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CENTER — The Kiwan-
is Club of Center will be 
hosting its 64th annual 
Presidents’ Day Pancake 
Supper from 4:30-7 p.m. 
on Monday at the New 
Center School Cafeteria. 
The cost is $7 for adults 
and $4 for children, with 
those who are 6-under 
dining for free. Package 
sausage will be available 
for $4 per pound.   

Presidents 
Day pancake 

supper

ANTONITO—  Every-

one is invited to the Antonito 

Seniors Valentine’s Dance 
from 1-4 p.m. on Friday. There 

will be a $3 entrance fee and 
bring snack to share. Music 
by Bernal Maestas and Alex 
Lopez.

Valentine’s 
Day dance

■ See WILD page 3

CONEJOS—  A regular 
board meeting for the North 

Conejos School District Board 
of Education will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday at 
the District Administration 
Office in La Jara. Agendas 
are available at the District 
Administration Office, 17890 
US Highway 285, La Jara, 
Colorado, or on our web site 
www.northconejos.com.

NCSDBOD 
meets Tues.

ALAMOSA—  American 
Legion Valentine’s Sweet-
heart Bingo $1,199 must go. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
Bingo begins at 7 p.m. on 
Friday Everybody is welcome.

Valentine’s 
BINGO

ALAMOSA — Dating, laugh-
ter and romance for Valentine’s 
Day week. 

A perfect romantic treat. 
The Adams State University 

Theatre Department will be pre-
senting two one-act plays just 
in time for the heart-filled holi-
day. “Courting 101” and “Check 
Please” beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
nightly through Feb. 15, in the 
Xperimental Theatre.

“Check Please,”written by 
Jonathan Rand, and directed 
by Travis Romero, is about the 
absolute worst of dating and the 
absolute absurdity of the dating 
world. 

“Each character on stage is 
looking for love and they want 
to fall in love, but is love really 
worth it when the person across 

from you pretends you’re not 
even there,” Romero said. “Check 
Please” is a perfect, little comedy 
for your Valentine’s Day woes. 
Maybe a show about bad dates 
will help one find his or her per-
fect match.”

Romero’s favorite part of direct-
ing was working with like-minded 
people and creating good times in 
the space while working towards 
a shared goal. “Having these nine 
actors all together and all contrib-
uting was wonderful,” she added. 

“Courting 101,” written by 
Yuri Baranovsky, is directed by 
Madeline Bush. 

The one-act is a short, crisp 
play, whose plot includes a pro-
fessor lecturing about dating as 
he has two students act through 
absurd scenarios. 

“At the performances you will 
witness an evening of embar-
rassment during the worst dates 
possible and the laughter found 
in those moments,” Bush said. 
“During my four years here, the 
Adams State Theatre has rarely 
opened a second-semester season 
with such raucous comedies.”

 Bush appreciated the collabo-
ration with her cast. “My cast is 
one of the most cohesive I have 
ever worked with,” she said. 
“It has brought me great joy to 
work on this project and I hope 
you enjoy watching the show as 
much as I have enjoyed pulling 
it together.”

Linda Relyea, assistant director 
of Communications, Adams State 
University|public relations.

Take sweetie pie to a Valentine’s Day show
A perfect, romantic treat

Courtesy image

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The 
U.S. House of Representatives 
has approved legislation to    
permanently protect nearly                 
1.4 million acres of wilderness in 
Colorado, California and Wash-
ington.

The legislation, introduced 
by U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette (D-
CO), is the largest wilderness-
protection package the House has 
approved in more than a decade. 

It would permanently protect 

more than 660,000 acres of wil-
derness in DeGette’s home state 
of Colorado, 630,700 acres in 
California and 131,700 acres in 
Washington. 

The bill also adds nearly 1,000 
miles of river to the National Wild 
and Scenic River Systems.

“We have been working on 
this legislation for more than 20 
years,” DeGette said. “The areas 
that will be protected under this 
bill are some of the most beauti-

ful and pristine landscapes that 
our country has to offer. And by 
officially designating them as 
wilderness, as this bill does, we 
will finally be providing them 
the permanent protection they 
deserve.”

 The legislation, approved by a 
vote of 231-183, will provide the 
nearly 1.4 million acres of wil-
derness included in the bill with 
the highest level of permanent 
land protection available, ensur-

ing they remain untouched and 
available for future generations 
to enjoy.

By designating the areas as 
wilderness, they become perma-
nently protected from the threat 
of any future logging, mining, 
drilling, road building or any 
other type of development on 
that land. 

Instead, the untouched wil-
derness areas are preserved for 

House approves legislation to protect over 660,000 acres of Colorado land

DeGette safeguards wilderness

SAN LUIS VALLEY — There 
will be plenty of Valentine’s Day 
activities and trappings to be 
found across the San Luis Valley 
for 2020.

ALAMOSA
The SLV Brewing Company will 

host an evening of live comedy 
from Herron Entertainment LLC. 
at the Roast on  Friday evening 
from 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Accent on Flowers has special 
Valentine’s arrangements avail-
able, call 719-589-6272.

MONTE VISTA
Mountain View Restaurant 

will feature a special Valentine’s 
dinner entree selection. Call 719-
852-9919 for reservations.

SOUTH FORK
The Rio Grande Club and Resort 

will host a special five-course meal 
on Friday from 5-9 p.m. The event 
will feature music from the SLV 
Jazz Trio. Call 719-873-1995 for 
reservations. 

The Old Firehouse Restaurant 
will feature an Italian-themed 
dinner from 5-8 p.m. All dishes 
will be prepared with made from 
scratch sauces. The dessert will 
be Panna Cotta served with sliced 
sweetened strawberries. Make 
reservations early by calling 719-
873 0169.

CREEDE 
Cabin Fever Daze

Presidents’ Day Weekend – Feb. 
14-17

The town of Creede hosts its 

Valentine’s Day 
’20 SLV Schedule

Courtesy photo

■ See EVENTS page 3

ALAMOSA — Jaclyn (Gabbel) 
Hurst has declared her candidacy 
for Alamosa County Clerk and 
Recorder.

Hurst said: “She is ready to step 
up, lead the office, and serve her 
county in a bigger way.” 

She brings over 11 years of ex-
perience, working in the clerk and 
recorder’s offices; in Rio Grande 
County for five years and currently 
in Alamosa County since 2013. As 
a woman of integrity, she wants 
to continue to lead the office in a 
positive direction, building upon 
the foundation her predecessor 
left. She feels there is always room 
for improvement when working 
for the county and while serving 
the public.

Hurst considers herself a “Val-
ley girl.” She moved to the Valley 
when she was three years old with 
her mom, Debora, and her brother, 
Jared Gabbel. 

Hurst graduated from Alamosa 
High School. She was active in 
4-H and FFA. In 2002, she was 
crowned Miss Ski-Hi Stampede 
Queen where she promoted the 
sport of rodeo throughout the 
Colorado. After high school, she 
attended Northeastern Junior 
College in Sterling, where she 
earned her Associate’s degree.

Customer service is important 
to Hurst. She does her best to re-
late to each customer and treats 
each one with respect while fol-
lowing “rules and statues.” She 
has experience working under 
three different clerks’ manage-
ment styles. She is familiar and 
does well with time management, 
meeting deadlines and paying 
attention to detail. Through the 
years, she has strengthened her 
skills in the industry by becoming 
a certified registrar for birth and 
death records. In addition, Hurst 

has successfully completed sev-
eral certified courses to attain and 
maintain her certification in elec-
tion training. She gives credit to 
the astounding examples taught 
by her mother and brother while 
growing up. 

Hurst stays active in her comby 
attending events and supporting 
local groups. She is looking for-
ward to serving the community 
as Alamosa County Clerk.

Report courtesy of Hurst.

Hurst running to be Alamosa 
County Clerk and Recorder

Jaclyn (Gabbel) Hurst

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
Rotary Club is pleased to an-
nounce that Andy Rice will speak 
at noon on Monday at Juanito’s 
Restaurant, 1019 6th Street. 

And Rice stays busy planning, 
organizing, directing, and su-
pervising all activities and staff 
in the Parks and Recreation 
Department, which includes the 
Recreation Division, Parks Divi-
sion, City Ranch, Cemetery, and 
Library. 

Come hear updates about all of 
these City departments.

To find out more about Rotary 
International, visit www.rotary.
org.  For more information about 
the Alamosa Rotary Club, visit 
its Facebook page or contact club 
president Chris Quintana at 
chris.quintana@slvfed.com. The 
club meets at noon Mondays at 
Juanito’s in Alamosa and every-
one is welcome to attend.

Alamosa Rotary 
Club presents Rice 
at Juanito’s Monday
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Record
ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at from 
5-6:30 p.m. in Alamosa. For 
more info call Vicki Jones 
at 852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Order 
of The Eastern Star, meets 
on the first and third Mon-
days, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Alamosa Masonic Hall, 512 
San Juan Ave.  Call Sharon 
at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 Main 
St. in Alamosa. Pregnant 
and nursing women are 
welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-

OBITUARIES

CHAMA—Chama resi-
dent Adriano Sanchez, 73, 
passed away peacefully 
Feb. 12, 2020. 

Adriano Sanchez, 73

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 
or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.ala-
mosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 
the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of 
the submitting party, an additional fee will be 
assessed.

Arrangements are pend-
ing and  have been en-
trusted to Romero Valley 
Funeral Home of San Luis.

mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Amanda 
Wilkinson, 719-589-2564 
or email amanda@alamo-
sastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restaurant 
in Alamosa the first and 
third Tuesdays at noon. 
Contact the club at ala-
mosaoptimistclub@ gmail.
com or President Dawn 
Melgares at 719-580-0178. 
Visitors and new members 
are welcome.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-

SAN LUIS VALLEY — 
La Jara resident Wayne 
“Babo” Carter Thomas, 
58, passed away on Feb. 
10, 2020 at the Sky Ridge 
Medical Center in Lone 
Tree surrounded by his 
wife and loving family.

Wayne was born on 
Feb. 16 in Alamosa to Le-
land and Deanna Carter 
Thomas.  He married his 
wife of more than 36 years, 
Debbie Baetge, on June 4, 
1983 and they were sealed 
for time and all eternity 
in the St. George, Utah, 
Temple.  

Wayne worked for many 
years helping his family on 
their ranch. Following his 
graduation from Adams 
State College he became 
a teacher and taught for 
several years in Antonito, 
Centauri and most of his 
working career was spent 
as a teacher and coach at 
Sangre de Cristo School in 
Mosca. He coached foot-
ball, basketball, and track 
for many years.  He enjoyed 
every minute spent with 
his students and athletes. 
He was an avid Dallas 
Cowboys and BYU football 
fan. His latest endeavor 
following his retirement 
from teaching was work-
ing for the Conejos County 
Hospital in admissions and 
serving as a temple worker 
in the Albuquerque, N.M., 
Temple.  

Wayne loved horses 
and four wheeling about 
the countryside. He also 
enjoyed traveling with his 
wife Debbie and seeing all 
the sights. His favorite trip 
being his recent return to 
Italy where he served a 
two-year mission for The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. Most 
importantly, he loved 
spending time with his 
family and especially his 
grandchildren, who he 
loved dearly. He was af-
fectionately referred to by 
all of his grandchildren 
and many extended fam-
ily members as “Babo.”  
Wayne had an interest in 
history and had a great 
deal of stories to share 
about history with just 
about anyone.  

Wayne is survived by 
his wife, Debbie of La 
Jara; his children, Deslie 
(Milo) Medina of La Jara, 
Trevor (Ashlee) Thomas of 
Twin Falls, Idaho, Randi 
(Devin) Billman of Herri-
man, Utah; Jordan (David) 
Romero of Denver; Travis 
(Kirsten) Thomas of North 
Salt Lake, Utah; and Ter-
eza (Clayton) Thomas of 
Eagle Mountain, Utah; 
his grandchildren: Collin, 
Paislyn, Railey, Anistan, 
Jr., Lynix, Jesse, Kenzie, 
Sawyer, Aria, Rylnn, Hen-
lee and Khloe; his broth-
ers and sisters, Marvin 
(Sandi) Thomas, Ranae 
(Bennett) Greene, Rochelle 
(Ben) Anderson, Trenna 
(Adam) Santos, Charlotte 
(Nathan) Coombs and Russ 
(Nicole) Thomas; as well as 
a host of nieces, nephews 
and extended family and 
friends.  

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Leland and 
Deanna, and his father-in-
law Howard Baetge.

Visitations will be held 
from 6-8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
14 and from 9:30–10:30 
a.m. Saturday Feb. 15, 
both at the Manassa 3rd 
Ward Church.  

A funeral service will 
be held 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 15, 2020, also at the 
Manassa 3rd Ward of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.  

Interment will follow 
services in the Manas-
sa-Romeo Cemetery in 
Manassa.  

Rogers Family Mortuary 
is in care of the arrange-
ments. 

To leave online condo-
lence, words of comfort or 
stories for Wayne’s family, 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com

Wayne ‘Babo’ 
Carter Thomas, 58 

PENDING OBITUARY

SAN LUIS — Colorado 
Springs and former San 
Luis resident Dyami Bran-
don Maestas, 35, went 
peacefully to his eternal 
rest on Feb. 8, 2020 after 
a long battle with his Type 
1 diabetes. 

