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SLV Health in 

need of PPE

ALAMOSA – Anyone with unused, unopened Per-
sonal Protective Equipment (PPE) is encouraged to 
donate it to San Luis Valley Health for use by healthcare 
workers. A collection post will be set up today (Friday) 
from noon to 3 p.m. in front of the hospital’s education 
and conference center at the corner of Main Street and 
Blanca Avenue.

Items needed include:
•      Eye protection and goggles
•      Face shields
•      Surgical masks and N95 masks
•      Sterile and non-sterile gloves
•      Disposable gowns
•      Biohazard bags
•      Disinfecting wipes/sanitizer
•      Cloth and handmade masks
•      Thermometer covers
It is important to bring unused products in unopened 

boxes. If you or anyone in your household has been sick, 
we appreciate the thought but are unable to accept 
your PPE at this time.

Photos by Sylvia Lobato

Boxes of goods  were distributed courtesy of El Pomar 
funds, TOP, A fully completed box shows necessary 
staples headed for a home in the La Jara area. BOT-
TOM, Northerners Senior Citizens and volunteers. 
Another distribution will be held May 14. Story on 
Page 3. 

Shem Brown motions hearing
Staff Report

ALAMOSA — Thursday 
morning, Shem Brown, 
27, of Monte Vista had his 
status hearing; with Chief 
Judge, Michael A. Gonza-
les. Brown and codefen-
dants – Robert Martinez, 
29; Shawndon McVey, 25; 
and Phillip Medina, 36 – 
are charged with murder, 
kidnapping, robbery and 
other related charges; as-
sociated with the murder of 
Mathias Fritz, 40, and the 
shooting of his girlfriend 
(who survived).

Brown had a hearing 
related to the shooting of 
one codefendant. In that 
particular case, the charges 
against Brown were dis-
missed. His defense at-
torney, Riley Selleck, had 
requested another first 
appearance (today’s ap-
pearance) in order to give 
his team time to obtain 
results from Colorado Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
evidence testing.

Thursday morning, the 
prosecution and defense 
agreed to proceed with a 
ten-day trial; meaning 
the morning’s hearing 

would be the last chance 
to negotiate in front of a 
judge. The prosecution 
challenged a motion 

D-9, filed by Mr. Selleck. 
Among many things, the 
motion requested psy-
chiatric records for each 
witness of the prosecu-
tion. This the prosecution 
challenged, saying it was 
irrelevant. 

Before agreeing to with-
drawal a paragraph within 
the motion, Selleck ex-
plained why he filed to 
begin with: “There are sev-

eral prosecution witnesses, 
it stands to reason, who 
may have received some 
benefit in exchange for 
the information they have 
provided.” After Selleck 
agreed to withdrawal, the 
prosecution ceded and both 
parties agreed to move on. 

The line was then opened 
up for any family members 
on the call to say their piece. 
Only one spoke up. “This 
is Anna Fritz, Mathias’ 
mother. I just want you all 
to know I am here and I’m 
listening.” Selleck made 
room for Mr. Brown to 
speak: “Is Mr. Brown on 
the line? I think he has a 
right to speak here.” 

Mr. Brown did not an-
swer and the Judge Gon-
zales moved on.  Another 
status hearing was set for 
May 18, at 10 a.m.

The prosecution respond-
ed: “A not guilty plea was 
entered, but we don’t have a 
trial date set. Can we set a 
date?” There was some dis-
agreement here, amongst 
both parties and the judge, 
but eventually, they settled 
on the original May 18 date 
and time.

File photo

Shem Brown

Two more make 26 cumulative SLV cases
San Luis Valley - Today 

Alamosa County received 
two new positive tests for 
COVID-19, bringing the 
total for Alamosa County 
to 11 and the total positive 
cases to 26 for the San 
Luis Valley. The current 
case numbers and public 
health orders can be found 
at www.slvemergency.
org/slv-covid-19/ and are 
updated daily. 

As we prepare to transi-
tion from Stay at Home 
to Safer at Home, it is 
important to continue the 
new habits you have been 
building over the past 
several weeks. Social dis-
tancing staying at least 6 
feet from others when you 
leave home, frequent hand 
washing, and wearing a 
cloth face mask when you 
leave home continue to be 

important steps to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 

Some small changes be-
gin next week, as commu-
nity health and economic 
recovery are priorities. 
Most people should con-
tinue to stay at home most 
of the time. Monday, retail 
locations can begin offer-
ing curbside pick up and 
real estate brokers can 
begin offering in person 
showings. For curbside 
retail options, custom-
ers can not be inside the 
business and must pay for 
the goods online or with 
contactless pay curbside. 
Real estate brokers will 
be required to adhere to 
certain guidelines and 
will receive this guidance 
from the  Department of 
Regulatory Affairs. Begin-

ning May 1st, the state 
of Colorado will begin al-
lowing other businesses 
such as pet groomers and 
salons to open with some 
restrictions. Details on 
those restrictions and 
guidelines will be released 
by the state as May 1st 
approaches. 

If you are experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19, 
contact a local nurse line 
and visit with the nurse 
about your symptoms. 
There are now expanded 
testing capabilities, allow-
ing more people who are 
experiencing symptoms 
of COVID-19 to be tested 
locally. 

Nurse Triage Lines:
• Rio Grande Hospital 

719-657-4990
• SLV Health Nurse 

Line 719-589-2511 ext. 9
• Valley Wide Health 

Systems 719-589-3658 
ext. 9

The mild symptoms of 
COVID-19 may include 
a combination of cough, 
body aches, fatigue, and 
chest tightness. Some 
people may not develop a 
fever or fever may not oc-

cur until several days into 
the illness.  Worsening 
symptoms of COVID-19 
are a cough, fever and 
shortness of breath. If you 
are experiencing worsen-
ing symptoms, contact a 
nurse line, even if you 
have previously done so.  

Food Boxes

Historic school could 

become museum
Mount Pleasant dates 

back to 1888

By KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA —  A 1975 proposal to move 
the Mount Pleasant School to what was then 
the Adams State College campus to use as 
a schoolhouse museum was never realized.

Thanks to the efforts of the still existing 
Mount Pleasant School Association that 
owns the building, the museum idea may 
eventually happen at the school’s original 
site some eight miles northwest of Alamosa. 
However, they need to take ownership of 
the one-acre parcel first.

The land, part of a full section originally 
acquired by the Colorado State Land Board 
in 1876 at statehood, has survived earlier 
attempts to sell it, but the Alamosa County 
Board of Commissioners approved purchas-
ing the plot at a Jan. 14, 2020 meeting. The 
asking price for the one-acre parcel is the 
appraised value of $30,000.

Residents have until May 1 to comment 
on the sale according to a public notice in 
the Valley Courier published the past four 
weeks. Comments can be sent to matthew.
lafontaine@state.co.us. The State Land 

Board will consider comments at a public 
meeting currently scheduled for July 8 at 
the state office in Denver before transfer-
ring ownership.

Roger Knapp, president of the Mount 
Pleasant School Association, said that 
group has continued to raise funds for 
the purchase of the land with the hope of 
turning it into a museum. Residents in the 
community have pledged their support to 
help purchase the property and to refur-
bish and maintain it, and with state and 
national historic site designation, grants 
may be acquired.

■ See COVID page 3

■ See SCHOOL page 3

NCSD 
Meeting

LA JARA — A special 
Board meeting for the 
North Conejos School 
District Board of Educa-
tion will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, April 28, 
2020.  This meeting will 
be conducted entirely 
via teleconferencing or 
videoconferencing.

Sargent BOE 
MONTE VISTA — A 

Regular Board Meeting 
for the Sargent School 
District Board of Edu-
cation will be held at 
6:30pm on Monday, 
April 27, 2020 virtually.  
To sign up for commu-
nity input email lfoster@
sargentk12.co.us. For 
agenda and Zoom infor-
mation visit the Sargent 
Schools webpage.  
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and third 
Mondays, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Alamosa Masonic Hall, 
512 San Juan Ave.  Call 
Sharon at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at Hos-
pice del Valle, 524 Main 
St. in Alamosa. Pregnant 
and nursing women are 
welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and new 
members are welcome.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Vet-
erans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@ho-
tmail.com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen Mill-
er, 719-873-5466 or email 
mkmillermink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 

Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome to 
attend a free meeting or 
call Doris at 589-6396 for 
more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The 
San Luis Valley Photog-
raphy Club meets the 
first Wednesday at the 
Alamosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources 
for families affected by 
the impact of substance 
abuse. They meet on the 
third Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Senior Citizens 
Center at 92 Rio Grande 
Ave. (on the north end of 
Cole Park) in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Alamo-
sa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress man-

agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sunday of 
the month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 
607 Fourth St., Alamosa, 
with Mountain Institute, 
A Kriya, Meditation & 
Lamplighting School. 
Contact Martin at 575-
758-5876 or talentolocal@
live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschoolers 
at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Conference 
Center on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each 
month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — Val-
ley Fiber Art Guild — VFA 
is a group for anyone in-
terested in fiber arts: knit-
ting, crocheting, weaving 
and spinning. We work 
on our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of every 
month from 1 p.m. until 
4:30 p.m. at 757 County 
Rd. 29, .Monte Vista. Call 
or email Wanda Couzens-
Smith for more informa-
tion at (719) 852-5000 or 
wcouzenssmith@gmail.
com

VALLEY — The 
San Luis Valley of-
fers many Alcoholics 
Anonymous groups. 

A.A. members’ pri-
mary purpose is to 
stay sober and help 
other alcoholics to 
achieve sobriety.

Following are Dis-
trict 3 San Luis Valley 
AA 12-Step Meetings. 
The 6th Tradition 
states that we are not 
affiliated with any 
outside organizations, 
but in the spirit of co-
operation, we list these 
meeting schedules for 
friends and family. For 
information, call 719-
937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred 

Heart Parish Center 
at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 
108 W Galena Ave., 
Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 
4th St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s 
Meeting at Masonic 
Hall, 598 Spruce St., 
Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 
304 Walnut St., La 

Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain 
View Presbyterian 
Church at 2nd and 
Broadway,  Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 
2005 Mullens, Ala-
mosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of 
San Luis at 403 Main 
St., San Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park 
in Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall at 598 Spruce, 
Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church at 
607 4th St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone 
Baptist Church, Coun-
ty Rd. T, Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 
304 Walnut St., La 
Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church 
at 751 Lincoln St., 
Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edi-
son, Alamosa. 

