
Human-bear interactions 

and the best ways to avoid 

such encounters.

— Page 6

Prep basketball begins 

its ascent towards 

the state tournament.

— Pages 7

Today's Issue Sponsored By:

 WEDNESDAY EDITION   |   WWW.ALAMOSANEWS.COM VOLUME 94, NO. 40

$1FEBRUARY 26, 2020LOCAL NEWS... LOCAL VIEWS

Obituaries ........................... Page 2

Valley News ....................... Pages 3

Opinion...............................Page  4

Lifestyle ................... Page 5, 7, 8, 9

Sports ................................. Page 6

Community Living ......... Page 10-11

Calendar ...................... Page 12, 13

Public Notices ....................Page 14

Classified ......................... Pages 15

Comics ...............................Page 16

INSIDE

Sunny

42/13

Thur.: Sunny 49/13
Fri.: Sunny  52/16

SLV WEATHER

Follow 
us on 

Facebook - 
Alamosa 

Valley Courier

SLV
Today!

ALAMOSA — This is 
a reminder that the first 
half of property taxes 
are due to the Alamosa 
County Treasurer’s Office 
by Feb. 29.  The office 
is open Monday-Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and does not close for 
lunch. The phone num-
ber is 719-589-3626 and 
the office accepts phone 
payments with credit 
card or ECheck.  One can 
also visit www.alamo-
sacounty.org and make 
an online payment.  If 
one prefers to stop by 
the office it is located at 
8999 Independence Way, 
Alamosa.” 

Property taxes 
are due soon

RIO GRANDE COUNTY 
— The TEFAP program 
will be distributing com-
modities in Rio Grande 
County today, Feb. 26 at 
the Ski-Hi Park starting 
at approximately 10 a.m. 
until the food is gone. 
Eligible TEFAP recipients 
are able to receive each 
month in Monte Vista as 
long as they are Rio Grande 
County residents. 

TEFAP offers 
free food

■ See SURVEY page 3

ALAMOSA  —  The Baca 
Grande Property Owners Asso-
ciation has received an official 
designation as a Firewise USA® 
site after completing the criteria 
required by the national Firewise 
USA® Recognition Program. 

The Baca Grande community 
initially was a pilot Firewise 
USA® site in 2002. It gained 
recognition on Jan. 30 under the 
leadership of the newly formed 
Baca Firewise Committee, in 
partnership with Baca Emer-
gency Services.

“The Firewise USA recognition 
of local efforts to reduce wildfire 
risks can benefit homeowners 
when seeking property insurance 
coverage, as well as protecting 
their homes and natural sur-
roundings,” said Supervisory 
Forester Adam Moore of the 
Colorado State Forest Service’s 
Alamosa Field Office. He added 
that federal and state grant op-
portunities often give weight to 
a Firewise USA® designation 
when determining who gets 
competitive funding.

The CSFS works with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association 
to implement the Firewise USA® 
Recognition Program in Colorado 
and provides technical assistance 
and education to landowners and 
communities to help them take 
action in preparing their homes 
against the threat of wildfire. 

Steps required for a community 
to receive the national designa-
tion include, obtaining a wildfire 
risk assessment, forming a Fire-
wise USA® committee, investing 
in reducing the community’s 
wildfire risk and creating an 
action plan based on the wild-
fire risk assessment. For Baca 
Grande, the assessment was 
also an update to its Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan.

Foresters with the CSFS Ala-
mosa Field Office worked with 
Baca Emergency Services to 
conduct a wildfire risk assess-
ment and create a CWPP for the 
community. This plan identifies 
effective and realistic actions that 
will reduce the community’s wild-
fire risk and improve readiness. 

Examples from the plan in-
clude creating defensible space 
around homes, participating in 
educational events and commu-

Baca Grande POA recognized

nity work days, and obtaining 
and implementing wildfire risk 
reduction grants. 

NEW BACA FIREWISE 
COMMITTEE LEADS 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Baca Grande POA’s board 
of directors formed a Firewise 
Committee made up of Baca 
Grande residents last summer 
to assist in implementing the 
action plan. 

The committee’s mission is 
to educate, motivate and assist 
Baca Grande residents to take 
action to reduce risks and pre-
pare for emergencies. 

Committee Chair Carolina 
Brown encourages residents to 
attend educational meetings 
and events and create defensible 
space around their homes. 

She also encourages residents 
to report the time or money 
they spend reducing wildfire 

risk, since this supports annual 
Firewise reporting. 

“The Alamosa Field Office has 
worked closely with the Baca 
Grande community over the last 
two decades on fuels mitigation 
efforts, and becoming a Firewise 
USA® site was the next logical 
step to increase community par-
ticipation,” Moore said.

The Baca Grande POA and 
CSFS expressed appreciation 
of residents for their active part 
in creating defensible spaces 
around their homes and getting 
better prepared for an emer-
gency situation.

Baca Grande residents can 
communicate their ideas and 
concerns to the Baca Firewise 
Committee by email at bacafire-
wise@gmail.com, or by attending 
a monthly committee meeting 
or participating in a community 

Courtesy photo

Adam Moore (left) presents Firewise accolades to Jim Vandeerpool. 

Community 

completes 

Firewise USA®

program

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Many 
San Luis Valley residents recently 
received a phone survey inquir-
ing about support for a proposal 
to export 20,000 acre-feet annu-
ally from the Valley to the Front 
Range. 

The project proponents, Renew-
able Water Resources (RWR), 
have stated their intent to pump 
deep groundwater from the con-
fined aquifer over Poncha Pass 
and Trout Creek Pass to the South 
Platte River. 

RWR’s website is fraught with 
misinformation regarding the 
water supplies, hydrology, and 
legal obligations of the Valley. 

Valley Water districts clear the air
Local leaders 
dispute survey’s 
false claims

Courtesy photo by Heather Dutton

The Rio Grande, as well as farmland are in full view near Del Norte.

■ See BACA page 3

BLANCA — The Bureau of 
Land Management Front Range 
Fire and Aviation Management 
Unit is tentatively planning on 
conducting the Blanca Wetlands 
Prescribed Burn on Thursday and 
Friday later this week, Feb. 27-28. 

Depending on progress that 
crews make Thursday-Friday, 
operations may continue on Sat-
urday, if necessary.

 If conditions change and are 
not right to conduct the burn 
this week, the operation will be 
delayed and will occur when condi-
tions are more favorable.

 Blanca Wetlands is located ap-
proximately 11 miles northeast of 
Alamosa. This prescribed burn 
will improve habitat for nesting 
and migratory waterfowl in the 
wetlands. As many as 184 acres 
surrounding six ponds will be 
burned as part of this operation.

 Smoke from the burn will be 
visible throughout the day of the 
burn, mostly during the warmest 
part of the day. With cooler tem-
peratures in the evening, smoke 
may linger and accumulate in 
low-lying areas.

 Information on the Blanca 
Wetlands prescribed burn will 
be available on Inciweb or on 
Facebook at @BLMColoradoFire. 
A fire information officer can be 
reached at 719-315-0690.

BLM will conduct
prescribed burn
in Blanca

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
County Republicans will conduct 
their 2020 Caucuses on March 
7 for electing delegates to the 
coming County Assembly later 
in March.  

The caucus process is critical 
in the election cycle for some 13 
states including Colorado, which 
will use both the caucuses and a 
presidential primary this year.  
This process allows electors to 
be involved in a grass-root effort.  

All Colorado Republican Cau-
cuses will be held statewide on 
March 7th at 10 a.m.  

Its Saturday caucus meeting 
will also give an opportunity to 
hear from local, state and national 
candidates representing elective 
offices in Colorado.

The Alamosa County Republi-
can Caucus for all eight precincts 
will be conducted at Ortega 
Middle School, at 401 Victoria 

Alamosa County 
Republicans will 
hold ’20 Caucuses 
on March 7

■ See CAUCUSES page 3

ALAMOSA —  The 
Mosca-Hooper Conser-
vation District will hold 
its annual meeting from 
9 a.m.-noon on March 11 
and from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
March 12, at the Alamosa 
County Meeting Room, 
8900 Independence Way, 
Building A&B.

Conservation 
District meeting



ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS
ALAMOSA—The San 

Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at from 
5-6:30 p.m. in Alamosa. 
For more info call Vicki 
Jones at 852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Order 
of The Eastern Star, meets 
on the first and third Mon-
days, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Alamosa Masonic Hall, 512 
San Juan Ave.  Call Sharon 
at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at Hos-
pice del Valle, 524 Main 
St. in Alamosa. Pregnant 
and nursing women are 
welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and new 
members are welcome.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@ho-
tmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen Mill-
er, 719-873-5466 or email 
mkmillermink@aol.com 

MONTE VISTA — The 

OBITUARIES

AA MEETINGS

Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the  
Chamber of Commerce, 
947 1st Avenue, Monte 
Vista. Call the Southern 
Colorado office at 719-
372-5985.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome to 
attend a free meeting or 
call Doris at 589-6396 for 
more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Ala-
mosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources for 
families affected by the 
impact of substance abuse. 
They meet on the third 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Citizens Center 
at 92 Rio Grande Ave. (on 
the north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Ala-
mosa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 

Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress manage-
ment and spiritual growth, 
is held at 10:45 a.m. the 
second Sunday of the 
month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 607 
Fourth St., Alamosa, with 
Mountain Institute, A Kri-
ya, Meditation & Lamp-
lighting School. Contact 
Martin at 575-758-5876 
or talentolocal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breast feeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects to-
gether and learn from each 
other. We meet the fourth 
Saturday of every month 
from 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
at 757 County Rd. 29, 
.Monte Vista. Call or email 
Wanda Couzens-Smith for 
more information at (719) 
852-5000 or wcouzens-
smith@gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meet-
ings are every first and 
third Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — A Care-
givers Support Group 
meets at First United 
Methodist Church, 2005 
Mullins, Alamosa, on 
the first Monday of every 
month. For more informa-
tion, call 589-2243.

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 12-
Step Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that we 
are not affiliated with any 
outside organizations, but 
in the spirit of coopera-
tion, we list these meeting 
schedules for friends and 
family. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Hall at 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
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ing at Masonic Hall, 598 
Spruce St., Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 

12 p.m. First Christian 
Church at 1st and State, 

ALAMOSA — Sam 
Burris, 84, passed away 
at home on Monday Feb. 
24. 

He was born on Dec. 12, 
1935 to George and Helen 
(White) Burris. Sam was 
a beloved man. 

He was fond of all 
things that went fast, if it 
had wheels and a motor, 
he had a talent for it. 

Sam is survived by his 
significant other Shirley; 
children, Kenda Burris of 
Colorado Springs;  Char-
lie Burris of Phoenix, 
Brenda (Steve) Ehrhardt 
of Colorado Springs; 
stepchildren, Bryan (Jill) 
Sims of Denver, and 
Jim (Sylvia) Evans of 
Alamosa; sisters, Phyl-
lis Worden of Cheyenne, 
Wyom., and Shirley June 
Josephs of Alamosa; 
nephew, Steve (Donna) 
Burris of Mosca; sev-
eral grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, 
other nephews, nieces 
and extended family and 
friends. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
George and Helen; his 

PENDING OBITUARY

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Toastmasters meets on 
Mondays at noon at The 
Bridge in Alamosa at 3407 
Carroll Street. Partici-
pants will find a supportive 
learn-by-doing environ-
ment that allows them 
to achieve their goals at 
their own pace. Call (719) 
588-5127.

ALAMOSA – The GFWC 
Woman's Citizenship Club 
of Alamosa meets on the 
second Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email: 
womanscitizenshipclub@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many dif-
ferent genres, the Sophia 
Circle meets weekly to 
provide support for writ-
ers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, 6th and State 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m.. 
Writers may drop in on 
any meeting. Bring copies 
of the work you want to 
share. Call Holly at 719-
588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will 
be refreshments and child-
care provided. Contact 
Jennifer McCoy-Hanna 
at Tu Casa, Inc. 719-589-
2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief 
support group meets the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at 300 Hunt at the 
Alamosa Public Library 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. For 
more information, call Liz 
Hood, 580-3697.

Alamosa

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Disables, 
Baptist Church at 751 Lin-
coln St., Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 

Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior 

Health Group at 8745 CR 
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 518 1st St., 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crestone 
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices 
are free.  This charge affects funeral homes, 
family or other representatives that place 
obituaries.  All paid obituaries are published on 
www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made 
and the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the 
part of the submitting party, an additional fee 
will be assessed.

ALAMOSA — For-
mer Alamosa resident 
James Russell Brown, 
75, passed away on Feb. 
23, in Lubbock, Texas. 

Arrangements are 
pending and will be an-
nounced through Rog-
ers Family Mortuary in 
Alamosa.

Sam Burris, 84

MONTE VISTA — 
Dennis Arthur Martinez, 
77, passed away on Feb. 
19, in Aurora.  

He was born in Monte 
Vista on Aug. 24, 1942 
to Jose Benito (Ben) and 
Casilda Esther Marquez 
Martinez.

Dennis graduated from 
La Jara High School in 
1961. After high school, 
he briefly attended Ad-
ams State College and 
gained valuable experi-
ence as a machinist and 
an equipment operator in 
heavy civil construction. 

In 1964, Dennis was 
drafted into the U.S. 
Army,where he proudly 
served in Vietnam with 
the 62nd Engineers. His 
company built air strips 
in Cam Ranh Bay and 
Phang Rang.

He was honorably dis-
charged in 1967 after 
achieving the rank of 
Specialist E5. 

Following a few years 
as an over-the-road truck 
driver, Dennis discov-
ered his true passion 
in the mining industry, 
working his own mine 
and fabricating mining 
equipment. 

Dennis never married, 
but was blessed with 
many very good friends. 

He is survived by his 
siblings, Ben, Carolyn 
(Larry Gallegos), Eliza-
beth (Ralph Lambert), 
Rebecca (Dan Mercier-
deceased), Pauline (John 
Young-deceased), David 
(Norma) and Kenneth 
and Janet. 

Also surviving are 19 
nieces and nephews, and 
numerous extended fam-
ily members. 

Dennis was preceded 
in death by his father, 

mother, sister Cora, 
and brothers, Raymond, 
Richard and Robert; 
and by his maternal 
grandparents Savino and 
Sophia Marquez, and 
paternal grandparents 
Rueben and Ermalinda 
Martinez.

Cremation was select-
ed and a memorial mass 
will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Mar. 4 at 
the Church of All Saints, 
2559 S. Federal Blvd, 
Denver, 80219.

The burial will be held 
at Fort Logan National 
Cemetary, 4400 W. Ke-
nyon Ave., in Denver, 
where he will receive 
military funeral honors.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to 
the Disabled American 
Veterans. 

Newcomer Mortuary 
in Lakewood is assisting 
with funeral arrange-
ments. 

Online condolences 
may be made by visiting 
the website www.new-
comerdenver.com.

brother, Kenneth; and his 
former wives, Carol and 
Virginia. 

A graveside service will 
be held on Friday, Feb. 28 
at the Alamosa Cemetery 
at 2 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family would ask you to 
make contributions to 
Hospice Del Valle, which 
can be sent to the Funeral 
Home.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary in Alamosa is in care 
of the arrangements. 

To leave online con-
dolences or words of 
strength for the family, 
please visit www.rogers-
funerals.com. 

Dennis Arthur Martinez, 77

Russell Brown, 75

San Luis Valley Crimestoppers

If you have information about an unreported or 
unsolved crime in the San Luis Valley, Crimestoppers 
pays for information that leads to the arrest of criminal 
offenders. Citizens may report crimes anonymously 
and remain eligible for rewards.

Call San Luis Valley Crimestoppers at 589-4111.

