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Blood Drive  
Two blood drives have 

taken place thus far in the 
San Luis Valley, with social 
distancing guidelines in 
effect.

 The final blood drive 
of three 

•      Alamosa Community 
Blood Drive: June 23, from 
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
LDS Church, located at 927 
Weber Drive in Alamosa. .

To make an appoint-
ment online or for more 
information on blood do-
nor eligibility, frequently 
asked questions about 
blood donations during 
this pandemic, and the 
most up-to-date donor 
information, please go to 
Vitalant’s website at www.
vitalant.org.

Dumb Friends League hosts ground 

breaking event for new shelter in Alamosa
The San Luis 

Valley Animal 
Center is ex-

pected to care 
for 2,500 pets 

per year
ALAMOSA —   On 

Friday, June 19, the 
Dumb Friends League is 
hosting a groundbreak-
ing ceremony to kick-off 
construction of its new 
animal shelter in Ala-

mosa County, CO.
The San Luis Valley 

Animal Center ground-
breaking event will take 
place at 1 p.m. at 701 
Airport Road in Ala-
mosa, CO. Speakers will 
include Dumb Friends 
League President and 
CEO Dr. Apryl Steele, 
Alamosa County Com-
missioner Darius Allen 
and Alamosa Mayor Mr. 
Ty Coleman.

“There are current-

ly three state-licensed 
animal shelters oper-
ating in the area that 
cared for approximately 
1,600 dogs combined in 
2018, none were able 
to aid cats,” said Dr. 
Apryl Steele. “The Dumb 
Friends League San Luis 
Valley Animal Center 
will care for an an-
ticipated 2,500 pets 
per year, including 800 
cats.”

Safety first with 
Coronavirus

SAN LUIS VALLEY — 
Seven new cases for the 
SLV have been reported 
since Tuesday, 3 for Cone-
jos, 2 for Rio Grande Coun-
ty, and 1 each for Alamosa 
and Costilla counties. The 
total number of cumula-
tive cases is now 313. 
Twenty-eight total people 
have been hospitalized, 
and 218 have completed 
isolation. There have been 
5 fatalities of individuals 
with COVID-19. Numbers 
are updated weekdays 
at slvemergency.org/slv-
covid-19/.

Local data from Public 
Health and healthcare 
partners suggests that 
the SLV is currently 
experiencing a surge 
of  COVID-19.  While 
outbreaks are occur-
ring at facilities and 
workplaces in several 
locations, much of this 
surge is attributable to 
community spread oc-
curring throughout the 
region. Assume anyone 
you meet, and even you 
yourself, could be carry-
ing the virus, and take 
necessary precautions.

On Wednesday, Gov-
ernor Polis announced 
draft guidance regarding 
group sizes and residential 
day camps for the “Safer 
at Home and in the Vast 
Great Outdoors” phase. 
The changes are to be 
implemented on Friday, 

6/18. He also introduced 
the next phase, called, 
“Protect Our Neighbors.” 
This phase further reduces 
restrictions on gatherings, 
activities, and customer 
capacity in businesses. 
However, it will not be 
implemented Statewide. 
Instead, each jurisdiction 
will be able to determine 
which of the three phases, 
Stay at Home, Safer at 
Home, or Protect Our 
Neighbors, is appropriate 
for their area depending 
on the level of transmis-
sion, hospitalization rates, 
percent positive cases, 
hospital capacity, and so 
on. Local Public Health 
Agencies in the San Luis 
Valley are discussing 
the possibility of taking 
a region-wide approach 
to determine the level of 
safety needed to enact the 
next phase.

The Governor also 
stressed the importance of 
continuing to follow public 
health guidelines for the 
best chance of reducing 
transmission and for our 
economy to recover. The 
more individuals choose 
to wear masks, socially 
distance themselves from 
others, and wash their 
hands regularly, the better 
we’ll do as a community. 
Following these guidelines 
is a “Passport to Success” 
for Colorado.

MONTE VISTA — After decades of perseverance, the Monte Vista City Coun-
cil voted unanimously at their June 9 council meeting to proceed with the final 
stages and design of the new Ski Hi Regional Event Center. Members of the City 
of Monte Vista, the Friends of Ski Hi, Alcon Construction and principals involved 
gathered on the Ski Hi grounds to christen a new sign depicting the architectural 
rendering of the new facility.  

The new Center will host the Ski Hi Stampede, Rocky Mountain Ag Conference, 
the internationally acclaimed Crane Festival, SLV Home & Garden Exposition and a 
multitude of regional and statewide events that support the entire San Luis Valley.

Ski Hi presents banner

Matching gift challenge
Rio Grande 
Farm Park 

Raising Funds 
for Green-

house
ALAMOSA —   At 

the Rio Grande Farm 
Park, we enthusiasti-
cally encourage commu-
nity involvement in an 
equitable food system; 
it’s something we all 
work together to create 
and consistently sup-
port. With your help, 
we will soon construct a 
greenhouse at the Park 
to fill a community need 
and desire to have fresh, 
locally-grown food avail-
able year-round.

Beginning Monday, 
June  22nd,  we  are 

launching a campaign 
to raise $20,000 to-
ward this greenhouse. 
Thanks to generous do-
nors agreeing to match 
all of the funds we raise, 
every dollar that you 

give from Monday until 
July 17th goes five times 
as far!

To this end, we are 
asking for your support. 
Adding your donation 
to  this  campaign is 

an investment in the 
wellness of the entire 
community, from the 
ground up. Donors who 
give at least $25 will be 
recognized on a plaque 
in the park, and donors 
who give $10,000 or 
more will be honored on 
a park bench. Donations 
of $100 or more are eli-
gible for an Enterprise 
Zone tax credit.

This greenhouse will 
benefit our farmers, 
providing space for them 
to grow their starts and 
extending their growing 

season; Rio Grande Farm 
Park as an organization, 
offering opportunity 
for sustained earned 
income; and our commu-
nity by providing fresh 
leafy greens and other 
veggies year-round!

Small farms can feed 
the world. With your 
support, the Rio Grande 
Farm Park can be a part 
of the solution we need 
to provide for the future.

Please donate now at 
www.riograndefarm-

park.org/greenhouse-
build

Correction: Firearm restriction 

on Marshall

In Tuesday’s article 
the day of the shooting 
was incorrectly listed as 

“Friday June 6th”. The 
correct day was Thurs-
day, June 4th

■ See COVIDpage 3

■ See DFL page 3

Miller named Ambassador of the Year
COLORADO SPRINGS 

— At the American Legion 
Department of Colorado 
Conference held in January 
in Colorado Springs, the 
Children and Youth Ambas-
sador of the Year Award for 
2019-2020 was awarded to 
Dr. Thomas Miller. Miller, 
the Commander of Monte 
Vista’s James G. Hamilton 
Post 53, was recognized 
for his contributions and 
dedication of safeguarding 
the health, welfare and 
well-being of Children and 
Youth by dedicating his 
career to caring for children 
as a pediatrician.   

Dr. Thomas Miller, 
Monte Vista Post 53 Com-
mander and Navy Veteran 
enjoyed his career as a 
pediatrician while serving 
his country.  After leaving 
the Navy he continued 
dedicating his life to the 
health and wellbeing of 
children.  Dr. Miller stated 
that “The job of a pediatri-
cian in rural Colorado, 
both the San Luis Valley 
and now in the Montrose 
area is all-inclusive.  We 
see the veteran’s kids, the 
rich, the poor…everybody.  
60-70% of my patients are 
Medicaid – meaning they 

are socioeconomically 
disadvantaged. 

Courtesy photo

Dr. Thomas Miller

■ See AWARD page 

In-depth look 

at victim, 

shooter 

coming soon
ALAMOSA– For an in-

depth look at what put 
victim Danny Pruitt and 
shooter James Marshall 
at the scene of June 4th 
protest-related shoot-
ing, watch upcoming 
editions.
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OBITUARIES

PENDING OBITUARIESVALLEY COURIER
POLICY ON OBITUARIES

The Valley Courier charges a flat fee of $30 for each obituary published. 
Pending arrangements or death notices are run at no charge.

This charge affects funeral homes, as well as family or other representa-
tives, that directly place obituaries. All paid obituaries are published on our 
web site, www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit will be rerun. If the errors are on the part of the submit-
ting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

Marilyn Wintz
MONTE VISTA — 

Marilyn Wintz was born 
in Aspen, Colorado on 
Valentine’s Day in 1940. 
She passed away peace-
fully at home on June 
3rd, 2020. She was known 
for sending letters with 
perfectly cut out pink 
hearts that would fall 
out of the envelope like 
confetti. She was the 
daughter of Fred and 
Mary Cook. Marilyn and 
her brothers Joe and Jim 
Cook lived in beautiful 
places like Minturn, 
Aspen and the Bighorn 
Mountains of Wyoming 
due to her father’s job as 
a forest ranger where his 
office was the beautiful 
mountains. Her family 
moved to Monte Vista, 

Colorado where Marilyn 
graduated from high 
school and loved keeping 
up with her classmates 
who called her “Cookie.” 

La Garita Ranch, in 
Creede, Colorado, is 
where Marilyn spent her 
summers working be-
tween college semesters 
at Colorado State Univer-
sity and U.N.C., where 
she studied to become 

a teacher. A handsome 
young man home from 
the National Guard vis-
iting his parents George 
and Dorothy Wintz cap-
tured her heart. Rod and 
Marilyn Wintz were mar-
ried in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado and returned 
to Creede to manage 
the Wason Ranch for 
over thirty years, where 
they raised their family 
and met many lifelong 
friends. 

In the summers Mari-
lyn planted beautiful 
flower beds for each of 
the cabins at Wason as 
well as taking care of the 
office and ranch duties. 
In her early teaching 
years, she began a pre-
school in the reception 

room at Wason Ranch, 
where finger painting 
and learning letters were 
building blocks for kids 
who had big dreams. 
Marilyn taught first and 
second grade as well as 
music at Lamb Elemen-
tary School. Her passion 
was teaching kids to read 
and to be ready for a life 
of learning and success. 
One of her greatest joys 
was keeping up with 
all of her past students 
and she referred to 
them all as “her kids.” 
She also spent time as 
the Elementary School 
Principal and after her 
retirement went on to 

earn a Ph.D. from the 
University of Denver. 

Rod and Marilyn re-
tired to “Rel Rio” along 
the Rio Grande River 
where they loved seeing 
and hearing the river 
daily. She treasured the 
view of the river and 
enjoyed having a cup of 
tea with friends in this 
beautiful and peaceful 
place. 