Dyami was born on 
July 25, 1984 in Colorado 
Springs, the son of Huberto  
J. Maestas and Dana Val-
dez Maestas.

After graduating from 
Sierra Grande High School 
in 2003, he went on to at-
tend the Colorado Art In-
stitute where he excelled at 
his studies in the Culinary 
Arts field. 

After completing school 
he worked at many differ-
ent restaurants on the 16th 
Street Mall in Denver. 

Dyami was an excep-
tional and fun loving son, 
brother, uncle, cousin and 
friend who enjoyed cook-
ing, playing video games, 
attending cosplay conven-
tions, watching anime, and 
designing and making cos-
tumes and accessories for 
himself and other cosplay 
friends.  

He was a very artistic, 
creative person who loved 
sculpting, experimenting 
with recipes and making 
delicious meals. He made 
the best homemade Mac 
and cheese and his spe-
cialty was menudo. 

He loved spending time 
with his niece, nephews, 
friends and family. 

He will live on through 
his parents Huberto and 
Dana Maestas of San 
Luis; sister, Bianca Mae-
stas (Sergey Bagdasrov) 
of Denver/Twin Falls, 
Idaho; brothers, Derrick 

Dyami Brandon Maestas, 35

Maestas (Genelle Benker) 
of Seattle; Aubin Maestas 
of Alamosa; niece, Soleil 
Maestas; nephews, Amyas 
Maestas and Cypress 
Maestas; his best friend 
since grade school and 
roommate, Allen Crow 
of Colorado Springs. He 
is also survived by many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends. 

Dyami was preceded 
in death by his maternal 
grandparents, Evan and 
Louisa Valdez; paternal 
grandparents, Donald 
and Olivia Maestas; uncle, 
Matthew Lynn Valdez; 
cousins, Adrianna Luz 
Valdez and Thalia Feliz 
Garcia. 

A vigil service with reci-
tation of the rosary will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 15, 
2020 at 1 p.m. at Sangre De 
Cristo Catholic Church in 
San Luis. 

A memorial mass will fol-
low at 1:30 p.m. Inurnment 
will be held at a later date. 

To leave online condo-
lences, please visit romero-
funeralhomes.com. The 
care of arrangements have 
been entrusted to Romero 
Funeral Home of San Luis. 

Camilo Mansanarez, 90, 
passed from this world 
into God’s kingdom, on 
Monday, Feb. 10, 2020 
at Homelake Veterans 
Center. 

Camilo was born on 
July 15, 1929 to Manuel 
and Theodora (Martinez) 
Mansanerez. 

At 21, he married the 
love of his life, Beatrice 
Valdez. Together they 
raised their two daughters 
and one son.

Camilo is survived by 
his wife, of 70 years, Bea; 
daughters, Rosalyn (Jo-
seph) Velasquez and Linda 
(Anthony) Cherry; brother, 
Levi Mansanarez; grand-
children, Jodi Velasquez, 
Joel Velasquez, Amanda 
(Tommy) Espinoza Velas-
quez, Vanessa (Luis) Bri-
nez, Davis Lee (Logan) 
Mansanarez, and Cameron 
Mansanarez (Tanner Nel-
son); great-granchildren, 
Matthew, Adrian, Leilani, 
Jediah, Faith, Wyatt, and 
Sebastian; and great-
great-granddaughter, Ol-
ivia; along with numerous 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends. 

He was proceeded in 
death by his parents Man-
uel and Theodora; son, 
David Kelley; and sib-
lings, Isaac Mansanarez, 
Virginia Martinez, Clara 
Jimenez, Fred Mansanarez 
and Alice Lopez.

Cam was a veteran of 
the Korean War, serving 
as a construction engineer, 
specializing in restoring 
destroyed buildings. He 
also served a tour during 
the occupation of Japan 
following World War II.

Cam owned and oper-
ated the J2C Auto Repair 
Shop, along with his broth-
ers-in-law, John and Alex 
Valdez, for many years. 
He then was employed as 
a construction engineer 
at Homelake Veterans 
Center. During his lifetime 
he built his own home, 
became an accomplished 
professional artist, mas-
tering all mediums of art 
and silversmithing. He 
taught silversmithing at 
the Monte Vista Commu-
nity School and taught art 
at the Rio Grande County 
Museum.

Although Cam lost his 
eyesight in 2006, he contin-

ued to paint from memory. 
In 2013, he entered an art 
contest sponsored by the 
National Veterans Art 
Association. His first-place 
award sent his painting to 
Washington, D.C., to be 
hung in the U.S. Capitol 
Building.

Cam was a loving, kind, 
generous man, who loved 
visits from his grand-
children, family gather-
ings, the outdoors, the 
mountains, aspen trees, 
gambling and dancing. His 
family will miss his loving 
presence, dinner prayer 
and quick wit.

In celebration of his life, 
a memorial mass will be 
held at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Monte Vista on 
Feb. 18, 2020 at 10 a.m. 

Burial to follow at the 
Homelake Veterans Cen-
ter Cemetery in Monte 
Vista.

 The family of Cam would 
like to express sincere ap-
preciation to the Monte 
Vista Ambulance, Alamosa 
Regional Medical Center 
and Homelake Veterans 
Center for the compas-
sionate and loving care 
he received while at these 
facilities.

 Rogers Family Mortu-
ary in Monte Vista is in 
care of the arrangements. 
To offer condolences or 
words of strength for the 
family, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com. In lieu 
of flowers, please make a 
donation to your preferred 
Diabetes Foundation. Do-
nations can be made in care 
of the mortuary.

Camilo Mansanarez, 90

port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@hot-
mail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen Mill-
er, 719-873-5466 or email 
mkmillermink@aol.com 

MONTE VISTA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon at the  
Chamber of Commerce, 947 
1st Avenue, Monte Vista. 
Call the Southern Colorado 
office at 719-372-5985.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. Weigh-
in is at 5:30 p.m. with an 
informative meeting at 
6:15. Anyone interested in 
having weight loss support 
is welcome to attend a free 
meeting or call Doris at 
589-6396 for more infor-
mation.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer is 
welcome. Call Suzi at 719-
588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Alamosa 
Public Library at 6:30 p.m. 
Contact Stephen Jensen at 
379-0001 or slvphotoste-
phen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Families 
Healing Families is a com-
munity-based organization 
that provides support and 
resources for families af-
fected by the impact of sub-
stance abuse. They meet on 
the third Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Senior Citizens 
Center at 92 Rio Grande 
Ave. (on the north end of 
Cole Park) in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Cam-
pus Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Alamosa, 
is held on Thursdays at 5:15 
p.m. Everyone is invited. 
Contact Candace Knowlan 
805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress management 
and spiritual growth, is 
held at 10:45 a.m. the sec-
ond Sunday of the month 
at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Parish Hall, 607 Fourth St., 
Alamosa, with Mountain 
Institute, A Kriya, Medi-
tation & Lamplighting 
School. Contact Martin at 
575-758-5876 or talentolo-
cal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breast feeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 

OBITUARIES

is a group for anyone inter-
ested in fiber arts: knitting, 
crocheting, weaving and 
spinning. We work on our 
individual projects, some-
times do projects together 
and learn from each other. 
We meet the fourth Satur-
day of every month from 
1 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. at 
757 County Rd. 29, .Monte 
Vista. Call or email Wanda 
Couzens-Smith for more 
information at (719) 852-
5000 or wcouzenssmith@
gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meetings 
are every first and third 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. (except 
June, July and August) 
at the Alamosa Masonic 
Lodge, Main and San Juan.

ALAMOSA — A Caregiv-
ers Support Group meets at 
First United Methodist 
Church, 2005 Mullins, Ala-
mosa, on the first Monday 
of every month. For more 
information, call 589-2243.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Toastmasters meets on 
Mondays at noon at The 
Bridge in Alamosa at 3407 
Carroll Street. Participants 
will find a supportive learn-
by-doing environment that 
allows them to achieve 
their goals at their own 
pace. Call (719) 588-5127.

ALAMOSA – The GFWC 
Woman's Citizenship Club 
of Alamosa meets on the 
second Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email: 
womanscitizenshipclub@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many different 
genres, the Sophia Circle 
meets weekly to provide 
support for writers and 
their writing projects in 
the downstairs conference 
room at the Colorado Wel-
come Center at Alamosa, 
6th and State on Sundays 
from 1-3 p.m.. Writers may 
drop in on any meeting. 
Bring copies of the work you 
want to share. Call Holly at 
719-588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. at 
the Grizzly Training Cen-
ter, Alamosa. There will be 
refreshments and childcare 
provided. Contact Jennifer 
McCoy-Hanna at Tu Casa, 
Inc. 719-589-2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief sup-
port group meets the first 
Tuesday of every month 
at 300 Hunt at the Ala-
mosa Public Library from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. For more 
information, call Liz Hood, 
580-3697.
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■ Continued from Page 1

the public’s benefit and 
enjoyment — whether it 
be for hiking, horseback 
riding, rafting, kayaking, 
hunting, fishing, camping 
or some other popular form 
of outdoor recreation.

Studies have shown that 
preserving wilderness 
lands for the public to use 
often provides a direct eco-
nomic boost to the nearby 
economies.

According to the Colo-
rado Office of Economic 
Development, Colorado’s 
outdoor recreation indus-
try generates $28 billion 
in consumer spending 
every year in the state; 
and supports more than 
229,000 jobs. Nationally, 
the industry is responsible 
for generating $887 billion 
in consumer spending each 
year.

 Specifically, the legisla-
tion — known as the Pro-
tecting America’s Wilder-
ness Act — would protect: 

w 660,000 acres in 36 
areas across Colorado. 
Unlike many of the high-
elevation wilderness land-
scapes that have the focus 
of previous land-protection 
bills, DeGette’s legislation 
seeks to protect more of 
Colorado’s mid-elevation 
ecosystems that serve 
as critical habitats for 
a variety of plants and 
wildlife, and are often 
used by Coloradans for a 
wide-range of outdoor rec-
reation activities. While 
more than two-thirds of 
the areas to be protected 
in Colorado are already 
being treated as wilder-
ness areas, by officially 
designating them as such, 
DeGette’s bill will provide 
them the permanent pro-
tection they deserve.  The 

legislation will protect 
36 unique areas across 
the state, including the 
Handies Peak, Dolores 
River Canyon and Little 
Bookcliffs. More informa-
tion on the areas to be 
protected in Colorado is 
available here.

w 312,500 acres in North-
west California. The leg-
islation will expand nine 
existing wilderness areas 
in Northwest California 
and establish eight new 
ones. It would also add 480 
river miles to the National 
Wild and Scenic River 
System. The areas to be 
protected in Northern 
California were originally 
included in legislation 
Rep. Jared Huffman (D-
CA) introduced last year 
(H.R. 2250). 

 w 287,500 acres in 
Central California. The 
legislation will create two 
new potential wilderness 
areas and two new scenic 
areas in the Los Padres 
National Forest and Car-
rizo Plain National Monu-
ment. It would also create 
a 400-mile hiking trail to 
connect the wilderness 
areas in the southern 
and northern portions 
of the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest. The areas 
to be protected in Central 
California were originally 
included in legislation 
Rep. Salud Carbajal (D-
CA) introduced last year 
(H.R. 2199). 

 w 30,700 acres in South-
ern California. The leg-
islation will expand the 
San Gabriel Mountains 
National Monument, es-
tablish a new National 
Recreation Area, and 
designate approximately 
30,659 acres as wilder-
ness. It would also add 
approximately 45.5 river 
miles to the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System. 

The areas to be protected 
in Southern California 
were originally included 
in legislation Rep. Judy 
Chu (D-CA) introduced 
last year (H.R. 2215).

w 191,000 acres in 
Southern California. The 
legislation would expand 
the existing Santa Monica 
Mountains National Rec-
reation Area by adding 
191,000 acres of the Rim 
of the Valley Corridor. 
The area to be protected 
was originally included 
in legislation Rep. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA) introduced 
last year (H.R. 1708).

 w 131,900 acres in 
Washington State. The 
legislation would desig-
nate 126,544 acres on the 
Olympic Peninsula as wil-
derness and another 5,346 
as potential wilderness. 
It would be the first new 
wilderness designation in 
Olympic National Forest 
in nearly 30 years. The 
bill would also add an 
additional 464 river miles 
to the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Systems. 
The areas to be protected 
in Washington were origi-
nally included in legisla-
tion Rep. Derek Kilmer 
(D-WA) introduced last 
year (H.R. 2642). 

DeGette, who has been 
working to permanently 
protect public lands in her 
state for more than two 
decades, introduced the 
now-approved legislation 
(H.R. 2546) in May 2019. 
At that time, the bill was 
known as the Colorado 
Wilderness Act, and it 
sought to protect more 
than 600,000 acres of wil-
derness in 32 areas across 
Colorado.

After being approved 
by the House Natural 
Resources Committee 
in November, DeGette 
agreed to amend her sole-

ly-Colorado-focused legis-
lation to incorporate five 
other land-protection bills 
that were being sought by 
members from California 
and Washington. She also 
renamed it, from the Colo-
rado Wilderness Act to 
the Protecting America’s 
Wilderness Act, to reflect 
the broader reach of the 
amended bill.

