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Cases continue to be confirmed
SAN LUIS VALLEY — 

Today, six more COVID-19 
positive case results were 
confirmed in the San Luis 
Valley, bringing our total 
cumulative number to 75. 
Five of those cases came 
from Alamosa County and 
one came from Saguache 
County. Twenty-one of the 
total cases have completed 
isolation. Public Health 
Agencies in Saguache 
and Rio Grande Counties 
are following up on an 
outbreak in the Center 
area. We will have more 
information on that when 

it becomes available. Out-
break investigation at the 
mushroom farm continues 
and is being supported by 
a team of specialists at the 
State Health Department. 
The mushroom farm con-
tinues to collaborate with 
the investigation and is 
following recommenda-
tions made by Public 
Health for worker health 
and safety. Numbers are 
updated weekdays at 
slvemergency.org/slv-co-
vid-19.

Data shows the CO-
VID-19 pandemic is slow-

ing across the country, 
including in Colorado, 
even while testing ramps 
up. This is good news 
because it means now we 
finally have somewhat of 
a foothold on the situa-
tion. Doctors are learning 
better ways to treat symp-
toms, personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and 
other necessary medical 
supplies are becoming 
more available, there are 
more tests available, and 
there are different kinds 
of tests available. Initial 
efforts to slow the spread 

have been successful and 
given precious time for 
scientists and manufac-
turers to catch up. Now we 
need to hold our ground.

Right now local empha-
sis is on diagnostic testing, 
which is most critical for 
containing the virus. Commission empathizes 

with business coalition
By KEITH R. 

CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — As esti-
mated 30-plus members 
of the recently formed 
San Luis Valley Business 
Coalition met with the 
Alamosa County Board of 
Commissioners Thursday 
afternoon in person and 
via Zoom to emphasize the 
need to reopen businesses 
during the COVID-19 
crisis.

Due to the state-man-
dated limit of 10 people 
gathering in person, only 
four members of the coali-
tion joined commissioners 
in their chambers includ-
ing Jake Burris, Donnie 
Bautista, Mathew Abbey 
and Derek Heersink.

All three commissioners 
empathized with the busi-
ness owners and showed a 
willingness to work with 
them to reopen more busi-
nesses in a safe fashion 
including using personal 
protection equipment and 
hand sanitizing.

Discussions were most-
ly centered around the 
variance submitted by 
the county to the state 
earlier this week asking 
for lenience in opening 
more businesses includ-
ing restaurants, gyms, 
movie theaters, places of 
worship, campgrounds 
and public gatherings (see 
separate story).

Commissioner Helen 
Sigmund said the support 
of San Luis Valley Health 
was critical to the vari-
ance noting that Dolores 
County was denied a vari-
ance with no cases of the 
virus because their local 
hospital did not support 
the request.

Commissioner Darius 
Allen detailed that ap-
proval of a variance is 
largely based on a low 
number of positive cases 
of the virus occurring over 
a 14-day period. With the 
recent outbreak at the 
mushroom farm, he feels 
it’s very unlikely that 
Alamosa County’s request 
will be approved.

Sigmund suggested that 
if the variance is denied, 
the commission will work 
the local public health of-
fice to determine how to 
reapply.

“One size does not fit 
all,” Allen said. “Let’s look 
at each county individu-
ally and work with each 
county individually.”

He went on to compare 
the population of the en-
tire Valley to some of the 
larger communities on the 
front range and reiterated 
that “one size does not fit 
all.”

County Attorney Jason 
Kelly opened the work ses-
sion with a history of state 
mandates related to the 
outbreak and the gover-

nor’s power to issue orders 
related to it through the 
state health department.

When asked what voice 
the county has at the state 
level, Commission Chair-
man Michael Yohn said 
Colorado Counties, Inc. 
(CCI) gives rural coun-
ties a bigger voice at the 
state level. He also noted 
that Allen’s longtime time 
tenure as a commissioner 
has allowed him to develop 
relationships with people 
at the state level.

Allen reiterated the 
strength of CCI, but also 
encouraged the attend-
ees to contact their state 
legislators; Senator Larry 
Crowder and Representa-
tive Donald Valdez. “I call 
or email them almost every 
day,” Allen said.

“Put the responsibility 
back on the people to be 
safe,” he said, “instead of 
the governor’s office tell-
ing each county what fits 
for them.

“You think we don’t 
want to open up?” Allen 
continued. “We’re crazy if 
we don’t want to open up. 
It’s our livelihood. Why 
wouldn’t we want to open 
up?”

Referring to the county’s 
budget work session on 
Wednesday, Allen said the 
county is projecting losing 
$1.3 million in revenue 
due to the outbreak.

Helping their 
neighbors

Saguache 
seniors 

receive meal 
kits

By DAWN KREBS
Special to the Valley 

Courier
ALAMOSA — Some 

senior residents of Sagua-
che County are feeling a 
little more secure these 
days about where their 
next meal is coming from, 
thanks to the combined ef-
forts of the South-Central 
Colorado Seniors Area 
Agency on Aging and nu-
merous volunteers.

“As the days pass and 
our most vulnerable older 
adults continue to remain 
in their homes, isolated 
because of COVID-19, 
malnutrition sets in,” said 
Monica Wolfe, executive 
director of the South-
Central Colorado Seniors. 
“Many of them don’t have 
any family or friends.”

So the South-Central 
Colorado Seniors, a non-
profit organization that 
has been helping residents 
60 years old and older here 
in the San Luis Valley for 
more than 35 years, part-
nered up with HEART of 
Saguache to provide shelf-
stable meal boxes to those 
who are homebound and 
have no access to food.

 The two organizations 
took a few busy days to 
pack and then distribute 
the meal boxes that were 
filled with food items that 
have a long shelf life, such 
as applesauce, juice and 
other items. The boxes pro-

vided a total of 42 meals 
- breakfast, lunch and din-
ner - enough to cover two 
weeks for eating.

The volunteers work-
ing to help feed Saguache 
seniors consisted of staff 
members from the South-
Central Colorado Seniors, 
adult and youth members 
of the San Luis Valley, and 
volunteers within Sagua-
che County delivering the 
meals.

Wolfe wanted to stress 
that a project this large 
wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without help from 
the organization’s com-
munity partners, staff and 
volunteers.

“We owe a huge thank 
you to Atencio’s Market, 
City Market, Safeway, 
Top-Value in Monte Vista, 
Walmart and all the volun-
teers in the community,” 
she said. 

South-Central Colorado 
Seniors continues to serve 
the senior residents of 
the San Luis Valley with 
a number of resources, 
including serving hot 
homebound meals to all 
counties, hot grab and go 
meals at meal sites, and 
offering both 14-day and 
five-day shelf-stable meal 
boxes. But they need con-
tinuous assistance to meet 
the seniors’ needs.

“Because we serve the 
entire San Luis Valley, 
we have a need for more 
volunteers and dona-
tions,” Wolfe explained. 
“Our staff and volunteers 
work hard, and are dedi-
cated to the older adult 
population.”

Wolfe also encourages 
those that have extra sup-
plies to think about the 

Courtesy photo by South-Central Colorado Seniors   

Nadine Gurule, volunteer at the Alamosa meal site, 
works with Michelle Phillips, staff member and volun-
teer, and volunteer Joseph Hawkins with the organiza-
tion of the recent food donation to the South-Central 
Colorado Seniors Area Agency on Aging. The food was 
gathered into meal boxes and distributed to seniors 
in Saguache County.

CCCF Launches Sangre de Cristo Electric’s 
Community Grants Application 

CHAFFEE COUNTY 
– The Chaffee County 
Community Foundation 
(CCCF) is announcing the 
opening of the application 
process for organizations 
interested in applying to 
Sangre de Cristo Electric 
Association’s (SDCEA) 
Community Grants pro-
gram. The program has a 
total budget of $32,350 to 
be awarded to organiza-
tions serving residents 
living in Chaffee, Custer, 
Lake, and Fremont coun-
ties. 

The SDCEA board has 
entered into a partnership 
with CCCF to bring more 
consistency, transpar-
ency, and impartiality to 
their community grants 
process. For 2020, CCCF 
has built an online ap-
plication through which 
organizations can quickly 
and consistently request 
SDCEA support. CCCF 

will form a community 
grants review commit-
tee to review, rank, and 
conduct site visits with 
applicants before making 
final funding decisions.

The online application 
is “live” as of Tuesday, 
May 12th, 2020 and has 
a deadline of Friday, 
June 5th, 2020 at 5pm. 
Applications will be re-
viewed and site visits 
conducted in June, with 
funding being decided and 
awarded in July, 2020. 
Eligible organizations can 
request up to $5,000 in 
general operating, capital, 
or programmatic funds. 
Applicants must demon-
strate clear connection to 
SDCEA’s 2020 community 
grant program priorities of 
community health, basic 
needs, disaster prepared-
ness or relief including 
search and rescue, and 
animal welfare.

For more detailed eli-
gibility and program cri-
teria, or to apply, visit 
CCCF’s May 12th blog 
post: https://www.chaffee-
community.org/blog

Or you may use the 
direct portal link to ap-
ply: https://www.gran-
tinterface.com/Home/
Logon?urlkey=ccgrants

Organizations with 
questions or Chaffee, 
Custer, Lake, or Fremont 
county residents who are 
interested in applying for 
the grant review commit-
tee may email grants@
chaffeecommunity.org. 

Follow CCCF on Face-
book and Instagram, or 
sign up for their newslet-
ter at www.chaffeecom-
munity.org to get notifica-
tions and updates. 

Simple idea. Lasting 
impact.

■ See COVID page 3

■ See SLVBC page 3

Hero Fly-over
BUCKLEY AIR FORCE 

BASE – In an effort to 
reach more areas of the 
state and salute more 
COVID-19 front line he-
roes, the Colorado Air 
National Guard’s 140th 
Wing will conduct a 
second F-16 Fighting 
Falcon flyover Friday, 
12:14 pm - SLV Health 
Regional Medical Center, 
Alamosa, Colo.

Variance Meeting

SAGUACHE — Sagua-
che County Commission-
ers will hold a special meet-
ing on Friday, May 15, 2020 
at  9 a.m.

This meeting will be held 
to approve the variance re-
quest to  the Colorado De-
partment of Public Health 
and Environment

The meeting will be held 
by zoom – zoom meeting 
information below

Join zoom meeting
H t t p s : / / z o o m .

