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Graduation 
information

ALAMOSA — Schools 

of the San Luis Valley, 

please submit the details 

of  your 2020 graduation 

to the Valley Courier to 

help get the word out 

to family and friends on 

how they can safely view 

their seniors finalize their 

high school experience. 

SCSD 

kindergarten
ANTONITO — South 

Conejos School District 

will have preschool and 

kindergarten registra-

tion on May 20th from 

8:00 am to 12:00 pm at 

13099 County RD G in 

Antonito. Guardians are 

asked to bring immuniza-

tion records and a birth 

certificate for their child. 

For more information call 

719-376-7001. 

Second valley outbreak adds to 

cumulative case count total
SLV

 Emergency 
Daily COVID-19 

update
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Tuesday, including 
results returned from the 
outbreak in Center, there 
is now a total number of 
positive cases for the SLV 
of 106. Sixteen of those 
cases were hospitalized, 
and 32 have completed iso-
lation. County case counts 
and other San Luis Valley 
data are updated week-
days at slvemergency.org/
slv-covid-19.

Public health agencies 
in Rio Grande County 
and Saguache County 

continue to follow up on 
the outbreak at the Moun-
tain King Spud Growers 
potato warehouse facil-
ity in Center. An out-
break is defined as two 
or more positive COVID 
cases in a workplace or 
other non-household facil-
ity or group. Valley-Wide 
Health Systems collabo-
rated to support employee 
testing. So far 25 positive 
test results have been re-
ceived related to this out-
break. Those results will 
affect overall COVID-19 
case counts in Saguache, 
Rio Grande, and Alamosa 
Counties. Mountain King 
has decided to voluntarily 
close the facility for an 
additional 14 days for 

cleaning, as well as to en-
courage needed isolation 
and quarantine to prevent 
further spread of the vi-
rus. Employees who have 
tested positive should 
be isolating themselves 
from others. Household 
members and other close 

contacts of those who have 
tested positive should 
also self-quarantine at 
home. Those in isolation 
and those in quarantine 
should not leave home for 
any reason except to seek 
medical care as directed 
by their medical provider. 

Reopening the SLV:
It has now been a few 

weeks since our first 
non-essential businesses 
reopened and both the 
public and business own-
ers have started adjusting 
to this new phase. 

SLV Small Business is 

ready for action

■ See COVID page 3

Two counties 

receive variance 

on state orders
By KEITH R. 

CERNY
Courier Publisher

VALLEY– Both Rio 
Grande and Mineral coun-
ties are among the early 
recipients of a variance 
request on specific sec-
tions of the latest public 
health order from the 
state, “Safer at Home,” 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Variances were submit-
ted to and considered by 
the Colorado Department 
of Public Health and En-
vironment.

Emily Brown, direc-
tor of the Rio Grande 
County Public Health 
Department, announced 
Tuesday that the variance 
will allow specific types 
of businesses to reopen 
with specific restrictions 
including restaurants, 
gyms, places of worship 
and RV parks. All four 

areas will be allowed 30 
percent capacity.

Mineral County’s vari-
ance request filed on May 
7th specified restaurants 
and places of worship 
reopening with guide-
lines but did not include 
bars. Restaurants will 
be allowed to sell alcohol 
with food/meal orders 
only, and take-out and 
delivery are still highly 
encouraged.

Creede places of wor-
ship are encouraged to 
continue online services 
as much as possible and 
when offering on-site ser-
vices to operate with strict 
physical distancing prac-
tices, separating families 
by at least six feet.

Non-essential travel to 
and from Mineral County 
is still being discouraged 
and notice has been made 
to appropriate property 
owners prohibiting short-

term vacation rentals 
for less than 30 days for 
non-essential workers. 
Hotels, guest ranches and 
B&Bs were given specific 
guidelines per local, state 
and federal health recom-
mendations.

In Rio Grande County, 
the CDPHE specifies that 
the variance can be re-
scinded if positive tests ex-
ceed 10 percent of overall 
tests conducted. The num-
ber of active positive cases 

for investigation cannot 
exceed 10 at one time 
and the use of COVID-19 
hospital beds available in 
the valley does not exceed 
60 percent.

Brown’s email notice 
to the Rio Grande com-
munity specified that 
employees must still wear 
facial coverings, provide 
accommodations to sup-
port vulnerable employees 
and customers, maintain 
physical distancing and 

monitor for symptoms, etc.
“Please -- remember 

we are still under the 
Colorado ‘Safer at Home” 
Order,” Brown wrote. “In 
order to protect our com-
munity and to continue to 
allow businesses to oper-
ate safely for you and their 
employees, please follow 
local and state guidance, 
as well as practicing the 
common sense and gener-
osity for others that I know 
this County possesses.”

Courier photo

The SLV Small Business Coalition stands behind Representative Don Valdez (front 
left) and Senator Larry Crowder (front right) figuratively and literally. More  than 
25 small business owners and their spouses showed up to Cole Park on Tuesday 
to film a video to raise awareness about the problems small business owners 
face in this unprecedented crisis. Look for the video to be released Thursday 
on the SLVSBC’s Facebook page @slvbusinesscoalition. 

COVID-19 Rapid Response and Recovery Fund launched 
to aid small businesses and nonprofits in rural Colorado
ALAMOSA — In part-

nership with ZOMA Foun-
dation, Catena Founda-
tion, and Gates Fam-
ily Foundation, nonprofit 
First Southwest Com-
munity Fund (FSWCF) is 
establishing a $3 million 
COVID-19 Rapid Re-
sponse & Recovery Loan 
Fund to offer affordable 
loans to rural businesses 
and nonprofits affected by 
the COVID-19 crisis, with 
the goal to protect jobs and 
invest in our communities 
in the short, medium and 
long-term.

“We are seeing an im-
mediate need in our rural 
communities for access 
to capital to cope with 
the crisis situation and 
recovery efforts,” said 
Cass Walker, FSWCF 
Executive Director. “We’re 
thrilled to partner with 
ZOMA Foundation, Cat-
ena Foundation and Gates 
Family Foundation to 
help rural Colorado have 

access to the flexible and 
affordable capital it needs 
right now.”

The fund will expand ac-
cess to loans with deferred 
interest and low-fixed 
interest rates thereaf-
ter, similar to state and 
federal relief programs. 
Businesses can apply 
for loans from $10,000 
to $100,000 at a 3.5% 
interest rate, for a 7-year 
term, and payments will 
be deferred for the first 
six months. Capital can be 
used for working capital 
and operating funds. The 
loan fund will serve all of 
rural Colorado, with a fo-
cus on the Southwest and 
Southern counties. The 
fund is open to for-profits 
and nonprofits, with a 
focus on those who are 
having difficulties access-
ing traditional financing 
including industries high-
ly-affected by COVID-19; 
businesses providing es-
sential services to their 

communities; women, mi-
nority, and veteran-owned 
businesses; businesses 
creating impact through 
job creation and retention, 
and businesses with envi-
ronmentally sustainable 
practices.

“Small and medium 
businesses are the life-
blood of rural communi-
ties across Colorado. It is 
critical they have access to 
working capital to manage 
this crisis and build resil-
iency long-term,” said Ben 
Walton, co-founder of the 
ZOMA Foundation. “FSW-
CF has been a long-time 
champion, highly engaged 
with rural Colorado com-
munities in economic de-
velopment and job growth 
efforts. We’re excited to 
partner with them again 
to swiftly meet the urgent 
needs of more businesses 
statewide.”

“Small businesses are 
the engines of Colorado’s 
rural economies, yet too 

often these owners have 
little to no access to capi-
tal to weather financial 
storms,” said Sue Dorsey, 
Senior Vice President for 
Finance and Adminis-
tration at Gates Family 
Foundation. “This Fund 
will get low-cost, flexible 
capital flowing to Colo-
rado’s rural communities, 
and we are excited to 
collaborate with FSWCF, 
Zoma, and Catena to 
help ensure small busi-

nesses can survive and 
ultimately thrive through 
this crisis.”

The Rapid Response and 
Recovery Fund is support-
ed by ZOMA Foundation, 
Catena Foundation and 
Gates Family Founda-
tion and will launch with 
$3 million in capital. For 
more information please 
visit www.fswcf.org/co-
vid-19. Other funders 
interested in partnering 
on this fund, or creating 
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alamosa Ma-
sonic Hall, 512 San Juan 
Ave.  Call Sharon at 589-
4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-

580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@
hotmail.com

SOUTH FORK — 
Kiwanis meets every 
Thursday at 8 a.m. at the 
Feelin' Good Coffeehouse 
in South Fork. Contact: 
Karen Miller, 719-873-
5466 or email mkmiller-
mink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets ev-
ery Tuesday evening 
at the College Heights 
Baptist Church at 2035 

Church Avenue in Ala-
mosa. Weigh-in is at 5:30 
p.m. with an informative 
meeting at 6:15. Anyone 
interested in having 
weight loss support is 
welcome to attend a free 
meeting or call Doris at 
589-6396 for more infor-
mation.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

VALLEY — The 
San Luis Valley of-
fers many Alcoholics 
Anonymous groups. 

A.A. members’ pri-
mary purpose is to 
stay sober and help 
other alcoholics to 
achieve sobriety.

Fo l l owing  are 
District 3 San Luis 
Valley AA 12-Step 
Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that 
we are not affiliated 
with any outside 
organizations, but 
in the spirit of coop-
eration, we list these 
meeting schedules 
for friends and fam-
ily. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred 

Heart Parish Center 
at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 
108 W Galena Ave., 
Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 
607 4th St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s 
Meeting at Masonic 
Hall, 598 Spruce St., 
Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 
304 Walnut St., La 

Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain 
View Presbyterian 
Church at 2nd and 
Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 
2005 Mullens, Ala-
mosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of 
San Luis at 403 Main 
St., San Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park 
in Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall at 598 Spruce, 
Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church at 
607 4th St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone 
Bapt i s t  Church , 
County Rd. T, Cres-
tone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 
304 Walnut St., La 
Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church 
at 751 Lincoln St., 
Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edi-
son, Alamosa. 

 

SATURDAY
5:30 pm. at 929 State 

Ave., Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citizen’s 
Building at 710 Main 
St., Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church 
at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

For schedule chang-
es, please contact your 
group service represen-
tative (GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country Club 

Dr.  Monte Vista
WEDNESDAY

5:30 p.m. SLV Behav-
ior Health Group at 8745 
CR 9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 
St., Alamosa

7  p .m.  Cres tone 
Town Hall, downtown 
Crestone (second and 
fourth Thursdays)

Harold Gilbert Skinner
ALAMOSA — The 

Reverend Harold Gilbert 
Skinner age 92 of Hickory 
North Carolina passed 
away Friday, May 8, 
2020, with his loving wife 
Nancy by his side. He was 
born December 20, 1927, 
in Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina, the son of the 
late Edgar D. Skinner 
and Lillian Heilig Skin-
ner. He earned his Eagle 
Scout award and his pilot’s 
license before graduating 
as valedictorian of Rocky 
Mount High School in 
1946.  

After serving in the 
United States Army Air 
Force from 1946-1948 he 
attended Lenoir-Rhyne 
College in Hickory, NC 
graduating as valedic-
torian in 1952. He was 
elected freshman and 
senior class president and 
best all-round male senior. 
Harold started dating his 
beloved wife Nancy Foil 
during their freshman 
year where they worked 
serving family-style meals 
in the dining hall. They 
were married on August 

1, 1953.  
Harold and Nancy 

moved to Chicago where 
he received his Masters 
in Divinity from Chicago 
Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in 1956 and was 
ordained as a Lutheran 
pastor on June 10, 1956, 
by the North Carolina 
Synod. He served his In-
ternship in Albuquerque, 
NM where their daugh-
ter Elizabeth was born.  
Their son David was born 
in Cheyenne, WY when 
Harold served as Mission 
Developer and pastor of 
Christ Lutheran Church 

from 1956-1958.  He was 
pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Cañon City, CO 
and was the first manager 
of Rainbow Trail Luther-
an Camp in Hillside, CO 
from 1958-1962.  Their 
son Mark was born there.

The family moved to 
Greenville, SC where he 
served as pastor of St. 
Michael Lutheran Church 
from 1962-1973. 

