
Adams State will finish 

spring semester online

— Page 5

Interesting way to explain 

ascension in Bermuda

— Page 10

Today's Issue Sponsored By:

FRIDAY EDITION   |   WWW.ALAMOSANEWS.COM VOLUME 94, NO. 57

$1March 20, 2020LOCAL NEWS... LOCAL VIEWS

Obituaries .......................... Page 2

Valley News ......................Pages 3

Opinion.............................Pages 4

Religion ............................. Page 5

Public Notice ...................... Page 6

Classified ..........................Pages 7

Comics ............................... Page 8

Lifestyle ....................... Page 9, 10

INSIDE

Partly Cloudy 

48/25

Sat: Evening Showers 
51/23

Sun: Mostly Sunny

57/23

SLV WEATHER

Follow 
us on 

Facebook - 
Alamosa 

Valley Courier

SLV
Today!

Bingo 
cancelled

ALAMOSA — Both 

the Elks Lodge and the 

American Legion of Ala-

mosa have cancelled 

bingo due to health 

concerns. The American 

Legion has suspended 

bingo and club activity 

while the Elks bingo is 

cancelled for the follow-

ing dates – March 19, 26 

and April 2. 

Courier office

hours change

ALAMOSA – Based 

on staff cuts, the Valley 

Courier office will be 

closing from 1-2 p.m. 

daily. Additional cut-

backs in office hours may 

be forthcoming.

Rio Grande County declares state of 

emergency
DEL NORTE —
R E L A T E D  T O 

EVENTS
Pursuant to Sec-

tion25-1- 506 (2)(a)
(I), Colorado Revised 
Statutes, this Order 
is effective

within the entire-
ty of Rio Grande 
County, including 
all towns within the 
County, until May

10, 2020.
On March 10, 2020, 

the Governor of Colo-
rado declared a state 
of emergency related 
to

the presence of CO-
VID-19 in the State. 
The Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health 
and Environment 
has confirmed that 

COVID-19 continues 
to spread throughout 
the State of Colorado.

On March 13, 2020, 
the President of the 
United States de-
clared a National 
Emergency due to 
COVID-19.

On March 15, 2020, 
the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and 
Prevention issued 
guidance to cancel or 
postpone in-person 
events that consist 
of 50 people or more 
throughout the Unit-
ed States for 8 weeks. 
On March 16, 2020, 
the President of the 
United States is-
sued a statement 
including recommen-

dations to avoid gath-
erings of 10 or more 
people.

The age, condition, 
and health of a sig-
nificant portion of 
the population in Rio 
Grande County plac-
es it at risk of serious 
health complications, 
including death, from 
COVID-19.

Although most in-
dividuals who con-
tract COVID-19 do 
not become seriously 
ill, persons with mild 
symptoms and as-
ymptomatic persons 
with COVID-19 may 
place other vulner-
able members of the 
public at significant 
risk. 

■ See RIO GRANDE page 3
Rio Grande continued the recent trend of different counties around 
the valley declaring a state of emergency in response to COVID-19.

Alamosa Schools look to avoid COVID-19
ALAMOSA — All ASD schools 

are closed through Friday, April 

17, 2020. Timely updates will 

be provided as new informa-

tion is received. K-12 learning 

opportunities and staff-student 

accountability for the same will 

remain intact throughout the 

closure. ASD staff is asked to 

monitor their district emails 

this week. Information about ac-

cessing student learning will be 

released at the beginning of next 

week. Pending the release of more 

information about student work/

meals, only district staff members 

are allowed in schools during the 

closure. -Robert Alejo

Saguache County 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 03/19/2020

Gatherings of MORE THAN NINE(9) PEOPLE are prohibited. 
In addition…

If you are UNDER AGE 60 
and IN GOOD HEALTH

Minimize social contact

Follow social distancing
recommendations

Adhere to relevant social,
business, and Order herein

If you are AGE 60+ or have 
an UNDERLYING CONDITIION

Do not attend any Events or gatherings

Do not enter the workplace
or conduct any workplace activities

Eliminate in-person social contact

Follow social distancing 
recommendations

PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHED AMENDED 
ORDER FOR DETAILS AND EXCEPTIONS

ORDERED
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC

Schools, Daycares, Libraries
Recreational Centers, Pools, 
Spas

Short term lodging, hotels, motels,
bed and breakfast, lodges and 
retreats

Non-essential Retail

Restaurants and bars are closed. 
Takeout and delivery is allowed.

SLV REC offering assistance to impacted 

members
SAN LUIS VALLEY— San Luis Valley 

Rural Electric Cooperative’s Board of Direc-
tors is actively engaged in ensuring that the 
vital utility services of electricity, Internet and 
phone continue to all members and customers 
in these challenging times. Bill assistance has 
always been provided to help REC members 
and Ciello customers in need, and now busi-
nesses, members and customers impacted by 
government mandated closures are receiving 
additional assistance ensuring these vital 

services continue through this crisis. 
As many citizens are being forced to work 

remotely, Ciello is strengthening its network 
and working with residents, students, hos-
pitals, schools and other vital businesses to 
maintain and increase availability. 

REC and Ciello will continue to provide 
regular status updates to keep members and 
customers informed of our critical services. 
With questions or concerns, please call 719-
852-3538.
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COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per day. Pending arrangements 

or death notices are free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or other 
representatives that place obituaries.  All paid obituaries are published on 
www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@alamosanews.com If the news-
paper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be made and the obit 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS
ALAMOSA—The San 

Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, 
Order of The Eastern 
Star, meets on the first 
and third Mondays, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Alamosa 
Masonic Hall, 512 San 
Juan Ave.  Call Sharon 
at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon 
at Juanitos in Alamosa.  
Contact Dean Swift, 589-
3499 or dean@deanswift-
seed.com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@
hotmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the 
Feelin' Good Coffeehouse 
in South Fork. Contact: 
Karen Miller, 719-873-
5466 or email mkmiller-
mink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics 
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 
12-Step Meetings. The 
6th Tradition states that 
we are not affiliated with 
any outside organiza-
tions, but in the spirit of 
cooperation, we list these 
meeting schedules for 
friends and family. For 
information, call 719-
937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598 
Spruce St., Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall 
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church at 607 4th 
St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Bap-
tist Church, County Rd. 
T, Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church at 
751 Lincoln St., Monte 
Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 p.m. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 

2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your group 
service representative 
(GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior 

Health Group at 8745 CR 
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 
St., Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crest-
one (second and fourth 
Thursdays)

NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS (NarcAnon)

TUESDAY
7 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Church, 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

7:30 p.m. Baca Grande 
Library at Road T, Cre-
stone

THURSDAY
7 p.m. SDA Church at 

313 Craft Drive, Alamosa

SATURDAY
9 a.m. Little Shepherd 

Episcopal Chapel at Alder 
St., Crestone

7 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church, 607 4th St., 
Alamosa

LA JARA — Ortiz resi-
dent Robert Duran,52, 
passed away peacefully 
March 18, at the San Luis 
Valley Regional Medical 
Center with his loving 
family by his side.

Robert was born on April 
14, 1967, in La Jara, the 
son of Albert P. Duran and 
Rufinita Duran. Robert 
worked for Red Hill Lava 
as a heavy equipment 
operator for many years.

In his free time, he en-
joyed ranching, farming, 
being in the mountains and 
listening to music. Robert 
was an avid sports fan and 
enjoyed the time he was 
able to spend with family 
and friends. 

Survivors include: his 
loving wife, Joanne Duran; 
daughter, Rheanna Duran 
(Joshua Duran) ; son, 

Robert Duran, 52

ALAMOSA —Melissa 
Elaine Hall, 91, passed 
away on Tuesday March 
17th, at the San Luis Care 
Center in Alamosa.

Melissa was born on 
March 6th, 1929 in Lead-
ville, to Frank and Chris-
tine Robinson. On Novem-
ber of 1949 she married 
William Walter Hall in 
Taos, and together they 
grew their family. She 
loved her family dearly.

Elaine is survived by 
her children, Walter (Julie 
Donald) Hall; John (Linda) 
Hall; Richard (Jeannette) 
Hall; and Sharon (Jim) 
Stanley; daughter-in-
law, Roberta Hall; seven 
grandchildren; sixteen 
great-grandchildren; five 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; siblings, Mary Jo 

Melissa Elaine Hall, 91

SANDY, Utah — Gloria 
Mott Wuckert, age 91, 
passed away peacefully on 
March 15, in Sandy, Utah 
of natural causes incident 
to age.  She was born on 
September 17, 1928, in 
Alamosa, to Jacob Lyman 
Mott and Elsie Sowards — 
one of 12 children.

Gloria married the love 
of her life, Donald James 
Wuckert, on June 25, 1950, 
in Alamosa.  

After graduating from 
high school, Gloria went 
to cosmetology school in 
Denver and received her 
license to be a hairdresser/
beautician.

After marrying Don and 
settling into Alamosa, she 
became a housewife which 
she thoroughly loved as it 
reminded her of growing 
up on a farm in a large fam-
ily in the Carmel district 
near Alamosa.  

From this marriage two 
children were born: Alan 
Kent and Pamela Jo.

Throughout her life, 
Gloria gave unwavering 
support to Don in his 
many businesses. These 
included: the Home Lum-
ber Co., First National 
Bank in Alamosa (which 
later grew to include 
other branches in the 
San Luis Valley), Ala-
mosa Plaza Apartments, 
Appletree Storage (which 
they jokingly called Easy 
Street),  among other 
ventures. 

Gloria was an excellent 
seamstress, knitter and 
cook. She made many 
beautiful items for friends 
and family. Her cooking 

Gloria Mott Wuckert, 91

PENDING OBITUARIES

was legendary and loved 
by all. Favorites that she 
made included: chicken 
tamales, kraut bierok, 
wilted spinach salad and 
rhubarb pie —just a small 
sampling of her cooking 
prowess.

She loved candy and 
treats and always had a 
secret stash which she 
thought nobody knew 
about, but we all did.   

Gloria was a member of 
the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints and 
loved the Gospel dearly.

Gloria is survived by her 
children: Alan (Janice) 
Wuckert, Murray, UT 
and Pam (Chris) Morgan, 
Draper, UT; five grand-
children: Heidi, Kristjan, 
Nick, Taylor and Caitlin.

