 
ranch west of the home 
place, then moved to their 
current home northwest of 
Center in J. 

Together they raised 
two children, Julie (Bill) 
Hume of Rangely, and 
Stace (Loni) Fuchs of Del 
Norte. He was Grampa to 
Michael (Carrie) Sprun-
ger, Nicole (Bryan) Howe, 
Bryce Fuchs, Brent Fuchs, 
Mary Fuchs and Zach 
Fuchs. 

He was GG-Pa to Stella, 
Emerson and Barrett 
Howe and Step-Grampa to 
Denali, Cody, and Macayla 
Hicks

Fred started raising 
sheep while still in high 
school and continued after 
returning home from his 
enlistment in the Marines. 
He was a dedicated farmer 
raising alfalfa, barley and 
potatoes. 

Fred ran 2,000 head of 
sheep that summered in 
the high country, above 
Creede. 

This was an adventure 
that all participated in and 
looked forward to. Fred 
loved the mountains and 
caring for his sheep, and 
the family enjoyed many 
trips to the sheep camps. 
He was very compas-
sionate and loved all the 
animals that he cared for. 
Fred won many awards 
through the National 
Wool Growers Associa-
tion, some of which he was 
awarded at the National 
Western Stock Show in 
Denver.

One of Fred’s favorite 
things was spending time 
with his family. It didn’t 
matter what the job was, 
the work was shared by 

all. He willingly taught 
by example, and a great 
deal of wisdom was passed 
down through the years to 
not only his children but 
grandchildren, as well. He 
was a kind and gentle man 
of few words, but when he 
did speak he was worth 
listening to. A couple of 
the lessons passed down 
were, “Just take one day 
at a time,” and “Let’s just 
see what happens.”

Fred was a member of 
Gateway Church. He and 
Charlotte were involved 
in building the church at 
its current location where 
he was a trustee and head 
usher. He enjoyed visiting 
with area farmers at the 
Gunbarrel Station where 
they would discuss the 
weather, crops, etc. and 
solved many a problem.

He is survived by his 
wife, Charlotte; children, 
Julie and Stace, six grand-
children; three great-
grandchildren; three 
brothers; sister-in-law 
Jesse James; numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents. Fred was 
so very loved and will be 
missed greatly by his fam-
ily and friends.

Services will be held on 
Feb. 1, 2020, at 11 a.m. at 
Gateway Church in Del 
Norte. 

Arrangements are in 
care of Strohmayer’s Fu-
neral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that any 
donations be made to 
Gateway Church in Del 
Norte in Fred’s memory. 

Send to Strohmayer’s 
Funeral Home at 205 
Broadway, Monte Vista, 
CO, 81144.

SAN LUIS — San Luis 
resident Gary Pettigrew, 
62, passed away January 
30, 2020. 

Arrangements are pend-
ing have been entrusted 
to Romero Valley Funeral 
Home of San Luis.

PENDING OBITUARY

Gary Pettigrew, 62

San Luis Valley Crimestoppers

If you have information about an unreported or 
unsolved crime in the San Luis Valley, Crimestoppers 
pays for information that leads to the arrest of criminal 
offenders. Citizens may report crimes anonymously 
and remain eligible for rewards.

Call San Luis Valley Crimestoppers at 589-4111.

Antonito
6 p.m. Amistad of San 

Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church at 607 4th St., 
Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p .m.  Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.
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Chief Gilbert Trujillo 
said his unit arrived at 
11:43 a.m. and he could see 
the flames when the police 
officer pulled her from the 
house.

“When I pulled up to the 
scene, I saw that the house 
was smoking pretty bad 
and engulfed in flames,” 
said Archuleta, who was 
the first emergency-service 
person to arrive at the 
scene. “I pulled up in front 
of the house and I could 
see the flames through the 
glass window — the flames 

Flames
■ Continued from Page 1

were hitting the windows.”
Archuleta said the wom-

an was sitting up and he 
could see the flames hit-
ting her.

“I could feel the heat ap-
proaching her,” he added. 
“So, I stepped between her 
and the flames.”

Archuleta added that 
he suffered minor burns 
to his face, and was told 
by firefighters that it was 
going to feel like a “bad 
sunburn.”

“When I got behind 
her, her back was so hot 
and burnt that she had 
burn marks through her 
shirt,” he said. “I pushed 
her forward as it burned 

my hand.”
Archuleta said there was 

an explosion, which burst 
through two of the front 
windows, as he carried her 
out of the doorway onto 
the porch.

“The southeast windows 
exploded and glass was 
flying at us,” he added. “I 
tried to shield her the best 
I could.”

Archuleta said he later 
ended up “pulling glass out 
of his vest.

“The best thing was I 
was able to get her out 
of there before she was 
totally engulfed in flames,”

Archuleta added: “The 
fire department did a 

great job.”
Trujillo said it took 

about a half-hour to get 
the fire under control.

“We were on the scene 
for about an hour,” Trujillo 
said.

He said that it took about 
another half-hour to “mop 
up” after controlling the 
blaze.

Twenty-five percent of 
the home was severely 
damaged, but recover-
able, Trujillo said. The 
bedrooms were untouched.

“She had a solid oak 
door that led to the three 
bedrooms,” he added, 
which helped stop the fire 
from spreading into those 

rooms.
“The kitchen took most 

of the damage and part of 
the living room was dam-
aged by the fire,” Trujillo 
said. “The occupant was in 
there and there was a fire 
on the stove.”

Archuleta and Trujillo 
said a passer-by helped get 
Gallegos out of the house 
and to the patrol car.

Trujillo said the Colora-
do Division of Fire Preven-
tion responded and helped 
put out the fire.

After the explosion, the 
firefighters helped save 
Gallegos’ car before any 
damage could occur, Ar-
chuleta said.

Laske
■ Continued from Page 1

we have surface water 
rights.  

“I believe the preserva-
tion of our water is one of 
the most        critical issues 
on the horizon, and I am 
ready to fight for our water 
and our rural way of life. 

Laske is a past member 
of GFWC Woman’s Citi-

zenship Club of Alamosa, 
Optimist Club, Steering 
Committee for SLV Ru-
ral Philanthropy Days, 
ASU Alumni Associa-
tion and numerous other 
boards and committees. 
She states that one of 
her current interests is 
helping revitalize Mount 
Pleasant School, a one-
room schoolhouse in the 
community. She enjoys 
working together with 
amazing people to accom-

plish goals.
Laske has been married 

to her husband, Aaron, for 
27 years.  

“I am blessed with 
three amazing children 
and my nephew, who I 
have raised since he was 
12,” Laske said.   “My 
kids have various ac-
complishments, includ-
ing attending ASU, an 
AA from ASU, attending 
(Trinidad State Junior 
College), attending OJC, 

rodeo teams, enlisting in 
the Navy and working in 
the community.  

“I like going to my kids’ 
school events and their 
extra-curricular activi-
ties like rodeos.”

She added: “I have 
wanted to serve this 
county for several years, 
and now the timing is 
right. I have been waiting 
for this opportunity. 

“I want to work on 
economic development, 

address drug and mental 
health issues, improve 
services for our veterans, 
improve county roads, 
and increase services for 
our youth and our seniors.  

“Most of all, I want to 
hear from citizens in my 
district about their needs.  
I am ready to fight for 
rural areas, for our water 
and for the residents of 
Alamosa County.  

Laske is running under 
the Republican Party. 

the opportunity to:
w elect delegates and 

alternates to the County 
Assembly

w recruit election judges
w discuss issues and 

consider resolutions to 

pass to County Party 
Assembly … if voted on 
and pass … these resolu-
tions can influence the 
GOP platform on the 
national level.

They a vetted by state 
committee, voted upon 
at the state convention 
and sent to the appropri-
ate national convention.

In other words, par-

ticipation in precinct 
caucuses is important 
to Colorado counties, 
the state and the nation.

L a r r y  H e e r s i n k , 
Chairman of the Rio 
Grande County Repub-
lican Central Commit-
tee observed that the 
process is required by 
Colorado law. 

“It’s the very begin-

ning of the political 
process,” he said. 

Colorado Republican 
Precinct Caucuses will 
take place statewide at 
10 a.m. on March 7. 

Heersink wanted to in-
form Rio Grande County 
Republicans that the 
caucus sites will be as 
follows: Precincts 1,4, 
7, 8, 9, 12 and 14, and 

will meet at the Valley 
Church of the Nazarene 
Gym in Monte Vista. 

Precincts 2, 3 and 11 
will meet at the Rio 
Grande County Annex 
in Del Norte. 

Precinct 10 will meet 
at the South Fork Fire 
Dept. 

For more information, 
visit cologop.org.

Caucus
■ Continued from Page 1

ALAMOSA — Here we are at the 
end of January, and 2020 is well un-
derway and there are many wonderful 
activities for you to participate in at 
the Alamosa Senior Citizens Center. 

If someone is looking to improve and 
maintain his or her health, one may 
want to join the Alamosa Senior Center 
for Strong Bones, Tai Chi, Line Danc-
ing, Chair Yoga and Ear Acupuncture. 

Strong Bones is held each Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 9:30 
a.m.-10:30 am.  

Participants enjoy many health ben-
efits such as: improved bone density, 
reduction of falls, improved flexibility, 
and increased strength. 

Tai Chi takes place Wednesday morn-
ings at 8:30 a.m. and helps to increase 
flexibility, improve and maintain bal-
ance, improve muscle strength, reduce 
anxiety stress and depression, enhance 
bone health and reduce inflammation. 

Line dancing begins each Tuesday at 
10 a.m. Some of the health benefits of 
line dancing include: cardiovascular, 
muscular strength and flexibility be-
come better; high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol levels and high triglyceride 
levels, as well as high blood sugar levels 
can all improve; improves lung capacity 
and bone strength can increase. The 
social aspects of taking a class in line 
dance help to increase one’s sense of 
well-being and the camaraderie one 

has is wonderful for his or her health. 
Chair yoga takes place each Monday 

at 8:30 a.m. Yoga is an excellent way 
for older adults to loosen and stretch 
painful muscles, reduce stress and 
improve circulation. 

It also reduces anxiety, helps lower 
blood pressure, protects joints, and 
builds strength and balance. Yoga 
has been shown to improve overall 
health, prevent and — even in some 
cases — reverse disease when practiced 
regularly as a lifestyle. 

Ear acupuncture has been proven 
to reduce stress and anxiety, improve 
sleep, increase energy and improve 
mood and outlook. This group takes 
place each Tuesday from 9:30 a.m.-
10:30 a.m. 

