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ALAMOSA — Every-
one is invited to join the 
San Luis Valley Women’s 
March at 10 a.m. Saturday 
at the corner of Richard-
son Avenue and Main 
Street in Alamosa. This 
family-friendly, nonpar-
tisan event will be led by 
the Adams State Universi-
ty Drum Line. The theme, 
“Vision 2020,” celebrates 
100 years of women 
voting. Following the 
march will be a one-hour 
program at Adam State 
University’s Carson Au-
ditorium, located in the 
Student Union Building. 
Community members 
will present information 
on various social issues. 
Join us! For more details, 
call 719-480-4771.

Women’s 
March on 
Saturday

Passing the sniff test

By DANIEL McKILLOP
Courier Editor

ALAMOSA — After the first 
reading on Dec. 18 Alamosa City 
Council meeting, there will be a 
public hearing and second read-
ing at 7 tonight at City Hall on 
an ordinance declaring unreason-
able odors to be nuisances and 
providing for the prohibition and 
abatement of them.

Council voted unanimously for 
the second reading during its last 
meeting, but Councilor Michael 
Carson raised concerns about the 
odors ordinance.

City Attorney Erich Schwiesow 
said while creating a section 
within the section with marijuana 
grows, Ordinance 30-2019, the 
city fielded a few questions that 
meant they could still grow hemp 
outdoors and the answer is, yes. 
But there is very little difference 
in the way a hemp plant looks and 
a hemp plant smells, as it’s the 
way a marijuana plant looks and 
a marijuana plant smells, which 
leads to the question: “Are people 
going to be growing marijuana 
and claiming that it is hemp?”

Schwiesow said if people grew 
hemp and that causes odor prob-
lems, which was like when council 

Council motions 
for 2nd read on 
odor ordinance

■ See ODOR page 3
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City Manager Heather Brooks (right) and City Attorney Erich Schwiesow share their insights during 
the Dec. 18 City Council meeting. To Schwiesow’s right is City Clerk Holly Martinez and Councilor 
David Broyles.  

ALAMOSA — Adams 
State University will recog-
nize MLK Day on Monday, 
with two free events open to 
the public. 

A lecture, “MLK in the Age 
of Trump” by Ed Crowther, 
Ph.D., emeritus professor 
of history, begins at noon in 
McDaniel Hall, room 101. 
The performance “Music of 
Americas Project” begins at 
7 p.m. in Richardson Hall 
Auditorium.

Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was assassinated 52 years 
ago, the same year the last 
major piece of civil rights leg-
islation was signed into law. 

Crowther will elaborate on 
today’s, radicalized voting, 
economic, and residential 
data that continue to indi-
cate King’s beloved commu-
nity continues to be more 
aspirational than actualized. 
In contemporary discourse, 
King’s words often appear 
weaponized rather than 

Adams State 
ready to host 
2 free events

Courtesy photo

The Adams State “Music of Americas Project” will perform a free concert at 7 
p.m. on Monday in Richardson Hall Auditorium in honor of MLK Day.

ASU will honor MLK
prophetic and inspirational. 
Making sense of King’s 
dream in our contemporary 
times is an important civic 
challenge.

According to James Doyle, 
DMA, director of the “Mu-
sic of Americas Project,” 
the performance will be a 
45-minute high energy pro-
duction, featuring 15 Adams 
State students and explores 
the music resulting from 
the Trans-Atlantic slave 
trade to the Americas. The 
concert will include “Brazil-
ian Samba Batucada;” three 
steel pan works, “Jumbie,” 
“Sunset” and “Steelband 
Paradise,” from Trinidad 
and Tobago; a Ghanaian 
drum and dance piece titled 
“Kpanlogo” with traditional 
choreography; “Lost Your 
Head Blues” by Bessie 
Smith featuring vocalist 
Alissa Morones; “La Cura,” 
a standard salsa chart by 
Frankie Ruiz, featuring 
vocalist Jennifer Lorenzo; 
“Ican,” a standard Afro-
Cuban/Latin Jazz chart by 
Poncho Sanchez; “Quimba-
ra,” a standard salsa chart 
by Celia Cruz, featuring 
vocalist Jennifer Lorenzo; 

“Chango,” a Dominican Re-
public merengue and Jamai-
can reggae by “Ozomatli,” 
featuring Alissa Morones; 
and “Bourbon Street Pa-
rade,” a New Orleans parade 
band tune.

Acting as a musical am-
bassador for Adams State, 
the “Music of Americas 
Project” will perform in high 
school assemblies in Buena 
Vista and the Front Range. 
On Jan. 25, it will perform at 
the Colorado Music Educa-
tors Association Conference 
at the Broadmoor.

“I am so very excited about 
this group and concert and 
hope we can get a good crowd 
for our tour send-off,” Doyle 
said. He and Nick Saenz, 
Ph.D., professor of history, 
are recording a podcast this 
week to send in advance to 
schools in which they dis-
cuss colonization, the slave 
trade and the impact on the 
Americas as it pertains to 
music and culture.

Report courtesy of Linda 
Relyea, Assistant Director 
of Communications, Adams 
State University | Public 
Relations.

ALAMOSA — Adams State University enters the new 
decade meeting the growing demand for relevant master’s 
degrees.

The Office of Graduate Studies is currently accepting 
applications for graduate students seeking an M.A. in U.S. 
History; M.A. in Cultural Resource Management; and an 
M.A. in Public Administration.

Interim Vice President of Graduate Studies Teri Mc-
Cartney, Ph.D., believes the programs fit a niche for stu-
dents hoping to advance in their current professions and 
increase their marketability. “Adams has offered these 
degrees through the Humanities Department for several 
years, but with the blessing of our Board of Trustees and 
the state of Colorado, we were able to change the names to 
reflect what the degree truly represents. The newly named 
master’s degrees are perfect for prospective students who 
want to target specific disciplines.”

Adams State Graduate Office offers post-graduate degrees 
in counselor education, business administration, cultural 
resource management, higher education administration and 
leadership, kinesiology, music education, public adminis-
tration, teacher education and U.S. history and one Ph.D. 
in counselor education and supervision. The programs are 
delivered full or part-time, on-campus or online.

The 2019 Spring Graduate Commencement Ceremony 
awarded nine doctorate and 358 master’s degrees. “Our 
graduate enrollment continues to increase every year,” Mc-
Cartney added. The fall 2019 census showed a population 
of 1,147 graduate students. “We deliver quality programs 
designed to meet the needs of working professionals.”

Report courtesy of Linda Relyea, Assistant Director of Com-
munications, Adams State University | Public Relations.

ASU’s graduate 
programs keep 
pace with the times

Courtesy photo by Linda Relyea

Adams State continues to develop and improve 
graduate programs for those seeking relevant mas-
ter’s degrees. Pictured, the 2019 Spring Graduate 
Commencement Ceremony awarded nine doctorate 
and 358 master’s degrees.

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY — The TEFAP program 
will be distributing com-
modities in Rio Grande 
County on  Jan. 22, at 
the Ski-Hi Park starting 
at approximately 10 a.m. 
until the food is gone. 
Eligible TEFAP recipients 
are able to receive each 
month in Monte Vista 
as long as they are Rio 
Grande County residents. 
Participation in the Tem-
porary Emergency Food 
Assistance Program is 
available to all eligible 
persons regardless of 
age, race, sex, handicap 
or origin.
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ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alamosa Ma-
sonic Hall, 512 San Juan 
Ave.  Call Sharon at 589-
4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@
hotmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the 
Feelin' Good Coffeehouse 
in South Fork. Contact: 
Karen Miller, 719-873-
5466 or email mkmiller-

mink@aol.com 

MONTE VISTA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the  
Chamber of Commerce, 
947 1st Avenue, Monte 
Vista. Call the Southern 
Colorado office at 719-
372-5985.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome 
to attend a free meeting 
or call Doris at 589-6396 
for more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA  — The 
San Luis Valley Photog-
raphy Club meets the 
first Wednesday at the 
Alamosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources 
for families affected by 
the impact of substance 
abuse. They meet on the 
third Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Senior Citizens 
Center at 92 Rio Grande 
Ave. (on the north end of 
Cole Park) in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Alamo-
sa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 

at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress manage-
ment and spiritual growth, 
is held at 10:45 a.m. the 
second Sunday of the 
month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 607 
Fourth St., Alamosa, with 
Mountain Institute, A Kri-
ya, Meditation & Lamp-
lighting School. Contact 
Martin at 575-758-5876 
or talentolocal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breast feeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone 
interested in fiber arts: 
knitting, crocheting, weav-
ing and spinning. We work 
on our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects to-
gether and learn from each 
other. We meet the fourth 
Saturday of every month 
from 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
at 757 County Rd. 29, 
.Monte Vista. Call or email 
Wanda Couzens-Smith for 
more information at (719) 
852-5000 or wcouzens-
smith@gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meet-
ings are every first and 
third Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — A Care-
givers Support Group 
meets at First United 
Methodist Church, 2005 
Mullins, Alamosa, on 
the first Monday of every 
month. For more informa-

tion, call 589-2243.

ALAMOSA — Ala-
mosa Toastmasters meets 
on Mondays at noon at 
The Bridge in Alamosa 
at 3407 Carroll Street. 
Participants will find a 
supportive learn-by-doing 
environment that allows 
them to achieve their goals 
at their own pace. Call 
(719) 588-5127.

ALAMOSA – The GFWC 
Woman's Citizenship Club 
of Alamosa meets on the 
second Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email: 
womanscitizenshipclub@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many dif-
ferent genres, the Sophia 
Circle meets weekly to 
provide support for writ-
ers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, 6th and State 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m.. 
Writers may drop in on 
any meeting. Bring copies 
of the work you want to 
share. Call Holly at 719-
588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will be 
refreshments and child-
care provided. Contact 
Jennifer McCoy-Hanna 
at Tu Casa, Inc. 719-589-
2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief 
support group meets the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at the Alamosa 1st 
United Methodist Church 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Call 
Liz Hood, 580-3697.

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 
or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.ala-
mosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 
the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of 
the submitting party, an additional fee will be 
assessed.

Column
January. It’s the time of year when the majority 

of Americans sit down to plan out their New Year’s 
resolution. 

What’s my weight? Why am I so tired? Why can’t I 
seem to get things done? If only I could focus and be 
motivated. For over 20 million Americans, the answer 
may lay in a little known butterfly shaped gland known 
as the thyroid. 

As a primary care provider, I spend a great deal of 
time educating my patients about the role that the 
thyroid gland plays in our everyday life. The thyroid is 
responsible for the production of two major hormones; 
T3 and T4. These hormones help regulate numerous 
functions in our body including metabolism, tempera-
ture, brain development, mood and so much more. 

While there can be a number of different conditions 
that affect the thyroid, perhaps the most widely rec-
ognized is hypothyroidism or the underactive thyroid. 

Fatigue, cold intolerance, bloating, weakened 
muscles, dry skin, constipation, thinning hair, slowed 
memory, and weight gain can all indicate that your 
thyroid gland is malfunctioning. 

Scheduling an appointment with your health care 
provider is the best way to determine if you have a 
thyroid disorder. 

When we suspect a patient may have a thyroid dis-
order, a physical exam and blood work will be obtained 
to determine if the thyroid is working correctly. 

If the thyroid is underactive, medications can be used 
to restore normal hormone levels and give patients 
relief from their symptoms. 

It is important to know that women are 5-8 times 
more likely to develop hypothyroidism than men, 
however men can also suffer from severe symptoms 
of this disease. 

 Now let’s talk about hyperthyroidism. 
What if your anxiety, heart palpitations and sleep-

less nights were more than just stress? Hyperthyroid-
ism is a less common condition, in which the thyroid 
becomes overactive. 

Individuals with over active thyroid disease may 
experience a racing heart, anxiety, heat intolerance, 
weight loss, menstrual irregularities or insomnia. 
Patients with these symptoms should be evaluated by 
their primary care provider, have a thorough physical 
exam and blood work completed. 

Treatment for this condition varies, but can include 
medication, radioiodine ablation or surgery. Untreated 
hyperthyroidism can lead to a medical emergency and 
should be treated as soon as possible. 

