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Indoor archery
shoot Saturday

ALAMOSA- Piedra
Bowhunters will host an
indoor 3-D shoot this Sat-
urday, March 14at10a.m.
in the McMullen Building
at the Ski Hi Complex in
Monte Vista.

Thirty targets will be
available. Members will
pay $15 and non-members
$25 with youth payingonly
$10. A $30family feeisalso
offered.

Contact Jeff Geiser
(5675-309-3198) or Michael
Wright (719-580-3064) for
more information.

Bingo tonight

ALAMOSA- American
Legion will be hosting
bingo tonight (Friday).
Doors open at 5 p.m. and
bingo starts at 7.

Dance tonight

at Seniors

ALAMOSA- Alamosa
Senior Citizens, Inc. will
host their monthly dance
today (Friday) from 1:30-
4 p.m.

Bernal and Alex will pro-
vide the music. Admission
is $5 per person or $3if you
bring a snack.
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Alamosa nets $265,680 GOCO grant for environmental
education center at Rio Grande Farm Park

DENVER- The Great
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
Board awarded a $265,680
grant to Alamosa County
on Thursday, in partner-
ship with San Luis Valley
Local Foods Coalition, for
an environmental educa-
tion center at Rio Grande
Farm Park (RGFP). This
project received one of
17 Local Park and Out-

door Recreation grants
awarded from a pool of 59
applications.

RGFP opened in 2016
as a multi-use park to
promote economic devel-
opment, healthy living,
and education and recre-
ation opportunities in the
San Luis Valley. With its
LPOR grant, the County
will implement the second

phaseof park development
with the addition of an
environmental education
center. Funding will also
support new restrooms
and updated electrical
infrastructure.

“The County is grate-
ful to GOCO and excited
for the success of the Rio
Grande Farm Park and we

partner in helping them
see this project through,”
said Alamosa County Com-
missioner Chairman Mi-
chael Yohn.

The Local Foods Coali-
tion currently uses the
park to offer environmen-
tal education programs
focused on healthy soil
and water, river habitats,

tive farming, and envi-
ronmental stewardship.
The education center will
enhance programming op-
portunities, as its indoor
classrooms will provide
space for year-round les-
sons, a laboratory for sci-
ence experiments, and a
computer station foronline
learning.

are proud to be the fiscal

healthy food,

integra-

B See GRANT page 3

County partners with ASU, TSJC to provide scholarships

.

154 I

ALAMOSA- Through
the Colorado Opportunity
Scholarship Initiative Ad-
ams State University part-
nered with Alamosa County
and Trinidad State Junior
College Educational Foun-
dation to provide scholar-
ships for 25 students from
Alamosa County. Represen-
tatives from Adams State
including the president
and students attended the
regular board of Alamosa
County Commissioners
meeting on February 26
to express appreciation for
the continued support. “I
look forward to a continu-
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Photo by Urlah Valdez
Pictured, left to right, Adams State University Director of Alumni and Donor Relations Lori Laske, with Adams
State students Alexander Stokes, Tyler Kenison, Juanita Montoya, Katy Plumb, Isaiah Coffey, Isaiah DeLaCerda,
Jonatan Garcia-Dominguez, Joshua Puente, Luz Gonzales, with, back row, Alamosa County Commissioners

ing partnership between
the three institutions as
we move into the future,”
Laske said.

Helen Sigmond, Michael Yohn, Adams State President Cheryl D. Lovell, and Commissioner Darius Allen.

SANLUISVALLEY-
Local public health
agenciesin the San Luis
Valley are working to
help our communities
be as ready as possible
for the coronavirus
COVID-19. This looks
a little bit different in
each county, but gener-
ally, this is what your
public health agencies
havebeen up tothe past
several weeks.

Participating in
our San Luis Valley
Healthcare Coali-
tion, which provides
a formalized forum for
emergency planning
and coordination be-
tween health care part-
ners in our area. SLV
HCC members include
hospitals, clinics, EMS
agencies, public health
agencies, emergency
managers, long term
care facilities, and the
SLV Behavioral Health
Group.

Reviewing, updat-
ing, and implement-
ing existing emer-
gency plans. Public

COVID-19: What is
your local public
health agency doing?

health agencies are not
starting from scratch.
They have planned and
practiced for potential
pandemics for many
years.

Keeping up with
evolving guidance
from Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health
and Environment (CD-
PHE) and Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

Participating in
frequent planning
sessions with CDPHE
and the Colorado Divi-
sion of Homeland Se-
curity and Emergency
Management (DSH-
SEM).

Making recom-
mendations to local
county government
officials on reviewing
emergency plans on how
to maintain essential
government services in
a worst-case scenario.

Providing guid-
ance and support to
municipalities, schools,
libraries, other commu-

B See HEALTH page 3

SLV Behavioral Health
awarded $210,524

DENVER— San Luis Valley Be-
havioral Health Group was among
numerous agencies that shared nearly
$5 million in grants to expand access
to substance use disorder treatment in
rural and frontier communities.

The Colorado Department of Human
Services, Office of Behavioral Health

OBH - -
§1 ou 12 caend > SAN LUIS VALLEY
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Shursday - Bg_ha_szurqi Health Group
HG will re- Dedicated to Hope

ceive $210,524 to “increase availability
for intensive outpatient services to the
six counties it serves.

Colorado House Bill 19-1287, which
was signed by Gov. Jared Polis last
May, established the grant program
toincrease treatment services in rural
and frontier areas of the state. The
law provided $5 million to OBH to be
disseminated through three managed
service organizations (MSOs), which
contract with the state to manage sub-
stance use treatment services for un-
insured or underinsured Coloradans.

Following a competitive applica-
tion process, the MSOs awarded $4.6
million to 16 groups, funding projects
such as hiring more certified addic-
tion counselors, launching withdrawal
management centers and opening new
recovery residence programs.

“We are committed to developing a
robust continuum of care for substance
useinrural and frontier communities,”

said OBH Director Robert Werthwein.

“This much-needed funding will help
organizations tailor solutions in their
counties and grow successful pro-

grams.”

The grant evaluation process solicit-
ed county-level input to ensure projects
met communities’ needs. The MSOs
convened
regional se-
lection com-
mittees com-
prised of two
MSO representatives, two area repre-
sentatives appointed by county com-
missioners in relevant MSO regions
and two CDHS staff members. The
remainder of the $5 million will fund
administrative costs, with $200,000
rolling over into the next grant cycle.

Substance use disorder affects Colo-
radans in all counties but is particu-
larly acute in rural and frontier com-
munities that lack robust treatment
options. In FY 2018-19, more than
54,000 Coloradansreceived treatment
and withdrawal management services
for substance use disorder.

Healing and Recovery

OBH has approximately $5 million
available in FY 2020-21 to fund addi-
tional projects with applications to be
available later this month. Interested
organizations should follow the OBH
blog for updates and contact the MSO
in their region for future funding op-
portunities.

TSJC, others responding to Covid-19

DENVER- To ensure the
health and safety of campus com-
munities across Colorado, the Col-
orado Community College System
(CCCS) activated its emergency
operations team focused on co-
ordinating the system’s response
with the CO Department of Public
Health and Environment (CD-
PHE) and the guidance provided
by the Governor’s Office and the
Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC).
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While there are no confirmed
cases of coronavirus (COVID-19)
onany CCCS campus, preparation
continues to receive the highest
level of attention from college lead-
ers and system administration.

“The health and safety of our
125,000 students and 20,000 em-
ployees is our highest priority as
we coordinate our response and
take informed actions,” said Joe
Garcia, CCCS chancellor. “Our
thirteen college presidents and

I are having regular, ongoing
conversations and heeding the
guidance of public health experts
and the CDC.”

Immediate actions taking place
across all thirteen colleges in-
clude limitations on large group
gatherings, implementation of
restrictive travel policies, and
the possible extension of Spring
Break for students. Staff and
faculty will utilize the extra time
to transition appropriate courses

from in-person to remote instruc-
tion and exams, and implement
risk reduction plans tailored for
each campus.

Due to varying institutional
size, location, and programming
across CCCS colleges, some
courses may not be appropriate
to transition to remote learnlng,
such as welding and nursing
labs. To provide students with
the opportunity to continue their

B See COVID page 3
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‘Heat is on’ as DUI enforcement begins today

STATEWIDE — St.
Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions are right around
the corner, and the
Colorado Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion (CDOT), Colorado
State Patrol (CSP) and
local law enforcement
agencies are teaming
up to keep impaired
drivers off the road
throughout the holi-
day weekend.

Starting March 13
through March 18,
CDOT, CSP and law
enforcement agencies
across the state will
increase DUI patrols

and enforcement =
for St. Patrick’s
Day weekend.

A social media
campaign will
help alert drivers
about the enforce-
ment period.

During last
year’s four-day
The Heat Is On St.
Patrick’s Day en-
forcement period,
336 impaired driv-
ers were arrested
for driving under
the influence of al-
cohol, marijuana
and other drugs.

The legal blood-

OBITUARIES

Baldomero (Manuel) Chairez, 61

FORT GARLAND —
Baldomero Chairez, age
61, went home to be with
the Lord and his loving
daughter on March 6. He
was a resident of Fort
Garland for the majority
of his life.

Manuel was born on
January 27, 1959 to Luis
and Emilia (Puentez)
Chairez in Zacatecas,
Mexico. On March 9, 1990
he married Catherine
Montoya in Alamosa.

Manuel was fond of gar-
dening for his family and
neighbors. If he wasn’t
at his garden, you would
find him cruising down the
dirt roads listening to his
corridos musica.

He loved to build and
craft for his family and
animals. He loved cook-
ing and bringing warmth
to the house he made.

He worked for the city of
Blanca, for over 20 years
as a maintenance man
and helped his neighbors
in any way he could.
Heissurvived by hislov-
ing wife, Cathy Chairez;
hischildren: Louie, Isaiah,
Miguel, Manuel, and Mi-
caela Chairez; his parents:
Luis and Emila Chairez;
his siblings: Ramiro, Juan

Carlos, Jose Luis, Manu-
ela, Blanca, Juana, Mariv-
el, Anna and Martina; his
grandchildren: Emma Jo,
Manuel, Shania, Cienna,
Savanna, Marcos, Miguel
Jr., Isiah, Isabella, Xavier
and Zachary.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Luis
Chairez and daughter,
Marivel Chairez.

A rosary will be held at
10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. on
Saturday, March 14, at
the Holy Family Church
in Fort Garland. A mass
will follow. The inurnment
will take place at a later
time with his immediate
family. A reception will
be held following the mass
at the Blanca/Fort Gar-
land Community Center,
Blanca CO 81123.

Canta y no llores

“Amor, amor, amor”

Connie E. Deluna, 61

ALAMOSA — Alamosa
resident Connie Elizabeth
Deluna, 61, passed away
on March 10, surrounded
by loving family.

Connie was born in
Pueblo on Nov. 9, 1958 to
her parents George Jake
Cordova and Rose Marie
Vigil-Cordova.

Connie enjoyed crochet-
ing, making jewelry, mak-
ing blankets, fishing and
especially the time she
spent with her loving
family. She will be dearly
missed by everyone who
knew and loved her.

Connieissurvived by her
loving and devoted hus-
band, Pete Vivion Deluna
of Alamosa; daughters,
Constance (Alejandro)
Jimenez, Pueblo; Geneva
Espinoza, Alamosa; Ber-
nadette Espinoza, Tara
Apodoca, Demitria Espino-
za and Brittney Espinoza
all of Colorado Springs;

“-4-:

son, Patrick (Romona)
Espinoza, Pueblo; sisters,
Darlene (Louie) Martinez,
Capulin; Irene Cordova,
Pueblo; special sister and
brother-in-law Alicia &
Jose Sanchez of Blanca;
brothers Joe (Bree) Cor-
dova, Alamos; George
(Sandra) Cordova, Pueblo;
12 grandchildren and one
great grandson.

She is also survived by

many aunts, nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends.
Connie was preceded in
death by her parents,
George and Rose Cordova;
sister, Catherine Cordova;
brothers, Jerry Cordova
and Chris Cordova.

AVigil Service with Reci-
tation of the Rosary will
be held at 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 15, at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
Alamosa. A Mass of the
Resurrection will be held
at 10 a.m., March 16, at
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Alamosa.

To leave online condo-
lences please visit romero-
funeralhomes.com. The
care of arrangements has
been entrusted to Romero
Funeral Home of Alamosa.
In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions may be made to
Romero Funeral Home for
Connie Deluna.

Margie Mondragon, 88

SAN PABLO — San
Pablo resident Margie
Mondragon, 88, passed
away on March 11, with
her loving family by her
side.

Margie wasbornondJune
24, 1931, the daughter of
Jose Victoriano Martinez
and Ignasita Medina-
Martinez.

Margie enjoyed cook-
ing, baking, traveling,
embroidering, crocheting,
quilting and especially
the time she spent with
her grandchildren, great
grandchildren and family.
She will be dearly missed
by everyone who knew and
loved her.

Margie is survived by
her children, James Mon-
dragon, Colonias; Jane
(Carl) Barela, Colorado
Springs; Dolores Burns
(Mark Valdez), San Luis;

Sandra Mondragon (Larry
Garsez), Colorado Springs;
grandchildren Ambrose
Barela, Francisco Barela,
Cipriano Burns, Daphne
Huegerich, Harley Valdez
and James Mondragon, Jr.

Sheisalsosurvivedby six
great grandchildren: Ezri,
Christian, and Melanie
Barela; Sophie Adkisson-

Burns, Ayden and Landon
Huegerich; brother, Victor
(Tonita) Martinez, Colora-
do Springs and sister, Ida
Leyba, Colorado Springs.

Margie is preceded in
death by her parents, hus-
band Louis Mondragon;
sons, Mathew Mondragon
and Richard Mondragon;
grandson, Tomas Mon-
dragon and sister Martha
Martinez.

AVigil Service with Reci-
tation of the Rosary will be
held at 7 p.m. on Friday,
March 13, at Sangre de
Cristo Catholic Church in
San Luis. A Mass of the
Resurrection will be held
at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
March 14, at Sangre de
Cristo Catholic Church in
San Luis. Interment will
follow at the San Francisco
Cemetery in San Fran-
cisco, CO.

COURIER POLICY ON OBITUARIES
The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per day. Pending
arrangements or death notices are free.
funeral homes, family or other representatives that place obitu-
aries. All paid obituaries are published on www.alamosanews.
com, for no additional fee.
Please email obituaries if possible to news@alamosanews.com
If the newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will
be made and the obit rerun. If the errors are on the part of the

submitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

This charge affects

alcohol content
(BAC) limit in
Colorado 1s 0.05
percent for driv-
ing while abil-
ity impaired
(DWATI)and0.08
percent for driv-
ing under the
influence (DUI).

First-time
DUI offenders
can be punished
with up to one
year in jail, li-
cense suspen-
sion and thou-
sands of dollars
in fines.

“St. Patrick’s

Courtesy photo

Day is a holiday as-
sociated with alcohol
consumption. We want
Coloradans to be safe,
and make the smart
choice to never drive
impaired,” said Mat-
thew Packard, chief of
the CSP. “No matter
how you choose to cel-
ebrate, make the safe
choice and plan a sober
ride home.”

CDOT’s The Heat Is
On DUI-prevention
campaign supports
CDOT’s Whole System
— Whole Safety initia-
tive to reduce traffic
injuries and deaths.

Warmer weather brings
hantavirus risk

SANLUIS
VALLEY-
Spring
cleaning
canincrease
your risk of
exposure
hantavirus
unless you
take proper
precautions.
Hantavi-
rus causes
Hantavirus

Pulmonary
Syndrome
(HPS), a relatively
rare but very serious
disease that results in
death for more than
one-third of those who
become infected.