 

SATURDAY
5:30 pm. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 

Building at 710 Main St., 

Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 

Presbyterian Church 

at 2nd and Broadway, 

Monte Vista

For schedule chang-

es, please contact your 

group service represen-

tative (GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY

8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY

5:30 p.m. SLV Behav-

ior Health Group at 8745 

CR 9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY

5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 

St., Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 

Hall, downtown Crest-

one (second and fourth 

Thursdays)

Shirley Rose Gallagher 1922-2020
ALAMOSA — Shirley 

Rose Gallagher died on 
the evening of April 15 at 
The Bridge in Alamosa, 
Colorado. The daughter 
of Newton Kinney and 
Rose Pearl (Fortine) 
Gray, she was born in 
Los Angeles on October 
9, 1922, and lived in 
southern California dur-
ing her formative years. 
She graduated from Al-
hambra High School in 
1940, attended Pasadena 
Junior College, and, in 
the mid-1940s, worked 
as a singer and musician 
in the Los Angeles area. 

During the final weeks 
of World War II, Shirley 
was selected to join the 
only USO show spon-
sored by the United 
States Navy in the Pacific 
Theater. 

Eddie Bracken head-
lined the show, which 
played to large and en-
thusiastic crowds of sol-
diers, sailors, and Ma-
rines on the islands of 
Guam, Saipan, Tinian, 
and elsewhere. Follow-
ing one performance, 
Rear Admiral Richard 
Evelyn Byrd, Jr., the 
noted Arctic and Ant-
arctic explorer, gave her 
the stars off his collar 
as a keepsake. She kept 
a diary during the tour, 
writing one evening: 
“Today at the hospital we 
all got to pin the Purple 

Heart on some fellows; 
it was something and a 
wonderful experience.” 

Returning to Los An-
geles from the Pacific 
islands in August 1945, 
Shirley Rose continued 
to perform for wounded 
service personnel. In 
December 1945, an ad-
ministrator with the 
Red Cross Camp and 
Hospital Committee in 
Los Angeles thanked her 
“on behalf of the patients 
at the many hospitals 
where you have so gra-
ciously appeared. I am 
sure you know by now 
how much music means 
to these wounded men 
and how important it is 
that they feel we haven’t 
forgotten them.” Shirley 
cherished memories of 
her tour in the Pacific 
and of the friendships 
she forged, recount-
ing the experience in a 
limited-edition memoir 
titled A Never-to-Be For-
gotten Adventure: Remi-
niscences of the Bracken 
Show in the South Pa-
cific, July-August 1945. 
The National Archives 
thought her contribu-
tions significant as well, 
featuring a photograph 
of her performing with 
Bracken and a passage 
from her diary in a major 
exhibit of personal ac-
counts of World War II 
that was created in 1992 

and displayed in eleven 
cities across the United 
States.

On June 16, 1946, 
Shirley married William 
“Bill” Gallagher, another 
graduate of Alhambra 
High who had served four 
years as an officer in the 
U.S. Navy during World 
War II, at the Episcopal 
Church of Our Savior in 
San Gabriel, California. 
The couple had two sons, 
Tim and Gary. The family 
left Southern California 
in the summer of 1954, 
relocating to the San 
Luis Valley, where they 
lived on a farm east of 
Alamosa before moving 
in 1957 to another farm 

in the Carmel District. 
They resided in Carmel 
for more than 40 years, 
then moved to Alamosa 
in 1999.  

Shirley, always the gra-
cious hostess, enjoyed a 
wide circle of friends who 
appreciated her quick 
wit and bridge skills. 
She loved art, music, the 
cinema, and the ocean. 
She especially enjoyed 
collecting shells during 
walks along beaches in 
both the United States 
and Mexico. She and Bill 
frequently spent winters 
with friends in Puerto Pe-
ñasco and other favorite 
places along the Mexican 
coast. In recent years, 
they enjoyed winters in 
Green Valley, Arizona. 

Devoted to large dogs, 
Shirley lavished at-
tention on the family 
pets that were German 
Shepherds and Dober-

mans. She also took 
politics seriously, par-
ticipating in local and 
state Republican Party 
activities and holding 
organizational offices 
within the party. For 
many years, Shirley also 
played an active role in 
Child Study Club and 
the local Chapter AE 
P.E.O. Another commu-
nity connection was the 
“Roller Roundup” that 
Bill and Shirley built, 
owned and operated for 
several years. 

Shirley’s children and 
grandchildren knew her 
best as “Mim,” a gen-
erous, yet demanding 
presence who helped 
prepare them for life’s 
mixture of high points 
and hard edges. Her 
competitive nature was 
evident whether she 
was playing ping-pong, 
croquet, or in a game of 

cards or dominos. 
Shirley will be re-

membered lovingly, and 
missed deeply, by her 
friends and most par-
ticularly by her fam-
ily. She is survived by 
her devoted husband 
Bill of nearly 74 years, 
her son Tim and his 
wife Marsha, her son 
Gary, her grandchil-
dren William (Yasuko) 
Gallagher, Angie (Ja-
son) Rossback, Tami 
(Matt) Sliwkowski, and 
Marlena Rose (Steven) 
Halko, and eight great-
grandchildren. At her 
request, a private family 
memorial will be held. 

Rogers Family Mor-
tuary is in care of the 
arrangements. To leave 
memories and your con-
dolences for Shirley’s 
family please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com. 

COURIER POLICY ON  OBITUARIES

The Courier charges $30 for each obituary per day. Pending arrange-

ments or death notices are free.  This charge affects funeral homes, 

family or other representatives that place obituaries.  All paid obituar-

ies are published on www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to news@alamosanews.com If the 

newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be made and 

the obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the submitting party, an 

additional fee will be assessed.

Terese Dionne Duran, 43
ALAMOSA — Terese 

Dionne Duran, 43, went 
home to be with the Lord 
on April 19, 2020. at home 
with Jesus by her side. 
Terese came into the world 
on July 3, 1976, in La Jara, 
CO; the daughter of Alfred 
and Elaine Barela Duran. 

Terese was a loving 
daughter, mother, grand-
mother, sister, aunt, cous-
in and friend who enjoyed 
Latch hooking, horse-
shoes, being a Bronco 
fan, fishing, camping, and 
spending all the time she 
could with her family and 
granddaughter Braelynn 
Cisneros.  

Survivors include her 
Mother Elaine Duran of 
Alamosa, CO; her father 
Alfred (Marbela) Duran 
of Ortiz, Co; daughter 

Demi Candelaria, and 
Granddaughter Braelynn 
Cisneros both of Alamosa, 
CO; sons Dylan Martinez 
and Ernest “EJ” Cande-
laria Of Alamosa, CO one 
sister Lynnisha DuPont 
of Alamosa, CO; four 

brothers Brian Duran of 
Alamosa and

Mario (Jose) Duran and 
Lawrence Lujan of Las Ve-
gas, NV., and Noel Lujan 
of Lobatos, CO. 

She is also survived by 
Aunts, Uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

Terese was preceded in 
death by her husband Er-
nie Candelaria both sets of 
grandparents, uncle Steve 
Barela, cousins Beverly, 
JoJo and Dominic.

Cremation was chosen 
and a funeral Mass will 
be held at a later date.    
The care of arrangements 
has been entrusted to 
Romero Funeral Home of 
Alamosa. To leave online 
condolences please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.com.
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■ Continued from Page 1

COVID
■ Continued from Page 1

Severe symptoms are trouble breathing, persistent pain or pressure in the chest, 
confusion and/or bluish lips or face. If you or someone you know are experiencing 
severe symptoms, call 911 and tell the dispatcher your symptoms. If you go to a 
hospital without calling 911, call the hospital ahead of time and tell them your 
symptoms.  

If you have tested positive for COVID-19 OR if you develop symptoms of CO-
VID-19, including early or mild symptoms (see above), you should be in isolation 
(stay away from others) until:

You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (that is three full days of no fever 
without using medicine that reduces fevers)

AND 
other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness of 

breath have improved)

AND
At least 7 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared

According to history 
provided by the State 
Land Board, in 1888, a 
single room public school 
was built on the southeast 
corner of that section. The 
original school building 
was replaced twice and 
the last structure, built 
in 1911, remains on the 
site today. (See Saturday’s 
edition for a complete his-
tory.)

In 1925, the State Land 
Board disposed of the major-
ity of the Section, retaining 
only the one-acre site where 
the Mount Pleasant School 
building is located. Up to 
possibly five generations 
of school children have 
been served by the school, 
according to Knapp, includ-
ing himself, his mother and 
grandfather.

The schoolhouse official-
ly closed at the end of the 
1964-65 school year. Dif-
ferent entities owned the 
building subsequently. In 
1989, the Mount Pleasant 
School Association took 
ownership of the building. 
The property was listed 
on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places on 
May 3, 2006 as one of the 

few remaining one-room 
schoolhouses.

Ron Rivale, State Land 
Board district manager 
for the Southwest Region 
based in Alamosa, said he 
doesn’t expect any nega-
tive comments concerning 
the transfer of ownership 
to Alamosa County and 
eventually to the associa-
tion. It would be a direct 
exchange from one govern-
ment agency to another, 
he explained.

“We are delighted to 
help the Alamosa commu-

nity preserve this historic 
schoolhouse,” said Greg 
Ochis, Assistant Direc-
tor, Colorado State Land 
Board. “We hope that by 
owning the land under 
the building, the Alamosa 
community is successful in 
obtaining grants to restore 
the unique and historic 
building that has deep ties 
to the community dating 
back to the turn of the 20th 
century.”

The Colorado State 
Land Board owns and 
stewards 2.8 million acres 

of land, and lease these as-
sets to help fund Colorado 
public schools. The board 
has earned $1.7 billion for 
Colorado public schools 
since 2008.

“We are very proud to 
be the primary funding for 
the Colorado Department 
of Education’s Building 
Excellent Today Program 
(BEST),” said Kristen 
Kemp, outreach and com-
munications officer for 
the board. “BEST has 
provided capital construc-
tion grants to 524 schools 
serving 225,000 students 
since the program’s incep-
tion in 2008.”

Those grants have fund-
ed the construction of 
numerous schools in the 
San Luis Valley, the most 
recent being a new North 
Conejos District building.

Courier photos by Keith R. Cerny

Mount Pleasant School as it stands today about eight 
miles northwest of Alamosa. School association mem-
bers hope to acquire the one-acre of land it sits on 
and eventually restore it into a schoolhouse museum.

