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Local health officials are in agreement that the 
data show that people can be asymptomatic to 

COVID-19 and still test positive.
Compiled by Trey Spaulding

SAN LUIS VALLEY – The Alamosa County Public 

Health Department announced the first COVID-19-
related fatality in Alamosa County. The individual 
was a recently confirmed case for Alamosa County 
and passed away while in hospital.

Let’s talk about numbers. For our readers, you 
may have noticed that we shifted our emphasis away 

SLV has first COVID-19 fatality, Gov. Polis 
extends stay at home order to April 26

Please see UPDATE on Page 2A

Towns of Center, Saguache election results

by TereSa l. bennS 
SAGUACHE — On March 20, 

Saguache County Attorney Ben 
Gibbons filed a preliminary injunction 
and request for review of the Moffat 
annexation No. 3 comprised of 
325 acres of formerly agricultural 
land being developed by marijuana 
entrepreneurs working as Potch LLC/
Area 420.

The county’s main objections can 
be summarized as its right to claim 
as county owned and maintained 
County Road 59, which Moffat has 
declared as part of the annexation; the 
threats to the safety and well-being 
of Saguache County residents posed 
by the proposed annexation and the 
failure of the town of Moffat to proceed 
according to numerous state statutes. 

The following are the primary 
objections and observations raised by 
the county, taken from the legal filing.

“C.R.S.  §31-12-116(1)(a) , 
provides that any board of county 
commissioners governing the area 
proposed to be annexed can challenge 
that proposed annexation if it believes 
it is ‘aggrieved’ by the actions of the 
municipality that seeks the annexation 
and may seek review of those actions. 

“The Saguache County Board 
of County Commissioners, on its 
behalf and on behalf of the citizens 
of Saguache County contend that the 
actions of the Town Trustees failed to 
meet the statutory requirements for 
annexation of the subject property and 
is not in the best interest of Saguache 
County and its citizens and further that 
such actions create an ongoing safety 
and health hazard for the residents of 
the County. 

The filing notes that the Town of 
Moffat is a “Colorado statutory town.” 
On Jan. 21, town trustees approved and 
adopted Ordinance No. 2020-1 “which 
purports to have provided approval 
for the annexation of the ‘Potch 3’ 
parcels into the Town of Moffat from 
the county of Saguache.” 

On Feb. 25, 2020, Saguache 
County Attorney Ben Gibbons, 
acting on behalf of the Saguache 
County Board of Commissioners 
and within the statutory time frame, 
filed a Motion for Reconsideration 
of Ordinance 2020-01 with the 

Annexation 
injunction 

request lays out 
county’s case

Please see REQUEST on Page 6A

Seniors ponder graduation options

Please see REPORT on Page 3A

by CenTer poliCe Chief 

dale meek

CENTER — A Center man has 
been arrested following a string 
of car burglaries and one house 
burglary in Center last week that 
also involved the theft of three 
firearms. The burglaries occurred 
in the areas spanning from the 
Central Housing Authority, down 
2nd Street and up through Central 
Avenue. 

Unlocked cars were entered, the 
glove compartments ransacked and 
cash, phones and miscellaneous 
items taken. Car doors were left 
open as the suspect fled. 

Pedro Portillo aka “Pito” was 
arrested for two of the six cars that 
were broken into back March 31. 
Police examined video directly 
connecting Pedro to the two cars. 
The other four vehicles are being 
written up as felony summons 
as they have the same Modus 
Operandi, or method of operation 
(MO) as the other burglaries. 

In a last attempt to avoid 
incarceration, Portillo claimed to 
have CoVid19 upon a last attempt 
to avoid incarceration walking 
into the jail, but this was proven 
to be untrue.

Portillo was entering unlocked 
vehicles only. After getting into 
the vehicle, he would ransack the 
glove compartment and look for 
small, easy-to-carry items. Please 
spread the word for people to lock 
their vehicles and place items of 
value under the seat or in the trunk. 

There is reason to believe 
one of the weapons stolen may 
be in Alamosa but there is no 
information or intelligence on the 
rifles except that the suspect was 
seen crossing north Broadway, 
walking around the cell tower 
on 1st street and disappearing 
near Sylvester Street. The stolen 
weapons are listed below.

1) Ruger LCP II .380 semi-auto, 
Serial # 380526860. The pistol is 
black in color.

2) Savage Axis .308 rifle with 
Vortex Crossfire II 6x24 scope; 
camouflage-colored stock and 
bipod.

3) Savage Model II 6.5 rifle 
with Swampfox 6x24 scope; 
camouflage colored stock with 
bipod.

Regarding another matter, a 
tractor-trailer attempted to make 
a U-turn on the East side of St. 

Center 
police 
report

by TereSa l. bennS

CENTER — Twenty-two Center 
High School seniors, four senior 
sponsors (Jan Vigil, Stephanie 
Archuleta, John Noriega and Garrett 
Myers) CHS principal Kevin Jones 
and Center Schools Superintendent 
Carrie Zimmerman met on Google 
Meet Tuesday to discuss graduation 
options. 

All possibilities were discussed, 
and anyone could propose ideas, 
Jones reported, but some of the 

options are not allowed by Saguache 
County.

“I was proposing a graduation at 
the football field where all families 
must stay in their own cars, but that is 
not allowed as this is associated with 
a gathering,” Jones said. “Therefore, 
we are down to the following options:

A.  Keep the same date (May 16) 
and try our best to have the graduation 
ceremony.  Those choosing this 
option, please select the best option 
below.

1. Virtual (video of each student 
getting their diploma.)

2. Virtual and remote video done at 
local drive in theater.  This will happen 
at the Drive-In in Center (west) or 
Monte Vista (approved by owner).

. Postpone graduation until Aug. 
1. The graduation will be held in a 
traditional setting in the gym/stadium.

All students and families will be 
voting on these options before the 
Center Board of Education meeting 
Tuesday, April 14, Jones said.

Center passes sales 
tax referendum

SAGUACHE COUNTY  — 

According to unofficial election 
results Wednesday morning, the 
towns of Center and Saguache are 
welcoming new board members and 
the town of Center has passed a 2 
percent sales tax increase to help 
achieve its economic development 
goals.

Center voters passed the sales 
tax measure 162 to 136. Anthony 
“Tony” Garcia will serve as Center’s 
new mayor. Garcia received 107 
votes, Jaime Hurtado 84, Pedro 
Segura 63, James Sanchez 54 and 
Delsa Chavez 41. 

New trustees on the Center 
t o w n  b o a r d  i n c l u d e  P e g g y 
Martinez with 196 votes and 
Nivek Bieriger with 154 votes. 
Incumbent Archie Gallegos also 

Please see RESULTS on Page 2A
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from numbers of positive cases, 
although we do continue to post them 
daily at http://www.slvemergency.
org/slv-covid-19/. Currently the 
San Luis Valley has 17 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases and this number has 
remained the same for several days. 
Why do we want to de-emphasize 
this information? Simply put, it is 
because we know this number is not 
a complete and accurate reflection 
of the total number of people who 
have COVID-19. This number 
includes only those who have been 
tested positive, and those who we 
have identified through contacts 
with those who have been tested. 
It does not include others in the 
community who may not have been 
sick enough to be tested, but who 
could still potentially transmit the 
virus to others.

Local health officials are in 
agreement that the data show that 
people can be asymptomatic to 
COVID-19 and still test positive. 
Additional less common symptoms 
include headache, loss of taste and 
smell, nausea, diarrhea and body aches. 
If you have mild symptoms, you can 
usually self-care, rest, and make sure 
to stay hydrated. The symptoms should 
resolve in a week or less.

If  you develop emergency 
warning signs you should get 
medical attention immediately. 
Emergency symptoms include 
trouble breathing, persistent pain or 
pressure in the chest, new confusion 
or inability to wake up, or bluish 
lips or face.

Local  heal th  off ic ia ls  are 
reminding that this is not a vacation; 
it is a pandemic. We love visitors and 
we rely on tourism in the San Luis 
Valley, but we must now ask that 
visitors delay their plans to come 
to our area until after this pandemic 
crisis is over. Our high altitude is 
not well suited for a respiratory 
illness such as COVID-19. Our 
local health care system is not 
equipped to handle the increased 
cases of COVID-19 that could 
arrive with the seasonal increase in 
population, whether that population 
is from second homeowners or 
other visitors. We have very limited 
hospital beds and even fewer ICU 
bed capabilities in our six-county 
area. Hospitals in neighboring areas 
have severe demands placed on 
them right now as well. We know 
you understand and care about your 
resident Colorado neighbors, and 
would not wish for further hardship 
for them.

The San Luis Valley regional 
counties of Gunnison, El Paso, 
Pueblo, Chaffee, and La Plata have 
an extensive number of cases and 
travel to these counties should be 
avoided unless essential as outlined 
by Governor Polis’ order. Mineral 
and Hinsdale counties issued a 
mandatory health order Tuesday, 
March 24, which requires people 
who have traveled outside of the 
county for more than 24 hours to 
self-isolate for seven days. This order 
was extended to April 14.

Monday, April 6, Governor Polis 
extended the Colorado stay at home 
order to April 26. “We all want a 
timeline, when will this nightmare 
be over?...We simply can’t function 
normally while we’re living day 
to day in mortal fear of a deadly 
virus…But if the choice is between 
a temporary shutdown and a 
catastrophic loss of life, the choice 
is clear…The better job we do at 
staying in, the sooner we can go 
back out,” Polis said.

Governor Polis has asked that 
everyone begin using a face cover 
when making those rare essential 
trips out in public; if you don’t have 
a mask, you can use a bandana or a 
scarf. We know that the virus is out 
there in the community in numbers 
larger than what we can accurately 
report, which is why we keep 
repeating the same message: stay 
home, wash your hands, self-isolate 
if you are sick, and self-quarantine 
if you have had close contact with 
someone who is sick. If you have had 
symptoms, please continue to help 
us track overall levels of illness in 
our community by completing our 
anonymous SLV Symptom Tracker 
survey at http://www.slvemergency.
org/slv-covid-19/.  

If you are experiencing symptoms 
please call your health care provider 
or a nurse call line at: San Luis Valley 
Health 719-589-2511 ext. 9, Rio 
Grande Hospital 719-657-4990 or 
Valley Wide Health Systems 719-
589-3658 ext. 9. 

If you are having difficulty 
breathing or another medical 
emergency, dial 911. A nurse will 
return your call between the hours 
of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. every day. If 
you reach a voicemail, please leave 
a clear name and good callback 
phone number.

The most common symptoms 
are fever, cough and shortness of 
breath. The nurses and providers will 
probably make special arrangements if 
they suspect you have the coronavirus 
and want you to come in for testing 
or for a visit. Going to the clinic or 
hospital without calling ahead could 
expose more people to the virus.

This is a tough time for a lot of 
us. Make sure to take care of your 
physical and mental health. We 
highly recommend that you take a 
few minutes to listen to the recent 
podcast on SLVoices featuring some 
of our partners at SLV Behavioral 
Health Group talking about how 
to cope with the unusual demands 
and stresses of this pandemic. You 
can access the podcast at https://
slvoices.com/2020/04/02/your-
mental-health-during-the-covid-
19-crisis/. SLV Behavioral Health 
Group’s Emergency Crisis services 
is also responding to calls.  If you 
are experiencing a crisis, please 
call 719-589.3671 or call the crisis 
hotline 1 (844) 493-TALK (8255). 
For after business hours assistance, 
please call 911 or the crisis hotline 
1 (844) 493-TALK (8255) or text 
TALK to 38255 to receive mental 
health crisis support.

UPDATE
Continued from Page 1A

RESULTS
Continued from Page 1A
was re-elected, receiving 143 
votes. Nick Schaeffer received 
135 votes, Annette Martinez 96 
votes, Herman “Dicky” Sisneros 
89 votes, David Ramon 69 votes 
and Leslie “Duran” Shelley 50 
votes. Martinez and Bieriger join 
trustees Gallegos, Mary McClure, 
Adeline Sanchez and Bill McClure 

to constitute Center’s new board. 
Timothy Chittum was elected 

to the Saguache Town board with 
72 votes. Opponent Terry Gillette 
received 62 votes. Incumbent 
mayor Elvie Samora, running 
unopposed, was re-elected to a 
four-year term with 64 votes. 
Incumbents Jim Jaminet, Susan 

Collins, and Janice Torrez all were 
re-elected. Jaminet received 110 
votes, Collins 96 and Torrez 93. 
They will serve on the board with 
Wyoma Hansen and Amber Wilson, 
whose terms expire in 2022. 
Jaminet will serve on the board 
until 2024 and Collins, Wilson and 
Chittum until 2022. 

Photo by Trey Spaulding 
Local farmers began hydration of their fields this week. 

Irrigation season doesn’t wait



Thursday, April 9, 2020 Center Post-Dispatch Page 3A

Support 
Del Norte!

Del Norte ‘United’

Local shops value you more. Local 
businesses survive by their reputation 

& repeat business which means you 
get a higher standard of service.

Directory

Farmers Market

Financial Advisor

Beginning June 2019
Wednesdays Noon- 4 p.m.

in front of Boogies 
Vendors Wanted! 

(719)873-5466
mkmillermink@aol.com

Artisan &

Farmers Market
Del Norte

Support

REPORT
Continued from Page 1A

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Friday, 
April 10, 96.5 The Fox and KYDN 
Country are presenting “The Easter 
Parade of Lights” a tribute to the 
health care workers at SLV Health. 

All this week, the radio stations will 
solicit members of the community to 
do something “good” this Friday and 
participate in a salute to the Valley’s 
health care workers. The community 
will be asked to gather, in their 
vehicles, at 5:45 p.m. in the parking 
lot of SLV Health and tune into the 
radio stations. 

The stations will be broadcasting 
live from the parking lot. During 
the remote broadcast, the stations 
will coordinate the blinking of 
headlights and honking of horns of 
all in attendance, to pay tribute to 
health care workers during their 6 

p.m. shift change and let them know 
how appreciated they are. 

The event is intended to last no 
longer than 15 minutes and everyone 
who attends will be required to remain 
in their cars. The radio stations will 
record the event on audio and video 
including a view from a drone. 

SAN LUIS VALLEY - If the sewers, 
quilters and crafters of the San Luis 
Valley are keeping track, they can now 
add “medical gowns” to the list of what 
the generous crafters are making to help 
the inventory of San Luis Valley Health.

While hundreds of masks have 
been made, valley residents are now 
gathering the material needed to help 
make the water-resistant gowns that 
are also in short supply. Because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, the need 
for medical protective personal gear 
has increased.

Lynn Weathers, the owner of the 
Alamosa Quilt Company, created the 
pattern for the gown. The direct link 
for the pattern can be found at: https://
alamosaquilter.blogspot.com/2020/03/
surgical-gown-project.html

Completed gowns can be dropped off 

Courtesy photo
SLV Health staff model the medical gowns that were created by San Luis Valley residents.

Valley residents make gowns to help hospital staff
at the SLV Health Foundation office, 
located in the SLV Health Education 
Building at 1921 Main Street in 
Alamosa.

“I am continually and repeatedly 
amazed at the outpouring of support 
the community has continued to give to 
our health care staff during this time,” 
said Kelly Gurule, director of the SLV 
Health Foundation. “It’s wonderful, to 
see people coming together to help out.”

