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Commissioners
discuss
COVID-19
impact on county

By TERESA L. BENNS

SAGUACHE — During their
first meeting broadcast using
the Zoom application, Saguache
County Commissioners discussed
how the COVID-19 outbreak
has affected various county
departments and what measures are
being taken to meet the challenges
faced by the county.

The following highlights were
taken from draft meeting minutes
recorded by Saguache County
Clerk’s office staffer Dominique
White.

Letters received in the mail

San Luis Valley Health sent
a letter stating that they cannot
test requested employees for
COVID-19due tolimited supplies.
(Received March 23.)

Commissioners reports

Jason Anderson

DOLAhasestablished arecovery
site to talk about the opportunities
that businesses are going to have to
recover. The Census in Coloradois
running atabout44%.OEIOT loans
are being opened for established
businesses and on April 10,
independent businesses can apply.

Getting supplies throughout
the nation has become a bidding
process. Register what you need
as a county, though the emergency
coordinator, because, if the state
does successfully acquire these
things, there need to be a record
of who needs it.

Tim Lovato

Was questioned about the number
of cases in the Lazy KV and what
the county was going to do to
ensure they were quarantined and
not going to propose a threat to
the rest of the county. I contacted
Lynette Grant and asked what
Public Health will do to ensure
that positive cases are abiding by
Public Health orders. I was told
Public Health is following up and
calling on a daily basis.

Was contacted by Evan Samora
from Saguache County Housing
about the restrictions that are put
in place at the housing complex.
He recommended residents use
face masks when using the laundry
room. Evan also made a schedule
for residents to minimize the
exposure and number using the
facility at a time.

Ken Anderson
A lot of meetings have been
canceled due to everything going

Please see IMPACT on Page 7A

Man arrested for public health order violation

By TERrEsA L. BENNS

SAGUACHE — Amansuspected
of trying to steal gas from the
Moffat School bus barn was cited
for third-degree trespassing and
violating a public health order last
week, according to a summons
and complaint filed by Saguache
County Sheriff’s Office Cpl. Steven
Hansen.

The public health order violation

was added as a charge on the advice

spotted at Moffat School near

of district attorney Robert Willett. A the bus barn where the gas and

Saguache County
Sheriff’s Office
representative
said Tuesday
there have been
a number of gas

Gas thefts a
problem at
Moffat Schools

diesel tanks are
located on April
12.Dale Harrison,
transportation
director for Moffat
Schools called the

thefts lately at
the school.
Xavier “Zeven” Garcia, 22, was

Saguache Sheriff’s
Office and was on scene when
Hansen arrived to take his report.
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By TREY SPAULDING

SAN LUIS VALLEY - On
March 5 Colorado reported its first
case of COVID-19. On March 24
San Luis Valley health officials
announced the first 2 confirmed
cases in the Valley. The first week
of April Colorado Governor Polis
announced in one of his daily

* People who tested positive for COVID-19 in Colorado while visiting are included in the county where they were identified.
** Location of symbols do not represent actual case locations.
*** Some cases may still be under investigation and county not assigned yet.

SLYV is a safe haven to
COVID-19 is a misnomer

COVID-19 updates that due to
limited tests and residents being
asymptomatic to the virus but
testing positive that there were
most likely 10 times the confirmed
number of COVID-19 cases in the
state. April 14, 2020, there were
7,941 confirmed COVID-19 cases
in Colorado which would put

the presumptive number of cases
in the state at over 79,000 if the
Governor’s 10 multiplier is correct.
Rio Grande County health
officials reported two additional
cases in the county on April 14.
On the outside looking in, or
on the inside looking out, it may
Please see COVID-19 on Page 7A

Garcia had two plastic gas cans
and a length of hose in his hands
when approached by Harrison.
Harrison said the attempt was
caught on video but to date he has
not filed a complaint or provided
the video footage.

Garcia was read his Miranda
rights, signed the summons and
complaint and was released by
Hansen.

Police chief
publishes
Center survey
results

CENTER — About two months
ago,Center Police Chief Dale Eugene
Meek posted an anonymous survey
for Center Town Residents torespond
to. He says he created the survey “to
see how the responses would be to a
survey and get engagement from the
community to identify public safety
concerns.”

The survey was kept anonymous to
create an open, honest response pool.
Meek commented he “had some fun
creating this survey. It was simple but
very informative to me.”

Meek said he will discuss later why
he likes the information produced in
surveys and how this information
will be used at a future Neighborhood
Watch meeting.

Survey Results:
1. Overall, how much do you like
living in Center?
- A great deal 16.67 percent
- Alot 41.67 percent
-Amoderate amount 20.83 percent
- Alittle 16.67 percent
- Not at all 4.17 percent
2. How well are the streets in Center
maintained?
- Extremely well 8.33 percent
- Very well 12.5 percent
- Somewhat well 50.0 percent
- Not so well 20.83 percent
- Not at all 8.33 percent
3.Howcleanis yourneighborhood?
- Extremely clean O percent
- Very Clean 16.67 percent
- Somewhat clean 66.67 percent
- Not so clean 8.33 percent
- Not at all clean 8.33 percent

Please see SURVEY on Page 7A

County to consider second outdoor cremation site

By TERESA L. BENNS

SAGUACHE COUNTY — After
purchasing an idyllic parcel of property in
Saguache County with pristine views, the
new owner dreams of eventually building
there and one day catching the heady
fragrance of fresh pine floating down from
the nearby mountains after a summer rain.

But wait, after picking up the mail
one day, a notice arrives announcing a
neighboradjacenttothatdream property has
submitted plans to the county to construct

an outdoor funeral pyre. And after doing a
slow burnon the way back from the mailbox,
the property owner sees his dreams going

up in smoke, literally.

Thishappened notlongagotoaSaguache
County property owner who wishes his/her
name withheld. S/he reported that as an
adjacent property owner,arelativehad been
notified of the proposed outdoor cremation
site and the initial April 30 review of the
neighbor’s request to begin the project.

Please see CREMATION on Page 6A

With interest rates at historic lows,

it might be a time to refinance!
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William Kirby Ward, 91

BOISE IDAHO — Kirby Ward
passed away April 6 at the Veterans
Administration Facility in Boise,
Idaho to be with his Lord and Savior.
Born April 27, 1928, in McKinney,
Texas, to Alexander and Rhoda Lee
(Blackwell) Ward, Kirby was the
eighth of 10 children. He was very
fond of memories of growing up “on
the farm” and all the adventures he
had with his brothers and sisters. Most
of the Ward family moved to Pueblo
Colorado not long after the death of
Alexander Ward to take advantage
of better employment opportunities.
Kirby graduated from Central High
School where he was active in
R.O.T.C. and on the Track team.

Soon after graduation Kirby Joined
the United States Marine Crops and
later served in the Marine Air Corps.
After completing his active duty Kirby
returned to Pueblo, served inthe Active
Reserves,and married Maxine Zanetell.
Kirby often commented how fortunate
he was to have married the best wife
anyone could have ever wished for. On
the very day that Kirby and Maxine’s
first child was born Kirby received
notification his entire reserve unit was
being recalled to active duty during the
Korean War. He felt it was an honor to
have served in the Marines and later
had a baseball cap that proclaimed,
“American by birth Marine by choice”.

After his service in the Marine
Corps Kirby worked for the Colorado
Fuel and Iron Company, (the steel
mill) in Pueblo and it was during
this time he also attended college on
the G.I. Bill and obtained a degree.
Thus he left the steel mill where
he had worked in the Tool and Die
shop as a machinist and then later

went to work for the Star Journal and
Pueblo Chieftain as an Adman. This
change in profession led Kirby to
work for a number of newspapers in
Colorado,New Mexico, Kansas, and
California.Kirby advanced taking on
his first role as a general manager/
publisher for the Monte Vista Journal
in 1965. During that time the Journal
received numerous awards from the
Colorado Press Association. He went
on working as general manager for
papers in Lakewood, Englewood,
New Mexico, and then back to the
Mountain Mail in Salida, Colorado,
to finish out his newspaper career.

Kirby grew tired of moving around
and later started his own business in
Monte Vista known as Kirby Office
Supply. After selling that business he
was semi-retired going back to doing
machinist work for the sawmill and
area farmers.

Kirby was committed to his faith
and was a long time member of The
Church of Christ in Monte Vista.
Ultimately Kirby and Maxine moved
to Idaho due to the need for Kirby to
gotoalower altitude but he remained
a member of the Church of Christ in
Meridian Idaho for the rest of his life.

Someresidents of Monte Vistamay
remember Kirby for being active in
Rotary Club and for serving on the
town board. Kirby had many talents,
he played guitar, was gifted at writing,
was often sought out for his ability
at public speaking, and was known
for his wonderful humor. Kirby is
survived by his wife Maxine Ward,
brother Douglass and sister-in-law
Mary Beth Ward of Buena Vista CO,
his children: Zeke Ward of Creede
CO, Debby Kay Fraker (Fabe) of

Combat COVID-19!

We can sanitize your store, office,
clinic, school, warehouse, etc. to
eliminate viruses, bacteria, mold,
and algae in the air and on surfaces
for a continuous 90 days!

Safe to use when people are present and
buildings are occupied!

Call us for more information! 719-852-0353

“Sprouts Wenta-fway
Wenta Nip ¢ Soni’rizing,uc

Monte Vista, Colorado - wentanip.com « (719) 852-0353

Meridian Idaho and Dallas Ward [Jo
Ann] of South Fork CO. He is also
survived by numerous nephews and
nieces and a host of grandchildren,
great grandchildren and even a few
great, great grandchildren that reside
throughout the country.

Because of the CCP pandemic,
(Covid-19) no arrangements have
been made by the family but when
practical a memorial service will be
announced.

Ronald E.

MONTE VISTA — Monte Vista
native, Ron Kessler, husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather,
retired mechanic/rancher/trapper/
farrier/author/publisher passed away
on April 5, 2020, in his home. He
was born Dec. 31, 1943, to Ernest
& Lola (Brown) Kessler.

Ron is survived by his wife;
Franis, son; Ron Jr. (Kris) and
daughters; Debbie (Charlie) Harris
& April (Duane) Harris, along with
nine grandchildren & eight great-
grandchildren. His brother; Larry
(Glenda) Kessler and sister; Donna
(Tim) Conville also survive him.
Their parents & sister, Marleen,
preceded him in death.

Cremation was chosen. A private
family service will be held at a later
date. Special thanks are extended

Kessler, 7 6

to Dr. DeHerrera and his staff for
their extraordinary care. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation
in Ronald’s memory, to Hospice
Del Valle.

See more Obituaries on Page 8A
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Call Joel Polkowske today

at 719-852-7049 for help

with your home purchase
or refinance.

“The best part of my job is helping
community members make home
ownership areality.”

Joel Polkowske
Loan Officer

Savings & Loan Association
901 1st Avenue * Monte Vista 719-852-5933

www.rgsla.cum

NMLE
#421822

¥

Find us on

Facebook

Learn more about debit card rewards
visit www.slvfb.com/rewards or call 589-6653

San Luis Valley Federal Bank

ash in on rewards using your debit card.

slvfed.com
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From hot new shops to great restaurant specials,
entertainment, services and more, our Local Businesses
have you covered, don’t miss out on a thing!

@ 4 Faemoon Wolf Desions
b NEW LOCAT. IO.'N.'
e " 122 Adams St. ® Monte Vista
(719) 859-2656

Q.\) oUnique, Handmade Gifts

oCustom, Handmade Moccasins
eLocal Artists & Pho£Oﬁraphy oJewelry
Open Mon.-Sat. Il a.m. S pan. *Gifta for all ages

Like us on Facebook @ wwrw.faemoonwolfdesigns.com

Sprzerey Seele”
19% OfF

Everything in the Store!

Shades.
Cedtts, & Etc.

Quilting - Wlndow Treatments
Yarn « DMC Embroidery

129 Adams St. - Monte Vista
852-2179

o New Hours: Thurs. & Friday 9-5, Sat. 9-3

=

Dr. Lucero, Ol
D.DS., 1,,-}4 2
Prosthodontist 5 -;U >

Family Dentistry

852-2552 .
10 Rupert St. - Monte Vista

‘Complete Automotive Service

Matt Ratzlaff 150 N. Broadway
(719) €52-2536 Monte Vista |

@UM Cagden AUUC

7716 Saw er Brothers
719-852 GROW (4769) « 1669 N Hwy 285 + Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Five Years Strong and Still Going!

