
Fire restrictions are 
imposed

Stage 1 in Alamosa 
County

By KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — Stage 1 fire 
restrictions were put in place 
Wednesday by County Sheriff 
Robert Jackson and will continue 
for one week, through April 22. 
This includes agricultural burning.

Both Conejos County and the Rio 
Grande National Forest are under 
Stage 2 fire restrictions.

Fire restrictions help land 
management agencies reduce fire 
risk and prevent wildfires during 
periods of high to extreme danger.

Prohibitions under Stage 1 
include building, maintaining or 
using a fire, campfire or stove fire, 
including charcoal barbecues and 
grills, except those using certain 
permanent fire pits and some items 
using gas, jellied petroleum and 
pressurized liquid fuel. 
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Planned Alamosa animal shelter 
recieves $350,000 shot in the arm

Grant will fund 
construction and 
operation of San 

Luis Valley Animal 
Center

 
DENVER — Animal Assis-

tance Foundation has awarded 
a $350,000 grant to support 
San Luis Valley Animal Cen-
ter, a new animal shelter that 
will be built and operated by 
the Dumb Friends League in 
Alamosa County, CO.

“This generous grant from 

Animal Assistance Foundation 
will help improve animals’ lives 
across the state,” said Dumb 
Friends League President and 
CEO Dr. Apryl Steele. “San 
Luis Valley Animal Center will 
provide care for lost, stray, 
abandoned and unwanted pets 
in an area where these services 
are desperately needed.”

Animal Assistance Foundation 
continues to expand its impact 
across the state of Colorado and 
has focused a significant amount 
of effort in helping underserved 
areas within the state. 

NCSD 
Meeting 

LA JARA — A Regular 
Board Meeting for the 
North Conejos School 
District Board of Edu-
cation will be held at 
6:30pm on Tuesday, April 
21, 2020 at the District 
Administration Office in 
La Jara, Colorado.  Agen-
das are available at the 
District Administration 
Office, 17890 US Highway 
285, La Jara, Colorado, 
or on our web site www.
northconejos.com.    

■ See GRANT page 3

San Luis Valley looks 
to flatten curve

SAN LUIS VALLEY — SLV 
Emergency would like to thank 
everyone for continuing to do 
their part to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 in the San Luis Valley. 
It is working. The SLV have no 
new cases today. The total of con-
firmed cases so far in the San Luis 
Valley is 22. Thirteen cases have 
completed their isolation period 
and have been free of symptoms 
for more than 72 hours. Further 
details on San Luis Valley case 
counts, as well as a link to the SLV 
Symptom Tracker Survey, can be 
found at www.slvemergency.org/
slv-covid-19. 

It is understood that this is not 
easy. Whether following stay-
at-home orders that apply to 
everyone, or following the more 
restrictive guidelines for quaran-
tine and isolation, it can be dif-
ficult to be separated from others 
and to have routines disrupted. 

If you have been exposed to 
someone who may have COV-
ID-19, you should not leave home 
for  14 days, except to receive 
necessary medical care as di-
rected by your doctor. Emotional 
reactions during quarantine and 
after coming out of quarantine 

may include: 
• Guilt about not being able 

to perform normal work or par-
enting duties during quarantine

• Stress from the experi-
ence of monitoring yourself or 
being monitored by others for 
signs and symptoms of COVID-19

• Fear and worry about 
your own health and the health 
of your loved ones

• Sadness, anger, or frus-
tration because friends or loved 
ones have unfounded fears of 
contracting the disease from 
contact with you, even though 
you have been determined not 
to be contagious

• Mixed emotions, in-
cluding relief after quarantine

• Other emotional  or 
mental health changes

Children may also feel upset 
or have other strong emotions 
if they, or someone they know, 
have been on quarantine. 
These reactions are normal. 
If you need support, reach out 
to San Luis Valley Behavioral 
Health Group at 

(719) 589-3671.  

Second arrest in 
Cuevas-Garcia death
PUEBLO — KKTV is reporting that a second person was arrested 

in the disturbing case of where a Colorado man is accused of murder-
ing his own mother, stuffing her body in a suitcase and throwing the 
suitcase in a dumpster in Pueblo.

On Thursday, Pueblo Police announced the arrest of 36-year-old, 
Melanie Cuevas. She was picked up by authorities Thursday morn-
ing in Monte Vista and is facing a charge of accessory to first-degree 
murder. Police continue to ask anyone with information on this case 
to contact (719) 320-6022.

The victim, whose remains were found in a trash bin in the area of 
Ivywood Lane and Vinewood Lane on Oct. 17, was identified by the 
Pueblo County coroner Oct. 21 as Maria Cuevas-Garcia. Authorities 
did not immediately announce how they tied Melanie to the case. 
Melanie Ann Cuevas, Anthony’s wife, was also arrested Oct. 18 for 
a criminal impersonation warrant. Antonio Cuevas, already wanted 
on a parole violation, was arrested Oct. 18. Police confirmed to 11 
News that Cuevas is the victim’s son.

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny 

Alamosa firefighters were called to an area on the north edge of East 
Alamosa around 1:30 p.m. Wednesday where a field fire appeared 
to be getting out of hand, contrary to Stage 1 fire restrictions put in 
place that morning by Sheriff Robert Jackson. A Colorado Division 
of Fire Prevention and Control team assisted in fighting the blaze. 
The photo is slightly distorted due to heat and smoke from the fire.

■ See FIRE page 3

■ See COVID page 3

“OverDrive” 
Available 

Online
 
ALAMOSA—A wide 

selection of free down-
loadable ebooks, au-
diobooks, magazines, 
and videos for all ages 
are available now from 
OverDrive through the 
Alamosa Public Library.
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BIRTHS

Piper K. Atkinson
ALAMOSA — Piper Kate Atkinson was born March 30, 2020, at the 

San Luis Valley Health Center of Alamosa to Aaron and Katlyn Atkinson 
of Alamosa. Piper weighed 7 pounds, 14 ounces and measured 20 and one 
half inches long.

Piper’s brothers and sisters are Kristin and Hudson. Maternal grand-
parents are Doug and Lynda Bagwell of Manassa. Paternal grandparents 
are Randy and Carrie Atkinson of Alamosa. Great grandparents are Tom 
and Barbara Bagwell of Manassa and Floyd Hall of Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Eunice 
Catherine Barnes Har-
ris was born September 
8, 1930 in Lakeland, 
Florida to parents Zer-
ney Burnes Barnes and 
Eunice Pipkin Barnes.  
As the youngest of four 
siblings, Zerney Barnes, 
Jr. ,  Richard Barnes 
and Elizabeth Barnes 
(MacKinnon).  Eunice 
spent her early years 
among many friends and 
relatives.  After graduat-
ing from Florida State 
University and begin-
ning a lifetime career of 
elementary school teach-
ing, she married Harold 
Douglas Harris, Jr. on 
January 16, 1954 and 
became an Army wife.  
She cheerfully managed 
the many moves that 
followed.  Eunice and 
Harold along with their 
three children, Doug, 
Charles and Katherine 
had the opportunity to 
live in Georgia, New 
Jersey, France, Montana 
and Florida.  The family 
moved to Alamosa, Colo-
rado in 1970 and Eunice 
and Harold put down 
permanent roots in the 
San Luis Valley.  Eunice 
remained in contact with 
the many friends she met 

throughout her life.  She 
and Harold visited many 
of them as they traveled 
across the country over 
the years.  Eunice was 
an active P.E.O. member 
for over 65 years and was 
very much loved by her 
P.E.O. sisters.  Music 
was very important in 
her life and she played 
both the piano and the 
organ.  She also sang 
in the choir during her 
life as a member of ev-
ery Methodist Church 
she attended.  Eunice 
also accompanied, on 
the piano, many stu-
dent’s music perfor-
mances throughout the 
years.  Eunice was an 
avid bridge player and 
actually met Harold on a 
“blind date” for a bridge 
game.  She was known 
for baking cookies and 

made thousands over 
her lifetime for children 
to enjoy painting.  Her 
love of children was re-
flected by the many who 
considered her ‘their’ 
Grandma Harris.  

Eunice was preceded 
in death by her husband 
Harold, son Doug and 
daughter-in-law Susan.

She is survived by her 
son Charlie (Debbie) 
Harris, daughter Kay 
Harris Risdahl and her 
grandchildren, Corey 
(Rachel) Harris, Holly 
(Tom Yanker) Harris, 
Katie Risdahl, Christi 
Risdahl, Tim (Sabrina) 
Biggs and Jay (Charity) 
Biggs.  

Eunice was a much 
loved wife ,  mother , 
grandmother,  great-
grandmother and friend.  
She will be missed by all 
who knew and loved her.

Cremation was se-
lected and a memorial 
service followed by in-
terment at Homelake 
Cemetery will be held at 
a later time.  To express 
condolences to the fam-
ily, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary in Alamosa is in care 
of the arrangements.

Eunice Catherine Barnes Harris

MOSCA — Jonathan 
Joseph Hicks, 24, died un-
expectedly April 11, 2020, 
at his home in Mosca. 

Jon was born in Denver, 
July 4, 1995. He started 
kindergarten at Denver’s 
Centennial Elementary 
School and attended schools 
in Austin, TX, Worcester, 
Mass. And Monte Vista, 
CO. He graduated from 
Worcester Technical High 
School in 2014. President 
Barack Obama delivered 
the commencement speech 
to Jon’s graduating class. 
Jon never forgot meeting 
the president and his presi-
dential bear hug. 

“He smelled AMAZING,” 
Jonathan liked telling 
people. 

Jon passionately fol-
lowed the Colorado Rock-
ies throughout his life. 
Even when he was only 
four years old, Jon amazed 
family and friends with his 
ability to uncannily mimic 
the batting stance of every 
Colorado Rockies player 
on the starting roster, at 
that time. 

Jon attended Anna Maria 
College, in Paxton, Mass., 
where he also worked as 
an assistant football coach 

for the Am cats. During 
his years in Paxton, Jon 
kindly tolerated the sports 
allegiances of his Colorado 
family as he grew into a big 
booster of the New England 
Patriots and the Boston 
Red Sox. 