There is no cost to participate in the 
programs that the senior center offers. 
One just has to be 50 or over. 

Please join the senior for one or all of 
these beneficial programs and experi-
ence a healthier 2020.  

The Alamosa Seniors are partnering 
with Falcon Tours to offer a fabulous 
nine-day trip to Hawaii from Oct. 27 
-Nov.  4. 

The group will be taking a journey to 
the islands of Maui, Kauai and Oahu. 

There are flyers available at the office 
or feel free to give the center a call for 
more information. 

The following weekly activities are 

for all seniors whether one is a member 
or not. Please stop by and join in. 

All classes are free unless otherwise 
noted. If one has suggestions for a new 
class or group, please let  the center 
know and be sure to call with any 
questions or concerns.

w Billiards play.
w Coffee social hour at 8:30 a.m.
w Puzzle construction.
w M, W, F Strong Bones at 9:30 a.m. 

Participants enjoy many health ben-
efits such as; improved bone density, 
reduction of falls, improved flexibility 
and increased strength. One is welcome 
to join at any time.

w Dime Bingo, Monday-Thursdays 
from 1 p.m.-3 p.m. Free to members, 
$2 fee for non-members.

w Bridge play takes place on the 1st 
and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m.

w Tai Chi with Lyn Johnson Wednes-
day mornings at 8:30 am. 

w Free five-point ear acupuncture 
conducted by Rick Wertz each Tuesday 
at 9:30 a.m. for veterans and seniors 
50 and over. Those who participate 
note less stress and anxiety,and bet-
ter sleep. 

w Sewing Group (includes knitting, 
crocheting, quilting — and anything 
one wants to work on — meets each 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. and the 
Mah Jongg — come and learn if one 
isn’t familiar with the game — group 

at 1 p.m. 
w Art class with Rosi Myers meets 

on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. Each class will 
offer something new. One may join in 
at any time. Everyone is an artist, so 
drop by and have fun being creative. 

w Dominoes - Fridays at 12:30 p.m. 
w Daily transportation is available 

for seniors 60 and over within Alamosa 
City limits between 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Please call ahead at least 24 hours in 
advance to schedule a ride for doctor 
visits, grocery shopping, dining and 
participating in events at the center, 
etc. Transportation is limited to pas-
sengers with a permanent residence. 
We do not transport to or from shelters, 
hotels, treatment centers.

If one is not yet a member, please 
consider joining.  Seniors age 50 and 
over are eligible for membership. 

Regular annual membership is $30 
per person or for an ambassador mem-
bership $100 per person. 

Members receive a monthly newslet-
ter with a calendar of events, timely 
information, challenging activities and 
lunch menu. 

The Alamosa Senior Center is located 
at 92 Colorado Ave. in Alamosa, adja-
cent to Cole Park. 

Hours of operation are: M-Th 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

For more information, contact 719-
589-3277.

Alamosa Senior Center offers all kinds of activities

By DAWN KREBS
SLV Health Foundation

ALAMOSA — One patient’s ride is a 
little smoother, thanks to the assistance 
of the Alamosa community and employ-
ees of the San Luis Valley Health.

Maria Ochoa De Ornelas can often 
be seen wheeling around the Alamosa 
area, with her son Leo Ornelas guiding 
her wheelchair. The daily wear and tear, 
however, caused her wheelchair to fall 
into disrepair. But when she arrived at 
her doctor’s appointment at SLV Health 
on Thursday, she was greeted by staff and 
presented with a brand new wheelchair 
for her to use.

The donation was a combined effort 
of members of the Alamosa community 
recognizing a need, and bringing it to the 
attention of the San Luis Valley Health 
Foundation and SLV Health employees.

The purchase of the wheelchair was 
funded from a program at SLV Health 
called the “Pay It Forward” program. 
This program allows the employees of 
SLV Health to donate money through-
out the year for the purpose to help the 
hospital’s patients and families.

For more information about donating 
to the SLV Health Foundation, please 
contact Kelly Gurule, SLV Health 
foundation director, at 719-587-5707 or 
Dawn Krebs, SLV Health Foundation 
assistant, at 719-587-6359. Information 
on the SLV Foundation can be found at 
www.sanluisvalleyhealth.org. 

Courtesy photo by Dawn Krebs

Maria Ochoa De Ornelas and her son, Leo De Ornelas, are very grateful for the generous dona-
tion of a wheelchair from the employees at SLV Health. With them in the picture are, from left, 
Sherrie Langford, ultrasound technician; Robyn Williams, imaging supervisor; Dan Malouff, 
radiology technician; Paul Jiron, staff technician; Barbara Carlsen, mammography technician; 
and Daniela Mannerberg, ultrasound student.

Hospital employees donate wheelchair
Ochoa De Ornelas 

sporting new 

wheels courtesy 

of SLV Health ALAMOSA — There is 
still time for cancer survi-
vors to sign up for the Ex-
ercise and Cancer Survi-
vorship study through the 
Adams State University 
Department of Kinesiology 
and SLV Health. 

The program begins Feb. 
3, but will continue to add 
participants until Feb. 15.

Anyone who has ever 
been diagnosed with any 
type of cancer is eligible to 
be included in the program.

For more information, 
including how to partici-
pate in the study, please 
contact Alexis Colwell, 
ASU kinesiology gradu-
ate student supervisor, 
at colwellak1@grizzlies.
adams.edu 303-547-6761 
or Professor of Kinesiology 
Tracey Robinson, Ph.D., at 
tlrobins@adams.edu 719-
587-7663.

It’s not 
too late to 

join SLV’s 
program
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Donald 

E. Valdez

God 
bless 

America ...
HOLLYWOOD — Billboard reports 

that Ozz Osbourne’s latest challenge to 
his dizzy, merry life is the revelation 
that he’s got Parkinson’s. 

His wife Sharon says it has done 
wonders toward improving his foreplay. 
They discovered Ozzy’s illness in a music 
store last week when he tried to shoplift 
a tambourine.

The World Health 
Organization re-
ported Tuesday that 
China has stepped 
up its battle against 
the spread of Corona 
Virus by quarantin-
ing 100 million Chi-
nese people living in 
Hubei province. 

The rapid spread 
is of the virus is no 
surprise. After all, 
the face masks were 
made in China.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
on Tuesday trumpeted Trump’s promise 
to the World Economic Forum in Swit-
zerland last week when the president 
promised in his closing remarks to plant 
1 trillion trees. However, it was too late. 
California marijuana growers already 
beat him to it.

Men’s Health said Baby Boomers can 
live 10 years longer with a vegan life-
style that’s alcohol and drug free. The 
fun’s over. I miss my 20s in L.A., when 
I could sprinkle salt on a huge steak, 
pour ketchup on the French fries, then 
order a big sugary dessert and be too 
coked up to eat any of it. 

Alan Dershowitz defended President 
Trump in the Senate trial Tuesday. He’s 
a TV lawyer on cable and film. In The 
People vs. O.J. Simpson, Evan Handler 
played Dershowitz, Cuba Gooding Jr. 
played O.J., David Schwimmer played 
Robert Kardashian and John Travolta 
played Marcia Clarke.

A Sonoma County winery spilled 
70,000 gallons of wine into a creek last 
week. The president needs to tread 
carefully. 

He can claim credit for the economy, 
the border wall and trade deals, but 
if Trump starts claiming he’s turning 
water into wine, Jesus’s lawyers will 
come for his butt.

President Trump admitted in a Holo-
caust Remembrance Day message to the 
world that the United States was late 
in entering the last two World Wars. 

However he vowed we will be there 
bright and early for the next one. Noth-
ing scares me like a 23-year-old man 
who’s willing to die for his country.

Hillary Clinton attended the Sun-
dance Film Festival and personally 
supervised the screening of her docu-
mentary Hillary. 

Her onstage introduction of the movie 
was a little chilly. Hillary can’t order a 
projectionist to kill the lights without 
you wondering how much dirt the lights 
had on Hillary. 

Joe Biden’s son Hunter complied with 
a court order Tuesday and agreed to pay 
child support to the Washington D.C. 
stripper who had his baby 17 months 
ago. 

Reporters were all over his father for 
a reaction. Joe Biden insisted he never 
talked to Hunter about how women get 
pregnant.

President Trump introduced his com-
prehensive Middle East Peace Plan on 
Tuesday, which he is trying to sell to 
both sides as The Deal of the Century. 

In his proposal he divides the Dead 
Sea exactly in half. 

The Israelis get one half and the Pal-
estinians get the other half, that is, the 
bottom half. 

President Trump’s Middle East peace 
plan was introduced Tuesday to great 
fanfare. 

He sees it as a win-win-win. It sections 
off an independent Palestine, it leaves 
Israeli West Bank settlements intact 
and it allows President Trump to open 
up a disco in Jerusalem and call it Let 
My People Go-Go.

The New York Times released its 
Democratic presidential candidate en-
dorsement last week on the week before 
the Iowa caucuses. 

It was a foregone conclusion. The 
Times had no choice but to endorse 
Amy Klobuchar and Liz Warren after 
McGovern and Mondale missed the fil-
ing deadline. 

Graceland’s website posted Elvis’s 
family tree showing great-great-great 
grandmother Nancy Burdine was Jew-
ish, and descending from her unbroken 
matrilineal line made him Jewish. 
Last week, there finally appeared solid 
evidence Elvis is indeed dead. He was 
registered to vote in Chicago.

Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at Ar-
gus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Rep. Valdez outlines legislative priorities
Letter to the Editor: I am excited to 

be a part of the 72nd General Assembly 
and look forward to a productive session 
with my fellow legislators. Below I have 
outlined my legislative priorities for this 
session.  I have worked in a bipartisan 
manner and will continue to do so this 
session, as well as use my voice to rep-
resent southern Colorado.

High-quality edu-
cation is critical to 
the success of our 
communities and 
our nation. Our 
students, teachers, 
and schools must be 
provided with the 
knowledge and tools 
to succeed. Three key 
areas include proper 
funding for PK-12 
schools, access to 
affordable higher 
education for all stu-
dents, and school safety measures. We 
know that college is not for everyone, 
but we must ensure that students have 
options, including access to vocational 
and trade schools. Education is the key 
to accessing opportunities; without a 
quality education, many Coloradans will 
not progress in their own desired goals. 

Colorado needs a transportation 
system that benefits every part of the 
state.  Investing in the infrastructure 
of our roads and bridges, along with 
broadband access for rural communi-

ties in the state is critical to this area. 
We need to build an economy that 

works for all and guarantee that every-
one across the state can benefit from a 
strong economy. All too often, we see 
Coloradans who cannot keep up with 
the rising cost of living, particularly as 
wages remain stagnant.  Ensuring the 
workforce receives fair compensation 
and providing professional development 
opportunities will help the workforce 
qualify for higher paying jobs in their 
field.