While the thyroid can be underactive or overactive, it 
can also function normally and still yet develop disease. 

Thyroid cancer occurs when cells in the thyroid 
mutate and develop into a growth or nodule. Thyroid 
cancer is the least well known of the thyroid disorders 
and has increased in prevalence in the United States, 
with over 56,000 new cases identified each year. 

Unfortunately, the symptoms of thyroid cancer are 
typically not as noticeable as other thyroid diseases 
and may only present as a small discrete lump or 
nodule near the “Adams apple” or neck. 

Some patients may describe slight swelling to the 
neck or a chronic cough; however, these are less com-
mon. 

It is important to know that thyroid cancers do not 
always show up in blood work initially. 

Attending your yearly physical with your health 
care provider is one of the best screening methods for 
this type of cancer. 

During this visit we can assess if the thyroid size is 
abnormal or if nodules are present. The good news is 
that the prognosis for thyroid cancer is very good, and 
the earlier treatment is started, the better.

As we head into the new year, I always remember 
the adage, “It is easier to stay healthy, than to get 
healthy.”

What better time than January to schedule an 
appointment with you primary care provider for a 
wellness visit to discuss screening for thyroid disease?

Courtesy of Mallori Gariner, FNP and San Luis 
Valley Health.

January is Thyroid 
Awareness Month

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 12-
Step Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that we 
are not affiliated with any 
outside organizations, but 
in the spirit of coopera-
tion, we list these meeting 
schedules for friends and 
family. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Hall at 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598 

Spruce St., Del Norte
7 p.m. Community 

Church on Main St., Creede
7:30 p.m. Creative Re-

source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church at 
751 Lincoln St., Monte 
Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior 

Health Group at 8745 CR 
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 518 1st St., 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crestone 
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)

San Luis Valley Crimestoppers

If you have information about an unreported or 
unsolved crime in the San Luis Valley, Crimestoppers 
pays for information that leads to the arrest of criminal 
offenders. Citizens may report crimes anonymously 
and remain eligible for rewards.

Call San Luis Valley Crimestoppers at 589-4111.

The Alamosa County Commissioners signed a 
proclamation on Tuesday morning declaring vap-
ing to be a public health crisis. Reese Canaan, 
Chenoa Candy, Kaidence Boehm and Jaimey 
Turner from Alamosa School District’s Students 
Against Destructive  Decisions, along with mem-
bers of the County’s Public Health staff, joined 
the Commissioners for the occasion.

Courier photo by Helen Smith

County Commissioners 
declare that vaping is 
a public health crisis
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Odor
■ Continued from Page 1

was concerned about with marijuana 
when it worked on a marijuana ordi-
nance. 

“We had provisions in that ordinance 
that address odors that might migrate off 
of the property and we have no similar 
provisions for anything else,” Schwiesow 
said. “And, so what this ordinance does 
is kind of fill that gap and it goes beyond 
just marijuana or hemp to talk about (not 
only) offensive odors but about odors in 
general, so you can have a dead animal in 
your yard or a dead skunk or something 
that doesn’t get taken care of that also 
creates odor problems.”

In fact in municipal court, a dispute 
relating to someone who was doing 
some furnisher refinishing underneath 
their apartment neighbor’s window and 
that caused all kinds of disturbances, 
Schwiesow said. So it’s more broad than 
merely the hemp/marijuana question, 
but there is not anything in the current 
code to deal with that. 

This ordinance defines an offensive 
odor as both being “unreasonably nox-
ious, unpleasant or strong to a person 
of ordinary sensibilities” and it also has 
to continue for a period of access of 30 
minutes and continuing off the property 
owned by the person who is generating 
this odor, Schwiesow said. So, that is sort 
of the way the ordinance is designed to 
function. Exemptions are made for tem-
porary orders relating to rodeos, stock 
shows, tarring operations and other kinds 
of things, which has been known to hap-
pen and can generate strong odors, but 
that’s just part of life and also does not 
apply in agricultural zones.

He added that the ordinance specifies 
in both agricultural zones and industrial 
zones the threshold for what might be an 
offensive odor is significantly higher than 
what it would be in a residential zone.

Carson interjected, asking who initi-
ated this, first of all? How long ago did it 
get initiated? “Because I have never seen 
anything about this,” Carson said. “Per-
sonally, I think this is a huge overreach, 
and I don’t have enough information to 
make a good, conscience vote on this, but 
I can see where they’re tied, but you’d 
have to get pretty specific and I think 
personally this … I’d personally have to 
look at it more because there are issues 
where you have huge offensive odors all 
over town that can’t be controlled. 

“I mean there are issues that, yeah, 
we deal with that all of the time and you 
can’t really shut them down because they 
have an offensive odor. So, I just want to 
know when this came about, how long it 
has been on the radar and I apologize for 
missing this. Because I really did miss 
this completely.”

Schwiesow said it hasn’t been on coun-
cil’s radar. 

“So, the initiation, as I was talking 
about, came from questions that staff 
started getting whether they can grow 
hemp, even outdoors, even though they 

Courier photo by Daniel McKillop

Councilors Mike Carson (left) and Charlie Griego look on during the Dec. 18 
Alamosa City Council meeting at City Hall.

couldn’t grow marijuana outdoors,” 
Schwiesow said. “And the concern that 
I had was, yeah, we can deal with mari-
juana odors outdoors because we had 
an ordinance that addressed it. Now, 
we don’t. Because now we don’t address 
growing marijuana outdoors other than 
to say you don’t do it. Hemp and mari-
juana, I haven’t seen a lot of it outdoors 
in Colorado or Alamosa, but people are 
getting creative with growing that kind 
of stuff, so that’s the concern.”

Carson said he would like to hear 
Alamosa Police Chief Kenny Ander-
son’s opinion about enforcing the odor 
ordinance.

Alamosa City Manager Heather Brooks 
said none of Alamosa still doesn’t have 
anything in its ordinances concerning a 
smell that is a nuisance. 

“We have no way of addressing that 
and so that is what the issue is,” Brooks 
said. “It just happened to be connected 
from a thought process to some of that 
other stuff that was going on, but you 
can take the marijuana out, you can 
take the hemp out, but you can have a 
dead animal in someone’s backyard or 
they can have rubbish in their backyard 
or they can have something else that is 
creating a nuisance for their neighbors 
and without something like this, we have 
no way of addressing that.”

Anderson said he completely agreed 
with Brooks. 

“Obviously, the calls are rare that we 
get, but we have an obligation to the com-
munity that we have to follow-up on, and 
currently we don’t have anything that 
we can do,” Anderson said. “So, that’s 
why it’s being brought to your attention.

Carson said the odor issue is valid.
“I also think that we should start look-

ing at if we’re going to address nuisances 
as this, I think we need to start looking at 

right of ways and some of the nuisances 
that that’s causing — just in general,” 
Carson said. “I feel like this is kind of an 
overreach in a general sense because it’s 
easy to generalize stuff and this is one 
of those things that unless you’re pretty 
specific about those odors, it can be used 
by an angry neighbor against another 
angry neighbor, so let’s put it that way.

“So again, I haven’t read as much as 
I’d like to on it, so I just wanted to know 
how quickly or when this (came) up. It’s 
interesting.

Brooks said the other thing that she 
would add to that concern — and she 
thinks it’s a very valid concern because 
sometimes there are neighbors who 
do not agree and they like to use the 
police to be the go-between sometimes 
and sometimes it’s loud music, it’s loud 
noises, those types of things that could 
be something related to this.

Brooks said it also could be other items, 
weeds, those types of things, so officers 
have discretion in regards to how they’re 
going to handle those complaints. So if 
they don’t feel as though it’s legitimate 
and they feel like it’s just one neighbor 
trying to get at another neighbor, they’ll 
handle that appropriately. 

“They’re not forced to write a citation 
just because someone is complaining,” 
Brooks said. “They’re going to use their 
judgment, they’re going to look at the 
language, that Erich reviewed, that they 
feel like this is a legitimate type of nui-
sance and not get caught up in neighbors 
going at it each other.”

Brooks asked Anderson, “Am I correct 
in that, Chief?”

Anderson replied: “Correct.” 
Councilor Kristina Daniel said no 

smells are listed in council’s nuisance 
ordinance and that’s why there is a need 
for a whole new one.

Said Schwiesow in response to Daniel: 
“I don’t think you’re recalling that conver-
sation correctly because when we wrote 
it into the new ordinance, we wrote into 
the one that got repealed by the citizens’ 
initiative, so, we had in that prior code 
that you could grow marijuana outdoors 
so long as it is an enclosed area and so 
long as long as it does not migrate past 
your property boundary.”

Brooks said it is in a separate part of 
the code, not in our general nuisance 
area, so when that part of the code went 
away with the election — because one 
just can’t grow it —that’s when it came 
to light that there is not anything related 
to an odor nuisance.

Councilor Charlie Griego then made 
the motion to pass on first reading Or-
dinance No. 30—20.19 for setting for a 
public hearing on Jan. 15.

Carson said: “The first reading we’re 
giving examples of offensive odors, but 
this is not binding. Said Carson to An-
derson: “Have you read through this?”

The Chief replied, “Part of it, yes.”
Carson said: “I just want to know. Is 

this is specific or is this just examples, 
is this what we’re binding?”

Schwiesow said the definition of an 
offensive odor doesn’t incorporate those 
examples. The examples indicate things 
that generally can be offensive odors to a 
person of reasonable sensibility, but the 
definition says …

Carson interjected and said that’s my 
concern. 

“There are people with very reasonable 
allergies to perfumes, to different kinds 
of smells, and so it is a valid concern, 
but it opens up a whole can of worms,” 
he added.

Schwiesow said that is why it is to 
persons of “ordinary sensibility. So, if 
you’re a thin-skinned person with very 
strong …”

Schwiesow added: “We’re getting into a 
place where … then you are not ordinary.”

Carson said: “You can complain, you 
can be offended by anything nowadays.

“And the thing is if I’m offended by 
(something) and you’re not calling me 
ordinary, then, I can be offended by your 
smell. And that’s the thing. …”

Brooks said, “Being offended still 
doesn’t meet the definition.”

Carson replied: “Well …”
Brooks said: “Being offended doesn’t 

mean you’re reasonably offended; I mean, 
it’s … so yes, anyone can be offended, 
anyone can actually have a thin-skin 
and certain things get to them, but that 
standard is the reasonable person.”

Schwiesow said it is the same standard 
that is in the noise ordinance, which is 
unreasonable noise to a person of ordi-
nary sensibility. 

“Now, you may be a person who hates 
music being played at 4 in the after-
noon,” Schwiesow said. “When you call 
up and make a complaint to the police, 
they are going to come by and say, ‘It’s 
4 in the afternoon and they’re having a 
yard party. Now, deal with it.’ A person 
of ordinary sensibility isn’t going to have 
a problem with it.”

“They’re not forced to write a citation just be-

cause someone is complaining.”

—Heather Brooks

Alamosa City Manager

On Monday, Valley-Wide Health Systems presented La 
Puente Home, Inc. with a check for over $62,000. The pro-
ceeds were earned from the 2019 Share the Magic event. 
This annual program would not be possible without the 
partnership of La Puente Home, Adams State University 
Theatre and Valley-Wide, as well as community spon-
sors, vendors and volunteers. Valley-Wide extends its 
gratitude to each for contributing to this community event 
and the work La Puente Home does for the community’s 
most vulnerable citizens. And Valley-Wide extends its 
gratitude to the Valley Courier for its contribution of 
printing the fun and informative insert on the Share the 
Magic event and the “Treasure Island” play. “La Puente 
is so incredibly proud of the decades long partnership 
that is Share the Magic,” said Israel García, Director of 
Community Education, La Puente Home, Inc. “It is a 
wonderful testament to the strength of our community 
and our willingness to cooperate. These funds will go 
to fund the critical needs of the most vulnerable in our 
community. We are so thankful for Valley-Wide and 
Adams State’s continual support.”Press release, including photo, courtesy of Suzanne DeVore, CPA Decision Support Analyst, Valley-Wide

Valley-Wide presents $62,196 check to La Puente

DENVER — Rick M. Garcia, Executive Director of 
Colorado Department of Local Affairs’ Executive Direc-
tors Office, has offered a $10,000 grant to the Monte 
Vista Small Business Plan on Tuesday.