CREEDE —  This is a brand-new event coming to Creede 
Sept. 19. The Creede Arts Council is searching for 10-12 art-
ists, printmakers, woodworkers, to carve 3’x4’ woodblocks 
and bring them to Creede to be printed by a Steamroller. 
Entry is now open, deadline to enter is May 15. Entry fee is 
$25 (non-refundable) and includes woodblock and a print. 
Entries will be accepted on a first come, first serve basis. 
Payment must be made ahead of time via PayPal, cash 
or check. Participants will need to supply their own tools. 
There will be an education program in June in Creede. 
For more information contact creedearts@outlook.com.

Steamroller Printmaking 

hits Creede, seeks artists
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The phone survey was 
no different. The call 
included approximately 
20 questions, many with 
significant factual inac-
curacies. It is important 
that community members 
have an understanding of 
the truth about their water 
resources. 

The proponents would 
not provide a list of the 
survey questions. There-
fore, the following account 
of key questions may not 
be exact. 

Survey Question: “Did 
you know there are 2 
billion acre-feet of water 
within the Valley aquifer 
system?” 

Fact: This figure is false 
and has long been quoted 
by tycoons looking to get 
rich by exploiting the Val-
ley’s water resources. The 
origin of the claim that 
there are 2 billion acre-
feet stored in the deposits 
underlying the Valley 
is a USGS report from 
1971 where geologist Phil 
Emery took a stab at esti-
mating the contents of the 
aquifers. During the trial 
for the American Water 
Development Incorporated 
(AWDI) water export pro-
posal, another ill-advised 
effort to take water from 
the Valley, Emery noted 
he had miscalculated his 
estimate. Further court 
decisions, studies, and 
the State of Colorado’s 
groundwater model, the 
Rio Grande Decision Sup-
port System, have shown 
there is no unappropriated 
water in the basin. Mean-

Survey
■ Continued from Page 1

Courtesy photo by Julie Messick

The sunset glows over a barley field near Center.

ing, all of the surface and 
groundwater has been 
spoken for by existing wa-
ter users. In fact, there are 
more claims to water than 
can be satisfied and the 
Valley’s water supplies 
are over appropriated.  

Survey Question: “Do 
you realize this proposal 
will withdraw water from 
3,000 feet below the sur-
face and will have no 
environmental impacts?”

Fact: Pumping from 
3,000 feet impacts the 
confined aquifer, which is 
the deeper of the Valley’s 
two aquifers. The confined 
aquifer is connected to 

the unconfined (shallow) 
aquifer and surface flows 
to some degree. RWR has 
expressed intent to pump 
from a series of deep wells 
in the north end of the 
Valley. Extensive pump-
ing in this area could 
have great impacts to 
surface and groundwater, 
which supply the Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve, Baca 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
and numerous important 
ecosystems on public and 
privately owned lands. 

Survey Question: “Are 
you aware of the pending 
action by the State Engi-

neer to shut off irrigation 
wells in Subdistrict 1 with 
no compensation?”

Fact: There is no pend-
ing action by the State 
Engineer to shut off ir-
rigation wells in Subdis-
trict 1. In response to the 
recognition by local water 
users and State officials 
that groundwater use in 
certain parts of the basin 
is unsustainable, local 
leaders worked to pass leg-
islation that allows com-
munities within the Valley 
to create plans to balance 
water use and supply. The 
Rio Grande Water Conser-
vation District (RGWCD) 

then formed Groundwater 
Management Subdistricts 
(Subdistricts) to create 
and implement plans of 
water management. These 
actions allow the Valley 
water users to work to-
gether to recover aquifers 
themselves, rather than 
facing sweeping orders 
from the State Engineer 
to shut down or curtail 
wells. Subdistrict 1 has 
been in operation for ten 
years and has until 2030 
to recover the groundwa-
ter to levels identified as 
the sustainability targets 
in the legislation that 
enabled Subdistricts. The 

State Engineer and staff 
of the Colorado Division 
of Water Resources have 
provided critical support 
and are working closely 
with local water managers 
to ensure implementation 
of the plans of water man-
agement is successful.

Survey Question: Did 
you know there have been 
pipelines exporting water 
out of the San Luis Valley 
for the last 100 years? 

Fact: There are no ex-
isting pipelines out of 
the Valley. There are two 
ditches that take water 
across the Sangre de Cristo 
mountains from Medano 
Creek to a ranch in the Wet 
Mountain Valley. These 
diversions occur pursuant 
to a 1914 court ruling and 
divert a combined total of 
15 cfs from May 15-July 15 
of each year. The cumula-
tive diversions total an 
average of 1,063 acre-feet 
per year, a far cry from the 
20,000 acre-feet proposed 
by RWR. 

The RGWCD, San Luis 
Valley Water Conservancy 
District, and Conejos Wa-
ter Conservancy District 
urge residents to take 
action by seeking out the 
facts of the Valley’s water 
resources and advocat-
ing for the truth. Please 
see www.rgwcd.org for 
information about current 
aquifer levels and the Sub-
districts’ efforts to manage 
our groundwater. 

Report courtesy of a press 
release from Heather Dut-
ton, manager, San Luis 
Valley Water Conservancy 
District, 623 Fourth Street, 
Alamosa, CO 81101, 719- 
589-2230 ext. 11, www.
slvwcd.org.

Firewise USA® event.
Other communities or 

municipalities in the San 
Luis Valley interested 
in pursuing the Firewise 
USA® designation should 
contact Moore at 719-587-
0915.

Avenue, with registration 
beginning at 9 a.m. and the 
caucus following at 10 a.m. 

All participants must 
have a driver’s license or 
other proof of identity and 
must be a registered voter 
in Alamosa county.  

Pre-registration can 
easily be done at ColoGOP.
org.

Then each of Alamo-
sa’s eight precincts will 
conduct their individual 
meetings to elect delegates 
and alternates to the 
County Assembly to be 
held March 21 at 5 p.m. 
in the Alamosa County 
Office Building. 

Resolutions can also be 
introduced at the precinct 
meetings and passed on 
to the County Assembly 
as well as the State As-
sembly.

Terry Hammond, Chair-
person of the Alamosa 
County Republican Cen-
tral Committee urges all 
county Republicans to join 
in the political process in 
helping determine support 
for Republican candidates 
in various offices.

Caucuses
■ Continued from Page 1

Baca
■ Continued from Page 1

The Colorado State For-
est Service (CSFS) is a ser-
vice and outreach agency 
of the Warner College 
of Natural Resources at 
Colorado State Univer-
sity and provides staffing 
for the Division of For-
estry within the Colorado 
Department of Natural 
Resources. The CSFS 
provides professional for-

estry assistance, wildfire 
mitigation expertise and 
outreach and education 
to help landowners and 
communities achieve their 
forest management goals. 
The CSFS Southwest Area 
serves southwestern Colo-
rado from field offices in 
Salida, Alamosa, Durango, 
Gunnison and Montrose. 
For more information, visit 

csfs.colostate.edu.

Report courtesy of press 
release from Adam Moore, 
Supervisory Forester, Ala-
mosa / Salida Field Of-
fices, Colorado State Forest 
Service, PO Box 1137, 
Alamosa, CO  81101-1137, 
719-587-0915, https://
csfs.colostate.edu/ala-
mosa.

Women’s Veterans Forum set for today
ALAMOSA — The third VCSLV 

Women Veterans Forum (WVF) 
will be held from 9 a.m.-noon to-
day at Adams State University’s 
Student Union Building, 3rd Floor 
(Above the cafeteria), accessable by 
elevator.

The VCSLV hopes this date will 
be marked on everyone’s calendar 
and all are welcome to attend.  

Any men receiving this email 
are asked to forward it to a woman 
veteran or woman provider in your 
organization.

All women veterans, women 

caring for family members dealing 
with MST and women Health Care 
Providers are welcome. Yes, women 
only.

VA representatives will be present 
to ‘Roll-Out’ the new VA Tele-Men-
tal-Health System and to discuss 
MST (Military Sexual Trauma). 
Meet the Clinic’s new LCSW (a 
woman).

The team organizing the event has 
attempted to create a “safe space” for 
anyone to discuss women’s issues, 
needs and opportunities.

The Veterans Coalition Board 

of Directors would  like to thank 
everyone for participating in the first 
two forums and hopes all will find 
the third forum equally worthwhile.

Valley CVSOs are especially asked 
to help pass the word to women 
veterans.  Health Care Providers 
and any male, veteran or not, that 
encounters this email is asked to also 
pass the word to women veterans. 

For more information, please 
contact, 719-992-4108. 

If there is anything the Board of 
Directors can do to help, please let 
them know.

STATE-WIDE — A reminder to all Colorado resi-
dents, the Presidential Primary is on March 3. 

In order to vote by mail, one must have been regis-
tered by Feb. 14. 

One can register online at govotecolorado.com, or text 
“CO” to “2VOTE,” or in person at your country clerk’s 
office on election day. 

If someone has moved since the last election, one will 
also have needed to update his or her address by Feb. 
14 to receive a mail in ballot. 

As long as someone has lived in Colorado for 22 days, 
one can register on the day of the election at the county 
clerk’s office in one’s district and vote on the same day, 
be sure to bring valid ID.  

All forms of valid ID are listed and answers to other 
questions can be found on govotecolorado.com.

Voting instructions for 
presidential primary 

ALAMOSA — Get the best recruits for your business or 
school.

The Adams State University Office of Civic Engagement 
and Career Services is sponsoring its spring 2020 Career 
and Graduate School Fair for students, alumni and com-
munity. Organizations and graduate school recruiters can 
reserve a booth now.

The fair is scheduled from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., with a 
9 a.m. set-up time, Tuesday, March 5, in the Adams State 
Student Union Building banquet rooms on the first floor.

The cost to registration is $50. To register visit adams.edu/
students/career-services/employer-resources/. Registration 
includes a 6-foot table, two chairs, lunch for two, WIFI, and 
free parking.

For more information, call 719-587-8105 or civicengage-
ment@adams.edu.

Reserve for ASU’s 
Spring Career Fair

TAOS, N.M. — A seasonal closure 
of Miranda Canyon will go into ef-
fect beginning March 1 and will last 
until May 1. 

The seasonal closure applies to 
all motorized recreation, except 
snowmobiles. 

The seasonal closure is based 
on a recommendation from the 
Miranda Canyon Commission and 
is intended to help prevent further 
damage to roads and trails during 
wet conditions. 

The closure will also provide pro-
tection to wildlife, as well as water 
and cultural resources in the area.

While motorized use will be 
restricted, Miranda Canyon will 

remain open to snowmobiling, 
snowshoeing, cross country ski-
ing, hiking, horseback riding and 
mountain biking.

The Carson National Forest pur-
chased the 5,000 acres of land in 
Miranda Canyon from the Trust for 
Public Land in 2015 using land and 
water conservation funds. 

The area is south of Taos, just 
west of Picuris Peak and south of 
McGaffey Ridge.

The Miranda Canyon Commission 
was formed in order to help develop a 
management plan with the ultimate 
goal of offering a clean, safe place 
for community members to visit, 
enjoy and take pride in. 

The Commission is made up of 
local residents and diverse stake-
holders, who have worked with 
community members over the past 
several months to gather feedback 
on the future management of Mi-
randa Canyon.

The seasonal closure is in align-
ment with closures on other parts of 
the Camino Real Ranger District of 
the Carson National Forest.

 
For more information, please 

contact Sean Ferrell, Camino Real 
District Ranger at 575-587-2255 or 
Amy Simms at the Carson National 
Forest Supervisor’s Office, 575-758-
6200.

Miranda Canyon Seasonal Closure starts March 1
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To submit news, email:

news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

■ GOVERNOR
Governor Jared Polis (D), State Capi-

tol Building Room 136, 200 East Colfax, 

Denver CO 80203; (303) 866-2471; Fax 

(303) 866-2003.

 ■ STATE HOUSE
Donald Valdez (D), Colorado State 

Representative, District 62, 200 E Colfax, 

Room 307, Denver, CO 80203; phone: 
303-866-2916; email:Donald.valdez.
house@state.co.us

 ■ STATE SENATE
Larry Crowder (R),  Colorado State 

Senator, District 35, 200 E Colfax, Denver, 

CO 80203; phone: 303-866-4875 capitol, 

719-850-2459 cell; email: larry.crowder.

senate@state.co.us

■ U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Scott Tipton (R)  Regional Office — 719-

587-5105; 719-587-5137 (fax); Washington, 

DC — 326 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC 

20515; 202-225-4761; 202-226-9669 (fax); 

http://tipton.house.gov

■ U.S. SENATE
Michael Bennet (D) SLV Regional Of-

fice, 609 Main Street, Suite 110,  Alamosa 

81101; Phone: 587-0096; Fax: 587-0098; 

Washington office — 458 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington DC 20510; DC 

Phone: 202-224-5852; bennet.senate.gov

Cory Gardner (R), Regional Office, 503 

N Main Street, Ste, 426, Pueblo, 719-543-

1324, fax:  202-228-7174; Washington 

office: 354 Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington DC 20510; 202-224-5941
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America ...
HOLLYWOOD — President Trump 

flew to India for an official state visit 
Monday where he addressed 100,000 
Indians in the world’s largest cricket 
stadium. 

American presidents love the security 
of giving speeches in India. 

If the Teleprompter malfunctions, 
tech support is just a local call.

Mad Mike Hughes plummeted to his 
death in his steam-
powered rocket Sat-
urday while trying 
to prove the Earth is 
flat, after the para-
chute deployed with-
out Mad Mike in it. 

The tragic mishap 
was still a teaching 
moment. Flat Earth 
Society members are 
now fully confirmed 
believers in gravity.

South Carolina’s 
debate pits Bernie, 
who’s a “Democratic 
Socialist,” as the leading Democrat, 
challenged by the Democrat Bloomberg, 
who’s a Republican. 

It’s to see who’ll take on the Republi-
can Trump, who’s a Democrat. 

Today, Magic Mushrooms can’t com-
pete with Reality for quality of hallu-
cinations. 

The Democratic National Committee 
changed its donor rules thus allowing 
Mike Bloomberg to participate in to-
night’s debate. I like his voter outreach 
effort. 

I gassed up my car last night, and 
before I could pay for it with my credit 
card, it spit out a receipt that read Paid 
for by Bloomberg 2020.

South Carolina was the site of Tuesday 
night’s 10th Democratic presidential 
candidates’ debate airing live on CBS. 
The debate in Vegas was a hoot. 

Mike Bloomberg continued pouring 
campaign commercials onto broadcast 
TV network prime time shows. It could 
make up for how he looked in last week’s 
debate. 

Mike Bloomberg’s problem is that the 
Constitution requires a president to be 
35, born in the U.S., and able to ride 
Space Mountain.

The Wall Street Journal cited the 
number of homes owned by Democratic 
candidates brought up during the Las 
Vegas debate. I guess you have to sleep 
somewhere. 

It turns out Bloomberg owns 11 homes, 
Bernie three homes, while Elizabeth 
Warren has two tee-pees and a summer 
Wig-Wam.

Bernie Sanders’ Nevada win sparked 
comment on the prospect of a Trump vs. 
Sanders contest this fall. 

It would be a showdown between 
ideologies. 

If Bernie is elected, geography classes 
would teach children that the capital of 
the United States is in the offshore bank 
accounts of the one-percent.

The Royal Family posted photos of 
Prince Andrew Friday, congratulating 
him on his 16th birthday, heedless of the 
sex scandal still swirling around him. 

The Queen is just realizing she shipped 
the wrong relative off to Canada. Prince 
Andrew is 60, but says he likes to feel 17.

California lawmakers proposed a 
bill that would force porn actors, strip-
pers and camera girls to acquire state 
licenses to be sex workers. At least it’s 
honest.