Instead of rolling back environmental 
protections, we need to protect our clean 
air and water and protect the Colorado 
way of life by preserving our natural 
environment.  Let us make sure that 
future generations can enjoy everything 
our beautiful state has to offer. We also 
need to protect our soils and recognize 
that without healthy soils, we will not 
have a healthy food system. 

 Colorado needs an affordable health-
care system that works for everyone.  
We need to address the skyrocketing 
costs of prescription drugs, increase 
access to mental health resources, and 
make sure rural Coloradans can access 
the care they need.

The opioid crisis has devastated com-
munities across the state.  It is vital that 
our response includes treatment and 
education as a dual-pronged approach 
to curtail the impact and reduce future 
devastation due to the crisis.

Two of the bills that I am sponsoring 

so far are HB20-1030 and HB20-1042.  
HB20-1030 creates a single annual fleet 
overweight permit for fleets that include 
both quad axle grouping and vehicle 
combinations with a trailer that has two 
or three axles.  HB20-1042 modifies the 
dates for a bill that was passed last year, 
HB19-1279, that limits the use of fire re-
tardant substances (perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances) for training 
purposes and requires manufacturers to 
notify purchasers of items that contain 
these substances.  The goal of the bill 
is to eventually move the state to a less 
toxic firefighting substance so we can 
protect our water sources and the com-
munities who depend on those sources. 

I have already had the opportunity 
to meet with various community mem-
bers from my district at the Capitol, 
including 4H and FFA leaders on Mon-
day.  These are the next generation of 
farmers in our communities and it is 
important that we recognize them and 
support them.  My door is always open 
to meet with members and leaders of 
the community.   

It is valuable that we educate others 
to register to vote and that they vote 
in every election, including the Presi-
dential Primary on Tuesday, March 
3rd. I ask for your support and vote 
for reelection for State Representative 
House District 62.

Respectfully,
Donald E. Valdez

Changing times: cell phones, photos, polaroids
The late Ricky Nelson recorded a nice 

song, advising his then-young listeners, 
and I paraphrase, “You can’t please every-
one, so you gotta please yourself.” 

Sometimes, one can’t 
even do that. 

He really didn’t, ad-
venturing into life ac-
tivities that wouldn’t 
please anyone but 
himself, especially the 
pseudo comfort of mind-
altering substances. 

His now-aging fans 
have long moved on. 
In today’s world, the 
supermarket checkout 
tabloids get on an ugly 
topic and stay there 
until something nastier comes along.  

My first tabloid purchase was so I could 
read about some member of royalty who 
was gambling himself into the streets. That 
name pops up again once in a while but 
the paper stays out of my cart. 

My dad was addicted to gambling and I 
knew when he had gone overboard. I still 
love simple pasta and I force myself to 
gamble if the lottery jackpot is high enough. 

When I was a teenager, three editions 
usually satisfied my desire to know all 
about a celebrity or situation. I bought 
raffle tickets from high school students 
and wrote a school essay on how people 

from other planets would view our world. 
Life moved on. Haircuts changed, bobby 

socks yielded to nylons and the boys went 
away to war in Southeast Asia. 

Alamosa was a simple, safe place. 
Sitting outside Alamosa High School 

waiting for the grandson, I realized that, 
while times have changed, teens haven’t, 
even though their options have grown. 

The cell phone has changed many of 
them, for sure.  

Ease of photography is one of the big-
gest differences. Sharing photos in the 
1960s was a complicated and relatively 
expensive process. Rolls of film were taken 
to the drugstore and emerged, in about a 
week along with an envelope containing 
negatives. The folks loved that. They would 
get reprints during the holidays and mail 
photos to all their friends and relatives. 

I confess, since age 10, that’s why I have 
hated to have my picture taken. 

A “selfie?” Heaven forbid. 
It took wangling, begging and finally 

threatening to get me into a family group 
photo. When each roll of film was developed, 
I was half-grinning and my mom, who was 
studying psychology, bemoaned the self 
image she thought I once had. 

Now that my teeth are gone and I’m 
looking at dental plans, she would howl 
in agony. 

Today, my children dig in photo boxes 
for pictures of me. They found one on a 

press identification card. The old half-grin. 
The new thing on my family’s “please 

do-it” list is a studio photo — after I find 
a dentist who will take payments. They 
want cash or insurance up front. You can’t 
repossess teeth. 

I get by without smiling, but fine dining 
is out of the question. 

Self-image has yielded to self-concept. 
I’m still wondering where people stash 

their self-images. 
Under fire for reference to a long-gone 

protest symbol, I think I need a new one. 
I am not angry that people disagree. 

At least someone knew I wrote about it.  

Sylvia 

Lobato

Native Writes

Argus

Hamilton

Today is the 31st day of 2020 and the 
42nd day of winter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1958, Explorer 1 
was launched, marking the first successful 
launch of an American satellite into orbit.

In 1968, the North Vietnamese Tet Of-
fensive began in South Vietnam.

In 2010, James Cameron’s “Avatar” 
became the first film to reach a worldwide 

gross of $2 billion.
TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1999, Hall of 

Fame quarterback John Elway won his 
second consecutive Super Bowl and the 
final game of his NFL playing career, 
leading the Denver Broncos to a 34-19 
victory over the Atlanta Falcons in Super 
Bowl XXXIII. Elway was also selected as 
the game’s MVP.

Tet Offensive started 52 years ago
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Church Calendar

Candidates find it’s hard to compromise on abortion

ALAMOSA — Our life desires whole-
ness. 

In the Gospel of Thomas, Jesus said, 
“If you bring forth what is within you, 
what you bring forth will save you. If 
you do not bring forth what is within 
you, what you do not bring forth will 
destroy you.” 

Uncover the gift of your hidden whole-
ness will be the topic brought forth by 

Jan Oen at the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in Alamosa. 

This work is based upon the Touch-
stones Project from the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association of Congregations. 

The UUs meets at 10:30 a.m. in the 
community hall of the Presbyterian 
Church, 330 San Juan Ave. 

Call Jan Oen, 719-480-4771, for ad-
ditional information.

Salvation/wholeness, letting one’s life speak

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

President Donald Trump and Demo-
crat Pete Buttigieg recently offered 
radically different stands on abortion, 
as both attempted to reach out to 
Catholic and evangelical swing voters 
trapped between 
their parties.

Trump made his-
tory as the first 
president to speak 
in person at the 
national March for 
Life, which marks 
the anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade.

“All of us here un-
derstand an eter-
nal truth: Every 
child is a precious 
and sacred gift 
from God. Together, we must protect, 
cherish and defend the dignity and 
the sanctity of every human life,” said 
Trump, who for years backed abortion 
rights and Planned Parenthood. He 
insists that his views have evolved, 
like those of Republican hero Ronald 
Reagan.

“When we see the image of a baby 
in the womb, we glimpse the majesty 
of God’s creation. ... When we watch a 
child grow, we see the splendor that 
radiates from each human soul. One 
life changes the world,” he said.

While commentators stressed that 
Trump attended the march to please 
his conservative evangelical base, this 
massive event in Washington, D.C., 
draws a complex crowd that is hard to 
label. It includes, for example, Catho-
lics and evangelicals from groups that 
have been critical of Trump’s personal 
life and ethics, as well as his stands on 
immigration, the death penalty and 
related issues.

Videos of this year’s march showed 
many signs praising the president, 

but also signs critical of his bruising 
brand of politics.

A Facebook post by a Catholic priest 
— Father Jeffrey Dauses of the Diocese 
of Baltimore — captured this tension. 
Telling pro-lifers to “wake up,” Dauses 
attacked what he called Trump’s “cal-
lous disregard for the poor, for immi-
grants and refugees, for women ... This 
man is not pro-life. He is pro-himself.”

Meanwhile, Buttigieg — an openly 
gay Episcopalian — did something 
even more daring when he appeared 
at a Fox News town hall in Iowa. One 
of the toughest questions he faced 
came from the leader of a network of 
Democrats opposed to abortion.

“Do you want the support of pro-
life Democrats?” asked Kristen Day, 
president of Democrats for Life. “Would 
you support more moderate platform 
language in the Democratic Party 
to ensure that the party of diversity 
and inclusion really does include ev-
erybody?”

Some previous platforms, she noted, 
affirmed that all Democrats were wel-
come — even if their beliefs clashed 
with the party’s pro-abortion-rights 
orthodoxy. Now, Day added, the “plat-
form contains language that basically 
says that we don’t belong, we have no 
part in the party because it says abor-
tion should be legal up to nine months.”

Buttigieg refused to compromise, 
even though he has repeatedly stressed 
his credentials as a moderate Demo-
crat striving to woo #NeverTrump 
Republicans and religious believers 
who abandoned his party in 2016.

“I’m not going to try to earn your vote 
by tricking you,” he replied. “I know 
that the difference of opinion that you 
and I have is one that we have come 
by honestly. 

“And the best that I can offer — and 
it may win your vote and, if not, I 

understand. The best that I can offer 
is that, if we can’t agree on where to 
draw the line, the next best thing we 
can do is agree on who should draw the 
line. And in my view, it’s the woman 
who is faced with that decision in her 
own life. ...

“I support the Roe v. Wade framework 
that holds that early in pregnancy 
there are very few restrictions and, 
later in pregnancy, there are very few 
exceptions.”

This is tricky terrain in an age in 
which many voters say they want com-
promise. Recent polling by the Marist 
Institute for Public Opinion found that 
nearly two-thirds of those contacted 
— including 44% of Democrats — said 
they wanted to vote for a candidate who 
supports policies restricting abortion 

after the first trimester.
However, this latest Buttigieg re-

sponse echoed his words in an earlier 
Fox News town hall, when he opposed 
restrictions on third-trimester abor-
tions.

Under those circumstances, he said, 
the “bottom line is — as horrible as 
that choice is — that woman, that fam-
ily may seek spiritual guidance, they 
may seek medical guidance, but that 
decision is not going to be made any 
better, medically or morally, because 
the government is dictating how that 
decision should be made.”

Terry Mattingly leads GetReligion.
org and lives in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see. He is a senior fellow at the Overby 
Center at the University of Mississippi.

ALAMOSA — “I am looking forward 
to this summer and it looks like we will 
have quite a few volunteers helping out 
residents in our communities this sum-
mer,” said Suzanne Tolsma, manager, 
Christian Community Service Projects 
said by email. “So, now I need residents 
to let me know that they need help.