“In response to your recent request, I am offering 
to enter into a contract for a grant in the amount of 
$10,000 to assist with the completion of a Small Busi-
ness Sustainable Economy Plan, through participation 
in the Colorado Challenge Program,” said Garcia in a 
letter addressed to Monte Vista Mayor Dale Becker. 
“We anticipate these grant funds will be from state 
severance tax proceeds, which may cause you to go to 
election to receive and spend these funds. 

“You should confer with your legal and budget advi-
sors to determine if such an election is necessary.”

Please contact your Regional Manager, Christy Doon, 
at 719-589-2251 for information on how to proceed, 
Garcia added. Expenditure of state funds prior to the 
contract being fully executed cannot be included in the 
contract budget or reimbursed by the state. 

“If a circumstance arises and you must spend your 
match dollars sooner than the full execution of the grant 
agreement, your regional manager must be contacted 
immediately to discuss the need and offer an appropriate 
solution,” he added. “Per our program guidelines, this 
offer is valid for one year from the date of this letter.

“Thank you for helping Colorado build an economy 
where all Coloradans can thrive.”

Garcia offers Monte 
Vista $10,000 grant
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To submit news, email:

news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

■ GOVERNOR
Governor Jared Polis (D), State Capi-

tol Building Room 136, 200 East Colfax, 

Denver CO 80203; (303) 866-2471; Fax 

(303) 866-2003.

 ■ STATE HOUSE
Donald Valdez (D), Colorado State 

Representative, District 62, 200 E Colfax, 

Room 307, Denver, CO 80203; phone: 
303-866-2916; email:Donald.valdez.
house@state.co.us

 ■ STATE SENATE
Larry Crowder (R),  Colorado State 

Senator, District 35, 200 E Colfax, Denver, 

CO 80203; phone: 303-866-4875 capitol, 

719-850-2459 cell; email: larry.crowder.

senate@state.co.us

■ U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Scott Tipton (R)  Regional Office — 719-

587-5105; 719-587-5137 (fax); Washington, 

DC — 326 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC 

20515; 202-225-4761; 202-226-9669 (fax); 

http://tipton.house.gov

■ U.S. SENATE
Michael Bennet (D) SLV Regional Of-

fice, 609 Main Street, Suite 110,  Alamosa 

81101; Phone: 587-0096; Fax: 587-0098; 

Washington office — 458 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington DC 20510; DC 

Phone: 202-224-5852; bennet.senate.gov

Cory Gardner (R), Regional Office, 503 

N Main Street, Ste, 426, Pueblo, 719-543-

1324, fax:  202-228-7174; Washington 

office: 354 Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington DC 20510; 202-224-5941

Write them

(ISSN 1047-1170)

Keith R Cerny
Publisher

Daniel McKillop
Managing Editor

Your FIRST Source for Local News

The Valley Courier and Conejos County Courier are published daily, Tuesday through Saturday by Alamosa Newspapers, 
Inc. 2205 State Ave., Alamosa, Colo. 81101. Periodicals Postage: is paid at Alamosa, Colo., Monte Vista, Colo., La Jara, 
Colo., and Fort Garland, Colo. Phone (719) 589-2553. FAX (719) 589-6573. News Media Corp. Web Site: http://www.
newscorporation.com. Postmaster send change of address to P.O. Box 1099.

Stephen Jiron Sports Editor/Asst. Editor
Helen Smith Staff Writer
Debbie Sowards Advertising Manager
Morgan Neely Sales Associate
Shasta Quintana Circulation

Lany Sveum Production Manager
Vernon Trujillo Production/Press Foreman
Ryker Alonzo Editorial Assistant
Richard R. Quintana Mailroom Supervisor

Awarded Colorado 
Press 2017

First Place, Best Photo 
Essay

First Place, Best Photo 
Portfolio

Second Place, Best 
News Photo

Second Place, Best 
photo Essay

Second Place
Serious Columns

Argus
Hamilton

God 
bless 

America ...
HOLLYWOOD — God Bless Amer-

ica, and how’s everybody?
Prince Harry and Duchess Meghan’s 

decision to take off for Canada and 
live in Vancouver means we will have 
them here January through March. 
Their entire country winters in L.A. 
This time of year, there are so many 
Canadians in Southern California it 
hardly feels like Mexico anymore.

Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Charles 
were reportedly fu-
rious when Har-
ry announced he 
and Meghan are 
moving to Canada. 
They were supposed 
to clear the an-
nouncement first. 
The Queen insists 
it is NOT a demo-
tion, but Harry and 
Meghan are now the 
Duke and Duchess 
of Saskatchewan.

Queen Elizabeth summoned Prince 
Harry and Duchess Meghan to San-
dringham Castle after the couple’s 
announcement they’re stepping down. 
Harry has blindsided the Queen by 
abdicating his born duties. The Queen 
is reported to be deeply upset about 
Prince Harry’s car accident next week.

Prince Harry and Duchess Meghan 
announced they’re stepping down from 
their Royal duties and moving to Can-
ada. They plan to live in Vancouver. 
Justin Trudeau is now huddled with 
Canada’s Chief of Protocol to see if, on 
their arrival, he should greet them in 
Blackface or Whiteface.

The U.S. Senate is being deluged 
by offers by politicians to testify in a 
Senate impeachment trial of President 
Trump both for and against him. They 
miss no opportunity to ham it up on 
TV in front of their voters. Politicians 
are like sperm, only one in a million 
turns out to be an actual human being.

Iran’s government at first denied 
accidentally shooting down the Ukrai-
nian airliner that went down shortly 
after takeoff last week from Teheran 
Airport. 

Another huge controversy is brew-
ing. Video clearly shows that Iran 
shot down the airliner but the New 
York City prison coroner has ruled it 
a suicide.

President Trump insisted on his 
right to drone strike Iran’s General 
Soleimani at the Baghdad Airport 
on Friday. Many are skeptical. After 
Iran’s counterattack, it’s now widely 
believed that the Iranians fired the 
missile that accidentally killed Solei-
mani, and that Trump is just taking 
credit for it.

Iran’s Ayatollah warned the U.S. on 
Friday that last week’s missile attack 
was just a taste of what their military 
can do. They fired 12 missiles, all of 
them duds, and Iran said they have 
more of those where they came from, 
Acme Manufacturing. They shop at 
the same place as the Democrats.

Democratic presidential candidate 
Joe Biden shook up the race on Thurs-
day by announcing if elected president 
he would name Barack Obama to sit on 
the Supreme Court. Biden didn’t stop 
there. In addition, Joe also promised 
he would appoint Bill Clinton to be a 
judge on The Bachelorette.

Michael Moore in an interview with 
Rolling Stone’s podcast forecasted that 
President Trump will be re-elected 
to another four years in office in No-
vember. 

He then warned Americans to stop 
trusting white people. I think the only 
white person Michael Moore trusts is 
the Pillsbury Doughboy.

Florida prosecutors appealed New 
England Patriots owner Bob Kraft’s 
skating on prostitution charges. A 
judge had ruled the blanket video sur-
veillance of all customers at the Asian 
Spa was unconstitutional. The more 
serious charge is that Bob Kraft is 78, 
and that’s underage sex in Florida. 

Graceland in Memphis had a vigil 
Wednesday to mark the 85th anni-
versary of the birth of Elvis Presley. 
When Elvis died, pathologists found 
in his blood large amounts of Dilau-
did, Percodan, Demerol, codeine and 
Quaalude. There’s no way he left us 
for a better world than that one. 

CBS News reports that 30% of Mil-
lennials who live in Los Angeles still 
live with their parents for various 
reasons. Yesterday morning an L.A. 
Millennial told his mom and dad that 
he’s finally decided to grow up and 
live alone. He gave them two hours to 
pack their things and leave the house.

Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at 
Argus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Gimme shelter magazines
“Hmmm, that looks comfy.” 
I was flipping through a glossy home 

decor magazine and stopped at a section on 
bathrooms. The featured 
element, the tub, was a 
harsh, gray rectangle 
with knife-edge corners 
made of gray poured 
concrete. 

If it weren’t for the rose 
petals floating on top of 
the water, you might mis-
take it for a particularly 
cruel and unusual horse 
trough. 

Maybe the rose petals 
are there to lure alien life 
forms, because certainly 
no human will ever sit 
and soak in that tub. How would you clean 
it? Sandblast the soap ring? 

If the tub was harsh, the sink looked as if it 
came from the Country Club Prison Collection. 
It was a stainless steel basin that jutted from 
the wall with no pipes showing, presumably 
so they couldn’t be ripped out and used as a 
weapon during an escape attempt. 

The toilet, though, looked as if it came from 
the future. You would need special training to 
use it, like the astronauts on the space station.

As I looked at the pictures, all I could think 
was, “These guys don’t have kids.” I don’t even 

think they have adults. There were no wet 
towels lying across the tub, no half-squeezed 
tubes of toothpaste by the sink. There were no 
nail-clippers, brushes or combs in sight. No 
trash can with a strand of dental floss hang-
ing down the side, no bottles of prescription 
medicines scattered about. No towels show-
ing their age, no deodorant sticks or cologne 
bottles visible, no lipstick, no mascara, no 
mouthwash. 

Absolutely nothing indicated human habi-
tation. Who lives here? Robby the Robot? If 
so, why does he need a toilet?

Home design magazines call themselves 
“shelter” magazines now. I wonder if that’s 
how the editors talk to each other at dinner 
parties.

“Nice shelter you’ve got here, Bob! Who 
does the rose petals in your bathtub? My guy 
quit, so I’m looking for someone. By the way, 
have you got any Band-Aids? I cut my hand 
on your tub, but I couldn’t find the medicine 
cabinet. Oh, the medicine cabinet is the thing 
made out of razor wire? I thought that was a 
towel rack! You’re so right, it probably does 
keep people from snooping.”

I go through shelter magazines now, not 
looking for the latest trends in furniture or 
window treatments, but for signs of life. You 
see the ultra-modern living room, all white, 
glass and sharp corners; does it say “cool 
sophistication,” or does it say “We have no 

kids, no pets and no friends?” Can you imagine 
having people over for beer and pizza in this 
joint? Can you see a mom changing a baby’s 
diaper on a white Italian leather sofa while 
watching “Ellen?”

You never see a purse plopped down on 
the hallway table in these magazines or a 
newspaper folded over to the sports section. 
You never see a sweater hanging over the 
back of a chair or dirty socks in front of the 
TV cabinet. You never see crayon drawings 
and family photos stuck to the refrigerator 
with magnets.

Here’s a fun game idea: Try to find any five 
items on this list pictured in an issue of any 
design magazine: a stack of junk mail, a set 
of car keys, a branded bottle of dish soap, mis-
matched pots, refrigerator magnets, an open 
bag of lime-flavored taco chips, a random pile 
of notes beside a phone, a jumble of books on 
a bedside table, a tube of Neosporin, reading 
glasses, a dog or cat dish with kibble spilled 
all around it, some ugly thing that a relative 
gave the owners that they display just to keep 
peace in the family.

I don’t know what shelter magazine editors 
do with all their personal junk when company 
comes. Maybe they just dump it all in the 
square tub and cover it up with rose petals.

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@gmail.
com.

Jim 
Mullen

THE 
VILLAGE 

IDIOT

Reader wants to pay off credit card debt
DEAR HARRIETTE: I spent too much 

money on Christmas gifts, even though I 
promised myself that I would stick to a bud-
get. Now I’m saddled with several thousand 
dollars’ worth of credit card bills exactly at 
the time when I wanted to be starting fresh 
financially. How can I change my habits 
given that I already messed up and the year 
is just starting? — Becoming Debt-Free

DEAR BECOMING DEBT-FREE: Kudos 
to you for recognizing your folly. That is the 
first step to changing your behavior. Con-
sider several options for clearing up your 
debt situation. 

