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ALAMOSA —  There will 

be a free turkey dinner at the 
First Christian Church on 518 
First Street (on the corner of 
First and State) between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. on Saturday.

Veterans ’n’ 
Homeless

LA JARA —  At 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, the La Jara-
Knights of Columbus #5512 
will host Bingo at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall in La Jara.  
There will be an up to $2000 
payout. $10 entry fee.     

BINGO in 

La Jara

ALAMOSA —  “Roman-
tic” Pop-Up Shops will be the 
theme from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, tosay, at the 
Narrow Gauge Book Co-op. 
The following vendors will 
be available in the store and 
will offer the following: Megan 
Mercier will have handmade 
chocolates; Cari Conari will 
have romantic teas; Trina 
Council will have handmade 
cards; and Perla Kopeloff will 
have handmade paper goods. 
For more information, call 
719-589-3464. The Co-op’s 
location is at 602 Main Street 

in Alamosa. 

Pop-Up Shops 
will be theme 

on Main St.

CONEJOS — For the 
Conejos County 2020 Presi-
dential Primary Notice of Elec-
tion please see legal section 
on page 10 of today’s Valley 
Courier.     

Presidential 
Primary notice

By REBECCA COPLEY
Valley Publishing 

MONTE VISTA — Yamilex 

Gonzalez, is a passionate young 

lady who has made it her mis-

sion to help Koalas displaced 

by the raging fires in Australia. 

The 7-year-old said she 

wanted to help after she saw a 

video of the fires on her mother’s 

Facebook page. 

“My mom showed me a video 

and that’s what made me want 

to start it because the koalas 

are very special to the world,” 

said Gonzalez when asked what 

inspired her to do a fundraiser. 

The first-grader set to work 

and with the help of her family 

has put together a benefit meal 

to raise funds for the endan-

gered and injured marsupials. 

The baked potato bar meal 

will be held March 7 at Faistl 

Hall located on 715 Fourth 

Street in Alamosa — next to 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

Tickets will be available for 

purchase at the door and will be 

pre-sold for $5 each. The dinner 

will begin at 6 p.m. 

“She saw the video, and she 

saw the fire and she brought it 

upon herself to do all this,” said 

Gonzalez’s grandmother, Peggy 

Manzanares.

Gonzalez’s parents, Heather 

and Jose, are very proud of 

their determined daughter. Her 

mother sharing, “She saw the 

video and she told me, ‘Mom I 

want to help!’ I kind of didn’t 

take her seriously at first and 

then she kept pushing to do 

something, so we gave her a list 

of things that she could possi-

bly do and she chose a dinner. 

She’s been working with Wires 

(NSW Wildlife Information, 

Rescue and Education Service 

Inc.) out of Australia. She’s 

actually been in contact with 

them and they have approved 

her fundraiser.” Gonzalez has 

also already received some local 

support from the Monte Vista 

School district. 

Gonzalez shared that koalas 

are one of her favorite animals 

and she hopes that the funds she 

raises will help them get better. 

The fires in Australia have been 

raging since September 2019. 

Some ecologists have estimated 

that around 8,000 Koalas have 

died due to the fires. 

Environmentalists fear that 

the high mortality rate will put 

koalas on the endangered spe-

cies list. Today, fires are still 

burning in Australia and global 

outreach and relief efforts have 

been made worldwide. 

All are welcomed and invited 

to come help Yamilex as she of-

fers a helping hand to make a 

difference for Koalas suffering 

and dying in Australia.

Courtesy photos

Koalas are herbivorous marsupials that live in the eucalyptus 
forests of eastern Australia. They are the only living species in 
the family Phascolarctidae. Koalas are often called “koala bears,” 
because a koala looks somewhat like a small bear or teddy bear.

Gonzalez steps up for koalas
Monte Vista girl 

sets up fundraiser 

after Australian 

fires ravage bears

Yamilex Gonzalez

“My mom showed me a video and that’s what 

made me want to start it because the koalas 

are very special to the world.”

—Yamilex Gonzalez
7-year-old Monte Vista girl who organized fundraiser for 

koala bears that have suffered during Australian fires

Koala fundraiser
w 6 p.m., March 7
w 715 Fourth Street, Alamosa
w Faistl Hall
w Baked potato bar meal
w $5 per person

Ag Conference’s diversity stood out

By DANIEL McKILLOP
Courier Editor
MONTE VISTA — Research 

Associate at the San Luis Valley 
Research Center Caroline Gray 
was impressed with the diver-

sity of this year’s Ag Conference 
at the Ski-High building.

 The 2020 Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agricultural Con-
ference & Trade Fair ran from 
Tuesday-Thursday, which com-
pleted its 38th annual event.

Gray, who has been attending 
the conference for nine years in 
a row, was impressed with the 
diversity of the 2020 version.

“This year, we decided to 
mix up the topics,” Gray said. 
“Typically, we do one day for 
potatoes, one day for grain and 
one day for water, but we kind 

of interspersed all of the differ-
ent topics because we wanted to 
get the full attendance for all 
three days.”

Gray said the conference’s 
overall theme this year was 
water, and Tuesday there were 
climatologists, water specialists 
and a round-table discussion, 
talking about water-use effi-
ciency in the San Luis Valley.

“And I think that is one of 
the most important factors of 
any grower or rancher is water 
availability and I thought that 
was a big highlight.”

Gray said she thought Thurs-
day morning’s hemp grower 
panel was impressive.

“They discussed the chal-
lenges with hemp production,” 
she said. “I thought that it was 
exceptional in the fact that we 
had a lot of audience interaction, 
a lot of good questions and a lot 
of good discussions because I feel 
like hemp is a really new indus-
try here and there are a lot more 
questions than knowledge, so I 
think that was very beneficial.

“There was a lot of audience 
participation and questions.”

Water, hemp,  

audience 

participation 

impresses Gray
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ALAMOSA POLICE REPORT

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS
ALAMOSA—The San 

Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at from 
5-6:30 p.m. in Alamosa. 
For more info call Vicki 
Jones at 852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and third 
Mondays, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Alamosa Masonic Hall, 
512 San Juan Ave.  Call 
Sharon at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. Preg-
nant and nursing women 
are welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Vet-
erans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@ho-
tmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen Mill-
er, 719-873-5466 or email 
mkmillermink@aol.com 

MONTE VISTA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the  
Chamber of Commerce, 
947 1st Avenue, Monte 
Vista. Call the Southern 
Colorado office at 719-
372-5985.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome to 
attend a free meeting or 
call Doris at 589-6396 for 
more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Ala-
mosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources for 
families affected by the 
impact of substance abuse. 
They meet on the third 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Citizens Center 
at 92 Rio Grande Ave. (on 
the north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Ala-
mosa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 

Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress manage-
ment and spiritual growth, 
is held at 10:45 a.m. the 
second Sunday of the 
month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 607 
Fourth St., Alamosa, with 
Mountain Institute, A Kri-
ya, Meditation & Lamp-
lighting School. Contact 
Martin at 575-758-5876 
or talentolocal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breast feeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone 
interested in fiber arts: 
knitting, crocheting, weav-
ing and spinning. We work 
on our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects to-
gether and learn from each 
other. We meet the fourth 
Saturday of every month 
from 1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 
at 757 County Rd. 29, 
.Monte Vista. Call or email 
Wanda Couzens-Smith for 
more information at (719) 
852-5000 or wcouzens-
smith@gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meet-
ings are every first and 
third Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — A Care-
givers Support Group 
meets at First United 
Methodist Church, 2005 
Mullins, Alamosa, on 
the first Monday of every 
month. For more informa-

OBITUARIES

SAN LUIS VALLEY — 
Margarita Switzer, April 
22, 1928-Feb. 6, 2020.

Margarita is survived 
by children, Dino Switzer, 
and Sheila Maria (Eck-
hart) Gohlke. 

She is preceded in death 
by husband William A. 
Switzer. 

Margarita Switzer

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 
or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.ala-
mosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 
the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of 
the submitting party, an additional fee will be 
assessed.

AA MEETINGS

There will be a rosary 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 6 p.m. 
at Horan & McConaty, 
3101 S. Wadsworth Blvd. 
There will be a funeral 
mass Wednesday, Feb. 
19, 10  a.m. at Holy Ghost 
Catholic Church, 1900 Cal-
ifornia St. Interment Fort 
Logan National Cemetery.

tion, call 589-2243.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Toastmasters meets on 
Mondays at noon at The 
Bridge in Alamosa at 3407 
Carroll Street. Partici-
pants will find a supportive 
learn-by-doing environ-
ment that allows them 
to achieve their goals at 
their own pace. Call (719) 
588-5127.

ALAMOSA – The GFWC 
Woman's Citizenship Club 
of Alamosa meets on the 
second Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email: 
womanscitizenshipclub@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made 
up of community mem-
bers who write in many 
different genres, the So-
phia Circle meets weekly 
to provide support for 
writers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, 6th and State 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m.. 
Writers may drop in on any 
meeting. Bring copies of 
the work you want to share. 
Call Holly at 719-588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will 
be refreshments and child-
care provided. Contact Jen-
nifer McCoy-Hanna at Tu 
Casa, Inc. 719-589-2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief sup-
port group meets the first 
Tuesday of every month 
at 300 Hunt at the Ala-
mosa Public Library from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. For more 
information, call Liz Hood, 
580-3697.

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 12-
Step Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that we 
are not affiliated with any 
outside organizations, but 
in the spirit of coopera-
tion, we list these meeting 
schedules for friends and 
family. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Disables, 
Baptist Church at 751 Lin-
coln St., Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

For schedule changes, 

please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 518 1st St., 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crestone 
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Hall at 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598 
Spruce St., Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Baptist 
Church, County Rd. T, 
Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Disables, 
Baptist Church at 751 Lin-
coln St., Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior 

Health Group at 8745 CR 
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 518 1st St., 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crestone 
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)

CENTER — Clara Mar-
garet Heberle passed away 
Feb. 6, 2020 peacefully at 
the incredible age of 103. 

Clara was born to Wil-
liam and Edith (Wigand) 
Foltz in Henderson, Minn., 
on April 25, 1916. 

She was married to Alois 
G. Heberle on Sept. 21, 
1940, and after their union 
they moved to California. 

She was a homemaker 
all her married life and 
cared for her home and 
her children. Her interests 
were writing memory sto-
ries about her childhood, 
traveling, reading and do-
ing crossword puzzles. She 
had received her education 
in the Henderson Public 
School District and then on 
she went to the Mankato 
School of Business. She 
was the last surviving 
member of her graduating 
class of 1934 from high 
school.

In 2002, she moved to 
Colorado to live with her 
daughter and son-in-law 
Mary and Michael McDow-
ell, where she was lovingly 
cared for. 

Clara is survived by her 
son, Alois Butch Heberle; 
daughters, Gerogia Lu 
Romo, Elizabeth Garcia, 
Mary McDowell, who she 
lived with in Colorado, as 
well as grandchildren, Judi 
Randall, Ronald Heberle, 

William and Joseph Romo, 
Christopher Moller, Mi-
chael McDowell;14 great-
grandchildren, five great-
great -grandchi ldren,  
many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
husband, her sister Mae, 
brother Floyd  and her 
grandson Roger.

A celebration of life will 
be held on Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, 2020 at 4 p.m. at 
the Romero Funeral Cha-
pel in Alamosa. 

Inurnment will be held 
in San Franciscco at a 
later date where she will 
be laid to rest next to her 
husband. To leave online 
condolences please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.com. 
The care of arrangements 
have been loving trusted 
to Romero Funeral Home 
of Alamosa.

Clara Margaret Heberle, 103

BIRTHS

ALAMOSA — Dawn-
serly Louisa Bennett was 
born on Jan. 15, 2020 at 
San Luis Valley Health to 
Kyrie Bennett of Alamosa. 

She weighed 4 pounds, 
5 ounces, and measured 

17.5 inches. 
Grandparents are Brad-

ley and Christine Ben-
nett. Great Grandparents 
are Wanda Eberly, Cindy 
Williams and Johnny 
Gomez.

Dawnserly Louisa Bennett

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa police report from 
Feb.1-6.

Feb. 1
A minor was cited with following too closely at 2000 

Main.
Feb. 2

David Harvey, 63, was cited with an improper turn, 
failure to present insurance and DUI at 1300 Main.

Clifford Lucero was cited with vehicle theft, driving 
under restraint, driving an uninsured vehicle and 
displaying fictitious plates at 600 8th St.

Feb. 3
Matthew Espinoza, 39, was cited with violation of a 

restraining order at 617 6th St.
Feb. 4

Veronica Avila, 35, was cited with violation of a re-
straining order at 1024 La Due Ave.

Taylor Blackburn, 19, was cited with operating an 
uninsured vehicle at 600 6th St.