Until now, porn actresses identified 
themselves to the IRS as Chicken Farm-
ers, for all the little peckers they’d raised 
in the previous year.

Harvey Weinstein’s case went to the 
jury after he was humiliated by naked 
medical photos of him revealing male 
and female genitalia. 

Just put him down for mercy’s sake. 
Any guy who’s had to watch as a female 
witness said she could not tell if he had 
a penis or not has suffered enough.

Marijuana Business Daily reports 
most California licensed pot operators 
are having to do part of their business 
on the black market. The number of pot 
products is growing. 

Our grocery store in West Hollywood 
is now selling cannabis-infused butter 
margarine, it’s called I Can’t Believe 
It’s Legal.

The Wall Street Journal cultural critic 
James Panero urged the U.S. to reject 
the metric system, born of the French 
Revolution, and stick to the U.S.-British 
imperial standard of measurements 
and weights. 

He’s right. 
If God had wanted us to use the met-

ric system Jesus would have had ten 
disciples.

Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at Ar-
gus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Jim 

Mullen

THE 
VILLAGE 

IDIOT

Driving miss crazy
After a thousand-plus weekly col-

umns, I am going to hang up my colum-
nist spurs and do what I was born to do: 
Wash dishes in a fast-food restaurant. 

Every column I ever wrote was made 
immeasurably bet-
ter by my editors, so 
I want to leave you 
with one of their best 
efforts. My thanks for 
all your kind words. 
— Jim

My car is my office, 
my filing cabinet, 
my spare bedroom, 
my art collection, 
my summer home, 
my beach cabana, 
my sauna, my think 
tank, my den, my 
gym locker, my golf 
locker, my tool chest, 
my media center, my breakfast nook, 
my easy chair, my laundry basket and 
my command center. 

It is from my car that I manage my 
far-flung media empire and vast for-
tune. I also use it now and then to run 
errands and get around town. 

It is my domain, my castle, my For-
tress of Solitude, my isolation booth, 
my Chamber of Secrets, my — well, 
you get the picture.

Yesterday, Sue borrowed it because 
hers is getting an oil change or a state 
inspection or a tire rotation or some-
thing. 

Today, when I climbed in, the seat 
was too far forward, the rearview mirror 
was aimed at the trunk, the radio was 
on the wrong station, the cup holder 

was clean, my change dish had been 
emptied out and the money replaced 
with crisp, new dollar bills. 

The passenger seat/mobile office/
soda dispenser was empty, all the 
CDs were back in their cases and the 
steering wheel didn’t have its familiar, 
comforting stickiness. The dust from 
the dashboard was gone, and the car 
smelled different — the way it did the 
day I drove it off the used car lot. 

Sue had taken it to a car wash and 
had it detailed. There’s no telling how 
long it will take me to get everything 
back to normal. Weeks. Months, maybe.

“I had everything just the way I like 
it,” I told her. “That car was a work 
of art. Taking it to a car wash is like 
putting the ‘Mona Lisa’ in the washing 
machine!

“What would you think if I went 
to your office and threw away all the 
fast-food wrappers and pizza boxes, 
then vacuumed the papers off your 
desktop and sprayed air freshener all 
over everything?”

Sue was surprisingly unmoved. 
“There are no pizza boxes in my office. 
You could eat off the floor. And you 
probably would, if I let you. This was an 
intervention. You’re a menace to your-
self and others. You’re a serial slob.”

“Am not.” 
“I found mail in your car from last 

year.”
“I was going to open it.”
“That’s wonderful. Except you were 

supposed to send it. 
Now I know why we got so few Christ-

mas cards this year.”
“I don’t think I can get past this with-

out years of long, difficult, expensive 
therapy.”

“Or you could just suck it up and 
say ‘thank you.’ I’m sorry, but it had 
to be done.”

But she wasn’t really sorry. I heard 
her telling one of her friends on the 
phone that she’d had “his beater 
sprayed with antiseptic, and it still 
smells like dirty socks and old sponges. 
You’d swear someone was living in 
there. The floor was stickier than a 
movie theater’s. 

“It’s amazing that he doesn’t get a 
ticket for littering every time he parks 
it. You’ve heard of those guys who get 
buried in their cars? That may be the 
only way to get rid of it. Of course, 
I’d probably have to get a toxic waste 
exemption.”

I tried one more time to get through 
to her.

“Haven’t you ever heard that a man’s 
car is his castle?” I said.

“No, of course not. You just made that 
up. Anyway, your car is not a castle. 
It’s a mobile landfill. I’m surprised you 
haven’t been arrested for hauling trash 
without a license.”

“There’s just no pleasing some people. 
If I bought a little red sports car, you’d 
complain about it.”

“No, I wouldn’t. I’d take it, and you 
could have my car. But don’t worry — 
I’d throw some garbage in it, roll up 
the windows and leave it in the sun 
for a week or two, so you’d feel right 
at home in there.”

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@
gmail.com.

Reader stuck in the middle of friends
DEAR HARRIETTE: I have two amaz-

ing friends. They both are cool, funny 
and understanding. However, one of 
them does not like the other. My friend, 
friend No. 1, does not like friend No. 2. 
So whenever I talk to or hang out with 
friend No. 2, I am unable to tell friend 
No. 1 because I know it will upset her. 

I love friend No. 1 to pieces; she is 
basically a sister to me. I tell her every-
thing, but when it comes to friend No. 
2, I can’t let her know when we hang 
out. Friend No. 1 once told me if I ever 
spoke to friend No. 2 again, she would 
never talk to me.

Friend No. 1 talks badly about friend 
No. 2, and I don’t like hearing all the 
negative things she says about her. I 
want to tell friend No. 1 that I still hang 
out with friend No. 2 and we should all 
just put this aside. Should I tell her? — 
Stuck in the Middle

DEAR STUCK IN THE MIDDLE: This 
is a tough situation that is not uncom-
mon. The issue is how should you handle 
this. My vote is to make it clear to both 
friends that you will remain friends with 
each of them. While you are willing to 
keep your friendships separate, you are 
uncomfortable with the ways in which 
they talk about each other. 

You may want to give each friend one 
more chance to explain why they do not 
like the other person. Listen carefully to 
see if you believe that any of their com-
plaints are valid. If so, you can bring up 
those points to the person in question.

After considering your friends’ posi-
tions, if you decide to remain friends with 

both of them, make that crystal-clear 
to all, and let them know that you are 
unwilling to continue to listen to them 
spouting negativity about the other. 

If you lose a friend in the process, so 
be it. But you should not have to endure 
vitriol about people you love. Stand your 
ground.

DEAR HARRIETTE: I have a passion 
for writing. I love to create short stories 
and share them with others. 

Whenever I write, it takes me into a 
whole new world. It is a way to delve 
into my creativity. Sometimes I go back 
to my stories and swap my old ideas for 
something new or better. 

However, lately I feel like everything 
I write is awful. I have this sense that 
people are lying to me whenever I ask 
if my stories are OK. A majority of the 
stuff I write is a bit out of the norm. 

I want to be able to write something 
different than every other writer, but I 
keep finding my stories generic, boring 
and unoriginal. I have run out of ideas 
and been left with writer’s block. 

My dream is to publish my short sto-
ries, but I want to know how to better 
my writing and gain more confidence. 
Any suggestions? — Writer’s Block

DEAR WRITER’S BLOCK: Join a 
writing workshop where you and the 
other writers share your work and cri-
tique one another with the intention of 
refining your work. 

Take a short story writing class at 
your local community college. Find a 
professional environment where you 
can strengthen your skills and gain the 

confidence you desire.

Harriette Cole is a lifestylist and 
founder of DREAMLEAPERS, an initia-
tive to help people access and activate 
their dreams. You can send questions 
to askharriette@harriettecole.com or 
c/o Andrews McMeel Syndication, 1130 
Walnut St., Kansas City, MO 64106.
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REPORTS: STUDENT-LED 
PROJECT

SARGENT — Elementary teacher, 
Kari Christoferson’s students provided 
the board with an update on their 
student-led project. 

They explained after reading a book by 
Lynne Cox, a world-class distance swim-
mer they were inspired to learn more. 
They have researched the possibility of 
having Ms. Cox, a motivational speaker 
come to Sargent. They are currently 
raising funds by seeking donations from 
area businesses and patrons to provide 
the program to all students in April. 
Donations may be made to the project 
through the Sargent Elementary School.

SCHOOL YEAR 
CALENDAR FOR 

2020-21 APPROVED
Approval was given to the proposed 

calendar for the upcoming school year. 
The calendar provides 147 student days 
and 157 teacher days. First day of classes 
will be Aug. 19, last day May 27. 

Breaks include Thanksgiving week, 
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 for Christmas, and Spring 
Break will be the week of March 15.

EMPLOYMENT ITEMS
Resignation of secondary teacher 

Maurice Hirsch and activities direc-
tor Clint Mondragon were approved. 
The 2020-21 superintendent contract 
for Brian Crowther was approved, as 
was employment of substitute teacher 
Rachael Ringler, pending receipt of a 
substitute authorization.

Extra pay position agreements were 
also approved for junior high track coach 

James Holmes and coordinator and fis-
cal managers for the Make it Happen 
(school wellness) Grant.

EXCEL LIGHTING PROJECT 
PROPOSAL APPROVED

The Board approved a district-wide 
energy efficient lighting project. The 
project will convert lighting to LED and 
is designed to generate savings exceed-
ing the district’s cost for the project; 
the projected savings is guaranteed by 
Excel.

BOARD POLICY REVISIONS
Approval was given, following a second 

reading on a list of policy revisions. The 
policy revisions are a result of changes 
in law and will update the board policies 
to current requirements. One policy was 
tabled for further study and consider-
ation — IHCDA, Concurrent Enrollment 
will be reviewed again next month.

OTHER ITEMS
Also approved were financial reports 

for January and minutes of the previous 
meeting. In addition, a student work 
study agreement and a Friday school 
teacher application was approved. The 
board also gave approval to a subdistrict 
contract with Rio Grande Water Con-
servation District pertaining to wells.

Next Meeting: The next regular meet-
ing of the board will be on Monday, 
March 23 in the high school library.

Report and photo courtesy of a press 
release from Lynda Foster, executive ad-
ministrative assistant, superintendent’s 
office, Sargent School District RE-33J, 
719 852-4023, option 6.

Sargent School District RE-33J Feb. 24 meeting

Courtesy Photo

Sargent Junior/Senior High School January 2020 Students of the Month brandish 
their awards; from left to right, are Josiah Yocom, 7th; Giovanni Aguilar 8th; Juan 
Robles 9th; Montana Younkerman 10th; McKenzie Tolliver 11th and Akyia Ross 12th.

Board Highlights

By JAN JACOBS AND BOB SEAGO
CREEDE – The Creede Historical 

Society has thousands of photos in its 
photo files. Unfortunately, most are not 
identified in any way. 

Often the Society does not know the 
people, the locations in the pictures, the 
photographer, or the date that the photo 
was taken. It needs your help. If anyone 
can identify anything in this week’s 
photo, please call or write:

Jan Jacobs, Creede Historical Soci-
ety, P.O. Box 608, Creede, CO 81130, 

telephone: 719-658-2394, email: info@
creedehistoricalsociety.com.

Copies of our photographs are available 
for a small fee.

The location of this mine is possibly the 
Last Chance Mine Complex. Although 
there is nothing identified on this pho-
tograph, a relative of the family who 
donated the photograph was superin-
tendent of the Last Chance Mine in the 
1890s. Fred J. Bishop Collection, Creede 
Historical Society Archives, Catalogue 
#3005-SBU-25. Photo Article #593

The Creede Historical 
Society presents: From 

the Photo Files



Results 

Adams State Baseball
Feb. 15

ASU 12, Univ. of the Southwest 9
ASU 9, Univ. of the Southwest 5

Adams State Basketball
Feb. 21

Western Colorado 62, ASU 43 (W)
 Western Colorado 83, ASU 58 (M)

Feb. 22
Colorado Mesa 63, ASU 51 (W)
Colorado Mesa 94, ASU 91 (M)

Prep Basketball
Feb. 20

Antonito FFW, Aguilar FFL (G) 
La Veta 50, Sierra Grande 35 (G) 
Sierra Grande 51, La Veta 43 (B) 

Sangre de Cristo 61, Moffat-Mt.-Valley 17 (G)
Sangre de Cristo 54, Moffat-Mt.-Valley 35 (B)

Feb. 21
Sangre de Cristo 37, Kim-Branson 20 (G)
Kim-Branson 49, Sangre de Cristo 37 (B)

Hohne 36, Center 32 (G)
Center 61, Hoehne 55 (B) 

Primero 64, Centennial 56 (B)
Ignacio 66, Sierra Grande 45 (B)

Sanford 52, Sargent 33 (G)
Sanford 61, Sargent 25 (B) 

Del Norte 62, South Park 14 (B) 

Del Norte 65, South Park 37 (B) 
Feb. 22

Center 45, Custer County 42 (G) 
Center 57, Custer County 37 (B) 

3 p.m. Caprock at Moffat-Mt.Valley (B) 
Del Norte 45, Sanford 27 (G)
Sanford 69, Del Norte 30 (B)

1A District 6 Play-ins
Creede 47, Antonito 39 (B)

La Veta 45, Moffat-Mtn.Valley 41 (B)
Manzanola 67, Creede 37 (G)

Sierra Grande FFW, Lake City FFL (G)

Adams State Lacrosse
Feb. 21

Colorado Mesa 21, ASU 3 (M) 
Feb. 23

Westminster 22, ASU 9 (M)

Adams State Softball
Feb. 22

Regis 11, ASU 2
Regis 10, ASU 4
Regis 11, ASU 1

ASU at Regis (DH)-Cancelled

Prep Wrestling
Feb. 20-22

State Championships
3A - 5.Alamosa- 91

2A. 5. Centauri- 91, 32. Monte Vista - 11, 33. Del Norte- 10, 40. 
Sierra Grande/Centennial - 3,  

Upcoming Events
Adams State Baseball
Feb. 29

1 p.m. ASU at CSU-P 
March 1

1 p.m. ASU at CSU-P 

Adams State Basketball
Feb. 28

5:30/7:30 p.m. Fort Lewis at ASU (W/M)

Prep Basketball       
Feb. 25

3A Intermountain League
TBA Monte Vista at Pagosa Springs (B)
5:30 p.m. Monte Vista at Alamosa (G)

2A District 1 
5 p.m. South Park at Sargent (G)

5 p.m. Custer County at Center (G)
6 p.m. South Park at Sanford (B)

6:30 p.m. Del Norte at Sargent (B)
6:30 p.m. Custer County at Center (B)

1A District 1 
TBA Manzanola at Sangre de Cristo (G)

TBA Creede at Sangre de Cristo (B)
TBA Manzanola at Sierra Grande (B)

TBA Centennial at Cotopaxi (B)
5 p.m. La Veta at Antonito (G)

5 p.m. Sierra Grande at Cotopaxi (G)
5 p.m. Centennial at Moffat-Mtn. Valley (G)

Feb. 28
3A Intermountain League at Monte Vista H.S. 

TBA Alamosa vs. TBA (B)
TBA Centauri vs TBA (B)
TBA Centauri vs TBA (G)

2A District 1 at Alamosa H.S.
TBA Del Norte vs TBA (G)
TBA Sanford vs TBA (G)

Adams State Lacrosse
March 2

3 p.m. Otterbein Univeristy at ASU (M)

Adams State Softball
Feb. 29

12/ 2 p.m. Colorado Christian at ASU (DH)
March 1

11 a.m./ 1 p.m. Colorado Christian at ASU (DH)

Adams State Wrestling
Feb. 29

West Regional
All Day ASU at Nebraska-Kearney 

Schedules subject to change

AP&R Youth Soccer
ALAMOSA — The 2020 Alamosa Parks & Recreation 

coed youth spring soccer registration is now open. You 
may register your child online at www.AlamosaRec.org, 
or drop by the AFRC located at 2222 Old Sanford Rd. For 
more information, contact the AFRC at (719) 589-2105.