“Even though the snow is falling, we 

are looking forward to this summer,  
Christian Community Service Projects 
is now accepting applications for home 
repair.”  

If someone knows one who is needing 
an extra hand around the house with 
painting, yard work or small construction 
jobs, please give Suzanne a call at 719-
589-2330 or e-mail at ccsp@gojade.org.

Christian Community Service ready to help

Holy Week marks the most solemn and 
revered period on the Christian calendar. 
Holy Week helps to mark the Paschal 
Mystery, which includes the Passion, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of 
Jesus Christ.

Many events unfolded in a short period 
of time during the final days of Christ’s 
physical existence on earth.

To learn more about Holy Week and 
the miracle of Easter, visit www.catholic.
org. TF194850

Christian Holy Week right around corner



Results 

Adams State Basketball
Jan. 24

Colorado Christian 77, ASU 51 (W)
ASU 101, Colorado Christian 82 (M)

Jan. 25
ASU 73, Regis 65 (W)
Regis 99, ASU 94 (M)

Prep Basketball
Jan. 24

Sanford 41, Center 28 (G)
Sanford 49, Center 38 (B)

Del Norte 43, Sargent 19 (G)
Moffat-MV 53, Sierra Grande 46 (G) 
Sierra Grande 56, Moffat-MV 47 (B) 

Pagosa Springs 75, Monte Vista 19 (G)
Centauri 65, Bayfield 46 (B)

Alamosa 68, Montezuma-Cortez 48 (B)
Jan. 25

Primero 57, Moffat-MV 47 (B) 
Centennial 63, Manzanola 52 (G) 
Manzanola 50, Centennial 29 (B) 

Del Norte 62, Custer County 24 (G)
Del Norte 63, Custer County 47 (B)

Sanford 36, Sargent 18 (G)
Sanford 73, Sargent 31 (G)

Sangre de Cristo 72, Antonito 29 (G) 
Sangre de Cristo 69, Antonito 14 (B) 

Bayfield 46, Monte Vista 24 (G)
Monte Vista 49, Bayfield 32 (B)

Centauri 57, Montezuma-Cortez 28 (G)
Centauri 69, Montezuma-Cortez 55 (B)

Pagosa Springs 35, Alamosa 24 (G)
Alamosa 57, Pagosa Springs 49 (B)

Jan. 28
Crested Butte 48, Center 43 (B)
 Florence 43, Monte Vista 27 (G)

Jan. 30
Cotopaxi 44, Moffat-Mtn Valley 26 (G)
Cotopaxi 52, Moffat-Mtn Valley 31 (G)

Adams State Swimming
Jan. 25

Western Colorado 155, ASU 50 (W) 

Adams State Wrestling
Jan. 30

ASU 26, CSU-P 19

Prep Wrestling
Jan. 23

Del Norte 30, Sargent 24
Sierra Grande- Centennial 48, Del Norte 28
Sierra Grande- Centennial 53, Sargent 11

Jan. 25
Platte Valley Duals

Monte Vista 40, Arvada West 36
Platte Valley 58, Monte Vista 18 

2020 Screaming Eagle
18. Center - 30

Bobcat Invite
2.SG-Centennial- 102, 6. Del Norte-41, 8.Sargent - 

34.5, 9. Mountain Valley - 33
Jan. 30

Pagosa Springs 42, Alamosa 36
Bayfield 42, Monte Vista 29

Centauri 67, Montezuma-Cortez 11

Upcoming Events
Adams State Basketball
Jan. 31

5:30/7:30 p.m. Westminster at ASU (W/M)
Feb. 1

5:30/7:30 p.m.  Dixie State at ASU (W/M)

Prep Basketball
Jan. 31

1 p.m. Creede at Primero (B) 
3 p.m. Center at Sierra Grande (G/B)
5 p.m.  South Park at Sargent (G/B)

5 p.m.  Custer County at Sanford (G/B)

5 p.m.  Centennial at Aguilar (G)
5:30/ 7 p.m. La Veta at Sangre de Cristo (G/B)

5:30/ 7 p.m. Monte Vista at Cortez (G/B)
5:30/ 7 p.m. Centauri at Alamosa (G/B)

Feb. 1
1:30/ 3 p.m. Bayfield at Alamosa (G/B)
2 p.m. Sangre de Cristo at Swink (G/B)

3 p.m. Center at South Park (G/B)
5:30 p.m. Del Norte at Sanford (G/B)

5/6 p.m. Antonito at Sierra Grande (G/B) 

Prep Swimming (G)
Feb. 1

9 a.m. La Junta, Salida vs Sargent (at ASU)

Prep Wrestling 
Jan. 31

Kourtney Lake Duals
Centauri, Del Norte, Monte Vista, Sargent, Sierra 

Grande-Centennial at Center
Feb. 1

Dual State Tournament
Alamosa at Pueblo West

Valley Classic
9 a.m. Centauri, Del Norte, Monte Vista, Moun-

tain Valley, Sargent, Sierra Grande-Centennial at 
Center

Schedules subject to change

Adult Volleyball League
ALAMOSA — Alamosa Parks and Recreation Adult 

Volleyball registration is open.
Team Registration: Jan 8 - Feb 5, 2020

Team Fee: $100 Player Fee: $30/Division
Player Registration: Opens Jan 8, 2020

Season: mid - Feb to late - April (min. 10 season 
games + tourney)

For more information, contact the AFRC · (719) 589-
2105; Website: www.AlamosaRec.org 

Sports Bulletin
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Falcons tame Panthers at home dual
By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor

LA JARA — Centauri wrestling 
picked up a win at home in a dual 
against Montezuma-Cortez by a score of 
67-11. The Falcons picked up 8 forfeits 
Thursday night as well as a fall and two 
technical falls. 

The Falcons come away from a suc-
cessful weekend at the High Desert 
Tiger Duals at Aztec High School in 
New Mexico. In two rounds of duals, 
Centauri went 4-1 overall through 
five duals. One of which coming over 
Intermountain League (IML) familiar 
Bayfield. 

Thursday night was Centauri’s meet-
ing with the Cortez Panthers. Following 
a forfeit, at 106 pounds to Centauri’s 
Mario Vigil, it was Centauri’s Xander 
Lopez against Jayven Valdez of M-CHS 
at 113 pounds. Panther Valdez tied the 
team scores with a fall at 1:15. 

A forfeit to Centauri’s Robert Coombs 
at 120 pounds put the Falcons back 

ahead 12-6. The next contested weight 
was 126 between Cyrus Sandoval of Cen-
tauri and Austin Featherman of Cortez. 
Featherman controlled the match to the 
tune of a 15-0 Technical Fall bringing 
Montezuma-Cortez within one, Falcons 
leading 12-11. 

On the Mat, wrestling ranks Eyan 
Chavez as the No. 2 138 pounder in 
the 2A class. Thursday night Chavez 
wrestled at 132 pounds and picked up 
20 points in takedowns, putting on 
a clinic before getting the fall to put 
Centauri ahead 18-11. 

Centauri’s 138-pound slot was aptly 
manned by Ivan Lopez on Thursday. 
Lopez also piled up the points, getting 
too far ahead on the scoreboard to fin-
ish with a Fall, earning a Technical 
Fall with a 21-6 lead. 

A forfeit to Centauri’s Jordan Martin 
at 145 pounds gave the Falcons a 29-
11 lead and carried the night to the 
last contested weights of the evening. 

At 152 pounds Centauri’s Erik Mes-

tas met Ethan Root of Cortez. Root 
got the better of the exchanges in the 
first two periods using a takedown 
and an escape to take a 3-2 lead enter-
ing the final period. There, the 11th 
ranked 152 pounder, Mestas, scored 
two takedowns and outlasted Root to 
a 6-4 decision. 

The 160-pound match between Zach 
Buhr and Casen Allmon would be the 
final match of the night. Buhr did his 
part to make sure there was never a 
doubt. As On the Mat’s No. 10 ranked 

wrestler in 2A, Buhr scored early and 
often with 9 Near Fall points propel-
ling the Centauri sophomore to a 17-2 
Technical Fall. The 5 forfeits that fol-
lowed completed the night at 67-11 in 
Centauri’s favor. 

The Falcons will have a short turn-
around. Centauri will head north for 
the weekend. Friday the Falcons will 
take part in the Kourtney Lake Duals 
in Center, they will be back in Center 
on Saturday for the Valley Classic 
Wrestling Tournament. 

Grizzlies optimistic entering weekend
By CORRI ZAIGER

ASU Sports Information
ALAMOSA — The Adams State 

Grizzlies Men’s and Women’s Bas-
ketball teams are back in action 
at home for the second straight 
weekend, as they prepare for the 
Westminster Griffins on Friday 
and the Dixie State Trailblazers 
on Saturday. Women’s games will 
begin at 5:30 nights with tip-off for 
the Men directly following at 7:30.

On the Men’s Side
The Grizzlies went 1-1 last week-

end in a pair of conference games, 
defeating Colorado Christian on 
Friday and losing a back and forth 
game to Regis on Saturday. The 
Grizzlies have picked up their 
shooting as of late, and have got-
ten exceptional guard play led by 
Juwan Green and Szymon Walczak. 
They now prepare for a pair of Utah 
teams, both of which come into 

the weekend with winning records 
both overall in within RMAC play. 
Westminster makes the long trip to 
Alamosa fresh off of a decisive 77-
62 victory against Colorado Mesa. 
The Griffins sit at 12-7 overall and 
7-6 in conference play. The Griz-
zlies hope to shatter their 3-game 
win streak Friday night at Plachy 
Hall. On Saturday, the Grizzlies 

are set to host 19th-ranked Dixie 
State, who come in winners of 5 
in a row. Their last loss, however, 
came against MSU-Denver who the 
Grizzlies demolished at home 91-
73 back on January 4th. This is a 
testament to the fact that no one is 
untouchable in the Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference, and the Griz-
zlies have shown that when they 
play to their top potential, they can 
beat just about anyone.

On the Women’s Side
Last weekend featured both a 

lackluster loss on Friday night 
against Colorado Christian, as well 
as a dominant victory over Regis, 
which gave the Grizzlies their 
third win of the season. They now 
turn their sights to Westminster 
and Dixie State, both of which 
present diff icult challenges for 
the Grizzlies, with each coming in 
with a winning record. Friday, the 

Grizzlies will take on 21st-ranked 
Westminster, who were upset last 
Friday 44-45 by Western Colorado. 
They then followed up the tough 
defeat with a 55-51 victory over 
Colorado Mesa, which put them at 
11-2 within RMAC play. Saturday’s 
game against Dixie State features 
another tough matchup against the 
Trail Blazers, who come in with an 
8-5 RMAC record. This weekend’s 
Women’s Basketball games will 
both be “Pink-Out” games, and fans 
are encouraged to wear pink to the 
games to support Play for Kay, a 
cause commemorating former NCAA 
coach Kay Yow, and raising aware-
ness for all forms of women’s cancer.

