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Couple charged in son’s death
By KEITH R. 

CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA– An Ala-
mosa couple has been ar-
rested and charged in the 
death of their 16-month-
old son Crashtyn T. How-
ell.

Robert T. (Tre) Howell, 
II and Apryl Behrens 
have both been charged 
with first degree murder 
and child abuse resulting 
in death. Both were also 
charged with conspiracy 
and being accessories to 
a crime as well as other 
charges, according to 
Robert Willett, district 
attorney for the 12th Ju-
dicial District.

Copies of the complaints 
against the pair were not 
available by presstime.

The pair appeared for 
advisement before Judge 
Daniel Walzl in Alamosa 
County Court on Tuesday 
with bond being set at 
$500,000 each and both 

remain in custody at the 
Alamosa County Deten-
tion Center. Attorneys 
for both were appointed 
and preliminary hear-
ings set; April 20 for 
Behrens and June 3 for 
Howell.

Willett said he couldn’t 

discuss other details of the 
case due to a pre-trial pub-
licity order by the court.

According to an obituary 
published in the March 
7 edition of the Valley 
Courier, Crashtyn Howell 
died on March 3, 2020. He 
was born Nov. 21, 2018 in 

Alamosa.
The obituary stated that 

a memorial service was 
held on March 11.

Courtesy photos

Couple Apryl Behrens (left) and Robert T. Howell 
(center) were charged with first degree murder and 
child abuse resulting in the death of their 16-month 
old son Crashtyn T. Howell (right). 

Sen. Gardner shares thoughts locally
Teleconfer-

ence held 

with 

leaders on 

Covid-19 
By KEITH R. 

CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — “If 
we stick together and 
stay united, we will 
get through this,” U.S. 
Senator Cory Gardner 

(R-CO) told a group 
of over a dozen local 
community leaders 
during a teleconfer-
ence Tuesday.

The Colorado Re-
publican outlined 
steps that have al-
ready been taken in 
Congress to alleviate 
the impact of Covid-19 
on the state’s citizens 
and businesses. He 
added that he hoped 
the Senate would pass 
a bill Tuesday night 
that could put up to 
$1,200 in the hands of 
most Colorado adults 
within a few weeks.

The measure could 

inject up to $2,400 to 
married couples filing 
jointly and $500 per 
minor child in their 
homes. The bill would 
then have to go to the 
House for their consid-
eration and possible 
passage.

Gardner added that 
the proposed bill also 
currently provides 
additional unemploy-
ment insurance ben-
efits for those in need 
of up to $600 per week.

H.R. 748 is the leg-
islative vehicle for the 
Coronavirus Aid, Re-

lief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act.

Tuesday’s call was 
organized by Gard-
ner’s office with the Al-
amosa County Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Kathy Rogers Woods, 
economic develop-
ment director for the 
City of Alamosa.

Gardner opened by 
saying the nation’s 
number one goal is 
“stopping the spread 
and flattening the 
curve” in terms of lim-
iting the future impact 
of Covid-19.

Courtesy photo

U.S. Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO) spoke 
to community leaders during a Tuesday 
teleconference■ See GARDNER page 3

Public Health Update on COVID-19
SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 

first two lab-confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in the San Luis Valley 
have prompted some questions 
about what happens next and how 
Valley residents can best protect 
themselves. We will do our best 
here to answer some of those new 
questions. 

First, what do these positive 
tests mean? They mean just that. 
We have had two positive tests. It 
does not mean that we have only 
had two cases of COVID-19. Na-
tionwide, test supplies are limited 
and not everyone who has possible 
COVID-19 symptoms is being 
tested. In fact, some people with 
COVID-19 do not have symptoms 
significant enough to prompt them 
to call a doctor. Those people can 
all potentially spread the virus to 
others. This is called “community 
spread” and it is present in the 
San Luis Valley. 

Second, what do public health 
agencies do when a positive test 
is received? Normal practice in 
a disease outbreak is to do what 
is called contact tracing. This 
involves interviewing the person 
who has tested positive to see 
where they have been and whom 
they have had close contact with 
during the period when they are 
infectious, and then contacting 
those people to advise them on how 
to isolate or quarantine to prevent 
the disease from spreading. 

However, this is not a normal 
outbreak. As the COVID-19 
pandemic progresses, we have 
moved quickly past the stage 

where contact tracing is the most 
effective approach, and into a 
new stage where the emphasis 
is on slowing down community 
spread. This is when we assume 
that many people in the commu-
nity may unknowingly spread 
the disease to others, so we see 
things like school closures, public 

health orders to restrict public 
gatherings, and wide-scale infor-
mation campaigns to tell people 
to put physical distance between 
themselves and others. We are 
already at that stage. 

SLV Epidemiologist Lilian 
Coll is an expert in contagious 
diseases. Her best advice to every-

one, healthy or not, is this: “Stay 
home. Stay home, and do not invite 
visitors over. Just stay at home 
as much as possible. Wash your 
hands. Don’t touch your face. If 
you must go out, keep at least 6 
feet of distance between yourself 
and other people. 

■ See COVID-19 page 3

VFA meeting 

cancelled
MONTE VISTA — Val-

ley Fiber Art Guild is 
cancelling their March 
meeting. The April Meet-
ing will depend on up-
dates from the state, and 
will be updated with the 
newspaper when known.

Please feel free to email 
or call if you have any 
questions.

Wanda Couzens-Smith 
.email:  wcouzenssmith@
gmail.com

Home phone #719-
852-5000

Rio Grande 

meeting 

postponed
MONTE VISTA — Rio 

Grande Water Users As-
sociation (RGWUA) have 
postponed their March 
25 meeting. The Meet-
ing of the Rio Grande 
Compact scheduled for 
April 9th has also been 
postponed as a precau-
tionary measure.  
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OBITUARIES

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES

The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per day. Pending arrangements 

or death notices are free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or other 

representatives that place obituaries.  All paid obituaries are published on 

www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@alamosanews.com If the news-

paper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be made and the obit 

rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the submitting party, an additional 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, 
Order of The Eastern 
Star, meets on the first 
and third Mondays, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Alamosa 
Masonic Hall, 512 San 

ALAMOSA — Gloria 
Mott Wuckert, age 91, 
passed away peacefully 
on March 15, 2020, in 
Sandy, Utah of natural 
causes incident to age.  
She was born on Septem-
ber 17, 1928, in Alamosa, 
Colorado to Jacob Lyman 
Mott and Elsie Sowards, 
one of 12 children.

Gloria married the love 
of her life, Donald James 
Wuckert, on June 25, 
1950, in Alamosa.  

After graduating from 
high school, Gloria went 
to cosmetology school 
in Denver and received 
her license to be a hair-
dresser/beautician.  Af-
ter marrying Don and 
settl ing in Alamosa, 
she became a housewife 
which she thoroughly 
loved as it reminded her 
of growing up on a farm 
in a large family in the 
Carmel district near 
Alamosa.  

From this marriage 
two children were born, 
Alan Kent and Pamela 
Jo.  Throughout her life, 
Gloria gave unwavering 
support to Don in his 
many businesses.  These 
included the Home Lum-
ber Co., First National 
Bank in Alamosa (which 
later grew to include 
other branches in the 
San Luis Valley), Ala-
mosa Plaza Apartments, 
Appletree Storage 

(which they joking-
ly called Easy Street), 
among other ventures.

Gloria was an excel-
lent seamstress, knit-
ter, and cook.  She made 
many beautiful items 
for friends and fam-
ily.  Her cooking was 

Gloria Mott Wuckert, 91

legendary and loved by 
all.  Favorites that she 
made included chicken 
tamales, kraut bierok, 
wilted spinach salad, 
and rhubarb pie—just 
a small sampling of her 
cooking prowess.  She 
loved candy and treats 
and always had a secret 
stash which she thought 
nobody knew about, but 
we all did.  

Gloria was a member 
of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints and loved the 
Gospel dearly.

Gloria is survived by 
her children, Alan (Jan-
ice) Wuckert, Murray, 
UT, and Pam (Chris) 
Morgan, Draper, UT, and 
5 grandchildren, Heidi, 
Kristjan, Nick, Taylor, 
and Caitlin.  Also surviv-
ing are 9 great-grand-
children, Maren, Porter, 
Ben, Indy, Heath, Cole, 
Olivia, Emma, and Ame-
lia.  She is also survived 
by her siblings, Donna 
(Betty), Carol, Kathleen, 
Joe, and Jeannie.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
husband Don, and her 

siblings Lyman, Maurice, 
Winfred, June, Marilyn, 
and Joyce.

The family would like 
to express their gratitude 
to the many people who 
have given great care 
and assistance to Glo-
ria over the past many 
years.  This includes her 
neighbors and friends in 
Alamosa, and her live-
in roommates Kandace, 
Casey, Lisyuri, and Ni-
cole.

Also, the staff at Ce-
darwood at Sandy, and 
Encompass Health and 
Hospice are due spe-
cial recognition and our 
heartfelt gratitude for 
their kind and tender 
care.

Due to the Covid-19 
epidemic, our family is 
concerned for the health 
and safety of all those 
family and friends who 
loved our mother. We 
have decided that it is 
best for us to not have a 
viewing and funeral for 
her at this time. A private 
graveside service and 
interment will take place 
at the Alamosa Cemetery 
under the direction of 
Rogers Family Mortuary. 
A family celebration of 
our mother’s life will be 
held at a later date. We 
appreciate all of your love 
and support.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family suggests a dona-
tion in Gloria’s honor 
to San Luis Valley Re-
gional Medical Center in 
Alamosa, or to a charity 
of your choice. To leave 
online condolences or 
words of strength for the 
family, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com.