Also surviving are nine 
great-grandchildren: Mar-
en, Porter, Ben, Indy, 
Heath, Cole, Olivia, Emma 
and Amelia. She is also 
survived by her siblings: 
Donna (Betty), Carol, 
Kathleen, Joe and Jean-
nie.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 

husband Don; and her 
siblings: Lyman, Maurice, 
Winfred, June, Marilyn 
and Joyce.

The family would like 
to express their gratitude 
to the many people who 
have given great care and 
assistance to Gloria over 
the past many years. This 
includes: her neighbors 
and friends in Alamosal 
her live-in roommates: 
Kandace, Casey, Lisyuri 
and Nicole.

Also, the staff at Ce-
darwood in Sandy, and 
Encompass Health and 
Hospice are due special 
recognition and our heart-
felt gratitude for their kind 
and tender care.

Due to the Covid-19 
epidemic, our family is con-
cerned for the health and 
safety of all those family 
and friends who loved our 
mother. We have decided 
that it is best for us to not 
have a viewing and funeral 
for her at this time.

A private graveside ser-
vice and interment will 
take place at the Alamosa 
Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Rogers Family Mor-
tuary. A family celebration 
of our mother’s life will be 
held at a later date. We 
appreciate all of your love 
and support.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests a donation 
in Gloria’s honor to San 
Luis Valley Regional Medi-
cal Center in Alamosa, or to 
a charity of your choice. To 
leave online condolences or 
words of strength for the 
family, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com.

Nason, Barbara Erwin, 
Marleene Moore and John 
(Debbie) Robinson; broth-
er-in-law, Jeff Lay; nu-
merous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, extended family 
and friends. 

She was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
Frank and Christine; hus-
band, Bill; infant daugh-
ter, Edith Jolene; infant 
grandsons, Matthew and 
Gregory Hall; great-grand-
son, Alec Hotz; and nine of 
her siblings. 

There will be a viewing at 
Rogers Family Mortuary 
in Alamosa on Thursday 
March 19th, from 6-8 p.m. 
and a Graveside Service 
at the Alamosa Cemetery 
on Friday March 20th at 
10 a.m. 

Rogers Family Mortuary 
of Alamosa is in care of the 
arrangements. In lieu of 
attendance, we encourage 
you to leave online condo-
lences or words of strength 
for the family, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com.  

Johnathon Duran (Megan 
Smith); the light of his 
life, his grandson Brayden 
Duran, all of Ortiz; moth-
er-in-law, Arlene Sisne-
ros of Antonito; sister, 
Gina (Ernest) Mathews of 
Texas City; special aunt, 
Leah Duran of Alamosa; 
brothers-in-law, Estevan 

(Rachel) Sisneros of Albu-
querque and Ernie Sisne-
ros of Grand Junction. He 
is also survived by many 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. 

Robert was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Albert and Rufinita Du-
ran; brother, Paul Duran; 
father-in-law, Ernie Sisne-
ros and brother-in-law, 
Ronald Ruybal. 

A small private family 
Mass of the Resurrection 
will be held Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic 
Church in Conejos. Inter-
ment will follow at the 
Ortiz Cemetery. To leave 
online condolences please 
visit romeroufneralhomes.
com. The arrangements 
have been placed in the 
care of Romero Funeral 
Home of Antonito.

Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome 
to attend a free meeting 
or call Doris at 589-6396 
for more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA  — The 
San Luis Valley Photog-
raphy Club meets the 
first Wednesday at the 
Alamosa Public Library 
at 6:30 p.m. Contact 
Stephen Jensen at 379-
0001 or slvphotostephen@
gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Families 
Healing Families is a 
community-based orga-
nization that provides 
support and resources 
for families affected by 
the impact of substance 
abuse. They meet on 
the third Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Citizens Center at 92 
Rio Grande Ave. (on the 
north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Alamo-
sa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 

589-0543.
ALAMOSA — Open 

drop-in meditation for 
health ,  s tress  man-
agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sunday of 
the month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 
607 Fourth St., Alamosa, 
with Mountain Institute, 
A Kriya, Meditation & 
Lamplighting School. 
Contact Martin at 575-
758-5876 or talentolocal@
live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschool-
ers at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Confer-
ence Center on the second 
and fourth Mondays of 
each month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of every 
month from 1 p.m. until 
4:30 p.m. at 757 County 
Rd. 29, .Monte Vista. Call 
or email Wanda Couzens-
Smith for more informa-
tion at (719) 852-5000 or 
wcouzenssmith@gmail.
com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meetings 
are every first and third 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa 
Toastmasters meets on 
Mondays at noon at The 
Bridge in Alamosa at 
3407 Carroll Street. Par-
ticipants will find a sup-
portive learn-by-doing 
environment that allows 
them to achieve their 
goals at their own pace. 
Call (719) 588-5127.

ALAMOSA — Alamosa resident Adrian D. Getz, 69, passed away surrounded 
by his family at the San Luis Valley Health Regional Medical Center in Alamosa 
on March 18.

Services will be announced through Rogers Family Mortuary of Alamosa.  

MONTE VISTA — Maddex William Maestas was born into this world on March 12, to mother, Alexandria Paige and father, Kelly William Maestas; both of Monte 
Vista. Maddex was born in the San Luis Valley Health hospital; at 7 lbs., 12 oz. and 19.5 in. long. Maddex’s maternal grandparents are Mike and Mona Sanchez of 
Del Norte. His paternal grandparents are Kelly and Kim Maestas of Monte Vista. Maddex has one sibling, Liam Kai Martinez.  
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A large surge in the 
number of persons with 
serious infections can 
compromise the ability of 
the healthcare system to

de l i ver  necessary 
healthcare to the public.

Public Health
The limitations on large 

gatherings and the use of 
social distancing decreas-
es the risk of COVID-19 
transmission to our most 
vulnerable populations, 
and is especially impor-
tant for people who are 
over 60 years old and those 
with chronic health

conditions due to their 
higher risk of severe 
illness and death from 
COVID-19. This

Order will reduce the 
likelihood that many in-
dividuals will be exposed 
to COVID-19 at a single 
event, and will, therefore, 
slow the spread of COV-
ID-19 in our communities.

This Order is adopted 
pursuant to the legal 
authority set forth in 
sections 25-1-506 and 25-
1-508, Colorado Revised 
Statutes. Under these 
laws, the local Public 
Health Director has the 
duty to investigate and 
control the causes of epi-
demic or communicable 
diseases and conditions 
affecting public health 
and to establish,

maintain, and enforce 
isolation and quarantine, 
and in pursuance thereof, 
and for this purpose only, 
to exercise physical control 
over the property and over 

the persons of the people 
within the jurisdiction of 
the agency as the agency 
may find necessary for

the protection of the 
public health. All events 
must follow the require-
ments stated

herein.

I. DEFINITIONS
For purposes of this 

Order:
An “Event” is a group 

gathering that takes place 
indoors or outdoors with 
a capacity of 10 or more 
persons and that have 10 
or more persons present 
in one room or continuous 
space.

“Event” does not include 
activities that are primar-
ily individual or occur in 
small groups or in non-
congregate settings, such 

as places of employment 
and restaurants, as long 
as persons present are 
able to maintain adequate 
social distancing, as well 
as hygiene and sanitiza-
tion recommendations 
as defined below. At this 
point, this order also does 
not pertain to schools.

II. ORDER
A. All events 10 people 

or more are prohibited.
B. Events with fewer 

than 10 attendees are 
prohibited unless the fol-
lowing

steps are employed to 
mitigate risks:

1. Older adults (age 60 
and older) and individuals 
with underlying medical

conditions that are at 
increased risk of serious 
COVID-19, including

employees, are encour-
aged not to attend.

2. Social distancing 
recommendations must be 
met. These include

limiting contact of peo-
ple within 6 feet from each 
other for 10 minutes

or longer, and any other 
applicable guidance. See 
Section 111b,e low.

3. Individuals who are 
sick must stay home.

4. Proper hand hygiene 
and sanitation must be 
readily available to

all attendees and em-
ployees.

5. Environmental clean-
ing guidelines from the US 
Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention 
(CDC) are followed (e.g., 
clean and

disinfect high touch 
surfaces daily or more 

frequently).

Ill. FURTHER GUID-
ANCE

Further guidelines for 
social distance are avail-
able at:

https://www.colorado.
gov/pacific/cdphe/2019-
novel-coronavirus

IV. GENERAL INFOR-
MATION FOR ALL PER-
SONS AFFECTED BY 
THIS ORDER

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY

Rio Grande County Pub-
lic Health is tasked with 
protecting the health and 
welfare of the

citizens of Rio Grande 
County, Colorado by in-
vestigating and control-
ling the causes of epi-
demic and communicable 
diseases. This Order is 
necessary to control any 
potential

transmission of disease 
to others. See section 25-
1-508, Colorado Revised 
Statutes.

Immediate issuance of 
this Order is necessary for 
the preservation of public 

health, safety, or welfare.
Any person aggrieved 

and affected by this Order 
has the right to request 
judicial review by filing 
an action with the Rio 
Grande County District 
Court within 90 days of 
the date of this Order, 
pursuant to section 25-
1-515, Colorado Revised 
Statutes. However, you 
must continue to obey the 
terms of this Order while 
your request for review is 
pending.

This Order is in effect 
until midnight Mountain 
Standard Time May 10, 
2020, and is subject to 
continuing review by the 
Public Health Director 
consistent with recom-
mendations from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

We will not be actively 
searching for violations, 
but if we receive reports 
of events contrary to the 
order, we will reach out to 
the organizer to educate, 
provide guidance,

and enforce the provi-
sions of this order, if 
necessary.

‘Dick Boyce’ Memorial Book Scholarship
MONTE VISTA — The 

Monte Vista Rotary Club 
is proud to announce that 
it will once again offer 
the Dick Boyce Memo-
rial Book Scholarship to 
a qualifying high school 
senior from either the 
Monte Vista or Sargent 
High School.  It is also 
open to a Monte Vista 
Rotary member’s child 
who is a graduating senior 
attending a high school 
elsewhere in the San Luis 

Valley.  One scholarship is 
awarded annually.  The 
application deadline is 
April 3, 2020.