Tip-off for the women’s games 
both nights are set for 5:30 with 
the men directly following at 7:30 
from Plachy Hall. Remember to 
wear pink and come out to support 
your Grizzlies.

Courier photo by Stephen Jiron

Centauri junior Zach Buhr tosses opponent Casen Allmon during the 160 pound 
match of Thursday night’s dual between the Falcons and Montezuma-Cortez. 

Molina signs Letter of 
Intent to Metro State

Photo courtesy of Alamos High

Alamosa’s Allyah Molina signed her National Letter of Intent to continue her 
education at Metro State University-Denver. Molina will be running with the 
Roadrunners under Alamosa’s own Nicholas Lara who is a member of both the 
Track and Field and the Cross-Country coaching staff.
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For the month of Febru-
ary, Narrow Gauge Book 
Coop is featuring local pho-
tographer Kyle Burnett, 
and the public is invited to 
an artist reception from 12 
p.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.

Burnett has dabbled in 
photography for as long 
as he can remember, and 
loves looking for unique 
scenes that stand out. 

“I’m 40 minutes away 
from two amazing moun-
tain ranges, so I have such 
a diverse ecological area to 
observe and photograph,” 
he said. “Beauty is always 
around us, if we’re willing 
to look for it.”

A San Luis valley resi-
dent, Burnett was born 
and raised in Monte Vista. 

He will be present at the 
artist reception to meet 
the public and discuss his 
artistic process.

Calendar brief: Narrow 
Gauge Book Coop will be 
holding an Artist’s Recep-
tion from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday or Kyle Bur-
nett, the February Artist 
of the Month. 

The Coop is located at 
602 Main Street in down-
town Alamosa. 

For more information, 
call 719-589-3464.

Narrow Gauge Book 
Coop is open from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. For more infor-
mation on volunteering, or 
taking part in the owner 
and member opportuni-
ties, stop by the store, go on 
the Facebook page, email 
narrowgauge.coop@gmail.
com or call 719-589-3464. 
The coop is located at 602 
Main Street in Alamosa.

Kyle Burnett is the Artist of the Month for February at the Narrow Gauge Book 
Coop in downtown Alamosa.

Artist reception at Book Coop

Burnett 

earns artist 

of month 

honors
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DENVER — Colorado’s 
Most Endangered Places 
List was announced today 
by CBS4 Meteorologist 
Dave Aguilera at Colorado 
Preservation, Inc.’s 2020 
Saving Places® Confer-
ence at the Sheraton 
Downtown Denver Hotel.

Since 1998, Colorado 
Preservation, Inc., has 
been working with com-
munities throughout the 
state to save endangered 
historic buildings, land-
scapes and archaeological 
sites through its Endan-
gered Places Program. 
Four diverse places were 
listed, two important sites 
were recognized as saved 
and one important site 
moved from alert to prog-
ress.  

Two sites previously 
listed as Colorado’s Most 
Endangered Places were 
recognized as saves:

1. Denver & Rio Grande 
Antonito Depot (Conejos 
County)

2 El Corazon de Trini-
dad Distinctive Commer-
cial District (Las Animas 
County.

2020 marks the 23rd 
anniversary of Colorado 
Preservation, Inc.’s Sav-
ing Places® Confer-

ence and Most Endan-
gered Places list. This pro-
gram provides advocacy, 
awareness, and technical 
assistance to significant 
historic sites throughout 
Colorado that are in dan-
ger of being lost.  Colorado 
Preservation, Inc. devotes 
staff time and resources 
to raise funds and rally 
concerned citizens so that 
listed as well as un-listed 
sites can be saved. In 23 
years, the Colorado’s Most 
Endangered Places pro-
gram has highlighted 127 
historic sites throughout 
the state; 50 sites have 
been SAVED and only 
seven have been lost. The 
program has a wide reach, 
with sites located in every 
region of the state in 49 of 
the 64 counties. 

Four historic sites were 
selected for the 2020 list 
of Colorado’s Most Endan-
gered Places:

1.Antelope Springs 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church (Morgan County), 
2. Isis Theatre (Teller 
County), 3. East Por-
tal Camp Cabins (Gil-
pin County), and 4. The 
Southern Ute Boarding 
School Campus.(La Plata 
County)

Colorado’s Most 
Endangered 

Places
Denver & Rio Grande Antonito 

Depot classified as saved

Courtesy photos

Denver & Rio Grande Antonito Depot, pictured above, is off the endangered list.

Courtesy photos

El Corazon de Trinidad Distinctive Commercial District 
is off the endangered list.

TAOS, N.M. — Beginning Feb. 1 and continuing 
for up to 30 days, the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) will be conducting prescribed burns in the Río 
Grande del Norte National Monument on the Guada-
lupe Mountains, located 1 mile south of Cerro, N.M.  
Smoke may be visible from highways NM 522, U.S. 
285 and U.S. 64.

On Feb. 1, BLM will hold a community meeting about 
the Guadalupe Mountain Prescribed Fire project at the 
Wild Rivers Recreation Visitor Center located at 1120 
Cerro Road in Cerro, N.M. from 1-3 p.m.  The goal of 
the public meeting is to share information about the 
project, as well as discuss how the project could affect 
the community. The BLM will be available to answer 
questions from the public.

This project employs management-ignited prescribed 
fire to reduce hazardous fuel loadings that could con-
tribute to high intensity crown fire under the right 
conditions.  Historic uses and active fire suppression 
have interrupted the natural fire regime in this fire-
dependent ecosystem.  This has resulted in hazardous 
fuel accumulations and increased stand densities, 
which contribute to the decline of wildlife habitat and 
the potential of catastrophic wildfire.

For further information, contact acting Fire Man-
agement Officer Kyle Sahd at 575-751-4767.  You can 
also follow implementation of this project on NMFire-
Info.com, on Twitter @nmfireinfo or on Facebook.com/
nmfireinfo.

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of 
public land located primarily in 12 Western states, 
including Alaska. The BLM also administers 700 mil-
lion acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout 
the nation. In fiscal year 2018, the diverse activities 
authorized on BLM-managed lands generated $105 
billion in economic output across the country. This eco-
nomic activity supported 471,000 jobs and contributed 
substantial revenue to the U.S. Treasury and state 
governments, mostly through royalties on minerals.

BLM Taos field office 
plans prescribed 
burns near Tres 
Piedras and Cerro
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ALAMOSA — The Na-
tional Council on Teacher 
Quality (NCTQ) recently 
recognized the Adams 
State University Teacher 
Education Department for 
their strong preparation 
in reading instruction for 
future elementary educa-
tors. The Adams State 
Teacher Education under-
graduate program earned 
an ‘A’ in the 2020 Teacher 
Prep Review.

“We are pleased that 
our elementary education 
program was one of only 
five in Colorado recognized 
with this rating and we 
believe it accurately re-
flects the high quality 
of teacher training we 
provide at Adams State 
University,” said Curtis 
Garcia, Teacher Education 
Department Chair.

According to NCTQ, the 
Adams State Teacher Edu-
cation program was part of 
a small group – only about 
a quarter of programs na-
tionwide – to qualify for an 
‘A’ by providing a combina-
tion of the following:

Explicit instruction on 
each of the five compo-
nents of reading instruc-
tion;

Support for instruc-
tion with high-quality 
textbooks that accurately 
detail established princi-
ples of scientifically-based 
reading practices; and,

Evidence that teacher 
candidates must demon-
strate mastery through in-
class assignments, tests, 
and fieldwork.

The latest national find-
ings are a positive sign for 
newly energized move-
ment across the nation to 
bring down notoriously 
high rates of illiteracy in 
the United States. Each 
year, well over a million 
public school students 
arriving in the fourth 
grade are added to the 
nation’s ranks of nonread-
ers. Two-thirds are black 
and Hispanic children 
struggling in the face of 

an inequitable education 
system. Reading abil-
ity is a key predictor of 
future educational gains 
and life success, making 
successful reading instruc-
tion essential to achieving 
educational equity.

Now in its fourth edition, 
the Teacher Prep Review 
assigns a team of literacy 
experts to examine every 
course a program requires 
in early reading, looking 
at the planned topics to be 
covered in each class, read-
ing, assignments, practice 
opportunities, and tests, 
as well as rating the qual-
ity of the textbooks used in 
each course. These experts 
look for clear evidence of 
dedicated course time as 
well as measures where as-
piring teachers must dem-
onstrate their knowledge 
of the five key components 
of the science of reading: 
phonemic awareness, pho-
nics, fluency, vocabulary, 
and comprehension.

“The scale is now tipping 
in favor of science, and 
the real winners are the 
teachers who will enter 
the classroom ready to 
teach and their students 
who will learn to read,” 
said Kate Walsh, NCTQ 
President.

The National Council 
on Teacher Quality is a 
nonpartisan research and 
policy group committed to 
modernizing the teaching 
profession and based on 
the belief that all children 
deserve effective teachers. 
It recognizes that it is not 
teachers who bear respon-
sibility for their profes-
sion’s many challenges, 
but the institution with 
the greatest authority and 
influence over teachers. 
For more information visit 
nctq.org.

Report and photo cour-
tesy of a press release from 
Linda Relyea 719-587-
7827; lsrelyea@adams.
edu; www.adams.edu/
news.

It’s an ‘A’ 
for Adams 

State Teacher 
Education

The Adams State Teacher Education program was part of a small group – only about a quarter of programs 
nationwide – to qualify for an ‘A’ in Teacher Quality Review. Pictured, Carolyn Casale, Ph.D. assistant pro-
fessor of teacher education, (center) has students take time to connect on their first day of class in the fall 
of 2019.

DENVER — The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
released proposed regulations Thursday that weak-
ened enforcement of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, a 
foundational wildlife conservation law passed in 1918. 

For decades, the law has been used to hold companies 
accountable for killing birds in oil spills and other en-
vironmental disasters, most notably in the Deepwater 
Horizon explosion. 

The proposal released Thursday codified a highly 
controversial legal opinion issued by Interior Solicitor 
Daniel Jorjani, a former Koch advisor, which declared 
the law only applies when companies intentionally 
kill birds.