He moved back to Monte 
Vista in 2017, where he at-
tended Trinidad State Ju-
nior College and earned an 
associate degree in diesel 
mechanics. Jon worked for 
Tractor Supply and Napa 
Auto Parts in Alamosa. 

Jon loved wearing a 
cowboy hat and boots along 
with any item of clothing 
adorned with the name of 
his favorite teams includ-
ing hats, underwear, shoes, 
socks, T-shirts and jackets. 
He loved to hunt and play 

video games and listen to 
the Dave Matthews Band, 
John Prime and Josh
Turner. He was outgoing 
and confident all his life 
and always carried joy — 
making everyone around 
him happy. 

Jon is survived by his 
mother, Mary Hutchinson,
Monte Vista; his father,
Rev. Warren Hicks and
stepmother, Rev. Lisa
Green, Hampton, VA.;
and his stepsister, Mary 
Mitchell, Houston. He also 
is survived by five aunts, 
seven uncles and seven
first cousins; all of whom 
adored him. 

Finally, he is survived by
his fiancée, Jessie Fraser, 
and her children: Lola, Lily
and Logan; to whom Jon 
was bonded. 

He was preceded in
death by his sister, Kath-
ryn Blake Hicks, who
died at age 7 in 1998; his 
grandparents, Pat and Ed 
Hutchinson, Denver; and 
Sally and Donovan Hicks, 
Granby. 

A celebration of Jon’s
bright life will be held at a 
safer time. Arrangements 
in care of Strohmayer’s
Funeral Home.

Jonathan Joseph Hicks, 24

CENTER  — Larry Glen 
Reed, 80, passed away on 
April 16, 2020. He was 
born on June 22, 1939, in 
Worland, WY to William 
and Florence Reed.  

Larry graduated from 
Cody high school in Cody, 
WY in 1957 and achieved 
his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Science and Physics from 
the University of Wyo-
ming in 1961. He honor-
ably served his country in 
the United States Army. 
Larry moved to the San 
Luis Valley in the late 60s 
to start farming from the 
ground up. 

Over the next 50 years 
-- following his dream of 
farming -- he worked the 
land farming potatoes and 
wheat. On April 24, 1982, 
Larry married the love 
of his life, Vivian Janice 
Todd, in Monte Vista. He 
cherished his time with 
Janice -- especially sneak-

ing away from the farm to 
drive up to the mountains 
for a picnic.  

Larry lovingly cared for 
his wife at home, until her 
passing on Dec. 1, 2015. 
Larry was a member of 
the Monte Vista Methodist 

Church. 
Larry is survived by his 

brothers: Bill (Ann) Reed 
and Joe (Kathy) Reed; as 
well as his brother-in-law, 
Glenn Todd; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and 
extended family. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, 
Janice; as well as his sister, 
Janis Haeberle. 

Larry’s wishes were to be 
buried in the Monte Vista 
Cemetery with his wife. A 
private graveside service 
will be held. 

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions are suggested to the 
Trinidad Nursing Program 
and may be made in care 
of the funeral home office.  

To express condolences, 
please visit www.rogersfu-
nerals to leave a condolence 
for his family. 

Rogers Family Mortuary 
in Monte Vista is in care of 
the arrangements.

Larry Glen Reed, 80

SAN LUIS — Dolores 
Vialpando, 94,  went 
home to be with the 
Lord on April 15, 2020, 
at the Life Care Center 
of Pueblo, with Jesus by 
her side. Dolores came 
into the world on June 
29, 1925, in Ft. Collins; 
the daughter of Samuel 
Bernal and Aurelia Mae-
stas Bernal.  

Dolores was a loving 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, sis-
ter, aunt, cousin and 
friend; who enjoyed sew-
ing, reading the bible, 
crocheting and spending 
all the time she could with 
her family.  

Survivors include her 

daughters: Judy (Abel) 
Bennett of Pueblo West; 
Margie Hernandez of San 
Luis; two sisters: Josie 
(Belarmino) Arellano and 
Betty (Tony) Gallegos of 
Alamosa; and brother, 
Ernest (Maria) Bernal of 

Colorado Spring. She is 
also survived by grand-
children and many great-
grandchildren; along with 
several nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.  

Dolores was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band, Willie Vialpando; 
sisters: Stella, Jennie, 
Martha; brother, Alfonso; 
son-in-law, Humberto 
(Bear) and grandson, Jer-
emiah. 

A private graveside 
service will be held. To 
leave online condolences 
please visit romerofuner-
alhomes.com. The care of 
arrangements has been 
entrusted to Romero Fu-
neral Home of San Luis.

Dolores Vialpando, 94

VALLEY — Longtime 
Valley resident Arthur 
“Archie” Jose Vigil, 71, 
went to be with the Lord 
Friday, April 10, 2020; at 
the Penrose Hospital in 
Colorado Springs. 

A r c h i e  w a s  t h e 
eighth child of Adelina 
and Vidal Vigil, born in La 
Garita on July 18, 1948.  

He was a master plumb-
er and worked in Sacra-
mento for 35 years, until 
his retirement.  Archie 
then moved to the San 
Luis Valley and worked 
with his son, Melvin, as 
a plumber for ten more 
years.  

Archie loved the out-
doors and spent many 
nights camping in the 
mountains, fishing and 
hunting.  One of his 
most favorite things was 
spending time with his 
family and especially 
his grandchildren.  He 
adored the new babies 
that were born into his 
family.  

Archie was a very gen-
erous and humble person 

and was always helping 
out where needed.  He 
traveled all around and 
saw many different plac-
es; during his travels, he 
liked to visit his family.  
In his spare time, he could 
be found visiting Cripple 
Creek or playing BINGO. 

Archie is survived by 
his children: Arthur 
(Lori) Vigil, Jr. of Mon-
te Vista; Manuel Orlie 
(Anita) Vigil of Alamo-
sa; Melvin (Christine) 
Vigil of Alamosa; and 
James (Valentina) Vigil 
of Pueblo; his grandchil-
dren: Manuel Vigil, Jr. of 

Pueblo; Vanessa Mapp of 
Renton, WA; Jeremy Vigil 
of Pueblo; Andreas Vigil 
and Alyse Vigil, both of 
Denver; James Vigil Jr. 
and Marcella Vigil, both 
of Sacramento; Mariah 
(Joshua) Titchener and 
Brandon Vigil, all of 
Alamosa; six great-great-
grandchildren; his broth-
ers and sisters: Emelda 
(Berry) Cook of Colorado 
Springs; Ernestine Tru-
jillo of Yakima, WA; 
Raymond Vigil, Barbara 
Martinez, and Eva Mar-
tinez, all of Colorado 
Springs; Angie Bullard 
of Las Vegas; and Arcenio 
Marquez of Espanola; as 
well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, extended fam-
ily and friends. 

He is preceded in death 
by his parents; and his 
brothers: Joe Vigil, Sam-
my Vigil, Bernie Vigil, 
Leonard Vigil and Arnold 
Vigil. 

Cremation was chosen 
and a Graveside Service 
in La Garita will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Arthur “Archie” Jose Vigil, 71

MONTE VISTA — Jo-
seph Albert Vialpando, 74, 
passed away peacefully at 
his home April 13, 2020. 
Joseph was born on May 1, 
1945, in Laramie, WY; the 
son of Albert Vialpando 
and Priscilla Sanchez 
Vialpando. 

He worked as a truck 
driver for many years 
and was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus. He 
enjoyed hunting, working 
on the computer, watch-
ing Western movies, 
building things and was 
an avid Denver Broncos 
fan. He loved spending 
time with his family and 
friends and will be dearly 
missed.  

Survivors include his 
daughter, Melissa Tor-

rez of Colorado Springs; 
son, Jordan Vialpando 
of Monte Vista; grand-
daughter, Ursula Torrez of 
Colorado Springs; sisters: 
Mable (Levi) Vialpan-
do of Colorado Springs; 

Judy Diaz of Colorado 
Springs; brothers: Ernest 
(Cindy) Vialpando of Colo-
rado Springs; and Steve 
(Charlene) Vialpando of 
Laramie, WY. He is also 
survived by several nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
friends.  

Joseph was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Albert and Priscilla Vial-
pando and his wife, Rita 
Vialpando. 

Cremation was chosen 
and a memorial service 
will be held at a later 
date. To leave online 
condolences please visit 
romeroufneralhomes.com. 
The care of arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Romero Funeral Home of 
Monte Vista.

Joseph Albert Vialpando, 74

Benjamin F. Shown, 92
Monte Vista resident Benjamin F. Shown, 92, passed away April 14, 2020. The 

arrangements are pending with Romero Funeral Home of Monte Vista. 

Shirley Rose Gallagher, 97 

Longtime Alamosa resident Shirley Rose Gallagher, 

97, died April 15, 2020 at The Bridge at Alamosa as-

sisted living center.

Cremation was chosen and a full obituary will be 

published at a future date.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care of the arrange-

ments.  To leave online remarks, words of comfort, 

remembrances and condolences for Shirley’s 

Dolores Vialpando, 94 
San Luis resident Dolores Vialpando, 94, passed 

away  April 15, 2020. Arrangements are pending and  
have been entrusted to Romero Valley Funeral Home 
of San Luis.

Joseph Albert Viaplando, 74
Monte Vista resident Joseph Albert Viaplando, 74, 

passed away April 13, 2020. The arrangements are 
pending with Romero Funeral Home of Monte Vista.
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Their investment will primarily support operational 
costs for San Luis Valley Animal Center and will also 
help fund the construction of the shelter, which is an-
ticipated to care for 2,500 pets per year and positively 
impact the lives of many more through community 
programs.

Alamosa County and the City of Alamosa donated a 
parcel of land for the new facility and construction is 
expected to begin in May. To ensure the community is 
adequately supported while San Luis Valley Animal 

Center is built, the League is currently employing a 
shelter manager at Valley Humane League.

Future plans for San Luis Valley Animal Center in-
clude providing community programs such as low-cost 
spay and neuter services, behavior support, subsidized 
veterinary care and humane education classes.

Anyone wishing to provide additional support to 
the operation of San Luis Valley Animal Center can 
donate at ddfl.org.

Learn more about Animal Assistance Foundation by 
visiting aaf-fd.org.

Smoking is also prohibited except 
in an enclosed vehicle or building, 
a developed recreation site or while 
in an area at least three feet in di-
ameter that is barren of flammable 
material.