The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store!

Tinctures, Creams, Salves Capsules, Pet Products

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!
Specializing in customer service
HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Is this your jade
dream home? &%

Maybe... maybe not.
But, whatever your dream
home looks like, Rio Grande
Savings & Loan can help that dream
become a reality with affordable financing
at terms to fit your needs. Call us today!

Purchase « Construction « Refinance

m Savings & Loan Association

901 First Ave, Monte Vista 852-5933

www.rgsla.com

NMLS #421822

Accounting Office of

Walter S. Fullwood. CPA, PC

CPA

296 Tyndal Street, Monte Vista, CO 811344

{719y 852-2177, FAX (719 852-5756

Serving Farms, Small Business and Investors

P.0. Box 875
1525E Hwy. 160
onte Vista

(719) 8520353

WWWw. wentamp wom

WentaNm&Samhzmq, LC gy

All lines of CIPC, DMN, EC, Biox and Sanitizers

A local family-owned business specializing in potato sprout
control’and crop storage management solutions.

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”’

Monte Vista Cooperative
(719) 852-5181 « www.mvcoop.com
M V C 901 E Hwy 160 * Monte Vista

Clothing Feed ¢ Grain
Tlres * Fuels Equipment ;

The Monte Vista
Medical Clinicis |»-
accepting new

patients’?

Call to schedule an appointment
e

with Dr. Barton Giessel, M.D. and

Jackie Bennett, FNP today!

1033 2nd Ave. « Monte Vista - (719) 852-8827
Pharmacy phone number: (719) 628-0533
www.riograndehospital.org

il

San Luis Valley
Federal Bank

3415 Mariposa * Alamosa
401 Edison Ave. * Alamosa
330 Solar * Monte Vista

o www.slvfed.com

CENDER

- FDIC

Free Efimates
Al Inurance Cims Accepted

Clasurt Woterbore Pain..,
Environmentall Friendl!

852-5700 + 859 Acequia Dr.» Monte Vista

Absolule Shine

Aulo FSQAH & Paind




Page 4A

Center Post-Dispatch

Thursday, April 16,2020

OprINION & EDITORIAL

The world in black
and white

As hard as it is to believe in these
days of digital, hi-def photos, there
once was a time when the world was
only seen through the lenses of black
and white cameras.

EvenOl’ Dutch canrecall television
in black and white back in the
days when I was a budding young
photographer.

My father Fast Freddy somehow
obtained a photo lab that was set up
in my basement bedroom. Many a
Saturday afternoon in my teenage
years was spentin said lab developing
and printing off endless pictures of
random subjects.

Not only was this a fun experience
whereby Ol’ Dutch learned about
chemicals but I learned about light
and how to expose a negative to the
special paper to produce a picture.
[ also learned quickly that certain
cute girls who were in the stage of
developing themselves could be
coaxed into a dark environment to
watch me develop film.

Allin all, I got to make some great
black and white prints.

I never made the jump to color
prints as that was just in its infancy
and cost real money of which I had
none having spent it on developing
girls instead of film. It was at this
time that my money was going to the
positives gained from hanging around
girls and not with the negatives from
some camera.

So that hobby went the way of
many dreams that young men have
when faced with the choice between
a hobby or a girlfriend. The winners
of that tug-a-war was the local Pizza
Hut and movie theater.

Fast forward past the development
of color TV, photos and movies
and there was a resurgence in the
simplistic allure of black and white
photos in the art community. There is
something striking about a picture in
black and white and maybe it’s just
that it is different and like fashions,
returns every few years.

Recently we have been faced with
the dreaded corona and a lot of things
have returned to days of yore. It’s
like slipping back into those black
and white photos with people home
schooling their children, making their
own bread and cutting their own hair
(#CoronaHaircut) as opposed to salon
maintenance.

With any endeavor one mustlook at
something called sustainability or the
ability for something to be sustained
at a certain level. And of late, with
the social distancing restrictions in
place now for over a month, we are
seeing a return to a black and white
world in ways we never imagined.

They say 60 is the new 40 and we
really started to believe that with

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

latherings of essential oil on their
skin to look young again. Suddenly,
though, OI’ Dutch is noticing that
shades of black and white are creeping
into the normally luxurious blonde
hairdos on these same women.

A general panic is developing
across this nation and if the scientists
themselves do not find a cure for the
dreaded disease O’ Dutch thinks
women will rise up and do it for them.
Andeven though the old movies were
in black and white and silent, these
modern day beauties are not going
to slide quietly back into the days
of dingy gray crowns of glory on
their heads.

Now OI’ Dutch has been talked
into a lot of things by persons of
the opposite sex including doing
highlights on hair and coloring the
same tresses so I do have some
knowledge of the goings-ons of
creatures of the female gender.

Which got me to thinking (darn it,
quarantine has not improved Trixie’s
eye rolling affliction) that when this
pandemic breaks,Ol’ Dutch just might
be able to turn the certain traffic jam at
the local salons into a money making
venture of his own.

Nothing draws women into a salon
like a man doing hair and making
nice. O’ Dutch pretty well knows
he can dye hair and maybe be nice
long enough to collect on the efforts.

And having shoed a few horses,
I might even be able to extend my
services to the long abused piggies
of these same ladies.

Wherever this day may find you,
please know that Trixie and I think
about each of you and wish you the
very best. May God bless this nation
once and keep us all safe until we
meet again.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com.Additional news can be found at
www.troutrepublic .com or on Twitter
at TroutRepublic.

Spiritual self-sufficiency
during the COVID crisis

Many people are finding that while
co-existing together physically is a
challenge, especially when there are
children now to educate at home,
keepingthefaithalive withoutbeingable
toaccess theirchurchesis muchtougher.

There are loud cries on the internet
and the nightly news of those forbidden
to access their churches and this is
understandable; no one wishes to
see religion suppressed in any way,
especially at a time when so many need
that support the most.

But for this brief space in time at
least, it might be profitable spiritually
for those who associate their practice
of faith primarily with fellowship to
take a step back and examine their
personal relationship with God. They
mightdiscoverthatdepending primarily
on Him and His providence in these
distressing times is far more important
that the direction of a pastor, priest,
church elder or a Bible study group.

This is not to say that these other
aids are not desirable normally, only
that God sometimes sends us trials to
force us to re-examine our lives and
our relationship with Him, and this may
be the opportunity we need to do that.
Many have found over the years that for
various reasons, whether it be distance
from a church of choice, disunity and
dissonance in various congregations, the
impersonal atmosphere of amegachurch
or disillusionment with their clergy that
worshippingintheirhomesisasatisfying

option.

Home church is actually a well-
recognized movement today among
people of many faiths, as described
in the 1997 book, The Church Comes
Home,by Robertand JuliaBanks.Inthe
prefacetotheirbook, the Banksdescribe
a“home church” as “akind of extended
Christian family that involves singles,
marrieds and their children. It meets
regularly to develop a communally
shared Christian life, relate each other’s
faith toeveryday life and to deepen each
member’s relationship with God.”

According to the American pollster
George Barna as quoted in Christianity
Today, “as many as 30,000 house
churches were established as of 2009,
and it was estimated then that six to
12 million Americans attend them.”
Internet sources indicate this number
hasonlyincreased overthe years. House
churches are mentioned several times in
the Bible, in the book of Acts and the
epistles of St. Paul.

While COVID-19 guidelines may
temporarily limit home church to the
family unit, this, like homeschooling,
canbeaperfecttimeto strengthen bonds
of faith with children and loved ones.
It can allow families to focus on those
things that inspire hope, dispel fear and
prepare for the sacrifices and challenges
that may lie ahead.

Many internetand writtenresourcesare
available, including sermon broadcasts,
to help families establish a home church

My Two bents

By TERESA BENNS

and adopt a worship plan suitable to
their needs. Having worshipped in a
home church myself for the past 35
years, I can personally testify to the fact
that setting aside a place in the home for
personal worship and being able to visit
there regularly is a great comfort and an
indispensable aid to true spirituality.

Hopefully, as testing becomes readily
available, those carrying the virus
and those who are already ill can be
successfully treated and isolated and
we can gradually return to normal as a
nation. But until then, prayer is a more
powerful weapon than we know, and
Christ can be in the midst of those who
love Him, even when only two or three
are gathered in His name.

LETTER

Rio Grande Hospital Clinics have expanded
our services to offer telemedicine

To the editor,

RioGrandeHospitaland Clinics wants
to assure our patients and community
that we are closely monitoring and
respondingtothe COVID-19 pandemic.
We are doing our best to protect and
serve you and our community. We are
writing this letter to update you on what
is happening at Rio Grande Hospital
and the things you can do to prepare
yourselves and your family.

The Rio Grande Hospital Clinics
have expanded our services to offer
telemedicine (telehealth) to limit the
risks of inperson visits, especially
for high-risk patients: this includes
anyone over the age of 65 or those
with underlying medical conditions
including but not limited to asthma,
COPD, heart disease, advanced kidney
disease or diabetes.

COVID-19planning may be different
from what you are used to for several
reasons:

Most people who get COVID-19
have mild to moderate symptoms and
can be treated at home.

Those who do have a severe case are
often older and sicker, and symptoms
often progress rapidly.

Some people with COVID-19 may

machine for many weeks in the ICU.
Even with this support, many people
will not survive.

We hope by now you have heard all
the ways you can protect yourself, but
here is a reminder.

Practice physical distancing. Maintain
asix-footdistance fromotherpeople and
wear a mask when out in public.

Practice good hand hygiene.

Don’ttouch your face withunwashed
hands.

Reach out and support neighbors,
friends, and family who may be more
susceptible to this infection.

Stay informed of guidelines from
the department of public health and
government.

What you can do to plan ahead in
case you do require hospitalization due
to COVID-19:

Choose aMedical Decisionmaker (or
“medical power or attorney”’)

This person will speak for you if you
cannot speak for yourself . He/she will
make sure your doctors know about the
care you want

A good medical decision maker is
someone who:

Knows you, your values and your
wishes

what is best for you

Is available to talk to your doctor and
care team by phone

Talk to your medical decision maker
and let him/her know your wishes. This
is the most important step. If you know
what you want for your medical care,
share this now.

This Conversation Project website
canhelp: http://theconversationproject.
org

ConsideranAdvance Directive —this
allows youto writedown what you want
for your medical care

Ifyouhave anadvance directive,find
it, review it and share it

Consider making a telehealth
appointment with your primary care
provider to discuss your wishes for
medical care. We are here to help.

We are here to support you. Please
reach out to us at 719-657-2418 if you
have any questions, would like more
information or would like to schedule
a telehealth visit or phone call.

If you or a loved one has concerns
about potential coronavirus infection:
fever, cough, shortness of breath or
other flu-like symptoms,we ask thatyou
please call our hotline at 719-657-4990.

Rio Grande Hospital Clinic

grandmas seen in tight leggings and become so ill they need a breathing  You trust to follow your wishes and Providers
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Texas attorney general challenges Gunnison County order

By TERESA L. BENNS

GUNNISON COUNTY — The
neighboring county of Gunnison was
slapped April 9 with a letter from
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
challenging the county’s treatment of
second homeowners as unconstitutional
and discriminatory, although the letter
does not threaten any legal action.

Many Texans own second homes in
Gunnison County and in the county’s
fifth amended public health order have
beeninstructed to return home during the
COVID-19 virus crisis. Park County is
considering similar measures.

Gunnison County has threatened non-
resident homeowners with a $5,000 fine
and 18 months in jail if they attempt to
visit their homes. This was relaxed on
April 11 in the county’s sixth amended
public health order issued by the county.
In it, nonresidents who have been in
Gunnison County 14 days before the
order may remain in the county as long
as they comply with the other conditions
of the order.

Currently the Colorado Department of
Health and environment is reporting 99
COVID-19 cases in Gunnison County
and three deaths. Among rural counties
this is one of the higher numbers of cases
reported in the state.

Those arriving in Gunnison County
over the past two weeks are ordered to
return home per the fifth public health
order, unless they have received an
exemption from Health and Human
Services Director Joni Reynolds.
Nonresidents who are not physically
here also are prohibited from coming to
Gunnison County.