Prior to its final ap-
proval on the House floor, 
DeGette offered — and 
the House approved — an 
amendment to add four 
more areas in Colorado 
to her bill. The additional 
areas were Colorado’s 
Diamond Breaks, Papoose 
Canyon, North Ponderosa 
Gorge and South Pon-
derosa Gorge – bringing 
the total number of areas 
to be protected in Colorado 
to 36 and the total number 
of acres in her state to 
660,000.

 DeGette’s decades-long 
effort to protect Colorado’s 
wilderness started shortly 
after she was first elected 
to Congress.

In 1998, DeGette was 
approached by a group of 
concerned citizens who 
had been working for 
years to identify un-
touched areas through-
out the state that could 
qualify for a wilderness 
designation. DeGette has 
been working hand-in-
hand with the group 
ever since they first met 
— as well as with count-
less other residents and 
community leaders from 
across the state — to craft 
the legislation that the 
House approved today.

 While DeGette has 
introduced various ver-
sions of the Colorado 
Wilderness Act in every 
Congress since 1999, this 
is the first time it has 
been voted on by the full 

House. Now that it’s been 
approved, it will soon head 
to the Senate where De-
Gette is already working 
closely with lawmakers 
there in an effort to make 
sure it’s included in any 
land-protection package 
the chamber may consider 
this year.

wild weekend of eccentric 
mountain fun. Events 
include night skating and 
bonfires, curling competi-
tions, art gallery openings 
and live improv theatre 
and more.

Friday 
6-11 p.m., Winter Gala: 

Prime Rib Dinner & Dance 

(MCFA) Elk’s Lodge 
Saturday

Quiller Gallery: 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., open

Main Street: 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., Ice Sculptures 
(weather permitting)

Silver Ice Park: 10 a.m. 
-4 p.m., Creede Curling 
(weather permitting)

C. Waters Gallery:  2- 
4 p.m. , Artists Demos; 
Variations on a Theme: 
Cabins

VCMUF (Old Gym): 4 - 
6:15 p.m.    Kids Activities 
(donation)

Ruth Theatre: 5 p.m.,                   
Boomtown ($10)

Ruth Theatre 7 p.m.                    
Boomtown ($10)

Sunday
Quiller Gallery 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., open
6 Mile Flats: 10 a.m. 

Nordic Ski Lesson & 
Fun Session; All Levels 
Welcome (weather permit-

ting) Meet in the Parking 
Lot (Hwy. 149 & Middle 
Creek Road)

Ruth Theatre noon-4 
p.m., Free Lecture/Film 
Series, “Steve Quiller:” 
The Making of a Mural,” 
Short Film by Allison 
Quiller;   Ramona Weber: 
The Role of Women in the 
1890s 

Headwaters Alliance: 
The Night Sky & You, 
Michael and Shelley Dee, 

International Travelers; 
“Journeys to the Evil Axis: 
Being a Tourist in Syria, 
Iran, and North Korea” — 
followed by Q&A  

Kip’s Grill has a special 
menu planned for Friday 
from 3-9 p.m. Live music 
with Bo De Pena is set for 
Sunday.

Rare Things Gallery 
will feature a 25% off 
sale during the weekend’s 
activities.

Events
■ Continued from Page 1

ALAMOSA —  The 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints will 
hold its semi-annual Stake 
Conference on Saturday-
Sunday.

It will be held at the 
Alamosa Stake Center at 
927 Weber Drive.

The General Adult ses-
sion will take place at 6 
p.m. on Saturday and the 
Priesthood Leadership 
session will be held at 8 
a.m. on Sunday, and the 
General Session, which 
will be broadcast into the 
Church of Jesus Christ  of 
Latter-Day Saints build-
ing located at 3rd and 
Richardson, also will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Sunday.

All are welcome to at-
tend.

LDS church 

hosts Stake 

Conference

ALAMOSA — The Ad-
ams State University 
Board of Trustees will meet 
today-Friday in Denver. 
Members of the public 
can listen to the public 
proceedings by phoning 
877-820-7831; pass code 
2818138#.

Trustees meet 

in Denver

ALAMOSA — The Ala-
mosa Food Bank is seeking 
donations of canned beans. 
If able, please bring dona-
tions to 513 6th St. Mon-
day-Friday from noon–4 
p.m.

Donate canned 

beans Mon.-Fri.

ALAMOSA — The 
Alamosa Rotary Club 
is pleased to announce 
that Jim Clare, manager 
of the San Luis Valley 
Regional Landfill, will 
speak on Monday March 
2  at noon at Juanito’s 
Restaurant, 1019 6th 
Street. 

Jim started working 
for the SLVRSWA July 
of 2012. 

He retired from the 
San Luis Valley Rural 
Electric Cooperative with 
37 years of service. 

His background includ-
ed many areas of service 
along with purchasing 

agent, regulatory compli-
ance officer, substation 
tech, operations manager 
and consumer relations 
manager. 

Jim Clare believes the 
SLVRSWA is an impor-
tant industry for the 
Valley region and wants 
to make the operation an 

improved and continued 
success. He believes the 
future for solid waste will 
have many new changes 
from recycling to energy 
use.

To find out more about 
Rotary International, 
visit www.rotary.org.  

For more information 

about the Alamosa Ro-
tary Club, visit our Face-
book page or contact club 
president Chris Quin-
tana at chris.quintana@
slvfed.com. 

The club meets at noon 
Mondays at Juanito’s in 
Alamosa and everyone is 
welcome to attend.

Claire set to speak at Juanito’s on March 2

Courtesy photo

Pictured above are some of the recipients of the 2019 Spirit of Giving Program. Each year San Luis Valley Federal Bank Board of 
Directors approves $30,000 to be split among all the bank member’s favorite non-profit organizations within the San Luis Valley. 
Each account that is with SLVFB will count as one vote. This year, SLVFB had 165 non-profits receive a portion of the donation with 
each vote valuing at $10.89. From Thanksgiving to Christmas, votes were collected. To find out the 2019 results, please visit https://
www.slvfed.com/2019-spirit-of-giving/.

Spirit of Giving Program on display
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Opinion
To submit news, email:

news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy
Letters are welcome and encouraged. 

All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

■ GOVERNOR
Governor Jared Polis (D), State Capi-

tol Building Room 136, 200 East Colfax, 

Denver CO 80203; (303) 866-2471; Fax 

(303) 866-2003.

 ■ STATE HOUSE
Donald Valdez (D), Colorado State 

Representative, District 62, 200 E Colfax, 

Room 307, Denver, CO 80203; phone: 
303-866-2916; email:Donald.valdez.
house@state.co.us

 ■ STATE SENATE
Larry Crowder (R),  Colorado State 

Senator, District 35, 200 E Colfax, Denver, 

CO 80203; phone: 303-866-4875 capitol, 

719-850-2459 cell; email: larry.crowder.

senate@state.co.us

■ U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Scott Tipton (R)  Regional Office — 719-

587-5105; 719-587-5137 (fax); Washington, 

DC — 326 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC 

20515; 202-225-4761; 202-226-9669 (fax); 

http://tipton.house.gov

■ U.S. SENATE
Michael Bennet (D) SLV Regional Of-

fice, 609 Main Street, Suite 110,  Alamosa 

81101; Phone: 587-0096; Fax: 587-0098; 

Washington office — 458 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington DC 20510; DC 

Phone: 202-224-5852; bennet.senate.gov

Cory Gardner (R), Regional Office, 503 

N Main Street, Ste, 426, Pueblo, 719-543-

1324, fax:  202-228-7174; Washington 

office: 354 Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington DC 20510; 202-224-5941

Write them
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God 
bless 

America ...
HOLLYWOOD —  Chris Matthews 

and James Carville sounded the alarm 
to fellow Democrats on Monday about 
big government socialists. 

The same day Trump’s proposed bud-
get was bigger than any budget ever 
proposed by any Democrat president. 
And the winner of the 2020 presidential 
race goes to ... Parasite!

Hollywood’s Nokia Theater was the 
site of the Oscars 
telecast, however 
the after-parties 
were held 3 miles 
west in West Hol-
lywood. This is the 
one town in L.A. 
where it’s always 
after-party time. 
The sign at the city 
limits reads, En-
tering West Hol-
lywood — It Only 
Seems Kinky the 
First Time!

The  Academy 
Awards telecast on ABC live from 
Hollywood Sunday night attracted the 
lowest TV ratings in the history of the 
awards show. The movie stars are fast 
losing touch with reality. It wasn’t until 
Joaquin Phoenix gave his acceptance 
speech did I realize that The Joker 
was a bio-pic.

President Trump enjoyed a huge 
campaign rally in New Hampshire 
on Monday. He debunked a fake pho-
tograph of him that’s circulating on 
social media, which shows him with a 
burnt-orange face and a slicked-back 
hair-do. It makes Trump look like he’s 
running for Prime Minister of Canada.

Elizabeth Warren promised New 
Hampshire voters a pay raise for 
schoolteachers Monday. On Friday, 
a Maryland teacher was arrested 
for having sex with her 16-year-old 
male student inside her car. It’s to 
our nation’s shame that teachers are 
so underpaid they can’t even afford a 
motel room.

The New Hampshire primary vote 
count ran into the night Tuesday with 
Democratic Socialist Bernie Sanders 
in the lead. Bernie called for the na-
tionwide legalization of marijuana, but 
he did not mention cocaine or heroin. 
Who knew Bernie was the conservative 
alternative to Democrats?

President Trump submitted his 
proposed federal budget to the House 
of Representatives, which was 1,000 
pages long. 

Nancy Pelosi immediately cut it in 
half. President Trump and Nancy Pe-
losi are inseparable, in fact last week 
it took four Secret Service agents and 
a dog to pull them apart.

President Trump fired two NSA 
staffers and a State Department envoy 
who testified against his Ukraine call. 
The Deep State hates him. It may have 
escaped the president’s attention that 
NASA didn’t start looking for other 
planets that could support human life 
until Trump was elected president.

The National Distillers Association 
reported that a tequila maker in New 
York is distilling the world’s first 
Kosher tequila, and it’s called Agave. 

All the details are in order. The 
kosher tequila is blessed by a rabbi, 
and it carries an Orthodox seal, and 
the worm inside the bottle is Bernie 
Madoff.

The Wall Street Journal says the 
Mormon Church has quietly amassed 
a $100 billion investment fund. The 
article didn’t reveal the name of the 
investment broker who landed the 
Mormon investment fund. However if 
Mitt Romney has a son named Hunter, 
my money’s on him.

The New York Post reported that 
Prince Harry and Meghan gave a 
paid speech at JP Morgan Alternative 
Investment Conference in Florida last 
week. 

Their speaking fee was reported to 
be between $500 and $1 million dol-
lars. The topic was The Importance 
of Free Speech.

Buckingham Palace announced that 
Prince Andrew’s 16th birthday party 
will not be a big party or a public 
celebration. For the last 40 years, 
Andrew has been the one Royal whose 
photographs made him appear to be the 
happiest of all the Queen’s children. 
And now we know why.

The Rolling Stones released the 
itinerary of their 15-city spring and 
summer tour of North America on 
Monday, which will begin in San Diego 
in April and end in St. Louis in July. 
The press release also revealed that 
Keith Richards has quit smoking. No 
word on who finally put him out.

Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at 
Argus@ArgusHamilton.com.

No one made the call for me
The Light. Part 2.
Have you ever wondered why some kids 

like me behave so badly, why they’re out 
of control, don’t pay 
attention and are just 
impossible?

The alcohol/drug 
use of each parent 
is a factor. And, the 
mother’s neonatal use 
of alcohol and drugs 
while pregnant with 
the baby result in 
brain damage, if the 
baby survives. 

He/she will have 
a myriad of life-long 
problems including, 
but not limited to, 
damaged cognitive processing, inability 
to focus, speech impediment, lack of self-
control and an inability to think clearly. 

Unless someone intervenes after the 
baby’s birth, the baby/child will also have 
years on end, multiple levels and layers 
of abuse/neglect, aka trauma (see below). 
Life for kids like me with an addict par-
ent is hell on earth. 

I was incomprehensibly neglected and 
abused emotionally, verbally, mentally 
and physically by Sarah, her addict/
abusive/pedophile “fiancé,” and by my 
stepfather. 

But I didn’t demonstrate bad behavior 
because of the abuse I endured. 

I was the kid who was afraid to look 
at anyone, afraid to say anything, and 
I couldn’t concentrate in school because 
everything was a blur. 

I was the kid who stared out the class-
room window wondering if there would 
be food at “home” that night, wondering 
if Sarah’s “fiance” would abuse me that 
night, and praying I would be able to 

protect myself and my baby sister from 
him. I remember praying that the air-
less, air mattress my baby sister and 
I huddled together on in our sub-zero 
temperature “bedroom” would transform 
into a magic carpet and fly us out the 
window to grandma. 

I remember praying my teacher, or 
someone, would look into my eyes and see 
what I was thinking, “Help me! Please, 
help me!” 

Life with Sarah included being dragged 
through multiple states, towns and 
schools. Alamosa Elementary fourth 
grade was my 16th school, aka — the 
child is hopelessly, continuously dragged 
through the wreckage of the parent’s 
addiction lifestyle.