Marilyn Wintz is sur-
vived by her daughters 
Marilee Wintz and Sh-
irrae Fazio, J.D. Fazio 
and her beloved grand-
sons, Jaxson and Ty 
Fazio. She was sup-
portive and encouraged 

her family to be strong 
and happy in life. She 
is predeceased by her 
husband of over 50 years, 
Rod Wintz, her older 
brother, Joe Cook, and 
her younger brother Jim 
Cook. Marilyn has cho-
sen not to have a public 
service. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be 
made in her name to the 
Creede School District 
Endowment Foundation, 
P.O. Box 429, Creede, 
CO 81130. “When the 
student is ready the 
teacher appears. When 
the student is truly ready 
the teacher disappears.” 
Lao Tzu

William “Bill” David Bradley 
DEL NORTE — It is with 

sadness we announce the 
passing of William “Bill” Da-
vid Bradley on May the 28th 
2020 in his home in McHenry 
Illinois at the age of 80.

Born at Del Norte Colorado 
February 25th, 1940 son of 
Arlie Bradley and Fannie 
Pearl (Mills) Bradley. 

Bill attended both Center 
and Hooper schools where 
he graduated in 1958. He at-
tended Adams State College 
in Alamosa. 

Bill married Lois Ann 
Sandefur on June 14th, 
1959, and they moved to 
Albuquerque New Mexico. 
They soon started their fam-
ily which moved them back 
to Alamosa. On March 14th 
their daughter Debra Jean 
Bradley was born. Shortly 
after Debra’s birth, they 
discovered Lois had cancer. 
In hopes of cheering Lois up, 
Bill gave her an electric skillet 
for their first anniversary, he 
later explained he wanted 
her to think she would get 
better. Sadly she passed 
away later in that month, just 
3 months after giving birth. 

 After Lois’s passing Bill 

moved closer to his parents, 
who helped him take care of 
his infant daughter while he 
and his older brother Jack 
ran Bradley Aviation, a fixed 
base operation at the airport 
in Alamosa. In time they 
ended up selling the business, 
Jack went to work for United 
Airlines, and Bill did some 
flying and mechanical work 
for Four Corners Aviation 
in Farmington New Mexico.

In May of 1967 Bill was 
hired by Eastern Airlines and 
moved to New York City, his 
parents and Debra followed 
him a few months later. His 
job later moved them to Geor-
gia then New Jersey and back 
again to Georgia. He then 
moved to Illinois as by now 

his father had passed and his 
mother could be near both her 
sons as Jack also was flying 
out of Chicago. He flew many 
kinds of planes including the 
Connie, Electra, DC9, 727 as 
a Captain. He retired from 
Eastern early 90s.

In retirement, he took 
cruises through the Panama 
Canal, Alaska, Caribbean, 
Baltic. He visited many 
places throughout the United 
States and the world After 
his mother passed away, 
his brother Jack became his 
best bud. They spent time 
together at a local health club 
during the week, and spent 
every Sunday eating 

 Subway sandwiches 
watching football together. 
Bill was a helper to anyone 
he encountered. 

He leaves behind his 
daughter Debra, son in law 
Michael, granddaughter 
Keri and great-grandson 
Gannicus.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his brother 
Jack, his sister Phyllis, his 
wife Lois. 

No services will be held 
at this time

Gerald “Moon” Mullins
MONTE VISTA — 

Gerald “Moon” Mullins 
was born on June 24, 
1934, in Cotopaxi, Colo-
rado to Hugh Patrick and 
Orilee Mullins.  Moon 
graduated from Coto-
paxi High School in 1952 
after which he enlisted 
in the United States Air 
Force. Upon his honor-
able discharge in 1956, 
he attended and then 
graduated from Adams 
State College in college 
in 1960. Moon and Phyl-
lis (Adams) were married 
that same year. Over the 
years, they lived in Bailey, 
Gunnison, and Monte Vis-
ta, where Moon taught, 
was a guidance counselor,  
and where he and Phyllis 
owned the Fabric Barrel 
and Moon’s Pro Shop 
while raising their fam-
ily. In retirement, they 
settled in Colorado City. 
Moon enjoyed playing 
golf, playing bridge, and 
was an avid hunter and 
fly fisherman. Mostly, 
he loved his family and 
traveling to all his kid’s 
and grandkid’s events. 
Moon went to heaven to be 
with his wife on April 27, 

2020. He was preceded in 
death by his parents Hugh 
and Orilee, two brothers 
Johnnie and Hughee, and 
his wife Phyllis. He is 
survived by his children, 
Kana (Greg) Condon, 
Katrina (Albert) Francis 
and Monte (Stacie) Mul-
lins as well as her grand-
children Chase (Jill), 
Kyle (Tammi) and Heath 

(Katy) Francis, Luke and 
Arika Condon, Taelor 
(Brandon) Sanchez, Clay 
and Faithe.  Moon is also 
survived by four great-
grandchildren, Jaycee, 
Jessa, Brady and Rynlee 
Francis.  Also surviving 
him are siblings, Idell 
Clark and Glenn Mullins, 
in addition to many much-
loved nieces and nephews.  
On Saturday, June 20, 
2020, at 11:00 AM there 
will be a Celebration of 
Life for Gerald “Moon” 
Mullins, or as Moon put 
it, his Farewell Party. 
It will be a graveside 
service at the Cotopaxi 
Cemetery followed by 
lunch and fellowship 
at the Cotopaxi Church 
in Cotopaxi, Colorado. 
Donations can be made 
to Friends of Hollydot at 
P.O. Box 19621, Colorado 
City, CO 81019 or the Joni 
Fair Hospice House at 
1207 Pueblo Blvd. Way, 
Pueblo, CO 81005. Flow-
ers can be sent in Care 
of Monte Mullins to 918 
Fourth St., Alamosa, CO.  
Moon’s full obituary can 
be read on-line at www.
davismortuary.com

Ruth Marie Karcher
April 10, 1925- June 2, 

2020 Age 95
Ruth lived in Decatur, IL 

for 73 years and was mar-
ried to Ernest R Karcher 
until he passed in 1978. 
While in Decatur,  they 
raised their 9 children: Jo-
anna Miller-Shelbyville, 
KY, Lawrence (Shelby) 
Karcher-Decatur, IL, Ste-
phen (Sharon) Karcher-
Sullivan, IL, Susan (Tom 
Larson) Gillespie-Mon-
te Vista, CO, Yvonne ( 
Tony) Garofalo-St Pe-
ters, MO, Annette (Dick) 
Brown-Blackstone, VA, 
Christina(Charlie) Ew-
ing- Atwood, IL, Theresa 
(Sid) Palmer-Decatur, IL, 
Barbara Karcher Tucker-
Decatur, IL.

Ruth was blessed with 
26 grandchildren, 41 
great-grandchildren and 
3 great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

Preceding her in death 
are her grandson, 2nd 
Class Petty Officer Logan 

S Palmer, 2 special sons-
in-law Ron Miller and 
Tim Gillespie, as well as 
her parents Lawrence and 
Katie and her brothers 
Paul and Bernard.

Ruth was very indepen-
dent and active until she 
was 90 at which time she 
began to need help from 
family. Over the next 3 
years, she was assisted in 
her home by her children 
until she moved to Colo-
rado with her daughter 

Susan in 2018 where she 
passed on June 2, 2020.

Ruth was born in Dahl-
gren, IL to Lawrence and 
Katie Aydt on April 10, 
1925, where she lived until 
her marriage to Ernie on 
November 11, 1946, when 
they relocated to Decatur, 
IL. to begin their new life 
and family.

Ruth was an accom-
plished vocalist and pia-
nist playing and singing 
alongside her father at St 
John’s Catholic Church 
while growing up. Once 
married, she continued 
to use her extraordinary 
gift at St James Catholic 
Church in Decatur. She 
has now been promoted 
to high soprano soloist 
in the Heavenly Angles 
Choir where she will sing 
her signature solo, “Ave 
Maria”!

She worked in Mt. Ver-
non as a certified hair-
dresser until she married. 

During her life she vol-

unteered countless hours 
to organizations such 
as St. Mary’s Hospital 
Auxiliary, the KC’s, the 
Garden Club, St. James 
Church and School, the 
Red Cross and many oth-
ers but also took pride in 
giving gallons of her rare 
blood type to the American 
Red Cross. 

She was an Election 
Judge, worked at St. 
Mary’s Hospital and re-
tired from the Macon 
County Tax Assessor 
Office.

As her family, we would 
agree that our mother 
worked tirelessly to pro-
vide a safe, stable, loving 
home and was an accom-
plished seamstress and 
an outstanding cook and 
baker, to name just a few of 
her extraordinary talents. 

Her quick wit and hu-
mor always kept us laugh-
ing and for the past 42 
years since her husband’s 
passing, has been mother, 

father, friend, and com-
forter providing endless 
love and care.

We all consider it an 
honor to have cared for 
her and to give back just 
a little of what she gave 
to us.

She was not only a de-
vout Catholic but was also 
dedicated to the Christian 
Faith which brought her 
great comfort during her 
life and especially in her 
final years. She worked 
diligently to know and 
understand the teachings 
of Our Lord and Savior, 
seeking God and praying 
daily until taken home. 
She died peacefully and 
is now rejoicing in Heaven 
with the loved ones who 
have gone before her. 

Although the hole she 
has left in so many lives 
is gaping, we are encour-
aged to know that one day 
we will be rejoined with 
her in Heaven and will 
live together throughout 

eternity. 
Ruth’s arrangements 

have been coordinated by 
Roger’s Family Mortuary 
of Colorado. She will re-
turn to Gholson’s Funeral 
Home in Dahlgren, IL for 
internment on Sat, June 
20, 2020.

A Mass will be celebrat-
ed at St Johns Catholic 
Church at 10:00 am for the 
immediate family. Once 
the family has been seat-
ed, others are welcome 
to join with a total of 100 
per Covid-19 Guidelines. 
A graveside service with 
viewing will follow. 

Everyone is required to 
follow social distancing 
and MUST wear a mask!

Memorials can be made 
to the “Logan Stephen 
Palmer Leadership Suc-
cess Program-LSP2” at 
787 Spruce Hill Drive, 
Decatur, IL 62521.

To express condolences 
to the family, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com

Richard Owen Williams Jr.
ALAMOSA — Rich-

ard Owen Williams Jr. 
passed away on June 
11, 2020, at his home 
in Farmington, Utah. 
He was born in Salida, 
CO on Feb. 24, 1950, to 
Richard Owen Williams 
Sr. and Willie Elizabeth 
(Dolly) Williams.

He lived in various 
cities with his family 
when growing up and 
graduated from Alamosa 
High School in 1968. He 
met LaVerne Reed Wil-
liams of Sanford, CO 

and the couple was mar-
ried on April 30, 1971. 
He worked for Conejos 
County Jewelers and lat-
er moved to Farmington, 
Utah where he worked 
and retired from Hill Air 
Force Base in Clearfield 
in 2008 where he worked 
as a boiler operator.

Richard could draw 
anything just by look-
ing at it which was a 
trait that none of his 
four children received. 
His heart was bigger 
than his fuse and that’s 

one thing that we loved 
about him. Richard was 
an avid fisherman and 
was always there for 
his kids and willing to 
do anything for anyone. 
He always placed service 
before self.