Sports Bulletin
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Basketball gets down to business
With the regular season settled for 

all the teams in the valley across the 
different classes, it’s time for district 
tournaments to kick off. Valley prep 
basketball fans have plenty to rejoice 
as all three of the different class tour-
naments are scheduled within the cozy 
confines of the San Luis Valley. Bracket 
play is scheduled for Tuesday the 25th 
for the first round, Friday the 28th for 
the semifinals and Saturday the 29th for 
championship and third-place games.  

3A – Intermountain League
Quarterfinals at home sites of higher 

seeds, all others Monte Vista High School 

Girls Bracket
In a district that always heats up with 

league play, the 2019/20 season was no 
different. For the girls, some uncharac-
teristic late-season losses from Pagosa 
Springs (15-4) didn’t stop the Pirates 
from qualifying as a No. 1 seed. Behind 
them, the Falcons (17-2) would take the 
No. 2 seed. 

With both byes claimed that means 
fellow hopefuls Bayfield and Alamosa 
will need to earn their way to the top 
of the bracket. Bayfield will face Mon-
tezuma Cortez and Alamosa will take 
on host Monte Vista in the first round 
of tournament play. 

Boys Bracket
Things don’t get any easier from here 

on out for the IML. Rivalries may have 
to be settled this weekend otherwise 
they may have to hold their peace since 
there is no guarantee they will meet 
come state tournament time. 

The Mean Moose (15-4) stampeded 
through their league schedule staying 
undefeated and taking the No.1 seed 
for district play, rival Centauri (17-2) 
picked up the two seed and both will 
get a first-round bye. Pagosa (9-10) will 
need to best host Monte Vista in order 

to make their way to the semifinals. 
Montezuma Cortez will get the easier 
task of Bayfield (3-16). 

2A – Southern Peaks League
Quarterfinals at home sites of higher 

seeds, all others Alamosa High School

Girls Bracket
The Tigers (16-3) did not find their 

equal in the SPL this season rolling to 
a 6-0 league record. As a reward, they 
earned the top seed where they will 
await the winner of Center (8-11) and 
Custer County (8-11). Del Norte owns 
an average 30.3-point margin of vic-
tory in their games with the Vikings 
and Bobcats. 

On the other side of the bracket, 
Sanford will be holding the second bye. 
Sanford will face the winner of Sargent 
(8-11) and South Park (4-13). Neither 
team was able to clear Sanford during 

the regular season. 

Boys Bracket
After going a meager 1-5 in the class 

a season ago, Crested Butte (16-3) has 
surged to the top of the SPL sweeping 
the league with a perfect 6-0 record. The 
Titans will await the winner of Sargent 
and Del Norte. 

The Titans seem to play a different 
game when the stakes are raised. In 
non-league games against Sargent, 
Del Norte and Sanford Crested Butte 
is 2-1 with a 3.5-point average margin 
of victory. In league games against 
those opponents, the Titans are 3-0 
with a 22-point average margin of 
victory. Expect to see their more 
grisly half come tournament time. 
With an odd number of teams, the 
Titans are the lone bye and Sanford 
will need to clear South Park while 
Center will look to eliminate Custer 

County. 

1A – Southern Peaks League
Quarterfinals at home sites of higher 

seeds, all others Del Norte High School

Girls Bracket
The first games of the SPL got un-

derway on Saturday with Manzanola 
eliminating Creede in the pigtail game 
67-37, Sierra Grande picked up a forfeit 
from Lake City. Top seed Sangre de 
Cristo (16-3) will welcome Manzanola 
to the district bracket in the first round. 
As far as opening draws go, Sangre is 
not what you hope for. Sangre is unde-
feated in league games and their last 
meeting with Manzanola resulted in a 
59-33 thumping. 

Along with the T-Birds, Cotopaxi (16-
3) is favored to make it to the champion-
ship game entering as the No. 2 seed. 
At 9-1 Cotopaxi’s only league loss came 
to Sangre de Cristo in a 34-27 game. 
The Pirates will take on Sierra Grande 
in the first round of tournament play. 

Boys Bracket
Pigtail games are out of the way in 

the Southern Peaks League Creede 
eliminated Antonito to advance in a 
47-39 game. La Veta downed Moffat 
45-41 to keep their season alive. No. 1 
seed Sangre de Cristo will (17-2) will 
be Creede’s first tournament game. The 
T-Birds had a dominant run through 
the SPL picking up nine wins and no 
losses. The last meeting between San-
gre and Creede was a 79-31 game in 
Sangre’s favor. 

In the other quadrant, second-seeded 
Primero will look to advance to the SPL 
championship game. Primero was in-
volved in one of Sangre’s closest league 
games losing 53-34. But they’ve also 
shown promise in the league besting 
quadrant mate Cotopaxi 64-60 in their 
last meeting.

Continental Divide Freeride team to Monarch
Continental Divide Freeride Team skiers and riders 

competed at the International Freeskiers & Snow-
boarders Association 2020 Monarch Junior Regional 
Freeride Comp February 22nd & 23rd.  This two day 
event included runs on High Anxiety and Mirkwood 
Bowl for each skier or snowboarder.  Continental Divide 
Freeride (CDF) brought four snowboarders and five 
skiers to the event from Del Norte, Center/Hooper and 
Pagosa Springs.  CDF team members placed as follows:

Snowboard Female U12

Landry Neufeld (Center/Hooper) 1st Place

Audrina Smith (Pagosa Springs) 2nd Place

Snowboard Male U12

Kife Mashburn  (Del Norte) 5th Place

Eric Smith (Pagosa Springs)  7th Place

Ski Male U12

Noah Bellina (Pagosa Springs) 18th Place

Ryan Rich (Pagosa Springs)  25th Place

Ski Male 12-14

Corbin Horrocks (Del Norte)  3rd Place

Summit Mashburn (Del Norte) 4th Place

Aiden Mashburn (Del Norte)  6th Place

For more information about how to be a part of 
Continental Divide Freeride or how to support our 
athletes please contact Liz Callard at continentaldivide-
freeride@gmail.com.

Courtesy photo by  Nikki Horrocks 

Skiers (left to right) Aiden Mashburn, Summit Mash-
burn, and Corbin Horrocks wait with their coaches 
for their turn to drop into Mirkwood Bowl.  

Courtesy photo by Nikki Horrocks

Skiers Noah Bellina (middle) and Ryan Rich (right) 
talk with their coach before they drop in for their 
Mirkwood Bowl run at Monarch.  

Courtesy photo by Desiree Smith.

CDF snowboarders wait to drop in at the top of High Anxiety.  Left to right, Eric Smith, Audrina Smith, Coach 
Brian Neufeld, Kife Mashburn, and Landry Neufeld.  
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Photo courtesy of CPW

A bear sniffs around a trash can it knocked over in Boulder on July 2.

DENVER — In 2019, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife documented 517 reports of 
bears entering dwellings, 303 vehicle 
break-ins and 5,369 total bear calls from 
April-Dec. 31.

Thanks to a modernized tracking sys-
tem these numbers provide a tremendous 
amount of insight on human-bear inter-
actions. It is the agency’s hope that the 
release of this data serves as a wake-up 
call to Colorado residents. Concentrated, 
community-wide efforts must be made to 
live appropriately with bears in mind. 

While the public and media tend to 
focus on the number of bears CPW has 
to put down, that number is only part of 
the overall story. In 2019, 92 bears were 
euthanized, or 1.7% of the year’s reported 
bear conflicts. While these numbers vary 
year over year, this data sheds a new 
light on the overall picture and how 
simple steps can be made throughout our 
communities to keep Colorado’s bears 
wild and alive.

The agency’s wildlife conflict data 
tracking system launched on April 1. It 
allows CPW to comprehensively track 
statewide reports ranging from simple 
sightings, to food source attractants 
provided, to property damage done by a 
bear, livestock depredation, aggressive 
behavior and more. 

As our ability to more efficiently and 
effectively track conflict data grows, CPW 
is committed to sharing this information 
to help all Coloradans understand their 
role in living with bears. 

The data outlines a major problem and 
potentially documents only half of what 
actually takes place. CPW recognizes 
that among the 5,369 bear reports from 
April 1-Dec. 31, there are likely an equal 
number of human-bear interactions that 
go unreported. 

The following sections break down 
the types of reports into categories and 
what each can mean to the well-being 
of Colorado’s bears, whose population is 
estimated between 17,000-20,000 (black 
bear is the only species in Colorado).

TRASH: 1,728
One-third of all bear reports CPW re-

ceived in 2019 involved trash. Trash is 
by far the leading cause of bear habitu-
ation, and open dumpsters or trash cans 
provide an all-you-can-eat buffet when 
left unsecured. Bears are highly intelli-
gent and resourceful animals. Bears that 
find food around someone’s home or in a 
community often lose their natural wari-
ness of people. Once they find garbage, 
the next place they may look to for more 
food is inside someone’s home.

Communities or HOA’s can help re-
duce human-bear conflicts and avoid 
attracting bears to your neighborhood or 
property by enacting a trash ordinance.

If people must leave trash outside, 
buy a bear-proof container/dumpster, 
build a bear-proof enclosure or install 
an electric fence. To avoid attracting 
bears, clean containers regularly with 
ammonia or bleach.

BIRDFEEDERS: 397
A 7-pound bag of bird seed equates to 

12,180 calories for a bear. A 50-pound bag 
of bird seed has over 87,000 calories — a 
reward well worth the effort of breaking 
into a person’s garage to get. 

Bears want to get the most energy 
they can with the least amount of effort. 
Any type of bird feeder (hummingbird, 
suet and seed) someone has out on his or 
her property, including those on upper 
levels, is about as easy of a meal that a 
bear can get.

Birdfeeders should not be placed 
outside from March through the end 
of November for any reason. Letting 
one’s bird feeders turn into bear feeders 
teaches bears that it’s safe to come close 
to people and homes looking for food. And 
for bears that can become a deadly lesson.

Other ways to attract birds to a per-

son’s property include placing a nesting 
box out, creating a bird garden, hang-
ing flower pots or having a bird bath. 
Add brightly colored, trumpet shaped 
flowers around your home to attract 
hummingbirds, butterflies and a variety 
of beneficial insects. Water, especially 
running water, actually does a better 
job of attracting a wider variety of birds 
year-round than a bird feeder. Just keep 
one’s water sources smaller. Bears don’t 
sweat, so larger ponds and uncovered hot 
tubs can actually attract bears looking 
for a place to cool off. 

Be responsible about attracting birds 
and you’ll be doing one’s part to keep 
bears wild.

OTHER FOOD 
ATTRACTANTS: 1,171

Black bears are omnivores and will eat 
just about anything. Other major food 
sources found around homes that at-
tract bears include, fruit trees, beehives, 
chicken coops and livestock.

While fruit may be a part of a bears 
natural diet, that does not mean a bear 
should be gorging itself on an apple 
tree mere feet from where children play 
outside.

Additional food sources include pet 
food, BBQ grills, compost, livestock feed 
and fridges/freezers in people’s outer 
buildings. These items must always be 
cleaned up and/or properly secured. 

VEHICLE BREAK-INS: 303
That equals 303 preventable occur-

rences if people had only kept anything 
with a scent out of their cars. Imagine the 
damage a bear would do inside a person’s 
car and the unwanted “present” it could 
leave behind. 

Keep car doors and windows closed 
and locked if one is parked outside. 
Make sure there’s nothing with an odor 
in one’s vehicle, including candy, gum, 
air fresheners, trash, sunscreen, lotions 
and lip balms.

DWELLING BREAK-INS (HOUS-
ES, CABINS, GARAGES): 517

This number is certainly conservative 
as it does not include the many incidences 
where a bear was reported in a garage 
after the owner left it open, nor sheds 
that bears got into to get food. It only 
accounted for bears in homes, cabins or 
garages where there was forcible entry.

These numbers should highlight the 
elementary principles of locking the doors 
to one’s home, keeping the garage door 
and windows closed and locked. Build 
bear unwelcome mats, as a deterrent 
to place in areas a bear may want to 
access, replace exterior lever-style door 
handles with good quality round door 
knobs that bears can’t pull or push open, 
install sturdy gates or bars on lower-level 
windows to help keep bears out. Screens 
don’t keep bears out.

LOCATIONS
Suitable bear habitat in Colorado can 

be anywhere west of I-25, but bears are 
found each year on the eastern side of 
I-25. There were over 150 reports of 
bears on the eastern side of I-25 in 2019. 
Bears were reported as far east as Mor-
gan County in the northeast, the town 
of Pritchett in the southeast, near Las 
Animas and Limon.

NOTES
w Once someone’s property has been 

visited by a bear and it has been rewarded 
with a human-provided food source, that 
homeowner is legally obligated to remove 
that attractant. If they do not, they could 
be issued a citation for feeding or attract-
ing wildlife, a misdemeanor charge.

w If one does not have a food source at 
his or her property, one will not experi-
ence issues with bears. If people do not 
have a food source at their property, but 
a neighbor does, then it is possible to 
have a bear come too close for comfort. It 
takes a community-wide effort to reduce 
human-bear conflicts.

Colo.’s ’19 human-
bear interactions

Encounters illustrate need for people 

to change behavior to keep bears wild
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ALAMOSA — The winter months were busy for 
Narrow Gauge Book Co-Op, as the store honored two 
organizations selected for the Round-Up program 
in December and January with a total of $219.70 in 
donations.

The store is a community-run book cooperative in 
downtown Alamosa that opened its doors during the 
summer of 2018. 

The money donated to the organizations came from 
a program the members of the book co-op began called 
Round Up. 

Every month, a local non-profit is chosen to be the 
recipient, and during that month customers can “round 
up” the total of their purchase to the next dollar amount, 
with the excess going to the non-profit. 

In December, the non-profit Tu Casa was chosen. 
After the monthly sales, the organization benefited 
from a Round-Up total of $131.48. Tu Casa’s mission 
is to support healthy, violence-free lives and relation-
ships for all children and adults in the San Luis Valley. 

It provides crisis intervention, shelter services and 
advocacy to victims and survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence. For more information about Tu Casa, 
go to slvtucasa.net. 

In January, the organization Center for Restorative 
Programs was chosen, and received $88.22. Center for 
restorative programs is a restorative justice-based orga-
nization that offers programs and intervention services 
for youth of the San Luis Valley and their families. 

For more information about the Center for Restorative 
Programs, go to restorativeprograms.org.

Narrow Gauge Book Co-Op, located at 602 Main 
Street in Alamosa, will be open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. For more information on 
volunteering or taking part in the owner and member 
opportunities, stop by the store, go on the Facebook 
page, email narrowgauge.coop@gmail.com or call 719-
589-3464.

Photos courtesy of Narrow Gauge Book Co-Op

Narrow Gauge Book 

Co-Op raises money 

through Round-Up

ALAMOSA — On Friday, 
Friends of the Alamosa 
Public Library hosted a 
reception to celebrate the 
publication of the 11th vol-
ume of its literary and art 
collection, Messages from 
the Hidden Lake. 

The event was held at City 
Hall. 170-plus written word 
enthusiasts attended the 
event and $815 was awarded 
to 35 place-winning authors 
and photographers. 

The reception included 
reading, signings, awards 
and refreshments provided 
by the GFWC Woman’s Citi-
zenship Club of Alamosa. 

Dawn Krebs, master of 
ceremony, led the event. 
Several young students 
contributed to the book 
this year.

