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Courier icon succumbs to cancer
By KEITH R. CERNY

Courier Publisher
ALAMOSA — Coincidentally, 

longtime Valley Courier editor 
Ruth Heide died a year to the 
day of when Governor Jared 
Polis declared Ruth Heide Day 
in Colorado, March 30. She 
succumbed to her more than a 
year-long battle with Pancreatic 
cancer according to family mem-
bers who said she died peacefully 
at a sister’s home near Denver.

Signed by both Polis and 
State Senator Larry Crowder, 
last year’s proclamation read in 
part, “WHEREAS, Ruth Heide 
has had a dedicated career of 33 
years with the Alamosa Courier, 

11 years of which were spent as 
the Courier’s editor; and

WHEREAS, Ruth Heide’s 
commitment to the highest 
standards of journalism is 
only seconded by her strong 
devotion to her faith, her com-
munity, and the issues that are 
important to the entire San 
Luis Valley.”

Heide began her newspaper 
career at the Del Norte Prospec-
tor in March 1983 and joined 
the Courier staff as a reporter 
in December 1985. She was 
named editor in mid-2008 with 
the departure of Hew Hallock.

In a March 28, 2019 Courier 
article, Heide said, “you don’t 

have to be a minister to be 
used by God,” adding that she 
hopes God helped her “touch 
some people in positive ways.” 
A faithful worshipper in the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 
Ruth completed a double major 
in theology and journalism at 
Union College in Lincoln, Neb. 
and added a Master’s degree in 
guidance and counseling from 
Adams State University several 
years later.

While Ruth might have been 
best known for her coverage of 
water issues in the San Luis Val-
ley, she said her favorite “beat” 
probably had to be crime cases.
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Ruth Heide
Commissioners 

to meet 

‘virtually’

ALAMOSA– Due to 

the COVID-19 outbreak, 

Alamosa County Com-

missioners will be meet-

ing Wednesday via a 

virtual conference room 

established for anyone 

who would like to listen 

in to comply with the 

Colorado Open Meet-

ings Law.

Constituents may call 

605-313-6288 and use 

access code 433756# to 

hear the meeting which 

is set to begin at 8:30 a.m. 

The meeting agenda 

said accessibility may be 

limited due to network 

capacity.

The agenda includes 

a report concerning the 

Rio Grande Farm Park 

Project as well as reports 

from various depart-

ment heads.

Valley residents make gowns to help 
hospital staff

           ALAMOSA — If 
the sewers, quilters, and 
crafters of the San Luis 
Valley are keeping track, 
they can now add “medical 
gowns” to the list of what 
the generous crafters are 
making to help the inven-
tory of San Luis Valley 
Health.

While hundreds of 
masks have been made, 
valley residents are now 
gathering the material 
needed to help make the 
water-resistant gowns 
that are also in short 
supply. Because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
the need for medical pro-
tective personal gear has 
increased.

Lynn Weathers, the 
owner of the Alamosa 
Quilt Company, cre-
ated the pattern for the 
gown. The direct link 
for the pattern can be 
found at

  https://alamosaquil-
ter.blogspot.com/2020/03/
surgical-gown-project.
html

Completed gowns can 
be dropped off at the SLV 
Health Foundation of-
fice, located in the SLV 
Health Education Build-

ing at 1921 Main Street 
in Alamosa.

“I am continually and 
repeatedly amazed at 
the outpouring of sup-
port the community has 
continued to give to our 
healthcare staff during 
this time,” said Kelly 

Gurule, director of the 
SLV Health Foundation. 
“It’s wonderful, to see 
people coming together 
to help out.”

The easily disposable 
gowns will assist the 
healthcare staff in the 
fight against the possible 

spread of COVID-19.
 For more information 

about helping with mak-
ing the gowns, please 
contact Kelly Gurule at 

719-587-6359 or by email 
at gurulek@slvrmc.org, 
or Dawn Krebs at 719-
587-6359 or by email at 
dawn.krebs@slvrmc.org.

Photo courtesy of SLV Health

SLV Health staff from leftWendy DeHerrera, Tandra 
Dunn and Cindy Jackson model the medical gowns 
that were created by San Luis Valley residents.

COVID-19 Public 
Health Update

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
— New information is 
constantly being learned 
about how COVID-19 
spreads, which is why on 
Friday Governor Polis 
recommended the use of 
a non-medical cloth mask 
when you leave home 
for an essential activity. 
Research has shown that 
a DIY (Do it Yourself) 
mask can help block the 
spread of COVID-19 by 
preventing people who are 
asymptomatically infected 
from spreading the disease 
unknowingly. There are 
many ways in which you 
can create a mask to wear 
from using a bandana to 
sewing a mask using one 
of the many DIY patterns 
available. If you would like 
more about the research 
or how to make your own 
mask, you can visit www.
coloradomaskproject.com 
for more information. The 
DIY mask can help slow 
the spread of COVID-19, 
they do not provide 100% 
safety from transmission. 
It is important to wash 
your hands, follow the 
stay-at-home orders and 
adhere to the social dis-
tancing guidelines. 

During the stay-at-
home order, you should 
be limiting trips out of 
the house to no more 
than once per week to 
reduce your contact with 
those who don’t live in 
the same household. To 
help reduce the number 
of trips, meal plan ahead 

of time for a week or two, 
making a shopping list for 
those planned meals and 
do your grocery shopping 
weekly or bi-weekly. You 
can plan your other essen-
tial stops on this same day 
to pick up your prescrip-
tion or make a deposit at 
the bank. Don’t forget to 
wear your cloth face mask 
when you are doing these 
essential activities. 

As of today, April 6th, 
there are no new positive 
cases reported in the San 
Luis Valley, leaving the 
current number at 17 for 
our 6 county area. While 
the case numbers haven’t 
changed over the past 
few days, it is important 
that we do not become 
complacent and ignore 
the guidelines that have 
been implemented over 
the past few weeks. It is 
important to continue fol-
lowing the stay-at-home 
order, wearing cloth face 
masks and practicing 
social distancing. 

We’d like to ask for 
help from the community 
getting a better picture 
of how the virus has and 
is currently spreading 
in our community. Visit 
www.slvemergency.org/
slv-covid-19 and complete 
the survey if any of the 
following apply:

• You have felt ill 
since March 1st

• You are currently 
experiencing symptoms 

■ See RUTH page 3

Gov. Polis takes further 
action to address 

COVID-19
DENVER —  Gov . 

Polis signed Executive 
Orders today taking 
further action to address 
COVID-19 in Colorado. 

Gov. Polis signed an 
Executive Order amend-
ing and extending D 
2020 017 to extend the 
state-wide stay at home 
order until April 26, 
2020. The Governor also 
rescinded Executive Or-
der D 2020 013 requiring 
all Colorado employers 
to reduce their in-person 
workforce by 50%. This is 
being rescinded because 
it is superseded by the 
stay at home Executive 
Order.

The Governor also 
signed an Executive 
Order extending D 2020 
012, which limits evic-
tions, foreclosures, and 
public utility discon-

nections, as well as 
expedites unemploy-
ment insurance claims 
processing. 

Gov. Polis is taking 
steps to help families and 
businesses by extending 
additional tax filing and 
payment deadlines. Gov. 
Polis signed an Execu-
tive Order issuing a one-
month extension for fil-
ing and remitting state 
and state-administered 
local sales tax. 