In the San Luis Val-
ley, hantavirus is car-
ried by deer mice,
which can move into
barns, sheds, crawl-
spaces, and attics to
keep warm through the
winter. The virus can
be found in the urine,
saliva and droppings of
infected mice. People
are infected by breath-
ing in the virus when
stirring up dust from
mouse nests or mouse
droppings in areas
with poor ventilation,
or when handling mice.

To protect yourself
and your family, do

not sweep or vacuum
mice droppings or nest-
ing materials, because
breathing dust contain-
ing infected droppings
or urine is the most
common way to be ex-
posed to the virus. Be-
fore entering or clean-
ing enclosed buildings
and other enclosed
areas where mice may
have been present,
open them up to air out
for 30 minutes. Wear
gloves when cleaning
rodent-infested indoor
areas. Spray mouse
droppings and nesting
materials with a disin-
fectant and let them sit
for a few minutes before
disposing of them in a
plastic bag. Take steps
to keep rodents away
from your home.

First symptoms ap-

pear 1-6
weeks after
exposure
to rodents,
their drop-
pings, or
their nests.
Early symp-
toms include
fever, head-
ache, muscle
pain, and
sometimes
nausea and
vomiting.
Call your
doctor right away if you
experience symptoms,
and be sure to men-
tion any recent rodent
exposure. A few days
after the first symp-
toms appear, difficulty
breathing develops and
progresses very quickly
to inability to breathe,
so early medical careis
crucial for those who do
become infected.

Since hantavirus was
first identified in the
Four Corners area in
1993, Colorado has had
116 confirmed cases of
hantavirus; 25 of those
were in the San Luis
Valley.

For more information
call your local Public
Health agency, or go
towww.cdc.gov/hanta-
virus.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

VALLEY — The San
Luis Valley offers many
Alcoholics Anonymous
groups.

A.A. members’ primary
purpose is to stay sober
and help other alcoholics
to achieve sobriety.

Following are District
3 San Luis Valley AA 12-
Step Meetings. The 6th
Tradition states that we
are not affiliated with any
outside organizations, but
in the spirit of coopera-
tion, we list these meeting
schedules for friends and
family. For information,
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred Heart
Parish Center at 3rd and
Edison, Alamosa
7 p.m. Town Hall at 108
W Galena Ave., Crestone

MONDAY

12 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Hall at 607 4th St.,
Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598
Spruce St., Del Norte

7 p.m. Community
Church on Main St.,
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304 Wal-
nut St., La Jara

TUESDAY

12 p.m. First Christian
Church at 1st and State,
Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View
Presbyterian Church at
2nd and Broadway, Monte
Vista

WEDNESDAY

12 p.m. First United
Methodist Church at 2005
Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s
Building at 710 Main St.,
Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San
Luis at 403 Main St., San

Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic Hall
at 598 Spruce, Del Norte.

8 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church at 607 4th
St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY

12 p.m. First Christian
Church at 1st and State,
Alamosa

12p.m. Crestone Baptist
Church, County Rd. T,
Crestone

7 p.m. Community
Church on Main St.,
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative Re-
source Center at 304
Walnut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church at
751 Lincoln St., Monte
Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart
School at 3rd and Edison,
Alamosa.

SATURDAY

5:30 p.m. at 929 State
Ave., Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s
Building at 710 Main St.,
Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View
Presbyterian Church at
2nd and Broadway, Monte
Vista

For schedule changes,
please contact your group
service representative

(GSR)
AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club
Dr. Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Behavior
Health Group at 8745 CR
9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY

5:30 p.m. First Christian
Church at 518 1st St.,
Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town
Hall, downtown Crestone
(second and fourth Thurs-
days)

NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS (NarcAnon)

TUESDAY
7 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church, 607 4th St.,
Alamosa
7:30 p.m. Baca Grande
Library at Road T, Cre-

stone

THURSDAY
7 p.m. SDA Church at
313 Craft Drive, Alamosa

SATURDAY
9 a.m. Little Shepherd
Episcopal Chapel at Alder
St., Crestone
7 p.m. St. Thomas Epis-
copal Church, 607 4th St.,
Alamosa

School- Menu—f

BREAKFAST
Ultimate Breakfast Round
Juice & Fruit

ELEMENTARY
Mac & Cheese
Green Beans
Hot Roll
Vegetable Bar

SECONDARY
Mac & Cheese
Green Beans
Hot Roll
Vegetable Bar

To sponsor the School
Menu call 589-2553
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BY NICOLE RODRI-
GUEZ
LaPuente Staff

ALAMOSA- La Puente
serves 10,000 people an-
nually, but this wouldn’t
be possible without people
who believe in the power
of their mission. The com-
munity has steppedupina
big way to help La Puente
continue to provide a safety
net of services.

Both Valley-Wide health
systems & SLV Health
have cooked numerous
meals for La Puente’s com-
munity meal. The San Luis
Valley hosted over 50 food

drives.

La Puente supporters
raised $17,690 on Colo-
rado Gives Day this year.
This Christmas Dell’s
insurance donated gifts
to La Puente’s Adelante
Family Resource Center
for 44 families and 116
children. These are just
some of the ways that the
community has supported
La Puente and its family
of programs.

La Puente’s Legacy
Fund sponsored a com-
munity thank you recep-
tion on February 13 at
Milagros Coffee house.

The event was open to all
community members and
1ts purpose was to shower
the community with love
& gratitude.

The evening was Valen-
tine’s day themed and had
live music, mock tails, hors
d’oeuvres & homemade
brownies. There were 35
attendees who had the
opportunity to enjoy this
small intimate thank you
reception. Attendees also
had the opportunity to
learn about La Puente’s
Legacy fund and how they
could contribute to La Pu-
ente’s future.

LaPuente’s Legacy fund
isanendowment, managed
separately from other do-
nations, which is invested
and the future earnings
will help meet the needs of
the community farinto the
future. La Puente’believes
their Legacy fund is our
community’s heartbeating
for a future where basic
human needs are met.

If you would like tolearn
more about La Puente’s
Legacy fund and ways
to contribute contact La
Puente’s Development
Director Amanda Pearson
at 719-589-5909

Courtesy photo

One dead in Poncha Pass crash

SAGUACHE COUN-
TY — According to the
Colorado State Patrol
Monday, a two-vehicle col-
lision March 8 on Poncha
Pass resulted in a fatality
after a 2016 Nissan Fron-
tier collided with a 2015
Lexus RX350. The front
seat passenger in the Nis-

san was pronounced dead
on the scene.

A juvenile male in the
Lexus also sustained seri-
ousinjuries and was flown
out to a medical center
specializing in child care.
Thejuvenile’sinjuries are
not expected to be life-
threatening.

The accident investiga-
tion continues, but it is
believed that traveling too
fast for existing road con-
ditions was a contributing
factor to the accident.
The name of the deceased
party is being withheld
pending notification of
next of kin.

BLM proposes expedited review of
pinyon-juniper restoration projects

WEST- The Bureau
of Land Management
announced a proposal to
expedite review and ap-
proval of restoration proj-
ects across the West de-
signed to addressthe rapid
spread of pinyon-juniper
woodlands on sagebrush
habitat for the benefit of
greater sage-grouse, mule
deer and other sagebrush-
dependent native wildlife
and plant species.

The proposal would
establish a new categori-
cal exclusion under the
National Environmental
Policy Act, enabling the
agency to streamline re-
view of projects that re-
move encroaching pinyon-
juniper trees to allow for
sagebrush restoration.

“Improving sagebrush
ecosystems by removing
Pinyon-juniper woodland
is an established and
well-studied practice. If
finalized, this proposed
categorical exclusion
would eliminate need-
less analysis, so we can
more quickly protect and
restore sagebrush habitat
and reduce the threat of
wildfires for the benefit
of mule deer, sage-grouse
and hundreds of other na-
tive species,” said Secre-
tary of the Interior David
Bernhardt.

“Pinyon-juniper en-
croachment is a serious
threat to millions of acres
of sagebrush habitat. This
proposal will allow us to
keep the problem from
growing worse, and to
accelerate habitat restora-
tion projects thatincrease

the health and resilience
of the landscape for iconic
species,” said William Per-
ry Pendley, BLM Deputy
Director for Policy and
Programs.

“Time 1s of the essence
when it comes to the
spread of invasive spe-
cieson sagebrush habitat.
Wyoming recognizes the
threatthatjuniper spread
has particularly on sage-
grouse habitats, which is
why I built a directive into
Appendix C of Executive
Order 2019-3 Core Area
Protection Strategy to
encourage habitat treat-
ments that are designed
to improve sage-grouse
habitats, such as juni-
per removal. Expedited
review and approval for
juniper treatments is
an important means to
get these projects on the
ground,” said Wyoming
Governor Mark Gordon.

“The Mule Deer Foun-
dation thanks Secretary
Bernhardt and the staff
and leadership of the Bu-
reau of Land Management
for finalizing this draft
categorical exclusion that,
once finalized, will result
in the restoration and
creation of hundreds of
thousands of acres of habi-
tat for sage-grouse, mule
deer, antelope and other
sage dependent species,”
said Mule Deer Founda-
tion President and CEO
Miles Moretti. “This issue
has been a top priority for
our organization because
it will allow MDF and our
conservation partners to
move quickly on habi-

tat restoration projects
absent unnecessary and
redundant red-tape. Qual-
ity habitat leads to qual-
ity hunting and we know
our members and other
western big game hunters
will benefit from the on-
the-ground improvements
that will result from this
policy.”

“This announcement is
about two of the most im-
portant things needed for
habitat today,” saidJames
L. Cummins, Boone and
Crockett Club Policy Com-
mittee co-chairman. “It’s
about active restoration
of habitat, and sensible
streamlining of paper-
work in approving proj-
ects. Range managers
know how to restore sage
habitats. They have ana-
lyzed it many times. Now
they will be able to do more
projects.”

“Restoration of habitat
is an urgent priority,”
said Keith Balfourd, Di-
rector of Communications,
Wild Sheep Foundation.
“Big game habitats across
the West would benefit
from this approach to ex-
pediting the approvals of
projects. It is a welcome
complement to the De-
partment’s emphasis on
improving habitats.”

“Club 20 applauds
Secretary of the Interior
David Bernhardt and Act-
ing BLM Director Perry
Pendley for taking action
to expedite the process for
addressing the spread of
pinyon-juniper woodlands
in sagebrush habitat.
Sagebrush restoration

is critical to preserving
habitat for greater sage-
grouse and mule deer, two
species that are extremely
important to Western
Colorado. This level of
commonsense manage-
ment is long overdue and
is a welcome change in
ourregion,” said Christian
Reece, Executive Director,
Club 20.

“This is a giant step
forward for stewards
of natural resources,”
said Caren Cowan, Execu-
tive Director, New Mexico
Cattle Growers’ Associa-
tion. “The West has long
suffered the calamity
associated with a dysfunc-
tional NEPA process. The
eventual issuance of this
new CX as well as the
new NEPA regulations
that are in process will
enhance conservation of
land, water and animals.
This 1s also another step
toward providing security
for the millions of family
ranches and farms across
the West.”

The announcement
opens a public comment
period that closes 30 days
from the date the proposed
categorical exclusion 1is
published in the Federal
Register. The proposed
changes and the new
proposed Categorical Ex-
clusion (CX) Verification
Report can be reviewed
online at: https://tinyurl.
com/w8t4jx2. Comments
can be submitted using
the BLM National NEPA
Register at https://tinyurl.
com/w8t4jx2. Follow the
instruction at this website.

Event features
‘National

ALAMOSA-
The San Luis
Valley League
of Women Voters
will co-sponsor
the following
eventalong with
the ASU Women
in Higher Edu-
cation on Thurs-
day, March 12,
7pm at Adams
State Univer-
sity, McDaniel
Hall, room 101.

Comejoinusin
viewing Winner
Takes All. This

Jan Oen, 719-480-4771.

Popular Vote’

film explains how the Electoral College came to
be, its impact on U.S. legislative policy, and cur-
rent efforts to make presidential elections better
represent the will of the people.

The film will be followed by a presentation by
Sylvia Bernstein, Colorado Coalition Coordinator
for the Yes on National Popular Vote campaign,
on the impact of the National Popular Vote legis-
lation on Colorado. For further information, call

COVID

B Continued from Page 1

educations in which they
have invested so much
time, money, and effort,
while ensuring safety for
students in these career
and technical education
programs, courses will be
held in spaces that allow
for adequate social dis-
tancing.

“We are prepared for this

Health

nity organizations.
Facilitating an in-
ventory of personal
protective equipment
and other critical sup-
plies among Healthcare
Coalition partners. This

B Continued from Page 1

information will be criti-
cal should we get to the
point where we need to
request assistance with
this from the federal
level.

In addition, public
health agencies are con-
tinuing with all of the
otherimportant ongoing
work they do in sup-
port of our community’s
health. Individuals who

are experiencing symp-
toms like coughing and
fever, especially if they
have recently traveled,
should call their doctor
or health care provider.

For more coronavirus

information, please visit
https://www.colorado.
gov/pacific/cdphe/2019-
novel-coronavirus or
https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
about/index.html

Grant

B Continued from Page 1

More than 6,500 com-
munity members visit
the park or participate in
programming each year.
School groups attend field
trips, local youth par-
ticipate in enrichment pro-
grams and summer camps,
and annual festivals draw
in families from across
Colorado. The addition of
an indoor environmental
education center will in-
crease capacity to expand
park offerings and host
more events.

“We are thrilled to part-
ner with Alamosa County
and GOCO to advance
environmental education
and infrastructure at the
Rio Grande Farm Park,”
said Local Foods Coali-

tion director Liza Marron.
“This project will also
allow park users to have
access to bathrooms and
electricity as they enjoy
the outdoors. Additionally,
this project came through
the Alamosa Inspire Initia-
tive (Project Wild). Fur-
thermore youth from the
Boys & Girls Clubs of the
SLV and Ortega Middle
School helped create the
many ideas and concepts
that were included in the
grant application.”

The parkislocated along
the Rio Grande and within
walking distance for more
than 4,000 residents. A
pedestrian bridge connects
the property tonearby Cole
Park as well as a library,

shops, and restaurants.
The 11-mile Alamosa Trail
system also runs through
the property, which con-
nects to Alamosa Riparian
Park, Adams State Uni-
versity, Alamosa Wildlife
Refuge, and several resi-
dential neighborhoods.
Planning for the park
and environmental edu-
cation center is rooted
In community priorities.
Local youth face barriers
to the outdoors, and the
opioid epidemic has had a
significant impact on the
community. The variety
of free programming of-
fered at RGFP provides
an accessible way to get
outside and serves as a
positive influence in the

community toolbox to
prevent vulnerable youth
from using substances.
Center construction will
beginin May and continue
through the summer and
fall. A grand opening is
scheduled for April 2021.
To date, GOCO has
invested more than $7.4
million in projects in
Alamosa County and
conserved more than
29,000 acres ofland there.
GOCO funding has sup-
ported previous phases
of RGFP; Recreation
Inspires Opportunity
(Alamosa RIO!), one of
15 Generation Wild com-
munities in Colorado;
and Cole Park Skatepark,
among other projects.