He is survived by La-
Verne Williams (wife), 
and ch i ldren  Karr i 
(Shannon) Brazel, Blaine 
Williams, Troy (Loni) 
Williams, Brandon (Col-
leen) Williams. Richard 
has 10 grandchildren 
Gavin, Hunter, Con-

nor Williams, Makenna 
Brazel, Keara, Raychel 
Williams, Nash, Wren, 
Heston Williams. He is 
also survived by older 
sister Shirley Crews, 
Joe Crews (nephew), 
younger brother Wil-
lard (Pam) Lori, Bryan, 
Kyle, Jason (niece and 
nephew).

Richard is preceded in 
death by Harold Williams 
(brother), Stormy Wil-
liams (granddaughter), 
Kelly Crews (nephew), 
Alan Crews (brother-in-

law), Richard Williams 
Sr. (father), Willie Eliza-
beth (Dolly) Williams 
(mother).

One of his famous lines 
was “Dammit LaVerne, 
the level doesn’t lie.” and 
“Touchdown Denver” (as 
the box of cereal hits the 
kitchen floor). Forever 
in our hearts, we will 
always love you and miss 
you, Dad.

Services were held 
Thursday, June 18 at 10 
a.m. at Farmington City 
Cemetery.

R u s s o n  M o r t u a r y 
Bountiful Utah is in 
care of the arrangements

Cora Chacon 
ANTONITO — Cora Chacon, 92, passed away June 

16, 2020. Arrangements are pending and will be an-
nounced through Romero Funeral Home of Antonito. 
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DFL
■ Continued from Page 1
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The ASPCA (American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals®) awarded a $250,000 
grant to the San Luis Valley Animal 
Center. The ASPCA’s investment 
will support the construction of the 
new facility and care for lost, stray, 
abandoned and unwanted pets.

Alamosa County and the City 
of Alamosa generously donated a 
parcel of land for the new facility.

Other supporters for the plan-

ning, construction and operation 
of the San Luis Valley Animal 
Center include Alpine Veterinary 
Hospital, Animal Arts, Animal As-
sistance Foundation, Cats Alive, 
Dell’s Insurance Agency, Inc., Henry 
Roath, Monte Vista Animal Hospi-
tal, Petsmart Charities and Valley 
Humane League.

Future plans for the new shelter 
include providing community pro-
grams such as low-cost spay and 

neuter services, behavior support, 
subsidized veterinary care and hu-
mane education classes.

To ensure the community is ad-
equately supported while the San 
Luis Valley Animal Center is built, 
the League is currently operating 
the Valley Humane League shelter 
in Alamosa.

Anyone wishing to support to the 
San Luis Valley Animal Center can 
donate at ddfl.org.

Alamosa, Fort Morgan driver license offices now taking 
CO-RCSA (SB 13-251) appointments; services start July 1
LAKEWOOD — Un-

documented and tempo-
rarily legal immigrants 
can now schedule appoint-
ments for July 1 to obtain 
a Colorado driver license, 
instruction permit or 
identification card at the 
Alamosa and Fort Morgan 
driver license offices. 

The Lakewood West-
gate, Colorado Springs, 
Aurora, Grand Junction, 
Glenwood Springs, La-
mar, Montrose, Pueblo 
and Durango driver li-
cense offices will continue 
to offer these services.

To protect the health of 
customers and staff while 
providing critical ser-

vices, the Alamosa and 
Fort Morgan offices, and 
all other driver license 
offices, will be open on an 
appointment-only basis.

Undocumented and 
temporarily legal Im-
migrants can schedule 
their appointments by 
calling 303-205-2335 
or can reach out to the 
DMV’s Colorado Road 
and Community Safety 
Act partners at www.
colorado.gov/dmv/non-
profit-co-rcsa-partners. 
These nonprofit groups 
help schedule appoint-
ments and ensure ap-
plicants have the docu-
ments needed to start the 

licensing process.
The DMV is also con-

tinuing other precau-
tions, including requir-
ing customers to wear 
a face mask or covering 
to their appointments, 
screening both custom-
ers and staff for fevers 
and administering a CO-
VID-19 questionnaire. 
All who have fevers or 
exhibit COVID-19 symp-
toms will not be allowed 
into state offices.

 Customers should not 
bring guests because 
guests will not be allowed 
into any driver license of-
fice while social distanc-
ing is being utilized. If a 

guest is essential such as 
a caregiver or translator, 
customers must specify 
that a guest is needed 
when making an appoint-
ment.

As a temporary safety 
precaution, the DMV will 
not conduct drive tests 
and encourages soon-to-
be-drivers to reach out 
to a driving school for 
testing. 

The first day these 
services will be available 
at the additional driver 
license offices is July 1, 
2020. All Coloradans re-
gardless of immigration 
status must schedule 
appointments to be seen. 

Undocumented immi-
grants must schedule 
an appointment to start 
the process of obtaining 
a Colorado driver license, 
instruction permit or 
identification card, while 
temporarily legal immi-
grants can apply at any 
state driver license office 
with an appointment.

The expansion is due 
to legislation passed 
during the 2019 session, 
chiefly Senate Bill 19-139 
and the Long Appropria-
tions Bill. The Colorado 
Road and Community 
Safety Act (SB 13-251) 
established immigrant 
services on Aug. 1, 2014. 

By expanding the num-
ber of offices offering 
these services, more 
Coloradans will be suffi-
ciently trained to operate 
a vehicle on roads and 
highways throughout 
the Centennial State and 
will be able to obtain in-
surance. This will make 
driving safer for all Colo-
radans. Additionally, 
rural Coloradans won’t 
have to drive as far when 
seeking to utilize these 
services.

Visit Colorado.gov/
DMV for more informa-
tion on Colorado Road 
and Community Safety 
Act services.

Los Angeles native came to Adams State 

for football and stayed for science
ALAMOSA — From the west 

coast beach innovative culture 
to a quiet, rural community 
over 7,500 feet above sea level, 
Pablo Maldonado Jr. found his 
niche and flourished in ways he 
did not expect at Adams State 
University.

He first arrived as a member 
of the Adams State football team 
and graduated this spring with a 
Bachelor of Science in cellular and 
molecular biology and a Bachelor 
of Arts in allied health chemistry. 
“I quickly fell in love with my 
academic peers and mentors and 
became involved with the Porter 
Hall community.”

This fall, he starts the Colorado 
State University Cell and Mo-
lecular Biology Ph.D. program, to 
specialize in infectious diseases 
and eventually pursue a career 
in government research or public 
health.

Benita Brink, Ph.D. professor 
of biology and chair of Biology 
and Geosciences Department; 
Frank Novotny, Ph.D. professor 
of chemistry; and Christy Miller, 
Ph.D. professor of chemistry 
and chair of Chemistry and 
Mathematics Department, were 
crucial in his decision for gradu-
ate school. “All were extremely 
supportive and guided me the 
whole way.” 

Along with being an active 
member of the Adams Atoms, 
chemistry club, Maldonado also 

took advantage of research op-
portunities. He worked on three 
different projects at Adams State 
and last summer participated 
in a 10-week summer research 
program at Colorado State Uni-
versity.

Because his mentors encour-
aged him to reach his academic 
potential, he kept challenging 
himself. “This helped me grow 

into a completely different person 
from the athletic recruit from Los 
Angeles.”

Several scholarships and work-
study jobs helped Maldonado 
graduate in four years with little 
student loan debt. He also ap-
preciates the employees in the 
Financial Aid Office and the Por-
ter Hall STEM Center for their 
constant support.

Photo courtesy of ASU 

As an undergraduate at Adams State University, Pablo Maldonado was 
involved in three research projects including the Prevalence of Anti-
biotic Resistance in the Environment (PARE) Project. Support for the 
research came from the Colorado Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority 
Participation (CO-AMP).

For questions about testing or for medical advice, 
please contact your primary care doctor or call one 
of the numbers below to start the screening process:

For symptomatic individuals only, call:
Rio Grande Hospital 719-657-4990
SLVHealth Respiratory Clinic 719-589-2511 ext. 9 
For symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals who 

have had contact with a confirmed COVID-19 positive 
individual, call:

Valley-Wide Health Systems 719-589-3658 ext. 9 
(M-F), 719-589-2562 (Sa/Su)

For general (non-medical) SLV COVID-19 related 
questions: slvepr@alamosacounty.org, 719-480-8719 

HIGH FIRE DANGER ACROSS THE SLV REGION. 
The US National Weather Service has declared a Red 
Flag Warnings this week for high fire danger for the 
San Luis Valley due to gusty winds, high tempera-
tures, and dry conditions. Please avoid any activity 
that could cause a fire, including any outdoor burning, 
tossing cigarette butts, parking in tall grass, dragging 
trailer chains, welding outdoors, or operating heavy 
machinery.  

We do our own ordering of 
medical supplies as well as 
management of medically frag-
ile and complex children in our 
community.  I have patients 
with organ transplants, complex 
heart disease, genetic disorders, 
etc. - with the nearest specialist 
being 4-5 hours away.”  

Dr. Miller is involved in many 
things most would not think of, 
such as “reviewing child fatali-
ties… (and finding) ways to pre-
vent and treat opioid withdrawal 
in newborns.  We have a presence 
at every kid’s fair, health fair, 
etc. all trying to promote child 
health and wellbeing.”  

Dr. Miller served on the “Board 

of Directors for La Puente which 
ran the PALS program: and after 
school program for at risk kids” 
and somehow found time to de-
vote to the food bank network en-
suring children had nutritional 
and healthy meals.  Creating a 
program and expanding it is not 
an easy task.  

Congratulations to Dr. Thomas 
Miller, recipient of “The Ameri-
can Legion,  Department of 
Colorado 2019-2020 Children 
and Youth Ambassador of the 
Year Award.  

ing child fatalities… (and find-
ing) ways to prevent and treat 
opioid withdrawal in newborns.  
We have a presence at every 

kid’s fair, health fair, etc. all 
trying to promote child health 
and wellbeing.”  

Dr. Miller served on the “Board 
of Directors for La Puente which 
ran the PALS program: and after 
school program for at risk kids” 
and somehow found time to de-
vote to the food bank network en-
suring children had nutritional 
and healthy meals.  Creating a 
program and expanding it is not 
an easy task.  

Congratulations to Dr. Thomas 
Miller, recipient of “The Ameri-
can Legion,  Department of 
Colorado 2019-2020 Children 
and Youth Ambassador of the 
Year Award.  

Award
■ Continued from Page 1



Page 4 Valley Courier Wednesday, June 17, 2020

Opinion

Alamosa 

Landscapes

Marilyn Loser

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

Sylvia 

Lobato

Native Writes

To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:

sjiron@alamosanews.com

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”
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Telisha’s Story:
My name is Telisha. I’m 30 years old 

from Fairmont, West Virginia. I grew 
up in a pretty normal household; my 
stepdad was a preacher and raised me 
my whole life, along with my mother and 
two younger siblings.