BLANCA — It is with 
profound sadness that 
we announce the passing 
of Virginia Franklin Cor-
dova on March 16. Born 
March 31, 1940 on Trin-
chera Ranch in Blanca. 
Born to Frank Franklin 
and Eloisa Franklin 
(Aragon), Virginia was 
a highly motivated and 
independent  woman 
from birth. Throughout 
her life, she raised five 
sons, was a business 
owner, and became the 
first Woman Republican 
Commissioner of Costilla 
County.

Virginia had a will and 
belief that one could ac-
complish anything that 
you want, with hard 
work and determination. 
With this philosophy, 
she motivated not only 

herself but those whose 
lives she touched.

Although impacting 
nearly everything she 
endeavored, she will be 
remembered most for 
her relationships. She 
was a fiercely loving and 
devoted mother, grand-
mother, aunt, and sister, 
wife, and friend whose 
generosity of spirit and 
loyalty will be impossible 
to forget.

Virginia was preceded 
in death by her beloved 
husband, Eusebio T. Cor-
dova; sisters: Lou Roy-
bal, Henrietta Roybal, 
Eva Meyer, Lillie Hen-
ningsen; brothers: Joe 
Franklin, Frank Frank-
lin; and daughters-in-
law: Rita and Susan.  

She is survived and 
honored by her sister, 

Marguerite Hoagland; 
sons: Andrew, Eugene 
(Rita), David (Susan), 
Terry (Donna) and Domi-
nick (Jesikah); grand-
children: Bianca Nara-
njo (Johnny), Jennifer 
Cordova (James), Terry 
Cordova (Cory), Jessica 
Cordova, Emily DiRub-
bio

(Joseph), Dante Cor-
dova, Drew Cordova, 
Brandi Dunaway (An-
thony) and Tori Warthen 
-- great-grandmother 
to  Michael, Daniel, 
Vincent, Terry, Carter, 
Alana, Gabriel, Char-
lie, Vincent, Steven and 
Alex.

A memorial service will 
be held this summer in 
her beloved St. James 
Church in Blanca this 
summer.  

Virginia Franklin Cordova, 79

VALLEY — The San Luis 
Valley offers many Alcohol-
ics Anonymous groups. 

A.A. members’ primary 
purpose is to stay sober 
and help other alcoholics to 
achieve sobriety.

Following are District 3 
San Luis Valley AA 12-Step 
Meetings. The 6th Tradi-
tion states that we are not 
affiliated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we list 
these meeting schedules 
for friends and family. For 
information, call 719-937-
5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart 

Parish Center at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 108 
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-

copal Hall at 607 4th St., 

Alamosa
5 p.m. Women’s Meeting 

at Masonic Hall, 598 Spruce 
St., Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Christian 

Church at 1st and State, 
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church at 
2nd and Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 2005 
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main St., 
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., San 
Luis

LA JARA — La Jara 
resident Olivia B. Garcia, 
82, went to her eternal 
rest on March 19, at the 
San Luis Valley Regional 
Medical Center with her 
loving family by her side. 
Olivia came into the world 
on January 21, 1938, in 
La Jara.

After graduating high 
school, she was united in 
marriage to the love of 
her life, Roger Garcia. The 
two opened and ran their 
own gas station for many 
years. While running their 
store this is where Olivia 
made many friends in the 
community.

She was a loving wife, 
grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister, aunt, 
cousin and friend; who 
enjoyed playing bridge, 
cooking, watching cook-
ing shows on TV, travel-
ing and going gambling. 
Olivia loved the time she 
was able to spend with her 

family and will be dearly 
missed. 

Survivors include: her 
eldest grandson, Darrick 
(Amber) Garcia of An-
tonito; daughters: Noel 
(James) Lewis-Kerr of 
Kenosha, WI; Sherrie 
(George) Elgin of Lake 
in the Hills, IL; sons: 
Wayne Garcia of Antonito, 
Bryan Garcia of SoCal; 13 
grandchildren; Nicholas 
(Michelle) Garcia, Cory 

(Dawn) Garcia, Cody Gar-
cia, Jason (Melody) Lewis, 
Eric Lewis, Kristin Lewis, 
Olivia Garcia, Margaret 
Garcia, Kendra Garcia, 
Sean Elgin, Jerod Elgin; 
nine great-grandchildren; 
sisters-in-law:  Liliosa 
Romero of Conejos and 
Vandeen Garcia of Ala-
mosa. She is also survived 
by numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends. 

Olivia was preceded in 
death by: her mother, Ma-
ria Benavides; husband, 
Roger “Clarence” Garcia; 
one sister, Stella Ben-
evides and one brother, 
Henry Benevides.

Cremation was cho-
sen and a private family 
memorial Service will be 
held at a later date. To 
leave online condolences 
please visit romerofuner-
alhomes.com. The care of 
arrangements have been 
entrusted to Romero Fu-
neral Home of Antonito. 

Olivia B. Garcia, 82

SANFORD — Sanford 
resident Orlando Juarez-
Garcia, 45, went home to 
be with the Lord on March 
21. Orlando came into the 
world on December 27, 1974 
in Chihuahua, Mexico, the 
beloved son of Mario Juarez 
and Maria Luisa Garcia.

He worked as a truck 
driver for ACI for many 
years. He loved being on 
the open road and knowing 
the sacrifices he made -- his 
time away from his family 
-- was all worth it in the 
end, because he was able 
to provide for them.

Orlando was a kind, 
compassionate and loving 
husband, father, grand-
father, brother, nephew, 
uncle, cousin and friend; 
who enjoyed going fishing, 
camping, traveling and 
spending as much time with 

Orlando Juarez-Garcia

ALAMOSA — Barbara 
Gean “Geanie” Wallen-
dorff, 84, passed away on 
Sunday, March 22, at the 
Gardiner Home in Phoe-
nix. She was a resident 
of Gilbert, AZ for the past 
year and former longtime 
resident of Rock Springs, 
WY.  

Geanie was born on 
December 21, 1935, in 
Deming, New Mexico 
the daughter of Gerald 
B. Greeman and Beulah 
Hutchinson Greeman.

She attended schools 
in Alamosa and was a 
1952 graduate of Alamosa 
High School. Geanie also 
attended and graduated 
from North Western Com-
munity College, in Range-
ley, as a Dental Hygienist.

She married Robert T. 
Wallendorff in Taos, on 
November 24, 1952. He 
preceded her in death on 
October 19, 2017.

Geanie was employed 
by John Pernich, DDS 
as a Dental Hygienist for 
20-plus years, in Rock 
Springs, WY. 

She was a member of 
Holy Spirit Catholic Com-
munity and spent many 

hours at the Adoration 
Chapel.

Geanie enjoyed spend-
ing time with her grand-
children and she also 
volunteered for Hospice 
of Sweetwater County for 
15 years. 

She is survived by: 
three sons, Melvin G. 
Wallendorff and wife 
Kim of Queen Creek, AZ; 
Lawrence Wallendorff 
and wife Julie of Loveland: 
and Robert T. Wallendorff 
II and wife Dodie of Rock 
Springs, WY; two broth-
ers, Walter Greeman and 
wife Joc of Tishomingo, 
OK; and Michael Dee 

Greeman of Alamosa; six 
grandchildren; Brad Wal-
lendorff and wife Stepha-
nie; Amanda Stevens and 
husband Andy; Trevor 
Zancanella and wife Jayla; 
Matthew Wallendorff; Jill 
Arquelles and husband 
Richard; Marty Evans; 
twelve great-grandchil-
dren; several cousins, 
nieces, nephews and spe-
cial friend, Marc Zimmer-
man. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husband, Robert; her son, 
Scott Wallendorff; two 
brothers, Pat Greeman 
and Gerald B. Greeman 
II and grandson, Mark 
Evans.

The family of Barbara 
Gean “Geanie” Wallen-
dorff respectfully requests 
donations be made in her 
memory to the Gardiner 
Home/Hospice of the Val-
ley, 1510 E. Flower Street, 
Phoenix, Arizona 85014 

Cremation will take 
place and there will be 
private family services.

Condolences may be 
left at www.vasefuneral-
homes.com

Barbara Gean “Geanie” Wallendorff, 84

his family, grandchildren 
and friends. 

Orlando will live on 
through: his wife, Jessica 
Juarez of Sanford; parents, 
Mario and Luisa Juarez of 
Chihuahua, MX; daughters: 
Mariah (Joel) Villagomez of 
Center; Arisma Juarez of 
Yuma, AZ; Melissa (Javier) 

Urbina of Monte Vista; 
Sheela Juarez of Sanford; 
sons: Christian Juarez, 
Jesse Estrada both of San-
ford; grandchildren: Romeo 
Villagomez, Armando Ruy-
bal, Isai Villagomez, Ashton 
Urbina, Paisley Urbina; 
sisters, Norma Juarez of 
Chihuahua, MX; Alejandra 
Enriquez of Phoenix, AZ; 
brother, Mario Juarez Jr., 
of Mexico.

He is also survived by 
numerous aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. 

A private family Mass 
of the Resurrection will be 
held at a later date. To leave 
online condolences please 
visit romerofuneralhomes.
com. The care of arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Romero Funeral Home of 
Antonito. 

Patricia Wise, 72
ALAMOSA — Alamosa resident Patricia Wise, 72, passed away  March 24. 

Arrangements are pending and  have been entrusted to Romero Valley Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.

Richard Samora, 71
MONTE VISTA -- Monte Vista resident Richard Samora, 71 passed away on 

March 19.  A visitation will be held from 1 p.m.-7 p.m. today -- March 25, 2020 
-- at the Rogers Family Mortuary in Monte Vista.