“We strongly encourage 
all Monte Vista and Sar-
gent High School Seniors 
to apply for this scholar-
ship opportunity,” says 
President David Hinkley.  
“We really want to have a 
strong slate of candidates 
to choose from.”

This scholarship is de-
signed to pay book fees 

for a 2020 graduating 
high school senior who 
will be attending either 

Adams State University or 
Trinidad Jr. College on a 
full-time basis.  More spe-

cifically, it will pay book 
fees for up to and including 
the sum of $500 per year 
for a total of four consecu-
tive years.  It is eligible for 
Adams State University 
for four consecutive years 
or Trinidad Jr. College for 
two years and then Adams 
State University for the 
subsequent two years if 
the student transfers to 
Adams State University 
from Trinidad Jr. College. 

“I encourage eligible 
students to apply for this 
scholarship,” said Gracie 
Burkhardt, 2019 recipi-
ent.  “This scholarship has 
financially helped me so 
much with the purchase 
of my books, and it is not 
a difficult application to 
complete.”

Dick Boyce was a very 
active Rotarian from the 
Sargent area who believed 

in his local community and 
the education of its youth.

The Monte Vista Rotary 
is a civic club that has been 
in existence since 1920, 
serving the Monte Vista 
community in many ways.  
We annually complete 
two highway clean-ups, 
a cemetery clean-up, and 
support financially many 
other community projects 
throughout the year.  The 
Ski Hi Stampede BBQ is 
our largest fundraiser.

For more detailed infor-
mation, contact either the 
Monte Vista or Sargent 
High School Councilors or 
you can also contact Monte 
Vista Rotary members Da-
vid Hinkley ( 852-3442), 
Diana Paulson (850-2004) 
, Linda Weyers (852-
3322), or Karla Shriver 
(850-5808) or any other 
Monte Vista Rotarian.

“We strongly encourage all 

Monte Vista and Sargent High 

School Seniors to apply for this 

scholarship opportunity,” 

- David Hinkley,Monte Vista  Rotary 

Club President

One-vehicle crash, Sanford 

man in critical condition
ALAMOSA — A 45-year-old San-

ford man was critically injured in 
a one-vehicle accident just south of 
Alamosa Wednesday morning.

Orlando Juarez was driving a 
2016 GMC pickup about 6:15 a.m. 
on County Road 109 at County Road 
11 South when the accident occurred. 
According to a Colorado State Patrol 
report, he was northbound on Road 
109 (Old Sanford Highway) when 
he failed to negotiate a curve in the 
roadway.

The Juarez vehicle reportedly skid-

ded over 50 feet before traveling off 
the right side of the roadway and 
skidding an additional 72 feet and 
collided with a dirt embankment. It 
then went airborne for approximately 
45 feet colliding with a ditch em-
bankment and coming to rest facing 
north on its wheels in a ditch filled 
with water.

Juarez was transported to San Luis 
Valley Health and was later flown to 
Penrose Hospital where he remains 
awaiting family.

The cause of the crash is still under 
investigation according to CSP.

Narrow Gauge Book Co-op announces temporary 
hours

 ALAMOSA — In response to the CO-
VID19 pandemic, Narrow Gauge Book 
Cooperative is taking the following steps:

           We will be moving to a 4-day week. 
Beginning the week of March 22, we will 
be open from Wednesday-Saturday 10 
AM – 6 PM (closed Sunday-Tuesday). 
These new hours are temporary and will 
begin on Wednesday, March 25.

           The NGBC is largely volunteer-
staffed, so we have asked our volunteers 
to take a break in an effort to reduce 
exposure (many of our volunteers are 
in the high-risk groups). Though you 
may not see our volunteers for a while, 
NGBC employees will still be working 
to keep the store open for our valued 
customers.

                 We are thoroughly dis-
infecting the store each morning and 
throughout the day. We will be comply-
ing with all Colorado Department of 

Health recommendations. Stay tuned 
for any changes that may come as a 
result of tightening regulations by state 
and local authorities.

 All bookstore events are postponed 
until further notice. This includes the 
John Rawinski event that was scheduled 
for Saturday, March 21.

                 All online and telephone 
orders will qualify for a 10% discount, 
and applies to in-stock items or special 
orders. Order through our website at 
narrowgaugebooks.com. Click on the 
‘special order’ tab or call us at 719-589-
3464. We can ship your book(s) for a $5 
shipping fee for the first book, and $1 
additional each book thereafter.

           Need a greeting card sent? Call 
or email us. We can either pick one for 
you or we can go over our selection with 
you. You pay for the card and stamp; we 
will write your message and send it out 

for you. We have a very large selection 
of post cards and greeting cards in stock 
for every occasion.

           Support the Co-op now by 
purchasing a gift certificate. We’d be 
happy to send your gift certificate out 
for you. Just call or email us for further 
information.      

           We are an owner and member-
supported cooperative. Please show 
your support by becoming an owner or 
member today. Ask us for details.

           For any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to call the store at 719-589-
3464, or go online at narrowgaugebooks.
com.

Homelake Foundation 

Dinner and meeting 

cancelled
           MONTE VISTA —The board 

of the Homelake Historic Preservation 
and Restoration Foundation has decided 
to cancel the annual foundation meet-
ing and dinner slated for March 25 at 
Dos Rios.

          However, the annual meeting, 
held every March, will be handled via 
a conference call at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 25, 2020. Those signed up for the 
dinner and meeting will be contacted 
with particulars on how to log on to the 
conference. Foundation members can 

contact Board President Erin Macgil-
livray Smith at 719-588-4469 for par-
ticulars if they aren’t contacted in the 
next few days.

          Smith said Tuesday, “In light 
of the pandemic coronavirus and to 
keep our population safe—many are 
elderly and have compromised im-
mune systems--the board has decided 
to cancel the dinner and meeting slated 
for next week. We hope to reschedule a 
get-together at a later date, perhaps in 
the summer.”

Public Health Update on 

COVID-19
One of the most common questions 

being asked right now related to CO-
VID-19 is regarding testing in the San 
Luis Valley. It may help to understand 
more about how the process works. We 
talk a lot about testing, but what is actu-
ally happening is that test samples are 
taken here and then sent out to a lab for 
the test to be conducted on that sample. 

When a person is experiencing 
symptoms (cough, fever, or shortness 
of breath), they should contact their 
doctor or one of the nurse call lines that 
have been set up by SLV Health or Rio 
Grande Hospital. (If it is a medical emer-
gency like difficulty breathing, call 911 
instead.) The health care provider will 
help evaluate the person’s risk factors 
and symptoms. They must weigh many 
factors into the decision about whether to 
test for COVID-19 or not. In some cases, 
they will start by ruling out another 
illness, like the flu. If it is determined 
that the person may have COVID-19, 
the person will be given instructions 
to isolate, unless they referred to the 

emergency room. Our current test sup-
ply in the San Luis Valley does not allow 
every possible case to be tested. And not 
everyone who is tested has COVID-19. 
So far, for those who have been tested, 
we have received back only negative test 
results, although there are some results 
pending. The results are taking longer 
than initially anticipated, so the advice 
will be to safely self-isolate. 

If you would like to volunteer to assist 
with the response to COVID-19 or make a 
donation, you can do so by visiting www.
HelpColoradoNow.org. 

General COVID information: CO 
HELP line 1-877-462-2911 (English and 
Spanish) 

SLV updates:  https://www.slvemer-
gency.org/

Colorado updates and guidance: 
https://covid19.colorado.gov 

CDC updates and guidance: https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

Small Business - www.choosecolorado.
com



I have been self-quarantining. 
Not because I’m sick, but because 
I have allergies. Mostly because 
if a person with grey hair sneezes 
where someone can hear it, some-
one else may be afraid.

At this time of year, my sinuses 
rebel and their declarations are 
similar to what we know about 
COVID-19.

The medications that can stop 
it also stop me. Snore…

Televised finger-pointing 
hasn’t looked beyond the current 
situation with the virus.

The fact that my allergies 
masquerade as the Corona Virus 
was pounded into me by persons 
who saw and heard me.

I made a quick run to the store 
and went on lock-in.

I never imagined there would 
be such a stampede to the store 
for such items as paper towels, 
toilet tissue, paper napkins and 
varied cleaning supplies.

I buy a certain supply, but 

never what 
one would 
call a stock-
pile.

I  know 
what  my 
household 
needs and 
I meet that 
reality.

Yet com-
puter en-
tr ies  are 
s h o w i n g 

women cramming extreme 
amounts of bathroom tissues 
into shopping carts and battling 
their way outside, where they 
turn every inch of their vehicles 
into supply transport and still tie 
more on their hoods and trunks.

We prepared for Y2K by accu-
mulating non-perishable foods. 
That excess held out until 2005. 
I still have six bags of beans. I 
gave away the last of the maca-
roni two years ago. Good thing 

macaroni and cheese are one of 
my favorite meals. I still buy a 
couple of packages each month.

Sharing was common. 
The flour we stockpiled turned 

into tortillas, bread and biscuits.
Y2K came and went.
The current stockpiling of 

household paper products and 
other cleaning supplies boggles 
the mind. As I recall, the Y2K 
frenzy began after midnight 
in 1999. We ate posole as the 
new century dawned. I vocally 
wished we had bought enough 
antacid. 

I drank bottled water during 
the Salmonella outbreak, but 
cooked food, washed dishes, 
took baths, washed clothing 
and mopped the floors, in defi-
ance of the naysayers. Not that 
many people got sick, there were 
few deaths and the source was 
pinpointed. Though the fear 
remains, despite a huge water 
treatment plant in Alamosa 

and precautionary treatment in 
other communities. When I was 
kid, Alamosa water was the best 
possible. Now, we have gotten 
used to chlorine.

That’s why I can’t understand 
going crazy about one item and 
not another.

I have been advised that the 
meat shelves in most super-
markets have also been slim 
pickings.

So, as I await results from my 
sinus meds, I have the television 
on and hear a lot of information 
developed by countless sources, 
warning that young people are 
not immune, the elderly should 
shop during certain times for 
essentials, which are closely 
monitored at the check stands.