Atotal of 199 requests for exemptions
fromsecondhomeownershave currently
been granted the Colorado Sun reported,
allowing non-residents with second
homes in the county to remain in their
homes because they were already in-
residence March 14.

In an April 13 letter posted to their
website, commissioners, the mayor
and former mayor of Crested Butte, the
mayor of Gunnison and all three county

commissioners wrote: “This isnot meant
to be a rejection of you, your family or
your positive contributions to Gunnison
County. We have to acknowledge the
limitations of our small critical care
hospital [20 beds] with no ICU.

“Put simply, if we have a spike of
COVID-19 patients in addition to
‘normal’ emergency calls, there is a real
possibility our hospital will not meet the
critical needs of an increased population.
We are asking for the time needed to
ensure we have the equipment, testing
and capacity to address this public health
crisis.”

In his letter, the Gunnison County
Times reported, Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton says: “While I applaud
several measures Gunnison County
has taken to ensure the health and
safety of its citizens, the banishment of
nonresident Texashomeownersisentirely
unconstitutional and unacceptable.”

Thelettergoesontosay, “Tounlawfully
prevent Texasfrominhabitingorenjoying
property that they own, regardless of
its location within the U.S., is a blatant
violation of our Constitution.”

Paxton argues that the Privileges
and Immunities Clause of the U.S.
Constitution guarantees a citizen of one
state will be “treated as a welcome visitor
rather than an unfriendly alien when
temporarily present in another State.”

Fourth amended Saguache County
Health order issued

Saguache County has issued its fourth
amended public health order, which
strongly encourages visitors and non-
residents to return to their homes but
does not forbid them to enter the county.

All visitors to Saguache County are
strongly advised to return home by the
safest and quickest means available
and non-resident homeowners are
strongly encouraged to stay in their state
of residence or to return to their state
of origin until the order is lifted. Only
those engaging in the businesses allowed
in the initial order (health facilities,
dentists, pharmacies, grocery stores,

automobilerepairshops,autopartsstores,
laundromats, discount department stores
newspapers andradiostationsandothers)
are exempt from the order but must still
follow health guidelines.

All those affected by the order may
request a judicial review of its terms.

Some residents and business owners
have objected that the Saguache County
order allows liquor and marijuana
dispensaries, also other businesses
questionably deemed ‘“‘essential” to
continue to operate, butnoexemptions or
provisions are made forchurches.Recent
finesissuedtochurchgoersinotherstates,
even though only congregating in their
cars in church parking lots, also have
been challenged by church pastors and
constitutional attorneys.

In Saguache County, only nine people
mayattendany giveneventandthoseover
60 are highly encouraged not to attend.
Employees workinginallowednecessary
businesses are to be screened daily and
sent home if symptomatic. Restaurants,
bars, taverns and taprooms are closed
except for delivery/takeout service.
Day care centers, childcare centers,
home childcare centers, community
recreational centers,schools and libraries
must remain closed.

Contact with those present is to
be limited to 10 minutes at a time if
distancing of 6 feet is maintained.
Allowed businesses also are to follow
Center for Disease Control guidelines for
disinfecting their establishments.

Anyone who has traveled away from
Saguache County for more than 24 hours
as of March 13 and who resides in an
apartment, dormitory or long-term hotel
is to isolate and quarantine themselves
fromall persons fora period of two weeks
under penalty of law.

Anyone who has tested positive for
the COVID-19 virus is ordered under
penalty of law to isolate and quarantine
themselves from all other persons for a
period of seven days from the onset of
symptoms (cough, shortness of breath,
fever) or 72 hours after all fever has
disappeared.

Saguache Sheriff Office
assists in stolen guns seizure

Chaffee County Sheriff’s
Office, Buena Vista Police
Department, Alamosa County
Sheriff’s Office and Alamosa
Police Department assisted in
the raid, which netted numerous
rifles including a 50 caliber AR-10
and AR-15.

The weapons had been reported
stolen out of Buena Vista and the
investigation is ongoing.

By TERESA L. BENNS

SAGUACHE COUNTY —
According to a press release from
the Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office,Saguache County deputies
and law enforcement officials
from two other counties executed
a multijurisdictional warrant
April 13 at a residence near the
Lazy KV Estates.
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MOUNTAIN VALLEY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER

By MOUNTAIN VALLEY
SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT
TrAVIS GAROUTTE

At Mountain Valley School, our
mission is to provide a welcoming,
safe, and inclusive community while
building relationships and supporting
lifelong learning. With the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic and beginning
on the day Mountain Valley School
closed its doors to in-person learning,
we have followed six principles, along
withourmission, to guide every decision
we make.

Mountain Valley School Guiding
Principles:

We will continue to support each
other as well as our students, families,
and community.

We will continue to provide free and
equitable learning opportunities for our
students and families.

We will continue to provide nutritious
breakfasts and lunches for our families.

We will continue to provide
opportunities for our certified and

CREMATION

classified staff to participate in
meaningful work that supports learning
in our community.

Asaschoolcommunity,wewillprovide
positiveand loyal leadership throughour
teamwork, communication, flexibility,
and problem-solving capabilities. Our
actions will be seen by our parents,
students, and community members.
As educators, we are all community
leaders, and we will make a difference
in the culture of our community during
this time. The expectation is that our
leadership and the difference that we
make will be positive and uplifting to
our community.

® We will be flexible, kind, and
solution oriented as we navigate these
uncharted waters.

Stress can bring out the worst in
people; however, it can also bring out
the best in people. I have seen firsthand
how the COVID-19 crisis has brought
out the greatness of our school and
community. I am proud of Mountain
Valley School, and I am proud of our
Saguache community.

Ihavebeenextremely impressed with
how quickly and positively our staff at
Mountain Valley School responded to
the needs of our students and families.
With less than a day’s preparation,
every staff member jumped right in and
found a way to provide remote learning
opportunities as well as grab-and-go
meals for our students. School secretary
Patty Williams serves her community
with a smile.

Mountain Valley Teachers quickly
tackled a steep learning curve and
adapted lessons for remote learning
during the school closure. Reading,
writing, and arithmetic are certainly
important; however, during the
COVID-19 school closure and stay
at home orders, connections and
relationships are essential. As humans,
we are hard-wired for connection
and thrive when safe relationships
and a sense of belonging are present.
Mountain Valley staff has prioritized
relationships before rigor and love
before lessons. In an attempt to stay
connected to our students, our staff has

already logged over 1,000 calls and
video conferences with students since
the school closure.

Providing nutritious and healthy
meals for our students during the school
closure is also a priority at Mountain
Valley. No child should ever go hungry.
Ourfoodservice departmenthad worked
diligently toensure thatallkidsages0-18
have wholesome breakfasts and lunches.
Currently, we have two grab-and-go
locations, Monday through Thursday
from 10-11 am, one at Mountain Valley
Schooland oneatthe KV Clubhouse. We
also offer home meal delivery options
for our families.

The Mountain Valley School
transportation department has been
busy during the school closure ensuring
that all students have access to learning
materials, nutritiousmeals,and adequate
technology resources. Although our
transportation team is no longer
transporting students, they are making
ahugedifferenceby providing equitable
access to academic and nutritional
services. Mealsaredelivered daily while

educational content, computers, and
supplies are delivered weekly.

TheCiellodivisionof SanLuis Valley
Rural ElectricCooperativehas partnered
with Mountain Valley School to ensure
that all students have equitable access
to the internet and remote learning
opportunities. During the COVID-19
epidemic,Ciellohas waived installation
fees,equipment fees,and contractlength
obligations for our families without
connectivity. Mountain Valley School is
matching this contribution by paying for
internetservice through theremainder of
the school year. To date, we have been
able to provide internet access for 15
families in our district who previously
lacked adequate internet connectivity.

Duringthe pastfew weeks,Thavebeen
amazed at the resilience, compassion,
and kindness of our staff, students, and
the Saguache community.Inatime when
it would be easy for our worst to come
out, the greatness of our community
is shining brightly. I have never been
more thankful or proud to call Saguache
my home.

Continued from Page 1A
That review has now been postponed
indefinitely.

In an email Tuesday, Interim
Saguache County Land Use Director
Amber Wilson confirmed that, “We do
have anapplicant thatis requesting todo
an open-air cremation site, but all of our
Planning Commission meetings have
been postponed until further notice.”
In commissioner meeting minutes,
Wilsoncommented thatZoommeetings
are being considered for the Planning
Commission meetings.

For those not familiar with outdoor
cremations, only one other place in the
country is currently conducting them:
The Crestone End of Life Project
(CEOLP).

Wilson reports: “CEOLP has been
approved with the county since 2007.
They are allowed tohave 24 cremations
in a three consecutive-year period but
not to exceed 12 cremations per year.
We have not received any complaints
onthemand they have to go through the
Colorado Department of Public Health
and environment (CDPHE) for a burn
permit.”

“Since2008 ,the grouphasfacilitated20
cremations atthe permanentcommunity
cremation site just west of Crestone on
property owned and generously made
available by Steve Allen and Angelique
Farrow of Dragon Mountain Temple”
(https://crestoneeagle.com/crestone-
end-of-life-project-in-the-end-there-is-
only-love/).

The Crestone End of Life Project
(CEOLP)isanonprofitorganizationrun
entirely by volunteers that supports and
assists the implementation of family-
arranged home funerals.

According to the CEOLP website,
its Crestone operation is “the only
completely legal non-denominational,
nonprofit open-air cremation service in
the country.”

Cremation costs are $425 but families

can choose to give more. On-site
volunteers counsel grieving families,
help make home arrangements for the
deceased before cremation and provide
kindling for the hearth the day before
the ceremony.

The website, in a disclaimer to
its services, also notes that owing to
Department of Regulatory Agencies
(DORA) requirements CEOLP does
not:

1. Transportthe body of the deceased,;
2. Provide refrigeration for
the body of the deceased; or
3.Provide alocation in which the body
of the deceased can remain in repose.

Ethical and environmental concerns

A 2013 HuffPost article describes
how cremation was introduced to
America via the occult and is tied to
belief in reincarnation. These religious
and other concerns are among those
expressed by residents generally when
informed of a second cremation site
pending in the area.

Odors from the site that could drift
across adjoining property is just one
of several other ethical concerns to
consider. According to one internet
article. J.D. Salinger, who helped
liberate concentration camps in World
War 11, told his daughter, “You never
really get the smell of burning flesh out
of your nose entirely. No matter how
long you live.”

In a crematorium, there is usually
no smell because the emissions are
processed to destroy the smoke and
vaporize the gases that would smell.
Some crematories have a secondary
afterburner to help burn the body
completely. In outdoor cremations, the
body usually takes three hours to burn
completely, but can take much longer,
depending on weather conditions.

The strength of the odors emitted or
how long they mightlingeris unknown,
especially given winds in the county
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being what they are. Even though
crematories are said to eliminate these
smells, many toxic agents are released
into the air, such as mercury, nitrous
oxide and sulphur dioxide, to name a
few. Some residents who have objected
to commercial crematoriums near their
neighborhoods insist they can smell
burninghairand flesh fromtime totime.

In addition, the idea they are living
in such close proximity to death every
day is very disquieting and even
psychologically distressing to some
people.

Pollutantsgenerated by cremation

A Wordpress document claims that
with an open-air cremation, a family
receives all the ashes which include the
huge pile of wood that is used for the
pyre and the cremated remains of their
loved one. The total can amount to 5
gallons of ash.

Fifty to 60 million trees are burned
during cremations every year in India.
“When you are burning those trees,
you are emitting about 8 million tons

of carbon dioxide or greenhouse gas
emissions,” said Mokshda Green
Cremation System director Anshul
Garg.

A 2019 National Geographic article
estimates Garg’s green cremation
system “‘saves more than 480,000 trees,
averting about 60,000 metric tons of ash
from rivers, and releasing 60,000 fewer
metrictonsof greenhouse gasemissions”
(https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/
environment-and-conservation/2019/11/
environmental-toll-cremating-dead).

CNN reports that “Air pollution
and deforestation are not the only
environmental threats caused by
cremation: They also generate large
quantities of ash, which are later thrown
intorivers,adding to the toxicity of their
waters, according to Mokshda.