Burial will take place in the Monte Vista cemetery at a later time. A full obitu-
ary will follow in a later edition. To express condolences to the family, please visit 

PENDING OBITUARIES

Juan Ave.  Call Sharon 
at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 



Wednesday, March 25, 2020 Valley Courier Page 3

Valley News

Gardner
■ Continued from Page 1

Conejos County closures
LA JARA — In an ef-

fort to slow the potential 
spread of the COVID-19 
virus in our community, 
the Conejos County gov-
ernment will be closing 
public buildings starting 
on Wednesday, March 19, 
2020, at 12:00 pm.  Staff 
will be providing limited 
ESSENTIAL services via 
phones and online av-
enues.  

The following depart-
ments will have limited 
schedules please see below 
and call each department 

for more information.
 Conejos County De-

partment of Social Ser-
vices-719-376-5455

 Conejos County Public 
Health will be closed to the 
public but will have lim-
ited access by telephone, 
email and fax – 719-274-
4307

 Conejos County Com-
modities- Will be open on 
Monday and Wednesdays, 
curbside delivery only. 
719-274-4307

 Conejos County Sher-
iff’s Office/Jail – 719-376-
2196

 Conejos County Com-
bined Courts – 719-376-
5456-- Updates to court 
operations can be found at: 
https://www.courts.state.
co.us/Courts/District/In-
dex.cfm?District_ID=12

The following depart-
ments will be closed to the 
public until further notice.

Conejos County Admin-
istration – 719-376-5772

 Conejos County Asses-
sor – 719-376-5585

 Conejos County Clerk 
and Recorder – 719-376-
5422

 Conejos County Land 

Use – 719-376-2014
 Conejos County Road 

& Bridge- 719-376-5772
 Conejos County Trea-

surer – 719-376-5919
 
 These precautions will 

be continually evaluated.  
This announcement is in 
place until further notice.  

The Board of County 
Commissioners has also 
posted a letter to the com-
munity on our web site.  
For more information 
please go to our web page 
at www.conejoscounty.org

He shared action taken 
in Congress to allow small 
businesses (500 employ-
ees or less) to borrow up 
to $10 million for eight 
weeks of payroll and pay-
roll support through the 
Small Business Admin-
istration. If the money 
is used for payroll and 
payroll support such as 
providing health insur-
ance, rent assistance, etc., 
the loans can be forgiven, 
he said.

Banks, too, are being 
given more leeway to 
work with their custom-
ers with lower interest 
rates and adjustments to 
current loan plans, Gard-
ner said. And help is on 
the way for hospitals as 
well as they struggle with 
cash flow issues related to 
lost revenue.

“How do we get the econ-
omy in position to snap 
back?” Gardner asked the 

Alamosa contingent.
The senator encouraged 

people to find ways to do-
nate blood as the supply 
continues to dwindle and 
he asked that everyone 
call and check on their 
neighbors, particularly 

those in the older popu-
lation.

In a question and an-
swer period, Gardner 
talked about finding 
other ways to help busi-
nesses keep their doors 
open and new health 
insurance plans being 
offered to Colorado resi-
dents currently without 
insurance. He also said 
he plans to meet with the 

Secretary of Agriculture 
about the possible im-
pacts on that sector with 
labor shortages, etc. and 
how federal crop insur-
ance might help.

Based on the City of 
Estes Park fighting to 

keep Rocky Mountain 
National Park open, he 
asked what if any impact 
the pandemic has had on 
the Great Sand Dunes.

Alamosa County Com-
missioner Darius Al-
len said Dunes Super-
intendent Pam Rice is 
dedicated to keeping the 
park open. Gardner said 
he is staying in contact 
with the Department of 

Interior concerning the 
nation’s parks.

Raleigh Burt of Kristi 
Mountain Sports added 
how important it is the 
valley to keep the Dunes 
and trail systems open.

Allen told Gardner that 
he appreciates the sena-
tor’s continued support of 
the Essential Air Service 
(EAS) and its importance 
to airports like Alamosa 
in providing commercial 
flights.

Gardner said there is 
nothing “more dire, more 
urgent” than getting fi-
nancial assistance to the 
people across the nation.

In an email announc-
ing Tuesday’s meeting, 
Woods said, “we’re in this 
till we get through it and 
we have a lot of partners 
working together who 
will try to assist in find-
ing answers and possible 
resources for you.”

“How do we get the economy in 

position to snap back?” 

-U.S. Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO)

All of the things we have 
been advising people to 
do every day, that is still 
what we need everyone to 
do. The more strictly we 
all follow this advice, the 
better we will get through 
this.” 

When there is com-
munity spread, tracing 
the contacts or activities 
of just a couple of people 
who happened to receive 
a positive test result does 
not take into account the 
fact that there are other 
people in the community, 
possibly many people, who 

have the virus now, and 
there is no reliable way to 
know who that might be, 
because it is possible to 
have and share the virus 
even before the earliest 
symptoms show up. So, 
while a public health 
agency may decide to do 
some contact tracing in 
certain cases, that is not 
our main emphasis at this 
point. 

If you have any symp-
toms -- even mild ones 
-- public health urges you 
to stay home and isolate 
yourself until: 

• You have had no 
fever for at least 72 hours 
(without the use of medi-
cine) AND

• Other symptoms 
(cough, shortness of 
breath) have improved 
AND

• At least 7 days 
have passed since your 
symptoms first appeared.

• If you are sick, 
anyone in your house-
hold who has had close 
contact with you (within 
six feet for approximately 
10 minutes) should self-
quarantine for 14 days, 

even if you haven’t been 
tested for COVID-19.

If you have a medical 
emergency, call 911. If 
you have severe respira-
tory symptoms, especially 
shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, tell 
the 911 dispatcher about 
your symptoms. Do not 
wait for a COVID-19 test 
to call 911.

SLV COVID-19 Infor-
mation Line 719-480-8719

CO HELP line 1-877-
462-2911 (English and 
Spanish) for Colorado 

general information.
Colorado updates and 

guidance: https://covid19.
colorado.gov 

CDC updates and guid-
ance: https://www.cdc.

gov/coronavirus
Small Business - www.

choosecolorado.com
Volunteer or Donate - 

www.helpcoloradonow.
org

COVID-19
■ Continued from Page 1

Sargent School District meeting 
MONTE VISTA — Sargent High 

School released the points from their 
March meeting. 

Superintendent Report/Update
Superintendent, Brian Crowther 

provided the Board with an update on 
current requirements and recommen-
dations from both Governor Polis, the 
Commissioner of Education and local

Public Health
officials. Current requirements are 

that all schools discontinue face to face 
education until April 17th. Sargent 
Schools are currently scheduled to re-
sume regular classes on April 20th. Per 
Mr. Crowther’s report, the governor said 
schools are still accountable for instruc-
tion and engagement and there will be 
no social promotion. “We, therefore, ask 
that parents help us ensure that their 
students are engaged with the online 
curriculum so that students are able 
to pass on to the next grade level”. As 
information is updated it will be shared 
via Messenger to parents and staff and 

posted on the website’s Board page. In-
terested patrons may also request to be 
added to the Key Communicator List to 
receive emailed information. (if you’re 

not on the list and would like to be added, 
email lfoster@sargent.k12.co.us.)

Board Resolution Approved
A Resolution to Grant Emergency 

Powers to the Superintendent was ap-
proved. The Resolution, based on the 
declared State of Emergency due to 
COVID-19 grants the superintendent 
greater flexibility to respond quickly 
and appropriately to the evolving crisis.

Employment Items Employment in-
cluded a letter of resignation from Sec-
ondary Teacher, Mark Roquemore, and 
letter of retirement from Administrative 
Assistant, Lynda Foster, which were 
accepted with the board’s appreciation. 
Principal contracts for Mrs. David and 
Mrs. Hemmerling for the 2020-21 school 
year were approved. Also approved was 
the employment of Brett Karst, as a 
Substitute Teacher in Secondary English 
and an extra pay position agreement 
for Hector Ramos Garcia, as Yearbook 
Sponsor.

Board Policy Revisions

One new policy, BEAA Electronic
Participation in School Board Meetings, 
was approved, on an emergency basis. 
Emergency approval means the policy is 
approved and effective as of this board 
meeting. It will also receive a second 
reading at the next meeting. Policy
IC/ICA School Year/School Calendar/
Instruction Time was also revised on a 
first reading. It will be considered for 
a  second reading and approval at the 
next meeting.

Other Items
Also approved were financial reports 

for February and minutes of the previ-
ous meeting. In addition, one student 
work-study agreement was approved. 
Strategic planning was a discussion item.
Next Meeting: The next regular meeting 
of the board will be on Monday, April 
27th. A work session for strategic and 
long-range planning was scheduled for 
Friday, April 3rd. All agendas are posted
on the Board page of the school website.

Great ways to donate during the COVID-19 pandemic
Centura is so grateful for the 

generosity of our communities
ENGLEWOOD — As our commu-

nities pull together in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Centura Health 
is incredibly grateful for the influx of 
donated supplies. To help manage these 
donations as effectively as possible and 
limit potential for exposure to both do-
nors and our caregivers, we are working 
on setting up drop bins for personal 
protective equipment (PPE) donations 
and also sharing some creative ways 
your efforts can make a true difference 
for our frontline caregivers!

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Centura Health is standing up des-

ignated locations and drop-off boxes 
for Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) which will be available beginning 
Wednesday, March 25 outside the front 
entrance of each location. 