Where the heck did I stash 
that crystal ball? Will this 
“Magic 8-Ball” left behind by 
one of the boys work? Maybe I 
can help the TV experts make 
accurate predictions.
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be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
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board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
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1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

■ GOVERNOR
Governor Jared Polis (D), State Capi-

tol Building Room 136, 200 East Colfax, 

Denver CO 80203; (303) 866-2471; Fax 

(303) 866-2003.

 ■ STATE HOUSE
Donald Valdez (D), Colorado State 

Representative, District 62, 200 E Colfax, 

Room 307, Denver, CO 80203; phone: 
303-866-2916; email:Donald.valdez.
house@state.co.us

 ■ STATE SENATE
Larry Crowder (R),  Colorado State 

Senator, District 35, 200 E Colfax, Denver, 

CO 80203; phone: 303-866-4875 capitol, 

719-850-2459 cell; email: larry.crowder.

senate@state.co.us

■ U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Scott Tipton (R)  Regional Office — 719-

587-5105; 719-587-5137 (fax); Washington, 

DC — 326 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC 

20515; 202-225-4761; 202-226-9669 (fax); 

http://tipton.house.gov

■ U.S. SENATE
Michael Bennet (D) SLV Regional Of-

fice, 609 Main Street, Suite 110,  Alamosa 

81101; Phone: 587-0096; Fax: 587-0098; 

Washington office — 458 Russell Senate 

Office Building, Washington DC 20510; DC 

Phone: 202-224-5852; bennet.senate.gov

Cory Gardner (R), Regional Office, 503 

N Main Street, Ste, 426, Pueblo, 719-543-

1324, fax:  202-228-7174; Washington 

office: 354 Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington DC 20510; 202-224-5941
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America ...
H O L L Y W O O D — G o d  B l e s s 

America, and how›s everybody? 
    Florida’s governor refused to shut 
down beaches to the thousands of kids 
partying for Spring Break. I say let them 
enjoy college life before they’re forced to 
join us out here. We live in a world today 
where the richest 10% own 90% of the 
wealth and the dumbest 10% own 90% 
of the toilet paper. 
    Vons Grocery Store 
managers explained 
to irate customers 
in West Hollywood 
o n  W e d n e s d a y 
night they can no 
longer purchase 
toilet paper online 
for home delivery. 
It’s bad. Last night 
my neighbor’s house 
got TPed, and to-
day it’s listed in the 
L.A. Times Real Es-
tate  sect ion for  $125 mil l ion. 
    Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
announced Monday that Canada will 
be closing its borders to protect their 
people, their businesses and their jobs. 
It’s humiliating. Just three weeks 
ago the United States was the world’s 
number one economic superpower 
and today we’re Canada’s Mexicans. 
    Media Watch noted that cable news 
channels were feverish Wednesday as 
CNN accused Fox News of negligent 
homicide in its soft virus reporting. 
CNN and MSNBC are labeling the 
crisis Trump’s Katrina or Trump’s 
Chernobyl. The solution to this hysteria 
is to quarantine the media for two weeks. 
    President Trump was slammed by 
CNN Wednesday for not providing 
authoritative leadership in the war on 
the virus. For three years the media 
called him Hitler, and now suddenly 
he’s not being Hitler enough. The 
media can never quite agree on just 
how much is the right amount of Hitler. 
    President Trump encouraged a two-week 
home quarantine Monday and promised 
to give cash and tax payment delays to 
all. Here in L.A. they are delivering pot, 
they are delivering booze, and we’ll soon 
be mailed one-thousand-dollar checks. 
And we didn’t even have to elect Bernie. 
    The Supreme Court suspended its 
term and put all cases on hold until 
the Corona Virus threat subsides. 
The High Court hasn’t canceled its 
session since 1918 during the Influenza 
Epidemic. Just three of the current 
Justices were members of the court back 
then and remember what it was like. 
    President Trump admitted Wednesday 
the U.S. is on war footing like no other 
time since World War II. The paranoia 
is more like the Fifties. The difference 
between today and when I was a boy 
in the late Fifties is, we could hear 
Grandma cough without thinking 
maybe it’s time to put her down. 
    National Institute of Health Director 
Dr. Anthony Fauci urged people to ob-
serve protocol greeting each other in 
public. These guidelines play right into 
the Chinese plan to kill us all. First 
they tell us to cough into our elbows 
and not our hands, then they tell us 
not to shake hands and touch elbows. 
    The Centers for Disease Controls 
urged Americans to stay at home 
from work if they feel the slightest bit 
sick to keep from spreading the virus, 
and whenever possible, to simply 
work from home. My cleaning lady is 
working from home today. She’ll be 
texting me instructions on what to do. 
    The London Daily Mail reported a 
medical breakthrough in France Tuesday 
when French doctors announced testing 
results showing that a long-used malaria 
drug kills COVID-19. You can’t make it up. 
A pill that kills the Chinese Virus is also 
the pill that keep you from turning yellow. 
    White House former chief physician 
Dr. Randy Jackson verified Trump’s claim 
that he’s tested negative for COVID-19 
after he’d met with world leaders who’d 
been exposed. There is skepticism. The 
only evidence Democrats have that 
Trump didn’t pass the test is that the 
results got him admitted into USC. 
    Pope Francis issued a public prayer 
for the eradication of the COVID 
virus Tuesday. A new Revised Bible 
translation just came out. During the 
trial of Jesus, when Pontius Pilate 
washes his hands of the matter, Jesus 
reminds him to sing Happy Birth-
day twice before he finishes washing. 
 
Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at Ar-
gus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Caught by the latest panic

COMIC SPACE

 Oh my! I read and have been think-
ing about Sean Tonner’s response to 
Heather Dutton’s article concerning 
the Renewable Water Resources(a 
beautiful name for a lie) project. Evi-
dently, RWR conducted a phone ‘survey’ 
calling unsuspecting San Luis Valley 
residents, asking loaded questions 
concerning their plan to pump water 
from our deep confined aquifer. My 
Blood is Boiling! It is bad enough that 
they have come to the valley with fists 
full of money and bribes but now their 
tactics, targeting vulnerable individu-
als, extracting answers that are masked 
to support their despicable scheme is 
more than shady.

      The residents of the San Luis 
Valley are discerning people who have 
been down this rocky road before. They 
will make up their own minds and don’t 
need fast-talking interlopers to tell 
them what to think or how to make 
decisions.

        Mr. Tonner says that we need 

to help other “water needy citizens” in 
Colorado. Do the people of this valley, 
citizens, ranchers, farmers need to re-
linquish their livelihood and lifestyle to 
support greed and unregulated growth 
on the front range? I don’t think so! 
Since the 1880’s we have been growing 
crops here. We brave harsh weather and 
short growing seasons, many families 
have been here for generations. It is 
not an easy life but we do it and love it. 
And why? Because we have clear skies 
and clean water. We know it is a great 
place to raise our families. Should we 
give that up to please RWR and those 
“water needy citizens” who have chosen 
lives in other parts of the State? I don’t 
think so! Mr. Tonner said, “it is easy 
to be against something, far harder to 
be for something”. Is it difficult for me 
to be for saving our precious resource, 
water, I don’t think so! 

         But everyone is free to do what 
they wish with their water rights, that 
is their right. My desire is that before 

we choose to deplete our aquifers and 
sell to the likes of RWR, we think of 
the big picture. Unless we are vigilant, 
sooner or later the water will be gone, 
they will have left town with their cof-
fers full of money, and what are we, the 
folks of this beautiful valley left with? 
A memory of green fields and the new 
reality, a fallow desert. All the water in 
our aquifers is connected. We all know 
how fragile the situation is. We cannot 
afford the money RWR is promising 
when we will be giving up something 
PRICELESS.

 Please send these fast-talking, ill-
advised thieves back to where they 
came from and tell them to take their 
phony surveys, maps, charts, money, 
and chaos with them.

Awash in water worries

A Letter to the Community from Valley 
Humane League:

We know times are tough right now, 
but we need our community’s help. If you 
are considering relinquishing your dog, 
but it is not an emergency, please wait 
until this crisis has passed. Our shelter 
is overwhelmed with homeless dogs and 
we need space to continue helping lost 
and stray dogs.

If you or someone in your family gets 
Covid-19, as long as your health is not 
greatly diminished and you are able, 
please keep your pet in your home, and 
give them plenty of love! Your pet is 
not going to get sick from Covid-19, and 
you’ll find them to be a comfort during 
turbulent times. 

If you are healthy, but know your 
neighbor or friend is ill and consider-
ing relinquishing a pet, please offer to 
temporarily care for their pet until they 

are well.
If you are unable to work during this 

time and need assistance with feeding 
your pets please attend the Colorado Pet 
Food Pantry on March 30th from 12-2 
pm. This will be a drive-up only event 
in the parking lot at 513 6th Street 
Alamosa.

Lastly, if you are able, please adopt! 
This will help us free up space for more 
dogs. And if you can’t adopt, consider 
donating to help all dogs in our care. 
Valley Humane is open for adopts by 
appointment. Please call 719-589-3385.

You know the saying, it takes a vil-
lage, right now our community is one 
amazing village that can truly support 
one another. We can get through this 
together.

Sincerely,
The Staff and Board of Valley Humane 

League

Don’t part with your pets

Sylvia 
Lobato

Native Writes
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Religion

The Christian season 
of Lent and the Easter 
holiday are laden with 
time-honored traditions 
that are both secular and 
religious. Many such tra-
ditions are universal, but 
people still find ways to 
celebrate their Christian 
faith in their own unique 
ways.

Each Good Friday, resi-
dents of Bermuda take 
to the beach to fly kites. 
The tradition began from 
a legend that says a local 
teacher was attempting 
to explain to Sunday 
school students about Je-
sus’ ascension to heaven. 
The students were not 
grasping the concept, so 
the teacher purportedly 
launched a kite in the 
shape of a cross into the 
air to explain the matter. 
The students followed the 

Let kites soar: A Lenten 

tradition takes flight

Courtesy photo.

Courtesy photo.

Come Easter Sunday, 
eager children wake up 
to see if the Easter Bunny 
has visited their homes. 
For many families, Easter 
would not be the same 
without an annual egg 
hunt. From chocolate 
confections to money-filled 
plastic shells to colorful, 
hand-decorated hard-
boiled eggs, the Easter 
Bunny (and his parental 
helpers) hide eggs all 
around. 