I was on the home-
coming court, prom 
court, a varsity cheer-
leader, on the track 
team, swim team, and 
dance team. I started 
using alcohol and drugs 
around the age of 14. It 
started with partying 
with my school peers 
mainly with alcohol 
and marijuana. I no-
ticed that my partying 
started exceeding my 
friend’s partying. My 
grades dropped tre-
mendously. I became 
violent and rebellious. I got pregnant 
at the age of 17 right before high school 
graduation, which caused me to give up 
my goal of college, or so I thought.

I took my daughter and moved out of my 
parent’s house to live with my daughter’s 
father. We got hooked on pills, Percocet 
to be exact. We searched for, bought, 
snorted, injected, stole for, and made 
our whole lives revolve around pills. I 
got pregnant again after three years 
and had my second daughter. I was still 
hooked on pills and partying whether 
my kids were with me or not. I had also 
ended up doing a lot of cocaine, ecstasy, 
and Xanax too.

I got arrested in 2012 for stealing 
checks, forging and cashing them. Jail 
wasn’t enough to make me stop, nor 
was probation or the day report center. I 
ended up in Huntington, West Virginia, 
in a long-term treatment facility. After 
six months, I relapsed and got hooked 
on heroin and ended back in jail. My 
probation was revoked. I ended up giving 
custody of my daughters to my parents 
and continued to use heroin by injection 
for a while. I was in and out of treatment 
centers.

Eventually, I stayed clean for almost 
three years, had a full-time job, got 
engaged, and a home, and relapsed and 
lost it all again and stayed high for about 
another year. I got pregnant and stayed 
clean and I still remain clean as you 
read this today, I have a three-month-
old daughter, I am married now, have 
a job in recovery, and get to be a mom 
to my daughters, that my parents have 
custody of.

I did none of this on my own, I give all 
credit to God and to people who loved me 
when I couldn’t love myself. If it were up 
to me, I would probably be dead right 
now, but because of recovery and peer 
support, I’m alive and have a purpose 
today!~Telisha

Thank you, Telisha. I’m glad you credit 
God for sobriety. Too many people forget 
to even acknowledge Him.

What does addiction look like?
A lot of people think addiction looks 

like a homeless person shooting up under 
a bridge, or someone with rotten teeth. 
Sometimes that’s true. But addiction also 
looks like a doctor/nurse, lawyer/judge, 
actor/actress, preacher, politician, family 
member, or neighbor. I would say - most 
of the time, addiction does not look like 
the picture in your mind.

I turned to one of my most favorite 
people, Mr. Fred Rogers, for his insight 
about addiction in, “Children and Magic 
and Drug Abuse,” (1971). My goal is to 
help everyone, even kids, understand 
that addiction doesn’t always look like 
we think it looks.

Here are some of my favorite quotes 
from Mr. Rogers wisdom:

·     “Our job as adults is to find ways to 
help our young people grow in the convic-
tion that they can achieve self-realization 
without having to pour it in or sniff it in.” 

·     “What I wonder is if those who do 
take drugs might feel that they can’t be 
or do anything of value except by magic. 
Because in the final analysis isn’t that 
what drugs are: a kind of magic? A magic 
that will resolve discomfort and will give 
a sense of being important, perhaps 
omnipotent?” 

·     “Every person has hopes beyond 
his present capacities, and it’s our job, 
it seems to me, to help children to strive 
for what they want and not to go on try-
ing to get it by drugs or any other kind 
of magic.” 

·     “Our job as adults is to find ways to 
help our young people grow in the convic-
tion that they can achieve self-realization 
without having to pour it in or sniff it in.” 

·     “I’m absolutely convinced that the 
sense of feeling worthwhile, the sense of 
being able to make a difference by who 
you are inside, is essential to living.” 

I believe Mr. Rogers was absolutely 
correct. 

Like Telisha, I know some addicts can 
recover. I believe they must reach the 
desperate, magic-point-of-realization of 
needing/wanting sobriety. And, I believe 
that feeling one’s life is worthwhile and 
makes a difference, is definitely, “essen-
tial to living.” Thank you, Mr. Rogers. I 
miss you. 

Just do your homework and vote.
Sometimes I wonder what the blow-

hards expect to accomplish by 
spraying opinions across the 
breakfast table.

I think the ballot box is a good 
place to start.

People are unwilling to roll 
back the clock to the dark 
ages and stage a coup. Scalp-
ing, maybe, but I’m not sure I 
wouldn’t be confronted with the 
glue holing a toupee on tight.

The ballot is my place to 
speak.

Many people complain about 
those in office and frown when 
I suggest voting them out. It’s 
possible and has been done with success 
in my lifetime.

I’m pretty old and can remember when 
people voted out work to help those voted 
in with the needs of the office and the 
people.

I used to love hearing “the American 
People,” but now those words are used 

by persons who really don’t care and 
have proven it.

They also talk about the 
group of COVID-19 sufferers 
as if they are their personal 
representatives. I truly hope 
they are.

Politics, when I was prepar-
ing to vote, was almost magic 
in my mind.

Living most of my life with 
my paternal grandfather and 
my parents, I believed Election 
Day was equal to Easter and 
Christmas. We had a duty to 
go to the courthouse and cast 
our ballots.

The family was devout Democrats, so 
I knew which line to toe.

I did until the day my grandfather was 
on what tuned out to be his deathbed. He 
was 95 plus a few months and ordered me 
to go to the courthouse and “Git me one.”

I got him a ballot, along with the ser-
vices of a friend who was a Notary, and 

he voted with a shaky hand. “There. I 
hope that old bat knows it’s mine when 
it’s counted. I may need a favor someday.”

To the moment he passed, he believed 
candidates could find out who marked 
each ballot.

There are still some people who believe 
the election can be rigged.

I can’t sail in that canoe. I have been 
a poll watcher in my past and the pains-
taking way the counting was done then 
proved no one was going to cheat.

At least not in my hometown.
As far as I know, the election officials 

and judges are still trustworthy.
Other places have had issues, but they 

have been resolved.
I still think change can be effected at 

the ballot box and at the community level.
I have researched and decided who 

will get my vote in the June 30 Primary. 
I won’t need to worry about big politics 
for a while.

Just vote. It can affect big change.

Gardening in windy, dry conditions
I think this has been the windiest and 

driest spring I’ve encountered in Ala-
mosa. “Wind damages plants by break-
ing branches, blowing off, or shredding 
leaves and flowers,” according to the 
Marin (California) Master Gardeners 
webpage. “The constant back-and-forth 
motion of gusting wind can knock trees 
over, take down shrubs and wreak havoc 
on a plant’s root structure.”

Wind also affects plant transpiration.  
It causes water to evaporate from a leaf’s 
surface more quickly than it can be 
replaced water in the soil. A plant that 
is dried out is much more susceptible 
to damage and disease than one that is 
properly hydrated.

So what can we do? 
One option is to choose plants that are 

more resilient in windy, dry conditions.  
This includes plants that bend in the 
wind, have smaller or feathery leaves 
that aren’t easily shredded, and deep 
and/or large root systems. Also, ground 
covers that aren’t very tall are less likely 
to suffer from wind damage.

In our garden, some of my wind re-
silient favorites that are blooming now 
include columbines (Aquilegia species), 
Icelandic poppies (Papaver nudicaule), 
California poppies (Eschscholzia califor-
nica), yarrow (Achillea species), bishop’s 
weed (Aegopodium variegatum), astilbe 
(Astilbe x arendsii), and some daisies 
(Chrysanthemum species).

Right now I have hundreds of col-
umbine blooms and many are three 
feet tall. They whip around in our high 
winds but show no damage.  The foliage 
of yellow and orange Icelandic poppies 

stays fairly close to the ground and the 
delicate blooms are at the end of long 
flexible stems. Annual Califor-
nia poppies are very drought 
tolerant and the foliage is very 
feathery allowing the wind to 
flow through. Red and pink 
yarrow also has very feathery 
leaves. I still have some early 
blooming ox-eye daisies whose 
fern-like foliage and blooms with 
many small petals easily bend to 
the wind.  I am aware that ox-
eye daisies are on the Colorado 
no-sale list. They take over in 
some environments, but not in 
our harsh environment.

Bishop’s weed (Aegopodium 
variegatum), astilbe (Astilbe x 
arendsii), and perennial baby’s breath 
(Gypsophila paniculata), on the other 
hand, have very feathery blossoms that 
allow the air to flow through.

Other plants that aren’t blooming now 
but have pliable branches and deep roots 
include daylilies (Hemerocallis fulva), 
zinnias (Asteraceae), nasturtiums (Tro-
paeolum), and cotoneaster (Cotoneaster 
acutifolia). Short groundcovers are also 
a good choice for windy conditions.

You can view photos and read more 
about most of the plants at the Alamo-
saFlowers.net website under the Flower 
Lists tab.

Gardening in windy climates involves 
more than just choosing wind-resilient 
plants. Consider the garden setting. Most 
city yards aren’t large enough to have 
a windbreak of several rows of trees.  
However, most yards can accommodate 

some sort of windscreen.  The best 
windscreens don’t completely block the 

wind but temper it by allowing 
some air through. Leafy plants 
make ideal windscreens, but 
other more permanent things 
can also be used in groups such 
as a section of fence or a wall. 
According to the Marin website,” 
The barrier should be porous 
(about two-thirds solid to one-
third openings or holes) and at 
right angles to the prevailing 
wind direction.” In Alamosa, our 
prevailing winds usually come 
from the southwest so place a 
windscreen to the southwest of 
whatever you want to protect.  

You need to be aware that 
the wind doesn’t always come from the 
southwest.  Earlier this spring we had 
some nasty, cold winds from the north.

Water management is extremely im-
portant. I have had to water more this 
year than in most other years due to 
both the high winds and drought.  Lilacs 
in one part of the garden aren’t looking 
as good as usual even though they are 
on a timed drip system.  I’ve had to add 
additional water from a hose.

We mulch shrubs and trees with gravel 
or shredded bark mulch to help keep wa-
ter evaporation down.  I prefer shredded 
bark mulch over chipped wood or bark 
as the filaments intertwine and keep it 
from blowing very much.  Here’s hoping 
the winds will die down soon and we’ll 
receive some summer moisture.

“A garden is a friend you can visit 
anytime.” Unknown

Happy 13th to my girl
I think it hit me somewhere between 

COVID-19 and rioting... my baby girl 
is going to be 13 soon! I was 
going to have three teenag-
ers! How did that happen?

Flashback to 2007... 
From the time the ultra-

sound tech said you were a 
girl, I knew I had been blessed 
with something greater than 
sugar and spice. There’s 
just something extra special 
about a mother-daughter 
bond that can’t be beat.

You came into this world 
with your froggy lips and 
bald head making our lives 
complete. Your big brothers 
were overjoyed, proclaiming “mom, I 
love the baby more— he doesn’t even 
love the baby!” A fight ensued with 
bantering back and forth until finally 
a big wad of gum landed on the side of 
your crib. I knew right then and there 
they’d always protect you.