I believe with all my heart that God put 
Mrs. Alicia Romero in Alamosa Elemen-
tary fourth grade just for me. She was my 
teacher and my angel until God helped 
my grandma find us and got me and my 
baby sister back with her. I will always 
love Mr. and Mrs. Romero. That’s the way 
it’s supposed to be. A teacher is supposed 
to be a safe person for a kid like me, 
rather than a bully who humiliates kids 
in front of an entire classroom, like my 
OMS sixth-grade, so-called “teacher”did 
to me. When a teacher perpetrates such 
behavior against a child, I believe it is 
criminal. It happened to me, and that 
“teacher” is still at OMS.

Sympathy is not my objective. My 
goal is to educate people to get off their 
uninvolved rear ends and take a stand 
for kids like me. 

Question, were you abused/neglected 
when you were a kid, but no one made 
the call for you? If so, then more than 
anyone, you know we need help. 

Remember what Jesus said in Matthew 
25:40 (King James Version), “Whatever 

you’ve done (good or bad) unto the least 
of these (kids or adults), you’ve done it 
unto me.” Do you understand what this 
means? It means if you do something 
good for someone, you’ve done the same 
to Jesus. It also means if you see a child 
void of the light of hope but choose to do 
nothing to help that child because you 
don’t want to get involved, according 
to Jesus, you’ve done the same to Him.

I was a terrified little girl. I didn’t 
know how to ask for help. I was certain 
an adult could just look into my eyes and 
see my need, “Help me! Please, help me!” 

The sad truth is that any adult who saw 
me had to suspect something was wrong, 
but they didn’t want to get involved, so 
they did nothing — day after day, year 
after year, until finally, the light inside 
me flickered-out.

Remember, the next time you wit-
ness an ill-behaved little “Yuck,” take 
a moment to look at his/her face and 
into their eyes. Do you see the light of 
hope, or just a blank face with dirt on 
it? Don’t forget, all kids like me don’t 
behave badly. Some are quiet, too afraid 
to talk, too afraid to look at anyone, but 
they’re praying for help.

No one made the call for me. 
In my opinion, if you are aware of a 

child who lives with an addict parent, or 
suspect a child may be suffering abuse/
neglect, but you remain silent because 
you “don’t want to get involved,” you are 
worse than the abuser. 

Hindsight is 20/20. Change your life, 
and the life of a kid like me, by taking a 
stand for us in 2020. 

Call the child protective services ho-
tline 719-589-7805. You don’t have to 
give your name.

Remember, Jesus loves you, and Jesus 
is Lord!

Amarah's 

Corner

'Kids Like Me'

Letter to the Editor: I am writing this 
letter to thank Representative Donald 
Valdez. 

In this time of hyper-political divisions 
amongst parties, it is refreshing to have 
a State Representative that will listen 
to his constituents and vote in a non-
partisan manner when it is the right 
thing to do. 

Representative Valdez has been a 
major supporter and defender of our 
elderly and disabled communities. He 
has stood for them and protected them 
when legislation has come up that would 
have hurt their benefits and their choices. 

There is two key issues currently going 
through legislation in Denver: 1. Main-
taining the current Medicaid funding for 
those who are living in long-term care to 

provide for the needs of these elderly and 
disabled community members; 2. listing 
long term care facilities as residential 
properties as they have always been 
listed vs. the state starting to charge long 
term care facilities for those who come in 
as short term rehabilitation for 30 days 
or less a tax equivalent to lodgers tax as 
if we are a motel. 

Thank you Representative Valdez 
for doing the right thing and standing 
up for our elderly and disabled com-
munity members who need the services 
we provide. 

No one grows old and wants to live in 
a long-term care facility; however, there 
are circumstances beyond the control of 
many where we are the only place for 
them to call home. 

Valdez’s support of elderly, disabled appreciated
We will continue to work hard for our 

community to provide the best care pos-
sible and appreciate you working hard 
on our behalf. 

Joyce Humiston, Rio Grande Inn-La 
Jara, River Valley Inn-Del Norte.

Today is the 44th day of 2020 and the 
55th day of winter.

TODAY’S HISTORY: In 1542, Cath-
erine Howard, fifth wife of King Henry 
VIII, was executed on grounds of treason 
for committing adultery.

In 1945, Allied aircraft began bombing 
the German city of Dresden.

In 1960, France successfully detonated 
its first atomic bomb.

In 2000, the last of Charles Schulz’s 
original “Peanuts” comic strips ran in 
Sunday papers, one day after the car-
toonist’s death.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Grant Wood 
(1891-1942), artist; Tennessee Ernie 
Ford (1919-1991), singer/actor; Chuck 

Yeager (1923- ), aviator; Kim Novak 
(1933- ), actress; Stockard Channing 
(1944- ), actress; Jerry Springer (1944- 
), TV personality; Mike Krzyzewski 
(1947- ), basketball coach; Peter Gabriel 
(1950- ), singer-songwriter; Henry Rol-
lins (1961- ), singer-songwriter; Neal 
McDonough (1966- ), actor; Randy Moss 
(1977- ), football player; Mena Suvari 
(1979- ), actress.

TODAY’S FACT: The central event 
of author Kurt Vonnegut’s celebrated 
novel “Slaughterhouse-Five” is the Allied 
bombing of the city of Dresden during 
World War II. Estimates of civilian ca-
sualties from the bombings range from 
35,000 to 135,000.

Allies bomb Dresden 75 years ago today
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Lifestyle

By DARCY MOUNT
Column

LAKE GEORGE — 
Like many of you, I worked 
during the Christmas 
holidays. It was my first 
Christmas at my new 
parks — Eleven Mile and 
Spinney Mountain state 
parks in the high country 
of Park County — and it 
turned out to be more of an 
adventure than I expected.

For those who don’t 
know, our 41 state parks 
stay open year-round. 
Even when the tempera-
tures plunge below zero 
and snow piles up, as it 
does at my parks in winter. 
We have passionate ice 
anglers who pull their huts 
and augers and fishing 
equipment far out on the 
creaking ice, drill holes and 
spend days pulling huge 
fish from the water below.

Others come with their 
snowshoes and cross coun-
try skis to rejoice in the 
tranquility that the parks 
offer in the deep of winter. 
If they are lucky, they 
may see raptors, includ-
ing bald eagles, or elk and 
deer, or even the “beggin’ 
burros” that run wild in 
this country a century 
after their ancestors were 
turned loose by miners in 
the gold camps around 
Cripple Creek.

Anyway, having spent 
most of my career at 
Front Range parks of Lake 
Pueblo and Cheyenne 
Mountain, I wasn’t quite 
prepared for what winter, 
and especially my three 
days alone over Christ-
mas at Eleven Mile and 
Spinney Mountain, would 
throw at me.

My adventure started 
Christmas Eve. It was 
cold and blustery and I 
had the park mostly to 
myself. I climbed into my 
patrol truck to make my 
rounds and found it would 
not start. This happens 
regularly when our tem-
peratures drop below zero.

Unfortunately, my truck 
was parked in the pole 
barn making it difficult 
to reach the battery from 
another truck with jumper 
cables — if the other trucks 
would start. Finally, I got 
the Senior Ranger’s truck 
to start and decided to 
simply drive it for the day. 

Next, my safe-driving 
skills left me stranded. I 
put on the parking brake 
at one of my stops on patrol 
and when I tried to leave, 
I was unable to release 
the break. I tried so hard 
I actually broke the brake 
handle. Jolly Old Saint 
Nick I was not.

With the brake stuck and 
the truck immobilized, I 
decided to try and get my 
own truck started. But all 
the jump packs in our shop 
were dead. Finally I found 
a large battery charger 
that I dragged to my poorly 
parked truck and used an 
extension cord to plug it in 

First Christmas at new park

Photo courtesy of Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Darcy Mount, photo above, collapses in the snow after three grueling days work-
ing solo in Eleven Mile and Spinney Mountain state parks during the Christmas 
holidays. Mount, photo below, sits on a rock and relaxes.

A chilling tale of frozen brakes,
stuck ice spikes, dead batteries

and attach to my battery.
However, I didn’t notice 

the cord was wrapped 
around the hitch of my 
truck and when I rolled it 
forward to access my bat-
tery I heard a crash. The 
tangled extension cord had 
pulled down steel ramps 
on a nearby snowmobile 
trailer, shredding the 
cord. Since I could not find 
another cord, I delicately 
attached it to my truck 
battery and plugged it in.

Fearing it might set fire 
to the barn, I decided I 
needed to stay and keep 
an eye on it. So I climbed 
into my truck to do email 
on my phone until the 
battery was charged. Not 
exactly the idyllic view of 
the park I usually get. 

Finally, with my truck 
battery charged, I was 
able to resume my patrols 
before heading to my office. 
It was windy but the ice 
was full of anglers. Even 
our ice rink was busy. 

I decided to talk to some 
of the folks fishing along 
the shore to update our 
fishing report. So I put 
my ice spikes on my boots, 
walked out and talked to 
several groups of fisher-
men. It was actually a 
highlight of my day as I 
had some good conversa-
tions and found everyone 
was in compliance with all 
the regulations.

I returned to my truck 
and my holiday fun re-
sume as I fought to get 
my ice spikes off my boots. 
Like the truck emergency 
brake, they had become 
frozen to my feet. I fell 
gracefully under my truck 
trying to get them off. 
Eventually I drove away 
and promptly forgot all the 
fishing report information 
I had just received. 

On Christmas Day, I 
was determined to put the 
previous day’s problems 
behind me. Among my 
chores was to empty the 
pay tubes. So I gathered 
the supplies and headed to 
the south side of the park.

I started at the south-
ern-most pay tube and 
worked my way around 
the park. 

I got back in my truck 
and went to the next 
tube where the local herd 
of donkeys “helped” me 
empty it. Actually, they 
stuck their faces in my 
work and bumped into me 
a dozen times, probably 
begging for a handout.

I happen to like them 
so I spent a few minutes 
talking to them before 
heading to the next tube.   
I got all the way back to 
the north side and realized 
I had been so distracted 
by donkeys that I missed 
a pay tube. So I had to 
backtrack 20 minutes and 
grab it before finishing my 
chores.

As I patrolled, I saw 
many anglers trying out 
brand-new Christmas 
fishing gear and having a 
successful day of fishing. 
I returned to the office to 
process the pay tube con-
tents – a chore I haven’t 
done much in my six 
months as park manager. 
In fact, I had completely 
forgotten how to enter 
the data in the computer. 
It was my little gift to our 
office administrator when 
she returned to work.

On my last solo day, 
I managed to crash the 
snowmobile into the front 
of the trailer as a large 
contingency of firemen 
and fishermen watched. 
Luckily the only damage 
was to my ego and I’m sure 
I was the subject of some 
conversations.

My holidays were full 
of, let’s call them learning 
opportunities that tested 
my holiday spirit, but hon-
estly I would not trade my 
Christmas for anything.

If you have general 
questions about Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife, email 
Darcy at AskARanger@
state.co.us. Darcy may an-
swer it in a future column.

But if you have an im-
mediate question about 
wildlife or a state park, 
please call the nearest 
CPW office in your com-
munity. For CPW office 
locations and contact in-
formation, go to http://
cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/
Pages/ContactUs.aspx. 



Results 

Adams State Baseball
Feb. 7

Arizona Christian 12, ASU 1
Feb. 8

ASU 8, Midland 7 - 10 Inn.

Adams State Basketball
Feb. 7

Regis 72, ASU 46 (W)
Regis 99, ASU 75 (M)

Feb. 8
Colorado Christian 52, ASU 44 (W)
Colorado Christian 86, ASU 73 (M)

Prep Basketball
Feb. 7

Cotopaxi 65, Sierra Grande 41 (G)
Cotopaxi 51, Sierra Grande 50 (B)

Moffat-Mt.Valley 65, Manzanola 41 (G)
Manzanola 66, Moffat-Mt.Valley 40 (B)

La Veta 51, Creede 22 (G)
Antonito 52, Lake City 11 (G)
Del Norte 61, Gunnison 24 (G)
Gunnison 71, Del Norte 35 (B)

Pagosa Springs 57, Centauri 50 (G)
Centauri 53, Pagosa Springs 36 (B)

Alamosa 68, Monte Vista 18 (G)
Alamosa 60, Monte Vista 45 (B)

Sangre de Cristo 64, Centennial 31 (G)
Sangre de Cristo 79, Centennial 34 (B)

Feb. 8
Raton 57, Sangre de Cristo 46
Primero 64, Antonito 60 (B) 
Centauri 61, Bayfield 35 (G)
Centauri 58, Bayfield 46 (B)

Crested Butte 47, Sanford 38 (B)
Sargent 58, Sierra Grande 25 (G)

Del Norte 65, Center 33 (G)
Center 53, Del Norte 50 (B)

Moffat-Mt.-Valley 65, Centennial 51 (G)
Centennial 44, Moffat-Mt.-Valley 35 (B)
Alamosa 59, Montezuma-Cortez 42 (B)
Pagosa Springs 69, Monte Vista 26 (G)
Pagosa Springs 53, Monte Vista 38 (B)

Feb. 11
Sanford 40, Sangre de Cristo 24

Ignacio 61, Del Norte 56 
Ignacio 61, Del Norte 56 

Adams State Wrestling
Feb. 7

Colorado School of Mines 23, 18

Prep Wrestling
Feb. 7

Alamosa 76, Monte Vista 3
Feb. 8

Pagosa Springs 47, Centauri 26

Charger Invite
11. Sargent-19, 14. Center- 9, 

16.Mountain Valley -6

Upcoming Events
Adams State Baseball
Feb. 14

12/ 3 p.m. Univ. of the Southwest at ASU (DH)
Feb. 15

12/ 3 p.m. Univ. of the Southwest at ASU (DH)