From 1973- to 1982 
Harold was pastor of Wit-
tenberg Lutheran Church 
and Director of Karl 
W. Kinard Conference 
Center in Leesville, SC. 
He finished his pastoral 
career in Cherryville, 
NC from 1982-1992. He 
served two terms on the 

South Carolina Lutheran 
Synod Executive Commit-
tee and two terms on the 
North Carolina Lutheran 
Synod Council.  He was a 
delegate to two National 
Church Conventions and 
served as District Dean 
in the South Carolina 
Synod and Conference 
Dean in the North Caro-
lina Synod.  He organized 
high school backpacking 
trips on the Appalachian 
Trail through Camp Lu-
theridge from 1971-1979. 
He continued hiking with 
his fellow pastors for 48 
years.

 He and Nancy retired 
to Hickory, NC, return-
ing to live near their be-
loved Lenoir-Rhyne Col-
lege where they attended 
countless football and 
basketball games, music 

concerts and plays. He and 
Nancy were very active in 
the Lenoir-Rhyne College 
Alumni Association, serv-
ing as national co-chairs 
of the Annual Fund. They 
were both conferred the 
Trustee Award of Lenoir-
Rhyne on August 5, 2005. 
They traveled the world 
as members of the Air-
stream Caravan Club.  
He served as President 
of the Piedmont North 
Carolina Unit, was Re-
gion 3 Chaplain and was 
a devotional leader at the 
International Airstream 
Rally, travelling on count-
less Airstream Caravans.

Survivors include his 
wife of 66 years, Nancy 
Foil Skinner; daughter 
Elizabeth Skinner (Chris 
Wilmot) of New York City; 
son David Skinner (Fae) of 

Dallas, TX; and son Mark 
Skinner (Lou Ann Ches-
lock Skinner) of Alamosa, 
CO.  He is also survived by 
a former American Field 
Service Exchange Stu-
dent from Sweden, Maja 
Jansson Åberg (Christer 
& children Magda and 
Simon) of Säffle, Sweden, 
and a nephew and three 
nieces.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
sister Ellen Rogers, and 
two brothers, Edgar D. 
Skinner & Clarence G. 
Skinner.  A celebration 
of his life will occur at a 
future date.

Memorials may be given 
to The Rev. Harold G. 
and Nancy Foil Skin-
ner Endowment Fund, 
Lenoir-Rhyne University, 
Hickory, NC.

Blanca Olivia Garcia-Flores
MONTE VISTA — 

Blanca Olivia Garcia-
Flores, 51, passed away 
May 16, 2020, at her 
home under Hospice Care 
surrounded by her loving 
family. Blanca was born 
on February 28, 1969, 
in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
the daughter of Gregorio 
Garcia and Delfina Flores-
Garcia. Blanca was a de-
voted and loving daughter, 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, aunt, cousin and 
friend who enjoyed going 
to church, cooking, watch-
ing her telenovelas and 
spending time with her 
family and friends. 

Survivors include her 

mother Delfina Flores of 
Chihuahua, MX; sons Luis 
(Jayne) Ramos, Hector 
Ramos (Angela Ortiz) both 
of Monte Vista, CO; grand-
daughter Camila Ortiz 
of Monte Vista, CO; sis-

ters Georgina (Esteban) 
Beltran of Monte Vista, 
CO; Lupilla Garcia of 
Chihuahua, MX; brother 
Gregorio (Alicia) Garcia 
of Chihuahua, MX. She is 
also survived by numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

Blanca was preceded in 
death by her father Gre-
goria Garcia. 

A private family service 
will be held at a later date. 
To leave online condo-
lences please visit romero-
funeralhomes.com. The 
care of arrangements has 
been entrusted to Romero 
Funeral Home of Monte 
Vista.

Mary Louise Espinoza
SANFORD — Mary 

Louise Espinoza, 78, 
passed away May 17, 
2020, at her home with her 
loving family by her side. 
Mary was born on Janu-
ary 10, 1942, in La Jara, 
Colorado, the daughter of 
Venceslao Gonzales and 
Estella Valerio Gonzales. 
She was united in mar-
riage to Julian Espinoza 
on September 11, 1959. 
The two shared a long 
and loving union. Mary 
enjoyed gardening and 
taking care of her flowers, 
crocheting, cooking and 
making her special jams. 
She loved spending time 
with her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

Survivors include her 
husband Julian Espi-
noza of Sanford, CO; 
daughters Loretta Espi-
noza of Sanford, CO; Ju-
lie Espinoza of Alamosa, 
CO; Kathy Sutphen of 

Denver, CO; sons Steve 
(Monica) Espinoza of 
Carmel District, CO; Al-
len (Jeanette) Espinoza 
of Pueblo, CO; Edwin 
Espinoza of Sanford, 
CO; Daniel (Lorraine) 
Espinoza of San Antonio, 
CO; Julian (Dee Ann) 
Espinoza Jr., of La Jara, 
CO; 19 grandchildren, 16 
great-grandchildren, sis-
ters Eleanor Cruz, Bar-

bara Gonzales, Pauline 
(Lawrence) Candelaria 
all of Capulin, CO; broth-
ers Venceslao (Marga-
ret) Gonzales of Romeo, 
CO; Dennis Gonzales 
of Capulin, CO; Gene 
(Stephanie) Gonzales of 
Beloit, WS. She is also 
survived by numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. 

Mary was preceded 
in death by her parents 
Estella and Venceslao 
Gonzales, siblings Marie 
Quintana, Theresa Gonza-
les, Asisclo Gonzales and 
Joseph Gonzales. 

Cremation was cho-
sen and a private family 
service will be held at a 
later date. To leave online 
condolences please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.com. 
The care of arrangements 
has been entrusted to 
Romero Funeral Home of 
Alamosa.

Robert Dee Myers
DEL NORTE — Robert Dee Myers, 91, 

of Del Norte, CO died March 14, 2020.
Robert, better known to the com-

munity as Bob was born September 7, 
1928, in Monte Vista, CO to Dee Archie 
Myers and Nell Eurica (Mellott). He 
spent most of his grade school years 
in Summitville and then graduated 
from Del Norte High School. In high 
school, he met the love of his life, 
Norma Hanna. 

They married May 14th, 1949 in 
Santa Fe, NM and were able to cel-
ebrate their 70th anniversary before 
Norma passed away. Bob had many 
talents that included: Mechanic at the 
Car Dealership in Del Norte, Master 

Electrician, Farmer/Rancher, State 
Electrical Inspector, dude ranch wran-
gler at Sky Hi Dude Ranch near Creede, 
CO, plus helping to raise 5 children. He 
worked 2 jobs most of his life to help 
support this family. 

His favorite of these jobs was 
the cattle ranching where he rode 
horses and checked on cattle in 
the pastures and on the range. He 
always had a story for family and 
friends about his life either in Sum-
mitville, the dude ranch or on the 
home place. 

He and Norma were graceful danc-
ers in their younger days and the kids 
enjoyed watching them when they had 

a chance. He was an avid reader until 
his eyesight failed enough that he was 
unable to continue that hobby. He was 
president of the San Luis Valley Cattle-
men’s Association and was awarded the 
honor of

Outstanding Cowboy of the Year in 
1993. He also was a member of the 
Knights of Pythias, Del Norte Chapter.

Robert (Bob) is survived by his chil-
dren: Myrna Patterson, of Albuquer-
que NM, Sharon Furukawa (Dave) 
of Alamosa, CO, Myron (Jennifer), 
of Monte Vista, CO, Ric (Diane) of 
Monte Vista, CO, and Dale (Janice) 
of Monte Vista, CO. Grandchildren 
include Jennifer Patterson, Alicia 

(Bryan) Vigil, Rebecca (Nicolas) Baca, 
Tiffany (Dan) Carson, Curt (Annie) 
Furukawa,

Courtney Furukawa, J.D. (Audra) 
Myers, Denton (Jessie) Myers, Craig 
(Stephanie) Myers, Kelli (Michael) 
Jennings, Scott (Erin Rose) Myers, 
21 great-grandchildren, three great-
great-grandchildren.

Bob is proceeded in death by his 
wife: Norma Myers, and his parents: 
Dee & Nell, his sister: Elizabeth Mc-
Intire and infant brother, Dale.

A celebration of life will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Arrangements in care of Strohm-
ayer’s Funeral Home.
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COVID
■ Continued from Page 1

Many businesses are 
working hard to keep their 
workplaces healthy for 
customers and their staff, 
and more people have 
returned to work. In the 
coming weeks, we antici-
pate seeing more gradual 
re-openings. The Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park in Alamosa County 
announced they will begin 
a phased reopening on 
June 3rd. On May 25th, 
the State will decide if 
restaurants can begin re-
opening and at what level. 
In June, the State will 
decide what additional 
things can be phased back 
in. In the meantime, the 
State is continuing to re-
view proposals submitted 
by Colorado counties to 
vary from the Governor’s 
Safer-at-Home Order, 
primarily seeking looser 
restrictions. So far, four 
counties in the SLV have 
submitted variances, and 
two have been approved.

Why submit a vari-
ance? 

Many local communities 
in Colorado, particularly 
rural areas, differ greatly 
in their economic dynam-
ics from the Front Range 
or from the state as a 
whole. What works best 
for them is not necessarily 
what will work best for us. 
Local governments have 
the freedom to implement 
rules that are more restric-
tive than the state order, 
but loosening restrictions 
requires a formal variance 
approved by the state. 
Each County considers 
the risks and benefits 
inherent in applying for 
looser restrictions, includ-
ing the at-risk populations 
living there, as well as the 
economic consequences of 
keeping businesses closed. 
Some counties decide that 
a variance is in the best 

interest, and decide to 
pursue a variance. 

How does the vari-
ance process work? 

County governments 
determine the require-
ments necessary to meet 
goals that balance the 
risk of disease exposure 
with economic recovery. 
If the decision is to pur-
sue a variance from the 
current statewide orders, 
it is drafted, reviewed by 
the County Attorney, and 
submitted to the State. 
Certain criteria need to 
be met before approval by 
the State: 

The jurisdiction needs to 
have very low case counts 
and/or demonstrate proof 
of 14 consecutive days of 
decline of infection of CO-
VID-19 in the jurisdiction.

The application must 
include a written CO-
VID-19 suppression plan 
approved by the appro-
priate local public health 
authority, all hospitals 
within the jurisdiction and 
elected leadership. 

More information on 
the variance process can 
be found here: http://
ccionline.org/health-and-
human-services/resourc-
es-for-counties/

What about the SLV 
variances?

Currently, Mineral 
County and Rio Grande 
County have approved 
variances. Today, Rio 
Grande County Public 
Health released a new 
Order in line with the vari-
ance. The variance is spe-
cific for RV parks, places 
of worship, restaurants, 
and gyms, and each has 
a separate set of restric-
tions which must be met. 
These entities may now 
open at a specified capac-
ity, but that may change 
if a certain data threshold 
is reached in the future, 

as determined by the Rio 
Grande County Board of 
Health. The full text can 
be found on their website: 
www.rgcph.org. Alamosa 
and Saguache Counties 
have also submitted vari-
ances and these are still 
being reviewed by the 
State. 

More on Testing:
Yesterday Governor 

Polis emphasized the ex-
panded availability of test-
ing in Colorado. In the San 
Luis Valley, public health 
and local partners have 
determined that the most 
efficient way to do testing 
for the general public is 
through our local health 
care providers. The State’s 
map for testing sites omits 
our local providers in the 

SLV, and we are working 
to correct that omission. 
Earlier in the pandemic, 
supplies were more lim-
ited and the criteria for 
testing was much more 
restrictive than it is now. 
Symptomatic individuals 
are encouraged to call one 
of the nurse-lines below 
to start the screening 
process.

Rio Grande Hospital 
719-657-4990

SLV Health Nurse Line 
719-589-2511 ext. 9

Valley-Wide Health 
Systems 719-589-3658 
ext. 9

SLV COVID general 
questions 719-480-8719. 
You may also email your 
questions to slvepr@ala-
mosacounty.org. 

SLV graduation details

Academic Recovery 
Center

& Center Virtual Ac-
adamy

July 6 • 10 a.m. • Center 
School Auditorium

(No public ceremony)

Adams State 
University
Date: June 6
Time: 12 p.m.
Location: Online
Details: Virtual Com-

mencement 

Antonito
To be Announced  • High 

School Gym

Byron Syring DELTA 
Center/

Monte Vista Online 
Academy

To be Announced • Cen-
tral Auditorium

Centauri
Date: May 23
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Centauri Mid-

dle School 
Details: Attendance is 

restricted, please see the 
North Conejos School Dis-
trict website for more 
information

Centennial
Date: May 23
Time: 11 a.m.
Location: Centennial 

High parking lot
Details: The actual grad-

uation ceremony has been 
postponed until a later 
date, but the school still 
wanted to celebrate se-
niors’ accomplishments. 
So, on May 23, they will 
have a parade. 