As with many tradi-
tions, people may engage 
in the festivities without 
really understanding the 
origins behind the fun. 
It can be interesting to 
unearth just how such egg 
hunts were hatched.

As with many religious 

Cracking the tradition of hiding Easter eggs 
traditions, Easter egg col-
oring and hunts trace their 
origins to pre-Christian 
societies. These societies 
developed rituals sur-
rounding nature, the 
seasons and more. Some 
traditions were adapted 
to link them to the Chris-
tian faith. Eggs held as-
sociations with new life 
and spring. However, 
early Christians turned 
the egg into a symbol of 
the Resurrection and the 
empty shell became a 
representation of Christ’s 
tomb. Eggs also were 
important components 
of the Easter holiday, as 
they were prohibited (like 
meat) during Lent. But on 
Easter, fasting ended and 
eggs were a part of Easter 

celebrations, particularly 
for the poor who couldn’t 
afford meat. 

There are two widely 
known accounts of the ori-

gins of Easter egg hunts. 
The religious version 
has Protestant reformer 
Martin Luther organizing 
hunts for his congrega-
tion. The men would hide 
the eggs for women and 
children to find, which 
mirrors Resurrection ac-
counts in the Bible in 
which women discovered 
Christ’s empty tomb. 
Another account traces 
the tradition to the Dutch 
tale of the “Oschter Haws” 
(“Osterhase” in German), 
which was a hare that laid 
eggs in the grass. Children 
would build and decorate 
nests for the eggs and 
wait to see if they would 
be populated, according 
to Discovery.com. This 
tradition became popular 

in America with the ar-
rival of Dutch and German 
settlers in Pennsylvania 
in the 1700s.

By the 20th century, 
decorated Easter nests 
were replaced with bas-
kets, and Osterhase was 
more affectionately known 
as the Easter Bunny, who 
chose to leave eggs as well 
as treats and candy. Eas-
ter celebrations continued 
to marry both the religious 
and secular to form many 
of the customs that are 
known widely today.

Easter egg hunts are 
enjoyed by the young and 
old on Easter. They’re a 
key part of celebrations. 
Just remember to find all 
those hard-boiled eggs in a 
timely fashion.  TF204828

teacher to a hilltop, set 
the kite flying, and then 
the teacher cut the string 
and the students watched 
it sail. In Bermuda, kite-
flying remains a much-
anticipated Good Friday 
tradition.

Good Friday can be a 
solemn day, but it also is 
a day of joy in which the 
faithful give thanks for 
Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice 
for his people. Launching 

beautiful kites into the 
air toward heaven can 
transform the sky into 
an awe-inspiring mosaic 
of shapes and colors. Tra-
ditional Bermudian kites 
are crafted from colorful 
tissue paper and white 
pine wood, with rattan or 
bamboo used as the head-
stick bender. Great care 
and artistry is put into 
the crafting of these kites. 
Those who are short on 
time purchase pre-made 
kites for convenience.

The kite-flying extrava-
ganza in Bermuda is fol-
lowed by a meal of codfish 
cakes and hot cross buns.

Families looking for 
a special way to honor 
Christ during Lent may 
want to incorporate this 
vivid tradition of kite-
flying into their celebra-
tions.  TF204826

First United Methodist 
Church

ALAMOSA — Sunday Service change ~
We will worship together online using ZOOM-meeting online or
 through the app.
Join us for worship, prayer & devotion. SUNDAYS  @ 10:15 a.m. using 

meeting ID # 979-465-6715.

ALAMOSA — The Living Water Bible Fellowship’s monthly Hymn Sing on 
the 22nd of March was cancelled. They hope to reconvene in April. 

Please continue to pray for those that may be effected by the COVID-19 
virus and the leadership of this Nation as well as those in our massive health 
care system. 

Living Water cancels 
hymn sing
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HELP WANTED

A&L COORS HIR-
ING for a full- time 
dr iver/del ivery per-
son. Position is physi-
cally demanding. Ap-
plicant requirements: 
self-motivated, good 
communication skills, 
dependability, attention 
to detail, clean driving 
record, must pass a drug 
test and work well with 
others. Positive working 
environment with an 
opportunity to acquire 
a CDL license. Pick 
up application at 1905 
State Street, Alamosa, 
CO. After 4:00 PM. No 
phone calls please.(3/24)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
Health is seeking quali-
fied candidates to fill po-
sitions as a Maintenance 
Mechanic, Maintenance 
Worker, and Housekeep-
er.  please visit https://
www.san lu isva l ley-
health.org/careers/ for 
a full job summary for 
these positions, as well 
as our other job oppor-
tunities. (3/27)

MONTE VISTA ES-
TATES Nursing Home 
is seeking a full-time 
day shift RN to add 
to our amazing team! 
Shift is 6am-6:30 PM-
Wednesday,  T hurs-
day, Friday (one week) 
Thursday, Friday Satur-
day (second week) rotat-
ing schedule. The open 
positions are essential 
roles in the overall care 
offered to our residents. 
(3/28)

221
HELP WANTED

N I G H T  S T A F F 
NEEDED at La Puente 
Home.  Need Mature, 
dynamic, compassion-
ate person, able to deal 
with all types of people.  
Must be able to work 
weekend and graveyard 
shifts. (21+). Bilingual 
preferred.  Looking for 
the unique applicant 
who will be a part of 
an awesome team of 
individuals helping oth-
ers. Join our staff of 
dedicated professionals 
and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of helping 
others.  Send resume to: 
hr@lapuente.net. (3/31)

MONTE VISTA ES-
TATES Nursing Home 
is Seeking a full time 
day shift CAN seek-
ing  a full time evening 
shift (2-10) shift CAN If 
you love working with 
the elderly and enjoy 
making a difference in 
the lives of our residents, 
please contact us. We 
look forward to having 
you join our team. (3/28)

221
HELP WANTED

THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accept-
ing applications for El-
ementary Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year.  Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License or, 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable.  For 
information and applica-
tion materials please call 
(719) 754-3442 or visit 
the District’s website at 
www.center.k12.co.us 
and click on the Em-
ployment Opportunities 
and “Certified Staff Ap-
plication”.  Application 
Deadline:  Until Position 
is Filled.  EOE.(3/20#1)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the 
Valley Courier. Contact 
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accept-
ing applications for Sec-
ondary Math Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year.  Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License or, 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable.  For 
information and applica-
tion materials please call 
(719) 754-3442 or visit 
the District’s website at 
www.center.k12.co.us 
and click on the Em-
ployment Opportunities 
and “Certified Staff Ap-
plication”.  Application 
Deadline:  Until Position 
is Filled.  EOE. (3/20#2)

221
HELP WANTED

A P A R T M E N T 
MANAGER.  OVER 
the Rainbow Apart-
ments, down-town 
Alamosa seeks a live-
in skilled property 
manager.  Responsi-
bilities include lease 
management, facility 
upkeep, handling ten-
ant needs and issues.  
Qualifications:  ma-
ture, good communi-
cation and computer 
sk i l ls,  good refer-
ences.  Knowledge 
of human services 
helpful.  Compen-
sation includes sal-
ary, apartment, paid 
utilities and benefits.  
Serious applicants, 
please submit resume 
to hr@lapuente.net.
(3/28) 

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

EXHIBIT VIII-H
INVITATION FOR BIDS 

Valley-Wide Health Systems, Inc. will receive Bids for the remodel 
of an existing building into a Dental Clinic located at 135 E 6th St, 
Center, CO 81125 until 1:30 local time on the 23rd day of  April at 128 
Market Street, Alamosa, CO 81101, at which time and place all bids 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A pre-bid meeting will be held 
at the jobsite at 135 E 6th St, Center, CO 81125 on Thursday, April 
2nd at 10:30 am local time.
Bids are invited upon the items and quantities of work as follows:
Item 1 Remdel of existing building into Dental Clinic
 Contract documents, including Drawings, Technical 
Specifications, and the Wage Determination are on file at the office of 
Weidner & Associates LLC at 830 N. Main Street, Suite 140, Pueblo, 
Colorado 81003.  Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained 
by stopping by the offices of Weidner and Associates between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm and asking for a copy, or by emailing 
Greg Van, greg@weidnerandassociates.net and requesting an elec-
tronic copy to be distributed digitally.
A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of Valley-Wide 
Health Systems, Inc. in 
negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value) or a satisfactory Bid 
Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable surety in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the total Bid shall be submitted with 
each Bid.
Attention is called to the fact that not less than the minimum salaries 
and wages as set forth in the Contract Documents must be paid on 
this project, and that the Contractor must ensure that employees and 
applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of 
their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. (Davis Bacon Wages)
In the event that the bidder anticipates hiring employees to work on 
this job, the bidder should contact the local manpower office for quali-
fied candidates. (Section 3)
Prior to the awarding of the Contract, the  Valley-Wide Health Sys-
tems, Inc.may defer its decision for a period not to exceed (30) days 
from the date of the opening of Bids for the purpose of reviewing the 
Bids and investigating the qualifications of Bidders, prior to awarding 
of the Contract.
Date: March 18th, 2020 Valley-Wide Health Sys-
tems, Inc.
By    Jania Arnoldi 
Title   President/CEO 
No. 1355
Published in the Valley Courier on March 18, 19, and 20, 2020