Feb. 5
Jolea Barton, 32, was cited with no registration card 

in vehicle at 1800 Main.
Christopher Silvas was cited with aggravated motor 

theft at 1617 State Ave.
Kenneth Abeita, 34, was cited with violation of a 

restraining order at 3105 Main.
Feb. 6

Delfano Sandoval, 22, was cited with third-degree 
assault, domestic violence and false imprisonment at 
439 Poncha Ave.

Crystal Valenzuela, 34, was cited with theft at 713 
Main.

Alan Baroz, 34, was cited with violation of restric-
tions on license, operating an uninsured vehicle and 
displaying fictitious plates at 500 Bell Ave.

Julian Morine was cited with unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance and violation of a restraining 
order at 300 6th St.

Alamosa police 
remain vigilant
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Valley News

MONTE VISTA — This year 
will be the 31st anniversary of the 
“Valentines for Vets” program.  

It began in 1989 with Ann Land-
ers suggesting Valentine cards be 
sent to Veterans in Veteran Medical 
Clinics nationwide.  

On any given day, there are over 
50,000 Veterans hospitalized or 
living in VA facilities.  These men 
and women served in World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam and the Persian 
Gulf wars and in these areas of 
armed hostilities, including Leba-
non, Grenada, Panama, Persian 
Gulf, Somalia, Afghanistan, Kuwait 
and Iraq. 

“We can never repay these valiant 

Vets for the sacrifices they and their 
families have made, but we can 
do something to insure they know 
they are remembered,” said Pam 
Self, via a news release. “The staff 
and administration of the Colorado 
Veteran Community Living Center 
at Homelake would like to encour-
age you to send or drop off a letter, 
poster or card to our residents. 

“If you are a teacher, this may 
lend itself to a class project. Posters, 
handmade cards or personalized 
notes would be most welcomed and 
treasured.  

For our residents, being remem-
bered and appreciated for their 
part in serving and protecting their 

country, would truly be a wonderful 
Valentine gift (Due to the privacy 
act regulations, specific resident 
names cannot be provided by our 
facility but a general card would be 
very welcome). 

“Thank you for remembering 
these most valued residents of the 
San Luis Valley and may each of 
you — especially our fellow veter-
ans, have a wonderful Valentines 
Day,” Self said.  

For more information, please call 
Pam Self or Melanie Squire at 719-
852-5118.  

The mailing address is: CVCLC 
Homelake, PO Box 97, Homelake, 
CO  81135.

Valentines for veterans request for cards

Retired Master Sergeant 
Marti Mace (left) shares 
her experiences as the 
only American bagpiper 
performing at the 75th an-
niversary of D-Day with 
18 veterans and guests 
during our weekly vet-
erans’ coffee on Jan. 23. 
Mace is booked at events 
throughout the United 
States for parades and 
ceremonies. I’m giving 
back to those who helped 
me out through the years 
when I was in,” Mace 
said. “I’m blessed to be 
able to do things for vet-
erans. From handing out 
poppies to serving their 
Thanksgiving dinner to 
piping. Said World War 
II veteran and museum 
board member Dorothy 
Brandt (right), who works 
at the San Luis Valley Mu-
seum: “We wish to thank 
Marti for the excellent 
and entertaining presen-
tation.” Mace played her 
bagpipes at the museum.

Courtesy photo

Mace recognizes veterans

ALAMOSA — The third 
VCSLV Women Veterans 
Forum (WVF) will be held on 
Wednesday, Feb. 26.  

The VCSLV hopes this date 
will be marked on everyone’s 
calendar and all are welcome 
to attend.  

Any men receiving this 
email are asked to forward 
it to a woman veteran or 
woman provider in your 
organization.

The team organizing the 
event has attempted to cre-
ate a “safe space” for anyone 
to discuss women’s issues, 
needs and opportunities.   

The Veterans Coalition 
Board of Directors would  
like to thank everyone for 
participating in the first two 
forums and hopes all will 
find the third forum equally 
worthwhile.

Valley CVSOs are espe-
cially asked to help pass the 
word to women veterans.  
Health Care Providers and 
any male, veteran or not, 
that encounters this email is 
asked to also pass the word 
to women veterans. 

For more information, 
please contact, 719-992-

4108. 
If there is anything the 

Board of Directors can do to 
help, please let them  know.

Women’s Veterans Forum 
set for Wednesday, Feb. 26

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senator Cory Gardner 
(R-CO) wrote to U.S. Senators Richard Shelby (R-AL) and 
Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chairman and Vice Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Appropriations, and Roy Blunt 
(R-MO) and Patty Murray (D-WA), Chairman and Rank-
ing Member of the Labor, Health and Human Services, 
and Education, and Related Agencies Subcommittee, 
expressing his concerns with 2019 novel coronavirus 
(2019-nCoV) and requesting that they work with the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to 
ensure robust funding for the outbreak response.

“At this point in time, China has reported over 20,000 
confirmed infections and almost 500 fatalities. The out-
break has also extended to over 20 additional countries, 
including the United States, where the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention has confirmed ‘person-to-
person spread,’” wrote Senator Gardner. “HHS, through 
a number of its agencies, is actively leading critical 
prevention, containment, and supply chain stability 
efforts. We must serve as a collaborative partner and 
ensure that there is sufficient funding for both current 
and potential future efforts.”

Gardner works to address 

Coronavirus concerns

MONTE VISTA — The Bureau of 
Land Management Front Range Fire 
and Aviation Management Unit is 
preparing to conduct a prescribed burn 
at Blanca Wetlands, approximately 11 
miles northeast of Alamosa. 

This prescribed burn will improve habi-
tat for nesting and migratory waterfowl 
in the wetlands. As many as 184 acres 
surrounding six ponds will be burned as 

Controlled fire’s 
cause is to 

benefit wildlife

BLM plans prescribed burn at Blanca Wetlands
part of this operation.

 The burn is planned to occur between 
early February and late March. 

Specific timing of the operation will 
depend on weather and fuel moisture 
conditions. Crews will be on site for the 
duration of the burn.

 The primary objective of the prescribed 
burn is to remove decadent fuels and 
thick stands of cattails surrounding 
the ponds. 

Fire is the most effective method to 
remove the cattails and dead fuels and 
improve habitat. 

Pond shorelines within the wetlands 
are burned at five- to 10-year intervals to 
improve habitat for the 150-plus species 
of birds that use the area. 

 Smoke from the pile burns will be 
visible throughout the day of the burn, 
mostly during the warmest part of the 
day. With cooler temperatures in the eve-
ning, smoke may linger and accumulate 
in low-lying areas. 

 Prescribed fire smoke may affect 
your health. For more information, 
please visit the Colorado Air Pollution 
Control Division’s website: https://www.
colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/wood-smoke-
and-health.

 Information on the Blanca Wetlands 
prescribed burn will be available on 
Inciweb or on Facebook at @BLMColo-
radoFire. 

 For additional information, please 
contact John Markalunas, Assistant Fire 

Management Officer for BLM’s Front 
Range Fire and Aviation Management 
Unit at 719-852-8160.

The BLM manages more than 245 
million acres of public land located pri-
marily in 12 Western states, including 
Alaska. The BLM also administers 700 
million acres of sub-surface mineral es-
tate throughout the nation. In fiscal year 
2018, the diverse activities authorized 
on BLM-managed lands generated $105 
billion in economic output across the 
country. This economic activity supported 
471,000 jobs and contributed substantial 
revenue to the U.S. Treasury and state 
governments, mostly through royalties 
on minerals.

DENVER  — On Friday, Lt. Gov. Dianne 
Primavera celebrated the 75th anniversary 
of the end of World War II by signing a proc-
lamation to honor the dedication and hard 
work of the men and women who served in 
the war and paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country. 

Lt. Gov. Primavera was joined by Sen. 
Nancy Todd, Sen. Bob Gardner, Sen. Rhonda 
Fields, and Rep. Mike Weissman and Colo-
rado Freedom Memorial Foundation founder 
Rick Crandall. 

“It’s our responsibility to ensure that 
future generations understand the sacrifice 
made by those who served our country dur-
ing World War II,” said Lt. Governor Dianne 
Primavera. “Seventy-five years after the end 
of the war, we must pay tribute to those vet-
erans and work to keep their legacies alive.”

From 1941-1945, 250,000 Coloradans 
served in World War II and more than 2,500 
were killed in action or died from wounds 

suffered on the battlefield. Colorado has 
a rich history of military service in World 
War II and beyond. Colorado is home to 
the famed 10th Mountain Division, which 
trained in the Colorado Rockies at Camp 
Hale, and the Colorado National Guard’s 
157th Infantry Regiment, which spent 511 
days in continuous combat and liberated the 
Dachau concentration camp. 

In 2013, the Colorado Freedom Memorial 
was dedicated and honors all Colorado vet-
erans who have been killed in action since 
the Spanish-American War, including those 
from World War II. 

The proclamation mirrors a resolution 
sponsored by Senators Todd and Gardner 
and Representatives Carver and Weissman 
that was considered earlier in the day during 
the legislature’s annual Military Apprecia-
tion Day. Read the proclamation here, the 
resolution here and view photos from the 
proclamation signing here.

Lt. Gov. Primavera celebrates 75th 
anniversary of end of World War II 
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Friend worries 
about finances 
for retirement

DEAR HARRIETTE: I got a letter from 
an old friend that was very disturbing to 
me. She is at retirement age and has to 
keep working, like most people I know, 
because she doesn’t have ample retire-
ment money. She is worried about how 
she will take care of herself when she 
gets older, because she is unmarried and 
doubts that she can work forever. She 
sounded so sad. I don’t have any real 
answers for her, but I do want to be of 
support. What do you say to somebody 
who will be broke before she dies? — Loss 
for Words

DEAR LOSS FOR WORDS: This is 
an increasingly common and worrisome 
reality for many seniors. For a variety 
of reasons — health being at the top of 
the list — elders in America, one of the 
wealthiest countries in the world, find 
themselves in dire need of support at a 
time when they feel most vulnerable. The 
good news is that when people truly are in 
financial distress, there are government 
programs that are designed to help them. 
This means anything from vouchers for 
public housing to Medicaid — plus many 
more. You have to do your research, 
but tell your friend there is support out 
there. Go to seniorliving.org/research/
government-aid for more information.

It is also true that many seniors work 
well past the age of 65 and can have 
lucrative jobs. For quite a few seniors, 
that means reinventing themselves and 
possibly making a pivot in the road to 
pursue a different line of work. Encore 
is a company that pairs seasoned profes-
sionals with not-for-profits. For 10 years, 
it has successfully matched profession-
als with fulfilling roles that sometimes 
turn into full-time work. Visit encore.
org/fellowships for more information. 
Your friend can also go to aarp.org to 
learn about benefits and opportunities 
available to people over 50. 

DEAR HARRIETTE: My wife is a very 
attractive woman, at least to me. I love 
how she dresses and pays attention to how 
she looks. She is a professional woman, 
so she is smart and great at what she 
does, too. I have found that some of my 
male friends don’t like it so much when 
we all get together and my wife seems to 
stand out among the women. It’s not her 
fault that she is a pretty great package. I 
know I’m proud of her, but I worry about 
how some of the other husbands and 
wives react to her. Sometimes it seems 
like a competition. Other times it looks 
like they flock together and ignore her. 

I want my wife to be happy, and I worry 
that she isn’t comfortable hanging out 
with these people, even though they are 
our principal friend group. What can I 
do to support her? — Be Nice

DEAR BE NICE: Talk to your wife. 
Make sure she is feeling like she needs 
or wants help in this situation. While you 
notice that some people seem envious of 
her, she may not pay it any attention. 
Don’t make assumptions. Find out how 
she feels and if she wants you to intervene 
in any way, or even if she wants to branch 
out and start to form an additional friend 
group. If she is OK, you will need to start 
overlooking the pettiness. If she is not, 
consider adding new friends to your social 
calendar. Don’t call these people out. It 
will only make things worse.

Harriette Cole is a lifestylist and found-
er of DREAMLEAPERS, an initiative 
to help people access and activate their 
dreams. You can send questions to askhar-
riette@harriettecole.com or c/o Andrews 
McMeel Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., 
Kansas City, MO 64106.

Democratic Party candidates have heart
During February Heart Month, the 

American Heart Association often tells 
us that there are many conditions 
lumped together in the term: coronary 
heart disease. Obstructive and nonob-
structive coronary heart disease among 
them. 

Causes are found 
in lifestyle, family ge-
netics, work environ-
ments, sex, and other 
medical conditions. 

It seems to me that 
our nation is in the 
throes of a major 
obstructive coronary. 

I m p e a c h m e n t , 
election sabotage, 
nepotism, name call-
ing, inequality of the 
haves and have-nots 
along with ethnocen-
trism all reek of heartlessness, and 
other obstructive coronaries.

When I listen to Bernie Sanders, 
Elizabeth Warren and others vying 
for the democratic party nomination, 
I feel like I’m listening to words of love 
for God, country and our environment. 