Other restrictions apply relating 
to use of chainsaws, welding and 
use of explosives.

Stage 2 prohibits all of the same, 
but also includes use of fire in devel-
oped camping and picnic grounds.

Sheriff Jackson said his seven-day 

fire ban will remain in effect through 
at least April 22 unless the area 
receives significant moisture. His 
decision was based on the advice 
of local fire experts citing dry fuel 
(vegetation, etc.) conditions and 
nearly daily Red Flag Warnings due 
to high winds.

“There is no exception for agricul-
tural burning,” Jackson said, “so if 
they haven’t burned already, they’re 
going to have to wait until we get 
moisture or at least seven days.”

He added that the word hadn’t 

adequately gotten out on Wednes-
day resulting in several fires north 
of town.

In a daily update from SLV Emer-
gency, residents were reminded “If 
you reside in a county that does not 
currently have fire restrictions in 
place, please ensure you check the 
weather prior to burning and do 
not burn on a day with a red flag 
warning. Also, consider not burning 
at this time for the air quality con-
cerns for those who have a chronic 
or acute respiratory illness.”

Wearing a homemade mask in public can help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. Social media 
represents friends and neighbors cheerfully sport-
ing their masks to do their part, and for that many 
are grateful. But not everyone experiences this 
recommendation in the same way. One thing that 
is especially common during disease outbreaks is 
increased stigma. According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control Center for Preparedness and Response, 
“Stigma can affect people, places, or things. It oc-
curs when people associate a risk with something 
specific—like a minority population group—and 
there is no evidence that the risk is greater in that 
group than in the general population.” For people of 
color, racial bias and stereotypes of criminality have 

created real fears about going out in public with a 
face covering. There have already been accounts of 
people of color being removed from stores for wear-
ing masks and many fear for their lives. Because of 
this threat, some people of color have chosen not to 
wear masks in public, which has created the equally 
inappropriate response of shaming them for not do-
ing so. Remember that these are difficult times for 
everyone and we are all in this together.  

SLV COVID general questions 719-480-8719 for 
English, or 719-315-5019 for Spanish. You may also 
email your questions to slvepr@alamosacounty.org. 

CO HELP line 1-877-462-2911 (English and Spanish) 
for Colorado general information.

Fire
■ Continued from Page 1

COVID
■ Continued from Page 1

Grant
■ Continued from Page 1

We did it, Together
By ISRAEL GARCIA-HUMES

La Puente’s Director of Community 
Education

ALAMOSA — The San Luis Valley is 
a unique and mysterious place, but its 
greatest treasure is its people. 

The community that exists here is 
built-on mutual cooperation and an in-
nate desire to help one another.  Less 
than one week ago, La Puente’s Food 
Bank Network of the San Luis Valley 
called on our community to help us meet 
the growing need in our community.  

With over 22 million Americans filing 
for unemployment in the last month, 
more than ever, families are having 
to figure out how to make ends meet.  
Across the San Luis Valley, food pantries 
have seen an increase in demand for our 
services.  Hundreds of new families have 
had to reach for the first time to seek 
emergency food.  

During this pandemic, the challenge 
to help feed the local community has 
been exacerbated by the demands on 
the supply chain.  Reliable sources of 
food were unable to meet La Puente’s 
orders for the additional food required 
to feed the hungry in the community.  
So creativity was needed.  The Food 

Bank Network was able to find a sup-
plier who was willing to sell an entire 
semi-truck of food to replenish stocks.  
All that was needed was come up with 
the money to make the purchase. 

The community was called upon to 
help meet this goal.  The response was 

phenomenal. Dozens and dozens of 
local residents pledged their support 
to the cause.  The donations ranged 
from the spare change in their pocket 
to thousands of dollars.  Each donation 
was made out of love and care for our 
neighbors because strength comes in 

numbers.  
This message was heard and felt far 

and wide.  In fact, so much support 
came in that the goal of bringing a 
semi-truck worth of food was met and 
surpassed.  By coupling the support 
of local residents with the support of 
foundations and local businesses, La 
Puente’s Food Bank Network will be 
able to purchase a semi-truck and 
far more.

In fact, the community responded so 
quickly to the call that the paint on 
the “semi-meter” didn’t even get to dry 
before the initial goal was reached. 

Special thank you’s go out to San 
Luis Valley Health Foundation, CO-
VID19 Hunger Relief Fund, Buck 
Foundation, Kenneth King Founda-
tion, Colorado Health Foundation, 
Outcalt Foundation, Colorado COVID 
Relief Fund, SLV Federal Bank, & 
Mountain River Credit Union for their 
generous support of our efforts.  All 
donations will go to feeding the hungry 
in the community.

A silver lining in all of this hardship 
is the beautiful way the community 
has come and will continue to come 
together.

Courtesy photo

HobbyTown USA added to city register of historic places
ALAMOSA — For the 

second time Alamosa 
City Council held their 
bi-monthly meeting by 
Zoom webinar. The coun-
cil voted unanimously to 
add Hobbytown USA’s 
current location at 709 
Main Street as a historic 
place within the Ala-
mosa City Registry. The 
council also discussed 
topics including Ripar-
ian Park, a mobile stage 
and the reappropriation 
of funds to a Master 
Utility Infrastructure 
Plan. All of which got 
approved. 

Hobbytown USA just 
recently moved to their 
current location from 
the Villa Mall this past 
winter. After settling in 
Hobbytown USA’s own-
ers Matt and Tammy 
Abbey applied for the 
designation. Following 
review by the Historic 
Preservation Advisory 
Committee it was rec-
ommended for review 
by City Council. The 
resolution passed on 
first reading with an 
unopposed 7-0 vote. 

Alamosa’s City Coun-
cil also voted to reap-
propriate funds for the 

Master Utility infra-
structure plan. The plan 
deals partly with the 
need for a raw waterline 
at Cattails Golf Course. 
But as the city’s utilities 
reach max capacity it 
was felt that the plan 
needed the reappropri-
ated funds from the City 
Improvement Program 
(CIP). It’s important to 
note that said funds were 
accounted for within the 
city’s preparation plans 
for the economic effects 
of COVID-19. Council 
voted to approve the mo-
tion unanimously. 

The city also approved 
the first reading of an 
Intergovermental agree-
ment (IGA) between the 
local Alamosa market 
district and city for use 
of mobile event stage. 
Part of the the way the 
ordinance was written 
states that the mobile 
stage is not to leave 
county limits.  Which 
was a sticking point. 
Fol lowing Communi-
ty Activities Manager 
Andy Rice explaining 
that the city does in fact 
receive plenty of out-of-
town requests. With the 
primary concern among 

the city councilors being 
transportabi l ity and 

wear-and-tear created 
by out-of-town trans-

portation. The issues 
are also compounded by 
loaning out personnel 
as well.  

 City Councilor Char-
lie Griego urged every-
one to thing of the com-
munity and to alter the 
ordinance to include out-
of-town use following 
further discussion the 
ordinace was approved 
for a second reading on 
May 6th with Griego 
casting the lone ‘no’ vote.

At the meeting City 
Council also voted to 
approve the annexation 
of Riparian Park unani-
mously. The public hear-
ing is set for May 6th. 

The public hearing 
for the False Reporting 
ordinance (10-2020) as 
well as an approval of the 
selection of 20 pieces for 
the 4th Annual Artscape 
art loaning program 
both passed by a unani-
mous 7-0 vote. 

Courtesy photo

A piece by Blaine Steiner, one of 20 Artscape pieces 
approved in Wednesday night’s City Council Meeting, 
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 HOLLYWOOD-
-God Bless America, 
and how’s everybody? 

The White House 
reported mobile test-
ing is available to 
determine immunity 
from the corona virus 
with testing facilities 
now set up in all fifty 
states.

Baby Boomers in 
Los Angeles flocked 
to the test when we 
heard that it’s admin-
istered by sticking a straw up your nose. It 
was like old times. 

A Japanese brewery announced on Inter-
national Beer Day Tuesday it’s brewed a 
beer with no alcohol in it, but tastes exactly 
like beer with alcohol in it. What’s the point?

I’m out of the game for a long time, but it 
seems to me that drinking beer for the taste 
is like growing marijuana for the shade. 

Nancy Pelosi declared Tuesday that after 
a weekend of prayer and meditation she 
has divined that Trump is no good.

She forgot to mention the great testing 
results. Yesterday, medical experts were 
excited to announce that Democrats have 
developed herd immunity to sexual assault 
allegations. 

Fox News reports Pentagon sources say 
China sealed off contagious Wuhan from 
China but not from the world. 

Forget China, I have another theory. I 
think the DNC released the corona virus 
to keep Joe Biden from inappropriately 
touching women throughout the presiden-
tial campaign. 

Joe Biden succeeded in unifying the 
Democratic Party behind him this week. 
The Democrats who ran against him are 
falling in line behind him.

In one day, Joe Biden was endorsed by a 
Black candidate, an Asian candidate and 
a Hispanic candidate, and that was just 
Elizabeth Warren. 

The U.S. Treasury mailed out the $1,200 
stimulus checks to every working man and 
woman this week.

There’s concern the president decided 
to print his name on every check. I look 
enough like Trump to be able to cash my 
stimulus check, but I don’t know about 
everybody else. 

McDonald’s apologized for its restaurant 
in South China banning black people from 
entering due to COVID-19 fears.

This area of China has many workers 
brought in from East Africa to work con-
struction. In further attempt to deflect 
responsibility, China refers to COVID-19 
as the Detroit Virus.  

Boeing says it’s conducted successful 
tests on the world’s first pilotless passen-
ger airliner. The plane has already struck 
three pedestrians.

The computer system on the airliner is so 
advanced, it has access to over five hundred 
thousand inappropriate comments it can 
make to the flight attendants. 

A Long Island bicyclist filed a police 
report against CNN’s Andrew Cuomo for 
socializing with family and friends on his 
patio at home in The Hamptons while he’s 
recuperating from the corona virus.

Many people were shocked to hear the 
news. Non-Protestants are now living in 
The Hamptons? 

 L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti repeated his 
order Friday that L.A. will stay shut down 
for a long time despite the miniscule infec-
tion numbers locally.