Center
Date: August 1 
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Center High 

school gym

Creede
May 21 • 7 p.m.  • Star 

Drive-In, Monte Vista
Date: May 21
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Star Drive-In, 

Monte Vista 

Del Norte
Date: June 6
Time: 9 a.m. 
Location: TBA
Details: To be announced

Moffat
TBA

Monte Vista
Date: August 1 
Time: 10 a.m.
Location: Monte Vista 

High school gym

North Conejos Alter-
native

Date: May 21
Time: 7 p.m.
Details: Attendance is 

restricted. 

Sanford
Date: June 5 
Time: 6-7 p.m.
Location: Sanford High 

School

Sangre de Cristo
Date: July 3
Time: 6 p.m.  
Location/Attendance: 

TBA

Sierra Grande
Date: May 22 
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Dunn Gym
Details: The actual grad-

uation ceremony will be 
held at a later date, but the 
school still wanted to cel-
ebrate seniors. So, on May 
22, a parade will be held. 

Trinidad State Junior 
College

Date: TBA 
Time: TBA
Location: Are consider-

ing other options including 
a virtual graduation or a 
commencement at a later 
date. 

David Tandberg appointed to Adams State 

Trustees Board
ALAMOSA —  Colorado 

Gov. Jared Polis has ap-
pointed Thornton resident 
and Adams State alumnus 
David A. Tandberg to the 
Board of Trustees for Adams 
State University. He will 
fill the seat held by Cleave 
Simpson,  who resigned 
from the board as of June 
12, 2020. Tandberg was 
appointed to the board for 
a two-year term expiring 
December 31, 2022, which 
is the remaining time of 
Trustee Simpson’s term.

Tandberg, Senior Vice 
President of Policy Research 
and Strategic Initiatives 
at State Higher Education 
Executive Officers Asso-
ciation, earned a Bachelor 
of Arts from Adams State, 

in 2002. While a student, 
he was elected President 
of Adams State’s Student 
Government and was a 
member of Adams State 
cross-country team under 
Coach Vigil. He is excited 
to give back to his alma ma-
ter. “My entire professional 
career has its roots in the 
incredible experience I had 
as a student at Adams State. 
I hope to use my time and 
experience working within 
and studying higher educa-
tion to bring some value to 
the board and to assist my 
fellow board members in 
helping guide the institu-
tion through this unprec-
edented, challenging time.”

Tandberg joined SHEEO 
in July 2016. He leads 

SHEEO’s policy evaluation 
and research initiatives and 
SHEEO’s efforts to connect 
empirical research to state 
practice and policy. He also 
helps lead SHEEO’s strate-
gic direction and partner-
ships. He is the lead editor 
of a book dedicated to the 
investigation of the state 
higher education executive 
officer that was published 
July 2018 by Teachers Col-
lege Press.

Previously, Dr. Tandberg 
served as an associate pro-
fessor of higher education 
and an associate director of 
the Center for Postsecond-
ary Success at Florida State 
University. As an academic 
researcher, his research 
was published in numer-

ous peer-reviewed out-
lets. Before joining Florida 
State University, Tandberg 
served as a special assistant 
to the secretary of educa-
tion in the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, 
focused on postsecondary 
policy development and 
implementation.

Board of Trustee Chair 
Michele Lueck said she is 
“pleased to welcome (back) 
Dr. Tandberg to Adams 
State and looks forward to 
tapping his extensive exper-
tise in higher education to 
assist the Board in guiding 
the University.”

Tandberg earned a mas-
ter’s in political science and 
a Ph.D. in higher education 
from Penn State University.

Photo courtesy of ASU

David Tandberg

Stage 2 fire 
restrictions initiated 

on Rio Grande 

National Forest 
MONTE VISTA — The 

Rio Grande National 
Forest is initiating Stage 
2 fire restrictions begin-
ning May 20. The low 
snowpack and warm 
temperatures have cre-
ated unusually dry con-
ditions for this time of 
year within the San Luis 
Valley.

These restrictions are 
a slight change from 
the regional fire restric-
tions initiated on April 
7, which are being re-
scinded on May 20.

Stage 2 fire restrictions 
prohibit:

1.        Igniting, 
building, maintaining, 
attending or using a 
fire, including fires in 
developed recreation 
sites (campgrounds and 
picnic areas), charcoal 
grills and barbecues, 
coal and wood-burning 
stoves, and sheepherd-
er’s stoves.

2.       Smoking, except 
within an enclosed vehi-
cle, trailer, or building.

3.       Blasting, welding, 
or operating acetylene 
or other torches with 
open flame.

4.       Operating or 
using any internal com-
bustion engine without 
an effective and prop-
erly installed USDA- or 
Society of Automotive 
Engineers (SAE)- ap-
proved spark arrestor.

5.       Operating a 
chainsaw without an 
effective and properly 
installed USDA- or 
SAE- approved spark 
arrestor, a chemical 
pressurized fire extin-

guisher (with a mini-
mum of 8 oz. capacity 
and rating of 2A) kept 
with the operator and a 
round point shovel with 
an overall length of at 
least 35 inches readily 
available for use.

6.       Using an ex-
plosive. This includes 
but is not limited to 
fuses, blasting caps, 
fireworks, rockets, ex-
ploding targets, tracers, 
and incendiary ammu-
nition.

7.       Possessing or 
using a motor vehicle off 
established roads, mo-
torized trails or estab-
lished parking areas, 
except when parking in 
an area devoid of veg-
etation within 10 feet 
of the vehicle.

As a reminder, the 
use of explosives and 
incendiary devices, in-
cluding fireworks, are 
prohibited year-round 
on all federal lands.

For more information, 
contact the Rio Grande 
National Forest at (719) 
480-3364. Please also 
follow us on Facebook 
atwww.facebook.com/
USFSRGNF and Twit-
ter twitter.com/Rio-
GrandeUSFS.
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■ Letters policy
Letters are welcome and encouraged. 

All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Variance examination
Alamosa County Commissioners have 

finally filed a variance with the Governor’s 
office a month after several other counties 
in Colorado filed theirs! A variance is a 
request from the County Commissioners 
sent to the Governor’s office to reduce 
restrictions on Alamosa businesses.

I was so excited to see what the Com-
missioners’ were going to do to fight for 
our community, and then I read it...

Page 2, Section 4: Alamosa County Com-
missioners promise to tighten restrictions 
If more than 3 people are hospitalized at 
a time and “the number of active cases for 
case investigation” must be 13 or fewer.

Let that sink in. 
If more than 3 people get hospitalized 

or there are 13 active cases the County 
Commissioners promise Governor Polis 
that they will “tighten restrictions”

Alamosa Commissioners want the bar 

set so low it’s as if they want the reopen-
ing to fail.

But I digress. What did Alamosa County 
Commissioners ask for?

The commissioners asked for restau-
rants and gyms to be open but limited 
to 1 ‘customer’ per 144 sq feet. Alamosa 
County Commissioners will require all 
customers to wear a mask at a gym or 
restaurant.

They asked that the movie theater be 
open but: “customers must be separated 
by a minimum of three seats to the side, 
and rows must be alternated”. 

Alamosa County Commissioners 
‘encourage’ churches to stay closed. If 
churches open they are limited to “1 
person per 144 sq feet” Furthermore the 
variance states that “Individuals are not 
allowed to socialize in the lobby or wait-
ing ares before or after services”. Also, 

“worshippers shall wear a non-medical 
mask or face covering at all times while 
on the premises”.

Alamosa County Commissioners man-
date that Campgrounds are limited to 
50% of the total number of spaces. The 
County Commissioners also want to ban 
the “rental of ATV/UTV’s”

Alamosa County Commissioners re-
quest swimming pools remain closed. 
Eagle County already had their variance 
approved and swimming pools in Eagle 
County will open there 5/25.

Alamosa County Commissioner @Helen 
Sigmond is the only one up for election 
in June. I think we will all be safer when 
she is at home and no longer collecting 
her $75000 + per year salary as a failed 
County Commissioner. 

- Patrick Crowder

Mean Moose procession
Alamosa, known for the historic and 

unusual, has just run off the charts.
On Saturday, Alamosa High School had 

its first drive-by commencement.
It was aired over YouTube and 

people at home were able to watch 
almost all of it.

I was all geared up to be disap-
pointed, but the format turned out 
to be a blessing.

Some vehicles were decorated 
and some graduates leaned out the 
windows of the cars driven by par-
ents, older siblings and dear ones 
and horns took the place of shouts 
from bleachers in a crowded gym.

My granddaughter decorated 
her mortarboard with some sym-
bols of her honors during school, but it 
wasn’t really visible, yet the family car was 
about third in line and the announcer noted 
she had complied with all the requirements 
as to safety. She’s that way.

Mother Nature applauded with wind, 
blew some carefully placed balloons down 
on the school areas set up for commence-
ment and caused a delay in the beginning.

I decided to fiddle with the TV and drew 
comments from my son, who had given up 

his seat in the car so his oldest daughter 
could share the actual diploma presenta-
tion.

For once, it wasn’t my fault.
It was a blessing for me since I 

was sniffling through a spring al-
lergy attack. I could watch without 
shaking people up. It’s not easy 
to have an allergy attack behind 
a mask.

An aunt and uncle, both Ma-
roons, couldn’t have attended, but 
stayed in cell chat touch, talking 
about whose child each graduate 
was, if they knew.

When I graduated in 1961, 
everyone knew everyone.

When my eldest son graduated 
in 1980, he observed, it wasn’t as nice.

Nice? He reminded me of the firecrackers 
set off during the slide show. The next year’s 
display caused cancellation for some time.

An interesting facet of this is that some 
of that year’s grads had children receiving 
diplomas this year.

Our graduate is the daughter of a 
1982 graduate whose class was serious 
in the gym.

The uncle and aunt who watched on 

TV graduated in 1984.
New people have moved in, but the feel 

of Moose Nation was in the air.
There were beautifully decorated cars 

and trucks, some regular family cars, a 
classic car that needed to be jumped and 
simple decorations everywhere.

There also was silly string, another 
standard on local rites of passage.

The nice touches after all the cars 
had passed, were separate films of the 
very talented Edynn Lucero singing 
the National Anthem, the obligatory 
Valedictory and Salutatory Addresses, 
individual photos of each graduate, 
some candid shots and other touches to 
be shared.

The diplomas were presented via a 
reaching device, graduates accepted 
them with gloved hands and people lined 
the streets for an impromptu parade of 
cars as the graduates and their parents 
— plus two guests — drove from Adams 
State to Alamosa High.

A drive-by commencement worked 
and worked well, despite the electronic 
glitches.

No matter what, the Moose came out 
on top.

Save the bees with flowers – part 3
In parts one and two, I discussed ap-

propriate flowers to plant for bees in Ala-
mosa from the first of the season through 
July.  I also wrote about what 
bees need and what plants might 
do well if you don’t want bees.  
In this installment, I’ll discuss 
bee-friendly flowers for August 
through the end of the season.  
Bees need flowers throughout 
the growing season. I’m writing 
information on late summer/fall 
flowers in May so folks have time 
to plant for fall bloom!

In our garden, we have fewer 
new blooming flower specimens 
in late summer/early fall than in 
earlier season months.  So, I will 
first list flowers that may start in 
late July, depending on the year, 
but are at their height in August or later.  
Then, I’ll discuss flowers that continue 
to bloom throughout the late season that 
I didn’t mention earlier.

I love to see tall and medium height 
annual sunflowers (Helianthus  species) 
show their glory during this season.  I 
haven’t planted new seeds in the last 
few years, so mine are yellow that reseed 
from previous years.  They end up being 
mostly 3 – 4 ½ ft. tall and I pull them 
out where ever I don’t want them.  If you 
want tall, big sunflowers in various hues, 
plant new seeds. While bee-friendly, the 
birds really love sunflowers, also.

I always look forward to the pink 
blooms on autumn joy sedum (Sedum 
telephium ‘autumn joy’). Unlike many 
other sedums, the plants are erect.  My 
favorite description of them by a friend’s 
children is pink broccoli! 