Us/j/142418957
Meeting id: 142 418 957
Join by phone
+1 253 215 8782 Us
+1 301 715 8592 Us
Password - 544038
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alamosa Ma-
sonic Hall, 512 San Juan 
Ave.  Call Sharon at 589-
4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

ALAMOSA — Veter-
ans Therapeutic/Sup-
port Group meets every 
Monday from 5-6:30 p.m. 
at 315 State Ave. Ste 
101, Alamosa.  Call 588-
8885 to register or email 
d.counselingservices@
hotmail.com

SOUTH FORK — 
Kiwanis meets every 
Thursday at 8 a.m. at the 

Feelin' Good Coffeehouse 
in South Fork. Contact: 
Karen Miller, 719-873-
5466 or email mkmiller-
mink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome 
to attend a free meeting 
or call Doris at 589-6396 
for more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA  — The 
San Luis Valley Photog-
raphy Club meets the 
first Wednesday at the 
Alamosa Public Library 
at 6:30 p.m. Contact Ste-
phen Jensen at 379-0001 
or slvphotostephen@
gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources 
for families affected by 
the impact of substance 
abuse. They meet on 
the third Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Citizens Center at 92 
Rio Grande Ave. (on the 
north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Cam-
pus Ministry Office, 
Adam State Univer-
sity, Alamosa, is held on 

Thursdays at 5:15 p.m. 
Everyone is invited. Con-
tact Candace Knowlan 
805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary 
Unit #113, Alamosa, 
holds its monthly meet-
ing at 6 p.m. on the 
second Wednesday at 
the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call 
Evelyn Espinola at 719-
313-1466 or Alice Rob-
inson at 589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress man-
agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sun-
day of the month at St. 
Thomas Episcopal Par-
ish Hall, 607 Fourth St., 
Alamosa, with Moun-
tain Institute, A Kriya, 
Meditation & Lamp-
lighting School. Contact 
Martin at 575-758-5876 
or talentolocal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Fri-
day morning to sing, 
color, dance, read, enjoy 
adventures, share with 
friends and giggle. Ba-
bies and toddlers are 
welcome at 9:30 a.m. 
and preschoolers at 11 
a.m.

VALLEY — The 
San Luis Valley 
offers many Alco-
holics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A.  members ’ 
primary purpose 
is to stay sober 
and help other al-
coholics to achieve 
sobriety.

Fo l lowing  are 
District 3 San Luis 
Valley AA 12-Step 
Meetings. The 6th 
Tradition states that 
we are not affiliated 
with any outside 
organizations, but 
in the spirit of coop-
eration, we list these 
meeting schedules 
for friends and fam-
ily. For information, 
call 719-937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred 

Heart Parish Center 
at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 
108 W Galena Ave., 
Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 
4th St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s 
Meeting at Masonic 
Hall, 598 Spruce St., 
Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 
304 Walnut St., La 
Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain 
View Presbyterian 
Church at 2nd and 
Broadway, Monte 
Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 
2005 Mullens, Ala-
mosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of 
San Luis at 403 Main 
St., San Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall at 598 Spruce, 
Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church at 
607 4th St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st 
and State, Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone 
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h , 
County Rd. T, Cre-
stone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 
304 Walnut St., La 

Jara.
7:30 p.m. Ables/

Disables,  Baptist 
Church at 751 Lin-
coln St., Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and 
Edison, Alamosa. 

 

SATURDAY
5:30 pm. at 929 

State Ave., Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito.

8  p .m.  Mountain 
View Presbyter ian 
Church at 2nd and 
B r o a d w a y ,  M o n t e 
Vista

For schedule chang-
es, please contact your 
group service repre-
sentative (GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country 

Club Dr.  Monte Vista
WEDNESDAY

5:30 p.m. SLV Be-
havior Health Group 
at 8745 CR 9S., Ala-
mosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 
St., Alamosa

7  p .m.  Cres tone 
Town Hall, downtown 
Crestone (second and 
fourth Thursdays)

PENDING OBITUARIES

VALLEY COURIER
POLICY ON OBITUARIES

The Valley Courier charges a flat fee of $30 for each obituary published. 
Pending arrangements or death notices are run at no charge.

This charge affects funeral homes, as well as family or other representa-
tives, that directly place obituaries. All paid obituaries are published on our 
web site, www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit will be rerun. If the errors are on the part of the submit-
ting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

Bryan Clive Edgar
 ALAMOSA — Bryan 

Clive Edgar was born on 
January 22, 1955, to Vir-
ginia Anderson Edgar and 
Clive L. Edgar in Alamosa 
Colorado. He passed away 
on Wednesday, April 15th, 
2020 in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.   Bryan married 
Effie Lorraine Silvey, 
November 9th, 1978. To-
gether they raised their 
daughter Autumn Lorae.

 He is survived by his 
mother Virginia Edgar of 
Sanford, Colorado, former 
spouse Effie Zirnheld of 
Edgewood, NM, daughter 
Autumn Edgar of Albu-
querque, New Mexico, 
brothers Tony (Gabriela) 
Edgar of Saint Johns, 
Florida, Darren (Monica) 
Edgar and Kevin (Connie) 
Edgar of Sanford, Colo-

rado, along with numerous 
nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by 
his father Clive Edgar, sis-
ter Loralee Robinson, and 
brother-in-law Thomas 
Robinson.

 He led a full life, com-
plete with the opportunity 

to record his own original 
music and the ability to 
own and operate the Swan 
River Chocolate Factory in 
Red River, New Mexico. 
What he really loved doing 
though was cutting tur-
quoise and other precious 
stones for Edgar Stone 
Designs. Bryan loved to 
speak about his childhood 
memories growing up in 
Colorado and the fun times 
with family and friends. 
He enjoyed the time spent 
with uncles and cousins 
in Nevada and talking 
about turquoise. He was 
a compassionate person 
always showing kindness 
and consideration for the 
less fortunate. 

 A graveside memorial 
service will be held at a 
later date.

Truman “Red” Guy Jones 
DURANGO — Truman, 

a Vietnam Veteran, went 
to meet his maker on May 
12, 2020. 

Truman is survived 
by his sister Bertha L. 
Ortega; his nephew & 
nieces Dean Jones, Felicia 
Cordova (Joe Cordova), 
Sherrie Ortega (Antonio 
Rivota), and Stacey Jones-
Hileman; his great grand-
nephews & nieces John 
“RJ” Manzanares II, Cole 
Jones, Ashley Southard, 
Michaela Aoyama, Anas-
tasia Manzanares, Hay-
lee Hileman, and Kaleb 
Hileman and numerous 
great-great-grand neph-
ews & nieces. Truman is 
preceded in death by his 
parents, Everette & Ruth 
Jones, brother William 
“Bill” Jones, and sister 

Mary Traylor.
Private funeral services 

will be held at Holt Fu-
neral Home Monday, May 
18, 2020, at 12:30 pm.  You 
will be able to view the ser-
vice live via Youtube.com 
search Holt Funeral Live 
Stream Truman Jones.

Following the services, 

Truman will be trans-
ported to the Greenmount 
Cemetery in Durango, 
Colorado where he will 
be laid to rest the next 
morning Tuesday, May 
19, 2020, 10 a.m.

To share a memory or 
send condolences to the 
family, please go online 
to www.holtfamilyfuner-
alhomes.com.

 Lawrence “Larry” Jackson 
MONTE VISTA — Lawrence “Larry” Jackson, 95, passed away May 14, 2020. 

Arrangements are pending and  have been entrusted to Romero Valley Funeral 
Home of Monte Vista.

Anxiety-What is it and Why do I have it?

By JESSICA CHACON 
San Luis Valley Behavioral Health 

Group
ALAMOSA —We’re in a crisis, a global 

pandemic-an experience many have 
never had before. Our minds are rac-
ing, hearts pounding, bodies quivering 
at one level or another. Emotions are 
telling stories of anger, agitation, fear, 
sadness and worry. We’re being asked 
to stay home-whether it’s safe for us or 
not. Technology is now the front and 
center of our worlds-connecting us to 
our jobs, support systems and the ones 
we love. The world, the nation and our 
small community is anxious and it’s OK 
if you are too! 

Anxiety is not “bad,” is our natural 
response to a real or perceived threat 
and sometimes we need to feel anxious 
in order to stay safe. When our mind 
receives this message, it turns on alarm 
systems within the depths of our brain. 
A place called the limbic system-it is 
home to an almond shaped group of 
nuclei, that is known for its role in our 
stress response or our process of fear. 
This response is often referred to as our 
“fight or flight” state. When this alarm 
sounds, the brain signals the body to 
take action. This is when one may begin 
to experience an increase in heart rate, 
respiratory rate, emotional dysregula-
tion and rapid thoughts. Yup, anxiety 
can tend to “take over-” physiologically, 
emotionally and cognitively!

The good news is nothing is wrong 
with you and this experience you are 
having is not permanent. Your mind is 
not who you are, your brain can change 
no matter how old you are, your body is 
adaptable and your spirit is resilient. A 
couple of our greatest tools are within-
a deep exhalation will automatically 
shift your nervous system from stress 
to relaxation. Try inhaling for 4 seconds, 
hold for 7 seconds and exhale through 
your mouth for 8 seconds and listen to 
the “whoosh” sound as the breath leaves 
your body. Make sounds like Mmm, Ahhh 
and Hmmm as you reach your hands up 
to the sky and back down to your sides; 
this can be relaxing and help you take a 
mini reset. Or, take yourself on a walk 
at one of the many trail systems in your 
home town. Anxiety decreases when we 
take action!

Lastly, remember there are people 
out here that care for you including all 
of the staff and clinicians at San Luis 
Valley Behavioral Health Group. We 
are still seeing clients on Monday-Friday 
via tele-therapy and this month we are 
offering Facebook Live Events to teach 
you coping skills! 

If you are experiencing a crisis, please 
call 719-589.3671 or call the crisis hotline 
1 (844) 493-TALK (8255). For after busi-
ness hours assistance, please call 911 
or the crisis hotline 1 (844) 493-TALK 
(8255) or text TALK to 38255 to receive 
mental health crisis support.
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FSWCF awards grants across the SLV

ALAMOSA – When 
Colorado was hit with 
forced closures due to 
COVID-19, First South-
west Community Fund 
(FSWCF) worked quickly 
to create relief for small 
businesses.