Adams State Basketball
Feb. 14

5:30/7:30 p.m. ASU at Dixie State (W/M)
Feb. 15

5:30/7:30 p.m. ASU at Westminster (W/M)

Prep Basketball 
Feb. 13

5 p.m. Lake City at Creede (G/B)
5 p.m. Sangre de Cristo at Sierra Grande (G/B)

Feb. 14
3 p.m. Center at Sanford (G/B)

3 p.m. Antonito at Cotopaxi (G/B) 
4 p.m. Creede at Moffat-Mt.-Valley (G/B)

5 p.m. Del Norte at Sargent (G/B)
5 p.m. Sierra Grande at Centennial (G/B)
5:30/ 7 p.m. Monte Vista at Bayfield (G/B)

5:30/ 7 p.m. Centauri at Montezuma-Cortez (G/B)
4/ 7 p.m. Alamosa at Pagosa Springs (G/B)

6 p.m. Sangre de Cristo at Manzanola (G/B)
Feb. 15

1 p.m. Manzanola at Creede (G/B)
2 p.m. Moffat-Mt.-Valley at La Veta (G/B)

2 p.m. Sanford at South Park (G/B)
2 p.m. Crested Butte at Center (G/B)

3 p.m. Monte Vista at Montezuma-Cortez (B) 
3 p.m. Centennial at Antonito (G) 

5 p.m. Sargent at Swink (G/B)
5:30/ 7 p.m. Lake City at Sangre de Cristo (G/B)

5:30/ 7 p.m. Alamosa at Centauri (G/B)

Adams State Lacrosse
Feb. 21

6 p.m. ASU at Colorado Mesa (M)

Feb. 23
12 p.m. ASU at Westminster (M)

Adams State Softball
Feb. 15

12/ 2 p.m. ASU vs Okla. Panhandle State (DH)
Feb. 16
11 a.m./ 1 p.m. ASU vs Okla. Panhandle State (DH)

Adams State Swimming
Feb. 12

RMAC Championships
ASU at Mesa State (W/M)

Prep Swimming (G)
Feb. 14

State Championships
Sargent at Thornton

Adams State Wrestling
Feb. 13

6 p.m. Colorado Mesa at ASU
Feb. 16

Rocky Mountain Open
10 a.m. ASU at Colorado School of Mines

Prep Wrestling 
Feb. 14-15

CHSAA 3A, Region 1
Alamosa at Montrose Event Center

CHSAA 2A, Region 2
Centauri, Center, Del Norte, Monte Vista, San-

ford, Sargent  at Sierra Grande HS

Schedules subject to change

SLV Special Olympics Showcase
ALAMOSA — Come show your support for the SLV 

Dust Devils by bringing your friends and teammates for 
an unforgettable and unique experience.

There will be a silent auction, concessions, and a great 
game at Plachy Hall on Feb. 23rd at 2 p.m. Admission is 
free but donations are always appreciated. 

For more information or if you’re interested in volun-
teering contact: pvjohnson@adams.edu

AP&R Youth Soccer
ALAMOSA — The 2020 Alamosa Parks & Recreation 

coed youth spring soccer registration is now open. You 
may register your child online at www.AlamosaRec.org, 
or drop by the AFRC located at 2222 Old Sanford Rd. For 
more information, contact the AFRC at (719) 589-2105.

Sports Bulletin
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A look at CHSAA’s Boys basketball rankings
By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor

The latest edition of the Colo-
rado High School Activities As-
sociation (CHSAA) Coaches Poll 
Rankings have come out. The 
lone newcomer to the rankings is 
Alamosa Basketball. Featured 
are San Luis Valley teams, for 
the complete listing be sure to 
visit CHSAANow.com.

3A

6. Centauri – 63
The Falcons have responded 

well from their first loss of the 
season on Jan. 31 to Inter-
mountain League (IML) foe, 
Alamosa. Centauri has stacked 
wins over Pagosa Springs (8-9, 
3-5 IML) and Bayfield (2-15, 
1-7 IML) on the seventh and 
eighth to complete the series 
sweeps against both teams. The 
league wins keep the Falcons in 
contention for top seeding in the 
district tournament. The loss to 
Alamosa didn’t change much for 
the Falcons as their position in 
the poll stayed steady at sixth 
place the following Monday. A 
position Centauri has held to 
this day. 

Alamosa (13-4, 8-0 IML) cur-

rently holds the league lead but 
the Falcon’s fate is very much 
in their own hands. Centauri 
has three more league games 
left on the regular-season slate. 
Montezuma-Cortez, Alamosa 
and Monte Vista. The goal is 
likely to win out and let the 
district seeding information 
take care of the rest. 

Taking the district tourna-
ment is a great way to assure 
some home games come state 
tournament time. That and the 
winner of the district tourna-
ment last year, Montezuma-
Cortez, was the lone team from 
the IML to advance to the Great 
8 in Denver. The year before 
district winner Bayfield, won it 
all. That said top seeding doesn’t 
guarantee much. The district 
champions the past two years 
didn’t enter the tournament as 
the top seeds. 

10. Alamosa -33

For the second time in the 
2019-20 season, the Mean Moose 
(13-4, 8-0 IML) have downed a 

top ten contender in the rank-
ings. For the first time in the 
2019-20 season, Alamosa has 
made the top ten of the CHSAA 
Rankings. 

Dec. 12 Alamosa bested Faith 
Christian bottling up leading 
scorers Caleb Ruter and Caleb 
Clark to a combined 16 points. 
Both times following wins the 
Moose would climb slightly with 
a small boost in voting points. 

Since having beat No. 6 Cen-
tauri the Moose added three 
more league wins and entered 
the rankings at the No. 10 spot 
this past Monday. 

The Mean Moose currently 
lead the league standings with 
an undefeated record. Alamosa 
is scheduled for two more in-
terleague games and can lock 
up the first seed in the district 
tournament just by repeating 
their success against both op-
ponents. 

Starting Friday Alamosa will 
be on the road for the final two 
games of the regular season. 
First will be Pagosa Springs 
then the Moose will be in Cen-
tauri on Saturday. Both games 
are slated for 7 p.m. tipoffs.

2A
9. Sanford- 43
Sanford goes down the stretch 

ranked 9th in the 2A class in 
Monday’s CHSAA Coaches Poll 
Rankings. 

This is a small decline for San-
ford (12-4, 3-1 SPL) who were 
No. 7 the week prior. The drop 

likely stems from Sanford’s 
47-38 loss to fellow Southern 
Peaks Leaguer Crested Butte 
(13-2, 5-0 SPL) on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Despite their impressive 
record, the Titans were a 
stranger to the Coaches Poll 
prior to the game. And still 
have yet to crack the top ten 
of the rankings. 

The game will serve as a 
preview for Sanford of what 
to look out for at the district 
tournament. Sanford still has 
three more league contests to 
complete before worrying about 
tournament play. 

First up, will be Center on 
Valentine’s Day. Then next 
week Sanford will close the 
regular season with games 
against Sargent and Del Norte.

1A
3. Sangre de Cristo – 66
The first loss of the year for 

Sangre de Cristo was largely 

inconsequential. The T-Birds
dropped a 57-46 contest to
Raton in New Mexico. While
a loss is a loss, one to a 3A out
of state opponent carries less
weight. 

The coaches from Monday’s
poll seem to agree as Sangre
held on to their No. 3 spot from
last week. 

At most, the T-Birds got a
good chance to see some late-
season talent in preparation for
tournament play. 

Sangre de Cristo still has
three league designated games
left, with a combined record of
17-24. 

Sangre de Cristo also has
some challenges down the
stretch as well. Feb. 15th the
T-Birds welcome 3A Salida (8-
7). Sangre de Cristo will close
the regular season on Feb. 21
on the road against 1A’s fifth-
ranked team, Kim/Branson
(13-2). There is still plenty of
regular-season basketball to
be played in Mosca.

Grizzley grapplers on the mat against Mavericks
By GEORGE A. GALAVIZ-ORTIZ

ASU Sports Information
ALAMOSA — The Adams State 

Wrestling squad returns to Plachy Hall 
after a going 2-1 on the road to face #25 
Colorado Mesa University. Grizzlies 
currently hold an overall record of 5-3 
on the season, including a 3-2 record 
within the Rocky Mountain Athletic 
Conference. Adams State holds on strong 
to a No. 13 spot within NCAA Division 
II, tied with Ashland University and 
Newberry College.

Keeping Up With The Grizzlies
Adams State hit the road for two 

weeks after taking down New Mexico 
Highlands at home, gaining two more 
wins in CSU-Pueblo and Chadron State. 
Grizzlies increased their win streak to 
three and looked to make it four head-
ing into Golden to face #9 Colo. School 
of Mines. It would be Adams State, 
however, to fall short of the win, falling 
to the Orediggers in a close 23-18 bout 
before a big homecoming.

Grizzlies would come out on top in 
half of the matches Friday night, start-
ing with the 125-pound bout between 
Adams State’s Isaiah De La Cerda and 
Mines’ Matthew Lavengood. De La Cerda 

would put up the first three points for 
the Grizzlies, edging out Lavengood 10-3, 
earning a win by decision.

#5 Jonathan Andreatta would keep 
the streak alive in the 133-pound bout, 
earning a victory by major decision over 
Mines’ Jake Woods. Andreatta would 
hold Woods to 8 points while putting 
up 19.

#4 Noah Hermosillo held Wesley 

Rayburn to a single point while putting 
up an explosive 10 to earn another four 
team points in another victory by major 
decision.

#9 Josiah Rider found his way to a 6-0 
decision victory Noah Ottum to put up 
another three team points.

157-pounder Natrelle Demison would 
keep his individual win streak alive 
in the last bout of the night, earning 
another major decision victory for the 
Grizzlies, holding Ryan Fidel scoreless 
and putting up 10 points for an explosive 
performance.

Colo. School of Mines would also take 
away five matches, including two victo-
ries by pinfall and one victory by tech-
nical fall, eventually outscoring Adams 
State 23-18. Grizzlies look to bounce back 
Thursday night, as they return home for 
more RMAC action.

Scouting the Mavericks
Colorado Mesa comes in this week with 

two matchups against NM Highlands 
today and tomorrow’s bouts against 
Adams State. Mavericks currently hold 
an overall record of 7-4 including a 3-1 
record within the Rocky Mountain Ath-
letic Conference and hold a #25 spot in 
the national rankings.

The Mavericks last saw the mats at 

home, earning a shut-out victory over 
San Francisco State 45-0, for an explosive 
RMAC victory.

Mavericks have three nationally 
ranked grapplers in their lineup, in-
cluding 157-pounder Payton Tawater 
standing at #9, #10 Fred Green in the 
165-pound weight class, and #11 Donnie 
Negus in the 197-pound weight class.

Adams State Probable Line-Up

125 Isaiah DeLaCerda

133 Jonathan Andreatta

141 Noah Hermosillo

149 Josiah Rider

157 Natrelle Demison

165 Ryan Rochford

174 Isaac Lopez

184 Will Tyler

197 Cole Gustavson

285 Sylvester Montgomery



Thursday, February 13, 2020 Valley Courier Page 7

Lifestyle

February Update! 
Here’s what’s happen-

ing at Alamosa Parks & 
Recreation ... 

How to find out 
what’s going on: 

Fall & Winter Activities 
Guide 

Spring & Summer Ac-
tivities Guide (Coming 
Soon)  www.AlamosaRec.
org 

City of Alamosa Ac-
tivities on Facebook 
Upcoming Community 

Events 
Feb. 8-29: Winter Farm-

ers Market, Saturdays at 
North River Greenhouse 

Feb. 14-17: Cabin Fever 
Daze in Creede, CO 

Feb. 22: ALMA and 
Friends Concert at Soci-
ety Hall 

March 3: Youth of the 
Year at the Boys and 
Girls Club 

March 6-8: Monte Vista 
Crane Festival 

March 7: Family Fun 
Skate Day at the Multi-
Use Pavilion/Ice Rink  

Multi-Use Pavilion/
Ice Rink 

If you haven’t yet, check 
out all the programs going 
on at the rink before the 
ice season ends on March 
31, click on the link above 
for a detailed schedule and 
information. 

Open Skating (no rent-
als) -Public Skating (rent-
als available) 

Ice Skating Lessons- 

Open Stick & Puck 
Adult Drop-In Hock-

ey-Youth Ice Hockey 
(League) 

Field Trip Program- 
Themed-Skate Nights 

Mark your calendar for 
the Alamosa Prevention 
Coalition’s next Family 
Fun Skate Day on Satur-
day, March 7 from noon to 
4 p.m. This event is free.

Outdoor Recreation 
Alamosa School District 

Adventure Club-Spring 
2020 Schedule 

Be on the lookout for 
Spring and Summer pro-
grams like the popular 
Birding, Boat Trips, and 
Weekends on the Rio ac-
tivities.

Report a Park Issue            
or Report a Trail Issue

Health & Fitness at the 
AFRC 

Did you know the AFRC 
offers 25 fitness classes/
activities each week? 

Cycling-Core Circuit-
Pickleball- Pilates -Pow-
erHour -Step Aerobics 

Taekwondo-Workout 
Group-Yoga- + New class-
es coming in 2020. 