Fall is the time for perennial tall 
purple asters (Aster ?). Mine tend to 
bloom from late August until the first 

hard frost. They tend to be from 
1 – 2 ft. tall. A lovely vase cutting 
flower for that last bouquet of the 
season! Some years I also see a 
bit of re-blooming short, white 
alpine asters (Aster ?) – these 
were given to me so I don’t know 
the species.

Yellow Maximilian daisies 
(Helianthus maximiliani -- also 
called Santa Fe daisies in this 
part of the world) are another tall 
fall bloom.  I love these at the 
back of the garden border – if we 
have a windy fall I do stake the 
plants that can grow from 3-4 ft. 
tall depending on weather condi-

tions. I just realized I don’t have them 
on the AlamosaFlowers.net website! The 
rest of the flowers listed here are on the 
website and all photos were taken in our 
Alamosa garden.

Fall really is the time for purple and 
yellow blooms. Purple sea holly (Eryn-
gium) and blue mist spirea (Caryopteris 
x clandonensis) actually start blooming 
in our garden in late July, but come into 
their glory in August and often stay un-
til the first hard freeze.  They are both 
bee-friendly. Sea holly is a type of thistle 
with flowers smaller than those of the 
globe thistle. It grows about 1- 1 ½ ft. in 
our garden now.  It has persisted for at 
least 20 years without adding additional 
plants.  Also, it works well in dried ar-
rangements. 

I’ve had to replace several blue mist 
spireas over the years as they tend to ‘not 

return’ after several years – I have no 
idea why.  However, I really like them as 
they are easy to care for while they exist.

I have compact, low, white buckwheat 
perennial (Pagopyrum ?) that is bee-
friendly and has persisted for at least 
18 years.  It is still only about 2 x 2 ft. 
and 10 in. high at the edge of a rock 
garden. I love it, but do not remember 
where I got it! I do recommend it as 
it has made it through some tough 
drought years. 

I’m am also mentioning two flowers 
that are wonderful in August that I 
couldn’t verify whether they are bee-
friendly or not.  However, I love them so 
am including them here.  Sea Lavender 
(Limonium latifolium) is a light feathery 
purple perennial that does well in part 
shade.  It has large leaves so does well 
under our cottonwood tree and I love the 
large leaves when it isn’t blooming. We 
have a white hydrangea (Hydrangea ar-
borescens ‘Annabelle’), planted in 2007, 
that I keep in one of our wetter beds. It 
has large white blooms that persist for 
a month. 

It only failed to bloom one year.
Flowers that continue to bloom in the 

late season or come into their height 
during the late season include yellow 
Gloriosa daisies (Rudbeckia hirta - last 
flowers to bloom in our sunny side-
walk garden), lavender Russian sage 
(Perovskia atriplicifolia), and purple 
butterfly delphinium (Delphinium gran-
diflorum ‘blue butterfly’ --  also called 
perennial larkspur).

“When you take a flower in your hand 
and really look at it, it’s your world for 
the moment.”  Georgia O’Keefe

Amarah’s Corner
Hi! My name is Amarah. Kids are im-

portant to Jesus, and they’re important to 
me, too.

Jesus said in Matthew 25:40 (KJV), “What-
ever you’ve done unto the least of these (kids 
or adults), you’ve done it unto me.”

Kids like me are kids and adults of all ages 
whose parents are, or were, drug addicts and 
alcoholics, kids who have suffered, or who 
are suffering, abuse and neglect on multiple 
levels (trauma), and kids who are victims of 
bullying.

(Message from Brit-
tany: My mother has 
been addicted to meth 
for as long as I can 
remember. It has af-
fected my life in so 
many bad ways. I wrote 
this and put it into her 
mailbox as a way to 
tell her that I will have 
nothing to do with her 
anymore):

 
My Mother Vs. 

Meth
Written by Brittany 
Most days I feel like screaming at the top 

of my lungs.
 I want my mother back; who is this 

monster you have become?
 I really haven’t known who you are for 

quite a while,
 But I try to act tough, so I force this fake 

smile.
 You love something else way more than 

me.
 Its name: Crystal Meth and I don’t think 

you’ll ever be free 
 It’s had you in its grip for about 10 years,
 But all of those years are nothing com-

pared to my fear.
 Fear of you lying,
 Fear of you dying,
 Fear of having so much faith in you and 

just being left crying.
 You wrote me letters from prison and 

promised the sky.
 More than 3 years later - nothing but lies.
 Nothing but heartache, pain, and mis-

ery...
 I GET IT NOW; you chose meth over me.
 You’ve told me to my face that it was 

drugs over me.
 Even that wasn’t enough to make me see.
 Today you will tell me that you are clean.
 You give me so much hope, then tomor-

row it’s the same ole’ dope-phene.
 I’m telling you now that I am through 

with you.
 This comes from my heart and every 

word is true.
 I can’t promise that I will be around to see,
 But when you get tired of that meth, 

you will see.
 All along you had something way better, 
 And it was your family.
 I do thank you so much for one thing.
 Thank you for showing me how important 

a good mother should be
 And to never show my children the pain 

that you showed me.
 So, today I officially set myself free
 Because I know there’s a stronger woman 

in me.~Brittany
 Mom Becoming A Different Person
Written by Ellen 
(After my parents divorced, my mother 

wanted to be young again, so she started 
going to bars 4 nights a week. She started 
getting into drugs and heavy drinking. She 
took her anger out on me when she got 
home from the bar. It was my job to protect 
my younger siblings. The last stretch was 
when she attacked me in my own room and 
choked me. My siblings and I filed a TRO 
and we have all moved in with other family 
members. Poetry helps me express what I 
can’t say to her):

I’ll Be Fine
Being born into your arms, 
 I felt my life was out of harm. 
 Felt that you would never hurt your baby.
 Now that never has turned to maybe.
 You’ve grown out of the old life and into 

a new life.
 Not my father’s but someone else’s wife. 
 Your new choices we just couldn’t hinder,.
 Your heart is now cold as a block of cinder.
 The new decisions you’ve chosen to make
 Have turned the woman I loved into a fake. 
 Which face do you use when you go out? 
 The same face you use when you pout?
 Fake as the lips on your face of two, 
 How could you throw your life away just 

out of the blue? 
 Three human beings have part of your 

heart.
 Every time you raise that glass to your 

lips, you’re tearing them apart.
 This is the path that you have chosen. 
 The blood in your veins is now frozen. 
 Leave this life of mine.
 I promise, Mommy, I’ll be fine.
 I have learned from you
 exactly what not to do. 
 And I’ll watch over and guide the other two
 though we’ll never get over what you put 

us through.
 Enjoy the life you lead with your new half
 While everyone joins in for the laugh. 
 Keep bringing that glass to your lips.
 Listen to the band and move your hips.
 Don’t worry about me in the meantime.
 Don’t worry, Mommy, I’ll be fine.~Ellen
Thank you for reading my column.
If you would like to share your story, poem, 

or anything about addiction, write to me at 
P.O. Box 354, Alamosa, CO, 81101.

Until next time, remember, Jesus Loves 
You, and Jesus is Lord!
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Lawn and Garden

The dangers of mowing too low
Spring marks the re-

turn of many things. 
Trees and flowers be-
gin to bloom again in 
spring, while warmer 
temperatures are wel-
comed back with open 
arms. Grass also begins 
to grow again in the 
spring. That means it’s 
not too long before home-
owners have to dust off 
their lawn mowers and 
get to work. Those who 
don’t necessarily enjoy 
mowing the lawn may 
be tempted to cut their 
grass very low, as do-
ing so can mean longer 
intervals between mow-

ing sessions. However, 
mowing grass too low 
can have a very adverse 
effect on a lawn.

• Cutting too low can 
injure the grass. Cutting 
grass too low can injure 
the grass, creating what’s 
essentially a domino effect 
of problems to come. In-
jured grass will focus on its 
recovery efforts, thereby 
making it vulnerable to 
other issues.

• Cutting too low pro-
motes weed growth. 
Injured grass is vul-
nerable to invaders, 
including weeds and 
insects. Weeds and in-

sects can attack grass as 
it recovers from injury, 
and before homeowners 
know it, their lawns are 
overcome with a host of 
problems. 

• Cutting too low allows 
crabgrass to thrive. Crab-
grass needs ample sun-

light to grow. By cutting 
grass too low, homeowners 
may unknowingly be pro-
moting crabgrass growth. 
Crabgrass is unsightly 
and can rob surrounding 
grass of the moisture it 
needs to grow. So lawns 
cut too low may not only 

lose their lush appeal 
thanks to the unattractive 
appearance of crabgrass, 
but also because areas sur-
rounding the crabgrass 
patches might turn brown 
due to lack of water.

• Cutting too low can 
stress the grass. Cutting 

too low also makes lawns 
vulnerable to summer 
heat. Without blades tall 
enough to block some of 
the summer sun, grass 
can quickly succumb to 
summer heat, leading 
to dried out, discolored 
lawns.  GT204794

Courtesy photo

Mowing grass too low can have a very adverse effect 
on a lawn.

3 perennial 

gardening pointers
Gardening is an engaging hobby that can provide a 

host of benefits, some of which may surprise even the 
most devoted gardeners. For example, the Harvard 
Medical School notes that just 30 minutes of gardening 
activities burns 135 calories, making gardening a fun 
and simple way to incorporate more exercise into your 
daily routine. In addition, scientists have long proven 
that gardening releases the hormones serotonin and 
dopamine in the brain, each of which are associated 
with improved mood.

Perennial gardens can be especially attractive to 
seasoned gardeners and novices. Perennials are plants 
that come back year after year, and committing to a 
perennial garden can ensure people stick with garden-
ing for the long haul, reaping all of the rewards that 
come with making such a commitment. 

Before planting a perennial garden, those new to 
gardening may want to consider these three tips.

1. Make a plan. 
A perennial garden comes back year after year, which 

means any mistakes you make when planting are likely 
to haunt you year after year as well. Factors like space 
and location must be considered before planting. Many 
gardeners utilize garden planning applications like 
GrowVeg to make the process of planning a garden 
simpler and more organized. Such applications can be 
especially useful for novices.

2. Consider aesthetics. 
Gardens can be awe-inspiring, especially when gar-

deners consider aesthetics prior to planting. The DIY 
Network advises gardeners to consider scale before 
choosing which perennials to plant. Tall plants and 
wide beds tend to look best outside large homes, while 
short plants in small beds tend to look better outside 
small homes.

3. Work with a professional. 
Local garden centers can be excellent resources when 

planning perennial gardens. Representatives at such 
businesses can offer tips on native plants, which will be 
more likely to thrive year after year than non-natives. 
Such representatives also can help you choose the right 
plants based on the amount of sunlight the plants will 
likely get after being planted. Each of these factors can 
be easily overlooked by people without much garden-
ing experience.

Perennial gardens can provide years of joy and inspi-
ration, especially when gardeners give ample attention 
to certain details prior to planting. TF206038

Courtesy photo

Local garden centers can be excellent resources for 
gardeners planting perennial gardens for the first time.



 DEAR ABBY: I’ve been 
friends with “Lorraine” for 30 
years. Actually, the friendship 
is kind of one-sided because 
she bugs the hell out of me. 

 She’s a super-skinny 
health nut who constantly 
posts health advice and 
“uplifting” mantras on social 
media. Her Instagram feed 
is filled with pictures of her 
bland-looking vegan food and 
her doing yoga poses or run-
ning 5Ks in midriff tops so we 
can all see her six-pack abs. 
She regularly donates blood 
plasma and posts pictures of 
that, too. 

 Dining with her is embar-
rassing because she grills 
the waiters on how the food 
is prepared, even in vegan 
restaurants that list all ingre-
dients. She comes off -- to me, 
anyway -- as thinking she has 
every facet of life figured out. 
She has been married twice 
to two jerks, keeps breaking 
and making up with “Harry,” 
a seemingly nice guy, because 
he’s fat (he’s slightly plump 
yet attractive) and drinks too 
much (not sure about that). 
Her son, whom she treated 
as an annoyance and inconve-
nience when he was young, is 
now a gun-toting drug dealer.

 I’m not perfect (I know 
I’m lazy, impatient and drink 
too much), but I don’t portray 
myself as otherwise. My hus-
band, a nicer person than I 
am, doesn’t understand my 
resentment of Lorraine and 
keeps reminding me how 
much she loves me. She does. 
We’re both in our 50s, but I 

feel like I’ve outgrown our 
friendship. 