Great Outdoors Colo-
rado (GOCO) invests a
portion of Colorado Lottery
proceeds to help preserve
and enhance the state’s
parks, trails, wildlife,
rivers, and open spac-
es. GOCO’s independent
board awards competitive
grants to local govern-
ments and land trusts,
and makes investments
through Colorado Parks
and Wildlife. Created
when voters approved a
constitutional amendment
in 1992, GOCO has since
funded more than 5,200
projects in all 64 counties
of Colorado without any
tax dollar support. Visit
GOCO.org for more infor-
mation.

fast-moving, fluid situa-
tion and areimplementing
appropriate plans at each
of our colleges to keep
our communities safe and
avoid interference with
student academic prog-
ress,” said Garcia.

CCCS hopes to keep
offices and colleges open,
but also wants to en-
sure alignment with best
practices to promote a
healthy environment such
as implementing plans to
allow employees to work
remotely and ensuring
paid sick leave.
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God
bless
America ...

HOLLYWOOD — God Bless Amer-
ica, and how’s everybody?

President Trump addressed the
country on TV -
Wednesday and
laid out his plan to
combat the spread
of Corona Virus and
explained his moves
tobackstop any eco-
nomic effects.

The panic was
getting way out of
hand. Last night I
watched a Porn Hub
video and the guy
delivered a pizza
and left.

President Trump assured Ameri-
cans that our top pharmaceutical
companies, our top scientists and
researchers are working hard to halt
COVID-19 and find a vaccine.

Each day brings more progress. We
haven’t yet found a cure for Corona
virus but we have found a cure for
March Madness.

President Trump took great pains
Wednesday to assure Americans we're
in a health crisis, not a financial crisis.
With that day’s fourteen-hundred-
point drop in the Dow, the market
moved into bear territory after eleven
years. And just like that, Obama
stopped taking credit for the stock
market.

Bernie Sanders addressed reporters
Wednesday and admitted Tuesday
primaries were a bad night for hiscam-
paign but added he looks forward to his
debate with Biden on Saturday. For his
part, Biden got offto a promising start
on the campaign trail Wednesday. He
remembered his pants.

The DNC changed its debate rules
to keep Tulsi Gabbard out of the
Saturday debate. However, during
a Fox News interview Wednesday,
Tulsi smiled big and said she liked
her chances of getting the nomination.
Think about it, the Corona Virus is
spreading and her two opponents are
both over 75.

NIH Director Dr. Anthony Fauci
spoke to Congress Wednesday and
he warned the lawmakers that stern
measures are ahead to combat the
virus. The CDC quarantined every
nursing homein America Wednesday.
However the DNC insisted they let
Biden and Bernie out for occasional
campaign events.

The Washington Post said the virus
has caused many churches in Wash-
ington, D.C., to cancel services. A few
attendees at a national Episcopal
conference tested positive.

Thanks to the Corona Virus hand-
washingobsession this will be the first
Easter season where Pontius Pilateis
the good guy.

Boston and Chicago canceled next
week’s traditional St. Patrick’s Day
Parades in their cities due to fears
the Corona Virus will infect the huge,
raucous parade crowds. No Chinese
virus will ever destroy the spirit of
these gallant Gaels. Ijust saw a t-shirt
that read Elbow Bump Me, I'm Irish.

The NCAA announced it will only
allow family members to sit inside
the arena for the NCAA basketball
tournament games. The NBA canceled
the season. The NBA was considering
having games played with no people
sittingin the seats, following the busi-
ness model initiated by the WNBA.

California Governor Gavin Newsom
praised President Trump for sending
him everything the state needs tocom-
batthe virus. The West Coastisjittery
being closest to Asia. Washington state
banned public events over 250 seats,
but still leaving 247 unsold seats to
Yoko Ono’s upcoming show.

Los Angeles experienced a serious
run on grocery stores on Wednesday.
Rumors of shortages fueled the panic
buying of bathroom tissue. The U.S.
Coast Guard intercepted a narco-sub-
marine in the Caribbean Wednesday
and seized a dozen cases of toilet paper
with a street value of $500 million.

Russia’s Parliament passed a mea-
sure Wednesday to allow Vladimir
Putin to ignore the term limits law in
Russia and allow him to remain their
president for yet another twelve years.
Putin won his last presidential elec-
tionin alandslide. Coincidentally, his
election opponents died in alandslide.

Harvey Weinstein drew a twenty-
three-year prison sentence after being
convicted on charges of past instances
of sexual assault made by many ac-
tresses. It sent a chill through the
entertainmentindustry. Right now I'd
like to apologize to all the women I've
slept with who didn’t get a movie deal.

Argus Hamilton isthe host comedian
at The Comedy Storein Hollywood and
entertains groups and organizations
around the country. E-mail him at
Argus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Argus
Hamilton

I’'ve got a secret ... maybe

I often hear retired people say: “I've
never been busier. I don’t know where
all the time goes.”

Well, I know where
it goes: it goes to the
doctor’s office.

I'm in good health,
and checkups and
tests still take up a
good part of my week.
It’s cutting into my
golftime and naptime.
My friend Charlie
went to a doctor last
week tolook at an old,

THE
VILLAGE
IDIOT

persistent ankle in- Jim
jury. When the doctor
was finished, Charlie Mullen

also mentioned that
his knee was acting up. Oh, no, that
needs a different appointment, with a
different doctor, in a different part of
town. Charlie said it was like having
your eye doctor say, “Hey, I don’t do both
eyes, just one. You want the other eye,
make another appointment.”
Something tells me I'm going to hear
from foot doctors about this, but that’s
OK. I can dish it out and I can take it.
My medical knowledge ends with, “Your
ankle bone connected to your leg bone,
your leg bone connected to your knee
bone” from a song I haven’t heard in 50
years. Modern medicine has probably

changed since then, but a doctor is a
doctor -- they should all know some-
thing about a knee, even if it’s not their
specialty.

All the doctors’ offices tell you to show
up 20 minutes early for your appoint-
ment so that you’ll have plenty of time
to fill out the same forms you filled out
the last time you were there. Yes, it's
important to know if my meds have
changed since the last visit. But why
they want yet another record of my
Social Security number, and to make
yet another copy of my driver’s license,
is not so clear.

If Google or Facebook asked for that
information, there’d be a rebellion, but
if your doctor asks for it, sure. What'’s
the worst that could happen?

What’sthat? You say my bank account
has been looted by an identity thief?
How? They’d have to know my Social
Security number, my birthday and my
addresstodothat. Where could they ever
get all thatinformation? I don’t even give
my ZIP code to stores that still ask for
it. Thank goodness my doctor keeps my
files, along with hundreds of others, in
paper file folders right behind the recep-
tionist’s desk, next to a business-sized
copy machine where they’d be hard for
anyone to get to. Except, oh, the nightly
cleaning crew, that creep the reception-
ist used to date, the guy who fixes the

air conditioning and a few dozen other
people who stroll through the office on
a regular basis.

And it’s not just my primary doc who
has my files: so does my optometrist, my
cardiologist, my dentist, the imaging
lab and every health care provider I've
ever seen. They are doing for my privacy
pretty much what a hospital gown does
for my backside. Yet it seems the only
person who can’t see my very personal
and private files is me.

I'm still waiting for the results of tests I
took weeks ago. Mum’s the word. There’s
a website where I can see the results
if T jump through 50 hoops, but when
I finally log in and get to the correct
page, there are noresultslisted. Another
doctor has the same setup, but it’s on a
different site, which means a different
login and a different set of five security
questions. Who was my best friend in
first grade? What was my mother’s
maiden name?

Why on Earth would I answer these
questions? How many times has my
identity been stolen by Eastern Euro-
pean hackers who just love to get their
hands on this kind of stuff? This is not
protecting my privacy; it’s invading it.
There has to be a better way.

Contact Jim Mullen at mullen.jim@
gmail.com.

Old schools are building new memories

Wednesday night, I mingled with some
happy people who attended an event
that touched generations. No one took
any special precautions regarding the
Coronavirus pandemic shaking people
up around the globe. The epidemic in
theroom was one that brought joy mixed
with tears.

It was farewell of sorts to at least two
generations of education and a memorial
totwo community schools and the people
who attended a consolidated school built
between them. Sierra Grande has served
K-12 students since the middle of the last
century. Good, mediocre and excellent.

The school mirrors most aging com-
munity schools, but I was drawn to a
special hallway devoted to photographs
of each graduating class. I hope it’s re-
tained. In that hallway are senior year
photos of moms, dads, grandparents and
graduates of each year. The photos are of

By SYLVIA LOBATO
Courier Reporter

students at many levelsin Fort Garland
High School and nearby Blanca, as well
as Sierra Grande which consolidated
the schools. Hundreds of people called
it their education home.

As I looked at the photos, I realized
that many of those students have gradu-
ated to the hereafter. They were with
the school district in spirit. Taken under
the wing of a graduate now in her 50s, I
recognized some people who had been ri-
vals with Alamosa, Centennial, Center,
Centauri, Sargent, La Jara, Antonito
and many more prep match-ups over
the years. Others had been cooperat-
ing in history fairs, science fairs, band
programs, stage plays and still more.

I said I would love to see many more.
There will be. I recalled state basket-
ball, football, baseball and more, then
stepped outside to see grandchildren

of the players and fans running in the
wind outside the aging school. When I
walked into the building, I saw a life-
sized statue of a male artist working on
a welcome to the school at the foot of
Mount Blanca. Yes, there were tears in
my eyes as I returned to the old school
and listened to the superintendent talk
of a day fraught with problems that had
begun with a broken pipe spreading to
the entire plumbing system.

Sierra Grande was rapidly showing
her age. As I walked to my car, I began
thinking of the day Alamosa High School
became Ortega Middle School, then met
the wrecking ball. Tears began to flow.
They still flow, sometimes sorrow mixed
with humor. When the new school is
built over the summer, only one more
BEST school awaits design and Centauri
students will gather to ensure a new one.

It’s time.

This Is Matthew’s story

At my birth I was flown Flight for Life
to a hospital in Denver, and my intes-
tines were floating out of my stomach.
Brutal, right?

Oh, hello. My name is Matthew and
my story of becoming an addict begins at
the age of nine years old. I first started
smoking weed thinking it was cool, with
all of my friends. I used this drug, because
it was social, and I went through school
partying and doing things a normal teen-
ager would do. As time passed, I would
drink with my friends, and only having
my father (Alfred Martinez, Hello Dad,
I love you), was very hard on me.

My mother was a person that drank
very heavily. In fact, she drank so much
that years later, it ended up taking her
from me. And even though she wasn’t
there, I would honestly say her death
was the point of where it all began.

Inthe summer of 2009, two months out
of high school, I met a beautiful woman,
Rebecca, and decided to ask her out. I
figured that she was ‘the one.” We were
together for 12-years and to this day, I
still love her.

Remember how my mother died? Well,
that was the beginning of my self-pity
and the start of my story.

Me and Rebecca were together, and
we had already started our family of
six-kids. Then, one day I decided to go to
New York and that’s where I messed-up.
Came back four-months later and the
house we built was gone and I started to
use heroin and meth. Because of this I
ended up homeless and injail. And, when
I came to jail, Rebecca left me.

Depression hit me then and I started
using a lot more, but eventually decided
to change, or I wanted to change. I went
torehab and now, even though I am still
in the system, I have managed to find a
better outlook on life and don’t use heroin
anymore. And, I am working on the meth
next and so far, I have been a month
sober from both. And, I am working on
my relationship with God, bringing back

my old talents of drawing which is one

Amarah's
Corner

of my passions and
have been working-
out a lot. I have also
started college and am
seeking employment
when I get out of in-
carceration. And, even
though I have made
a lot of bad decisions
and bad choices, I am
now regaining my life
back and soon will be
a better person.

When I was a kid, I
wanted to be an artist
when I grew-up and I
loved playing basket-
ball. My father was
my one-trusted-adult that I could talk
with and he took me to church weekly.
I believe in God very much.

My drug-use caused our family to fall
apart and I'm so sorry for it. I drank
alcohol for 13 years, to be social; I used
meth and heroin for four years; and
smoked weed for 18 years (the thought
of my kids using drugs makes me very
scared). I started using socially and to
forget the feeling of being hurt.

Iwould love to make things right with
my kids and have them back. I really miss
them. What canIdoto make things right
with them? I will start contacting them
and make arrangements to see them. If
Icould change anything, I would change
my life, my choices, and my future.

My advice for parents struggling with
addiction: Please find it in your soul,
mind, and heart that our children need
us, so put down your habits and pick-
up your children; they need you; the
future needs them, and our community
needs us.

My advice for grandparents of kids like
me: Stay strong. Don’t give-up on trying
to get your grandchildren to understand
what “it” is doing to you and your family.

To kids with ‘parents like me:” there
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is hope for all of us so please, try to
understand that depression, poverty,
and being an addict is hard on all of us,
especially you. Stay strong.

IfI woke-up tomorrow and everything
was perfect, I would have my kids back
and my parents would be proud of me.
I would work on being the best person/
father/son I could be. I will strive to
make this happen. This is a promise
to my-self.

Thank you very much for your time and
for hearing a little bit about my story.

If you have questions or would like to
hear more about my story, please feel
free to write me at 885 6th St., Apt # 4,
Del Norte, CO, 81132, and I will contact
you back. ~Matthew

You are a kid like me, Matthew. Thank
you for having the courage to share
your story.

Remember, Jesus loves you and Jesus
is Lord.

Write them

Hl GOVERNOR

Governor Jared Polis (D), State Capitol
Building Room 136, 200 East Colfax, Denver
CO 80203; (303) 866-2471; Fax (303) 866-
2003.

B STATE HOUSE

Donald Valdez (D), Colorado State Repre-
sentative, District 62,200 E Colfax,Room 307,
Denver, CO 80203; phone: 303-866-2916;
email:Donald.valdez.house@state.co.us

Il STATE SENATE

Larry Crowder (R), Colorado State Sena-
tor, District 35, 200 E Colfax, Denver, CO
80203; phone: 303-866-4875 capitol, 719-
850-2459 cell; email: larry.crowder.senate@
state.co.us

H U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Scott Tipton (R) Regional Office — 719-
587-5105; 719-587-5137 (fax); Washington,
DC — 326 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC
20515; 202-225-4761; 202-226-9669 (fax);
http://tipton.house.gov

H U.S. SENATE

Michael Bennet (D) SLV Regional Office,
609 Main Street, Suite 110, Alamosa 81101;
Phone:587-0096; Fax: 587-0098; Washington
office — 458 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington DC 20510; DC Phone: 202-224-
5852; bennet.senate.gov

Cory Gardner (R), Regional Office, 503 N
Main Street, Ste, 426, Pueblo, 719-543-1324,
fax: 202-228-7174; Washington office: 354
Russell Senate Office Building, Washington
DC 20510; 202-224-5941

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.
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by Terry Mattingly

Ever since the Last
Supper, Catholics have
pondered what happens
during the Mass when
theybelieve thebread and
wine become the Body and
Blood of Jesus.

“Because Christ our
Redeemersaid thatit was
truly hisbody thathe was
offering ... it has always
been the conviction of the
Church... that by the con-
secration ofthebread and
wine, there takes place a
change of the whole sub-
stance of the bread into
the substance of the body
of Christ our Lord, and of
the whole substance of the
wineinto the substance of
hisblood,” proclaimed the
Council of Trent, after the
Protestant Reformation.
“This change the holy
Catholic Church has fit-
tingly and properly called
transubstantiation. The
Eucharistic presence of
Christ begins at the mo-
ment of the consecration
and endures as long as
the Eucharistic species
subsist.”

Believers approach this
mystery with the greatest
care and respect. This
may be hard for children
to grasp as they prepare
for First Communion.

Now imagine trying to
teach this core Catho-
lic doctrine to persons
-- young and old -- who
have mental and physical

disabilities that make it
hard, or impossible, for
them to acknowledge
what is happening in the
Mass.