The easily disposable gowns will 
assist the health care staff in the 
fight against the possible spread of 
COVID-19.

For more information about helping 
with making the gowns, please contact 
Kelly Gurule at 719-587-6359 or by 
email at gurulek@slvrmc.org, or Dawn 
Krebs at 719-587-6359 or by email at 
dawn.krebs@slvrmc.org. 

Support SLV Health 
community at Parade of Lights

Jerome’s Catholic Church. The 
truck took out three power poles 
and damaged a couple residences/
structures when the power lines 
were jerked from falling power 
poles. The driver attempted to flee 
the scene but was stopped leaving 
town. He was issued multiple 
citations and a traffic collision 
report was completed. 

Residents beware
Items like radar detectors, GPS, 

cell phones and purses raise the 
likelihood that a person will be 
victimized if these items can be 
seen in a vehicle.  

The Center Police Department 
continues to receive multiple 
suspicious person calls. I am very 
happy with this. But dispatchers 
need to know the reason why 
someone is suspicious, what the 
person is wearing and if the person 
leaves, what direction they left in. 
Since the suspicious articulable 
suspicion training was held with 
several of the Neighborhood Watch 
Volunteers, there have been two 
suspicious person calls that have 
directly led to summons/arrests. 

Lastly, the area of criminal 
activity has shifted again in Center. 
Miles Street was the hot spot but 
after several arrests, the criminal 
activity has moved to the triangle-
shaped area of Washington Street, 
Garcia Street and running the fields 
back to Casa de Cortez. Be vigilant 
and call if anyone is seen acting 
unusual in these areas.

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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leTTerS

opinion & ediTorial

To the editor, 
My husband was at death’s door with 

blood clots in both lungs, difficulty 
breathing, high blood sugar and a 
heart beating out of control.  He was 
admitted to the Rio Grande Hospital 
and was told he should be transferred 
to a Denver ICU.  As he is 86 years old 
and has a DNR (Do Not Resuscitate 

Directive) he said, “I want to die right 
here in the Valley”!  The staff treated 
him as if he were a member of their 
own family (I mean housekeeping, 
the kitchen staff, doctors, nurses, 
nurse aides, ward clerks, X-ray, lab, 
nursing administration, etc.).   Due to 
the corona virus ALL personnel were 
working long hours with a skeleton 

crew!  They saved my husband who 
is now recuperating at home due 
to the outstanding knowledgeable, 
compassionate care he received!  I have 
been an RN for 50+ years so I know 
how fortunate we are to have this great 
facility and staff in our community!  
Thank you to all!    

Jerri Meadows, RN, MSN

To the editor, 
Again, thank you for all your 

patience and understanding during 
this difficult and trying time for our 
school and community.  We hope you 
and your families are staying healthy 
and safe both mentally and physically. 

As you are probably aware Colorado 
Gov. Jared Polis announced yesterday 
that he is lengthening the suspension 
of in-person learning in Colorado’s 
schools through April 30, revising 
the original order that had been set 
to expire on April 17. Polis reiterated 
that it remains unlikely that schools 
will return to in-person learning this 
school year.

Polis explained that due to the 

constantly evolving information 
around the novel coronavirus 
pandemic his general practice is for 
executive orders to be enacted for 30 
days at a time.

The Governor said he has high 
expectations for remote learning 
in schools and that districts should 
continue to proceed with their 
processes with the understanding 
that students will likely not be 
returning to in-person instruction 
this school year.  So even though 
we do not have to make up contact 
hours or days, we strive to ensure 
that our students continue receiving 
instruction throughout the school 
year. Teachers are working hard to 

provide online learning through live 
video, recorded lessons, projects 
and assignments.  Please help us to 
ensure that students are engaging 
with their teachers and the instruction 
that is being provided. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
contact your child’s teacher via email 
or during their office hours that they 
have posted, they will be glad to help.  
Otherwise you can reach out to their 
Principal or myself.

Thank you for your continued 
patience, cooperation and support.  
We will all get through this together.

Brian Crowther, Sargent 
Superintendent

The darned virus has finally done 
it and struck at the very core of 
Americana. 

It was bad enough that St. Paddy’s 
Day was curtailed and all that green 
beer wasted, but now the wretched 
corona has ended Easter as we know 
it. This is a tad perplexing as up 
until now the virus was not known 
to spread into the animal kingdom 
but here it is going full bore and 
killing off the Easter Bunny. 

Ol’  Dutch has seen some cruel 
things happen in this world up to 
now, but brutally murdering our 
dear Mr. Bunny just about takes the 
cake as far as disasters go. I mean 
we have seen some hurricanes come 
along and try to ruin some holiday 
and the buying frenzy leading up 
to that but nothing has done to 
America what this Coronavirus 
has done. 

You may recall that Hurricane 
Katrina hit in late August and was 
so bad that even in October, many 
people just plain missed out on 
Halloween. And since hurricanes 
usually take place about that time 
of year of course there are lots of 
places that have lost out on that 
Spooktacular evening due to one 
occurrence or another in their 
areas. But not the whole country 
for Pete’s sake.

But here we sit waiting, some with 
bated breath and some with baited 
– Ol’ Dutch knows some of you 
only brush your teeth for company 
and this quarantine business is 
guaranteed to cause some mighty 
bad halitosis. Do your wife a favor 
and go brush and floss right after 
you finish reading this paper. 

Over here, Ol’ Dutch is lucky 
enough to be imprisoned with Miss 
Trixie during this time so it could 
be worse for our entombment is 
a continual display of culinary 
delights and tastes that certainly 
buffers the pain of this pandemic. 

Miss Trixie cooks up a storm and 
Ol’ Dutch eats it all. That’s about 
all there is to say about that except, 
“Amen and pass the biscuits!” 

Probably the worst part of this 
Easter cancellation is not being 
able to partake of the after Easter 
sale on the candy. Now folks, you 
can take away a lot of things but 
not being able to stock up on milk 
chocolate bunnies at giveaway 
prices has to be Communism 101. 
That just isn’t right. 

It’s bad enough not to have 
enough toilet paper to softly address 
a person’s keister and having to 
scrounge around for hand sanitizer 
and alcohol. That’s bad for us 
humans but think about the animal 
kingdom and how we are making 

The Easter Bunny 
takes a detour

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

poor chickens work overtime trying 
to produce enough eggs for a family 
of four to survive on.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist 
to see that the egg cartons are empty 
at the store and with that we’ve 
lost another tradition that will be 
the final straw for the poor old 
camel’s back. Yes, you guessed it. 
No eggs to dye.

Gone now are the days when 
little children got to dip hard-
boiled eggs in a liquid mixture of 
God knows what kind of poison 
after writing their names on them 
with white wax crayons and saving 
them in the refrigerator until 
they rotted and were tossed out. 
Memories like that you just cannot 
replace folks. 

While we bemoan losing the 
fun parts of Easter, I realize that 
we are losing the most important 
part of all: gathering with friends 
and family in churches across this 
land to celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

Miss Trixie urges me to take 
comfort in her favorite quote from 
Pope John Paul II: “Do not abandon 
yourselves to despair. We are the 
resurrection people and hallelujah 
is our song.” 

Yes, we will miss the love and 
hugs, the smiles and sweet kisses, 
the photos of the children in their 
bonnets, but my prayer is that 
each of you keep those cherished 
memories fresh and foremost in 
your hearts this Easter Season. 

With God’s grace, we will weather 
this storm and find new strength in 
the days ahead for the challenges 
sure to come. God bless you all and 
keep you now and forever from 
Dutch, Trixie and Cooper. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.

com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com or on 
Twitter at TroutRepublic.

Dear Sargent School District Community

Husband was at death’s door

I t  was  grea t  to  see  tha t 
commissioners have now opened 
up their meetings to citizens using 
Zoom. Sunshine is always the best 
disinfectant even when not dealing 
with a pandemic. Commissioner 
agendas for the April 21 meeting can 
be accessed at the saguachecounty.
net website and will contain a 
password for those wishing to attend. 

And it also was gratifying to see 
that commissioners have responded 
to concerns of citizens in the Moffat 
area and others throughout the 
county by filing a request for a 
preliminary injunction and hearing 
on annexation No. 3 of the Potch 
LLC/Area 420 marijuana complex. 
The filing was thorough in detailing 
the many problems that exist with 
this annexation and why it is not in 
the best interests of county residents. 

Commissioners could have 
allowed the deadlines on filing the 
objection to pass, but the fact that 
they responded tells residents they 
did listen to their concerns. 

One thing that commissioners 
may also wish to address during (or 
even outside) the court process is the 
structuring of the Moffat town board 
that led up to this annexation and the 
way that town meetings are held in 
Moffat. Had the board been operating 
under accepted governmental 
standards, the annexation process 
might have been better scrutinized 
and researched, and those providing 
information and assistance to the 
board more scrupulously vetted 

By  TERESA  BENNS
My Two Cents 

Kudos to Saguache County commissioners
to guarantee a more objective 
evaluation of the project. 

For years there have been problems 
with town meetings in Moffat, even 
preceding the purchase of land 
there for commercial marijuana 
cultivation. But once cannabis 
became king in the town, advocates 
for annexation and other projects 
began courting the current mayor 
and those board members then in 
place and currying favor. 

While some board members 
have resigned owing to conflicts 
of interest related to the marijuana 
industry, others remain who have 
very much benefited from the 
Potch LLC/Area 420 development 
and continue to do so. Without this 
favorable climate that benefits only 
a few, the annexation process more 
likely would have been conducted in 
accordance with state statutes. 

More to the point, the town 
board would not have omitted the 
citizen involvement necessary to 
render the proceedings in line with 
statutory requirements, a fact one 
attorney retained by Moffat citizens 
pointed out. Those attending 
meetings in Moffat complained 
for two years they could not 
obtain information from the town 
ordinarily available to the public, 
were harassed at meetings by board 
members and marijuana growers 
who predominated there and were 
even requested to leave.

This state of affairs very much 
contributed to the problems now 

faced by the county and Moffat 
residents. The town is a statutory, not 
a home rule town, despite its behavior 
to the contrary. By encouraging 
reform regarding town meetings 
and the cordial admission of town 
residents whose objections they have 
refused to consider, commissioners 
could avoid additional problems that 
might occur in the future. 

While some feel the town’s 
business should not be of any interest 
to the county, all governments within 
the county should be working with 
each other as well as the county 
for the benefit of Saguache County 
citizens. Wherever this is not 
happening, citizens run the risk of 
being victimized by two-bit despots 
and those to whom they delegate 
their dirty work. 
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30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Offering curbside delivery 
for pick-up orders! We accept 
orders by phone and through 

our easy online ordering at 
www.mountainpizzataproom.com! 

Where  to find 
your favorite 

foods!guide
Dining
Takeout & Delivery

Fast & Easy 
Prescription Service

For more available services, visit our website:
riograndehospital.org

• Short wait times 
• Accepting most insurances, including 

Medicare and Medicaid 

Rio Grande Hospital would like 
to remind you not to ration your 

prescription medications, there is not 
a shortage and we’re here to help! 

Monte Vista Medical Clinic Pharmacy is Still Open

Drive-Thru 
Available 

1033 Second Ave.
Monte Vista 
9 am-5 pm 

(719) 628-0533

Prescription Pick-Up is 
still available at the Del 
Norte, South Fork and 
Creede Clinics for most 

medications
Nellie, Pharm D.,

Pharmacy Manager

by CenTer SChoolS 

SuperinTendenT Carrie 

Zimmerman 

Focus on 
the fabulous

Our  f i r s t  week of  remote 
learning was a success! Our 
teachers worked hard to provide 
students with authentic learning 
experiences that were engaging 
and relevant to all that is going on 
in the world today. Students were 
able to use their personal devices 
and watch direct instruction in all 
content areas. 

Joe Martinez and Tim Sanchez 
did a great job providing guided 
instruction on daily workouts for our 
students. Kids were able to follow 
along and complete the workouts. 
They were then asked to upload 
videos of themselves completing 
the training routine the so that 
instructors could provide feedback 
and support! 

Mr. Schoenfelder ’s Graphic 
Design classes are doing artwork 
related to the current pandemic and 
his photography class is getting in 
touch with their creative side with 
their impressive photos. 

S k o g l u n d  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
teachers put together a thematic 
unit tying the current COVID-19 
pandemic into the daily lessons 

CenTer of foCuS

across content areas. 
Haskin Elementary students felt 

the personal connection with their 
teachers as they went the extra mile 
to reach out to their students in a 
number of different ways. 

Students in Mr. Steward’s class 
presented research projects using 
Flipgrid videos. 

The teachers and students weren’t 
alone in embracing this new 
approach to learning. Dr. Hensley, 
Center’s Director of Instruction, did 
a fantastic job making resources and 

instructional materials available to 
our staff in a number of different 
formats. 

Our counselors, MTSS team, 
nurses, and special education 
department all put supports in place 
to connect with students and provide 
information and resources during 
this time. 

Center students,  staff,  and 
community are working side by 
side to get through this together 
and make sure that we come out 
stronger on the other side!

by TereSa l. bennS

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Former 
model, actress, film producer and 
author Sam Sorbo has some timely 
advice for those now staying at home 
with their kids learning online: “You 
have options — shop your home 
education choices and relax, you 
won’t break your kids.”

Sorbo, now a Texas homeschooling 
mom of three, is a spokesperson for 
the Texas Homeschool Coalition 
(THSC), one of the nation’s leading 
authorities on home education. The 
coalition recently launched phase 
one of its multiple-phase COVID-19 
response plan offering printable 
home lesson plans for kindergarten 
through fifth grade. The resource 
is free.

Author of the book “They’re 
Your Kids: An inspirational Journey 
From Self-Doubter to Homeschool 
Advocate,” Sorbo reassures parents 
that “it’s not as hard as you think.” 

“Parents now have the vibrant, 
comprehensive, necessary resources 
to teach at home,” Sorbo said in a 
THSC news release March 24. 
“COVID-19 may shut down our 
schools, but the learning shouldn’t 
have to stop, as we empower parents 
to take the reins and continue their 
children’s’ education at home in the 
coming months.” 

To access the courses, go to https://
coronavirushomeschooling.com or 
join the community and the Facebook 
group at: https://facebook.com/
groups/coronavirushomeschool.

In a phone interview Monday, 
Sorbo commented that those parents 
who would like an alternative to 
hours of online learning can print 
out the lesson plans and children 
can complete them without the 

Free homeschool resource offers printed lessons for kids K-5
aid of a computer. “We provide 
the curriculum, you provide the 
love,” Sorbo said. “This ought to 
be a dream come true for teachers 
who beg parents to become more 
involved.”

She went on to explain what 
every teacher knows: that parental 
involvement is key to children’s 
success in school, and while 
“teachers are wonderful, I love 
them, they are your kids.” According 
to trustworthy studies, Sorbo 
observed, home-schooled children 
score 30-35 percent higher in 
academic achievement tests than 
their public school counterparts, 
and she credits that partly to the 
“love” component parents invest 
in homeschooling. 

Sorbo assures parents they are 
capable, and more than capable, of 
doing a good job to educate their 

children. She believes parents 
staying at home with children will 
help them re-evaluate what their 
children are learning and see how 
gratifying it is to stimulate and 
satisfy a child’s curiosity.