Your toddler years were filled with 
songs, dances and giggles! Memories 
of your sweet little voice belting out 

Jason Mraz “I’m Yours” fill my heart. 
Now listening to your pre-teen lungs 

sing Billie Eilish amazes me.
You had the cutest little 

voice and special names for 
your most precious items— 
that pink Hello Kitty blanket 
will forever be known as “B.” 
And I remember you crying 
for your tiny little shoes, “my 
yoos.” 

Before I knew it, you had 
turned into a schoolgirl off to 
change the world. Though you 
may have stumbled a time or 
two, you dried the tears and 
came out stronger. 

Your bold nature might be 
considered bossy by some but embrace 
that. A natural-born leader you will 
always be. 

The gentle but stern way you care 
for your cousins is awe-inspiring; 
you’re going to be an amazing momma 
one day.

You always put your whole heart 
into everything you do; whether it be 
school, volleyball or your newfound 

love of fishing. Dedication will take 
you very far in all that you pursue; 
don’t ever lose that.

Now it’s on to the teenage years… 
it’s not going to be easy. It’s a time of 
change and discovering who you are. 
You might think the world is against 
you and you’ll hate everyone and ev-
erything. You’ll make mistakes; you’ll 
have regrets and sorrows, but your 
strength will endure, and you’ll find 
your way. And I’ll still be here to help 
you along the way.

You’ve been my partner in crime for 
the past 13 years; my bleacher buddy 
through rain, snow and scorching 
sunlight; my coffee companion; my 
coloring cohort; my female ally and 
most of all my best friend. I’ll always 
be by your side. 

Your big blue eyes and Goldie locks 
curls from your toddler years remain a 
part of the beautiful young lady you’re 
becoming. You’re beautiful inside and 
out, Raelee! Happy 13th birthday! I 
love you to pieces and whole again.

#IThoughtGrowingUpWouldTake-
Longer

Jennifer 
Alonzo
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More voices in support of 

Helen Sigmond June 15, 2020
Helen Sigmond is a tireless worker on 

behalf of the citizens of Alamosa County. 
Having moved here in 1982, she has been 
active with the Alamosa Democratic 
Party ever since. She is an attorney and 
has practiced law here since 1983.

Helen initially became an Alamosa 
County Commissioner to fill in after 
the death of Marianne Dunne in July 
2016. Helen was then elected herself in 
November 2016. Her experience as an 
attorney has come in handy in review-
ing and explaining various contracts 
presented to the commissioners. In 2019, 
she served as Chair of the San Luis Valley 
County Commissioners as well as Chair 
of the Southern District, which includes 
counties from the far eastern plains to 
Mineral County. Her work as a county 
commissioner reveals what a dedicated, 
resourceful and creative person she is. 
She also listens to others with respect 
and an open mind.

Helen also actively serves on many 
boards and committees. She has worked 
on the South Central Seniors Board, the 
Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 
Board, the Revitalize the Rio group, the 
Local Food Coalition efforts, the Economic 
Development Committee, and the Home-
less Task Force.

She promotes community and early 
childhood workforce education and 
training on the social emotional health 
of children and the prevention of ACES 
(adverse childhood experiences) as part 
of her work with the Rocky Mountain 

Prevention Research Center Community 
Advisory Board. As part of her work with 
the Alamosa County Prevention Coali-
tion, also known as “Alamosa Cares,” she 
is active in “upstream prevention” efforts 
which work to prevent youth substance 
abuse and to promote healthy activities.

If all this wasn’t enough, Helen is 
frequently found at countless civic activi-
ties, from Democratic Party meetings to 
helping with a citizen’s solid waste clean 
up with the Ecosystem Council to sup-
porting the

San Luis Valley Women’s March.
We the undersigned strongly support 

Helen Sigmond in her run for another 
term as an Alamosa County

Commissioner. We encourage others 
to do the same.

Elizabeth Kinney

Claire Barker

Pete and Lillian Gomez

Don Thompson

Paul Wolfram

Suzanne DeVore

Mark Seaton

Sheryl Strohm

Elise Rudolph

Rhonda Schoenecker

Nick Saenz

Freddie Jacquez
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Who doesn’t look for-
ward to sitting around 
a crackling campfire in 
the evening with family 
or friends? Such an expe-
rience attracts people to 
try camping, ultimately 
converting many of them 
into lifelong camping 
enthusiasts. 

Campfires serve vari-
ous purposes, from heat-
ing up simple foods to 
keeping wildlife at bay. 
Campfires also light 
up camps where people 
dine and sleep while 
providing much-needed 
warmth.

Campers must always 
exercise caution with 
their campfires. The 
University of Vermont 
Medical Center says 
80 percent of pediatric 
campfire burns resulted 
from day-old campfires. 
The National Interagen-
cy Fire Center advises 
that, in 2017, 88 percent 
of wildfires were caused 
by humans. 

When building camp-
fires, the following pre-
cautionary measures 
can ensure a safe time 
is had by all.

• Learn if it’s safe. 

Campground and other 
areas will post if the 
conditions are safe for a 
fire. Heed all signs and 
do not ignite a campfire 
if posted warnings say 
it is too dry and unsafe 
to do so.

• Choose the right 
location. Look around 
and up to make sure 
that the fire will be in a 
safe location away from 
low-hanging branches or 
brush. Keep a radius of 
at least eight to 10 feet 
around the fire clear of 
tents, food, chairs, and 
other items, states the 
health and fitness re-
source Active.

• Prepare your site. 
Dig a small pit in which 
the fire can be housed, of-
fers Smokey Bear. Place 
a ring of stones around 
the pit.

• Add fuel only as 
needed. Keep the fire at 
a manageable size and 
height. Do not let it grow 
just to impress fellow 
campers, as it can spread 
and become a problem.

• Beware of the “duff.” 
The rangers at Modoc 
National Forest in Cali-
fornia say duff is a layer 

of decomposing wood 
material that lies be-
tween pine needles and 
dirt on the forest floor. 
It is highly flammable, 
and some mistake it for 
dirt. Be aware of duff 
near the campsite and 
extinguish any embers 
promptly.

• Maintain a close 
watch. Make sure at 
least one person is al-
ways tending to the 
campfire.

• Keep kids and pets 
away. Set a proper dis-
tance for pets and young 
children who may not 
understand the dangers 
of fire.

• Extinguish the fire 
properly. Keep a shovel 

and water nearby to 
drown the fire and em-
bers. Mix the ashes and 
water again to catch 
anything that may be 
smoldering. Continue 
adding water, dirt or 
sand and stirring with 
a shovel until all mate-
rial is cool. Never leave 
a former campfire hot. 
Check a decent perim-
eter around the campfire 
to ensure that no stray 
embers escaped. 

Campf ires  are  an 
enjoyable part of the 
overall camping or out-
door wilderness experi-
ence. Safety is essential 
to help prevent forest 
fires and/or injuries. 
EL196992

Recognizing the in-
credibly thin margins 
safety net hospitals 
operate on, HHS is an-
nouncing the distribu-
tion of $53,612,976 in 
Provider Relief Funds 
to safety net hospitals 
in Colorado serving 
the most vulnerable 
citizens. This payment 
is being sent directly 
to these hospitals via 
direct deposit this week. 
Across the nation, more 
than $10 billion is being 
delivered to safety net 
hospitals this week.

“Healthcare providers 
who focus on treating 
the most vulnerable 
Americans, including 
low-income and mi-
nority patients, are 
absolutely essential 
to our fight against 
COVID-19,” said HHS 
Secretary Alex Azar. 
“HHS is using funds 
from Congress, secured 
by President Trump, to 
provide new targeted 
help for Colorado safe-
ty-net providers and 
clinicians.”

HHS is  providing 
support to healthcare 
providers fighting the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
through the bipartisan 
CARES Act and the 
Paycheck Protection 
Program and Health 
Care Enhancement Act, 
which allocated $175 
billion in relief funds 
to hospitals and other 

healthcare providers, 
including those dispro-
portionately impacted 
by this pandemic.

Qualification for these 
safety net hospitals to 
receive payment was 
based on:

A Medicare Dispro-
portionate Payment 
Percentage (DPP) of 
20.2 percent or greater;

Average Uncompen-
sated Care per bed of 
$25,000 or more. For 
example, a hospital with 
100 beds would need to 
provide $2,500,000 in 
Uncompensated Care 
in a year to meet this 
requirement;

Profitability of 3 per-
cent or less, as reported 
to CMS in its most re-
cently filed Cost Report.

Recipients received 
a minimum distribu-
tion of $5 million and a 
maximum distribution 
of $50 million.

HHS also announced 
it was opening an en-
hanced portal to allow 
Medicaid and Chil -
dren’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) 
providers that partici-
pate in state Medicaid 
and CHIP programs, 
and expects to dis-
tribute approximately 
$15 billion to eligible 
providers that have 
not received a pay-
ment from the Provider 
Relief Fund General 
Allocation.

Location: Carson Na-
tional Forest, El Rito 
Ranger District

S i z e :  1 0 +  a c r e s 
Cause: Unknown (under 
investigation)Date De-
tected: June 8, 2020

Evacuations: None Fuel 
Type: Ponderosa Pine, Dry 
Mix Conifer

Values at Risk:  Values 
at risk being currently be-
ing assessed.

Resources:   Carson En-
gines, Type 2 Rappel He-
licopter, Type 1 Helicopter 
on order, Lolo Hotshots

Fire Update: A new fire 
start has been identified 
on the El Rito Ranger 
District on the Carson 
National Forest. The fire, 
which has been named 
the Cañada Fire, was de-

tected this evening, June 
8, 2020. Fire personnel 
are currently fighting the 
fire, which is burning 9 
miles of north of El Rito, 
N.M. Aircraft have been 
assigned to the approxi-
mately 10-acre fire, which 
is consuming ponderosa 
pine and dry mix conifer. 
Winds are making sup-
pression efforts difficult.  
Smoke may be visible in 
the surrounding communi-
ties. More information will 
be released as it becomes 
available.

Please visit the New 
Mexico Department of 
Health’s smoke page for 
information on protecting 
your health during fires 
and on smoky days: https://
nmtracking.org/fire.

Make campfires safe and enjoyable

When building campfires, the following precautionary 
measures can ensure a safe time is had by all.

New Fire Start 
on the Carson 

National Forest

HHS Announces 
$53,612,976 in provider 

relief funds for Colorado 
safety net hospitals
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Colorado Water Trust’s Tony LaGreca, shares

 While we are still 
unable to get together 
in person around Colo-
rado, we hope you’ll 
enjoy our get-to-know-
us  ser ies  with  the 
Colorado Water Trust 
team. Next up is Tony 
LaGreca, our Projects 
Manager who joined us 
last spring 2019 and 
he’s got some great 
river stories! 

 
Q: You’ve been on 

and off in Colorado for 
a while, what has been 
the biggest  change 
you’ve noticed?

When I left Buena 
Vista (BV) it was a 
sleepy little town that 
was busy in the sum-
mer but quiet the rest 
of the year. I first 
ended up back in BV 
on a random weekend 
in April and there were 
hundreds of  people 
walking around down-
town. I couldn’t believe 
it! My quiet little town 
had been discovered.  