The following locations are available 
to accept PPE only between 9 a.m. and 

3 p.m. Monday through Friday:
9100 Mineral Circle, Englewood, CO 

(Centura Health Corporate Office)
Penrose Hospital – 2222 N. Nevada 

Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO
Avista Adventist Hospital – 100 

Health Park Drive, Louisville, CO
Longmont United Hospital - 1950 

Mountain View Ave, Longmont, CO
Mercy Regional Medical Center – 1010 

Three Springs Boulevard, Durango, CO
St. Anthony Summit Medical Center 

– 340 Peak One Drive, Frisco, CO
St. Catherine Hospital – 401 E Spruce 

Street, Garden City, KS
We are currently able to accept ONLY 

the following items:
Boxed masks and N95s (single or used 

masks cannot be accepted)
Gloves that are still in manufacturer 

packaging
Packaged gowns or rain ponchos with 

sleeves
Face shields (must include eye pro-

tection and be labeled as surgical, 
isolation, dental, or medical procedure 

face shields)
Homemade masks We are so amazed 

by the talented and giving members 
of our community offering to make 
homemade masks. As of today, per 
CDC guidelines, homemade masks are 
not considered PPE and should be only 
considered as a last resort. Therefore, 
Centura is not currently accepting 
these as donations, but would like 
to still hear from you.  Please email 
us at CovidDonations@centura.org 
so we can provide you a pattern and 
material specifications in the event 
our current policy changes and we 
begin to accept homemade masks.

Ways People Can Help: Needed items
As people continue to seek ways to 

help, whether for a specific Centura 
hospital or the system, please email 
CovidDonations@centura.org and con-
sider the following much-needed items:

Sign up to donate blood at a local 
donation center, as local blood centers 
anticipate up to a 35% decline in the 

coming weeks due to social distancing. 
Deliver catered food for on-duty 

caregivers (homemade food cannot be 
accepted).

Assemble care packages for our 
caregivers who are working long hours 
and may not have time or resources to 
obtain essential items for personal use, 
including items such as: 

Shelf-stable food staples
Toilet paper and other paper goods
Home cleaning supplies 
Direct financial donations to our 

Foundations.
Check on an at-risk neighbor:
Exchange phone numbers
Stick to a daily check-in call
Run an urgent errand if needed

We are incredibly grateful for this 
outpouring of generosity from our com-
munities in support of our patients and 
caregivers as you continue delivering 
the highest quality care during this 
time of great need.
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Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
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news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”
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expressed in individual 
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God Bless 

America ...
HOLLYWOOD 

— G o d  B l e s s 
Amer ica ,  and 
how’s everybody?

Treasury Sec-
r e t a r y  S t e v e 
M n u c h i n  e x -
pressed confi-
dence in a relief 
bill for business 
and workers is 
doable Tuesday. 
However indepen-
dent contractors 
can’t get jobless 
benefits.

I explained to the staff at the West 
Hollywood unemployment office I’m a 
comedian, and they gave me two drink 
tickets.

Nat Geo says geologists discovered 
diamonds on a Canadian island, prov-
ing North America’s landmass was 
connected to Scotland a hundred-fifty 
million years ago.

Today we know why the dinosaurs 
perished when the asteroids arrived. 
Instead of heading for cover they went 
for toilet paper.

The Centers for Disease Controls sent 
staffers to all the cable news shows to 
repeat their daily safety warnings to 
Americans.

They say don’t go out to the bar and 
don’t meet up with your friends, and 
don’t come home with an infection. 
Honestly, the CDC is starting to sound 
like my ex-girlfriend.

The L.A. Times reported that local 
churches received hugely favorable 
responses to their online services on 
Sunday. People were all over social 
media Sunday afternoon praising the 
experience.

Maybe the answer all along to declin-
ing church membership has been no 
offering and pants optional.

L.A. Mayor, Eric Garcetti, threatened 
Monday to arrest residents who casually 
disobey his stay-home orders. He’s livid 
that we’re all cheerfully exercising out-
doors and running errands in our cars.

Yes, we’re all out of toilet paper but 
spring has just arrived, and a new crop 
of leaves is on the horizon.

President Trump praised Americans 
for changing our social habits of shaking 
hands, hugging and kissing each other 
as social greetings Monday.

Due to the Coronavirus, I have been 
shaking elbows with people for three 
weeks. I now have eczema and a lifetime 
membership in the Freemasons.

Mitch McConnell blew up Monday 
after Senate Democrats reneged on a 
relief bill after House Democrats tacked 
on solar power credits and diversity 
requirements for recipient companies.

I just came up with the cure: we put 
Congress in charge of the Coronavirus 
and it will immediately stop passing.

The White House Coronavirus Task 
Force acknowledged to reporters that 
many parts of the country have been 
minimally affected by the COVID-19 
virus.

Some places are returning to normal. 
In Chicago once again neighborhood 
church bells chime five times a day 
signaling the call to gunfire.

President Trump yielded and stopped 
calling COVID-19 the “Chinese Virus” 
this week. He said that he doesn’t want 
to stigmatize Chinese-Americans.

The Chinese Virus, the German 
Measles and Spanish Flu walk into a 
bar, but the bartender’s not there -- he’s 
at home trying not to look racist.

President Trump had a marathon 
news conference with his Coronavirus 
Task Force Monday where he vowed 
businesses will be opened soon while 
acknowledging casualties among 
America’s seniors.

Funeral plans are being made for Bill 
Clinton. He’s fine, but he IS quarantined 
with Hillary.

Hollywood movie mogul and convicted 
rapist, Harvey Weinstein, contracted 
Coronavirus on Sunday. He knows 
where all the bodies are buried in show 
business and in politics.

That may explain why Hillary Clinton 
sent Harvey Weinstein a get-well card 
a week before he caught the virus.

California Governor, Gavin New-
som’s, stay-home order was studiously 
obeyed by middle-aged residents in L.A.

When Generation Xers were kids, 
they used to dream of sitting around the 
house with no school, just smoking pot 
and watching TV. And now forty years 
later, they’re living the dream.

White House Task Force’s, Dr. 
Fauci, dismissed successful tests of 
chloroquine on COVID-19 patients as 
anecdotal.

CNN and MSNBC are ridiculing the 
drug because it’s been promoted by 
Fox News.

All I know is that I have washed my 
hands so many times they are now 
legally married in Utah.

Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at 
Argus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Kids Like Me: DeAndre’s story
Jesus said in Matthew 25:40 KJV, 

“Whatever you’ve done unto the least 
of these (kids or adults), you’ve done it 
unto me.”

DeAndre’s story: I am 18 and have 
used drugs for 6-years.

I don’t have children, but it would 
break my heart if my unborn children 
grew-up and used drugs. I don’t want 
them to ever go through what I’m going 
through. If I could change anything, I 
would change the moment I ever started 
using heroin and meth.

Growing up, life was very good. My 
mom and dad weren’t on drugs until 
I was about 9 years old. We lived in 
Allicott, outside of Colorado Springs. 
We had our own double-wide trailer 
that my dad was renting to own. 

I was happy growing up. I had every-
thing a boy could want. It was just me 
and my brother, Antonio, at the time 
and life was perfect – until my father 
and I went for a ride in the truck one 
night. We ended-up rolling the truck 
12-times. I was in a car seat but flew 
out of the truck. If it had rolled one 
more time I would have been smashed. 
Luckily, I had one scratch on my face 
and dirt in my eyes. That’s all. 

After a few years, my dad went to 
prison and we moved to Colorado 
Springs. Eventually, I moved to Ala-
mosa with my aunty Ashley and my 
baby brother. We lived by the hospital 
in the college dorms until my aunty had 
her baby. Then we moved again with 
my mom to my dad’s, dad’s mom, my 
great grandmother until I was in the 
fourth grade. 

My mother used 
and sold drugs, but 
she was not a bad 
mom. She took care 
of us the best way 
she could. We were 
spoiled rotten while 
my father was away. 
Then, my mom got 
locked-up in jail 
when my father got 
out. So my father 
took care of us for 
about a year, then 
got locked back up.

Before he got 
locked-up, my mom got out and got 
pregnant. Then, she got sent to cor-
rections. Once that happened, me and 
my little brother moved to Romeo, with 
my grandma Pat and we started school 
there. I was in the fifth grade. 

Eventually my mom got out and we 
got a new baby sister. Soon after, my 
mom got pregnant again, but this time 
with a baby boy. However, it wasn’t 
from our dad. It was from another guy. 
Nine months went by and we got our 
new baby brother.

Sadly, my mom passed away two-
months after he was born. I was 12 or 
13 then, which is what led me to do 
drugs. First meth, then heroin -- which 
totally ruined my life, with my siblings 
and grandmother.

I sold all my stuff, chose some bad girl-
friends, and dropped out of high school 
my 11th grade year. Since I turned 18 
years old, I have been arrested four 
times and I’m now sitting in jail myself, 
because of my choices to steal, rob and 

lie. I regret ever choosing this lifestyle.
When I was a kid, I had a Tea-Cup dog 

named Daisy who was very important 
to me. My grandma Lucille took me to 
church every Sunday, and I believe in 
God with my full heart and soul.

I was artistic. I played electric guitar 
and I drew anything that looked evil or 
scary. I had a short attention span in 
school; and I hated homework, but was 
very smart. I wanted to be a famous 
rapper. 

I played football in school and it was 
important to me, but then it wasn’t be-
cause I dropped out of school to smoke 
weed. I had two friends in school, Victor 
and Jadon. Victor was my best friend.

My drug of choice is heroin which I 
have used since I was 12-13 years old. I 
started using drugs because my mother 
and my uncle, Ryan, passed away. I 
want to stop using drugs very badly. 
It has ruined my life.

My advice for parents who are addicts 
is to please stop while you can. There’s 
so much more to life. Your child’s life is 
worth more than your next fix or next 
high, plus you don’t want your kids to 
end up like me -- in jail and on drugs!

For grandparents like mine, who are 
raising their grandkids when our addict 
parents can’t: thank you for stepping-up 
to the plate!

My advice for kids like me, don’t do 
drugs! Be grateful for everything -- in-
cluding your freedom.

If I woke-up tomorrow morning and 
my life was perfect, I’d be clean, not in 
jail, working a good job and not in the 
hole I’m in. ~DeAndre 

Lopez for Colorado Senate 2020

Hello! My name is Carlos R. Lopez 
and I am proud to be a candidate for 
Colorado State Senate District #35.