In addition, the Gover-
nor extended Executive 
Orders on the temporary 
suspension of elective 
and non-essential sur-
geries and procedures, 

the closure of ski areas, 
the suspension of in-
person requirements for 
notarizations, and the 
issuance of marriage 
licenses when county 
clerk and recorder of-
fices are closed, as well 
as the suspension of 
other regulatory re-
quirements, including 
clarifications to alcohol 
delivery and takeout, 
requirements related 
to taxicab carriers, in-
person processes for 
background checks, and 
driver ’s  l icense and 
identification card re-
newal, due to the pres-
ence of COVID-19. ■ See COVID page 3
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Record

OBITUARIES

VALLEY COURIER
POLICY ON OBITUARIES

The Valley Courier charges a flat fee of $30 for 
each obituary published. Pending arrangements or 
death notices are run at no charge.

This charge affects funeral homes, as well as 
family or other representatives, that directly place 
obituaries. All paid obituaries are published on 
our web site, www.alamosanews.com, for no ad-
ditional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in publishing 
an obit, corrections will be made and the obit will be 
rerun. If the errors are on the part of the submitting 
party, an additional fee will be assessed.

San Luis Valley Crimestoppers

If you have information about an unreported or unsolved crime in the 
San Luis Valley, Crimestoppers pays for information that leads to the 
arrest of criminal offenders. Citizens may report crimes anonymously 
and remain eligible for rewards.

Call San Luis Valley Crimestoppers at 589-4111.

To report crimes 
anonymously call 
San Luis Valley 

Crimestoppers at 
589-4111.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alamosa Ma-
sonic Hall, 512 San Juan 
Ave.  Call Sharon at 589-
4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-

ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@
hotmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the 
Feelin' Good Coffeehouse 
in South Fork. Contact: 
Karen Miller, 719-873-
5466 or email mkmiller-
mink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The Al-
zheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets ev-
ery Tuesday evening 
at the College Heights 
Baptist Church at 2035 
Church Avenue in Ala-
mosa. Weigh-in is at 5:30 
p.m. with an informative 
meeting at 6:15. Anyone 
interested in having 
weight loss support is 
welcome to attend a free 
meeting or call Doris at 
589-6396 for more infor-
mation.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Alamo-
sa Public Library at 6:30 

p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or 
slvphotostephen@gmail.
com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources 
for families affected by 
the impact of substance 
abuse. They meet on 
the third Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Citizens Center at 92 
Rio Grande Ave. (on the 
north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Cam-
pus Ministry Office, 
Adam State Univer -
sity, Alamosa, is held on 
Thursdays at 5:15 p.m. 
Everyone is invited. Con-
tact Candace Knowlan 
805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary 
Unit #113, Alamosa, 
holds its monthly meet-
ing at 6 p.m. on the sec-
ond Wednesday at the 
American Legion Build-
ing at 514 Fourth Street, 
Alamosa. Call Evelyn 
Espinola at 719-313-1466 
or Alice Robinson at 589-
0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health,  stress man -
agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sunday of 
the month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 
607 Fourth St., Alamosa, 
with Mountain Institute, 
A Kriya, Meditation & 
Lamplighting School. 
Contact Martin at 575-
758-5876 or talentolo-
cal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of every 
month from 1 p.m. until 
4:30 p.m. at 757 County 

Rd. 29, .Monte Vista. 
Call or email Wanda 
Couzens-Smith for more 
information at (719) 852-
5000 or wcouzenssmith@
gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge meet-
ings are every first and 
third Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — Ala-
mosa Toastmasters meets 
on Mondays at noon at 
The Bridge in Alamosa 
at 3407 Carroll Street. 
Participants will find a 
supportive learn-by-doing 
environment that allows 
them to achieve their goals 
at their own pace. Call 
(719) 588-5127.

ALAMOSA  –  The 
GFWC Woman's Citizen-
ship Club of Alamosa 
meets on the second Fri-
day at noon from Sep-
tember through May at 
First United Methodist 
Church, NW door, 2005 
Mullins Ave. For more 
information, please email: 
womanscitizenshipclub@
gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made up 
of community members 
who write in many dif-
ferent genres, the Sophia 
Circle meets weekly to 
provide support for writ-
ers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, 6th and State 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m.. 
Writers may drop in on 
any meeting. Bring copies 
of the work you want to 
share. Call Holly at 719-
588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. 
at the Grizzly Training 
Center, Alamosa. There 
will be refreshments and 
childcare provided. Con-
tact Jennifer McCoy-
Hanna at Tu Casa, Inc. 
719-589-2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief 
support group meets the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at the Alamosa 1st 
United Methodist Church 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Call 
Liz Hood, 580-3697.

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ pri-
mary purpose is to stay 
sober and help other 
alcoholics to achieve 
sobriety.

Following are District 
3 San Luis Valley AA 
12-Step Meetings. The 
6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-
ated with any outside 
organizations, but in 
the spirit of cooper-
ation, we list these 
meeting schedules for 
friends and family. For 
information, call 719-
937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30  p .m.  Sacred 

Heart Parish Center 
at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 
108 W Galena Ave., 
Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 
4th St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 598 

Spruce St., Del Norte
7 p.m. Community 

Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church 
at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 
2005 Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main 
St., Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., 
San Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall at 598 Spruce, Del 
Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church at 
607 4th St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY

12 p.m. First Chris-
tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone Bap-
tist Church, County Rd. 
T, Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church 
at 751 Lincoln St. , 
Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edi-
son, Alamosa. 

SATURDAY
5:30 pm. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa
6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main 

St., Antonito.
8 p.m. Mountain View 

Presbyterian Church 
at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

For schedule changes, 
please contact your 
group service represen-
tative (GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country 

Club Dr.  Monte Vista
WEDNESDAY

5:30 p.m. SLV Be-
havior Health Group at 
8745 CR 9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 
St., Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crest-

one (second and fourth 
Thursdays)

NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS (Nar-

cAnon)

TUESDAY
7 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, 607 
4th St., Alamosa

7:30 p.m. Baca Grande 
Library at Road T, Cre-
stone

THURSDAY
7 p.m. SDA Church 

at 313 Craft Drive, 
Alamosa

SATURDAY
9 a.m. Little Shepherd 

Episcopal Chapel at 
Alder St., Crestone

7 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church, 607 
4th St., Alamosa

PENDING OBITUARIES

Orlinda M. Trujillo, 80
CAPULIN — Capu-

lin resident, Orlinda M. 
Trujillo, 80, passed away 
on April 3rd, 2020 in her 
home surrounded by her 
loving family.

Orlinda was born to 
Tomas and Veronica Ja-
ramillo in El Rito, NM. 
She has 5 brothers and 4 
sisters. Orlinda was mar-
ried to Bernardo A Trujillo 
and they have 8 children, 
Danny (Dona) Trujillo 
of Oklahoma City, OK, 
Monica (Jim) Aragon of Al-
amosa, CO, Randell (Bev-
erly) Trujillo of Alamosa, 
CO, Sulema (Rob) Aragon 
of Denver, CO, Lisa (Jeff) 
Meastas of Alamosa, CO, 
and Jose (Nicholette) 
Trujillo of Capulin, CO; 
14 grandchildren and 9 
great-grandchildren.

Orlinda enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family, 
listening to music, playing 
cards, and watching TV 
game shows.

Orlinda was preceded 
in death by her parents, 

husband, daughter Car-
men Martinez, son Bernie 
(Pepo) Trujillo, and grand-
daughter Neomi Martinez.

A Graveside Service will 
be held on Monday, April 
13th, 2020 at 10:00 am at 
the Capulin Cemetery and 
the viewing will be Thurs-
day, April 9th, 2020 from 
4-7 pm at Rogers Family 
Mortuary in Alamosa.