Their social awareness of humanity 
is heartwarming. It is reminiscent of 
the old stories, Robin Hood, The Em-
peror’s New Clothes and perhaps Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein. 

The democratic party candidates 
remind us often that there is more to 
the world than vanity, ego fleecing, 
despotism and grave robbing. 

The candidates urge us to remember 
that we are all worthy humans and 
shun the notion of not covering pre-
existing conditions or that inequality 
for all will continue. Nor would they 
sanction despotism of swapping a slice 
of gossip for a slice of the election. Re-
publican Senator Mitt Romney came 
forward in the Senate trial to stand 
with the forefathers’ Constitution, as 
well. 

The efforts of some to build groveling 
gravel roads to Moscow is met with oth-
ers like Romney fighting the national 
coronary by raising up the Bible and 
Constitution.  It is a new Declaration 
of Independence, I think. 

Still I’m reminded of the Emperor’s 
New Clothes because we have a king 
of sorts garbed in yellow-orange hair 

and not even a thread of moral suit-
ing; he is as naked as a jailbird flitting 
between this lie and that confounded 
propaganda. He struts that he has 
man-handled women, reached out like 
a traitor to countries to sabotage elec-
tions, denied his bellowing on evening 
news, and made the national heartless-
ness ripe for coronation.  

The Democratic Party is offering 
a new buffet, a return to thoughtful 
and heartfelt awareness, that “All 
men [people] are created equal.” I am 
relieved that having heart is growing 
in pundit wisdom, as well as in the 
citizenry. There are many facets to 
the coronary embolism afflicting our 
nation. 

Maybe we’d better remember the 
solution is full heartedness, faith and 
our own Constitution. Build a healthy 
national heart and shun the emperor 
wannabes. 

—Nelda Curtiss is a former substance-
prevention media specialist, journalist, 
and retired college professor who enjoys 
writing and fine arts. Contact her at 
columnsbynellie@gmail.com.

All is great in the neighborhood! I went 
up to the Ag Trade show in Monte Vista 
because Larry had a booth with his GMX 
Magnetic Water Conditioning. 

I also go for the free breakfast, pens, 
and candy. And to see friends from years 
gone by.

I was so excited to see the presentation 
(at the first day’s breakfast) of a Monte 
Vista Cooperative donation of $25,000 to 
the Ski Hi Park campaign. 

The folks in Monte Vista voted for a tax 
increase this past fall that will, in part, 
help with ongoing costs of a new Ski-Hi 
Park complex. Great job, Monte Vista.

I had to come back to work, but Larry 
worked the show and then got to relax at 
the end of the evening (over a cold beer), 
and visit with other vendors, ranchers 
and farmers. I got excited over $25,000, 
but Larry got to hear about three huge 
donations from San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank, Alamosa State Bank and the Rio 
Grande Savings and Loan. 

They each donated $50,000 to Friends 
of Ski Hi Park. For more information go 
to www.friendsofskihi.org. Again, thank 
you to the local banks who so generously 
donated to this very worthwhile project. 

Eat gold 
fish for a 
free beer

Valley 
Gardening

BY RUTHIE BROWN

And other good stuff

Nelda 

Curtiss

Movin’ On 

With Nellie

Even though I have attended many of 
the Ag Conferences, it never ceases to 
amaze me how much farming is part of 
our San Luis Valley. 

The cost of some of the farm equipment 
nowadays is mind-boggling. I have always 
called farming and gardening legalized 
gambling, but certainly the stakes are 
much higher if you have a $750,000 trac-
tor or two to make payments on. 

Not to mention your mortgage, and 
water, and water and water. Kudos to 
all farmers in the Valley.Thank you for 
what you have done and continue to do 
— for all of us.  

A couple of friends got good reports on 
their cancer battles this week. Thank 
you for including them in your prayers.  
You got this, Kathy Park and Sandy 
Holtcamp. Maybe the war isn’t over, but 
some battles have been won. I certainly 
believe that all the good energy going 
your way from across the Valley helps.  
May the force be with you both, today 
and always.

I’d like to explain why I get down in 
the dumps about the dirt, and lack of 
pride that I see/feel in Alamosa. I will 
be dating myself. 

I go back to the days when I worked at 
Husung Hardware and F.W. Woolworth. 
I remember when Billy Spencer would 
print T-shirts for all the retail merchants 
to wear on our clean-up Saturdays. There 
were many more businesses back then, 
and we all knew and supported each 
other. 

One of the smaller Alamosa fire trucks 
would come downtown and hose off the 
sidewalks — pretty amazing how much 
dirt washed off.  After the sidewalks 
were done, merchants would clean their 
windows. 

The whole downtown smelled and 
looked clean and fresh. I don’t see that 
kind of comradery nowadays — for any 
number of reasons.

The comradery was such, back in the 
day, that when the jukebox malfunctioned 
at the Purple Pig, Ed White, manager of 
Woolworth’s would unplug their jukebox 
and roll it down the street. Those were the 
days. Maybe Ed got a free beer or seven, 
I’m not sure. I do remember that Eula 
Hutchins (Pet Department Mgr.) would 

no longer sell goldfish to Mike Lorton 
(who came down from the Pig) because 
it was told that if you ate a goldfish you 
got a free drink. 

If you ate half a gold fish (like bit it 
in half) you got a shot of tequila. Those 
were the days, that’s for sure. Is this too 
much information for you?

I want this pride back for all of 
Alamosa but of course I have to start in 
LODA —lower downtown Alamosa. We 
have the comradery down here already. 
LODA is where I live and work, I sleep 
in the county. On these spring-like days, 
I am chomping at the bit to get started.  
Anyone have a water tank with a pump 
that I can borrow?  

Before I forget, I am also looking for 
an aluminum can crusher thingamajig.  
Leo is using the largest sledge hammer 
ever to crush cans. I have visions of him 
crunching his fingers. Do you have one 
that works good, and you are no longer 
using. Or, can you give me a brand name 
to look for? Thanks!

Helen Smith

A Trail of 
Thoughts

My family has a saying that goes: 
“Change is hard; unless it’s your idea.” For 
me, that saying has come to be entirely 
accurate. Chapters in life begin, and they 
come to a close. 

For me, the 
time has come 
to start a new 
chapter. My 
time at the 
Valley Courier 
has come to 
a close and I 
am moving on 
to a new ad-
venture. Over 
the past year 
and a half, I 
learned a great 
d e a l  a b o u t 
what goes on 
in this crazy 
and amazing 
little corner of 
the world, and I 
am grateful for 
the experience 
I have gained. I 
am a big believer in seizing opportunities, 
and now the time has come for me to do 
so. I am also grateful that I will not be 
going far and will still have the chance to 
put my skills to the test. If nothing else, 
I leave readers with this: God is good, 
and He always has a plan. Happy Trails!

Happy Trails
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DURANGO — Archery hunters in 
southwest Colorado are now required to 
apply through the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife limited licensing program to 
obtain a license for elk hunting. 

The new requirement applies to Game 
Management Units 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 
75, 77, 78, 711, 741, 751 and 771. The 
change was made because of concerns 
about the declining elk population and 
concerns by the hunting public that there 
were too many bowhunters in the field. 

Archery hunters will apply to hunt 
in a specific GMU or group of GMU . 
Previously, archery elk licenses in these 
units were over-the-counter either-sex 
tags that were not unit specific. Now, 
archery licenses will be broken down 
into unit specific limited bull, cow, and 
private-land-only either-sex licenses. 

The deadline to submit an application 
is April 7. All hunters can start submit-
ting applications on March 1 through 
the CPW website. 

The Colorado Parks and Wildlife Com-
mission, on Jan. 15, made the decision 
to limit these licenses based on recom-
mendations from CPW staff and input 
from the public. 

Brad Weinmeister, terrestrial biolo-
gist in Durango, explained that cow-calf 
ratios have been in serious decline for 
more than a decade. The ideal ratio is 
40 calves per 100 cows. During recent 
aerial classification flights he found the 
lowest cow-calf ratio that’s ever been 
recorded in southwest Colorado – just 
18 calves per 100 cows. 

“That’s not enough calves to sustain 
the population,” Weinmeister said. 

Another factor in the decision was the 
growth of the number of archery hunters 
in the last decade. In these game man-
agement units, depending on location, 

the numbers have grown by 45 to 80 
%; and those archers could hunt bulls 
or cows. During the same period, in an 
attempt to halt the decline in the elk 
population, CPW reduced licenses for 
rifle and muzzleloader hunters by 80%. 

Despite those reductions, elk popula-
tions have not responded with the growth 
biologists were hoping to see. 

CPW wildlife managers in Durango 
are now discussing how many and the 
type of licenses that will be available. 
That decision will be made locally in 
March and then forwarded to the Parks 
and Wildlife Commission in May for 
approval. 

Two public meetings to discuss elk 
herd management in this area are sched-
uled: Norwood, Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m. at the 
Lone Cone library; Durango, Feb. 13,6:30 
p.m. at the La Plata County Fairgrounds. 
At the meetings CPW staff will explain 
the history of the local herds, current 
status and proposals for managing elk 
into the future. The public is invited to 
ask questions and provide comments. 

For those who cannot attend the 
meetings, an online survey is available 
at: https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/
Pages/HerdManagementPlans.aspx. 
The deadline for completing the survey 
is Feb. 25. 

CPW is an enterprise agency, relying 
primarily on license sales, state parks 
fees and registration fees to support its 
operations, including: 41 state parks and 
more than 350 wildlife areas covering ap-
proximately 900,000 acres, management 
of fishing and hunting, wildlife watching, 
camping, motorized and non-motorized 
trails, boating and outdoor education. 
CPW’s work contributes approximately 
$6 billion in total economic impact an-
nually throughout Colorado. 

Archery elk licenses now 

limited in So. Colo. 
Elk herd management meetings scheduled

The arrival of cold weather provides 
opportunities to romp in the snow, ski 
the slopes or enjoy an afternoon ice skat-
ing on a frozen pond. But spending time 
outdoors in the cold or even in an indoor 
space that is not adequately warmed 
can result in a serious health condition 
known as hypothermia.

Hypothermia is defined as a potentially 
dangerous decrease in body temperature 
that is usually caused by prolonged ex-
posure to cold conditions. 

Outdoors enthusiasts’ risk for hypo-
thermia increases as winter progresses 
and temperatures drop even further. 
However, hypothermia can occur other 
times of the year if the body is chilled. For 
example, hypothermia can occur when 
boats capsize and boaters are suddenly 
tossed into a body of water, or when hik-
ers get caught in the rain during evening 
hikes. WebMD says normal body tem-
perature is 98.6, and hypothermia begins 
when body temperature falls below 95.

When the body reaches lower tempera-
tures, this can affect the heart, nervous 
system and certain organs, advises The 
Mayo Clinic. If left untreated, hypother-
mia may lead to cardiac and respiratory 
arrest.

Early symptoms of hypothermia 
include shivering, fast breathing, cold 
and pale skin, tiredness, confusion and 
slurred speech. As body temperatures 
drop, shivering may stop and a person 
may faint.

Hypothermia frequently develops 
when people are exposed to the cold with-
out warm and dry clothing for protection. 
Hypothermia also may develop when 
people get wet or are caught unaware 
of changes in weather. Wind removes 
body heat effectively and direct contact 

with cold surfaces also can bring on hy-
pothermia more quickly.

Infants and the elderly may be at 
a higher risk of hypothermia because 
their bodies aren’t attuned to regulating 
temperature. Older adults may suffer 
hypothermia, for example, after spend-
ing several hours in a house with no heat 
during a power outage. The Mayo Clinic 
adds that certain medical conditions af-
fect the body’s ability to regulate body 
temperature, and certain medications 
may elevate risk as well.

To prevent hypothermia, health ex-
perts advise remembering the acronym 
COLD: Cover, Overexertion, Layers, Dry.

w Cover: Wear protective coverings, 
including mittens and hats, to prevent 
body heat from escaping through the 
extremities.

w Overexertion: Avoid activities that 
cause sweating. Together, wet clothing 
and perspiration can cause the body to 
lose heat more quickly.

w Layers: Loose-fitting, layered cloth-
ing can offer protection from the cold 
and wind. Wool, silk or polypropylene 
insulate more effectively than cotton.

w Dry: Remaining as dry as possible 
is essential. This includes getting out of 
wet clothing promptly.

w Children and the elderly may need to 
wear an extra layer or two than healthy 
adults would wear in the same conditions. 
Drivers should bring along blankets and 
emergency supplies in the event a car 
breaks down in cold weather.

Hypothermia is a risk any time of the 
year, but particularly when the weather 
grows chilly. Taking precautions to stay 
warm and dry, and knowing the signs 
of a drop in body temperature, can help 
individuals stay safe. TF17C584

Hypothermia occurs when body temperature drops below the norm. It is a seri-
ous health risk.