I was raised in Colorado my entire 
life.  I attended School District #1 in 
Trinidad, started my college career 
at Trinidad State Junior College, and 
finished my undergrad degree at the 
University of Northern Colorado.

I am running because I am con-
cerned that the state government too 
often ignores the voices of Southern 
and Rural Colorado. I want to make 
sure that your concerns are voiced 
loud and clear, at the State Capitol, 

and turned into tangible legislation 
that helps us.  We need a fighter and 
I am ready to enter the ring.  

The Colorado economy is booming, 
but too often the needs of Rural and 
Southern Colorado are ignored. I 
want to make sure that the advan-
tages of our economy are shared by 
all Coloradans and the needs and 
concerns of Rural and Southern 
Colorado are addressed. 

Agriculture is our life blood and our 
heritage. In order to prosper, we need 
to make sure our water is continually 
protected for generations to come. I 
want to make sure that we can help 
prepare families for the future so they 
can continue to work their lands and 
not be bullied by big government and 
developers in Denver.

We also need expanded educational 
opportunities within our district, so 
people can get a high quality educa-
tion while staying close to home. 
Expanding educational opportunity 
will create a workforce ready for the 
future and bring companies to the 
area, as well as unleash peoples’ 
entrepreneurial spirit to create new 
businesses and jobs here at home.

Lastly, I want to help create healthy 
communities with more healthcare 
resources flowing into our rural 
district, to attract healthcare pro-
fessionals as well as new healthcare 
facilities.

I have been a member of the Trini-
dad City Council for the past four 
years and we have had some great 
successes including reinvigorated 
economic growth, a new state park 
and a new youth center.

I was a member of the Executive 
Board of the Colorado Municipal 
League. I am currently a board 
member of the Arkansas River Power 
Authority; Human Services Advisor 
Board, with Trinidad State Junior 
College; and am the Founder and 
Chair of the Youth Club of Trinidad, 
Inc.   

Please check me out at   carloslo-
pezforcolorado.com

Courtesy photo.

Colorado native, Carlos R. Lopez, is 
running for CO’s 35th District Senate.

Courtesy photo.
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Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

Jay Meyer, right, was recently honored by the Rotary Club of Alamosa for con-
tributing his fourth donation to the Paul Harris Fellowship program of Rotary 
International. Harris is credited for having organized Rotary nearly 100 years 
ago. Presenting the four-year pin is Alamosa Rotary President Chris Quintana.

Paul Harris Fellow 

plus four

ALAMOSA —  Un-
til further notice, the 
Tu Casa, Inc. (Tu Casa 
and Children’s Advocacy 
Center of the San Luis 
Valley) office space will 
be closed to the public, 
and staff will be working 
remotely. However, we 
want everyone in our com-
munity to know that we 

are still offering services. 
If you are in an emergency 
situation, please do not 
hesitate to call us. If you, 
or anyone you know, are 
in need of our services, 
please call our 24-hour 
hotline at (719) 589-2465.

 In compliance with 
CDC recommendations, 

our staff, interns, and vol-
unteers are implementing 
a social distancing policy. 
This means we will be 
doing the majority of our 
work from home. How-
ever, we want to stress 
that we are still providing 
services and that no one 
should hesitate to reach 
out if they are in a danger-
ous situation.

Tu Casa and the Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center 
of the San Luis Valley 
recognize that our ser-
vices are essential to 
the health and safety of 
those most vulnerable in 
our community. We will 
serve our clients to the 

best of our ability within 
this capacity while being 
responsible community 
members and avoiding 
the spread of disease. 
It is essential that we 
remember our fellow 
humans and take care 
of one another, showing 
compassion and working 
proactively not out of fear. 
We ask all to listen to the 
healthcare professionals 
and leading scientists, 
maintain proper hygiene 
by washing your hands 
often and for 20 seconds, 
practice social distancing, 
and make sure your fellow 
community members are 
okay. 

COVID-19 and Tu 

Casa, Inc.

LA JARA— San Luis 
Val ley  Health ’s  La 
Jara Clinic, 509 Main 
Street, La Jara, Colo-
rado, is temporarily 
closed due to the need 
to conserve resources.  
Routine and well-visits 
have been postponed.  

If you have respira-
tory symptoms, please 
call the nurse line at 
(719) 589-2511, and 
press 9. The line is 
open daily from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.  Please call 
prior to entering any 
healthcare facility if 

you are experiencing 
COVID-19 symptoms. 
In some cases,  you 
may be asked to stay 
home and self-manage. 
These changes have 
been made for your 
safety and the safety 
of the community. 

La Jara Clinic 

Temporarily Closed
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To adopt or reclaim 

any of these pets, 

contact Conour 

Animal Shelter at 852-

3366 or 2825 Sherman 

Ave., Monte Vista, 

between 10 a.m. and 5 

p.m. Tuesday through 

Saturday. Also see 

www.slvanimalshelter.

This is Oso, he is a male curly-haired dachshund mix 
about 4-5 years old. He is friendly with people and 
does well with most dogs. He jumps very high and 
will need a tall fence.

This is Goldie, she is a female pit bull mix around 2 
years old. She is very friendly with people and has a 
fairly calm temperament.

This is Goofy, he is a male pit bull/shepherd mix 
around 7 months. He is friendly with people and has 
a lot of energy.

This is Destiny, she is a female pit bull mix around 8 
months. She is very friendly with people and she has 
quite a bit of energy.
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TAOS, NM– March 23, 
2020 – The five national 
forests in New Mexico, 
including the Carson Na-
tional Forest, will be-
gin the orderly closure 
of developed recreation 
sites as early as Monday, 
March 23, to protect pub-
lic health and safety and 
align with state and local 
measures already in place 
to contain the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

Although campgrounds, 
day-use sites, restrooms 
and other developed rec-
reation facilities on the 
Santa Fe, Cibola, Gila, 
and Lincoln national for-
ests are likely to be closed, 
the vast majority of the 
forests will still be avail-
able to visitors who want 
to spend time outdoors. 
At this time, recreation 
opportunities include hik-
ing and biking on trails, 
dispersed camping and 
other activities that sup-
port social distancing and 
small groups.

The Carson National 
Forest asks members of 
the public to recreate 
responsibly by avoid-
ing high-risk activities, 
like rock climbing, that 
increase the chance of 
injury or distress. Law 
enforcement and search 
and rescue operations 
may be limited due to 
COVID-19. In addition, 
visitors can help mitigate 
resource impacts while 
recreation sites are closed 
by bringing home their 
trash (pack it in, pack it 
out), and by appropriately 
managing human waste 
by burying it at least 6-8 
inches deep and 200 feet 
away from water, trails 
and recreation sites. Vis-
it the Interactive Visi-
tor Map at https://www.
fs.fed.us/ivm/ for more 
information on available 
activities.

“We know how much 
our communities and our 
visitors value all the rec-

reation opportunities the 
national forests have to 
offer,” Carson National 
Forest Supervisor James 
Duran said. “This deci-
sion was not made lightly, 
but we believe people 
understand the serious 
risks posed by facilities 
that draw large numbers 
of people into close prox-
imity with each other. We 
appreciate your patience 
and understanding of our 
efforts to mitigate those 
risks to protect public 
health and safety.” 

The developed recre-
ation site closures will 
remain in effect until 
further notice. The Forest 
Service thanks all New 
Mexicans, visitors and 
partners for their cooper-
ation.  Please report any 
instances of vandalism 
to facilities to the local 
ranger district office.

All SFNF offices are 
conducting business and 
providing services virtu-
ally. The Carson National 
Forest will continue to 
coordinate its COVID-19 
response in alignment 
with all federal, state and 
local guidance. 

Visitors to national for-
ests are urged to take 
the precautions recom-
mended by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). For 
tips from the CDC on 
preventing illnesses like 
the coronavirus, go to: 
https: / /www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
about/prevention.html.   

Contact information 
for Carson National For-
est Headquarters and 
the ranger district offices 
is posted on the forest 
website. Updates on the 
Carson National Forest 
response to COVID-19 
will also be posted on 
Facebook and Twitter. 

###
USDA is an equal op-

portunity provider, em-
ployer and lender.

National Forests in NM to close developed recreation 

sites; visitors still welcome

Events have been can-
celed or postponed across 
the globe in the wake 
of the outbreak of CO-
VID-19. This has caused 
a disruption to not only 
commercial events like 
concerts and sporting 
events, but personal 
gatherings as well. Any 
party with a large num-
ber of potential guests 
has to be reconsidered. 
This includes graduation 
parties, weddings and 
birthdays. People facing 
the cancellation of such 
events can follow these 
guidelines.

• Speak to vendors to 
find out if cancellations 
can occur with no penal-
ties. Many hotels and 
other travel services are 
waiving fees for cancella-
tions, or allowing book-
ings to be rescheduled at 
no additional cost.

• Try to think of some 
alternative dates for 
events like weddings and 
graduation parties as 
soon as possible. There 
is no way to accurately 
predict the path that 

COVID-19 will take, nor 
put a firm date regular 
life can resume, but 
discussing alternative 
dates with vendors with 
whom you’re already 
under contract may put 
you at the top of the list 
when gatherings are 
once again allowed.

• Reach out to guests 
to explain that your 
plans are fluid. Expect 
that a good portion of 
guests, even those who 
already committed to 
attend, may not be able 
to make rescheduled 
events. Speak with ven-
dors about fluctuating 
headcounts in the wake 
of COVID-19.