“Itsaysitsaffordable energy-efficient
‘Green Cremation System’ generates
minimum airand water pollution, while
taking into consideration the religious
needs of Hindus. The wood-based
system consists of a man-sized grate
beneath a roof and a chimney, which

reduces heat loss. The wood is placed
on the metal base, which enables better
air circulation around the flames.

“Garg says the benefits are manifold:
It takes up to two hours and 150-200
kilograms of wood to burn a body
completely, while a traditional pyre
takes six hours and burns 500-600
kilograms of wood. As aresult, he says,
the cost is reduced significantly, and
emissions are cut by up to 60 percent.”
(See entire article at https://www.cnn.
com/2011/09/12/world/asia/india-
funeral-pyres-emissions/index.html).

Thesystemproposedforthe Saguache
County cremation site,also the CEOLP
system, is not a green design. This
despite the environmental concerns of
many inthe Crestone/Moffatarea. Some
have compared the site being situated
inarural residential/agricultural area to
the siting of marijuana retail businesses
co-mingled in these same areas.

“It’s just not co-sympatic with
what we came here for,” one resident
commented. “Who wants that next
door?”

Valley-Wide Welcomes
Catherine Wilson
FNP, APRN
to

Convenient Care Community Clinic
1131 Main Street, Alamosa

Catherine “Cece” pursued her graduate
education at Walden University in
Minneapolis. She strives to be caring and
supportive to her patients and
community. Her desire is to help people
be the best they can be. In her free time,
CeCe enjoys hiking with her dog, cooking,
and watching a good movie!

Walk-Ins available every day at our
Convenient Care Clinic!

719-589-2562
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Continued from Page 1A
appear that the San Luis Valley is a
safe haven from COVID-19. In the
San Luis Valley we have 22 confirmed
cases with two COVID-19 related
fatalities. April 10 the San Luis Valley
Public Health Partnership announced
that only 155 people had been tested
for the virus. Obviously, thisis a very
limited sample and only equates to
one-third of 1 percent of the San
Luis Valley population who have
been tested. The perception that the
San Luis Valley is a COVID-19 safe
refuge is a misnomer. Statewide the
testing percentage of the population
is not much better and is at three-
quarters of 1 percent.

In an effort to get a more accurate
perspective of how many cases
are in the valley, the San Luis
Valley Public Health Partnership
(SLVPHP) conducted a symptom

IMPACT

self-reporting survey which Valley
Publishing promoted in its papers
and on social media. As of April 10,
SLVPHPreported that there were 242
respondents who reported symptoms
consistent with COVID-19 since
March 15. The SLVPHP health
officials caution that “this data are
also incomplete because it is limited
to those who have chosen to self-
report, and because it is not backed
up by actual testing. As frustrating as
it may seem, there is no way for us to
say with any accuracy exactly how
many people in the San Luis Valley
have the virus, exactly who they are,
or exactly where they live.”

Lately residents of the Valley
are reporting seeing more and
more out-of-state license plates
passing through the Valley. In a 10
minute span at 9 a.m. April 14, at

the intersection of highways 285
and 160 in Monte Vista, nearly 20
percent of the cars passing through
the intersection had out-of-state tags.
Most likely most are going to their
second homes for the summer. This
is only going to exasperate the spread
of the virus and does not concur with
the stay-at-home order in place in all
states except North Dakota.
Ourlocal health care system cannot
handle an influx of out-of-state
residents who may be infected with
COVID-19 and need medical or ICU
care. Hospitals in Rio Grande County
do not have ICU units. Traditionally
the population of towns such as South
Fork have winter populations of
around 300 and summer populations
of 3,000. At this time, we do not have
the needed COVID-19 tests, medical
facilities or first responders to handle

Continued from Page 1A
on.The meal side of senior citizens has
been closed and is just delivering, but
the driver retired and they are looking
foranother one. There have been some
requests for grab-and-go meals.

Social Services Director Linda
Warsh

Warsh stated her employees are
working staggered schedules and the
ones that work in Center stay in Center
and the ones who are in Saguache stay
in Saguache. They are continuing
with the commodities program and
are not required to have signatures.
Volunteers are also delivering to
the more vulnerable, older people.
Commissioner Lovato asked Warsh
how the funds are holding up during
this time. Warsh stated she has applied
for multiple grants.

Saguache Public Health Director
Lynette Grant

Saguache County Public Health is
working with other local public health
departments to make sure the correct
messaging is being provided. They
are moving away from focusing on the
number of tests because there are not
enough supplies,and the true numbers
aren’t really there. Twelve Saguache
County residents have been tested.

A survey was made to try to get a
more accurate number of cases. There
is a marijuana grow that has had
people sick and public health followed
up because of complaints. Employees
stated they are not following social
distancing orders.

Interim Land Use Administrator
Amber Wilson

Teajuana, LTD presented a
modification of their conditional use
permit with the county to add CBD
infused products to their THC infused
product line. Commissioners voted
to postpone the decision until April

SURVEY

Continued from Page 1A

21 so assite visit could be scheduled.

Commissioners approved a
variance request from Dayold, LLC
/ Huckleberry Farms, LLC to reduce
the amount of their reclamation
bond from $10,000. Commissioners
approved the variance.

Wilson reported that “the Land
Use Office has been very busy within
these last four months and it is only
getting busier. It has been hectic with
everything ouroffice does withonly two
of us in here and usually it is a three-
and-a-half-personoffice (three full-time
people and one part time person.”

She asked commissioners if she
could advertise for a position for a
Land Use Clerk, since this is well
within the Land Use budget. The
Board agreed that with the current
COVID situation, it’s not the right
time.

Commissioners voted to suspend
all planning commission meetings
until May 1. Those with pending
conditional use requests have the
option to withdraw their request
with full refund until the end of the
moratorium.

County Administrator Wendi Maez

The Tourism Council applied for
and received for three level I multi-
port EVSE (car-charging stations) in
the amount of $27,000 or 80 percent
of the project cost, whichever is
lower. The Colorado Energy Office
is requesting formal acceptance of
the award. The project will need to
be completed by June 30. It is being
discussed to extend the June 30 date
toalaterdate due to COVID19. From
discussion, there are companies that
will be chosen to install the stations,

HEART of Saguache/KV has
requested a reallocation of their
Cinco De Mayo approved Youth
and Senior Sales Tax Grant due
to the Cinco De Mayo celebration
being canceled for this year. They

4. How safe do you feel in Center?

- Extremely safe 4.17 percent

- Very safe 20.83 percent

- Somewhat safe 54.17 percent

- No so safe 12.5 percent

- Not at all safe 8.33 percent

5. How is crime in Center since
Chief Meek took over the department
six months ago?

- Much better 26.09 percent

- Better 43.48 percent

- About the same 26.09 percent

- Worse 4.35 percent

- Much worse 0 percent

6. Do you use any of the following
online communication tools toengage
with fellow member of the Center
Community? (Please select all that

apply.)

- Paper bulletins 20.83 percent

- email list 8.3 percent

- Facebook 75.0 percent

- Snapchat 12.5 percent

- Group Chat 8.33 percent

- None of above 20.83 percent

7. What do you like most about
Center? Most respondents indicate
they like Center’s small size and the
people who live here.

8. What do you like least about
Center? Most respondents indicate
they dislike Center’s drug problem,
crime problem, a lack of social
activities and a lack of housing.

Future surveys also will be posted
and Meek invites Center residents to
participate in them.

are asking for the $4,000 approved
to be changed to be used toward
COVID-19 relief to purchase food
and necessary supplies to give out
to the communities of Saguache and
Lazy KV Estates. Commissioners
approved the reallocation of the
grant funds.

A policy for emergency meetings
review is available for discussion and
possible adoption.

Maez purchased a laptop,
microphone and speakers for the
commissioners virtual meeting
requirement. The equipment will
be tested and ready to work for the
Tuesday meetings.

Two executive sessions were
scheduled during the meeting for
personnel issues and one for legal
issues. The meeting adjourned at2 p.m.

this dramatic increase in population.

Mineral County currently has a
mandatory 14 day quarantine for
anyone coming into the county who
has been outside of the county for
more than 24 hours. The public health
director of Gunnison County, which
borders Saguache County in the San
Luis Valley and has the second highest
infection rate per thousand in the
state, also does nothave ICU hospital
rooms. Gunnison County recently
issued an order that nonresidents,
regardless of whether they own a
residence in Gunnison County, are
imposing unnecessary burdens on
health care, public services, first
responders, food supplies and other
essential services. The order went on
to state that visitors were “creating
issues” with regard to enforcement
of the stay-at-home order and that the

presence of nonresidents and visitors,
including nonresident homeowners,
would no longer be permitted in order
to address the COVID-19 pandemic.
Visitors cannot stay unless they are
granted an exemption or waiver by
the Public health director.

The most effective way to prevent
COVID-19 is to follow the social
distancing and to abide by stay-at-
home orders to avoid contact with
others as much as possible. If you
have to go outside your house or
are an essential worker and have to
be around others, wear a mask. In
addition to the public health orders
from the state, there may be more
restrictive orders in place within your
county or state. Make sure that you
understand the current public health
orders for the state or county in which
you live and may work.
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Eunice Catherine
Barnes, 89

Eunice Catherine Barnes was

As the youngest of four siblings, TALK, TEXT & DATA
Zerney Barnes, Jr., Richard Barnes [ STTs IR BT CR EETSTITIG T TN T TR QUUVAG ETIGRGG T Il NEW Better Unlimited Plan Jline/mo.
and Elizabeth Barnes (MacKinnon). [*527 ; % D T i
Eunice spent her early years among o
many friends and relatives. After
graduating from Florida State
University and beginning a lifetime
career of elementary school teaching,
she married Harold Douglas Harris,
Jr.on Jan. 16, 1954, and became an
Army wife. She cheerfully managed
the many moves that followed.
Eunice and Harold along with their
three children, Doug, Charles and
Katherine had the opportunity to
live in Georgia, New Jersey, France,
Montana and Florida. The family
moved to Alamosa, Colorado in
1970 and Eunice and Harold put
down permanent roots in the San
Luis Valley. Eunice remained in
contact with the many friends she
met throughout her life. She and
Harold visited many of them as they
traveled across the country over the
years. Eunice was an active P.E.O.
member for over 65 years and was
very much loved by her P.E.O.
sisters. Music was very important
in her life and she played both the
piano and the organ. She also sang in
the choir during her life as a member
of every Methodist Church she
attended. Eunice also accompanied,
on the piano, many student’s music
performances throughout the years.
Eunice was an avid bridge player

k=4
and actually met Harold on a “blind
date” for a bridge game. She was I
known for baking cookies and

made thousands over her lifetime

for children to enjoy painting. Her -
love of children was reflected by n rv I
the many who considered her ‘their’

Grandma Harris.
Eunice was preceded in death by

@ =
ger hUSba.nd Harold, son Doug and Buck B. from Mitchell, NE | 3-year Viaero customer
aughter-in-law Susan. ® ey o i R b
She is survived by her son Charlie ittty Dbt L i e e

(Debbie) Harris,daughter Kay Harris
Risdahl and her grandchildren,

Corey (Rachel) Harris, Holly (Tom "My service with Viaero is flawless. I've been on the

Yanker) Harris, Katie Risdahl, : :

Christi Risdahl. Tim (Sabrina) Biggs back roads and out to New Mexico, and qlmte gﬁen

and Jay (Charity) Biggs. | have three or four bars, no problem. | think Viaero Tﬁ
Eunice was a much loved wife, competes with all the big dogs with no issues.” D

mother, grandmother, great-

be missed by all who knew and coverage at home, across the United States, and

loved her.

Cremation was selected and bE’}fDHd. WIRELESS

a memorial service followed by | Are you ready for better? Join your neighbors and
interment at Homelake Cemetery i ; |
will be held atalater time. To express switch to Viaero J[Ddﬁ‘y'
condolences to the family, please
visit www.rogersfunerals.com

Rogers Family Mortuary in Find a store near you at stores.viaero.com

Alamosaisincareofthearrangements.
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= —getting sick

CUBoulderresearchers have developed an af-fordable, over-the-counter test that can detectsig-nals
ofinfection before symptoms arise. Their goal is to make it commercially available within sixmonths.

CU Boulder scientists developed COVID-19
test that knows you’re sick before you do

COLORADO — Imagine a test
that could tell you if you were infected
with COVID-19 before you had a sin-
gle symptom, came at an affordable
price without the need to go to a doc-
tor, and returned re-sults in minutes.