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
and

CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF RESULTS
§1-13.5-513(6), 32-1-104,1-11-103(3) C.R.S.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Northwest Conejos Fire Protec-
tion District, Conejos County, Colorado, that at the close of business 
on the sixty-third day before the election, there were not more candi-
dates for director than offices to be filled, including candidates filing 
affidavits of intent to be write-in candidates; therefore, the election 
to be held on May 5th 2020 is hereby canceled pursuant to section 
1-13.5-513(6) C.R.S.         
The following candidates are hereby declared elected:
Henry Schimpf 3 until May, 2023                                     
 (name)  (2 or 4 year term) 
Austin Valdez 3 until May, 2023                                   
 (name)  (2 or 4 year term) 
Ron Eschmeman 3  until May, 2023                         
 (name)  (2 or 4 year term) 
Justin Rogers                     3                   until May, 2023           
 (name)  (2 or 4 year term) 
Henry Schimpf
(Signature of the Designated Election Official)
Henry Schimpf
(DEO’s Printed Name)
Contact Person for the District:    Robert Marquez 
Telephone Number of the District: 719-274-5537
Address of the District:   Po Box 359, LaJara, CO 81140
District Facsimile Number:   719-274-0250
District Email: nw_conejos_fd@centurytel.net 
Division of Local Government – Department of Local Affairs – 2012 
Election SD-11
Revised 2/25/2014
No. 1363
Published in the Valley Courier on March 20, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Board of Adjustments will be on Monday, April 20, 2020 
at 6:45 PM. The hearing will be held in the Commissioners Meeting 
Room at the Conejos County Courthouse. The purpose of this hear-
ing is to consider an application for a Variance to the zone district 
required setbacks in a Rural Zone District. 
The landowner is Rodney Reinhardt 10270 County Rd DD and Sil-
via Fuentes, 25270 County Rd 10, La Jara CO 81140. The subject 
property is legally described as: A fraction of the Southwest Quarter 
in Section 14, Township 36 North, Range 8 East, NMPM, Conejos 
County, Colorado. County Parcel #556114200045
The full details of this application are available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Land Use Administrator at the Conejos County Court-
house during regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Interested 
persons may appear to be heard at the public hearing.
Linda DeHerrera
Land Use Administrator
No. 1364
Published in the Valley Courier on March 20, and April 7, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Board of Adjustments will be on Monday, April 20, 2020 
at 7:15 PM. The hearing will be held in the Commissioners Meeting 
Room at the Conejos County Courthouse. The purpose of this hear-
ing is to consider an application for a Variance to the zone district 
required setbacks and lot size in a Rural Zone District. 
The landowner is Conejos County Library District, 17361 US High-
way 285, La Jara CO 81140. The subject property is legally described 
as: A 10 Acre Tract I the Southeast Quarter of Section 27, Township 
35 North, Range 9 East, NMPM, County, Colorado. County Parcel 
#572127400903
The full details of this application are available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Land Use Administrator at the Conejos County Court-
house during regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Interested 
persons may appear to be heard at the public hearing.
Linda DeHerrera
Land Use Administrator
No. 1367
Published in the Valley Courier on March 20, and April 7, 2020.

RIO GRANDE DISTRICT COURT
Rio Grande County, Colorado
Court Address:   6th and Cherry Street,    Del Norte, Colorado 81132
Telephone: (719) 675-3394  Fax (719) 657 2636
COURT USE ONLY
Plaintiffs:  
RUDY J. MARTINEZ AND LYDIA M. MARTINEZ as Trustees of the 
RUDY J. MARTINEZ AND LYDIA M. MARTINEZ LIVING TRUST, 
dated June 30, 1995
v.
Defendants:  
RALPH PEREZ, GAY ELIZABETH LUJAN, RICARDO JESUS FAL-
CON, JR., AGNES LOVIDA SOLIS, ANGELICA MARIA SANCHEZ, 
JANICE SANCHEZ, DAVID EDWARD PACHECO, ROSANNE PA-
CHECO, KEVIN ATENCIO, DAVINE ATENCIO, EARNEST  MILTON 
MARTINEZ, the estate of OPHELIA DOLORES MARTINEZ, the es-
tate of EPIFANIO MARTINEZ the UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, and 
all unknown persons  who may claim an interest in the subject matter 
of this action,  
Attorney for Plaintiffs: William F. Dunn, Reg. 1036
585 Columbia Avenue, Del Norte, Colorado 81132
Phone Number:   (719) 657-3323
FAX Number:     (719) 657-3324
E-mail:  bill@dunn-law.com
Case Number: 2019CV030030
Division:       
Courtroom:
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO ALL ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS AND ALL UNKNOWN PER-
SONS WHO MAY CLAIM  ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MAT-
TER OF THIS ACTION:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint To Quiet Title filed with the Court 
in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or other 
response.  You are required to file your answer or other response 
within 30 days after the service of this summons upon you.  Service 
of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last publication.  
A copy of the Complaint to Quiet Title may be obtained from the Clerk 
of the Court. 
If you fail to file your Answer or other response to the Complaint to 
Quiet Title in writing within 30 days after the date of the last publica-
tion, judgment by default may be entered against you by the court 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint o Quiet Title without further 
notice.
This is an action in rem to quiet title to a tract of land containing 2.80 
acres, more or less, located in the NW?NE? of Section 7, Township 
39 North, Range 7 East, N.M.P.M., Rio Grande County, Colorado.  A 
complete legal description of the subject property is attached to the 
Complaint now on file with the Clerk of the District Court in the above 
captioned case.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2020.
Published in the Alamosa Valley Courier
First Publication:  March 20, 2020
Last Publication: April 17, 2020
________/s/_____________________
William F. Dunn, Reg. No. 1036
Attorney for Plaintiffs
No. 1368
Published in the Valley Courier on March 20, 27, April 3, 10, and 17, 
2020.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

B I D S  B E I N G 
SOUGHT for garage 
door installation at the 
Bus Garage of the Upper 
Rio Grande School Dis-
trict.  For more informa-
tion, please contact the 
Administrative Offices 
at 719-657-4040.  Bids 
due by April 1.(4/1)

185 - SERVICES 

& REPAIRS

FLU PREVENTION 
CLINIC Every Thurs-
day in March. Be proac-
tive and strengthen your 
immune system at the 
Acu Center Community 
Clinic located in Del 
Norte, 990 6th st. Call 
for appointment 360-
821-9006.(4/3) 

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(4/2)

221

HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
Building Night Jani-
tor AHS) Applications 
are available online at 
https://dist.alamosa.k12.
co.us For more informa-
tion, contact Mindi Van 
Ry at 719-587-1600. Ap-
plication deadline March 
27, 2020. EOE(3/27)

T H E  C O S T I L L A 
COUNTY Conservancy 
District is now hiring 
for an Administrative 
Assistant position. Job 
requ i rements:  H igh 
School Diploma, Micro-
soft Office experience, 
and Email and computer 
skills. Preferred quali-
fications: Accounting/
bookkeeping (Quick-
books) skills and Good 
communications/writing 
skills. Position is for 30 
hours per week, Monday 
– Friday.  Please email 
resume along with let-
ters of recommendation 
and references to info@
costillaccd.orgby April 
2, 2020.(4/4)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home is now 
hiring LPN’s and RN’s. 
Come join our team! 
Must have a current li-
cense and CPR.  Days 
and Night shift With 
night shift differential. 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th st 
in Del Norte Co or call 
719-657-1105 Ask for 
Susan or Chelcy. (RVI 
is EOE.)(4/3)

R I V E R  VA L L E Y 
INN Nursing home in 
Del Norte Co is seek-
ing a Director of Nurs-
ing must have a cur-
rent Colorado license 
and in good standing. 
We offer insurance and 
competitive wages if 
interested please stop in 
@ 1335 6th st to apply or 
if you have any questions 
please feel free to con-
tact us @ 719-657-1105 
ask for Susan. (RVI is 
EOE.)(4/3)

WE ARE LOOKING 
for a candidate who pos-
sesses strong general 
bookkeeping knowledge 
and good time manage-
ment skills. Positive 
attitude, dependability 
and willingness to work 
with others is a must! 
Experience using Quick-
books and/or Epicor is 
extremely helpful. The 
role for this position 
is assisted by the use 
of an outside profes-
sional accounting ser-
vice. This is a full time 
position. Beginning pay 
is negotiable depending 
on experience. Please 
send resume to katie@
slvproper ties.com or 
drop off in person at 
157 Craft Drive. (3/24)+

WA N T E D  F U L L - 
TIME position  on or-
ganic sheep  and hay 
farm in La Jara, CO. 
Must have good people 
skills, be honest and 
dependable. Experience 
with animals, farm work 
a plus. Must have phone 
and transportation. Our 
mission is to be leaders 
in sustainable agricul-
ture and sustainable liv-
ing. Living quarters on 
farm an option. Call Co-
lin 719-588-1035. (3/24)



221

HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for a Health Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 school 
year.  The person in 
this position will teach 
health in grades 6th 
through 12th.  A com-
plete l ist of desi red 
qualifications and expe-
rience is posted on the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment- oppor-
tunities.html.  Monte 
Vista School District 
offers a competit ive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage.  Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
April 1, 2020, or until 
the position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996.(3/28)
THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is hiring a part-
time Library Assistant. 
(Hiring range $12.00 
to $12.60/hour DOQ). 
20-25 hours per week.   
Hours will include eve-
nings and weekends.   
Computer and customer 
service skills are a must.  
Duties include, but not 
limited to, shelving, 
collection maintenance, 
and customer service.  
Full job description, 
announcement, and ap-
plication can be found 
on our website at cityo-
falamosa.org.  Dead-
line:  03/26/2020 at 4:30 
p.m.(3/27)
SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is look-
ing for highly motivated 
Middle School Science 
Teacher that has a desire 
to teach and the ability 
to pass their passion 
of learning onto stu-
dents.  For more infor-
mation please contact 
Mr. Stagner at 719-378-
2310 or bstagner@san-
greschools.org. Teach-
ing applications may 
be downloaded from 
sdc.schooldesk.net  or 
picked up at school of-
fice.  Positions open 
until filled. (3/27)

221

HELP WANTED

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY’S Depart-
ment of Teacher Educa-
tion is seeking applica-
tions for a Part-Time 
P rogram Assist ant . 
Please submit letter of 
application addressing 
qualifications, curricu-
lum vita with unofficial 
transcripts: Names and 
contact information for 
3 references: Mr. Curtis 
Garcia, Search Com-
mittee Chair, 208 Edge-
mont Blvd, suite 3050, 
Department of Teacher 
Education, McD 246, 
Alamosa, CO 81101. 
curtislgarcia@adams.
edu https://www.adams.
edu/hr/ administrative-
positions/. Review of 
completed applications 
will begin immediately. 
Priority considerations 
will be given to appli-
cations received on or 
before March 15, 2020. 
(3/21)
PART-TIME RECEP-
TIONIST NEEDED 
immediately. Need to 
be dependable. Bring re-
sume to Valley Courier, 
Attention Keith.(TFN)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
seeking dynamic, people 
oriented candidates for 
the position of Monte 
Vista Middle School 
Principal. Start date will 
be August 1, 2020, with 
a competitive salary 
based on experience, 
plus an attractive benefit 
package.  Interested in-
dividuals should submit 
application materials 
electronically in pdf for-
mat to mary@monte.
k12.co.us by March 26, 
2020.  A full description 
of desired qualifications 
and experience may be 
viewed on the district 
website https://ww2.
monte.k12.co.us/em-
ployment-opportunities.
html.  Applications are 
available to download 
on the district web site 
or call (719)852-5996. 
(3/24)
PART-TIME RECEP-
TIONIST NEEDED 
immediately. Need to 
be dependable. Bring re-
sume to Valley Courier, 
Attention Keith.(TFN)