Drone used to apprehend suspects
COSTILLA – Four peo-

ple were arrested Tuesday 
night in the Trinchera 
Ranch area with the help 
of a drone after a high-
speed chase from around 
the top of La Veta Pass.

According to a Costilla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Facebook post, the vehicle 
was positively identified 
and wanted in connection 
with a Drug Enforce-

ment Agency warrant. 
Colorado State Patrol, 
Huerfano County and 
Alamosa County sheriff’s 
departments assisted Cos-
tilla deputies.

The vehicle, believed 
to be a white VW Jetta, 
was pursued to an area 
south of Highway 160 at 
mile marker 262 (near the 
roadside picnic tables).

Once the agencies made 

contact with the vehicle 
it was found to be unoc-
cupied. A Reverse 911 call 
was issued to residents 
in the area at that time, 
warning them of the situ-
ation.

After a short search, 
deputies were able to 
locate and follow tracks 
that lead to an area where 
a male and female were 
taken into custody.

A short time later, Cos-
tilla County Search and 
Rescue arrived with a 
drone. Once the drone was 
in the air deputies were 
able to locate the other 
two suspects who had fled, 
another man and woman. 
All four were in custody by 
6:30 p.m.

Names of the suspects 
were not immediately 
available.

Food Boxes
By SYLVIA LOBATO

LA JARA — Although the 
Wednesday food give-away was 
supposed to begin at 10 a.m., senior 
citizens and persons in need were 
early birds, according to Northern-
ers Senior Citizens Director Lynette 
De Priest. who said they began 
arriving around 8 a.m. and 75 food 
boxes were given away by 10:30 a.m.

The 13 volunteers putting the box-
es together and helping distribute 
them were organization members, 
law enforcement and public officials, 
De Priest said.

Financed by a grant from El Po-
mar, the boxes included a gallon of 
milk, a dozen eggs, a loaf of bread, 
a five pound bag of potatoes, onions, 
a bottle of oil or shortening, a five-

pound bag of sugar, a five-pound bag 
of flour, beans, a roll of toilet paper 
and a roll of paper towels.

De Priest said the people who 
came for the donations left happy 
and another distribution is being 
planned for May 14.

“It goes out very quickly,” De 
Priest said of the food.

Cruisin’ away the blues
SANFORD — Sanford 

School teacher Leann Gar-
trell and her children were 
missing social interaction, so 
she came up with a perfect 
way to spend a Thursday 
evening. The Sanford com-
munity pulled together and 
did an old school cruise night 
by dragging Sanford’s Main 
Street on April 2nd. 

Cars, trucks, and other 
vehicles drove along Main 
Street and around the foot-
ball field which had been lit 
up. Everyone enjoyed seeing 
friends while still maintain-

ing social distancing. It was 
so fun that Sanford did it 
again. Thursday, April 16th, 
the Main Street was packed 
again. Over 70 vehicles, a mo-
torcycle, a few horses, about 
7 tractors, and a couple Hag-
glund all-terrain vehicles, 
showed up and participated 
in the fun. 

It was a throwback to 
older days and many people 
recalled when they use to 
‘cruise main’ and how it was 
big part of their social life.

Many kids from the young-
er generations have never 

done this and it was fun for 
them to enjoy this time out of 
their house and connecting 
with their friends again.

Leann said “I was think-
ing back to the day when 
we use to cruise main and 
how that was our entertain-
ment. Then the thought 
came to me that this was 
something our kids could 
do right now without break-
ing any social distancing 
rules. I decided to throw it 
out there and see who all 
would be interested and the 
response was great. Mostly 

because kids are looking for 
a way to be with friends 
right now and have that 
social interaction they are 
missing out on and this is 
one way we can do it.”

The superintendent 
(Kevin Edgar), elemen-
tary principal (Dena Jami-
net), teachers, students, 
school board and com-
munity members and 
even Sanford alumni 
from other towns showed 
up. The cars honking and 
people shouting hello’s to 
each other really livened 

up the town.
This has been a great 

way for the town to come 

together and show its love 
and solidarity at this dif-
ficult time.

South Fork 

firefighter found 
dead

SOUTH FORK – Firefighter Chris Miyaki died 
Wednesday of yet unknown causes, reportedly while 
in Albuquerque, announced South Fork Fire Rescue 
in a Facebook post.

He served as a firefighter with the department for 
the past year and was in the process of obtaining his 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) certification. He 
was also actively working on expanding his wildland 
fire certifications.

The death is currently under investigation by the 
Albuquerque Police Department, according to the 
post. Funeral arrangements are pending and will be 
announced at a later date.

Linette Nye Schmidt, public information officer for 
South Fork Fire Rescue, said Thursday that no addi-
tional details concerning Miyaki’s death are currently 
available, but will be updated when determined.

Courtesy photo

Kent Mortensen and his Hagglund all-terrain vehicles were really fun to see.
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Opinion
To submit news, email:

news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Alamosa 

Landscapes

Marilyn Loser

LETTERS

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

Alamosa Landscapes
Save the bees with flowers – part 1
You may have heard recent dire reports 

about the health of bees. There are many 
scientific reports of “colony collapse disor-
der” in beehives and decline due to reduced 
habitat. The Pollinator Partnership says 
the US has lost over 50 percent 
of its managed honeybee colonies 
in the past 10 years. According to 
the Huffington Post, one of every 
three bites of food we eat depends 
on the honey bee as they pollinate 
so many of the plants that we (and 
our livestock) eat every day.

One of the best and easiest 
things you can do to help these 
crucial creatures survive and 
thrive is to plant annuals, peren-
nials, shrubs, and trees in your 
landscape that will give bees the 
food they need.

Before listing what grows 
best in Alamosa, let’s look at 
the traits bees prefer in plants. 
There are five main attributes: color, odor, 
shape, nutrition, and landing platforms. 
Bees like bright white, yellow, blue, and 
ultraviolet. Red flowers appear black to 
bees and are not attractive to them. Note: 
people can’t detect ultraviolet light while 
bees can. Contrasting color patterns on 
flower petals are detected by special 
ultraviolet photoreceptors in the bee’s 
eyes. These patterns are called nectar 
guides and help bees to quickly locate a 
flower’s center. Sweetly aromatic or minty 
fragrances are most attractive to bees.

Also, bees prefer flowers with a sturdy 
landing platform. While they can visit a 
flower without landing, they prefer one 
with a solid platform so they can land and 
not just hover. I didn’t know this before! 
This includes flowers such as snapdrag-

ons (Antirrhinum majus – except 
red), veronica (Veronica – many 
are purple and some are white), 
wild roses (rosa – especially yellow 
Harrison and pink woodsii), and 
penstemons (Penstemon strictus 
-- choose purple for the bees).

Regarding nutrition, bees are 
looking for two things when they 
visit your garden: nectar (it’s loaded 
with sugars which are a bee’s main 
source of energy) and pollen (pro-
vides a balanced diet of proteins 
and fats).

I didn’t realize there are about 
four 4,000 different species of 
bees in North America. They are 
different sizes, have different 

tongue lengths, and will feed on different 
shaped flowers. Consequently, providing 
a range of flower shapes means more bees 
can benefit.

Many web sites encourage shoppers to 
determine if any seedlings you may want 
to buy have been raised with neonicoti-
noid pesticides. Referred to as “neonics,” 
these neurotoxins are somewhat contro-
versial and are considered by many to be 
toxic to bees. For a bee-friendly garden, 
consider using the least toxic and most 
environmentally-friendly methods for 

pest control if you need to apply control.
Bees need flowers throughout the grow-

ing season. While some folks suggest 
leaving dandelions during early spring 
for the bees as there are not many other 
flowers blooming during this time, I don’t! 
I have quite a few bulbs that bloom early. 
If I leave the dandelions, I have a LOT of 
weeding to do over the summer.

Almost all of the plants I mention in 
this column can be viewed online at Ala-
mosaflowers.net and/or Alamosatrees.net 
with photos from Alamosa. Early season 
bee-friendly flowers blooming now in 
Alamosa include daffodils, jonquils, and 
forsythia. As I walk the garden I see 
colorful buds about to open on flowering 
almonds (Prunus triloba plena or tenella) 
and a few yellow tulips (tulipa).

Coming up in May will be our lovely crab 
apple trees (malus), penstemons, yellow 
and orange Icelandic poppies (Papaver 
oriental), golden currants (Grossularia-
ceae – they thrive in Alamosa), purple 
flax (Linum lewisii – reliably return each 
year), and purple poppy mallows (Cal-
lirhoe involucrate).

In the next column, I’ll discuss flowers 
for the rest of the season and also make 
suggestions for flowers bees avoid. You 
might have an allergy or have had a bad 
experience with bees. Or you might want 
to discourage bees from hanging around 
your outside dining area.

Happy Earth Day!
“Gardening adds years to your life and 

life to your years.” Unknown

The lessons 

of a virus
Staying home has taught me some 

amazing lessons.
Just when my rut was deep enough 

to be comfortable, I learned what was 
considered acceptable travel.

Newspapers are essential, but wise 
people must rush 
home as soon as as-
signed work is done.

Teenagers can’t 
understand why 
their weekly get-to-
gethers with friends 
were halted.

While the gro-
cery stores have set 
aside days for elderly 
shopping, with early 
hours expected to 
make it easier, what 
one wants to buy is 
hard to find. There is little toilet paper, 
bleach or rubbing alcohol to be had.

I learned why bleach and rubbing 
alcohol are scarce, but can’t for the 
life of me find out why people need to 
hoard TP.

Growing up when TP’ing a place was 
a common insult, I haven’t seen any 
festooning today’s homes or businesses.

I think the insult is keeping others 
from having it by people who amass 
much more than they need.

It served a purpose, though. A friend 
of my eldest son gave him a couple of 
rolls as a birthday gift.

He was grateful.
Every newscast on television details 

COVID-19 all over the country, but not 
the San Luis Valley.

As usual, we don’t seem to exist.
When will news outlets on the Front 

Range realize Colorado does not end 
at Walsenburg and resume at Pagosa 
Springs?

We have horribly frigid winters, so 
the weatherpersons notice that.

Negativity grows in the mind when 
one is advised that a well-known man 
has fallen prey to the virus.

Government agencies have declared 
his name can’t be published, so the news 
fell into the rumor mill.

People want transparency when it 
affects them, but they are silent when 
it doesn’t.

Many persons feel frightened at the 
filtered knowledge. I do, then I try to 
change things.

I work on lifelong learning at home, 
where I feel safe and know we will soon 
be free.