Receiving feedback that 
our rural businesses and 
nonprofits needed im-
mediate cash assistance, 
FSWCF launched the 
Emergency Micro-Grant 
Program. By partnering 
with nonprofits and local 
governments in our rural 
communities we created 
four separate emergency 
micro-grant programs to 
provide relief to small 
businesses and nonprofits 
in southwest and southern 
Colorado. Overall, the pro-

grams were able to create 
the following impact:

• Total number of 
microgrants: 56

• Total dollars in-
vested: $84,500 

• Jobs protected: 
Over 200

• Industries includ-
ed: arts, auto & transporta-
tion, education/childcare, 
health & wellbeing, food, 
hospitality, retail, salon, 
and services.

In the San Luis Valley, 
FSWCF partnered with 
Kenneth King Foundation 
to create a micro grant pro-
gram for small businesses 
and nonprofits impacted 
by COVID-19. We received 
37 applications from busi-
nesses throughout the San 
Luis Valley, representing 
all industries and all coun-
ties. Ultimately, we were 
able to award $15,000 to 11 
different businesses. These 
businesses included:

• Boogie’s Restau-
rant: A restaurant in Del 
Norte.

• Creede Repertory 
Theatre: Located in Creede, 
this theatre attracts talent 
from around the country 

offering top tier shows.
• Gosar Natural 

Foods: A family owned busi-
ness in Monte Vista dating 
back to 1971.

• Locavores: A farm 
to table restaurant in Ala-
mosa.

• The Village Pub, 
Pizza & Spirits: A restau-
rant in Saguache.

• Valley Roots Food 
Hub: An aggregation and 
distribution service for 65 
family farms and value-
added agricultural entre-
preneurs in the region.

FSWCF also partnered 
with The Community 
Foundation of the San 
Luis Valley to create the 
SLV Response Fund to 
help local nonprofits which 
serve the most vulnerable 
communities affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
FSWCF provided $7,500 
in matching funds, thanks 
to a generous donation by 
Xcel Energy, to contrib-
ute to a funding pool of 
$24,500 offering awards 
to:

• Antonito Togeth-
er: The organization is 
expanding the Meals on 

Wheels program to ensure 
that vulnerable seniors 
are able to get the meals 
and nutrition they need.

• Boys & Girls Club 
of the San Luis Valley: 
The Boys & Girls Club is 
serving as a provisionally 
licensed emergency child-
care center for school-aged 
youth.

• Community Re-
sources & Housing De-
velopment: CRHDC will 
provide emergency rental 
and utility assistance 
to low income families 
throughout the valley.

• Creede  Ear ly 
Learning Center: CELC is 
providing remote learning 
opportunities, as well as 
putting together resource 
packets and household 
items such as food and 
diapers to keep education 
and discovery going, and 
ease some of the stress at 
home.

• La Puente: The 
organization will serve 
people who have difficulty 
cooking for themselves, 
people who do not have 
sufficient food at home, 
and those who are home-

less and unsheltered.
• Neighbors Help-

ing Neighbors: Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors will 
directly pay bills to the 
company for people in cri-
sis to catch them up from 
overdue payments when 
services may be cut off.

• Rio Grande Hos-
pital & Clinics: RGHC is 
a healthcare provider and 
critical access hospital.  
They have had unexpected 
expenses with having to 
set up a COVID-19 specific 
area, masks, supplies, and 
other essentials.

• San Luis Valley 
Animal Welfare Society: 
The shelter is filled to 
capacity with rescued 
homeless dogs because 
they are being abandoned 
and many are being sur-
rendered because own-
ers cannot afford to feed 
them.

• San Luis Valley 

Immigrant Resource Cen-
ter: The organization has 
seen an increase in clients 
needing food, rent, and 
utility assistance.  Most 
immigrant workers lost 
their jobs or saw their 
hours decreased.

• San Luis Valley 
Local Foods Coalition: The 
organization is working 
with statewide and local 
partners to create re-
sponse and relief to essen-
tial food value chains from 
seed, farmer, distribution, 
retail, prepared food, food 
banks, and schools.

• S o u t h  C e n -
tral Colorado Seniors: 
Through their Nutrition 
Program, with nine meal 
sites valley-wide, SCCS 
continues to deliver meals 
five-days-per-week.  Nu-
trition staff is making it 
possible to feed seniors 
and validate that they are 
safe. 

COVID
The “tests” in the SLV are actually samples collected 

from symptomatic patients, which are then sent to 
laboratories for processing. A swab is used to take the 
sample. The swab is then placed in a sterile medium 
solution, packaged in cold storage, and shipped by 
courier to a laboratory. Currently, no laboratory in 
the SLV can run test samples, so all specimens are 
processed outside the area. Local nurse triage lines 
screen those with symptoms to see if they meet the 
criteria for testing and then make referrals accordingly. 
Test samples may also be collected by public health 
agencies in the course of an outbreak investigation, 
or by long term care facilities monitoring the health 
of their residents. Planning is in the works to expand 
diagnostic testing further. 

Antibody testing, which is intended to identify who 
has had the virus in the past, is not currently being 
done in the Valley. As antibody tests become more 
reliable and available, that could change in the future.

In the SLV there are currently people working on 
interpreting data trends and analysis and will be re-
porting on that information soon.

Nurse Triage Lines:
• Rio Grande Hospital 719-657-4990
• SLV Health Nurse Line 719-589-2511 ext. 9
• Valley Wide Health Systems 719-589-3658 ext. 9

If you are experiencing a mental health crisis, please 
call 719-589-3671, or the crisis hotline 1 (844) 493-TALK 
(8255). After business hours, please call 911 or the crisis 
hotline 1 (844) 493-TALK (8255) or text TALK to 38255.

SLV COVID general questions 719-480-8719. You may 
also email your questions to slvepr@alamosacounty.org.

When asked about pro-
cedures businesses should 
be using to require masks, 
Public Health Director 
Della Cox Viera re-em-
phasized the importance 
of protecting each other 
with masks.

“It protects me, protects 
my employees and protects 
our community,” she said.

Local business owner 
James Billings com -
mented that one in ten 
customers they’re seeing 
refuse to wear a mask 
upon entry and get bellig-
erent about it. He said he 
is concerned that things 
may become violent as 
they have in other parts 
of the country.

Viera also gave an up-
date on reported cases in 
the county with five new 
cases on Thursday taking 
the total of 43 which is 57% 
of the cases in the San Luis 
Valley. When asked about 
“active cases,” she said that 
was pretty difficult to de-
termine but said her office 

is currently tracking 29.
She added that testing 

abilities in the Valley had 
increased dramatically in 
recent weeks but that the 
hospital and Valley-Wide 
are only testing systematic 
patients.

Members of the coali-
tion in attendance voiced 
concerns over businesses 
being forced to close per-
manently because of cur-
rent restrictions, one refer-
ring to the “No Child Left 
Behind” program.

“Our coalition does not 
want to leave any business 
behind,” he said, referenc-
ing the fact that businesses 
such as Splashland pool 
should have been included 
in the variance.

Bautista, who co-owns 
Sand Dunes Recreation 
(Hooper pool) said his 
revenue is down 99% for 
the past two months.

Abbey commented that 
the county’s budget session 
was depressing and noted 
that “a depressed economy 

is harder to manage.”
Eric Treinen, county 

emergency manager, said 
he is putting together an 
economic recovery task 
force at the state’s request.

Allen expressed concern 
about the Coronavirus 
impact on agriculture 
calling it the backbone of 
the valley, state and coun-
try. He also encouraged 
participants to contact 
their federal representa-
tives, Senators Bennet and 
Gardner and Rep. Tipton 
about reopening the Great 
Sand Dunes.

Sigmund said that an 
announcement from the 
Dunes is expected Friday 
afternoon.

“Small businesses are 
the ones that make up 
America,” Chairman Yohn 
said after being criticized 
for predicting a loss of local 
businesses. “That’s where 
we get our revenue from 
also. The reality is still the 
reality.”

Letters and emails from 
local business owners 
Tammy Abbey and Chuck 
Kelly were also read into 
the record.

■ Continued from Page 1

Alamosa requests variance on 
COVID-19 restrictions

ALAMOSA — A vari-
ance has been filed with 
the state by the Alamosa 
County Board of Com-
missioners requesting 
lenience for various 
types of local businesses 
in Colorado’s current 
“Safer at Home” order 
due to COVID-19.

Commissioners rati-
fied the document with a 
vote during Wednesday’s 
regular meeting held via 
Zoom with more than 
30 residents participat-
ing at times. The vari-
ance was filed with the 
Colorado Department 
of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) 
earlier this week by 
County Attorney Jason 
Kelly.

Kelly said Wednesday 
that it could take up to 
several weeks for the 
CDPHE to rule on the 
request.

Alamosa County’s re-
quest asks that “alter-
nate restrictions include 
allowing covered busi-
nesses to open with re-
strictions to protect the 
public,” including res-
taurants, gyms, movie 

theaters, places of wor-
ship, campgrounds and 
public gatherings.

The letter includes 
currently enacted stipu-
lations for all proposed 
openings including mask 
requirements for em-
ployees as well as social 
distancing and require-
ments on hand sanitizer. 
The biggest difference 
from the current health 
order is the addition 
of a mask requirement 
for customers. Should 
Alamosa’s variance ap-
plication be approved it 
would bring along with a 
customer mask require-
ments for restaurants, 
places of worship and 
gyms.

The variance spells out 
the number of COVID-19 
cases in the county and 
SLV as of the submis-
sion and defines SLV 
Health’s abilities to care 
for Coronavirus victims. 

According to the CD-
PHE website, “To obtain 
a variance from the 
state’s orders, counties 
must: 

Submit a written ap-
plication to CDPHE cer-

tifying that the county 
has low case counts 
and/or can document 14 
consecutive days of de-
cline in COVID-19 cases 
reported in the county.” 
Alamosa’s cumulative 
cases sat at 11 two 
weeks prior to filing.  
At the time of filing the 
variance request, Ala-
mosa detailed their low 
case count which stood 
at 27. Since then cases 
have continued to grow 
and as of Thursday Ala-
mosa had 43 confirmed 
cases with the valley as 
a whole bearing 75.  

It also assures that 
the county will “con-
t inue  to  work  with 
community partners 
to monitor and detect 
any new cases not only 
within Alamosa County, 
but within the entire 
San Luis Valley,” refer-
ring to the cooperation 
between public health 
agencies.