The AFRC offers af-
fordable memberships 
and does not require a 
contract. Choose to pay 
day-to-day or month-to-
month.

Adult Sports 
Adult Volleyball 

February 18-April 30: 
Season Dates 

Adult Softball: Season 
info will be announced 
soon!  

Youth Sports 
Youth Volleyball 

The player registration 
deadline has passed but 
both divisions have open 
spots. Sign up at the 
AFRC soon. 

Feb. 3-April 11: Season 
Dates-Youth Wrestling 

REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN  NOW 

Feb. 24: Player Regis-
tration Deadline 

Feb. 25-April 4: Season 
Dates 

This is a club sport/
program, led by Alamosa 
High School wrestling. 

Youth Soccer 
REGISTRATION IS 

OPEN  NOW!

March 2: Player Regis-
tration Deadline 

March 9-May 2: Season 
Dates 

Note: Please be aware 
that the Spring Youth 
Sports seasons overlap 
with each other to varying 
extents. 

~ Hockey ~ Volleyball 
~ Wrestling ~ Soccer ~ 

Alamosa Youth 
Football 

(Tackle 
Football) 

REGISTRATION IS 
OPEN  NOW

Feb. 1-March 1: Super-
early registration 

March 2-June 1: Regu-
lar registration 

June 2-July 31: Late 
registration 

August-October: Sea-

son Dates 
This is a club sport/

program, led by Alamosa 
Youth Football.   

Oil Painting 
March 3-April 21: Next 

Session on Tuesday Eve-
ning 

March 5-April 23: Next 
Session on Thursday 
Morning 

Full Session is 8 class-
es/$90 or Drop-in @ $15/
class  

Recreation 
Center Hours 

Nov 1 - April 30 
May 1 - Oct 31 
Monday - Thursday 
6:00 AM - 10:00 PM 
6:00 AM - 9:00 PM 
Friday 
6:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
6:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Saturday 
7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Sunday 
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

CLOSED 
Upcoming Recreation 

Center Closures 
Feb. 16 Day before 

Presidents’ Day 
Feb. 17  Presidents’ Day 
Alamosa Parks & Rec-

reation 
Alamosa Family Recre-

ation Center 
2222 Old Sanford Rd. 

Alamosa, CO 81101, 719-
589-2105, www.Alamo-
saRec.org 

AFRC mailing list
A F R C @ l i s t s e r v .

ci.alamosa.co.us
http://bulk-mail.axint.

net/mailman/listinfo/afrc

Alamosa Parks & Recreation’s February update

PUEBLO — All known feral swine have been eliminated 
from Colorado thanks to a near 15-year state and federal 
partnership comprised of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) Wildlife Services (WS), the USDA Forest Service 
(FS), Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture (CDA).

The partnership formed in the early 2000s as a task force 
to manage invasive feral swine, which root up crops and 
pastures causing billions in damage nationwide each year. 

Feral swine also spread disease to livestock, wildlife and 
humans. Ground-nesting birds and other wildlife are easy 
prey for feral swine. And the swine put native wildlife at 
risk by competing for resources and destroying habitats 
and ecosystems.

Feral swine are incredibly hardy animals and can survive, 
even thrive, in almost any habitat. That combined with 
high reproductive rates makes their ability to establish 
new populations extremely effective.

“The eradication of feral swine will help protect and 
benefit Colorado’s agricultural crops and livestock as well 
as wildlife, wildlife habitat and private and public lands,” 
said Travis Black, deputy regional manager of CPW’s 
Southeast Region. 

“This achievement points to the value of collaborative 
efforts in staffing, funding and resources to accomplish a 
common goal,” said Wayne East, CDA Agriculture Wildlife 
Liaison.

“Partnerships are important to completing complex tasks 
and we have done something great for agriculture and the 
wildlife of Colorado by eradicating feral swine,” said Martin 
Lowney, USDA APHIS WS, State director.

The Colorado feral swine task force will continue to 
monitor to ensure the state remains free of this invasive 
species and the damage they can inflict.

One can help keep Colorado free of feral swine. 
Spread the word that in Colorado it’s illegal to possess, 

transport or release feral swine, wild swine species or 
hybrids.

Report sightings of feral swine or transportation activities 
to USDA Wildlife Services at 1-866-4-USDA-WS 1-866-
487-3297 or Colorado Parks and Wildlife at 303-297-1192.

Feral swine eradicated 
from Colorado

One of the more enjoyable aspects of hunting is enjoying 
the bounty at the dinner table after a successful hunting 
trip. However, not all game is safe to eat. Field & Stream, a 
retailer that caters to hunters, fishermen, campers and other 
outdoor enthusiasts, notes that the following are some ways 
hunters can determine if freshly killed game is safe to eat.

w Look for signs of previous injuries. Previously wounded 
animals may be infested with maggots or have abscesses, 
which are swollen areas of tissue that contain pus. Ani-
mals that appear to have been injured prior to being killed 
should not be eaten, as consuming them can leave hunters 
vulnerable to illness.

w Examine the animal’s eyes and skin. Sunken eyes or 
emaciated, scabby skin also could indicate the animal was 
suffering from illness or injury prior to being killed.

w Look for tick infestations. Game infested with ticks 
should not be consumed.

w Look for fluid discharges. Game that has discharges 
of dark blood or creamy or green substances should not be 
consumed.

w See if the animal passes the smell test. Game suffering 
from gangrene or had decaying flesh typically emit a strong, 
foul odor and such animals should not be consumed.

w Investigate the interior of the animal. Just because a 
game animal exhibits no outward signs of illness or injury 
does not necessarily make it safe to eat. Hunters are advised 
to wear surgical or dishwashing gloves and run their hands 
over the body of the animal. Signs of disease or illness include 
hair that comes off easily, a soft or gelatinous underside of 
the skin when peeled off, and/or a film of blood or fluid that 
is not the result of the hunter’s gunshot wound.

w Examine muscle tissue. Muscle tissue should not smell 
bad or contain parasites or blood spots. In addition, examine 
the muscle tissue for blood clots, black blood or a greenish 
discharge, each of which are indicators of disease.

w Examine the rib cage and muscle tissue. Humans can 
contract tuberculosis after eating game that was infected 
with the disease. Indicators of tuberculosis include tan or 
yellow lumps on the inside surface of the rib cage or in the 
tissue of the lungs. TF19B511

Signs game unsafe to eat
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Western Living

Land, 
Water and 

PeoPLe

By GreGG GoodLand

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 
2019 forest health survey results 
were released last week and, 
once again, indicated a decline in 
activity of two forest insects that 
have most noticeably impacted 
the Rio Grande National Forest 
for several years: The Spruce 
beetle and Douglas-fir beetle.

The Douglas-fir beetle spread 
was nearly negligible for 2019, 
affecting only 670 acres with 
scattered pockets of mortality. 
The spruce beetle infestation 
spread another 6,700 acres in 
2019, down significantly from 
the 34,000 acres in 2018 and 
47,000 acres in 2017. In total, the 
spruce beetle has infested about 
622,000 acres of spruce-fir and 
mixed conifer forest on the Rio 
Grande National Forest. That is 
one-third of the Forest.

The decline in spruce beetle 
impact is a result of the beetles 
running out of food. The primary 
food source for the spruce beetles 
in this area is our mature, high-
elevation Engelmann spruce 
and, frankly, there aren’t many 
uninfested stands left. The beetles 
are able to infest blue spruce in 
certain instances, but mostly they 
prefer Engelmann spruce.

We did experience a 7,000 
acre increase in Western spruce 
budworm activity, up to 27,000 
acres affected. Activity was most 
evident in the northern part of 
the Saguache district and the 
southern part of the Conejos Peak 
district. Spruce budworms eat the 
new needles on coniferous trees 
such as Douglas fir, white fir, 
subalpine fir and spruce. They 
typically don’t kill trees unless 
they stay active in an area for 
several years. This may be the 
case in some areas of the forest.

These issues have been 
considered from many angles 
and one aspect remains the 
same: there was nothing the Rio 
Grande National Forest could do 
to stop these natural disturbances. 
However, in response, the Forest 
has conducted numerous timber 
sales to salvage dead and dying 
trees for commercial sawtimber. 
But even that cycle may be 
declining due to the diminishing 
value of the salvageable timber. 
We will continue to offer new 
salvage sales as long as the dead 
timber still has value, the areas 
we can work in are suitable, and 
we receive funding to develop the 
projects. We will also continue 
to design projects that reduce 
stand densities and fuel loading 
in order to manage for a resilient 
landscape.

It is important to remember that 

Courtesy photo

Spruce beetle activity in Engelmann spruce. Photo: A. Steven Munson, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org.

Forest Health 2019: viewpoint on insects

all three of these insect species are 
native to Colorado. Often, they 
will have temporary, localized 
impacts to the forest. While 
other times, such as the spruce 
beetle epidemic, their affect will 
be noticeable for much of our 
lifetime. That may be hard for 
many of us to accept, but we must 
also remember that the forests 
around us have been changing 
throughout the millennia. They 
need change to survive the long-
term. Insects and wildfires are the 
two agents of change we are most 
familiar with. It is the swift and 
stark changes from these events 
that we humans must often place a 
label on. I’ll submit to you that we 
are the only species to view these 
changes as bad. This suggests 
that all the affected plant, animal, 
insect and bird species simply 
recognize the change and either 
adapt, move away or perish. That 
is nature.

There is also much talk about 
the wildfire potential as a result 
of the dead trees. While dead 
trees with needles can certainly 
support extreme fire behavior 
under the right conditions, so can 
live trees that are full of highly 
flammable resins. In large swaths 
of the Forest, the dead trees have 
dropped their needles, thereby 
reducing the potential for high-
intensity crown fires. As more 
dead trees fall over, the surface 
fires in these areas will likely be 
of a higher intensity. But I must 
point out that if it is needed to fight 
that fire, an attack on a surface fire 
has greater probability of success 
than one in the tree crowns.

I really don’t like the fact that 
so many of the live trees of our 
forests have died. I’ve had to 
change my way of thinking and 
have realized that a forest, or 
any other natural landscape, will 
never remain that static place as it 
does in our photographs. But I am 
very confident that the vegetative 
landscape is changing in response 
to its environment and sometimes 
feel that we are mere observers 
to the incredible forces of nature.

Gregg Goodland is the Public 
Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest.

Gregg Goodland
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Public Notices 221
HELP WANTED

F R E E  C E R T I -
FIED NURSE AIDE 
COURSE: River Valley 
Inn Nursing Home in 
Del Norte Colorado is 
offering a free Certified 
Nurse Aide class. Start-
ing March 4, 2020 class 
will be on Wed/Thurs 
Deadline for applicants 
is February 24th, 2020 
Please come in for appli-
cation, 1335 6th Street, 
Del Norte CO.  81132.  
(719)-657-1105 (RVI is 
an EOE)(2/19)

L O O K I N G  F O R 
FULL-TIME employee 
to help farm. Welding 
experience and driv-
ing farm equipment call 
719-850-2137.(3/10)

CENTER FOR RE-
STOR AT I V E P ro -
grams seeks: LEAD 
/ Wrapa round Case 
Managers who will be 
responsible for provid-
ing intensive case man-
agement/wraparound 
s e r v i c e s ;  wo r k i n g 
closely with commu-
nity partners such as 
justice system partners, 
law enforcement, be-
havioral health, hous-
ing, human services, 
schools and workforce 
development.  Ability to 
establish strong support 
and service plans for 
wraparound and other 
services being provided. 
Successful candidates 
will have experience 
providing wraparound 
services, intensive case 
management, working 
with individuals with 
behavioral health is-
sues and working with 
community par tners 
and families.  Span-
ish speaking and wrap-
around experience a 
plus. Applicants should 
have a 3 years relevant 
experience.  Email re-
sume and cover letter 
to carey@restorative-
programs.org. Position 
open until filled. CRP 
is a EOE. (2/19)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a High School Head Vol-
leyball Coach (with pos-
sible teaching positions 
available).  Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, until 
the position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website  http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportu-
nities.html  or call 719-
852-5996. (2/25)

THE SAN LUIS Val-
ley Department of Hu-
man/Social Services 
is accepting proposals 
for an AND Navigator 
to serve the following 
counties:   Alamosa, 
Conejos, Costilla, and 
Rio Grande/Mineral.  
This individual should 
be SOAR certified or 
commit to becoming 
certified within a quick 
timeframe.  This is a 
cont racted posit ion 
whose primary func-
tion will be to assist 
DSS/DHS applicants 
with the application/
appeal of SSI benefits. 
Please submit letter of 
interest and proposed 
outreach strategy that 
would illustrate how ser-
vices will be managed in 
each of these counties 
to Nicholas Barela, P.O. 
BOX 68, Conejos, CO 
81129 or nicholas.bare-
la@state.co.us.  Please 
direct any questions 
to Nicholas Barela at 
(719) 376-5455. Closes 
2/17/2020 (2/14)

E M P L O Y M E N T 
BE N E F I T S  U N I T 
Case Manager needed 
for Rio Grande County 
Department of Social 
Services.  Requi res 
High School Diploma 
or GED, as well as one 
to three months related 
experience, including 
thorough knowledge of 
TANF rules and regula-
tions and other assis-
tance programs.  Com-
puter skills required 
may include word pro-
cessing, spreadsheet ap-
plications, and various 
accounting programs.  
Application and job de-
scription available on 
line at www.riogran-
decounty.org or pick 
up and submit to Hu-
man Resources  925 6th 
Street, Room 200, Del 
Norte, CO  81132(2/13) 