Those who tested positive could
swiftly quarantine themselves, while
those who tested nega-tive could head
to work or spend time with family
without fear of spreading infection.

That’s the vision behind a new Uni-
versity of Colorado-born technology
that researchers are fast-tracking in
hopes of not only helping to curb the
current pandemic but also radically
change the way we track disease in
the future.

“With most infectious diseases, by
the time you develop symptoms you
have already been con-tagious for
days and out and about spreading it
to people,” said Nicholas Meyerson,

a scientist in the department of Mo-
lecular, Cellular and Developmental
Biology (MCDB) and CEO of Dar-
win Biosciences, a startup formed to
commercialize the SickStick. “Our
device acts at the earli-est stage of
infection. It knows you’re sick before
you do.”

For a decade, Meyerson has been
working with MCDB professor Sara
Sawyer, a virologist at the BioFron-
tiers Institute, to understand the basic
science underlying the body’s early
immune response to infection. While
most labs and tests have focused on
antibodies — proteins in the blood that
signal a mounting defense against a
bacteria or virus — Sawyer’s lab has
taken a different approach.

“Antibodies don’t arise in your
body until after the copy number of a
pathogen has gotten very large,” said
Sawyer, noting that this can take days

Courtesy photo

How to wear a
cloth face covering

Cloth face coverings should —
e fit snugly but comfortably
against the side of the face

* be secured with ties or ear

loops

* include multiple layers of

fabric

e allow for breathing without

restriction

¢ be able to be laundered and
machine dried without dam-
age or change to shape

Center for Disease Control
(CDC) on Homemade Cloth Face

Coverings

CDC recommends wearing cloth
face coverings in public settings
where other social distancing mea-
sures are difficult to maintain (e.g.,
grocery stores and pharmacies),
especially in areas of significant
community-based transmission.

CDC also advises the use of
simple cloth face coverings to slow
the spread of the virus and help
people who may have the virus and
do not know it from transmitting

it to others. Cloth face coverings
Please see COVER on Page 3

or —in the case of coronavirus —more
than two weeks. “They are the last
chapter in the immunology textbook.
We specialize in the first chapter — the
smoke signals that infected cells send
off to indicate a pathogen is present.”

Disease ‘smoke signals’

Those smoke signals, called nucleic
acids, rise up in the cells within hours
of exposure to a virus and can make
their way into saliva. With this in
mind, and a $3 million grant from
the Depart-ment of Defense in hand,
Sawyer and Meyerson set out two
years ago to develop a new kind of
diagnostic test. Also involved are re-
searchers from the BioFrontiers labs
of associate professor Robin Dowell
and professor Roy Parker, and Dr. Eric
Poeschla at the CU Anschutz Medical
Cam-pus.

“There is a lot of utility in knowing

Please see TEST on Page 2

The lone pine

“So, how’d yer dad git that big dent on the
door?” I asked Dave. Truth is, it was quite an
accomplishment for one single dent to stand
out from all the other wear and tear, deterio-
ration and assorted damage that covered his
1983 Ford Ranger diesel pickup truck like
elephant tracks on a styrofoam cooler.

“It’s a long story,” sighed Dave.

Dave went with his mom and dad to gather
the last of the cows off their forest permit
above Feather Falls in the Sierra Madres of
southern California. Dad drove the old stock
truck with racks made outta airport landing
and pulled a portable Powder River load-
ing chute with panels. Dave followed in the
Ranger. It took’em a while but they finally
loaded 16 head of cows and calves. Then Dad
spotted one ol’ cow that had held back. She’d
calved recently but the calf was nowhere
in sight. They had spotted lion track in the
vicinity. They searched till Mom, the family
tracker, found the little calf under a bush.

BAXTE

ONTHEEDGE OF COMMON SENSE

[ ] |
[ | |
[ |

They could feel the storm comin’ and were
relieved to get the last cow squeezed onto
the load. They packed the loading chute and
started down the mountain. Dave followed
in the Ranger with the new calf in the cab
beside him. Bear, the faithful cow dog, rode

in the back. Next thing he knew Dad waved
him to a stop. There was a cow down in the
stock truck. Dave pulled ahead, stopped on the
steep mountain road and went back to help.

After several minutes of struggling with the
down cow Dave climbed up to say they’d need
to let some of the other cows out to give her
some room. It was then he noticed the Ranger,
complete with dog and calf, had disappeared!
Dad was hot to catch his favorite truck when
Dave pointed out that wherever it was goin’,
it was already there. The down cow could use
some help right away.

They set up the portable chute, unloaded
four cows, righted the down cow and Dave
took off to find the Ranger. He met Bear
comin’ back up the road at a full gallop, tail
between his legs. Around the first bend Dave
could see the tip of the pickup over the side
of a canyon. It had leaped off the edge and
slid sideways into a lone pine. The next stop
would have been 200 feet at the bottom. The

calf was standin’ in the seat lookin’ out the
back window.

Well, everybody survived although the dog
won’t git back in the pickup and Dave con-
tinues to insist he left it in gear. And Dad...
Dad still takes the hammer to the side panel
now and then in an attempt to make the pine
tree impression blend in with the other dents.

It’s useless, though, like tryin’ to make a
mastodon blend in with a flotilla of Mallard
ducks.

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-
ian and irregular commentator on National
Public Radio,is America’s best-selling cowboy
poet. He is a frequent performer at national
stock shows and rodeos as well as in many
smaller local events. He is author of several
books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons ona
Cow Pie,Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and
Dunny andthe Duck. Baxter Black can be con-
tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com
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that people are getting sick before
they go and infect oth-ers, yet there
is currently only one tool for knowing
that — the thermometer,” said Sawyer,
not-ing that because some pathogens
don’t prompt fever it’s an unreliable
tool. “Our technology fills a void.”

The user spits in a receptacle, sticks
in a strip that soaks up the contents
and within minutes — much like with
an at-home pregnancy test — a series
of lines appear.

The original prototype was de-
signed to be agnostic about the kind of
infection present: one line for healthy;
two lines for sickness brewing. The
researchers envisioned it being used
on military bases. In another scenario,
seemingly healthy civilians who had
been exposed to a virus could pluck
a SickStick off the shelf at the local
drugstore and test themselves.

Then, coronavirus happened, and
Meyerson and Sawyer quickly piv-
oted.

They’ve been in the lab ever since,
working to identify biomarkers that
will enable them to add a third line to
the test that would indicate whether
the user has coronavirus.

“Even before coronavirus it wasn’t
hard to convince people that this de-
vice could be useful,” said Meyerson,
noting that while antibody tests help
identify who is sick or recovered, they
do little to prevent unknowing carri-
ers from spreading disease. “Now,
in this world we are living in, where
people are social distancing and self-
quarantining, it’s very clear that it’s
the device we need.”

Under normal circumstances, the
path from lab to commercial avail-
ability could be years.

But these circumstances are any-

(719) 493-9169

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE

SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING

GUTTER SYSTEM

+ MADE OMNSITE SPECIFICALLY

FOR YOUR HOME

SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

LIFETIME NO-CLOG

arGdard=.

is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*
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« PWITH FREE

thing but normal.

“We have a very ambitious goal of
six months,” said Sawyer.

From lab to market

With patents already secured, they
have several clinical trials in the works
to confirm that the test is accurate in
predicting respiratory infections in
general and help them refine biomark-
ers to predict COVID-19 specifically.

This week, Darwin Biosciences
won first place at the New Venture
Challenge event, earning it an ad-
ditional $55,000 boost on top of a
$126,000 grant from Venture Part-
ners, a CU Boulder office that also
provides mentoring and support to
researcher-led startups. In March, the
com-pany welcomed a new COO,
Rick Whitcomb, a longtime biotech
entrepreneur from Lyons.

“I would be remiss not to call out
the amazing biotech support network
that CU Boulder and this community
has offered us,” said Sawyer. “We are
just university scientists who discov-
ered we had our hands on something
that can really matter. It’s remarkable
how far we’ve come so fast.”

The SickStick team is now working
on an advanced prototype and explor-
ing what it will take to get clearance
from the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, which has sharply expedited its
review process for diagnostic tests for
COVID-19.

While their timeline may not help
to address the current situation, if a
second wave of COVID-19 hits next
fall, they re confident SickStick could
help prevent it from taking hold. And
when other epidemics emerge, we’ll
be ready.

“Long-term,” said Meyerson, “this
could transform how we think about
diagnosing disease.”
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NEWSPAPERS
HAVE YOUR
BACK.

We are grateful for those who have our back in this
important time. The list is long, but we want to
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.
COVID-19 is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work.
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these
challenging times.

From the actions yourlocal governmentis taking, to lists oflocal stores
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you're at home, your
local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need,
when you need it.

WE ARE IN THIS
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.

Subscribe today to any of Valley Publishing newspapers and save 20% - now
only $31.20 annually. If you are already a subscriber to one or more of our
papers you can subscribe to any of our other papers at a discount of 30%
- $23.40 per additional paper subscription. Plus you will receive SLV Life-
styles too with your subscription. All prices are for subscribers who are fulltime
residents of Rio Grande, Alamosa, Saguache, Mineral, Conejos or Costilla
counties only.
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Discover local trails and track closures on the COTREX app

COLORADO - Colorado Parks
and Wildlife has launched a new
trail closure tracking fea-ture on
the Colorado Trail Explorer (CO-
TREX) app to enhance the outdoor
recreation plan-ning experience for
our community. With help from our
local, state, and federal partners
COTREX is now monitoring trail-
related COVID-19 closures across
Colorado on a daily ba-sis. For
the first time, closures and alerts
are now visually represented with
symbols on the COTREX map
when viewing details about a trail,
trailhead or visitor center.

CPW understands how important
outdoor recreation is to your physi-
cal and mental health during the
COVID-19 pandemic. However,
staying close to home and limiting
travel for recreation is essential to
prevent the spread of the virus in our

state. At this time, we en-courage
all Coloradans to stay close to your
home and use local trails and parks
for out-door recreation. Limiting
travel for recreation helps minimize
the strain of visitors on small moun-
tain communities and creates less
burden for our search and rescue
and emergency responders.

To find new trail opportunities in
your community, use the free CO-
TREX app on both web and mobile.
COTREX is a valuable resource
that allows users to discover more
than 45,000 miles of public trails
in Colorado. The trail filter allows
you to customize your search based
on location, recreational activity,
vehicle type, or trail needs like
wheelchair accessibility and dog-
friendly trails. The app also gives
you the ability to create and share
custom routes that show distance,

Implementing safety practices for
critical infrastructure workers

To ensure continuity of operations
of essential functions, the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) advises that
critical infrastructure workers may be
permitted to continue work following
potential exposure to COVID-19,
provided they remain asymptom-
atic and additional precautions are
implemented to protect them and the
community.

A potential exposure means being
a household contact or having close
contact within 6 feet of an individual
with confirmed or suspected CO-
VID-19. The timeframe for having
contact with an individual includes
the period of time of 48 hours before
the individual became symptomatic.

Critical Infrastructure workers
who have had an exposure but remain
asymptomatic should adhere to the
following practices before and during
their work shift:

Pre-Screen: Employers should
measure the employee’s temperature
and assess symptoms before they
starting work. Ideally, temperature
checks should happen before the
individual enters the facility.

Regular Monitoring: As long as
the employee doesn’t have a tem-
perature or symptoms, they should
self-monitor under the supervision of
their employer’s occupational health
program.

Wear a Mask: The employee
should wear a face mask at all times
while in the workplace for 14 days

after last exposure. Employers can
issue facemasks or can approve em-
ployees’ supplied cloth face cover-
ings in the event of shortages.

Social Distance: The employee
should maintain 6 feet and practice
social distancing as work duties per-
mit in the workplace.

Disinfect and Clean workspaces:
Clean and disinfect all areas such
as offices, bathrooms, common
areas, shared electronic equipment
routinely.

If the employee becomes sick
during the day, they should be sent
home immediately. Surfaces in their
workspace should be cleaned and dis-
infected. Information on persons who
had contact with the ill employee dur-
ing the time the employee had symp-
toms and two days before symptoms
should be compiled. Others at the
facility with close contact within 6
feet of the employee during this time
would be considered exposed.