There’s the problem. COVID-19’s one 
percent death rate isn’t near as scary as 
the virus’s ability to circulate in a Republic 
and create 50 Mussolini’s.

Argus Hamilton is the host comedian 
at The Comedy Store in Hollywood and 
entertains groups and organizations 
around the country. E-mail him at Argus@
ArgusHamilton.com.

God Bless 
America ...

Argus
Hamilton

LETTERS

Dear patients and families: 
Rio Grande Hospital and Clinics wants 

to assure our patients and community that 
we are closely monitoring and responding 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. We are doing 
our best to protect and serve you and our 
community. We are writing this letter to 
update you on what is happening at Rio 
Grande Hospital and the things you can 
do to prepare yourselves and your family. 

The Rio Grande Hospital Clinics have 
expanded our services to offer telemedicine 
(telehealth) to limit the risks of in-person 
visits, especially for high-risk patients: this 
includes anyone over the age of sixty-five or 
those with underlying medical conditions 
including but not limited to asthma, COPD, 
heart disease, advanced kidney disease or 
diabetes. 

COVID-19 planning may be different 
than what you are used to for several 
reasons: 

    Most people who get COVID-19 have 
mild to moderate symptoms and can be 
treated at home. 

    Those who do have a severe case are 
often older and sicker, and symptoms often 
progress rapidly. 

    Some people with COVID-19 may be-
come so ill they need a breathing machine 

for many weeks in the ICU. Even with this 
support, many people will not survive. 

We hope by now you have heard all the 
ways you can protect yourself, but here is 
a reminder. 

    Practice physical distancing. Maintain 
a six-foot distance from other people and 
wear a mask when out in public. 

    Practice good hand hygiene. 
    Don’t touch your face with unwashed 

hands. 
    Reach out and support neighbors, 

friends, and family who may be more sus-
ceptible to this infection. 

    Stay informed of guidelines from the de-
partment of public health and government. 

What you can do to plan ahead in case you 
do require hospitalization due to COVID-19: 

    Choose a Medical Decision maker (or 
“medical power or attorney”) 

    This person will speak for you if you 
cannot speak for yourself . He/she will 
make sure your doctors know about the 
care you want 

    A good medical decision maker is 
someone who: 

    Knows you, your values, and your 
wishes 

    You trust to follow your wishes and 
what is best for you 

    Is available to talk to your doctor and 
care team by phone 

    Talk to your medical decision maker and 
let him/her know your wishes. This is the 
most important step. If you know what you 
want for your medical care, share this now. 

    This Conversation Project website can 
help: http://theconversationproject.org 

    Consider an Advance Directive—this 
allows you to write down what you want 
for your medical care 

    If you have an advance directive, find 
it, review it, and share it 

    Consider making a telehealth appoint-
ment with your primary care provider to 
discuss your wishes for medical care. We 
are here to help. 

We are here to support you. Please reach 
out to us at 719-657-2418 if you have any 
questions, would like more information or 
would like to schedule a telehealth visit 
or phone call. 

If you or a loved one has concerns about 
potential coronavirus infection: fever, 
cough, shortness of breath or other flu-like 
symptoms, we ask that you please call our 
hotline at 719-657-4990. 

Sincerely, 
Rio Grande Hospital Clinic Providers

Open letter to the Citizens of Alamosa 
County:

We now know how profound the impact of 
the COVID-19 has impacted our families, our 
employees, our citizens, our business com-
munity and our county neighbors.  During 
this dark time, we have many examples of 
bright light. 

We are fortunate to have a Public Health 
Director and her team, who have aggres-
sively addressed the needs of the community 
and guided us through this pandemic, with 
mandated Public Health Orders.  These 
Health Orders are designed to help stop the 
spread of the virus and educate the public. 

Many county employees are continuing 
to work and address the needs of the com-
munity from home or the office.  We applaud 
the ingenuity of our employees so services 
can continue and meet local needs. 

We have a strong medical team of profes-
sionals at SLV Health and our local clinics 
who are devoted to treating our ill with 
superior health care and helping folks get 
to better health.  

While we all do our best to observe the 
“stay at home” order, there are many, many 
other unsung heroes still working the front 
line. From the warehouse workers, to the 
truckers, to the store clerks, to the utility 

workers, the restaurant cooks and delivery, 
etc., etc., the list is long. The bravery is real.  
Thank you for your service and for meeting 
the needs of the community. 

Now is the time to rally around our busi-
nesses that have been closed for over a 
month.  Consider purchasing a gift card so 
it can be spent when they reopen and this 
madness stops.   

As a community, we must remain vigilant, 
empowered and engaged in this time of the 
new normal.  

We must maintain social distancing. We 
must wear masks when around others.  
Wash, wash, wash your hands and use a 
disinfecting wipe when opening doors or 
touching something that is not yours.  We 
must protect and not jeopardize the health 
of our family, friends, and neighbors. 

We should also be aware of those who 
have lost their job and be encouraging to 
them during this time of stress. Pray for 
each other. 

There are many things we have not said or 
“pats of the back” that need to be given.  We 
need to remember we are a strong county, 
in a strong state, and living in a remarkable 
country.  We will survive – We will thrive 
once again. 

Sincerely,  

Alamosa County Commissioners: Michael 
Yohn, Helen Sigmond, & Darius Allen

On Wednesday March 8th the Alamosa 
Education Foundation supplied lunch 
to 67 essential staff members working 
for the Alamosa School District. The 
Foundation is sustained by donations 
and supports the ASD staff and students 
with financial assistance for projects, 
college scholarships and  activities

(Photo to the right, courtesy of Alamosa 
School District).

AEF sustains ASD 
outreach 
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Cornerstone church of Christ, Monte 
Vista offers online services through a 
YouTube channel with both bible stud-
ies, and full worship services including 
communion. Here is the link: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCYxHdz-
BMZTEvmMersV86gaQ

Where is god in covid crisis? That’s part of the story
 Queen Elizabeth II has seen more 

than her share of good and evil during her 
68 years on the British throne.

 Candles shining in the darkness 
just before Easter are familiar symbols of 
the presence of good, even in the hardest 
of times, said the 92-year-old queen in a 
recent address about a single 
subject affecting her people: the 
coronavirus crisis.

 “Easter isn’t canceled. 
Indeed, we need Easter as much 
as ever,” she said. “The discovery 
of the risen Christ on the first 
Easter Day gave his followers 
new hope and fresh purpose, 
and we can all take heart from 
this. We know that coronavirus 
will not overcome us. As dark as 
death can be -- particularly for 
those suffering with grief -- light 
and life are greater.”

 An ancient question loomed over 
the queen’s remarks: Where is God during 
this global pandemic that threatens the 
lives and futures of millions of people?

 Theologians have a name -- “theo-
dicy” -- for this puzzle. One website defines 
this term as “a branch of theology ... that 
attempts to reconcile the existence of evil 
in the world with the assumption of a be-
nevolent God.”

 In his book “God in the Dock,” the 
Christian apologist C.S. Lewis of Oxford 
University argued that “modern man” now 

assumes, when evil occurs, that God is on 
trial. This process “may even end in God’s 
acquittal,” he noted. “But the important 
thing is that Man is on the Bench and God 
is in the Dock.”

 This tension can be seen during 
news coverage of tragedies, wars, disasters 

and pandemics. Ordinary people 
involved in these stories often 
address “theodicy” questions, 
whether journalists realize it 
or not. This is a pattern I have 
observed many times -- since this 
past week marked my 32nd an-
niversary writing this nationally 
syndicated “On Religion” column.

 The late Peter Jennings 
of “ABC World News Tonight” 
noted that, whenever news teams 
cover disasters, reporters often 
ask questions that sound like 
this: “How did you get through 

this terrible experience?” Survivors fre-
quently reply: “I don’t know. I just prayed. 
Without God’s help, I don’t think I could 
have made it.”

 What happens next, Jennings once 
told me, illustrates the gap that separates 
many journalists and most Americans. 
There will be an awkward silence, he said, 
and then the reporter will say something 
like, “That’s nice. But what REALLY got 
you through this?”

 Here we go again. The COVID-19 
crisis will, for many ordinary people, raise 

unavoidable questions about darkness and 
light, evil and good. Journalists will have 
to face this, since we are dealing with one 
of the biggest stories of our era.

 How big? We don’t know yet. How-
ever, I believe that -- depending on the final 
death toll -- this could be the biggest global 
“theodicy” story since World War II. The 
health and financial toll will cause many 
people to reject God, while others will dig 
deeper into their faith traditions.

 It’s crucial that journalists see the 
personal faith issues in this crisis, rather 
than thinking in “impersonal” terms about 
major historic events, like the Black Plagues 
or the Holocaust, said Russell Moore, leader 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Eth-
ics and Religious Liberty Commission in 
Nashville and Washington, D.C.

 With Sept. 11, he said, it was easy 
to see parallels to Pearl Harbor and other 
acts of terrorism -- events that affected our 
parents and grandparents. “So journalists 
may have been rattled” by terrorism, he 
said, “but they knew where they thought 

that story was going to go. They had seen 
this before.”

 Now, the world faces a disaster that 
resembles plagues of the past, combined 
-- potentially -- with a major economic 
depression, said Moore. It’s a story that 
“no one really expected and nobody really 
knows how this will end.”

 For religious believers, this crisis 
is causing a kind of grief and lamenting 
that “is truly unique and very personal” 
since, in their attempts to fight the virus, 
they can’t even come together in worship to 
share their questions, pain and suffering.

 “The church has been through 
things like this in the past, and we see that 
in scripture and in our hymns and in church 
history,” said Moore. “What many people 
are struggling with is trying to understand 
that something like this could happen in 
our world today -- in 2020.”

 (Terry Mattingly leads GetReli-
gion.org and lives in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
He is a senior fellow at the Overby Center 
at the University of Mississippi.)

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Charitable giving snapshot 
Charitable giving is on the rise. 

The National Philanthropic Trust 
says that, in 2017, Americans gave 
$410.02 billion to charity, reflecting 
a 5.2 percent increase from 2016. On 
average, $10.6 billion is donated by 
Canadians every year, with nearly 
85 percent of the Canadian popula-
tion age 15 and older donating to 
charitable and nonprofit organiza-
tions, offers the charitable giving 
resource Imagine Canada.