Recognize signs 
of hypothermia



Results 

Adams State Baseball
Feb. 6

ASU 6, Midland 4
Arizona Christian 13, ASU 5

Feb. 7
Arizona Christian 12, ASU 1

Adams State Basketball
Feb. 7

Regis 72, ASU 46 (W)
Regis 99, ASU 75 (M)

Prep Basketball
Feb. 6

Sargent 30, Center 22 (G)
Center 49, Sargent 44 (B)

Feb. 7
Cotopaxi 65, Sierra Grande 41 (G)
Cotopaxi 51, Sierra Grande 50 (B)

Moffat-Mt.Valley 65, Manzanola 41 (G)
Manzanola 66, Moffat-Mt.Valley 40 (B)

La Veta 51, Creede 22 (G)
Antonito 52, Lake City 11 (G)
Del Norte 61, Gunnison 24 (G)
Gunnison 71, Del Norte 35 (B)

Pagosa Springs 57, Centauri 50 (G)
Centauri 53, Pagosa Springs 36 (B)

Alamosa 68, Monte Vista 18 (G)
Alamosa 60, Monte Vista 45 (B)

Sangre de Cristo 64, Centennial 31 (G)
Sangre de Cristo 79, Centennial 34 (B)

Adams State Swimming
Jan. 25

Western Colorado 155, ASU 50 (W) 

Adams State Wrestling
Feb. 6

ASU 29, Chadron State 12
Feb. 7

Colorado School of Mines 23, 18

Prep Wrestling

Feb. 1
Valley Classic

2. Centauri - 199, 15. Monte Vista-54, 17. Sierra 
Grande/Centennial- 32, 19. Sargent-23, 20.Del 

Norte-20.5, 22.Mountian Valley-15, 24.Center-2.
Feb. 6

Centauri 54, Monte Vista 24
Feb. 7

Alamosa 76, Monte Vista 3

Upcoming Events
Adams State Baseball
Feb. 8

9 a.m. ASU vs Midland

Adams State Basketball
Feb. 8

5/7 p.m. ASU at Colorado Christian (W/M)

Prep Basketball 
Feb. 8

1 p.m. Primero at Antonito (B) 
1:30/ 3 p.m. Centauri at Bayfield (G/B)
2 p.m. Sanford at Crested Butte (G/B)
1 p.m. Sierra Grande at Sargent (G)

2 p.m. Del Norte at Center (G/B)
4 p.m. Centennial at Moffat-Mt.-Valley (G)
4/7 p.m. Alamosa at Montezuma-Cortez (B)

5:30/ 7 p.m. Pagosa Springs at Monte Vista (G/B)
Feb. 10

4:30 p.m. Lake City at Sierra Grande (G) 

Adams State Softball
Feb. 15

12/ 2 p.m. ASU vs Okla. Panhandle State (DH)
Feb. 16
11 a.m./ 1 p.m. ASU vs Okla. Panhandle State (DH)

Prep Swimming (G)
Feb. 14

State Championships
Sargent at Thornton

Prep Wrestling 
Feb. 8

6 p.m. Centauri at Pagosa Springs

Charger Invite
TBA Center, Mountain Valley, Sargent, Sierra 

Grande-Centennial at Crowley County
Feb. 9

Girls State Championship
Sierra Grande-Centennial at Thornton

Schedules subject to change

Volleyball registration extended
ALAMOSA — The team registration deadline for the 

Alamosa Parks & Recreation adult volleyball league has 
been extended to Sunday, Feb 9th. You can register 
online at www.AlamosaRec.org, or drop by the AFRC 
located at 2222 Old Sanford Rd. For more information, 
contact the AFRC at (719) 589-2105.

SLV Special Olympics Showcase
ALAMOSA — Come show your support for the SLV 

Dust Devils by bringing your friends and teammates for 
an unforgettable and unique experience.

There will be a silent auction, concessions, and a great 
game at Plachy Hall on Feb. 23rd at 2 p.m. Admission is 
free but donations are always appreciated. 

For more information or if you’re interested in volun-
teering contact: pvjohnson@adams.edu

AP&R Youth Soccer
ALAMOSA — The 2020 Alamosa Parks & Recreation 

coed youth spring soccer registration is now open. You 
may register your child online at www.AlamosaRec.org, 
or drop by the AFRC located at 2222 Old Sanford Rd. For 
more information, contact the AFRC at (719) 589-2105.
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Late burst not enough against Pirates
By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor

BLANCA — The Panthers girls bas-
ketball team played host to district foe 
Cotopaxi on Friday night. The visiting 
Pirates took the win by a score of 65-41. 

Entering Friday’s meeting with the 
Pirates, Sierra Grande (5-9, SPL 3-2) 
saw a two-game streak expire with a 
trip to Sanford. Cotopaxi (12-3, 6-1 
SPL) is looking pretty strong this year 
and their only league loss has come at 
the hands of the fifth-ranked Sangre de 
Cristo Thunderbirds (10-2, 5-0 SPL).

Following the tipoff, Sierra Grande 
was not daunted by their opponent’s 
record. The Panther’s Rebecca Casados 
would get the scoring started and what 
followed was the two teams matching 
each other point for point up to an 8-8 
tie midway through the first. 

A four-point run gave Cotopaxi their 
first lead of the game. They’d quickly 
follow up with another rally and go 
ahead 16-10. Late baskets from Sierra 
Grande’s Mariana Loya and Annadene 
Esquer-Montoya got the Panthers on 
the board but the Pirates would close 

the first quarter with a 20-14 lead. 
Sierra Grande lost their grip on the 

game in the second frame allowing 
12 unanswered points to start the 
quarter.  The host Panthers would go 
to the break trailing 40-19. 

The third quarter wasn’t exactly a 
fresh start for Sierra Grande. Cotopaxi 
started the third chapter with a 16-2 
run. The Panthers would show some 
signs of life late in the third. Freshman 
Mia Esquer-Montoya sparked an 8-2 
run to close the quarter contributing 
6 points of her own. A little preview 
of the fourth quarter. 

The final chapter was the only 
quarter where Sierra Grande would 
outscore their opponents led by Mia 
Esquer-Montoya’s four points. The 
Sierra Grande freshman led the Pan-
thers in scoring with 10 points on 
Friday night. 

Sierra Grande will go right back to 
work on Saturday looking to get back 
in the win column against Sargent (7-
6, 3-0 SPL). The Panthers are slated 
for a visit Sargent on Saturday with 
a start time of 1 p.m.

Sierra Grande welcomes Cotopaxi for league meetings
Cotopaxi outlasts Panthers in nail biter
By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor

BLANCA — Sierra Grande boys 
basketball got all they could handle on 
Friday night when Cotopaxi came to 
town. In a competition that came down 
to the wire, the visiting Pirates bested 
Sierra Grande by a score of 51-50. 

It has been a bumpy ride for Sierra 
Grande (4-9, 3-2 SPL) who alternated 
between wins and losses entering their 
meeting with Cotopaxi. The Panthers 
bested Moffat and Antonito but couldn’t 
get past Center and would enter Friday 
on a low note suffering a loss to Sanford 
on Tuesday. Cotopaxi has been experi-
encing similar difficulties (10-5, 5-2 SPL) 
dropping two straight entering Friday’s 
meeting.

Friday’s game saw plenty of momen-
tum swings from quarter to quarter. 
Sierra Grande benefitted from the first 
one of the night to outscore the Pirates 
11-7 with Isiah Chairez leading with 6 
points in the first quarter. 

Cotopaxi took the next swing with a 
13-9 second quarter to send the teams 
to the break tied at 20-all. 

Coming back from the break the 
Panthers exploded. An eight-point run 
combined with Sophomore Chairez 
capitalizing on fouls to complete two 
three-point plays put the Panthers in 
great position with a 33-23 lead entering 
the final quarter. 

Cotopaxi took a chunk out of the lead 

with an eight-point run to start the 
quarter and it was a race to the finish. 
Cotopaxi’s Ty Coleman caught fire and 
buried four 3-pointers in the fourth quar-
ter to keep Cotopaxi in the hunt. Sierra 
Grande’s Keaton Fisher also found his 
fourth-quarter reserve tallying all 11 of 
his points for the Panthers in the final 
frame. 

In the final minute with Sierra Grande 
leading 48-46, the Panthers would foul 
Chance Gulliford. The Cotopaxi senior 
would only cash in on one of his shots 
from the charity stripe leaving Sierra 
Grande leading 48-47. That, combined 
with a lax defense on the Panthers pos-
session and an intentional foul sending 
Fisher to the free-throw line, it looked to 
be all but over. Especially since Fisher 
sank both of his free throw attempts  to 
put the Panthers firmly in control 50-47 
with less than a minute to play. 

Cotopaxi found a way and benefitting 
on a traveling call, put up four unan-
swered in the final ticks to sneak ahead 
and get out of Blanca with their first 
win in February. Isiah Chairez led the 
Panthers in scoring with 16 points on 
Friday night. 

Sierra Grande will get a little downtime 
before their next tough challenge. The 
Panthers are scheduled to welcome the 
undefeated Sangre de Cristo Thunder-
birds (13-0, 6-0 SPL) on Feb. 13th. Sierra 
Grande and Sangre de Cristo are slated 
for a 5 p.m. start.

Courier photos by Stephen Jiron

TOP Sierra Grande senior Destinee Deleon (1) looks to drive against Cotopaxi’s 
Jamie Sanchez (5) during Friday’s game. RIGHT Sierra Grande sophomore Isiah 
Chairez (12) out jumps the competition in the first quarter of Friday’s meeting 
with Cotopaxi

Grizzlies in Albuquerque at Collegiate Classic
By AARON KINNISCHTZKE

ASU Sports Information Director
ALAMOSA — As many Grizzly 

athletes competed in Albuquerque last 
weekend at the ABQ Convention Center 
on the Campus of the University of New 
Mexico, the whole squad is set to compete 
this weekend at the same facility.

For many of the Grizzlies, this weekend 
will mark the first indoor track & field 
competition of the 2020 season. Particu-
larly for the distance runners, the meet 
in Albuquerque this weekend will be a 
terrific first look at the 2020 team, as 
the Collegiate Classic will feature a cast 
of premier competition from Division I 
schools. Being that many runners did not 
compete two weeks ago at the Power 5 
meet in Alamosa, the Grizzlies’ best hope 
to knock the rust off and burst into the 
indoor season with a bang.

As for the sprints athletes, many trav-
eled to Albuquerque last weekend and 
hope that they will be familiar with the 
banked surface and come away with great 
performances this time around. Caelyn 
Gomez competed in both the Women’s 
60M dash as well as the 200 and looks to 
return to the track this weekend and im-
prove upon her performances from a week 
ago. Sophomore Sunday Abarcacompeted 
in the same races on the men’s side, and 
also hopes that he will benefit from his 
competition last weekend in order to have 
a successful run this time around. Augie 
Larranaga and Jessica Simon competed 
in the Men’s and Women’s 800M races 
last weekend, and both are expected to 
compete again this weekend. Larranaga, a 
former sprinter, is in a transitional period 
of becoming what the Grizzlies hope will 
be a tremendous 800 runner once he gets 

more races under his belt. Hurdler David 
Varner is coming into his own as the Griz-
zlies’ top athlete in his respective event, as 
he ran in Albuquerque a week ago and will 
once again lace up the spikes hoping for a 
good performance this weekend.

While field athletes did not compete at 
all last weekend, Friday and Saturday 
will be the first competition for the throws 
athletes since the home meet in January. 
Their young core will be up against ter-
rific competition, and they hope that the 
competition and experience will benefit 
them moving forward.

The Collegiate Classic from the Uni-
versity of New Mexico kicked February 
7th from the ABQ Convention Center in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and will run 
all the way through Saturday afternoon. 
Results will be posted following the con-
clusion of the meet.
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DENVER — Multiple feet of snow has 
covered much of Colorado in a deep layer 
of powder with snow still piling up across 
the state and forecasts calling for more 
through the weekend.

The north-central mountains have ben-
efitted the most from this recent storm 
with Steamboat Resort and Howelson Hill 
bringing in 15 inches of new snow over the 
last 24 hours while Winter Park and Eldora 
received 12 and 11 inches, respectively. 
Copper Mountain recorded 17 inches, 
Arapahoe Basin enjoyed 14 inches and 
Loveland Ski Area measured 15 inches.

In the central and western parts of the 
state, 7 inches of fresh powder fell on 

Monarch Mountain, Sunlight Mountain 
and Aspen Snowmass. In the southwest 
portion of Colorado, many ski areas picked 
up a half foot of snow with more falling 
throughout the day.

Snow is forecasted to continue through 
this morning, giving weekend skiers and 
riders exceptional snow conditions across 
Colorado Ski Country.

For those that will be travelling Satur-
day, be sure to check with the Colorado 
Department of Transportation for updates 
on road and travel conditions. 

Colorado Ski Country USA’s statewide 
snow report can be found here: https://
www.coloradoski.com/snow-report.