Sylvia 

Lobato

Native Writes

Control Annual Grassy Weeds in Lawns
The first weeds of the year seem to be 

a rite of passage into spring. Some of 
the weeds this year are going quite well.  
There are some annual weeds and some 
perennial weeds that show up with the 
first green up in the spring. Controlling 
these weeds early and all year long is 
important.

Annual grass type weeds can be some 
of the hardest to control. Some of the 
annual grassy weeds that you might see 
are, crabgrass, foxtail, barnyard grass, 
and goose grass. These weeds belong to 
a group called summer annual grasses. 
While these weeds are most often asso-
ciated with elevations below 6,500 feet, 
we do see them in the San Luis Valley.

The seeds of summer annual grasses 
fall to the ground the previous year. 
This can occur from mid-spring through 
mid-summer. They will germinate in 
the spring when the soil temperature 
reaches 55 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Once they germinate, they grow fast dur-
ing the summer months. They like warm 
temperatures and water. The first frost 
in the fall will kill the summer annual 
grasses. Their seeds are already on the 
ground by then.

The methods to manage the annual 
grasses include both cultural and chemi-

cal techniques.
Non-herbicide controls, or cultural 

controls begin with the mowing height of 
the lawn. If you have 
bluegrass, tall fescue, 
fine fescue, or rye 
grass, mow the lawn 
at a height of 21/2 to 
3 inches during the 
summer. This will 
help shade some of 
the soil surface and 
slow weed seed ger-
mination. This also 
produces a healthier 
lawn.

Tips to more effec-
tive lawn manage-
ment are: 

1 .  M o w  o f t e n 
enough so that no more than 1/3 of the 
leaf blade is removed. Letting the grass 
grow tall and then mowing reduces 
the grass density, making space for 
more weeds. This may mean mowing 
every few days in the spring and early 
summer. 

2.  Irrigate properly to reduce annual 
weed infestation. Light frequent irriga-
tion promotes weed seed germination, 
even if a preemergence herbicide has 

been applied. Water longer, deeper, and 
less often for a healthier lawn.

3. Fertilize according to your lawn 
species. 

4. Aerate the lawn at least once a year 
to reduce compaction and to control 
thatch.

Herbicide, while many prefer not to 
use them, are a weed control tool. Pre-
emergent herbicides control crabgrass 
by preventing seedlings from growing. 
To be effective they must be applied 
before the crabgrass seed germinates. 
Crabgrass could start germinating soon, 
so a pre-emergence herbicide should be 
applied soon. They should be applied 
two to four weeks before germination 
of the crabgrass. A warm, moist spring 
will cause crabgrass to germinate earlier 
in the season. Pre-emergence herbicides 
will not control annual grassy weeds after 
the seed germinates. The pre-emergence 
herbicides are often applied when or just 
after forsythia blooms.

Post emergence herbicides, those ap-
plied after weeds have begun to grow, 
are also available. One of the easiest to 
find is MSMA. This can be found at most 
garden centers. It is often called some-
thing like “Crabgrass Killer”. It is most 
effective against young seedling weeds. 

As the weeds get older, other herbi-
cides are needed. Quinclorac (Drive) or 
fenoxaprop ethyl (Acclaim Extra) are a 
couple of options for older annual grassy 
weeds. They can provide fair to good con-
trol. They are more expensive and may 
be found it professional lawn care cen-
ters. Drive can be found in Ortho Weed 
Be Gon MAX Plus Crabgrass Control 
Ready-to-use. This herbicide contains 
other 2,4-D, MCCP and dicamba which 
will help control weeds like dandelion 
and clover.

Weed control is a growing season 
activity. Starting in the spring when 
weeds are young will help with controls 
throughout the growing season. It is nec-
essary to use a combination of different 
control methods on the toughest weeds 
to reduce resistance and insure the best 
control possible. 

If you have questions, call the Colorado 
State University Extension, San Luis 
Valley Area Office at 719-852-7381 or 
your County Weed Director.

Extension programs are available to 
all without discrimination. Colorado 
State University 

Extension, U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture and Colorado counties coop-
erating.

Marvin 

Reynolds

Eye on 
Extension

An open letter from TSJC president Epper related to coronavirus
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
As we approach the last couple of weeks of 

the spring semester, I want to again thank 
you for your patience and perseverance 
in moving forward during the COVID-19 
health crisis. In last week’s Open Exchange 
for faculty and staff, I heard some excellent 
examples of how students and faculty are 
adapting to and coping with the change to 
online learning. One faculty member shared 
that he’s learning to use new tools that may 
become permanent fixtures in his courses 
going forward. As we are all learning more 
about technology-enhanced learning, we 
should continue thinking about how to op-
timize its use once we return to a new kind 
of “normal” at Trinidad State. Along these 
lines, I have a few updates to share with you.

 Federal Stimulus Money for Trinidad 
State:

Trinidad State has been notified we will 
receive $1,038,406 in federal funding from 
the Congressional CARES Act to provide 
funding assistance as a result of COVID-19. 
Half of that funding ($519,203) will be re-
leased directly to students, and may be used 

for expenses related to college costs, as well 
as food, housing, health care, and child care 
expenses. Approximately 1,100 students 
will receive awards of up to $200 for Spring 
2020, and future awards will vary by semes-
ter through Spring 2021.  Students will be 
required to complete a form to request these 
funds. Watch your email for eligibility and 
further directions within the next few days. 

The remaining $519,203 of CARES Act 
funding is to be used to offset operational 
costs incurred by the college as a result of 
the COVID-19 crisis. These funds have not 
yet been released by the U.S. Department of 
Education, but Trinidad State is formulating 
plans for how to allocate these funds toward 
the greatest institutional needs.

 Student Emergency Aid Fund:
In my last message, I announced that the 

TSJC Educational Foundation had started 
a fund drive to raise money for the Student 
Emergency Aid Fund. I am happy to report 
that over $19,000 has been raised so far! 
We are grateful to the foundation and our 
many supporters throughout Trinidad and 
the San Luis Valley for stepping up to help 

our students through the challenging and 
destabilizing events of this semester. The 
federal stimulus money described above will 
provide well-needed initial relief to students 
impacted by COVID-19. However, we know 
the needs of some students will far outstrip 
the $200 allocation. As we move through the 
next few months, the TSJC Emergency Aid 
Fund will be able to step in and help fill the 
gaps by providing individualized student as-
sistance based on need. The fund will provide 
essential and timely relief such as grocery 
cards, rent, utilities, or other expenses that 
could otherwise take a student off track from 
continuing their studies.  

Students, we will be announcing the pro-
cess and links for applying for both the Cares 
Act funding and Emergency Aid funding 
within the next few days. 

Staying Focused on our Goals:
Finally, I just want to remind everyone 

that our five Centennial goals must remain 
squarely in focus, even as we navigate 
through the unknowns of the future. Stu-
dents, you’ll note that these goals have you 
in mind: Students First! If you have regis-

tration, graduation or transfer questions, 
please contact Student Services. We are 
here to assist you.

The Centennial goals are 1) increase 
enrollment by 20%, 2) increase our gradua-
tion rate to 50%, 3) double our transfer rate 
from 100 to 200; 4) eliminate the completion 
equity gap, and 5) build reserves to support 
our facilities. With the forecast for the state 
budget looking stark for next year, we are 
budgeting conservatively. This is a time 
when we must examine our operations 
closely to find every efficiency possible, and 
also look for opportunities to promote our 
wonderful programs to students and families 
throughout our service area and beyond. I’m 
confident we will emerge from this crisis as 
a stronger college that is adaptable to our 
students’ and communities’ needs.

 
Sending you all my best as you complete 

the remaining weeks of the semester!
 
Rhonda

Rhonda M. Epper, Ph.D. | President 
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Religion

The outbreak of the nov-
el coronavirus COVID-19 
changed life as people 
know it. In the wake of 
the outbreak, hundreds of 
millions of people across 
the globe were forced to 
change how they work, 
how they spend their free 
time and even how they 
eat their meals as social 
distancing measures were 
enacted in an effort to stop 
the spread of a virus that, 
by late-March 2020, had 
already claimed the lives 
of thousands of people.

Seemingly no aspect of 
life was unaffected by so-
cial distancing measures, 
including how people 
celebrate their faith. To 
prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, many reli-
gious organizations were 
forced to reconsider how 
they interact with their 
congregants. For example, 
in recognition of chang-
es within the religious 

realm prompted by the 
COVID-19 outbreak, the 
United Synagogue of Con-
servative Judaism pro-
vided a free list of tools 
and resources (www.uscj.
org/synagogue-resources) 
to help synagogues op-
erate more effectively. 
Similarly, in accordance 
with an executive order 
from New York Governor 
Andrew Cuomo limiting 
social gatherings, the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Albany canceled all 
public liturgies, but also 
announced measures to 
live stream Masses and 
even provided a schedule 
of those masses through 
its website (www.rcda.org/
livemass).

Livestream religious 
services allow people of 
faith to continue to cel-
ebrate their faith. Such 
services also provide ac-
cess to non-members who 
might nonetheless be look-

ing for guidance during a 
time that is unlike any 
many people alive today 
have ever experienced. 
The uplifting messages of-
fered at religious services 
can help people confront 
and overcome feelings 
like depression and anxi-
ety, which the American 
Psychological Association 
notes researchers have 
linked to social distancing. 
Being part of a communi-
ty, even if that community 
is operating exclusively 
online, can provide a lift 
to those struggling with 
the potentially isolating 
consequences of social 
distancing.

People interested in en-
gaging in faith-based ser-
vices and programs while 
social distancing are urged 
to contact a local religious 
organization to see how it 
is providing spiritual guid-
ance during this unique 
time. TF206005

How religious organizations are confronting 

social distancing

Courtesy Photo

Seemingly no aspect of life was unaffected by social distancing measures, in-
cluding how people celebrate their faith.

FORT COLLINS – One 
area the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic won’t be able 
to infect is the Northern 
Colorado National Day of 
Prayer celebration sched-
uled May 7 at 8 a.m.

Last year’s event – one of 
the few organized gather-
ings of this kind in the state 
– drew more than 400 indi-
viduals to Canvas Stadium 
on the CSU campus. With 
stay-at-home orders and 
social distancing presently 
in place, organizers wanted 
to be sure the event would 
still be held.

“Now more than ever, 
prayer is critical with the 
challenges we face daily,” 
said Ken Summers, a Fort 
Collins City Councilmem-
ber and co-chair. He will 
and Dan Schmidt, who is 
the pastor at Foundations 
Church-Windsor, will co-
host the event. Summers 
is a retired pastor.