“We had a great time, 
and the kids feel so proud 
and accomplished,” said at-
tending ASD school teacher 
Ms. Christoferson. “It was 
definitely worth the work 
everyone on this project 

put in. I am confident the 
experience will have lasting 
effects.”

Copies of the book are 
available for purchase at 
the Library for $12.

FIRST PLACE 
AWARDS

w Front Cover Photogra-
phy: Mary Van Pelt

w Adult Fiction: The Kind-
ness of Strangers by Martha 
Kennedy

w Kid Fiction: A Bird’s Way 
Home by Tanner Houser

w Teen Fiction: The Day 
Jackson Miller Moved In by 
Hailie Perry

w Adult Non-Fiction: 
Smartweed by Wayne Shel-
drake

w Kid Non-Fiction: Hard 
Work Pays Off  by Makenzie 
Consaul

w Adult Poetry: Jack Ker-
ouac Boys by Rain Nissen-
Reilly

w Teen Poetry: Perfect 
Storm by Jessica Lee

w Kid Poetry: Home by 
Madeline Mitchell

Messages from 
the Hidden Lake

Courtesy photo

Alycia Chavez-Martinez reads from her Messages 
from the Hidden Lake contribution, My Chicago Hor-
ror Story.

It is common for children 
to backslide during sum-
mer vacations as they get 
further away from their 
daily school year routines. 

The rigors of schoolwork 
may come as a shock as 
children return to school 
and must reacquaint 
themselves with studying 
and doing their homework. 

But there are some steps 
students can take to keep 
their minds sharp as they 
ease back into school.

One of the most effective 
ways for students to stay 
sharp over summer is to 
continue reading. 

Pearson Education says 
evidence suggests that 
children who read for en-
joyment every day not only 
perform better on reading 
tests than those who don’t, 

but also develop a broader 
vocabulary, increased 
general knowledge and a 
better understanding of 
other cultures. 

Reading for pleasure 
also bears more influence 
on a child’s academic 
performance than his or 
her social or economic 
background.

Summer reading as-
signments may not be 
mandated, but children 
can take it upon them-
selves to continually push 
themselves through recre-
ational reading and lan-
guage arts pursuits. Here 
are ways that parents can 
facilitate that process.

w Set up a reading time. 
Children should have a set 
time each day that they 
devote to reading. Many 

find a regular reading 
time later in the evening 
before bed or as a precur-
sor to other activities, such 
as watching television 
or playing video games, 
can help make reading a 
priority.

w Keep fresh reading 
materials. Stock the house 
with new books, maga-
zines, newspapers, and 
even graphic novels. The 
more reading materials 
children have access to, 
the more likely they are to 
become habitual readers.

w Parents can lead by 
example. Parents should 
read,  as well. Choose 
books and periodicals 
over time spent on digital 
devices.

w Read in the world 
around you. Stop and read 

signs, menus, cereal boxes, 
billboards, and anything 
with the written word. Jot 
down difficult words and 
look them up together and 
discuss the definitions.

w  Consult with the 
teacher. Educators have 
tools they use to assess 
reading levels and abili-
ties. Knowing a child’s 
reading level and choosing 
the appropriate reading 
materials for that level 
can set kids up for success.

Reading is an important 
part of getting into the 
back-to-school groove. 
Make sure students set 
aside ample time for 
reading throughout the 
day, even during extend-
ed breaks from school. 
TF199268

Reading helps children prepare for school
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SOUTHEAST — The 
Colorado State Forest 
Service is selling afford-
able seedling trees, grown 
by its Seedling Tree 
Nursery, to residents of 
southeast Colorado.  

 The Seedling Tree 
Program enables land-
owners, including those 
impacted by wildfire or 
flood events, to obtain 
seedling trees at a low 
cost for conservation or 
land rehabilitation pur-
poses.

 Seedling trees are 
ideal for accomplishing 
almost any planting proj-
ect, whether residents 
are looking to create 
natural windbreaks, re-
habilitate fire-scarred 
areas or simply want to 
enhance the landscape 
of their property in time 
for spring. Fire-burned 
areas, for example, suffer 
a great deal of damage 
in terms of soil erosion, 
water retention and loss 
of wildlife habitat, but 
landowners can mitigate 
this damage by planting 
new vegetation. 

 Steve Rudolph, a for-
ester in the CSFS Wood-
land Park Field Office 
and the lead for seedling 
tree sales in the southeast 
area of Colorado, said 

that he hopes the Seed-
ling Tree Program will 
help landowners make a 
personal commitment to 
their properties through 
tree planting, while also 
meeting conservation 
goals. 

When tackling a tree-
planting project, it is a 
good idea to understand 
which tree species are 
the best to use for accom-
plishing certain goals. 
CSFS foresters recom-
mend that landowners 
consider factors such as 
elevation, aspect and 
soil type. 

For example, some of 
the most successful spe-
cies in the southeast area 
of the state are native 
plum, ponderosa pine, 
Colorado blue spruce and 
Rocky Mountain juniper.

The deadline to order 
low-cost seedling trees 
is March 30, so please 
do not hesitate to contact 
the CSFS with ques-
tions. Download the order 
form at csfs.colostate.
edu/southeast/.

 
For questions or more 

information, please con-
tact the Woodland Park 
Field Office at (719) 687-
2951 or csfs_woodland-
park@mail.colostate.edu.

Deadline March 30 

for landowners to 

order seedling trees

Beautiful landscaping can add instant curb appeal 
to a property. But beauty isn’t the only thing that 
makes idyllic landscaping attractive to homeowners. 
Some landscaping features, such as shade trees, save 
homeowners money while adding aesthetic appeal.

The U.S. Department of Energy notes that shading 
is the most cost-effective way to reduce solar heat 
gain in a home. Shading also cuts air conditioning 
costs, which tend to be expensive in areas with warm, 
humid climates. In fact, the DOE notes that well-
planned landscapes can reduce unshaded homes’ air 
conditioning costs by anywhere from 15 to 50 percent.

When planting shade trees, one of the first deci-
sions homeowners will need to make is which type 
of tree, deciduous or evergreen, they want to plant. 
Deciduous trees are those that seasonally shed their 
leaves, while evergreens are trees that keep their 
leaves throughout the year. Deciduous trees can help 
keep homes cool in the summer by blocking sun, and 
those same trees can be beneficial in winter after they 
shed their leaves by letting the sun in and keeping 
homes warm. But evergreens also can be beneficial 
in winter by blocking wind, potentially preventing 
cold air from making its way into a home through 
cracks in walls or around windows.

When planting shade trees, techniques vary de-
pending on which type of tree homeowners ultimately 
choose to plant.

PLANTING DECIDUOUS TREES
The DOE says that deciduous trees that are 

between six and eight feet tall when planted will 
begin shading the windows of a home within a year 
of being planted. Depending on the species of the 
plant and the home, those same deciduous trees 
may begin shading the roof within five to 10 years 
of being planted. When planting deciduous trees, 
homeowners should keep these tips in mind.

Plant trees to the south of the home. When planted 
to the south of the home, deciduous trees can screen 
between 70 and 90 percent of the summer sun while 
still allowing residents to feel summer breezes.

Consider sun angles. Homeowners who want to 
shade their homes from low afternoon sun angles 
should plant trees with crowns that are lower to the 
ground on the west side of their homes.

Cool air before it reaches your home. Shrubs and 
groundcover plants can be planted to cool air before 
it reaches a home.

EVERGREEN TREES
Planting evergreens to block wind is known as 

“windbreaking,” which lowers the wind chill near a 
home. Wind also can be used to cool a home in sum-
mer. But these benefits can only be realized when 
evergreens are strategically planted.

Location, location, location: The DOE advises plant-
ing evergreen trees to the north and northwest of the 
home to stop wind. In addition, to get the most bang 
for your windbreaking buck, the distance between 
the home and windbreak should be two to five times 
the height of the mature tree.

Plant trees on either side of the house. Planting 
trees on either side of the house will direct cooling 
winds toward the home in the summer.

Shade trees can help homeowners reduce their 
energy bills, making them valuable and attractive 
additions to any landscape. SH202660

Tips when 

planting 

shade 

trees

Courtesy photo
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Support

Highway 160 West • Alamosa 
www.townandcountryalamosa.com

Colorado Welcome Center

610 State Ave. • Alamosa
www.alamosa.org

www.AlamosaStateBank.com

2225 Main St. • Alamosa • 589-2564
601 Main St. • Alamosa • 589-2564

By Supporting These

3416 Mariposa St. • Alamosa 

1
2
community events which financially 

3
4
5

6
7
8
9

2205 State Avenue • Alamosa
www.alamosanews.com

719-589-2553

208 Edgemont Blvd. • Alamosa
www.adams.edu

www.fswb.com  •  866-641-FSWB

Car Dealers

Agricultural Services

Education

Dining & Entertainment

Automotive

Dental

Custom Graphics

Monte Vista Co-Op

1311 West Ave. • Alamosa  • 719-589-3621

Haynie’s NAPA

2807 Adcock Blvd. • Alamosa • 719-589-0453

Jims Tires
711 ½ State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9690

Rio Grande Motor Parts
302 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-2501

Tim’s Paint & Body
517 San Juan Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9279

L&M Auto Parts & Salvage
8425 Rd. 8 S. • Alamosa • 719-589-9205

L&M Auto Sales
1002 West Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9027

Town & Country Auto Mall
Hwy 160 West • Alamosa • 719-587-1800

Sports Print Plus
518 La Veta Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-8471

O & V Printing
342 Santa Fe Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9228

Sweet Tooth Dental PC
216 Victoria St. • Alamosa • 719-937-2227

Cottonwood Dental
2405 Mullins Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-5272

El Super Taco
415 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2853

San Luis Valley Brewery
631 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-587-2337

Blessed Brews Coffee Shop
2431 Main St. Ste A • Alamosa • 719-206-3366

Nino’s - Del Sol
326 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-587-0101

Trinidad State Junior College
1011 Main St. • Alamosa • 1-800-621-TSJC

Bill Clark Truck Line, Inc.
311 6th St. • Alamosa • 719-589-6686

Airgas USA LLC
6685 US Hwy 160 West • Alamosa • 719-589-5810

Hogues Glass Inc.
6836 State Hwy. 17 • Alamosa • 719-589-4388

CIA Leavitt Insurance
100 Premium Way • Alamosa • 719-589-3611

State Farm Insurance — Jay Meyer
410 Ross Ave., Ste 1 • Alamosa • 719-589-2258

Dell’s Insurance Agency
510 Bell Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-3606

Jade Communications
129 Santa Fe Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-5140

Edward Jones – Rob Oringdulph
418 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-587-0091

Valley Lumber & Supply Co.
0981 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista • 719-852-2481

La Jara Pharmacy
412 Main St. • La Jara •719-274-5109

Century Property Management
823 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-5744

Porter Realty
503 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-5899

Colorado Realty & Land Co.
1424 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-0770

Alamosa Ace Hardware
157 Craft Dr. • Alamosa • 719-589-0123

Right Carpet & Interiors
3221 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-3661

Electrical Services
Valley Electric
6687 Malouff Rd. • Alamosa • 719-589-3957

Finance
Mountain River Credit Union
2437 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2544

Valley Educators Credit Union
910 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-6535

835 1st Ave. • Monte Vista
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587-1800 

Highway 160 West • Alamosa 
www.townandcountryalamosa.com

Colorado Welcome Center

610 State Ave. • Alamosa
www.alamosa.org

2225 Main St. • Alamosa • 589-2564
601 Main St. • Alamosa • 589-2564

ng These Businesses

3416 Mariposa St. • Alamosa 
589-25361 Shopping Local Creates Jobs: 

The jobs created allow spending 
in the local economy and helps 
create more jobs.

2 
Local independent 
businesses invest more in our 
community: They support 
local charities, schools and 

community events which financially 
impacts our community.

3 
Local businesses sell a wide 
range of great products at 
affordable prices and cater 
to the needs and wants of the 

community.

4 
Shopping Local saves you 
money and time! Travel 
expenses and personal time make 
the overall cost of items higher.

5 
Shopping Local retains 
our community: Without 
the support  in the local 
community, restaurants, shops 

and services are forced to close.

6 
Shopping Local retains 
our distinctiveness: Local 
businesses respond quicker 
to the needs of the customers 

and stock products to meet the core 
community’s needs.

7 
Shopping Local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally 
you help maintain Alamosa’s 

diversity, charm & appeal. Which 
in turn, attracts new community 
members.

8 
Shopping Local invests in 
community services and city 
economy. Your dollars spent 
in locally-owned businesses 

have three times the impact on your 
community as dollars spent outside of 
Alamosa. 

9 
Local shops value you more: 
Local businesses survive 
by their reputation & repeat 
business which means you get 

a higher standard of service.

2205 State Avenue • Alamosa
www.alamosanews.com

208 Edgemont Blvd. • Alamosa
www.adams.edu

www.fswb.com  •  866-641-FSWB

Pharmacy

Insurance

Retail

Real Estate

Internet & Satellite TV

Investments

Tile & Flooring

Glass

Gases & Welding Supplies

Freight

1311 West Ave. • Alamosa  • 719-589-3621

Lumber Yard

2807 Adcock Blvd. • Alamosa • 719-589-0453

Jims Tires
711 ½ State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9690

Rio Grande Motor Parts
302 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-2501

Tim’s Paint & Body
517 San Juan Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9279

L&M Auto Parts & Salvage
8425 Rd. 8 S. • Alamosa • 719-589-9205

L&M Auto Sales
1002 West Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9027

Town & Country Auto Mall
Hwy 160 West • Alamosa • 719-587-1800

Sports Print Plus
518 La Veta Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-8471

O & V Printing
342 Santa Fe Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-9228

Sweet Tooth Dental PC
216 Victoria St. • Alamosa • 719-937-2227

Cottonwood Dental
2405 Mullins Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-5272

El Super Taco
415 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2853

San Luis Valley Brewery
631 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-587-2337

Blessed Brews Coffee Shop
2431 Main St. Ste A • Alamosa • 719-206-3366

Nino’s - Del Sol
326 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-587-0101

Trinidad State Junior College
1011 Main St. • Alamosa • 1-800-621-TSJC

Bill Clark Truck Line, Inc.
311 6th St. • Alamosa • 719-589-6686

Airgas USA LLC
6685 US Hwy 160 West • Alamosa • 719-589-5810

Hogues Glass Inc.
6836 State Hwy. 17 • Alamosa • 719-589-4388

CIA Leavitt Insurance
100 Premium Way • Alamosa • 719-589-3611

State Farm Insurance — Jay Meyer
410 Ross Ave., Ste 1 • Alamosa • 719-589-2258

Dell’s Insurance Agency
510 Bell Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-3606

Jade Communications
129 Santa Fe Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-5140

Edward Jones – Rob Oringdulph
418 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-587-0091

Valley Lumber & Supply Co.
0981 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista • 719-852-2481

La Jara Pharmacy
412 Main St. • La Jara •719-274-5109

Century Property Management
823 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-5744

Porter Realty
503 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-5899

Colorado Realty & Land Co.
1424 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-0770

Alamosa Ace Hardware
157 Craft Dr. • Alamosa • 719-589-0123

Right Carpet & Interiors
3221 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-3661

Valley Electric
6687 Malouff Rd. • Alamosa • 719-589-3957

Mountain River Credit Union
2437 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2544

Valley Educators Credit Union
910 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-6535

835 1st Ave. • Monte Vista
852-3531
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San Luis Valley calendar of events
VALLEY — The Sagua-

che County Veteran Service 
Office is pleased to an-
nounce that homeless vet-
erans and other veterans in 
financial need can receive 
help thanks to a five-county 
grant administered by the 
Chaffee County Veteran 
Service Office. Contact Jim 
Sheeran at (719) 655-2680. 
Office hours are Wednes-
day and Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.             