In a letter submitted 
to Governor Jared Polis 
with the variance, a ta-
ble shows that positive 
virus cases in the SLV 
are just .001 percent of 

the Valley’s population. 
Alamosa County has 
had .002 percent cases 
in its 15,000 popula-
tion. Neither of those 
number have changed 
since submission. 

The letter spells out 
the proposed alternate 
restrictions requested 
by the county, several 
of which referring to 
ongoing social distanc-
ing, use of masks and 
hand washing and sani-
tizer. It also promises 
to “suspend the ‘vari-
ence’ provisions” should 
any stated limits be 
exceeded. Those limits 
including a positivity 
rate of less that 15%, the 
number of active cases 
at one time less than 
13 and staying below 
a threshold of 60% bed 
utilization. Thursday’s 
meeting of the County 
Commissioners with 
local business owners 
may put the variance in 
jeopardy before its ap-
proval as Public Health 
Director Della Cox Vi-
era said her office is 
currently tracking 29 
active cases. 

CSFP to deliver food boxes
SAN LUIS — The Commod-

ity Supplemental Food Program 
(CSFP) works to improve the 
health of low income persons at 
least 60 years of age by supple-
menting their diets with nutri-
tious USDA Foods. Individuals 
must be at or below 130% of the 
Federal Poverty Income Guide-
lines. 

The CSFP will be traveling 
around the San Luis Valley deliv-

ering food packages. Food pack-
ages include a variety of foods, 
such as nonfat dry milk, UHT 1% 
low fat milk, juice, farina, oats, 
ready-to-eat cereal, rice, pasta, 
peanut butter, dry beans, canned 
meat, poultry, or fish, and canned 
fruits and vegetables. 

This food box is free to those 
who meet the income guidelines. 

Costilla County Commodity 
Program will be in Del Norte on 

Wednesday, May 20th, at the 
Annex Building next to the Court-
house 6th Street, Del Norte from 
9am to 10:30 am. 

Monte Vista at the Calvary 
Baptist Church 2160 Sherman 
Avenue Wednesday, May 20th, 
2020 from 12:30- 3:30pm.

Please bring a picture ID. Re-
main in your vehicles the food 
package will be delivered to your 
vehicle.  
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LETTERS

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

  God Bless 

America... 
  HOLLYWOOD — God Bless 

America, and how’s everybody?
    Los Angeles voters stunned pun-

dits in the special election Tuesday 
when GOP candidate Mike Garcia 
upset a Democrat in a U.S. House 
race. It says a lot. Who knew that 
all you had to do was close down the 
beaches for a couple of months and 
L.A. would start electing Republicans 
to Congress.

    The Comedy Store faced shut-
down until September after Governor 
Newsom’s edict refusing to open 
up showrooms and clubs. It makes 
no sense that we aren’t open. With 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden as our 
choices for presi-
dent you’d think 
comedians would 
be classified as 
essential workers.

    Dr. Fauci in-
formed Congress 
Tuesday that the 
virus will deter-
mine if we have 
a  basebal l  and 
football  season. 
There’s just never 
any cheerful news. 
The Centers for 
Disease Control warned Wednesday 
that the second wave of celebrities 
singing inspirational songs may be 
worse than the first.

Matthew McConaughey went on 
Fox News and called for an end to 
the bitter partisanship and for us 
to come together. The death of his 
Hollywood career will be counted 
as another casualty of the virus. 
As long as Trump is president, this 
town refuses to say that everything 
is alright, alright, alright.

Los Angeles County officials an-
nounced Tuesday they will certainly 
keep stay-at-home orders in place 
throughout the county all the way 
through the month of July. Well, 
that’s that. Now all I need is some 
advice on where to buy the best 
fireworks to set off in my kitchen on 
Independence Day.

 National Geographic reported the 
Asian Murder Hornets now swarming 
into America may find their cross-
ocean journey a fatal quest. This past 
week, Murder Hornets were found 
dead all over Southeast Oklahoma. 
They ran into our mosquitoes, who 
live on Meth Blood and Mountain 
Dew.

Business Week reported that re-
tailers as they open up are offering 
products to customers that cater 
to home confinement. I swear, a 
hardware store in West Hollywood 
has begun selling duct tape that is 
scented. Just because you don’t want 
them to escape doesn’t mean they 
can’t smell nice.

Joe Biden said he knew nothing 
about the unmasking of General 
Flynn’s identity in the FBI Russia 
hoax but Republicans say he’s lying. 
Let’s be fair. For a year, Republicans 
have said Joe Biden doesn’t know 
anything, and now that he says he 
didn’t know anything, they don’t 
believe him.

President Trump expressed strong 
opposition to Nancy Pelosi’s attempt 
to have voting by mail in her spend-
ing bill out today. After being home-
confined for two months, Americans 
may accept voting by mail. Many feel 
we shouldn’t have to put our pants on 
to choose between Biden and Trump.

Joe Biden denied he knew of the 
unmasking of General Flynn on Good 
Morning America and then, when cor-
rected, Joe volunteered that both he 
and Obama knew. You can imagine 
Obama’s exasperation. Today Joe 
Biden called Barack and promised to 
pardon him once he becomes Senator.

Joe Biden admitted Tuesday he and 
President Obama were informed of 
the FBI investigation into the 2016 
Trump campaign but weren’t aware 
of any misconduct. He can be his 
old sharp self at times. Under in-
tense questioning, Joe Biden denied 
sexually assaulting General Michael 
Flynn.

Ozzy Osborne surfaced on the cover 
of the London Daily Mail lying in 
bed with wife Sharon and their nine 
dogs on Mother’s Day. He’s been gone 
awhile. Whenever Ozzy goes missing, 
they print his picture on the side of 
cartons of skim milk, because he’s 
generally only about 2% there.

President Trump praised FEMA 
for its handling of the arrival of the 
corona virus in March, the tornadoes 
in April and now the Murder Hornets’ 
arrival in May. What a year. Has 
anyone checked on the molten hot 
eruption of the giant Yellowstone 
Super Volcano or is that next month’s 
episode?

Argus

Hamilton

After prom
Dear Valued Community,
First, we want to thank you for your 

generous donations to our Alamosa 
students and the After Prom efforts. 
Unfortunately, due to all the changes 
that have taken place as a result of the 
Coronavirus outbreak, we were not able 
to hold a prom or After Prom for our 
students this year. These are traditional 
events that are organized to keep our 
students safe and healthy, and this year, 
the way to keep them safe, meant not 
holding these annual activities. We met 
as an After Prom committee to discuss 
options for the money that was raised. 

Thepcommittee agreed that all of the 
money raised through business donations 
would be rolled over to support next year’s 
After Prom. We will also make sure that 
all of the businesses that donated this 
year, will not be asked to donate again 
next year, as you have alreadv supported 
our efforts through your contributions.

We understand that these are chal-
lenging times for all of us and that small 
businesses are being hit especially 
hard. If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding the plans we have 
made, please feel free to reach out to 
us, and we will be happy to make ar-

rangements per your request. You can 
contact Alicia Cook at aliciac@alcon-
construction.com , Jennifer Alonzo at 
jfapublisher@gmail.com , or Carrie 
Zimmerman at t.c.zimm@hotmail.com. 
We truly appreciate your ongoing sup-
port for our students. We know that 
our community is

committed to our children’s well-being, 
and that is evident in your thoughtful gift 
to supporting

After Prom. Please stay safe and healthy. 
Thanks again!

Sincerely,
The After Prom Committee

Is Coronavirus a concern at the grocery store?
At this time, the CDC, FDA 

and USDA are not aware of any 
reports that suggest COVID-19 
can be transmitted by food or 
food packaging.  Current evi-
dence shows the biggest risk 
of transmission of COVID-19 
is being around individuals 
who are symptomatic as well 
as those who are asymptom-
atic (infected but not showing 
symptoms.)  Food businesses 
should be following employee 
health policies and local health 
department recommendations 
to keep these individuals home.

 Can you get sick with 
COVID-19 from touching 
food or packaging if the 
coronavirus was present 
on it?  There is no indication 
that food packaging material 
has a significant connection 
to virus transmission.  If you 

are concerned, handling of food 
packaging can be followed with 
handwashing and/or 
using hand sanitizer.

 How should 
produce be han-
dled?  Avoid touch-
ing multiple produce 
items when making 
selections.  As per 
good food handling 
practices in general, 
wash hands before 
food preparation or 
eating, avoid touch-
ing the face and con-
sider supplementing 
handwashing with 
hand sanitizer.

What steps can someone 
take to minimize risk when 
shopping at the grocery 
store?  Use hand sanitizer 
when entering stores, and 

wash hands and /or use sani-
tizer as soon as possible after 

leaving.  (Go home 
and wash your hands 
with soap and water, 
lathering for a full 
20 seconds.)  Use 
the sanitizing wipes 
provided by the store 
on the handles of the 
shopping cart as you 
enter the store.     Try 
to maintain social 
distancing as much 
as possible while 
shopping.  Avoid 
touching surfaces or 
items unnecessarily 
and avoid touching 

your mouth, nose, or face.  Do 
not go shopping when showing 
symptoms or if you think you 
have been exposed to the virus.

 What is the grocery store 

doing to minimize risk?  
Many stores are following 
CDC guidelines on cleaning 
and disinfection.  Some are 
limiting hours to allow for 
additional cleaning and dis-
infection.  Stores may also be 
providing sanitizer to custom-
ers and asking sick employees 
or customers to leave.

           For more information 
contact Mary Ellen Fleming 
at 852-7381.  Please feel free 
to visit our website at:  http://
sanluisvalley.colostate.edu 
for information about services 
provided.

Extension programs are 
available to all without dis-
crimination.  Colorado State 
University Extension, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
and Colorado Counties coop-
erating.

Mary Ellen

Fleming

Eye on 
Extension

Rural institutions serve more than their students
This past Saturday, May 9, would have 

been our regular spring commencement 
ceremony, a day when our esteemed 
faculty and staff would have joined 
with graduates and their families and 
friends to celebrate the realization of 
their dreams.

Graduation Day is always the happiest 
day of the year at Adams State Univer-
sity. Plachy Hall overflows with proud 
parents and grandparents, and gradu-
ates proudly display their hard-earned 
diplomas as photographs are snapped to 
capture one of life’s greatest moments.