Individual giving is the largest 
source of  charitable donations, 
accounting for 70 percent of total 
giving. Foundations and bequests 
take the second and third spots. 
Corporations round out the top four, 
according to research from Giving 
USA.

Cred i tDonkey  ind i cates  that 
roughly 61 percent of people between 
the ages of 35 and 44 will donate to 
charity this year. Other age groups 
are less likely to follow suit. 

Despite being the largest demo-
graphic by age in the United States, 
millennials (people between the ages 
of 18 and 34) donate less and volun-
teer less for charitable causes than 
other age groups, except in regard 
to one particular means of donating. 
According to the research firm Mas-
solution, millennials are the driv-
ing force behind the crowdfunding 
movement. Crowdfunding accounted 
for $3 billion of charitable giving in 
2014. Millennials are three times 
more likely than Baby Boomers to 
donate to a crowdfunding campaign 
and 70 percent more likely than 
Gen Xers.

Environmental causes, animal 
charities, arts, culture, and health 
causes experienced the largest 
jumps in contributions in 2017. 
Education-based giving saw rela-

tively slower growth. 
While the majority of donations 

in the United States were made to 
religious organizations in 2017, 17 
percent of American families have 
reduced the amount that they give 
to their local churches, offers Non-
profits Source. 

In Canada, the average number of 
organizations each donor supports 
is close to four. While the average 
amount Canadians donate is $446 
per person, and the people who 
donate the most are members of 
Generation X, people 65 and over 
have the highest average donation, 
at $643 per year.

Charitable giving can come in the 
form of volunteerism as well. The 
National Philanthropic Trust says 
approximately 25 percent of the 
adult population volunteers their 
time. Americans contribute what 
would equate to $193 billion of their 
time to various efforts.

North Americans are charitable 
people, continuing to offer their 
money and time to help those in 
need.  GB18B436
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MOSCA – Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and 
Preserve is announcing 
additional modifications 
to operations in response 
to a request from the 
Alamosa County Public 
Health Department.  The 
health and safety of our 
visitors, employees, vol-
unteers, and partners is 
our number one priority.

Effective Friday, April 
17, at midnight, Great 
Sand Dunes wil l  be 
closed to all park visitors 
until further notice. This 
closure includes all pub-
lic access points, park 
roads, and backcountry 
access. We will notify 
the public when we re-
sume full operations and 
provide updates on our 
website www.nps.gov/
grsa and social media 
channels.  

“We have been moni-
toring conditions at the 
park and working closely 
with the local public 
health officials,” stated 
Park Superintendent 
Pamela Rice. “Due to 
increasing visitation, we 
can no longer mitigate 
the risk of exposure to 
the novel coronavirus 
and agree that it is in the 
public’s best interest to 
close at this time.”

Despite stay-at-home 
orders across the coun-
try, Great Sand Dunes 
continues to see increas-
ing visitation, crowding, 
and a high percentage of 
out-of-state visitors. A 
park closure will align 
with the county’s request 
to further minimize the 
risks associated with the 
novel coronavirus and 
not compromise the local 
healthcare system.

“As a former park 
ranger at the Great 
Sand Dunes, it gives me 
no pleasure to recom-
mend closure of one of 
our national treasures, 
even for a brief period of 
time,” Alamosa County 
Public Health Director 

Della Cox-Vieira said. 
“However, it is my duty 
to protect the people of 
Alamosa County dur-
ing this pandemic, and 
that includes the staff 
of Great Sand Dunes 
National Park and Pre-
serve and any potential 
visitors.”   

Rice added, “We look 
forward to the day when 
we can welcome visitors 
once again to enjoy the 
amazing resources and 
recreational opportu-
nities at Great Sand 
Dunes.”

The NPS encourages 
people to take advantage 
of the many digital tools 
already available to ex-
plore Great Sand Dunes 
including:  

* Interactive learning 
activities including col-
oring pages and Junior 
Ranger opportunities 
can be found on our 
website here, https://
www.nps.gov/grsa/learn/
kidsyouth/index.htm.

* Virtual  passport 
cancellation stamps for 
Great Sand Dunes are 
available at https://www.
nps.gov/grsa/planyour-
visit/conditions.htm.

* We encourage visi-
tors to check out our 
youtube channel, www.
youtube.com/greatsand-
dunesnpp, to watch high-
lights of the annual 
Robotics Challenge, or 
experience 40 seconds 
of the refreshing sights 
and sounds of lower 
Mosca Canyon in fall. 
If you ever wondered 
what the views were like 
from higher elevations, 
virtually summit Mount 
Herard (13,297 feet / 
4053 m) in Great Sand 
Dunes National Preserve 
or take a digital tour of 
the Trujillo Homesteads 
National Historic Land-
mark.

Updates about NPS 
operations will be posted 
on www.nps.gov/corona-
virus.

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve 
Closed Until Further Notice

DENVER – Colorado 
12th graders would be able 
to take the SAT test on a 
school day next fall for no 
cost under an agreement 
the Colorado Department 
of Education is pursuing 
with the College Board, 
the organization that ad-
ministers the test.

This spring’s adminis-
tration of the SAT, along 
with the rest of the state’s 
assessment requirements 
for the 2019-20 school 
year, was suspended by 
Gov. Jared Polis’ executive 
order due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Given the SAT plays an 
important role in the lives 
of Colorado’s high school 
students as a means of 
demonstrating readiness 
for graduation and post-
secondary experiences, as 
well as providing schol-
arship opportunities, a 
commitment was made 
to investigate alternative 
testing options.

“It’s important for many 
of our students and their 
families to know the state 
is still planning to provide 
them with an opportunity 
to take the test for free 

on a school day,” said 
Katy Anthes, Colorado’s 
education commissioner. 
“Preserving continuity in 
the assessment expecta-
tions and experiences is 
especially important now 
as Colorado high school 
students navigate the 
many changes brought 
about by the national 
emergency.”

CDE expects it would 
be able to offer vouchers 
for interested students 
who are unable to take 
the SAT on the designated 
school day to participate in 
a national administration 
on a Saturday this fall. 
Additionally, options for 
offering the PSAT tests 
that are normally taken by 
ninth and 10th graders are 
being investigated.

The results of the assess-
ments are not intended 
for school and district 
accountability, which has 
been paused for the 2020-
2021 school year.

As with all state pro-
grams, a fall administra-
tion of the assessment 
depends on adequate state 
funds being available.

Colorado plans 
to offer seniors 
free SAT tests 

Courier file photo
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163
LOST & FOUND

LOST A PAIR of men’s 
black work boots on W. 
Hwy 160 on way to a fire 
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser before 
Del Viento Road. If found 
please call 719-580-0398.
(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is look-
ing for highly motivated 
Middle School Science 
Teacher that has a desire 
to teach and the abil-
ity to pass their passion 
of learning onto stu-
dents. For more infor-
mation please contact 
Mr. Stagner at 719-378-
2310 or bstagner@san-
greschools.org. Teach-
ing applications may be 
downloaded from sdc.
schooldesk.net. Positions 
open until filled.(4/25)
M EDICA L TECH-
NOLOGIST – (ALA-
MOSA, CO) San Luis 
Valley Health: Performs 
all antibody screening, 
identification, & cross 
matching procedures 
req›d in the administra-
tion of blood & blood 
components. Reqs: Bach-
elor’s (or foreign equiv) 
in medical technology 
or related. 5 yrs exp as a 
medical technologist or 
related, which must incl 
setting up new laboratory 
& preparing standard 
operating procedure in all 
areas of the lab; monitor 
continuous team compli-
ance & implement techni-
cal & QA policies based 
on established standards 
to ensure a successful 
accreditation & reac-
creditation; initiation & 
implementation of new 
test method validation & 
setting up fundamentals 
for laboratory testing; 
perform antibody identi-
fication, elution, & phe-
notyping; & performed 
& oversaw validation 
exper iments of new 
tests. To apply, email re-
sumes to Brent Lehto and 
reference #1004 Brent.
Lehto@slvrmc.org.(4/17)
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TOR R E S BU I L D -
ERS, LLC is now hiring  
skilled carpenters and 
laborers.  Please email 
resumes to torresbuild-
ersl lc@outlook.com,  
Call Joe 719-580-5860 
with TORRES BUILD-
ERS LLC.(5/1)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
now accepting applica-
tions for a .5 graphic 
design & photography 
teacher. Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License, or 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate and 
acceptable. Please sub-
mit a District applica-
tion, resume, cover letter, 
transcripts and creden-
tials to apply@south-
conejos.com. Deadline 
4/16/2020.(4/16)

THE SAN LUIS Care 
Center in Alamosa are 
currently taking appli-
cations for the follow-
ing positions: Full Time 
night shift RN, PRN 
Nurses/all shifts, Full 
Time Nurse Staff De-
velopment Coordinator 
, PRN Cook, PRN Diet 
Aide, and PRN Hostess. 
Please apply in person 
at the San Luis Care 
Center, 240 Craft Drive 
in Alamosa or call 719-
589-9081.(4/29)