Rogers Family Mor-
tuary is in care of the 
arrangements. To leave 
online condolences or 
words of strength for the 
family, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com.

John Marvin Davis, 82 
ALAMOSA — John Marvin Davis, 82, passed away 

at the Rio Grande Inn on Sunday April 5th, 2020. 
Services are pending and in the care of Rogers Family 
Mortuary of Alamosa.

SLV Transportation Planning 
Region approves several grant 

awards
Last week, members of the 

San Luis Valley Transportation 
Planning Region approved the 
following grant awards from 
the state’s MultiModal Options 
Fund:

 
Town of Manassa – Pedestrian 

& Bicycle Downtown Improve-
ments - $602,325.

Town of Saguache – Streetscap-
ing Design for the Improvement 
of Public Safety - $35,860

Town of Del Norte – Del Norte 
Downtown Revitalization Proj-
ect - $323,804

The approved projects were 
recommended to the TPR by a 
review committee established by 

the SLV TPR at its November 
meeting. Each application was 
reviewed by the committee, 
with assistance and advice from 
CDOT, and the committee’s rec-
ommendation forwarded to TPR 
members.

 
The TPR was scheduled to act 

on the recommendation at its 
meeting on March 19. However, 
that meeting was cancelled. 
SLV TPR Chairman Michael 
Yohn asked that approval of the 
MMOF grants be done via email 
so that CDOT may move for-
ward with the projects without 
further delay. Members of the 
SLV TPR unanimously approved 

the awards by email on April 1.
The San Luis Valley TPR was 

allocated a total of $961,989 
for MMOF funding according 
to formula established by the 
Transportation Commission. 
Eleven applications were sub-
mitted for consideration, which 
represented a total request of 
nearly $3.5 million.

Thanks to all who submitted 
applications. The number of 
applications and total amount 
of requests is a testament to 
the interest in these kinds of 
projects from the seven member 
counties of the San Luis Val-
ley Transportation Planning 
Region.
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Alonzo Lobato announces for County Commissioner 
District 3

Chama, CO native 
Alonzo Lobato recently 
announced his candidacy  
for Costilla County Com-
missioner in District 3 
with a letter. 

Meet the Candidate
I Alonzo Lobato am a 

democratic candidate for 
Costilla County Com-
missioner in District 3. 
My goal is to represent 
everyone in Costilla 
County.

I am a lifelong na-
tive of Chama, CO. I 
am the son of the late 
Carlos Lobato and Ber-
linda Martinez-Taylor. 
I have been married 
for 32 years to Berna-
dette Lobato. Together 
we have a son and two 
daughters.

I have been a rancher 
and farmer my whole life 
as well as having had 
worked various jobs. I 
have worked as a supervi-
sor for UPS for 28 years. 

During that same tenure, 
I have also been employed 
by Costilla County as a 
truck and equipment oper-
ator. Approximately seven 
years ago I was appointed 
to become the supervisor 
for the Costilla County 
Shop and bio-diesel plant 
in Mesita, CO.

I served on the Cen-
tennial School District 
R-1 school board for 10 
years helping to improve 
our school system and 
ultimately have a new 
school built. My work 
history in the public and 
private sectors has given 
me a unique experience to 
better serve our county. I 
understand the process of 
construction, infrastruc-
ture, budget, and policy 
which will be beneficial if 
I am elected to represent 
Costilla County as a com-
missioner.

I have always been a 
proud member and sup-

porter of this communi-
ty. I plan on bringing my 
experience and knowl-
edge to the community 
in the role as a commis-
sioner. I am dedicated 
to serve and to work for 
the community members 
of Costilla County. 

My Vision
My vision is to have 

programs for senior 
citizens, career oppor-
tunities for our youth, 
and programs in place to 
fight against the opioid 
epidemic in our com-
munity.

I believe that our com-
munity is unique in the 
sense that our water, 
farms, ranches, and cul-

ture need to be preserved 
as well as protected. In 
order to achieve this, we 
must develop a plan for a 
sustainable future.

Grant writing is a 
crucial part of this com-
munity and I would like 
to further pursue grant 
writing opportunities 
to improve the county. I 
would like to work on the 
deteriorating infrastruc-
tures in the community, 
which are roads, water/
sewer lines, bridges, and 
buildings. This would 
include but is not limited 
to office buildings that 
are owned and operated 
by Costilla County.

I would also like to 
pursue opportunities to 
expand open space in the 
county which can be used 
for recreation, hunting, 
and other outdoor activi-
ties. I would also like to 
work closely with the 
Acequia Association, the 

Costilla County Water 
Conservancy District, 
and the “La Vega Board” 
to protect and preserve 
our waters and lands.

I would like to work 
on streamlining the 
county’s fleet of equip-
ment. By doing this 
we can train our own 
personnel to work on 
equipment. This will 
decrease the utilization 
of 3rd party vendors and 
will save Costilla County 
large amounts of money 
overall.

I believe in hard work, 
truth, fairness, integ-
rity, and honesty. I am 
a hard-working man 
and have always been 
true to my word. I would 
like to represent Costilla 
County District 3 and I 
hope that my values and 
goals for our community 
encourage you to vote for 
me in the primary elec-
tion. Thank you!

“We’ve covered some sensational 
stuff involving murders, includ-
ing the Peter Green cannibal case 
several years ago,” Heide said in 
last year’s article. “I guess it is 
the variety of topics to cover that 
a community this size offers that I 
enjoyed the most.”

The Alamosa salmonella outbreak 
in March 2008 was also cited as a 
major story involving more than 400 
cases of human exposure, 20 hospi-
talizations and one death, she said. 
And more recently, 2018’s “Spring 
Fire” in Costilla County.

While Heide admitted that it took 
her years to learn about the water 
issues of the SLV, she remembered 
helping cover the two previous 
“water grabs” for Colorado’s Front 

Range (AWDI and Gary Boyce), and 
the current third attempt.

“So many adjectives apply when 
attempting to describe Ruth Heide,” 
said Cleave Simpson, general 
manager of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District, in the 2019 
story. “What a wonderful, person-
able, professional, dedicated, amaz-
ing woman.

“The countless meetings I ob-
served her sit through, diligently 
taking shorthand notes. From 
what seemed like endless water 
meetings, trials, board meetings, 
community meetings and more, it 
was always comforting to see Ruth 
in attendance. I could always trust 
she would provide a thoughtful, 
articulate and accurate representa-

tion of any meeting and conversation 
I was present for.”

Simpson went on to say that 
Ruth is the standard by which all 
journalism and journalists should 
be held to.

“She has always been such a re-
freshing reminder of the important 
role her profession should play in our 
lives,” Simpson said, “an example 
any number of national media out-
lets could learn from.”

While admitting that covering 
crime was her favorite, there were a 
lot of positive stories too, she related 
in last year’s article.

“Our job is to chronicle history,” 
Ruth said, “and I think we do a good 
job of it.”

• Your symptoms have improved or resolved
• Please repeat the survey if you’ve previously 

completed it and are now 
feeling better. 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this 

anonymous survey. 

The San Luis Valley Regional Solid Waste Author-
ity (SLV Landfill) would like to remind everyone that 
the landfill is open and operational at this time. The 
landfill is operating under new procedures that en-
courage social distancing to keep its employees and 
the public safe through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
When disposing of waste, please ensure that trash 
is properly bagged and sealed for the safety of the 
employees. For detailed information on the current 
hours of operation, procedures and operation condi-
tions you can call 719-852-3810 or visit their website 

www.slvlandfill.com. 
If you are experiencing a crisis, please call 719-

589-3671 or call the crisis hotline 1 (844) 493-TALK 
(8255). For after business hours assistance, please 
call 911 or the crisis hotline 1 (844) 493-TALK (8255) 
or text TALK to 38255 to receive mental health crisis 
support.