221
HELP WANTED

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a Full Time 
Maintenance Worker 
I with a hiring salary 
of$14.42 – $15.86 per 
hour (DOQ), to provide 
routine maintenance 
tasks in and around the 
City Facilities.  Appli-
cations can be found 
online at www.cityo-
fa lamosa .org under 
Employment or at the 
HR Department, 300 
Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado. Closing date 
is February 13, 2020 at 
4:30 pm. (2/15 #2)

THE ALAMOSA PO-
LICE Department is 
seeking a FT Police Of-
ficer, $19.86 per hour to 
join the Alamosa Police 
Department. Some du-
ties include, protecting 
the lives, health, wel-
fare, and property of 
individuals within the 
city limits by enforcing 
municipal, state, and 
federal statutes, ordi-
nances, and laws. For a 
full job description and 
to apply please visit the 
cityofalamosa.org. Open 
until filled. (3/3 #1)

221
HELP WANTED

CDL TRUCK DRIV-
ER needed in hay haul-
ing operation, Class A 
CLD in good standing, 
Drug testing required, 
Competitive payHome 
on most evenings and 
on weekends Please call 
719-588-4481 for more 
information(2-16)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL District is cur-
rently accepting applica-
tions for a High School 
Spanish Teacher/ELL 
Director.  Applicants 
must have a current state 
certification/license or in 
the process of receiving a 
certification/license and 
enrolled in an educational 
program for completion 
or endorsement.  Applica-
tion forms are available at 
the district office located 
at 17523 E. Hwy 160 
Blanca, CO 81123 or on 
the District’s website at 
www.sierragrandeschool.
net   Applications may be 
submitted to Mr. Brandon 
Mizokami at bmizoka-
mi@sierragrandeschool.
net  For more informa-
tion please contact Mrs. 
DeAnn Arellano at 719-
379-3257.(2/22)   

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
AREA Ditch Compa-
nies seeking a ditch rid-
er, experience preferred. 
Must have a valid CDL 
reliable transportation, 
Welding capabilities, 
able to run and main-
tain heavy equipment. 
Salary based on expe-
rienced. Send resume 
to 147 Washington St., 
Monte Vista Co 81144 
(2/21)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY: Counseling, 
Career and Accessibility 
Services  Adams State 
University seeks ap-
plicants for Counseling 
Services Coordinator of 
Accessibility services. 
AAEOE. For more in-
formation visit: https://
www.adams.edu/hr/ad-
ministrative-positions/
(2/19)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
DENTAL HYGIEN-
IST wanted.  Estab-
lished practice in Ala-
mosa, full time or part 
time.  Must have active 
license.  Send resume to 
PO Box 1841 Alamosa, 
CO 81101.(1/15-TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

221
HELP WANTED

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

Valley-Wide Health Systems, Inc. would like to inform the public that 
inactive patients’ medical records will be destroyed on February 24, 
2020. A patient is considered inactive if he/she has not had a visit or 
contact in the last 10 years. If a patient was younger than 18 at the 
last visit or contact the patient will be considered inactive10 years 
after their 18th birthday.  If a patient wishes to obtain their records he/
she may call Valley-Wide Health Systems at 719-587-1165.
No. 1289
Published in the Valley Courier on February xx, and xx, 2020

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

CENTER SANITATION DISTRICT

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the electors of 
the Center Sanitation District of Saguache and Rio Grande Counties, 
Colorado.
 NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that an election will be held 
on the 5th day of May, 2020, between the hours of 7:00a.m., and 
7:00p.m.  At that time,  two (2) directors will be elected to serve 2-year 
terms.  Eligible electors of the Center Sanitation District interested in 
serving on the board of directors may obtain a Self-Nomination and 
Acceptance form from the District Designated Election Official (DEO);
Janet J Beiriger
Center Public Library
500 South Broadway
Center, CO 81125
719-850-8922
The Center Public Library is open on the following days:  Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to    3:00 p.m.
If the DEO determines that a Self Nomination and Acceptance form is 
not sufficient, the eligible elector who submitted the form may amend 
the form once, at any time, prior to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 28, 
2020.  The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and Acceptance is 
close of business on Friday, February 28, 2020 (not less than 67 days 
before the election).  Earlier submittal is encouraged as the deadline 
will not permit curing an insufficient form.  Affidavit of Intent to Be a 
Write-In-Canidate forms must be submitted to the office of the desig-
nated election official by the close of business on Monday, March 2, 
2020 (the sixty-fourth day before the election.)
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for a mail-in ballot shall 
be filed with the designated election official no later than the close of 
business on Friday, May 2, 2020, except that, if the applicant wishes 
to receive the mail-in ballot by mail, the application shall be filed no 
later than the close of business on Tuesday, April 29, 2020.
CENTER SANITATION DISTRICT
 Janet J Beiriger
No. 1303
Published in the Valley Courier on February 13, 2020

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A N YON E K NOW-
ING THE woman who 
managed curves in Ala-
mosa please contact me 
719-580-2290. Wanting 
info about your previous 
business, equipment, 
etc. (2/20)

102
CARD OF THANKS

THANK YOU FROM 
family of Dora P. San-
doval. We would like to 
Thank family, friends, 
San Luis Care Center, 
Romero Valley Funeral 
Home Inc. Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church and 
Rev Okeahialara for 
their support and kind-
ness during this difficult 
time.  The Sandoval 
Family, Louie, Debra, 
Steve and Benjie(2/13)

112 - BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(3/5)

175
WEDDINGS

BEAUTIFUL MOUN-
TAIN RANCH WED-
D I N G / R E U N I O N 
SITE. Lodge w/kitchen, 
dining, sleeping; 9 guest 
cabins. 719-580-2486.
(2/13)

221
HELP WANTED

POTATO SEED CUT-
TERS Needed!  Work 
in Center starting next 
week.  Please call 719-
754-3854 or walk into 
Ponderosa’s office east 
of Jones Oil.(2/19)

SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a Cur-
rent Secondary English 
Teacher position.  Please 
visit our website for ad-
ditional information and 
application:   www.sar-
gent.k12.co.us or call 
719 852-4023.  Applica-
tions accepted until po-
sition filled. EOE (2/27) 
CONEJOS COUNTY 
IS seeking a Heavy 
Equipment Operator/
Driver/Laborer.  Ap-
plicant must be able to 
operate a loader, grader, 
belly dump, and drive a 
semi, must have a class A 
Commercial Drivers Li-
cense, clean driving re-
cord and pass a pre-em-
ployment drug screen.  
$16.25/HR County ap-
plication form required.  
Applications available 
at County Human Re-
sources/Administration 
Office 6683 County Rd. 
13, Conejos CO.  or via 
email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadline is Thursday, 
February 20, 2020.  In-
quiries call (719) 376-
6799.(2/20)

221
HELP WANTED

DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY School is 
seeking an energetic, 
caring candidate to serve 
as a PARA-EDUCA-
TOR.  Applicants must 
have a high school di-
ploma.  Please submit 
your application to Amy 
Duda, DNES Principal 
at 950 French Street, 
Del Norte, CO 81132; 
aduda@urtigers.co; or 
call 719-657-4030.  The 
position will be opened 
until filled.  Please pick 
up an application at the 
District Office or on-line 
at dncsd.org.(2/27)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
currently seeking to hire 
a Health and Wellness 
Coordinator.  This is a .5 
position.  This position 
will start immediately 
and will run through 
the duration of the grant 
2022.  Interested parties 
must have a minimum of 
an LPN license and must 
have experience work-
ing in public schools. 
The position calls for 
coordinating activities 
of service providers 
with other services in 
the school district, create 
systems and processes 
to track the schools’ 
progress in attaining a 
culture of wellness. If 
interested, please apply 
to apply@southconejos.
com.  Applications will 
be accepted through, 
Tuesday, February 20, 
2020.  (2/20)

LOOKING FOR A 
career opportunity and 
being a part of your local 
community? 1st South-
west Bank is growing 
and hiring a Loan Pro-
cessor, offering a strong 
benefits package & ca-
reer growth opportuni-
ties.  EOE. Go to  https://
www.fswb.bank/who-
we-are/careers/ for more 
details & to apply.(2/19)
OF F IC E A DM I N -
ISTRATOR, FULL-
TIME The Rio Grande 
Headwaters Land Trust 
is hir ing a full-time 
Of f ice  Adm in ist ra-
tor to work in our Del 
Norte office. Find the 
job announcement at 
http://www.riogrande-
landtrust.org/job-oppor-
tunities or email Joelle 
Marier at joellem@rio-
grandelandtrust.org for 
more information.(2/27)

THE CITY OF Alamo-
sa is seeking a Full-time 
Maintenance Worker I 
for the Streets Depart-
ment with a starting sal-
ary of $14.42 - $15.86 
per hour DOQ. For more 
information and to apply 
visit www.cityofalamo-
sa.org or City Hall at 300 
Hunt Avenue. Protected 
by the EOE law. Closing 
date February 24, 2020 
at 4:30 pm.(2/27)

PART-TIME RECEP-
TIONIST NEEDED 
immediately. Need to 
be dependable. Bring re-
sume to Valley Courier, 
Attention Keith.(TFN)

Keep Public Notices 

in Newspapers

www.newsmediaalliance.org

Some officials want to move notices from 

newspapers to government-run websites, 

where they may not be easily found.

This is like putting the fox in 

charge of the hen house.

When public notices

reach the public, 

everyone benefits.



221
HELP WANTED

H O S T / H O S T E S S 
NEEDED APPLY in 
person, at 506 State 
Street.  Rubi Slipper 
must be f lexible. No 
Phone calls. (2/15)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the 
Valley Courier. Contact 
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

SEEKING A PART-
TIME Family Advo-
cate, with potential for 
full-time at a later date. 
The Family Advocate 
is responsible for the 
engagement, intake, as-
sessment, internal tri-
age, and case manage-
ment for families seek-
ing service at Adelante 
Family Resource Center. 
The Family Advocate 
works with families to 
create positive and long-
term growth aimed to 
improve safety, stabil-
ity, and self-efficacy 
by providing trauma-
informed, strengths-
based, solution focused, 
and culturally respon-
sive services. Duties 
include assisting with 
client goal setting. Ser-
vice/referral/resource 
navigation in the com-
munity, regular in-per-
son visits at Adelante, in 
family homes and in the 
community. Additional 
responsibilities include 
collaboration with local 
community partners and 
other program staff, data 
tracking, reporting and 
adherence to program 
grant requi rements. 
Bachelor’s degree pre-
ferred with two years 
of experience working 
in the human serve field 
with direct client con-
tact. Bi-lingual a plus. 
Please send cover letter 
and resume to: HR, PO 
BOX 1235, Alamosa, 
CO 81101 or email to 
hr@lapuente.net (2/18)  

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM TARPED 
AND shedded grass 
hay 3x3 Bales 750 lbs. 
near Monte, CO. 719-
588-8506. Discounts for 
larger amounts.(2/25)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFAL-
FA AND grass/alfalfa, 
small bales $7.00 in hay 
shed (719) 580-2509. 
(03/18)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

345
WOOD

WOOD FOR SALE! 
$145.00 a cord. Call 
719-588-1183.(2/7 TFN)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

 MOBIL 10W 30 con-
ventional motor oil, 
$15.00 a case, have 
a  bu nch .  72 0 -384 -
5600(2/13)

RAMSEY 12 VOLT 
P r o  8 0 0 0 R  S e r i e s 
#817508 wench 93 ft. 
5/16 cable.  Remote 
switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-
TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FOR ADOPTION:  4 
little black puppies, part 
boxer. Males and fe-
males.  Call or come by 
Valley Humane League 
589-3385

FOR A DOP TION: 
SUNSHINE! an ador-
able little black chihua-
hua mix.  She is a small 
lap dog and partially 
house trained.  She gets 
along with other dogs 
and cats.  Please call 
Valley Humane League 
for more information.  
At this time she is in 
foster care but we can 
bring her to meet you 
at the shelter.  589-3385

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

F O R  A D O P -
TION:   MIA  She is 
four months old and 
already very large.  She 
is part pyrenees and 
part border collie.  A 
wonderful dog!  Valley 
Humane 589-3385(2/14)

V A L L E Y  D O G 
TRAINING, Alamo-
sa. Obedience agility 
classes $50, 6 weeks 
719-379-4157 for infor-
mation. (2/18)

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a home? 
San Luis Valley Animal 
Welfare Society is a 
nonprofit animal rescue 
dedicated to stopping 
the euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Having 
pets altered is the num-
ber one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies con-
tact us. We will take the 
puppies into our rescue 
and spay the mama dog 
for free after the puppies 
are weaned. If needed 
we will also provide 
dog food & gas money 
to get the dogs to us to 
help in this situation. 
Spay/neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
good responsible homes 
for over 8,000 animals. 
Contact 719-587-9663 
(WOOF); email:  woof@
slvaws.org. (TFN)

N EED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to adopt 
kittens? Help trap/neu-
ter/release efforts? Do-
nate food/litter/supplies? 
Low cost spay/neuter 
clinic for cats. http://
www.catsaliveslv.com 
719-298-7028. (TFN)