Employers should implement the
recommendations in the Interim
Guidance for Businesses and Em-
ployers to Plan and Respond to
Coronavirus Disease 2019 to help
prevent and slow the spread of
COVID-19in the workplace. Ad-
ditional information about identi-
fying critical infrastructure during
COVID-19 can be found on the
DHS CISA websiteexternal icon or
the CDC’s specific First Responder
Guidance page.
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Rated 5 Stars )

“Meat lovers pizza was
excellent, with a wonderful
crispy but_just chewy
enough crust. Hard to beat
good hearth baked pie.”

-ScottNjol2, Trip Advisor

' 2% offall orders through Aprl 30!

Thank You, south Fork! |

I

|  Offering curbside delivery |

| for pick-up orders! We accept |

| orders by phone and through |
our easy online ordering at |

| www.mountainpizzataproom.com!_}I

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

EASYoniine To-Go Orders:

MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
U'hank you for supporting our employees during this difficult timeJ

elevation, steepness and navigation
to the nearest trailhead.

COTREX plans to track clo-
sures related to trails, parks,
open spaces, visitor centers and
campgrounds. COTREX does not
plan to report closures for public
recreation facilities not associated
with trails, such as playgrounds
and recreation centers. While our
goal is to update COTREX daily,
please make sure to check with
your local land manager for addi-
tional guidance on how and where
to recreate responsibly.

CPW reminds Coloradans to
practice trail safety etiquette while
recreating outdoors and to visit
parks responsibly during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

. Stay at home if you are
sick.
. Participate in the Colorado

Mask Project and wear a nonmedi-
cal mask when you go outside to
protect yourself and our community.

. Spread out on trails and
follow social distancing guidelines.

fashioned from household items
or made at home from common
materials at low cost can be used
as an additional, voluntary public
health measure.

Cloth face coverings should not
be placed on young children un-
derage 2, anyone who has trouble
breathing, or is unconscious,
incapacitated or otherwise un-
able to remove the mask without
assistance.

The cloth face coverings recom-
mended are not surgical masks or
N-95 respirators. Those are critical
supplies that must continue to be
reserved for health care workers
and other medical first responders,
as recommended by current CDC
guidance.

C OV E R Continued from Page 1

Should cloth face coverings
be washed or otherwise cleaned
regularly? How regularly?

Yes. They should be routinely
washed depending on the fre-
quency of use.

How does one safely sterilize/
clean a cloth face covering?

A washing machine should suf-
fice in properly washing a face
covering.

How does one safely remove a
used cloth face covering?

Individuals should be careful
not to touch their eyes, nose, and
mouth when removing their face
covering and wash hands imme-
diately after removing.

. Avoid creating crowds
around trailheads. Adjust your
outdoor recreation plans and use
COTREX to find another local trail
option.

. Avoid dangerous outdoor
activities that can result in a hospital
visit.

For more information about
Colorado’s state parks and outdoor
recreation, visit the CPW website.

SUPER MULTI LEVEL HOME with lots of custom touch-
es and stunning views. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (with sauna)
an office, separate dining room, living room and great room.
Kitchen boasts custom cabinets made b&/ local artist/owner.
Beautifully maintained lawns and gardens adorn separate
outdoor living spaces. 3 car oversized attached garage holds
everything- but there is a shed as well! Placed up on the hill,
there is a?‘eel_ing of “out of town” but all town amenities are
casily accessible. This is a must see! $359,000 Call Kazie
Hayes, MLS #765156

Kazie Hayes, associate Broker

719-850-2827

22 Jackson St. * South Fork
www.legendspremierproperties.com

For Urgent Dental
Care...WeAre Open!

Urgent Dental Care
- Get Relief Now!
Emergencies Seen

Same Day

Are you experiencing:

+ Pain + Swelling + Redness « Infection
+Bleeding « Broken Teeth
Do you have difficulty chewing,
swallowing or breathing?

Don't wait, get relief now,
Call our Urgent Care Hotline now

970-444-1928

Credit Cards
Accepted —

Pagosa(\l
dental /A3
smplant
Center

William F. Thornell
DDS, MAGD, DICOI

Medicare

Certified Provider
paqosadentalimplantcenter.com

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E * Located above Higher Grounds Coffee * 970-444-1298
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Sell your household
items for FREE.
Total value of items must
be $50 or less.

See details below.

é y
CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES 4
ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS P E A L I N E
01 TICKETS 23LAWN & GARDEN  4SANIMAL BREEDING _ 15 V‘é‘;’;‘;g’ Ie;‘;?r 4 n’ezlés. -4 p‘;bl'ca‘:'o"s
02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES 20+ each additional word. 0
03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS 47 HORSES & CATTLE . h d y
04 LOST & FOUND 58 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15Word:s or less for 1 week T ursaa 5°00 pm
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word. c I I 71 9_85 2 _3 5 3 1
06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold |
EMPLOYMENT 29 MUSICAL ITEMS RECREATIONAL for $50 or less « Any Item or Animal being given away. \ or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com
07 HELP WANTED 30 ELECTRONICS/COM- 51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT (Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)
08 WORK WANTED PUTERS 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement:
SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S To place yourad in person come to the office at 835 First E P
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V.’SICAMPERS Ave.inMonteVista, orcall(719)852-3531. Business hours m nt
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT FINANCIAL are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You as a e
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT 56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY  may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email y y
12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS 57 INVESTMENTS at montevistaclass@gmail.com O tlons
13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED TRANSPORTATION .
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS ~ 58 MOTORCYCLES Checkyouradthefirstday: . We accept Visa, Master Card,
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- A . E Di
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us merican cxpress, Uiscover,
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4’S rightaway sowe can correctit.Ifan errorappearsin your Checks, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 22 XBEFJggSF OR SALE day of advertising.
;g Eﬁgm%ggggb@&%TY ig EEEIE)/I%’FS(gEBCTS SERVICES Our ad policy:Valley Publishing acceptsall classified
advertising exceptthatwhich it deems objectionable I A—
21 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES . : . = VISA
22 FRGPEATY WATED s feador. it ot relacrment s wil ot e w -
\\ ' J
05 Notices applicable experience is preferred, but  should be available to work nights, or mailed to Saguache County Road posit. 2 bedroom unfurnished, same

WE BUY ANTLER: 5 miles west
of Del Norte on HWY 160. If over 50
Ibs. call for appointment, otherwise,
we buy on FRIDAY'S ONLY 719-657-
0942 (4/22)

07 Help Wanted

The Upper Rio Grande (previously
Del Norte) School District is seeking
applications for a Jr/Sr High School
Principal for the 2020/2021 school
year. Applicants must hold a current
Colorado Principal license. Previous
experience as a Principal or Asst.
Principal is preferred. Applications
may be obtained online at www.dncsd.
org. Please submit your application,
resume, and cover letter to: Chris Burr,
Superintendent, cburr@urtigers.co,
719-657-4040. (4/29)

“The Mineral County Board of
County Commissioners is looking
for interested parties to serve as
the Mineral County Representa-
tive to the Board of Directors of the
Rio Grande Water Conservation
District. This is a 3 year term that
will begin in April of 2020. If you
are interested in the position please
submit a letter of interest to the Mineral
County Administrator, PO Box 70,
Creede, CO 81130 or countyadmin@
mincocolo.com.

Rio Grande Savings & Loan is seek-
ing a Mortgage and Consumer Loan
Officer to join our team in the Monte
Vista office. The Loan Officer is
responsible for promotion of RGSLA
products and services, including, but
not limited to home purchase loans,
home refinances, consumer loans, and
home construction loans. Qualified
candidates will have excellent written
and verbal communication skills, su-
perior customer service skills, and the
ability to work independently, as well
as cooperatively in a team environ-
ment. Prior lending experience or other

not required. Salary commensurate
with experience. RGSLA also of-
fers a rich benefit program including
a 401k match and a family health
insurance plan, along with a stable
and enriching work environment. For
additional information please contact
Denise Heersink @ 719-852-7048
or deniseh@rgsla.com. Applications
available at www.rgsla.com/con-
tact and can be submitted to kater@
rgsla.com - deadline is April 15,2020

Experienced/licensed nurse practi-
tioner or physician assistant for busy
outpatient pain clinic. Full or part
time considered; compensation based
on experience. Good benefits. Typical
work schedule, Mon-Fri (off major
holidays). Please send letter of inter-
estand CV to peter.edis@hrrmc.net or
contact Peter directly at 719-530-2212
for more information. (04/17)

WANTED: Saguache County Road
and Bridge is looking to hire a Shop
Foreman. SPECIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: Applicants must possess
a current Class-A CDL license with
heavy semi-truck endorsement and
a current medical certificate. Ap-
plicants should have a high school
diploma or GED equivalent, along
with extensive knowledge of ve-
hicles, equipment and mechanical
maintenance procedures. Prospective
employees applying with Saguache
County will be required to submit and
pass a pre-employment drug screen-
ing and criminal background check.
Shop Foreman is a full-time salaried
position — qualified candidates will
be able to perform a variety of skilled
and semi-skilled duties associated with
the supervision of assigned road crew
which include installing, repairing and
maintaining Saguache County Road
and Bridge’s property within the Right-
Of-Way. This position is expected to

L

coloradopress

work during road emergencies so you

Colorado Statewide
Classified Advertising
Network

To ;)a"c'ic’é a 25-word COSCAN Network ad in 91 Colorado
newspapers for only 8300, contact your local newspaper or
call Colorade Press Association Network at 303-571-5117.

WANTED

COLORADO PRESS

Cash for Mineral Rights
Free, no-risk, cash ofter. Contact us with the
details:
Call: 720-988-5617
Write: Minerals, PO BOX 3668,
Littleton, CO 80161
Email: opportunity(@ecmresourcesine.com

ASSOCIATION NETWORK

Buy a 25-word statewide classified line ad in
newspapers across the state o f
Colorado for just $300 per week. Ask about
our frequency discounts!

Contact this newspaper or call
Colorado Press Association Network
303-571-5117

weekends and holidays when needed.
Applications and a complete job de-
scription are available at the Saguache
County Road and Bridge Office 305
31 Street, PO Box 476, Saguache,
CO 81149 — 719-655-2554 or on the
Saguache County website — www.
saguachecounty.net under the Road
and Bridge Department tab. Please
fill out and submit both applications:
The Saguache County Application and
the Drivers-Application. Completed
applications can be hand delivered

G

crime

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM

Mew customers onby, Early termination
25, Installation starts

16 monitonng

t See all offer

details below

Ask about same-day
installation!
Reply By
July 18, 2020

ADT*24/7 Monitored
Home Security

B 24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

B Quickly connect to emergency response

13 Prioniy Way 3o

and Bridge — at the address listed
above, sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION
DEADLINE: Open until a qualified
candidate is hired. Saguache County is
an Equal Opportunity Employer. (4/16)

10 Apartments for Rent

as above. $750/month, $750 deposit.
(719)850-2738.(04/22)

12 House for Rent
Sweet remodeled 2 bedroom/1 bath
home on corner lot in Del Norte near
hiking/biking trail head, $750/month.
No Pets and credit qualified. Call 719-
850-0750. (04/22)

Del Norte furnished one bedroom/
one bath. Very nice, adults only,
non-smokers, no pets. Utilities and
dish included. $650/month, $650 de-

17 Real Estate For Sale
Saguache County; Ranch; 8825
acres in two parcels, fenced and cross
fenced. 3 artesian adjudicated wells.

On Home Security

1 by £ || !I..-_:I ; ﬂl ?{:‘: H III

:|. ir rll cory 'I|"r -]1-.-'“' hr'. ”,-i .'f = 'I.___. 5

B Yard sign and window decals help deter

B May qualify for a homeowners insurance
discount

[ Bl FREE 1O VIE SECURITY SYSTEM

[ ]
SR YEA SIFE CARD (R WIRELESS RERKC R
+ —5$100 Value —£139 Value

(5114 7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW

SENSORS —s895 VALUE!

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY!