We weren’t able to hold our traditional 
graduation this year due to COVID-19. 
Instead we will conduct a virtual gradu-
ation via a livestream format on June 
6, and we will do our very best to make 
our spring graduating class feel special 
and proud. It won’t be the same as a 
jam-packed Plachy Hall, this we know. 
But our students deserve the very best, 
and we will honor them and shower 
them with as much appreciation as we 
possibly can.

In honoring our newest graduates 
and thousands who came before them, 
we also must continue to tell the story 
of Adams State. Our most recent efforts 
have been to tell the story of Adams State 
to state legislators, and particularly to 
the legislature’s Joint Budget Commit-
tee. The JBC has the impossible task 
of bringing the state’s next fiscal year 
budget in line with dramatically reduced 
state revenues due to decimation of the 
state’s economy from the pandemic, 
and the JBC’s recommendations on 
higher education funding is critically 
important to Adams State and to the 
San Luis Valley.

Simply put Adams State University 
changes lives. We know this is true 
with direct stories from our students 
who attend and have graduated from 
Adams. We also have been acknowl-
edged for increasing social mobility 
of our graduates as they advance in 
their careers and professional lives as 
evident with our recent rating from US 
News & World Report annual review 

of higher education. As Colorado’s 
premier Hispanic Serving Institution, 
Adams State University draws on its 
rural location in the San Luis Valley, 
to serve and empower all students, 
especially those from historically un-
derserved populations. We transform 
lives which is emblematic of our mis-
sion and purpose as a strong regional 
rural university.

In telling the story of Adams State, 
we always make sure to tell the story 
in context of our hometown of Alamosa 
and the San Luis Valley. How Adams 
State fares, so fares the Valley, and 
we’ve worked hard to make this connec-
tion undeniably clear to JBC members 
and state legislators as a whole.

The University holds the key to 
recovery and resiliency going forward 
for rural Colorado. As an institution of 
higher education catering to students 
who come from small towns across the 
state, we know rural Colorado will 
need higher education institutions, 
now more than ever, to provide the 
platform for economic stimulation, for 
innovation and to continue to be the 
mechanism for upward mobility. 

We’re confident the JBC understands 
this and understands Adams State’s 
vital importance to the San Luis Val-
ley. They’ve seen the numbers:

• An $83 million total annual 
economic impact.

• Payroll and direct annual 
spending of $21.4 million.

• Visitor spending of $6.8 million 
to attend athletic events, art shows, 
theater shows and musical perfor-
mances.

• Nearly 75 percent of all teachers 
and administrators working today in 
K-12 schools across the San Luis Valley 
holding a degree from Adams State.

We have created a fiscally leaner 
institution over the last two years 
with a reduced operating budget by 
over $3 million. We have increased 
our academic offerings to continue 
to be relevant and necessary to our 
communities. We continue to lever-

age our assets of our agriculture 
business program with our regional 
rural  agricultural and farming 
industry, we are a leader in the 
region for providing highly trained 
nurses, teachers, counselors, we 
continue to convene our community 
leaders with engaging economic de-
velopment offerings. We expanded 
our innovations to create Adams-
StateOnline with robust offerings 
to include students from outside 
our region. Adams State continues 
to be extraordinarily adaptive and 
understands the key to our future is 
to imbed new business models while 
providing our well-known highly 
supportive and caring environment.

We are a proud rural university 
and appreciate our responsibilities 
for stewards of place. We serve one of 
the highest percentages of Colorado 
residents who are Pell eligible (with 
the highest financial need), the highest 
percentage of students from diverse 
backgrounds, and we have one of the 
highest percentages of first-generation 
students who often need additional 
support to maneuver the collegiate 
experiences.   

At the same time, we also know the 
JBC and legislators have difficult deci-
sions to make in the coming weeks as 
they balance the budget for a new fiscal 
year beginning July 1. No institution, 
no agency, no organization relying on 
state funding will be spared and we 
all realize we will have our annual 
appropriation from the state trimmed 
significantly.

Our hope and expectation, however, 
is the JBC, the state legislature, and 
Gov. Polis give special consideration to 
Adams State because the institution 
does play an outsized role in the health 
and well-being of its hometown and 
home region. Legislators and Gov. Polis 
must recognize this dynamic and treat 
Adams State as an economic driver for 
south-central Colorado, not simply an 
outstanding regional comprehensive 
liberal arts public university.
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Bible digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

Alfred Hitchcock knew a 
thing or two about compli-
cated thrillers.

Having a murderer con-
fess to a priest – who 
couldn’t betray this trust 
– was already a familiar 
plot twist by 1953, when 
Hitchcock released “I Con-
fess.” Because of the seal 
of confession, this noble 
priest couldn’t even clear 
his own name when police 
suspected that he was the 
killer.

Good prevails in the end. 
Shot by police, the killer 
makes an urgent final con-
fession to the priest.

“It’s natural for a Catho-
lic filmmaker like Hitch-
cock to see the dramatic po-
tential of confession, with 
its combination of mystery 
and holiness,” said film 
critic Steven D. Greydanus, 
best known for his work 
for the National Catholic 
Register. “At the same 
time, Hitchcock thought 
‘I Confess’ was a mistake 
because he thought that his 
mostly Protestant audience 
in America just wouldn’t 
get it.”

The sacrament of con-
fession is both sacred and 
secret – facts known to 
Medieval playwrights as 
well as modern filmmakers. 

Thus, putting a confession 
rite on a movie screen is a 
“transgressive act” of the 
highest kind, said Grey-
danus, who serves as a 
permanent deacon in the 
Diocese of Newark, New 

Jersey. (Deacons do not 
hear confessions.)

“Voyeurism is an im-
portant theme in much of 
Hitchcock’s work, and he 
knew that using confession 
in this way was a kind of 
voyeurism. ... He knew this 
was a kind of taboo.”

Nevertheless, Hollywood 
scribes have frequently 
used confession and pen-
ance for everything from 
cheap laughs (“A League of 
Their Own”) to shattering 
guilt (“The Godfather Part 
III”) to near-miraculous 

transformations (“The Mis-
sion”). In a recent 6,000-
word essay – “In Search 
of True Confession in the 
Movies” – Greydanus cov-
ered a century of cinema, 
while admitting that he had 
to omit dozens of movies 
that included confession 
scenes.

The key is that filmmak-
ers struggle to capture, in 
words and images, what 
is happening in a person’s 
heart. The act of confession 
opens a window into the 
soul, since characters are 
forced to put their sins and 
struggles into words.

“Perhaps the very secrecy 
surrounding the sacrament 
of confession was part of 
what attracted filmmakers 
to depict it,” wrote Greyda-
nus. “Anyone can witness 
the Eucharistic liturgy, an 
ordination or a wedding. 
... But what transpires 
in confession can only be 
imagined – which is the 
cinema’s stock in trade. 

“Often enough, confes-
sion scenes have served in 
movies as a pretext to allow 
a character to articulate 
their spiritual or temporal 
struggles, whether or not 
any kind of sin is involved.”

Onscreen confessions fre-
quently show dramatic plot 

twists and stunning state-
ments – such as a man’s 
pronouncement, in the 
2014 drama “Calvary,” that 
he will kill a brave, faithful 
Irish priest. Father James 
Lavelle doesn’t report this 
death threat to police, of 
course, because it occurred 
during confession.

The rarest of onscreen 
confessions, noted Grey-
danus, is actually the 
most common form of 
the sacrament: believers 
confessing ordinary sins 
as they struggle to follow 
their faith at work, in their 
homes and in their private 
lives.

There are a few glimpses 
of ordinary confession, as 
in the 1987 comedy clas-
sic “Moonstruck.” In one 
scene, a confused character 
confesses, between lesser 

offenses, “Once I slept with 
the brother of my fiance.” In 
the final scene, the family 
matriarch demands that 
her unfaithful husband end 
an affair. When he agrees 
to this, she immediately 
adds, in a dead-serious 
voice: “And go to confes-
sion.”

Greydanus also praised 
the 2016 comedy “Hail, 
Caesar!” by the Coen broth-
ers, Joel and Ethan. This 
satire explores the sins 
and foibles of various Hol-
lywood players during the 
filming of a biblical epic in 
the golden 1950s.

The central character is 
a Hollywood “fixer” -- Eddie 
Mannix -- who attempts to 
protect the public images 
of A-list stars. While most 
of the characters are quite 
ridiculous, he is shown to 

be a sincere Catholic who 
keeps returning to confes-
sion while wrestling with 
workaholism, his smoking 
habit and minor weak-
nesses as a husband and 
father.

“It’s hard. But I’m try-
ing,” he tells his priest.

“This is what confession 
is about for most people,” 
said Greydanus. This win-
some character “confesses 
his sins and he is forgiven. 
Eddie Mannix is a decent 
man and he is struggling 
with the chaos in the world 
around him. It’s hard and 
he knows that he needs 
help.”

(Terry Mattingly leads 
GetReligion.org and lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
He is a senior fellow at 
the Overby Center at the 
University of Mississippi.)

Friday, May 15, 2020
“Wives, submit your-

selves to your own hus-
bands, as to the Lord.” 
(Ephesians 5:22 AKJV)

God has spoken.

Saturday, May 16, 
2020

“Husbands, love your 
wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave 
himself for it;” (Ephesians 
5:25 AKJV)

This is a command from 
God. Men must obey. Love 
your wife like God loves 
all of us. 

Sunday, May 17, 2020
“Look to me, and be you 

saved, all the ends of the 
earth: for I am God, and 
there is none else.” (Isaiah 
45:22 AKJV)

The Lord is the One we 
need. He can help us now 
and forever.

Monday, May 18, 2020
“Nevertheless let every 

one of you in particular 
so love his wife even as 
himself; and the wife see 
that she reverence her 
husband.” (Ephesians 
5:33 AKJV)

This is the key for mar-
riage.

Tuesday, May 19, 2020
“Remember the former 

things of old: for I am God, 
and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none like 
me,” (Isaiah 46:9 AKJV)

We need that old time 
religion. Look back to the 
roots of your faith. Look 
back to the Bible. 

 
 Wednesday, May 20, 
2020

“But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was 
on him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD 
has laid on him the in-
iquity of us all.” (Isaiah 
53:5-6 AKJV)

God loves us this much. 
Shouldn’t we love Him 
back? 