The pair will introduce 
the seven presenters for 
about three minutes of 
prayer by each person 
representing specific areas 
of life.

“With health safeguards 
already in place may pre-
vent people to attend in 
person, technology affords 
us the opportunity to con-
tinue the National Day of 
Prayer tradition in a new, 
different manner but still 
effective and powerful,” 
Schmidt said.

This year’s theme is 
“God’s Glory Over the 

Earth, “ with a focus to uti-
lize the seven key areas of 
prayer. While there will not 
be an exclusive pandemic 
prayer event, presenters 
will incorporate the current 
crisis in the overall context 
of their prayer. 

The NDP celebration 
will also include worship 
music by The Outpost 
Campus Ministry and the 
performance of God Bless 
America.

K-LOVE and sister sta-
tion Air1 will promote the 
event and stream it that 
morning in partnership 
with Northern Colorado 
NDP organizers.

Prayer Areas:
Government: State Rep. 

Perry Buck 

Military: USAF Lt. Col. 
Randy Croft, Chaplain

Education: Kiley Foster, 
UNC Athletes in Action

Media: Scott James, 
iHeart Radio

Business: Kevin Lemas-
ter, President; EnviroPest 

Church: Carl Sutter, Pas-
tor; Foundations Church-
Loveland

Families: Kari Stewart, 
Missions Pastor; Timber-
line Church

For more information, 
contact:

Ken Summers
303-725-4765
nocondp@outlook.com
Access  by  logg ing 

onto www.nocondp.org
K-LOVE & Air1 will pro-

mote, stream event

Annual National Day Of Prayer to 

be broadcast via YouTube May 7
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Spring Car Care

Maintaining tires is an 
important component of 
safe driving. Tires are 
some of the hardest work-
ing parts on a car or truck 
and are subjected to wear 
and tear every time rubber 
meets the road. 

Tires affect many compo-
nents of driving, including 
handling, braking and the 
comfort of the ride. Main-
taining tires makes driving 
safe not only for drivers 
and their passengers, but 
also for fellow motorists. 

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion says that, in 2017, 738 
fatalities occurred because 
of tire-related crashes. 
Many of those crashes were 
no doubt preventable, and 
that only highlights the 
importance of maintaining 
tires and monitoring their 
performance.

Poor tire maintenance 
can lead to premature wear 
and potentially result in a 
blowout. The automotive 
group AAA notes it is im-
portant to visually inspect 
tires as often as possible. 
Drivers should look for 
overall tread wear. Pay 
special attention to tread 
wear on one edge of the 
tires, which could indicate 
poor alignment. Erratic 
tread wear may mean tires 
are out of balance.

Drivers also should pay 
attention to how their cars 
drive and sounds. Unusual 
vibration or thumping 
noises suggest issues with 
the tires. A car that pulls 
in one direction also may 
be experiencing tire prob-
lems.

Vehicle owners should 
be aware of the routine 
maintenance steps that 
can keep them safe and 
improve the life expectancy 
of tires.

• Tire pressure: The 
NHTSA says only 19 per-
cent of consumers properly 

check and inflate their 
tires. Keeping tires prop-
erly inflated is one of the 
most important steps to 
maintaining them. Tires 
lose around 1 psi per 
month, and underinflated 
or overinflated tires can 
contribute to unusual 
wear, blowouts and even 
excessive fuel consump-
tion.

• Rotation: Check the 
owner’s manual or recom-
mendations from the tire 
manufacturer, but know 
that most mechanics ad-
vise having tires rotated 
every 5,000 to 8,000 miles. 
Rotation helps distribute 
wear more evenly on tires.

• Balancing: AAA says 
balancing also helps mini-
mize uneven wear and 
tear. Balanced tires are 

achieved by using small 
weights attached to the 
wheels to limit vibration 
of the tire and wheels as 
they turn. New tires should 
be balanced, and tires also 
should be balanced after 
one or more is removed to 
repair a puncture.

• Alignment: Vehicles 
have wheel alignment 
measurements that per-
tain to manufacturers’ 
specifications. Alignment 
that falls outside of the 
range can impact handling, 
fuel economy and tread 
wear. A drift or pull sug-
gests alignment problems 
and should be addressed.

Vehicle owners should 
keep tire inspection and 
maintenance in mind as 
part of their overall car 
care plan.  FC19A295

Tire maintenance keeps 

drivers safe

Courtesy Photo

Vehicle owners should be aware of the routine main-
tenance steps that can keep them safe and improve 
the life expectancy of tires.

ALAMOSA—Alamosa 
Public Library’s Online Re-
source—ChiltonLibrary.
com—provides access to 
repair, maintenance and 
service information for 
popular vehicles.

Need to know how to 
change your car’s oil? 
Or how often you should 
change your spark plugs? 
Alamosa Public Library 
(www.alamosalibrary.
org) is the place to go for 
quick online access to 
repair, maintenance and 
service information on the 
most popular cars, trucks, 
vans and SUVs on the road 
today.

With the addition 
of ChiltonLibrary.com to 
Alamosa Public Library’s 
col lect ion of  onl ine 
resources, experienced 
m e c h a n i c s ,  d o - i t -
yourselfers and students 
in the automotive trades 
now have a 24-hour, 
on-call “mechanic” to 
provide information on 
numerous automobile 
makes, including Ford, 
Chrysler, General Motors, 
Honda and Toyota. A 
valid library card and 
an Internet connection 
are all that’s required to 
access ChiltonLibrary.
com. Alamosa Public Li-
brary patrons can browse 
this powerful resource 
from home (or garage!). 

Anywhere you can con-
nect to the Internet! For 
more information go to 
our Online Resources 
page from our website 
at www.alamosalibrary.
org. 

If you do not have a 
library card, the Alamosa 

Public Library is offer-
ing temporary cards that 
allow you to access the 
Library’s online resources 
during the COVID-19 
closure. Go to:  https://
www.alamosalibrary.org/
resources/sign-up-for-a-
temporary-card/

Chilton library online
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Lifestyle

Spring 2020 season cancelled due to on-going 

COVID-19 pandemic
Colorado High School 

Activities Association  
Commissioner Rhonda 
Blanford-Green, wrote a 
letter to students all over 
the state in reference to 
the cancellation of the 
rest of the sports season 
due to COVID-19

Dear student partici-
pants, coaches, admin-
istrators, officials and 
school communities:

We have proceeded 
with cautious optimism, 
holding on to a thread 
of hope that the spring 
season would be able 
to realistically resume, 
knowing that the health 
and safety of our sports 
communities would dic-
tate our course of action. 
It was our hope to be able 
to create the memories 
because we understood 
what it meant to our 
high school communities 
— especially seniors — 
statewide.

Around the nation, 
more than 30 other state 
associations have made 
the difficult decision to 
cancel their 
spring sea-
s o n .  W e 
hoped that 
C o l o r a d o 
m e d i c a l 
and health 
data would 
provide re-
assurances 
t h a t  w e 
could go in 
a different 
d irect ion . 
U n f o r t u -
nately that 
will not be 
the  case . 
The spring 
2020 sea-
son is can-
celled due 
to the on-
going CO-
V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c 
w h i c h  i s 
a f f e c t i n g 
communi -
ties across the world.

Since March, we have 
continuously sought ad-
vice from state leaders, 
medical professionals, 
educational administra-
tors and facility man-
agers at the state and 
local levels to assess the 
probability of conduct-
ing statewide events 
this spring in a manner 
that would uphold safety 
mandates and recom-
mendations.

On Monday, Governor 
Polis announced a tran-
sition to “Safer at Home” 
guidelines, which in-
cluded the cancellation 
of in-person learning 
for the remainder of the 
school year. The deci-
sions to cancel the spring 
season aligns with these 
new guidelines.

We convened a meeting 
of the Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee on 
Monday evening. The 
group came to a con-
sensus, and stated: “It 
would be impractical and 
irresponsible for the As-
sociation to move forward 
with a spring season in 
the next weeks or even 
the summer months.”

It is with this informa-
tion — the inability to 
ensure operations under 
the protective guidelines, 
statewide accountabil-
ity and public safety 
through all high school 
events — that the Asso-
ciation has cancelled all 
performances, festivals, 

competitions, regular 
season and culminat-
ing CHSAA-sanctioned 
spring activities and ath-
letics for the remainder of 
the 2020 season, ending 
on June 1. 

This decision, unlike 
the many decisions our 
office makes over the 
course of a year, has 
been extremely difficult 
because we are person-
ally connected as former 
participants and officials, 
current parents and 
grandparents of gradu-
ating seniors, as well as 
educators and members 
of our high school com-
munities.

The guidelines,  as 
outlined in previous 
CHSAA spring morato-
rium communications 
will be in place until 
June 1, even if federal 
and state guidelines are 
relaxed. The Association 
will not sanction or con-
duct events after June 1. 
Local school districts will 
determine building usage 
during this time, and af-
ter June 1. (Note: Super-

in tendents 
and Princi-
pals can hold 
m e e t i n g s 
within state 
health guide-
l ines  wi th 
their staff, 
using their 
b u i l d i n g s . 
This does not 
allow for stu-
dent and/or 
coach contact 
in an activ-
ity or athletic 
setting prior 
to June 1.)

After June 
1, all deci-
sions regard-
ing student 
a n d  c o a c h 
contact, vir-
tual  work-
outs, virtual 
tryouts and 
eighth-grade 
contact will 

be made at the local level.
The CHSAA Board of 

Directors, Sports Medi-
cine Advisory Commit-
tee and staff strongly 
recommend that federal 
and state guidelines are 
adhered to after June 1. 
We continue to maintain 
that public safety and 
monitoring of data points 
must take precedence 
over the desire to con-
duct activity and athletic 
practices, camps, scrim-
mages or events.

Our hats are off to the 
many seniors that have 
shown maturity and re-
solve as their culminat-
ing year of high school has 
been impacted beyond 
activities and athletics 
due to this worldwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Class of 2020 will 
not be forgotten.

Our fingers are now 
crossed and our hopes are 
that the Association will 
be able to conduct a fall 
season with some level 
of normalcy. Our office 
will be entirely focused 
on contingency plans for 
the 2020 fall season and 
beyond, should they be 
needed.

We will continue to 
communicate as state, 
local and health agencies 
keep us informed of new 
public health guidelines.