1-719-628-5729

fparty proviclel, Mg, upon in

1 BASIC SYSTEM: §

viious eek o e
4 T FULSE + VIDE

‘onrbell camera ma

{.. 1 OUTDOOR CAMERA

MONITORING
99

PER MONTH

When voul upgrade to ADT Pulse®
idao —5299 VALUE!
e afl offer clenmily below,
Protect
Your
Aprthor e "nmu
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1,624 sq ft. modular, hot tub room, 600
sq ft attached carport. New insulated
shop with concrete floor. Heated hobby
building and study building. New trac-
tor shed. Two sets of corrals. $595,000.
(719)256-4789 evenings (04/22)

PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59
acres with center pivot, new 60X120
steel shop, 2 ¥; shares of Rio Grande
Canal, 2000 GPM well, 2 miles from
Center. Priced to Sell, Call Bruce at
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 719-
580-0770. (04/22)

11 circles in Center area with excel-
lent potato ground, excellent wells
and water rights, high production,
sandy soil, 2 homes, shop, potato
storage, first time ever on market
and sold as full unite. Call Bruce
at Steffens & Company Realty, LLC
719-580-0770. Serious inquires only
(05/06)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 acres
with top water rights, production,
1.2 miles of Rio Grande River and %
mile of Conejos River. $1,750,000.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770 (05/06)

Pasture Land, 397 acres in north of
Monte Vista Airport on County Line
Road with good grass and location.
Also contains a huge amount of gravel
on the property $525,000.00 call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty,
Inc 719-580-0770. (05/06)

240 deeded acres in irrigated grass
west of Monte Vista with 6 shares
Lariat ditch. Call Bruce at Steffens &
Company Realty, Inc. 719-873-1700.
(04/15 TEN)

Saguache County; Ranch; 88.25
acres in two parcels, fenced and cross
fenced. 3 artesian adjudicated wells.
1,624 sq. ft. modular, hot tub room, 600
sq. ft attached carport. New insulated
shop with concrete floor. Heated hobby
building and study building. New trac-
tor shed. Two sets of corrals. $595,000.
(719)256-4789 evenings (04/22)

19 Farm & Farmland
SPRINKLER QUARTER OR-
GANIC, Carmel District, deep well,
Monte-Vista canal shares. Call 719-
395-4910 for purchase/lease.(04/15)

MOSCA 111 acres ag land. 69 under
circle, well tested 8/2/19 576GPM
Brand new electric service instal
2019. $550,000. Costilla Ditch 1/2
share 719-256-5439 (04/15)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime,
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (04/30
TFN)

36 Miscellaneous
Sun-Mar XLNE compost toilet, like
new condition, $1,200. Iron Master
IM 400 self-spotting gym plus many
attachments, $1,200. (719)580-1123
(05/13)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS - Sales, Rentals & Modifications!
Containers are water & rodent proof.
8’ wide, 8’-53 in length. Call for more
information and pricing. Healdworks,

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to

you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

Inc. — Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (04/22 TEN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batteries In
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum,
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable
and PV Wire. Thank you for Buying
at Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S.
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500.
(TEN) (04/15)

6,000 gallons of Middlemist water
for sale. Dividend goes with the sale.
719-580-2915. (05/06)

38 Machinery, Tools, and
Equipment
Ramsey 12 VoIt Pro 8000R Series
#817508 wench 95 FT 5/16 Cable,
remote switch, roller fairlead. 852-
2285.(TFN-E)

39 Sporting Goods
Cannondale Mountain Bike —
Cannondale Rush 29 1 Mountain
Bike. Like new. Black, ridden
less than 50 miles. 23” large frame.
$1,125.208-309-2122 (TFN)

42 Feed & Seed
Monida Oats $15 per hundred,
cleaned, from certified seed. (719)580-
2509 (04/29)

ALFALFA-GRASS HORSE
HAY: Green,+/-175RFV, 3x3x8 bales,
~800#, $200/ton for Semi loads or $85
per bale, outside stacks, Del Norte,
719-657-0942 (TEN)

WANTED TO BUY hay or mixed
hay, most any size bale. Call 719-539-
4313 or 719-239-1391. Pinon Ranch.
(04/01)

FOR SALE: Grass/Alfalfa Hay
- Small Bales - $6.50/Bale - Call:
7198501062. (04/22)

Premium alfalfa and alfalfa/grass,
small bales, in shed $7 (719)580-
2509. (04/29)

Seed Oats $19.75 Per 1001b, Alfalfa
Seed $3.29 Per/Ib Call 570-395-0184
or Stop in at High Valley Feed Mill
North of Antonito on Hwy 285.(04/15)

43 Farm Products
Locally-Grown Lamb for sale: half
or whole available. all-natural, no
antibiotics. Call (719)480-9958 (04/22)

48 Pets & Supplies
For Sale: Beagle/Cross Puppies very
cute $50.00 each. 719-849-5252.
(04/15)

50 Livestock
For Sale Feeder Pigs: Approx 50 Ibs.
Non-GMO, raised outside, no shots.
(719)849-5252 (4/22)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASHONTHE SPOT FOR JUNK
CARS & TRUCKS: We pickup, no
title ok. 719-937-7935. (TFEN5-20)

614x4
2001 GMC :|1mmy 4x4: 162,300
miles, body in rough shape, good

parts car. $1,000 OBO (719)850-3883
(04/15)

65 Professional Services
Rocky Mtn High Enterprises In
Creede Over 35 Years of Printing
Experience Interior and Exterior
Satisfaction Guaranteed, References
Available Call Herb At 719-588-1731.
(5/6)

Floodproof your yard! Retaining
walls, driveway gravel, patching
and much more! Reasonable rates.

(719)850-2027 (04/29)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rate. Quick
service. Call anytime, available week-
ends and evenings. 719-580-0033 or
719-376-2593. (04/22 TFN)

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates.
Professional installation. Guaranteed
lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-
1403. (07/01/2020 TEN)

One solution for oxygen at
home, away, and for travel

Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It's oxygen therapy on your terms

Inogen

Call Inogen Today To
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-719-490-4844 Q N

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more
hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE portable

oxygen concentrator is designed to provide

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It's
small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary
and portable use, during the day and at night,

and can go virtually anywhere — even on

most airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

iInogen

MKT-PO108

* )

F )
VIAERO

WIRELESS

unlimited, ever.

Find a store near you or buy online at www.viaero.com

Dai

HRCE

FOUR LINES
UNLIMITED

TALK, TEXT & DATA
NEW Betier Uinlimited Plan

starting at

30

Mine/mo.

"wiAufopay & eB
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Colorao
gas prices
have fallen

Colorado gas prices have fallen 7.6
cents per gallon in the past week, av-
eraging $1.88/g April 13, according
to GasBuddy’s daily survey of 2,158
stations. Gas prices in Colorado are
39.7 cents per gallon lower than a
month ago and stand 82.1 cents per
gallon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price
reports, the cheapest station in
Colorado is priced at $0.99/g April 13
while the most expensive is $3.39/g,
a difference of $2.40/g. The lowest
price in the state April 13 is $0.99/g
while the highest is $3.39/g, a differ-
ence of $2.40/g.

The national average price of gaso-
line has fallen 7.2 cents per gallon
in the last week, averaging $1.83/g
today. The national average is down
42.3 cents per gallon from a month
ago and stands 100.3 cents per gallon
lower than a year ago.

Historical gasoline prices in Colo-
rado and the national average going
back 10 years:

April 13,2019: $2.71/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.83/g)

April 13,2018: $2.62/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.70/g)

April 13,2017: $2.32/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.41/g)

April 13,2016: $1.96/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.08/g)

April 13,2015: $2.24/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.39/g)

April 13,2014: $3.52/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $3.64/g)

April 13,2013: $3.56/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $3.53/g)

April 13,2012: $3.87/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $3.89/g)

April 13,2011: $3.57/g (U S. Aver-
age: $3.81/g)

April 13,2010: $2.72/g (U.S. Av-
erage: $2.84/g)

Neighboring areas and their cur-
rent gas prices:

Fort Collins- $1.97/g, down 1.3
cents per gallon from last week’s
$1.98/g.

Colorado Springs- $1.77/g, down
6.0 cents per gallon from last week’s
$1.83/g.

Denver- $1.73/g, down 5.6 cents
per gallon from last week’s $1.78/g.

“As expected, and for the seventh
straight week, the national average
moved considerably lower, as well
as gas prices in every state as retail
prices continue to play catch up to
the dramatic decline in market prices
in recent weeks. And good news for
consumers- contrary to popular be-
lief, an OPEC deal over the weekend
to cut oil production will actually not
have a near-term impact on gasoline
prices- not even one bit,” said Patrick
DeHaan, head of petroleum analysis
for GasBuddy. “Establishing a floor
on ultra-low oil prices will hope-
fully keep U.S. oil production online
instead of bankrupting producers.
The aim is exactly that- keep produc-
tion online- which will keep prices
affordable going forward, instead
of ultra-low prices shutting in oil
production, leading to a slingshot
in gas prices years from now. Going
back to gas prices, I expect prices
to continue moderating for now, as
gasoline demand appears to remain
near 50-year lows.”

a
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We would like to express our deel;pest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the succer;vlilcl)f the Upper

Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Ani

Shelter.

This is Newt, he is a large mix | This is Lady, she is a lab mix

k]

This is Bangles, he is an
Australian Cattle Dog, around 3

around 3 years old. He can be
a little standoffish at times,
but is friendly once he gets to
know you. He jumps high, so he
would need a tall fenced in area.

around 2 years old. She is pretty

shy, but she is friendly once she

gets to know you. She is a fence

climber, so she would need a tall
and well fenced in area.

This is Karma, she is a pitbull
mix around 2 years old. She is
pretty friendly with people, but
would probably need to be the
only dog in the house.

years old. He is very friendly but
likes to bite at heels. We think he
was a working dog, so it would
be best if he was on a farm/ranch
or had a big space to run around.

This is Dudley, he is a 2 year old
border collie/pitbull mix. He is
a bit shy, but super friendly with
people and other dogs.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.
T his ad space donated by Valley Publishireg Irac.

Remodel - Repair  Roofing
New Construction

Serving the entire San Luis Valley
719-274-0226

Your local source for year-round growing supplies

Full-Range Resdential & Commercial Growing Consultation
« Hydroponics = Soill Components

- I ‘ -
- e L‘ \. 'Wl —wl
2 TECG Construction
57-6" SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS
Pole Buildings - Garages ERERCTF BT
FREE ESTIMATES EREITIET™H
~VINYL WINDOWS ~
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADETO YOUR SIZE.

+ Climate Control
+ Lighting Systems
+ Nutrients

= Growing Essentials
= Pest Disease Control
= Growing Media

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

v
-

\ ™. Grearhecass mnd Gresnhoons Covesng

0711 W. Highway 160 Alamosa, CO 81101 719-206-3336

Specialists in Stondard & Custom
Greenhouse Construction Featurdng

SLV Garden Center,LLC

The Sawyer Brothers
719-852 GROW (4769) » 1669 N Hwy 285 » Monte Vista

(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)
Four Years Strong and Still Going!

The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store!
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products
and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Specializing in custormer service
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

ROOEING ®EUICUINGS

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims « Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages «26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

BunkHouse Trusses

25 Years in Business
Mark Wildman Miles Anderson
7189-207-0012 719-310-0200

Floor Trusses:Pre-made Wall Panels+Roof Trusses
mwildman2019@gmail.com
Office: 719-655-0207 Serving Lake, Park & Chaffee Counties

| R P e g e g

ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

L i/
LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

FALLIS HERE, WINTER IS JUSTAROUND THE CORNER!

Don’t get stuck while looking for ISR

firewood, service your chainsaws now!
Parts, Chains, Sprockets and more!

county Ling Services for all brands & models!

S, . it Sales, Service and Repairs
Mall Engine Rep? on many major brands!

719-589-6466 * 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. » La Jara

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoorse Vinyl Fencing

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Servingthe SLV-FreeiEstimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.
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USES issues recreation closures and fire restrictions

COLORADO - Acting Regional
Forester Jennifer Eberlien announced
and signed an order to temporarily
close developed recreation sites and
an order to implement fire restrictions
within the Forest Service’s Rocky
Mountain Region to align with lo-
cal, state and federal orders and
guidelines to protect public health
and safety. The region includes 24
national forests and grasslands across
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South
Dakota and Wyoming.