In response, the Center for Western Priorities re-
leased the following statement from Executive Director 
Jennifer Rokala:

“This radical interpretation of the law has already 
allowed oil companies to kill birds without repercus-
sions. Now, the Trump administration wants to make 
sure extractive industries can continue to kill birds 
after they leave office.

“Secretary Bernhardt’s former oil industry clients 
have explicitly asked for this policy change, and now 
he is delivering. It seems there are no limits to what 
Bernhardt will do to shred wildlife protections at the 
behest of drilling and mining companies. Finalizing 
this proposal would only sign the death warrants of 
millions of birds across the country.”

Public comments submitted in 2017 by the Inde-
pendent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA), a 
former client of Interior Secretary Bernhardt, ask the 
agency to clarify that the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
does not include incidental take, both by rescinding 
an Obama-era legal opinion and by instituting a new 
rulemaking — both of which have now been done. The 
Center for Investigative Reporting has reported on 
recordings that show IPAA executives bragging about 
their direct access to David Bernhardt.

An investigation by the New York Times found that 
in the wake of Interior Solicitor Jorjani’s legal opinion, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has largely stopped 
investigating bird deaths and discouraged local govern-
ments and businesses from taking precautionary steps 
to protect birds.

Press release for the report courtesy of Aaron Weiss, 
Deputy Director, Center for Western Priorities.

Trump proposal 
weakens effect of 
Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act
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HELP WANTED

THE ALAMOSA PO-
LICE Depar tment is 
seeking a FT Police Of-
ficer, $19.86 per hour to 
join the Alamosa Police 
Department. Some du-
ties include, protecting 
the lives, health, welfare, 
and property of individu-
als within the city limits 
by enforcing municipal, 
state, and federal statutes, 
ordinances, and laws. For 
a full job description and 
to apply please visit the 
cityofalamosa.org. Open 
until filled. (2/15)
ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks appli-
cants for a Police Officer 
I position in the ASU 
Police Department.  For 
application or more infor-
mation, please see https://
www.adams.edu/hr/em-
ployment/  Deadline is 
February 13, 2020. AA/
EOE. (2/6)
RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY Department of Social 
Services is seeking appli-
cants for a Legal Techni-
cian. Background check 
and pre-employment 
drug screening required. 
$15.36/hr. DOE, full 
County benefits. Schedule 
37.50 hours /week.  Job 
description and applica-
tion are available on-line 
at www.riograndecounty.
org or pick up and submit 
to Human Resources: 
925 6th St., Rm. 200; Del 
Norte, CO 81132.(2/6)      
TEMPORARY EX-
PERIENCED HEAD 
Cook-Monte Vista - (2+ 
yrs exp; references); Re-
sponsible for food prepa-
ration per to the Dietary 
Guidelines for Ameri-
cans; must be familiar 
w/Colorado Retail Food 
Establishments Rules and 
Regs and certification 
Food Safety and Han-
dling; supervisory skills, 
cooks in large quantities; 
5:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. M-F; 
For more information 
call 719-589-4511. Ap-
plications and full job 
description available at 
South-Central Colorado 
Seniors, Inc., 1116 3rd 
St. Alamosa CO or call 
719-589-4511 for more 
information. (2/8)

221
HELP WANTED

CDL TRUCK DRIVER 
needed in hay hauling 
operation, Class A CLD 
in good standing, Drug 
testing required, Com-
petitive payHome on 
most evenings and on 
weekends Please call 
719-588-4481 for more 
information(2-16)
SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for the 2019-
2020 School Year for 
the following positions: 
H igh  School  Track 
Coach, Middle School 
Wrestling Coach, and 
Middle School Baseball 
Coach. Applications are 
available online at www.
southconejos.com. Ap-
plications can be for-
warded to josh@south-
conejos.com. If you have 
questions/concerns you 
may contact the district 
office at 719.376.7001. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. South Conejos 
is an equal opportunity 
employer.(2/8)
THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications 
for a head Centaur i 
Middle School Wres-
tling coach.  Applica-
tions are available at the 
Administration office, 
17890 US Hwy 285 La 
Jara, CO 81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Ap-
plication deadline is until 
position is filled.  Submit 
application to Mr. Curt 
Wilson, Superintendent. 
EOE (2/5)
ROTECH HEALTH-
CARE IS currently 
taking applications for 
a part-time PPS-RT ( 
Respiratory Clinician 
Pay Per Service). Ap-
plicant can consist of 
RN, CRT or RRT. If in-
terested in the position 
apply at https://careers-
rotech.icims.com/ (2/5)
PART-TIME RECEP-
TIONIST NEEDED 
immediately. Need to be 
dependable. Bring re-
sume to Valley Courier, 
Attention Keith.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

HOST/HOSTAS NEED-
ED APPLY in person, at 
506 State Street.  Rubi 
Slipper must be flexible. 
No Phone calls. (2/15)
SI ER R A GR A N DE 
SCHOOL Distr ict is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for a High 
School Spanish Teacher/
ELL Director.  Applicants 
must have a current state 
certification/license or in 
the process of receiving a 
certification/license and 
enrolled in an educational 
program for completion 
or endorsement.  Appli-
cation forms are avail-
able at the district office 
located at 17523 E. Hwy 
160 Blanca, CO 81123 or 
on the District’s website at 
www.sierragrandeschool.
net   Applications may be 
submitted to Mr. Brandon 
Mizokami at bmizoka-
mi@sierragrandeschool.
net  For more informa-
tion please contact Mrs. 
DeAnn Arellano at 719-
379-3257.(2/22)   
JAY MEYER INSUR-
ANCE Agency is now 
hiring an experienced 
Customer Service and 
licensed insurance rep-
resentative. Applicants 
must have the ability to 
be licensed with good 
interpersonal skills. A 
current insurance license 
is preferred but not re-
quired. Applications can 
be dropped off or mailed 
to Jay Meyer Insurance 
Agency, 410 Ross Ave, 
Alamosa, CO or emailed 
to jay.meyer.i8mh@state-
farm.com. Please apply no 
later than 1/30/20 (1/30)

221
HELP WANTED

MONTE VISTA AREA 
Ditch Companies seek-
ing a ditch rider, experi-
ence preferred. Must 
have a valid CDL reliable 
transportation, Weld-
ing capabilities, able to 
run and maintain heavy 
equipment. Salary based 
on experienced. Send 
resume to 147 Washing-
ton St., Monte Vista Co 
81144 (2/8)
THE CITY OF Alamo-
sa is seeking a Full-Time 
Maintenance Worker II 
in the Streets Depart-
ment to perform semi-
skilled and skilled work 
in the construction, mod-
ification, maintenance 
and repair of streets, 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, 
storm drains, graffiti re-
moval, and traffic signs; 
and performs related 
work as assigned.   The 
candidate must possess a 
High School Diploma or 
equivalent, a valid Colo-
rado Class B Commer-
cial Driver License with 
an acceptable driving 
record, and the ability to 
frequently lift and carry 
equipment weighing over 
50 lbs. Starting salary 
is $15.25 - $16.78 per 
hour (DOQ), including 
a comprehensive health 
benefits package, CO 
PERA retirement, and 
vacation, personal, and 
sick leave.  Applications 
can be found online at 
www.cityofalamosa.org 
under Employment or 
at the Human Resources 
Department, 300 Hunt 
Avenue, Alamosa, Colo-
rado. Closing date is 
February 10, 2020 at 
4:30 pm.(2/12)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF CRESTONE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 1:00P.M.

AT THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM,

11S. ALDER STREET, CRESTONE, CO

PURPOSE: Public comment on a Planned Unit Development pro-

posal for Tract 3, which consists of 4.62 acres of E. Lime Ave. within 

the Town of Crestone and Zoned Rural Residential.

PRELIMINARY APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY: Crestone Peak 

Community Housing, a nonprofit organization, PO BOX 911, Crest-
one, CO 81131.
PUBLISHED AND POSTED: As per the Zoning Regulations of the 

Town of Crestone Section IX-10, Ordinance 2006-013, Crestone 
Board of Trustees: Mayor Kairina Danforth and Trustee Diane Bair-

stow, Terry Goergen, Adam Kinney, Kizzen Laki, Sam Pace and Bob 
Prather.

COMMENTS MAY BE SENT IN ADVANCE OF THE HEARING TO:

Crestone Clerk, PO BOX 64, Crestone, CO 81131 or crestoneclerk@
fairpoint.net

No. 1253
Published in the Valley Courier on January 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, February 01, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, and 11, 2020.

DISTRICT COURT, ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO

Court Address: 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO  81101
Phone:  (719) 589-4996
COURT USE ONLYPetitioner:  THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 

COLORADO IN THE INTEREST OF: N.M.-V., V.V., N.V. and J.D., 

CHILDREN

AND CONCERNING:

Respondents: Genevive Montoya, Ramon Vigil and Frederico De-

Herrera

Case Number:   2020JV6
Div.:                Ctrm:

ALIAS SUMMONS

TO:  THE PARENTS, GUARDIANS, LEGAL CUSTODIANS, OR 

OTHER RESPONDENTS ABOVE NAMED, GREETINGSYou are 

hereby notified that a Verified Petition for Adjudication of Dependen-

cy and Neglect of the above-named child/ren  has been filed in the 
above-named Court in which it is represented to the Court that the 

child/ren, N.M.-V., V.V., N.V. and J.D.,  is/are dependent or neglected 

for the reasons set forth more fully in said Petition, the original of 

which is on file in the above Court and copies of which will be made 
available to you upon request during normal business hours at the 

office of the Clerk of the District Court in Alamosa County.
You are further notified that TERMINATION OF THE PARENT-CHILD 
LEGAL RELATIONSHIP IS A POSSIBLE REMEDY AVAILABLE IF 

THIS PETITION ALLEGING THAT THE CHILD/R OR NEGLECTED 

IS SUSTAINED.  A SEPARATE HEARING MUST BE HELD BE-

FORE SUCH TERMIATION IS ORDERED.  TERMINATION OF THE 

PARENT-CHILD LEGAL RELATIONSHIP MEANS THAT THE CHILD/

REN WHO IS/ARE SUBJECT TO THIS PETITION WOYou are further 
notified that the Court has set said Petition for hearing on the  6th  day 
of February, 2020, at the hour of  10:45 a.m._, in the Alamosa District 
Court, in Alamosa, Colorado.  

      Pursuant to Rule 4.1 of the Colorado Rules of Juvenile Procedure, 
a responsive pleading is not required, although you may file one, if 
you so desire, nor is it necessary for you to deny any allegations of 

the Petition, except jurisdictional matters of age and residence of the 
child/ren which shall be deemed admitted unless specifically denied.
You are further informed that if you choose to appear at the hearing 

at the time and place hereinabove stated, you shall be fully advised 

by the Court of your constitutional and legal rights pursuant to C.R.S. 