“Because we believe
Holy Communion is the
Body and Blood or our
Lord, we want to be very
careful about this,” said
Father Matthew Schnei-
der, who 1s known to his
Twitter followers as @
AutisticPriest.

“This isn’t a theology
test. No one needs a the-
ology degree to take Holy
Communion,” he said.
“We simply need to make
sure that they know this
is an act in a church rite
-- that they are not eat-
ing ordinary food like at
home. We're trying to find
out if they have a basic
understanding of what’s
happening.”

Under Catholic canon
law, children can be given
Holy Communion “if they
can distinguish the body
of Christ from ordinary
food and receive commu-
nion reverently.”

Schneider noted that
U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops guidelines
state that some indi-
viduals -- because of their
disabilities -- may need
to communicate this un-
derstanding “through
manner, gesture or rever-
ential silencerather than
verbally.”

This discernment pro-

Terry Mattingly

Church Calendar
On Religion: Holy Communion and Austism: The
Mass is not a normal meal

cess can be emotional,
complicated and even
painful. Thus, the bish-
ops encouraged priests
to “consult with parents,
those who take the place
of parents, diocesan per-
sonnel involved with dis-
ability issues, psycholo-
gists, religious educators
and other experts in
making theirjudgment. If
itis determined that apa-
rishioner who is disabled
1s not ready to receive the
sacrament, greatcareisto
betakeninexplaining the
reasons for this decision.
Cases of doubt should be
resolved in favor of the
right of the Catholic to
receive the sacrament.”
This 1s a topic
close to Schneider’sheart,
since he was diagnosed
as autistic two years af-
ter his ordination to the
priesthood in 2013. He
has paid close attention
to how Catholic clergy
and educators minister
to people all along the
autism spectrum, while
personally wrestling with
what used to be called
Asperger’s syndrome.
“Some autistics -- who
don’t adapt to this neu-
rotypical world too well
-- really can’t go through
the normal sacramental
preparation class,” he
wrote in an online com-
mentary on this topic. “It’s
just not going to work.
I went through all the

Jesus says in Muaithew 33 (AMPC),
"Blessed...are  the poor  in spirit
(the humble, whe rate  themselves
isagnificant}, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven!”

Humility isn'v o very popular word.
wet, all thronghowt the Bible, the Lord
istructs us aboul the benefits of being
“humble-minded.” 1 love James 46, It
savs, "Ciod opposes the proud bur shows
favor 1o the humble™ (NIV). In atler
words, the humble get the help!

| believe  humility  is  ofien
misurberstood and viewed 15 a weakness.
Bur its the exact opposite. Humility
places s in o posibon to receive God's
grace dnd become evervihing He's called
us b b

A humble person 15 also & happy
person, They can take jov in ther life
and what Casd has called them 1o do,
regardless of what the world thinks about
it,

For instance, maybe your curmrent
circumstanees  and  responsihilitics
from God are mumdane by the world's
standards, & pridefl  person would
rather do something they think the
world admires. . something others see as
“important.” But the truth 15 it"s not what
wi alo that makes us important,

Wi are impontant becanse God created
us and He foves and vidues us. As we
receive His love and find our true worth
i Him, then we can muly enjoy our
purpirse in life and be oenuimely content,

50 many people are  misesable,
constantly companing  themsslves 10
others who they think are smarter,
prettier, of more successful. But the
“poor in spirit” have the ability 10 be
happy with who they are,

My hoshand, Dave, is a perfect
example. Years ago, the Lond instructed
him to feave his job in the engingering
field o help establish foyee Mever
Ministries.

At that time, God spoke to his hear
and said, "If you do what | am calling
wolk fo do and support lovee so she can
do what ["'ve called her 10 do, then you
will have real peace and happiness.”

Dave is an extremely vital part of this

The Joy of Being Truly Humble

mikmstry. We are i teamy, and he oversees
all of the business and (inancial aspects
of the orgamzation. He is a truly humble
min—a man who is secure and knows
Tt Crouk appronves of him —and he's okay
with his wife being the one "out froar.”

[ can honestly say that Davee is one of
the happiest people | know. He knows
what Giod has asked Him o do and be is
doing it with joy.

Here are some other character traits
of & humble person:

I. The humble can always ask for
hetp, and they dom't insast on everything
heing done their wiy,

2. They are quick 1o forzive others,
alifficul tor ofTerd, and content 1 wail on
Ciodl for vindication when they have been
wromged,

3. They ane patient and don’t gel
frustrated with the weaknesses of others,

4, The humble person 15 @ peacemaker,
In fact, we need humility to mantain
peace in our fives, Romans 12:06 (A MP)
says, “Live in harmony with one another;
o ot be haughty,, but associate with
fumble people [those with a realstic self-
view|, Do not oversstimate yourself.”

Tust imagine if we all decided to adopt
just this ome command from the Bible
It's the way that leads to peace with
ouirsedves and others,

3. A humble person knows when m be
quiet. [r's certainly not wrong to talk, but
a humble person s comfortable allowing
others to have center staoe and doesn’t
feck the need to speak their mind in every
ST,

f. A humble person sees their own
weaknesses and can veadily  admit
them. When we open up fo-others about
oursedves, it can actually encourage and
help them realize they'se not the only
oiez wha deal with things,

7. A humble person happily serves
odher people. and they don't do it 1o
impress others. They do it umo o,
knovwing their seward will come from
Harn.

B. A humble person @5 thankful.
This is one reason they're usually so
happy. Whes we live with an atitude of

Moving Up Higher
with

oyce
Igfle};er

opatitude, i releases jov and power into
our lives

9. A humile person has a tender
conscience and is quick to repent.

[0 A leader who is truly humble reats
evervone with respect. How a leades
freats people is the quickest way 1o find
ot their level of humility

First Peter 5:6 (NIV) says, “"Humble
vourselves, therefore,  under  God's
mighty hand, that he may Gt vou up in
due mme.” And Jesus sye in John 155,
" Apart from me you can do nothing.”
[ often pray things Tike, “Lord, [ can do
absolutely smothirg withow Yoo today
Please help me—[ need Your grace in
every siination.”

The older 1 ges, the more | realize
the importance of humility. [ encourge
you to-peary and ask for God's help. By
His grace, vou can live with an aititude
of humility and really enjoy your life in
Chiist,

Far more on this topie, onder fovee s
Jour-teaifing CI seviey Nine Attttudes
That Keep You Happy. You can alie
CEnac! pE 8 ReceTve M'Jf_l".l'n"‘!' I.'.'{.':.';'.:n'_'.:r.'|'
Enjoving Evervday Life, by calling {800
TAT-SGTE or visiting wivwfoveenmever,
oy,

Joyoe Mever is 2 New York Times
bestselling  author  and  founder  of
Jovee Mever Ministries, Inc. She has
authored mone than 100 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
YOUR BATTLES BELONG TO THE
LORD (FathWords), She hosts the
Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TY programs. which air on hndreds
of stations worddwide, For  more
information, Visi www, jeyeemeyerong,

Flease note: The views and opinions
expressed  throughout this  publication
andlfor website ane those of the respective
authors and do nol pecessanily - reflect
thosa of Joyee Mever Minisines,

pretty much normal ones
as a kid, but I can see a
lot of other autistics really
struggling with that.”

Under normal circum-
stances, children receive
First Communion after
completing an education
process that leads to the
confessionof sins, in what
is now called the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation.
However, children with
disabilities may struggle
with this process or find
it impossible, depending
on their ability to com-
municate.

Schneider stressed that
this is when parents and
pastors should seek help
from specialists at their
local diocese, or a nearby
archdiocese, who can
help them find the proper
materials and teaching
methods for each special-
needs child. For example,
there are now flipbooks
and picture-card sets that
--without words -- explain
the symbols and rituals
in a Mass.

One “Communion Is
Not the Same as Food”
puzzle set uses simple

images to help children
distinguish between the
Eucharist and “home
food.”

“Sometimes ordinary
human communications
can simply break down,”
said Schneider. “Pastors
and parents have to find
away to stay on the same
page whilehandling these
sensitive issues.”

(Terry Mattingly leads
GetReligion.org and lives
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.
Heis aseniorfellow at the
Overby Center at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.)

All-Denominational

Church of he Living God

11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper

T14378-2080
Sunday, 10am.- Worship
&mdaynpm -Book of Acts Shudy
Monday, 7pm.- Youn

_ Thursday, 7p.m- Bble Study
San Lus Valley Chrisén Center

305, Broadway (3d & Broadway), Monke Vsta
7198526168
Sunday, 10am.- Worship
Tuesday, 53ﬂpfn Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Sregt, La Jara
Pastor Jame Flores - 719-298.0007
Sunday Moming Servig, 10:30 am

Back Row Church - Chzm:h Communi
In the Alamosa Presbyfesian Church Buiing
Hlamosa

Wi backrowchurch com
Kim Nipgle » 303-532-9342

ic
s
510Fist SL Hlamosa
Mests Sundays 1-2pm.
23pm.-Lunch
35 pm. - Worship Senvice
fokc Church
£, Ankonito
Heels sundas
1112 pm. - Sunday School
121 pm. - Worship senvos
Aposlullc Pentee
Church of Champions, Acks 238
8056 Hwy 285 i, Alamosa - T19.567-3%51
Den Dawning Pastor, 719-688-7307
Sunday, 1.00 pm. - Senice
Assembly of God
River of Lie Church
2502 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 10am.- Worship
Wednesday, 7 pm. - Service
Qenter Assembiy of God
Tt & Mies « P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
nday Sohoo, 330 am.
Sunday Worship, 10:30am.
Wednesday Worship, 700 pm.

Assembly of God
Sons And Daughiers Of God Miisty
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Fast(xLema’dSa’idﬂuai 198400012
Sunday 1000am Senice
Wednestiay 7.00 pm Prayer

New Life Felowship
‘23rthSl DeIche 81132
719657-3360)

Adult Sunday School - 300
Sendces- 1000

Arloniio A
T10Main

Baptist
Graoe Community Baplst Church
431 Lincoin Ave, Monte Vista

Ret. Bl Walstrom, 719-937-1451
Worship: 930, Sunday School: 11:00 am

Thursdzy, 6:30 pm. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
(0130 Four Seasons De (O Chizum Bidg), South Fork
(East side near laundromal & car wash)

Sunday Scocl, %:30am

Sunday, 10:30am- .'.W&F
chir'rolﬂe information - Pasior Paul Moon - T194%-7702

Sacred Heart Church

T15.4th Street Alamosa
Sehuday, 515pm - Mass
Seturday, 7.00 pm. - Spanish Mass
Sunday, 8am. - Mass
Sunday, 10:30 am. - Mass
Sunday, 5pm. - Mass

Catholic Mass

Student Union Room 308 - ASC Campus, Alamosa
Every Sundzy, 8 pm.- Mass

Worship Servioe - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 pm

4\ You are loved.

Sunday School 9am
Sunday Service 10 15am
1Rd105

A LA M OSA WWW. aIamosa:rc org

Ckrstan Reformed Cherck

719-585-3493

Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper

Sundzy, 9 am. - Moming Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Insiie
Mamesa- (ST5|TR5576
United Church of La Jara
522 Wainut La Jara
7192745250
Temy Buckman, Pasior
Cell Phone: 3365444

Ofie Hous: h@ﬂgr&-mﬁmm
Sunday %00 am-
Coffes Fellowship 10:00 am :
Christian Science Services
400 Ross Avenus, Socisly Hal, Alamosa
Se'mes Sundaysa!lﬂmpm

n’nadwesda‘.'Fanl Ministy, 6:30 pm second Wednesday of each 4 pm.
Nnghi Bible gt.dy T00pm \hansgmn% Day10am
Communﬁz hurch Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
Rd.ZE, Mm‘.ﬂsta {across from Sargent School) A Congregation of Ev a@e‘cd Covenant Order Presbyterians
Fasmrdus* s 7198522980 &\m 1.2 blocks soufh of Hwy. 100)
Sunday Worship: 10:30am Adult Sunday Sehod-93am, Sunday

Coffes reﬁtmhtp 10030 am. Sunday
Worship Senvice - 11:00 am. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0146 Landen Dr, South Fork, Co, 81154
m areat9am- Senvioss
Room, Choiris held on Wednesday
a fom during the summer months
yifh afinal prackice at & 15am on Sunday
Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Eri¢ Lira
Worship Service Sunday 300 pm.
Bible Study Wednesday 700 pm
Biingual Senvices
Monday Frez Music Classes
Instrumental Ciasses 7:3)- 830 pm.
Vioice & Bass Gutzr 6:30- 730 pm.
Word of Faith Chrsfian Center
401 Sene Fe, Alzmosa
Sunday 10{ﬂ a "1
Wednesda DJ
Frday 600pm. MUSI-' Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 Sanum.#.'aSnLlosa o il
Bpm.- i
&mss E.m. Worship o
Pentecostal

Alampsa Pentacostz! Church

184 East 2nd St, Alamasa - TI9-500.0475

Pastor Cart Sutier
Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00pm.
SundaySchoul Sunday 100145

Worship 200:3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Dooe

llm't'\'estiﬁzSt.Mafmsa
Pastor Martn Monloya » 719.567-5197

Sunday, 11:00 am. - Sunday School

gﬁay 1135<]am \Ewm

ay, 6.3 pm

Wednesday, 'fCGpm -Revival
Christian Independent
410r1c<:gnr$ i i

amosa

Sunday, 9:30 am. - Sunday

Sunday, 10:30 2m. - Worship

Schoal

E':nednasda,s 0pm.- *amn:.'l‘ught&\mﬂ L

Wednesday Bitle Study. 6:30 pm Christian Reformed
Living Wter Bitke Felowship Alzmosa Christian Reformed, 7135603493
2310 Clark Streel. Alamosa 1851 Rd 105, Alamosa
T105806%5¢ Pastor Php Vandee Wit
Qunda‘,u G00am.-Su Sdm
Sunday, 10:15.2m.- W
Churches of Christ
Alamasa Church of Christ
408 Vickia Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 9:30 am. - Bible Classes
f Sunday, 10:30 am. - Worship
sty Seni™ Wednesday, 7 p. - Bible St
el (oregs e ootk pose vy Healing Hearts, a Bive-hased 12 step
* Nrsery 5 2zt ks ek group meels, every Friday &t 7 pm.
Colloge Heights Baptist Church South Fork Chuch of Christ
2045 Church Avesye, Alamosa 205 Birch 8, South Fork, 7108731259
Sunday, 345 am-10:45.am. - Sunday School Kevin Bradley Pasior
Sunday, 11 am. - Moming Worship Sunday School, 300 am,
San Luis Valley Bapfst Church Sunday Worship, 10:00am.
930 State Avene, Alamosa Central Church of Christ
710580508 200 Frankin Steet, Monte Vista, 719-652-3811
Pastor R L. McDonaid Dad L Baker Preacher
Wednesdzy 7 pm.- Worship Sunday, 9:3) am - Bile G*;ass
Saturday, Zpm, Sunday, 101|am&apm Worship
Sunday, 10 2. - Sunday School 'u’u'emasderé ‘.- Bibke SrudyI
Sunday, 11am.- n‘n'cﬁ*p San Luis \falley Church of Christ
SJnda*,rﬁ m, - Evening Worship 704 Del Sal, Alamosa, ?1‘}589-214
Spanish Miisky- | Iesaa Laa t Sunday Bible Si
Calvary Bible Che peI ) Suﬁn%ayes&.brsrbii Slud ]
k] I d pm
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa Comefsbneﬁammunwmﬂdl '
Sunday, 3:30 am. - Worship Hiwy. 160 Del Norte nexd to Rio Grande Medical Clinic
Sunday, 1020 am. - Sunday School Paslor Mark 7196576107
Sunday, 11 am, - Miisty of the Word Sunday 950 am. free breakfast
Small group studies meet during fhe week. Sunday 10:20 am. Conlemporary
Calvary Blanca Worship & Chikdren Sunday School
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-378-3317 Wedvesday 515 p.m Dimes musi, Elonshi eaings
Sunday, 9:30 am - Ble Shudy Epwpa' |
&mday 11:00am- Saint Thomas Egisoopal Church
Vednesday, 6:30pm - Communy Get o Know You7 46 Stee Haosa
Calvary Bapist Church Sunday, 9am.- Senvice
2160 Sherman Ave, Monte Vista Saint Stephen e Martyr
Sunday, 945 am. - Bible Shudy 729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vita
Sunday, 11am.- n'c@‘p Sunday, 10 am Senice
Tuesday, 6pm.-CLAY. Youh First Christian Church