Since financial savvy is not your strong 
suit, get help. You may want to download 
a simple financial planning tracker app 
into which you log every penny you spend 
and why. You can get one that helps you to 
budget the resources that you have. For a 
listing of highly recommended apps, visit 
doughroller.net/budgeting/10-tablet-apps-
that-manage-your-money.

For a small monthly fee, you can hire a 
bookkeeper to help you to get your affairs in 
order. Ask your friends or co-workers for rec-
ommendations. You can also find a financial 
adviser who will review all of your financial 
information and help you to get on course 
for a healthy financial future. The point is 

for you to get help from people who know 
more than you and who have the ability to 
help guide you to healthier behavior. 

You may also want and need ongoing 
support. Consider joining Debtors Anony-
mous. Just like Alcoholics Anonymous, you 
can go to free meetings for people who are 
struggling to manage their money and who 
come together to talk about their concerns 
and help one another make smarter choices. 
To find a meeting near you, visit debtor-
sanonymous.org.

DEAR HARRIETTE: Like the person who 
wrote in about having chest pains and heart 
palpitations, I had the same symptoms for 
years, and no doctor could ever figure out 
what was wrong with me. Finally a cardiolo-
gist diagnosed my problem as microvascular 
angina, which is common in women. The 
small vessels around the heart constrict, 
giving the same symptoms as a heart at-
tack. Medications are available to treat this 
condition. 

I’d suggest your reader call a cardiologist. 
My life has been transformed. -- No More 
Heart Pain

DEAR NO MORE HEART PAIN: Thank 
you for sharing your story and how you were 
able to be helped by your cardiologist. One 
of the greatest accomplishments of modern 

medicine is doctors’ ability to diagnose a 
multitude of health conditions. 

For people who have not figured out what’s 
wrong, don’t give up. Go to specialists until 
you find a doctor who can help you to de-
termine what’s wrong and how to restore 
your health. It can be easy to give up when 
you reach a few dead ends. Hopefully, this 
reader’s story will help you to keep search-
ing for answers.

Harriette Cole is a lifestylist and founder 
of DREAMLEAPERS, an initiative to help 
people access and activate their dreams. 
You can send questions to askharriette@
harriettecole.com or c/o Andrews McMeel 
Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., Kansas City, 
MO 64106.

Today is the 15th day of 2020 and the 
26th day of winter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1759, the 
British Museum opened to the public.

In 1844, the University of Notre Dame 
received its official charter from the state 
of Indiana.

In 1892, Dr. James Naismith pub-
lished his original 13 rules of “basket 
ball” in the Springfield College school 
newspaper.

In 1943, the Pentagon was dedicated 
in Arlington, Virginia.

In 2009, a US Airways flight made an 
emergency landing in the Hudson River 

shortly after takeoff from LaGuardia 
Airport in New York.

TODAY’S FACT: The Pentagon is the 
world’s largest office building by floor 
area, with 3.7 million square feet of 
dedicated office space.

TODAY’S SPORTS: In 1967, the Green 
Bay Packers defeated the Kansas City 
Chiefs 35-10 in the first Super Bowl.

TODAY’S QUOTE: “There comes a 
time when one must take a position that 
is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, 
but he must take it because conscience 
tells him it is right.” — Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Hoops rules invented 128 years ago
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SANFORD — Sanford 
Preschool received the 
Colorado Shines Hard-
ship Quality Improve-
ment Program grant. 

It is funded by the Of-
fice of Early Childhood, 
Colorado Department of 
Human Services and ad-
ministered by local Early 
Childhood Councils across 
Colorado. 

This program aims to 
provide quality incentive 
funds for Early Learn-
ing Programs serving a 
high needs population 
as defined in the School 
Readiness Quality Im-
provement Program Rules 
(7.716.12 CCR).

The grant allowed for 
the purchase of quality 
resources to be used to 
access coaching, profes-
sional development, and 
early learning materials. 
Some of the materials 
purchased included an 
indoor science table, a 
cozy cube, musical in-

struments, a greenhouse, 
dress-up clothes, and var-
ious manipulatives. For 
outside new bike helmets 
and an obstacle course 
were purchased. 

Emily Davis, the Pre-
school director said, “I 
am excited for the kiddos 
to have access to these 
new and different learn-
ing tools.  We purchased 
a light table, and the kids 
are already expanding 
their knowledge about 
what happens when two 
different colored slides 
are put on top of each 
other — a new color ap-
pears and they love it.  
Excitement has also been 
in the dramatic play 
area with new dress-up 
clothes; we even went for 
a walk to the “operetta” 
all dressed up.” 

The Sanford Preschool 
has two sessions. The 
a.m. session is from 8 
a.m. until 11 a.m. and an 
afternoon session is from 

12:30 p.m. until 4 p.m.
Emily Davis and Suzy 

Martinez are the current 
teachers in the Preschool 
program. Between the 
two of them, they have 
over 41 years teaching 
preschool and/or Early 
Childhood Education.

Big adventures for 
Sanford’s littlest learners

Courtesy photos 

From left to right are: Riley Lopez, Thomas Crowther, Mya Salazar and Aylah 
Medina.

Kolstin Reynolds, Makayla Campos, Walter Larson and Bentlee Breeding

Jasmine Zlater, Riggin Gartrell, Ezra Reed and Donovan Ruiz.

MONTE VISTA — The 
Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge held its 
annual Christmas Bird 
Count on Dec. 14 in the 
San Luis Valley of south-
central Colorado.  

Fiften people (five teams) 
spent a total of six hours 
birding and covered over 
240 miles on the count. 
Two families participated 
by watching their feeders 
for about seven hours. 
Weather conditions dur-
ing the day were warmish 
with partly cloudy skies 
and no wind. The day 
started out at 15 degrees 
and rose to a balmy 45. The 

groups covered most of the 
176 square miles of circle. 

This year’s numbers 
were above average. A 
total of 56 species were 
documented and 3,283 
individuals. Sixty-three 
species are still the re-
cord. Best birds were all 
three Rosy-finch, Cassin’s 
Finch, Greater Yellowlegs, 
Peregrine Falcon, and 
Ring-neck Duck. During 
the count week, three 
Clark’s Nutcrackers were 
reported. New to the count 
is Lewis’s Woodpecker. 
This bird has only been 
report twice in the winter 

Results of 62nd 
Monte Vista NWR 
Christmas bird count

Courtesy photo

A small group of American Goldfinch, pictured above, 
take a dip in the water.

■ See BIRD page 7



Results 

Adams State Basketball
Jan. 10

Colorado School of Mines 79, ASU 36 (W)
Colorado School of Mines 90, ASU 64 (M)

Jan. 11
UC-CS 69, ASU 54 (W)
UC-CS 92, ASU 85 (M)

Prep Basketball
Jan. 7

Pueblo Central 57, Monte Vista 38 (B)
Jan. 10

Center 29, Mancos 24 (G)
Mancos 71, Center 57 (B)

Rocky Ford 40, Sangre de Cristo 23 (G) 
Sangre de Cristo 60, Rocky Ford 53 (B) 

Jan. 11
Crested Butte 65, Creede 33 (B) 

Sargent 56, Center 38 (G)
Center 38, Sargent 30 (B)

Questa 49, Antonito 20 (G)
Antonito 72, Questa 67 (B)

Alamosa 59, Pinnacle 22 (B)
Alamosa 44, Ignacio 39 (G)

Primero 67, Sierra Grande 46 (B) 
Del Norte 48, Sangre de Cristo 44 (G)
Sangre de Cristo 73, Del Norte 60 (B)

Pagosa Springs 42, Sanford 29 (G)
Sanford 51, Pagosa Springs 37 (B)

Kent Denver 69, Monte Vista 46 (B)
Jan. 14

Center 33, Monte Vista 32 (G)
Monte Vista 56, Center 33  (G)

Cotopaxi 63, Creede 20 (G) 
Cotopaxi 63, Creede 31 (B) 

Pueblo East 56, Alamosa 52 (B)

Adams State Wrestling
Jan. 10

ASU 25, San Francisco State 20 
ASU 36, Simon Frasier 9 

Minnesota State 22, ASU 21 

Prep Wrestling
Jan. 9

Alamosa 55, Centauri 24
Jan. 10

Alamosa Duals
Alamosa 61, Widefield 18

Alamosa 36, Adams City 33
Centauri 41, Bennett 31

Rocky Ford 42, Centauri 30
Jan. 11

Gary Ramstetter Classic
1. Alamosa - 200, 9. Alamosa JV - 52

Cowboy Invitational
7. Sierra Grande/Centennial-110.5, 8. Del Norte 

70.5, 12. Center 48, 13. Sargent - 43

Rocky Mountain Wrestling Tournament 
3. Centauri- 200, 7. Monte Vista - 108

Upcoming Events
Adams State Basketball
Jan. 17

5:30/7:30 p.m. ASU at Colorado Mesa (W/M)
Jan. 18

5/7 p.m. ASU at Western Colorado (W/M)

Prep Basketball
Jan. 16

4 p.m. Ignacio at Del Norte (G)
4:30 p.m. Lake City at Sierra Grandt (G/B)

4:30/ 6 p.m. Sargent at Mancos (G/B)
Jan. 17

12 p.m. South Park at Center (G)
1:30 p.m. Sanford at South Park (B)

4 p.m. Del Norte at Crested Butte (B)
4:30 p.m. Centennial at La Veta (G/B)
5 p.m. Sierra Grande at Creede (G/B) 

5 p.m. Antonito at Manzanola (B) 
5:30/ 7 p.m. Alamosa at Bayfield (G/B)

5:30/ 7 p.m. Centauri at Monte Vista (G/B)
Jan. 18

TBA Sierra Grande at Aguilar (G)
2 p.m. Crested Butte at Sanford (G/B) 

2 p.m. Cripple Creek at Moffat-Mtn. Valley (G/B) 
3 p.m.  Center at Del Norte (G/B)

3/5 p.m. Sargent at Custer County (G/B)
5 p.m. Creede at Antonito (G/B) 

5:30/ 7 p.m. Centauri at Pagosa Springs (G/B)
5:30/ 7 p.m. Monte Vista at Alamosa (G/B)

Prep Hockey
Jan. 17

6:40 p.m. SLV at Taos
Jan. 18

8:40 a.m. SLV at Taos

Adams State Swimming
Jan. 17

Colorado Classic
ASU at Colorado College (W/M)

Adams State Wrestling
Jan. 16

6 p.m. Western Colorado at ASU

Prep Wrestling 
Jan. 16

6 p.m. Gunnison at Del Norte
6 p.m. Alamosa at Monarch

Jan. 17

6 p.m. Dolores Huerta at Sierra Grande-Centennial 

Mel Smith Husky Invite
TBA Centauri, Del Norte, Monte Vista  at Florence

Top of the Rockies Tournament
TBA Alamosa at Centaurus

Jan. 18
Husky Invite

TBA Centauri, Del Norte at Florence

Pueblo Centennial Tourny
TBA Center at Pueblo Centennial

Top of the Rockies Tournament
TBA Alamosa at Centaurus

Gene Gagliardi Tourney
Sierra Grande-Centennial at Trinidad

Schedules subject to change

AHS Basketball Reunion
ALAMOSA — Alamosa High School is hosting 
a reunion for former coach Ken Niven. While at 
Alamosa, Niven oversaw a Mean Moose run of 

four consecutive titles from 1989-92 over Classes 
AA and 4A. He also had four Division I signees. 

The reunion will take place Friday and Saturday of 
Jan. 24th and 25th. Friday will be the home games 
against Montezuma-Cortez at 5:30/7 p.m. followed 

by a social at the Bankshot. Saturday will be a 
mid-morning shoot around at AHS then the home 
games against Pagosa Springs at 5:30/7 p.m. Niven 
and Alumni players will be recognized at halftime. 
Saturday’s social will take place at the Purple Pig 

Pizzeria following the games. 