Rhonda  B lan ford -
Green

CHSAA Commissioner

 “It would be 

impractical 

and irrespon-

sible for the 

Association to 

move forward 

with a spring 

season in the 

next weeks or 

even the sum-

mer months.”
A meeting of 

the Sports 

Medicine Advisory 

Committee
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221
HELP WANTED

ALAMOSA MOSQUI-
TO CONTROL District 
is now hiring for sea-
sonal staff. Please visit 
their website www.mos-
quitobytes.org. Click on 
EMPLOYMENT for job 
descriptions and applica-
tions.  Alamosa Mos-
quito Control District is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Must be 18+ 
to apply.(5/8)

SOUTH-CENTRAL 
C O L O R A D O  S E -
NIORS, Inc., the Area 
Agency on Aging is 
looking for a Home De-
livered Meals Driver. 
The job is perfect for 
someone retired or just 
wanting to volunteer! 
1.5 – 2 hours per day, 
Monday through Fri-
day. Requirements: Cur-
rent Driver’s License, 
clean driving record, 
compassionate and ef-
fective communication 
skills with older adults.
South-Central Colorado 
Seniors’ Nutrition Pro-
gram is an EOE and 
an application must be 
completed. Applications 
are available at 1116 3rd 
St. in Alamosa. Call 
719-589-4511 for more 
information.(5/2)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)
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MEMORIALS

221
HELP WANTED

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications 
for (1) Construction 
Technology teacher at 
Centauri High School.  
Applicants applying for 
the position need to hold, 
or be able to obtain, a 
valid CDE teaching li-
cense, have construc-
tion experience (At least 
10,000 hours of verifiable 
work experience), or have 
the education to obtain a 
valid CTE Construction 
endorsement.  Applica-
tions are available at the 
District Office, 17890 US 
Hwy 285, La Jara, CO, 
or can be downloaded at 
www.northconejos.com. 
For more information on 
educational requirements 
to obtain certification 
or to submit application 
contact Mr. Curt Wilson, 
Superintendent.  Applica-
tion deadline is until po-
sition is filled. EOE.(5/2)

221
HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF Ro-
meo is hiring for a Town 
Clerk and A Town Main-
tanance. Both Positions 
are part-time. For details 
and applications contact 
the Romeo Town Hall 
@719-843-5785 on Tues-
day thru Thursday from 
9am to 4pm. The closing 
date is May 15th.(5/1)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
an Alternative Education 
Campus & Online Sec-
ondary Science Teacher.  
The Byron Syring DEL-
TA Center & the Monte 
Vista On-Line Academy 
seek an enthusiastic, in-
teractive, relationship-
based science teacher 
to join a dynamic team 
serving nontraditional 
students.  A complete 
list of desired qualifica-
tions and experience is 
posted on the district 
website.  Monte Vista 
School District offers a 
competitive salary and 
an excellent benefit pack-
age including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
and life coverage.  Ap-
plications may be sub-
mitted by May 5, 2020, 
or until the position is 
filled.  The  application 
may be accessed on the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportuni-
ties.html. For questions 
contact the District Ad-
ministration Office at 
719-852-5996.(5/12)

MEDICAL DIREC-
T O R  P O S I T I O N 
AVAILABLE- A Rural 
Health Clinic in Lake 
City, CO seeks a medical 
director to oversee clini-
cal operations in a beau-
tiful, remote mountain 
town!  The Responsibili-
ties Include: Overseeing 
two seasoned advanced 
practice providers, pro-
viding primary & ur-
gent care to residents & 
tourists, & overseeing 
operations of the labora-
tory & dispensary.  This 
position offers a flexible 
schedule and negotiable 
pay.  Malpractice costs 
would be covered by the 
clinic.  Interested appli-
cants can send their CV 
to:  lakecitymc@gmail.
com OR call (970) 944-
2331 with any questions.  
CV due date is June 15, 
2020.(5/12)

221
HELP WANTED

TOWN OF DEL Norte 
is h i r ing par t-t ime-  
Code Enforcement Of-
ficer. Must be at least 21 
years of age, have a valid 
Colorado driver license 
and be a credible wit-
ness in court and have 
no felony convictions. 
High school diploma or 
the equivalent. Position 
is on year to year basis 
depending on Town bud-
get. Approx. 20 hours a 
work week. Patrols lim-
its of the Town to detect 
and identify violators of 
municipal ordinances 
including vehicle own-
ers, property owners 
and residents.  Inform 
citizens of ordinance 
violations, issue written 
notices of violations, and 
issue written summon 
complaints to offend-
ers. Knowledge of Town 
Codes and experience 
dealing with citizens un-
der stressful situations 
are preferred.  Works 
closely with Del Norte 
Police department. Send 
resume  to Del Norte 
Police Department or 
job application available 
online at delnortecolo-
rado.com and submit-
ted to email address 
delnorte1860@outlook.
com or mailed to Del 
Norte Police Depart-
ment 525 Grand Avenue, 
Del Norte, Co 81132 or 
call 719-657-2600 EOE.
(5/8)

EXPERIENCED HAY 
AND grain farm hand 
needed. signing bonus 
plus wages. Call for 
more info. 719-588-
0207(5/8)

221
HELP WANTED

RIO GRANDE SAV-
INGS & Loan is seeking 
a Mortgage and Consum-
er Loan Officer to join our 
team in the Monte Vista 
office. The Loan Officer 
is responsible for promo-
tion of RGSLA products 
and services, including, 
but not limited to home 
purchase loans, home re-
finances, consumer loans, 
and home construction 
loans. Qualified candi-
dates will have excel-
lent written and verbal 
communication skills, 
superior customer service 
skills, and the ability to 
work independently, as 
well as cooperatively in a 
team environment. Prior 
lending experience or oth-
er applicable experience 
is preferred, but not re-
quired. Salary commen-
surate with experience. 
RGSLA also offers a rich 
benefit program including 
a 401k match and a fam-
ily health insurance plan, 
along with a stable and 
enriching work environ-
ment. For additional in-
formation please contact 
Denise Heersink @ 719-
852-7048 or deniseh@
rgsla.com. Applications 
available at www.rgsla.
com/contact and can be 
submitted to kater@rgsla.
com - deadline is April 27, 
2020.(4/25)

T O R R E S  BU I L D -
ERS, LLC is now hiring  
skilled carpenters and 
laborers.  Please email 
resumes to torresbuild-
ersl lc@outlook.com,  
Call Joe 719-580-5860 
with TORRES BUILD-
ERS LLC.(5/1)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

NOTICE OF PENDING

NON-SIMULTANEOUS EXCHANGE OF STATE LAND

NOTICE is hereby provided that the State Board of Land Commis-
sioners (“Board”) has authorized the initiation of a non-simultaneous 
exchange of land pursuant to Article IX, § 9 of the Colorado Consti-
tution and Colorado Revised Statutes §§ 36-1-124.3 and 124.5 for 
the following parcel of state trust land located in Alamosa County, 
Colorado:
1 acre +/-, Section 16, Township 38 North, Range 9 East of the New 
Mexico Meridian
The surface rights of the above-described parcel are proposed to be 
conveyed by Patent for cash that will be deposited with the State 
Treasurer for the Board to acquire replacement property it identifies 
at a future date. The minerals and all other subsurface rights, and 
access thereto, are reserved.
Under the terms and provisions of Colorado Revised Statute § 36-
1-124.3, the Board will transfer this parcel directly to the Board of 
County Commissioners of Alamosa County, Colorado in accordance 
with Board Order 2020-016. The purpose of the disposal is to benefit 
the Board operations as required by Section 10 of Article IX of the 
State Constitution.
The Board will consider the disposal at a public meeting on a future 
date that is at least sixty days beyond the first notification date of this 
Notice at the offices of the State Land Board, 1127 Sherman Street, 
2nd Floor, Denver, Colorado, 80203.
The minimum exchange price for the parcel is $30,000. 
The publication of this Notice on April 3, 2020, begins a public no-
tice period during which written comments may be submitted to the 
Board. To be considered, comments must be received in writing or in 
email by 5 p.m. on May 1, 2020, by Matthew LaFontaine, 1127 Sher-
man Street, Suite 300, Denver, CO 80203 or matthew.lafontaine@
state.co.us. 
Comments on the proposed direct exchange must be clearly marked 
“Comments on the Mount Pleasant School Site Direct Transaction”. 
The Board will hear and receive testimony and evidence, and con-
sider all timely comments at their public meeting, currently scheduled 
for July 8th, 2020 beginning at or around 8:00 a.m. at the offices of 
the State Land Board.  Due to the possibility that the time and location 
of public meetings may change, check the Board’s website for the 
latest information at: 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/statelandboard/public-meetings.
Newspaper: The Valley Courier
Publication Dates: 4/3/2020, 4/10/2020, 4/17/2020, 4/24/2020                           
RE Transaction: 19-015
No. 1385
Published in the Valley Courier on April 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2020.