“If you don’t know the answer 
you can show your child how to 
find the answer,” Sorbo pointed 
out. “Not knowing can be a great 
way to learn.” 

The COVID-19 crisis also can 
offer opportunities for teachers 
who would like a different way 
to go with their careers, Sorbo 
said. Parents can hire teachers to 
teach their children or tutor them 
in some specific area and teachers 
also can make themselves available 
to homeschool co-ops that assist 
parents who are homeschooling. 

“There are many different ways 
to get this done,” Sorbo concluded. 

“We are living in 2020” and families 
now have plenty of time to explore 

the many avenues available for their 
school-age children.

Sam Sorbo

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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970-444-1298

For Urgent Dental 
Care...We Are Open!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Urgent Dental Care 
- Get Relief Now!

Emergencies Seen 
Same Day

Are you experiencing:
• Pain • Swelling • Redness • Infection

• Bleeding • Broken Teeth
Do you have difficulty chewing, 

swallowing or breathing?  

Don’t wait, get relief now.  

Call our Urgent Care Hotline now 

970-444-1928

970-444-1298

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO GET 
INVOLVED CALL 719-655-2533

Moffat Board of Trustees. “In a 
letter dated March 9, 2020, counsel 
for the town of Moffat informed 
[Gibbons] that the Moffat board of 
trustees was presented the Motion 
for Reconsideration and did not act 
on it, so it is deemed denied. 

Commissioners scheduled a site 
visit to the property proposed for 
annexation on Nov.7, 2019. They 
reported: “The annexed property does 
not meet [statutory] requirements” 
regarding contiguousness to the 
Town. “County Road 59 is a County 
maintained road which is listed on 
the County inventory and is a major 
transportation arterial for the citizens 
of Saguache County. 

“The County objected to the use 
of County Road 59 for the ‘flagpole’ 
annexation and has contended, among 
other concerns that the Town does not 
have the resources to properly maintain 
the road for the safety of the citizens 
of Saguache County. The Town has 
never provided a legal basis for using 
County Road 59 as a ‘flagpole’ for the 
annexation, provided any information 
as to a plan to maintain the portion of 
the road that it now claims to own, 
nor how the citizens of Saguache will 
be compensated for the loss of [state] 
Highway User Tax Funds from that 
segment of the road. 

“The County asserts that the use of 
County Road 59 as a means of meeting 
the contiguous requirements for the 
annexation is not in comportment 
with the statutory requirements for 
such annexation and challenges the 
legal authority of the town to utilize 
this procedure.” On Jan. 21, 2020, at 
a regular Board of Commissioners 
meeting, the county informed a Moffat 
town representative that the impact 
report was deemed inadequate.

The following are listed in the 
legal filing as statutory impact study 
requirements Moffat has failed to 
meet: “…educational assessment 
requirements… not properly and 
adequately addressing the extension 
of town services to the annexed area” 
and the lack of  “a viable plan to both 
extend utilities, provide adequate 
water, and pay for the anticipated strain 
on municipal resources associated with 
the annexation. 

“A specific deficiency relates to 
how the annexed land and proposed 
operations will be supplied with 
water… The County’s position was 
that the property was being annexed 
specifically to avoid complying with 
the County’s land use regulations 
governing the operation of marijuana 
cultivation activities and that such 
action created a well-founded concern 
for the health and safety of the citizens 
of Saguache County. 

“The Town has neither the resources 
or expertise to properly inspect or 
enforce safety and health measures 
relating to the operation of cultivation 

operations. The Town has “retained” 
Canna Valley Consulting as an expert 
in these efforts. Upon information 
and belief individuals who are now 
the employees of or consultants for 
Canna have made presentations on 
behalf of Potch LLC to the Town Board 
of Trustees. This has raised a serious 
concern about a potential conflict of 
interest with the ‘regulators’ retained 
by the Town and their abilities to 
unbiasedly ensure the safety of the 
proposed operations. 

“As representative of the lack of 
resources, on Oct. 15, 2019, a fire 
occurred in the Town of Moffat 
that resulted in the destruction of a 
substantial part of downtown and 
the Town was not able to handle this 
emergency because the only water 
source was a 2,500-gallon water tanker 
and no other ability to provide water 
for the suppression effort. The lack of 
resources to handle any emergency 
at the proposed development on the 
annexed property remains a concern 
of the commissioners. 

“The Town never addressed the 
identified deficiencies in the impact 
study report. The impact study report 
dated Oct.1, 2019 fails to meet 
[statutory] requirements. Further, the 
Town has failed to address the well 
founded and articulated concerns of 
the County regarding issues related to 
the health, safety and welfare of the 
citizens of Saguache County.

“One of the requirements for the 
issuance of a Preliminary Injunction 
is that the movant has a reasonable 
probability of success on the merits 
(Rathke v. MacFarland, 648 P.2d 648.) 
The County contends that upon review 
of all the facts and the annexation 
report that the court will find the town 
did not meet the statutory requirements 
set forth in the Municipal Annexation 
Act and [will] void the annexation 
ordinance. 

A movant demonstrates irreparable 
harm where there is an actual — not 
speculative or remote —danger of 
injury, even where such injury is not 
certain. the Town does not have the 
necessary resources to handle such 
a situation should it change in the 
property tax base. 

“[In summary], the threatened injury 
to the County and its citizens vastly 
outweighs the harm to the defendants 
in the event an injunction issues 
(characterizing the balance of equities 
analysis as requiring that the harm to 
the movant outweigh the harm to the 
non-movant if an injunction issues). 
The proposed development will 
substantially and irreparably change 
the nature of the annexed property 
without the issuance of an injunction.”

According to a Saguache District 
Court staffer, the town of Moffat has 
not responded to the filing and no court 
date has yet been set to decide on the 
requested injunction. 

REQUEST
Continued from Page 1A
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Deception is a dangerous problem, 
and something Jesus warned us about 
in the Bible. In Matthew 24:4, He said, 
“Be careful that on one misleads you 
[deceiving you and leading you into 
error]” (AMP). There are other places in 
Scripture where we’re warned to watch 
out and be alert because we have an 
enemy who is trying to deceive us.

When you’re deceived, you believe a 
lie. This is dangerous because when you 
believe a lie, even though it’s not true, it 
becomes your reality. 

I used to believe I would always have 
a second-rate life because my father 
had sexually abused me throughout my 
childhood and I was “damaged goods.” 
This lie made me insecure, bitter, hard to 
get along with, and absolutely miserable.

But when I discovered the truth in 
God’s Word, that He would heal my 
soul and pay me back for the shame of 
my youth, I had hope that I could move 
forward in His plans and purposes for my 
life. I began growing in my relationship 
with Jesus, learning how to trust Him 
to restore my mind and emotions—my 
heart—and how to live according to the 
wisdom in His Word.

Breaking Free from the Lies That 
Tormented My Soul

A major key to overcoming the wrong 
mindsets I’d lived with for many years, 
I had to obey His command to walk in 
love and forgive everyone who had hurt 
me. Luke 6:27-28 says, “Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who mistreat you” (NIV). And Romans 
12:21 urges us to “not be overcome with 
evil, but overcome evil with good.”

I realize that choosing forgiveness 
is one of the most difficult things God 
asks us to do, especially if we believe 
that whoever hurt us is in the wrong 
and doesn’t deserve to be forgiven. But 

staying mad won’t help you either; the 
truth is it actually causes you more hurt 
and misery if you refuse to get past the 
offense. 

I remember the day I was praying for 
God to show me someone I could help 
and He spoke to my heart about my 
parents. At the time, they were older and 
needed help with the activities of their 
daily life. I felt that God wanted me to 
move them close to where my husband, 
Dave, and I lived and take care of them 
until they died. 

At first, I resisted this idea because 
there was nothing in me that wanted to 
see them, much less spend money on 
them and meet their needs. But I told 
Dave what I was thinking, and he said if 
God was telling me to do this, we should 
do it. It wasn’t what I wanted to hear, but 
he was right, so we moved them into a 
house near us and took care of them until 
they died.

This was one of the hardest things 
I’ve ever done, but I can honestly 
say now that it is one of the greatest 
decisions I’ve ever made. God honored 
my obedience and gave me the grace to 
do the right thing, and before he passed 
away, my dad asked me to forgive him 
and he accepted Christ as his Savior. 

The reward of forgiveness has far 
outweighed the pain I lived with for so 
many years. It has literally changed my 
life. And I firmly believe it was one of 
the hardest punches I could ever throw 
at the enemy!

Choose the Truth
Whatever your challenge may 

be today—the pain of an injustice, 
fear of the unknown, sickness, a 
broken relationship, or any other 
hardship—I want to encourage you 
to trust God and focus on the truth of 
His Word. Remember that He loves 
you unconditionally, and He is always 

with you. He is on your side as you go 
through the difficulties you face and He 
has your best interest at heart at all times. 
God is close to you when you’re hurting 
the most, and He will fight your battles 
as you trust and obey Him.

Spend some time studying scriptures 
that will help you overcome any lies that 
have kept you from the peace and joy 
God wants you to have through your life 
in Christ. Scriptures like Psalm 34:18 
and 147:3, Romans 8:1-2 and 37-39, 
Romans 12:1-2 and 21, and John 10:10 
are good places to start.

Also, our team at Joyce Meyer 
Ministries is here for you, to pray for you 
and encourage you during the difficult, 
painful seasons of your life. You can 
contact us online at www.joycemeyer.
org. Remember that we love you, and 
most importantly, God loves you. That’s 
the most amazing truth of all!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
six-teaching CD series Battle Strategies 
for a Victorious Life. You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 100 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
YOUR BATTLES BELONG TO 
THE LORD (FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

The Strategy to Gain 
Freedom from Deception

by SaguaChe CounTy Clerk 

and reCorder TriSh gilberT

EXECUTIVE ORDER
Marriage licenses due to the 

presence of COVID-19
Directives
A. The Governor temporarily 

suspends the following statutes 
prohibiting county clerk and recorder 
offices from issuing marriage licenses 
when county clerk and recorder 
offices are closed to the public due 
to the presence of COVID-19 in 
Colorado:

1.The requirement in C.R.S. § 14-
2-106(1)(a) that at least one party to 
a prospective marriage appears in 
person before the county clerk and 
recorder and pays a marriage license 
fee, to the extent this statute requires 
a party’s physical presence before a 
county clerk and recorder.

The requirement in C.R.S § 
14-2-106(1)(a)(I) that a party to 
a prospective marriage submit 
satisfactory proof that each party to 
the marriage will have attained the age 
of eighteen (18) years at the time the 
marriage license becomes effective, 
or if over the age of sixteen (16)years 

The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office for the week of 
March 30-April 6, 2020

Arrests
• Pedro Portillo, 27, Center, 

two counts first-degree criminal 
trespass, two counts of theft, two 
counts of violation of bail bond 
conditions.

• Amber Felton, 20, Moffat, 
contempt of court.

• Hunter Tonner, 20, Highlands 
Ranch, DUI/D.

Citations
• Hunter Tonner, 20, Highlands 

Ranch, operated ATV on roadway 
where prohibited, careless driving.

ClipS from The Clerk

but has not attained the age of eighteen 
(18) years, has judicial approval, to 
the county clerk and recorder, to the 
extent this statute requires in-person 
submission of proof.

The requirement in C.R.S § 
14-2-106(1)(a)(II) that a party to 
a prospective marriage submit 
satisfactory proof that the marriage 
is not prohibited, to the extent this 
statute requires in-person submission 
of proof.

The requirement in C.R.S § 14-
2-107 that licenses to marry shall 
be issued by the county clerk and 
recorder only during the hours that 
the office of the county clerk and 
recorder is open as prescribed by law 
and at no other time.

The requirement in C.R.S. § 14-2-
107 that licenses to marry are only 
valid for thirty-five (35) days and 
if not used within thirty-five (35) 
days, are void and must be returned 
to the county clerk and recorder for 
cancellation.

B. The Governor encourages 
county clerks and recorders to 
adopt guidance and publicly display 
such guidance online regarding the 

following:
• Allowing 

a party to a 
prospective 
m a r r i a g e 
to  send  a 
c o m p l e t e d 
and signed 
marriage license application and the 
required payment to the county clerk 
and recorder, as required by C.R.S. 
§ 14-2-106 (1)(a), by mail, fax or 
online; and

• Allowing parties to a prospective 
marriage to submit satisfactory proof 
that each party to the marriage will 
have attained the age of 18 years at 
the time the marriage license becomes 
effective, or if over the age of 16 years 
but has not attained the age of 18 years, 
has judicial approval, as required by 
C.R.S § 14-2-106(1)(a)(I), and that 
the marriage is not prohibited, as 
required by C.R.S § 14-2106(1)(a)
(II), to the county clerk and recorder 
by mail, fax or online. 

This Executive Order shall expire 
thirty (30) days from March 26, 2020, 
unless extended further by Executive 
Order. 

SaguaChe Sheriff reporT

by rebeCCa Copley 
SAN LUIS VALLEY - Easter will 

be different this year for families, 
and churches all across America. 
With the coronavirus making it 
dangerous to gather in groups, 
many churches are making their 
Easter services viewable online. 
Several around the San Luis Valley 
will be posting their sermons every 
week on Facebook Live including, 
Alamosa Christian Reformed 
Church, Trinity Lutheran, Feed 
Store Church and many others. 

Calvary Baptist will be hosting 
a drive up communion on Good 
Friday. They will have an awning 

Churches and Easter during COVID-19, drive up communion
set up with communion trays under 
it. Someone will be there with a 
mask and gloves. Cars will pull 
up and someone will say a short 
prayer with them then they will 
be handed the communion wafer 
and grape juice. After they take 
communion the people manning 
the station will throw away their 
cups and then switch their gloves 
and go on to the next car. “It’s just 
a chance for people to connect and 
exercise their faith and we’re going 
to try to do it in the safest possible 
way,” said Calvary Baptist Pastor 
Bob Galey. 

Living Water Bible Fellowship 

will have their sermons accessible 
on their website, YouTube and 
Facebook page. “As pastors we’ve 
been talking about how terrible this 
could be for our community and 
praying that it’s not. But also how 
this crisis is probably also forcing 
everyone to evaluate what is most 
important. What had become the 
center of one’s life has likely been 
revealed as secondary or even 
nonessential when it comes to what 
really matters,” commented Living 
Water’s lead pastor Jeron Parkins 
adding, “For instance sports and 
athletic activities can be great and 
even beneficial to families, but 

should they have commanded as 
much time, energy, and money as 
they did before their cancellation? 
T h e r e  a r e 
l ike ly  a  lo t 
of things that 
a r e  n e u t r a l 
or good that 
can be raised 
up to become 
idols in our 
lives, taking 
the place of 
God or taking 
the place of 
e s s e n t i a l 
relationships. 
So while we’re 
in the midst of 
a very heavy 
and difficult 
challenge that 
our community 
h a s  t o  g e t 
through first, we’re hoping that this 
will also be a time of reevaluating 
and seeking out what makes life 
truly meaningful. We’re hopeful 
that for many God will once again 
be worshipped and placed at the 
center of family, marriages and 
businesses. Tough times come and 
go, but in the long run if the Lord 
Jesus is at the center of our lives, 
everything runs much smoother 
(Matthew 6:33).” 