Photo Credit Top Row (L-R): Wolf Creek Ski Area, Sam Bricker; Arapahoe Basin, Ian Zinner Middle Row: 
Eldora, Cullen McHale; Telluride Ski Resort Bottom Row: Monarch Mountain; Winter Park, Carl Frey

Most of Colorado 
covered in snow

According to a report from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 101.6 million 
Americans — or 40% of the U.S. popula-
tion 16 years old and older — participated 
in wildlife-related activities in 2016. 

Such activities included hunting, fish-
ing and wildlife-watching. 

Such activities proved a boon to the 
U.S. economy, as those who participated 
in wildlife-related activities spent $156 
billion in 2016. 

That’s the most money, adjusted for 
inflation, spent on wildlife-related activi-

ties in the last quarter -century. 
Wildlife-watching, which includes 

observing, feeding and photographing 
wildlife, has become increasingly popular 
over the last half-decade. 

The FWS reports that participation in 
wildlife-watching grew by 20%between 
2011 and 2016, when more than 86 mil-
lion people engaged in such activities. 
Hunters also made a strong impact on 
the economy, as the roughly 11.5 million 
hunters in the United States spent $25.6 
billion in 2016. TF17B494

Wildlife activities more popular than ever
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ALAMOSA — Society 
Hall, at 400 Ross Avenue 
in Alamosa, is pleased 
to welcome back criti-
cally acclaimed rising 
Americana star Kelly 
Hunt, with violinist Stas’ 
Heaney accompanying, 
on Saturday. 

The daughter of an 
opera singer and a saxo-
phonist, Hunt was raised 
in Memphis, Tenn., and 
grew up performing 
other people’s works 
through piano lessons, 
singing in choirs and 
performing theater. “It 
was a very creative, ar-
tistic household,” Hunt 
said. During her teen-
age years, influenced by 
musical inspirations as 
diverse as Norah Jones, 
Rachmaninov and John 
Denver, she began writ-
ing her own songs on the 
piano as a creative outlet. 

After being introduced 
to the banjo in college 
while studying French 
and visual arts, Hunt 
began to develop her own 
improvised style of play-
ing, combining old-time 
picking styles with the 
percussive origins of the 
instrument. 

“I’m self-taught, I just 
started letting the songs 
dictate what needed to be 
there,” she said. “I heard 
a rhythm in a song that 
I wanted to execute, so I 
figured out how to do it 
on the drum head of the 
banjo while articulating 
certain notes in one mo-
tion.” 

After college, Hunt fol-
lowed a rambling path 
that took her through 
careers in acting, graph-
ic design, traditional 
French breadmaking 
and medicine, all the 
while making music as 
a private endeavor. 

“I wanted to get seri-
ous about a responsible 
career choice, but music 
kept bubbling up. I was 
writing a lot and playing 
a lot and started to not 

be satisfied just playing 
to my walls of my room.”

After moving to Kansas 
City and discovering her 
mysterious Depression-
era tenor banjo, Hunt 
began recording her 
debut album “Even The 
Sparrow” in Kansas City 
alongside collaborator 
Stas’ Heaney and en-
gineer Kelly Werts. “It 
took almost two years to 
record,” she said, “learn-
ing how to let the songs 
dictate the production.” 
Having finally come to 
light, the album displays 
Hunt’s penchant for mas-
terful storytelling and 
intriguing arrangement, 
as researched and com-
plex as they are memo-
rable, punctuated by 
her articulate melodies 
and a well-enunciated 
and creative command 
of lyrical delivery in-
fused with deft emotional 
communication. While 
reminiscent of modern 
traditionalists such as 
Gillian Welch – a number 
of her songs even borrow 
titles and phrasing from 
traditional American 
music (“Back to Dixie,” 
“Gloryland”) – “Even The 
Sparrow” reveals an inef-
fable quality that hovers 
beyond the constraints of 
genre, à la Anais Mitchell 
and Patty Griffin. 

Here’s a sampling of 
what the music press 
has to say about Hunt — 

“[Hunt’s] stories — 
gut-punching in their 
truthfulness and beauti-
ful in their imagery, often 
simultaneously — make 
her debut album, ‘Even 
the Sparrow,’ the musi-
cal equivalent of a book 
you can’t put down, one 
you’ll want to revisit 
again and again to catch 
every nuance and turn of 
phrase.” — Stacy Chan-
dler (No Depression)

“10 Best Country and 
Americana Songs to 
Hear Now” — Rolling 
Stone

Society Hall welcomes back Kelly Hunt

Courtesy photo

Society Hall, at 400 Ross Avenue in Alamosa, is 
pleased to welcome back critically acclaimed rising 
Americana star Kelly Hunt (pictured above).

“Standing shoulder to 
shoulder with contem-
poraries like Welch and 
Rhiannon Giddens ... 
folk music harking back 
to the stripped-down 
sounds of Leadbelly, Rob-
ert Johnson and Woody 
Guthrie. There’s so much 
to discover here it’s point-
less trying to convey it all 
in a short review. A joy 
from start to finish. Just 
go listen.” — John Vaites 
(Americana UK)

Doors will open at 6 
p.m. with the show be-
ginning at 7. Tickets are 
$15 in advance and $20 
the day of the show and 
are available online at 
www.societyhall.org or 
in Alamosa at The Green 
Spot, 711 State Avenue.

For more information, 
contact Don Richmond 
at donrichmond@att.
net, 719-588-3453 or 
Ruthie Brown at alamo-
sagreenspot@gmail.com 
719-580-7838.

The board of Society 
Hall, a 501c-3 non-profit 
organization, invites you 
to another wonderful 
musical evening with 
Kelly Hunt, with violin-
ist Stas’ Heaney, today, 
Saturday Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. 
Doors will open at 6. 

Tickets are $15 in 
advance or $20 the day 
of the show, and are 
available online at www.
societyhall.org or in Ala-
mosa at the Green Spot. 
Society Hall – Where 
Community Celebrates!

Many people enjoy open-
ing their homes to friends 
and family. 

Hosts can use these seven 
strategies to help guests feel 
at home.

1. Consider the details. 
Does your guest like choco-
late covered almonds? Does 
he or she prefer a certain 
genre of music? Take note 
of the specific details that 
make the guest tick, and 
then incorporate them into 
the entertainment plan.

2. Ready the space. Not 
everyone has a full-fledged 
guest room, but that doesn’t 
mean one can’t create a wel-
coming and private retreat 
for guests. Turn a home of-
fice into an overnight area 
with a pull-out couch or even 
a dressed-up air mattress 
with high-quality linens.

3. Anticipate guests’ 
needs. Think like a con-
cierge when hosting at 
home. Have extra tooth-
brushes, antiperspirant, 
mouthwash and a phone 
charger at the ready. Is the 
guest a reader? Keep a few 
selections nearby or a book 
of puzzles so they can stay 
busy during their downtime.

4. Keep dietary needs in 
mind. Guests have different 
palates and preferences, but 
some may have serious food 
allergies, as well. Ask in 
advance if any guests have 
food allergies to ensure that 
any meals served are safe 
and healthy.

5. Keep pets at bay. 
Guests may not be as en-
amored with pets as their 
hosts. If one knows a guest 
has an allergy or an aversion 
to pets, keep the animals 
away as much as possible.

6. Freshen the home. 
Take inventory the house in 
its current state and make 
some minor improvements. 
Add some interior lighting, 
clean the bathrooms, create 
some extra seating, and 
freshen up with some flow-
ers to make for a welcoming 
environment.

7. Prepare a special meal. 
Give guests a sensational 
meal they’re not likely to 
forget. This can mean in-
dulging a little with sourced 
ingredients, home cooking 
and a good bottle of wine.

Comfort should always be 
a priority when readying a 
home for guests. DE19B401

Seven tips to comfort guests 

more when entertaining
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ALAMOSA — The SLV 
STEAM Shop makerspace 
is open to the public most 
Wednesdays from 5-8 p.m. 
south of Richardson Hall 
and west of the theater 
building on the Adams 
State University campus 
in Alamosa. The SLV 
STEAM Shop provides 
access to 3D printers, 
machine knitting, small-
scale casting, electronics 
fabrication, a laser cutter 
and much more.

VALLEY — Energy 
assistance is provided 
through La Puente’s Out-
reach homeless preven-
tion program. To qualify 
you must be directly re-
sponsible for an energy 
bill, your bill must be past 
due, and you must meet 
income qualifications. Call 
(719) 587-3781.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild (VFA) 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of every 
month, from 1-4:30 p.m. at 
757 County Rd. 29, Monte 
Vista. Call or email Wanda 
Couzens-Smith for more 
information at (719) 719-
852-5000 or wcouzens-
smith@gmail.com

CAPULIN — Free tu-
toring is available in the 
Capulin Library from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. every Friday 
for students first grade 
through twelfth grades in 
all subjects.

ALAMOSA — Cats 
Alive is in need of dry cat 
food to help volunteers 
feed cats throughout the 
San Luis Valley. Also 
goat milk is appreciated 
for the kittens. To donate 
cat food call Marge at (719) 
298-7028 (willing to pick 
up donated food) or send 
monetary donations to 
help with the cat food to 
Cats Alive, P.O. Box 84 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or 
online at catsaliveslv.com. 

CONEJOS COUNTY — 
Conejos Library District 
is in need of volunteers 
in Antonito, La Jara and 
Capulin. The library is a 
great place to volunteer. 
Please contact Maria De-
Herrera at (719) 274-5858.

MONTE VISTA— The 
Monte Vista Assembly of 
God Church, God’s Closet, 
located at 881 N. Hwy 285, 
across from Mountain 
King is in need of clothing 
donations. Bring them to 
the white shed. 

VALLEY — Cat food is 
needed to distribute to all 
the volunteers that are 
feeding the cats. Cat food 
donations may be left with 
Abie Roybal, 225 10th St., 
Alamosa, and monetary 
donations may be made to 
Donna K. Ditmore, man-
ager for cat welfare for Al-
pha Humane, a nonprofit 
tax-exempt organization, 
and sent to 3095 County 
Road 108 South, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.

ALAMOSA — Habitat 
for Humanity is accepting 
applications for home-
ownership in Alamosa. 
Applicants contribute 500 
hours of “sweat equity,” 
time and labor. Construc-
tion is done with the help 
of hundreds of volunteers. 
When a house is com-
pleted, applicant families 
purchase the homes from 
Habitat for Humanity 
with a nonprofit mort-
gage. Call Habitat at (719) 
589-8678 or go to www.
slvhabitat.org

ALAMOSA — Grief sup-
port group meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 
the Alamosa 1st United 
Methodist Church from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Call Liz 
Hood at (719) 580-3697.

ALAMOSA — VFW in 
Alamosa hosts BINGO 
every Tuesday at 7 p.m., 
with doors opening at 4:30 
p.m. Packs are $5.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will be 
refreshments and child-

care provided. Contact 
Jennifer McCoy-Hanna 
at Tu Casa, Inc.  at (719)-
589-2465.

VALLEY — Keep driv-
ers safe in your commu-
nity. Become an AARP 
Driver Safety Volunteer 
Instructor today. Do you 
have a passion for helping 
others and want to make 
your community safer? 
AARP needs dedicated 
volunteers as instructors 
to grow this leading edu-
cational program. Sign up 
today at www.aarp.org/
driversafetyvolunteer

VALLEY — La Puente 
is in need of volunteers 
split wood to bring relief to 
local families. Volunteers 
with chainsaw skills are 
most needed, but anyone 
is invited. To volunteer, 
call Shanae at (719) 587-
3499 or email volunteers@
lapuente.net

ALAMOSA — Circle 
of Parents in Recovery 
provides a safe, support-
ing, confidential, non-
judgmental environment 
where parents can openly 
discuss the successes and 
challenges of parenting 
in recovery. The group 
meets every first and third 
Tuesday from 4-5:30 p.m. 
at Living Water Bible Fel-
lowship 2019 Clark St., 
Alamosa. Contact Mary 
Lambert at (719) 587-6965 
or mlambert@slvbhg.org

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many dif-
ferent genres, the Sophia 
Circle meets weekly to 
provide support for writ-
ers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, Sixth and 
State, on Sundays from 
1-3 p.m. Writers may drop 
in on any meeting. Bring 
copies of the work you 
want to share. Call Holly 
at (719) 588-7066. 

ALAMOSA — “Planting 
Seeds for Kindergarten” 
is the Alamosa Public 
Library program that en-
courages all families and 
caregivers to read 1,000 
books with their young 
children before they enter 
kindergarten. Partici-
pants will be rewarded for 
every 100 books they read. 
Register at the Alamosa 
Public Library today, 300 
Hunt Ave., Alamosa.

CONEJOS COUNTY 
— The Conejos County 
Library is looking for 
volunteers to real aloud 
to young children. Volun-
teers can join in visiting 
homes around Conejos 
County and talking to par-
ents and caregivers about 
the value of instilling a 
love for reading. Please 
contact Margie Wagoner 
at the Conejos County 
Library at (719) 274-5858.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Toastmasters meets on 
Mondays at noon at The 
Bridge in Alamosa at 3407 
Carroll St. Participants 
will find a supportive 
learn-by-doing environ-
ment that allows them 
to achieve their goals at 
their own pace. Call (719) 
588-5127.

ALAMOSA — Can’t 
make it to Storytime at the 
Alamosa Public Library? 
That’s OK, check out the 
Storytime to Go Kits de-
signed to bring Storytime 
into your home! Come 
into the Alamosa Public 
Library today, 300 Hunt 
Ave., Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — MOPS, 
(Mothers of Preschoolers), 
a gathering place for moms 
with young children (birth 
through kindergarten) 
that offers connections, 
community, resources and 
support to meet the needs 
of every mom meets every 
first and third Wednesday 
at Living Water Bible 
Fellowship Church, 2910 
Clark St., Alamosa, from 
9–11 a.m. See facebook. 
com/mopsalamosa or mop-
salamosa.com.

LA JARA — MOPS–La 
Jara provides a reener-
gized program Thursday, 
with new crafts, discus-
sions, snacks and learning 
at the United Church of 
La Jara, a safe place for 
the older kids to play and 

San Luis Valley calendar of events
learn with a great staff 
to lead all activities. The 
great times begin at 10 
a.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursdays. Call 
Debbie at (719) 580-6721.

VALLEY — Rio Grande 
County Tourism Board is 
looking for high quality 
photographs that pho-
tographers would be will-
ing to let the tourism 
board use for advertising 
purposes. Contact Ruth 
Carapella at ruth@pen-
craftco.com or president@
riograndetourism.com

CONEJOS COUNTY 
— The Conejos Library 
District has received a 
grant from the Temple 
Hoyne Buell Foundation 
titled Growing Readers 

Together. The purpose 
of the grant is to provide 
early literacy reading 
materials, reading related 
toys, and educational ac-
tivities for home day care 
providers. The library will 
provide kits in the form of 
books, educational toys, 
music and activities to 
anyone doing home day 
care in Conejos County. 
Those who are interested 
in participating in this 
program contact the li-
brary at (719) 274-5858.

ALAMOSA —Valley-
Wide Pharmacy is a regis-
tered drop-off location for 
the Colorado Household 
Medication Take-Back 
Program. There is a drop-
off receptacle located at 

the pharmacy for the col-
lection of household medi-
cations, including both 
prescription and over-
the-counter medications. 
Drop off any unwanted 
household medications 
for free at the Valley-Wide 
Pharmacy. The Valley-
Wide Pharmacy is inside 
the Alamosa Family Medi-
cal Center clinic at 1710 
First St, Alamosa.

VALLEY — La Puente 
Outreach is currently 
accepting medical appli-
cations. Those who are 
in need of help paying 
for prescription glasses, 
hearing aids, medical 
equipment or dental pro-
cedures, please come to 
929 State Ave., Alamosa 

or call (719) 587-3781.
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley Naloxone 
Education Empower-
ment Distribution (SLV 
N.E.E.D.) project came 
to an end. Free Narcan 
Nasal kits   are still avail-
able at any of the local 
participating pharmacies 
while supplies last. Those 
pharmacies are: La Jara 
Health Mart Pharmacy, 
Alamosa Pharmacy, Val-
ley Wide Health Systems 
Pharmacy (for Valley 
Wide Health Systems pa-
tients only), Jacks Market 
Pharmacy in Monte Vista 
and Rio Grande Pharmacy 
in Del Norte. Residents 
may need a prescription 
to pick up a kit.
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221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for a 
High School Head Vol-
leyball Coach (with pos-
sible teaching positions 
available).  Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, until 
the position is filled.  Ap-
plications may be down-
loaded from the district 
website  http://ww2.mon-
te.k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html  or call 
719-852-5996. (2/25)

THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Department of Human/
Social Services is accept-
ing proposals for an AND 
Navigator to serve the 
following counties:   Ala-
mosa, Conejos, Costilla, 
and Rio Grande/Mineral.  
This individual should be 
SOAR certified or com-
mit to becoming certified 
within a quick timeframe.  
This is a contracted posi-
tion whose primary func-
tion will be to assist DSS/
DHS applicants with the 
application/appeal of SSI 
benefits. Please submit 
letter of interest and pro-
posed outreach strategy 
that would illustrate how 
services will be managed 
in each of these counties 
to Nicholas Barela, P.O. 
BOX 68, Conejos, CO 
81129 or nicholas.barela@
state.co.us.  Please direct 
any questions to Nicholas 
Barela at (719) 376-5455. 
Closes 2/17/2020 (2/14)

E M P L O Y M E N T 
BENEFITS UNIT Case 
Manager needed for Rio 
Grande County Depart-
ment of Social Services.  
Requires High School 
Diploma or GED, as well 
as one to three months 
related experience, in-
cluding thorough knowl-
edge of TANF rules and 
regulations and other as-
sistance programs.  Com-
puter skills required may 
include word processing, 
spreadsheet applications, 
and various accounting 
programs.  Application 
and job description avail-
able on line at www.rio-
grandecounty.org or pick 
up and submit to Human 
Resources  925 6th Street, 
Room 200, Del Norte, CO  
81132(2/13) 

221
HELP WANTED

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY is seeking a full-time 
jail cook. High school di-
ploma or general educa-
tion degree (GED).  Must 
be 21 years of age, pass 
background investigation 
and drug test screening.  
$13.95/per hour, 40 hours 
a week, full County ben-
efits.  Pick up and submit 
applications to Human 
Resources, 925 6th St., 
Room 200, Del Norte, 
CO 81132.  Applications 
and job description avail-
able on-line at www.
r iograndecounty.org. 
Deadline: Until filled. 
(2/12 #1)

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY is seeking a Dis-
patch/Detention Officer.  
High school diploma or 
general education degree 
(GED), or one to three 
months related experi-
ence and/or training, or 
equivalent combination 
of education and experi-
ence. Must be 21 years 
of age, pass background 
investigation and 5 panel 
drug test, including mari-
juana required. Inmate 
interaction required.   
$15.43/per hour.  Pick up 
and submit applications 
to Human Resources 925 
6th St. Room 200 Del 
Norte, CO. 81132. Ap-
plications also available 
on-line at www.riogran-
decounty.org. Deadline: 
Until Filled (2/12 #2)

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY Department of So-
cial Services is accepting 
applications for a Child 
Protection Caseworker.  
Full time position with 
County benefits.  Full job 
description and applica-
tion available at www.
riograndecounty.org. or 
at Human Resources, 
925 6th St., Room 200, 
Del Norte, CO 81132. 
(2/12 #3)  

T RU C K  D R I V E R 
WANTED par t t ime 
Saturday and Monday’s 
Retired preferred. Wolf 
Creek pass. Call 719-
480-9937 (2/11)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

RN CASE MANAGER 
Hospice del Valle is a non-
profit agency located in Ala-
mosa and the only hospice 
that serves the San Luis 
Valley.  We offer competi-
tive Pay & Benefits, ongoing 
education, mentoring and 
support as well as a Holistic 
& team-centered approach 
to home-based care. RN 
Case Manager Responsibili-
ties: Nursing care to diverse 
patients of all ages in con-
junction with an Interdisci-
plinary Team. Compassion-
ate end of life care to patients 
and families, promoting 
quality and comfort-focused 
care. Qualifications: RN 
with current Colorado Li-
cense in good standing and a 
graduate from an accredited 
school of nursing. Current 
CPR certificate, or ability to 
obtain upon hire. One year 
of experience minimum, 
2-5 years preferred. Valid 
Colorado driver’s license 
and unlimited access to reli-
able transportation. Ability 
to make home visits, travel 
and drive in all areas of the 
San Luis Valley year-round. 
Excellent time management 
skills and ability to work 
independently as well as be 
part of a team. Ability to 
participate in the on-call, 
holiday, weekends and after-
hours program. Comfortable 
with basic computer use 
such as word processing, 
emails and internet searches; 
can manage cell phone mes-
sages and texting. If you 
are interested in learning 
more about becoming a 
part of the Hospice del Valle 
team, stop in at 514 Main 
in Alamosa for an applica-
tion and meet our executive 
director, Laura Lewis, or 
call 719-589-9019.  We look 
forward to hearing from 
you! Hospice del Valle is an 
equal opportunity employer. 
We will not discriminate and 
will take affirmative action 
measures to ensure against 
discrimination in employ-
ment, recruitment, adver-
tisements for employment, 
compensation, termination, 
upgrading, promotions, and 
other conditions of employ-
ment against any employee 
or job applicant on the bases 
of race, color, gender, na-
tional origin, age, religion, 
creed, disability, veteran’s 
status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender 
expression.(2/11)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF CRESTONE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2020 1:00P.M.
AT THE TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM,
11S. ALDER STREET, CRESTONE, CO

PURPOSE: Public comment on a Planned Unit Development pro-
posal for Tract 3, which consists of 4.62 acres of E. Lime Ave. within 
the Town of Crestone and Zoned Rural Residential.
PRELIMINARY APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY: Crestone Peak 
Community Housing, a nonprofit organization, PO BOX 911, Crest-
one, CO 81131.
PUBLISHED AND POSTED: As per the Zoning Regulations of the 
Town of Crestone Section IX-10, Ordinance 2006-013, Crestone 
Board of Trustees: Mayor Kairina Danforth and Trustee Diane Bair-
stow, Terry Goergen, Adam Kinney, Kizzen Laki, Sam Pace and Bob 
Prather.
COMMENTS MAY BE SENT IN ADVANCE OF THE HEARING TO:
Crestone Clerk, PO BOX 64, Crestone, CO 81131 or crestoneclerk@
fairpoint.net
No. 1253
Published in the Valley Courier on January 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, February 01, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, and 11, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Ala-
mosa Planning Commission will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020 at 6:00 PM, in the Alamosa County Services Center, 8900 In-
dependence Way, Alamosa, Colorado for the purpose of considering 
an application for a Minor Subdivision and a Variance submitted by 
Jeff Johnson. 
The applicant is proposing to subdivide to make two lots and is re-
quested the minimum lot size be waived.
The legal description of the property is:
A tract of land located in the SW1/4SW1/4 of Section 11, Township 37 
North, Range 10 East, N.M.P.M., described as follows: Commencing 
at the SW corner of said Section 11; thence North 200 feet along 
the centerline of a county road which is also the West line of said 
Section 11; thence South 89°46’37” East29.80 feet to the East right 
of way line of said county road, which is the point of beginning of the 
tract herein described; thence North 318 feet along the East right of 
way line of said county road; thence South 70°30’ East 100.65 feet 
to the Southwesterly right of way line of a county road; thence South 
42°56’59” East 664.87 feet along said right of way line to a point 
on the South line of said Section 11; thence North 89° 46’37” West 
379.05 feet along the South line of said Section 11; thence North 
200.00 feet; thence North 89° 46’37” West 168.84 feet, more or less, 
to the point of beginning, in Alamosa County, Colorado.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection in 
the Alamosa County Land 
Use Office at 8999 Independence Way Suite 100 during regular of-
fice hours.
Rachel Baird
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
NO. 1293
Published in the Valley Courier on  February 8, 2020 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Ala-
mosa Planning Commission will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020 at 6:00 PM, in the Alamosa County Services Center, 8900 Inde-
pendence Way, Alamosa, Colorado for the purpose of considering an 
application for a Minor Subdivision submitted by the City of Alamosa. 
The applicant is proposing to keep the land as rural/agricultural. The 
subdivision is to transfer ownership and liability of the land on which 
the Independent Ditch head-gate is located. The head-gate is owned 
and operated by the City of Alamosa. Future use could allow low-
impact recreation..
The legal description of the property is:
A tract of land in the SW1/4SW1/4NW1/4 of Section 29, Township 38 
North, Range 10 East, N.M.P.M.
Details regarding this application are available for public inspection in 
the Alamosa County Land 
Use Office at 8999 Independence Way Suite 100 during regular of-
fice hours.
Rachel Baird
Land Use Administrator
Alamosa County
NO. 1294
Published in the Valley Courier on February 8, 2020 

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
Ordinance No. 1-2020

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at a 
regular meeting of the Alamosa City Council duly called, Council fi-
nally passed and adopted Ordinance No. 1-2020, an ordinance ap-
proving the annexation of the petition for the annexation of Lots 66 & 
67 of the McClain-Fink subdivision, located in a portion of Section 15, 
Township 37 North, Range 10 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian, 
Alamosa County, Colorado.
Further notice is hereby given that the full text thereof is available 
for public inspection and acquisition on the City’s website and in the 
Office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez
City Clerk 
NO. 1295
Published in the Valley Courier on February 8, 2020