“While we know that going out-
side provides forest and grassland
visitors needed space, exercise and
satisfaction, we are taking the risks
presented by COVID-19 seriously,”
said Eberlien. “We are providing
some recreation opportunities where
we can while protecting and keep-
ing employees, the public and our
communities safe from the virus,
as well as protecting and keeping
communities and natural and cul-
tural resources safe from unwanted
human-caused wildfires.”

Recreation Closures

Developed recreation sites are
temporarily closed while dispersed
camping, hiking and river uses are al-
lowed, although discouraged. Closed
developed recreation sites include
campgrounds, day-use areas, picnic

areas, and any other constructed
facility amenities — such as potable
water stations, fire rings/grills, picnic
tables, restroom facilities with flush
or vaulted toilets, and trashcans and
trash collection services. Parking
facilities, trails and trailheads remain
open. Dispersed camping includes
camping on a national forest or
grassland where recreation facilities
or services are not provided.

Forest and grassland visitors camp-
ing in dispersed recreation sites,
hiking or embarking on river activi-
ties are encouraged to adhere to the
following safety and responsibility
guidelines.

* Stay close to home to keep other
communities safe.

* Stay 6 feet apart from others.

* Avoid crowding in parking lots,
trails, scenic overlooks and other
areas.

» Take CDC precautions to prevent
illnesses like COVID-19.

* Prepare for limited or no services,
such as restroom facilities and gar-
bage collection.

* Prepare to pack out trash and
human waste.

Fire Restrictions

Effective immediately until re-
scinded, the following is prohibited:

1. Igniting, building, maintaining,

Adams State amends spring
2020 grading policy to reflect
COVID-19 challenges

ALAMOSA - Adams State Uni-
versity has amended its grading poli-
cy to allow undergraduate students to
convert any of their spring semester
2020 grades to Pass/Fail after final
grades have been submitted by fac-
ulty members. Passing grades will be
awarded college credit, designated as
a “P” on student transcripts; a failing
grade will not be awarded college
credit and will be designated as a
“NC” or “No Credit” on transcripts.

“The purpose of this policy is to
provide a non-punitive grading op-
tion for students whose performance
in a course or courses may have been
detrimentally impacted by the change
to remote instruction, or other situa-
tions resulting from the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Adams State vice
president for Academic Affairs Kent
Buchanan.

Once grades are posted by May
12, students will have three days,
until May 15, to request a change to
a grade. Students must contact the
Adams State registrar’s office to pro-

cess the change. Students should feel
free to reach out to their academic
advisor or the Adams State financial
aid staff in advance to discuss any
implications to changing a course
grade to Pass/Fail.

“This option is really good to
have available for our students and
we believe it reflects our commit-
ment to support our students,” said
Adams State President Cheryl D.
Lovell. “The shift to Blackboard-
only instruction was not planned at
the beginning of this spring semester.
With these adjustments we know it
is important to display as much care
and compassion to all for this very
quick change in course delivery. Our
speed in adapting to the COVID-19
pandemic is a true testament to our
great and caring faculty and staff.”

Adams State students are finish-
ing the spring semester on the Uni-
versity’s Blackboard online course
management system. The spring
semester ends with finals week May
4 through May 8.

RGNF to release final Environmental Impact
Statement for Land Management Plan

MONTE VISTA - Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest officials are releasing the
final Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the revised land manage-
ment plan, under the provisions of the
2012 planning rule. This final EIS will
be published in the Federal Register
Friday, April 10, for a 30-day review
period. The 2020 Land Management
Plan will be available for reference on
the Forest website by April 10. The
Record of Decision, which approves
the final plan, will be signed at the
end of the review period. The ap-
proved plan will provide guidance for
managing 1.8 million acres of forest’s
resources for the next 10-15 years.

Every national forest is required by
federal law to have a land manage-
ment plan that is periodically revised
with public involvement. The Rio
Grande National Forest has worked
with the public, area tribes and local,

state and federal agencies since 2014
to revise its plan. Public input shaped
direction for recreation, aquatic
resources, eligible wild and scenic
rivers, a proposed wilderness addition
and species of conservation concern.

“The culmination of years of public
meetings and hard work from staff
and partners is nearing its final stage,”
said Forest Supervisor Dan Dallas.
“I look forward to reaching the final
milestone in this long and valuable
process.”

The final EIS includes the analysis
of the five alternatives considered, in-
cluding the No Action alternative that
continues existing land management
direction, and four action alternatives.

The Rio Grande National Forest
Land Management Plan, EIS and
associated documents are available
online at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/
project/?project=46078.

attending or using a fire, including
charcoal grills and barbecues, coal
and wood-burning stoves, and sheep-
herder’s stoves.

2. Smoking, except within an
enclosed vehicle, trailer or building.

The following
persons are ex-
empt from fire
restrictions:

1. Persons with
a Forest Permit,
Form FS-7700-
48, specifically
exempting them
from the

effect of this
Order in the ar-
eas listed above.

2.Any Federal,
State or local officer
or member of an organized
rescue or firefighting force

in the performance of an official
duty is exempt from Prohibitions.

3. Persons using pressurized lig-
uid or gas devices (stoves, grills or
lanterns) with shut-off valves in an
area at least 3 feet from any flam-
mable materials are exempt from
Prohibition

4. Residents, owners or lessees
within the areas listed above who
are using a fire in a permanent dwell-
ing with an effective and properly
installed USDA- or SAE- approved
spark arrestor, are exempt from
Prohibi- tion #1.

Fire restrictions
enhance public
safety, protect
natural and cul-
tural resources
and help prevent
human-caused
wildfires. Sev-
eral criteria are
used to deter-
mine when to
implement fire
restrictions, in-
cluding fire ac-
tivity levels, cur-

rent and predicted weather,
fuel moisture and the availability
of emergency and firefighting re-
sources. Additional restrictions
may be required if conditions
warrant.

Entering upon closed areas or
igniting, building, maintaining, at-
tending or using a fire or smoking
on national forests and grasslands is

a violation of Federal law and may
result in consequent fines and pos-
sible jail time.

All offices are conducting business
and providing virtual services. For
specific forest and grassland informa-
tion, please visit the region’s forest
and grassland directory.

Fire restrictions enhance public
safety, protect natural and cultural
resources and help prevent human-
caused wildfires. Several criteria are
used to determine when to imple-
ment fire restrictions, including fire
activity levels, current and predicted
weather, fuel moisture and the avail-
ability of emergency and firefighting
resources. Additional restrictions
may be required if conditions war-
rant.

Entering upon closed areas or
igniting, building, maintaining, at-
tending or using a fire or smoking
on national forests and grasslands is
a violation of Federal law and may
result in consequent fines and pos-
sible jail time.

All offices are conducting business
and providing virtual services. For
specific forest and grassland informa-
tion, please visit the region’s forest
and grassland directory.

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING ¢ DUMPSTERS e ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE ¢ SOUTH FORK ® DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

Here’s How It Works:

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Level: intermedigis

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!
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FDA warns Genesis II Church of Health and Healing marketing dangerous
Chlorine Dioxide products that claim to treat or prevent COVID-19

The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion has issued a warning letter to a seller
that markets fraudulent and dangerous
chlorine dioxide products known as
“Miracle Mineral Solution” for preven-
tion and treatment of “Novel Corona-
virus Disease 2019” (COVID-19). The
FDA has previously warned consumers
not to purchase or drink chlorine di-
oxide products sold online as medical
treatments, as the agency is not aware
of any scientific evidence supporting
their safety or effectiveness and they
pose significant risks to patient health.
The FDA is taking this action to protect
Americans as part of its response to the
global COVID-19 pandemic.

“Despite previous warnings, the FDA
is concerned that we are still seeing
chlorine dioxide products being sold
with misleading claims that they are safe
and effective for the treatment of dis-
eases, now including COVID-19. The
sale of these products can jeopardize a
person’s health and delay proper medi-
cal treatment,” said FDA Commissioner
Stephen M. Hahn, M.D. “We continue
to take action and keep up our efforts
to monitor for fraudulent treatments
during this public health emergency
and remind the public to seek medical
help from their health care providers.”

The FDA issued a joint warning
letter with the Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC) to the Genesis I Church of
Health and Healing for selling chlorine
dioxide products that it fraudulently
claims can treat or prevent COVID-19
in adults and children. This is espe-
cially concerning since children are a
vulnerable population that may be at
greater risk for adverse reactions from
consuming chlorine dioxide. The FDA
and FTC requested that the company
respond in 48 hours describing the
specific steps it has taken to correct the
violations. Companies that sell products
with unapproved claims to prevent, treat
or cure COVID-19 may be subject to
enforcement action, including but not
limited to seizure or injunction.

Chlorine dioxide products have not
been shown to be safe and effective
for any use, including COVID-19, but
these products continue to be sold as a
remedy for treating autism, cancer, HIV/
AIDS, hepatitis and flu, among other
conditions, despite their harmful effects.

Websites selling chlorine dioxide
products typically describe the product
as a liquid that is 28% sodium chlorite
in distilled water. Product directions
instruct consumers to mix the sodium
chlorite solution with citric acid — such
as lemon or lime juice —or another acid
— such as hydrochloric acid — before
drinking. In many instances, the sodium
chlorite is sold as part of a kit with a
citric acid “activator.” When the acid
is added, the mixture becomes chlorine
dioxide, a powerful bleaching agent
that has caused serious and potentially
life-threatening side effects.

Life-threatening Adverse Events

The FDA has received reports of
people experiencing serious adverse
events after drinking chlorine dioxide
products, including:

Respiratory failure caused by a seri-
ous condition where the amount of oxy-
gen carried through the blood stream is
greatly reduced (methemoglobinemia);

Changes in the electrical activity
of the heart (QT prolongation), which
may lead to potentially fatal abnormal
heart thythms;

Life-threatening low blood pressure
caused by dehydration;

Acute liver failure;

Low blood cell counts, due to the
destruction of red blood cells faster
than the body can make it (hemolytic
anemia), which required a blood trans-
fusion;

Severe vomiting; and

Severe diarrhea.

The FDA is not aware of any sci-
entific evidence supporting the safety
or effectiveness of “Miracle Mineral
Solution” products, despite claims that
the solution has antimicrobial, antiviral
and antibacterial properties. The FDA
encourages consumers to talk to a health

care professional about preventing and
treating medical conditions or diseases.

The FDA is particularly concerned
that products that fraudulently claim to
cure, treat or prevent serious diseases
like COVID-19 may cause consumers
to delay or stop appropriate medical
treatment, leading to serious and life-
threatening harm.

Fraudulent Cure Claims

In addition to following up with
companies that fail to make adequate
corrections, the FDA will continue to
monitor social media, online market-
places and incoming complaints to
help ensure that the companies do not
continue to sell fraudulent products
under a different company name or on
another website. The FDA is closely
monitoring for fraudulent products
related to COVID-19 and has issued a
number of warning letters since the start
of the pandemic.

The FDA reminds consumers to be
cautious of websites and stores selling
products that claim to prevent, mitigate,
treat, diagnose or cure COVID-19.
Fraudulent COVID-19 products may
come in many varieties, including
dietary supplements and other foods,
as well as products purporting to be
drugs, medical devices or vaccines.
Products that claim to cure, mitigate,
treat, diagnose or prevent disease, but
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An illustration of “Miracle” or “Master” Mineral Solution which the FDA says is being sold as a

remedy for COVID-19. (FDA)

are not proven safe and effective for
those purposes, defraud consumers of
money and can place consumers at risk
for serious harm. Using these products
may lead to delays in getting proper
diagnosis and treatment of COVID-19
and other potentially serious diseases
and conditions.

The FDA encourages health care

professionals and consumers to report
adverse events or quality problems
experienced with the use of COVID-19
products to the FDA’s MedWatch Ad-
verse Event Reporting program.

The FDA, an agency within the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, protects the public health
by assuring the safety, effectiveness,

and security of human and veterinary
drugs, vaccines and other biological
products for human use, and medical
devices. The agency also is responsible
for the safety and security of our nation’s
food supply, cosmetics, dietary supple-
ments, products that give off electronic
radiation, and for regulating tobacco
products.

We make
coverage

our priority.

Life in the heartland is full of wide-open spaces. Our
mission is to fill those spaces with reliable coverage
that you can count on — whether in your backyard or
across the United States. That's why we continue to
build new towers every year to ensure that you are
always connected to those you love.

Are you ready for better? Switch to Viaero today!
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Find a store near you at stores.viaero.com
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