• Be patient and keep 
an open minded about 
events. These are un-
precedented times and 
many people are learning 
as they go. Rescheduling 
events when the threat 
has subsided may cause 
a bottleneck effect with 
service providers. Flex-
ibility and patience can 
help make reschedule 
less stressful.  TF205955

What to do in the 

wake of canceled 

events

The San Luis Val-
ley Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited announces 
that, based on state and 
national TU directives 
and our own concern 
for the health of Valley 
residents, our regular 
March meeting, sched-
uled for March 31, 2020, 
has been cancelled. In 
addition, our annual 
fundraising auction, 
originally scheduled for 

May 2, 2020, has been 
postponed until a date 
later this year. Please 
stay tuned for more 
information once a new 
date has been deter-
mined. We appreciate 
your support and inter-
est and wish everyone 
well as the Covid-19 
outbreak progresses. 
Stay safe (and you can 
practice social isolation 
on a river or lake)!

Trout unlimited 

announcement
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221
HELP WANTED

THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services has 
a position for a full time 
Early Childhood Special 
Education Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year. Interested appli-
cants should hold a valid 
Colorado Teacher Li-
cense with a license for 
Early Childhood Special 
Education or be eligible 
for a Temporary Educa-
tor Eligibility (TEE). 
Application is available 
at the BOCES office or 
on-line www.slvboces.
org. Process requires 
application, letter of in-
terest, and three current 
letters of reference. Send 
completed application 
process to LJ Garcia, 
Assistant Director of 
Exceptional Student 
Services, SLV BOCES, 
2261 Enterprise Drive, 
Alamosa, CO 81101. 
Application deadline is 
April 3, 2020.(4/3)

THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services has 
a position for a full time 
Early Childhood Special 
Education Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year. Interested appli-
cants should hold a valid 
Colorado Teacher Li-
cense with a license for 
Early Childhood Special 
Education or be eligible 
for a Temporary Educa-
tor Eligibility (TEE). 
Application is available 
at the BOCES office or 
on-line www.slvboces.
org. Process requires 
application, letter of in-
terest, and three current 
letters of reference. Send 
completed application 
process to LJ Garcia, 
Assistant Director of 
Exceptional Student 
Services, SLV BOCES, 
2261 Enterprise Drive, 
Alamosa, CO 81101. 
Application deadline is 
April 3, 2020.(4/3)

221
HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
Building Night Janitor 
AHS) Applications are 
available online at https://
dist.alamosa.k12.co.us 
For more information, 
contact Mindi Van Ry at 
719-587-1600. Applica-
tion deadline March 27, 
2020. EOE(3/27)

T H E  C O S T I L L A 
COUNTY Conservancy 
District is now hiring for 
an Administrative Assis-
tant position. Job require-
ments: High School Di-
ploma, Microsoft Office 
experience, and Email 
and computer skills. Pre-
ferred qualifications: Ac-
counting/bookkeeping 
(Quickbooks) skills and 
Good communications/
writing skills. Position 
is for 30 hours per week, 
Monday – Friday.  Please 
email resume along with 
letters of recommenda-
tion and references to 
info@costillaccd.orgby 
April 2, 2020.(4/4)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home is now 
hiring LPN’s and RN’s. 
Come join our team! 
Must have a current li-
cense and CPR.  Days and 
Night shift With night 
shift differential. Please 
stop in for an application 
at 1335 6th st in Del Norte 
Co or call 719-657-1105 
Ask for Susan or Chelcy. 
(RVI is EOE.)(4/3)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home in Del 
Norte Co is seeking a 
Director of Nursing must 
have a current Colorado 
license and in good stand-
ing. We offer insurance 
and competitive wages if 
interested please stop in 
@ 1335 6th st to apply or 
if you have any questions 
please feel free to contact 
us @ 719-657-1105 ask 
for Susan. (RVI is EOE.)
(4/3)

221
HELP WANTED

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
Health is seeking quali-
fied candidates to fill 
positions as a Mainte-
nance Mechanic, Main-
tenance Worker, and 
Housekeeper.  please 
visit https://www.san-
luisvalleyhealth.org/
careers/ for a full job 
summary for these po-
sitions, as well as our 
other job opportunities. 
(3/27)

N I G H T  S T A F F 
NEEDED at La Puente 
Home.  Need Mature, 
dynamic, compassion-
ate person, able to deal 
with all types of people.  
Must be able to work 
weekend and graveyard 
shifts. (21+). Bilingual 
preferred.  Looking for 
the unique applicant 
who will be a part of 
an awesome team of 
individuals helping oth-
ers. Join our staff of 
dedicated professionals 
and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of helping 
others.  Send resume to: 
hr@lapuente.net. (3/31)

221
HELP WANTED

THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is hiring a part-
time Library Assistant. 
(Hiring range $12.00 
to $12.60/hour DOQ). 
20-25 hours per week.   
Hours will include eve-
nings and weekends.   
Computer and customer 
service skills are a must.  
Duties include, but not 
limited to, shelving, col-
lection maintenance, 
and customer service.  
Full job description, an-
nouncement, and ap-
plication can be found 
on our website at cityo-
falamosa.org.  Dead-
line:  03/26/2020 at 4:30 
p.m.(3/27)

MONTE VISTA ES-
TATES Nursing Home 
is seeking a full-time day 
shift RN to add to our 
amazing team! Shift is 
6am-6:30 PM-Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday 
(one week) Thursday, 
Friday Saturday (second 
week) rotating schedule. 
The open positions are 
essential roles in the 
overall care offered to 
our residents. (3/28)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 912-20

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On January 14, 2020, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the No-
tice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described 
below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
GREG BOYKO and LESLIE KELHAM
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MIRRORS, LLC, a Colorado Limited Liability Company
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
MIRRORS, LLC, a Colorado Limited Liability Company
Date of Deed of Trust
October 05, 2016
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
October 11, 2016
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
364367 
Original Principal Amount
$69,900.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$64,539.38
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
Lots 1 through 14, Block 1 Sangre De Cristo Estates, Unit 19, County 
of Alamosa, State of Colorado
Together with any and all Water and Water Rights, Ditches and Ditch 
Rights, Wells and Well Rights including but not limited to underground 
water rights for Permit No(s). 24761-F and 9251-F in Water Division 
No. 3, State of Colorado
Also known by street and number as:  .
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 05/13/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 3/18/2020
Last Publication 4/15/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 01/14/2020
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
San Luis Valley Law Firm P.O. Box 609,  Salida, CO 81201 (719) 
852-0627
Attorney File # 
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1354
Published in the Valley Courier March 18, 25, April 01, 08, and 15, 
2020

COMBINED NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLICATION

(CRS §38-38-103)
 FORECLOSURE SALE No. 2020-1

To Whom It May Concern:  This Notice is given with regard to the 
following Deed of Trust:
On January 21, 2020, under Reception No. 20000097, the under-
signed Public Trustee caused the Notice of Election and Demand 
relating to the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Conejos records.
Original Grantor(s): Marvon Greg Richardson
Original Beneficiary:  Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc. as Nominee for U.S. Bank, N.A.
Current Holder of the Evidence of Debt Bayview Loan Servicing, 
LLC
Date of Deed of Trust: December 20, 2007
County of Recording Conejos
Recording Date of Deed of Trust December 21, 2007
Recording Information (Reception No
and/or Book/Page No.)  Reception No. 7002183
Original Principal Amount  $94,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $76,031.92
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows: Failure 
to pay the monthly installments of principal and interest due.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
The legal description of the Property that is subject to the Notice of 
Election and Demand in accordance with CRS §38-38-101(4)(g) is:
A tract of land described as commencing for a tie at the Quarter 
Corner between Sections 28 and 29, Township 33 North, Range 7 
East N.M.P.M.; thence South on the Section Line a distance of 1605 
feet to a point on the North right of way boundary for Colorado State 
Highway No. 17; thence North 84°02’ West along said right of way a 
distance of 112 feet; thence North 02°04’ East a distance of 210.4 
feet to the Southeast corner of Lot 34E and the point of beginning; 
thence North 84°02’ West a distance of 174 feet; thence North 01°05’ 
West a distance of 210 feet; thence South 84°02’ East a distance of 
186 feet; thence South 02°04’ West a distance of 210.4 feet, more or 
less, to the point of beginning, excepting a strip of land 15 feet wide 
along the North boundary of said lot to be used for road right of way, 
in Conejos County, Colorado.
Also known by street and number as: Lot 34B Fox Creek Road, An-
tonito, CO  81120
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 
10:00 A.M. on Thursday, May 21, 2020, at the office of the Conejos 
County Public Trustee, Conejos County Courthouse, 6683 County 
Road 13, Conejos, CO  81129, sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said Grantor(s), 
Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed 
of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other items 
allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certificate of Pur-
chase, all as provided by law.
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED.
First Publication Date: March 25, 2020
Last Publication Date:  April 22, 2020 
Name of Publication: The Valley Courier
Date: March 23, 2020
Mack M. Crowther
Public Trustee in and for the County of Conejos, State of Colorado.
The name, address, telephone number and bar registration number 
of attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Karen J. Radakovich, Esq., A.R.#11649
Frascona, Joiner, Goodman and Greenstein, P.C.
4750 Table Mesa Drive, Boulder, CO 80305-5575
Telephone: (303) 494-3000
Facsimile: (303) 494-6309
FJGG 7192-13920/RICHARDSON, MARVON 0002704319
The attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to 
collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1374
Published in the Valley Courier on March 25, April 1, 8, 15, and 22, 
2020.

NOTICE OF FINAL SETTLEMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Rocky Mountain High Develop-
ment, LLC, will make final settlement at the offices of RG and As-
sociates, LLC at 4885 Ward Road, Suite 100, Wheat Ridge, Colorado 
80033 at 10:00 a.m. on April 6, 2020, to RMS Utilities, Inc. for all work 
done by said contractor on the Access in CDOT Right-of-Way and 
Gravel Access Road Extension project. All of said construction being 
within the boundaries of Rio Grande County, Colorado.
This notice is provided pursuant to CRS 38-26-107(1). Any person, 
co-partnership, association of persons, company or corporation that 
has furnished labor, materials, term hire, sustenance, provisions, 
provender or other supplies used or consumed by such Contractor 
or his Subcontractors in or about the performance of the work con-
tracted to be done and whose claim therefore has not been paid by 
the Contractor or his Subcontractors, at any time up to and including 
the time of final settlement for the work contracted to be done is re-
quired to file a verified statement of the amount due and unpaid on 
account of such claim to RG and Associates, LLC at or before the 
time and date hereinabove shown. Failure on the part of any claimant 
to file such verified statement of claim prior to such final settlement 
will release said RG and Associates, LLC and Rocky Mountain High 
Development, LLC, of and from any and all liability for such claim.
RG and Associates, LLC
By: Gary E. Welp, P.E., CFM
Senior Project Manager
No. 1375
Published in the Valley Courier on March 25, and April 1, 2020.