19-3-202, as amended.  You may demand a trial by jury of not more 
than six.  Unless a jury is demanded, it shall be deemed to be waived.  
You have the right to be represented by counsel at every stage of 

the proceedings.  If you request representation by an attorney and 

you are found to be without financial means to afford an attorney, an 
attorney will be appointed for you byYou are further advised that, if 

the court finds that the allegations in the Petition are supported by 
the necessary standards of proof, the Court shall hold a dispositional 

hearing, but that in a proper case, providing prior notice thereof is 

given to you, and, you are now so advised, the dispositional hearing 

may be had co-extensively with the adjudicatory hearing.
If you fail to enter your appearance, or if you fail toFurthermore, you 

have the following additional rights:

1) The right to subpoena witnesses;
2) The right to know the nature of the allegations contained in the 
Petition;
3) Any admission on your part must be voluntary;
4) If you admit the allegations of the Petition, the Court is not bound 
by any promises or representations made by anyone about the dispo-

sitional alternatives by the Court;
5) The Court may appoint an 6) The right to present evidence;
7) The right to cross examine witnesses;
8) The right to appeal;
9) In order for the Court to find the child/ren to be neglected or de-

pendent, it must be proven to a judge or jury by the preponderance 
of evidence;
10) In order to terminate the parent-child legal relationship, the Court 
would have to find at a separate hearing by clear and convincing evi-
dence either of the following:

a) That the child/ren has/have been adjudicated dependent and 
neglected and has/have been abandoned by his/her/their parent or 

parentb) That the child/ren is/are adjudicated dependent or neglect-
ed, and the Court has found by clear and convincing evidence that no 

appropriate treatment plan can be devised to address the unfitness 
of the parent or parents.

c) That the child/ren is/are adjudicated dependent or neglected and 
all of the following exist:

(I) That an appropriate treatment plan approved by the Court has not 
been reasonably complied with by the parent or parents or has not 

been successful;
(II) That the parent is unfit;
(III) That the conduct or condition of the parent or parents is unlikely 
to change within a reasonable amount of time;
WITNESS my hand and official seal of said Court t Clerk/Deputy
No. 1281
Published in the Valley Courier on January 31, 2020

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF THE SOUTH CONEJOS FIRE 

PROTECTION DISTRICT

§1-13.5-501, 1-13.5-1102(3), 32-1-905(2), C.R.S

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the electors of the 
South Conejos Fire Protection District of Conejos County, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on the 05th 
day of May, 2020, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  At 
that time, two directors will be elected to serve 3-year terms.  Eligible 

electors of the South Conejos Fire Protection District interested in 
serving on the board of directors may obtain a Self-Nomination and 

Acceptance form from the District Designated Election Official (DEO):
Nathan Ruybal

7500 County Road D.5
Antonito, CO 81120
(719) 580-7148
The Office of the DEO is open on the following days:     Sunday to 
Monday   from 11 a.m. to   7 p.m.
TThe deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and Acceptance is close 

of business on February 28, 2020 (not less than 67 days before the 
election).
Affidavit of Intent to Be A Write-In-Candidate forms must be submitted 
to the office of the designated election official by the close of business 
on Monday, March 02, 2020 (the sixty-fourth day before the election).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an absentee ballot 

shall be filed with the designated election official no later than the 
close of business on Tuesday preceding the election, April 28, 2020.
Designated Election Official Signature
No. 1282
Published in the Valley Courier on January 31, 2020

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(02/01)

175
WEDDINGS

BEAUTIFUL MOUN-
TAIN RANCH WED-
DING/REUNION SITE. 
Lodge w/kitchen, dining, 
sleeping; 9 guest cabins. 
719-580-2486.(2/13)

221
HELP WANTED

THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is seeking a Full 
Ti m e  M a i n t e n a n c e 
Worker I with a hir-
ing salary of$14.42 – 
$15.86 per hour (DOQ), 
to provide routine main-
tenance tasks in and 
around the City Facili-
ties.  Applications can 
be found online at www.
cityofalamosa.org under 
Employment or at the 
HR Department, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado. Closing date 
is February 13, 2020 at 
4:30 pm. (2/15)

Public Notices
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HELP WANTED

DEL NORTE BANK IS 
seeking to f i l l a full 
time position for Teller 
in the Del Norte office.  
Duties will be to accept 
deposits, loan payments 
and process withdrawals 
while maintaining a bal-
anced cash drawer.  No 
experience necessary, but 
must be personable, pleas-
ant and a “problem solver”.  
Many other duties may 
be assigned as needed.  
This position offers a com-
petitive wage and robust 
benefit package.  Applica-
tion is available at True-
LocalBank.com/careers.  
Inquire at 705 Grand, Del 
Norte, CO  81132 or call 
719-657-3376 and ask for 
Dawn or Stacy.  Submit 
applications by January 
31st, 2020.  EOE. (1/31)
LOOKING FOR A ca-
reer opportunity and be-
ing a part of your local 
community? 1st Southwest 
Bank is growing and hir-
ing an IT Systems Sup-
port Technician, offering a 
strong benefits package & 
career growth opportuni-
ties.  EOE. Go to  https://
www.fswb.bank/who-we-
are/careers/ for more de-
tails & to apply.(1/31)
THE BOE OF Center 
Schools an innovative 
individual to fill a full 
time 9th Grade Parapro-
fessional position for the 
remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year. The 
right candidate will have 
experience in secondary 
academic content, with 
working with families and 
school, preferably bilin-
gual, and will preferably 
have a minimum of a high 
school diploma or equiva-
lency, or such alternative 
qualifications/experience 
as the Board may find ap-
propriate and acceptable. 
This full time position 
will begin as soon as filled.  
The position salary will be 
based on experience. Cen-
ter Consolidated Schools 
is an equal-opportunity 
employer. If you wish to 
apply, please send a cover 
letter and resume and com-
pleted certified employ-
ment application found 
at https://www.center.
k12.co.us/District/1115-
Employment-Opportuni-
ties.html to Mrs. Carrie 
Zimmerman, Superin-
tendent of Schools, Cen-
ter School District 26JT, 
550 S. Sylvester Avenue, 
Center, CO 81125.  For 
more information, please 
contact Katrina Ruggles 
at kruggles@center.k12.
co.us. (1/30)
EXPERIENCED DEN-
TAL HYGIENIST want-
ed.  Established practice in 
Alamosa, full time or part 
time.  Must have active 
license.  Send resume to 
PO Box 1841 Alamosa, 
CO 81101.(1/15-TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Middle School Math 
Teacher for the remainder 
of the 2019-20 school year.  
A complete list of desired 
qualifications and experi-
ence may be viewed on the 
district website.  Monte 
Vista School District of-
fers a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life cover-
age.  Applications may be 
submitted to the District 
Office, 345 E. Prospect 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144, until the position 
is filled.  Applications 
may be downloaded from 
the district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/em-
ployment-opportunities.
html or call 719-852-5996.
(2/7)
ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY: Counseling, 
Career and Accessibility 
Services  Adams State 
University seeks ap-
plicants for Counseling 
Services Coordinator of 
Accessibility services. 
AAEOE. For more infor-
mation visit: https://www.
adams.edu/hr/administra-
tive-positions/(2/19)
WE ARE SEEKING 
a responsible, self moti-
vated, “preferably” expe-
rienced Dental Assistant 
to join our team at Harding 
Dental Group where our 
patients experience the 
difference  at the premiere 
dental practice in the San 
Luis Valley . Must be will-
ing to travel to both office 
locations, South Fork and 
Alamosa. Please email 
resumes to june@harding-
dentalgroup.com (2/7)
COMMUNITY BANKS 
OF Colorado is seeking 
a candidate to fill a Uni-
versal Banker position 
in our La Jara Banking 
Center.  If you have client 
service, sales and cash 
handling experience, we’d 
like to speak with you.  
For position details and to 
apply, please visit www.
nbhbank.com.  NBH Bank 
is an equal opportunity 
employer.(2/7)
THE TOWN OF An-
tonito is accepting appli-
cations for full/part time 
police officers.  Must be 21 
years of age, have a valid 
driver’s license, and must 
be Colorado POST certi-
fied.  Part time officers 
must have a minimum 
of one-year experience.  
Starting salary is $35,360 
per year for full time of-
ficers and $17 per hour for 
part time officers.  Appli-
cations may be picked up 
at the Antonito Town Hall 
located at 515 River St. 
and will be accepted until 
position(s) are filled. (2/5)
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M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for a 
full-time School Nurse.  A 
complete list of duties and 
desired qualifications may 
be viewed on the district 
website  ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-oppor-
tunities.html.  Monte Vista 
School District offers a 
competitive salary and an 
excellent benefit package 
including employee health, 
dental, vision, and life cov-
erage. Applications may be 
submitted to the District 
Office, 345 E. Prospect 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144, by January 30, 2020, 
or until the position is filled.  
Applications may be down-
loaded from the district 
website or call 719-852-
5996.(2/1)
SIERRA VISTA LUM-
BER is seeking a full time 
Yard person 40 -50 hrs per 
week to load customers, 
load and unload trucks 
and keep lumber yard and 
warehouse organized. Must 
be dependable, a self starter 
and be able to pass a drug 
test. $12,50/per hour or 
more, depending on skills 
and experience. Apply at 
Sierra Vista Lumber, 1301 
West Ave., Alamosa.(1/31)
CHIEF OF POLICE-
TOWN of Del Norte- 
Full-time, FLSA Exempt. 
Working Chief Position, 
plans, organizes, and di-
rects the activities of the 
Police Department in law 
enforcement and crime 
prevention. The position is 
expected to carry out the 
duties of the department 
in a manner that inspires 
trust and confidence among 
our citizens and staff. Any 
combination of training and 
experience that provides the 
required knowledge, skills, 
and abilities is qualifying; 
typical education, but is 
not limited to BS/BA in 
Business Administration, 
Public Administration, or 
Criminal Justice. Experi-
ence would include 5 years 
of responsible command/
management experience in 
law enforcement agency. 
Salary $55K-$60K annu-
ally. Must possess a POST 
certificate. Must possess 
valid Colorado driver’s 
license. Must sign waiver 
for Town of Del Norte to 
obtain ALL information 
from previous employers. 
Must past background, 
drug and psychological 
tests. Applications and job 
description are available 
from Del Norte Town Hall 
140 Spruce Street, Del 
Norte, Co or website: del-
nortecolorado.com. Please 
send application attention 
to Del Norte Town Admin-
istrator.140 Spruce Street, 
P.O. Box 249, Del Norte, 
Colorado 81132 Deadline 
for applications Jan. 31, 
2020.EOE.(2/5)
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WANTED - RANCH/
FARM Hand for cow/calf 
and hay operation.  Need 
experience with calving, 
fencing, irrigating, loaders, 
hay equipment operating 
and maintenance, light 
mechanic work and weld-
ing.  Steady, long term 
position for honest, reli-
able, motivated individual.  
Housing and utilities in-
cluded with wages based 
on experience and respon-
sibilities.  Please respond 
with resume, references 
and salary expectation 
to fuchsranchinc@gmail.
com.(2/5)
J O H N N Y ’ S  AU T O 
TRIM & Rod Shop, Ala-
mosa, looking for experi-
enced mechanic, fabrica-
tor, paint/body, upholster, 
electrical, detailer and p/t 
bookkeeper. Quality a 
must; see FB page. Send 
resume to johnnysauto-
trim@msn.com; salary 
TBD on experience. (01/31)  
WANTED:  SAGUA-
CHE COUNTY Landfill 
is Hiring for an additional 
Full Time Attendant. RE-
QUIREMENTS:  Appli-
cants must fill out and 
submit an application, 
must be an experienced 
front end loader opera-
tor and possess a valid 
driver’s license.  Appli-
cants should have a high 
school diploma or GED 
and six months or more of 
relevant experience.  Final 
candidates applying with 
Saguache County will be 
required to submit and 
pass a pre-employment 
drug screen and criminal 
background check.   Pay 
D.O.E.        Landfill Atten-
dant is a full time 40 hour 
per week position – start-
ing at 8:00 A.M. each day 
Tuesday through Saturday 
(subject to change)  Those 
applying must be an expe-
rienced front end loader 
operator, have the ability 
to do strenuous outdoor 
physical labor in extreme 
weather conditions and be 
able to lift and/or move 20 
lbs. to 75 lbs.   Applica-
tions are available at the 
Saguache County Road 
and Bridge/Landfill Office 
305 3rd Street, PO Box 
476, Saguache, CO  81149  
719-655-2554 or on the 
Saguache County website 
– www.saguachecounty.
net under the Landfill De-
partment tab. Completed 
applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Sa-
guache County Road and 
Bridge/Landfill Office – at 
the address listed above, 
sent by email to mhash-
barger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-
655-2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until 
a qualified candidate is 
hired. Saguache County 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (01/31)
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CALDON TRUCKING 
IS looking for a CDL 
driver.   Please call 719-
274-4464.(1/22-TFN)
NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley Cou-
rier. Contact Keith at 589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM TARPED 
AND shedded grass hay 
3x3 Bales 750 lbs. near 
Monte, CO. 719-588-
8506. Discounts for larger 
amounts.(2/25)
PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $8.00 in shed, $7.00 
outside (719) 580-2509. 
(02/19)
HORSE AND COW hay: 
grass, grass/alfalfa, alfalfa. 
3x3 and 4x4 bales, various 
quality and pricing. 719-
850-8917 (7-13-TFN)