MONTE VISTA – The 
San Luis Valley 4-H Ro-
botics is looking for used 
laptop donations to help 
with expansion of their 
youth robotics program. 
Donated laptops should 
run Microsoft Windows 
XP or later or Mac OS 10.6 
or later and have 1 GB of 
ram and at least a 1 GHz 
processor. Those interested 
in donating to support this 
program can call (719) 852-
7381 or drop laptops off at 
the SLV Area Extension 
office at 1899 E. Hwy 160 
in Monte Vista. 

ALAMOSA—Alamosa 
Elks Lodge 1297 hosts 
BINGO at 7 p.m. Thurs-
days in the lodge room. 
Food is available.

MONTE VISTA—Tri 
County Seniors, 311 Wash-
ington St. in Monte Vista, 
are hosting line dance 
classes every Tuesday 
evening from 7-8:30 p.m. 
for only $1 per class. New 
students are welcome. 
These are for all ages. 

ALAMOSA — La Puente 
Home is requesting hygiene 
kits to assist the less fortu-
nate of the San Luis Valley. 
Often, guests arrive at the 
homeless shelter without 
even the most basic of ne-
cessities. For this reason, 
La Puente provides kits full 
of hygiene products such 
as soap, shampoo, razors, 
shaving cream, toothbrush 
and paste, deodorant and 
a washcloth. At this time, 
La Puente is running very 
low on all hygiene supplies. 
Call (719) 589-5909 or stop 
by La Puente Home at 913 
State Ave., Alamosa.

CENTER — Veterans 
are welcome to learn about 
the range of benefits they 
have earned at the Center 
Public Health building on 
the third Thursday of the 
month from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. or call (719) 655-2680.

ANTONITO — The An-
tonito Senior Center is 
hosting Free Nutrition 
Classes as long as there is 
an interest.  They are held 
Tuesday evenings from 
5-6:30 p.m. at the Antonito 
Senior Center, 701 Main 
St., Antonito. Call Alicia 
Wagar at (719) 852-7382 
or (719) 376-2294.

ALAMOSA — Want to 
learn how to reduce stress, 
manage chronic pain, man-
age chronic illness and 
improve quality of life? Join 
“Let Go Of The Stress” ev-
ery Tuesday from 5:15-5:45 
p.m. in the Grizzly Educa-
tion Center Board Room at 
1919 Main St. in Alamosa. 
There is no cost. Call (719) 
589-8008.

VALLEY — The horses 
on Wild Horse Mesa are 
in need of hay. Spirit of 
the Wild Horse Founda-
tion feeds as many horses 
as possible to keep them 
on top of the mesa, off the 
highway and away from the 
ranches. Call Spirit of the 
Wild Horse (719) 206-2749, 
message number (575) 586-
0784, email at spirit.of.the.
wild.horse@gmail.com or 
address mail to P.O. Box 
100, Costilla, NM, 87524.

ALAMOSA — A Course 
in Miracles study group 
meets at 2 p.m. every Sun-
day at St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church Parish Hall, 607 
Fourth St., Alamosa. This 
is not a religion but is a 
self-study program of relin-
quishing a thought system 
based on fear and accepting 
a thought system based on 
forgiveness. Contact darr.
friend@gmail.com or (719) 
486-6326.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon 
Juanitos in Alamosa. Con-
tact Chris Quintana at 
chris.quintana@slvfed.com 

ALAMOSA — The Op-

timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restaurant 
in Alamosa the first and 
third Tuesdays at noon. 
Contact the club at ala-
mosaoptimistclub@ gmail.
com or President Dawn 
Melgares at (719) 580-0178. 
Visitors and new members 
are welcome.

MONTE VISTA — Al-
zheimer’s support group 
meets the second Thursday 
from 11 a.m. to noon at the 
Monte Vista Chamber of 
Commerce & Information 
Center, 947 First Ave. Call 
the helpline at 1-800-272-
3900 or (719) 372-5985.

ALAMOSA — American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Sit for 30 
minutes every Thursday 
at 5:30 p.m. at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church Parish 
Hall, 607 Fourth St., Ala-
mosa, for a slightly guided 
meditation promoting in-
ner peace and awareness. 
Contact 719-486-6326.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Public Library is carrying 
the online language-learn-
ing software by Mango 

Languages free of charge 
to patrons. Call Alamosa 
Public Library, 589-6592.

DEL NORTE — Free 
video workshops present-
ing a unique perspective on 
peace by world renowned 
speaker Prem Rawat are 
shared at Wildwood Sounds 
850 Grande Ave. Del Norte. 
Tuesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Call Sue at (720) 989-4747 
or visit tprf.org. 

ALAMOSA — Habitat 
Store is open Tuesday 
through Saturday 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. at 507 Main Street, Al-
amosa.  Habitat offers gen-
tly used building supplies 
and home furnishings for 
deeply discounted prices. 
All proceeds go into Habi-
tat’s building program. 
Habitat will be picking 
up the first Wednesday of 
every month in South Fork, 
Del Norte and Monte Vista 
and in the La Jara and 
Antonito area the second 
Wednesday of every month. 
To donate, call Rhonda at 
588-3689; for information 
call 589-8688; or check out 
www.slvhabitat.org 

VALLEY — Generous 
donations from the Valley 
community have helped to 
feed more than 1,000 cats 
and kittens in the San Luis 
Valley, both feral and pet 
owned cats whose owners 
have limited means. To 
donate cat food please call 

Donna Ditmore at 589-5952 
or 580-9078 or drop dona-
tions off at 3095 County 
Road 108 South, Alamosa. 
Ongoing donations are 
much appreciated.

ALAMOSA — Mindful 
Meditation for Medical 
Management is every Tues-
day, from 12:15-12:45 p.m. 
at the SLV Regional Medi-
cal Center Education and 
Conference Center at 1921 
Main St. Mindful medita-
tion helps with chronic 
pain, heart disease, dia-
betes, tinnitus, and other 
chronic medical conditions. 
Contact 589-8008.

ALAMOSA – SLV Health 
has teamed up with the Col-
orado Colorectal Screening 
Program to provide free 
(colon) screenings to the un-
derserved. Colon cancer is 
preventable, treatable, and 
beatable with early detec-
tion. Another grant-funded 
program through SLVRMC 
and the Women’s Well-
ness Connection (WWC) 
provides free breast and 
cervical cancer screenings 
and diagnostic services. 
Call SLVRMC Patient 
Navigator Theresa Curtis 
at 587-6319.

ALAMOSA — Cancer 
patients and survivors are 
invited to meetings of a 
cancer support group on 
the third Wednesday of 
every month from 12-1:30 

p.m. in the SLV Regional 
Medical Center Education 
and Conference Center at 
1921 Main Street in Ala-
mosa. Contact: SLVRMC 
Patient Navigator Theresa 
Curtis at 587-6319.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Order 
of The Eastern Star, meets 
on the first and third Mon-
days, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Alamosa Masonic Hall, 512 
San Juan Ave.  Call Sharon 
at 589-4320.

VALLEY — Parents, 
grandparents and mem-
bers of the community: Girl 
Scouts of Colorado invites 
you to become a men-
tor by volunteering with 
us. Please contact cheryl.
martinez@gscolorado.org 
or 588-3825.

VALLEY — Those who 
are expecting or already 
parents of multiples are 
invited Mothers of Twins 
Clubs, Inc. Call or text 
Christina Beiriger at 849-
1253.

VALLEY — Bountiful 
Baskets Food Co-op, a 
volunteer-run food coopera-
tive featuring fresh, high 
quality produce at whole-
sale pricing, is currently 
on a two-week rotation. 
Contribution is $18 for first 
time participants and $15 
for returning participants. 
Sites are currently at the 
High Valley Community 

Center in Del Norte, Marsh 
Elementary School in Mon-
te Vista and at the Gyllings’ 
property in La Jara. Visit 
www.BountifulBaskets.
org or call or email Vilate 
Thacker 719-659-9174, 
vilatekthacker@gmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Kiwan-
is meets every Thursday 
at 8 a.m. in South Fork. 
Contact: Karen Miller, 
719-873-5466 or email mk-
millermink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Amanda 
Wilkinson, 719-589-2564 or 
email amanda@alamosas-
tatebank.com

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

DEL NORTE —Every 
second Saturday of each 
month the Rio Grande 
Sportsman Club shooting 
range will be open from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cost will 
be $5 per person; children 
under 13 are free. Shoot-
ers must provide and wear 
their own hearing and eye 
protection. The range is 
located 1.3 miles west of 
the Regional Landfill turn-
off.  Turn south off US 160 
■ See CALENDAR on Page 13
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onto Rifle Range Road, at 
about mile marker 207.5. 
Please contact Dave Pote 
580-0738.

VALLEY — For those 
who would like to connect 
with other artists in the San 
Luis Valley, announce their 
work or are just interested 
in getting email announce-
ments about the arts in 
the Valley, the SLVArt-
sannouncements group is 
available for them. Email 
slvartsannouncements-
subscribe@yahoogroups.
com, or if for those who have 
a Yahoo account go to http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/
slvartsannouncements/ 

ALAMOSA — Alamo-
sa County Public Health 
Department encourages 
young adults to seek reli-
able information about 
pregnancy, birth control 
and sexually transmitted 
infections at www.Before-
play.org.  Beforeplay.org is 
a website that encourages 
young adults to take re-
sponsibility for their sexual 
health by having conversa-
tions with their partners, 
friends, family members 
and medical providers. Call 
Alamosa County Public 
Health Department at 
589-6639.

ALAMOSA — The City 
of Alamosa has vacancies 
on some of its advisory 
boards. Applicants must 
be city residents, verified 
through voter registration. 
For more information and 
application forms, go to 
www.cityofalamosa.org 
or call the Alamosa City 
Clerk’s office at 589-2593 
ext. 8.

CREEDE —The Ladies 
Auxiliary of the VFW in 
Creede is seeking donations 
of cell phones, computers 
and other electronics. The 
items will be recycled, and 
proceeds will be donated to 
veterans’ projects includ-
ing Homelake and VFW 
sponsored organizations. 
Contact Betsy Strawn at 
580-5983.

MONTE VISTA —The 
Monte Vista Historical 
Society has commemora-
tive playing cards for sale, 
depicting various buildings 
and events in Monte Vista’s 
history, available at the MV 
Coop, MV City Hall, and the 
MV Information Center for 
$10 per deck.  

ALAMOSA— School 
groups, birthday parties, 
scout troops, or clubs are 
welcome for a day of chal-
lenge and fun at the Adams 
State College Adventure 
Program Indoor Rock-
Climbing Wall. Groups of 
six or more can reserve the 
wall for private climbing 
experiences. Contact Levi 
Wilner at 587-7813, or 
leviwilner@adams.edu or 
visit asap.adams.edu

ALAMOSA — Colorado 
State Patrol Office offers a 
Car Seat Fitting Station at 
the Colorado State Patrol 
Office, 3110 First Street in 
Alamosa, on the first and 
third Friday of each month 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. or 
by appointment, 589-2503. 
Nationally certified Child 
Passenger Safety Techni-
cians will inspect, install or 
replace car seats. Up to 90 
percent of all car seats are 
installed INCORRECTLY. 
If a car seat is replaced, 
a cash donation will be 
requested.

ALAMOSA —The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in Alamosa. 
For more info call Vicki 
Jones at 852-3123.

MONTE VISTA — Do 
you have a talent or hobby 
you enjoy sharing with 
others? Why not consider 
teaching a Community 
Education Class through 
the Byron Syring DELTA 
Center. Instructors typi-
cally charge fees to offset 
their costs. Call Jenny at 
852-2212.

VALLEY — Habitat 
for Humanity works with 
volunteers and applicants 
to build simple, affordable 
homes. Call 589-8678. 

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley Housing Co-
alition offers affordable 
low interest loans to make 

CALENDAR
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home repairs with funding 
available on first come, first 
served basis. Call 587-9807 
or pick up an application at 
529 Main St. #6, Alamosa.

VALLEY — If you or 
someone you know is or has 
been a victim of domestic 
violence, contact Tu Casa’s 
24-hour hotline at 589-2465 
or visit their website www.
sluvtucase.net.

MONTE VISTA — The 
Monte Vista Food Bank 
needs several items to 
help assist those in need 
in the San Luis Valley 
including lotions, towels, 
coffee, boxed goods, jelly, 
sandwich bread, feminine 
hygiene products, and 
shaving cream. Please 
deliver donations to the 
Monte Vista Food Bank on 
Tuesday or Friday from 2- 4 
p.m. or call Sarah Elsey at 
587-3499. 

ALAMOSA — Biggles’ 
Battle Mountain Animal 
Shelter and Sanctuary is 
in need of blankets, towels, 
Igloo doghouses and dog 
and cat food and financial 
donations. The shelter is a 
“no-kill” shelter. Donations 
may be left at/mailed to 76 
El Rio in Alamosa. For more 
information call the SLV 
Animal Welfare Society at 
(719) 587-WOOF (9663.)

VALLEY — Residents of 
the SLV now have access 
to low cost HIV screening 
and testing through grant 
funding. The cost of the test 
is $5 each, though no one 
will be denied services if 
unable to pay. Please con-
tact Planned Parenthood 
of the Rocky Mountains in 
Alamosa at 589-4906 for 
confidential information 
and appointment times.

ALAMOSA— La Leche 
League of the San Luis Val-
ley holds its monthly meet-
ings on the fourth Saturday 
of each month at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 Main 
St in Alamosa. Pregnant 
and nursing women are 
welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA — A support 
group for neurological 
diseases meets from 4-5 
p.m. the first Wednesday 
of every month at the old 
restaurant part of the Griz-
zly Inn in Alamosa. Both 
patients and caregivers are 
welcome.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
County Public Health is 
offering vaccine against 
cervical cancer.  Girls 9 to 
18 years of age qualify for 
this vaccine and are invited 
to special HPV clinics on 
Tuesday afternoons. Call 
589-6639.

ALAMOSA — Adams 
State College Community 
Partnerships offers a re-
cycling option for plastic 
caps. Bring them to the 
Community Partnerships 
Center, corner of Hwy 160 
and Edgemont on the Ad-
ams State campus (former 
art building) from 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m., Monday-Friday. Call 
587-8227.

ALAMOSA — Partner 
with Habitat for Humanity 
and drop off empty, bagged 
cans at one of the following 
official recycling locations.

Alamosa: City Market, 
Safeway and Villa Mall 
parking lots

Monte Vista: Jack’s Mar-
ket & Safeway

La Jara: Jack’s Market
Del Norte: Jack’s Market
Antonito: Main and Third
Manassa: Donald’s Ser-

vice on Main Street
Center: South Broadway 

and East Fifth
Contact 589-8678 for 

more information about 
hosting a bin at homes, 
businesses, or events. 