ASU Volleyball open tryouts
ALAMOSA — Saturday, January 25th the ASU Griz-

zlies Volleyball team will be holding tryouts. The event 
is open to any 2020/2021 high school students and/
or Junior College players.  For the registration form 
email alimiller@adams.edu. Participants are asked 
to bring or email in a completed registration form, 
a current sports physical and a proof of insurance 
(company and policy information). For questions or 
to email in a form, physical, insurance package be 
sure to contact Coach Miller at alimiller@adams.edu 
or at (720) 879- 2803

Sports Bulletin
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Sargent’s Van Bibber to CDCCA Hall of Fame
DENVER — Colorado baseball his-

tory isn’t complete without a distin-
guished class of hall of famers. With 
that in

mind, members of the Colorado Dug-
out Club Coaches Association (CDCCA) 
decided to construct its own Hall of

Fame. Spurred on by a nomination 
committee, the Colorado Dugout Club 
was proud to present its 2010

inaugural Hall of Fame class. The 
process that led to the initial class of 
19 was arduous, tedious, exciting

and rewarding.
This year the process was every bit as 

exciting and rewarding. The nominees 
increased from last year to

now a ballot of over 150 men who 
someday may enter this select group 
of baseball people and refer to

themselves as hall of famers.
Along the way, many of these nomi-

nees again crossed paths with previous 
classes inductees, and

intertwined with a single purpose--to 
add their special touch to unify players, 
coaches and schools. And

they did that with an uncanny ability 
and grace that has helped develop the 
highest standard for others

to follow.
These men, as did the previous year’s 

groups and the inaugural class, have 
achieved above the norm.

Their contributions and influence 
created legacies along the way that 
impacted those throughout the

state, region, nation and internation-
ally. Their involvement within and 
outside their respective

communities have led others to refer 
to them as “Baseball Guys” and “Mr. 
Baseball”.

This year’s class, joins those who 
have set themselves apart, made a dif-
ference, passed the test of time

and left an indelible mark. 
Therefore, it is with great honor that 

we, the Colorado Dugout Club Coaches
Association, would like to present 

the Hall of Fame class of 2020: CHSAA 
Assistant Commissioner Bert

Borgmann, long time former head 
baseball coach at Colorado University 

Frank “Chief Prentup, Former
head coach at Mullen HS and Metro 

State University Vince Porreco, Long 
time baseball coach at

Colorado School of Mines Jim Darden, 
longtime baseball coach and tourna-
ment organizer in Pueblo Joe Ande-
nucio, Former head

baseball coach in Rifle Gordon Coo-
per, Current head baseball coach at 
Sargent HS Terry Van Bibber

and Longtime Denver area head and 
assistant coach Bob Dampier.

The hall of fame dinner and festivities 
will begin at 7 p.m. January 17 at the 
Marriott Tech Center, 4900 S.

Syracuse St Denver Co.
Former players, former coaching col-

leagues and all their past and current 
friends please come celebrate

the careers of this incredible group 
of men.

Tickets are $40 and can be purchased 
by contacting Mike Letofsky at colora-
dodugoutclub@comcast.net

or 303-809-0132, or by purchasing 
online at coloradodugoutclub.org.

Courier photo by Stephen Jiron

Sargent’s Terry Van Bibber watches his 
team during 2018 2A state tournament 
play.  

Center 33, Monte Vista 332 (G)

CEN 11   9    7    6  –  33

MV 2   10   11   9 –  32

Center – A.Varela 1 8-14 10, B.Almeida 4 0-1 8, N.Cendajas 2 1-2 6, E.Trujillo 1 2-4 5, J.Aguilar 1 0-0 2, Totals 

10 9-19 33. 3-point goals: N.Cendejas, E. Trujillo. Fouls: 20. Fouled out: B.Almeida, N.Cendejas, A.Varela. 

Technicals: none

Monte Vista – H.Bernal 4 3-8 12, A.Perea 1 7-11 9, A.Romero 2 0-2 5, L. Medina 0 2-6 2, S.Bernal 0 0-3 0, Totals 

7 12-30 32. 3-point goals: H.Bernal, A.Romero. Fouls: 23. Fouled out: M.Medina, S.Bernal. Technicals: none. 

Monte Vista 56, Center 33 (B)

MV 12   15   14   15 –  56

CEN 11   13    5     4 –  33

Monte Vista – J.Chavez 6 10-11 22, N.Torrez 5 3-3 14, A.Maestas 4 2-3 11, T.Otero 4 0-1 8, L.Cervantes 0 

1-2 1, Totals 19 16-22 56. 3-point goals: N.Torrez, A.Maestas. Fouls: 15. Fouled out: none. Technicals: none. 

Center –U.Gonzalez 3 4-5 10, D.Porres 2 3-4 8, C.Almeida 1 2-3 4, J.Miranda 1 2-2 4, V.Almeida 1 0-0 3. 

D.Velez 1 0-0 2, H. De La Cruz 1 0-0 2. Totals 9 11-14 33. 3-point goals: V.Almeida, D.Porres. Fouls: 20. Fouled 

out: D.Velez, H.De La Cruz.  Technicals: none

Monte Vista and Center meet for non-league contests

Courier photos by Stephen Jiron

Center’s Alexis Varela (22) is defended by Haley Bernal (14) of Monte Vista during 
Tuesday evenings game. Both girls led their respective teams in scoring – Varela 
with 10 points and Bernal with 12 points

Monte Vista senior Jarren Chavez (1) works against fellow senior Devin Porres 
of Center during Tuesday’s boys game. Chavez took the team lead in scoring 
for the Pirates with 22 points. 



Wednesday, January 15, 2020 Valley Courier Page 7

Valley News

ALAMOSA — Come and enjoy a 
unique opportunity to cross country 
ski and snowshoe at the historic 4UR 
Ranch this winter. 

The San Juan Nordic Club and 4UR 
will be hosting this event from 9 a.m.-
2p.m. on Jan. 25. 

Free skiing on the trails is available 
from 9 a.m.-2p.m. At 10 a.m., the Nor-
dic Club will hold free beginner and 
intermediate cross country ski lessons. 
At noon, there will be a potluck by the 
bonfire. 

4UR Ranch, a private guest ranch, 
has graciously opened its gates to the 
public for this event. Visitors are invited 
to hang out by the fire and enjoy a hot 
drink, or go for a ski or snowshoe with 
their friends and family. So, anyone is 
welcome to bring family and friends and 

a dish to share. Please bring one’s own 
dishes, silverware and mug, as well. 
Hot beverages will be provided. If one 
would like to join us but don’t have skis, 
rentals are available at Kristi Mountain 
Sports in Alamosa, and at Doc’s and 
8200 Mountain Sports in South Fork. 

For more information, contact Kathy 
at 530 251-3571. 

Sign-ups are requested, but not re-
quired. To sign-up, visit our Facebook 
Page or email sanjuannordic@gmail.com

The San Juan Nordic Club is a 501c3 
charitable organization. “Our mission 
is to provide groomed and ungroomed 
winter trails for non-motorized use by 
people of all ages and abilities; and to 
provide winter recreation, education and 
community-building experiences in the 
San Luis Valley area.”

Fun Ski and Snowshoe at 
the historic 4UR Jan. 25

in this area.
The information was 

sent to the National Audu-
bon to be included in the 
National Christmas Bird 
Count. 

The website (http://
www.audubon.org/bird/
cbc/) is easy to access and 
one can see how it has been 
done in years past as far as 
the numbers go. 

The following is a sum-
mary list of species and 
individual numbers of each 
that were documented dur-
ing the 2020 event:

w 127 American Crow 
w 28 American Goldfinch
w 4 American Kestrel
w 2 American Robin 
w 31 American Tree Spar-

row 
w 3 Bald Eagle
w 1 Belted Kingfisher
w 3 Black Rosy-Finch
w 187 Black-billed Mag-

pie
w 24 Black-capped Chick-

adee
w 2 Brown Creeper
w 115 B r o w n - c a p p e d 

Rosy-Finch
w 131 Canada Goose
w 9 Cassin’s Finch
w 2 Clark’s Nutcracker
w 212 Common Raven
w 1 Cooper’s Hawk
w 95 Dark-eyed Junco
w 107 Eurasian Collared-

dove
w 636 European Starling
w 2 Golden Eagle
w 2 Gray-crowned Rosy-

finch
w 8 Great Blue Heron

Bird
■ Continued from Page 5

w 11 Great Horned Owl
w 12 Great-tailed Grackle
w 3 Greater Yellowlegs
w 1 Hairy Woodpecker
w 179 Horned Lark
w 122 House Finch
w 448 House Sparrow
w 1 Lewis’ Woodpecker
w 101 Mallard 
w 9 Marsh Wren

w 10 Mountain Chicka-
dee

w 2 Mourning Dove
w 6 Northern Flicker
w 19 Northern Harrier
w 3 Northern Pintail 
w 3 Northern Shrike
w 1 Peregrine Falcon
w 20 Pine Siskin
w 1 Prairie Falcon

ALAMOSA — Toby Robinson came to 
Alamosa County Department of Human 
Services to accomplish his Eagle Scout 
Project. 

His project was to help out the com-
munity in the way he saw fit. He decided 
to choose the San Luis Valley Foster 
Care Program as his project in the com-
munity to help. 

He decided to donate 100 backpacks 
that were filled with comfort objects 
(stuffed animals and blankets), hygiene 
sets, activity sets (coloring book, crayons 
and a toy) and a water bottle. 

Robinson gathered all the backpacks 
and the items thanks to donations from 
local businesses and community mem-
bers. 

He said he wanted to do this project 

because he knows how it feels to be in 
the system and not have belongings of 
his own. 

It was amazing to see a youth who has 
gone through the system decide to give 
back to the system. 

The directors of the San Luis Valley 
Foster Care Program and the Foster 
Care Coordinators were deeply touched 
by his amazing project, it gave those who 
have been in this line of work quite the 
feeling to see the youth the organization 
has helped give back to the system. A 
heartfelt thanks to Toby Robinson for 
all his hard work and dedication to the 
San Luis Valley Foster Care Program.

Justin Rilling, Program Manager, 
Alamosa County DHS

Courtesy photo

Members of the Alamosa County Department of Human Services smile while 
looking at the backpacks. Pictured from left to right are Linda Warsh, Jody Kern, 
Catherine Salazar, Nick Barela, Tommy Vigil, Toby Robinson, Taylor Martinez 
and Matthew Tulley.

Robinson remembers 
where he came from
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LAS VEGAS – Kicking off the 12th annual Potato 
Expo, which began Tuesday and continues today in 
Las Vegas, the National Potato Council announced 
the launhing of its new podcast, “Eye on Potatoes.” 

The podcast, available on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, 
and Google Podcasts, provides a platform for growers 
throughout the country and policy makers in Wash-
ington to learn about industry policy priorities and 
hear from growers and experts on the latest issues 
affecting the industry.

“NPC was created in 1948 for the sole purpose of 
impacting federal policy to benefit the U.S. potato 
industry,” said NPC CEO Kam Quarles. “A key part 
of our ability to be successful in that mission is for 
growers and allied industry members to know what 
NPC is doing on the federal level, how it’s impacting 
them, and how they can get involved. The ‘Eye 
on Potatoes’ is a terrific way to keep our partners 
throughout the country and in D.C. updated, 
knowledgeable, and engaged with our efforts on their 
behalf.” 

The bi-weekly podcast is hosted by Lane Nord-
lund, a professional television and radio agriculture 
broadcaster based out of Bozeman, Mont. Born and 
raised in Central Montana, Nordlund has been 
involved in production agriculture his entire life. He 
provides live televised broadcasts for the Montana 
Ag Network and hosts a segment on the statewide 
radio program “Montana Talks Hosted by Aaron 
Flint.” Nordlund also hosts a podcast for the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Association and produces an 
agriculture podcast called “The LaneCast,” which 
focuses on rural and agriculture issues in the west-
ern United States.