TEMPORARY EM-
PLOYMENT: GUA-
DALUPE Parish Credit 
Union has an opening 
for a temporary Member 
Service Representative. 
Banking experience, 
excellent communica-
tion and computer skills 
is required. Bilingual 
preferred. Please submit 
a resume and three pro-
fessional references to 
GPCU, Attention: Rob-
ert A. Chavez, President/
CEO, P.O. Box 97, An-
tonito, CO 81120 or drop 
off at the main branch. 
Application deadline is 
Friday, April 17, 2020 at 
5pm. For more informa-
tion please contact Rob-
ert A. Chavez, President/
CEO at 719-376-5413.
(4/17)
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MONTE VISTA ES-
TATES Nursing Home 
is seeking a full time 
day shift RN to add 
to our amazing team! 
Shift is 6am-6:30 PM-
Wednesday, Thursday, 
F r id ay  (one  we ek) 
Thursday, Friday Sat-
urday (second week) 
rotating schedule. The 
op en  p osi t ions  a r e 
essential roles in the 
overall care offered to 
our residents. Seeking 
a full time day shift 
CNA Seeking a full 
time evening shift (2-
10) shift CNA. If you 
love working with the 
elderly and enjoy mak-
ing a difference in the 
lives of our residents, 
please contact us. We 
look forward to having 
you join our team.(5/8)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
HAY AND grain farm 
hand needed. signing 
bonus plus wages. Call 
for more info. 719-588-
0207(5/8)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for a 
Secondary Spanish/PE 
Teacher. Appl icants 
must have a cur rent 
Colorado teaching li-
cense.  Appl icat ions 
can be downloaded at 
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is 
an EOE & E.(5/5)
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SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL district is 
accepting applications 
for middle school girls 
volleyball coach.  Ap-
plicants must be will-
ing to meet all CHSAA 
guidelines.  For more 
information, contact Mr. 
Lucero at mlucero@
sierragrandeschool.net.  
Applications are avail-
able at Sierra Grande 
School district at 17523 
Hwy 160, Blanca, Co 
81123 or www.sierra-
grandeschool.net.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
open until filled.  Sierra 
Grande is an equal op-
portunity employer.(5/8)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL district is 
accepting applications 
for Girls high school 
head basketball coach;  
applicants must be will-
ing to meet all CHSAA 
guidelines.  For more 
information, please see 
the school  website for 
detailed information or 
contact Mr. Lucero at 
mlucero@sierragrande-
school.net.  Applications 
available on website or 
at Sierra Grande School 
District at 17523 Hwy 
160, Blanca, Co 81123 
or www.sierragrande-
school.net.  Application 
deadline is open until 
filled. Sierra Grande is 
an equal opportunity 
employer.(5/8)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

RIO GRANDE DISTRICT COURT

Rio Grande County, Colorado
Court Address:   6th and Cherry Street,    Del Norte, Colorado 81132
Telephone: (719) 675-3394  Fax (719) 657 2636
COURT USE ONLY
Plaintiffs:  
RUDY J. MARTINEZ AND LYDIA M. MARTINEZ as Trustees of the 
RUDY J. MARTINEZ AND LYDIA M. MARTINEZ LIVING TRUST, 
dated June 30, 1995
v.
Defendants:  
RALPH PEREZ, GAY ELIZABETH LUJAN, RICARDO JESUS FAL-
CON, JR., AGNES LOVIDA SOLIS, ANGELICA MARIA SANCHEZ, 
JANICE SANCHEZ, DAVID EDWARD PACHECO, ROSANNE PA-
CHECO, KEVIN ATENCIO, DAVINE ATENCIO, EARNEST  MILTON 
MARTINEZ, the estate of OPHELIA DOLORES MARTINEZ, the es-
tate of EPIFANIO MARTINEZ the UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, and 
all unknown persons  who may claim an interest in the subject matter 
of this action,  
Attorney for Plaintiffs: William F. Dunn, Reg. 1036
585 Columbia Avenue, Del Norte, Colorado 81132
Phone Number:   (719) 657-3323
FAX Number:     (719) 657-3324
E-mail:  bill@dunn-law.com
Case Number: 2019CV030030
Division:       
Courtroom:
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO ALL ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS AND ALL UNKNOWN PER-
SONS WHO MAY CLAIM  ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MAT-
TER OF THIS ACTION:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint To Quiet Title filed with the Court 
in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or other 
response.  You are required to file your answer or other response 
within 30 days after the service of this summons upon you.  Service 
of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last publication.  
A copy of the Complaint to Quiet Title may be obtained from the Clerk 
of the Court. 
If you fail to file your Answer or other response to the Complaint to 
Quiet Title in writing within 30 days after the date of the last publica-
tion, judgment by default may be entered against you by the court 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint o Quiet Title without further 
notice.
This is an action in rem to quiet title to a tract of land containing 2.80 
acres, more or less, located in the NW?NE? of Section 7, Township 
39 North, Range 7 East, N.M.P.M., Rio Grande County, Colorado.  A 
complete legal description of the subject property is attached to the 
Complaint now on file with the Clerk of the District Court in the above 
captioned case.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2020.
Published in the Alamosa Valley Courier
First Publication:  March 20, 2020
Last Publication: April 17, 2020
________/s/_____________________
William F. Dunn, Reg. No. 1036
Attorney for Plaintiffs
No. 1368
Published in the Valley Courier on March 20, 27, April 3, 10, and 17, 
2020.

CONEJOS COMBINED COURT, CONEJOS COUNTY

Address: 6683 County Road 13
P.O. Box 128
Conejos, CO 81129
Phone:       (719) 376-5465
In the Matter of the Estate of:
Ronald Jay Nielson a/k/a Ronald J. Nielson
Deceased.
COURT USE ONLY
Attorneys for Petitioners: 
Rabea Taylor, #43332
Andrew E. Swan, #46665
LEWIS | KUHN | SWAN PC
620 North Tejon Street, Suite 101
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903
Phone: (719) 694-3000
Email:  rtaylor@lks.law
 aswan@lks.law
Case Number: 2020PR030001
Division: C           Courtroom: 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Ronald Jay Nielson, Deceased  Case Number 
2020PR030001
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to 
District Court of Conejos, County, Colorado
on or before August 3, 2020 or the claims may be forever barred.
Rabea Taylor 
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
620 N. Tejon St. Ste 101
Address
Colorado Springs, Colorado, 80903
City, State, Zip Code
No. 1383
Published in the Valley Courier on April 3, 10, and 17, 2020.

NOTICE OF PENDING

NON-SIMULTANEOUS EXCHANGE OF STATE LAND

NOTICE is hereby provided that the State Board of Land Commis-
sioners (“Board”) has authorized the initiation of a non-simultaneous 
exchange of land pursuant to Article IX, § 9 of the Colorado Consti-
tution and Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 36-1-124.3 and 124.5 for 
the following parcel of state trust land located in Alamosa County, 
Colorado:
1 acre +/-, Section 16, Township 38 North, Range 9 East of the New 
Mexico Meridian
The surface rights of the above-described parcel are proposed to be 
conveyed by Patent for cash that will be deposited with the State 
Treasurer for the Board to acquire replacement property it identifies 
at a future date. The minerals and all other subsurface rights, and 
access thereto, are reserved.
Under the terms and provisions of Colorado Revised Statute § 36-
1-124.3, the Board will transfer this parcel directly to the Board of 
County Commissioners of Alamosa County, Colorado in accordance 
with Board Order 2020-016. The purpose of the disposal is to benefit 
the Board operations as required by Section 10 of Article IX of the 
State Constitution.
The Board will consider the disposal at a public meeting on a future 
date that is at least sixty days beyond the first notification date of this 
Notice at the offices of the State Land Board, 1127 Sherman Street, 
2nd Floor, Denver, Colorado, 80203.
The minimum exchange price for the parcel is $30,000. 
The publication of this Notice on April 3, 2020, begins a public no-
tice period during which written comments may be submitted to the 
Board. To be considered, comments must be received in writing or in 
email by 5 p.m. on May 1, 2020, by Matthew LaFontaine, 1127 Sher-
man Street, Suite 300, Denver, CO 80203 or 
matthew.lafontaine@state.co.us. 
Comments on the proposed direct exchange must be clearly marked 
“Comments on the Mount Pleasant School Site Direct Transaction”. 
The Board will hear and receive testimony and evidence, and con-
sider all timely comments at their public meeting, currently scheduled 
for July 8th, 2020 beginning at or around 8:00 a.m. at the offices of 
the State Land Board.  Due to the possibility that the time and location 
of public meetings may change, check the Board’s website for the 
latest information at: 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/statelandboard/public-meetings.
Newspaper: The Valley Courier
Publication Dates: 4/3/2020, 4/10/2020, 4/17/2020, 4/24/2020                           
RE Transaction: 19-015
No. 1385
Published in the Valley Courier on April 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2020.

NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area Agency on Aging for Re-
gion 8 is accepting Request for Proposals (RFP) from both the public 
and private sectors representing both nonprofit and for profit entities 
interested in providing services to people age 60 and older for Fiscal 
Year 2020-2021.  Services include:  Transportation, Nutrition Program 
– Home-Delivered Meals and Congregate Meals, In-Home Home-
maker and Chore Services, National Family Caregiver Program.  
Other avenues of services to older adults will also be considered.  
Area Agency on Aging, Region 8 service area includes the counties 
of Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache.  
RFP packets and instructions are available at South-Central Colo-
rado Seniors, 1116 3rd Street, P.O. Box 639, Alamosa, CO  81101.  
Completed proposals are due to South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc., Administrative office, 1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, CO by 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 30, 2017. For more information, please call Monica 
Wolfe, Director, 719-589-4511.
No. 1386
Published in the Valley Courier on April 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 
18, and 21, 2020,