 
Q:  You ’ve  guided 

many river trips, what 
was the most unusual 
request you’ve ever 
gotten while guiding?

Every now and then 
you end up guiding 
a boat where none of 
the customers speak 
English or speak very 
little English. I had 
one family from the 
Czech Republic who 
spoke a little English 
and I was telling them 
to paddle hard because 
of the big rapid coming 
up. Rather than paddle 
they all looked at the 
river banks and quit 
paying attention to my 
commands. We made 
it through the rapid 
(barely) and I tried to 
tell them they needed 
to paddle better in 
the big rapids. One 
of them said, “When 
you say big rapid you 
mean big waves in the 
river?” and made a 
wave motion with her 
hand. I said yes. She 
laughed and said, “We 
thought you meant big 
rabbits!” and put up 
two fingers behind her 
head. She translated to 
her friends and we all 
had a big laugh.  

 
Q: Tell us a good fish 

story (Tony’s known 
around here as ‘the 
fish guy’)

Working for Trout 
Unlimited in Oregon 
everyone always as-
sumed I was a big fish-
erman and would ask 
me for fishing advice, 
they were always dis-
appointed when I told 
them I did not know 
how to fish. Once I 
was with a crew of fish 
biologists sampling a 
stream using an elec-
tro fisher (a machine 
that sends a current 
through the water to 
temporarily stun fish 
so they can be netted 
and tagged) and we 
had been getting a 
bunch of 3 to 5 inch 
fish. Suddenly a huge 
24 inch brown trout 
jumped out right at 
my feet and I screamed 
like a 4 year old. All 
of the biologists had a 
good laugh at the guy 
from Trout Unlimited.

 
Q: What part of your 

background have you 
found most useful in 
your  work here  at 
Colorado Water Trust?

In Oregon I worked 
primarily on restora-
tion projects on riv-
ers flowing through 
cattle ranches. The 
daily interactions with 
ranchers on a variety 
of different projects 
really helped me to 
better understand how 
a ranch really works 
and to appreciate all 
the hard work ranch-
ers put in to grow food 
for us. I think that 
background is really 
helping me work with 
our partners on the 
Little Cimarron River 
as we work to restore 
flows and keep lands 

in agricultural produc-
tion.  

 
Q:  How have you 

been passing the time 
during quarantine?

Reading  the  Col -

orado  Water  Trust 
Newsletters. Hiking. 
Yard work. Learning 
to find focus while my 
son is watching Scooby 
Doo in my office (aka 
the dining room in our 
small open floorplan 
house).  

 
Q: What are you most 

looking forward to this 
summer?

From a work perspec-
tive, traveling around 
the state to monitor 

our permanent proj-
ects which are in some 
of the most beautiful 
parts  of  the state . 
When I am not work-
ing,  multi -day raft 
trips on the Green and 
San Juan Rivers with 
my family and friends.
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Different ways to treat 

Dad for Father’s Day

The month of June is 
filled with many differ-
ent celebrations. Once 
summer arrives in June, 
schools shut down for 
a few month’s worth of 
vacation and most recre-
ational attractions, such 
as amusement parks and 
boardwalks, begin oper-
ating at full capacity. 
June also is the month 
to show dads how much 
they are loved and ap-
preciated.

This year Father’s Day 
takes place on Sunday, 
June 21, and marks the 
110th anniversary of 
this day for dads. Even 
though Father’s Day be-
gan as a regional event in 
the state of Washington, 
nearly 60 years later it 
would be recognized as a 
national holiday across 
the United States. Fa-
ther’s Day also is com-
memorated elsewhere 
in the world at various 
times of the year.

According to the most 
recent census data and 
statistics, there are 8.6 
million fathers and fa-
ther figures in Canada 
and 72 million in the 

United States. The fol-
lowing are some ways to 
treat dads this Father’s 
Day.

Participate in his 
hobby

Dad likely has some 
favorite hobbies, such as 
playing a favorite sport, 
boating, hunting, wood-
working, or restoring 
a classic car. Asking to 
join in to learn the ropes 
of his favorite hobby can 
be an ideal way to spend 
time with Dad and show 
you care.

Tackle his chores
Provide Dad a week-

end off from his normal 
tasks around the house 
if they are within your 
skill set. Volunteer to 
mow the lawn, weed 
the garden,  run for 
groceries, or get the car 
washed. You also may 
want to help him finish 
a project he started but 
hasn’t yet completed.

Take in a show or a 
game

Maybe Dad has a fa-
vorite team he follows 

or a comedian he loves to 
watch. Purchase tickets 
so you can go in person. 
If that’s not possible, 
make home viewing a 
special event by clear-
ing a few hours of your 
schedule and setting up 
a comfortable viewing 
area. Make some special 
snacks and stream his 
favorite programming 
right at home.

Give him “his” space
Dads often make sac-

rifices for their families, 
and this could mean 
compromising on his 
comfort and pleasure to 
ensure everyone else has 
what they need. Create a 
spot that is entirely his 
own. This may involve 
renovating the basement 
or garage for hobbies 
or hanging out. Even a 
free-standing shed in the 
backyard can be billed as 
a “Dad Zone,” giving your 
father a place to which 
he can retreat for some 
peace and quiet.

Start thinking of spe-
cial ways to show Dad 
he deserves top billing.  
TF206029

Courtesy photo

The following are some ways to treat dads this Father’s Day.

Governor Polis 

takes action 

in response to 

COVID-19, 
Support 

Election 

CyberSecurity

DENVER - Gover-

nor Jared Polis took 

additional action in 

response to the CO-

V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c 

and to support elec-

tion cybersecurity in 

Colorado. 

T h e  G o v e r n o r 

s i g n e d  E x e c u t i v e 

Order D 2020 105, 

t o  ex tend  cer ta in 

state income tax pay-

ment deadlines for 

all Colorado taxpay-

ers to quickly provide 

relief from payment 

and penalties due to 

COVID-19. 

G o v .  P o l i s  a l s o 

s i g n e d  E x e c u t i v e 

Order D 2020 106, 

activating the Colo-

rado National Guard 

to assist with elec-

t ion cybersecurity 

defense efforts dur-

ing the 2020 state 

primary election on 

June 30, 2020.  “The 

Colorado Secretary of 

State has requested 

that  the Colorado 

National Guard De-

fensive Cyber Op-

e r a t i o n s  E l e m e n t 

provide election cy-

bersecurity support 

during the 2020 state 

primary elect ion,” 

the Executive Order 

reads.

“We want to make 

sure we are doing 

everything we can 

to protect our elec-

tions system for all 

political parties in 

the upcoming pri-

mary,” said Governor 

Polis. “Not only do we 

want Colorado to be 

a state where voting 

is quick and easy, but 

we want to make sure 

it is secure.”

“I’m happy to have 

the  Co lorado  Na-

tional Guard’s Cyber 

Defense Force join 

our exceptional Elec-

tion Security team 

for the June 30 State 

Primary,” said Sec-

retary of State Jena 

Griswold. “Thanks 

to this partnership, 

Colorado continues 

to lead the nation 

in election security 

while creating a truly 

formidable group of 

experts working on 

behalf of Colorado 

voters.”
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221
HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for the following Coach-
ing position at Alamosa 
High School: Head Boys 
Baseball Coach Appli-
cations are available 
online at https://alamo-
sa.k12.co.us. For more 
information, contact 
Mindi Van Ry at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE.(6/23)

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications 
for (1) Centauri High 
School assistant vol-
leyball coach, (1) CHS 
assistant baseball coach, 
(1) CHS assistant track 
coach.  Applications 
are available at North 
Conejos School District, 
17890 US Hwy 285, 
La Jara, CO or can be 
downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Sub-
mit application to Mr. 
Curt Wilson, Super-
intendent. Application 
deadline is until position 
is filled. EOE.(6/23)
THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications 
for (1) Centauri High 
School Head Boys Bas-
ketball Coach and (1) 
CHS Head Cross Coun-
try Coach.  Application 
can be downloaded at 
www.northconejos.com.  
or may be  picked up 
at the administration 
office, 17890 US Hwy 
285, La Jara, CO 81140, 
719-274-5174. Submit 
application to Mr. Curt 
Wilson, Superintendent. 
Application deadline is 
until filled. EOE.(6/23)
MOFFAT SCHOOL IS 
accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: Pre-K Director/
Teacher, Kindergarten 
Teacher, Middle School 
Social Studies or Sci-
ence Teacher, 7th-12th 
Grade Math Teacher. 
For a complete job de-
scription and application 
instructions please visit 
www.moffatschools.org.
(7/3)

TH E BR I DGE AT 
Alamosa has a personal 
care provider position 
and Server posit ion 
available. We provide 
exceptional training. 
Please apply at  WWW.
centurypa.hcshir ing.
com.(7/3)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing application for a 
Junior High Football 
coach. Appl icat ions 
can be downloaded at 
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is 
and EOE&E.(7/3)

C O N S T RU C T I O N 
HELPER NEEDED. 
Pay dependent on ex-
perience. Call 719-849-
1796.(7/1)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
IS accepting applica-
tions for a highly moti-
vated high school busi-
ness teacher to work 
with our talented stu-
dents who are our future.  
Applicants must hold a 
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense and be willing to 
become vocational cer-
tified.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to join our 
team and become a part 
of a great educational 
culture.  Applications 
can be downloaded from 
the our website, www.
sanfordschools.org .  Po-
sition is opened until 
filled.  Sanford School is 
an EOE & E.(7/14)

221
HELP WANTED

CDL TRUCK DRIV-
ER wanted. Call 719-
480-3983.(6/19)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home is look-
ing for RN’s for a Day 
shift Charge Nurse Po-
sition. We Would Love 
for you to Come join 
our team! Must have a 
current license and CPR 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th st 
in Del Norte Co or call 
719-657-1105 Ask for 
Susan or Chelcy. (RVI 
is EOE).(7/1)

R I V E R  VA L L E Y 
INN Nursing home in 
Del Norte Co is seek-
ing a Director of Nurs-
ing must have a cur-
rent Colorado license 
and in good standing. 
We offer insurance and 
competitive wages if 
interested please stop in 
@ 1335 6th st to apply 
or if you have any ques-
tions please feel free to 
contact us @ 719-657-
1105 ask for Susan.(RVI 
is EOE).(7/1) 