516 First St (First & State) Alamosa
534680

\.undayglﬁam - Sunday School
iy . Bt
3y, 6:30pm
gy
P tam‘“-"eetCenter 71&;&»3&!4

1 X P’BYE(

“Bible Studies during e week, cal for informabon.
First United Methodist
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mulins Ave:, Alamosa
T19.500-243
“Cpen Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors™
Moming Worshio - Sunday, 10:15 am
Ch|bcen50md1 - Sunday, 10:3) am

DIRECTORY

TPoeal.liouses of Worshi

Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
Th &Brcdamgr in Blanca
T18-379-3317
Sunday School $30-10:30
Worship Service 11am
Bible Befiever's Community Church
1162 E US HWY 160
Hlamosa, Co 81101
719 206-3238
Sunday worship 10:30
nﬁ.’ad'esday Bible Study 7 pm
mmmm
n
Alamosa Prestyterian Church
330 San Jusn Avenue, Alamosa )
Sunday, 10:30 am. - Traditonal Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
iesia Pentecnstal Unida LA
7 Tenth St Alamosa
Guadalupe Salazar Pasior
T19:587-346
Wed. T{0pm. Senvice
Sat 740 pm. Youh Senvice
Sun, 1000 m. Sunday School

— iun. 500 pm. Worship

ew ur

*The Church on the HIT

25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co, 81154

Interim Pastor Ed Fleering  719-673-1202

wineahopesf com
Norning Worship 1000 am

o Sm:afSchodiudlages -§0-945
Anabaptist Fe of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave, Alano&a COstint

damisak
nca(d <30 PM Worship in the norh
ihe Alamosa Presbyteran Church
Independent, Fundanent Baptist
First Bapis! Church of Costla County
9717 County RaH, Mesta
T18-2060011
Pastor Paul Jones
Sunday, 945 am - Sunday School
Sunday, 10:45 am -Moming Worship
Sunday 12Noon -Posuck Dinner
iy, afer dinner - Afiemoon Worship
ﬁum:fgy ?Dﬂpm Mesita, Bbie Study and

Home Bible studies %HC&s'uII
Meefing in drﬁnlent ons
DEAF MINISTRY FORALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Chiist of Latier Day Saints
Hamesa Y SAWard
30 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
Sunday, 1230 pm.- 230 pm. Alamosa
Second Ward
907 Weber Drnve, Alamosa
Sundzy, %00 am.- 1200 pm
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamesa
Sunday, 400 am.- 1200 pm.
Alamosa Fourth Werd
977 Weber Drive, Alamosa
S B g
a Vista Branch anage)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa i
Sunday, 10:15am.- 1:45pm

utheran
8t Peters Luferan Church & School
Church: 1821 Grande Avenue, Manle Vista
Schock: 330 Faraday Steet, Morte Vista
S o Ty
3
ity Lutheran Church & Sr.hodL
52 E1Rio Drive, Alamosa
Sunday, 845 am. - Blle Study
Smal Bble Shd o Th*u?ghi?ﬁh?
" Y\?-'CUPS 6 Al
Pre-School hrough 38 grade
Church: 5604611, Sdm%‘?r‘l
Coneios Canyon Community J“ha{;d
20062 State Hiy. 17 (betwesn mik posis 21 and 20)
Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30am.
Sunday, 400 am. - Worship Senvioe
Wountain Vally Church
408 Stale St 17 Alamosa
Pastor; Richard Pinkerbon
58?2899&588-&?2@ %) am. - Sunday Schodl
am-
Sunday, 1030am. WD!SEQ Senice
Preshyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenve, Monte Vista
{719 852:2555
Sunday, 345 am. - Sunday Schock
Sunday, 11 am.- Sunday Worship

Seventh-clay Adventist
Sevenh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Dve, Alamosa
Saturdzy 330 am - Bl Sy
Saturday, 1100 am. - Worship
United Methodist
hosca United Mefodist Church
5385 Barker Street Mosca
T20-254-5564
Reverend Hugh Hars
Sundzy Worship: 800 am.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fefowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
“Norh Wing of Alamosa Presbyterizn Church
7195875529
Senice & Youlh Programs at 10130 am Sunday.
United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
PO, Box 665, Anfonido
Offioe Hrs. Tues, 9:00am-1200
Sunday-0:45am - Sunday School
10145am - Servioe

Valley Church of the Nazarene
228 Marison, Monte Vista - 852-5858
Sunday Moming Worship 10:15.am.
Sunday School Classes S0 am,
Every other Wednesday, 6 pm,
[5?3!58-5&&3( information for class schedule
Churchof Scnenlalog;
511 Main Sireet, Sufie #12 Alamosa
TH0.567-5554
Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p m..- Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church witout Region
951 CR4S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday M rmmng; 1030
19:508-1004
Eric Wof - 719-480-2977
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State Tournament basketball gets underway

By STEPHEN JIRON
Courier Sports Editor
The State basketball

tournaments are under-
way, and the San Luis
Valley has teams playing
in three different cities
that are host to State
Tournament action. De-
spite a healthy respect for
the Coronavirus severely
curbing attendance at
games fans were still in
full throat.

Denver University was
the home of the 3A basket-
ball tournaments which
saw Alamosa boys as well
as both Centauri boys and
girls in competition.

First up for the day was
Alamosa boys taking on
Faith Christian for the sec-
ond time of the season, the
first being at the Glenwood
Invitational tournament.
The first quarter went back
and forth with each team
getting their own scoring
streaksin. Faith Christian
led with a 6-point run, to
which Alamosa answered
with 7 straight. Entering
the second quarter the
Moose led 11-8. That was
where the game essentially
ended. Alamosa fell silent
while the Eagles ripped
off 14 unanswered points
in the second quarter. Ala-
mosa’s lan Jackson heated
up with 12 points down the
stretch, but Alamosa could
not recover from their di-
sastrous second quarter.
Faith Christian eliminated
Alamosa 55-40. Jackson
went on to lead the Moose
in scoring with 16 points
in the game.

Second up was Centau-
r1’s girls. The Falcons met
University in the quarter-
finals on Thursday after-
noon. Centauri wasted no
time taking control against
University, running out
to an 11-5 lead in the first
quarter. Centauri’s Brynli
Sowards led Centauri in
the first quarter with 6
points. From there the
Falcon’s main weapon
made her presence known.
Junior Courtney Hamilton
owned the paint while
splitting time down low
posting a team-leading 16
points during her minutes.
Hamilton and the Falcons
wenton towin 52-34, never
having trailed against the
Bulldogs. The win sets up
a 7 p.m. Final 4 meeting
with Eaton on Friday.

Thefinalteamrepresent-
ing the valley in Denver on
Thursday was Centauri
boys who got the difficult
draw of attempting to
dethrone the defending
state champion Manual

on Thursday

Thunderbolts. Through
the first four minutes of
play, Manual subsisted
on three-pointers alone
thanks to some sniping by
Jordan Reed to lead 9-4.
Baron Holman helped with
a trey of his own to keep
Centauri close trailing 15-
12 after one. Manual hit
another burstinthe second
quarter with Jordan drop-
ping three more 3-pointers
on the Falcons helping the
Thunderbolts to a 30-22
advantage at the break.
There’s an old adage, hard
work beats talent that
doesn’t work hard. The
Falcons could tattoo that
statement on themselves
as all year long putting
Centauri away has never
been an easy task because
the Falcons fight for every
rebound, every loose ball
and embody a never say die
attitude. Centauricharged
back in the third with
Peyton Polzin and Mason
Claunch combining for 8
unanswered points and
just like that Centuri tied
the game at 37 points late
in the third. From there it
was a knockdown drag-out
fight. With time winding
down in the fourth Cen-
tauri closed the distance
from a 59-52 game with
a free throw and a three-
pointer from Claunch to
make it 59-56. Seconds
remaining, Manual fouled
after theinbound along the
near sideline giving Cen-
taurionefinalchancetotie
the game. The three-point
attempt fell short and the
Thunderbolts moved on to
the semifinals. Claunch
led the Falcons in scoring
with 21 points unofficially.

2A is in Loveland for
playoff basketball and
the San Luis Valley also
had three teams vying for
titles: Del Norte girls and
Sanford boys and girls.
Games got started in Love-
land bright and early with
Del Norte starting at 8:45
a.m. The Tigers faced No.
5 Wray and ran away with
a63-46 win. Del Norte will
move on to the next round
of the double-elimination
tournament where they’ll
meet the No. 1 seed in the
tournament, Limon. The

Tigers and Badgers are |
set to do battle at 7 p.m. §

Friday.

Also advancing in the
2A tournament were the
Sanford girls. Last year
Sanford scored an upset
in the first round knock-
ing off first-seeded Li-
mon. This year the Green
Machine felled another

Courtesy photo by Debra Parra
Del Norte’s Kendra Parra (24) gets in a clean layup
during the Tiger’s runaway 63-46 victory over Wray Centauri’s Mason Claunch (12) battles to the basket. Claunch led the Falcons in scoring with an unofficial

giant, besting previously
undefeated Rye 46-31 in
the first round. With the
win, Sanford will take on
Holyoke in the semifinals.
The lone boys squad in
Loveland, Sanford, didn’t
enjoy as much luck in the

first round. Despite being
favored in the seeding or-
der over opponent Wray,
Sanford’s boys couldn’t
come away with the win
dropping a 49-36 decision.
With the loss, Sanford will
face the loser of Highland

E

I

e

and Ignacio at 10:15 a.m.
on Friday.

1A basketball in Gree-
ley had one local team
in attendance, Sangre de
Cristo’s girls. The lady T-
Birds took on South Baca
early with an 8:45 a.m.

T L @,

start. Sangre de Cristo fell
to the Patriots 38-34. The
loss sends Sangre de Cristo
to the consolation bracket
of the double-elimination
tournament where they’ll
meet Briggsdale at 11:45
a.m. on Friday.

Photo by Stephen Jiron

Alamosa’s Brenden Crowther (11) faces a swath of defenders during state tournament action at Denver
University on Thursday night. Alamosa dropped a 55-40 decision to Faith Christian.

T
¥ =

Photo by Stephen Jiron

Courtney Hamilton (44) of Centauri looks for the hoop during the Falcons’ victory over University on Thurs-
day. Hamilton and the Falcons will be back on the court at 7 p.m. against Eaton on Friday

S ——

21 points in Thursday’s loss to Manual.

Photo by Stephen Jiron



Friday, March 13, 2020

Page 7

Valley Courier

RGNF explains

BY Lyndsie Ferrell

RIO GRANDE- With
weather becoming warm-
er with each passing day,
the Rio Grande National
Forest (RGNF) has an-
nounced their annual
spring closures through-
out the forest with an
estimated reopening date
by the end of May. For
those who have resided
in the Valley for many
years, this is a common
occurrence and one that
typically marks the official
beginning of spring, but
for those who may be new
to the area, it has been
voiced as a hindrance.

In an attempt to under-
stand the policies in place
by the RGNF, the South
Fork Tines reached out to
new Public Relations Di-
rector Gregg Goodland for
some feedback. During an
interview Monday, March
9, Goodland was able to
highlight some interest-
ing facts about springroad
closures and their purpose
in forest management.

“The main goal for the
Rio Grande National For-
estisto protectroadinfra-
structure throughout the
forest. Roads are closed
seasonally to prevent
damage from vehicles
while the surface is soft
and vulnerable to rutting
and the creation of large
potholes. Not to mention
getting stuck is a problem
that can be significantly
compounded when other
vehicles attempt to help
the stuck vehicle.”

Goodland stated that
the damage that can be
caused by vehicles travel-
ing along specific routes
that have been closed for
the spring/mud season
can be very expensive
to fix. “The damages can
be widespread and cost
thousands of dollars of un-
budgeted funds to repair.
People don’t like to hear
this, but we do not have
any extra funding to pay
for damaged road repairs.”

In the past, Valley resi-
dents have stated seeing
cattle ranchers who have
access to spring closure
gates go into closed areas
even though the gen-
eral public is not allowed.
When asked for clarifica-
tion on this topic, Good-
land stated, “Permittees
are allowed under special

use permit to access these
roads to conduct work
such as getting water
developments ready, fix
fencing and other repair
work for their allotments.”

“We issue our grazing
permittees an off-road
travel card with spe-
cific dates they can access
their allotments before
the grazing season for
improvement mainte-
nance. Other folks may
be permitted to access
closedroadsifthereisale-
gitimate reason for access.
Many of the permittees
that access closed roads
are bonded so if there is
damage their bond will
pay for the repair costs.”

Goodland also stated
that anyone who wit-
nesses people going into
spring closure areas can
report these sightings to
the Rio Grande National
Forest at any time. “We
welcome questions, as
well as, feedback and re-
portsof any kind. We close
roads because they are At
Risk Areas as a means to
prevent further damage
and keep theroadsopento
the public during summer,
fall and winter months.”

Goodland explained
that there are repercus-
sions for those that do
not adhere to the spring
closure regulations that
caninclude a citation and
fines up to $5,000. “Viola-
tors can be asked to pay
for road repairs if there
1s damage, but this is not
about avoiding the fine.
This should be mainly
about us being good land
stewards for our forests.”

The forest service has
spring closure travel
maps that show eachroad
within the Rio Grande
National Forest that are
free and either available
online or at the RGNF
office located at 1803
Highway 160 just west
of Monte Vista or online
at www.fs.usda.gov. “The
Motor Vehicle Use Map is
the best place to look for
closures and estimated
reopening dates. We will
be revisiting the spring
road closure schedule and
we will be seeking public
input at that time.”

For now, spring road
closures typically last
from March until mid to
late May.

Adams State music
department hosts Taos
Soundscapes concert

ALAMOSA- As part
of the ETHOS: Exploring
Equity through Music
project, the Adams State
University Department
of Music will sponsor
Taos Soundscapes as
they perform at 3 p.m.
Sunday, March 22, in
Leon Memorial Hall.

Taos Soundscapes is a
chamber group dedicated
to bringing inspiring mu-
sical performances to the
communities of Northern
New Mexico, as well as
community outreach, and
addressing diversity and
equity issues.

Taos Soundscapes will
present “Music of Great
Women Composers” in
honor of Women’s His-

tory Month, and will be
featuring upcoming vio-
linist, Renee Hemsing
Patten. She will perform
works by Fanny Men-
delssohn Hensel and Isa-
bella Leonarda, on the
400th anniversary of her
birth, accompanied by
pianist/harpsichordist
Claire Detels and cellist
Rebecca Caron. Baritone
Mark Jackson, accom-
panied by Detels, will
perform other works by
Isabella Colbran and
Marian McPartland.
The concert is $10 for
adults, $5 for AS&F and
Friends of Music, and $1
for students. For more
information, please call
719-587-7621.