NOTICE OF HEARING TO INTERESTED PERSONS AND 
OWNERS BY INHERITANCE 

PURSUANT TO 
15-12-1303 C.R.S.

In the Matter of the Estate of HARLEY EUGENE CRESSLER, SR
To all interested persons
And owners by inheritance:
The Estate of Norma Dee Boss Cressler
By and Through Personal Representative Echo Diane Schmitt
Montezuma County District Court Case 19PR30083
A petition, a copy of which accompanies this notice, has been filed 
Alleging that the above decedent died leaving the following 
Property:  50% ownership of Mountain Lake Ranch Lot 11
San Luis, CO 81152
The hearing on the petition will be held at the following time and loca-
tion or at a 
 later date which the hearing may be continued:
April 24, 2020 at 8:00 a.m.
Costilla County Combined Courts
304 Main Street
San Luis, CO 81152
March 23, 2020
Cameron C. Secrist #17585
P.O. Box 1206
Cortez, CO 81321
No. 1376
Published in the Valley Courier March 25, April 1 and April 8, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Board of Adjustments will be on Monday, April 20, 2020 
at 6:15 PM. The hearing will be held in the Commissioners Meeting 
Room at the Conejos County Courthouse. The purpose of this hear-
ing is to consider an application for a Variance to the zone district 
required setbacks in a Rural Zone District. 
The landowner is Billy Hoover 15725 State Highway 142 Manassa, 
Co 81148. The subject property is legally described as: 1.5 acres lo-
cated in the Southwest Quarter of Section 22, Township 34 North, 
Range 9 East NMPM, Conejos County, Colorado. County Parcel 
#586722100122
The full details of this application are available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Land Use Administrator at the Conejos County Court-
house during regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Interested 
persons may appear to be heard at the public hearing.
Linda DeHerrera
Land Use Administrator
No. 1377
Published in the VALLEY COURIER on March 25, and April 7, 2020. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

B I D S  B E I N G 
SOUGHT for garage 
door installation at the 
Bus Garage of the Upper 
Rio Grande School Dis-
trict.  For more informa-
tion, please contact the 
Administrative Offices 
at 719-657-4040.  Bids 
due by April 1.(4/1)

185 - SERVICES 
& REPAIRS

FLU PREVENTION 
CLINIC Every Thurs-
day in March. Be proac-
tive and strengthen your 
immune system at the 
Acu Center Community 
Clinic located in Del 
Norte, 990 6th st. Call 
for appointment 360-
821-9006.(4/3) 

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodel done 
at reasonable rate. Call 
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(4/2)

221
HELP WANTED

TRINIDAD STATE 
JUNIOR College is 
seeking adjunct instruc-
tors for Mathematics 
and Communications 
courses for both cam-
puses. Relevant degree 
and experience required. 
For more information 
contact Dean of Instruc-
tion, Dr. Evert Brown at 
Evert.Brown@trinidad-
state.edu or 719-589-
7017. Review of applica-
tions is ongoing. TSJC 
is an equal opportunity 
institution.(4/9)

YOUR LUCK IS about 
to change! Visiting An-
gels is Now hiring com-
passionate caregivers to 
do non-medical in-home 
care in the San Luis 
Valley, CO area. Flex-
ible Shift Availability. 
Full time and part time 
positions. ** $50 sign 
on Bonus to all Caregiv-
ers and C.N.A.’s hired 
March 1-31, 2020. Apply 
Now, Join the Visiting 
Angels Team! or call 
970-264-5991 for more 
info. Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (3/31)

ALL AROUND FARM 
Mechanic needed. Pay 
depending upon expe-
rience. Call 719-588-
4481.(4/9)

L A B O R :  VA L I D 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REQUIRED. Duties in-
clude, getting in and out 
of trash truck, empty-
ing trash bins into trash 
truck. Physical labor 
Required, must be able 
to lift up to 100 lbs, other 
duties as assigned. 32 to 
40 hours a week, Home 
Base in Manassa, CO. 
Please call 719 580 1518 
or 719 843-5354.(4/9)

221
HELP WANTED

C R O S S R O A D S ’ 
TURNING POINTS, 
Inc is currently hiring 
for the following posi-
tion: CIC Caseworker 
/ Full Time / $12.75 
to $13.75 per hr Avail-
able to work differ-
ent shifts, as needed. 
Please see job descrip-
tion and apply online 
at: www.crossroadstp.
org.(3/28)



221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is look-
ing for highly motivated 
Middle School Science 
Teacher that has a desire 
to teach and the abil-
ity to pass their passion 
of learning onto stu-
dents.  For more infor-
mation please contact 
Mr. Stagner at 719-378-
2310 or bstagner@san-
greschools.org. Teach-
ing applications may 
be downloaded from 
sdc.schooldesk.net  or 
picked up at school of-
fice.  Positions open until 
filled. (3/27)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Health Teacher for the 
2020-2021 school year.  
The person in this posi-
tion will teach health 
in grades 6th through 
12th.  A complete list of 
desired qualifications 
and experience is posted 
on the district website 
http://ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-op-
portunities.html.  Monte 
Vista School District of-
fers a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life coverage.  
Applications may be 
submitted to the District 
Office, 345 E. Prospect 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144, by April 1, 2020, 
or until the position is 
filled.  Applications may 
be downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996.(3/28)

APARTMENT MAN-
AGER.  OVER the 
Rainbow Apartments, 
down-town Alamosa 
seeks a live-in skilled 
property manager.  Re-
sponsibilities include 
lease management, fa-
cility upkeep, handling 
tenant needs and issues.  
Qualifications:  mature, 
good communication 
and computer skills, 
good references.  Knowl-
edge of human services 
helpful.  Compensation 
includes salary, apart-
ment, paid utilities and 
benefits.  Serious ap-
plicants, please submit 
resume to hr@lapuente.
net.(3/28)

221
HELP WANTED

FARMING TECH-
NOL O GY COR P 
is seeking Irrigation 
Technician Qualifi-
cation, With Sprin-
kler and Well Main-
tenance.  Apply In 
Person At 8629 Rd 
105 North Mosca, Co 
81146 Phone 719-754-
0559.(4/15)

 FARMING TECH-
NOLOGY CORP is 
Seeking Tractor Op-
erator Help. May Ap-
ply In Person At 8629 
Rd 105 North Mosca, 
Co 81146.Phone 719-
754-0559.(4/15)

M O N T E  V I S TA 
ESTATES Nursing 
Home is Seeking a 
full t ime day shif t 
C.N.A seeking  a full 
time evening shift (2-
10) shift CAN If you 
love work ing with 
the elderly and enjoy 
making a difference 
in the lives of our resi-
dents, please contact 
us. We look forward 
to having you join our 
team. (3/28)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repairs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up 
to $800/month deliv-
ering the Valley Cou-
r ier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

304
LAWN & GARDEN

SPRINKLER RE-
PA I R  R E A S O N -
ABLE rate and quick 
service. Also avail-
able on the weekends 
Call 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593.(4/2)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

P R E M I U M  A L -
FALFA AND grass/
alfalfa, small bales 
$7.00 in hay shed 
(719) 580-2509.(5/14)

HORSE AND COW 
hay:  g rass ,  g rass /
alfalfa, alfalfa. 3x3 
and 4x4 bales, various 
quality and pricing. 
719-850-8917 (7-13-
TFN)

330
FREE

F R E E  D R E S S E R 
GOOD condition 719-
937-2254 Need gone 
ASAP. (3/25)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

353 - FARM & 
LIVESTOCK SERVICES

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & Ranchers. Show 
special seal leaking 
stock tanks, ponds or 
reservoirs with Benton-
ite 719-580-6652.(3/27)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

RAMSEY 12 VOLT 
P r o  8 0 0 0 R  S e r i e s 
#817508 wench 93 ft. 
5/16 cable.  Remote 
switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-
TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a home? 
San Luis Valley Animal 
Welfare Society is a 
nonprofit animal rescue 
dedicated to stopping 
the euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Having 
pets altered is the num-
ber one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies con-
tact us. We will take the 
puppies into our rescue 
and spay the mama dog 
for free after the puppies 
are weaned. If needed 
we will also provide 
dog food & gas money 
to get the dogs to us to 
help in this situation. 
Spay/neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
good responsible homes 
for over 8,000 animals. 
Contact 719-587-9663 
(WOOF); email:  woof@
slvaws.org. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

R E G I S T E R E D 
MINI AUSSIE pup-
pies for sale. Will be 
8 weeks old ready on 
3/23/20. 3 Blue Mer-
les and 3 Black Tri. 
Blue Merles $500 a 
piece Black Tri $350 
a piece. Current on 
all shots. 719-849-
1877.(3/27)  

A LL DOGS A D -
O P T E D  F R O M 
THE VALLEY HU-
M A N E  L E AGU E 
H AV E  T O  B E 
SPAYED OR NEU-
T ER ED BEFOR E 
GOING TO THEIR 
NEW HOME. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to 
adopt kittens? Help 
t rap/neuter/release 
e f f o r t s?  D o n a t e 
food/litter/supplies? 
Low cost spay/neuter 
clinic for cats. http://
www.catsa l iveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)

FREE TO GOOD 
home. Adults  and 
kittens. NO MOUS-
E R S  O R  B A R N 
CATS. Spay/neuter 
cl in ics coming to 
Alamosa in near fu-
ture. Call Donna K 
719-589-5952 or 719-
580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

L O OK I NG F OR 
A 2 or 3 bedroom 
Mobile Home 1981 
or higher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

W A N T E D  T O 
LEASE or lease-to-
own pasture or hay 
grounds. Call 719-
850-1680.(4/25)

525
GUNS

Z ACH’S EU RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE APRIL 
1ST, 3 bedroom, 1 bath-
room, 212 Bonney Dr., 
1 year leas3 $1,000 per 
mo. 719-480-3777. (4/2)

614 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR RENT

FOR RENT:  3 Bed-
room; 2 Bath M.H. 
new carpet, new paint 
$1 0 0 0 . 0 0  d e p o s i t 
$850.00 month.  Call 
580.9536(3/31)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Page 10 Valley Courier Wednesday, March 25, 2020

Classifieds

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band of 30-plus years 
cheated on me several 
years ago with one of his 
young private students. 
In our state, she would 
have been underage, but 
she was living in an adja-
cent state with different 
laws. I had just finished 
six months of nursing his 
mom to heaven. She had 
Alzheimer’s, and he did 
very little to help. 