COSTILLA COUNTY 
IS seeking a full-time 
Options for Long Term 
Care case manager who 
will primarily work in 
Conejos County and 
some travel to Costilla 
County. Responsibili-
ties include: Intake/
screening/referral and 
assessment of client’s 
needs, development of 
care plans, management 
of a caseload and inter-
viewing clients includ-
ing conducting home 
visits. Ability to meet 
deadlines in a fast-paced 
work environment a 
must. Bachelor’s Degree 
in a human services field 
Sociology/Psychology 
or Humanities preferred. 
Bi-lingual skills a plus. 
Experience as a case 
manager with the long 
term care client popula-
tion may substitute for 
the required education 
on a year by year basis. 
Background check and 
pre-employment drug 
screening are required. 
Position is open until 
filled. Costilla County 
Public Health Agency 
is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Costilla 
County Public Health 
Agency has the right 
to refuse any and all 
applications. Applica-
tions are available on the 
Costilla County website 
at https://colorado.gov/
pacific/costillacounty 
under the Jobs tab or call 
719-672-3332.(6/26)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK is experiencing 
significant growth and 
is looking for a Special-
ized Lender with SBA 
experience and a Spe-
cialized Loan Assistant/
Processor, offering a 
strong benefit package 
& career growth op-
portunities. EOE. Go to 
https://www.fswb.bank/
who-we-are/careers/ for 
more details & to apply.
(6/26)

ALAMOSA COUNTY 
E M P L OY E M E N T 
Opportunities, Job De-
scriptions, and Applica-
tions are available on 
the County’s website 
www.alamosacounty.
org.(7/10)

THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is accepting ap-
plications for a Utility 
Supervisor ($45,551 per 
year) and multiple Ca-
shier/CSR’s ($12.49 per 
hour) For more informa-
tion please visit cityo-
falamosa.org. Protected 
by EOE.(6/19)
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SOUTH CONEJOS 
S C HO OL  D i s t r i c t 
is cur rently seeking 
a preschool teacher for 
the 2020-2021 school 
year. Applicants must 
possess an associate’s 
degree in early child-
hood education and must 
be director qualified 
and must have or be 
able to obtain a Colo-
rado Teaching License. 
Please submit a district 
application, resume, 
cover letter, transcripts 
and credentials to ap-
p ly@s o u t h c on ej o s .
com. Applications will 
be accepted until June 
17th, 2020.(6/17)

SOUTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL District is 
currently seeking a full-
time special education 
teacher, secondary math 
teacher, and part-time 
art teacher for the 2020-
2021 school year. Ap-
plicants must possess 
an associate’s degree in 
early childhood educa-
tion and must be director 
qualified and must have 
or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teaching Li-
cense. Please submit a 
district application, re-
sume, cover letter, tran-
scripts and credentials 
to apply@southconejos.
com. Applications will 
be accepted until June 
17th, 2020.(6/17)

W O R L D  F U E L S 
S E RV I C E S /A LTA 
Transportation Look-
ing to hire a OVER THE 
ROAD truck driver. 5 
days out 2 off. Per Diem 
paid when away from 
home terminal. Modern 
fleet of equipment, High-
ly competitive hourly 
pay + OT with regular 
increases! Up to $7,500 
sign-on bonus. Refer-
ral bonus. Premier paid 
safety training (No tank 
experience required)! 
Vacation and holiday 
pay. Unparalleled health 
plans for your entire 
family. Retirement plan. 
Current Class A License 
with HazMat and Tank 
endorsements. 2 years 
recent Class A driving 
experience. Acceptable 
Motor Vehicle Record. 
Pass required DOT Pre-
Employment Testing 
& Background. Please 
bring resume to 615 
State Ave., Alamosa CO 
or call 719-588-4434.
(6/19)

S W E E T  T O O T H 
ALAMOSA is seek-
ing a full-time dental 
assistant. Experienced 
preferred not required. 
Willing to train the right 
candidate. Bi Lingual 
a plus. Individual must 
have great customer ser-
vice, dependable, able to 
multi task. Please submit 
resumes to:  sweettooth-
dental89@gmail.com.
(6/17)
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LOOKING TO HIRE 
year round hire man for 
large potato and grain 
farm. Must have expe-
rience. Call 719-850-
2137.(7/22)

SALES POSITION 
AVAILABLE. Must 
have own transporta-
tion. Call Ztec Con-
struction 719-992-1396.
(7/3) 

L O O K I N G  F O R 
FULL time ranch hand 
in La Jara. Hours vary 
with seasons. We raise 
sheep, hay and vegeta-
bles and are certified or-
ganic. Housing is avail-
able on farm if needed. 
Call 719-274-0293 or 
719-588-1035.(6/19)

MECHANIC NEED-
ED, MUST have ba-
sic hand tools, must 
have valid driver’s li-
cense. Offers, 404k, 
and competitive wage 
DOE. Apply at Asphalt 
Constructors Inc. 7040 
W Hwy 160, Alamosa, 
CO 81101. Ph. 719-589-
6671.(6/19) 

M E L’ S  C U S T O M 
M E AT P r o c e s s i ng 
looking for rel iable 
and dependable person. 
No experience needed. 
Apply in peron after 
5:30pm. 602 2nd Ave, 
Romeo.(6/17)

THE GREAT SAND 
Dunes Oasis is now hir-
ing summer seasonal 
positions for cashiers, 
dishwashers, cooks, 
store clerks, and clean-
ers. To schedule an 
interview please call 
(719)378-2222.(6/26)

THE DEL NORTE 
Jr/Sr High School is 
seeking a qualified Sec-
ondary Social Stud-
ies  t eacher  for  t he 
2020/2021 school year. 
If you are interested 
please submit your ap-
plication, resume and 
cover letter to: Aaron 
Horrocks at ahorrocks@
urtigers.com or contact 
Aaron at 719-657-4030 
ext 1001. Applications 
can be accessed online 
at https://www.dncsd.
org/business/employ-
ment-oppor tun it ies.
(6/23)

E L E M E N T A R Y 
TEACHER NEED-
ED at Del Norte El-
ementary School for 
the 2020/2021 school 
year. We are seeking 
a hardworking and en-
thusiastic teaching pro-
fessional to join our 
dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team. Please 
submit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Principal 
at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4030. Applications 
can be picked up at the 
District Office or online 
at:dncsd.org. (6/19)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION

CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 916-20

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On March 12, 2020, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the No-
tice of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described 
below to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Dave Sisneros AND Michelle Sisneros
Original Beneficiary(ies)
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS 
NOMINEE FOR TAYLOR, BEAN & WHITAKER MORTGAGE CORP., 
ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Date of Deed of Trust
April 23, 2009
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
April 28, 2009
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
338372 
Original Principal Amount
$115,710.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$101,610.19
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure 
to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-
ments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of 
trust and other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
Tract 1, D-B Subdivision-Exemption, the Plat of which was filed Sep-
tember 5, 1979 under Reception No. 204696 in the office of the Clerk 
and Recorder of Alamosa County, Colorado
SAVING AND EXCEPTING THEREFROM that portion described in 
deed to the Department of Transportation, State of Colorado, record-
ed August 18, 1998, under Reception No. 289222 of the Alamosa 
County, Colorado, records
in Alamosa County, Colorado.
Also known by street and number as: 4159 County Road 103 South, 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 07/15/2020, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 5/20/2020
Last Publication 6/17/2020
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 03/12/2020
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Janeway Law Firm, P.C. 9800 S. Meridian Blvd., Suite 400,  Engle-
wood, CO 80112 (303) 706-9990
Attorney File # 20-024311
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 1/2015
No. 1448
Published in the Valley Courier on May 20, 27, June 3, 10, and 17, 
2020.

“San Luis Valley Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BO-
CES) will be conducting a record and file update this summer. We will 
be destroying all special education records of students whose files 
have been closed since July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  This effects 
students from Alamosa, Centennial, Center Creede, Del Norte, Mof-
fat, Monte Vista, Mountain Valley, North Conejos, Sanford, Sangre de 
Cristo, Sargent, Sierra Grande and South Conejos school districts. If 
any students or guardians want their complete file you can request it 
from the SLV BOCES office at 719 589-5851 on or before July 2nd, 
2020”.
Please include students Name, date of birth and your relationship to 
the student. Identification will be required.
No. 1469
Published in the Valley Courier on June 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 
17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 27, 30, and July 1, 2020.

DISTRICT COURT, ALAMOSA COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO

Civil Action No. 2020 CV 030023, Division No. C
SUMMONS (BY PUBLICATION)
CARL DEAL and FRANCES DEAL,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
WARREN H. DEAL aka WARREN HARRISON DEAL,
and all other persons who claim as heirs, devisees, creditors or other-
wise under said defendants, and all unknown persons who claim any 
interest in the subject matter of this action,
Defendants.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint filed with the Court in this action, 
by filing with the Clerk of this Court an answer or other response. You 
are required to file you answer or other response within thirty days 
after the service of this Summons upon you. Service of this Summons 
shall be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of the 
Complaint may be obtained from the Clerk of the Court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the Complaint in 
writing within thirty days after the date of the last publication, judg-
ment by default may be rendered against you by the Court for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint without further notice to you.
This is an action to quiet title to the following described property situ-
ate in the County of Alamosa and State of Colorado, to-wit::
The SW?NW?SW? of Section 23, Township 38 North, Range 11 East, 
N.M.P.M.,
(the “Property”), free and clear of all liens and encumbrances.
DATED: June 9, 2020.
MOTZ LAW FIRM, LLC
By /s/ Jeffrey E. Motz
Paul E. Motz, Reg. No. 7740
Jeffrey E. Motz, Reg. No. 35972
Attorneys for Plaintiff
410 San Juan Avenue
P. O. Box 779
Alamosa, Colorado   81101
Telephone: (719) 589-6676
Published in  The Valley Courier    
First Publication Date: June 17, 2020  
Last Publication Date: July 15, 2020
No. 1492
Published in the Valley Courier on June 17, 24, July 1, 8, and 15, 
2020.

District Court

Alamosa County, Colorado
Court Address: 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101
In the Matter of the Estate of Joaquin Cantu Jr.
Deceased
Case Number 2020PR4
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address)
Angelina Nincehelser
5385 South Valdai Way
Aurora, CO 80015
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO 15-12-
801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Joaquin Cantu Jr., Deceased
Case Number 2020PR4
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to
District Court of Alamosa County, Colorado
on or before October 17, 2020(date), or the claims may be forever 
barred.
Angelina Nincehelser
5385 South Valdai Way
Aurora, CO 80015
No. 1493
Published in the Valley Courier on June 17, 24, and July 1, 2020.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

163
LOST & FOUND

LO ST A PA I R of 
men’s black work boots 
on W. Hwy 160 on way 
to a fire call. 4/2 ap-
prox. 4:30pm west of 
Budweiser before Del 
Viento Road. If found 
please call 719-580-
0398.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

CLEANERS NEED-
ED! FULL and part 
time positions avail-
able. Must have own 
t r a nsp or t a t ion  a nd 
drug screening. Call 
between 8am-5pm 719-
587-2222.(7/3) 

DEL NORTE BANK 
is seeking to fill a full 
time position for a Loan 
Processing Manager.  
Pr imary duties wil l 
be to supervise board-
ing secondary market 
and portfolio loans and 
conduct general loan 
servicing.  Two years of 
experience in loan pro-
cessing preferred.  This 
position offers a com-
petitive wage and a full 
benefit package. Submit 
application by June 25, 
2020 to postmaster@
t r ueloca lban k.com, 
which is available at 
TrueLocalBank.com/
careers.  Call 719-657-
3376 and ask for Tra-
ci.  EOE.(6/23)