MONTE VISTA — The 
Monte Vista Band Par-
ents’ Association would 
like to help efforts to re-
cycle and earn cash at the 
same time. Recycle empty 
inkjet cartridges, empty 
laser cartridges, used cell 
phones, digital cameras, 
laptops, iPods, PDAs/Palm 
Pilots, video games, and 
video game consoles. This 
is a year-round fund-raiser. 
Drop off items at Southern 
Colorado Computer Ser-
vices, 157 Adams Street, 
Monte Vista or call Myrna 
at 852-2209.
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M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Fifth Grade Teacher 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  The person in this 
position will teach both 
Science and Language 
Arts.  A complete list of 
desired qualifications and 
experience is posted on 
the district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/em-
ployment-opportunities.
html.  Monte Vista School 
District offers a competi-
tive salary and an excellent 
benefit package including 
employee health, dental, 
vision, and life cover-
age.  Applications may be 
submitted to the District 
Office, 345 E. Prospect 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144, by March 23, 2020, 
or until the position is 
filled.  Applications may 
be downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996. (3/12)

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications for 
(1) full time Manassa and 
La Jara Elementary music 
teacher for the 2020-21 
school year.  Applicants 
must hold a current Colo-
rado Teaching License or 
be able to obtain proper 
endorsement.  NCSD of-
fers a competitive sal-
ary, great discipline and 
environment for staff 
and students, and up to 
$915 monthly towards 
health insurance.  Ap-
plications are available at 
the Administration office, 
17890 US Hwy 285, La 
Jara, CO 81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Ap-
plication deadline is until 
position is filled. Submit 
application to Mr. Curt 
Wilson, Superintendent. 
EOE(3/4)

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year: English Teacher 
(AHS) Must possess or be 
able to obtain a Colorado 
Teachers License Applica-
tions are available online 
at https://alamosa.k12.
co.us. For more informa-
tion, contact Mindi Van 
Ry at 719-587-1600. Ap-
plication deadline is until 
filled. EOE (3/3)
CONEJOS COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT of So-
cial Services is seeking 
a Case Manager (CM). 
Responsibilities include: 
Determines eligibility for 
Food Stamps, Adult pro-
grams, Temporary Aid to 
Needy Families (TANF), 
and Medicaid. Ability to 
apply critical thinking to 
a wide range of situations.  
Must have strong com-
puter and interviewing 
skills.  A broad knowl-
edge of community ser-
vices a plus.  High School 
Diploma or equivalent 
required, two years of edu-
cation and customer ser-
vice experience preferred. 
County Application Form 
Required.  Applications 
are available at Conejos 
County Administration 
Office 6683 County Rd. 
13, Conejos, CO 81129, or 
via email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadl ine is Tuesday, 
March 3, 2019.  Inquiries 
call 719-376-6799 EEOE 
20. (3/3)

THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accepting 
applications for Substi-
tutes for Pre-School and 
Toddler Classrooms for 
the remaining 2019-2020 
School Year.  Qualifica-
tions: Must be at least 18 
years of age with a high 
school diploma or equiva-
lent, or, such alternative 
to the above qualifications 
as the Board of Education 
may find appropriate and 
acceptable. All candidates 
must be able to pass back-
ground checks.  Current 
or former Head Start or 
Early Head Start parents 
encouraged to apply. For 
information and appli-
cation materials please 
call (719) 754-3442 or 
visit the District’s website 
at www.center.k12.co.us 
and click on the Employ-
ment Opportunities and 
“Non-Certified Staff Ap-
plication”.  Application 
Deadline:  Until Position 
is Filled.  EOE.(2/29 #1)

DEL NORT E ELE -
MENTARY School is 
seeking an energetic, car-
ing candidate to serve as a 
PARA-EDUCATOR.  Ap-
plicants must have a high 
school diploma.  Please 
submit your application to 
Amy Duda, DNES Princi-
pal at 950 French Street, 
Del Norte, CO 81132; 
aduda@urtigers.co; or call 
719-657-4030.  The posi-
tion will be opened until 
filled.  Please pick up an 
application at the District 
Office or on-line at dncsd.
org.(2/27)
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THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accepting 
applications for Antici-
pated Elementary Teacher 
for the 2020-2021 School 
Year.  Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License or, such 
alternative to the above 
qualifications as the Board 
of Education may find 
appropriate and accept-
able.  For information 
and application materials 
please call (719) 754-3442 
or visit the District’s web-
site at www.center.k12.
co.us and click on the 
Employment Opportuni-
ties and “Certified Staff 
Application”.  Application 
Deadline:  Until Position 
is Filled.  EOE.(2/29#3)

KRISTI MOUNTAIN 
SPORTS is now seeking 
sales associates to join our 
team.  Please apply online 
at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/KMSAPPLY (2/29)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Middle School Track 
Coach (2019-2020 school 
year), a Middle School 
Volleyball Coach (2020-
2021 school year), a Mid-
dle School Football Coach 
(2020-2021 school year), 
and a Middle School Boys 
Basketball Coach (2020-
2021 school year).  Appli-
cations may be submitted 
to the District Office, 345 
E. Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144.  Each 
position will be open until 
the position is filled.  Ap-
plications may be down-
loaded from the district 
website http://ww2.monte.
k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html or call 
719-852-5996. (3/11)

RIVER VALLEY INN is 
seeking a Transportation 
Aide / CNA Must have a 
current Colorado drivers 
license with a clean driv-
ing record, 25years of age, 
dependable will float on 
the floor as needed inter-
views will be conducted 
with the Director of Nurs-
ing and Administrator. 
please stop in @ 1335 
6th st for an application. 
(2/29)

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications for 
(1) full time custodian of-
fering a competitive bene-
fit package with up to $915 
towards health insurance.  
Applications are available 
at the Administration Of-
fice, 17890 US Hwy 285, 
La Jara, CO  81140 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com. Please 
call 719-274-5174 with 
questions. Application 
deadline is until posi-
tions are filled. Submit 
application to Mr. Curt 
Wilson, Superintendent. 
EOE (2/28)

MONTE VISTA AREA 
Ditch Companies seek-
ing a ditch rider, expe-
rience preferred. Must 
have a valid CDL, reliable 
transportation, welding 
capabilities, able to run 
and maintain heavy equip-
ment. Salary based on 
experience. Send resume 
to 147 Washington St., 
Monte Vista, CO 81144.
(3/10)

R IO GR AN DE INN  
Nursing Home is now 
h i r ing Cook / Diet a r y 
A i d e , R N ,  L P N  a n d 
CNA’s Come join our 
TEAM! Must have a Li-
cense for Nursing and 
CPR Please stop in for 
an application 39 Calle 
Miller La Jara, CO or 
call 719-274-3311 Ask for 
Charlotte or Denise. (3/6)

THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Local Foods Coalition is 
excited to announce it is 
hiring for the Rio Grande 
Farm Park Farm Manager 
Position. Job description 
available at www.slvlocal-
foods.org. Please submit 
Resume and Cover Letter 
to opportunity.slvlocal-
foods@gmail.com  Open 
until filled. Questions call 
719-937-2319.(3/5)

NIGHT STAFF NEED-
ED at La Puente Home.  
Need Mature, dynamic, 
compassionate person, 
able to deal with all types 
of people.  Must be able to 
work weekend and grave-
yard shifts. (21+). Bilin-
gual preferred.  Looking 
for the unique applicant 
who will be a part of an 
awesome team of indi-
viduals helping others. 
Join our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of helping others.  Send 
resume to: hr@lapuente.
net (3/5)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley Cou-
rier. Contact Keith at 589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 907-19

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 2, 2019, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the 
Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Angela M. Lucero and Joaquin Lucero
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee for 
Homecomings Financial Network Inc., its successors and assigns
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
US Bank Trust National Association as Trustee of Cabana Series III 
Trust
Date of Deed of Trust
May 04, 2006
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
May 10, 2006
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
326343 
Original Principal Amount
$306,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$310,687.22
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
Lot 26, Block 6, the Cottonwoods Subdivision, the plat of which was 
filed July 20, 1978 under Reception No. 198640, County of Alamosa, 
State of Colorado

**This loan has been modified by a Modification Agreement dated 
Sept. 26, 2018.
Also known by street and number as: 700 Cottonwood Circle, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/01/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/5/2020
Last Publication 3/4/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/02/2019
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Toni M. Owan #30580
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C. 355 Union Blvd., Ste 250,  Lakewood, 
CO 80228 (303) 274-0155
Attorney File # 81015-BSI
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1283
Published in the Valley Courier on February 05, 12, 19, 26, and March 
04, 2020.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 908-19

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 11, 2019, the undersigned Public Trustee caused 
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
F. Ray Heck AND Maxine H. Heck
Original Beneficiary(ies)
FINANCIAL FREEDOM SENIOR FUNDING CORPORATION, A 
SUBSIDIARY OF INDYMAC BANK, F.S.B.
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
SEATTLE BANK
Date of Deed of Trust
December 29, 2005
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
January 18, 2006
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
324928 
Original Principal Amount
$192,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$134,536.43
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOT 12, BLOCK 1, CARROLL SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF ALA-
MOSA, ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 708 Berkeley Avenue, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/08/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/12/2020
Last Publication 3/11/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/11/2019
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9800 S. Meridian Blvd., Suite 400,  Engle-
wood, CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 19-022985
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1302
Published in the Valley Courier on Febuary12, 19, 26, March 04, and 
11, 2020

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 909-19

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 12, 2019, the undersigned Public Trustee caused 
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Teoxiuitl G Greer
Original Beneficiary(ies)
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association
Date of Deed of Trust
September 04, 2008
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
September 05, 2008
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
336150 
Original Principal Amount
$64,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$45,766.53
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
THE WEST 110 FEET OF LOT 1, BLOCK 95, COLT’S SUBDIVISION 
TO THE CITY OF ALAMOSA, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE OF 
COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 1002 State Avenue, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/15/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/19/2020
Last Publication 3/18/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/12/2019
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP 7700 E. Arapahoe Road, Suite 230,  Cen-
tennial, CO 80112 (877) 369-6122
Attorney File # CO-19-874278-LL
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1305
Published in the Valley Courier on February 19, 26, March 04, 11, 
and 18, 2020

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 910-19

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 17, 2019, the undersigned Public Trustee caused 
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Mary C. Trujillo
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Modern Exteriors
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
CTF Asset Management, LLC
Date of Deed of Trust
October 13, 1999
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
November 10, 1999
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
295489 
Original Principal Amount
$20,124.50
Outstanding Principal Balance
$13,602.92
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
SITUATED IN ALAMOSA COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO; LOT 
17, BLOCK 10, REPLAT OF BLOCKS 10 AND 11, CARROLLS 
SUBDIVISION-ADDITION NO. 1, COUNTY OF ALAMOSA, STATE 
OF COLORADO
Also known by street and number as: 708 Graf Drive, Alamosa, CO 
81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/15/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/19/2020
Last Publication 3/18/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/17/2019
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Arant Law, LLC 11020 S. Pikes Peak Dr., Suite 220,  Parker, CO 
80138 (720) 541-7903
Attorney File # 15256
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1306
Published in the Valley Courier on February 19, 26, March 04, 11, 
and 18, 2020

Request For Bids
Alamosa Public Schools is seeking bids from qualified Asbestos 
Abatement Contractors for Asbestos Abatement at Ortega Middle 
School located at, 401 Victoria Street in Alamosa, Colorado.
The following is a list of the work required but not limited to:
1) Asbestos Abatement of 7 rooms
2) Ceiling tiles, floor tiles and transite panels
3) Work must start May 26, 2020
4) Estimate of time required to complete work required
5) Coordinate with District Environmental Engineer 
6) Contractor required to provide State Permit  
7) Contractor to provide restroom facilities 
8) Electrical and water will be available at NO cost to contractor
9) Written minimum 2 year warranty for all work. 
10) Worker Compensation Certificate required (All certificates re-
quired before work starts)
11) Minimum $1,000,000 Liability, vehicle coverage required with 
school district endorsement
12) Successful contractor must submit Back ground checks for all 
ON-SITE employees
All interested contactors must attend the MANDATORY pre-bid meet-
ing to be held at the District Administration Office located at 209 Vic-
toria Street on Monday, March 2, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  Alamosa Public 
Schools reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and accord-
ing to BOE policies is not required to accept the lowest bid. 
The deadline for sealed bids will be Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 
4:00 p.m. and must be addressed to Alamosa School District, Ortega 
Middle School Asbestos Abatement, 209 Victoria Street, Alamosa, 
Colorado 81101. No late bids will be accepted or opened. Questions 
can be directed to Charlie Jackson, Director of Maintenance at (719)-
588-2093.
NO. 1314
Published in the Valley Courier on February 22, 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
and 2020

Request For Bids
Alamosa Public Schools is seeking bids from qualified Concrete Con-
tractors for pouring Concrete Slabs at the Alamosa K-2 Elementary 
School located at 1707 West 10th Street, in Alamosa, Colorado.
The following is a list of the work required but not limited to:
1) Removal and stock piling of landscape rock and boulders
2) Removal of sod, trees, shrubs and misc. plants is required 
3) Compact sub grade for new concrete
4) Provide material and labor for approx. 3,050 sq. ft. of concrete 
slab work
5) Concrete to be 4500 psi with wire and fiber mesh and air
6) Control joints are to be included
7) Broom finished with curing compound
8)  Protection of  existing concrete is required
9) Colored concrete is part of this project
10) Contractor to provide restroom facilities 
11) Electrical and water will be available at NO cost to contractor
12) Written minimum 2 year warranty for all work. 
13) Worker Compensation Certificate required (All certificates re-
quired before work starts)
14) Minimum $1,000,000 Liability, vehicle coverage required with 
school district endorsement
15) Successful contractor must submit Back ground checks for all 
ON-SITE employees
16) All interested contactors must attend the MANDATORY pre-bid 
meeting to be held at the District Administration Office located at 209 
Victoria Street on Friday, February 28, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  Alamosa 
Public Schools reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and 
according to BOE policies is not required to accept the lowest bid. 
The deadline for sealed bids will be Friday, March 6, 2020 at 4:00 
p.m. and must be addressed to Alamosa School District, Alamosa 
K-2 Elementary School Concrete Bid, 209 Victoria Street, Alamosa, 
Colorado 81101. No late bids will be accepted or opened. Questions 
can be directed to Charlie Jackson, Director of Maintenance at (719)-
588-2093.
NO. 1316
Published in the Valley Courier on February 22, 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
2020

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 911-19

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On December 24, 2019, the undersigned Public Trustee caused 
the Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
JERRY A. MEDINA AND SUSANA MEDINA
Original Beneficiary(ies)
DECISION ONE MORTGAGE COMPANY, LLC
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT 
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR BLUEWATER INVESTMENT TRUST 
2018-1
Date of Deed of Trust
December 20, 2000
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
December 28, 2000
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
300259 
Original Principal Amount
$64,400.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$42,055.88
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOT 8, BLOCK 22, GODFREY AND BOYD’S FIRST ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF ALAMOSA, ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 315 EAST THIRD STREET, 
ALAMOSA, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 04/22/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 2/26/2020
Last Publication 3/25/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 12/24/2019
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Barrett Frappier & Weisserman, LLP 1199 Bannock Street,  Denver, 
CO 80204 (303) 350-3711
Attorney File # 8709602
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
NO. 1319
Published in the Valley Courier February 26, March 04, 11, 18, and 
25, 2020

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GR A N D OPEN I NG 
DEL Norte Community 
Acupuncture Clinic Ev-
ery Thursday 3:00pm to 
6:00pm $30.00 For Flue 
Prevention, Pain, Diges-
tive issues and Trigger 
Point Therapy (Dry Nee-
dling). For Appointment 
call Jim Fox L.Ac 360-
821-9006, 99 6th St., Del 
Norte CO. (3/11)

2 0 2 0  C O L O R A D O 
CAUCUSES will be held 
on Saturday, March 7, 
2020 @ 2:00PM.  Doors 
open at 1:00 Meeting 
Room 128 Alamosa Fam-
ily Recreation Center  
for all Alamosa County 
Precincts Questions  ad-
min@alamosademocrats.
org  Info www.alamo-
sademocrats.org Ron 
Brink Chair  Alamosa 
County Dems 719-480-
3265. (3/7)

BIDS REQUESTED 
FOR Residential Light 
Installation A total of 
23 ceiling light mounts 
and elect r ica l power 
to be installed in eight 
apartments. Must be a 
licensed electrician and 
possess proof of Work 
Mans Comp and Liabil-
ity Insurance. Bids must 
be submitted by noon 
March 10th, 2020. Please 
contact Saguache County 
Housing Authority, 719-
849-0356 (3/5)