F R E E T O G O OD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BARN CATS. Spay/
neuter clinics coming to 
Alamosa in near future. 
Call Donna K 719-589-
5952 or 719-580-9078. 
(TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 2 
or 3 bedroom mobile 
home 1981 or higher for 
$15,000 or under. Call or 
text 719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

FOR LEASE: 126 acres 
under pivot for hemp, 
near Moffat, CO. Please 
Call (719) 942-3286 or 
email kckennedy163@
gmail.com(3/3)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

1 BEDROOM GA-
RAGE carport fenced 
front and back yard, and 
workshop. $600/Mo. 
719-850-6055.(2/25)

HOUSE IN ALAMO-
SA For Sale. 5 Bedrooms 
2.5 Bathrooms call or 
text 719-496-6795 or 
719-480-0960. (2/20)

IN ALAMOSA, 206 
and 212 Bonney Dr. 3 
Bedrooms, 1 bathroom. 
$140,000/ each OBO call 
719-480-3777. (2/18)

DEL NORTE COLO-
RADO, Owner Finance, 
3 Bedroom 2 Bathroom 
$1000/Mo. 719-253-
2978.(2/15)

2 HOMES/ 5.25 Acres, 
Trees!, 3 wells!, Extra 
electric System, Trees!, 
Corrals. $184,000.00 
970-640-9562.(3/13)

420 - LOTS & 
ACREAGE

25 ACRES AT Sangre 
de Cristo Ranches, with 
Elec. 200’ water well, 
Sangre de Cristo creek 
runs through it. 80 acres 
2 ½ miles west of San 
Acacio call Al Lopez 
719-588-2930 / 719-843-
0930.(2/25)

500
REUNIONS

BEAUTIFUL MOUN-
TAIN RANCH WED-
DING/REUNION SITE. 
Lodge w/kitchen, dining, 
sleeping; 9 guest cabins. 
719-580-2486.(2/13)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

AFFORDABLE 1 BED-
ROOM apartment for rent 
in Alamosa and a studio 
apartment for rent in Monte 
Vista. Call (719)850-2069. 
(2/27)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM 1 Bathroom 
propane and wood heat 
fenced yard room for live-
stock. 970-640-9562.(2/22)

BEAUTIFUL NEWLY 
R ENOVATED home 
for rent, great views of 
Mt. Blanca and The Sand 
Dunes. Attached garage, 
$1,150/Mo. 9 miles east 
of Alamosa, No smoking. 
719-588-0304. (2/19)

BEAUTIFUL 4 BED-
ROOM Ranch house lo-
cated near Monte Vista 
$1000/mo. call 719-588-
8506. (2/13)

634 - ROOMMATE 
WANTED

M ATU R E WOM EN 
LIKING for a female 
roommate to share a 3 
bedroom house. For infor-
mation call 719-589-6921 
or 719-588-0813.(2/19)

717
WATER SHARES

AUGMENTATION WA-
TER SHARE of Middle-
mist water for sale 719-588-
3224. (2/28)
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DEAR ABBY: My hus-

band and I have an elderly 

(90-plus) aunt who lives 

with her son in a town 

about four hours away. She 

corresponds by letter with 

us regularly, and we always 

write back. However, it has 

become apparent that she’s 

not receiving our letters 

because she doesn’t make 

any comments on any of the 

things we write to tell her 

about. We suspect that her 

son is withholding her mail 

because we have written to 

him in the past to express 

our displeasure about how 

he treats his mother’s emo-

tional and safety needs.

 In the last letter we 

received from her, she told 

us she expected to spend 

Christmas in her basement 

apartment while her son 

and his wife’s family have 

Christmas festivities up-

stairs. It broke our hearts, 

but we realize that since 

we’re so far away, there’s 

little we can do. We’ve tried 

sending letters without 

our return address on the 

envelope, etc. to get past 

her son’s scrutiny, but we 

really don’t believe she’s 

getting her mail. 

 Should we contact the 

police or social services 

to do a wellness check on 

her, or do you have another 

suggestion? We know she 

occasionally goes to a se-

nior center in town. Should 

we write to her in care of 

the senior center? Your 

comments are appreciated. 

-- SUSPICIOUS IN GEOR-

GIA

 DEAR SUSPICIOUS: 

Your relative may be hav-

ing memory issues, or your 

fears may be genuine. Is it 

possible to talk with her 

on the phone or visit her 

to make an assessment? If 

someone suspects that an 

older person is being physi-

cally, emotionally or finan-

cially abused, it should be 

reported so the matter can 

be investigated. You can do 

that by contacting Adult 

Protective Services in your 

aunt’s state or the National 

Domestic Violence hotline 

at thehotline.org or 800-

799-7233.

 DEAR ABBY: A few 

years ago, I found some 

flirtatious and slightly 

risque messages between 

my husband and a female 

business associate. My 

husband agreed that they 

were wrong and says he 

has discontinued those 

kinds of conversations. He 

has stayed in contact with 

her, and their friendship 

remains.

 After dealing with the 

hurt for more than two 

years, I finally told him a 
few months ago the only 

way I would be OK with 

their friendship is if he 

introduced me to her. He 

promised he would, but he 

hasn’t followed through. 

This week I saw on our 

phone bill that while on a 

recent business trip he was 

texting with her late into 

the night and early in the 

morning. I confronted him, 

but he continues to say they 

are just friends, and he is 

doing nothing wrong. 

 I’m heartbroken. I feel 

he has betrayed my trust. 

What should I do? -- DIS-

RESPECTED IN TEXAS

 DEAR DISRESPECT-

ED: Your husband is doing 

something wrong. He’s 

hurting you and threaten-

ing the marriage. What you 

should do now is ask your 

doctor or your health insur-

ance company to refer you 

to a marriage and family 

therapist, schedule some 

visits and insist that your 

husband join you. If he is 

interested in saving the 

marriage, he will agree. 

If not, you may need to 

reconsider your future and 

consult an attorney.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren

THE GRIZZWELLS

Thursday, February 13, 2020 Valley Courier Page 11

HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Niece suspects elderly aunt 
is being isolated by her son
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Safari Club 
International, the leader in defend-
ing the freedom to hunt and promoting 
wildlife conservation worldwide, raised 
an astounding $140,000 in response to 
a strategic call to action focused on the 
proposed forced reintroduction of wolves 
into Colorado. 

Led by the Colorado delegation of SCI 
during last week’s 48th Annual SCI Con-
vention, these funds will be utilized in the 
state to advance concerns surrounding the 
Colorado Wolf Ballot Initiative. 

SCI hosted an educational seminar 
focused on the issue and the SCI Board 
of Directors also discussed a strategy and 
detailed course of action to address the 
threats posed by this issue and prevent the 
initiative from advancing. Chapters from 
across the country stepped up to help fund 
this effort and SCI will continue generating 
additional revenue for this fight until it is 
finished in November. 

SCI will immediately begin engaging in 
a grassroots campaign led by Coloradoan’s 
Protecting Wildlife, alongside its partners 
from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, 
Colorado Farm Bureau, and the Colorado 
Woolgrowers Association. Interested par-
ties are invited to view their website for 
more information on the “Rethink Wolves” 
campaign. 

The proposed ballot measure would 
mandate the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Commission (CPW) to develop a plan to re-
store and manage gray wolves in Colorado 
“using the best scientific data available” 
and “designed to resolve conflicts with 
persons engaged in ranching and farm-
ing.” According to documents obtained 
by Safari Club International through a 
Colorado Open Records Act request, the 
reintroduction effort would cost Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) approximately 
$6 million through the first eight years of 
implementation, with additional yearly 
expenses topping over three-quarters of 
a million dollars annually. 

“Wildlife management by ballot box 
is a horrible precedent to set,” said Ben 
Cassidy, Director of Government Affairs 
for SCI. “Wildlife management decisions 
should be made by the biologists, wildlife 
managers and scientists who have the 
expertise and experience to make decisions 
that will affect Colorado’s wildlife and those 
who enjoy that wildlife. 

Aside from the obvious safety concern 
of releasing wolves into a rapidly grow-
ing state that already boasts 6 million 

residents, the ballot effort has raised red 
flags in the hunting community. Forcing 
the sudden presence of an apex preda-
tor into the ecosystem would likely have 
disastrous effects on the large ungulate 
populations for which Colorado is famous. 

Fewer elk and mule deer from predation 
means fewer hunting tags available for 
resident and non-resident hunters. Such a 
reduction in tags and the hunting licenses 
required to purchase the tags would result 
in a loss of revenue for CPW for manage-
ment of wildlife and habitat. Over time, this 
could impact the federal funding the state 
of Colorado receives through the Pittman-
Robertson Act, which distributes funds 
based on the number of hunters a state has 
for the purpose of wildlife management. 

Hunters are joined in their concern by 
the agricultural community who fear that 
wolf predation on livestock could damage 
an industry that contributes more than 
$4 billion a year into the state. Lastly, 
there are also 

Endangered Species Act implications. 
Wolves are an endangered species and will 
continue to be so until the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service delists them. 

Safari Club International will continue 
to monitor this situation and will be in-
volved in every way it can to ensure state 
management authority isn’t undermined 
at the ballot box. 

To receive important updates and alerts 
about not only this ballot issue in Colorado, 
but other important fights around the 
country sign up for SCI’s Hunter Advocacy 
Action Center. 

Safari Club International-First For 
Hunters is the leader in protecting the 
freedom to hunt and in promoting wildlife 
conservation worldwide. SCI’s approxi-
mately 200 Chapters represent all 50 of 
the United States as well as 106 other 
countries. SCI’s proactive leadership in a 
host of cooperative wildlife conservation, 
outdoor education and humanitarian pro-
grams, with the SCI Foundation and other 
conservation groups, research institutions 
and government agencies, empowers 
sportsmen to be contributing community 
members and participants in sound wildlife 
management and conservation. Visit the 
home page www.SafariClub.org, or call 
520-620-1220 for more information 

Report, photo courtesy of press release 
from Robert Brooks, senior associate, The 
Herald Group, dial: 202-617-3080 | email: 
rbrooks@theheraldgroup.com.

Safari Club International 
battling Wolf 

Ballot Initiative

Consumers depend on 
various agricultural pro-
ducers to provide the fruits, 
vegetables and meat and 
dairy products they rely on 
for sustenance. 

The conditions in which 
livestock are sometimes 
housed and cared for is a 
cause of concern for many 
such consumers. However, 
farmers who understand 
that their livelihoods depend 
on the health of their animals 
often do their best to keep 
their livestock healthy and 
comfortable.

Animal agriculture is 
evolving as animal scientists, 
veterinarians and farmers 
seek ways to provide for 
animal health and welfare. 
At the same time, farmers 
are seeking ways to minimize 
the negative impact these 
changes can have on employ-
ees and the environment. 

INDOOR HOUSING
Data published in 2016 by 

the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture found that indoor 
housing protects livestock 
from harsh external environ-
ments and serves to decrease 
exposure to parasites and 
diseases spread by insects, 
wildlife and other vectors.

Although some are quick 
to say that outdoor living is 
better and indoor conditions 
can be unsanitary, many 
studies have proven the op-
posite. Increased prevalence 
of infectious disease and 
parasites are well-known 
risks associated with outdoor 
housing of livestock, said the 
USDA. This has been proven 
by studying both indoor and 
outdoor chickens, as well as 
swine.

BATTERY CAGES
Many people are concerned 

about the welfare of hens 
spending time in battery 
cages. These cages prevent 
hens from fighting with one 
another, but they also put the 
birds in very tight quarters. 
Battery cages were often 
coveted because their sloped 
floors allowed clean eggs 

to roll away into collection 
areas, making the process 
less labor-intensive. 

Farmers are trying to find 
a balance between keeping 
eggs clean and birds safe 
while providing humane 
living conditions without 
affecting the cost of eggs. 
In some areas, such as the 
European Union, battery 
cages are no longer in use. 
Egg-laying hens in Canada 
also may find battery cages 
a thing of the past thanks 
to the a new NFACC code 
for the care and handling of 
Canada’s hens.

In addition, Publix, Wal-
Mart, Costco, Denny’s, and 
more than 20 other major 
companies have stopped 
buying eggs from producers 
who use battery cages.

GROUP HOUSING
Veal production has long 

been a point of contention 
among animal welfare activ-
ists. The traditional option 
has been to keep calves alone 
in “veal crates,” which are 
small and provide limited 
movement. Many veal farm-
ers have slowly transitioned 

away from veal crates, said 
the organization Animal 
Smart. Group pens and 
indoor barns are climate-
controlled and allow calves 
to stay together. Some farms 
even afford the calves some 
outdoor time for fresh air. 

Group housing is more 
social and less restrictive for 
the calves. According to the 
American Veal Association, 
veal farmers spent more 
than $50 million over 10 
years to transition to these 
group housing systems. 
Calves can stand, stretch, 
lie down, groom themselves 
and benefit from year-round 
ventilation to thrive.

Furthermore, milk-fed 
calves raised for veal are 
raised until age 22 weeks, 
and marketed at 500 pounds, 
which is much older and 
larger than many people 
likely know, according to 
AVA.

Great strides are being 
made to ensure that live-
stock are provided humane 
living conditions and envi-
ronments to keep them com-
fortable and safe.  TF185004

Humane housing for safe, 
comfortable livestock