Current “Eye on Potatoes” episodes include: 
1. Welcome and Introduction. Guest: Kam 

Quarles, NPC CEO
2. The International Trade Environ-

ment. Guests: Matt Lantz, Vice President 
of Global Access, Bryant Christie; Jared 
Balcom, NPC Vice President of the Trade 
Affairs Committee and President of Balcom 
and Moe, Inc. in Pasco, Wash.; Kam Quar-
les, NPC CEO

3. Immigration and Ag Guest Worker 
Reforms. Guests: Mike Carlton, Director of 
Labor Relations Florida Fruit and Vegetable 
Association; Ralph Child, owner of Child-
stock Farms, Inc. in Malone, N.Y.; Kam 
Quarles, NPC CEO

4. Ag Transportation in the 
21st Century. Guests: Jon Sampson, Ex-
ecutive Director of the American Trucking 
Associations’ Agricultural and Food Trans-
porters Conference; Dominic LaJoie, major-
ity owner and partner of LaJoie Growers 
Vegetable Operations in Aroostook County, 
Maine; Kam Quarles, NPC CEO   

Upcoming episodes will feature conversations on 
health and nutrition, sustainability, ag research, 
trends in agriculture and consumption, food labeling, 
registrations and impacts on potato exports, and seed 
certification and best practices for managing seed.

Listeners can subscribe on Apple Podcasts, Google 
Podcasts, Spotify, and other podcast platforms.

The National Potato Council represents the in-
terests of U.S. potato growers on federal legislative, 
regulatory, environmental and trade issues. The 
value of U.S. potato production is over $3.7 billion 
annually and supports hundreds of thousands of jobs 
both directly and indirectly.

ALAMOSA — The Adams State University The-
atre Program creates something from nothing in just 
24 hours as it opens its spring season with 24 Hour 
Devised Theatre at 8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18, in the 
Xperimental Theatre. This event is free to the public.

For the second year in a row, audiences can experi-
ence an exciting form of theatre in which original works 
are created, developed, cast, rehearsed and performed 
within one 24-hour period.

Beginning at 8 p.m. on Friday, ASU Theatre students 
and faculty will begin the process of developing new 
works. Over the next 24 hours, these pieces will go from 
ideas on the page to staged productions presented in 
front of an audience on Saturday. The performance will 
last around one hour.

24 Hour Devised Theatre is the start of an exciting 
series of shows during the spring semester.  In Febru-
ary, two romantic comedies, “Courting 101” and “Check 
Please” will be presented during Valentine’s Day week. 
In March, three classic episodes of The Twilight Zone 
will be staged live in the Xperimental Theatre along 
with the one-act play “The Myths and Bricks Project.”

The semester will conclude with SUPERHERO II: 
THE RETURN OF SUPERHERO. Under the direction 
of George McConnell, assistant professor of theatre, 
this original devised work explores the world of comic 
book heroes and asks a basic question: in troubled 
times to whom do we turn for help? Celebrating the 
extraordinary in the ordinary, the answer can be found 
in ourselves. 

The Lost and Found Comedy Improv will perform 
free shows on Feb. 1, March 28 and May 4 at 8 p.m. in 
the Xperimental Theatre.

For more information, please contact John Taylor, 
professor of theatre, at jhtaylor@adams.edu or 719-
587-7382. 24 Hour Devised Theatre is a free event at 
8 p.m. this Saturday in the Xperimental Theatre. For 
mature audiences only.

NPC launches new 
‘Eye on Potatoes’ 

podcast 
Podcast on all things potatoes 

available at Apple Podcasts, 

Google Podcasts, Spotify

Adams State Theatre 
presents 24-Hour 
Devised Theatre 

on Saturday
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221
HELP WANTED

CENTER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT is looking 
to hire a board secretary. 
Individual must be self-
motivated and Quick-
Books proficient. Duties 
include: Payroll, Setting 
up budgets, taking min-
utes at monthly meetings, 
filing state requirements, 
and some department 
business. Grant writing 
experience or desire to 
learn to write grants a 
plus. 50-60 hours per 
month. Pay will be de-
termined from experi-
ence. If interested send 
resume to Center Fire 
Department P.O. Box 
845, Center CO. 81125. 
(1/29)
E X P E R I E N C E D 
DENTAL HYGIEN-
IST wanted.  Established 
practice in Alamosa, full 
time or part time.  Must 
have active license.  Send 
resume to PO Box 1841 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
(1/15-TFN)
ARLAN’S PRO SER-
VICE looking Drug/
Alcohol Technician with 
computer skills, will 
train $13-$15. Appren-
tice Electricians $20-$25. 
Apply in person at 6750 
Cramer Road, Alamosa 
CO. or call 719-496-
6901.(1/22)
HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS ALAMOSA 
hiring all AM/PM Desk 
Shifts and Night Audit.  
Apply in person (1/21)
 CALDON TRUCK-
ING IS looking for a 
CDL driver.   Please call 
719-274-4464.(1/21)
C V C L C  A T 
HOMELAKE is seek-
ing permanent full-time 
CNA positions for our 
24-hour Skilled Nursing 
Home and a Temporary 
full-t ime Equipment 
Operator (transportation 
Driver).  Prefer experi-
ence with long-term care 
but not required.  We 
offer competitive salary, 
retirement plan (Pub-
lic Employees Retire-
ment Account (PERA), 
401K/457), health and 
dental insurance options, 
life insurance, short term 
disability, 10 paid holi-
days/year, sick leave and 
paid vacation for per-
manent positions.  Must 
have a current driver li-
cense; pass a CBI/FBI 
background check, and 
drug screen. Interested 
candidates in the above 
positions must complete 
an official State appli-
cation.  http://agency.
governmentjobs.com/
colorado  Contact Nina 
Esquibel for assistance at 
719-852-8215.  For ques-
tions regarding available 
open shifts for CNA po-
sitions contact Crystal 
Gallegos, DON or Sandra 
Qualls, ADON, at 719-
852-5118.(1/18)
S I G N I N G  B O -
NUS~$1,000 AT hire, 
$1,000 after complet-
ing one year of service.   
Conejos County is seek-
ing a Caseworker for the 
Department of Social 
services and offering a 
signing bonus.  Annual 
Salary $35,000. Respon-
sibilities include: Intake 
and/or ongoing social 
casework services to 
families/adults, attending 
drug court, performing 
assessments, counsel-
ing, and crisis interven-
tion. Duties are to protect 
children and adults from 
situations of abuse, ne-
glect and other forms of 
maltreatment.  Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Work, 
Psychology or related 
field required.  One-year 
experience preferred. 
Applications are avail-
able at Conejos County 
Administration Office 
6683 County Rd. 13, 
Conejos, CO 81129, or 
via email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadline is January 17, 
2020.  Inquiries call 719-
376-6799 EEOE (1/17)

221
HELP WANTED

CONEJOS COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S Office is 
seeking a Patrol Deputy.  
Duties include: Enforces 
Colorado laws & ordi-
nances, report writing, in-
vestigates, apprehends and 
arrests suspects. Patrols 
entire county.  Must be 21 
years of age, have a valid 
driver’s license and be 
Colorado Post Certified.   
Must be eligible to carry a 
firearm.  Must pass back-
ground check and drug 
screen.  2 years’ relevant 
law enforcement experi-
ence preferred.  Starting 
salary is $35,360.  County 
Application Required. 
Deadline Ongoing.  Ap-
plications available at the 
Conejos County Human 
Resources Office or via 
email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us. 
Inquiries call 719-376-
6799 or 719-376-2196.  
(1/17 #2)
CONEJOS COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S Office is 
seeking full-time and 
part-time Detention Dep-
uties in the jail.  $15.00/
hr.  Performs routine work 
in the safekeeping of pris-
oners, oversees inmates 
during transport, testifies 
in court, and processes 
arrest/booking paperwork 
for detention and courts.  
Experience preferred.  
High School Diploma or 
equivalent. Must be able 
to pass pre-employment 
background check, and 
drug screen.  County Ap-
plication Required.  Dead-
line: January 17, 2020.  
Applications available at 
Conejos County Human 
Resources or via email 
upon request at cricci@
co.conejos.co.us. Inquiries 
call 719-376-6799 or 719-
376-2196. (1/17 #3) 
OTERO JUNIOR COL-
LEGE Child Develop-
ment Services accepting 
applications for positions 
at the Center, Colorado 
Migrant and Seasonal 
Head Start Center Full-
time Family Advocate 
Full-time Head Teacher 
(non-classroom supervi-
sory position) Full-time 
Bus Driver/Janitor. All po-
sitions eligible for health, 
dental, vision and life 
benefits.  Participate in 
Public Employees Re-
tirement Association. 
Earn sick and personal 
leave. Job descriptions 
with qualification require-
ments and applications 
are available at the CDS 
website employment page 
at www.cdsheadstart.com  
Application deadline for 
the Family Advocate posi-
tion is January 27, 2020.  
Applications for Head 
Teacher and Bus Driver/
Janitor position will be 
accepted until positions 
filled. For more infor-
mation contact Michelle 
Weaver, 719-384-3103 or 
at michelle.weaver@ojc.
edu  Otero Junior College 
is an Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action/Title 
IX/Section 504 employer.
(1/27)
THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is seeking a Full-
Time Water/Wastewater 
Technician I to perform 
operations, maintenance, 
and repairs within the 
water and sewer divisions 
under the supervisor of 
senior personnel.  This 
position is responsible 
to provide on-call ser-
vice on a rotating basis 
to cover after-hours re-
pairs and maintenance, 
as required. Starting sal-
ary is $15.25 - $16.78 per 
hour (DOQ), including 
a comprehensive health 
benefits package, CO 
PERA retirement, and 
vacation, personal, and 
sick leave.  Applications 
can be found online at 
www.cityofalamosa.org 
under Employment or at 
the HR Department, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado. Closing date 
is January 24, 2020 at 5 
pm. (1/24)

221
HELP WANTED

WANTED:  SAGUA-
CHE COUNTY Land-
fil l is Hir ing for an 
additional Full Time 
Attendant. REQUIRE-
MENTS:  Applicants 
must fill out and submit 
an application, must be 
an experienced front end 
loader operator and pos-
sess a valid driver’s li-
cense.  Applicants should 
have a high school di-
ploma or GED and six 
months or more of rel-
evant experience.  Final 
candidates applying with 
Saguache County will be 
required to submit and 
pass a pre-employment 
drug screen and crimi-
nal background check.   
Pay D.O.E.        Landfill 
Attendant is a full time 
40 hour per week posi-
tion – starting at 8:00 
A.M. each day Tuesday 
through Saturday (sub-
ject to change)  Those 
applying must be an 
experienced front end 
loader operator, have the 
ability to do strenuous 
outdoor physical labor in 
extreme weather condi-
tions and be able to lift 
and/or move 20 lbs. to 
75 lbs.   Applications 
are available at the Sa-
guache County Road 
and Bridge/Landfill Of-
fice 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  
81149  719-655-2554 or 
on the Saguache County 
website – www.sagua-
checounty.net under the 
Landfill Department tab.  
Completed applications 
can be hand delivered 
or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge/
Landfill Office – at the 
address listed above, sent 
by email to mhashbarg-
er@saguachecounty-co.
gov or faxed to: 719-655-
2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until 
a qualified candidate is 
hired. Saguache County 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (01/31)
FRIDAY HEALTH 
PLANS is a company 
designed for the new 
healthcare economy and 
empowers more con-
sumers to choose their 
own health coverage. 
FRIDAY IS LOOK-
ING FOR ITS NEXT 
GREAT CUSTOMER 
SE RV IC E R E PR E -
SENTATIVE IN ALA-
MOSA TO JOIN OUR 
RAPIDLY GROWING 
TEAM!  The successful 
candidate must have 1-2 
years’ experience in a 
customer facing position. 
Must also have excel-
lent interpersonal skills, 
good communication 
skills, and profession-
alism in dealing with 
coworkers, members, 
and providers. Interest-
ed candidates should 
send their resume and 
cover letter to resumes@
fridayhealthplans.com. 
(01/18)
SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for High 
School Baseball Coach. 
Applications can be 
downloaded at www.san-
fordschools.org Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(1/24)
GROWING AND EX-
PANDING Needing 
Driver/Counter Sales 
Pro. Must have good 
MVR and great work 
ethic. Stop by Carquest 
Auto Parts at 302 State 
Ave. Alamosa, CO. for 
an application. No phone 
calls please. (01/17)
WAITRESS POSI-
TION AVAILABLE at 
El Charro Café. Hours 
vary. Apply in person 
1605 Main, Alamosa.
(1/16)
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HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
COUNTY Board of 
Commissioners is seek-
ing interested citizens 
to serve on the Alamosa 
County Planning Com-
mission. The Planning 
Commission is com-
prised of five volun-
teer citizens and one 
alternate appointed by 
the Board of County 
Commissioners. They 
advise the County on 
planning, land devel-
opment, and land pol-
icy within Alamosa 
County.  This position 
is appointed to attend 
Planning Commission 
Board meetings.  Those 
interested in applying 
for the board member 
position must submit an 
application and current 
resume. Applications 
may be picked up at 
the County Administra-
tion office at 8900-A 
Independence Way or 
online at alamosacou-
nty.org. Applications 
must be received by 
January 16, 2020.  Send 
your information to 
Belina Ramirez, Ex-
ecutive Assistant, 8900 
Independence Way, 
Alamosa, CO  81101 
or to bramirez@ala-
mosacounty.org. If you 
have questions please 
contact the Alamosa 
County Land Use De-
partment at landuse@
alamosacounty.org or 
(719) 589-3812. (1/16)
CHIEF OF POLICE-
TOWN of Del Norte- 
Full-time, FLSA Ex-
empt. Working Chief 
Position, plans, orga-
nizes, and directs the 
activities of the Police 
Department in law en-
forcement and crime 
prevention. The posi-
tion is expected to carry 
out the duties of the 
department in a man-
ner that inspires trust 
and confidence among 
our citizens and staff. 
Any combination of 
training and experi-
ence that provides the 
required knowledge, 
skills, and abilities is 
qualifying; typical edu-
cation, but is not limited 
to BS/BA in Business 
Administration, Pub-
lic Administration, or 
Criminal Justice. Ex-
perience would include 
5 years of responsible 
c om m a nd /m a n a ge -
ment experience in law 
enforcement agency. 
Salary $55K-$60K an-
nually. Must possess a 
POST certificate. Must 
possess valid Colorado 
driver’s license. Must 
sign waiver for Town 
of Del Norte to obtain 
ALL information from 
previous employers. 
Must past background, 
drug and psychologi-
cal tests. Applications 
and job descr ipt ion 
are available from Del 
Norte Town Hall 140 
Spr uce St reet ,  Del 
Norte, Co or website: 
delnortecolorado.com. 
Please send applica-
tion attention to Del 
Norte Town Admin-
i s t ra tor.140 Spr uce 
Street, P.O. Box 249, 
Del Norte, Colorado 
81132 Deadline for ap-
plications Jan. 31, 2020.
EOE.(2/5)
R I V E R  VA L L E Y 
INN Nursing Home in 
Del Norte is looking for 
CNA’s to join our Fam-
ily! Night shift with dif-
ferential,  health ben-
efits/competitive wages. 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th St. 
in Del Norte Co or call 
719-657-1105. Ask for 
Susan or Paula. (RVI is 
EOE)(1/22 #2)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION

CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 900-19

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On July 1, 2019, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice of 
Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below to 
be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Gary L. Walker and Lisa D. Walker
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Re-
alty Home Mortgage Co., LLC d/b/a Access Capital Mortgage
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Date of Deed of Trust
March 15, 2012
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
March 20, 2012
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
348433 
Original Principal Amount
$256,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$226,297.71
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
ALL THAT PART OF THE NW 1/4 LYING WEST OF THE WESTERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COLORADO STATE HIGHWAY NO. 17 IN 
SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST OF THE 
N.M.P.M., ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO
TOGETHER WITH ALL WATER AND WATER RIGHTS, DITCH-
ES AND DITCH RIGHTS, INCLUDING BUT NO LIMITED TO 49 
SHARES OF CAPITAL STOCK OF THE SAN LUIS VALLEY CANAL 
COMPANY, WELL NO. 3 AND 4 IN CASE NO. W-1212 AND ONE 
WELL BEARING PERMIT NO 210564, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, 
STATE OF COLORADO
Also known by street and number as: 9041 Lane 5.5 North, Mosca, 
CO 81146.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 02/12/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 12/18/2019
Last Publication 1/15/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 07/01/2019
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Jurice Montoya, Deputy Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP 7700 E. Arapahoe Road, Suite 230,  Cen-
tennial, CO 80112 (877) 369-6122
Attorney File # CO-19-853074-LL
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 1195
Published in the Valley Courier on December 18, 26, 2019, January 
2, 8, and 15, 2020.

DISTRICT COURT

COSTILLA COUNTY, COLORADO

304 Main Street
P.O. Box 301
San Luis, CO 81152
(719) 672-3681
COURT USE ONLY
Case Number: 2019CV030019
Plaintiff:
MARGARET O. JOHNSON
v.
Defendants: DELLA L. GALLEGOS; DELLA S. GALLEGOS; ANA ALI-
CIA PACHECO SARMIENTO; SOPHIA GARCIA; ABEL GALLEGOS; 
ESEQUEIL AND SARA SALAZ;  ESQUEIL SALAZ, A/K/A ESEQUEL 
SALAZ; and SARA A. SALAZ and all unknown persons who claim any 
interest in the subject matter of this action
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Matthew K. Hobbs, #33225
San Luis Valley Law Firm
101 Chico Ct., Ste. A
Monte Vista, CO 81144
(719) 852-0627
matt@slv-law.com
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the complaint filed with the court in this action, 
by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or other response. You 
are required to file your answer or other response within 35 days after 
the service of this summons upon you. Service of this summons shall 
be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of the complaint 
may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in 
writing within 35 days after the date of the last publication, judgment 
by default may be rendered against you by the court for the relief 
demanded in the complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to the real 
property situate in Costilla  County, Colorado, more particularly de-
scribed as 
A certain tract of land within the Sangre de Cristo Grant, near San 
Pedro, Costilla County, Colorado, described as part of Lots 24 & 25, 
Tract 12 of the 1913 Survey of the San Pedro Lands, recorded as Re-
ception No. 13803 in the office of the Costilla County Clerk & Record-
er and within so-called “Section 1, Township 2 North, Range 72 West 
of the 6th Principal Meridian”, Costilla Estates Survey so-called; and 
more particularly described by metes and bounds survey as follows:
Beginning at a capped PLS#38009 ?” rebar set for the N.W. corner 
of this tract on the easterly right-of-way line of Old State Highway 
242, currently County Road 21 and the true point of beginning, from 
whence a Davis Engineering RLS#22583 2-?” aluminum capped ?” 
rebar found for A.M.S. 30, bears N 87?48’57” E, 6005.79 feet distant, 
thence leaving said easterly right-of-way line of Old State Highway 
242, currently County Road 21; 
S 79?56’47” E, 219.80 feet to a capped PLS#38009 ?” rebar set for 
the N.E. corner of this tract, thence; 
S 11?03’59” W, 169.13 feet to a capped PLS#38009 ?” rebar set for 
the S.E. corner of this tract; thence; 
N 77?19’15” W, 221.99 feet to a capped PLS#38009 ?” rebar set 
for the S.W. corner of this tract on said easterly right-of-way line of 
Old State Highway 242, currently County Road 21; thence along said 
easterly right-of-way line; 
N 11?50’06” E, 159.01 feet to a true point and place of beginning. 
Also known by street address as: 11280 County Road 21 
Also known by parcel number: 10015940
Dated November 25, 2019.
Published in the Valley Courier
First Publication:  December 18, 2019
Last Publication:  January 15, 2020
SAN LUIS VALLEY LAW FIRM
By:
Matthew Hobbs, #33225
Attorneys for Plaintiff
No. 1196
Published in the Valley Courier on December 18, 26, 2019, January 
2, 8, and 15, 2020.

COMBINED NOTICE OF SALE - PUBLICATION

CRS § 38-38-103 Public Trustee Sale No. 8-19

To Whom It May Concern: This notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On August 30, 2019, under Reception No. 19001348, the under-
signed Public Trustee caused the Notice of Election and Demand 
relating to the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Conejos records.
Original Grantor(s): Anthony D. Sisneros 
Original Beneficiary CitiFinancial Corporation
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt: Bayview Loan Servicing, 
LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability Company
Date of Deed of Trust  April 23, 2004
Recording Date of Deed of Trust April 27, 2004
County of Recording  CONEJOS
Recording information of Deed of Trust
Reception No. 4000749
Original Principal Amount  $47,798.33
Outstanding/Unpaid Principal Balance  $55,555.91
Pursuant to C.R.S. §38-38-101 (4) (i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Default 
in payment required by the Deed of Trust. 
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
The legal description of the Property that is subject to the Notice of 
Election and Demand in accordance with CRS §38-38-101(4)(g) is:
Lots 18 and 19, in Block 22, Sampson’s Addition to the Town of An-
tonito in Conejos County, Colorado.
**Loan Modification Agreement signed by Yvonne Sisneros and An-
thony D. Sisneros on February 23, 2018
Also known by street and number as: 407 W 8th Ave., Antonito, CO  
81120
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IS ALL OF THE PROPERTY CUR-
RENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, February 20, 2020, at Conejos County Pub-
lic Trustee’s Office, Conejos County Courthouse, 6683 CO RD 13, 
Conejos, CO, sell to the highest and best bidder for cash, the said real 
property and all interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and 
assigns there, for the purpose of paying the indebtedness provided in 
said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ 
fees, the expenses of sale and other items allowed by law, and will is-
sue to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED.
First Publication: January 8, 2020
Last Publication: February 5, 2020
Name of Publication: Valley Courier
Date: January 6, 2020
Mack M. Crowther
Conejos County Public Trustee, State of Colorado.
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registration 
number of the attorney representing the legal holder of the indebted-
ness is:
Frascona, Joiner, Goodman & Greenstein, P.C.
Karen J. Radakovich, Esq. Reg. No. 11649
4750 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, CO  80305-5575
Telephone: (303)494-3000  FAX (303) 494-6309
The attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to 
collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
FJGG 7192-13390/Sisneros, Anthony 0001788797
No. 1223
Published in the Valley Courier on January 08, 15, 22, 29, and Febru-
ary 05, 2020.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 

AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 
DEED

To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1) Victor Palinski and Pamela Palinski, whose last known address 
was 823 Dora Ave, Tavares, FL  32778-2813.
THE W1/2 OF THE SW1/4 OF THE SW1/4 OF THE NE1/4 OF SEC-
TION 30, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST LOCATED IN 
CONEJOS COUNTY COLORADO. THERE IS A 25’ EASEMENT 
ALONG ALL PERMIMETERS FOR ACCESS AND UTITLIEIS AS 
STATED IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED UNDER RECEPTION 
NO. 10000314 ON MARCH 9, 2010 OF THE CONEJOS COUNTY 
RECORDS.
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2014, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the years 2013.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of Victor Palinski and Pamela Palinski for the said year 2013.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Conejos County; 
whose address is P.O. Box 97, Conejos, CO  81129 and the Treasur-
er’s Certificate of Purchase was issued therefore to Conejos County.  
And, Whereas, the said Conejos County, whose address is P.O. Box 
97, Conejos, CO 81129, County of Conejos and State of Colorado, 
did on the 2nd day of December A.D. 2019 duly assign the certificate 
of sale of the tax lien on said property aforesaid and their rights, title 
and interest in said property to Christopher G. Phillips whose address 
is 24 S Walnut St, County of El Paso and State of Colorado and as 
present holder of the certificate he has made request upon the Trea-
surer of said County for a deed to said real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to the said 
Christopher G Phillips at 3:00 P.M. on the 22nd day of April A.D. 2020, 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 15th day of January A.D. 2020.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 1246
Published in the Valley Courier on January 15, 22, and 29, 2020