N O T I C E  O F  R E -
QUEST FOR BIDS The 
East Alamosa Water and 
Sanitation District is ac-
cepting bids for a lease on 
an 80-acre parcel of farm 
ground located on Road 
12 South, Alamosa, CO, 
along with 2 shares of 
Common Wealth Water. 
If a multi-year lease is 
proposed, please state 
proposed terms of lease. 
Bids should be a mini-
mum of $5,000 per year 
together with payment 
of water assessments.  
Sealed bids will be ac-
cepted until 4:00 p.m. 
on March 9, 2020.  Bids 
can be mailed to P.O. 
Box 1092 ,  A lamosa , 
CO 81101 or hand de-
livered to 10 Costilla 
Blvd. Alamosa, CO.  Bids 
will be opened at the 
Board’s regular meeting 
on March 12, at 6:00 
p.m. at 10 Costilla Blvd. 
The District reserves the 
right to reject any and all 
bids.(2/29)

112 - BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(3/5)

221
HELP WANTED

GIVEN THAT THE 
present attorney for the 
Town of La Jara has an-
nounced his intent to retire 
effective April 1, 2020, 
the town is accepting ap-
plications from attorneys 
who might be interested 
in accepting this position. 
This is not a full-time 
position. The success-
ful applicant must be a 
graduate of an accredited 
law school and in good 
standing with the Colo-
rado Supreme Court with 
no prior grievances to the 
Disciplinary Committee. 
The successful applicant 
will be expected to attend 
in person all regular and 
special meetings of the 
Board of Trustees. Com-
pensation is negotiable by 
mutual agreement. Please 
submit Letter of Intent 
together with supporting 
documentation to include 
a resume, personal infor-
mation, past experience, 
if any, in municipal gov-
ernment and not less than 
three references. Please 
submit application by no 
later than March 20, 2020, 
to the Town Clerk, 719-
274-5363, PO Box 273, 
La Jara, CO 81140. (3/12)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL Dist r ict  is 
seeking dynamic, people 
oriented candidates for the 
position of Monte Vista 
Middle School Principal. 
Start date will be August 
1, 2020, with a competitive 
salary based on experi-
ence, plus an attractive 
benefit package.  Inter-
ested individuals should 
submit application mate-
rials electronically in pdf 
format to mary@monte.
k12.co.us by March 26, 
2020.  A full description 
of desired qualifications 
and experience may be 
viewed on the district web-
site https://ww2.monte.
k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html.  Ap-
plications are available to 
download on the district 
web site or call (719)852-
5996. (3/24)

THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accepting 
applications for Elemen-
tary Teacher Assistant for 
the remaining 2019-2020 
School Year.  Qualifica-
tions: Highly Qualified ac-
cording to NCLB or, such 
alternative to the above 
qualifications as the Board 
of Education may find ap-
propriate and acceptable.  
For information and ap-
plication materials please 
call (719) 754-3442 or 
visit the District’s website 
at www.center.k12.co.us 
and click on the Employ-
ment Opportunities and 
“Non-Certified Staff Ap-
plication”.  Application 
Deadline:  Until Position 
is Filled.  EOE.(2/29 #2)



221
HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR FULL-
TIME employee to help 
farm. Welding experience 
and driving farm equip-
ment call 719-850-2137.
(3/10)

SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a Cur-
rent Secondary English 
Teacher position.  Please 
visit our website for ad-
ditional information and 
application:   www.sar-
gent.k12.co.us or call 719 
852-4023.  Applications 
accepted until position 
filled. EOE (2/27) 
THE CITY OF Monte 
Vista is seeking a Chief of 
Police. Candidates should 
possess demonstrated 
leadership skills, high 
integrity, demonstrated 
success in problem-solv-
ing policing methods, the 
development and imple-
mentation of police bud-
gets, data-driven deploy-
ment methodologies and 
department-level financial 
management.  Minimum 
requirements: Bachelors’ 
degree in police or crimi-
nal justice, public admin-
istration, law enforcement 
or a directly related field.  
A Masters’ degree and /or 
leadership training such 
as: FBI National Academy, 
Northwestern University 
School of Police Staff and 
Command or equivalent 
preferred. Colorado POST 
certification, or the dem-
onstrated ability to obtain 
Colorado certification, 
is required.   Candidates 
must have been a peace of-
ficer for a minimum of 10 
years, including 6 years of 
police supervisory/leader-
ship experience at the rank 
of sergeant or higher. The 
position has a competitive 
salary and excellent ben-
efit package.   The general 
hiring minimum salary is 
$82,000.  Salary at ap-
pointment is dependent 
on qualifications. To be 
considered for this posi-
tion you must complete 
a City of Monte Vista 
employment application 
at www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov.  Please sub-
mit your completed job 
application  (resume op-
tional) and a cover letter 
to the Human Resources 
office, 95 W. 1st Ave., 
Monte Vista, CO 81144 
or e-mail your application 
to hrmanager@ci.monte-
vista.co.us.  All applica-
tions must be received not 
later than Monday, March 
16, 2020.(3/14)

221
HELP WANTED

WORKING TOGETH-
ER FAMILY Advocate 
– The Adelante Family 
Services Program is hir-
ing a grant funded case 
manager to provide out-
reach, assessment, and 
financial literacy to WT 
families living in Alamo-
sa, Costilla and Saguache 
counties.  The cm will 
coordinate educational 
and vocational goals for 
families and monitor their 
progress, including home 
visits.  CM will work as 
part of a team to help al-
leviate barriers to family 
success.  Requirements: 
4 year college degree or 
equivalent work experi-
ence, prefer prior case 
manager experience, abil-
ity to work with diverse 
populations, driver’s li-
cense.  Bi-lingual pre-
ferred. Send cover letter, 
resume and references to: 
hr@lapuente.net.  719-
589-5909. www.lapuente.
net (3/5)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL Dist r ict  is 
accepting applications 
for  a  HS Gi r l s  Gol f 
Coach.   Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, until 
the position is filled.  Ap-
plications may be down-
loaded from the district 
website  http://ww2.mon-
te.k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html  or call 
719-852-5996.(3/5)

THE CITY OF Alamosa 
is seeking a Full-time 
Maintenance Worker I for 
the Streets Department 
with a starting salary of 
$14.42 - $15.86 per hour 
DOQ. For more informa-
tion and to apply visit 
www.cityofalamosa.org 
or City Hall at 300 Hunt 
Avenue. Protected by the 
EOE law. Closing date 
February 24, 2020 at 4:30 
pm.(2/27)

THE ALAMOSA PO-
LICE Depa r tment  is 
seeking a FT Police Of-
ficer, $19.86 per hour to 
join the Alamosa Police 
Department. Some du-
ties include, protecting 
the lives, health, welfare, 
and property of individu-
als within the city limits 
by enforcing municipal, 
state, and federal statutes, 
ordinances, and laws. For 
a full job description and 
to apply please visit the 
cityofalamosa.org. Open 
until filled. (3/3 #1)

221
HELP WANTED

OFFICE ADMINIS-
TRATOR, FULL-TIME 
The Rio Grande Headwa-
ters Land Trust is hiring a 
full-time Office Admin-
istrator to work in our Del 
Norte office. Find the job 
announcement at http://
www.riograndelandtrust.
org /job-oppor tunit ies 
or email Joelle Marier 
at joellem@riogrande-
landtrust.org for more 
information.(2/27)

EXPERIENCED DEN-
TAL HYGIENIST want-
ed.  Established practice in 
Alamosa, full time or part 
time.  Must have active 
license.  Send resume to 
PO Box 1841 Alamosa, 
CO 81101.(1/15-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM TARPED 
AND shedded grass hay 
3x3 Bales 750 lbs. near 
Monte, CO. 719-588-
8506. Discounts for larger 
amounts.(2/25)

PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $7.00 in hay shed 
(719) 580-2509. (03/18)

HORSE AND COW hay: 
grass, grass/alfalfa, alfal-
fa. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, vari-
ous quality and pricing. 
719-850-8917 (7-13-TFN)

345
WOOD

W E  H AV E  F I R E -
WOOD! Allpine lumber 
719-274-4381(3/18)

WOOD FOR SALE! 
$145.00 a cord. Call 719-
588-1183.(2/7 TFN)

351
LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE IS head of 
2-3 Year old Limousin 
bred Heifers. Start calving 
3/1/2020. Eddie Orth 719-
852-3069. (2/28)

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

JOHN DEER RIDING 
mower, Stock Tank, 4 
Wagon Wheels, Antique 
Buggy, King Bed with 
Simons matters, 2 cords of 
fire wood. 719-588-1422. 
(2/29)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro 
8000R Series #817508 
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable. 
Remote switch, roller 
fairlead. 719-852-2285 
(10/22-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

BOR DER COLLI E 
P U P P I E S  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0 
have first shots and de-
wormed. One male two 
females cal l719-588-
2974. (3/3)

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VA LLEY HUMA N E 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)

O OP S!  G OT PU P-
PIES who need a home? 
San Luis Valley Ani-
mal Welfare Society is a 
nonprofit animal rescue 
dedicated to stopping 
the euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Having 
pets altered is the num-
ber one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies con-
tact us. We will take the 
puppies into our rescue 
and spay the mama dog 
for free after the puppies 
are weaned. If needed 
we will also provide dog 
food & gas money to get 
the dogs to us to help in 
this situation. Spay/neu-
ter is one of the greatest 
gifts you can provide 
your pet, your family 
and your community. 
We have found good re-
sponsible homes for over 
8,000 animals. Contact 
719-587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

N E E D CAT S F O R 
mousers? Want to adopt 
kittens? Help trap/neu-
ter/release efforts? Do-
nate food/litter/supplies? 
Low cost spay/neuter 
clinic for cats. http://
www.catsaliveslv.com 
719-298-7028. (TFN)

F R E E  T O  G O O D 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BARN CATS. Spay/
neuter clinics coming to 
Alamosa in near future. 
Call Donna K 719-589-
5952 or 719-580-9078. 
(TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 2 or 
3 bedroom mobile home 
1981 or higher for $15,000 
or under. Cal l or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

FOR LEASE: 126 acres 
under pivot for hemp, near 
Moffat, CO. Please Call 
(719) 942-3286 or email kck-
ennedy163@gmail.com(3/3)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

2 HOMES/ 5.25 Acres, 
Trees! 3 wel ls!  Ext ra 
electric system, Corrals. 
$184,000.00 970-640-
9562(3/20)

2 TO 3 Bedroom, one bath, 
double care garage, single 
care garage on just under 
an acre. Half-mile outside 
of Alamosa $125,000. Call 
719-580-2935.(2/26)

1 BEDROOM GARAGE 
carport fenced front and 
back yard, and workshop. 
$600/Mo. 719-580-6055.
(3/11)

420 - LOTS & 
ACREAGE

25 ACRES AT Sangre de 
Cristo Ranches, with Elec. 
200’ water well, Sangre de 
Cristo creek runs through it. 
80 acres 2 ½ miles west of 
San Acacio call Al Lopez 
719-588-2930 / 719-843-
0930.(2/25)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

RENT 1 BEDROOM stu-
dio Alamosa some utilities 
included 800-641-3750 / 
719-480-3932 (3/19)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

RO OM FOR R EN T 
next to TSJC all utilities 
included 719-580-4689.
(2/29)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

AFFORDABLE 1 BED-
ROOM apartment for rent 
in Alamosa and a studio 
apartment for rent in Mon-
te Vista. Call (719)850-
2069. (2/27)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

O N E  B E D R O O M 
HOUSE fenced ya rd 
ideal for couple or single 
person. Deposit and 1st 
months rent required. Call 
719-248-3634.(3/4)

2 BEDROOM/ 1 bath-
room 3 miles east of Ala-
mosa passive solar. Closed 
carport- gas and elect incl. 
$950/Mo $800 deposit 
719-580-1446. (2/25)

3 BEDROOM 1 Bath-
room propane and wood 
heat fenced yard room for 
livestock. 970-640-9562.
(3/20)

717
WATER SHARES

AUGMENTATION WA-
TER SHARE of Middle-
mist water for sale 719-
588-3224. (2/28)

You’ll find it all in the ...
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To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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Classifieds

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: I am a 
57-year-old married man. I 
share a house with my wife 
and daughter. After dinner 
last month, my wife and I had 
a big fight. I can’t believe the 
things we said. In 30 years, it 
has never gone that far. 

 I left the house and went 
to a bar. A slightly older man 
sat down next to me, and we 
talked for a long time, about 
the Beatles, hockey, science, 
evolution and the universe. 
Conversation just flowed.

 I decided to tell him about 
the fight with my wife. He told 
me he lived in the building and 
had a vintage vinyl collection. 
If I wanted, we could go up 
and listen to some records. I 
said yes. We had a few drinks, 
listened to some great music 
and talked some more. He was 
so smart and so cool. 

 Then I caught myself look-
ing at him with more than just 
admiration for his intellect, 
if you know what I mean. 
It scared me. I didn’t know 
what to do, so I apologized and 
excused myself, hastily and 
rudely, I’m sure. 

 I don’t know if he had any 
intentions other than listen-
ing to old records. He didn’t 
say, and I didn’t stick around 
long enough to find out. But I 
remember that feeling. All day 
long I remember it.

 My wife and I have made 
up. We both regret the fight. 
But, Abby, I think about him 
every day. I’ve considered going 
back and knocking on his door, 
but I can’t. I never imagined I’d 
feel this way at my age. What 
can I do? -- TWISTED UP IN 
THE SOUTH

 DEAR TWISTED UP: 
I’ll be frank. Sexuality is not 
necessarily black and white; 
there are shades of gray. You 
met this person at a time when 
you were emotionally vulner-
able. The best thing you can do 
for your marriage would be to 
talk about this with a licensed 
mental health professional. 
The most destructive thing 
you could do for your marriage 
would be to knock on that 
person’s door at this time.

 DEAR ABBY: My father 
has always been very careful 
with money, paying credit 
cards in full and living within 
his means. He recently retired 
with his house paid off and 
enough savings to maintain 
a middle-class life for him and 
my stepmother. 

 Last month, my sister con-
fided to me that my stepmoth-
er, “Lynda,” has racked up 
$100,000 in credit card debt, 
mostly from online shopping. 
She hasn’t worked for many 
years due to health reasons, 
so she has no way to pay the 
bills on her own. Everyone in 
the family knows about this 
and is hiding it from my father.

 I feel Dad has a right to 
know, as interest charges 
over time will only make the 
situation worse. If he finds out 
sooner rather than later, he 
will be in a better position to 
pay the debt. If necessary, he 
could return to work, at least 
part time. 

 However, I’m afraid that 
both my and my father’s rela-
tionship with my stepmother 
will be jeopardized if I tell him 
the truth. He has a history 
of not being able to control 

his temper. While it caused 
marital problems in the past, 
he currently has a loving rela-
tionship with Lynda. 

 They recently returned 
from a cruise, and all I could 
think about was whether they 
should have been spending 
money on a vacation. I’m afraid 
they could eventually lose their 
house and the means to sup-
port themselves if I don’t speak 
up. What should I do? -- NER-
VOUS IN NEW ENGLAND

 DEAR NERVOUS: Rather 
than aid and abet your father’s 
wife by hiding her (shopping) 
addiction, your family should 
have informed your father 
before the debt reached such 
large proportions. What you 
should do is speak up! Let him 
know you are worried because 
it doesn’t take a crystal ball to 
see there is serious trouble on 
the horizon that will only grow 
worse if something isn’t done 
immediately.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

Husband is unsettled by his 
attraction to another man

THE GRIZZWELLS
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