On Easter  Calvary Baptist 
will be joining the Nazarene 
Church and the United Methodist 

Church at Movie Manor drive 
in theater at 11 a.m. “We’ll be 
doing livestreaming on Facebook 

L i v e ,  w e ’ l l 
also be doing 
it on the radio 
so as people 
c o m e  i n t o 
the drive in 
theater, they’ll 
t u n e  t h e i r 
cars to 95.3. 
Bob Richards 
from the radio 
station is going 
to bring all of 
his equipment 
and do a live 
remote. We’re 
going to  be 
on a flatbed 
t r a i l e r , ” 
s a i d  G a l e y, 
“We’ll just let 

everybody sit in their cars, and if 
they want to say amen, they can 
flash their lights or honk their 
horns.” 

Galey also shared how Monday-
Friday at noon he does a live 
devotion on the church’s Facebook 
page. On Saturday mornings he 
also does a “Man up,” bible study 
at 8 a.m. “I miss my congregation 
and I miss seeing them. At least if 
I’m on the air everyday with them 
they know that I’m still there and 
I’m still thinking about them and I 
think that helps,” said Galey.
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Bright 
Comet Atlas
by darlene danko

Early on the morning of the 
14th the last quarter moon forms 
a graceful arc with the 3 planets 
about 20 degrees above the 
horizon. Bright Jupiter will be the 
top planet with Saturn slightly to 
its lower left and Mars slightly 
to Saturn’s lower left. The moon 
will be slightly to their lower 
right below Saturn. Mars and 
Saturn will be close to the same 
brightness. This should be easy 
to find while the sky is still dark.

Comet ATLAS first appeared 
the end of December and is 
becoming closer and brighter. It’s 
currently visible with binoculars 
or a telescope, but may be 
bright enough to be visible with 
unaided vision next month since 
it keeps getting brighter. It’s been 
crossing Mars orbit and is now 

approaching  the 
inner solar system. Its 
official name is CT 
2019 Y4 (ATLAS).

It was first discovered 
in Hawaii on Dec. 28 
2019, but now we can see 
it here. As it gets closer to 
Earth it will get brighter, 
but it won’t collide with us 
since it’s about 72 million 
miles away. It is 10 kilometers in 
diameter, with gases that spiral a 
few miles around it which making 
it larger. Its color is a light green.

On May 23 it will come closest 
to Earth, and its closest approach 
to the Sun will be May 28. The 
current prediction is that it will be 
visible to the naked eye by May 
1. There is always a possibility 
that it may just fizzle out as 
it approaches the Sun.  That’s 
because it may just disintegrate 
before it gets bright enough for 
us to see with unaided vision. We 
won’t know until May if that’s 
going to happen.

Currently this comet is in the 

North to the upper right of Polaris 
the North Star and to the lower left 
of the Big Dipper. You can also 
look at planet Venus, and then to 
its upper right for the bright star 
Capella. The comet will be to the 
upper right of Capella looking 
toward the Big Dipper. In May the 
comet will drop a little lower in 
the sky and be to the lower right 
of Capella. So hopefully we’ll be 
able to find it around 9 p.m. on 
a clear night.

Next week I’ll tell you about the 
Lyrid Meteor Shower. Since the 
new moon is on the 23rd, the Lyrids 
should be great to view. Stay safe 
and don’t get the coronavirus.

SAN LUIS VALLEY— Ciello 
would like to remind San Luis Valley 
residents of the two public Wi-Fi 
hotspots available in Monte Vista 
and La Jara. The hotspots can be 
of huge significance at this time to 
help people stay connected to work 
and school during disruptions caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic. “This 
pandemic has affected our daily 
lives in dramatic ways, and that 
disruption could continue for some 
time,” says Monroe Johnson, Ciello’s 
chief technology officer. “There are 
people in our area who do not have 
internet access or their connection is 
not sufficient for their current needs. 
These Wi-Fi hotspots will help fill 
those gaps and provide a reliable 
connection to those who need it.”

 
Public Wi-Fi hotspots are located 

at:
Monte Vista’s Chapman Park, 

password: ciellowifi
La Jara Town Park, password: 

ciellowifi2
Due to the social distancing 

guidelines recommended by the 
CDC, Ciello encourages users to 
remain in their cars to limit exposure 
to themselves and others. “We also 
recommend that priority be given 
to students needing to participate in 
online classes and to those who need 
to work if they cannot be in their 
office,” says Johnson.

“Ciello is honored to be part of 
the San Luis Valley community; we 
are always looking for opportunities 
to serve our neighbors,” Johnson 
says. “The current health crisis has 
disrupted everyone’s lives, but it is 
our hope that these Wi-Fi hotspots 
will help ease the burden a little.”

Ciello offers public 
Wi-Fi hotspots

Rio Grande 
National 

Forest not 
closed

Only the developed recreations 
sites have been closed. Campgrounds, 
picnic areas and areas with restrooms 
have been closed to help achieve our 
goals of flattening the COVID-19 
curve.

Forest officials very much want to 
encourage folks to completely follow 
the Governor’s order. So if Forest 
users are not driving great distances 
to do so, it is OK to access the forest 
while maintaining physical distancing 
requirements but never, use an area 
that is crowded. 

Although the #RioGrandeNF 
is not closed to visitors, it wants 
to encourage anyone considering 
venturing out in the Forest to 
recognize social distancing while 
there and even consider delaying any 
recreational use. All campgrounds, 
picnic grounds and toilet facilities 
on the forest are currently closed 
to promote and ensure physical 
distancing.

your nighT Sky
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BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

MOOve It Faster
With the Classifieds

From tractors and tillers to help wanted and helpful services, we are your local buying, selling, trading and hiring marketplace for all thing agriculture.

719-852-3531
Place Your Ad Today!

Mary waited for Jesus outside the cave
The promised resurrection meant He was 

saved.
While others waited a savior to come
Mary awaited her son.

The baby she had called Jesus stood in a 
crowd

Others gathered around Him.  She was so 
proud.

She always worried in spite of His good
That he’d be misunderstood.

Mary, it’s nothing you’ve done
He always marched to some other drum

You did all any mother could do
He was His Father’s son.

Mary carried his sandals.  Stood by his side.
Memories, sweet reflections, shone in His 

eyes
“Take care of Mary, for my time has come
I’ll always love you, Mom.”

Mary, it’s nothing you’ve done
He always marched to some other drum
You did all any mother could do
He was His Father’s son.

Watch the music video online on YouTube 

at https://youtu.be/aDCXRgGV_xo
Or type in “Baxter Black’s His Father’s 

Son”

Baxter Black, former large animal vet-
erinarian and irregular commentator on Na-
tional Public Radio, is America’s best-selling 
cowboy poet. He is a frequent performer at 
national stock shows and rodeos as well as 
in many smaller local events. He is author 
of several books, including Cactus Tracks, 
Croutons on a Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna 
Get Lucky? and Dunny and the Duck. Baxter 
Black can be contacted via e-mail at: vikki@
baxterblack.com

COLORADO – Governor Polis 
and Alamosa County public health 
department are recommending 
covering one’s nose and mouth 
when leaving the home for essen-
tial travel, such as to the grocery 
store, doctor or pharmacy. Safely 
cover your face with a bandanna or 
homemade cotton face covering, 
reserving hospital-grade masks 
for health care workers and those 
who are sick. 

Studies indicate that there is no 
reason to not use a face covering 
as a precaution and that wearing 
something over your nose and 
mouth can provide an additional 
layer of protection when you go 
out. Many people aren’t aware 
that they can spread COVID-19 
when they do not have symptoms 
or have even mild symptoms. The 

spread of COVID-19 primarily 
occurs through the spread of air-
borne droplets from the infected 
individual, which fabrics can help 
filter. A face covering lessens the 
risk for a healthy individual to 
breathe in droplets as well as less-
ens the spread from those who may 
not realize that they are sick. When 
face coverings are combined with 
frequent handwashing, they may 
help reduce the transmissions of 
COVID-19. 

Wearing face coverings also 
sends a strong message to oth-
ers that we are not living in 
normal times and that we all 
need to change our behaviors 
to help stop the spread. Also, 
face coverings are a good way 
to remember to not touch your 

SBA, Treasury begin unprecedented mobilization 
effort to distribute small business funds

by Sba regional 

adminiSTraTor dan 

nordberg

COLORADO —  Following Presi-
dent Trump’s signing of the historic 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, SBA Admin-
istrator Jovita Carranza and Treasury 
Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin today 
announced that the SBA and Treasury 
Department have initiated a robust 
mobilization effort of banks and other 
lending institutions to provide small 
businesses with the capital they need.

The CARES Act establishes a new 
$349 billion Paycheck Protection 
Program. The Program will provide 
much-needed relief to millions of 
small businesses so they can sustain 
their businesses and keep their work-
ers employed. “This unprecedented 
public-private partnership is going to 
assist small businesses with accessing 
capital quickly. Our goal is to position 
lenders as the single point-of-contact 
for small businesses – the application, 
loan processing, and disbursement of 
funds will all be administered at the 
community level,” said Administra-
tor Carranza. “Speed is the operative 
word; applications for the emergency 
capital can begin as early as this week, 
with lenders using their own systems 
and processes to make these loans. We 
remain committed to supporting our 
nation’s more than 30 million small 
businesses and their employees, so that 
they can continue to be the fuel for our 
nation’s economic engine.”

“This legislation provides small 
business job retention loans to provide 
eight weeks of payroll and certain over-
head to keep workers employed,” said 
Secretary Mnuchin. “Treasury and the 
Small Business Administration expect 
to have this program up and running 
by April 3 so that businesses can go to 
a participating SBA 7(a) lender, bank 
or credit union, apply for a loan, and 

be approved on the same day.  The 
loans will be forgiven as long as the 
funds are used to keep employees on 
the payroll and for certain other ex-
penses.” The new loan program will 
help small businesses with their payroll 
and other business operating expenses. 
It will provide critical capital to busi-
nesses without collateral requirements, 
personal guarantees or SBA fees – all 
with a 100% guarantee from SBA. All 
loan payments will be deferred for six 
months. Most importantly, the SBA 
will forgive the portion of the loan 
proceeds that are used to cover the 
first eight weeks of payroll costs, rent, 
utilities and mortgage interest.

“The devastating impact of coro-
navirus (COVID-19) has tested the 
will of millions of small businesses 
throughout Colorado and the nation, 
but help is on the way” said SBA Re-
gional Administrator Dan Nordberg. “ 
By joining forces, and leveraging the 
power of private industry, the Paycheck 
Protection Act will provide businesses 
with the capital and certainty they need 
to retain their employees and continue 
serving our communities.  I am deeply 

proud of SBA’s quick implementa-
tion of this critical program and look 
forward to working with our lending 
partners to provide the assistance 
necessary to support small business”

 
The Paycheck Protection Program 

is specifically designed to help small 
businesses keep their workforce em-
ployed. Visit SBA.gov/Coronavirus 
for more information on the Paycheck 
Protection Program.

 
• The new loan program will be 

available retroactive from Feb. 15, 
2020, so employers can rehire their 
recently laid-off employees through 
June 30, 2020.

 
Loan Terms & Conditions
• Eligible businesses: All businesses, 

including nonprofits, Veterans or-
ganizations, Tribal concerns, sole 
proprietorships, self-employed in-
dividuals and independent contrac-
tors, with 500 or fewer employees, 
or no greater than the number of 
employees set by the SBA as the 

Mask your face for 
everyone’s health

Please see FUNDS on Page 2
Please see MASK on Page 2
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by Joe paCheCo

size standard for certain industries
• Maximum loan amount up to $10 

million
• Loan forgiveness if proceeds used for 

payroll costs and other designated 
business operating expenses in the 
eight weeks following the date of 
loan origination (due to likely high 
subscription, it is anticipated that 
not more than 25% of the forgiven 
amount may be for non-payroll 
costs)

• All loans under this program will have 
the following identical features:

o Interest rate of 0.5%

o Maturity of two years
o First payment deferred for 
six months
o 100% guarantee by SBA
o No collateral
o No personal guarantees
o No borrower or lender fees 
payable to SBA

SBA’s announcement comes on the 
heels of a series of steps taken by the 
Agency since the President’s Emer-
gency Declaration to expeditiously 
provide capital to financially distressed 
businesses affected by the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. 

FUNDS Continued from Page 1

face and will make you conscious 
of trying to touch your nose and 
mouth. 

Alamosa County Public Health 
continues to stress staying home un-
less essential and reminds everyone 
that when going out, you must stay 
at least 6 feet away from others at 
all times. 

How to safely adhere a face 
covering: 

Tie long hair back. 
Wash your hands. 
Secure the face covering over your 

nose and mouth. 
DO NOT TOUCH YOUR FACE 

OR FACE COVERING. 
Leave the covering on until you 

can safely remove it. 

Remove your face covering im-
mediately if it becomes wet or if you 
feel you have come into contact with 
someone who is sick. 

How to safely remove a face 
covering: 

Wash your hands. 
Grab the face covering by the area 

around your ears. 
Take the covering off, keeping the 

outside of it well away from your 
face, and place directly into the wash-
ing machine. 

Wash your hands with soap and 
warm water for at least 20 seconds. 

For the most up-to-date informa-
tion, go to SLVEmergency.org/slv-
covid-19

MASK Continued from Page 1

SAN LUIS VALLEY - This is the 
time of year your Rio Grande National 
Forest land managers, myself and 
surrounding ranger district offices, 
close roads with locked gates display-
ing the big and imposing, black and 
white “Road Closed” signs securely 
attached to them. I understand that 
for many people this can really be an 
inconvenience.

I take great pride in enjoying, pro-
tecting and maintaining our great infra-
structure. I have lived in this forest for 
many years and have had the privilege 
to enjoy and manage all these awesome 
features and valuable resources on our 
public lands. The question we all ask is, 
“surely, I should be able to go up that 
road, right?” I know what I am doing. I 
mean, don’t we always want to be able 
to go wherever we want? Of course, 
we do, but we also need to understand 
the whole situation at times like this.

Yes, the road may look dry right 
where the closure gate is, but the road 
doesn’t just stop there either. We must 
consider the entire length of road and 
all the connecting side roads, before we 
open a gate for access. Many roads pass 
through north aspects that may experi-
ence prolonged muddy areas in places 
where the rutting will be difficult to 
repair or access.

These closures should never be inter-
preted as “the government closing me 
out just because they can.” That’s not 
even remotely the case. The issue isn’t 
just about no-access at this moment, 

Spring road closures explained

the closures are about the long-term 
sustainable access to the resource that 
so many of us love and count on for 
clean water and abundant recreational 
opportunities.

Short term closures of soft roadbeds 
allow the roads to endure the spring 
thaw without tires creating ruts that will 
collect or channel water and encour-
age pooling on the roadbed or higher 
velocity run off. This faster runoff has 
the potential to increase sedimentation 
that can reach waterways and have 
detrimental effects on microorganisms. 
Drastic changes to microorganisms can 
then lead to negative effects on the fish 
and wildlife that thrive in the habitat 
these waters provide.