NOTICE OF STOCKHOLDER’S MEETING
Notice is hereby given of the Annual Meeting of the stockholders of 
the Excelsior Ditch Company to be held on Saturday, January 25, 
2020, at 2:00 p.m., at the Alamosa Senior Citizens Center, 92 Colo-
rado Avenue, Alamosa, Colorado, 81101, for the purpose of electing 
TWO (2) board of director for three years, for levying an assessment, 
and for such other business as may properly come before the meet-
ing.
All stockholders are urged to attend.
LYLA DAVIS
Secretary
No. 1247
Published in the Valley Courier on January 15,  and 25, 2020
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVITATION TO BID 
Location: San Luis Val-
ley Conejos County Hwy 
142 near the Rio Grande 
Bridge.  Separate sealed 
BIDS for the Sangre de 
Cristo National Heritage 
Area/Rio Grande Natural 
Area Sign Panel (Spe-
cial)-6 Panel will be re-
ceived by San Luis Valley 
Great Outdoors,  P.O. Box 
300, Alamosa, Colorado 
81101, located at 610 State 
Ave, Alamosa, Colorado 
81101, until 2:00 P.M. on 
January 24th, 2019. The 
project consists of the fol-
lowing: The Sangre de 
Cristo National Heritage 
Area/Rio Grande Natural 
Area is looking for the in-
stallation and fabrication of 
one Sign Panel (Special)-6 
Panel Portals, located at 
Colorado State Highway 
142 near the Rio Grande 
River crossing between 
Manassa, CO and San 
Luis, CO.   Bid designs will 
be similar to those of the 
Portal Signs located in San 
Luis (Main Street next to 
the park), Antonito (south 
of Antonito across from 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad) and Alamosa 
(Rio Grande Farm Park) 
along the Los Caminos 
Antiguos Scenic and His-
toric Byway. Copies of the 
Plans may be obtained by 
emailing San Luis Valley 
Great Outdoors at slvgre-
atoutdoors@gmail.com. 
It is anticipated that the 
project construction will 
begin March, 2019.(1/24)

163
LOST & FOUND

T W O  M I S S I N G 
DOGS Brown Yorkie, 
with micro chip. Fam-
ily desperately seeking 
deceased mother’s dogs.  
Please call 720-588-
7974 or 720-996-8980 
Locally call 719-580-
6635. (1/18)
LOST DOG REWARD 
offered. In the area of 
San Luis. Male shep-
herd/heeler mix approx. 
2 yrs old tan with tip on 
tail tummy black.  Big 
thick brown leather col-
lar. Not neutered. Call 
505-506-8755 goes by 
“Leo”(1/17)

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(02/01)

221
HELP WANTED

JOHNNY’S AUTO 
TRIM & Rod Shop, 
Alamosa, looking for 
experienced mechanic, 
fabricator, paint/body, 
upholster, electrical, de-
tailer and p/t bookkeep-
er. Quality a must; see 
FB page. Send resume 
to johnnysautotrim@
msn.com; salary TBD 
on experience. (01/31) 
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CONEJOS COUNTY 
PUBLIC Health is seek-
ing an Assistant Personal 
Care Provider Sched-
ular.  Duties include: 
Scheduling and finding 
substitutes for PCP’s.  
Conducts orientation on 
policies, conducts super-
visory visits, training, 
home visits, prepares 
PCP timesheets, moni-
tors PCP placements, 
and notifies clients of 
changes in schedul-
ing.  Fills in as on call 
PCP.  Knowledge of 
Microsoft Office, data 
entry skills a must.  Bi-
lingual preferred and 
High School Diploma or 
equivalent. Application 
Form Required avail-
able at County Human 
Resources/Administra-
tion Office 6683 County 
Rd. 13, Conejos CO.  or 
via email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadline is Wednesday, 
January 15, 2020.  Inqui-
ries call (719) 376-6799.
(1/16)
SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL District is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of school secre-
tary/receptionist.  Ap-
plicants should have a 
background in clerical/
office work as well as 
excellent management 
skills and experience in 
working with the public.   
Experience in automated 
data management skills 
and elect ronic web-
based platforms is pre-
ferred, but not required.  
Application forms are 
available at the district 
office located at 17523 
E. Hwy 160 Blanca, CO 
81123 or on the Dis-
trict’s website at www.
sierragrandeschool.net   
Applications may be 
submitted to Mr. Darren 
Edgar at dedgar@sier-
ragrandeschool.net  or 
turned in at the district 
office.  For more infor-
mation please contact 
Mrs. DeAnn Arellano at 
719-379-3257.(1/24)    
NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)
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WANTED - RANCH/
FARM Hand for cow/calf 
and hay operation.  Need 
experience with calving, 
fencing, irrigating, load-
ers, hay equipment oper-
ating and maintenance, 
light mechanic work and 
welding.  Steady, long 
term position for honest, 
reliable, motivated indi-
vidual.  Housing and utili-
ties included with wages 
based on experience and 
responsibilities.  Please 
respond with resume, ref-
erences and salary expec-
tation to fuchsranchinc@
gmail.com.(2/5)
SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is looking 
for full time / part time 
custodian position.  For 
more information please 
call 719-378-2321.  Appli-
cations may be download-
ed from sdc.schooldesk.
net  or picked up at school 
office.  Positions open 
until filled.(1/24)
SAN JUAN MOUN-
TA I NS Associa t ion 
Visitor Information Spe-
cialist  The San Juan 
Mountains Association 
is seeking a full-time 
Visitor Information Spe-
cialist to provide top-
notch customer service 
for the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest in Monte 
Vista and/or Del Norte.  
Salary range is $28,000-
$30,000 per year (de-
pending on experience) 
plus health care stipend, 
paid vacation, and retire-
ment contribution.  For 
more information please 
visit sjma.org/jobs-sjma/.
(01/23)   
TIMBERLINE CAT-
TLE INC. is hiring a full 
time farm/ranch hand. 
Can start immediately. 
Please call 719-588-1379 
to apply.(1/17)
SLV FEDERAL BANK 
is now accepting appli-
cations for a Member 
Service Representative 
in our Monte Vista of-
fice. Applications and 
position descriptions are 
available at www.slvfed.
com or at each branch 
location. Equal opportu-
nity Employer, including 
considering individuals 
with Disabilities and Vet-
erans/Affirmative Action 
Employer.(1/15) 
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RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing Home now hir-
ing LPN’s OR RN’s. 
Come join our team!  
Must have a current li-
cense and CPR. Night 
shift with differential. 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th St. 
in Del Norte CO or call 
719-657-1105. Ask for 
Susan or Paula. (RVI is 
EOE).  (1/22 #1)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

GRASS HAY FOR 
sale 3X4X8 bales call 
anytime 719-580-5745. 
(1/15)
PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $8.00 in shed, 
$7.00 outside (719) 580-
2509. (02/19)
HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917 
(7-13-TFN)

330
FREE

F R E E  C O U C H 
PLEASE call 719-849-
0483 for more informa-
tion (1/23)

351
LIVESTOCK

SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls 
and semen sales Brink 
Livestock Services ad-
min@brinklivestock.net 
www.brinklivestock.net 
888-641-3750 / 719-480-
3932.(1/21)
PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

NEW, MUST SELL 
Couch.  Medium gray 
in color. 719-580-2332. 
(1/22)
RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro 
8000R Series #817508 
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable. 
Remote switch, roller 
fairlead. 719-852-2285 
(10/22-TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS TO 
good inside home. Call 
719-250-7597.(1/22)
A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)
OOPS! GOT PUP-
PI E S  who  n e e d  a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the 
euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the 
number one way to stop 
pet overpopulation. If 
your pet has had pup-
pies contact us. We will 
take the puppies into 
our rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)
NEED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to adopt 
k it t ens? Help t rap/
neuter/release efforts? 
Donate food/litter/sup-
plies? Low cost spay/
neuter clinic for cats. 
http://www.catsaliveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)
F R E E TO G O OD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
O R  BA R N  CAT S . 
Spay/neuter  cl in ics 
coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Donna 
K 719-589-5952 or 719-
580-9078. (TFN)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

H A Y  G R O U N D 
WANTED for share 
crop or cash lease. Over 
20 years experience 719-
850-1626. (2/5)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

VERY CLEAN 2 Bed-
room Home for sale / 
With Fireplace. Priced 
in the $90’s. Call 719-
480-9893. (01/22)

426 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME FOR 
sale – 1982 Atlantic. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, 14x52, 
nice, very clean. Re-
modeled. In a nice/quiet 
trailer park. Listed price 
$19,995/OBO. Call 719-
496-7937 or 801-647-
3944.(TFN-11/21)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM, 1 Bath-
room duplex Monte 
Vista. 2 car garage W/D 
included $700/Mo in-
cludes W/S/T. No pets/
smoking 303-589-5455. 
(1/15)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

A F F O R DA B L E  2 
BEDROOM House for 
rent in Monte Vista. 
Call Raymond (719)850-
2069.(1/28)
HOUSE FOR RENT in 
Alamosa, 3 bedrooms, 
1 bath, $800 per month, 
$800 damage deposit. 
Price includes all utili-
ties. No pets, nonsmok-
ers. Call 719-480-0108.
(1/31)
R EN T COU N T RY 
HOME 3 Bedroom & 
Loft 2 bathrooms 2mi 
Alamosa 800-641-3750 
/ 719-480-3932.(1/21)

You’ll find it all in the ...
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Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop
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Classifieds

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: I’m en-
gaged to a wonderful guy. 
He is very sweet, and I’m 
beyond thankful for him. 
I wouldn’t trade him for 
the world. But he has a 
character flaw that’s hard 
to ignore. When he gets 
frustrated, he screams out 
loud and takes a while to 
get himself together. 

 When he lost his phone 
on a plane and was angry 
for hours, he pouted and 
scowled like the world had 
just ended. I have a very 
easygoing personality, 
and I don’t understand 
this type of behavior. (He 
contacted his phone pro-
vider, and a new phone was 
delivered to him within 24 
hours.) 

 When I talked to him 
about his anger, he said 
sometimes people get frus-
trated and show emotions. 
He added that he has 
noticed this issue, and 
it’s something he’s been 
working on for years. 
What should I do or say 
the next time we encounter 
a mishap and he becomes 
angry? -- WONDERING 
IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

 DEAR WONDERING: 
Your fiance may be a per-
fectionist or even have a 
touch of OCD, which is why 
he is so hard on himself 
when he makes a mistake 
and becomes frustrated. 
For his own sake (and 
yours), he needs to find a 

better way of venting his 
emotions.

 While anger is some-
thing everyone experiences 
at one time or another, 
most people start learning 
to control it during child-
hood. While pouting and 
scowling are acceptable, 
your fiance “screaming” 
over losing his cellphone 
seems over the top. Not 
only that, it is intimidating. 
My booklet “The Anger in 
All of Us and How To Deal 
With It” contains sugges-
tions for managing and 
constructively channeling 
anger in various situations. 
It can be ordered by send-
ing your name and address, 
plus a check or money order 
for $8 (U.S. funds) to Dear 
Abby Anger Booklet, P.O. 
Box 447, Mount Morris, IL 
61054-0447. Shipping and 
handling are included in 
the price. Your fiance needs 
to learn to channel his emo-
tions more constructively 
because if he doesn’t, it may 
eventually drive others 
away. We live in increas-
ingly stressful times. It 
takes self-control as well 
as maturity to react calmly 
instead of exploding. Being 
in touch with his emotions 
will not only help your fi-
ance calm himself without 
losing it, it will also help 
him maintain the respect 
of others.

 DEAR ABBY: I have a 
friend and co-worker who 

likes to play with my hair, 
rub my back and put her 
hands on me in general. 
I am not a touchy-feely 
kind of person with ANY-
ONE, and it makes me 
very uncomfortable when 
she does this. Is there a 
polite way of telling her 
to stop without making 
her feel uncomfortable or 
hurting her feelings? I’m 
not a “beat around the 
bush” kind of person, and 
I sometimes lack the tact of 
putting things nicely. -- NO 
TOUCHY-FEELY

 DEAR NO TOUCHY-
FEELY: To express your 
feelings would not be 
lacking in tact; it would 
be setting a boundary. Try 
this: “I like you very much, 
and I know the feelings are 
mutual, but I do not like to 
be touched, and I want you 
to stop doing it.” 

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

Man’s explosive anger causes 

concern for easygoing fiancee

THE GRIZZWELLS
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