Photo courtesy of Renee Hemsing Patten
Renee Hemsing Patten, violinist, will perform with the
Taos Soundscapes on March 22 on the Adams State

University campus.

Courtesy Photo
Forest Service roads are closed seasonally to prevent damage from vehicles while the surface is soft and
vulnerable to rutting and the creation of large potholes. The main goal for the Rio Grande National Forest
is to protect road infrastructure throughout the forest.
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NEW 2019 DODGE

SGE RAND CARAVAN

AUTOMALL PRICE

524,99593

PER MONTH

°339

5TK# DT9666

MSRP:$29,930

NEW 2018 DODGE

CHALLENGER

GT AWD

AUTOMALL PRICE

$33,995%°

PER MONTH

*461

STK# DG5433

MSRP:38,780

NEW 2019 JEEP

RENEGADE

LATITUDE 4X4

AUTOMALL PRICE

523,995

PER MONTH

$325

STK# J2323

MSRP:*28,260

NEW 2018 JEEP

CHEROKEE

TRAILHAWK 4X4

AUTOMALL PRICE

*30,995°°

PER MONTH

*420

o

1 sTke 2118

. MSRP:*37,580

NEW 2018 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE

TRAILHAWK 4X4

AUTOMALL PRICE

*41,995°°

PER MONTH

S569

STK# J7502

MSRP:*48,580

NEW 2018 JEEP

WRANGLER

UNLIMITED RUBICON

it
AUTOMALL PRICE ¥

*42,9959°

PER MONTH

S583

STK# J4914

MSRP:*48,775

AUTOMALL PRICE

$39,9959° &

PER MONTH

S542

NEW 2018 RAM

2500

TRADESMAN CREW 4X4

STK# DT3982

MSRP:*46,040

NEW 2019 RAM

1500

BIG HORN CREW 4X4

AUTOMALL PRICE

$42,9959°

PER MONTH

S583 :

STK# DT2742

MSRP:*51,550

TownAndCountryAlamosa.com
NEED TO SELL YOUR VEHICLE? 719-587-1800 * 20 Craft Drive Alamosa, CO 81101
WE W||_|_ Buv |'|‘I : Monday - Saturday - 8:30 am - 6{ pm‘



Page 8

Valley Courier

Friday, March 13, 2020

\WJIM’S TIREA

STORE

4 ways to make your
vehicle more eco-friendly

Many new vehicles are
made with the environ-
ment in mind, as more and
more drivers are embrac-
ing eco-friendly features
that reduce the carbon
footprints of their vehicles.
But motorists need not
purchase new cars to make
their driving habits more
environmentally friendly.
Thefollowing are a handful
of steps drivers can take to
protect the environment
regardless of how new or
old their vehicles are.

1. Maintain your vehicle.

Even if your car or truck
hasno eco-friendly features
designed to reduce fuel
consumption and cut down
on emissions, that does not
mean the vehicle cannot be
more fuel-efficient or pro-
duce fewer emissions. Ad-
hering to the maintenance
schedule recommended
in your vehicle owner’s
manual can conserve fuel
and cut back on potentially
harmful emissions. Well-
maintained vehicles burn
less fuel, as they don’t force
engines and other compo-
nents to work as hard dur-
ing operation as vehicles
that have not been taken
care of. Replace worn down
or dirty spark plugs, which
misfire and waste fuel, and
fuel and air filters once they
are no longer operating at
peak capacity. Address any
issues that arise with your
vehicle’semissions systems
immediately, visiting your
mechanic if the vehicle
seems to be sputtering or
emitting any abnormal
fumes.

2. Slow down.

Driving above the speed
limit is not just dangerous
but potentially harmful
to the environment as

well. According the United
States Department of En-
ergy, each five miles per
hour drivers drive over 50
miles per hour is akin to
adding an additional $0.14
per gallon for gas. That’s
because driving above 50
miles per hour is far less
fuel-efficient than driv-
ing below that figure. So
slowing down when posted
speed limits mandate driv-
ing 50 miles per hour or
slower is not just safer and
more eco-friendly, it’s bet-
ter for your wallet as well.

3. Keep cargo off the roof.

When you must haul
cargo, keep that cargo in
rear-mount cargo boxes or
the backseat or trunk of
your car rather than the
roof. Rooftop cargo boxes
make vehicles less aerody-
namic, reducing highway
fuel economy by as much as
17 percent according to the
U.S. DOE. By comparison,
rear-mount cargo boxes re-
duce highway fuel economy
by just 2 to 5 percent. If you
haul cargo in your trunk,
remove items when your
trip is complete, as excess,
unnecessary weight in the
car will reduce its fuel ef-
ficiency.

4. Inspect the gas cap.

Few drivers may think
to examine their gas caps
whilefillingup at the pump,
butsuch aninspection may
reveal cracks or other dam-
age that are wasting fuel.
When gascapsarecracked,
loose or damaged, fuel can
escape gastanksasavapor,
wasting fuel and contribut-
ing to emissions. If the cap
is in need of replacement,
consult your mechanic,
the dealer who sold you
your vehicle or the vehicle
manufacturer. SC163919

How to reduce vehicle
maintenance costs

Major repairs to a vehicle
can be expensive. When
unanticipated repairs are
necessary, drivers’ bud-
gets can be thrown out of
whack, potentially caus-
ing a domino effect that
compromises their ability
to pay their bills on time.

Whether your vehicle
is brand new, a few years
old or reaching milestones
on its odometer with every
mile driven, there are ways
to care for the vehicle so you
aren’t caught off guard by
costly repairs downtheroad.

Read your owner’s
manual. A vehicle owner’s
manual is a great resource
that can help drivers keep
their cars and trucks
running strong for years.
Every vehicle, whetherit’s
purchased brand new from
a dealership or preowned
from a preowned dealer
or private citizen, should
come with an owner’s
manual. Don’t worry if
you purchased a preowned
vehicle from a private citi-
zen who lost the manual,
as many manufacturers
have manuals available
for free on their websites.
Print manuals may cost
some money. Drivers may
be able to find their manu-
als elsewhere online on
a site such as Justgive-
methedamnmanual.com,
which has thousands of
manuals from various au-
tomakers available. Once
you have the manual in
hand or on your computer,
visit the maintenance sec-
tion to familiarize yourself
with the manufacturer’s
recommended mainte-
nance guidelines. Adher-
ing to those guidelines is a
great way to keep your car
running strong for years
on end, and it might just
save you from the hassle of
sudden expensive repairs.

Protect the engine.
The engineis arguably the
most expensive part of your
vehicle to replace, so pro-
tecting it should be a pri-
ority. Routine oil changes

Courtesy photo

and oil filter replacements
is a great way to protect
the engine. Manufacturer
guidelines vary in regard
to oil change and oil filter
replacementintervals, but
such recommendationscan
be found in your manual.

* Hone your DIY skills.
Drivers also can save
money on maintenance
by doing some of their
own minor vehicle re-
pairs. YouTube is home to
many DIY tutorials that
can teach drivers how to
change their own oil and
replace the filters on their
vehicles. Routine repairs
are relatively easy, and
many tutorials can walk
you through them step-
by-step. Depending on how
much youdrive,learning to
do your own minor vehicle
repairs may save you hun-
dreds of dollars per year.

* Perform routine in-
spections. Older vehicles
may or may not alert driv-
ers via noises or leaks that
they’re in need of repair.
Routine inspections of
hoses, brakes and tires,
which should always be
properly inflated, can
let drivers know if their
vehicles are experiencing
problems before those
problems grow and become
something costly.

Vehicle maintenance
costs tend to be most
expensive when drivers
ignore routine mainte-
nance or miss signs that
their cars and trucks
might be struggling. By
adhering to manufacturer
maintenance guidelines
and paying attention to
their vehicles, drivers can
reduce the cost of keeping
their cars on the road.
SC193722

711 1/2 State Ave. + Alamosa
719-589-9690

Serving the
San Luis Valley
for the Past 8
Years!

Complete

Automotive Service

Replacing cracked or damaged gas caps is one way
to make a vehicle more eco-friendly.
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NEW 2020 CHEVY

EQUINOX

LT AWD
STK# CT8170

MSRP:

33,700

NEW 2020 CHEVY

BLAZER

2LT AWD
STKi# CT7566

MSRP:

539,210

5114 M7 P

P v

NEW 2019 CHEVY

SILVERADO 1500

CUSTOM CREW 4X4
STK# CT4760

MSRP:

44,905

NEW 2020 CHEVY

SILVERADO 2500

WT CREW 4X4
STK# CTO704

MSRP:

66,925

N :
NEW 2020 BUICK

ENCORE

PREFERRED AWD
STK# B7815
MSRP:

NEW 2019 BUICK

REGAL

TOUR X PREFERRED AWD
STK# B5799

MSRP:

36,110

S e —

NEW 2020 GMC

TERRAIN

SLT AWD

STK# GM5740 o
MSRP; CGMC

°39,185

NEW 2020 GMC

ACADIA

SLT AWD
STK# GM4248

MSRP:

44,850

NEED TO SELL YOUR VEHICLE?
L BUY IT!!

CHEVROLET

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

AUTOMALL PRICE

527,495

PER MONTH

woenrons 372

AUTOMALL PRICE

334,995

PER MONTH

‘474

AUTOMALL PRICE

$36,995-%

PER MONTH

*499

AUTOMALL PRICE

$49,995-58

PER MONTH

678

AUTOMALL PRICE

22,9959

PER MONTH

*311

AUTOMALL PRICE

28,995°

PER MONTH

393

AUTOMALL PRICE

32,995

PER MONTH

447

AUTOMALL PRICE

%39,995%

PER MONTH

‘542

719-587-1800 » 20 Craft Drive Alamosa, CO 811
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Trinchera Blanca Foundation
supports San Luis Valley
Conservation strategy

SAGUACHE COUNTY
— The Colorado Cattle-
men’s Agricultural Land
Trust (CCALT) is pleased
to announce a generous
grant from the Trinch-
era Blanca Foundation
to help make additional
conservationin Colorado’s
San Luis Valley (the
Valley) possible in 2020
and beyond. The Trinch-
era Blanca Foundation’s
support will advance
CCALT’s San Luis Valley
Conservation Strategy, a
program designed to ad-
dress increased demand
for conservation tools from
landowners in the Valley.

“Working farms and
ranches are paramount
to the character and econ-
omy of the Valley,” said
Louis Bacon, chariman
of The Moore Charitable
Foundation and Trinch-
era Blanca Foundation.
“CCALT’s San Luis Val-
ley Conservation Strat-
egy program will give
local landowners facing
increased development
pressure and other uncer-
tainties a viable option to
conserve their farm and
ranch lands now and for
future generations.”

Geographically, the
San Luis Valley is nearly

8,000 square miles, bor-
dered on the west by the
La Garita Mountains
and the San Juans, and
to the east by the San-
gre De Cristo Mountain
Range. With fertile soil
and a favorable growing
season, agriculture has
been the predominant
economic driver in the
Valley for generations.
Large farming operations
and family ranches make
up the fabric of the com-
munities in the Valley,
andranchers and farmers
produce multiple crops
and products including
beef, bison, potatoes,
quinoa, and lettuce.

An influx in develop-
ment in recent years,
combined with drought
and economic pressures
on farming and ranching
families, has increased
the importance of con-
servation in the region.
For many ranchers and
farmers, conserving their
land is the only way to
keep their properties in
agricultural production.
To date, CCALT has
partnered with multiple
families to conserve more
than 9,000 acres in the
Valley, and more than
41,535 acresintheregion,

Georglana West —

pioneer midwife of |

the San Luis Valley | ;.,;-

CONEJOS COUNTY
— “Hurry, Hurry, Geor-
giana, thebabyis coming!”
What did pioneer expect-
ant mothers do when a
baby was due and unable
to go to a hospital?

They called on Geor-
giana West. Many women
of the southern end of the
San Luis Valley called on
this skilled mid-wife and
nurse. She delivered over
1,000 babies, between
1915 thru 1963.

Georgiana’s home was
located about one mile
north of the state line be-
tween Colorado and New
Mexico. She also tended to
many mothers who lived
in New Mexico. The State
of New Mexico licensed
mid-wives, Coloradonever
licensed mid-wives, but
required a filing of birth
records.

Georgiana assisted
women in San Luis, San
Acacio, Joroso, La Jara
and Antonito.

She traveled to the
homes where she was
needed, by such modes
as horse and buggy, trac-

tors, sled, jeeps, and in
cars. Some deliveries had
to be accomplished under
primitive conditions with
very little means for good
sanitation; she tried to
keep mother and baby as
clean as possible. On rare
occasions, there might be
only one bed in the home,
and it would be occupied
with an ailing or elderly
family member.

Georgina never lost a
mother; few babies were
still born or died soon af-
ter birth. During the last
10years of her practice,
she would take care of the
mothers in her own home.
She charged $25.00, which
included delivery of the
baby, room and board, and
care for mother and baby
for about three days after
delivery. If a family was
unable to pay Georgiana,
she would accept whatever
they could pay.

For more informa-
tion, visit our website:
sangreheritage.org
Reference: “The San Luis
Valley Historian”. Volume
IX. Number 4. 1977.

protecting agricultural
lands, key wildlife habi-
tat, and 17 miles of stream
frontage along Saguache
Creek. While this work is
impressive, there is still
more to be done.

In 2020, CCALT hopes
tocomplete four conserva-
tion projectsin the Valley
(adding an additional
5,862 acres of conserved
land to the region), ex-
pand our operating pres-
ence in the Valley, and
increase funding

opportunities for land-
owners interested in
conservation. The San
Luis Valley Conserva-
tion Strategy will drive
these projects and objec-
tives forward with sup-
port from the Trinchera
Blanca Foundation.