Another cursory benefit of the spring 
closures is to the deer and elk popula-
tions. Fawns and calves are born in 
some of the first areas to experience 
snow melt and without the pressure 
of traffic on forest roads, these young 
animals may get just a little more time 
to bond with their mothers before hav-
ing to leave their birth areas. This part 
of the discussion always reminds me 
of the well-known quote from famed 
naturalist John Muir, “When we try 
to pick out anything by itself, we find 

it hitched to everything else in the 
Universe.”

While this holistic approach to man-
aging our roads is important, another 
very practical reason for the closures 
exists. When vehicles create ruts, dig 
holes, slide off and get stuck and then 
request even more vehicles to do the 
same to get them unstuck, the roads 
can get severely damaged and cost 
thousands of dollars of unbudgeted 
funds to repair them. Some roads are 
only maintained every seven years or 
so. If severe damage occurs within 

the first year of that cycle, what op-
tions does the forest have? You’re 
right, it could be that it is a long-term 
temporary closure. Or, heaven forbid, 
a permanent closure.

These are not options that I want to 
see. I like to spend summers out bop-
ping around on forest roads, feeling 
like I’m the first one in this remote 
area. Until I realize that someone had 
to build the road. I want to see those 
roads stay in as good of condition as 
possible, for as long as possible.

Spring closures vary depending 

upon conditions but, generally, are in 
place from mid-March until mid-May. 
This is truly not a long period of time 
folks. Some years the snow might melt 
faster and allow roads to be re-opened 
sooner. This year may be one of those 
years. For now, though, I’ll go to those 
places that I can access, and enjoy my 
forest by foot. And very much love it.

Joe Pacheco is a San Luis Valley 
native and has been the Forest Roads 
Manager on the Rio Grande National 
Forest since 2008.

Adams State summer registration begins April 13
ALAMOSA– Summer registration 

for undergraduate courses at Adams 
State University will open on Mon-
day, April 13, 2020. Registration has 
begun for graduate students seeking a 
master’s degree or Ph.D. 

Summer session dates are:
First six-week Adams State Online 

session from May 11 until June 21
Second six-week Adams State On-

line session from June 22 until July 31
12-week Adams State Online ses-

sion from May 11 until July 31
Eight-week Adams State Online 

session from May 25 until July 17
Three-week On-campus session 

from June 29 until July 17
On-campus 1 credit workshops 

throughout July
Adams State is working hard to 

ensure students have the ability to 
continue their education and main-
tain access to courses throughout the 
summer 2020 term. The COVID-19 
pandemic has necessitated some 
changes to the summer schedule. 
All on-campus classes originally 
scheduled for May and June sessions 
have been switched to online classes. 

Adams State is planning a three-week 
summer on-campus session from June 
29 to July 17 should the COVID-19 
public health concerns subside. 

Financial aid is available for un-
dergraduate and graduate students 
enrolled in a degree program. In order 
to be considered for financial aid, 
students must be enrolled at least half-
time in any combination of Summer 
Sessions (6 credit hours for under-

graduate students and 3 credit hours 
for graduate students). Graduated 
high school seniors can be eligible 
for summer financial aid. Out-of-state 
students pay in-state tuition for sum-
mer courses. To apply for financial 
aid or for more information, please 
visit adams.edu/financial-aid/summer.

Online classes will be charged 
Adams State Online tuition and fee 
rates. Classes in the July session, 

if held, will be charged on-campus 
tuition and fees.

Summer registration for undergradu-
ate students will open Monday, April 
13, 2020. Students are encouraged to 
connect with their advisor before that, to 
discuss options. Please check the class 
schedule for current options, noting that 
some adjustments are still underway. 
Advisors will have up-to-date informa-
tion for their academic department.
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REAL ESTATE

Kazie Hayes, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
22 Jackson St. • South Fork

www.legendspremierproperties.com

SUPER MULTI LEVEL HOME with lots of custom touch-
es and stunning views. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (with sauna) 
an office, separate dining room, living room and great room. 
Kitchen boasts custom cabinets made by local artist/owner. 
Beautifully maintained lawns and gardens adorn separate 
outdoor living spaces. 3 car oversized attached garage holds 
everything- but there is a shed as well! Placed up on the hill, 
there is a feeling of “out of town” but all town amenities are 
easily accessible. This is a must see! $359,000 Call Kazie 
Hayes, MLS #765156

PRICE REDUCED!

970-444-1298

970-444-1298

New Year- New Smile! 
Beautiful Permanent Teeth:

No More Dentures!  

“Over the years I have needed to have a lot of dental work 
to fix my teeth but nothing ever corrected my problems or 
seemed to last. I kept losing teeth to the point where I had 
to pick a single  tooth to chew with until it gave out. Now I 
can eat things I haven’t in many years and no more tooth 
loss worries. All of you guys made this a great experience 
start to finish. Thank you, Dr.Thornell!”

~Bernie B.

Offer Expires April 30, 2020

Credit Cards
Accepted

Teeth In A Day
• Get back your confidence 

• Be more social

• Enjoy food again

• No more tooth problems

• Be more active and healthier

• Love life again

Look New Listing! Enjoy golf course 
living at its finest! This stunning 2098 sf, 
3 bd, 2.5 ba home features amazing log 
accents in and out. Located right on the #9 
fairway of the award-winning Rio Grande 
Club and Resort, take in the breath-taking 
views in all directions. The home has a 
luxurious main-floor master suite with 
large windows to take in the views, walk-
in closet, whirlpool bath, dual sinks with 
granite counter tops, and separate no-door 
shower with beautiful tile work. The soar-
ing great room has vaulted ceilings, rock 
propane fireplace, dining area, and wood 
floors. The kitchen features high-end Jenn 
Air stainless appliances, propane stove, 
granite counter tops, and custom Knotty 
Alder cabinetry. Upstairs there is an open 
loft for office/sitting/work-out space, 2 
guest bedrooms and a full bath. Outdoor 
entertainment will be a top priority on the 
large stone patio, overlooking the fairway 
and mountains. Home is fully furnished 
with beautiful decor and those furnishings 
are negotiable. In addition if interested in 
the Rio Grande Club membership..you 
would be able to join the club Without pay-
ing any initiation fee. However, whichever 
level you would choose, you would have to 
pay the monthly dues. All of this and just 25 
minutes to skiing, walk to golf, walk to the 
legendary Rio Grande River and so much 
more! Short-term rentals are permitted 
per the covenants. This is a MUST-SEE! 
Call Bernadette Gingrass 719-850-1993 
and schedule your showing today! Price 
$379,000 MLS# 767109

***SOLD*** - Beautiful Home on The 
Range! Pion Hill Estates where the Mule 
Deer and the Rocky Mountain Elk play! 
This 2,457 sq. ft. meticulous, comfortable 
well-maintained log home is located on 40 
acres with reach out and touch mountain 
views and moments from the Rio Grande 
National Forest. Wild Life is abundant; 
Elk, Mule Deer, Turkey, Fox, Bald Eagles 
and more. Located in beautiful quiet Pinon 
Hills Estates tucked away from traffic 
and people and still easy driving to South 
Fork or Del Norte. Open great room liv-
ing room, kitchen and dining room with 
accent logs and floor to ceiling windows 
and wood burning stove. Custom built log 
staircase. The upstairs is a Master Suite 
with two large walk-in closets, master bath 
with Jacuzzi tub looking out at the moun-
tains views with floor to ceiling windows. 
a separate tiled shower and double sinks. 
Upstairs also has a sitting room /office 
area. Main floor has a bedroom, full bath 
and laundry room with Alder cabinets and 
large pantry with sliding shelves. Beautiful 
newly built sun room on south side of the 
home is spacious and bright. Ground level 
floor has a bedroom with ¼ bath. Adjoin-
ing room is a great relaxing den or game 
room providing space for reading, games, 
watching television or crafts. Attached ce-
ment floor two car garage large enough for 
storage, 4 wheelers, fishing gear, tools and 
more. Beautiful home with landscaping 

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
Cell 719-850-1993 • Office 719-873-1700
Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate

30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

www.steffenscorealty.com

Thinking of 
Selling your 

Home?
If so, I can help!

Call for your free “Broker 
Price Opinion” from 
Bernadette Gingrass, 

Broker Associate

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

From “For Sale” 
to “Sold”

Call 719-850-1993

and two huge decks two levels-one open 
wood deck and one covered stained con-
crete. All the space you need for friends 
and family and outdoor entertaining. All 
the stairways to the home and outdoor 
entertainment areas have wide steps, rock 
walls and lighting. This home has floor 
to ceiling window and wonderful views 
in every direction all electric home has 
three heat sources, baseboard board heat, 3 
Energy Thermal Systems and wood burn-
ing stove. Two fifty gallon-water heaters 
so you will never run out of hot water. 
Domestic well, cistern and septic system. 
This home has a large metal barn with 
dirt and concrete floor with feed and tack 
room and plenty of space for your horses. 
Access year round to hiking and riding 
trails. Enjoy the great outdoors with fish-
ing, golfing, hiking, four wheeling, skiing, 
hunting and so much more. $470,000 Call 
Bernadette and schedule your personal 
showing today!***SOLD***

*** SOLD*** 35 Deeded Acres! This 
property is located 12 miles east of South 
Fork on County Road #15, which offers 
year-round access. Del Norte is 11 miles 
away and offers a full service hospital and 
medical care facility. Wolf Creek Ski Area 
is 30 minutes away, Creede is 30 minutes, 
Alamosa is 45 minutes and offers full 
service air flights twice a day. Durango is 
2 hours, Pagosa is 1 hour. This property 
overlooks the San Juan Mountain Range 
with all it’s splendor and panoramic views. 
35 Deeded Acres m/l 1,116 sq. ft. building, 
which is 50 % living quarters and the other 
half is a horse barn and animal shelter. 
There is a small outside building with 
windows that can be utilized as an extra 
bedroom or converted into a tiny home. 
Plus a shop/hay shed/storage canvas cov-
ered frame structure goes with the property. 
The property is fenced and cross fenced. 
The hay storage area has a high wildlife 
fence. Equipment that stays with the prop-
erty is as follows: International Tractor, Hay 
Rake, New Holland Bail Hauling Wagon, 
Old Swatter, English Harrow, and enclosed 
storage unit. Aluminum irrigation pipe. Ap-
proximately 24.67 acres are irrigated, and 
10.33 acres are average meadow. Water 
Rights: Permit #231534 for 15 GPM. 8 
Shares of the Meadow Glen Ditch Being 
5 CFS in priority #1903-57C, 232, 348, 
and 1903-21. Call Bernadette Gingrass 
719-850-1993 ***SOLD***

LOOK! Reduced Price $295,500 Perfect 
Home or Vacation Rental Opportunity, 
2,231 sq. ft. of endless possibilities. This 
beautiful home has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
kitchen with mud room, dining room and 
living room with propane heat and wood 
burning stove. Enjoy the large private 
fenced backyard with green house, patio 
area, gardens, wood storage carport and 
your very own workshop. This is a once in 
a lifetime opportunity to have your home 
and business all in one spectacular resort 
location. Walk out your front door to a 
wonderful 574 sq. ft. business on scenic 

byway, Hwy 149. Your dreams are com-
ing true. Come live, work and play here 
in South Fork, CO. This won›t last long. 
Call Bernadette Gingrass 719-850-1993 
and schedule your showing today! MLS 
# 755964

UPDATE! Terms Available! Adorable 
park model located on two beautiful land-
scape lots number 38 and features lot 37 
in River›s Edge RV Resort. This home has 
a front entrance, side entrance and back 
entrance with deck. Beautifully landscaped 
with patio and two sheds with electric. This 
home has 1 bedroom and two bathrooms 
and comes complete with all the furniture, 
appliances and inside washer and dryer. 
The Colorado room with propane burning 
stove is finished allows lots of sunshine and 
adds to living area. River Edge RV Resort 
is beautifully located on the Rio Grande 
River allowing property owners private 
access to the river and plenty of outdoor 
activities and community events including 
outdoor activities as fishing events and 4 
wheeling outings along with community 
potlucks. Moments from the Rio Grande 
River, Rio Grande Golf Club, 30 minutes 
from Wolf Creek Ski Area. Come live, fish, 
hike, golf, ski and play. This is your perfect 
weekend retreat, mountain get-a-way or 
second home. Call Bernadette Gingrass 
719-850-1993 and schedule your showing 
today! $159,900 MLS # 750041

***SOLD*** $325,000 Enchanting 
Mountain Home! You can see the forest 
beyond the trees - It›s right there in your 
own back yard. Beautiful 1,750 sq. ft. home 
back›s up to the mountain side. 3 bedrooms 
two baths with Master bedroom upstairs 
and loft office area. Cathedral ceiling 
with open dinning / living area with wood 
burning stove and rock hearth and propane 
furnace to keep you warm on cool winter 
evenings. Beautiful large windows to enjoy 
the mountain views and the mule deer and 
wild turkeys that visit daily. Kitchen in-
cludes all appliances and laundry area with 
washer and dryer. Wonderful front deck to 
enjoy your morning coffee on with addi-
tional covered side porch area and detached 
storage shed to store grills, garden tools and 

more. This enchanting home has a large 
896 sq. ft. cement floor 3 car garage and 
plumbed for water with side storage area. 
Plenty of storage for 6 cords of firewood 
or more. Garage has wood burning stove 
and wonderful workbench and box trust 
with pull down currently leading to bright 
roomy artist studio! Home comes partially 
furnished. This is your dream place or per-
fect get-a-way in enchanting Ponderosa 
Valley Estates with no HOA complete with 
its own private well and town sewer system 
on paved roads. Moments from hiking, gold 
medal fishing, rafting, hunting and skiing. 
Bring your passion for Adventure and Call 
Bernadette Gingrass 719-850-1993 and 
schedule your private showing today! 
MLS#756372 ***SOLD***

New Listing - Affordable, charming one 
bedroom, one full bath park model with 
enclosed sun room for extra living space. 
Located in River’s Edge Mountain View 
RV Resort. All furniture and furnishings 
included. Nice kitchen all kitchen appli-
ances including conventional oven and 
microwave, dishes and pots and pans. 
Includes washer and dryer in large storage 
shed w freezer and workbench area. This 

home is your perfect weekend get-a-way or 
vacation home in this 55+ neighborhood. 
Planned activities such as fishing, hiking, 
4 wheeling and fun community potlucks. 
Moments from the Rio Grande River, 20 
minutes to Wolf Creek Ski Area. All you 
need is your tooth brush! Adventure is 
waiting for you right out your front door. 
Priced to sell $89,000. Won’t last! Call 
Bernadette Gingrass 719-850-1993 and 
schedule your showing today! MLS# 
760432 

New Listing! Affordable Charming Log 
Home! Call and schedule your showing 
today! 4 bedroom 2 bath home located in 
South Fork Small Tracks. Priced to sell 
$223,900 Call and schedule your showing 
today! Call Bernadette Gingrass 719-
850-1993 and Schedule your showing 
today! MLS #758665

Steffens & Co. 
Realty, Inc.

Steffens & Co. 
Realty, Inc.

Steffens & Co. 
Realty, Inc.

Steffens & Co. 
Realty, Inc.

Steffens & Co. 
Realty, Inc.

Offering curbside delivery 
for pick-up orders! We accept 
orders by phone and through 

our easy online ordering at 
www.mountainpizzataproom.com! 