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

221
HELP WANTED

CONEJOS COUNTY 
SHERIFF is seeking a 
Jail Administrator.  Jail 
Administrator super-
vises staff and performs 
a variety of complex 
administrative functions 
related to jail operations, 
including: overseeing all 
jail operations; ensuring 
staff and inmate safety 
and security; developing 
the budget and monitor-
ing overall expenditures; 
monitors schedules and 
coordinating inmate 
programs.  Experience 
in Administrative op-
eration of a Business de-
sired.  Law enforcement 
background not neces-
sary.  Pre-employment 
background check, and 
drug screen required 
upon offer of employ-
ment. County Applica-
tion Required.  Applica-
tions may be obtained 
at the County Human 
Resources Office 6683 
County Rd. 13, Cone-
jos CO.  or via email 
upon request at cricci@
co.conejos.co.us.  Dead-
line is Wednesday, June 
24, 2020. Inquiries call 
(719) 376-6799. EOE.
(6/24) 

THE TOWN OF La 
Jara is accepting ap-
plications for Police 
Officer. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
cer tif ied; will ing to 
submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Starting 
salary is $36,000 with 
vision, dental, and medi-
cal insurance and paid 
holidays. Applications 
may be picked up at 
La Jara Town Hall, 221 
Broadway or at Colorado 
Workforce Center in 
Alamosa.(7/3)

C O N S T RU C T I O N 
HELPERS NEEDED. 
Full / Part time. Must be 
reliable and dependable. 
Call Ztec Construction 
719-992-13-96.(7/3)



221
HELP WANTED

DEL NORTE HIGH 
School is seeking a qual-
ified Boys’ Basketball 
Head Coach for next 
season. If interested, 
please email Richie Ma-
drid, Del Norte High 
School Athletic Director 
at rmadrid@urtigers.co 
or call him at 719-850-
3623. (6/19)

ACCEP T I NG R E -
SUMES FOR Assistant 
Administrator position 
with Tri-County Senior 
Citizens and Housing. 
Must be proficient in 
Microsoft suite. (Word, 
Excel, Publisher) Prior 
experience in bookkeep-
ing or accounting. Must 
be well organized, detail 
and deadline oriented. 
Will assist with day to 
day operation of Se-
nior Center and Senior 
Apartments. Must relate 
well with people. Will 
plan activities, events 
and trips. Will prepare 
newsletter and reports 
for board review, will 
keep website current. 
Full time position 35-40 
hours per week Monday-
Friday. Mail resumes to 
311 Washington Street, 
Monte Vista, CO 81144 
or emai l  to mary@
tricountyseniors.com.
(6/26)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the 
Valley Courier. Contact 
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

267
WORK WANTED

AVAILABLE: EXPE-
RIENCED PRIVATE 
personal care provider. 
Light housework, baths, 
toi le t i ng,  d ressing, 
meals, geriatric exercis-
es. 719-587-9442.(7/1)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. Small 
bales, horse hay quality. 
Come cow hay. Certified 
USDA. Call Ed 719-852-
3069.(7/14)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

PREMIUM ALFAL-
FA AND grass/alfalfa, 
small bales $7.00 in hay 
shed (719) 580-2509.
(6/20)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

341 - GARAGE 
SALES

STORAGE SALE AT 
3104 Adcock Circle #19. 
Friday 7am-11 and Sat-
urday 7am-11.(6/20)

H U G E  G A R AG E 
SALE! Tractor repair, 
manuals, books, mate-
rial, counch, fish tank, 
2qt. jars, patio set, much 
more. June 18, 19, 20, 
corner of 370 and 5 E. 
Watch for signs(6/20)

351
LIVESTOCK

SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls 
and semen sales Brink 
Livestock Services ad-
min@brinklivestock.net 
www.brinklivestock.net 
88-641-3750 / 719-480-
3932.(7/15)

HERITAGE BREED 
TURKEY POULTS - 
Burbon Reds from free 
range parents. $20 each 
or $35 for 2. Limited 
number available. Ready 
to butcher at 28 weeks 
(toms average 30 lbs, 
hens 15 lbs.) Straight 
run only. 719-850-2832.
(TFN-E)

PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

S PA N I S H  R O O F 
TILES. Ezload large 
lot. 720-201-3857.(7/13)

NEW / STILL in Box 
Swimming pool for Sale. 
15ft diameter. Paid $700 
will take $500. Call 719-
480-9893.(6/30)

FOR SALE ELEC-
TRIC Hospital Bed 
$600. Call 719-480-
4848.(6/27)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS.  Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
B E  S PAY E D  O R 
N E U T E R E D  B E -
FOR E GOI NG TO 
THEIR NEW HOME. 
(TFN)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PI E S who ne e d  a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the 
euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the 
number one way to 
stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has 
had puppies contact 
us. We will take the 
puppies into our res-
cue and spay the mama 
dog for free after the 
puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & 
gas money to get the 
dogs to us to help in 
this situation. Spay/
neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
g o o d  r e s p o n s i b l e 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mouser s?  Wa nt  t o 
adopt kit tens? Help 
trap/neuter/release ef-
for ts? Donate food/
litter/supplies? Low 
cost spay/neuter clinic 
for cats. http://www.
catsaliveslv.com 719-
298-7028. (TFN)

F R EE TO GOOD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BA R N CATS. 
Spay/neuter cl in ics 
coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Don-
na K 719-589-5952 or 
719-580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

L O OK I NG FOR 
A 2 or 3 bedroom 
Mobile Home 1981 
or higher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

525
GUNS

Z ACH’S EU RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

3  B E D RO O M  2 
bath rent in La Jara. 
Not pets. Washer / 
Dryer hookups. Call 
719-274-5981.(6/26)

R E N T  1  B E D -
ROOM Apt  A la -
mosa some utilities 
included 800-641-
375 0  /  719 - 4 8 0 -
3932.(7/15)

ONE BEDROOM 
A P T.  2 0 8  Ro s s , 
Alamosa, no pets, 
ga rage, $625 plus 
elect r ic, $650 de-
posit. 719-580-1266.
(6/23)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

606 - BUS. PROP. 
FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
rent. Completely renovat-
ed. New electrical, plumb-
ing, and thermal windows. 
Classic 1800sq.ft. style 
faced located on high vis-
ibility lot on Grande Ave., 
Del Norte. 719-657-0776 
for appointment.(6/30)

702 - AUTOS 
FOR SALE

2011 FORD SHELBY 
Cobra, glass roof. 15,000 
miles. $48,500/obo, Call 
719-588-5198.(6/17)

713 - PICK-UP 
TRUCKS

F350 1 TON dually with 
12ft bed. 61,000 miles. 
$5800 / OBO. Call 720-
201-3857.(7/22)

737
RVS

1987 NOMAD TRAVEL 
trailer. 25th fifth wheel. 
1-owner original. $5,000 
obo. Call 719-580-2290.
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Classifieds

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.

Casita del 
Sol

1405 W. 11th Street
Alamosa, CO 

589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: My husband 
and I married two years ago. 
A year later we welcomed our 
first child. I never imagined 
I would ever want a divorce. 
Well, I found out early this 
year that my husband has a 
fetish/fantasy about bigger 
women. (He actually said 
it.) He is a “feeder.” He has 
purchased books related to 
these things and watches 
videos and reads stories 
about it while sitting next 
to me on the couch! It turns 
him on. He has asked me to 
consider gaining weight. I 
told him he needs help. 

 I made an appointment for 
him to see a therapist, and 
am forcing him to go. I feel 
cheated on and disrespected. 
I don’t know how to handle 
this bomb he dropped on me. 
I don’t know how to be with 
someone who has such a 
strong impulse. I hate to feel 
at fault for walking away and 
breaking up our family, but I 
can’t go along with this and 
risk my health. I also don’t 
know how to live apart from 
him. Any help is appreciated. 
-- WIFE OF A FEEDER

 DEAR WIFE: Your hus-
band should have discussed 
this with you before you 
married. Gaining weight to 
feed your husband’s fetish 
would not be healthy for you 
physically or -- feeling as you 
do -- emotionally. 

 Because you already have 
a licensed mental health pro-
fessional in your database, 
schedule an appointment for 
yourself to help you ratio-

nally decide what you need 
to do. (Can your husband be 
content to have his fantasy 
but not involve you?) You may 
not want to “feel at fault” for 
walking away, but you aren’t 
going to change him, and 
your first responsibility must 
be to maintain your health 
so you can parent your child 
to adulthood.

 DEAR ABBY: This has 
been weighing on me for a 
long time. A guy I’ve known 
for years receives tons of 
food from a food pantry his 
sister runs. It sickens me 
because he’s financially set. 
He brags to me about never 
ever having to buy grocer-
ies again. I think about the 
children and families who 
are in need of food during 
these terrible times. He is the 
worst kind of cheapskate and 
doesn’t like spending money 
on anything. 

 Obviously, if his sister is 
allowing this, she is doing 
the same thing. I told him he 
should be ashamed of him-
self for taking advantage of 
this program. His response 
was that he served our 
country, so he’s entitled! (He 
was dishonorably discharged 
after seven months.) He truly 
feels the food is owed to him. 
This has been bothering me 
for a long time and, to be 
honest, I wish he had never 
told me. -- DISGUSTED IN 
CONNECTICUT

 DEAR DISGUSTED: 
And your question is? Those 
two appear to have no con-
science. Contact the head of 

the organization that spon-
sors the food bank and tell 
the person what you have 
written to me. I don’t think 
I’m being too harsh to point 
out that “Sissy” is guilty of 
theft by funneling food to 
her brother and preventing 
a needy family from having 
it. Shameless. 

 DEAR ABBY: Is it pos-
sible to be in love with some-
one who is incarcerated? 
-- ROMANTIC IN TEXAS

 DEAR ROMANTIC: Yes. 
However, it depends upon 
the length of the relation-
ship and whether you met 
the person before he or she 
was incarcerated. If you 
knew the person before, it 
is possible. However, if your 
relationship began while he 
or she was serving time, it 
is extremely important that 
you verify ANYthing you are 
being told and refrain from 
sending the person money.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

Wife stunned to discover 
husband’s weighty fetish

THE GRIZZWELLS
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CELEBRITY CIPHER

BIG NATE
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Lifestyle

Conour Animal Shelter
We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the Up-
per Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

If you are interested 
in adopting, 
call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday 
& Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

Photos courtesy of Conour Animal Shelter

This is Goldie, she is a female pitbull mix around 2 
years old. She is very friendly with people and has a 
fairly calm temperament.

This is Waffles, she is a 1 year old Pitbull mix. She is 
very friendly, but can have a lot of energy sometimes. 
She does well with some dogs but not all dogs.

 This is Lady, she is a lab mix around 2 years old. 
She is pretty shy, but she is friendly once she gets to 
know you. She is a fence climber, so she would need 
a tall and well fenced in area.

This is Rosie, she is female Pitbull mix around 2 years 
old. She is friendly with people, we are unsure of how 
she does with other dogs.