NOTICE OF PASSAGE
Ordinance No. 2-2020

Notice is hereby given that on Wednesday, February 5, 2020, at a 
regular meeting of the Alamosa City Council duly called, Council fi-
nally passed and adopted Ordinance No. 2-2020, an ordinance revis-
ing Sections 18-46 through 18-48 and Section 18-86 of the Sales 
and Use Tax ordinances of the City of Alamosa to comport with voter-
approved tax revenue and spending changes.
Further notice is hereby given that the full text thereof is available 
for public inspection and acquisition on the City’s website and in the 
Office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez
City Clerk
No. 1296
Published in the Valley Courier on February 08, 2020 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On Ordinance No. 3-2020

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance 
No. 3-2020, an ordinance amending Section 11-51 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Alamosa, Colorado to add a prohibition on 
providing marijuana to persons under 21 years of age to the existing 
prohibition on providing alcohol to persons under 21 years of age.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 5, 2020, and a Public Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
heard.  This hearing will be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
NO. 1297
Published in the Valley Courier on February 08, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
On Ordinance No. 4-2020

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance No. 
4-2020, an Ordinance providing a mechanism for developers required 
to provide street, water, sewer, and storm sewer infrastructure that 
benefits other property to receive partial reimbursement when such 
benefitted property subsequently is developed.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on February 5, 2020, 
and a Public Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.  This 
hearing will be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 Hunt Avenue, 
Alamosa, Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 1298
Published in the Valley Courier on February 08, 2020

The annual meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improve-
ment District No. 6 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
set for February 12, 2020. The meeting will be held at the Rio Grande 
Water Conservation District Building located at 8805 Independence 
Way in Alamosa, CO  81101 and will begin at 1:30 p.m. This meeting 
is open to the public.
NO. 1299
Published in the Valley Courier on February 08, 2020

NOTICE OF 2020 PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION
STATE OF COLORADO
COUNTY OF CONEJOS
Notice is hereby given that the 2020 Presidential Primary Election will 
be held by mail ballot, and Voter Service and Polling Center, in the 
County of Conejos, in the State of Colorado, to be held Tuesday the 
Third day of March, 2020 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. Beginning on February 10, 2020 the Conejos County Clerk and 
Recorder will send a mail ballot to every active voter. To be counted, 
mail ballots must be returned to and in the hands of Conejos County 
Clerk and Recorder no later than 7:00 pm on Election Day, March 3rd. 
POSTMARKS DO NOT COUNT.  Voters may also visit a Voter Ser-
vice and Polling Center until 7:00 pm on Election Day to register for 
the first time, update existing record or vote in person on accessible 
voting devices, at the location below.
Conejos Courthouse
Conejos County Clerk and Recorder’s Office (VSPC), Conejos Coun-
ty Courthouse
Monday through Friday (Feb. 24 – March. 02) 8:00AM to 4:00PM
Saturday (Feb. 29) 8:00AM to 12:00PM
Tuesday, March 03 (Election Day) 7:00AM to 7:00PM
Conejos County Courthouse
6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129
February 24, 2020 – March 2, 2020 
Tuesday, March 03 (Election Day) 7:00AM to 7:00PM
24 Hour Drop Box
Manassa Town Hall 
401 Main Street Manassa, Colorado 81141
Monday through Wednesday (Feb. 24– Mar. 02) 8:00AM to 4:00pm
Tuesday, March 03 (Election Day) 7:00AM to 7:00PM
BALLOT DROP OFF LOCATION ONLY
La Jara Town Hall 
221 Broadway Avenue La Jara, Colorado 81140
Monday through Friday (Feb. 24 – Mar. 02) 8:00AM to 5:00PM
Tuesday, March 03 (Election Day) 7:00AM to 7:00PM
BALLOT DROP OFF LOCATION ONLY
Saint Joseph’s Parish Office 
19895 County Road 8 Capulin, Colorado 81124
Monday through Friday (Feb.24 – Mar. 02) 9:00AM to 5:00PM
Tuesday, March 03 (Election Day) 7:00AM to 7:00PM
BALLOT DROP OFF LOCATION ONLY
Affiliation Rules for voters affiliated with either Democratic and Re-
publican parties remain the same, affiliated voters will only receive 
a mail ballot of their specific party affiliation.  Unaffiliated voters may 
vote in the 2020 Presidential Primary, Unaffiliated voters who receive 
both party ballots in their mail ballot packet may mark and return only 
one ballot.  If voters mark and return both party ballots, neither will 
count.  If you are not registered to vote in Colorado, and are a citi-
zen of the United States, or a 17-year-old voter that will be 18 on or 
before the November 3, 2020(Election Day), you can register to vote 
until 7pm on Election Day.  You can register to vote or update your 
existing voter registration at GoVoteColorado.com or at the Conejos 
County Clerk and Recorders Office at 6683 County Road 13 Conejos, 
Colorado 81129.
AVISO DE ELECCIONES PRIMARIAS PRESIDENCIALES 2020
ESTADO DE COLORADO
CONDADO DE CONEJOS
Por la presente, se da aviso de que la Elección Primaria Presidencial 
2020 se llevará a cabo mediante votación por correo, y el Centro 
de Votación y Servicio al Votante, en el Condado de Conejos, en el 
Estado de Colorado, que se celebrará el martes 3 de marzo de 2020 
entre las horas de 7:00 a.m. y 7:00 p.m. A partir del 10 de febrero 
de 2020, el secretario y registrador del condado de Conejos enviará 
una boleta por correo a cada votante activo. Para ser contados, las 
boletas por correo deben ser devueltas y en manos del secretario y 
registrador del condado de Conejos a más tardar a las 7:00 pm del 
día de las elecciones, el 3 de marzo. MATASELLOS NO CUENTAN. 
Los votantes también pueden visitar un centro de votación y servi-
cio de votantes hasta las 7:00 p.m. del día de las elecciones para 
registrarse por primera vez, actualizar el registro existente o votar 
en persona en dispositivos de votación accesibles, en la ubicación 
a continuación.
Secretario del Condado de Conejos y Oficina del Registrador (VSPC)
Palacio de Justicia del Condado de Conejos
De lunes a viernes (del 24 de febrero al 2 de marzo) de 8:00 a.m. 
a 4:00 p.m.
Sábado (29 de febrero) 8:00 a.m. a 12:00 p.m.
Martes 03 de marzo (Día de las elecciones) 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.
Palacio de justicia del condado de Conejos
6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129
24 de febrero de 2020 - 2 de marzo de 2020
Martes 03 de marzo (Día de las elecciones) 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.
Caja de 24 horas
Ayuntamiento de Manassa
401 Main Street Manassa, Colorado 81141
De lunes a miércoles (del 24 de febrero al 2 de marzo) de 8:00 a.m. 
a 4:00 p.m.
Martes 03 de marzo (Día de las elecciones) 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.
SÓLO LA UBICACIÓN DE LA BOLETA
Ayuntamiento de La Jara
221 Broadway Avenue La Jara, Colorado 81140
De lunes a viernes (del 24 de febrero al 2 de marzo) de 8:00 a.m. 
a 5:00 p.m.
Martes 03 de marzo (Día de las elecciones) 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.
SÓLO LA UBICACIÓN DE LA BOLETA
Oficina de la parroquia de San José
19895 County Road 8 Capulin, Colorado 81124
De lunes a viernes (del 24 de febrero al 2 de marzo) de 9:00 a.m. 
a 5:00 p.m.
Martes 03 de marzo (Día de las elecciones) 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m.
SÓLO LA UBICACIÓN DE LA BOLETA
Las reglas de afiliación para los votantes afiliados a los partidos 
demócratas y republicanos siguen siendo los mismos, los votantes 
afiliados solo recibirán una boleta por correo de su afiliación parti-
daria específica. Los votantes no afiliados pueden votar en las elec-
ciones primarias presidenciales de 2020, los votantes no afiliados 
que reciben las dos papeletas del partido en su paquete de votación 
por correo pueden marcar y devolver solo una. Si los votantes mar-
can y devuelven las dos papeletas del partido, ninguno contará. Si no 
está registrado para votar en Colorado y es ciudadano de los Estados 
Unidos, o un votante de 17 años que cumplirá 18 años antes o el dia 
3 de noviembre de 2020 (Día de las elecciones), puede registrarse 
para votar hasta 7pm el día de las elecciones. Puede registrarse para 
votar o actualizar su registro de votante existente en GoVoteColo-
rado.com o en la Oficina del Secretario y Registradores del Condado 
de Conejos en 6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129.
NO. 1300
Published in the Valley Courier on February 08, 2020

112 - BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(3/5)

175
WEDDINGS

BEAUTIFUL MOUN-
TAIN RANCH WED-
DING/REUNION SITE. 
Lodge w/kitchen, din-
ing, sleeping; 9 guest 
cabins. 719-580-2486.
(2/13)

221
HELP WANTED

CENTER FOR RE-
STORATIVE Programs 
seeks: LEAD / Wrap-
around Case Managers 
who will be responsible 
for providing intensive 
case management/wrap-
around services; work-
ing closely with com-
munity partners such as 
justice system partners, 
law enforcement, be-
havioral health, hous-
ing, human services, 
schools and workforce 
development.  Ability to 
establish strong support 
and service plans for 
wraparound and other 
services being provided. 
Successful candidates 
will have experience 
providing wraparound 
services, intensive case 
management, working 
with individuals with 
behavioral health is-
sues and working with 
community pa r tners 
and families.  Spanish 
speak ing and wrap-
around exper ience a 
plus. Applicants should 
have a 3 years relevant 
experience.  Email re-
sume and cover letter 
to carey@restorative-
programs.org. Position 
open until filled. CRP is 
a EOE. (2/19)

CDL TRUCK DRIV-
ER needed in hay haul-
ing operation, Class A 
CLD in good standing, 
Drug testing required, 
Competitive payHome 
on most evenings and 
on weekends Please call 
719-588-4481 for more 
information(2-16)



221
HELP WANTED

SEEKING A PART-
TIME Family Advocate, 
with potential for full-
time at a later date. The 
Family Advocate is re-
sponsible for the engage-
ment, intake, assessment, 
internal triage, and case 
management for families 
seeking service at Ad-
elante Family Resource 
Center. The Family Ad-
vocate works with fami-
lies to create positive and 
long-term growth aimed 
to improve safety, sta-
bility, and self-efficacy 
by providing trauma-
informed, st rengths-
based, solution focused, 
and culturally responsive 
services. Duties include 
assisting with client goal 
setting. Service/referral/
resource navigation in 
the community, regular 
in-person visits at Ad-
elante, in family homes 
and in the community. 
Additional responsibili-
ties include collaboration 
with local community 
partners and other pro-
gram staff, data tracking, 
reporting and adherence 
to program grant require-
ments. Bachelor’s degree 
preferred with two years 
of experience working 
in the human serve field 
with direct client con-
tact. Bi-lingual a plus. 
Please send cover letter 
and resume to: HR, PO 
BOX 1235, Alamosa, CO 
81101 or email to hr@
lapuente.net (2/18)  

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks ap-
plicants for a General 
Labor I position in the 
Facilities Services De-
partment.  For applica-
tion or more information, 
please see https://www.
adams.edu/hr/employ-
ment/  Deadline is Febru-
ary 9, 2020. AA/EOE. 
(2/8)

H O S T / H O S T E S S 
NEEDED APPLY in 
person, at 506 State 
Street.  Rubi Slipper 
must be f lexible. No 
Phone calls. (2/15)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a Full Time 
Maintenance Worker 
I with a hiring salary 
of$14.42 – $15.86 per 
hour (DOQ), to provide 
routine maintenance 
tasks in and around the 
City Facilities.  Applica-
tions can be found online 
at www.cityofalamosa.
org under Employment 
or at the HR Department, 
300 Hunt Avenue, Ala-
mosa, Colorado. Closing 
date is February 13, 2020 
at 4:30 pm. (2/15 #2)

PART-TIME RECEP-
TIONIST NEEDED 
immediately. Need to be 
dependable. Bring re-
sume to Valley Courier, 
Attention Keith.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL District is cur-
rently accepting applica-
tions for a High School 
Spanish Teacher/ELL 
Director.  Applicants 
must have a current state 
certification/license or in 
the process of receiving a 
certification/license and 
enrolled in an educational 
program for completion 
or endorsement.  Applica-
tion forms are available at 
the district office located 
at 17523 E. Hwy 160 
Blanca, CO 81123 or on 
the District’s website at 
www.sierragrandeschool.
net   Applications may be 
submitted to Mr. Brandon 
Mizokami at bmizoka-
mi@sierragrandeschool.
net  For more informa-
tion please contact Mrs. 
DeAnn Arellano at 719-
379-3257.(2/22)   