 We had one of the few 
fights in our marriage 
about his affair, but noth-
ing was ever resolved. I 
suspect he’s still in contact 
with her, but I can’t prove 
it. He has never apologized 
for his behavior. Other-
wise, he has been a good 
husband. He is sick himself 
now, and I don’t feel right 
about leaving him. Any 
thoughts? -- NOT RIGHT 
IN NORTH CAROLINA

 DEAR NOT RIGHT: 
Under the circumstances, 
you are a nicer woman 
than he deserves. If you 
feel you should stay with 
him until death -- or re-
covery -- I respect you for 
it. However, if you are one 
of those caring individu-
als who expends so much 
time and energy that 
doing it could hurt your 
own health, I think you’re 
entitled to spend as much 
time as you need taking 
care of YOURSELF.

 DEAR ABBY: A friend 

blew me off after a 35-year 
friendship. I’ve no idea 
why -- just a very hurtful, 
nasty message. Over the 
years, we had many ups 
and downs, but we always 
made up. Now it has been 
almost two years since I 
heard from her.

 Last week, for my birth-
day, she tried to contact 
me, but I have her blocked. 
She contacted my sister 
and said she wants to 
bury the hatchet. I said, 
“WHERE? IN THE BACK 
OF MY HEAD?” I haven’t 
contacted her yet and am 
not sure I want to. She hurt 
me badly. I cried for so long. 
She was my best friend. I 
knew she wasn’t perfect. 
She is the original Drama 
Queen, but we were still 
closer than most sisters. 

 I would at least like to 
know what made her blow 
us apart. Should I contact 
her? My pastor gave a ser-
mon on forgive and forget, 
but I don’t know if I can do 
either. -- FOE OR FRIEND 
IN ILLINOIS

 D E A R  F O E  O R 
FRIEND: Contact the 
woman and get your ques-
tions answered. After that, 
you can decide whether the 
estrangement is healthier 
for you than her drama. 

 As to your pastor’s ser-
mon, I believe that while 
people should forgive, they 
should never forget.

 DEAR ABBY: We’re a 

senior couple who have 
been together 20 years. 
My wife and I have a date 
night twice a week. I feel 
our physical intimacy 
melds our spirits and souls 
together. But lately my 
wife’s new rule is, “Don’t 
bother me while my TV 
programs are on!” When I 
told her I feel her programs 
are more important to her 
than I am, she got upset. 
So did I. Nothing’s been 
the same since. What’s 
your take on this? -- OLD 
GULF COAST LOVER

 DEAR LOVER: My 
take is that you should re-
schedule your date nights 
to ones that don’t conflict 
with your wife’s favorite 
TV shows, or invest in a 
digital video recorder so 
your wife doesn’t miss her 
programs and you don’t 
miss a trick.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

Husband carried on an affair 

as wife cared for his mother

THE GRIZZWELLS
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CELEBRITY CIPHER

BIG NATE
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Lifestyle 

 La Puente sees increase in need amidst COVID-19
By  ISRAEL GAR-

CIA-HUMES

ALAMOSA — With 

the first confirmed cases 
of COVID-19, the San 

Luis Valley prepares for 

the implications of that 
on everyday life.  Many 

local human service 
providers are having 

to change the way they 

carry out their work. 

One such local non-

profit, La Puente, finds 
its staff on the frontlines 

of the COVID-19 crisis 

locally. 

La Puente values the 

safety of the San Luis 

Valley community and 
understands that cooper-

ation is how the commu-

nity will get through this 

uncertain and difficult 
time. The non-profit’s 
Director of Community 
Education, Israel García-

Humes, has stated: 
“Beginning March 16, 

La Puente took mea-

sures to continue to 

meet the needs of our 
community while tak-

ing proactive commu-

nity health precautions.  

COVID 19 poses a risk 

to us all, but especially 

to the most vulner-

able. Our community 
is strong, and we must 
help one another get 

through this.”

To help create “social 
distancing,” La Puente 

has made several chang-

es to program opera-

tions while continuing 

to offer much-needed 
services.  At the end of 

this article, the Courier 

has noted some of the 
most significant imple-

mented changes.
It has been difficult 

for La Puente staff to 

make these decisions, 
especially considering 

the population they 

serve is made up of 
those most vulnerable to 
COVID-19. This fact has 
motivated the organiza-

tion to devise creative 

and safe ways to con-

tinue providing services, 

while also demonstrat-
ing staff and volunteers’ 
wholehearted devotion 

to the SLV community.  
One of the biggest 

changes has been the 

elimination of the Shel-
ter’s daily community 
meals. For years, the 
Shelter staff has cooked 

lunch and dinner, not 

just for Shelter guests, 

but for any hungry com-

munity member. On av-

erage, the Shelter serves 

around 60-70 community 
members per meal.  

Thus, the elimination 
of this food source has 

been a drastic blow to 

many—especially con-

sidering the recent food 

and supply shortages.  In 

response to this, La Pu-

ente has rallied together 

the resources needed 

to provide at least one 

community meal from 
the Presbyterian Church 

until further notice. 

This is just one of the 
many ways La Puente 
is continuing to try and 

support the community.  
La Puente’s Food Bank 

Network has also seen a 

sharp uptick in the need 

for their services.  In just 

one week, the Alamosa 
Food Bank saw 100 new 
families walk through 
their doors.  This is 
a 50% increase from 
the number of families 
served this time last 
year.  The other pantries 
in the SLV Food Bank 
Network similarly saw 
an increase in the de-

mand for the services. 
With supply chains be-

ing stretching, the SLV 

Food Bank Network is 

asking the community 
for support. 

“We’ve seen a sharp 
increase in visitors, and 

we need donations of 

non-perishable foods 

(rice, beans, corn, green 

beans, oats, and fruits).  

We are also in need of 

egg cartons, plastic bags, 

and cardboard boxes.,” 

said Food Bank Director, 
Lyndsey Williams.

La Puente is also 

reporting a demand from 
the families they serve 
for sanitizing products, 
toilet paper, and paper 

towels.  “With tight 

budgets and many stores 
low on product, the most 
vulnerable families are 
being forced to go with-

out the necessities they 

need to stay safe.  They 
are coming to us to help,” 
said García-Humes.

Like many others, La 
Puente is also struggling 

to acquire the neces-

sary personal protective 

equipment they need 
to keep their frontlines 

staff safe while providing 

these critical services to 

the community. 
If community members 

are interested in support-

ing La Puente’s efforts or 
learning about changes 

in their services, you are 

encouraged to visit www.

lapuentehome.org/stron-

gertogether 

See below for more 
details on essential pro-

gram changes.
Emergency Shelter
-Not accepting new 

guests until further 

notice

-The shelter will no 
longer serve meals to the 
community, only to cur-

rent Shelter guests

**Until further notice, 

daily from 12-12:45 p.m., 
Alamosa’s Presbyterian 

Church, on 330 San Juan 

Ave., will pass out free 

sack lunches.  

-Only La Puente staff 

allowed inside the facility 

during the day

Alamosa Food Bank
-March Commodities 

(3/26, TEFAP) canceled
-The facility closed 

to the public, only La 

Puente staff permitted 
inside

-Instead, clients are 

asked to please wait in 

line, outside, for a pre-

packaged box of food

-In line, clients are 

encouraged to remain 
at least 6 ft. apart from 
others 

Outreach Services

-Office closed to the 
public, only La Puente 

staff permitted
-Energy Assistance 

available only for elec-

tric and natural gas 

providers--no propane, 

firewood, or bulk fuel
-Please call to see how 

Outreach can best assist 

during this time
Enterprises

-All Rainbow’s End 

thrift stores (Alamosa, 
Monte Vista, Center) will 

be closed from March 
17-31

-Alamosa’s Milagros 
coffee shop will only be 

accepting “to-go” orders, 

from 7 a.m.—3 p.m.
Adelante

-Office closed to the 
public, only La Puente 

staff permitted
-Anyone requesting 

housing will need to mail 
in their housing applica-

tion with all supporting 

documents and back-

ground check fees

Staff available via 

phone and email

For a complete descrip-

tion of program changes, 
please visit www.lapuen-

tehome.org/strongerto-

gether. 

Overall, Garcia states, 

“As La Puente man-

ages this crisis, we will 

continue to need your 

support, please consider 

donating online or help-

ing us, with the purchase 

much-needed supplies.  
The La Puente family of 
programs is dedicated to 
the health of our com-

munity and is proud to 
serve during these trying 

times.”  