“The San Luis Valley is
an integral part of Colo-
rado’s western heritage
and agricultural history.
The farming and ranching
familiesofthe Valley have
a strong conservation
ethic. These family farms
and ranches are worth
conserving for the future
of Colorado, and CCALT
is proud to be a partner
in this work,” said Erik
Glenn CCALT executive
director.
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CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
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GUTTER SYSTEM
* PROTECTIVE OVERHANG/TRIM

o SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

* CLOG-FREE DESIGN
"Does not inchude cost of material, Explres 3/31/20. **All parficipants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product
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subscribe!
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5115.00
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Sell your household items for FREE. your household items for FREE.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE
ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.
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SERVING: ALAMOSA ¢ RIO GRANDE ¢ CONEJOS ¢ COSTILLA ¢ SAGUACHE « MINERAL COUNTIES
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

221
HELP WANTED

221
HELP WANTED

UPPER RIO GRAND
School District — Trans-
portation Department
Seeking bids for numer-
ous vehicles: 1997 Ford
Econoline Van $2500,
2006 F-450 14 passen-
ger mini bus $10,000,
2006 F-450 14 passen-
ger mini bus $10,000
1991 Thomas 65 Pas-
senger bus $2,000, 1994
Bluebird 77 passenger
bus $3,000. For more
information, please
contact Demo Trujillo
@ 719-657-4007 or
dtrujillo@urtigers.co.
All bids due by April 1,
2020. (3/17)

BIDS BEING
SOUGHT for garage
door installation at the
Bus Garage of the Up-
per Rio Grande School
District. For more
information, please
contact the Adminis-
trative Offices at 719-
657-4040. Bids due by
April 1.(4/1)

ACUCENTER A
COMMUNITY acu-
puncture clinic in Del
Norte. The clinic will
be open every Thursday
3pm to 6pm. Experience
the health benefits of
affordable acupuncture
from our team at Vista
Acupuncture. Located
at 990 6th St, Del Norte.
Schedule an appoint
now call 360-821-9006
(3/18)

185 - SERVICES

& REPAIRS

FLU PREVENTION
CLINIC Every Thurs-
day in March. Be proac-
tive and strengthen your
immune system at the
Acu Center Community
Clinic located in Del
Norte, 990 6th st. Call
for appointment 360-
821-9006.(4/3)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of
plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodel done
at reasonable rate. Call
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(4/2)

221

HELP WANTED

THE BOE OF Center
Schools is now accept-
ing applications for El-
ementary Teacher for
the 2020-2021 School
Year. Qualifications:
Must hold a Colorado
Teacher’s License or,
such alternative to the
above qualifications as
the Board of Education
may find appropriate
and acceptable. For
information and appli-
cation materials please
call (719) 754-3442
or visit the District’s
website at www.center.
k12.co.us and click on
the Employment Op-
portunities and “Certi-
fied Staff Application”.
Application Deadline:
Until Position is Filled.
EOE.(3/20)

THE BOE OF Cen-
ter Schools is now ac-
cepting applications for
Secondary Math Teach-
er for the 2020-2021
School Year. Qualifica-
tions: Must hold a Colo-
rado Teacher’s License
or, such alternative to
the above qualifications
as the Board of Educa-
tion may find appropri-
ate and acceptable. For
information and appli-
cation materials please
call (719) 754-3442
or visit the District’s
website at www.center.
k12.co.us and click on
the Employment Op-
portunities and “Certi-
fied Staff Application”.
Application Deadline:
Until Position is Filled.
EOE. (3/20)

THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is hiring a part-
time Library Assistant.
(Hiring range $12.00
to $12.60/hour DOQ).
20-25 hours per week.
Hours will include eve-
nings and weekends.
Computer and customer
service skills are a must.
Duties include, but not
limited to, shelving,
collection maintenance,
and customer service.
Full job description,
announcement, and ap-
plication can be found
on our website at cityo-
falamosa.org. Dead-
line: 03/26/2020 at 4:30
p.m.(3/27)

MONTE VISTA
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for
a Health Teacher for the
2020-2021 school year.
The person in this posi-
tion will teach health
in grades 6th through
12th. A complete list
of desired qualifications
and experience is posted
on the district website
http://ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-op-
portunities.html. Monte
Vista School District of-
fers a competitive salary
and an excellent benefit
package including em-
ployee health, dental, vi-
sion, and life coverage.
Applications may be
submitted to the District
Office, 345 E. Prospect
Ave., Monte Vista, CO
81144, by April 1, 2020,
or until the position is
filled. Applications may
be downloaded from the
district website or call
719-852-5996.(3/28)

APARTMENT MAN-
AGER. OVER the
Rainbow Apartments,
down-town Alamosa
seeks a live-in skilled
property manager. Re-
sponsibilities include
lease management, fa-
cility upkeep, handling
tenant needs and is-
sues. Qualifications:
mature, good commu-
nication and computer
skills, good references.
Knowledge of human
services helpful. Com-
pensation includes sal-
ary, apartment, paid
utilities and benefits.
Serious applicants,
please submit resume to
hr@lapuente.net.(3/28)

REAL ESTATE OF-
FICE Hiring Part Time
Secretary/Admin. As-
sistant resumes can be
sent to andrea.hurta-
do23@yahoo.com Call
719-852-0450 for more
info.(3/20)

CONEJOS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT of So-
cial Services is seeking
a Case Manager (CM).
Responsibilities include:
Determines eligibility
for Food Stamps, Adult
programs, Temporary
Aid to Needy Families
(TANF), and Medicaid.
Ability to apply critical
thinking to a wide range
of situations. Must have
strong computer and
interviewing skills. A
broad knowledge of
community services
a plus. High School
Diploma or equivalent
required, two years of
education and customer
service experience pre-
ferred. County Appli-
cation Form Required.
Applications are avail-
able at Conejos County
Administration Office
6683 County Rd. 13,
Conejos, CO 81129, or
via email upon request
at cricci@co.conejos.
co.us. Deadline is
Thursday, March 19,
2020. Inquiries call
719-376-6799 EEOE
(3/19)

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is
looking for highly mo-
tivated Middle School
Science Teacher that
has a desire to teach and
the ability to pass their
passion of learning onto
students. For more in-
formation please contact
Mr. Stagner at 719-378-
2310 or bstagner@san-
greschools.org. Teach-
ing applications may
be downloaded from
sdc.schooldesk.net or
picked up at school of-
fice. Positions open
until filled. (3/27)

RIVER VALLEY INN
Nursing Home has a RN
Charge Nurse Day posi-
tion open ASAP! Health
benefits/ Competitive
wages please stop in for
an application at 1335
6th st in Del Norte co or
call 719-657-1105. Ask
for Paula or Susan. (RVI
is EOE)(3/194#1)

RIVER VALLEY INN
Nursing home in Del
Norte is looking for
CNA’s to join our fam-
ily! Night shift with dif-
ferential, health ben-
efits/competitive wages.
please stop in for an
application at 1335 6th
st. in Del Norte co or
call 719-657-1105. Ask
for Paula or Susan. (RVI
is EOE)(2/19#2)

LEASING AGENT
FOR apartments and
storage units full-time
with benefits. Experi-
ence with leasing, Cus-
tomer Service, Office
skills required. 237
Broadway, Alamosa
719-587-3307.(3/17)

MSW SEEKING
CONTRACT work,
Psychotherapist regis-
tration, 16-20 hours per
week, Insured, cultur-
ally sensitive, bilingual,
able to travel in SLV.
Email: pafsinfo@gmail.
com (3/17)

ALAMOSA MOS-
QUITO CONTROL
District is now hiring
for seasonal staff. Please
visit heir website www.
mosquitobytes.org. click
on EMPLOYMENT for
job descriptions and
applications. Alamosa
Mosquito Control Dis-
trict is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. Must
be 18 + to apply. (3/19)

TU CASA, INC. and
the Children’s Advocacy
Center of the San Luis
Valley are seeking an
individual who is com-
passionate, organized,
crises oriented and high-
ly motivated to serve
children and families
in the San Luis Valley
as a Bilingual Family
Advocate. The Bilin-
gual Family Advocate
organizes and provides
services and referrals for
the children and families
who visit the SLV CAC
because of allegations of
physical/sexual abuse.
This includes provid-
ing victim advocacy,
giving information and
referrals, accompanying
children and families
to court and acting as
a liaison between the
family and the system
at large. These services
are provided in both
English and Spanish.
The position starts at
$14/hr, 28 hrs/week with
a potential for higher
pay dependent upon ex-
perience and education.
For more information
about qualifications and
requirements, please
check the job description
online at slvtucasa.net.
Interested parties should
submit a cover letter
and résumé to Theresa
Ortega at theresa@slv-
tucasa.net. If you have
any questions, please
call Theresa or Michelle
at (719) 589-2465. Cover
letters and résumés will
be accepted until Friday,
March 13, 2020, at 4
p-m.(3-14)

FARMING TECH-
NOLOGY CORP is
Seeking Irrigation
Technician Qualifica-
tion, With Sprinkler and
Well Maintenance . Ap-
ply In Person At 8629
Rd 105 North Mosca, Co
81146 Phone 719-754-
0559.(4/15)

530,000+ |

Immediate opening

in multi-media
sales. Experience
appreciated.

Send resume to:
KCerny@alamosanews.com

V»aH"ﬁ /Cotivier

221
HELP WANTED

MONTE VISTA
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for a
Part-Time Food Service
Employee. The position
is for 2.5 hours per day
(10:45 am - 1:15 pm),
Monday -Thursday, at
Bill Metz Elementary
School. Applications
may be submitted to the
District Office, 345 E
Prospect Ave., Monte
Vista, CO 81144, until
the position is filled. Ap-
plications may be down-
loaded from the web site
http://ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-op-
portunities.html or call
719-852-5996.(3/19)

MONTE VISTA
SCHOOL District is
seeking dynamic, people
oriented candidates for
the position of Monte
Vista Middle School
Principal. Start date will
be August 1, 2020, with a
competitive salary based
on experience, plus an at-
tractive benefit package.
Interested individuals
should submit applica-
tion materials electroni-
cally in pdf format to
mary@monte.k12.co.us
by March 26, 2020. A
full description of desired
qualifications and expe-
rience may be viewed
on the district website
https://ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-op-
portunities.html. Ap-
plications are available to
download on the district
web site or call (719)852-
5996. (3/24)

221
HELP WANTED

DEL NORTE BANK
is seeking an Executive
Assistant.  Applicants
should possess the fol-
lowing skills: Highly
proficient in Excel and
Word, be able to com-
municate and write let-
ters about complex mat-
ters, manage multiple
systems that are either
Excel or database driv-
en, be able to manage
and maintain schedul-
ing efforts, be an eager
team member with prob-
lem solving skills. Ata
minimum a bachelor’s
degree or equivalent is
required. The position
is permanent, full-time,
M - F, 8am — 5pm with
a robust benefits pack-
age. Salary commen-
surate with experience.
Qualified candidates
please send your resume
or application to post-
master@truelocalbank.
com by March 18, 2020.
Application available at
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers. EOE.(3/17)

SOUTH CONEJOS
SCHOOL District is
seeking a current para-
professional. Candidate
must possess Early
Childhood Credentials,
have great communica-
tion skills, and the abil-
ity to multi-task. Inter-
ested individuals should
submit a District ap-
plication, resume, cover
letter, transcripts and
credentials to apply@
Southconejos.com by
March 13,2020.(3/13#3)

221
HELP WANTED

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY’S Depart-
ment of Teacher Educa-
tion is seeking appli-
cations for a Part-Time
Program Assistant.
Please submit letter of
application addressing
qualifications, curricu-
lum vita with unofficial
transcripts: Names and
contact information for
3 references: Mr. Curtis
Garcia, Search Commit-
tee Chair, 208 Edgemont
Blvd, suite 3050, Depart-
ment of Teacher Educa-
tion, McD 246, Alamosa,
CO 81101. curtislgarcia@
adams.edu https://www.
adams.edu/hr/ adminis-
trative-positions/. Review
of completed applications
will begin immediately.
Priority considerations
will be given to appli-
cations received on or
before March 15, 2020.
3/21)

MONTE VISTA ES-
TATES Nursing Home
is Seeking a full time day
shift CAN seeking a full
time evening shift (2-10)
shift CAN If you love
working with the elderly
and enjoy making a dif-
ference in the lives of our
residents, please contact
us. We look forward to
having you join our team.
(3/28)

BUSY... HOLIDAY
INN EXPRESS now hir-
ing experienced house-
keeping staff. Pay is by
room not minimum wage!
Apply in person. (3/19)

221
HELP WANTED

221

HELP WANTED

A SAN LUIS VALLEY
) Behavioral Health Group

Dedicated to Hope, Healing and Recovery
EXCITING CAREER OPPORTUNITIES w/ BENEFITS!

Now accepting applications for the following

positions

» PATH Case Manager

» ACT Case Manager

» Outpatient Clinician (unlicensed/licensed)

Additional employment opportunities found at
slvbhg.org/employment-opportunities/

Bookkeeper/Accountant

Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc. is seeking
a Full time Bookkeeper. This position,
in a fast paced office environment,
offers challenging work assignments
and career growth. Applicants must
have 5 years or more experience

in A/R, A/P, P/R and QuickBooks

software. Salary commensurate with
Wa]_l, education and experience. Email
resumes to: matthewl@wsbcpa.com.
mith,
Bateman inc. Administrative Assistant

Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc. is seeking
an Administrative Assistant. Candidates must have excellent
client service skills and a positive, friendly attitude. Duties
include greeting dlients, handling all telephone calls, and
general office responsibilities. Applicants need excellent
multi-tasking and organizational skills. Strong computer
skills with experience in Word and Excel. Full time position
with excellent salary and complete benefit package. Only
candidates with the above skills should apply. Email resumes
to: matthewl@wsbcpa.com.

Assistant Firm Administrator

Wall, Smith, Bateman is seeking an assistant Firm
Administrator. Duties include performing a variety of office
management and human resource functions. Applicants
need excellent multi-tasking and organizational skills. Strong
computer skills with experience in Word and Excel. Prior
experience as an office manager/HR is preferred. Full time
position with excellent salary and complete benefit package.
Only candidates with the above skills should apply. Email
resumes to: matthewl@wsbcpa.com.

()
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Keep Public Notices
in Newspapers

MEDIA
ALLIANCE

waww.newsmediaalliance.org
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HELP WANTED

ALAMOSA HOUS-
ING AUTHORITY is
seeking a qualified in-
dividual for a full -time
Maintenance Laborer
[ position. General:
Under supervision per-
forms work of semi-
skilled nature in the area
of housing maintenance
and grounds. Clean/
paint apartments, oper-
ate landscaping equip-
ment, repair minor fur-
nace problems, perform
plumbing duties. Must
be able to be on call for
emergency maintenance
requests. Job Qualifica-
tions: Working knowl-
edge of maintenance of
appliances, electrical,
plumbing and grounds.
Minimum of one year
experience in electri-
cal repair, plumbing,
maintenance or similar,
able to follow direc-
tions. Desirable but not
required. Knowledge of
common hand tools, car-
pentry, plumbing, etc.
general mechanical un-
derstanding and ability,
valid Colorado Driver’s
License good driving
record, must be able to
pass Colorado Back-
ground Investigation.
Benefits include $12.00
an hour, medical, dental,
and vision. Apply at Ala-
mosa Housing Authority
at 213 Murphy Drive.
Job will close on March
13, 2020 The Alamosa
Housing Authority is
an Equal Opportunity
Employer.(3/13)

SOUTH CONEJOS
SCHOOL District is
now accepting applica-
tions for Anticipated
K-12 Principal for the
2020-2021 school year.
Start date will be July
2020, with a competitive
salary based on experi-
ence, plus and attractive
benefit package. Quali-
fications: Experience
as a vice-principal or
comparable administra-
tive experience. Must
hold a Colorado Admin-
istrative License. Inter-
ested individuals should
submit a District ap-
plication, resume, cover
letter, transcripts and
credentials to apply@
Southconejos.com by
March 13,2020.(3/13#1)

221
HELP WANTED

THE CITY OF Monte
Vista is seeking a Chief
of Police. Candidates
should possess dem-
onstrated leadership
skills, high integrity,
demonstrated success
in problem-solving
policing methods, the
development and im-
plementation of police
budgets, data-driven de-
ployment methodologies
and department-level
financial management.
Minimum requirements:
Bachelors’ degree in po-
lice or criminal justice,
public administration,
law enforcement or a
directly related field. A
Masters’ degree and /
or leadership training
such as: FBI National
Academy, Northwestern
University School of Po-
lice Staff and Command
or equivalent preferred.
Colorado POST certi-
fication, or the demon-
strated ability to obtain
Colorado certification,
isrequired. Candidates
must have been a peace
officer for a minimum
of 10 years, including
6 years of police super-
visory/leadership ex-
perience at the rank of
sergeant or higher. The
position has a competi-
tive salary and excellent
benefit package. The
general hiring minimum
salary is $82,000. Sal-
ary at appointment is
dependent on qualifica-
tions. To be considered
for this position you must
complete a City of Monte
Vista employment ap-
plication at www.cityof-
montevista.colorado.
gov. Please submit your
completed job applica-
tion (resume optional)
and a cover letter to the
Human Resources office,
95 W. Ist Ave., Monte
Vista, CO 81144 or e-
mail your application to
hrmanager@ci.monte-
vista.co.us. All applica-
tions must be received
not later than Monday,
March 16, 2020.(3/14)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support?
Car Repairs? Taxes Due?
Earn up to $800/month
delivering the Valley
Courier. Contact Keith
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)