NOTICE OF PENDING

NON-SIMULTANEOUS EXCHANGE

NOTICE is hereby provided that the State Board of Land Commis-
sioners (“Board”) has authorized a non-simultaneous exchange (“Ex-
change”) pursuant to Article IX, § 9 of the Colorado Constitution and 
§ 36-1-124.5, CRS for the following parcel of state trust land below 
described:     
PARCEL A
TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST OF THE NEW MEXICO 
MERIDIAN
SECTION 27: NW1/4, containing 160 acres, more or less
PARCEL B
TOWNSHIP 33 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST OF THE NEW MEXICO 
MERIDIAN
SECTION 28: NE1/4SE1/4, containing 40 acres, more or less
Altogether the (“State Property”)
(The legal description for the State Property may be modified by a 
final survey)
SUBJECT TO any and all covenants, restrictions, easements and 
rights-of-way, whether or not of record. Only the surface rights of the 
State Property are proposed to be conveyed by patent for cash that 
will be deposited with the State Treasurer for the Board to acquire 
replacement property it identifies at a future date. All mineral rights, 
including sand and gravel, all subsurface rights, all Denver Basin 
groundwater, and geothermal rights, if any, and access thereto on 
the State Property, are reserved to the Board. Each parcel described 
above requires a separate cash bid. The minimum acceptable value 
to bid for the surface rights of the State Property in this Exchange is 
set at Parcel A: $144,000 and Parcel B: $40,000.  
The publication of this notice on April 17, 2020 begins the 4-week 
public notice period required by 36-1-124(1), C.R.S.
All comments on the Exchange must be clearly marked “Comments 
on the Mogote Parcels Exchange”. Comments must be emailed to 
matthew.lafontaine@state.co.us or mailed to Matthew LaFontaine, 
Acquisition and Disposition Manager, 1127 Sherman Street, Suite 
300, Denver, Colorado 80203 (“Submission Address”).
All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope on the Board’s Appli-
cation for Acquisition of State Trust Land with a $100 non-refundable 
fee. The sealed envelope must be clearly marked “Bid for the Mogote 
Parcels Exchange” followed by the parcel(s) being bid upon. A sepa-
rate application and fee must be provided for each parcel.  Bids must 
be mailed or delivered in person to the Submission Address. Bids 
received without the fee or via facsimile or electronic mail will not be 
considered. 
All sealed bids and comments must be received by 3 p.m. on May 
27, 2020 (“Bid Deadline”). Bids and comments received after the Bid 
Deadline will not be considered.  
Board staff will open the sealed bids, if any, on the Bid Deadline at the 
State Land Board main offices at 1127 Sherman Street, Suite 300, 
Denver, CO 80203, to verify that the bids received meet the mini-
mum requirements. In the event that Executive Order D 2020 017 or 
any subsequent extension in kind is in effect as of the Bid Deadline, 
participants may call into the bid opening at (303) 866-3454 x3334. 
If only one bid is received and it meets the minimum requirements 
specified herein, Board staff is authorized to approve such bid as 
the successful bidder(s). If multiple or alternative bids are received, 
all bids meeting the minimum requirements specified herein, will be 
presented to the Board in open session at a future Board meeting. 
The Board will review all bids presented and determine, at its sole 
discretion, which bid best meets the needs of the trust(s) the par-
cels benefit. The Board reserves the right to reject all bids for the 
State Property and the right to withdraw the parcel from availabil-
ity for any exchange or transaction. Following the Board’s or Board 
staff’s determination of the successful bidder(s), Board staff will notify 
the successful bidder(s), if any. The State Land Board reserves the 
right to require a best and final bid on each of these transactions. 
Participation in the bidding process does not create any rights until 
the Board or Board staff has approved the successful bidder(s) and 
a contract has been fully signed by both parties.  All costs incurred in 
the submission of any comments or bids are solely at the expense of 
the party submitting such comments and/or bids, and the Board shall 
in no event be liable for any such costs. 
A more detailed description of the above-described State Property 
and additional information and bid application forms can be obtained 
online at:    
colorado.gov/statelandboard/proposals-bids
The State Land Board has not made, does not make, and specifically 
negates and disclaims any representations, warranties, promises, 
covenants, agreements, or guaranties of any kind or character what-
soever, whether express or implied, verbal or written, past, present, 
or future, of, as to, concerning or with respect to the State Property 
including, but not limited to: (a) the value, nature, quality, or condition 
of the State Property, including, without limitation, the water, soil, and 
geology; (b) the income to be derived from the State Property; (c) 
the suitability of the State Property for any and all activities and uses 
which successful bidder(s) may conduct thereon; (d) the compliance 
of or by the State Property or its operation with any laws, rules, or-
dinances, or regulations of any applicable governmental authority or 
body; (e) the habitability, merchantability, marketability, profitability, or 
fitness for a particular purpose of the State Property; (f) the existence 
of any access to the parcel(s) from public thoroughfares; or (g) any 
other matter with respect to the State Property.
The successful bidder(s) will be required to cooperate with the Board 
in complying with the mandates of CRS § 36-1-118(4)(a) and (b) and 
§ 36-1-119.  
Newspaper: The Valley Courier 
Publication Dates: 4/17/2020, 4/24/2020, 5/1/2020, 5/8/2020
Transaction: TRXN 19-014 MOGOTE PARCELS - Public Notice
No. 1396
Published in the Valley Courier on April 17, 24, May 1, and 8, 2020.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids in an envelope marked or emailed with the subject line: 
EAST ALAMOSA WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
US 160 AND SH 17 INTERSECTION PROJECT
Bids will be received until May 7, 2020 at 1:00 PM Mountain Time by 
East Alamosa Water and Sanitation District at 10 Costilla Avenue, 
Alamosa, Colorado 81101 or at jamie@eastalamosaws.org. 
Plans, Specifications and bid forms are available online at http://www.
rgengineers.com/project-bidding.html.  
The US 160 and SH 17 INTERSECTION PROJECT will consist of 
abandoning an existing sanitary sewer line and replacing it with ap-
proximately 606 LF of 8-inch PVC, 4 manholes, 2 service connec-
tions, the removal and replacement of one fire hydrant and the re-
location of a 2-inch remote read metering station. This project will 
be under the cover of a larger CDOT project known as “Federal Aid 
Project No. FSA 1602-159 US HIGHWAY No. 160 Construction Proj-
ect Code No. 21138”. The CDOT project contractor will remove the 
existing asphalt pavement for the US 160 and SH 17 Intersection 
Project, provide traffic control for the entire project duration and will 
provide intersection re-alignment and concrete paving of the ultimate 
roadway section. The project will require the contractor to coordinate 
with other utilities and contractors. The installation of the proposed 
sanitary sewer will be phased and may require two mobilizations 
and demobilizations. The phasing may be subject to changes as the 
CDOT contractor is selected.  
RG and Associates, LLC
By: Gary E. Welp, P.E., CFM
Senior Project Manager
No. 1405
Published in the Valley Courier on April 17, 24, and May 1, 2020.

District Court

Rio Grande County, Colorado
Court Address:
925 6th St., Del Norte, CO 81132
Parent/Petitioner: Jessica Trujillo
for Minor Child: Stone Palmgren
For a Change of Name to: Stone Trujillo
Case Number: 2020CV5
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on April 14, 2020 that a Petition for a Change 
of Name of a Minor Child has been filed with the Rio Grande Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
Stone Walker Palmgren
be changed to 
Stone Walker Trujillo
By Pearl Gutierrez
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 1410
Published in the Valley Courier on April 22, 24, and 25, 2020.

District Court

Rio Grande County, Colorado
Court Address:
925 6th St., Del Norte, CO 81132
Parent/Petitioner: Jessica Trujillo
for Minor Child: Zane Palgrem
For a Change of Name to: Zane Trujillo
Case Number: 2020CV4
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on April 14, 2020 that a Petition for a Change 
of Name of a Minor Child has been filed with the Rio Grande Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
Zane Edward Palmgren
be changed to 
Zane Edward Trujillo
By Pearl Gutierrez
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 1411
Published in the Valley Courier on April 22, 24, and 25, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Conejos County Commissioners along with the Conejos Sheriffs are 
proposing to adopt a new revised fire ordinance for Conejos County.
Said ordinance is up for review on the Conejos County Website - 
conejoscounty.org. Ordinance was also published in the Valley Cou-
rier on Wednesday April 22nd 2020.  
A public hearing will be held at 9:45 a.m. on Thursday May 7th 2020 
at the Conejos County Courthouse, Commissioner’s Room to obtain 
citizen views and to respond to question related to the proposed fire 
ban.
Written comments are also welcome and must be received by May 
6, 2020 at the Conejos County Commissioners office located at 6683 
County Rd. 13 Conejos. CO.  or mailed to P. O. Box 157 Conejos, CO 
81129 in care of Tressesa Martinez County Administrator.  
NO. 1413
Published in the Valley Courier on April 24 and 25, 2020.

101
MEMORIALS

163
LOST & FOUND

LOST A PAIR of men’s 
black work boots on W. 
Hwy 160 on way to a fire 
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser be-
fore Del Viento Road. 
If found please call 719-
580-0398.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is 
looking for highly mo-
tivated Middle School 
Science Teacher that 
has a desire to teach 
and the ability to pass 
their passion of learn-
ing onto students. For 
more information please 
contact Mr. Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org. 
Teaching applications 
may be downloaded 
from sdc.schooldesk.
net. Positions open until 
filled.(4/25)
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MEMORIALS

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL Dist r ic t 
is accept ing appl i-
cations for a Third 
Grade Teacher.   A 
complete list of de-
sired qualifications 
a nd  exp er ience  i s 
posted on the district 
website. Monte Vista 
School District offers 
a competitive salary 
and an excellent ben-
efit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage.  Applica-
tions may be submit-
ted by May 5, 2020, 
or until the position is 
filled.  The  applica-
tion may be accessed 
on the district web-
site http://ww2.monte.
k12 .co.us /employ-
ment-opportunities.
html. For questions 
contact the District 
Administration Office 
at 719-852-5996.(5/12)



221
HELP WANTED

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
now accepting applica-
tions for a .5 graphic 
design & photography 
teacher. Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License, or 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Please 
submit a District ap-
plication, resume, cover 
letter, transcripts and 
credentials to apply@
s o u t h c o n e j o s . c o m . 
Deadline 4/16/2020.
(4/16)

THE SAN LUIS Care 
Center in Alamosa are 
currently taking appli-
cations for the follow-
ing positions: Full Time 
night shift RN, PRN 
Nurses/all shifts, Full 
Time Nurse Staff De-
velopment Coordinator 
, PRN Cook, PRN Diet 
Aide, and PRN Hostess. 
Please apply in person 
at the San Luis Care 
Center, 240 Craft Drive 
in Alamosa or call 719-
589-9081.(4/29)

MONTE VISTA ES-
TATES Nursing Home 
is seeking a full time day 
shift RN to add to our 
amazing team! Shift is 
6am-6:30 PM-Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday 
(one week) Thursday, 
Friday Saturday (second 
week) rotating schedule. 
The open positions are 
essential roles in the 
overall care offered to 
our residents. Seeking 
a full time day shift 
CNA Seeking a full time 
evening shift (2-10) shift 
CNA. If you love work-
ing with the elderly and 
enjoy making a differ-
ence in the lives of our 
residents, please contact 
us. We look forward 
to having you join our 
team.(5/8)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for a 
Secondary Spanish /
PE Teacher. Applicants 
must have a cur rent 
Colorado teaching li-
cense. Applications can 
be downloaded at www.
sanfordschools.org. San-
ford School is an EOE 
& E.(5/5)

221
HELP WANTED

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL district is 
accepting applications 
for middle school girls 
volleyball coach.  Ap-
plicants must be will-
ing to meet all CHSAA 
guidelines.  For more 
information, contact Mr. 
Lucero at mlucero@
sierragrandeschool.net.  
Applications are avail-
able at Sierra Grande 
School district at 17523 
Hwy 160, Blanca, Co 
81123 or www.sierra-
grandeschool.net.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
open until filled.  Sierra 
Grande is an equal op-
portunity employer.(5/8)