NOTICE OF PENDING

NON-SIMULTANEOUS EXCHANGE

NOTICE is hereby provided that the State Board of Land Commis-
sioners (“Board”) has authorized a non-simultaneous exchange (“Ex-
change”) pursuant to Article IX, § 9 of the Colorado Constitution and 
§ 36-1-124.5, CRS for the following parcel of state trust land below 
described:     
PARCEL A
TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST OF THE NEW MEXICO 
MERIDIAN
SECTION 27: NW1/4, containing 160 acres, more or less
PARCEL B
TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST OF THE NEW MEXICO 
MERIDIAN
SECTION 28: NE1/4SE1/4, containing 40 acres, more or less
Altogether the (“State Property”)
(The legal description for the State Property may be modified by a 
final survey)
SUBJECT TO any and all covenants, restrictions, easements and 
rights-of-way, whether or not of record. Only the surface rights of the 
State Property are proposed to be conveyed by patent for cash that 
will be deposited with the State Treasurer for the Board to acquire 
replacement property it identifies at a future date. All mineral rights, 
including sand and gravel, all subsurface rights, all Denver Basin 
groundwater, and geothermal rights, if any, and access thereto on 
the State Property, are reserved to the Board. Each parcel described 
above requires a separate cash bid. The minimum acceptable value 
to bid for the surface rights of the State Property in this Exchange is 
set at Parcel A: $144,000 and Parcel B: $40,000.  
The publication of this notice on April 17, 2020 begins the 4-week 
public notice period required by 36-1-124(1), C.R.S.
All comments on the Exchange must be clearly marked “Comments 
on the Mogote Parcels Exchange”. Comments must be emailed to 
matthew.lafontaine@state.co.us or mailed to Matthew LaFontaine, 
Acquisition and Disposition Manager, 1127 Sherman Street, Suite 
300, Denver, Colorado 80203 (“Submission Address”).
All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope on the Board’s Appli-
cation for Acquisition of State Trust Land with a $100 non-refundable 
fee. The sealed envelope must be clearly marked “Bid for the Mogote 
Parcels Exchange” followed by the parcel(s) being bid upon. A sepa-
rate application and fee must be provided for each parcel.  Bids must 
be mailed or delivered in person to the Submission Address. Bids 
received without the fee or via facsimile or electronic mail will not be 
considered. 
All sealed bids and comments must be received by 3 p.m. on May 
27, 2020 (“Bid Deadline”). Bids and comments received after the Bid 
Deadline will not be considered.  
Board staff will open the sealed bids, if any, on the Bid Deadline at the 
State Land Board main offices at 1127 Sherman Street, Suite 300, 
Denver, CO 80203, to verify that the bids received meet the mini-
mum requirements. In the event that Executive Order D 2020 017 or 
any subsequent extension in kind is in effect as of the Bid Deadline, 
participants may call into the bid opening at (303) 866-3454 x3334. 
If only one bid is received and it meets the minimum requirements 
specified herein, Board staff is authorized to approve such bid as 
the successful bidder(s). If multiple or alternative bids are received, 
all bids meeting the minimum requirements specified herein, will be 
presented to the Board in open session at a future Board meeting. 
The Board will review all bids presented and determine, at its sole 
discretion, which bid best meets the needs of the trust(s) the par-
cels benefit. The Board reserves the right to reject all bids for the 
State Property and the right to withdraw the parcel from availabil-
ity for any exchange or transaction. Following the Board’s or Board 
staff’s determination of the successful bidder(s), Board staff will notify 
the successful bidder(s), if any. The State Land Board reserves the 
right to require a best and final bid on each of these transactions. 
Participation in the bidding process does not create any rights until 
the Board or Board staff has approved the successful bidder(s) and 
a contract has been fully signed by both parties.  All costs incurred in 
the submission of any comments or bids are solely at the expense of 
the party submitting such comments and/or bids, and the Board shall 
in no event be liable for any such costs. 
A more detailed description of the above-described State Property 
and additional information and bid application forms can be obtained 
online at:    
colorado.gov/statelandboard/proposals-bids
The State Land Board has not made, does not make, and specifically 
negates and disclaims any representations, warranties, promises, 
covenants, agreements, or guaranties of any kind or character what-
soever, whether express or implied, verbal or written, past, present, 
or future, of, as to, concerning or with respect to the State Property 
including, but not limited to: (a) the value, nature, quality, or condition 
of the State Property, including, without limitation, the water, soil, and 
geology; (b) the income to be derived from the State Property; (c) 
the suitability of the State Property for any and all activities and uses 
which successful bidder(s) may conduct thereon; (d) the compliance 
of or by the State Property or its operation with any laws, rules, or-
dinances, or regulations of any applicable governmental authority or 
body; (e) the habitability, merchantability, marketability, profitability, or 
fitness for a particular purpose of the State Property; (f) the existence 
of any access to the parcel(s) from public thoroughfares; or (g) any 
other matter with respect to the State Property.
The successful bidder(s) will be required to cooperate with the Board 
in complying with the mandates of CRS § 36-1-118(4)(a) and (b) and 
§ 36-1-119.  
Newspaper: The Valley Courier 
Publication Dates: 4/17/2020, 4/24/2020, 5/1/2020, 5/8/2020
Transaction: TRXN 19-014 MOGOTE PARCELS - Public Notice
No. 1396
Published in the Valley Courier on April 17, 24, May 1, and 8, 2020.

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION RESULTS

FOR THE REGULAR ELECTION 

HELD Tuesday, April 7, 2020
TOWN OF LA JARA, COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLO-
RADO.
I, Shawn Pagnotta, Town Clerk of the Town of La Jara, certify that the 
following is a true and correct statement of the results of the regular 
election for the Town of La Jara, at which time the eligible electors of 
the district voted as indicated:
For Each Candidate Elected to Office:
 Name  Office   
Votes Counted  Term
Paula Medina  Mayor    
 98   4 years
Austin Valdez  Trustee   
 129   4 years
Margie Wagoner  Trustee   
 126   4 years
Annette Chavez  Trustee   
 121   4 years
Rocky Villagomez Trustee    
111   2 years
Effective April 13th, 2020
Shawn Pagnotta, CMC, Town Clerk
Larry Zaragoza, Mayor
No. 1402
Published in the Valley Courier on April 17, 2020.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids in an envelope marked or emailed with the subject line: 
EAST ALAMOSA WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
US 160 AND SH 17 INTERSECTION PROJECT
Bids will be received until May 7, 2020 at 1:00 PM Mountain Time by 
East Alamosa Water and Sanitation District at 10 Costilla Avenue, 
Alamosa, Colorado 81101 or at jamie@eastalamosaws.org. 
Plans, Specifications and bid forms are available online at http://www.
rgengineers.com/project-bidding.html.  
The US 160 and SH 17 INTERSECTION PROJECT will consist of 
abandoning an existing sanitary sewer line and replacing it with ap-
proximately 606 LF of 8-inch PVC, 4 manholes, 2 service connec-
tions, the removal and replacement of one fire hydrant and the re-
location of a 2-inch remote read metering station. This project will 
be under the cover of a larger CDOT project known as “Federal Aid 
Project No. FSA 1602-159 US HIGHWAY No. 160 Construction Proj-
ect Code No. 21138”. The CDOT project contractor will remove the 
existing asphalt pavement for the US 160 and SH 17 Intersection 
Project, provide traffic control for the entire project duration and will 
provide intersection re-alignment and concrete paving of the ultimate 
roadway section. The project will require the contractor to coordinate 
with other utilities and contractors. The installation of the proposed 
sanitary sewer will be phased and may require two mobilizations 
and demobilizations. The phasing may be subject to changes as the 
CDOT contractor is selected.  
RG and Associates, LLC
By: Gary E. Welp, P.E., CFM
Senior Project Manager
No. 1405
Published in the Valley Courier on April 17, 24, and May 1, 2020.
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HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seeking 
a girls Middle School Bas-
ketball coach for the 2020 
/ 2021 season.  For more 
information contact Brady 
Stagner at 719-378-2310 or 
bstagner@sangreschools.
org. Applications are avail-
able at sdc.schooldesk.net.
(4/25)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seeking 
a girls High School Bas-
ketball coach for the 2020 
/ 2021 season.  For more 
information contact Brady 
Stagner at 719-378-2310 or 
bstagner@sangreschools.
org. Applications are avail-
able at sdc.schooldesk.net.
(4/25)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Middle School Math 
Teacher. A complete list 
of desired qualifications 
and experience is posted 
on the district website. 
Monte Vista School Dis-
trict offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package including 
employee health, dental, 
vision, and life cover-
age. Applications may be 
submitted to the District 
Office, 345 E. Prospect 
Ave., Monte Vista, CO 
81144, until the position 
is filled. Applications may 
be downloaded from the 
district website http://ww2.
monte.k12.co.us/employ-
ment-opportunities.html 
or call 719-852-5996.(4/28)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Second Grade Teacher. 
A complete list of desired 
qualifications and experi-
ence is posted on the dis-
trict website. Monte Vista 
School District offers a 
competitive salary and 
an excellent benefit pack-
age including employee 
health, dental, vision, and 
life coverage. Applica-
tions may be submitted 
to the District Office, 345 
E. Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by April 
23, 2020, or until position 
is filled.  Applications may 
be downloaded from the 
district website http://ww2.
monte.k12.co.us/employ-
ment-opportunities.html 
or call 719-852-5996.(4/28)
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COUNTY ADMINIS-
TRATOR-- HINSDALE 
County is seeking to hire 
a County Administrator. 
This position directs the 
day-to-day operations of 
Hinsdale County in ac-
cordance with policies and 
other direction provided 
by the Hinsdale Board of 
County Commissioners. 
Hinsdale County is located 
in southwestern Colorado 
and has 843 residents plus 
seasonal and second home 
owners. The annual budget 
expenditures (all funds) 
for 2020 is $5,745,653. 
Hinsdale County employs 
34 full time and 8 part 
time employees. County 
services include: Road and 
Bridge, Coroner, Build-
ing, Code Enforcement, 
Transfer Station, Sheriff, 
Health & Human Services, 
General Administration 
and other. For a full job 
description, please con-
tact accounting@hinsdale-
countycolorado.us or 970-
944-2225 ext. 103 or check 
the County website at: 
https://www.colorado.gov/
pacific/hinsdalecounty/
human-resources-7. Ap-
plications are due May 1st 
at 4:00 p.m. MST.(5/9)

T H E  U P P E R  R I O 
Grande (previously Del 
Norte) School District is 
seeking applications for 
a Jr/Sr High School Prin-
cipal for the 2020/2021 
school year.  Applicants 
must hold a current Colo-
rado Principal license.  
Previous experience as a 
Principal or Asst. Principal 
is preferred.  Applications 
may be obtained online at 
www.dncsd.org.  Please 
submit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to: Chris Burr, Superinten-
dent, cburr@urtigers.co, 
719-657-4040.(5/9) 

SANFORD SCHOOL IS 
seeking a self-motivated 
special education para-
professional willing to 
assist with multiple grade 
levels K-12 for the 20-
21 school year.  Duties 
include small group,  one-
on-one instruction, as-
sist with lesson planning, 
and curriculum.  Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org  Position opened until 
filled. Sanford Schools is 
an EOE.(5/9)
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RIO GRANDE SAV-
INGS & Loan is seek-
ing a Mor tgage and 
Consumer Loan Officer 
to join our team in the 
Monte Vista office. The 
Loan Officer is respon-
sible for promotion of 
RGSLA products and 
services, including, but 
not limited to home pur-
chase loans, home refi-
nances, consumer loans, 
and home construction 
loans. Qualified candi-
dates will have excellent 
written and verbal com-
munication skills, su-
perior customer service 
skills, and the ability to 
work independently, as 
well as cooperatively in a 
team environment. Prior 
lending experience or 
other applicable experi-
ence is preferred, but not 
required. Salary com-
mensurate with experi-
ence. RGSLA also offers 
a rich benefit program 
including a 401k match 
and a family health in-
surance plan, along with 
a stable and enriching 
work environment. For 
additional information 
please contact Denise 
Heersink @ 719-852-
7048 or deniseh@rgsla.
com. Applications avail-
able at www.rgsla.com/
contact and can be sub-
mitted to kater@rgsla.
com - deadline is April 
27, 2020.(4/25)