 By the way, I don’t think 
I’m jealous of her because I’m 
very happy in my marriage 
and feel that I am more at-
tractive than she is (despite 
outweighing her). Must I stay 
friends with Lorraine? If not, 
how do I end it? -- CANCEL-
ING HER IN KANSAS CITY

 DEAR CANCELING: It 
appears you have a love/hate 
relationship with Lorraine. 
Nothing is wrong with you, 
and no law says you must 
maintain a friendship with 
her. When contact becomes 
more of an annoyance than a 
pleasure, many people begin 
editing their circle of acquain-
tances. The way to end your 
relationship with her would be 
to make yourself less available 
when she calls or wants to get 
together. If she asks you why, 
explain that you have fewer of 
the same interests than you 
used to, while omitting the 
part about her six-pack abs.

 DEAR ABBY: I am a wid-
ow. My husband passed away 
three years ago after 43 years 
of marriage. I met a widower 
who was also married for 43 
years. His wife passed five 
years ago. 

 My grown children and 
grandchildren refuse to ac-
cept him. My therapist and 
psychiatrist tell me to stand 
my ground because I’m in love 
with him, as he is with me. 
Even my priest, who officiated 
at my husband’s funeral, said 
I should consider this relation-
ship as heaven-sent. 

 We get along beautifully, 
and it breaks my heart that 
my family wants me to choose 
between him or them. I am 
devastated over this because 
this is not how my family is. 
We are in love and although I 
love my family with all of my 
heart, I don’t think they have 
the right to gang up against 
me. May I have your opinion 
on this? -- DEVASTATED 
MOTHER

 DEAR DEVASTATED: 
What a painful situation. You 
say this isn’t how your family 
is. Open your eyes, dear lady, 
and recognize that this is EX-
ACTLY who they are. Then 
open up your ears and pay at-
tention to the psychiatrist and 
the therapist you are paying 
good money for, as well as your 
priest. My opinion is you must 
live your life, and my advice 
is to GET ON WITH IT.

Comics
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BROOMFIELD —  
Governor Polis issued 
a proclamation de-
claring 2020 to be the 
Year of Local Food in 
Colorado.  Created in 
collaboration with the 
Colorado Department 
of Agriculture (CDA), 
the proclamation high-
lights the value of local 
agriculture to the state 
and the appreciation for 
all who grow, harvest, 
process, and distribute 
food. 

“Now more than ever 
it’s important that we 
support our small Colo-
rado businesses who 
are key for our lo-
cal economies,” said 
Governor Jared Polis.  
“Thanks to the hard 
work and dedication of 
our farmers and ranch-
ers we continue to grow 
delicious Colorado food 
to feed our families.”

The proclamation, 

which encourages con-
sumers to purchase 
Colorado fruits, veg-
etables, grains, meats, 
and beverages, also ad-
dresses the importance 
of healthy soils, safe 
workplaces, fair prices 
and wages, farmer and 
rancher compensation 
and CDA’s Colorado 
Proud program.

“Food and agricul-
tural businesses can 
provide an economic 
boost to rural areas that 
were suffering even 
before the pandemic 
struck,” said Kathryn 
Bedell, member of the 
state Agriculture Com-
mission and initiator of 
the proclamation. “Lo-
cal and regional food 
systems are essential 
for security both from 
pandemic related food 
shortages and climate 
disasters. Buy Local!”

An enhanced focus 

on and the formation 
of local agricultural 
production, processing 
and food distribution 
systems are intended 
to increase the eco-
nomic sustainability of 
farming and ranching, 
shorten supply chains 
and increase the abil-
ity of every person in 
Colorado to access safe, 
healthy, and abundant 
local food systems.

“Supporting local ag-
riculture is a simple 
way to support the 
success of Colorado’s ag 
producers,” said Colo-
rado Commissioner 
of Agriculture Kate 
Greenberg. “That suc-
cess has a ripple effect 
that impacts small 
businesses, rural com-
munities, the avail-
ability of farmland and 
water, and equitable 
access to nutritious 
food for all people in 

Colorado.”
Read the proclama-

tion at https://drive.
google.com/file/d/15Fs

pjNvXKkYooe7F3sLlz
QiVHOQKV8mj/view

Governor Polis proclaims 2020 the year of 

Colorado local food
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ALAMOSA — Al-
amosa County and 
the Northwest Weed 
District would like to 
inform you that they 
will be starting the 
Noxious Weed Control 
Season mid-May 2020. 
They will start out the 
year spot spraying 
and mowing on county 
right-of-ways. They 
have teamed up with 
the State of Colorado 
to do multiple bio-con-
trol releases around 
Alamosa County in 
early to mid-May. If 
you are interested in 
allowing your prop-
erty to be used for the 
release of bio-control 
species please contact 
us 

for more informa-
tion. This year, all or-
ganic farmers, organic 
pastures, beekeep-
ers, and chemically 
sensitive citizens are 
asked to register to be 
on the “NO SPRAY” 
list on the following 
website https://field-
watch.com/. Regard-
less of whether you 
have registered with 
the county before, 
you must now register 
every year and post 
signage along your 
property boundaries. 
Being on the “NO 
SPRAY” list obligates 
the property owner to 
control noxious weeds 

on their property. 
There are “No Spray” 
signs available for 
purchase on our web-
site at alamosacou-
nty.org. WE WILL 
SPRAY all right-of-
ways that have not 
registered AND posted 
“NO SPRAY” signs... 
Alamosa County Code 
Enforcement will be is-
suing notices to prop-
erty owners on the 
“NO SPRAY” list who 
do not control noxious 

weeds along county 
right-of-ways adjacent 
to their properties. 
For questions please 
contact the Alamosa 
County Noxious Weed 
program at:

8999 Independence 
Way Ste 100

 Alamosa, CO 81101 
bmaestas@alamo-

sacounty.org
Office: (719)-589-

3812
Cell Phone: (719)-

480-9923

Well it’s that time again

MANASSA — The Cone-
jos County Willow Pit will 
open to county residents on 
Saturdays, May 16, June 
6, June 20, July 18, August 
1, August 15, September 
19, and October 17 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The 

property is located 4.5 Miles 
east of manassa on HWY 
142. We accept yard waste - 
tree branches < 5”, willows, 
limbs, leaves, shrubbery, 
and grasses. No household 
trash, tires, furniture, con-
struction/demolition debris, 

no large tree stumps will 
be accepted.  Donations of 
non-perishible food items 
will be accepted at the entry. 
(Please no expired food!) Call 
Jarret 719-496-6615 or the 
land use office 719-376-2014 
if you have any questions.

2020 Willow Pit schedule
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HELP WANTED

CDL TRUCK DRIVER 
wanted. Call 719-480-
3983.(6/19)

RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY is seeking a Dis-
patch/Detention Officer. 
High School Diploma 
or GED, or one to three 
months related experi-
ence and/or training or 
equivalent combination 
of education and experi-
ence. Interaction with 
inmates required. Must 
be 21 years of age, pass 
background investiga-
tion and 5 panel drug 
test, including testing 
for marijuana required. 
Inmate interaction re-
quired. $14.57/per hour. 
Pick up and submit ap-
plications to Human Re-
sources 925 6th Street, 
Room 200, Del Norte, 
CO 81132. Applications 
also available online at 
www.riograndecounty.
org.(5/23)
OPEN POSITIONS AT 
Rio Grande Farm Park. 
Paid Internship(June-Au-
gust) and Project Coor-
dinator VISTA (starting 
in August). Visit Rio-
GrandeFarmPark.org/
Opportunities for details 
or email your resume to 
amber.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com.(6/3)

THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accepting 
applications for Second-
ary Math Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year.  Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License or, 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate and 
acceptable.  For infor-
mation and application 
materials please call 
(719) 754-3442 or visit 
the District’s website at 
www.center.k12.co.us 
and click on the Em-
ployment Opportunities 
and “Certified Staff Ap-
plication”.  Application 
Deadline:  Until Position 
is Filled.  EOE.(5/22)
L A B O R :  VA L I D 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REQUIRED. Duties in-
clude, getting in and out 
of trash truck, empty-
ing trash bins into trash 
truck. Physical labor Re-
quired, must be able to 
lift up to 100 lbs, other 
duties as assigned. 32 to 
40 hours a week,  Home 
Base in Manassa, CO  
Please call 719 580 1518 
or 719 843-5354.(6/2)
CDL TRASH TRUCK 
DRIVER & LABOR: 
CDL Required, must pass 
a pre-employment drug 
test. Familiar with Cone-
jos Count Area preferred. 
Duties include, Driving 
Trash Truck, getting in 
and out of trash truck, 
emptying trash bins into 
trash truck. Physical la-
bor required, must be able 
to lift up to 100 lbs. Must 
provide clear DMV Re-
cord, starting hourly rate 
$15-$17.00 depending 
on experience. 32 to 40 
hours per week(Monday-
Thursday), weekends off. 
Please call (719) 843-
5354 or (719) 580-1518 
for an application. Home 
base in Manassa.(6/2)
LOOKING FOR A ca-
reer opportunity and be-
ing a part of your local 
community? 1st South-
west Bank is growing and 
hiring a Teller, offering a 
strong benefit package & 
career growth opportuni-
ties.  EOE. Go to  https://
www.fswb.bank/who-
we-are/careers/ for more 
details & to apply.(5/22)
OF F ICE M A NAG -
ER/BOOKKEEPER 
WA N T E D i n  Mos -
ca. Duties:  General 
Office Admin, Book-
keeping, Manage online 
markets, Sales Tax, Pay-
roll, QB Reports. Part-
time  $18/hour. Send 
Resume and cover letter 
to opportunity.slvlocal-
foods@gmail.com Ques-
tions call 719-588-8245.
(6/2)

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 915-20

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On February 14, 2020, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the 
Notice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust de-
scribed below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
John P. Ortega, Jr. and Maria Ortega
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Morgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc as a nominee for GNL 
Inc., DBA Freedom Mortgage and Loan
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Date of Deed of Trust
June 25, 2004
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
June 29, 2004
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
317280 
November 03, 2004
Re-Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
318884 
Re-Recording Date of Deed of Trust
Original Principal Amount
$85,337.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$82,173.29
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOT 31 AND 32, BLOCK 64 THE CITY OF ALAMOSA, COUNTY OF 
ALAMOSA, STATE OF COLORADO
Also known by street and number as: 329 8th Street, Alamosa, CO 
81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 06/17/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 4/22/2020
Last Publication 5/20/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 02/14/2020
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP 7700 E. Arapahoe Road, Suite 230,  Cen-
tennial, CO 80112 (877) 369-6122
Attorney File # CO-20-879095-LL
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 1409
Published in the Valley Courier on April 22, 29, May 6, 13, and 20, 
2020. 

COMBINED NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLICATION

(CRS §38-38-103)
 FORECLOSURE SALE No. 3-2020

To Whom It May Concern:  This Notice is given with regard to the 
following Deed of Trust:
On February 25, 2020, under Reception No. 20000293, the under-
signed Public Trustee caused the Notice of Election and Demand 
relating to the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Conejos records.
Original Grantor(s):
Victoria B. Gurule
Original Beneficiary:  Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc. as Nominee for Prestige Capital Funding Inc., Its Succes-
sors and Assigns
Current Holder of the Evidence of Debt Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
Date of Deed of Trust: September 25, 2008
County of Recording Conejos
Recording Date of Deed of Trust September 29, 2008
Recording Information (Reception No
and/or Book/Page No.)  Reception No. 8001508
Original Principal Amount  $66,127.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $60,809.81
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows: Viola-
tions including, but not limited to, Borrower’s failure to make timely 
payments as required under the Evidence of Debt and Deed of Trust.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
The legal description of the Property that is subject to the Notice of 
Election and Demand in accordance with CRS §38-38-101(4)(g) is:
LOT 12 AND 13, BLOCK 1, CORLETT’S ADDITION TO THE TOWN 
OF ANTONITO, COUNTY OF CONEJOS, STATE OF COLORADO.
Also known by street and number as: 1129 Front Street, Antonito, 
CO  81120
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 
10:00 A.M. on Thursday, June 18, 2020, at the office of the Conejos 
County Public Trustee, Conejos County Courthouse, 6683 County 
Road 13, Conejos, CO  81129, sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said Grantor(s), 
Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed 
of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other items 
allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certificate of Pur-
chase, all as provided by law.
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED.
First Publication Date: April 29, 2020
Last Publication Date:  May 27, 2020 
Name of Publication: The Valley Courier
Date: April 24, 2020
Mack M. Crowther
Public Trustee in and for the County of Conejos, State of Colorado.
The name, address, telephone number and bar registration number 
of attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Janeway Law Firm, P.C.
Lynn M. Janeway #15592
9800 S. Meridian Blvd., Suite 400
Englewood, CO  80112
Phone: (303) 706-9990
Fax: (303) 706-9994
JLF No.: 20-024167 
The attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to 
collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 1416
Published in the Valley Courier on April 29, May 6, 13, 20, and 27, 
2020.

DISTRICT COURT, SAGUACHE COUNTY, COLORADO 
501 4th Street
Saguache, CO 81149
COURT USE ONLY
Case No.:  2020CV30009
Division: 
HARRIET PATTON, as personal representative for the estate of WIL-
LIAM HARRY PATTON,
Plaintiff,
v.
RIO GRANDE WESTERN LAND COMPANY, INC.; CONNIE TRU-
JILLO in her official capacity as Public Trustee of Saguache County, 
Colorado and all unknown persons who claim any interest in the sub-
ject matter of this action.
Defendants.
ROBINSON & HENRY, P.C.
Jason R. Wolfe #39210
Boyd A. Rolfson #40035
1805 Shea Center Drive, Suite 180
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
P: 303-688-0944
F: 303-470-0620
jason@robinsonandhenry.com
boyd@robinsonandhenry.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
COMPLAINT TO QUIET TITLE PURSUANT TO RULE 105, C.R.C.P. 
Plaintiff, Harriet Patton, as personal representative for the estate of 
William Harry Patton, (“Plaintiff”), by and through her undersigned at-
torney, Robinson and Henry, P.C., file their Complaint to quiet title 
pursuant to Rule 105, C.R.C.P., and state as follows:
INTRODUCTION
1. The Plaintiff seeks to quiet title to the property located at 4 Lime 
Creek Road, Del Norte, CO 81132 in respect to a Deed of Trust that 
was paid off.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE
2. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court for this matter pursuant to C.R.S. 
§ 13-1-124(1)(c).
3. Venue is proper under C.R.C.P. 98 because the real property that 
is the subject to this lawsuit is located in Saguache County, Colorado.
PARTIES
4. Plaintiff, Harriet Patton, as personal representative for the estate 
of William Harry Patton, is a Colorado resident who resides at 20333 
Old Ranch Loop, Nathrop, CO 81236.
5. William Harry Patton was a Colorado resident and is the owner of 
record for the property located at 4 Lime Creek Road, Del Norte, CO 
81132 (the “Property”) more particularly described as:
NE1/4 NE1/4 Section 10, Township 42 North, Range 6 East of the 
N.M.P.M., Saguache County, Colorado, also known as Lot #4, LIME 
CREEK ESTATES, Saguache County, Colorado, reserving a 30 foot 
utility and roadway easement on all boundary lines for purposes of 
ingress, egress, and utilities. 
Parcel Number: 4751-101-00-040
6. Defendant, Rio Grande Western Land Company, Inc. (“Rio Grande 
Western”), was a Colorado Corporation until delinquency on May 1, 
2016. The last known address for Rio Grande Western was 124 W. 
2nd Street, Salida, CO 81201.
7. Connie Trujillo in her official capacity as Public Trustee of Sagua-
che County, Colorado may claim some right, title or interest in the 
Property adverse to Plaintiff by virtue of being the grantee named in 
the deed of trust dated September 10, 1999 and recorded September 
16, 1999 at Reception No. 328050 and re-recorded on February 7, 
2000 at Reception No. 329193, to correct the legal description, in the 
records of the Clerk and Recorder of Saguache County, Colorado, 
granted by Harry Patton for the benefit of Rio Grande Western Land 
Co.
8. All occupants, if any, of the Property, are unknown to Plaintiff and 
are treated as unknown persons.
9. There may be persons or entities who may claim some right, title or 
interest in the Property, which claims are adverse to Plaintiff, or who 
are otherwise interested in the subject matter of this action whose 
names are unknown to Plaintiff and cannot be ascertained despite 
diligent efforts to do so. All such unknown persons or entities have 
been made Defendants in this action and designated as ‘’all unknown 
persons who claim any interest in the subject matter of this action.”  
So far as Plaintiff’s knowledge exists, the interests of the unknown 
parties are derived through one or more of the named Defendants. 
All such claims of all Defendants, including unknown parties, or their 
successors or assigns are, as of the filing of this complaint, without 
foundation or right.
10. Plaintiff has commenced this in rem action under Rule 105, 
C.R.C.P. to declare that no Defendants, no occupants, if any, and no 
unknown parties have any right, title and interest in and to the Prop-
erty, and all claims of all such persons and entities, as of the filing of 
this complaint, are without foundation or right.
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS
11. Plaintiff is the owner of the Property by virtue of a Warranty Deed 
dated November 10, 1999 and recorded on October 12, 1999 at re-
ception number 328287 and re-recorded on November 17, 1999 at 
Reception No. 328579, to correct the legal description,  in the Clerk 
and Recorder’s office for Saguache County, Colorado.
12. At the time of the conveyance of the Property, William Harry Pat-
ton obtained a loan against the property. The Deed of Trust was dated 
September 10, 1999 and recorded September 16, 1999 at Reception 
No. 328050 and re-recorded on February 7, 2000 at Reception No. 
329193, to correct the legal description of the records of the Clerk and 
Recorder of Saguache County, Colorado, granted by William Harry 
Patton for the benefit of Rio Grande Western Land Co.
FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF
Quiet Title Pursuant to C.R.C.P. 105
13. The Plaintiff incorporates herein by reference all other para-
graphs of this Complaint to Quiet Title under C.R.C.P. 105 as if fully 
expressed.
14. Plaintiff and Defendant Rio Grande Western both claim an interest 
in the Property.
15. Defendant Rio Grande Western claims some right, title or interest 
in and to the Property adverse to the Plaintiff; and the claim of said 
Defendant Rio Grande Western is without foundation or right.
16. The Plaintiff is entitled to a complete adjudication of the rights of 
all parties to this action with respect to the Property, and a decree qui-
eting title of the Property as between the rights of Plaintiff, Defendant 
Rio Grande Western, and any and all other Defendants.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for a complete adjudication of the rights 
of all parties to this action with respect to the Property; for a decree 
requiring the Defendants to set forth the nature of their claims; deter-
mining that the Defendants and each of them have no interest, estate 
or claim of any kind whatsoever in the, forever barring and enjoin-
ing the Defendants from asserting any claim or title thereto, quieting 
the title of the Plaintiff in and to the Property and adjudging that the 
Plaintiff is the owner and hold title to the Property in fee simple and is 
entitled to possession of the Property; for costs of this action; and for 
such other relief as to the Court may seem just and proper.
Dated this 20th day of March, 2020.   
ROBINSON & HENRY, P.C.
/s/ Boyd A. Rolfson   
Jason R. Wolfe, #39210
Boyd A. Rolfson, #40035
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
No. 1420
Published in the Valley Courier on April 29, May 6, 13, 20, and 27, 
2020.

DISTRICT COURT, SAGUACHE COUNTY, COLORADO 
501 4th Street
Saguache, CO 81149
COURT USE ONLY
Case No.:  2020CV30009
Division: 
HARRIET PATTON, as personal representative for the estate of 
HARRY PATTON,
Plaintiff,
v.
RIO GRANDE WESTERN LAND COMPANY, INC.; CONNIE TRU-
JILLO in her official capacity as Public Trustee of Saguache County, 
Colorado and all unknown persons who claim any interest in the sub-
ject matter of this action.
Defendants.
ROBINSON & HENRY, P.C.
Jason R. Wolfe #39210
Boyd A. Rolfson #40035
1805 Shea Center Drive, Suite 180
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
P: 303-688-0944
F: 303-470-0620
jason@robinsonandhenry.com
boyd@robinsonandhenry.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
DISTRICT COURT CIVIL SUMMONS
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:  
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to file with the Clerk 
of this Court an answer or other response to the attached Complaint.  
If service of the Summons and Complaint was made upon you within 
the State of Colorado, you are required to file your answer or other 
response within 21 days after such service upon you.  If service of the 
Summons and Complaint was made upon you outside of the State 
of Colorado, you are required to file your answer or other response 
within 35 days after such service upon you.  Your answer or counter-
claim must be accompanied with the applicable filing fee.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the Complaint in 
writing within the applicable time period, the Court may enter judg-
ment by default against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint 
without further notice.
DATED and respectfully submitted this 20th day of March, 2020.
ROBINSON & HENRY, P.C.
/s/ Boyd A. Rolfson
Jason R. Wolfe, #39210
Boyd A. Rolfson, #40035
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
Pursuant to C.R.C.P. 121, Section 1-26(7) a copy of this document 
with original or scanned signatures is maintained at the offices of 
Robinson & Henry, P.C., and will be made available for inspection by 
other parties or the court upon request.
This Summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4, C.R.C.P., as amended. A 
copy of the Complaint must be served with this Summons. This form 
should not be used where service by publication is desired.
WARNING:  A valid summons may be issued by a lawyer and it need 
not contain a court case number, the signature of a court officer, or a 
court seal.  The plaintiff has 14 days from the date this summons was 
served on you to file the case with the court.  You are responsible for 
contacting the court to find out whether the case has been filed and 
obtain the case number.  If the plaintiff files the case within this time, 
then you must respond as explained in this summons.  If the plaintiff 
files more than 14 days after the date the summons was served on 
you, the case may be dismissed upon motion and you may be entitled 
to seek attorney’s fees from the plaintiff.
TO THE CLERK: If the summons is issued by the clerk of the court, 
the signature block for the clerk or deputy should be provided by 
stamp, or typewriter, in the space to the left of the attorney’s name.
No. 1421
Published in the Valley Courier on April 29, May 6, 13, 20, and 27, 
2020.

BRADBURY STAMM CONTRACTORS, INC., the Construction 
Manager General Contractor for this project, requests subcon-
tractor proposals and qualifications for the following project:

NORTH CONEJOS SCHOOL DISTRICT
CENTAURI HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENT
EARLY SITE & UTILITIES PACKAGE
Project Description:  Proposals will be accepted for all trades to de-
molish and replace a parking lot on the school campus.
Project Site Address:  17889 US Highway 285, La Jara, CO 81140
Proposals and qualifications will be accepted until 2:00 PM MST on 
May 28, 2020.  DBE Subcontractors and Suppliers are strongly en-
couraged to respond.  Proposals and qualifications will be accepted 
in the following formats:
Electronic Copies:  bids@bradburystamm.com
Hard Copies:  BRADBURY STAMM
7110 2nd Street NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
Bidding documents are available upon request via email to bids@
bradburystamm.com.  A non-mandatory pre-bid will be held on May 
19, 2020 at 10:00 AM at the Project Site.  Only one representative per 
interested proposer may attend.  Direct any questions to Bradbury 
Stamm Contractors at (505) 765-1200.
No. 1438
Published in the Valley Courier on May 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 
23, 26, and 27, 2020.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1) David W Kennedy, whose last known address was 6117 Hawk Ct, 
Joshua, TX  76058-4246. 
LOTS 44 AND 45 IN BLOCK A IN ALAMOSA RIVER ESTATES, 
AS SHOWN ON THE MAP THEREOF, FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER OF CONEJOS COUNTY, 
STATE OF COLORADO, UNDER RECEPTION NO 162110. SUB-
JECT TO THE PROTECTIVE COVENANTS RECORDED IN BOOK 
239 AT PAGE 520 OF THE CONEJOS COUNTY RECORDS.
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 19th day of No-
vember A.D. 2014, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2013.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of David W. Kennedy, for the said year 2013.
That at said sale, said real estate was struck off to Ben J. Martinez 
and Debbie A. Martinez JTWROS; whose address is P.O. Box 36. 
Capulin, CO  81124 and the Treasurer’s Certificate of Purchase was 
issued therefore to Ben J. Martinez and Debbie A. Martinez JTWROS.  
And as present holder of the certificate they have made request upon 
the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to the said 
Ben J. Martinez and Debbie A. Martinez JTWROS at 3:00 P.M. on 
the 16th day of September A.D. 2020 unless the same has been re-
deemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 21st day of May A.D. 2020.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 1446
Published in the Valley Courier on May 21, 28, and June 3, 2020.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE AT TAX LIEN SALE 
AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S 

DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of the herein-
after Described Land, Lot or Premises and to the Person in Whose 
Name the same was Taxed or Specially Assessed, and to all Persons 
having an Interest or Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To 
Whom It May Concern, and more especially to;
1) Angeline R Casias Trust, whose last known address was P.O. Box 
35, Antonito, CO  81120-0035. 
THE WEST THIRTY (30) FEET OF LOT ONE (1), BLOCK L, IN THE 
TOWN OF ANTONITO, COUNTY OF CONEJOS AND STATE OF 
COLORADO.
You and each of you are hereby notified that on the 16th day of No-
vember A.D. 2016, the then County Treasurer of the County of Cone-
jos, in the State of Colorado, offered for sale at a public tax lien sale 
the above described real estate situated in the County of Conejos, 
State of Colorado, to satisfy the delinquent taxes assessed against 
said real estate for the year 2015.
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in the name(s) 
of Angeline R Casias Trust, for the said year 2015. That at said sale, 
said real estate was struck off to Conejos County; whose address is 
P.O. Box 97, Conejos, CO  81129 and the Treasurer’s Certificate of 
Purchase was issued therefore to Conejos County. And whereas, the 
said Conejos County whose address is PO Box 97, town of Conejos, 
County of  Conejos and State of Colorado, did on the 29th day of 
February A.D. 2020 duly assign the certificate of sale of the tax lien 
on said property aforesaid and all his rights, title and interest in said 
property to Christian Duran, whose address is 23 County Road B, 
Town of Antonito, County of Conejos, State of Colorado;  and as pres-
ent holder of the certificate he has made request upon the Treasurer 
of said County for deeds to said real estate. 
 And as present holder of the certificate he has made request upon 
the Treasurer of said County for a deed to said real estate. 
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said real estate to the said 
Christian Duran at 3:00 P.M. on the 16th day of September A.D. 2020 
unless the same has been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any time prior to the 
actual execution of said Treasurer’s Deed.
Witness my hand and seal this 21st day of May A.D. 2020.
Mack M. Crowther  
Conejos County Treasurer
No. 1447
Published in the Valley Courier on May 21, 28, and June 3, 2020.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 916-20

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On March 12, 2020, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the No-
tice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described 
below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Dave Sisneros AND Michelle Sisneros
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS 
NOMINEE FOR TAYLOR, BEAN & WHITAKER MORTGAGE CORP., 
ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Date of Deed of Trust
April 23, 2009
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
April 28, 2009
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
338372 
Original Principal Amount
$115,710.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$101,610.19
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
Tract 1, D-B Subdivision-Exemption, the Plat of which was filed Sep-
tember 5, 1979 under Reception No. 204696 in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Alamosa County, Colorado
SAVING AND EXCEPTING THEREFROM that portion described in 
deed to the Department of Transportation, State of Colorado, record-
ed August 18, 1998, under Reception No. 289222 of the Alamosa 
County, Colorado, records
in Alamosa County, Colorado.
Also known by street and number as: 4159 County Road 103 South, 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 07/15/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 5/20/2020
Last Publication 6/17/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 03/12/2020
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9800 S. Meridian Blvd., Suite 400,  Engle-
wood, CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 20-024311
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 1448
Published in the Valley Courier on May 20, 27, June 3, 10, and 17, 
2020.

The Conejos Library District is accepting bids for renovations for the 
three libraries, LaJara, Capulin, and Antonito. If interested, For more 
information, please call 719-587-4008 or 719-937-3303.
No. 1451
Published in the Valley Courier on May 19, 20, 22, and 23, 2020.

Public Notices
099

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEEKING CHARAC-
TER ARTIST, pencil 
or chalk. Call 719-849-
0483.(5/20)

163
LOST & FOUND

LOST:  HEARING 
AID lost somewhere at 
Safeway or Walmart.  
REWARD  Please call 
Diana at 274-5998.(5/22)

LOST A PAIR of men’s 
black work boots on W. 
Hwy 160 on way to a fire 
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser be-
fore Del Viento Road. 
If found please call 719-
580-0398.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

THE DEL NORTE Jr/
Sr High School is seek-
ing a qualified Second-
ary Social Studies teach-
er for the 2020/2021 
school year. If you are 
interested please sub-
mit your application, 
resume and cover let-
ter to: Aaron Horrocks 
at ahorrocks@urtigers.
com or contact Aaron 
at 719-657-4030 ext 
1001. Applications can 
be accessed online at 
https://www.dncsd.org/
business/employment-
opportunities.(6/23)
E L E M E N T A R Y 
TEACHER NEED-
ED at Del Norte El-
ementary School for 
the 2020/2021 school 
year. We are seeking 
a  ha rdwork ing a nd 
enthusiastic teaching 
professional to join our 
dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team. Please 
submit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Principal 
at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4030. Applications 
can be picked up at the 
District Office or online 
at:dncsd.org. (6/19)
DEL NORTE HIGH 
School is seeking a qual-
ified Boys’ Basketball 
Head Coach for next 
season. If interested, 
please email Richie Ma-
drid, Del Norte High 
School Athletic Director 
at rmadrid@urtigers.co 
or call him at 719-850-
3623. (6/19)

ACCEP T I NG R E -
SUMES FOR Assistant 
Administrator position 
with Tri-County Senior 
Citizens and Housing. 
Must be proficient in 
Microsoft suite. (Word, 
Excel, Publisher) Prior 
experience in bookkeep-
ing or accounting. Must 
be well organized, detail 
and deadline oriented. 
Will assist with day to 
day operation of Se-
nior Center and Senior 
Apartments. Must relate 
well with people. Will 
plan activities, events 
and trips. Will prepare 
newsletter and reports 
for board review, will 
keep website current. 
Full time position 35-40 
hours per week Monday-
Friday. Mail resumes to 
311 Washington Street, 
Monte Vista, CO 81144 
or email to mary@tri-
countyseniors.com.(6/5)
CDL TRUCK DRIV-
ER needed immedi-
ately for local project. 
$14.00 to $18.00 per 
hour; based on experi-
ence.  Please call 719-
588-8369.(6/2)



221
HELP WANTED

ROTECH HEALTH-
CARE (FORMERLY 
Roth Medical) a nation-
wide company is cur-
rently taking online ap-
plications for a Medical 
Sales Account Executive 
and a Paid Per Service-
Respiratory Therapist/
RN. If interested please 
apply at  https://careers-
rotech.icims.com or 
www.rotech.com .(5/22)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing Home in Del 
Norte CO, is accept-
ing applications for the 
Housekeeping Depart-
ment.  If you would like 
to join our amazing 
team, please come in or 
call for more informa-
tion. 719-657-1105. 1335 
6th Street Del Norte CO 
81132. (RVI in an EOE).
(5/29)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home is now 
hiring LPN’s and RN’s. 
Come join our team! 
Must have a current li-
cense and CPR.  Days 
and Night shift With 
night shift differential. 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th st 
in Del Norte Co or call 
719-657-1105 Ask for 
Susan or Chelcy. (RVI 
is EOE.)(5/29)
APARTMENT MAN-
AGER.  OVER the 
Rainbow Apartments, 
downtown Alamosa 
seeks a live-in, skilled 
property manager.  Re-
sponsibilities include 
lease management, fa-
cility upkeep, handling 
tenant needs and issues.  
Qualifications: mature, 
good communication 
and computer skills, 
good references.  Knowl-
edge of human services 
helpful.  Compensation 
incudes salary, apart-
ment, paid utilities and 
benefits.  Serious ap-
plicants, please submit 
resume to hr@lapuente.
net.(5/29) 

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seek-
ing a girls High School 
Basketball coach for 
the 2020 / 2021 season. 
For more information 
contact Brady Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org.
(5/26)

221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRIS-
TO School District is 
looking for highly mo-
tivated Middle School 
Science Teacher that 
has a desire to teach 
and the ability to pass 
their passion of learning 
onto students.  For more 
i n for mat ion  plea se 
contact Mr. Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org. 
Teaching applications 
may be downloaded 
from sdc.schooldesk.
net. Positions open until 
filled.(5/26)
LOCAL TRUCKING 
COMPANY has an 
opportunity for an over-
night driver. Come join 
our team. Class a CDL 
required with a clean 
MVT with two years 
experience, hazmat cer-
tification a plus. Home 
daily with weekends 
off. Please pick up ap-
pl icat ion at 311 6th 
Street, Alamosa, CO 
81101.(5/23)

SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for a 
Secondary Social Stud-
ies/History Teacher po-
sition.  Please visit our 
website for additional 
information and appli-
cation: www.sargent.
k12.co.us or call 719 
852-4023, option 6.  
Applications accepted 
until position filled. 
EOE(5/22) 
COME BE PART of 
something incredible- 
join the team at Centen-
nial School District R-1! 
We are currently seek-
ing community-minded, 
student-centered educa-
tors for the following 
positions: High School 
Social Studies, K-12 
Music, K-12 Spanish, 
and Special Education 
Paraprofessional. To 
apply for one of these 
positions visit https://
www.centennial.k12.
co.us/o/centennial-r1/
page/teaching-certified-
staff-positions or send 
resume, cover letter, 
unofficial transcripts, 
three current letters of 
reference, and a copy of 
any appropriate licenses 
to tmelster@centenni-
alschool.net.(5/20)

221
HELP WANTED

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seek-
ing a girls Middle School 
Basketball coach for the 
2020 / 2021 season.  For 
more information con-
tact Brady Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org.
(5/26)

M AT H I A S  C O N -
CRETE POSITIONS 
opening for full time 
CDL truck drivers Class 
A or B. Call for more 
information. 719-852-
3732.(6/3)

JONES OIL COM-
PANY seeking route 
drivers. Need to have 
CDL Class A or B with 
hazmat and tanker en-
dorsement. Clean MVR. 
Must be 21 or older. Call 
719-754-2221 for appli-
cation.(5/27)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $7.00 in hay shed 
(719) 580-2509.(6/20)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917 
(7-13-TFN)

341 - GARAGE 
SALES

GARAGE SALE! EV-
ERYTHING must go! 
588 Spruce St. Monte 
Vista. Saturday 5/23. 
8am-1pm.(5/23)

351
LIVESTOCK

9 FEEDER LAMBS 
for sale, $100 each. Call 
719-588-7325.(5/30)

BLACK ANGUS RE-
PLACEMENT heifers. 
Call 719-852-5269.(5/29)

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

V A L L E Y  D O G 
TRAINING, restart-
ing obedience, classes, 
Social Distancing. June 
4th. 6 weeks $50. 719-
379-4157 information.
(6/5)

F R E E  K I T T E N S . 
BOX trained and eating 
on own. Call 720-483-
2720.(5/23)

FREE KITTENS TO 
good inside homes. Call 
719-250-7597.(6/22)

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)
OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a home? 
San Luis Valley Animal 
Welfare Society is a 
nonprofit animal rescue 
dedicated to stopping 
the euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Having 
pets altered is the num-
ber one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies con-
tact us. We will take the 
puppies into our rescue 
and spay the mama dog 
for free after the puppies 
are weaned. If needed 
we will also provide 
dog food & gas money 
to get the dogs to us to 
help in this situation. 
Spay/neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
good responsible homes 
for over 8,000 animals. 
Contact 719-587-9663 
(WOOF); email:  woof@
slvaws.org. (TFN)
N EED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to adopt 
kittens? Help trap/neu-
ter/release efforts? Do-
nate food/litter/supplies? 
Low cost spay/neuter 
clinic for cats. http://
www.catsaliveslv.com 
719-298-7028. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

FREE TO GOOD home. 
Adults and kittens. NO 
MOUSERS OR BARN 
CATS. Spay/neuter clin-
ics coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Donna 
K 719-589-5952 or 719-
580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 2 
or 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home 1981 or higher for 
$15,000 or under. Call or 
text 719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

WANTED SUMMER 
PASTURE for 30 cows. 
Call 719-588-7895.(5/29)

507 - BOATS & 
MARINE EQUIP.