221

HELP WANTED

FAR MING TECH-
NOLOGY CORP is 
seeking Irrigation Tech-
nician Qualification, 
With Sprinkler and Well 
Maintenance. Apply In 
Person At 8629 Rd 105 
North Mosca, Co 81146 
Phone 719-754-0559.
(4/15)
 FARMING TECH-
NOLOGY CORP is 
Seeking Tractor Opera-
tor Help. May Apply In 
Person At 8629 Rd 105 
North Mosca, Co 81146.
Phone 719-754-0559.
(4/15)
REAL ESTATE OF-
FICE Hiring Part Time 
Secretary/Admin. Assis-
tant resumes can be sent 
to andrea.hurtado23@
yahoo.com Call 719-
852-0450 for more info.
(3/20)

304

LAWN & GARDEN

SPRINKLER REPAIR 
REASONABLE rate 
and quick service. Also 
available on the week-
ends Call 719-580-0033 
or 719-376-2593.(4/2)

324 - FEED  

& SEED

PREMIUM ALFAL-
FA AND grass/alfalfa, 
small bales $7.00 in hay 
shed (719) 580-2509.
(5/14)
HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

330

FREE

F R E E  D R E S S E R 
GOOD condition 719-
937-2254 Need gone 
ASAP. (3/25)

341 - GARAGE 

SALES

USED FURNITURE/
ESTATE SALE. Din-
ning room set, Living-
room set, and Bedroom 
set. Everything must go. 
Call for Appointment 
719-588-3508.(3/24)

351

LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE 2 and 3 
year old Limousin bred 
Bulls. Red and Black, 
Fe r t i l i t y  a nd  t r ick 
tested. Call Ed Orth 
(719)852-3069 (3/24)
P IG S  F O R  SA L E 
$1.00 lb. live weight. 
570-395-0184 (TFN)

353 - FARM & 

LIVESTOCK SERVICES

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & Ranchers. Show 
special seal leaking 
stock tanks, ponds or 
reservoirs with Benton-
ite 719-580-6652.(3/27)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 

FOR SALE

RAMSEY 12 VOLT 
P r o  8 0 0 0 R  S e r i e s 
#817508 wench 93 ft. 
5/16 cable.  Remote 
switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-
TFN)
ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a home? 
San Luis Valley Animal 
Welfare Society is a 
nonprofit animal res-
cue dedicated to stop-
ping the euthanasia of 
healthy adoptable pets. 
Having pets altered is 
the number one way to 
stop pet overpopulation. 
If your pet has had pup-
pies contact us. We will 
take the puppies into 
our rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 ( WOOF ); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

R E G I S T E R E D 
MINI AUSSIE pup-
pies for sale. Will be 
8 weeks old ready on 
3/23/20. 3 Blue Mer-
les  and 3 Black Tri. 
Blue Merles $500 a 
piece Black Tri $350 
a piece. Current on all 
shots. 719-849-1877.
(3/27)  
A LL D OGS A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE  SPAY E D  O R 
N E U T E R E D  BE -
FORE GOING TO 
THEIR NEW HOME. 
(TFN)
NEED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to 
adopt kittens? Help 
t rap/neuter/release 
efforts? Donate food/
litter/supplies? Low 
c o s t  s p a y / n e u t e r 
clinic for cats. http://
www.cat sa l iveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)
FREE TO GOOD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BA R N CATS. 
Spay/neuter clinics 
coming to Alamosa 
in near future. Call 
Donna K 719-589-
5952  or  719 -580 -
9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 

TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 
2 or 3 bedroom Mo-
bile Home 1981 or 
higher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

415 - HOMES 

FOR SALE

2  H O M E S /  5 . 2 5 
Acres, Trees! 3 wells! 
Extra electric system, 
Corrals. $184,000.00 
970-640-9562(3/20)

525

GUNS

Z AC H’ S  E U RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE APRIL 
1ST, 3 bedroom, 2 bath-
rooms, 212 Bonney Dr., 
1 year leas3 $1,000 per 
mo. 719-480-3777. (4/2)
4 BEDROOM,  2 bath, 
2 car garage, Fenced 
backyard,  No pets 1 
year lease Location: Al-
amosa $1,200 + utilities  
719-849-1979 (4/10)
3 BEDROOM 1 Bath-
room propane and wood 
heat fenced yard room 
for livestock. 970-640-
9562.(3/20)

614 - MOBILE 

HOMES FOR RENT

FOR RENT:  3 Bed-
room; 2 Bath M.H. 
new carpet, new paint 
$1 0 0 0 . 0 0  d e p o s i t 
$850.00 month.  Call 
580.9536(3/31)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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DEAR ABBY: I coordi-
nated and paid for a 70th 
birthday party for my 
terminally ill husband. 
Fourteen people were in-
vited, and seven of them 
were related to my only 
sister, “Carla.” 

 During the dinner, her 
husband was rude to the 
waitress and at the end of 
the party was screaming 
and yelling at Carla over 
the valet parking ticket. As 
they left the restaurant, he 
shoved her. He then got in 
their car and left my sister 
and her stepdaughters 
(from a previous marriage) 
standing there. They had 
to order a rideshare to get 
home. 

 I texted her later to be 
sure she and the girls had 
arrived safely. She said yes 
and told me she would talk 
to me the next day. When I 
didn’t hear from her, I fol-
lowed up. The next time we 
talked, she acted like noth-
ing had happened! When 
I pursued the discussion 
and asked what prompted 
his strange behavior, she 
said, “I don’t know what to 
tell you.” I said, “You don’t 
know?” and she replied, “I 
didn’t say that. I said I don’t 
know what to tell YOU.”

 After a lengthy discus-
sion, I told her that unless 
we had some assurance 
that the incident wouldn’t 
be repeated, we didn’t want 
to see her husband again. 
She said it wouldn’t be a 
problem. I have invited 
her to numerous family 
events, and she comes solo, 

but now she is blaming 
me for “tearing the family 
apart.” What can I do now, 
if anything? -- IN A MESS 
IN CALIFORNIA

 DEAR IN A MESS: Your 
sister is apparently mar-
ried to an abuser with a 
short fuse and has resigned 
herself to it. She has my 
sympathy, but she should 
not blame you for any of 
it. She could really use 
some help from a support 
group for abused partners, 
because things will not get 
better. If you prefer not to 
see her horror of a husband, 
stand your ground and do 
not allow yourself to be 
guilted or coerced into it. 
He owes all of you an apol-
ogy.

 DEAR ABBY: I am 
engaged to a wonder-
ful, sweet, hard-working 
30-year-old man. We get 
along well and make each 
other happy. The trouble 
is how he comes across to 
others. He is so eager to be 
friends that he opens up 
much too quickly, revealing 
and venting about things 
like his work problems. It 
makes people uncomfort-
able. 

 He has been called 
out on it several times by 
various people (some even 
straight-up called him 
“creepy”), and he will stop 
for a while. But he falls into 
the same pattern the next 
time he meets somebody 
new. This whole thing is 
made worse by his anxi-
ety; when someone calls 
him out on this behavior, 

he experiences crippling 
panic attacks. They cause 
him to apologize profusely, 
which only exacerbates the 
problem. 

 He refuses to seek ther-
apy or treatment for his 
anxiety. I am at a loss about 
how to help him, other than 
listen to his troubles and 
offer support when I can. 
What should I do? -- CHAL-
LENGED FIANCEE

 DEAR FIANCEE: Your 
fiance may be a great guy, 
but unless you want to 
spend your life with a part-
ner who refuses to get help 
for his emotional problems 
and doesn’t seem to learn 
from his mistakes, it may 
be time to step back and re-
evaluate this relationship. 
Much as you would like to, 
you can’t fix what’s wrong 
with him. Only he can do 
that. If you marry him, the 
chances are you will wind 
up as socially isolated as 
he is. What a shame.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

Man leaves wife, daughters at 

curb after birthday dinner

THE GRIZZWELLS
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The Colorado Con-
stitution establishes a 
property tax exemption 
for senior citizens and 
disabled veterans.  For 
those who qualify, 50 per-
cent of the first $200,000 
in actual value of the 
primary residence is 
exempted from property 
tax.  The State of Colo-
rado pays the property 
taxes on the exempted 
value. Qualifying seniors 
are urged to submit ap-
plications if they have 
not yet done so.

SENIOR CITIZEN EX-
EMPTION:

Basic Qualifications- 
Generally, each of the fol-
lowing statements must 
be true to qualify for the 
senior citizen exemption.  
The qualifying senior:

Must be at least 65 
years old on January 1 of 
the year the application 
is filed; and

Must be the current 
owner of record, and 
listed as the owner of 
record for at  least 10 
consecutive years prior 
to January 1; and

Must occupy the prop-
erty as his/her primary 
residence, and must have 
done so for at least 10 
consecutive years prior 
to January 1.

Exceptions to Basic 
Qualifications- The ap-
plicant may still qualify 
if one or more of the fol-
lowing statements are 
true:

Ownership is in the 
spouse’s name, and the 
spouse also occupies the 
property;

Ownership has been 
transferred to or pur-
chased by a trust, corpo-
rate partnership or other 
legal entity solely for es-
tate planning purposes;

The qualifying senior 
or his/her spouse was or 
is confined to a health 
care facility;

The applicant was 
forced to move when the 
prior residence was con-
demned in an eminent 
domain proceeding;

The applicant is the 
surviving spouse of a 
senior who met the re-
quirements on January 
1, 2002, or on any Janu-
ary 1 thereafter.