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Rated 5 Stars

“Fresh ingredients 
and one of the 
best pizzas I’ve 

ever had!”
-Kisha B., Google 

25% off all orders through April 30!
Thank You, South Fork!
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment 
Options

We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items must
 be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Write your own Classified Ad

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday 5 p.m.
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$1950 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads: Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less • Any Item or Animal being 

given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Words: ____________ Times: _____________ Price: ______________

Class: _____________ Start Date: ____________
Circle One

Card#: ____________________________

Expiration Date: ____________________

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLERS: 5 miles 
west of Del Norte on US 160 at Elk 
Ranch. 719-657-0942. (04/22 TFN) 

07 Help Wanted
Rio Grande Savings & Loan is 
seeking a Mortgage and Con-
sumer Loan Officer to join our 
team in the Monte Vista office.  
The Loan Officer is responsible for 
promotion of RGSLA products and 
services, including, but not limited 
to home purchase loans, home 
refinances, consumer loans, and 
home construction loans. Quali-
fied candidates will have excellent 
written and verbal communication 
skills, superior customer service 
skills, and the ability to work inde-
pendently, as well as cooperatively 
in a team environment. Prior lend-
ing experience or other applicable 
experience is preferred, but not 
required.  Salary commensurate 
with experience.  RGSLA also 
offers a rich benefit program in-
cluding a 401k match and a family 
health insurance plan, along with a 
stable and enriching work environ-
ment. For additional information 
please contact Denise Heersink 
@ 719-852-7048 or deniseh@
rgsla.com.  Applications available 
at www.rgsla.com/contact and can 
be submitted to kater@rgsla.com - 
deadline is April 15, 2020(4/15)

Experienced/licensed nurse prac-
titioner or physician assistant for 
busy outpatient pain clinic. Full or 
part time considered; compensation 
based on experience. Good benefits. 
Typical work schedule, Mon-Fri 
(off major holidays).  Please send 
letter of interest and CV to peter.
edis@hrrmc.net or contact Peter 
directly at 719-530-2212 for more 
information. (04/17)

WANTED: Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is looking to 
hire a Shop Foreman. SPECIAL 
REQUIREMENTS:  Applicants 
must possess a current Class-A 
CDL license with heavy semi-
truck endorsement and a current 
medical certificate. Applicants 
should have a high school diploma 
or GED equivalent, along with 
extensive knowledge of vehicles, 
equipment and mechanical main-
tenance procedures.  Prospective 
employees applying with Saguache 
County will be required to submit 
and pass a pre-employment drug 
screening and criminal background 
check.  Shop Foreman is a full-
time salaried position – qualified 
candidates will be able to perform 
a variety of skilled and semi-
skilled duties associated with the 
supervision of assigned road crew 
which include installing, repairing 
and maintaining Saguache County 
Road and Bridge’s property within 
the Right-Of-Way.  This position 
is expected to work during road 
emergencies so you should be 
available to work nights, week-
ends and holidays when needed. 
Applications and a complete job 
description are available at the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
Office  305 3rd Street, PO Box 476, 
Saguache, CO  81149 – 719-655-
2554 or on the Saguache County 
website – www.saguachecounty.
net under the Road and Bridge 
Department tab.  Please fill out 
and submit both applications:  The 
Saguache County Application and 
the Drivers-Application.  Com-
pleted applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-

co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until a qualified candidate is hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (4/16)

The Upper Rio Grande (previ-
ously Del Norte) School District 
is seeking applications for a Jr/

Sr High School Principal for the 
2020/2021 school year.  Applicants 
must hold a current Colorado Prin-
cipal license.  Previous experience 
as a Principal or Asst. Principal is 
preferred.  Applications may be 
obtained online at www.dncsd.
org.  Please submit your applica-

tion, resume, and cover letter to: 
Chris Burr, Superintendent, cburr@
urtigers.co, 719-657-4040.

10 Apartments for Rent
Del Norte furnished one bedroom/
one bath. Very nice, adults only, 
non-smokers, no pets. Utilities and 
dish included. $650/month, $650 
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Valley Wide Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Easter Services
Church services 
schedules

Calvary Baptist Church 
2160 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista • (719) 852-5090

Drive-Through Communion Service 
Good Friday, April 10, 3-6 p.m.

Calvary Baptist Church

Easter Sunday Services
at the Drive-In 

10 a.m., Sunday April 12

Movie Manor Drive-In
2830 W. Hwy 160 • Monte Vista 

Broadcast at 95.3 KYDN

Easter morning 
service: Drive-up 
church gathering. 

Enjoy the service from the 
comfort of your vehicle! 

Sunday, April 12, 10 a.m. 
West parking lot at Rio Grande Hospital 

310 County Road 14 • Del Norte 
Join us to pray for the current health crisis and pray for 

our Health Care Workers on the front lines

www.churchatgateway.com
Facebook: Gateway Church of Del Norte Co

YouTube: Gateway Church of Del Norte Colorado

Join us every Sunday online through April 30th

975 Grand Ave • Del Norte  • (719)657-3681

Gateway Church
Easter Service

Available Online, 
Easter Sunday, April 12

Good Friday Services, April 10
6 p.m. on Zoom-www.gettogetheronline.org

We will be joining the Monte Vista Ministerial Associa-
tion’s Drive-In Easter Services

10 a.m., April 12 at the Movie Manor Drive-in 
2830 W. Hwy • Monte Vista 

Broadcast on 95.3FM KYDN

Monte Vista
United Methodist

Church

215 Washington Street  • (719) 852-2853 
www.montevistaumc.org

We are doing Zoom worship service on Sundays at 8:30 am - about a 30-35 
minute service followed by children’s moments with an activity to do at 
home - about 10-15 minutes.  Zoom link is www.GetTogetherOnline.org

Wednesdays between 1-1:30 pm on Center United Methodist Church 
Facebook live - the Story Behind Our Songs. 

Good Friday Tenebrae Zoom service 6 pm (same zoom link) 

Drive In Sunrise Easter service at 7 am at Center United Methodist 
Church Broadcast at KYDN 95.3

Regular Easter Zoom service 8:30 am

Center United Methodist Church
Website- www.umcofcenter.com • Facebook - Center United Methodist Church

deposit. 2 bedroom unfurnished, 
same as above. $750/month, $750 
deposit. (719)850-2738.(04/22) 

12 House for Rent
Sweet remodeled 2 bedroom/1 
bath home on corner lot in Del 
Norte near hiking/biking trail 
head, $750/month.  No Pets and 
credit qualified.  Call 719-850-
0750. (04/22)

17 Real Estate For Sale
Saguache County; Ranch; 88.25 
acres in two parcels, fenced and 
cross fenced. 3 artesian adjudicated 
wells. 1,624 sq ft. modular, hot tub 
room, 600 sq ft attached carport. 
New insulated shop with concrete 
floor. Heated hobby building and 
study building. New tractor shed. 
Two sets of corrals. $595,000. 
(719)256-4789 evenings (04/22)
PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59 
acres with center pivot, new 
60X120 steel shop, 2 ½ shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 2000 GPM 
well, 2 miles from Center.  Priced 
to Sell, Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-
0770. (04/22)

11 circles in Center area with 
excellent potato ground, excel-
lent wells and water rights, high 
production, sandy soil, 2 homes, 
shop, potato storage, first time 
ever on market and sold as full 
unite.  Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, LLC 719-580-
0770. Serious inquires only (04/08)
125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 
acres with top water rights, pro-
duction, 1.2 miles of Rio Grande 
River and ½ mile of Conejos 
River.  $1,750,000.  Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc 
719-580-0770 (04/08)
Pasture Land, 397 acres in north 
of Monte Vista Airport on County 
Line Road with good grass and 
location.  Also contains a huge 
amount of  gravel on the property  
$525,000.00  call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (04/08)
240 deeded acres in irrigated 
grass west of Monte Vista with 6 
shares Lariat ditch. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 
719-873-1700. (04/15 TFN)

Saguache County; Ranch; 88.25 
acres in two parcels, fenced and 
cross fenced. 3 artesian adjudicated 
wells. 1,624 sq. ft. modular, hot tub 
room, 600 sq. ft attached carport. 
New insulated shop with concrete 
floor. Heated hobby building and 
study building. New tractor shed. 
Two sets of corrals. $595,000. 
(719)256-4789 evenings (04/22)

19 Farm & Farmland
SPRINKLER QUARTER OR-
GANIC, Carmel District, deep 
well, Monte-Vista canal shares. 

Call 719-395-4910 for purchase/
lease.(04/08)
MOSCA 111 acres ag land. 69 
under circle, well tested 8/2/19 
576GPM Brand new electric 
service instal 2019. $550,000. 
Costilla Ditch 1/2 share  719-256-
5439 (04/08)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (04/30 TFN)

36 Miscellaneous 
Sun-Mar XLNE compost toilet, 
like new condition, $1,200. Iron 
Master IM 400 self-spotting 
gym  plus  many at tachments , 
$1,200. (719)580-1123 (05/13) 
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (04/22 TFN)
SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 

AND SMALLER. We Stock In-
verters, Charge Controllers, and 
Batteries In Brand Names of Out-
back, Magnum, Rolls, More. We 
Also Carry Cable and PV Wire. 
Thank you for Buying at Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 
3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 
(TFN) (04/15)

38 Machinery, Tools, and 

Equipment
Ramsey 12 Volt Pro 8000R Series 
#817508 wench 95 FT 5/16 Cable, 
remote switch, roller fairlead. 852-
2285.(TFN-E)

39 Sporting Goods 
Cannondale Mountain Bike – 
Cannondale Rush 29 1 Mountain 
Bike.  Like new.  Black, ridden less 
than 50 miles.  23” large frame. 
$1,125. 208-309-2122 (TFN) 

42 Feed & Seed
Monida Oats $15 per hundred, 
cleaned,  from cert if ied seed. 
(719)580-2509 (04/29) 
ALFALFA-GRASS HORSE 
HAY: Green,+/-175 RFV, 3x3x8 
bales, ~800#, $190/ton or $77 per bale, 
outside stacks, 719-657-0942.(TFN)

Seed oats $19.75 per 100lb. Al-
falfa Seed $3.29 per lb. Call 570-
395-0184 or Stop in at High Val-
ley Feed Mill North of Antonito 
on Hwy 285. (04/08) 

FOR SALE: Grass/Alfalfa Hay 
- Small Bales - $6.50/Bale - Call: 
7198501062. (04/22)

Premium alfalfa and alfalfa/
grass, small bales, in shed $7 
(719)580-2509. (04/29)
Seed Oats $19.75 Per 100lb, 
Alfalfa Seed $3.29 Per/lb Call 
570-395-0184 or Stop in at High 
Valley Feed Mill North of Antonito 
on Hwy 285.(04/15)

43 Farm Products
L o c a l l y - G r o w n  L a m b  f o r 
sale:  half or whole available. 
all-natural, no antibiotics. Call 
(719)480-9958 (04/22)

48 Pets & Supplies
For Sale: Beagle/Cross Puppies 
very cute $50.00 each. 719-849-
5252. (04/15)

50 Livestock 
For Sale Feeder Pigs: Approx 50 
lbs. Non-GMO, raised outside, no 
shots. (719)849-5252 (4/22)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS: We 
pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 
(TFN5-20)

61 4x4
2001 GMC Jimmy 4x4: 162,300 
miles, body in rough shape, good 
parts car. $1,000 OBO (719)850-
3883 (04/15)
65 Professional Services

Floodproof your yard! Retaining 
walls, driveway gravel, patching 
and much more! Reasonable rates. 
(719)850-2027 (04/29)
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rate. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(04/22 TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. (07/01/2020 
TFN)
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SAN LUIS VALLEY— Ciello 
would like to remind San Luis Val-
ley residents of the two public 
Wi-Fi hotspots available in Monte 
Vista and La Jara. The hotspots can 
be of huge significance at this time 
to help people stay connected to 
work and school during disruptions 
caused by the coronavirus pandem-
ic. “This pandemic has affected our 
daily lives in dramatic ways, and 
that disruption could continue for 
some time,” says Monroe Johnson, 
Ciello’s chief technology officer. 
“There are people in our area who 
do not have internet access or their 
connection is not sufficient for their 
current needs. These Wi-Fi hotspots 
will help fill those gaps and provide 
a reliable connection to those who 
need it.”

 
Public Wi-Fi hotspots are lo-

cated at:

Monte Vista’s Chapman Park, 
password: ciellowifi

La Jara Town Park, password: 
ciellowifi2

Due to the social distancing 
guidelines recommended by the 
CDC, Ciello encourages users to 
remain in their cars to limit ex-
posure to themselves and others. 
“We also recommend that priority 
be given to students needing to 
participate in online classes and 
to those who need to work if they 
cannot be in their office,” says 
Johnson.

“Ciello is honored to be part of 
the San Luis Valley community; 
we are always looking for oppor-
tunities to serve our neighbors,” 
Johnson says. “The current health 
crisis has disrupted everyone’s 
lives, but it is our hope that these 
Wi-Fi hotspots will help ease the 
burden a little.”

Ciello offers public Wi-Fi hotspots

COLORADO -  Learning that 
a family member or roommate has 
symptoms or even a positive test 
result for the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) can feel concerning. 
Centura wants to help ease any 
discomfort for those caring for 
someone at home, by sharing some 
guidelines to help protect all those 
in your home. 

“By focusing on preventing the 
spread of germs, we can help stop 
the spread of COVID-19,” explains 
Dr. Andrew French, Chief Medical 
Officer for Centura- St. Anthony 
North Health Campus. “If you find 
yourself in the role of a caregiver 
to someone who is sick with COV-

Caring for your loved one at home with COVID-19
ID-19 or any infectious illness, there 
are some precautions you can take 
to protect the rest of your household 
members while comforting the one 
who is presently sick.”

The Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) encourages those caring for a 
person in home isolation to practice 
the following:

Have the person stay in one room, 
away from other people, including 
yourself, as much as possible.

If possible, have them use a sepa-
rate bathroom.

Avoid sharing personal household 
items, like dishes, towels, and bed-
ding. 

If facemasks are available, have 

the person wear a facemask when 
they are around people, including 
you.

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after interacting with the 
sick person. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth.

Every day, clean all surfaces that 
are touched often, like counters, 
tabletops and doorknobs.

Wash laundry thoroughly.
Avoid having any unnecessary 

visitors.

In addition, to help comfort the 
sick member of your home: :

Make sure the sick person drinks 
a lot of fluids to stay hydrated and 
rests at home.

Over-the-counter medicines may 
help with symptoms.

For most people, symptoms last a 
few days and get better after a week.

For any additional questions about 
their care, contact their healthcare 
provider or state or local health 
department.

If your loved one is having trouble 
breathing, seek medical attention. 

Call your doctor or emergency room 
before going in and tell them your 
symptoms. They will tell you what 
to do.

In all cases, follow the guidance 
of your healthcare provider and 
local health department. The 
decision to stop home isolation 
should be made in consultation with 
your healthcare provider. 

Most of all, thank you for helping 
support those who need you while 
also helping stop the spread of CO-
VID-19. At Centura, your health and 
wellness guide everything we do.

QUE?

The Somersville Press

UNIQUE?
Keep an eye on 
the Classifieds.
Every week, browse a fresh 
selection of items for sale 
locally, from classic cars to 
estate jewelry, vintage furniture, 
antiques, collectibles and the 
latest garage sale listings. 