SIERRA GRANDE 
SCHOOL district is 
accepting applications 
for Girls high school 
head basketball coach;  
applicants must be will-
ing to meet all CHSAA 
guidelines.  For more 
information, please see 
the school  website for 
detailed information or 
contact Mr. Lucero at 
mlucero@sierragrande-
school.net.  Applications 
available on website or 
at Sierra Grande School 
District at 17523 Hwy 
160, Blanca, Co 81123 
or www.sierragrande-
school.net.  Application 
deadline is open until 
filled. Sierra Grande is 
an equal opportunity 
employer.(5/8)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
a Middle School Math 
Teacher. A complete list 
of desired qualifications 
and experience is posted 
on the district website. 
Monte Vista School Dis-
trict offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage. Applications 
may be submitted to the 
District Office, 345 E. 
Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, until 
the position is filled. 
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportu-
nities.html or call 719-
852-5996.(4/28)

221
HELP WANTED

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for a Second Grade 
Teacher. A complete 
list of desired quali-
fications and experi-
ence is posted on the 
district website. Monte 
Vista School District 
offers a competitive 
salary and an excellent 
benefit package includ-
ing employee health, 
dental, vision, and life 
coverage. Applications 
may be submitted to 
the District Office, 345 
E. Prospect Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144, by 
April 23, 2020, or un-
til position is filled.  
Applications may be 
downloaded from the 
district website http://
ww2.monte.k12.co.us/
employment-opportu-
nities.html or call 719-
852-5996.(4/28)

COUNTY ADMIN-
ISTRATOR-- HINS-
DALE County is seek-
ing to hire a County 
Administ rator. This 
posit ion di rects the 
day-to-day operations 
of Hinsdale County in 
accordance with poli-
cies and other direc-
tion provided by the 
H i nsda le  Boa rd  of 
County Commission-
ers. Hinsdale County is 
located in southwestern 
Colorado and has 843 
residents plus season-
al and second home 
owners. The annual 
budget expenditures 
(all funds) for 2020 is 
$5,745,653. Hinsdale 
County employs 34 full 
time and 8 part time 
employees .  County 
services include: Road 
and Bridge, Coroner, 
Building, Code En-
forcement, Transfer 
Station, Sheriff, Health 
& Human Services, 
General Administration 
and other. For a full job 
description, please con-
tact accounting@hins-
dalecountycolorado.us 
or 970-944-2225 ext. 
103 or check the County 
website at: https://www.
colorado.gov/pacific/
hinsdalecounty/human-
resources-7. Applica-
tions are due May 1st 
at 4:00 p.m. MST.(5/9)

221
HELP WANTED

TH E U PPER R IO 
Grande (previously Del 
Norte) School District 
is  seek ing appl ica-
tions for a Jr/Sr High 
School Principal for the 
2020/2021 school year.  
Applicants must hold a 
current Colorado Prin-
cipal license.  Previous 
experience as a Princi-
pal or Asst. Principal 
is preferred.  Applica-
tions may be obtained 
online at www.dncsd.
org.  Please submit your 
application, resume, and 
cover letter to: Chris 
Burr, Superintendent, 
cburr@urtigers.co, 719-
657-4040.(5/9) 

SANFORD SCHOOL 
IS seeking a self-moti-
vated special education 
paraprofessional willing 
to assist with multiple 
grade levels K-12 for 
the 20-21 school year.  
Duties include small 
group,  one-on-one in-
struction, assist with 
lesson planning, and 
curriculum.  Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org  Position opened 
until f i l led. Sanford 
Schools is an EOE.(5/9)

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is 
seeking a girls Mid-
dle School Basketball 
coach for the 2020 / 
2021 season.  For more 
information contact 
Brady Stagner at 719-
378-2310 or bstagner@
sangreschools.org. Ap-
plications are available 
at sdc.schooldesk.net.
(4/25)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seek-
ing a girls High School 
Basketball coach for 
the 2020 / 2021 season.  
For more information 
contact Brady Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org. 
Applications are avail-
able at sdc.schooldesk.
net.(4/25)

JONES OIL COM-
PANY seeking route 
drivers. Need to have 
CDL Class A or B with 
hazmat and tanker en-
dorsement. Clean MVR. 
Must be 21 or older. 
Call 719-754-2221 for 
application.(5/27)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFAL-
FA AND grass/alfalfa, 
small bales $7.00 in hay 
shed (719) 580-2509.
(5/14)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

351
LIVESTOCK

P IG S F OR SA L E 
$1.00 lb. live weight. 
570-395-0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

RAMSEY 12 VOLT 
P r o  8 0 0 0 R  S e r i e s 
#817508 wench 93 ft. 
5/16 cable.  Remote 
switch, roller fairlead. 
719-852-2285 (10/22-
TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PI E S  who  n e e d  a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the 
euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the 
number one way to stop 
pet overpopulation. If 
your pet has had pup-
pies contact us. We will 
take the puppies into 
our rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

A LL DOGS A D -
O P T E D  F R O M 
THE VALLEY HU-
M A N E  L E AGU E 
H AV E  T O  B E 
SPAYED OR NEU-
T ER ED BEFOR E 
GOING TO THEIR 
NEW HOME. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to 
adopt kittens? Help 
t rap/neuter/release 
e f f o r t s?  D o n a t e 
food/litter/supplies? 
Low cost spay/neuter 
clinic for cats. http://
www.catsa l iveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)

FREE TO GOOD 
home. Adults  and 
kittens. NO MOUS-
E R S  O R  B A R N 
CATS. Spay/neuter 
cl in ics coming to 
Alamosa in near fu-
ture. Call Donna K 
719-589-5952 or 719-
580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

L O OK I NG F OR 
A 2 or 3 bedroom 
Mobile Home 1981 
or higher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

W A N T E D  T O 
LEASE or lease-to-
own pasture or hay 
grounds. Call 719-
850-1680.(4/25)

525
GUNS

Z ACH’S EU RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

STUDIO APART-
M E N T ,  V E R Y 
c l e a n .  A l l  u t i l i -
ties included. $450 
mont h .  Ca l l  719 -
480-9893.(5/13)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

GORGEOUS, FUL-
LY RENOVATED 
home converted into 
two, two bedroom 
a p a r t m e n t s .  N o 
smoking, great credit 
only. Pets negotiable. 
Call 719-588-7819.
(4/28)

614 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR RENT

MOBI LE HOM E 
LOTS for  rent  i n 
Sanford.  Elect r ic-
ity, water, and sewer 
hookups. Quiet and 
clean. RV’s welcome. 
$250 mth. Call 719-
580-8063.(4/24)

702 - AUTOS 
FOR SALE

2011 FORD SHEL-
BY  C o b r a ,  g l a s s 
roof. 15,000 miles. 
$48,500/obo,  Ca l l 
719-588-5198.(6/17)

715 - 4X4 
VEHICLES

2 01 9  GMC  AT4 , 
loaded. 2,700 miles. 
$53,0 0 0/obo.  Ca l l 
719-588-5198.(6/17)

717
WATER SHARES

6 0 0 0  GA L L O N S 
MIDDLEMIST Wa-
ter for sale. Dividend 
goes with sale. 719-
580-2915.(5/9)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop
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DEAR ABBY: I am a 
39-year-old woman, recently 
separated. I have been see-
ing a 45-year-old man who 
is also separated, but not 
divorced from his wife. We 
have been a couple for about 
a year. I don’t understand 
why he doesn’t get a divorce. 

 When his wife (who has 
also been seeing someone 
for more than a year) found 
out we were seeing each 
other, it got ugly. She came 
to our place of employment 
(her ex and I work in the 
same place, different depart-
ments) and tried to get me 
fired. Fortunately, she was 
unsuccessful, and she tried 
to get physical. She told me 
she is his wife -- she told 
him as well -- and said she 
tells him what to do, and she 
“owns him.” At that point I 
had to stop seeing him. 

 After a month apart, I 
became really depressed, 
and we hooked back up. We 
go out and enjoy each other’s 
company, and the sex is 
AMAZING. He told me he 
has never felt like this with 
any other woman nor has he 
ever introduced anyone to 
his daughter (who loves me 
dearly). We are taking things 
slower and more carefully, 
but I am falling in love. 

 He tells me he misses me 
when we are intimate and 
how grateful he is for me, but 
it isn’t enough. I want more, 
but I don’t want to scare 
him away. Is this a dead 
end? Should I be patient, 
or should I just walk away? 
-- IT’S COMPLICATED IN 
THE EAST

 DEAR COMPLICATED: 

I have to wonder why, after 
a year, you are not in the 
process of being divorced. 
You also need some straight 
answers about what keeps 
this man under his wife’s 
thumb. The woman appears 
to have serious mental is-
sues. Is the reason financial? 
Emotional? Once you know, 
you will have a better idea 
of what to do. 

 I am troubled by the fact 
that your boyfriend’s wife 
is so volatile. As it stands, 
that woman is controlling 
not only him but also you, 
and that’s not healthy.

 DEAR ABBY: I was 
raised in a very strict house-
hold. At 19, I left home and 
never looked back. Today, I 
am 54, divorced and own my 
own home. 

 My mother passed away, 
and my father moved in with 
me a few months ago because 
he didn’t like living alone. I 
have had to make several ad-
justments to accommodate 
him.

 The problem is, he’s 
extremely traditional and 
refuses to change his way 
of thinking where I am 
concerned. In his eyes, I am 
still his child, and I should 
respect and abide by his 
rules.

 I have a boyfriend who 
lives several miles away. 
When he visits, I would 
like him to spend the night 
with me in my room. My dad 
insists (demands) that my 
boyfriend sleep on the couch 
or in the guest bedroom. He 
has informed me that it is 
my choice, but if I don’t abide 
by his wishes (demands), he 

will refuse to talk with my 
boyfriend, which undoubt-
edly will cause stress in my 
relationship. 

 I have told my father that I 
am a grown woman and that 
I refuse to give up my free-
dom to accommodate him in 
this area. After all, this is my 
home. How should I handle 
this? -- ALL GROWN UP IN 
ARKANSAS

 DEAR ALL GROWN: If 
you knuckle under to Dear 
Old Dad’s demands, you are 
making a big mistake. Sit 
him down, “remind” him 
that you are no longer a little 
girl and if he cannot accept 
that you are an adult with 
needs of your own and be 
respectful to your boyfriend, 
he will no longer be welcome 
to live under your roof. Do 
not try to placate him or 
you will be living the rest of 
your father’s life in a second 
childhood, and it won’t be a 
happy one.
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Woman questions why man 

won’t pull trigger on divorce