330
FREE

FREE COUCH PLEASE 
call 719-849-0483 for 
more information (1/31)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

110V WELL PUMP with 
5 gallon pressure tank. 
$110.00 OBO please call 
719-480-3497.(1/30)
SM A LL A N T IQU E 
TABLE with chairs. New 
11 tables and 52 chairs. 
719-589-0464/719-580-
9648. (2/5)
NEW, MUST SELL 
Couch & Love Seat.  Me-
dium gray in color. 719-
580-2332. (1/30)
RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro 
8000R Series #817508 
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable. Re-
mote switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-TFN)
ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

NEED CATS FOR mous-
ers? Want to adopt kittens? 
Help trap/neuter/release 
efforts? Donate food/litter/
supplies? Low cost spay/
neuter clinic for cats. http://
www.catsaliveslv.com 719-
298-7028. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS TO 
good inside home. Call 
719-250-7597.(1/30)
ALL DOGS ADOPTED 
FROM THE VALLEY 
HUMANE LEAGUE 
HAVE TO BE SPAYED 
OR NEUTERED BE-
F O R E  G O I N G  T O 
THEIR NEW HOME. 
(TFN)
OOPS! GOT PUPPIES 
who need a home? San 
Luis Valley Animal Wel-
fare Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedicated 
to stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adoptable 
pets. Having pets altered 
is the number one way 
to stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has had 
puppies contact us. We 
will take the puppies into 
our rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situation. 
Spay/neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
good responsible homes 
for over 8,000 animals. 
Contact 719-587-9663 
(WOOF); email:  woof@
slvaws.org. (TFN)
FREE TO GOOD home. 
Adults and kittens. NO 
MOUSERS OR BARN 
CATS. Spay/neuter clin-
ics coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Donna K 
719-589-5952 or 719-580-
9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY 
Cow hay and Wheat straw 
call 719-850-1680. (2/7)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

COW PASTURE FOR 
rent. South of Manassa 
Call 719-580-5745 any-
time. (2/5)
H A Y  G R O U N D 
WANTED for share crop 
or cash lease. Over 20 
years experience 719-
850-1626. (2/5)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

DEL NORTE COLO-
RADO, Rent To Own, 
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom 
$750/Mo. 719-253-2978.
(2/6)
FOR SALE IN Ala-
mosa. Nice log home, 3 
Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms. 
Totally remodeled 719-
589-0464/719-580-9648. 
(2/5)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

2 HOMES/ 5.25 Acres, 
Trees!, 3 wells!, Extra 
electric System, Trees!, 
Corrals. $184,000.00 
970-640-9562.(2/15)

420 - LOTS & 
ACREAGE

25 ACRES AT Sangre de 
Cristo Ranches, with Elec. 
200’ water well , Sangre de 
Cristo creek runs through it. 
80 acres 2 ½ miles west of San 
Acacio call Al Lopez 719-588-
2930 / 719-843-0930.(2/25)

500
REUNIONS

BEAUTIFUL MOUN-
TAIN RANCH WED-
DING/REUNION SITE. 
Lodge w/kitchen, dining, 
sleeping; 9 guest cabins. 
719-580-2486.(2/13)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

BEAUTIFUL 4 BED-
ROOM Ranch house 
located near Monte Vista 
$1000/mo. call 719-588-
8506. (2/13)
BEAUTIFUL 3 BED-
ROOM, 2 Bathroom 
Country Home with fire-
place will be available 
February 1, 2020. 1st, 
Last, Security and Utility 
Deposit. 1 year Lease, 
references. Monthly Rent 
is $800 plus utilities. 
Contact Cheryl 719-480-
0502. Leave a message. 
(2/5)
2 BEDROOM 1 Bath. 
efficiency kitchen, up-
stairs, garage. $850/Mo. 
plus utilities. Del Norte. 
Call 719-539-7879 Avail. 
February 01,. (2/01)
AFFORDABLE 2 BED-
ROOM House for rent in 
Monte Vista. Call Ray-
mond (719)850-2069.
(1/28)
HOUSE FOR RENT in 
Alamosa, 3 bedrooms, 
1 bath, $800 per month, 
$800 damage deposit. 
Price includes all utilities. 
No pets, nonsmokers. 
Call 719-480-0108.(1/31)

717
WATER SHARES

SLV IRRIGATION 
WELL Owners Inc. 
6000 gallons at $5.00 
per gallon. Call 719-849-
8197.(2/4)
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Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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DEAR ABBY: I have 
multiple chronic health 
conditions. Because my 
symptoms are worsened by 
a lot of foods, I’m on a highly 
restricted diet. If I stay on 
it, I feel as well as possible. 
(I never feel entirely well.)

 When I go to friends’ 
homes for dinner or parties, 
would it be rude for me to 
bring along something for 
myself that I can eat that 
won’t make me sick? I can 
have no grains, no dairy, 
no eggs, no sugar, the list 
goes on and on, but I could 
always bring extra food 
to share if you think that 
would be appropriate. 

 I have been eating before 
I go and then claiming not 
to be hungry, but I feel it 
would be rude to do this at 
dinner parties. What do you 
suggest I do? I prefer that 
my health not be a topic 
of conversation. -- CAN’T 
EAT JACK

 DEAR CAN’T: Your 
health won’t be a topic 
of conversation at these 
gatherings if you discuss 
this with your host(s) at 
the time you are invited to 
the party. Explain that you 
are on a severely restricted 
diet, picking at their food 
might be interpreted as 
rude and you don’t wish to 
come across that way. Ask 
if you can bring your own 
food with you. I’m sure your 
hosts will understand and 
tell you to enjoy their hos-
pitality (if not their food) 

because they welcome your 
company.

 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I received a 
worrisome email from our 
20-something-year-old son, 
a graduate student some 
distance away. He wrote 
that he is recovering from 
wounds of his childhood. 
(We thought we were lov-
ing, supportive parents.) 
He indicated he will come 
home for visits only if we 
comply with his demands 
-- about 10 were listed -- and 
accused us of some things 
we never did. 

 On the advice of my 
counselor -- I have a his-
tory of depression, which 
is in remission -- I wrote 
agreeing to his demands 
in order to keep the lines 
of communication open. 
My husband refuses to do 
this. He is overwhelmingly 
hurt, angry and frustrated. 
He says he “will not walk 
on eggshells in his own 
home.” Our son is our only 
child. What can or should 
we do? -- HEARTBROKEN 
IN OHIO

 DEAR HEARTBRO-
KEN: Nobody should have 
to walk on eggshells. If ever 
I heard of a family that 
could benefit from family 
counseling, you three are 
it. Your doctor or insurance 
company can refer you to 
someone who is licensed 
and competent. Please don’t 
wait.

 DEAR ABBY: My biolog-

ical mother gave me up at 
birth. Her reason for doing 
it changes every time I ask. 
I joined the Navy right out 
of high school and left the 
service at 25. Less than a 
month later, she contacted 
me. It turns out that I have 
three half-siblings, but I 
have no desire to connect 
with them. 

 She waited 25 years to 
contact me, and I was the 
only one of my siblings she 
gave up. Does it make me 
a bad person that I have 
no emotional connection to 
my biological family? -- NO 
FEELINGS IN THE EAST

 DEAR NO FEELINGS: 
No, it does not. Whatever 
her reason for surrendering 
you, you have built a good 
life. Please stop feeling 
guilty for moving forward 
and living it. Doing so does 
not make you a bad person, 
only a healthy one.
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