THE CITY OF Alamosa 
is seeking a Full-Time 
Maintenance Worker II in 
the Streets Department to 
perform semi-skilled and 
skilled work in the con-
struction, modification, 
maintenance and repair 
of streets, curbs, gutters, 
sidewalks, storm drains, 
graffiti removal, and traf-
fic signs; and performs 
related work as assigned.   
The candidate must pos-
sess a High School Diplo-
ma or equivalent, a valid 
Colorado Class B Com-
mercial Driver License 
with an acceptable driv-
ing record, and the abil-
ity to frequently lift and 
carry equipment weigh-
ing over 50 lbs. Starting 
salary is $15.25 - $16.78 
per hour (DOQ), includ-
ing a comprehensive 
health benefits package, 
CO PERA retirement, 
and vacation, personal, 
and sick leave.  Applica-
tions can be found online 
at www.cityofalamosa.
org under Employment or 
at the Human Resources 
Department, 300 Hunt 
Avenue, Alamosa, Col-
orado. Closing date is 
February 10, 2020 at 4:30 
pm.(2/12)

MONTE VISTA AREA 
Ditch Companies seeking 
a ditch rider, experience 
preferred. Must have a 
valid CDL reliable trans-
portation, Welding capa-
bilities, able to run and 
maintain heavy equip-
ment. Salary based on 
experienced. Send re-
sume to 147 Washington 
St., Monte Vista Co 81144 
(2/21)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
DENTAL HYGIEN-
IST wanted.  Established 
practice in Alamosa, full 
time or part time.  Must 
have active license.  Send 
resume to PO Box 1841 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
(1/15-TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for a Middle School 
Math Teacher for the 
remainder of the 2019-20 
school year.  A complete 
list of desired qualifica-
tions and experience 
may be viewed on the 
district website.  Monte 
Vista School District of-
fers a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life coverage.  
Applications may be 
submitted to the District 
Office, 345 E. Prospect 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144, until the position 
is filled.  Applications 
may be downloaded 
from the district web-
site http://ww2.monte.
k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html or 
call 719-852-5996.(2/7)

THE ALAMOSA PO-
LICE Department is 
seeking a FT Police Of-
ficer, $19.86 per hour to 
join the Alamosa Police 
Department. Some du-
ties include, protecting 
the lives, health, wel-
fare, and property of 
individuals within the 
city limits by enforcing 
municipal, state, and 
federal statutes, ordi-
nances, and laws. For a 
full job description and 
to apply please visit the 
cityofalamosa.org. Open 
until filled. (3/3 #1)
TEMPORARY EX-
PERIENCED HEAD 
Cook-Monte Vista - (2+ 
yrs exp; references); 
Responsible for food 
preparation per to the 
Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans; must be fa-
miliar w/Colorado Retail 
Food Establishments 
Rules and Regs and cer-
tification Food Safety 
and Handling; super-
visory skills, cooks in 
large quantities; 5:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. M-F; For 
more information call 
719-589-4511. Applica-
tions and full job de-
scription available at 
South-Central Colorado 
Seniors, Inc., 1116 3rd 
St. Alamosa CO or call 
719-589-4511 for more 
information. (2/8)

WE ARE SEEKING 
a responsible, self moti-
vated, “preferably” expe-
rienced Dental Assistant 
to join our team at Hard-
ing Dental Group where 
our patients experience 
the difference  at the 
premiere dental practice 
in the San Luis Valley . 
Must be willing to travel 
to both office locations, 
South Fork and Alamo-
sa. Please email resumes 
to june@hardingdental-
group.com (2/7)

221
HELP WANTED

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
currently accepting ap-
plications for the 2019-
2020 School Year for 
the following positions: 
H igh  School  Track 
Coach, Middle School 
Wrestling Coach, and 
Middle School Baseball 
Coach. Applications are 
available online at www.
southconejos.com. Ap-
plications can be for-
warded to josh@south-
conejos.com. If you have 
questions/concerns you 
may contact the district 
office at 719.376.7001. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until the position 
is filled. South Conejos 
is an equal opportunity 
employer.(2/8)

C O M M U N I T Y 
BANKS OF Colorado 
is seeking a candidate to 
fill a Universal Banker 
position in our La Jara 
Banking Center.  If you 
have client service, sales 
and cash handling expe-
rience, we’d like to speak 
with you.  For position 
details and to apply, 
please visit www.nbh-
bank.com.  NBH Bank 
is an equal opportunity 
employer.(2/7)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY: Counseling, 
Career and Accessibility 
Services  Adams State 
University seeks ap-
plicants for Counseling 
Services Coordinator of 
Accessibility services. 
AAEOE. For more in-
formation visit: https://
www.adams.edu/hr/ad-
ministrative-positions/
(2/19)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM TARPED 
AND shedded grass 
hay 3x3 Bales 750 lbs. 
near Monte, CO. 719-
588-8506. Discounts for 
larger amounts.(2/25)

PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $8.00 in shed, 
$7.00 outside (719) 580-
2509. (02/19)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

330
FREE

BARN CATS CALL 
719-379-4179.(2/14)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

353 - FARM & 
LIVESTOCK SERVICES

P OW D E R  R I V E R 
CALF shoot .   Ca l l 
anytime 719-580-5745. 
(2/12) 

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

 MOBIL 10W 30 conven-
tional motor oil, $15.00 a 
case, have a bunch. 720-
384-5600(2/13)

RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro 
8000R Series #817508 
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable. 
Remote switch, roller 
fairlead. 719-852-2285 
(10/22-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

F OR A D OP T ION:  
4 little black puppies, 
part boxer. Males and 
females.  Call or come by 
Valley Humane League 
589-3385

F OR A D OP T ION: 
SUNSHINE! an ador-
able little black chihua-
hua mix.  She is a small 
lap dog and partially 
house trained.  She gets 
along with other dogs 
and cats.  Please call 
Valley Humane League 
for more information.  At 
this time she is in foster 
care but we can bring her 
to meet you at the shelter.  
589-3385

F O R  A D O P -
TION:   MIA  She is 
four months old and al-
ready very large.  She is 
part pyrenees and part 
border collie.  A wonder-
ful dog!  Valley Humane 
589-3385(2/14)

OOPS! GOT PUPPIES 
who need a home? San 
Luis Valley Animal Wel-
fare Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedicated 
to stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adoptable 
pets. Having pets altered 
is the number one way 
to stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has had 
puppies contact us. We 
will take the puppies 
into our rescue and spay 
the mama dog for free 
after the puppies are 
weaned. If needed we 
will also provide dog 
food & gas money to get 
the dogs to us to help in 
this situation. Spay/neu-
ter is one of the greatest 
gifts you can provide 
your pet, your family 
and your community. 
We have found good re-
sponsible homes for over 
8,000 animals. Contact 
719-587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

V A L L E Y  D O G 
TRAINING, Alamo-
sa. Obedience agility 
classes $50, 6 weeks 
719-379-4157 for in-
formation. (2/18)

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mous e r s?  Wa nt  t o 
adopt k it tens? Help 
trap/neuter/release ef-
for ts? Donate food/
lit ter/supplies? Low 
cost spay/neuter clinic 
for cats. http://www.
catsaliveslv.com 719-
298-7028. (TFN)

F R EE TO G OOD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BA R N CAT S. 
Spay/neuter cl in ics 
coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Don-
na K 719-589-5952 or 
719-580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY 
Cow hay and Wheat 
straw call 719-850-
1680. (2/7)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

FOR LEASE: 126 
acres under pivot for 
hemp, near Moffat , 
CO. Please Call (719) 
942-3286 or  ema i l 
kckennedy163@gmail.
com(3/3)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

1 BEDROOM GA-
RAGE carport fenced 
front and back yard, 
and workshop. $600/
Mo. 719-850-6055.
(2/25)

HOUSE IN ALAMO-
SA For Sale. 5 Bed-
rooms 2.5 Bathrooms 
call or text 719-496-
6795 or 719-480-0960. 
(2/20)

IN ALAMOSA, 206 
and 212 Bonney Dr. 
3 Bedrooms, 1 bath-
room. $140,000/ each 
OBO cal l 719-480-
3777. (2/18)

DEL NORTE COLO-
RADO, Rent To Own, 
3 Bedroom 2 Bath-
room $750/Mo. 719-
253-2978.(2/15)

2 HOMES/ 5.25 Acres, 
Trees!, 3 wells!, Extra 
electric System, Trees!, 
Corrals. $184,000.00 
970-640-9562.(3/13)

420 - LOTS & 
ACREAGE

25 ACRES AT Sangre 
de Cristo Ranches, with 
Elec. 200’ water well, 
Sangre de Cristo creek 
runs through it. 80 acres 
2 ½ miles west of San 
Acacio call Al Lopez 
719-588-2930 / 719-843-
0930.(2/25)

500
REUNIONS

BEAUTIFUL MOUN-
TAIN RANCH WED-
DING/REUNION SITE. 
Lodge w/kitchen, dining, 
sleeping; 9 guest cabins. 
719-580-2486.(2/13)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

BEAUTIFUL 4 BED-
ROOM Ranch house 
located near Monte Vista 
$1000/mo. call 719-588-
8506. (2/13)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

BEAUTIFUL NEWLY 
RENOVATED home 
for rent, great views 
of Mt. Blanca and The 
Sand Dunes. Attached 
garage, $1,150/Mo. 9 
miles east of Alamosa, 
No smoking. 719-588-
0304. (2/19)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM 1 Bath-
room propane and wood 
heat fenced yard room 
for livestock. 970-640-
9562.

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 
next to TSJC all utilities 
included 719-580-4689.
(2/14)

634 - ROOMMATE 
WANTED

MATURE WOMEN 
LOOKING for a female 
roommate to share a 3 
bedroom house. For in-
formation call 719-589-
6921 or 719-588-0813.
(2/19)

717
WATER SHARES

AUGM E N TAT IO N 
WATER SHARE of 
Middlemist water for 
s a le  719 -588 -322 4 . 
(2/28)

SLV IR R IGATION 
WELL Owners Inc. 
6000 gallons at $4.00 
per gallon. Call 719-
849-8197.(2/11)
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Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop
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Business in this 

SPACE
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Classifieds

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: I have 
never been in love before, 
and I have just learned the 
man I’m seeing is a former 
felon. It was nothing hav-
ing to do with sexual vio-
lence or killing anyone. I’m 
afraid if my family finds 
out, they will judge him. 
He works seven days a 
week and lives in a shelter 
because most places don’t 
want to rent to felons. He 
treats me good and takes 
me out for dinners. 

 Maybe I’m stupid for 
not being judgmental, but 
he’s a good person who has 
served his time for his 
crimes, and he’s still be-
ing punished. Are people 
like him not allowed to be 
in love and have families 
too? -- IN LOVE IN NE-
BRASKA

 DEAR IN LOVE: Peo-
ple make mistakes. People 
“like him” also fall in love, 
marry and have families. 
While there is bias against 
individuals with prison 
records, the fact that they 
served time does not guar-
antee they can’t go on to 
live successful lives after 
their release. Explain that 
to your family, and suggest 
they take the time to get to 
know him before jumping 
to conclusions and making 
any final judgments.

 DEAR ABBY: I’ve al-
ways been sensitive, but 
it has gotten worse since 
I became a mom a year 
ago. I dread watching or 
reading the news for fear 
of seeing a child, parent 

or animal has been hurt 
or mistreated. I’m a reli-
gious person, and I find 
myself asking God why 
bad things happen.

 I know the tragic stories 
tend to make the head-
lines, but how would you 
suggest I learn to still see 
the good in the world? I 
can’t quit seeing the news. 
We are inundated. I just 
wish the negativity of the 
world didn’t get to me like 
it does. Advice, Abby? -- 
SUPER SENSITIVE IN 
KENTUCKY

 DEAR SUPER SEN-
SITIVE: That you have 
recently become a mother 
and are responsible for a 
helpless little person may 
have something to do with 
your feelings. But please 
don’t judge the whole world 
or the people in it by the 
horror stories featured 
in the headlines, because 
they are misleading. Many 
people do positive things 
to help their neighbors 
and their communities 
that don’t make the news. 
Consequently, we hear 
less about them. 

 I combat feelings like 
those you are experienc-
ing by taking a “vacation” 
from reading or watching 
the news for a few days or 
a week when I think it is 
affecting me emotionally. 
I suggest you try it. Also, 
while your schedule as a 
new mother may be a busy 
one, if you can make the 
time, consider volunteer-
ing at your local library or 

a senior citizens’ center. If 
you do, it may help you feel 
less helpless, knowing you 
are not only doing some-
thing positive but also 
making a significant dif-
ference in someone else’s 
life.

 DEAR ABBY: I have 
been retired for a little 
more than a year, and I en-
joy it, except for one prob-
lem. My husband seems to 
think that since I’m home, 
I should be constantly 
busy -- cleaning, cooking, 
doing SOMETHING. He 
accuses me of being lazy. 
I think he may be jealous 
that I don’t work anymore. 
What do you think? -- RE-
TIREE IN GEORGIA

 DEAR RETIREE: I 
think you may have hit the 
nail on the head. Things 
might improve if you tell 
him less often how much 
you’re enjoying it.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Boyfriend’s prison record 
opens him up to judgment