Looking for Something 15 Words or
less for 4 weeks
4 publications

$1950
+ 95¢ each additional word.

Garage Sale Ads:
15 Words or less for 1 week

$12
+ 35¢ each additional word.

Valley Publishing
(719) 852-3531

835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

Find the 
Career 

Opportunity 
you’ve been 
waiting for!



Wednesday, April 8, 2020 — SLV Lifestyles — Page 7

CPW’s Aquatic Nuisance Species inspections underway in 2020

As waters open to boating in 
Colorado, aquatic nuisance 
species (ANS) boat inspec-

tions are underway. Keeping 
Colorado mussel-free depends 

on boaters following posted 
rules, purchasing an ANS 

stamp and undergoing manda-
tory inspections before launch. 

Courtesy photo

ANS boat 
inspections and 

COVID-19
Because of the COVID-19 out-

break, many local and federal 
waters are postponing opening to 
boating and ANS inspections at 
this time. Waters operated by CPW 
are continuing to open and provide 
recreation opportunities as weather 
permits. Boaters are reminded not 
to travel long distances to go boat-
ing or fishing while the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to affect Colo-
rado. Recreate at local reservoirs in 
compliance with the Stay-At-Home 
order from Gov. Jared Polis.   

• Boaters are reminded to stay at 
least 6 feet away from inspection 
station staff at all times. 

• Do not congregate in groups 
larger than 10 individuals and 
practice good social distancing in 
accordance with recommendations 
from the Centers for Disease and 
Prevention and the Colorado depart-
ment of public health and Environ-
ment (CDPHE). Local health orders 
may further limit group size; please 
be aware of local requirements.

• Boaters should wait until the in-
spector calls them up to the station. 

• Boaters should stay in their 
vehicles, set the parking brake, turn 
their vehicles off, and remain in the 
vehicles unless instructed by an 
inspector to get out and assist with 
the inspection. 

• If you have a green seal receipt, 
please keep your window closed and 
show it to the inspector through the 
window glass. CPW reminds every-
one to get a green seal and receipt 
after boating to speed up the next 
inspection.

CPW is diligently working to 
keep state park’s waters open for 
boating so the public can enjoy the 
health benefits associated with be-
ing outside. However, visitors must 
enjoy parks responsibly during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. It’s important 
for everyone to follow the recom-
mendations from CDPHE for easy, 
everyday actions to protect yourself 
and those around you.

Up-to-date information about 
how CPW is responding to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic is available on 
our website. 

Reminder: Get your ANS stamp
An ANS stamp is required before 

boating in Colorado. The stamp 
helps CPW fund ANS inspections, 
monitoring, education, and other 
activities across the state.

Colorado boat owners who oper-
ate motorboats and sailboats on 
lakes and reservoirs must purchase 
a $25 ANS stamp annually. The cost 
of the stamp for out-of-state motor-
boats and sailboats is $50. Boaters 
from out of state can purchase online 
at www.cpwshop.com.

Colorado is one of just a few states 
in the country that doesn’t have an 
infestation of adult mussels in any 
of its waters,” said Elizabeth Brown, 
invasive species program manager 
for CPW. “That’s directly attribut-
able to our mandatory inspection 
and decontamination program that’s 
been in place for over a decade 
now.”

There have been 281 watercraft 
infested with zebra or quagga mus-
sels intercepted in the state since 
the program’s inception. Last year, 
inspectors intercepted 86 infested 
watercraft, a huge increase from 51 

in 2018 and 26 in 2017. 
“CPW is very confident in the 

statewide inspection and decontami-
nation system to protect our waters. 
However, this program relies on the 
compliance of the boating commu-
nity,” said Reid DeWalt, Assistant 
Director for Aquatic, Terrestrial 
and Natural Resources for CPW. 
“Boaters need to know the rules 
and follow them if we are going to 
be effective at keeping zebra and 
quagga mussels out of the nation’s 
headwaters.”

Aquatic nuisance species, such 
as zebra and quagga mussels, 
pose a serious threat to natural 
resources, recreation and the water 
infrastructure of the state. Mus-
sel infestations cause a variety of 
major problems. Because mussels 
consume plankton, they disrupt the 
food web and out-compete sport 
fish and native fish. Mussels clog 
infrastructure, including reservoir 
dams, outlet structures and distri-
bution systems that carry water for 
irrigation, municipal and industrial 
uses. Mussels also infest boats and 
damage engines.

Mussels have caused billions of 
dollars in damage, especially in 
the upper Midwest. Nearby states 
where mussel infestations exist in-
clude Utah, Arizona, Kansas, Texas, 
Nebraska and Oklahoma. Invasive 
mussels could have devastating 
ecological, economic, and recre-
ational impacts if infestations were 
to establish here.

“Keeping Colorado’s waters 
free of invasive species is critical 
to maintaining efficient water de-
livery and infrastructure systems 
and providing high-quality fishing 
and boating opportunities for our 
residents and visitors,” Brown said. 
“The success of the ANS Program 
is due to the dedicated inspection 
and decontamination staff across 
the state. We are grateful to those 
individuals that are working on the 
front lines to provide recreation and 
protect our waters.”

A complete list of Colorado 
inspection sites and hours of opera-
tion, along with information about 
the ANS stamp, can be found on 
CPW’s boating page. Always check 
with your destination reservoir 
before going to verify hours of 
operation.

For more information on preventing 

harmful aquatic nuisance species in 
Colorado, visit www.cpw.state.co.us.
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Amid concerns of coronavirus 
clusters and efforts to stop the spread 
of COVID-19, and based on social 
distancing recommendations from 
medical professionals, schools across 
the country began to close their doors 
and adopt a remote learning model in 
March 2020. One of the largest com-
munities affected was New York City, 
which closed schools across the five 
boroughs. The New York City school 
system is vast, with 1,800 schools ser-
vicing more than one million students. 

School administrators and educators 
quickly scrambled to find a work-
around to meet children’s educational 
needs. Remote learning has been a 
part of many school curriculums for 
some time. While remote learning 
had predominantly been reserved for 
higher learning institutions, in the wake 
of the COVID-19 outbreak, it became 
a necessity for grades K through 12 

How families can confront remote learning
as well. Teachers have had to design 
curriculums and assignments virtually 
on the fly in an attempt to minimize 
disruptions that could adversely affect 
students. 

Remote learning requires the coop-
eration of school staff and also parents 
and guardians. Patience is necessary, 
and parents and educators may need 
to completely transform their daily 
schedules. The following tips can be an 
asset as students continue to navigate 
remote learning. 

• Record class sessions. Teachers can 
consider recording or “going live” with 
class instruction so that students can 
view the video and still have access to 
their teachers. This helps parents who 
may be unfamiliar with explaining the 
curriculum.

• Utilize chat features. Remote edu-
cation software programs likely have 
a chat or “hangout” feature, which 

enables classrooms to keep in touch 
and ask questions in real time.

• Keep a schedule. It’s easy to 
begin to sleep late and fall out of 
routine when not required to go to a 
school building. Families should make 
scheduling a priority, which can help 
students stay on top of lessons and 
complete their assignments on time.

• Ask questions. Everyone is learn-
ing as they go, and further clarification 
may be needed. Students should email 
or chat with teachers if they don’t un-
derstand an assignment or are unsure 
about instructions. Teachers may be 
able to clearly model a math problem 
or explain a concept via video chat for 
students who need help.

• Explore educational options. Many 
companies are offering free educa-
tional services while kids are home 
from school. Scholastic.com is offering 
online courses, Nat Geo for Kids, Fun 

Brain, PBS Kids, and Highlight Kids 
are other  places to turn to for activities.

Remote learning has become the 

new norm as the world continues to 
navigate COVID-19 in an effort to 
keep the public safe.  TF205953

by rebeCCa Copley 
SAN LUIS VALLEY – COVID-19 

has changed normal operations for 
many industries. Almost every business 
is becoming creative and adapting to 
help stop the spread of the virus. The 
restaurant industry has been one of the 
hardest hit financially. Some recent 
surveys report that about 82% of hourly 
employees working in food service are 
experiencing reduced hours or unpaid 
leave. Many restaurants have had to lay 
off their servers and other employees. 

However, in spite of the difficulties, 
many of our local restaurants are still 
doing their best to adapt and continue 
to serve their communities. With new 
restrictions taking place, restaurants 
have been forced to do strictly takeout 
and deliveries only. 

Rhoda Koehn of Sunflour Café in 

Monte Vista has been getting creative 
as they are offering frozen homemade 
casseroles that you can take home and 
heat up for your family while you’re 
stuck at home. They also have delicious 
cinnamon rolls and bread available, and 
much more, including their daily lunch 
specials. “We’re all kind of looking for 
a new normal,” said Koehn sharing that 
one of the hardest things she had to do is 
let go most of her employees, “I’m just 
trying to reduce costs where we can and 
make this work.” 

“My Brother’s Place,” which was 
recently opened in Alamosa just two 
weeks before the restrictions took affect 
is still serving up their delicious pizza, 
sandwiches and more to go. Brothers, 
and co-owners, Joe Lukondi and Andy 
Lukondi, are keeping positive attitudes 
during these hard times even though 

they too have had to lay off employees. 
When asked if there was anything they 
would like the community to know 
Andy Lukondi answered by saying, 
“Just the people that have been coming 
in, and everybody that’s been supporting 
us we want thank them.” 

Locavores is another restaurant in 
Alamosa that has adapted quickly and 
made innovative changes so they could 
continue to provide fast, healthy food to 
their customers. They now offer takeout, 
delivery (within a five-mile radius), and 
have online ordering. They have also 
launched an online grocery service. 
Owner Wendi Seger said she saw the 
need in the community for basic grocery 
items that have been out of stock at local 
groceries and box stores. After approach-
ing the health department, and working 
with her wholesale supplier, she received 

approval and support. Their Fast ‘N 
Fresh Market allows customers to pur-
chase basic groceries and pantry staples 
online then get them through takeout, 
curbside pickup or delivery.

“I just as much as anyone am plagued 
at times with an intense level of fear. 
Sometimes it is so paralyzing that I want 
to just close it down and go home to my 
family. But then I think about all the 
health care workers in our community. 
Many of whom have sat in this very 
dining room laughing and joking with 
friends. I am reminded how courageous 
they are right now. Their courage gives 
me courage, and so I keep going. I think 
now more than any other time, each of 
us needs to dig deep, take inventory 
of what we can do. What skills and 
resources we have and be courageous 
in using them,” said Seger. 

Woody’s Q-Shack teamed up with 
Century Property Management, and 
last week served free meals to truck 
drivers, law enforcement, first respond-
ers, medical workers, grocery workers, 
and anyone else working the front lines 
keeping everything running during the 
pandemic. Nino’s in Monte Vista served 
students free meals March 23 as Monte 
Vista School district’s food services 
didn’t begin until the next day. 

These beautiful acts of kindness and 
community are what we need in these 
times. We are in this together, and let’s 
remind our restaurants that we are here 
for them too. Go get something to-go 
from your favorite local restaurant. Get 
a cup of coffee from your favorite cof-
fee shop. We are in this together, and 
when this ends lets all go out to eat and 
celebrate together!  

Local restaurants get creative
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San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

County Line
Small Engine Repair

719-589-6466 • 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. • La Jara

 FALL IS HERE, WINTER IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER! 

Don’t get stuck while looking for 
firewood, service your chainsaws now! 

Parts, Chains, Sprockets and more!
Services for all brands & models!

Sales, Service and Repairs 
on many major brands!

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Four Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Z TEC Construction
5” - 6” SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS
Pole Buildings • Garages
FREE ESTIMATES

719-992-1396
Leave message

if no answer

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 
2021 Grant Cycle opened April 1

Sangre de Cristo National Heri-
tage Area (SdCNHA) is pleased to 
announce our 2021 grant applica-
tion cycle is now open. 

Grants awarded from SdCNHA 
are intended to encourage local 
cultural and historic heritage pres-
ervation activities, educational 
programs and support heritage 
tourism within the heritage area. 
Our past grantees have used grant 
funds to restore historic buildings; 
provide historical and cultural 
interpretation; restore or promote 
scenic, artistic and recreational re-
sources; and to document culturally 
significant components of the way 
of life in the heritage area. Sangre 
de Cristo National Heritage Area is 
administered by a nonprofit board 
of volunteers who represent Alamo-
sa, Conejos and Costilla counties. 
Heritage area grants are available 
to local schools, municipalities and 

nonprofits annually. Please visit 
our website(sangreheritage.org) 
for more information about our 
mission, vision, and a list of past 
grants we’ve awarded.

The selection process is competi-
tive, and applicants are encouraged 
to develop proposals carefully 
utilizing SdCNHA’s Management 
Plan Goals and Objectives. You can 
find these resources on the man-
agement plan page: www.sangre-
heritage.org/mangagement-plan/ 
Funding is available up to $25,000. 
Applications and Guidelines can be 
found at www.sangreheritage.org/
collaborate/ 

For more information on the ef-
forts and mission of the SdCNHA, 
or to see more completed projects 
in our 10 Year Report, visit our 
website, sangreheritage.org. We 

invite and encourage you to apply 
for our 2021 grant cycle! Special 
consideration will be given to grant 
applications with focus on outdoor 
recreation, land stewardship and 
business development. Please con-
tact the heritage area, if you have an 
idea for a grant or have any ques-
tions about the grant process. You 
can email us at info@sdcnha.org, 
call us at (719) 580-7366 or visit 
our office located at 623 4th Street 
in Alamosa.

Applicants will be notified of sta-
tus in September 2020 and funding 
will be available in 2021.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE: June 1, 2020 by 5 
p.m. (Postmarked: SdCNHA, P.O. 
Box 844, Alamosa, CO 81101 or 
delivered by hand – 623 4th Street, 
Alamosa, CO).

COLORADO SPRINGS —
April 2, 2020—El Pomar Trustees 
approved $47,500 allocated among 
seven nonprofit organizations in the 
San Luis Valley region in February 
and March. Through the Founda-
tion’s grant making processes, 
the following organizations were 
awarded funding: 

• Adams State University Foun-
dation, Inc.—$5,000 for emergency 
food and housing expenses related 
to COVID-19; Colorado Assistance 
Fund 

•  C r e e d e  C o m m u n i t y 
Church—$1,000 for food distribu-
tion through the Ladies Aid Soci-
ety; Colorado Assistance Fund 

• Padres Adelante Family Servic-
es, Inc.—$3,000 for a grandparent 
respite program; competitive 

• San Luis Valley Housing Co-
alition, Inc.—$15,000 in general 
operating support; competitive 

•  S i l v e r  T h r e a d  P u b l i c 
Health—$2,500 for food distribu-
tion in Mineral County; Colorado 
Assistance Fund 

• Town of Manassa—$1,000 for 
the Manassa Opera House Christ-
mas Production; competitive 

• Tri-County Senior Citizens and 
Housing, Inc.—$20,000 for eleva-
tor renovations; competitive 

Founded by Spencer and Julie 
Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foun-
dation has an established legacy of 
general purpose grant making. The 
competitive grants process remains 
the Foundation’s primary vehicle 
for awarding funding to organiza-
tions. Additionally, over the last 
80 years, El Pomar has either de-
veloped or been entrusted with the 
stewardship of a number of other 
funds. Competitive applications are 
accepted on a rolling basis. 

 El Pomar 
Foundation 

approves 
$47,500 to 

nonprofits in 
the San Luis 
Valley region

Please see EL POMAR on Page 8
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

ACROSS

 1. Beer ingredient

 5. Popular FOX TV show

11. Recurring from time to 
time

14. Criticized severely

15. Musician

18. German urban center

19. Quenched

21. Human gene

23. Indian music

24. Accumulate

28. One who graduated

29. Atomic #109

30. Semitic fertility god

32. Sportscaster Patrick

33. Child’s dining accessory

35. Payment (abbr.)

36. Guitarist’s tool

39. Dabbling ducks

41. Commercial

42. Style someone’s hair

44. Biu-Mandara language

46. Actress Spelling

47. Large hole in the ground

49. One-masted sailboats

52. Tropical Asian plant

56. Concurs

58. Latin term for charity

60. The number below the 
line in a fraction

62. Reddish browns

63. This (Spanish)

DOWN

 1. Belong to he

 2. One time only

 3. Parent-teacher groups

 4. Puts in place

 5. Editing

 6. In the course of

 7. Helps injured people (abbr.)

 8. OJ trial judge

 9. Resist authority (slang)

10. Formerly alkenols

12. “Cheers” actress Perlman

13. Jewelled headdress

16. Viking Age poet

17. Vanuatu island

20. Wish harm upon

22. Unit of length

25. Blood type

26. Drain

27. Do-gooders

29. Advanced degree

31. Business designation

34. Chinese-American actress 
Ling

36. Performs on stage

37. Slang for money

38. Large Russian pie

40. The Mount Rushmore State

43. Narrow inlet

45. News organization (abbr.)

48. Scarlett’s home

50. Micturates

51. Monetary unit

53. Any customary observance 
or practice

54. Sons of Poseidon

55. Facilitates grocery 
shopping

57. Standard operating 
procedure

58. Former OSS

59. Midway between south 
and southeast

61. The Wolverine State

El Pomar Foundation’s Colorado 
Assistance Fund is a $1 million 
fund providing immediate aid in 
areas affected by the outbreak of 
COVID-19. To date, more than 
$350,000 has been distributed to 
nonprofits and government entities 
across the state that are providing 
emergency services, meeting basic 
human needs and supporting access 
to appropriate health care. Because 
grants are made only to organiza-
tions nominated by El Pomar re-
gional council members or public 
health departments, El Pomar is 
not accepting applications to the 
Colorado Assistance Fund. 

To view a full listing of El 

Polmar’s funds and grant making 
areas, please visit our website at 
https://www.elpomar.org/grant-
making/. 

El Pomar Foundation is one of 
the largest and oldest private foun-
dations in Colorado. El Pomar 
contributes approximately $22 
million annually through grants 
and Community Stewardship pro-
grams to support Colorado non-
profit organizations involved in 
health, human services, education, 
arts and humanities, and civic and 
community initiatives. Spencer and 
Julie Penrose founded El Pomar 
in 1937.

EL POMAR
Continued from Page 9

COLORADO - Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife (CPW) is receiving an 
influx of calls and reports of false so-
cial media posts and even robocalls 
claiming that hunting and fishing 
seasons are canceled that valid li-
censes are no longer required to hunt 
and fish, or that park fees have been 
rescinded due to 
the COVID-19 
outbreak. These 
reports are false 
and appear to 
have increased 
April 1. Do not 
share your per-
sonal informa-
tion with anyone 
calling to provide refunds. 

All effects on CPW’s operations, 
including any changes to hunt-
ing, fishing or recreation in any of 
Colorado’s state parks can be found 
on the agency’s COVID-19 page, 
prominently featured on the homep-
age of cpw.state.co.us.

“In a time where so many things 
are uncertain and changeable, Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife staff is 
working hard to ensure Coloradans 

maintain the ability to find comfort 
in the outdoors and continue their 
outdoor activities to the fullest extent 
possible,” said CPW director Dan 
Prenzlow. “It’s disappointing that 
people are taking advantage of the 
already heightened sense of disrup-
tion in our communities to spread 

false informa-
tion.”

Though CPW 
offices and visi-
tor centers re-
main closed to 
minimize the po-
tential spread of 
COVID-19, staff 
remain available 

at all CPW offices and parks to answer 
questions. Both the CPW website and 
our licensing, pass and registration 
purchasing site at CPWshop.com 
remain available and will provide the 
most consistent and accurate infor-
mation about the outdoor recreation 
opportunities managed by CPW. 

If you have any questions about 
how to safely and appropriately live 
life outside during this outbreak, 
visit cpw.state.co.us. 

CPW warns of false posts 
regarding COVID-19 effects on 

hunting, fishing, recreation in state

False social media 
posts and prank calls 

regarding hunting 
and fishing licenses, 

parks passes

CDC releases FAQs 
on COVID-19

There is still a lot that is un-
known about COVID-19 and how 
it spreads. This coronaviruses is 
thought to be spread most often 
by respiratory droplets. Although 
the virus can survive for a short 
period on some surfaces, it is un-
likely to be spread from products 
or packaging that are shipped over 
a period of days or weeks at ambi-
ent temperatures. Currently there 
is no evidence to support transmis-
sion of COVID-19 associated with 
imported goods and there have not 
been any cases of COVID-19 in 
the United States associated with 
imported goods.

How COVID-19 Spreads
What is the source of the vi-

rus? - COVID-19 is caused by a 
coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2. 
Coronaviruses are a large fam-
ily of viruses that are common in 
people and may different species of 
animals, including camels, cattle, 
cats, and bats.  Rarely, animal 

coronaviruses can infect people 
and then spread between people. 
This occurred with MERS-CoV 
and SARS-CoV, and now with the 
virus that causes COVID-19. More 
information about the source and 
spread of COVID-19 is available 
on the Situation Summary: Source 
and Spread of the Virus.

How does the virus spread? - 
The virus that causes COVID-19 
is thought to spread mainly from 
person to person, mainly through 
respiratory droplets produced 
when an infected person coughs or 
sneezes. These droplets can land in 
the mouths or noses of people who 
are nearby or possibly be inhaled 
into the lungs. Spread is more likely 
when people are in close contact 
with one another (within about 6 
feet).

Why are we seeing a rise in the 
number of cases? - COVID-19 
seems to be spreading easily and 
sustainably in the community 
(“community spread”) in many 

affected geographic areas. Com-
munity spread means people have 
been infected with the virus in an 
area, including some who are not 
sure how or where they became 
infected.

Can someone who who has 
had COVID-19 spread the ill-
ness to others? - The virus that 
causes COVID-19 is spreading 
from person-to-person. People are 
thought to be most contagious when 
they are symptomatic (the sickest). 
That is why CDC recommends that 
these patients be isolated either in 
the hospital or at home (depending 
on how sick they are) until they 
are better and no longer pose a risk 
of infecting others. More recently 
the virus has also been detected in 
asymptomatic persons. How long 
someone is actively sick can vary 
so the decision on when to release 
someone from isolation is made 
using a test-based or non-test-based 
strategy (i.e. time since illness 

Please see FAQS on Page 11
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started and time since recovery) in consultation with 
state and local public health officials. The decision 
involves considering the specifics of each situation, 
including disease severity, illness signs and symptoms, 
and the results of laboratory testing for that patient.

Can someone who is quarantined for COVID-19 
spread it to others?  Quarantine means separating a 
person or group of people who have been exposed 
to a contagious disease but have not devel-
oped illness (symptoms) from others 
who have not been exposed, in or-
der to prevent the possible spread 
of that disease. Quarantine is 
usually established for the 
incubation period of the com-
municable disease, which 
is the span of time during 
which people have devel-
oped illness after exposure. 
For COVID-19, the period of 
quarantine is 14 days from the 
last date of exposure because 
the incubation period for this 
virus is 2 to 14 days. Someone who 
has been released from COVID-19 
quarantine is not considered a risk for 
spreading the virus to others because they have 
not developed illness during the incubation period.

Can the virus that causes COVID-19 be spread 
through food, including restaurant take out, refrig-
erated or frozen packaged food? Coronaviruses are 
generally thought to be spread from person to person 
through respiratory droplets. Currently, there is no 
evidence to support transmission of COVID-19 as-
sociated with food. Before preparing or eating food 
it is important to always wash your hands with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds for general food 
safety. Throughout the day use a tissue to cover your 
coughing or sneezing, and wash your hands after 
blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing, or going 
to the bathroom. It may be possible that a person can 
get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object, like a 
packaging container, that has the virus on it and then 
touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, 
but this is not thought to be the main way the virus 

spreads. In general, because of poor survivability of 
these coronaviruses on surfaces, there is likely very 
low risk of spread from food products or packaging.

Can I get sick with COVID-19 if it is on food? 
Based on information about this novel coronavirus 
thus far, it seems unlikely that COVID-19 can be 
transmitted through food – additional investigation 

is needed.
Will warm weather stop the outbreak 

of COVID-19? It is not yet known 
whether weather and temperature 

affect the spread of COVID-19. 
Some other viruses, like those 
that cause the common cold 
and flu, spread more dur-
ing cold weather months 
but that does not mean it 
is impossible to become 
sick with these viruses dur-
ing other months.  There is 

much more to learn about the 
transmissibility, severity, and 

other features associated with 
COVID-19 and investigations 

are ongoing.
What is community spread? Com-

munity spread means people have been in-
fected with the virus in an area, including some who 
are not sure how or where they became infected.

What temperature kills the birus that causes 
COVID-19? Generally coronaviruses survive for 
shorter periods at higher temperatures and higher 
humidity than in cooler or dryer environments. How-
ever, we don’t have direct data for this virus, nor do 
we have direct data for a temperature-based cutoff for 
inactivation at this point. The necessary temperature 
would also be based on the materials of the surface, 
the environment, etc. Regardless of temperature please 
follow CDC’s guidance for cleaning and disinfection.

Can mosquitos or ticks spread the virus that 
causes COVID-19? At this time, CDC has no data to 
suggest that this new coronavirus or other similar coro-
naviruses are spread by mosquitoes or ticks. The main 
way that COVID-19 spreads is from person to person. 
See How Coronavirus Spreads for more information.

FAQS Continued from Page 1
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DENVER – Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife has already received reports 
of bear activity in eight Colorado 
counties in 2020. With spring upon 
us, CPW reminds citizens that bears 
are emerging from their slumber and 
beginning their search for food.

Early season natural food sources 
for bears include grasses, aspen 
buds and other vegetative matter 
that is beginning to sprout. Those 
gentle food sources, which are the 
first crops available to them, help a 
bear’s digestive system and metabo-
lism adjust back to normal after not 
consuming anything for months.

For the health and well-being of 
Colorado’s black bears, wildlife 
managers say bears should NOT be 
eating from trash receptacles, bird 
feeders or other human-provided 
food sources around homes.

“Every time a bear gets a treat, a 
bird feeder, a hummingbird feeder, 
trash, it teaches the bear that people 
mean food,” said Mark Lamb, 
CPW’s Area Wildlife Manager for 
South Park and the west Metro 
Denver area. “People who think 
that it’s one time, no big deal, are 
totally wrong. It is a big deal when 
you compound that ‘one time’ with 
how many ‘one time’ they get from 
your neighbors, too. It adds up.”

Some of the early season bear 
reports have been from simple 
sightings in Boulder and Morrison, 
to bears already getting into trash 
in Steamboat Springs and Silver 
Plume. Reports also include a bear 
getting into a vehicle in Snowmass 
Village, bears with livestock in Del-
ta, and a bear versus dog encounter 
under a deck in Colorado Springs.

Typically, male (boar) bears come 
out of hibernation first followed by 
females (sows) without cubs. Fe-
males that gave birth to cubs over 
winter in hibernation dens are the 
last to come out, usually in mid-to-
late April.

Last year, CPW received 5,369 
human-bear incident reports with 
nearly a third of those involving 
bears in trash. Wildlife managers are 
hoping to see a reduction in negative 
human-bear interactions across the 
state. However, that does not mean 
that people should stop reporting 
bear incidents to CPW. The earlier 
wildlife managers know of conflicts, 
the more tools they have to help 
keep small problems from grow-
ing into bigger and even dangerous 
scenarios.

“Our recommendations aren’t 
made to make our jobs easier,” ex-
plains Matt Yamashita, Area Wild-
life Manager in Glenwood Springs. 
“What we’re asking is what is best 
for bears and for people. We don’t 
want to deprive people of seeing 
bears, but we want people to see a 
bear that doesn’t depend on humans 
for food.” 

Bears are omnivores and primar-
ily eat vegetation such as grasses, 
forbs, berries, acorns and seeds – 
food sources that span their waking 
seasons. But if natural food becomes 
scarce, or if human-provided food 
is easy to access, bears will begin 
looking in residential areas for their 
next meals.

Biologists are seeing bears that 
are shifting much of their life cycle 
toward communities. When a high-
country berry bush yields a few 
hundred calories and a dumpster 
gives up thousands of calories via 
leftovers and greasy goodies, the 
bears will make the easy choice. 
Once they’ve made that choice, 
they are instinctively trained by 
their stomachs to search out the 
easy option.

Lamb and Yamashita agree that 
bringing these large, territorial 
animals into areas with people is 
a recipe for human injury and bear 
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Of the 5,369 human-bear reports CPW received in 2019, one-third of those involved bears in trash

Bears coming out of hibernation, searching for food
death. While a nuisance bear get-
ting into trash might be relocated 
if caught early, a bear that injures 
a person is put down. “The bear is 
always the ultimate loser,” Lamb 
concludes. “We have to do better 
as communities,” Yamashita urges.  

Though most human-bear interac-
tions occur in the late summer and 
fall months, a late frost or prolonged 
dry weather could lead to localized 
natural food failures, pushing black 
bears to be more persistent in their 
search for human-food sources. 
Being bear aware not only protects 
your home and property, but it can 
save a bear’s life.

Tips to prevent human/bear con-
flicts include: 

• Keep garbage in a well-secured 
enclosure.

• Only put out garbage on the 
morning of pickup; bring empty 
cans back inside before dark.

• Use a bear-resistant trash can or 
dumpster. These are available online 
or from your trash hauler.

• Clean all garbage cans regularly 
to keep them odor free. The scent of 
ammonia can deter bears.

• Take down all bird feeders. 
Bird feeders are a major source of 
bear/human conflicts - 397 conflicts 
because of them in 2019 alone. 

Birds have naturally available food 
sources during the spring, summer 
and fall. Don’t let your bird feeder 
become a bear feeder.

• Don’t leave pet food or stock 
feed outside – never provide food 
sources for any wildlife.

• Clean all barbecue grills.
• Keep garage doors and windows 

closed and locked, especially be-
tween dusk and dawn.

• Don’t leave attractants such as 
snacks, food wrappers, gum, or even 
scented hand lotions in your car; and 
always lock vehicle doors.

• Use bear boxes or bear-proof 
containers for food and scented 
items when camping.

• Don’t leave food outside while 
camping. If bear boxes aren’t avail-
able, leave all food in the trunk of 
a locked vehicle as your last resort.

• Talk to your neighbors and chil-
dren about being bear aware.

For more information about Liv-
ing with Bears in Colorado, visit 
https://cpw.state.co.us/bears.
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