SLV COVID general questions 719-480-8719 for 
English, or 719-315-5019 for Spanish. You may also 
email your questions to slvepr@alamosacounty.org. 

CO HELP line 1-877-462-2911 (English and Spanish) 
for Colorado general information.

Colorado updates and guidance: https://covid19.
colorado.gov 

CDC updates and guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus

Small Business - www.choosecolorado.com
Volunteer or Donate - www.helpcoloradonow.org 
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Alonzo Lobato

Alamosa School District’s April board meeting
By MEG COLWELL

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Mon-

day night around 20 peo-
ple tuned in to Alamosa 
School District’s (ASD) 
April board meeting via 
Zoom. Though the agen-
da was full, it quickly 
became clear the bulk 
of problem-solving had 
been underway for some 
time. Everyone in the 
district has been work-
ing diligently to ensure 
education continues and 
families are provided 
for. The meeting had its 
share of technical dif-
ficulties, namely issues 
with volume. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  b e -

gan with district cel-
ebrations, among those 
praised were ASD’s staff, 
faculty and students.

Board members ac-
knowledged the difficul-
ties of teachers moving 
from the classroom to an 
online platform as well 
as principals coordinat-
ing new school processes, 
students learning on-
line, and seniors pos-
sibly sacrificing their 
graduation.

All were encouraged to 
keep up their good work 
and remain hopeful. The 
meeting also served as 
a platform to announce 
Alamosa’s Teacher of the 
Year. ASD President, 

Elias Heredia, presented 
the award to Yevette 
Romero -- present in 
the board chambers to 
receive the award.

Also on hand was 
Mayor Coleman who 
presented city council’s 
updates. While seri-
ous, the City remains 
hopeful. Coleman noted 
the public offices and 
services closed – like 
Alamosa’s library and 
recreation center – but 
emphasized Alamosa’s 
parks and trails are still 
open.

The Mayor also ac-
knowledged the expected 
economic impacts of this 
pandemic. Many public 

projects are on hold, 
but they are not entirely 
eliminated. To close, 
Mayor Coleman encour-
aged all to remember 
the acronym TEAM: 
“Together Everyone can 
Achieve More.”

Superintendent, Rob 
Alejo, gave brief updates; 
ensuring the Alamosa 
District is in regular 
communication with lo-
cal, neighboring district 
and state officials. Alejo 
is having weekly meet-
ings with the governor 
and the commissioner of 
education.

He is also meeting 
weekly with the Rural 
Alliance, every Wednes-

day  morning .  A le jo 
encourages all those 
interested in joining to 
email him for the Zoom 
link.

Assistant Superinten-
dent, Marsha Cody, pre-
sented the ASD’s remote 
learning plan; designed 
to avoid exacerbating 
privilege. Principals and 
teachers are working 
closely with families to 
decide what learning 
platform is best – online 
or by hand, with printed 
packets.

So far, the plan is 
working well. Students 
remain engaged and 
teachers continue to 
receive feedback. The 
schools are also provid-
ing daily meals, via the 
Elementary School ’s 
kitchen and scheduled 
bus stops.

The meeting ended 
wi th  bra instorming 
about what is to come. In 

just 40 days, Alamosa se-
niors are set to graduate. 
It looks very unlikely 
graduation – much less, 
prom – in a traditional 
sense will happen.

Staff will reach out to 
seniors and ask what 
alternative ways they’d 
like to celebrate – if it 
is to be cancelled. The 
board also is planning 
possibilities of how the 
district can honor gradu-
ation in a new, safe way 
amidst the chaos.

Other districts have 
proposed a graduation 
parade, where students 
can dress up and gather 
together, with appropri-
ate social-distancing 
measures in place.

Though no solid de-
cisions were made, it 
was encouraging to see 
so many members of 
the community working 
hard to ensure life goes 
on in Alamosa.

La Jara elections
By SYLVIA LOBATO
LA JARA — Today is 

Election Day in the town 
of La Jara, but how it’s 
conducted has been af-
fected by COVID-19. 
Voters who have their 

ballots must hand their 
ballots in at Town Hall. 
Voters also will be allowed 
in one at a time. Polls will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m.

On the ballot for may-
or are longtime Mayor 
Pro Tem Paula Medina, 
a non-profit employee, 
along with challenger 
Mary Ann Gallegos, a 
businesswoman. Current 
Mayor Larry Zaragoza is 
term-limited.

Four candidates are 
vying for five seats. They 
include long-time trustee 
Austin Valdez, incumbent, 
and challengers, Annette 

Chavez, Margie Wagoner, 
Zaragoza and Rocky Vil-
lagomez, all longtime La 
Jara residents. 

The town board has 
worked very diligently for 
the past years to control 
the weed situation and 
pave roads as the budget 
allows. La Jara reportedly 
has some serious chal-
lenges with wastewater 
and is working hard on an 
upgrade of the water pres-
sure. The town also has 
recently lost the town at-
torney and town manager 
through retirement. These 
are two very important po-
sitions for our community 
and the town trustees will 
be hiring them. 

Town board meetings 
are conducted using Zoom. 
The trustees cannot take 
the chance to gather be-
cause of social distancing. 

What is a negative pressure room
By SUSANNAH PERKINS, 

DO
SLV Health

ALAMOSA — Negative pres-
sure rooms are used in hospitals 
and medical clinics to prevent 
the spread of contagious illnesses 
from one area to another. Air is 
pumped out of the treatment area, 
creating a negatively pressured 
space so, for example, when a door 
is opened into that space from, 
say, the lobby, the air rushes in, 
instead of out. The air that is 
pumped out of the affected space 
passes through a series of three 
filters, ending with a HEPA (high-
efficiency particular air) filter, 
which gives the same degree of 
filtration as an N95 mask.

In the Respiratory Clinic at the 

San Luis Valley Health (SLVH) 
Stuart Avenue Clinic in Alamosa, 
providers and nurses have suc-
cessfully screened the majority of 
the patients to home-care so they 
do not need to enter the facility. Of 
those who are cared for in the clin-
ics and hospitals, all of the patients 
wear masks, along with the SLVH 
employees who are caring for these 
patients.

Recently, using some innovative 
engineering from SLV Health’s con-
struction partner, PHIPPS, along 
with the skills of the facility crew 
at SLV Health, the SLVH Regional 
Medical Center tripled the number 
of negative pressure rooms to 13 
and added one at the Stuart Ave 
Clinic. The SLVH RMC Emergency 
Department has two negative pres-

sure rooms and there are two at the 
SLVH Conejos County Hospital in 
the Emergency Department.
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FORT COLLINS — 
Professor John Volckens’ 
2,000 square-foot lab on 
the campus of Colorado 
State University is nor-
mally a place for experi-
ments on air quality, pol-
lution sensors, and how 
breathable particles can 
trigger disease.

Over the last two weeks, 
the lab has suspended 
most of its usual activi-
ties and transformed into 
the official testing site for 
respirators and surgical 
masks for distribution 
throughout the state of 
Colorado. These forms 
of personal protective 
equipment are critical 
for ensuring the safety 
of front-line medical 
workers who are battling 
COVID-19 every day.

On March 25, Gov. Jar-
ed Polis announced that 
CSU, and specifically 
the Center for Energy 
Development and Health 
which Volckens leads, is 
the state’s designated 
center for evaluating the 
safety and efficacy of pro-
tective gear, mostly med-
ical masks, that are made 
by different vendors and 
sources and are destined 
for Colorado hospital 
workers. CSU’s role is 
to initiate and coordi-
nate testing and provide 
recommendations to the 
state on distributing such 
equipment. Primarily, 
the CSU team is focused 
on N95 particulate respi-
rators that offer certified 
protection from aerosols 
in the workplace.

The only federal lab 
that regularly performs 
this type of N95 testing 
is in Pennsylvania. The 
state of Colorado has now 

designated CSU as, es-
sentially, an emergency 
substitute for standard 
federal testing, to be 
done in-state for in-state 
needs.

To be designated an 
N95 respirator, a mask 
must pass a specific 
federal safety inspec-
tion that includes 95% 
or greater filtration ef-
ficiency for particles 
that would normally be 
inhaled. Meant to form 
an airtight seal over the 
wearer’s face, these res-
pirators must offer a high 
level of breathability so 
that they can be worn 
continually across a work 
shift. They are indicated 
for use when treating 
patients with diseases 
that could be transmitted 
by aerosolized particles, 
including COVID-19, 
which is believed to 
spread through both 
large airborne droplets 
and smaller, breathable 
particles.

Shoring up supplies
The state estimates be-

tween 60,000 and 100,000 
disposable masks and 
other protective items, 
per day, will be needed 
for Colorado healthcare 
workers in the coming 
weeks and months. In 
an effort to stave off 
shortages, the state has 
kicked into high gear to 
stockpile supplies, and 
CSU is at the forefront of 
making sure the masks, 
in particular, will work 
to specifications.

“Our lab has the facili-
ties and engineering ex-
pertise to perform those 
tests,” said Volckens, a 
professor in mechanical 
engineering and environ-

mental and occupational 
health. “We can essen-
tially mimic the stringent 
requirements put forth 
in the federal protocol.”

Volckens and his team 
have toiled furiously 
since March to get the 
lab-ready to run mask 
tests, as shipments come 
in from various vendors. 
For any given type of 
mask, it can take several 
hours to complete a test.

N95 test steps
The N95 inspection 

involves a number of 
steps, said Christian 
L’Orange, a CSU profes-
sor of research practice 
who is performing the 
majority of the tests. 
First, the mask is con-
ditioned at a set tem-
perature and relative 
humidity, then sealed 
down to a fixture. The 
mask is then placed in 
an environmental aerosol 
chamber, where particles 
are drawn through it. 
Sophisticated equipment 
is used to count the num-
ber of particles upstream 
and downstream of the 
mask, as a measure of its 
efficiency. The research-
ers must also perform a 
breathability test, be-
cause the mask’s safety 
is tied to how easily 
the wearer can breathe 
through it.

“It’s not just about how 
well it filters,” L’Orange 
said. “A mask with too 
much of a pressure drop 
actually puts too much 
burden on the person 
breathing through it, 
which can be downright 
dangerous.”

The N95 tests simulate 
real working conditions 
with high dust loadings, 

which can include viral 
particles. The research-
ers are following the 
National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and 
Health protocols for N95 
masks, which are used in 
many trades and occupa-
tions – not just health 
care.

“It’s a worst-case sce-
nario test,” Volckens 
said.

The testing looks at 
particle penetration only, 
not fluid spills or splat-

ters, Volckens added. To 
test each lot of masks that 
come in, the researchers 
will take a statistically 
valid sample and require 
that every mask in that 
sample pass quality stan-
dards, adhering identi-
cally to those published 
by NIOSH.

In the lab, L’Orange is 
leading overall procedure 
design, and lab manager 
John Mehaffy is prepping 
masks for testing. Post-
doctoral researcher Jes-

sica Tryner is performing 
data analysis so that re-
sults can be immediately 
processed and shared 
with the state. The team 
operates from different 
locations in order to limit 
personal contact and fur-
ther protect their health.

“We don’t know how 
long this need will go 
on, but we will continue 
to serve the state until 
they tell us we’re in good 
shape and we can stop,” 
Volckens said.

Photo courtesy of CSU

 CSU lab scraps usual activities in favor of official testing for respirators and 
surgical masks to be distributed throughout the state of Colorado.

Engineering lab at CSU transformed into testing site

DENVER  – Today, 

Colorado U.S. Senator 

Michael Bennet wrote 

to the CEO of Zoom 

Video Communications, 

Eric Yuan, asking the 

company to urgently 

clarify its privacy and 

security policies following 

a revelation in The 

Washington Post that 

thousands  o f  v ideo 

recordings of Zoom calls 

were viewable online, 

including many with 

sensitive financial and 

personal information. The 

letter comes as millions of 

Americans increasingly 

rely on video conferencing 

platforms like Zoom to work, 

learn, and stay connected 

during the Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

pandemic. The letter also 

follows several criticisms 

of Zoom’s privacy and 

security policies in recent 

weeks.

“[T]he increased use of 

your platform has surfaced 

significant problems con-

cerning user privacy and 

safety,” wrote Bennet. “In 

case after case, these 

issues consistently stem 

from Zoom’s deliberate 

decision to emphasize ease 

of use over user privacy 

and safety…Last Friday, 

the Washington Post 

discovered that thousands 

of video recordings of Zoom 

calls were available on the 

open web for essentially 

anyone to view...Many 

of these videos include 

intimate details of private 

businesses and personal 

relationships, potentially 

exposing users to significant 
financial, personal, and 

psychological harm…With 

over 90,000 schools across 

the globe now using Zoom 

for distance learning, it is 

critical that Zoom correct 

these problems before more 

students and teachers end 

up in online videos against 

their express wishes.”

The growing use of Zoom 

in recent months has 

surfaced significant pri-
vacy and security concerns 

about the platform, from 

a report that Zoom had 

shared user data with 

Facebook without their 

permission to another 

report that it had been au-

tomatically sending user 

data to a third-party for 

data-mining without their 

knowledge, including data 

for several high school stu-

dents in Colorado. Recent-

ly, the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation warned 

against the phenomenon 

of “Zoom-bombing”, where 

strangers drop into Zoom 

calls, in some cases expos-

ing users to threats, hate 

speech, and pornographic 

content. These revelations 

have forced technical and 

policy responses from the 

company.

Last December, Ben-

net joined 16 colleagues 

to introduce the Data 

Care Act, legislation to 

protect people’s personal 

data online by requiring 

websites,  apps, and 

other online providers, 

inc luding Zoom,  to 

take responsible steps 

to safeguard personal 

information and stop the 

misuse of users’ data.

After Troubling Revelation, 
Bennet Calls on Zoom to Clarify 
its Privacy and Security Policies
Bennet’s Letter Follows Media Report That Thousands 

of Recorded Zoom Calls are Now Viewable Online  
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HELP WANTED

RIO GRANDE SAV-
INGS & Loan is seek-
ing a Mor tgage and 
Consumer Loan Officer 
to join our team in the 
Monte Vista office. The 
Loan Officer is respon-
sible for promotion of 
RGSLA products and 
services, including, but 
not limited to home pur-
chase loans, home refi-
nances, consumer loans, 
and home construction 
loans. Qualified candi-
dates will have excellent 
written and verbal com-
munication skills, su-
perior customer service 
skills, and the ability to 
work independently, as 
well as cooperatively 
in a team environment. 
Prior lending experi-
ence or other applicable 
experience is preferred, 
but not required. Sal-
ary commensurate with 
exper ience. RGSLA 
also offers a rich ben-
efit program including a 
401k match and a family 
health insurance plan, 
along with a stable and 
enriching work environ-
ment. For additional in-
formation please contact 
Denise Heersink @ 719-
852-7048 or deniseh@
rgsla.com. Applications 
available at www.rgsla.
com/contact and can be 
submitted to kater@
rgsla.com - deadline is 
April 15, 2020.(4/15)
COUNTY ADMIN-
ISTRATOR-- HINS-
DALE County is seek-
ing to hire a County 
Administrator. This po-
sition directs the day-to-
day operations of Hin-
sdale County in accor-
dance with policies and 
other direction provided 
by the Hinsdale Board 
of County Commission-
ers. Hinsdale County is 
located in southwestern 
Colorado and has 843 
residents plus seasonal 
and second home own-
ers. The annual budget 
expenditures (all funds) 
for 2020 is $5,745,653. 
Hinsdale County em-
ploys 34 full time and 
8 part time employees. 
County services include: 
Road and Bridge, Cor-
oner, Building, Code 
Enforcement, Transfer 
Station, Sheriff, Health 
& Human Services, 
General Administration 
and other. For a full 
job description, please 
contact accounting@
hinsdalecountycolorado.
us or 970-944-2225 ext. 
103 or check the County 
website at: https://www.
colorado.gov/pacific/
hinsdalecounty/human-
resources-7. Applica-
tions are due May 1st at 
4:00 p.m. MST.(5/9)
SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for a 
High School Girls Bas-
ketball Coach position. 
Please visit our website 
for additional informa-
tion and application: 
www.sargent.k12.co.us 
or call 719-852-4023, 
option 6. Applications 
accepted until position 
filled. EOE.(4/14)

221
HELP WANTED

THE SAN LUIS Val-
ley Board of Coopera-
tive Educational Ser-
vices has positions for 
a full time occupational 
therapist and physical 
therapist. Interested ap-
plicants should hold a 
valid Colorado Special 
Services License or be 
eligible for a Tempo-
rary Educator Eligibility 
(TEE).  Application is 
available at the BOCES 
office or on-line www.
slvboces.org. Process 
requires application, 
letter of interest, and 
three current letters of 
reference. Send com-
pleted application pro-
cess to Nita McAuliffe, 
Director of Exceptional 
Student Services, SLV 
BOCES, 2261 Enter-
prise Drive, Alamosa, 
CO 81101.  Application 
deadline is April 17, 
2020 or until positions 
are filled.(4/22)
1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK is experienc-
ing significant growth 
and based on the SBA 
PPP loans, is filling the 
following permanent 
positions, Specialized 
Lender, Servicing/Loan 
Review Specialist, and 
Specialized Loan Assis-
tant/Processor, offering 
strong benefit package 
& career growth op-
portunities. EOE. Go to 
https://www.fswb.bank/
who-we-are/careers/ for 
more details & to apply.
(4/15)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for an Elementary Spe-
cial Education Teacher 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year. A complete list of 
desired qualifications 
and experience is posted 
on the district website 
http://ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-op-
portunities.html.  Monte 
Vista School District 
offers a competitive sal-
ary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage.  Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
April 20, 2020, or until 
the position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996.(4/21)
SANFORD SCHOOL 
IS seeking a self-moti-
vated special education 
paraprofessional willing 
to assist with multiple 
grade levels K-12 for 
the 20-21 school year.  
Duties include small 
group,  one-on-one in-
struction, assist with 
lesson planning, and 
curriculum.  Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org  Position opened 
until f i l led. Sanford 
Schools is an EOE.(5/9)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Fifth Grade Teacher 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  The person in this 
position will teach both 
Science and Language 
Arts.  A complete list of 
desired qualifications 
and experience is posted 
on the district website 
http://ww2.monte.k12.
co.us/employment-op-
portunities.html.  Monte 
Vista School District 
offers a competitive sal-
ary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage.  Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
April 20, 2020, or until 
the position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website or call 
719-852-5996.(4/21) 
TRINIDAD STATE 
JUNIOR College is 
seeking adjunct instruc-
tors for Mathematics 
and Communications 
courses for both cam-
puses. Relevant degree 
and experience required. 
For more information 
contact Dean of Instruc-
tion, Dr. Evert Brown at 
Evert.Brown@trinidad-
state.edu or 719-589-
7017. Review of applica-
tions is ongoing. TSJC 
is an equal opportunity 
institution.(4/9)

221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is 
looking for highly mo-
tivated Middle School 
Science Teacher that 
has a desire to teach 
and the ability to pass 
their passion of learn-
ing onto students.  For 
more information please 
contact Mr. Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org. 
Teaching applications 
may be downloaded 
from sdc.schooldesk.
net. Positions open until 
filled.(4/22)
ALL AROUND FARM 
Mechanic needed. Pay 
depending upon expe-
rience. Call 719-588-
4481.(4/9)

221
HELP WANTED

L A B O R :  VA L I D 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REQUIRED. Duties in-
clude, getting in and out 
of trash truck, empty-
ing trash bins into trash 
truck. Physical labor 
Required, must be able 
to lift up to 100 lbs, other 
duties as assigned. 32 to 
40 hours a week, Home 
Base in Manassa, CO. 
Please call 719 580 1518 
or 719 843-5354.(4/9)
SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seek-
ing a High School Foot-
ball coach for the 2020 
/ 2021 season. For more 
information contact 
Brady Stagner at 719-
378-2310 or bstagner@
sangreschools.org.(4/22)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Board of Adjustments will be on Monday, April 20, 2020 
at 7:15 PM. The hearing will be held in the Commissioners Meeting 
Room at the Conejos County Courthouse. The purpose of this hear-
ing is to consider an application for a Variance to the zone district 
required setbacks and lot size in a Rural Zone District. 
The landowner is Conejos County Library District, 17361 US High-
way 285, La Jara CO 81140. The subject property is legally described 
as: A 10 Acre Tract I the Southeast Quarter of Section 27, Township 
35 North, Range 9 East, NMPM, County, Colorado. County Parcel 
#572127400903
The full details of this application are available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Land Use Administrator at the Conejos County Court-
house during regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Interested 
persons may appear to be heard at the public hearing.
Linda DeHerrera
Land Use Administrator
No. 1367
Published in the Valley Courier on March 20, and April 7, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Board of Adjustments will be on Monday, April 20, 2020 
at 6:15 PM. The hearing will be held in the Commissioners Meeting 
Room at the Conejos County Courthouse. The purpose of this hear-
ing is to consider an application for a Variance to the zone district 
required setbacks in a Rural Zone District. 
The landowner is Billy Hoover 15725 State Highway 142 Manassa, 
Co 81148. The subject property is legally described as: 1.5 acres lo-
cated in the Southwest Quarter of Section 22, Township 34 North, 
Range 9 East NMPM, Conejos County, Colorado. County Parcel 
#586722100122
The full details of this application are available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Land Use Administrator at the Conejos County Court-
house during regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Interested 
persons may appear to be heard at the public hearing.
Linda DeHerrera
Land Use Administrator
No. 1377
Published in the VALLEY COURIER on March 25, and April 7, 2020. 

NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area Agency on Aging for Re-
gion 8 is accepting Request for Proposals (RFP) from both the public 
and private sectors representing both nonprofit and for profit entities 
interested in providing services to people age 60 and older for Fiscal 
Year 2020-2021.  Services include:  Transportation, Nutrition Program 
– Home-Delivered Meals and Congregate Meals, In-Home Home-
maker and Chore Services, National Family Caregiver Program.  
Other avenues of services to older adults will also be considered.  
Area Agency on Aging, Region 8 service area includes the counties 
of Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache.  
RFP packets and instructions are available at South-Central Colo-
rado Seniors, 1116 3rd Street, P.O. Box 639, Alamosa, CO  81101.  
Completed proposals are due to South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc., Administrative office, 1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, CO by 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 30, 2017. For more information, please call Monica 
Wolfe, Director, 719-589-4511.
No. 1386
Published in the Valley Courier on April 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 
18, and 21, 2020,

The Conejos County Board of Commissioners are soliciting board 
members to sit as board of directors for the Morgan Drain District  In-
dividual interested in serving must own land within the District.  Those 
interested  in serving please submit a letter of interest through email 
to tressesa@co.conejos.co.us -  Letters must be in no later than April 
14, at 1:00 p.m. or  Contact information is Tressesa Martinez, County 
Administrator at (719) 376-5772 Ext – 1 
No. 1388
Published in the Valley Courier on April 7, 8, 10, and 11, 2020.

163
LOST & FOUND

LOST A PAIR of men’s 
black work boots on W. 
Hwy 160 on way to a fire 
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser be-
fore Del Viento Road. 
If found please call 719-
580-0398.(TFN)
REWARD FOR LOST 
Female Jack Russell/
Daschund Mix. Approx. 
9 years old. Brown and 
white about 20lbs. Last 
seen near 8th and Hunt 
on Friday April 3.  If 
found please call 719-
937-9417.(4/15)

221
HELP WANTED

SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a 2020-
21 part-time Secondary 
Business Teacher posi-
tion. Please visit our 
website for additional 
information and appli-
cation: www.sargent.
k12.co.us or call 719-
852-4023, option 6. Ap-
plications accepted until 
position filled. EOE.
(4/14)

221
HELP WANTED

THE ORTEGA MID-
DLE School is accept-
ing applications for the 
following position for 
the 2020-2021 school 
year: SpEd Paraprofes-
sional (2 Positions) AA 
Degree is required. Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosa.k12.co.us For 
more information, con-
tact Mindi Van Ry at 
719-587-1600. Applica-
tion deadline is until 
filled. EOE.(4/15)
TH E U PPER R IO 
Grande (previously Del 
Norte) School District is 
seeking applications for 
a Jr/Sr High School Prin-
cipal for the 2020/2021 
school year.  Applicants 
must hold a current Col-
orado Principal license.  
Previous exper ience 
as a Principal or Asst. 
Principal is preferred.  
Applications may be 
obtained online at www.
dncsd.org.  Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to: Chris Burr, Superin-
tendent, cburr@urtigers.
co, 719-657-4040.(5/9) 



221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is 
seeking a High School 
Volleyball coach for the 
2020 / 2021 season. For 
more information con-
tact Brady Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.
org.(4/22)

SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for and 
Activities Director po-
sition. Start date 6/1/20. 
Please visit our website 
for additional informa-
tion and application. 
www.sargent.k12.co.us 
or call 719-852-4023, 
option 6. Applications 
accepted until position 
filled. EOE.(4/14)
SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is 
seeking a girls Mid-
dle School Basketball 
coach for the 2020 / 
2021 season.  For more 
information contact 
Brady Stagner at 719-
378-2310 or bstagner@
sa ng rescho ol s .o rg.
(4/22) 

JONES OIL COM-
PANY seeking route 
drivers. Need to have 
CDL Class A or B with 
hazmat  and t an ker 
endorsement. Clean 
MVR. Must be 21 or 
older. Call 719-754-
2221 for application.
(4/22)

FARMING TECH-
N O L O G Y  C O R P 
is seeking Irrigation 
Technician Qualifica-
tion, With Sprinkler 
and Well Maintenance. 
Apply In Person At 
8629 Rd 105 Nor th 
Mosca, Co 81146 Phone 
719-754-0559.(4/15)

 FARMING TECH-
NOLOGY CORP is 
Seeking Tractor Op-
erator Help. May Apply 
In Person At 8629 Rd 
105 North Mosca, Co 
81146.Phone 719-754-
0559.(4/15)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repa i rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up 
to $800/month deliver-
ing the Valley Courier. 
Contact Keith at 589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

P R E M I U M  A L -
FALFA AND grass/
alfalfa, small bales 
$7.00 in hay shed 
(719) 580-2509.(5/14)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/al-
falfa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 
4x4 bales, var ious 
quality and pricing. 
719-850-8917 (7-13-
TFN)

351
LIVESTOCK

PIGS FOR SALE 
$1.00 lb. live weight. 
570-395-0184 (TFN)

356 - MEAT  
& PRODUCE

L O C A L L Y 
GROWN LAMB for 
sale. Half or whole 
available. All natural 
& antibiotic free. Call 
719-480-9958.(4/14)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

RAMSEY 12 VOLT 
Pro 80 0 0R Ser ies 
#817508 wench 93 ft. 
5/16 cable. Remote 
switch, roller fair-
lead. 719-852-2285 
(10/22-TFN)

Z AC H’ S  E U RO -
PEAN MOUNTS.  
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

A LL D OGS A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE  SPAY E D  O R 
N E U T E R E D  BE -
FORE GOING TO 
THEIR NEW HOME. 
(TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to 
adopt kittens? Help 
t rap/neuter/release 
efforts? Donate food/
litter/supplies? Low 
c o s t  s p a y / n e u t e r 
clinic for cats. http://
www.cat sa l iveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is  a  non-
profit animal rescue 
dedicated to stop-
ping the euthanasia 
of healthy adoptable 
pets.  Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulat ion. I f 
your pet has had pup-
pies contact us. We 
will take the pup-
pies into our rescue 
and spay the mama 
dog for free after the 
puppies are weaned. 
I f needed we wil l 
a l so  p rov ide  dog 
food & gas money to 
get the dogs to us to 
help in this situation. 
Spay/neuter is one of 
the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family and your 
community. We have 
found good respon-
sible homes for over 
8,000 animals. Con-
tact 719-587-9663 
( WO O F ) ;  e m a i l :  
woof@slvaws.org. 
(TFN)

FREE TO GOOD 
home. Adults  and 
kittens. NO MOUS-
E R S  O R  B A R N 
CATS. Spay/neuter 
cl in ics coming to 
Alamosa in near fu-
ture. Call Donna K 
719-589-5952 or 719-
580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

L O OK I NG F OR 
A 2 or 3 bedroom 
Mobile Home 1981 
or higher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

W A N T E D  T O 
LEASE or lease-to-
own pasture or hay 
grounds. Call 719-
850-1680.(4/25)

525
GUNS

Z AC H’ S  E U RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

614 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR RENT

MOBI LE HOM E 
LOTS for  rent  in 
Sanford. Elect r ic-
ity, water, and sewer 
hookups. Quiet and 
clean. RV’s welcome. 
$250 mth. Call 719-
580-8063.(4/24)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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DEAR ABBY: My hus-

band and I want to host a 

college graduation party 

for our son. The problem is, 

one of my sisters has four 

children -- three teenagers 

and an 11-year-old who 

doesn’t behave at parties. 

My sister calls her “Our 

Little Precious.” She and 

her husband come to events, 

ignore the kids and want 

this to be their time to 

“relax.” Another sister has 

two teenagers who are very 

well behaved. 

 My husband wants to 

ban Little Precious from 

the graduation party and 

invite the well-behaved 

teenagers. I agree with 

my husband that I do not 

want another party ruined, 

especially since my son 

worked so hard to graduate. 

But I don’t want to cause a 

permanent rift in the fam-

ily either. My sister is very 

stubborn, hot-tempered 

and clueless. Advice? -- 

SISTER IN THE MIDDLE

 DEAR SISTER: Your 

son deserves to celebrate 

the milestone he has earned 

without the distraction of 

an unruly child casting 

a shadow over the event. 

Consider having a small 

gathering for immediate 

family only, and something 

larger at another time that 

includes your son’s friends 

as well as your own. Or 

invite your sister and her 

family with the proviso that 

if Little Precious acts up, 

they will leave and take her 

home. Precious, my foot!

 DEAR ABBY: At 73, I 

am blessed with excellent 

health and stamina. The 

only nod to my age is that 

I like to have a 20-minute 

nap after lunch. However, 

my kids and others treat 

me like I’m 90. They keep 

asking how I feel and if 

I’m tired. My son-in-law 

“Dave” is anxious when 

I babysit my 4-year-old 

granddaughter unless it’s 

at their home. How can I 

make clear to them that 

I’m as capable as I was 25 

years ago without either 

insulting or angering them? 

-- NAPPING GRANDMA 

IN L.A.

 DEAR NAPPING: Your 

daughter and son-in-law 

are lucky. Their daugh-

ter has a healthy, caring 

grandma who is WILLING 

to look after her grandchild 

while Mom and Dad do ... 

whatever. Not all parents 

are so fortunate.

 These days, 73 is not 

over the hill. Could Dave’s 

concerns about your health 

be caused by ageism? Or 

does he prefer you do your 

babysitting at their house 

because he thinks yours 

isn’t sufficiently childproof?
 As to offending your 

daughter and her husband, 

if you prefer to babysit at 

your house, that should be 

your choice. But if they don’t 

agree with that, suggest 

they hire someone because 

you will be playing tennis, 

a round of golf or training 

for a marathon.

 DEAR ABBY: An ac-

quaintance I see occasion-

ally has a grooming prob-

lem I’m reluctant to tell him 

about because I don’t know 

him well: He has hairs 

growing out of his nose, and 

they are not only noticeable 

but distracting. How can I 

apprise him of this without 

embarrassing him and 

myself? -- DIPLOMAT IN 

SAN FRANCISCO

 DEA R DIPLOM AT: 

Allow me to answer that 

question by quoting an 

ancient Chinese proverb: 

“When in doubt, do noth-

ing.” While your intent is 

to be helpful, it would cause 

embarrassment, and I don’t 

recommend it.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren

THE GRIZZWELLS
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Spoiled niece has history 
of misbehaving at parties
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Lifestyle

Local businesses 

help support 

healthcare work-

ers, restaurants

 ALAMOSA — The staff 
of the San Luis Valley 
Health Regional Medical 
Center  and Conejos 
County Hospital were 
pleasantly surprised on 
Saturday, April 4, when 
they were presented 
with lunches prepared 
by Sunflour Café,  a 
family-owned restaurant 
in Monte Vista.

“This was an amazing 
collaboration of local 
b u s i n e s s e s  c o m i n g 
together to recognize 
all the hard work our 
employees do here in 
the San Luis Valley,” 
said Kelly Gurule, SLV 

Health Foundation di-
rector. “The staff, at 
both SLV Health Re-
gional Medical Center 
and Conejos County Hos-
pital, truly appreciate all 
the work that went into 
this, and are thankful 
to be working with such 
supportive businesses.”

The meal donation 
was a way to say thank 
you to the hospital staff 
for all their hard work 
during this pandemic, 
and was provided by Jade 
Communications and 
SLV Health Leadership. 
The event was organized 
by Jade Communications, 
KSLV 96.5 the Fox, 
Sunflour Café and the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Foundation.

In addition to funding a 
portion of the meals, Jade 
Communications staff 
also provided T-shirts 
and hand-written thank 

you notes.
“ W e  a t  J a d e 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
remain committed to 
helping other essential 
services succeed,” said 
Jordan Wehe, director 
of marketing at Jade 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s . 
“ A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l 
restaurants during this 
time is a top priority. A 
locally owned business 
suppor t ing  ano ther 
locally owned business 
not only shows support 
and camaraderie, but also 
compassion, empathy 
and grace during this 
time of uncertainty.”

O t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s 
looking to support local 
restaurants by donating 
meals  to  healthcare 
workers, please contact 
Kelly Gurule at 719-
587-5707, or by email 
at gurulek@slvrmc.org.

Feeding the frontline

Photo provided by SLV Health

SLV Health staff take a moment to pose with Jade Communication and Sunflour 
Café staff on Saturday, April 4. The hospital staff was surprised with free lunches as 
an appreciation of thanks from Jade Communications and SLV Health Leadership.

First Southwest 

Community Fund 

offers Micro-

Grants to Rural 

Businesses and 

Nonprofits 

ALAMOSA —  In 
response to the CO-
VID-19 crisis, FSWCF 
launched several pro-
grams to assist small 
businesses, startups, 
and nonprofits, in-
cluding a micro-grant 
program.

FSWCF launched 
the COVID-19 Emer-
gency Micro-Grant 
Program, supported 
by the Kenneth King 
Foundation, to provide 
immediate relief for 
small businesses and 
nonprofits in South-
ern Colorado. Small 
businesses, startups 
and nonprofits with 
fewer than 10 em-
ployees throughout 
the San Luis Valley 
were eligible to apply. 
Funding was designed 
to be used to cover 
staff costs, wages or 
other expenses that 
will prevent job loss 
or layoffs during this 
time as well as cover 
utilities or other busi-
ness operational costs 
to “keep the lights on.” 

“We saw an imme-
diate need from our 
communities for even 
small amounts of cash 
that would help them 
get through the next 
couple of weeks. We 
were able to redirect 

some other funding 
we had to meet this 
need, and hope that 
while these are mod-
est grants, they will 
make an impact and 
help prevent job loss,” 
said Cass Walker, Ex-
ecutive Director at 
FSWCF.

FSWCF received 39 
applications for the 
program from rural 
businesses and non-
profits in the San 
Luis Valley. Our grant 
committee judged ap-
plications based on 
a number of criteria 
including resilience, 
services provided to 
the community, job 
retention and oper-
ating capacity. Last 
week, we awarded 11 
grants to rural small 
businesses and non-
profits. Overall, the 
grants awarded will 
go towards protecting 
over 40 jobs across the 
San Luis Valley. 

FSWCF spread the 
grants across indus-
tries, and awardees 
included:

Locavores, a farm 
to table restaurant in 
Alamosa who have cre-
ated an online grocery 
store called the “fast n’ 
fresh market”, offering 
curbside and delivery 
service to medical fa-
cilities and those who 
cannot or should not 
leave their homes dur-

ing the crisis.  
The Vil lage Pub, 

Pizza & Spirits and 
Cozy Castle Cinema, 
a central community 
gathering place in 
Saguache who have 
shifted their business 
model to offer take-out 
to Saguache residents. 

Creede Repertory 
Theatre, a nonprofit 
theatre in Creede, 
pursuing innovative 
ways to continue their 
services while eco-
nomically supporting 
the other businesses 
in their region.  

“We are so grateful 
during this uncertain 
time to receive support, 
and we are so thankful 
to have a bank in our 
community looking out 
for small businesses 
and nonprofits like us,” 
said Julia McCorvey, of 
the Creede Repertory 
Theatre in Creede. 

In addition to help-
ing the San Luis Val-
ley, FSWCF awarded 
$15,000 to 8 businesses 
in the West End. Fur-
thermore, FSWCF has 
partnered with the 
Pagosa Springs Town 
Council to offer micro-
grants in Archuleta 
County. FSWCF also 
launched a COVID-10 
Emergency Loan Fund. 
Details about these 
opportunities can be 
found at: https://www.
fswcf.org/covid-19.

$15,000 Offered in micro-
grants