THE SAN LUIS Val-
ley Board of Coopera-
tive Educational Ser-
vices has positions for 
a full time occupational 
therapist and physical 
therapist. Interested ap-
plicants should hold a 
valid Colorado Special 
Services License or be 
eligible for a Tempo-
rary Educator Eligibility 
(TEE).  Application is 
available at the BOCES 
office or on-line www.
slvboces.org. Process 
requires application, let-
ter of interest, and three 
current letters of refer-
ence. Send completed 
application process to 
Nita McAuliffe, Director 
of Exceptional Student 
Services, SLV BOCES, 
2261 Enterprise Drive, 
Alamosa, CO 81101.  
Application deadline is 
April 17, 2020 or until 
positions are filled.(4/22)
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M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for an Elementary Spe-
cial Education Teach-
er for the 2020-2021 
school year. A complete 
list of desired quali-
fications and experi-
ence is posted on the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportuni-
ties.html.  Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life cov-
erage.  Applications 
may be submitted to 
the District Office, 345 
E. Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
April 20, 2020, or until 
the position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996.(4/21)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHO OL D is t r ic t 
is accepting applica-
tions for a Fifth Grade 
Teacher for the 2020-
2021 school year.  The 
person in this position 
will teach both Science 
and Language Arts.  A 
complete list of desired 
qualifications and expe-
rience is posted on the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportuni-
ties.html.  Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent benefit 
package including em-
ployee health, dental, 
vision, and life cov-
erage.  Applications 
may be submitted to 
the District Office, 345 
E. Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
April 20, 2020, or until 
the position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996.(4/21) 

JONES OIL COM-
PANY seeking route 
drivers. Need to have 
CDL Class A or B with 
hazmat and tanker en-
dorsement. Clean MVR. 
Must be 21 or older. Call 
719-754-2221 for appli-
cation.(4/22)

221
HELP WANTED

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $7.00 in hay shed 
(719) 580-2509.(5/14)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917 
(7-13-TFN)

350 - FARM 
EQUIPMENT

ELECTRIC FENCE 
VIPER, battery ener-
gizer, poly wire, 200+ 
feet, poles, and voltage 
tester. $145. Call 719-
849-1722(4/17)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

FOR SALE 2-TONS of 
Wood Pellets. For Pellet 
Stove. $400. Call 719-
588-0996.(4/18)

RAMSEY 12 VOLT Pro 
8000R Series #817508 
wench 93 ft. 5/16 cable. 
Remote switch, roller 
fairlead. 719-852-2285 
(10/22-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUPPIES 
who need a home? San 
Luis Valley Animal Wel-
fare Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedicated 
to stopping the euthanasia 
of healthy adoptable pets. 
Having pets altered is the 
number one way to stop 
pet overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies con-
tact us. We will take the 
puppies into our rescue 
and spay the mama dog for 
free after the puppies are 
weaned. If needed we will 
also provide dog food & 
gas money to get the dogs 
to us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one of 
the greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your commu-
nity. We have found good 
responsible homes for over 
8,000 animals. Contact 
719-587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.org. 
(TFN)

NEED CATS FOR mous-
ers? Want to adopt kittens? 
Help trap/neuter/release 
efforts? Donate food/lit-
ter/supplies? Low cost 
spay/neuter clinic for cats. 
http://www.catsaliveslv.
com 719-298-7028. (TFN)

FREE TO GOOD home. 
Adults and kittens. NO 
MOUSERS OR BARN 
CATS. Spay/neuter clin-
ics coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Donna K 
719-589-5952 or 719-580-
9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 2 or 
3 bedroom Mobile Home 
1981 or higher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

WANTED TO LEASE 
or lease-to-own pasture 
or hay grounds. Call 719-
850-1680.(4/25)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT 4 bed-
room 2 bath home. 
O ve r  3 0 0 0  s q . f t . 
$1050 month. Does 
include all utilities. 
No smoker s /pe t s . 
References required. 
Available May 1st. 
Call 719-589-3759.
(4/22)

614 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR RENT

MOBILE HOME LOTS 
for rent in Sanford. Elec-
tricity, water, and sewer 
hookups. Quiet and clean. 
RV’s welcome. $250 mth. 
Call 719-580-8063.(4/24)

620
STORAGE UNITS

FOR RENT 1500 sq.ft 
storage/workshop. Avail-
able April 19th. $400 
month. Call 719-589-3759.
(4/22)

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT Next 
to TSJC 1 person, Washer 
and Dryer. Utilities includ-
ed. 719-580-4689.(4/17)

717
WATER SHARES

124.54 DISTRICT 1 wa-
ter credits. Call 719-588-
9537.(4/22)

6000 GALLONS MID-
DLEMIST Water for sale. 
Dividend goes with sale. 
719-580-5915.(5/2)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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DEAR ABBY: I was mar-
ried for more than 20 years 
and am recently divorced. 
I should have done it years 
ago, but my son, “Nicky,” 
begged me not to. He’s 22. 

 I am now dating a gentle-
man, “Clyde,” and am very 
happy to be in this relation-
ship. Clyde treats me like 
a queen. I have known him 
longer than I’ve known my 
ex-husband. He and his 
family (including his ex-
wife) are close friends.

 Before we started dat-
ing, Clyde called my ex, 
told him we were going 
to start seeing each other 
and that he wanted my ex 
to hear it from him, not 
through the rumor mill. My 
ex said he was fine with it 
and thanked him for letting 
him know. 

 We then in formed 
Clyde’s kids and my son. 
Everyone was fine with it 
except Nicky. He’s upset 
that we started dating 
three months after my 
divorce. Mind you, my mar-
riage to Nicky’s father was 
over years ago. Clyde had 
nothing to do with it. Now 
my son has an “attitude” 
with Clyde. He hardly 
speaks to him and never 
spends time with us. 

 I have always been there 
for Nicky. His actions hurt. 
He can’t seem to accept that 
I’m happy and that Clyde 
and I are more than friends 
now. Before we started dat-
ing, Nicky and Clyde had a 
good relationship. How do I 
get my son to come around? 

-- SECOND CHANCE IN 
MICHIGAN

 D E A R  S E C O N D 
CHANCE: Nicky may be 
hoping that you and his 
father might one day rec-
oncile and regard Clyde as 
an interloper. Explain to 
him that the divorce may 
seem recent to him, but for 
you and his dad, it was the 
final step in disengaging 
from a marriage that had 
been over for years. Tell 
him you love him and are 
sorry he is upset, but it’s no 
excuse for treating Clyde 
badly, and you expect him 
to treat Clyde with respect, 
if not affection. Then go on 
and enjoy your life because 
you deserve it.

 DEAR ABBY: My chil-
dren attend a school where 
they are in three different 
buildings. One is in high 
school, one in middle school 
and the youngest is in 
elementary. Recently, the 
married elementary school 
principal had an affair with 
a married teacher’s assis-
tant. A few years before, 
the married middle school 
principal had an affair with 
a married teacher. 

 My concern is that the 
administration knows this 
but does nothing about it. I 
have addressed them with 
my concerns. I believe there 
was an abuse of power. If 
they are willing to sweep 
this under the rug, what 
else have they swept? 
Should I mind my own 
business or pursue the is-
sue further? -- MOM ON 

PATROL IN NEW YORK
 DEAR MOM: Because 

of the litigious environ-
ment we live in, many 
businesses and educational 
institutions have policies 
that discourage fraterni-
zation. What you consider 
an abuse of power may be 
a relationship between 
consenting adults. You say 
you have brought this to the 
attention of school admin-
istration. I think you have 
done enough. From now on, 
stay out of this unless you 
have absolute proof there 
is coercion involved.

 Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren

THE GRIZZWELLS
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Son won’t accept mom’s new 

relationship with old friend
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Sanford School District is doing its best to 
continue providing the best possible educa-
tion to its students in these difficult times. 
Many teachers in the upper-level grades 
are still meeting via conference-style apps 
and doing all online work. 

However, for the younger grades where 
hands-on learning is still very important, 
Sanford Schools has found a way to 
minimize risk to those students picking 
up packets. 

The cafeteria tables are still set up, but 
instead of serving lunches, they now serve 
packets and school assignments. 

Each table is divided by grade and 
teachers. Each student has their own spot 
to pick up their work or return any work 
that needs to be turned in. The pick-up 
day is divided up into time slots by last 
name. Families are encouraged to have 
their students pick up their supplies and 
be out of the building within five minutes.  

Technology is still very important, and 
Sanford is doing its best to continue to 
provide quality technology to its students. 
Mitch Miller, Sanford’s IT Director, is still 
as busy as ever. Since Sanford School has a 
1 to 1 technology program for all students 
third grade and up, each of those students 
were able to take home an iPad or laptop 
to continue their schoolwork.  

This has helped students connect with 
teachers daily. Many teachers are record-
ing themselves reading, giving lessons, 
and short messages. The school has put 
together messages from the staff members 
and teachers and posted it on the school’s 
website and YouTube channel.  

Courtesy photos

The cafeteria tables are set up for 
Sanford students to pick up packets 
of school work. 

Sanford schools are still strong  

Photo courtesy of SLV Health Foundation 

In appreciation for what the staff at SLV Health hospital is currently enduring, 
Kris Gosar and crew served up lunch in the parking lot on Wednesday, provid-
ing sausage sandwiches, chips, cookies and a drink. Jessica Medina, a front 
desk admitting clerk at SLVH, was among those enjoying lunch. Food was also 
delivered to SLV Health’s outlying clinics in Monte Vista, La Jara, Antonito and 
Conejos County Hospital, as well as in the evening for the night staff. “Kris 
Gosar and his team want to express how grateful they are to have SLV Health 
Employees fighting this fight (pandemic),” stated a memo to staff.

Gosar Sausage serves nearly 400