Small Business
Accounting

Financial
Statement Audits

Wall,
Other Assurance Smlth
Services

700 Main St. » Alamosa

Bateman i
Certified Public Accountants

15 Washington St. » Monte Vista « 852-5103
* Celebrating 40 Years of Service *

IA;:eig:ounting l Eleaning
»Handyma

Residential & Commercial
Carpet Cleaning & Auto Detailing
Plus... Construction Cleanup

Lori - 719-298-2502
joshshandymanoncall@Qyahoo.com

QuickBooks Pro
Advisors

Business
Valuation

Tax Compliance
& Planning
Litigation

Support

* 589-3619

SOUTH CONEJOS
SCHOOL District
is now accepting ap-
plications for the fol-
lowing Anticipated
Teaching Positions for
the 2020-2021 school
year: Secondary math
teacher, Teacher of
grade 1, .5 Art, and .5
Social Studies. Quali-
fications: Must hold
a Colorado Teacher’s
License, or such al-
ternative to the above
qualifications as the
Board of Education
may find appropriate
and acceptable. Please
submit a District appli-
cation, resume, cover
letter, transcripts and
credentials to apply@
southconejos.com
by March 13, 2020.
(3/13#2)

304

AWN & GARDEN

SPRINKLER RE-
PAIR REASON-
ABLE rate and quick
service. Also available
on the weekends Call
719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593.(4/2)

WE HAVE FIRE-
WOOD! Allpine Lum-
ber 719-274-4381(3/18)

351

LIVESTOCK

FOR SALE 2 and 3 year
old Limousin bred Bulls.
Red and Black, Fertility
and trick tested. Cal Ed
Orth

PIGSFOR SALE $1.00
Ib. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

353-FARM &
LIVESTOCK SERVICES

ATTENTION FARM-
ERS & Ranchers. Show
special seal leaking
stock tanks, ponds or
reservoirs with Benton-
ite 719-580-6652.(3/27)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS

FORSALE

RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro
8000R Series #817508
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable.
Remote switch, roller
fairlead. 719-852-2285
(10/22-TFN)

324 - FEED
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFAL-
FA AND grass/alfalfa,
small bales $7.00 in
hay shed (719) 580-
2509. (03/18)

HORSE AND COW
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4
bales, various quality
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

ENGLISH BULL-
DOG, 55 pounds, 5
Y2 years old, will do
best in a home with
no small children. He
does not get along
with other animals.
He needs a single pet
owner home. He is
very loveable and is
house trained. He is
up to date on all his
vaccinations. Please
call for information
719-588-2780(3/14)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS &

SUPPLIES

ALL DOGS AD-
OPTED FROM THE
VALLEY HUMANE
LEAGUE HAVE TO
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW
HOME. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR
mousers? Want to adopt
kittens? Help trap/neu-
ter/release efforts? Do-
nate food/litter/supplies?
Low cost spay/neuter
clinic for cats. http://
www.catsaliveslv.com
719-298-7028. (TFN)

FREE TO GOOD
home. Adults and Kkit-
tens. NO MOUSERS
OR BARN CATS. Spay/
neuter clinics coming to
Alamosa in near future.
Call Donna K 719-589-
5952 or 719-580-9078.
(TEN)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a home?
San Luis Valley Animal
Welfare Society is a
nonprofit animal rescue
dedicated to stopping
the euthanasia of healthy
adoptable pets. Having
pets altered is the num-
ber one way to stop pet
overpopulation. If your
pet has had puppies con-
tact us. We will take the
puppies into our rescue
and spay the mama dog
for free after the puppies
are weaned. If needed
we will also provide
dog food & gas money
to get the dogs to us to
help in this situation.
Spay/neuter is one of the
greatest gifts you can
provide your pet, your
family and your com-
munity. We have found
good responsible homes
for over 8,000 animals.
Contact 719-587-9663
(WOOF); email: woof@
slvaws.org. (TFN)

WANTED
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 2
or 3 bedroom Mobile
Home 1981 or higher for
$15,000 or under. Call or
text 719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

415 - HOMES
FOR SALE

2 HOMES/ 5.25 Acres,
Trees! 3 wells! Extra
electric system, Corrals.
$184,000.00 970-640-
9562(3/20)

387 -

Handyman

IE:a;nh Moving l

Earthworks of Southern Colorado uc

+'Demolition
* Remodels
» Additions
* Roofing
» Backhoe

n-On=Cal]

FREE ESTIMATES

» Concrete
* Tree Trimming
& Much More!
719-580-8918

+ Real Estate - Water Law

(call for more information)

THROUG:

PORTER REAITY

Excellent Service, Expert Advice

719-589-5899

503 Main Street ¢ Alamosa

$311,500-Three bedroom,
four bathroom, plus office!
Home on north side of Monte
Vista, C0, Backyard adjoins golf
course. Excellent layout with
plenty of living spaces. Nice
kitchen, huge master bedroom
with walk-out 2nd story patio
with views. Oversized two-car
garage, mature landscaping,
and so much more! You must
see this home. 62 Pioneer Road,
Monte Vista MLS # 766361

5189 500 - (ountry home
north of Alamosa that sits on 5 acres,
5 bedroom, 13/4 baths, eatin kitchen,
[iving room with built-in shelves, some
updating in kitchen and baths, new

paint and carpeting, handicap accessible
showerin downstairs bath, wood deck,
stairways from 2nd story bedrooms
forfire safety and water filter system.
Located off a paved road and close to
town, Call today for more details, 9205

Stanley Road, Alamosa MLS # ?6306?

$165 000 Great home mthe
heart of Alamosa near the Park, River,
Walking Trails, ASU and downtown,
Charming interior withnew paint,
hardwood floors, tile updatesin
kitchen and bath, newly insulated walls
formore efficiency and new electrical
wiring, Private backyard features
mature landscaping and sprinkler
system. Call today for more details.
121 First Street, Alamosa MLS # 767039

5145 000 Wel[ mamtamed
home east of Alamasa, Home
features an open floor plan with 2
living areas, vaulted ceilings, large
kitchen with oak cabinets, updated
appliances and dining area. Master
suite has double sinks, corner
tub, separate shower and walk-in
closet, Metal Roof, 1.4 acre lot,
metal garage with 2 doors and
more, (all today for more details,

18305 Ash, Alamosa MLS £ 767266

420 - LOTS &
ACREAGE

LAND FOR LEASE
— 13230 CR. 6S Ala-
mosa, CO. Acreage for
lease, some water, some
fencing, ditch cleaning
involved. Open to ideas.
Contact Cheryl 719-
480-0502.(3/18)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Professional
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS

FORRENT

Century Property

Management & Sales, .c

www. alamosarentals .com

NICE 3 BEDROOMS
2 bathrooms, Apart-
ment for rent washer/
dryer hookups. In La
Jara no pets. 719-274-
5981. (3/13)

RENT 1 BEDROOM
studio Alamosa some
utilities included 800-
641-3750/719-480-3932
(3/19)

Satisfy your

Alamosa ¢ 589-5744| | CUIIOSIt) by reading
PROPERTY
wanacenent | | e TEASpapet
SERVICE every day, You'l
For all your rental : .
needs please call flnd SomEthlng
719-589-5744 or stop . o
by 823 Main St. interesting in the
Alamosa, CO 81101

nEwspaper.

Infact, the paper
Is such a reliable
source for the
information you
want, it can even

611 - HOMES
FOR RENT be used by
AVAILABLEJULY.3 | Sfuents a8
L tons 1o homewark
ey 118009970 and school
ROOM 2 betiran- | rasearch tool.

log home on river, 2 car
attached garage. To-
tally furnished must see.
$1,500/MO plus deposit
call 719-672-3146.(3/14)

3 BEDROOM 1 Bath-
room propane and wood
heat fenced yard room
for livestock. 970-640-
9562.(3/20)

- IA;:t?f_t_orney l

ATENCIO LAW
719.589.6003

« Civil Litigation

+ Business Law
+ Wills & Probate

PROUDLY SERVING C

OUT THE SAN

STEVE ATENCIO

+Unbundled Legal Services steve@atenciolaw.net

www.atenciolaw.net

IENTS
UIS VALLEY

Valley Cotirer
Subscribe Tocay!
719-589-2553,

A&B

SERVICES LLC
Email: aandbauctionsi@gmail.com

ﬁu}ttinneering l

Brady Stagner

(719)588-2573

For All Your Auction Needs

*Farm *Ranch *Benefit
.Household *Fundraising,
www.asandbauctionservices.com

Gardening

KHome Maintenance

Marty

Troy Geringer  719-480-1756

Alamosa Garden Supply and Grow Store

0711 W. Highway 160, Suite C, Alamosa, CO 81101 719-206-3336

Maintenance
L inc ]

82 CONEJOS

Monday - Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Get ready for spring gardening now! Fall is the best time to amend your soil
after you've put the garden to bed. We carry a wide variety of soil, trace
minerals, soil conditioners, mycorrhizae mixes, bio-char and so much more.

Plumbing
Contractor
#3462

PLUMBING/HVAC/REMODELING CONTRACTOR

[ EHE
License
#600346

«Stream Bank Restoration
*Irrigation Welding & Fabrication
~Tractor Mowing

Trenching *Dirt Work
*Ditch Cleaning * Demolition
«Site Cleaning & Prep - Snow Remoral
< Driveway Construction & Grading
Landscaping
*House Pads

ALAMOSA

719-589-9144

e

HAPPY FROG SOIL SPECIAL! 2 FOR $36 « rax A,
Y 25% OFF FISH SH*T SOIL PROBIOTICS * 25% OFF ALL DOWN TO EARTH PRODUCTS
We will meet or beat any local competitor's price!

CONTACT US TODAY!
Marty_Husmann@yahoo.com

719.480.3375

Advertising

Advertise
Business i

SPACE

Only %99 per month*

*3 month commitment

Your Lumber ¢ Steel
n this Emslmereal Truesee
Sl

Eumber

- AL
lZ’Ol Wesf AVc. . A‘amm

(719 561-3254

PRESTON PORTER
Preston@PorterRealty com

RMCRB

+ Excellent Service

La;‘“*

Schulz Reodttj

Looking to Buyor Sell? Let us
help you with your real estate
needs and see real results!

(719) 589- 6977 www.slvpropertles.com

PORTER REALTY,

503 Mamn Street, Alamosa CO

719-589-5899

www . PorterRealty.com

+ Expert Advice

Jim’s Tire
Store

T1112 State Ave. + Alamosa
719-589-9690

GREG GOODWIN
I mm Greg @PorterRealty.com

+ Exceptional Results

iTir:actor Repair I

For @ll Your Tractor
Repair Needs

o LL EXPERT SERVICE
L0+ vous exparince

TRACTOR REPAIR)

-.4-#-}

VALLEY/ TR
ZM&SL%@@

IBAUDO

REALT Y
719-580-2541

Serving All Your
Real Estate &
Auction Needs

View my website for listings
and upcoming auctions Joe Ribaudo
Independent Broker,

Auctioneer
www.ribaudorealty.com
joe@ribaudoreality.com

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

P

8425 Rd. 8 South - Alamosa
589-9205
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WONDERFUL!
THE NEXT PRASE

UQEIPUAL 234210 SMEUAWY AQ 1SI0]

I WANT YOU TO
FIND PROCF THAT
ALIENS BUILT THE
PYRAMIDS.

ARLO & JANIS

PFET, ALIENST SHOULD

WE FIND EYIDENCE OF
THE LOCH NESS MONSTER | \ poser o Ty
AND BIGFOOT, T00? 2 '

DON'T BE
RIDICULOUS. I

UTAH! DOR'T KNOW
ANYBODY [0 UTAH!

CROSSWORD PUZZLE L DIE[P[T
ACROSS 40Consumer | I |DIEJA
1 Watch 41 Passe B DIIEM
5 0z. or Ib. 42 Sidekick E _D EIR|S
8 Engineer’s 44Full of BB L
place suds B/R[A E[L[A[X
11 Field units 46Harsh- J YIolG 1
13 Estuary 40 $0|c:.-d bird DI A ClA
14 Have ean, R HIOIR
— — at right! ¥ C =
15Express (2 wds.)
: 50 Dental BIEILIL RIG|IE|S
gratitude s
16 Sang door- filling ERMEAS N|T|H
to-door 52 Serious EBAIVIE AINIA
18 Smidgens theater Y EDIMTIAC T|A|D
20 Public 56 "Nova
sentiment network 6 Actress 28 Noteq
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“And for the man who has everything, we
have this personal nuclear deterrent.”

CELEBRITY CIPHER

by Luis Campos
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it's like bungee cord jumping —

it's a rush; you just want to do it again.” — Jason Aldean

Adoptive mom writes rules
for strangers with questions

DEAR ABBY: I'm an
adoptive mother who has
had more than my fair
share of inappropriate
comments directed at me
and my children. They usu-
ally come from strangers or
acquaintances. I'm about
up to here with them, so I
thought T would write you
about etiquette for interact-
ing with adoptive families:

Though we may stand out
toyou, we think of ourselves
as a family like any other.
Please do NOT start a con-
versation with us that has
the sole purpose of pointing
out the obvious. Remember
that my children have ears.

Please do not ask ques-
tions in front of them about
them or their adoption.
Don’t ask in private unless
you are a close friend. Bet-
ter yet, let me broach the
subject.

Please do not ALWAYS
comment on my daughters’
hair. Yes, it is nicely braided
and decorated with beauti-
ful beads. But isn’t there
something else you can say
about them? Maybe just
once? And please don’t talk
in front of them about how
hard it must be for me to do
their hair. ILOVE braiding
it.

Please don’t say I am a
saint for adopting them. I
chose to adopt because I
never wanted to have bio-
logical children. And please
don’t say how nice it is for
me to love them so much.
Why would you expect that

Iwouldn’tlove my children?

Please do not pity my
children. They have amaz-
ing lives, are fiercely loved
and have bright futures
ahead. And please do not
introduce me to others as
someone “who has adopted
two girls from Africa.”
Because my daughters are
black does NOT mean they
are from Africa! I would
much prefer you simply say,
“Anne has two 8-year-old
daughters.”

And last, please remem-
ber that you and I are both
people who love our fami-
lies, and we have more in
common than you might
think. -- ANNE FROM
CALIFORNIA

DEAR ANNE: Thank
you for a great letter. Some-
times well-meaning people
simply don’t think about the
impact their words can have
when they begin a conversa-
tion. I hope my readers will
take your words to heart
because they are valid.

DEAR ABBY: While
separating photographs
after my divorce from my
wife, I found some photo-
graphs of relatives’ and
friends’ weddings. Is there
any protocol on what to do
with them? In some cases,
the marriages (and friend-
ships) have ended, so I as-
sume I should just dispose
of them, correct? I will send
my ex-wife any photos of her
and her family, but none
that include my family. Is
this the right way to go?

r

I’\

ABIGAIL
VAN BUREN

We don’t live in the same
area anymore, and our
families were never close. I
would be interested to hear
what you think should be
done with family photos
that include me, my ex-wife
and our children. Should
they gojust to the children?
I am in a new committed
relationship, and I do not
wish to keep any photos of
my ex for any reason. Can
you please help? -- NEEDS
TOKNOWINNEW YORK

DEAR NEEDS TO
KNOW: Send the family
pictures to your children
and instruct them to share
them with your ex IF she
would like to have them. If
you still have a relationship
with the friends and rela-
tives, inform them that you
found the photos and ask
if they would like to have
them. That would be the
considerate thing to do.
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