The qualifying senior 
citizen’s prior residence 
was destroyed or oth-
erwise rendered unin-
habitable by a natural 
disaster.

How to Apply- To ap-
ply, you must complete 
the appropriate applica-
tion form and return it to 
the assessor by July 15.  
The assessor must accept 
late applications until 
August 17.  The “Short 
Form” application may 
be used by qualifying 
senior citizens who meet 
each of the basic quali-
fications.  The “Long 
Form” application must 
be used by applicants 
who satisfy one or more 
of the exemptions to the 
basic qualifications.  If 
you would like to receive 
an application form or a 
brochure that explains 
the senior citizen exemp-
tion in greater detail, or 
if you have any questions 
regarding the exemp-
tion, please call the as-

sessor’s office at (719) 
589-6365.

DISABLED VETER-
AN EXEMPTION:

Basic Qualifications- 
Generally, each of the 
following statements 
must be true to qualify:

The applicant must be 
a veteran who sustained 
a service-connected dis-
ability while serving on 
active duty in the Armed 
Forces of the United 
States.  This includes 
members of the National 
Guard and Reserves who 
sustained injuries while 
serving on active duty;

The applicant must 
have been honorably-
discharged;

The Federal Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs 
has rated the applicant’s 
service-connected dis-
ability as a one hundred 
percent permanent dis-
ability through disabil-
ity retirement benefits 
pursuant to a law or 
regulation administered 
by the department, the 
U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, or 
the Department of the 
Army, Navy, or Airforce.

The applicant must 
be the owner of record 
and must have been the 
owner of record since 
January 1 of the current 
year.

Exceptions to Basic 
Qualifications- The ap-
plicant may still qualify 
if one or more of the fol-
lowing statements are 
true:

Ownership is in the 
spouse’s name, and the 
spouse also occupies the 
property;

Ownership has been 
transferred to or pur-
chased by a trust, cor-
porate partnership or 
other legal entity solely 
for estate planning pur-
poses;

The qualifying dis-
abled veteran and his/
her spouse was or is 
confined to a health care 
facility.

The applicant was 
forced to move when the 
prior residence was con-
demned in an eminent 
domain proceeding.

The applicant is the 
surviving spouse of a 
previously qualified 
veteran who met the 
requirements through 
the Colorado Division of 
Veterans Affairs.

How to Apply- To 
apply, you must file a 
completed application 
with the Colorado Divi-
sion of Veterans Affairs 
by July 1.  The Division 
of Veterans Affairs may 
accept late applications 
until August 3 if the ap-
plicant can show good 
cause for missing the 
July 1 deadline. The 
surviving spouse of a 
prequalified veteran 
must apply directly to 
the assessor’s office no 
later than July 1.  If you 
would like to receive an 
application form or a 
brochure that explains 
the disabled veteran 
exemption in greater 
detail, or if you have any 
questions regarding the 
exemption, please call 
the assessor’s office at 
(719) 589-6365.

Property Tax Exemption for qualifying senior citizens and disabled veterans

ALAMOSA—We know 
many in our community 
are being directly impact-
ed by COVID-19, and some 
residents are feeling the 
effects financially. We do 
not want residents to fear 
their water being shut off. 
The City of Alamosa will 
not turn off water during 

this time of emergency. 
Meters will still be read 
and monthly bills will 
still be sent out. For those 
who have been directly 
impacted financially by 
COVID-19, please contact 
the Finance Department 
at (719) 589-2593 to ar-
range a payment plan.

COVID-19 Billing 

Concerns
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ALAMOSA — As part 
of its ongoing efforts to ad-
dress COVID-19 and to en-
sure the health and safety 
of its students, faculty and 
staff, Adams State Univer-
sity will continue to use 
its online course manage-
ment system Blackboard 
for all courses for the re-
mainder of the 2020 spring 
semester.

Beginning Monday, 
March 23, through the 
completion of the spring 
semester in May, all 
course delivery will be 
through Blackboard. This 
decision, made in con-
sultation with faculty, 
ensures all students will 
be able to complete their 
spring semester without 
interruption.

Adams State is also an-
nouncing these additional 
steps, which will be in 
effect through the end of 
the spring semester 2020:

• A d a m s  S t a t e 
Nielsen Library will re-
main open to students 
and employees, but with 
limited hours. A campus 
ID will be required to enter 
Nielsen Library.

• Access to aca-
demic buildings is limited 
to campus employees only.

• Richardson Hall, 
the main administra-
tive building, will remain 
during regular business 
hours.

• All non-Univer-
sity events scheduled for 
the Adams State campus 
have been suspended 
through the end of May 
2020. Future events will 
be considered, based on 
guidance from state and 
federal agencies combat-
ing COVID-19.

• Virtual tours of 
Adams State will available 
for prospective students 
and families. In-person 
campus tours and visits 

are suspended through the 
end of May.

Adams State will strive 
to hold as many of its tra-
ditional end-of-semester 
events as possible, in a vir-
tual environment. Those 
events include Student 
Scholar Days, Employ-
ee Recognition Awards, 
and Student Leadership 
Awards.

Of course, the most sig-
nificant and meaningful 
event Adams State hosts 
each spring is its com-
mencement ceremonies. 
The University is actively 
exploring alternatives to 
its traditional University-
wide commencement cel-
ebration currently sched-
uled for May 9.

“Our sincere desire is to 
provide commencement 
events while protecting 
the health and safety of all 
participants,” said Adams 
State President Cheryl 
D. Lovell. “More details 
will be forthcoming as we 
explore alternative ways 
to make our ceremonies re-
warding and memorable.

“We appreciate the ex-
traordinary efforts our 
faculty and staff are un-
dertaking to make this 
transition to Blackboard-
only instruction through 
the end of semester as 
smooth and seamless as 
possible,” President Lovell 
said. “I am confident Ad-
ams State will continue 
to serve our students well 
and continue to make 
great stories at Adams 
State.”

To stay up to date on 
Adams State’s response 
to COVID-19, please visit 
https://www.adams.edu/
police/safety/coronavirus/. 
Additional FAQs and re-
sources for students and 
the campus community 
are on Adams State’s CO-
VID-19 web page.

Adams State 

students will 

finish spring 
semester online

DENVER – The ad-
ministration of end-of-
the-year assessments, 
including the Colorado 
Measures of Academic 
Success (CMAS), will be 
paused for the remainder 
of the 2019-20 school year 
due to extensive school clo-
sures throughout Colorado 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, Colorado Edu-
cation Commissioner Katy 
Anthes announced today. 

“With the extraordinary 
actions we are taking 
to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, it’s clear that 
we need to press pause on 
our CMAS tests this year,” 
Commissioner Anthes 
said. “Students and edu-
cators need to feel a sense 
of stability and normalcy 
before state tests can be 
administered and produce 
valid results. This also 
means we plan to pause our 
school and district state 
accountability system as 
it relates to state assess-
ments for a year.” 

CDE is working with 
The College Board to gen-
erate possible solutions 
for the administration of 
the PSAT and SAT tests, 
which offer unique roles in 
Colorado’s system in terms 
of scholarships and col-
lege entrance. Additional 
information will come 
from CDE as it becomes 
available.

CDE intends to engage 
with the U.S. Department 
of Education to address im-
plications, including those 
related to federal account-
ability, and will complete 
waiver documentation as 
necessary, Anthes said.

“I’m a big fan of account-
ability and transparency 
in public education, but we 
will simply have to forgo 
incredibly useful data on 
student achievement for 
a year to help contain the 
virus,” said Colorado Gov. 
Jared Polis. “Right now, 
students, families, and 
educators need to be fo-
cused on doing everything 
they can to keep families 
safe and stable. It is clear 
that COVID-19 will put 
extraordinary stress on 
our education system for 
the coming weeks and 
months. In order to ensure 
our schools and educators 
are able to spend as much 
time as possible on online 
instruction in a difficult 
situation, I support the 
decision to pause assess-
ments and school account-
ability for this year only.”

Making the decision to 
pause testing now allows 
schools and districts to 
concentrate on deter-
mining ways to deliver 
continued instruction to 
the extent they are able 
during this unprecedented 
disruption in education, 
Anthes said.

The department will 
continue working with 
schools and districts that 
are already identified for 
improvement to help sup-
port instruction, including 
options for instruction 
during and after school 
closures. 

CDE has compiled re-
sources about Coronavi-
rus 2019 (COVID-19) for 
schools and districts on its 
website, http://www.cde.
state.co.us/safeschools.

CDE announces pause on 
2019-20 state assessments, 

accountability state working 
on a possible solution for 

PSAT, SAT

ALAMOSA — Effec-
tive Friday, March 20, 
City Market will dedicate 
the first shopping hour 
on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays, from 
7am-8am, exclusively 
to the shopping needs of 
senior citizens. For all 
other customers, store 
hours will be 8am-8pm, 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday and 7am-8pm on 
all other days. These 
hours are temporary as 
we seek to provide the 
best service possible 
during these times of 
uncertainty.

City Market wants to 
provide our at-risk cus-
tomers with the ability 
to purchase the items 
they need while avoiding 
busier and more crowded 
shopping times. We re-
quest that customers 
respect these hours for 
the health of our commu-
nity. We appreciate all 
customers for their kind 
consideration, whose 
concern contributed to 
our decision to provide 
designated shopping 
hours for seniors.

We have also been 
inspired to see local 

communities working 
together to shop on behalf 
of seniors and other at-
risk customers. We are 
asking our customers 
to be patient, to be kind 
to one another and our 
associates, and to shop 
responsibly and purchase 
what you need, knowing 
that we will continue to 
replenish stores daily 
with the supplies and 
products our customers 
need most. In every de-
cision we make we are 
striving to balance the 
safety of our associates 
with our commitments to 

our customers and com-
munities.

About City Market
At City Market, a com-

pany of The Kroger Co. 
(NYSE: KR), we are 
Fresh for Everyone™ and 
dedicated to our Purpose: 
To Feed the Human Spir-
it®. We are 23,000 associ-
ates who serve customers 
daily through a seamless 
shopping experience. We 
are committed to creating 
#ZeroHungerZeroWaste 
communities by 2025. 
To learn more about us, 
visit our newsroom and 
investor relations site.

City Market Offering Special Hours 
for Senior Citizen Shoppers