Thursday, May 21, 
2020

“Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord: for 
this is right. Honor your 
father and mother; which 
is the first commandment 
with promise;” (Ephesians 
6:1-2 AKJV)

Families must get back 
to the basics. God knows 
what He is saying. Obey 
His Word. 

Going to confession – on movie screens



DEAR ABBY: My moth-
er-in-law is the WORST! 
She has no respect for 
me. She has stolen, lied 
and gossiped about me 
numerous times. Each 
time, I chose to forgive 
and move on.

 Recently, my husband 
made clear that he wants 
to cut ties with his mother 
and siblings because they 
constantly belittle his suc-
cess and ask to borrow 
money. My problem is, I 
can’t agree to it. I despise 
his mother, but I was 
raised to believe families 
should never sever ties. I 
believe every family has 
its ups and downs. 

 My husband and I con-
stantly argue because I 
continue to communicate 
with his mother and ex-
tend invitations to her. 
Abby, I just want to do 
the right thing, but I can’t 
seem to figure out what 
the right thing to do is. 
-- S.O.S. IN GUAM

 DEAR S.O.S.: Your hus-
band’s family is a threat 
to your financial stability 
and emotional health. Un-
less you want continuing 
discord in your marriage, 
respect your husband’s 
wishes. Recognize that 
his family is extremely 
dysfunctional and do as 
he asks. If you don’t, the 
arguments will escalate 
until they damage your 
relationship with him.

 DEAR ABBY: After 
being in a bad marriage 
for 40 years, I finally left 

my husband in 2011. After 
two years of separation 
and therapy, we recon-
ciled. During the time I 
was gone, he leaned on 
his longtime friends for 
support and shared lots 
of personal information 
about me, some of which 
was untrue. 

 The other evening while 
we were having dinner 
and drinks, a mutual 
friend and I were talking 
about health, and I told 
him I was hiding a cer-
tain hip problem from my 
husband. He asked why, 
because my husband had 
told him about it years ago. 
(I can’t imagine why.) 

 The reason I left was 
my husband’s anger at 
me over a hospital emer-
gency room bill. I told this 
friend that my husband’s 
concern for my health is 
not sincere because he had 
recently blown up at me for 
mentioning an upcoming 
doctor visit. I am on Medi-
care. Now I’m worried that 
I may have wrecked their 
friendship by revealing 
how uncaring a husband 
he really is. How did I get 
here? -- QUESTIONING 
MYSELF

 DEAR QUESTION-
ING: How did you get 
here? You got here by 
remarrying a man who 
has such a big issue with 
spending money on health. 
If you stay with him, it 
could be catastrophic.

 DEAR ABBY: I was 
taught (at home and in 

school) to speak first 
when entering a room, a 
building, etc. However, 
my wife’s family doesn’t 
practice this. Recently, 
her sister, upon entering 
a room I was in, failed to 
speak first. After I said 
hello, she said, “I was 
wondering when you were 
going to say something.” 
Are there etiquette guide-
lines that speak to this 
situation? -- ENTERING 
IN THE EAST

 DEAR ENTERING: If 
there is a rule about who 
should speak first, I con-
fess I have never heard of 
it. I know that it is proper 
for a woman to extend her 
hand (first) in a social 
situation if she wants to 
observe the formality, but 
that’s as far as it goes. 
When it comes to who says 
hello first, common sense 
should rule.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren

THE GRIZZWELLS
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Wife resists husband’s plan 
to cut ties with his family
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What we can do together
ALAMOSA — What 

do you do when the world 
shifts all around you? You 
look at your priorities. 
For the Alamosa School 
District and La Puente it 
was clear that food access 
was going to be increas-
ingly important in the 
months to come.  Both 
saw the need growing very 
quickly. Supporters of La 
Puente’s Food Bank Net-
work of the San Luis Val-
ley made sure that there 
was enough money to buy 
food but finding food to buy 
was an alarming concern.  
Local sources had been 
hit hard and didn’t have 
extra to sell. 

Alamosa Schools, like 
many valley schools, won-
dered how long their food 
budget would last as they 
saw need increase among 
their students and fami-
lies.   While La Puente sent 
out feelers for food sources, 
they eventually solved 
the immediate needs by 
contracting directly with 
a wholesaler to by a semi-
truck of food. At the same 

time, La Puente became 
the recipient on a large 
load of diapers, formula 
and wipes, and the Ala-
mosa Food Bank agreed 
to act as storage.  So when 
one of the feelers led to a 
food lead, the Food Bank 
Network didn’t have the 
capacity to store or sort 
a very generous donation 
from an unlikely source. 

When the network of 
ARC Thrift Stores on the 
Front Range closed to the 
public, they added a food 
drive while they continued 
to receive other donations.  
This drive produced an 
amazing amount of food, 
so when Janet Foos , 
an ARC representative, 
heard of the struggle to 
find food she reached out 
to La Puente and offered 
to share. This food would 
be needed, only the Food 
Bank had a semi coming 
and all those diapers and 
couldn’t take on more at 
the time.  La Puente’s 
Development Director, 
Amanda Pearson knew 
that the Alamosa Schools 

were feeding a lot of peo-
ple, and with the schools 
empty, they also had some 
storage capacity.  She 
called her friend, Jeremy 
Silva, who had been focus-
ing on meal delivery, since 
his role at the transporta-
tion department was not 
as essential with no chil-
dren to transport.  Jeremy 
and Janet started to work 
out the details.  It took 
some time for the ARC to 
put together the load for 
Alamosa, but their big-
hearted staff were worried 
about Alamosa kids, so 
they sent $500 in Safeway 
gift cards for the school 
to buy food while they 
put the large food dona-
tion together. On May 8 
the donation was ready. 
ARC took it their Pueblo 
store.  Again, community 
came together to pick it 
up. Charlie Sanchez from 
Energy Resource Center 
had the right equipment. 
He and his crew helped the 
school district to bring 4 
pallets of food back to help 
with meals.   

Basin plan update 

process discussed
By DAWN KREBS

Special to the Valley Courier
ALAMOSA — At the Rio Grande 

Basin Roundtable meeting on May 12, 
Emma Reesor, executive director of the 
Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration 
Project, and Daniel Boyes, Rio Grande 
Headwaters Restoration Project program 
manager, gave an overview on the pro-
cess for updating the Rio Grande Basin 
Implementation Plan.

The plan was originally developed 
in 2015 by the Rio Grande Basin 
Roundtable, one of nine roundtables in 
Colorado which were formed after the 
state launched an initiative to look into 
growing water demands.

“Since the original plan in 2015, we 
have new data and local plans that have 
been developed,” said Boyes. “This is an 
opportunity to update the projects from 
the original plan, as well as developing 
new projects to continue to meet basin 

water needs.”
The roundtable discusses water-

related issues that have an impact 
here in the San Luis Valley, and also 
assists in the funding for projects that 
focus on water-related needs. Since 
its formation, the roundtable - made 
up of local community members - has 
funded more than three dozen projects 
in the area, including infrastructure 
and river restoration such as Terrace 
Irrigation Company’s Outlet Works 
repair, Jackson Ranch conservation 
easement and the Cenicero Ranch 
assessment.

“This update is an opportunity for the 
roundtable members to take stock of 
what’s changed since 2015, and use that 
information to continue developing valu-
able projects to meet the basin’s water 
needs,” he said.  

For more information about the round-
table, go online to www.rgbrt.org. 
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Conour Animal Shelter receives 

‘Feed the Hungry’ grant

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– American Humane, the 
country’s first national 
humane organization, 
today announced that 
Upper Rio Grande Animal 
Society Conour Animal 
Shelter is a recipient of 
American Humane’s Feed 
the Hungry grant. Located 
in Monte Vista, Colorado, 
the Conour Animal Shel-
ter is a no kill shelter for 
dogs directly serving Rio 
Grande County, Sagua-
che County and Mineral 
County.

“The very sad reality 
for shelters and rescue 
organizations today is 
that they are struggling 
to keep kibble in food 
bowls and litter in boxes,” 
said Dr. Robin Ganzert, 
president and CEO of 
American Humane.  “We 
must take action to en-
sure organizations that 
are housing animals left 
by the wayside during 
this sweeping pandemic 
have the basic resources 
needed to ensure the safe 
and humane treatment of 
animals in their care. To 
stand by and do nothing 
during this time is uncon-
scionable.”

Like every other busi-
ness or organization in 
America, rescue shelters 
are battling to maintain 
basic services and care 
for their animal residents 
in the face of the cur-
rent worldwide pandemic. 
Thousands of animals are 
being left without homes 
and facilities are in des-
perate need of general 
supplies. In response to 
the overwhelming number 
of calls received from ani-
mal rescuers, shelters and 
first responders, Ameri-
can Humane launched the 
Feed the Hungry fund to 
feed and care for animals 
across the country who 
have been abandoned as 
a result of the coronavirus 

crisis. The fund seeks to 
raise much-needed re-
sources to help shelters 
and rescue organizations 
that are not only fighting 
to keep the lights on, but 
also to keep critical sup-
plies like food stocked.

The Upper Rio Grande 
Animal Society Conour 
Animal Shelter provides 
a safe environment for 
the shelter and care of 
animals in need and is 
dedicated to preventing 
the cruelty and abuse of 
all animals. The organi-
zation aims to nourish 
the relationship between 
companion animals and 
humans through educa-
tion, media exposure and 
readily available informa-
tion and assistance. The 
shelter provides a home 
to more than 300 dogs 
a year, including those 
who were abandoned, 
abused, neglected, lost 
or relinquished by their 
owners. The Feed the 
Hungry grant will provide 
much-needed food, toys 
and veterinary care to the 
homeless animals.

To help shelters con-
tinue to save lives during 
this unprecedented crisis, 
consider donating today. 
Learn more at www.
americanhumane.org/
feedthehungry.

 About American Hu-
mane

American Humane is 
the country’s first national 
humane organization. 
Founded in 1877, Ameri-
can Humane is committed 
to ensuring the safety, 
welfare, and well-being of 
animals, and our leader-
ship programs are first to 
serve in promoting and 
nurturing the bonds be-
tween animals and people. 
For more information or to 
support our work, please 
visit https://www.ameri-
canhumane.org/

Alamosa County Chamber 
of Commerce joins in launch 

of America’s Recovery Fund 
Coalition Group 

ALAMOSA – The Ala-
mosa County Chamber 
of Commerce announced 
it has joined America’s 
Recovery Fund Coalition, 
an alliance of more than 
100 trade associations 
and business organiza-
tions, including the Save 
Small Business Coalition 
(SSBC), advocating for a 
grant-based federal as-
sistance program to power 
the resilience of American 
enterprise. Together, the 
Coalition’s members span 
30 business sectors and 
employ 45 percent of the 
nation’s workforce – more 
than 58 million workers.