12F T A LU M I N U M 
$250. 17ft Crestliner 
$1200. 22ft Glastron in-
board outboard Merk 888 
$2000. 14ft Lund center 
console nine hp Yamaha 
4 stroke $1800. Call 719-
588-7646.(6/2)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

NICE 1 BEDROOM 
apartment across from 
ASU. Washer/Dryer in-
cluded. 719-251-3597 
(6/6)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT 4 bed-
room 2 bath home. 
Over 3000 sq.ft. $1050 
month. Does include all 
utilities. No smokers/
pets. References re-
quired. Available May 
1st. Call 719-589-3759.
(5/19-TFN)
BEAUTIFUL 3 BED-
ROOM, 2 bath country 
home with fireplace 
will be available June 1, 
2020. 1st, last, security 
& utility deposit. 1-year 
l e a s e .  Refe r enc es . 
Monthly rent is $800 
plus utilities. Contact 
Cheryl 719-480-0502. 
Leave a message. (6/13)

614 - MOBILE 
HOMES FOR RENT

2 MOBILE HOME 
Lots for lease. $250/
mo, electricity, water, 
sewer hookups, San-
ford. Cal l 719-580-
8063.(6/5)

620
STORAGE UNITS

F OR R E N T 15 0 0 
sq.ft storage/workshop. 
Available April 19th. 
$400 month. Call 719-
589-3759.(5/19 TFN)

702 - AUTOS 
FOR SALE

2011 FORD SHEL-
BY Cobra, glass roof. 
15,000 miles. $48,500/
obo, Call 719-588-5198.
(6/17)

717
WATER SHARES

3825 GALLONS OF 
Middlemist water for 
sa le.  Cal l 719-588-
2001. (5/26)
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Classifieds

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.

Casita del 
Sol

1405 W. 11th Street
Alamosa, CO 

589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider
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Open everything now! Really?
By JERRY BRADY

Open a business now 
and or stay the course? 

Sacrifice lives or sac-
rifice jobs? 

The issue is almost as 
fraught as the simple 
choice fac-
ing all of us: 
Do we wear 
a mask to 
protect oth-
ers or go 
bare-faced 
in public?   

T h o s e 
willing to 
take risks 
that seem 
reckless to 
others in-
clude Lau-
r e n  B o e -
ber t ,  the 
a l w a y s -
a r m e d 
o w n e r  o f 
Shooter’s Grill in Rifle, 
Colorado, who served pa-
trons despite Gov. Jared 
Polis’s order, and Doug 
and Christine Lohman, 
owners of Hardware 
Brewery in Kendrick, 
Idaho, who made a big 
deal of opening May 1, 
also against a governor’s 
order.

Kendrick, population 
307,  is  where Doug 
and Christine Lohman 
poured their life’s sav-
ings into a pub fashioned 
out of a former hardware 
store. The bar depends 
almost entirely on cus-
tomers from somewhere 
else, like the University 
of Idaho, 30 miles away, 
or Lewiston, about 60 
miles away. 

Their Hardware Brew-
ery would be recognized 
in most towns as a pleas-
ant local Cheers, except 
it’s not in anybody’s 
neighborhood.   

Under a plan pub-
lished by Idaho Republi-
can Gov. Brad Little, the 
pub could have reopened 
as a restaurant May 16 
and as a bar June 13.  It 
likely would also have 
received $10,000 from 
a small business relief 
fund created by Little 
with federal dollars. 
Instead, the Lohman’s 
said they had to open 
early or go bankrupt. 
Feeling that they’re “as 
safe as McDonald’s,” 
the couple invited some 
Very Important People 
to their opening.

Janice McGeachin, the 
Republican lieutenant 
governor, traveled 500 
miles from Idaho Falls 
to attend.  She said she’d 
been incensed from the 
start that only establish-
ments providing food, 
medical care, public pro-
tection or construction 
were deemed “essential.”  
All businesses are es-
sential, the lieutenant 
governor said, including 
pubs —such as the one 
she also operates — 
and should be open as 
a constitutional right of 
assembly.     

With her was Raul 
Labrador, the chairman 
of the Idaho Republican 
Party and a recent mem-
ber of Congress who lost 
a close primary election 
to Little in 2018, plus two 
state legislators from 
Lewiston. 

Labrador wanted the 
state open in April. 

All opposed the gover-
nor from the first, as did 
the speaker of the Idaho 
House, many other leg-
islators and numerous 
sheriffs and county com-
missioners — opponents 
similar in other Western 
states. 

You have to hand it 
to Little, who has ne-
gotiated the pandemic 
with patience and skill.  
New cases are trending 
downward, crushing the 
curve at least for now, 
and testing is expanding 
rapidly.  A recent poll by 
the Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry 
found nearly 80 percent 
of Idahoans support the 

governor’s four-stage re-
opening plan, with even 
higher support among 
Republicans.    

Like other small states, 
Idaho received $1.2 bil-
lion in federal funds, 

among the 
h i g h e s t 
a m o u n t s 
per-capita 
nat iona l -
ly, on top 
of payroll 
p r o t e c -
t i on  and 
enhanced 
unemploy-
ment  in -
s u r a n c e .  
L i t t l e  i s 
using $300 
million for 
g r a n t s 
o f  up  to 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 
e a c h  t o 

small businesses like 
Hardware Brewing and 
most recently, to daycare 
centers.

With the minimum 
wage an abysmal $7.25 
an hour, Idaho wages are 
so low unemployment 
payments can be more 
attractive than working. 

For a few months at 
least, about half of the 
100,000 unemployed 
Idahoans have caught a 
rare break in life.

Notably, protestors 

chose not to stage their 
rebellion in nearby Nez 
Perce County where 20 
of its 95 infected county 
residents have died, or 
at a meatpacking plant 
south of Boise where 
23 workers have been 
sent home after testing 
positive. 

The “open now” lead-
ers have championed 
near-absolute freedom 
versus what they label as 
government oppression.    
Little has cast his deci-
sions in soft language, 
advising residents to 
shelter in place “as best 
you can” or saying of 
the Kendrick protesters, 
“they certainly aren’t 
making this any easier.”  

Recently,  however, 
he suggested that those 
who open bars or hair sa-
lons prematurely “could 
lose their operating 
licenses.” But the gov-
ernor took no action as 
six businesses opened 
early in Idaho Falls. In 
Colorado, Shooter’s Grill 
was handed a cease and 
desist order — no ambi-
guity there. 

When this all began, 
we might have assumed 
it would only last a 
few months. Instead, it 
could turn out to be like 
World War I, an epic 
slog that ended with 

vastly more people dying 
from flu than combat. 

This pandemic likewise 
requires wartime-like 

unity, goodwill and clear 
thinking. 

Courtesy photo

Jerry Brady
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Expanding access to higher 

education can help Colorado 

meet the demand for nurses
By TONYA DRAKE 
WGU Regional Vice 

President Northwest 
and WGU Washington 

Chancellor
Since the outbreak of 

COVID-19, we’ve seen 
hundreds of people across 
the country join together 
to show appreciation for 
healthcare workers and 
first responders by cheer-
ing and making noise 
from rooftops, balconies 
and windows. We’ve seen 
hashtags like “#ClapBe-
causeWeCare” and “#Soli-
darityat8” sweep across 
social media, often accom-
panied by videos of people 
joining in the celebration. 
Nurses and healthcare 
workers on the front lines 
of the pandemic have seen 
renewed appreciation for 
the work they do, as they 
face risks to their own 
health and safety. 

Unfortunately, we’re 
experiencing a nursing 
shortage that is projected 
to worsen in the coming 
years. Before the corona-
virus pandemic, Colorado 
was projected to have a 
shortage of 12,900 nurses 
by 2025. 

The novel coronavi-
rus has exasperated the 
nursing shortage as more 
patients require care. As 
hospitals face an influx of 
COVID-19 patients, they 
are ramping up their bed 
capacity, but they might 
not have enough nurses 
to staff them. Because 
nurses are such an impor-
tant part of the healthcare 
system, a shortage poses 
serious implications for 
healthcare organizations 
and the patients they 
serve. The importance of 
increasing the pipeline of 
qualified medical profes-
sionals is more important 
than ever. 

Expanding access to 
education is a crucial step 
in meeting the need for 
qualified nurses. Outlined 
below are three ways to 
make education more 
accessible for those inter-
ested in pursuing a degree.

 

Embrace  Onl ine 
Learning

Online learning has a 
way of cutting through 
what can seem like a 
vast tangle of out-of-date 
requirements. While go-
ing to college online is 
often just as rigorous and 
challenging as attending 
a traditional, on-campus 
school, students earning 
a degree online don’t face 
the same kinds of time 
and space restrictions. 
Online learning opens 
doors to students whose 
work schedules don’t sync 
up with traditional on-site 
college courses or students 
who can’t commute to a 
local campus. Technology 
also streamlines learning 
for working adults, with 
round-the-clock access to 
learn at their own pace. 

 
Implement Compe-

tency-Based Learning
Competency-based edu-

cation (CBE) measures 
skills and learning rather 
than time. Students prog-
ress through courses as 
soon as they can prove 
they’ve mastered the ma-
terial, rather than ad-
vancing only when the 
semester or term ends. 
If a student can learn 
faster, spend more time 
on schoolwork, or lean on 
knowledge they already 
have from previous work 
or school experience, they 
can accelerate. Given the 
financial burden placed 
on students pursuing 
higher education, compe-
tency-based models offer 
a quicker, and therefore 
more affordable, alterna-
tive.

Create Pathways to 
Success

According to research, 
36 million people in the 
U.S. have some college 
credit but no degree. Cre-
ating clear pathways to 
transfer existing credits 
can encourage students 
to re-engage with higher 
education and finish their 
degrees. Transparency 
and assistance are two vi-

tal components of helping 
students get the most out 
of their transfer credits. 
Partnering closely with 
community colleges and 
other universities also 
helps build clear articu-
lation agreements so stu-
dents avoid losing credit. 

Nursing schools across 
the country are struggling 
to accept and graduate 
enough registered nurses 
to keep up with the current 
healthcare demand. On-
line schools like Western 
Governors University help 
registered nurses earn 
their bachelor’s degrees 
or master’s degrees while 
continuing to work. WGU 
is well-positioned to sup-
port an influx of students 
interested in pursuing 
degrees in healthcare. For 
example, WGU can scale 
up easily to take on more 
students given the flexible 
cap on enrollment. WGU is 
also one of the most afford-
able models in healthcare 
across the entire nation. 
Rather than charging 
tuition per credit, the uni-
versity charges per term, 
which helps students 
control the ultimate cost of 
their degrees. In addition, 
WGU offers the Nurses 
Appreciation Scholarship, 
which awards nurses who 
are ready to earn a bach-
elor’s or master’s degree 
with up to $2,500. 

In order to increase the 
pipeline of skilled nurses 
and healthcare profes-
sions, we must first in-
crease access to accredited 
education and training. 
By leveraging technol-
ogy to support online 
learning, implementing 
competency-based learn-
ing models and creating 
clear pathways to degree 
completion, more people 
will achieve their educa-
tional goals and advance 
in their careers.

A cold 

concoction 

perfect for 

summer nights 
Summer is synonymous with many things. Vacations, 

warm weather and al fresco dining are part and parcel 
of many people’s summertime routines.

Another beloved routine is enjoying a cold bever-
age on a warm summer evening. As summer breezes 
invite scores of people outside to relax on their patios, 
decks or balconies, a cold beverage can be just what’s 
needed to take such relaxing nights one step further. 
The following recipe for “Summer Cantaloupe” from 
Andrew Schloss’ “Homemade Liqueurs and Infused 
Spirits” (Storey Publishing) is easily whipped up and 
can go a long way toward making summer evenings 
especially sweet.

Summer Cantaloupe
Makes about 1 quart

1 fifth (31/4 cups) 80-100 proof vodka
4 cups cantaloupe chunks
1 cup Simple Syrup (see below)
 Finely grated zest of 2 lemons

1. Muddle the vodka, cantaloupe and lemon zest with 
a wooden spoon in a half-gallon jar. Stir to moisten 
everything.

2. Seal the jar and put it in a cool, dark cabinet until 
the liquid smells and tastes strongly of melon, four to 
seven days.

3. Strain the mixture with a mesh strainer into a clean 
quart jar. Do not push on the solids to extract more 

liquid.
4. Stir in the Simple Syrup.
5. Seal and store in a cool, dark cabinet. Use within 

one year.

Simple Syrup
Makes 3 cups

21/4 cups water
21/4 cups granulated cane sugar

Mix the water and sugar in a small saucepan until 
the sugar is all moistened. Bring to a boil over medium-
high heat. Stir to make sure the sugar is completely 
dissolved, then remove from the heat and let cool. 
Refrigerate for up to three months. SL206017