“Our small businesses 
are the foundation of our 
community, and as com-
munity leaders we cannot 
allow them disappear. The 
Coalition is one of many 
steps we are taking to en-
sure they make it through 
these unprecedented shut 
down.” said Erin Keck, 
Executive Director of the 
Alamosa County Chamber 
of Commerce (ACCC)

In a letter sent to Presi-
dent Trump, congres-
sional leaders, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Coalition noted: 

“Today we are announc-
ing the creation of Ameri-
ca’s Recovery Fund Coali-
tion, a group of over 100 
organizations advocating 
for a grant-based federal 
assistance program to 
power the resilience of 
American enterprise. 
America’s Recovery Fund 
Coalition includes mem-
bers representing more 
than 30 business sectors 
that together employ 58 
million Americans and 
comprising more than 
45 percent of the private 

workforce.”
The Coalition went on 

to state: 
“Existing programs like 

the Paycheck Protection 
Program were a well-
intentioned effort to help 
defray the impact of the 
COVID-19 economic cri-
sis, but we must build 
upon the current options 
and address the over-
whelming need for ad-
ditional capital support 
to businesses. A broad-
based, efficient recovery 
fund that does not pick 
winners and losers is the 
best path forward.

Without such a fund, 
our retailers, theatres, 
restaurants, and many 
other industries will be 
decimated – and our com-
munities will be poorer 
both economically and 
culturally as a result. 
“America ’s  Recovery 
Fund Coalition believes 
Congress must urgently 
create a federal direct 
assistance fund to pro-
vide rapid liquidity to 
businesses impaired by 
the COVID-19 national 
emergency. We believe 
the fund should be de-
signed to help businesses 
maintain ongoing capital 
obligations during the 
prolonged crisis and the 
next months of economic 
healing,

enabling employees to 
continue receiving pay, 
maintain benefits, and 
helping employers rehire 
former employees while 
workplaces get back on 
their feet and safely re-
open to the public.”

To learn more about 
America’s Recovery Fund 
Coalition visit www.Amer-
icasRecoveryFund.org.



Friday, May 15, 2020 Valley Courier Page 9

Public Notices 221
HELP WANTED

R I O  G R A N D E 
COUNTY is seeking 
a Dispatch/Detention 
Officer. High School 
Diploma or GED, or one 
to three months related 
experience and/or train-
ing or equivalent combi-
nation of education and 
experience. Interaction 
with inmates required. 
Must be 21 years of 
age, pass background 
investigation and 5 pan-
el drug test, including 
testing for marijuana 
required. Inmate inter-
action required. $14.57/
per hour. Pick up and 
submit applications to 
Human Resources 925 
6th Street, Room 200, 
Del Norte, CO 81132. 
Applications also avail-
able online at www.rio-
grandecounty.org.(5/23)

THE BOE OF Center 
Schools is now accept-
ing applications for Sec-
ondary Math Teacher for 
the 2020-2021 School 
Year.  Qualifications: 
Must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License or, 
such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable.  For 
information and appli-
cation materials please 
cal l (719) 754-3442 
or visit the District’s 
website at www.center.
k12.co.us and click on 
the Employment Op-
portunities and “Certi-
fied Staff Application”.  
Application Deadline:  
Until Position is Filled.  
EOE.(5/22)

L A B O R :  VA L I D 
DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REQUIRED. Duties in-
clude, getting in and out 
of trash truck, emptying 
trash bins into trash 
truck. Physical labor Re-
quired, must be able to 
lift up to 100 lbs, other 
duties as assigned. 32 to 
40 hours a week,  Home 
Base in Manassa, CO  
Please call 719 580 1518 
or 719 843-5354.(6/2)

CDL TRASH TRUCK 
DRIVER & LABOR: 
CDL Required, must 
pass a pre-employment 
drug test. Familiar with 
Conejos Count Area 
preferred. Duties in-
clude, Driving Trash 
Truck, getting in and 
out of trash truck, emp-
tying trash bins into 
trash truck. Physical 
labor required, must be 
able to lift up to 100 
lbs. Must provide clear 
DMV Record, starting 
hourly rate $15-$17.00 
depending on experi-
ence. 32 to 40 hours per 
week(Monday-Thurs-
day), weekends off. 
Please call (719) 843-
5354 or (719) 580-1518 
for an application. Home 
base in Manassa.(6/2)

221
HELP WANTED

CDL TRUCK DRIV-
ER needed immedi-
ately for local project. 
$14.00 to $18.00 per 
hour; based on experi-
ence.  Please call 719-
588-8369.(6/2)

LOOKING FOR A 
career opportunity and 
being a part of your 
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y? 
1st Southwest Bank 
is growing and hi r-
ing a Teller, offering a 
strong benefit package 
& career growth op-
portunities.  EOE. Go 
to  https://www.fswb.
bank/who-we-are/ca-
reers/ for more details 
& to apply.(5/22)

OFFICE MANAG -
ER/BOOKKEEPER 
WA N TED i n  Mos-
ca. Duties:  General 
Office Admin, Book-
keeping, Manage on-
l ine markets,  Sa les 
Tax, Payroll, QB Re-
ports. Part-time  $18/
hour. Send Resume and 
cover letter to oppor-
tunity.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com Questions 
call 719-588-8245.(6/2)

ROTECH HEALTH-
CARE (FORMERLY 
Roth Medical) a na-
tionwide company is 
currently taking on-
line applications for a 
Medical Sales Account 
Executive and a Paid 
Per Service-Respiratory 
Therapist /RN. If in-
terested please apply 
at  https://careers-ro-
tech.icims.com or www.
rotech.com .(5/22)

R I V E R  VA L L E Y 
INN Nursing Home 
in Del Norte CO, is 
accepting applications 
for the Housekeeping 
Depar tment.  If you 
would like to join our 
amazing team, please 
come in or call for more 
information. 719-657-
1105. 1335 6th Street 
Del Norte CO 81132. 
(RVI in an EOE).(5/29)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home is now 
hiring LPN’s and RN’s. 
Come join our team! 
Must have a current 
license and CPR.  Days 
and Night shift With 
night shift differential. 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th st 
in Del Norte Co or call 
719-657-1105 Ask for 
Susan or Chelcy. (RVI 
is EOE.)(5/29)

NONPROFIT COM-
PA N Y ,  C R H D C , 
seeking ONE MONTH 
TEMP F/T Construc-
tion Supervisor to as-
sist families with new 
home construction in 
Alamosa evenings and 
weekends. Construction 
exp. required. $20 p/h. 
Resume and cover let-
ter to melanie@crhdc.
org.(5/19)

221
HELP WANTED

APARTMENT MAN-
AGER.  OVER the 
Rainbow Apartments, 
downtown Alamosa 
seeks a live-in, skilled 
property manager.  Re-
sponsibilities include 
lease management, fa-
cility upkeep, handling 
tenant needs and issues.  
Qualifications: mature, 
good communication 
and computer skills, 
good references.  Knowl-
edge of human services 
helpful.  Compensation 
incudes salary, apart-
ment, paid utilities and 
benefits.  Serious ap-
plicants, please submit 
resume to hr@lapuente.
net.(5/29) 

CONEJOS COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT of So-
cial Services is seeking 
a Case Manager (CM). 
Responsibilities include: 
Determines eligibility 
for Food Stamps, Adult 
programs, Temporary 
Aid to Needy Families 
(TANF), and Medicaid. 
Ability to apply critical 
thinking to a wide range 
of situations.  Must have 
strong computer and 
interviewing skills.  A 
broad knowledge of 
community services 
a plus.  High School 
Diploma or equivalent 
required, two years of 
education and customer 
service experience pre-
ferred. County Applica-
tion Form Required.  
Applications are avail-
able at Conejos County 
Administration Office 
6683 County Rd. 13, 
Conejos, CO 81129, or 
via email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadline is Wednesday, 
May 6, 2020.  Inqui-
ries call 719-376-6799 
EEOE.(5/15) 

221
HELP WANTED

S I G N I N G  B O -
NUS~$1,000 AT hire, 
$1,000 after complet-
ing one year of service.   
Conejos County is seek-
ing a Caseworker for the 
Department of Social 
services and offering a 
signing bonus.  Annual 
Salary $35,000. Responsi-
bilities include: Intake and/
or ongoing social casework 
services to families/adults, 
attending drug court, per-
forming assessments, 
counseling, and crisis in-
tervention. Duties are to 
protect children and adults 
from situations of abuse, 
neglect and other forms of 
maltreatment.  Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Work, 
Psychology or related field 
required.  One-year expe-
rience preferred. Applica-
tions are available at Cone-
jos County Administration 
Office 6683 County Rd. 
13, Conejos, CO 81129, or 
via email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadline is May 7, 2020.  
Inquiries call 719-376-
6799 EEOE.(5/15)

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
Administrative Assistant 
(AES 3-5) Bilingual pre-
ferred. Applications are 
available online at https://
dist.alamosa.k12.co.us For 
more information, contact 
Mindi Van Ry at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE.
(5/16)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seeking 
a girls Middle School Bas-
ketball coach for the 2020 
/ 2021 season.  For more 
information contact Brady 
Stagner at 719-378-2310 or 
bstagner@sangreschools.
org.(5/26)

221
HELP WANTED

ALAMOSA BUILD-
ING SUPPLY is seek-
ing a service minded 
individual for full time 
Driver/Yard Position. 
Also seasonal yard help 
starts 6-1-20 ends around 
9-1-20. We offer com-
petitive compensation & 
performance bonuses; 
Pick up an application 
at the store. Or email 
your resume to info@
alamosabuildingsupply.
com  No phone calls 
please.(5/15)

SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is look-
ing for highly motivated 
Middle School Science 
Teacher that has a desire 
to teach and the abil-
ity to pass their passion 
of learning onto stu-
dents.  For more infor-
mation please contact 
Mr. Stagner at 719-378-
2310 or bstagner@san-
greschools.org. Teach-
ing applications may be 
downloaded from sdc.
schooldesk.net. Positions 
open until filled.(5/26)
SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seek-
ing a girls High School 
Basketball coach for the 
2020 / 2021 season. For 
more information con-
tact Brady Stagner at 
719-378-2310 or bstag-
ner@sangreschools.org.
(5/26)

LOCAL TRUCKING 
COMPANY has an op-
portunity for an over-
night driver. Come join 
our team. Class a CDL 
required with a clean 
MVT with two years 
experience, hazmat cer-
tification a plus. Home 
daily with weekends off. 
Please pick up applica-
tion at 311 6th Street, Al-
amosa, CO 81101.(5/23)
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THE RIO GRANDE 
County Sheriff’s Office 
is compiling a list of pro-
spective personnel for 
the position of Lieuten-
ant within the Sheriff’s 
Office.  This is open to 
both internal and exter-
nal applicants.  Persons 
applying from outside 
the Rio Grande Sheriff’s 
Office must complete a 
county application.  The 
applicant should have 
ten (10) years of law 
enforcement employ-
ment as Colorado POST 
Certified Office.  Must 
have at least three (3) 
years accumulative time 
as a Law Enforcement 
Supervisor.  Must have 
completed supervisor/
leadership training, and 
have basic investiga-
tive training or internal 
investigation training.  
Salary range is DOE.  
Applicat ion process 
closes May 15, 2020, 
at close of business.  
Those interested may 
come to the Rio Grande 
Sheriff’s Office and 
pickup an application 
packet, with submis-
sion requirements and 
outline of duties.  Rio 
Grande Sheriff’s Office 
is located at 640 Cherry 
Street, Del Norte, CO 
81132.  The Rio Grande 
County Sheriff’s Office 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.(5/19)

SARGENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a Sec-
ondary Social Studies/
History Teacher posi-
tion.  Please visit our 
website for additional 
information and applica-
tion: www.sargent.k12.
co.us or call 719 852-
4023, option 6.  Applica-
tions accepted until po-
sition filled. EOE(5/22) 

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.
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BRADBURY STAMM CONTRACTORS, INC., the Construction 
Manager General Contractor for this project, requests subcon-
tractor proposals and qualifications for the following project:

NORTH CONEJOS SCHOOL DISTRICT
CENTAURI HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENT
EARLY SITE & UTILITIES PACKAGE
Project Description:  Proposals will be accepted for all trades to de-
molish and replace a parking lot on the school campus.
Project Site Address:  17889 US Highway 285, La Jara, CO 81140
Proposals and qualifications will be accepted until 2:00 PM MST on 
May 28, 2020.  DBE Subcontractors and Suppliers are strongly en-
couraged to respond.  Proposals and qualifications will be accepted 
in the following formats:
Electronic Copies:  bids@bradburystamm.com
Hard Copies:  BRADBURY STAMM
7110 2nd Street NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107
Bidding documents are available upon request via email to bids@
bradburystamm.com.  A non-mandatory pre-bid will be held on May 
19, 2020 at 10:00 AM at the Project Site.  Only one representative per 
interested proposer may attend.  Direct any questions to Bradbury 
Stamm Contractors at (505) 765-1200.
No. 1438
Published in the Valley Courier on May 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 
23, 26, and 27, 2020.

The City of Alamosa is seeking proposals from qualified survey/de-
sign firms (or collaborations) for the completion of the survey and 
complete design necessary for the full reconstruction of State Avenue 
from Sixth Street to Thirteen Street, a distance of approximately 
2,880 linear feet. 
The complete BID Document is located on The City of Alamosa Web 
site at cityofalamosa.org.
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL PROPOSALS IS WEDNESDAY MAY 20, 
AT 3:30 PM.  Any proposal not received prior to the time and date 
specified shall not be accepted.  Proposals shall be submitted to:
Harry Reynolds
Public Works Director
300 Hunt Avenue
Alamosa, CO 81101
Proposal shall be clearly marked “STATE AVENUE SURVEY AND 
DESIGN”, the City will not be responsible for opening any proposal 
not clearly marked prior to the date and time of the public bid opening.
No. 1441
Published in the Valley Courier on May 13, 15, and 16, 2020.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEEKING CHARAC-
TER ARTIST, pencil 
or chalk. Call 719-849-
0483.(5/20)

101
MEMORIALS

163
LOST & FOUND

LOST A PAIR of 
men’s  black work 
boots on W. Hwy 160 
on way to a fire call. 
4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser 
before Del Viento 
Road. If found please 
call 719-580-0398.
(TFN)

163
LOST & FOUND

LOST:  HEARING AID 
lost somewhere at Safeway or 
Walmart.  REWARD  Please 
call Diana at 274-5998.(5/22)

101
MEMORIALS

221
HELP WANTED

OPEN POSITIONS AT 
Rio Grande Farm Park. 
Paid Internship(June-
August) and Project Co-
ordinator VISTA (start-
ing in August). Visit 
RioGrandeFarmPark.
org/Opportunities for 
details or email your re-
sume to amber.slvlocal-
foods@gmail.com.(6/3)



221
HELP WANTED

COME BE PART of 
something incredible- 
join the team at Centen-
nial School District R-1! 
We are currently seek-
ing community-minded, 
student-centered educa-
tors for the following 
positions: High School 
Social Studies, K-12 
Music, K-12 Spanish, 
and Special Education 
Paraprofessional. To 
apply for one of these 
positions visit https://
www.centennial.k12.
co.us/o/centennial-r1/
page/teaching-certified-
staff-positions or send 
resume, cover letter, 
unofficial transcripts, 
three current letters of 
reference, and a copy of 
any appropriate licenses 
to tmelster@centenni-
alschool.net.(5/20)

JONES OIL COM-
PANY seeking route 
drivers. Need to have 
CDL Class A or B with 
hazmat and tanker en-
dorsement. Clean MVR. 
Must be 21 or older. 
Call 719-754-2221 for 
application.(5/27)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SCHOOL District 
is accepting applica-
tions for an Elementary 
Teacher for the 2020-
2021 school year. Suc-
cessful applicants will: 
Hold or be able to obtain 
a valid teaching license 
from the Colorado De-
partment of Education 
with an Elementary Ed-
ucation endorsement. 
Prioritize relationships 
with all stakeholders 
while creating engaging 
learning experiences. 
Demonst rate st rong 
classroom instruction 
and management skills. 
Possess strong inter-
personal skills and a 
growth mindset. Ap-
plications are available 
for download on the 
district website at http://
mountainvalleyschool.
org. Please include a re-
sume, cover letter, and 3 
current letters of recom-
mendation. Completed 
applications can be sub-
mitted to Attn: Travis 
Garout te, Mounta in 
Valley School District, 
PO BOX 127 Saguache, 
CO 81149 or emailed 
to garouttet@valley.
k12.co.us. For more in-
formation, please call 
719-655-0268. Moun-
tain Valley School is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.(5/19)
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M AT H I A S  C O N -
CRETE POSITIONS 
opening for full time CDL 
truck drivers Class A or 
B. Call for more informa-
tion. 719-852-3732.(6/3)

LOOKING FOR A ca-
reer opportunity and be-
ing a part of your local 
community? 1st South-
west Bank is growing and 
hiring a Loan Processor, 
offering a strong benefit 
package & career growth 
opportunities.  EOE. Go 
to  https://www.fswb.
bank/who-we-are/ca-
reers/ for more details & 
to apply.(5/15)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFALFA 
AND grass/alfalfa, small 
bales $7.00 in hay shed 
(719) 580-2509.(6/20)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfalfa, 
alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
various quality and pric-
ing. 719-850-8917 (7-13-
TFN)

350 - FARM 
EQUIPMENT

500 BUSHEL GRAIN 
storage bin. Call 719-580-
5745.(5/19)

351
LIVESTOCK

9 FEEDER LAMBS for 
sale, $100 each. Call 719-
588-7325.(5/30)

WANT TO BUY 4-6 
hens, no Banties. Call 
719-589-2932. (5/15)

RANCHO DEL CORA-
ZONE registered Angus 
bulls; high altitude, high 
quality, selling private 
treaty. Call 505-603-7227. 
Antonito, Colorado.(5/19)

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

F R E E  K I T T E N S . 
BOX trained and eating 
on own. Call 720-483-
2720.(5/23)

FREE KITTENS TO 
good inside homes. Call 
719-250-7597.(6/22)

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a home? 
San Luis Valley Animal 
Welfare Society is a 
nonprofit animal res-
cue dedicated to stop-
ping the euthanasia of 
healthy adoptable pets. 
Having pets altered is 
the number one way to 
stop pet overpopulation. 
If your pet has had pup-
pies contact us. We will 
take the puppies into 
our rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 ( WOOF ); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

N EED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to adopt 
kittens? Help trap/neu-
t e r / release  ef for t s? 
Donate food/litter/sup-
plies? Low cost spay/
neuter clinic for cats. 
http://www.catsaliveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)

F R E E  T O  G O O D 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BARN CATS. Spay/
neuter clinics coming to 
Alamosa in near future. 
Call Donna K 719-589-
5952 or 719-580-9078. 
(TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 
2 or 3 bedroom Mo-
bi le  Home 1981 or 
h igher  for  $15,0 0 0 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-E)

507 - BOATS & 
MARINE EQUIP.

12FT ALUMINUM 
$250. 17ft Crestliner 
$1200. 22ft Glastron in-
board outboard Merk 888 
$2000. 14ft Lund center 
console nine hp Yamaha 
4 stroke $1800. Call 719-
588-7646.(6/2)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

2 BEDROOM, WASH-
ER /DRYER, fenced 
yard. Showing Friday. 
$750 mth, $750 dep. Call 
719-248-3634.(TFN)

620
STORAGE UNITS

FOR RENT 1500 sq.ft 
storage/workshop. Avail-
able April 19th. $400 
month. Call 719-589-
3759(5/20)

702 - AUTOS 
FOR SALE

2011 FORD SHELBY 
Cobra, glass roof. 15,000 
miles. $48,500/obo, Call 
719-588-5198.(6/17)

2008 RED CHEVY 
Evolve for sale. Call 719-
580-5745.(5/19)

715 - 4X4 
VEHICLES

3825 GALLONS OF 
Middlemist water for sale. 
Call 719-588-2001. (5/26)
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Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment
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Lumber • Steel

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa


