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COVID 
Closures

MONTE VISTA — The 
Monte Vista Historical 
Society and the Trans-
portation Museum will 
remain closed during 
2020 due to COVID-19. 
We regret this, but the 
safety of our volunteers 
and others is our fore-
most concern. 

Alamosa 
BOCC 

Regular 
Meeting 

ALAMOSA — Wednes-
day morning the Alamosa 
Board of County Commis-
sioners will be having their 
regular meeting. Listeners 
may join in Zoom Meeting 
ID #270-314-6874 or call in 
253-215-8782 or 669-900-
6833 and use

Meeting ID# 270-314-
6874. Accessibility may 
be limited due to network 
capacity.

The meeting is June 24th 
at 8:30 a.m.

Community resources and housing develop 
corporations

Building A Strong 
Alamosa 

Community Takes 
All Of Us!

ALAMOSA —  Six local 
families are building their dream 
homes in Alamosa, CO with the 
help of the Community Resources 
and Housing Development Co-
roporation (CRHDC) Self-Help 
housing development team. At 
the celebration, Bob Richards 
with 96.5 The Fox provided a live 
remote broadcast for two hours 
interviewing homeowners, volun-
teers, and staff. CRHDC provided 
breakfast burritos from Calvillo’s 
restaurant and door prizes were 
awarded to those present. 

The USDA RD Mutual Self-
Help program provides grants 
to help housing organizations 
carry out housing construction 
projects in rural areas. These 
organizations supervise groups 
of very-low- and low-income in-
dividuals and families as they 
construct their own homes. 
The group members provide 
most of the construction labor 
on each other’s homes and get 
technical assistance from the 
organization overseeing the 
project. Ramona Archuleta 
CRHDC Field Coordinator said 
“Learning how to build a house 
is the first step to building a 
neighborhood and empowering 
a community.” 

NeighborWorks Week is a 
showcase of how local communi-
ties benefit and celebrate pride 
in being part of a NeighborWorks 
America network. “The Mutual 

Self-Help housing program ben-
efits residents and businesses 
in our community. We hire local 
contractors for some parts of the 
construction and we purchase 
our construction material and 
supplies from local businesses. 
Housing programs like this is a 
win-win for our community” ac-
cording to Ty Coleman Director of 
Corporate Relations and Lending 
Solutions. 

CRHDC is taking applications 
and forming groups for the next 
Self-Help building cycle. Over the 
next two years CRHDC will be 
building new homes in Alamosa, 
Monte Vista, and San Luis. Please 
call 719-589-1680 or stop by our 
office and begin your dream of 
homeownership.

Courtesy photos

Briana Bustos Self-Help Home-
owner and father Brian Bustos.

Community Resources and Housing Development Coroporation 
(CRHDC) staff Janet Lucero, Rachel Chacon, and Ramona Archuleta

World War II veteran 
passes on

Pedro “Pete” Maria 
Vigil

CAPULIN — Heaven wel-
comed a loving soul Mr. Pedro 
(Pete) Maria Vigil Sr. June 15, 
2020.

Pete joined our heavenly father 
30 days shy of celebrating his 101st 
birthday. He was surrounded by 
his loving family at the time of his 
passing. He most recently resided 
in the Carmel area. 

He was born July 14, 1919, in 
Capulin, Colorado to Venancio & 
Raquel Vigil. Pete was the 3rd 
eldest of their 8 children. He loved 
spending time with his family, 
hunting, fishing, gambling, watch-
ing the news and the Broncos.

He also enjoyed going out to eat, 
a chili burger and a slice of pie was 
a favorite staple.

We were blessed to learn many 
valuable lessons from Grandpa, 

from how to push a vehicle using 
just tires in between vehicles 
to making homemade gravy. 
Grandpa was a very loved and 
honored man, we thank God for 
giving all of us so many joyous 
years with him. Pedro (Pete) was 
born and raised on the Capulin 
family farm. Helping his dad with 
operating 280 acres of hay, grain 
and peas.

Pete was drafted into the Army 
on April 18th, 1942. Pedro served 
in combat areas for 3 years, learn-
ing to speak multiple languages 
while experiencing France, Italy, 
Africa and Germany during his 
service.

He was an anti-aircraft artil-
lery automatic weapons crewman 
in World War II and also served 
as a vertical pointer and gunner 
where he maintained guns and 
kept supplies available for the 
473rd Infantry Regiment. 

Pedro was discharged from the 

United States Army on June 30, 
1945, with many honors and med-
als which included; an Excellent 
Marksmanship Medal,  a Bronze 
Star, a Good Conduct Medal, the 
European-African-Middle East-
ern Campaign Medal, the WWII 
Victory Medal and an Honorable 
Service Lapel Button.

Pedro was also recognized in 
the community for being an out-
standing individual and fighting 
for our country. He was re-pinned 
medals by Senator Michael Ben-
net in May of 2016 that had been 
stolen many years prior. He was 
honored by the Alamosa Kiwanis 
club 2017 at a  veterans apprecia-
tion luncheon and was recognized 

as the Grand Marshall in the 
Glory Days Parade in La Jara. 
Pedro was also recognized with 
his son Pete Jr. the Centennial 
Farm Award in August of 2018.  
In July 2019, Pedro celebrated 
his 100th birthday with his 
family & the American Legion 
who awarded him a certificate 
of appreciation for his service. 
Pedro was also represented in 
the Veteran Parade in Alamosa 
in November of 2019.

After the war, he returned home 
to Capulin to be unity with the love 
of his life Mary Gallegos whom he 
married on February 11th, 1946. 

Stem students 
create and donate 
intubation hood to 

SLV Health

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Health Regional Medical Center 
benefitted last week from a very 
unique donation. Through a col-
laborative project, they received 
a protective intubation hood that 
was designed and manufactured 
by some Denver area high school 
STEM students and teachers. 

From the website SafeIntuba-
tionBox.org, it is explained how 
these boxes are designed to pro-
tect medical personnel from ex-
posure to aerosolized COVID-19 

during intubations. Intubation 
is a procedure of inserting a tube 
through the mouth and then into 
the airway. This process is done 
so that a patient can be placed on 
a ventilator to assist with breath-
ing during anesthesia, sedation, 
or severe illness. 

The group of technology and en-
gineering teachers collaborated 
with students and other partners 
and used CAD design technology, 
3D printing, laser engraving, and 
a CNC machine.

Photo courtesy of SLV Health

From Left, Roberta Bean, Chief Nursing Officer, SLVH RMC, Kent 
Allison, Technology & Engineering Teacher, Mountain Vista High 
School, & Cody Adelman, RN, SLVH RMC Emergency Department

n See VIGIL page 3
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and 
third Mondays, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Alamosa Ma-
sonic Hall, 512 San Juan 
Ave.  Call Sharon at 589-
4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
Hospice del Valle, 524 
Main St. in Alamosa. 
Pregnant and nursing 
women are welcome to 
attend with their children 
and babies. Please call 
587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and 
new members are wel-
come.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

SOUTH FORK — 
Kiwanis meets every 
Thursday at 8 a.m. at the 
Feelin' Good Coffeehouse 
in South Fork. Contact: 
Karen Miller, 719-873-
5466 or email mkmiller-
mink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver’s 
Support Group meets on 
the second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church 
Avenue in Alamosa. 
Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. 
with an informative meet-
ing at 6:15. Anyone inter-
ested in having weight 
loss support is welcome 
to attend a free meeting 
or call Doris at 589-6396 
for more information.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA  — The 
San Luis Valley Photog-

raphy Club meets the 
first Wednesday at the 
Alamosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources 
for families affected by 
the impact of substance 
abuse. They meet on the 
third Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Senior Citizens 
Center at 92 Rio Grande 
Ave. (on the north end of 
Cole Park) in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Alamo-
sa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary 
Unit #113, Alamosa, 
holds its monthly meet-
ing at 6 p.m. on the sec-
ond Wednesday at the 
American Legion Build-
ing at 514 Fourth Street, 
Alamosa. Call Evelyn 
Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson 
at 589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress man-
agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sun-
day of the month at St. 
Thomas Episcopal Par-
ish Hall, 607 Fourth St., 
Alamosa, with Mountain 
Institute, A Kriya, Medi-
tation & Lamplighting 
School. Contact Martin 
at 575-758-5876 or tal-
entolocal@live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschool-
ers at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes 
are offered in Alamosa 
at the San Luis Valley 
Health Education and 
Conference Center on 
the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month 
from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — 
Valley Fiber Art Guild 
— VFA is a group for 
anyone interested in 
fiber arts: knitting, cro-
cheting, weaving and 
spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of every 
month from 1 p.m. until 
4:30 p.m. at 757 County 
Rd. 29, .Monte Vista. 
Call or email Wanda 
Couzens-Smith for more 
information at (719) 852-
5000 or wcouzenssmith@
gmail.com

ALAMOSA— Alamo-
sa Masonic Lodge meet-
ings are every first and 
third Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
(except June, July and 
August) at the Alamosa 
Masonic Lodge, Main and 
San Juan.

ALAMOSA — Alamo-
sa Toastmasters meets 
on Mondays at noon at 
The Bridge in Alamosa at 
3407 Carroll Street. Par-
ticipants will find a sup-
portive learn-by-doing 
environment that allows 
them to achieve their 
goals at their own pace. 
Call (719) 588-5127.

ALAMOSA  – The 
GFWC Woman's Citi-
zenship Club of Alamosa 
meets on the second 
Friday at noon from 
September through May 
at First United Method-
ist Church, NW door, 
2005 Mullins Ave. For 
more information, please 
email: womanscitizen-
shipclub@gmail.com.

ALAMOSA — Made 
up of community mem-
bers who write in many 
different genres, the So-
phia Circle meets weekly 
to provide support for 
writers and their writing 
projects in the downstairs 
conference room at the 
Colorado Welcome Center 
at Alamosa, 6th and State 
on Sundays from 1-3 p.m.. 
Writers may drop in on 
any meeting. Bring copies 
of the work you want to 
share. Call Holly at 719-
588-7066.

CENTER — The Cen-
ter Kiwanis meets every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kiwanis Hall in Center. 
Contact Dick Ramstetter 
at 719-580-3329.

ALAMOSA — Silver 
Linings, an open and free 
positivity group, meets 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at Nestle Toll House Café 
in downtown Alamosa.

ALAMOSA — Groups 
are held for women who 
have experienced domes-
tic violence every second 
Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. 
at the Grizzly Training 
Center, Alamosa. There 
will be refreshments and 
childcare provided. 

Contact Jennifer Mc-
Coy-Hanna at Tu Casa, 
Inc. 719-589-2465.

ALAMOSA — Grief 
support group meets the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at the Alamosa 1st 
United Methodist Church 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Call 
Liz Hood, 580-3697.

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
groups. 

A.A. members’ pri-
mary purpose is to stay 
sober and help other 
alcoholics to achieve 
sobriety.

Following are Dis-
trict 3 San Luis Val-
ley AA 12-Step Meet-
ings. The 6th Tradition 
states that we are not 
affiliated with any 
outside organizations, 
but in the spirit of co-
operation, we list these 
meeting schedules for 
friends and family. For 
information, call 719-
937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred 

Heart Parish Center 
at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 
108 W Galena Ave., 
Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 
4th St., Alamosa

5 p.m. Women’s Meet-
ing at Masonic Hall, 
598 Spruce St., Del 
Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church 

at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 
2005 Mullens, Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of San 
Luis at 403 Main St., 
San Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall at 598 Spruce, Del 
Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church at 
607 4th St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone 
Baptist Church, Coun-
ty Rd. T, Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-
ables, Baptist Church 
at 751 Lincoln St., 
Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edi-
son, Alamosa. 

 

SATURDAY
5:30 pm. at 929 

State Ave., Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church 
at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

For schedule chang-
es, please contact your 
group service represen-
tative (GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country 

Club Dr.  Monte Vista
WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Be-

havior Health Group at 
8745 CR 9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 
St., Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crest-
one (second and fourth 
Thursdays)

N A R C O T I C S 
ANONYMOUS (Nar-
cAnon)

TUESDAY
7 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, 607 
4th St., Alamosa

7 : 3 0  p . m .  B a c a 
Grande Library at 
Road T, Crestone

THURSDAY
7 p.m. SDA Church 

at 313 Craft Drive, 
Alamosa

SATURDAY
9 a.m. Little Shep-

herd Episcopal Chapel 
at Alder St., Crestone

7 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church, 607 
4th St., Alamosa

PENDING OBITUARIES

VALLEY COURIER
POLICY ON OBITUARIES

The Valley Courier charges a flat fee of $30 for each obituary published. 
Pending arrangements or death notices are run at no charge.

This charge affects funeral homes, as well as family or other representa-
tives, that directly place obituaries. All paid obituaries are published on our 
web site, www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit will be rerun. If the errors are on the part of the submit-
ting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

 David George Roybal
ANTONITO  — David George Roybal, 70, passed away June 22, 2020. Arrange-

ments are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Antonito.

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

Happy Birthday Mekai

ALAMOSA — Born to Michael & Brittney Abeyta, Makai Michael Abeyta will 
celebrate his first birthday today. Makai has two sisters – Mickayla and Myla. 
Maternal grandparents are Mike Perea & Bev Cordova of Alamosa. Paternal 
grandparents are Ernest & Helen Abeyta of Manassa. Great-grandparents are Joe 
& MaryAnn Perea, Harold Cordova, Josie Chacon,  &  Bertha Ortiz. 

Makai will be spending his special day with his family! 

Did you know? 
The outbreak of the novel coro-

navirus COVID-19 left no aspect 
of life untouched, and education 
was no exception. The short-term 
effects of stay-at-home measures 
were felt immediately by millions 
of students across the globe. But 
there will be long-term effects, too, 
and one of the first such long-term 
dominoes to fall was the relaxation 
of SAT requirements for aspiring 
college students. As stay-at-home 
measures lasted longer than many 
people initially anticipated, high 
school students learned that SAT 
and SAT subject tests were being 
canceled. The Princeton Review® 
noted in late May that the College 
Board added a new test date for 

September after the June tests were 
canceled. However, many schools 
have dropped the SAT and ACT re-
quirement for fall 2021 admissions. 
The University of California, which 
includes nine different schools in 
its system, suspended the require-
ment for students applying for 
fall 2021 in early April, and many 
schools followed suit in the ensuing 
months. As prospective high school 
seniors prepare for their final year 
of high school and begin thinking 
about where they want to apply for 
college, they should work with their 
guidance counselors to determine 
just what is required of them dur-
ing the admissions process.  
BS208160
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Vigil
n Continued from Page 1

From that unity, they had 4 children.
He became a widower when his wife died at the age of 44 with double pneumonia. 

Leaving him to raise his 4 children. Ages 16, 15, 14 and 13.
In 1967 His son Pete Jr. married Christina Gallegos who blessed Pedro with 3 

grandchildren from their unity. From those grandchildren, he now has 7 great-grand-
children & 1 great-great-grandchild.

He is survived by his children Pete (Virginia Espinoza), Helen, Gilbert, and Veronica. 
His Grandchildren: Melanie (Gerald Garcia) and Amanda Vigil.

Great-Grandchildren: Mariah Vigil, Michael Martinez, Joshua Sisneros, Gabriel & 
Kaitlyn Garcia, Monique Salazar and Elisandro Trujillo

And Great-Great grandchild: Xayden Sisneros
He is preceded in death by his parents Venancio and Raquel Vigil, his wife Mary Vigil, 

all of his siblings: Alfonso, Veronice, Rudy, Elude, Albert, Max and Ben and his grandson 
Michael Vigil. Cremation was chosen. 

A memorial service will be concluded at a later date.

Rio Grande County confirms second fatality 
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Nine new cases for the 
SLV have been reported 
since Monday, 6 from 
Alamosa County, 2 from 
Rio Grande, and 1 from 
Saguache. The total num-
ber of cumulative cases 
is now 380. Twenty-nine 
total people have been 
hospitalized, and 260 have 
completed isolation. A 
second fatality has been 
confirmed for Rio Grande 
County. There have been 
7 fatalities of individuals 
with COVID-19. Numbers 
are updated weekdays 
at slvemergency.org/slv-
covid-19/.

Supporting local busi-
ness is important. We 
encourage everyone to 
support local businesses 
in the way that feels com-
fortable and safe for you. If 
you have observed a busi-
ness that has gone above 
and beyond, we encourage 
you to nominate them to 
be recognized at Can Do 
Colorado: https://sites.
google.com/state.co.us/
candocolorado/home. Can 
Do Colorado is a site 
created by the State of 
Colorado to honor busi-
nesses whose practices 
are making a difference 
during COVID-19. “Across 

Colorado, small business-
es have turned ‘can’t’ into 
‘can do’ ….They’re doing 
their part to keep us safe, 
and to keep Colorado’s 
economy going. See what 
you can do!”

Last Friday, Costilla 
County confirmed an 
outbreak at Blanca Potato 
LLC. Costilla County Pub-
lic Health has supported 
the Blanca Potato LLC 
management in imple-
menting infection control 
measures to contain the 
disease. So far there have 
been 3 positive cases. 
Public Health continues 
to work closely with the 
Blanca Potato LLC as they 
continue to provide safety 
measures to protect their 
employees. 

Testing has been in-
creasing region-wide. SLV 
Health, Rio Grande Hos-
pital, and Valley-Wide 
Health Systems (VWHS) 
continue to provide on-
going testing. Proactive 
testing at long term care 
facilities is occurring with 
assistance from our local 
providers and Colorado 
Department of Public 
Health and Environment 
Rapid Response Teams. 
VWHS has been a criti-
cal partner in the testing 

component of responses to 
multiple outbreaks in the 
Valley. An increase in hos-
pitalizations and patients 
seeking COVID-related 
medical care over the past 
3 weeks indicates that our 
recent increase in cases is 
not due to increased test-
ing alone. It is important 
to note that not all new 
cases are related to spe-
cific workplace outbreaks. 
There continues to be 
widespread transmission 
of the virus in the larger 
community. 

For questions about 
testing or for medical ad-
vice, please contact your 
primary care doctor or 
call one of the numbers 
below to start the screen-
ing process:

For symptomatic indi-
viduals only, call:

Rio Grande Hospital 
719-657-4990

SLVHealth Respiratory 
Clinic 719-589-2511 ext. 9 

For symptomatic and 
asymptomatic individuals 
who have had contact with 
a confirmed COVID-19 
positive individual, call:

Valley-Wide Health 
Systems 719-589-3658 
ext. 9 (M-F), 719-589-2562 

(Sa/Su)
Upcoming testing clin-

ics:
Center, Wednesday, 

6/24. 3-4 pm. Please call 
for an appointment: 719-
587-2888.

Antonito, Monday, 6/29. 
9-11 am. Please call for 
an appointment: 719-587-
2874.

Saguache, Tuesday, 6/30 
has been CANCELLED.

If your community 
would like to conduct a 
testing clinic or event, 
please contact Valley-
Wide.

For general (non-med-
ical) SLV COVID-19 re-
lated questions: slvepr@
alamosacounty.org, 719-
480-8719 

This is a difficult time 
for many people. If you 
are experiencing a mental 
health crisis, please don’t 
hesitate to ask for support:

SLV Behavioral Health 
Group: 719-589-3671

24/7 Crisis Hotline: 1 
(844) 493-TALK (8255), or 
text TALK to 38255

Online: www.colorado.
gov/ruralmentalhealth, 
www.slvbhg.org

Last known, 
Pruitt is stable
STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The last 
report coming from Colo-
rado Springs was that Tex-
as native, Danny Pruitt 
was in stable condition. 
Pruitt suffered a gunshot 
to the head in Alamosa on 
June 4th on Main Street 
in a confrontation that 
escalated to tragedy. 

The report coming from 
Alamosa’s Chief of Police 
Ken Anderson was that 
Pruitt was in stable condi-
tion in a progressive care 
unit (PCU). A progressive 
care unit is typically used 
as an intermediate be-
tween the intensive care 
unit (ICU) and the regular 
hospital floor. Anderson 
also confirmed that Pruitt 
is not in a coma.

The last medical update 
from Pruitt’s GoFundMe 
page was from the week-

end of the incident, June 
7th. The page has sur-
passed its $100,000 goal 
and has reset to $200,000. 
As of Tuesday night, 
the page has garnered 
$146,753 in donations.

Courtesy photo

Danny Pruitt

Vigil gained strength and 
confidence at Adams State 

University
ALAMOSA —  R. An-

drew Vigil, Walsenburg, 
Colo., is proud to join his 
grandmother, Maryann 
Vigil, as an Adams State 
University alumnus.

Following in his grand-
mother’s footsteps, who 
earned a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree at Adams 
State, Vigil finished his 
Bachelor of Science in 
kinesiology this spring 
and is already working 
on his master’s degree in 
the same program. “Ad-
ams State has a strong 
community connection, 
un-matched by any other 
university of its size.”

A track and field athlete 
competing in shot put and 
discus throwing events, 
Vigil graduated Summa 
Cum Laude, with high-
est honors, during the 
Spring 2020 Adams State 
Virtual Commencement 
Ceremony on June 6. 

Tracey Robinson, Ph.D. 
professor of kinesiology, 
and Lukus Klawitter, 
visiting assistant profes-
sor of kinesiology, ensured 
his success as a student, 
by inspiring his interest 
in human performance 
and constantly challeng-
ing him to seek out new 
knowledge in the field of 
kinesiology. They also al-
lowed Vigil the freedom 
and autonomy to choose 
the way in which he 
structured class schedules 
every semester in order to 
accommodate his athletic 
and work responsibilities.

While earning his de-

gree, Vigil expanded his 
professional resume. He 
completed an internship 
at Two Peaks Fitness, 
La Veta, Colo., as a gym 
manager and personal 
trainer; was an assistant 
strength and conditioning 
coach with the Athletic 
Department; and held 
a work-study job in the 
athletics weight room.

Matt Gersick, Athletic 
Department strength and 
conditioning coordinator 
and track and field coach, 
inspired Vigil’s love for 
the field of strength and 
conditioning and vastly 
expanded his scientific 
knowledge in the realm 
of human performance. 
“Without Coach Gersick’s 
guidance and trust in my 
abilities as a student and 
young coach throughout 
the past few years, I 
would not have gained 
the amount of practical 
knowledge in the field that 
I have thus far.” 

 Adams State, academi-
cally, athletically, and 
socially provided Vigil 
the platform to mature 
into a confident, young 
professional. Vigil be-
lieves the small, rural 
University cultivated 
opportunities to develop 
strong relationships, 
which were instrumental 
in his academic success 
and professional develop-
ment. “For these reasons, 
and so many more I am 
beyond thankful, and 
proud to call myself an 
alumni of Adams State 

University.”
With the unwavering 

love and support of his 
mother, Jerriann Vigil, 
as well as the help of 
academic scholarships 
and work-study, Vigil 
graduated in four years 
with almost no student 
loan debt. 

Vigil’s future career 
goals include providing 
evidence-based physical 
training programs for 
both highly competitive 
athletes as well as public 
service personnel (fire-
fighters, police, EMT). “I 
aspire to always contin-

ue learning and chasing 
my passion to become a 
strength and condition-
ing professional and 
educator in the field of 
health and human per-
formance throughout my 
lifetime.”

The Office of Public 
Relations realizes most 
Adams State University 
graduates are outstand-
ing and appreciates the 
selection of a few from 
academic departments 
to highlight at the end of 
each semester. This is the 
final article in the spring 
2020 series.

Courtesy photo

Andrew Vigil will always pursue his passion in the 
field of kinesiology.
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God Bless 
America...

HOLLYWOOD —  God Bless 
America, and how’s everybody?

   Bernie Sanders’ campaign 
organizer Shaun King called for 
all statues of a white Jesus taken 
down as racist Monday. The other 
night, a smart-aleck recognized 
me at a bowling alley and asked 
me what was Jesus’ full name. I 
dropped my bowl-
ing ball on top 
of his foot, and 
he got all three 
right. 

   The DEA says 
illegal drug use 
by young adults 
is way down from 
the peak drug use 
in the late Sev-
enties. In 1977, 
a  year  a f ter  I 
moved to L.A., I 
flew home to OKC 
for Christmas. I 
was in the kitchen helping Mom 
prepare dinner when she noticed I 
was chopping the onions with my 
credit card.

   California banned state-funded 
travel to Idaho in a dispute over 
transgender rights Monday af-
ter Idaho enacted a law banning 
transgenders from participating 
in female sports. Gender is a lot 
like the Twin Towers. There used 
to be two of them but now it’s a 
REALLY sensitive subject.

   American Airlines announced 
its flights will no longer serve li-
quor, wine or beer to coach class 
passengers. Both political parties 
in Congress weighed in. Democrats 
say it’s the poor who need alcohol 
the most while Republicans say 
not to worry, they can drink the 
complimentary hand sanitizer.

   The American Heart Associa-
tion will hold heart walks to pro-
mote heart health. I was onstage 
in Chicago the only time I ever 
thought I was having a heart attack 
when I experienced a shooting pain 
in my left arm. A doctor examined 
me and he told me, sure enough, 
I’d been shot in the left arm. 

   Los Angeles retail stores re-
opened Friday with many outlets 
enjoying big business due to pent 
up demand, some of it creepy. 
Novelty sex shops on Hollywood 
Boulevard reported they are doing 
a huge business selling blow-up sex 
dolls. It’s more proof that inflation 
under Trump is out of control.

   New York’s Museum of Natu-
ral History agreed to take down 
its statue of Teddy Roosevelt. It 
showed the Rough Rider atop a 
horse with an Indian and a black 
man standing on each side of the 
horse. I don’t know who was of-
fended by the statue, at this point 
it could have been horse lovers.

   Winston Churchill’s statue in 
London was smeared with graf-
fiti calling him a Colonialist. It’s 
definitely a trait that crossed the 
pond. Whenever I hear that Chi-
nese kids are working 84 hours a 
week to make my running shoes, 
I always wonder how they’ll find 
the time to make my smartphone.

   Pope Francis criticized priests 
who do not observe full safety 
measures during the pandemic as 
adolescents Monday in the wake of 
President Trump’s mask-less rally 
in Tulsa on Saturday. For many 
years Pope Francis has known 
about Trump. His name comes up 
in confession all the time.

   Las Vegas crowds last week-
end indicated that people are 
weary with the government tell-
ing us what to do all the time. 
The nanny state gets a little old. 
Last week, the National Highway 
Safety Board nagged people who 
text while they drive, but we’ve 
all done stupid things when we 
were drunk.

Amarah’s Corner
Jesus said in Matthew 25:40 KJV, 

“Whatever you’ve done unto the least 
of these (kids or adults), you’ve done 
it unto me.” 

Kids like me are kids and adults of 
all ages whose parents are, or were, 
drug addicts and alcoholics, kids who 
have suffered, or who are suffering, 
abuse and neglect (trauma) on mul-
tiple levels, and kids who are victims 
of bullying.

 
This is Cheyenne’s Story:
Hello, my name is Cheyenne. I’m 

18-years old and currently sitting 
in Mayes County Jail in the State of 
Oklahoma. I was 17 when I first got 
arrested. I’m sitting in here facing life 
in prison if convicted of first-degree 
murder. 

Being sober is possible! Don’t ever 
tell yourself you can’t do something! 

I was a heavy drug user since I was 
14 and have finally been sober for a 
year and a half. I helped raise 2 kids 
who aren’t mine before I got arrested. 

I even got into 4 gangs at age 15. 
Gang life is not fun or a joke! I’ve lost 
family to it, and a lot of friends.

At 17 I fell madly in love with a 30-
year old man named Andrew. I had 
just got out of an abusive relationship 
with his high school friend.

Being with Andrew was a fairytale 
waiting to become a nightmare. On 
December 31, 2019, we were invited 
to his friend’s birthday party, but he 
changed plans without telling me.

Me and my ex-girlfriend – my Best 
Friend, had been going through issues 
at the time. He didn’t even tell me he’d 
be picking her up too. 

Unfortunately, only 2 of us left alive 
that night. Not only did he kill her 
in front of me, he raped her before 
doing so.

He’s now putting all the blame on me.
Ever since I was young, I’ve always 

run with the wrong people. I’ve been 
beaten, sexually abused, even bullied. 
I’d been bullied since K-4 up til my 
freshman year of high school.

I was placed in a mental institution 
that year for trying to kill myself. I 
was at a time in my life where I was 
losing everyone around me. I was only 
there for 3 days before I tried to harm 
myself again. I have cut myself to the 
point where I have to tattoo over my 
arm and thighs just to hide the cut-
ting scars. Within the last year and 
a half I’ve tried overdosing at least 6 
to 7 times.

My relationship with Andrew was 
strict. I had rules to follow and if I 
broke any of those rules, he’d punish 
me sexually. I learned to never say 
no or disobey. 

So, the next time you pick up a 
needle, or beer, or any drug, remember 
this: It only takes one person to change 
everything; it only takes one person 
to cause you to lose your freedom or 
your own life. All it takes is one time, 
one mistake, just being with the wrong 
person, for you to lose everything.

Life is only what You make of it. You 
can make it good or You can make it 
bad. It all depends on You.

And, if anyone is reading this who 
has been, or who is, being abused 
physically or mentally, or running 
the streets or going through a drug 
or alcohol addiction or even feeling 
like ending your life, just know that it 
might seem like you’ve hit rock bottom 
but you know what? You can survive. 
Don’t let your past or your problems 
define you. You define You! Don’t give 
up! You can survive this. 

And, if anyone is going through tough 
situations, feel free to write me. I’d 

love to help anyone I can. All it took 
was one person to save me and I hope 
I can be that person for someone else. 
You can write me at this address:

 
Cheyenne Blalock
Mayes County Jail
34 N. Adair
Pryor, OK 74361
 
Cheyenne, I am so sorry all of this 

has happened in your short lifetime. 
You are definitely a kid like me. Please, 
stay in touch with me! You can write 
to me at:

Amarah
Hope for Kids Like Me
P.O. Box 354
Alamosa, CO 81101
 
This is a poem by Marvin Mays:

THE HOUSE OF STONE
Built on misery and stories of pain,
 dreams turned into nightmares, 
 along with hopes of fame.
 Living in glory, lost and gained. 
 Memories of yesterday, fall like rain. 
 Though the faces constantly change, 
 the stories somehow remain the 

same. 
 Hopes and dreams passed without 

thought 
 from the lips of the insane. 
 Survival skills, cheap thrills, 
 street hustle of muscle, 
 extortions and schemes, 
 jailhouse gangsters who stay lean 

and mean. 
 Cold, dark hungry and alone, 
 you got to be strong to survive in 

the house of stone.~Marvin Mays (from 
New Jersey)

 
Remember, Jesus loves you and 

Jesus is Lord!

Dear Editor and garage 
sale shoppers of 

Alamosa,
   Sometime between the months of 

Jan-Mar, a local vandal/thief rammed 
through the barricaded door to our stor-
age shed. The storage shed is downtown 
Alamosa on 4th Street between the back 
of Hunan and the police station. Most of 
the contents were of no value to anyone 
other than myself. Sentimental items 
from my childhood and my children’s 
were dumped out, rummaged through 
and walked all over. 

   He sold other items on the SLV 
Garage Sale site. We also believe that 
he sold items directly from the shed 
or close to the area. Some items: oak 
bar stools, canopies, cedar chest, metal 
detector, baby items, Atari consoles 
and tapes, boxes of womens and mens 
clothes, my uncle’s lapidary collection 
of cabs, tumbled rocks, and much much 

more.
   My plea to shoppers is for 3 very spe-

cial items. My Black Leather Athletic 
Letter Jacket. The letter is “L” and the 
arm patches are 1970-73. 2 handmade 
Angel tree toppers that were made by 
my mother. To me they are beautiful 
and priceless. The hand stitching and 
decorations on one are red and green 
and blue and brown on the other one. I 
will pay to have these things returned 
to Porter Realty office on Main Street. 

   Thanks to everyone who takes time 
to think about this and thank you to 
the Alamosa Police for recovering a 
few items and getting this guy off the 
streets.

Mary Ann Porter
Alamosa, CO 
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Independence Day cele-
brations are a highlight of 
summer for people in both 
Canada and the United 
States. Canada Day (July 
1) and Independence 
Day (July 4) give North 
Americans reason to re-
visit the great moments 
that shaped what their 
countries have become.

Canada Day
Canada Day, also known 

as Fête du Canada, is the 
national day of Canada. 
It is a federal statutory 
holiday that marks the 
anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Constitution 
Act of 1867 — then re-
ferred to as the British 
North America Act, 1867. 
Originally called Domin-
ion Day, the holiday was 
renamed Canada Day in 
1982, the same year the 
Canada Act was passed.

2017 will mark the 
150th  anniversary of 
Canada’s Confederation, 
and many Canadians al-
ready are counting down 
to that momentous occa-
sion, when Canada Day 
celebrations are bound to 
be even more boisterous 
and heartfelt than usual. 

Various locations across 
Canada host Canada Day 
celebrations. According 
to www.canadaday.gc.ca, 
areas like Parliament 
Hill, Major’s Hill Park 
and The Canadian Mu-
seum of History are just 
a few places in the capital 
region of Ottawa to cel-
ebrate Canada Day. But 
Canada Day is celebrated 
across the country as 
well. There’s no specific 
guidelines that govern 
Canada Day celebrations, 
but the festivities often 
include parades, concerts, 

fireworks, festivals, bar-
becues, and/or maritime 
shows.

Independence Day
From the year 1776 to 

present day, July 4 has 
been celebrated as the 
birth of the United States 
of America. Referred to 
as the Fourth of July or 
Independence Day, July 4 
has been a federal holiday 
since 1941. However, the 
tradition and celebration 
surrounding it dates back 
to the 18th century and 
the American revolution.

On July 4, 1776, the 
Continental Congress 
declared that the original 
thirteen American colo-
nies regarded themselves 
as a new nation and no 
longer were a part of the 
British Empire. Indepen-
dence from Great Britain 
was formally proposed on 
July 2, 1776. However, 
the formal Declaration 
of Independence was 
debated and revised, ulti-
mately earning approval 
on July 4. 

Much like their neigh-
bors to the north, Ameri-
can celebrations include 
family gatherings, va-
cations, barbecues, pa-
rades, firework displays, 
and many other festivi-
ties. Many Americans 
prominently display the 
American flag on July 4, 
and many more decorate 
their homes and busi-
nesses in red, white and 
blue. Washington, D.C., 
New York and Boston 
host stunning fireworks 
displays to commemorate 
Independence Day. Many 
small towns and cities 
also host their own Inde-
pendence Day fireworks 
displays.  TF167246

Celebrate 
national pride

Tips for planting 
fall vegetables

Tending to back-
yard vegetable gar-
dens can fill many 
hours of  enjoyable 
downtime in the great 
outdoors. What’s more, 
the bounty produced by 
such gardens provides 
healthy, fresh foods to 
gardeners and their 
loved ones.

Although spring and 
summer are widely 
seen as the peak of 
gardening season, the 
mild temperatures of 
autumn can be a prime 
time for planting veg-
etables as well. Certain 
late-season treats like 
carrots, kale, spinach, 
and turnips can thrive 
in fall gardens. Many 
different foods are 
quick crops that can 
go from seed to table 
in about six weeks. 
When sown in early 
fall, these vegetables 
will be ready to put 
on the table for mid-
October feasts. Beets, 
green onions, broccoli, 
and cabbages can be 
planted in late sum-
mer for fall harvest. 
Gardeners who live in 
hardiness zones eight 
through 10 (the south-
ern portion of the Unit-
ed States) can plant 
fall vegetables as late 
as December. Many of 
these plants can toler-
ate light frost, which 
may even help sweeten 
the vegetables.

A handful of unique 
factors need to be 
taken into consider-
ation when planning 
fall vegetable gardens. 

• The summertime 
location of the garden 

may still be adequate, 
but be sure to choose a 
location that gets eight 
full hours of sunlight 
per day. 

• If using an exist-
ing garden site, clear 
out any detritus from 
summer plants and 
any weeds that have 
sprouted. If you are 
planting a new garden, 
remove any turf before 
tilling the soil.

• Amend the soil 
with sand, compost, 
manure fertilizer, and 
any other nutrients 
needed depending on 
the types of vegetables 
you intend to grow.

• While fall vegeta-
bles can be grown suc-
cessfully from seeds, 
it may be more time-
friendly to work from 
larger transplants, 
advises the Texas A&M 
Agrilife Extension. 

• Some plants may 
need a little protection 
as they grow if tem-
peratures begin to dip. 
Cover with a blanket, 
cardboard box or plas-
tic tunnel to insulate. 

Remember to water 
according to the veg-
etables planted and to 
keep an eye on readi-
ness for vegetables. 
Turnips, beets, rutaba-
gas, and carrots can be 
dug out when the roots 
are plump and crisp.

Vegetable gardens 
need not cease when 
the last days of sum-
mer vanish. Fall pro-
duce is delicious and 
can be easily planted 
and harvested even 
after the first frost.  
FH208154
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DENVER — Roughly 
half (49%) of Class of 
2020 graduating seniors 
say their plans for after 
high school have changed 
as a result of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, accord-
ing to a new survey by 
Junior Achievement (JA) 
and the PMI Educational 
Foundation (PMIEF). Of 
those whose plans have 
changed, more than a 
third (36%) say they 
will now work, nearly 
as many (32%) expect to 
delay their start date for 
college, and almost a fifth 
(16%) changed the career 
path they wish to pur-
sue. The survey of 1,000 
U.S. teens graduating 
high school in 2020 was 
conducted by Wakefield 
Research for JA and 
PMIEF in support of new 
educational initiatives 
by the two organizations.

 Survey findings in-
clude:

* Forty percent of grad-
uating seniors say they 
work. Of those who do, 
nearly half (49%) say 
they or their families 
depend on their income 
for living expenses.

* Four-in-ten (40%) say 
COVID-19 affected their 
plans to pay for college.

* More than a third 
(35%) who are planning 
to attend college now 
say they are less excited 
to go.

* Of those planning 
to attend college, their 
biggest concerns are 
the impact of COVID-19 
on classes and academ-
ic quality (58%), dorm 
life (53%), athletics and 
school-sponsored events 
(44%), and dining halls 
(40%).

“It’s not surprising 
that the Class of 2020 
has been reconsider-
ing its plans in light of 
COVID-19,” said Chris 
Silberman, Director of 
Communications at Ju-
nior Achievement- Rocky 
Mountain, Inc. “I think 
what is surprising are 
the types of life-altering 
decisions being made 
now without a clear 
idea of what the coming 
weeks and months will 
bring. That’s why it’s im-
perative we get as much 
information as possible 
to teens to help them 
navigate these uncertain 
times.”

To help meet that need, 
Junior Achievement and 
the PMI Educational 
Foundation have teamed 
together on two educa-
tional initiatives to help 
teens better plan for 
the future. The first is 
the JA Economic Re-
sources website to help 
students and adults 
become educated con-
sumers of economic in-

formation, featuring re-
sources and information 
from PMIEF. The second 
is Project Management 4 
All, a new online game 
that introduces teens 
to the concepts of proj-
ect management and 
planning. A video that 
showcases project man-
agement careers comple-
ments the game.

According to the sur-
vey, three-in-four re-
spondents (74%) say 
they would be inter-
ested in a career that 
fits the description of 
project management. 
Most respondents (94%) 
believe that they excel 
at traits that align with 
project management, in-
cluding problem-solving, 
teamwork, organization, 
and multi-tasking. Two-
thirds (66%) say they 
would be interested in 
exploring a career in 
project management be-
cause they would be able 
to prepare for and work 
in the profession even in 
light of the realities of 
COVID-19’s impact on 
the economy.

“We’ve witnessed the 
widespread effects of the 
pandemic on everyday 
life, and the situation 
makes clear the critical 
contributions of project 
managers in helping us 
navigate the unexpect-
ed,” said Jeannette Barr, 
Executive Director of 
PMIEF. “We’ve relied on 
their expertise to rapidly 
construct hospitals, de-
liver medical equipment, 
and even revamp grocery 
supply chains. All of 
these projects point to the 
importance of learning 
project management at 
an early age. PMIEF and 
JA know helping youth 
build these competencies 
prepares them to pursue 
the career of their choice, 
and many may choose to 
become project managers 
so they, too, can give back 
to their community in a 
meaningful way.”

 Survey Methodology:
The JA COVID Grads 

Survey was conducted 
by Wakefield Research 
( w w w . w a k e f i e l d r e -
search.com) among 1,000 
US Teens Graduating 
High School in 2020, 
between May 21st and 
May 29th, 2020, using 
an email invitation and 
an online survey. Quotas 
have been set to ensure 
a reliable and accurate 
representation of the US 
teen population graduat-
ing high school in 2020.

The results of any 
sample are subject to 
sampling variation. The 
magnitude of the varia-
tion is measurable and is 
affected by the number of 
interviews and the level 

of the percentages ex-
pressing the results. For 
the interviews conducted 
in this particular study, 
the chances are 95 in 100 
that a survey result does 
not vary, plus or minus, 
by more than 3.1 percent-
age points from the result 
that would be obtained if 
interviews had been con-
ducted with all persons in 
the universe represented 
by the sample.

 About Junior Achieve-
ment-Rocky Mountain, 
Inc.

Junior Achievement-
Rocky Mountain is part 
of the world’s largest 
organization dedicated 
to inspiring and prepar-
ing young people to suc-
ceed in a global economy. 
Through a dedicated 
volunteer network, JA-
Rocky Mountain pro-
vides programs for stu-
dents that focus on three 
key content areas: career 
readiness, entrepreneur-
ship and financial liter-
acy. JA-Rocky Mountain 
reached 120,000 stu-
dents throughout Metro 
Denver, Northern Colo-
rado and Wyoming dur-
ing the 2016/17 school 
year. These programs 
are free to schools thanks 
to more than 6,000 vol-
unteers and the gener-
ous support of donors. 
For more information, 
visit www.JAColorado.
org.  

About the PMI Educa-
tional Foundation

PMI  Educat i ona l 
Foundation (PMIEF) is 
a 501(c)(3) supporting or-
ganization of the Project 
Management Institute 
(PMI), the world’s lead-
ing not-for-profit profes-
sional membership asso-
ciation for those who con-
sider project, program, 
or portfolio manage-
ment their profession. 
Founded in 1990, PMIEF 
cultivates long-term re-
lationships with non-
profits across the globe 
to help them integrate 
project management in 
their youth programs 
and to build their own 
project management 
capacity. The foundation 
achieves its mission to 
“enable youth to real-
ize their potential and 
transform lives through 
project management” 
and its vision for “inspir-
ing youth to achieve their 
goals, making dreams a 
reality” by investing in 
high-quality organiza-
tions that exemplify a 
commitment to prepar-
ing young people for 
21st-century success and 
an appreciation for both 
the societal application 
and value of project man-
agement. Visit PMIEF.
org for more information.

Changes include delaying start of college, work-

ing for money, and switching career plans

Class of 2020 survey: half of 
graduating seniors change 
plans for after high school 

due to COVID-19

The Continental Con-
gress declared its indepen-
dence from Great Britain 
on July 2, 1776. If that 
date raises an eyebrow, 
it should. Independence 
Day in the United States 
has long been celebrated 
on July 4th, which would 
seem to be two days late. 
But upon closer examina-
tion, it seems Americans 
are not really celebrat-
ing their independence 
two days later than they 
should be. According to 
the National Constitution 
Center, the Continen-

tal Congress approved a 
resolution declaring its 
independence from Great 
Britain on July 2. Howev-
er, a document still needed 
to be drafted to explain 
the decision to the general 
public. Such a document 
was already in the works, 
but it took two days for 
the men of Congress to 
agree on a final version. 
The resulting document, 
known as the Declaration 
of Independence, was sent 
to John Dunlap, an Irish 
printer who served under 
George Washington dur-

ing the American Revo-
lutionary War, who sub-
sequently printed roughly 
200 broadsides. Still, the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence was not read to the 
public until July 8, 1776, 
when Colonel John Nixon 
did so in Philadelphia on 
what is now known as 
Independence Square. It 
was nearly a month later, 
on August 2, 1776, when 
most members of the Con-
tinental Congress actually 
signed the Declaration of 
Independence in Philadel-
phia.  TF197105

Why is Independence Day 
celebrated on July 4th? 
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Courtesy photos

ALAMOSA — The SLVH Sports Medicine team would 
like to acknowledge all SLV High School senior spring 
sport athletes, and have placed a banner for each in 
front of the Stuart Avenue Clinic. Drive by and check 
it out!

Banners of SLV HS athletes 
donated by the SLV Health 
Sports Medicine providers

ALAMOSA — The Al-
amosa Elks #1297 are 
helping the community as 
best they can through the 
COVID-19 situation. With 
the  Elks National Foun-
dation (ENF) Gratitude 
Grant they were able to do-
nate $2000 to the SLV Can-
cer Relief Fund (SLVCRF) 

on Saturday  June 6th. The 
Alamosa Elks Lodge isn’t 
done however and stated 
“We are looking forward to 
applying for other Grant’s 
through the ENF to sup-
port to  the  Veterans clinic 
(CBOC)  and also our local 
food bank in the next few 
weeks.”

Elks are latest 
example of tight 
knit community
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Colorado doles out $5.5 
million in tax incentives 
to attract new company

By DEREK DRAPLIN 
The Center Square 2 hrs ago 

DENVER  – A new company is set to 
receive $5.5 million in tax incentives to 
open a second headquarters in Colorado, 
Gov. Jared Polis’ administration an-
nounced Tuesday.

Marqeta, a card and payment platform, 
will receive a $5.5 million Job Growth 
Incentive Tax Credit to open a location 
in the Denver metro area, the governor’s 
office and the Office of Economic Develop-
ment and International Trade (OEDIT) 
said in a news release on Tuesday. 

The state’s Economic Development 
Commission approved the tax credit on 
June 18 “to help secure the company’s 
second headquarter.” 

Polis welcomed the company in a 
statement and touted Colorado as “a hub 
for innovation and the entrepreneurial 
spirit.”

Critics of business subsidies, however, 
question why tax incentives are needed 
if a state already has a welcoming busi-
ness environment. 

“If Colorado’s workforce, quality of life 
and cost of doing business are so great, 
then why does the state need to bribe 
companies with millions of dollars to do 
business there? The thing is, it really 
doesn’t,” said John Mozena, president of 
the Center for Economic Accountability, 
which researches business subsidies 
and tax incentives from a “free market” 
perspective. 

The company “expects to employ over 
500 people over the next eight years,” 
including 100 full-time employees in its 
first year, according to the news release. 

The news release also states the av-
erage wages will be $134,472 annually 
for jobs ranging from “a full suite of 
corporate functions including manage-
ment, finance and business development, 
software engineering, marketing, legal, 
and operations.” 

“Colorado is an emerging leader in 
financial technology because of our high 
quality of life and talented workforce, and 
I’m very excited to have a great company 
like Marqeta make its second home in 
Colorado,” Polis said.

“This is a challenging time for many 
businesses, and we’re excited to see the 

creative ways companies are finding to 
continue growing while protecting their 
employees and customers,” he added.

Michelle Hadwiger, director of Global 
Business Development for OEDIT, said 
the company’s announcement “signals 
to the market that Colorado is a prime 
location for companies seeking a diverse 
industry base.

“Innovative companies are seeking 
lower cost markets and we are pleased 
to see a high profile segment leader 
like Marqeta join our growing financial 
technology cluster,” she added.

Mozena argues that evidence suggests 
“companies would make the exact same 
decisions about where to locate and how 
many people to hire based on fundamen-
tal business factors like workforce and 
cost of doing business even if they didn’t 
get tax incentives, since the value of those 
incentives is insignificant compared to 
something like even a one percent dif-
ference in payroll costs.

“But if a business cannot pay $5 million 
in taxes simply by saying that a tax credit 
played a big role in their decision, then 
of course they’re going to do that, and 
the politicians will happily take credit 
with voters for ‘creating jobs,’” he added. 

In the fiscal year that ended in 2019, 
the state gave out more tha $16 mil-
lion through the Job Growth Incentive 
Tax Credit program. It also offered $55 
million for Colorado Enterprise Zone 
Business Tax Credits, $16 million for 
Colorado Enterprise Zone Contribution 
Tax Credits, and $8.7 million under the 
Regional Tourism Act.

That brings the state’s tax abatement 
bill to $96.3 million.

In fiscal year 2018-19, the state brought 
in $919.8 million in total corporate in-
come tax revenue. 

That means businesses in Colorado end 
up paying more because of tax breaks to 
favored companies, Mozena says.

“Every Colorado business is paying es-
sentially a 10 percent premium on their 
state taxes to fund special tax breaks for 
a few favored companies, and business 
owners who are struggling right now to 
keep their doors open and their employ-
ees working would be justified in asking 
what they’re getting in return,” he said.
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221
HELP WANTED

THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services 
has positions for full 
time behavior interven-
tionists and/or counsel-
ors for the 2020-2021 
school year. Interested 
applicants should hold a 
valid Colorado Special 
Service Provider License 
or Teacher License.  Suc-
cessful experience with 
working with students 
with behavioral needs 
preferred. Application is 
available at the BOCES 
office or on-line www.
slvboces.org. Process 
requires application, let-
ter of interest, and three 
current letters of refer-
ence. Send completed 
application process to 
Nita McAuliffe, Director 
of Exceptional Student 
Services, SLV BOCES, 
2261 Enterprise Drive, 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or 
nmcauliffe@slvboces.
org.  Application dead-
line is July 6, 2020 or 
until positions are filled.
(7/3)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
Health is seeking quali-
fied candidate to fill a 
Plant Engineer role. The 
Plant Engineer primarily 
maintains and operate 
Electrical and HVAC 
systems, but has a wide 
variety of duties relating 
to maintenance, repair 
and installation. Please 
visit www.sanluisvalley-
health.org/careers/ for a 
full job summary.(7/3)

CDL DRIVERS AND 
Heavy Equipment Op-
erators wanted.  CDL 
Minimum 1 yr driving 
experience. Knowledge 
of Forestry Equipment 
helpful, must pass drug 
test. No Overnight driv-
ing. Send resume to: 
pagosaland@pagosa.net.
(7/10)

CONEJOS COUNTY 
SHERIFF is seeking a 
Jail Administrator.  Jail 
Administrator super-
vises staff and performs 
a variety of complex 
administrative functions 
related to jail operations, 
including: overseeing 
all jail operations; en-
suring staff and inmate 
safety and secur ity; 
developing the budget 
and monitoring overall 
expenditures; monitors 
schedules and coordinat-
ing inmate programs.  
Experience in Admin-
istrative operation of a 
Business desired.  Law 
enforcement background 
not necessary.  Pre-em-
ployment background 
check, and drug screen 
required upon offer of 
employment. County 
Application Required.  
Applications may be 
obtained at the County 
Human Resources Of-
fice 6683 County Rd. 
13, Conejos CO.  or via 
email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us.  
Deadline is Wednesday, 
June 24, 2020. Inqui-
ries call (719) 376-6799. 
EOE.(6/24) 

LOOKING TO HIRE 
year round hire man for 
large potato and grain 
farm. Must have experi-
ence. Call 719-850-2137.
(7/22)

C O N S T RU C T I O N 
HELPERS NEEDED. 
Full / Part time. Must be 
reliable and dependable. 
Call Ztec Construction 
719-992-13-96.(7/3)

SALES POSITION 
AVAILABLE. Must 
have own transportation. 
Call Ztec Construction 
719-992-1396.(7/3) 

221
HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF La Jara 
is accepting applications 
for Police Officer. Must 
be currently Colorado 
POST certified; willing 
to submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Start-
ing salary is $36,000 
with vision, dental, and 
medical insurance and 
paid holidays. Applica-
tions may be picked up 
at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway or at Colo-
rado Workforce Center in 
Alamosa.(7/3)

CLEANERS NEED-
ED! FULL and part time 
positions available. Must 
have own transportation 
and drug screening. Call 
between 8am-5pm 719-
587-2222.(7/3) 

MOFFAT SCHOOL IS 
accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: Pre-K Director/
Teacher, Kindergarten 
Teacher, Middle School 
Social Studies or Sci-
ence Teacher, 7th-12th 
Grade Math Teacher. 
For a complete job de-
scription and application 
instructions please visit 
www.moffatschools.org.
(7/3)

THE BRIDGE AT Ala-
mosa has a personal care 
provider position and 
Server position available. 
We provide exceptional 
training. Please apply 
at  WWW.centurypa.
hcshiring.com.(7/3)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
application for a Junior 
High Football coach. 
Applications can be 
downloaded at www.san-
fordschools.org. Sanford 
School is and EOE&E.
(7/3)

C O N S T RU C T I O N 
HELPER NEEDED. 
Pay dependent on experi-
ence. Call 719-849-1796.
(7/1)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
IS accepting applications 
for a highly motivated 
high school business 
teacher to work with our 
talented students who are 
our future.  Applicants 
must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License and 
be willing to become 
vocational cer tified.  
Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to join our team 
and become a part of a 
great educational cul-
ture.  Applications can be 
downloaded from the our 
website, www.sanford-
schools.org .  Position is 
opened until filled.  San-
ford School is an EOE & 
E.(7/14)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home is look-
ing for RN’s for a Day 
shift Charge Nurse Posi-
tion. We Would Love 
for you to Come join 
our team! Must have a 
current license and CPR 
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th st 
in Del Norte Co or call 
719-657-1105 Ask for 
Susan or Chelcy. (RVI is 
EOE).(7/1)

RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing home in Del 
Norte Co is seeking a 
Director of Nursing must 
have a current Colora-
do license and in good 
standing. We offer in-
surance and competitive 
wages if interested please 
stop in @ 1335 6th st to 
apply or if you have any 
questions please feel free 
to contact us @ 719-657-
1105 ask for Susan.(RVI 
is EOE).(7/1) 

221
HELP WANTED

COSTILLA COUN-
TY IS seeking a full-
time Options for Long 
Term Care case man-
ager who will primarily 
work in Conejos County 
and some travel to Cos-
tilla County. Responsi-
bilities include: Intake/
screening/referral and 
assessment of client’s 
needs, development of 
care plans, manage-
ment of a caseload and 
interviewing cl ients 
including conducting 
home visits. Ability 
to meet deadlines in a 
fast-paced work envi-
ronment a must. Bach-
elor’s Degree in a hu-
man services field So-
ciology/Psychology or 
Humanities preferred. 
Bi-lingual skills a plus. 
Experience as a case 
manager with the long 
term care client popula-
tion may substitute for 
the required education 
on a year by year basis. 
Background check and 
pre-employment drug 
screening are required. 
Position is open until 
filled. Costilla County 
Public Health Agency 
is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Costilla 
County Public Health 
Agency has the right to 
refuse any and all ap-
plications. Applications 
are available on the 
Costilla County website 
at https://colorado.gov/
pacific/costillacoun-
ty under the Jobs tab 
or call 719-672-3332.
(7/18)

1ST SOUTHWEST 
BANK is experiencing 
significant growth and 
is looking for a Special-
ized Lender with SBA 
experience and a Spe-
cialized Loan Assis-
tant/Processor, offering 
a strong benefit package 
& career growth op-
portunities. EOE. Go to 
https://www.fswb.bank/
who-we-are/careers/ for 
more details & to apply.
(6/26)

ALAMOSA COUN-
T Y  E M P L O Y E -
MENT Opportunities, 
Job Descriptions, and 
Applications are avail-
able on the County’s 
website www.alamo-
sacounty.org.(7/10)

M E L’ S  C U S T O M 
M E AT P r o c ess i ng 
looking for rel iable 
and dependable person. 
No experience needed. 
Apply in person after 
5:30pm. 602 2nd Ave, 
Romeo.(7/8)

THE GREAT SAND 
Dunes Oasis is now 
hiring summer seasonal 
positions for cashiers, 
dishwashers, cooks, 
store clerks, and clean-
ers. To schedule an 
interview please call 
(719)378-2222.(6/26)

221
HELP WANTED

E L E M E N T A R Y 
TEACHER NEED-
ED at Del Norte El-
ementary School for 
the 2020/2021 school 
year. We are seeking 
a  ha rdwork ing and 
enthusiastic teaching 
professional to join our 
dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team. Please 
submit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Principal 
at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4030. Applications 
can be picked up at the 
District Office or online 
at:dncsd.org. (6/30)

ACCEP T I NG R E -
SUMES FOR Assistant 
Administrator position 
with Tri-County Senior 
Citizens and Housing. 
Must be proficient in 
Microsoft suite. (Word, 
Excel, Publisher) Prior 
experience in bookkeep-
ing or accounting. Must 
be well organized, detail 
and deadline oriented. 
Will assist with day to 
day operation of Se-
nior Center and Senior 
Apartments. Must relate 
well with people. Will 
plan activities, events 
and trips. Will prepare 
newsletter and reports 
for board review, will 
keep website current. 
Full time position 35-40 
hours per week Monday-
Friday. Mail resumes to 
311 Washington Street, 
Monte Vista, CO 81144 
or emai l  to mary@
tricountyseniors.com.
(6/26)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the 
Valley Courier. Contact 
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

267
WORK WANTED

AVAILABLE: EXPE-
RIENCED PRIVATE 
personal care provider. 
Light housework, baths, 
toi le t i ng,  d ressing, 
meals, geriatric exercis-
es. 719-587-9442.(7/1)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

GRASS HAY 2019. 500 
small bales $5.00 each. 
Call 719-588-2553.(7/1)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. Small 
bales, horse hay quality. 
Come cow hay. Certified 
USDA. Call Ed 719-852-
3069.(7/14)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

Public Notices

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory

“San Luis Valley Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BO-
CES) will be conducting a record and file update this summer. We will 
be destroying all special education records of students whose files 
have been closed since July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  This effects 
students from Alamosa, Centennial, Center Creede, Del Norte, Mof-
fat, Monte Vista, Mountain Valley, North Conejos, Sanford, Sangre de 
Cristo, Sargent, Sierra Grande and South Conejos school districts. If 
any students or guardians want their complete file you can request it 
from the SLV BOCES office at 719 589-5851 on or before July 2nd, 
2020”.
Please include students Name, date of birth and your relationship to 
the student. Identification will be required.
No. 1469
Published in the Valley Courier on June 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 
17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 27, 30, and July 1, 2020.

DISTRICT COURT, ALAMOSA COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO

Civil Action No. 2020 CV 030023, Division No. C
SUMMONS (BY PUBLICATION)
CARL DEAL and FRANCES DEAL,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
WARREN H. DEAL aka WARREN HARRISON DEAL,
and all other persons who claim as heirs, devisees, creditors or other-
wise under said defendants, and all unknown persons who claim any 
interest in the subject matter of this action,
Defendants.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to appear and defend 
against the claims of the Complaint filed with the Court in this action, 
by filing with the Clerk of this Court an answer or other response. You 
are required to file you answer or other response within thirty days 
after the service of this Summons upon you. Service of this Summons 
shall be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of the 
Complaint may be obtained from the Clerk of the Court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the Complaint in 
writing within thirty days after the date of the last publication, judg-
ment by default may be rendered against you by the Court for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint without further notice to you.
This is an action to quiet title to the following described property situ-
ate in the County of Alamosa and State of Colorado, to-wit::
The SW?NW?SW? of Section 23, Township 38 North, Range 11 East, 
N.M.P.M.,
(the “Property”), free and clear of all liens and encumbrances.
DATED: June 9, 2020.
MOTZ LAW FIRM, LLC
By /s/ Jeffrey E. Motz
Paul E. Motz, Reg. No. 7740
Jeffrey E. Motz, Reg. No. 35972
Attorneys for Plaintiff
410 San Juan Avenue
P. O. Box 779
Alamosa, Colorado   81101
Telephone: (719) 589-6676
Published in  The Valley Courier    
First Publication Date: June 17, 2020  
Last Publication Date: July 15, 2020
No. 1492
Published in the Valley Courier on June 17, 24, July 1, 8, and 15, 
2020.

District Court

Alamosa County, Colorado
Court Address: 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101
In the Matter of the Estate of Joaquin Cantu Jr.
Deceased
Case Number 2020PR4
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address)
Angelina Nincehelser
5385 South Valdai Way
Aurora, CO 80015
NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO 15-12-
801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Joaquin Cantu Jr., Deceased
Case Number 2020PR4
All persons having claims against the above named estate are re-
quired to present them to the personal representative or to
District Court of Alamosa County, Colorado
on or before October 17, 2020(date), or the claims may be forever 
barred.
Angelina Nincehelser
5385 South Valdai Way
Aurora, CO 80015
No. 1493
Published in the Valley Courier on June 17, 24, and July 1, 2020.

The Town of Sanford is accepting bids to complete a roofing proj-
ect for two well houses. For more information please contact Tim 
Crowther at SanfordPW@outlook.com. 
No. 1500
Published in the Valley Courier on June 24, 26, 27, 30, July 1,and 
3, 2020.

INVITATION FOR BIDS

San Luis Valley Regional Airport at Bergman Field
Alamosa, Colorado
Project No. ALS 20-01
Sealed bids, subject to the conditions contained herein, for improve-
ments to the San Luis Valley Regional Airport at Bergman Field, Ala-
mosa, CO, Project No. ALS 20-01 will be received by the San Luis 
Valley Regional Airport at Bergman Field , County Administration 
Building, Alamosa, Colorado, 81101, until Thursday, July 16, 2020, at 
1:00 p.m., and then publicly opened and read aloud.
The work involved will include the following:
Schedule I – New Fuel Facility
The approximate quantities of major bid items involved in the pro-
posed work are:
Construction for this project is expected to take 44 calendar day(s).  
Contract Documents.  The complete set of Specifications and Con-
tract Documents can be downloaded from Jviation, Inc.’s bid site 
(http://bid.jviation.com), beginning on June 25, 2020.  In order to sub-
mit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive all neces-
sary addendum(s) for this project, you must be on the Planholder’s 
List.  To view all planholder documents (contract documents, plans 
and addendums) you must fill out the online form located at (http://
www.jviation.com/bid-request). By filling out and submitting this form, 
you agree to be publicly listed on the bid site with your contact infor-
mation as a planholder for all projects requested. It is the planholder’s 
responsibility to review the site for addendums and changes before 
submitting their proposal. For additional information, please contact 
us via email at bidinfo@jviation.com. 
*Note that contractors will NOT be automatically added to new proj-
ects. You will need to re-submit the online form for access to new 
projects. Once granted access, additional projects will use your same 
login credentials.  Note: Plan ahead when submitting the online re-
quest form and allow up to 2 business days for approval and access 
to projects.
Pre-Bid Conference.  The pre-bid conference for this project will be 
held on July 2, 2020 at 1:00 p.m, in the Airport Fire Station at the 
San Luis Valley Regional Airport-Bergman Field, 2500 State Avenue, 
Alamosa, CO.  All bidders are required to examine the site to become 
familiar with all site conditions.
Bid Conditions.  The bidder is required to provide all information as 
required within the Contract Documents.  The bidder is required to bid 
on all items of every schedule or as otherwise detailed in the Instruc-
tions to Bidders.
Bids may be held by the Owner for a period not to exceed 90 calendar 
days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of evaluating 
bids prior to award of contract.
The right is reserved, as Owner may require, to reject any and all bids 
and to waive any informality in the bids received. 
All questions regarding the bid are to be directed Jon Weeks, PE 
with Jviation, Inc., 900 South Broadway, Suite 350, Denver, Colorado 
80209, (303) 524-3030, Fax: (303) 524-3031, or email Jon.Weeks@
jviation.com.
Bid Bond.  Guarantee will be required with each bid as a certified 
check on a solvent bank or a Bid Bond in the amount of five (5)% of 
the total amount of the bid, made payable to the Owner.
Title VI Solicitation Notice:  The Owner, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 USC 
§§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders 
or offerors that it will affirmatively ensure that any contract entered 
into pursuant to this advertisement, select disadvantaged business 
enterprises or airport concession disadvantaged business enterpris-
es will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response 
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award 
Alamosa County
Colorado
No. 1501
Published in the Valley Courier on June 24, and 30, 2020.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

163
LOST & FOUND

LO ST A PA I R of 
men’s black work boots 
on W. Hwy 160 on way 
to a fire call. 4/2 ap-
prox. 4:30pm west of 
Budweiser before Del 
Viento Road. If found 
please call 719-580-
0398.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tion at Alamosa High 
School for the 2020-
2021 school year: Sci-
ence Teacher Must pos-
sess a Colorado Teacher 
License and an endorse-
ment  in  Seconda r y 
Science. Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosa.
k12.co.us. For more 
information, contact 
Mindi Van Ry at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE.(7/3)

T H E  S I E R R A 
G R A N D E  S c h o o l 
District is accepting 
applications an Ele-
mentary Pre-School 
Paraprofessional.  Ap-
plicants should sub-
mit a completed ap-
plication form, resume, 
copy of transcript to 
Mr. Manuel Montano, 
Elementary Principal, 
Sierra Grande School 
District, 17523 Hwy. 
160, Blanca, CO 81123. 
Applications can be 
fou nd  on  t he  D is -
trict’s website: www.
sier ragrandeschool.
net. For more infor-
mation please contact 
Mr. Manuel Montano, 
Elementary Principal 
at 719-379-3257 or 719-
289-6111. Position open 
until filled. EOE.(7/3)
SLV BREWERY & 
ROAST CAFÉ hiring 
kitchen, server, barista, 
and host positions. Call 
or email Scott:  719-
580-1922;  scott@slv-
brewco.com.(7/3)

221
HELP WANTED

LOCAL FOODS LO-
CAL PLACES initia-
tive seeks a part-time, 
seasonal mobile kitchen 
“MOKI” Coordinator. 
See full job descrip-
tion and how to apply 
at www.slvlocalfoods.
org .(7/3)

THE TOWN OF San-
ford is accepting appli-
cations for a Police Of-
ficer. Candidates must be 
Colorado POST certified 
and willing to submit 
to psychological, back-
ground, and criminal his-
tory checks. Applications 
will be accepted until the 
position is filled, applica-
tions may be picked up 
at Sanford Town Hall, 
390 Greenleaf Street on 
Mondays & Tuesdays.
(7/3)

THE TOWN OF San-
ford is accepting appli-
cation for the Position of 
Town Clerk/Treasurer. 
Candidates must be will-
ing to submit to back-
ground, and criminal his-
tory checks. Applications 
will be accepted until the 
position is filled, applica-
tions may be picked up 
at Sanford Town Hall, 
390 Greenleaf Street on 
Mondays & Tuesdays.
(7/3)

COME BE PART of 
something incredible- 
join the team at Centen-
nial School District R-1! 
We are currently seeking 
community-minded, stu-
dent-centered educators 
for the following posi-
tions: High School Social 
Studies and K-12 Music. 
We also have exciting 
grant-funded positions 
for a work-based learning 
coordinator/alternative 
education teacher, Fri-
day School/ Family En-
gagement Coordinator, 
and a Restorative Justice 
Coach. You can also join 
our athletics department 
as a High School Boys 
Basketball Coach, High 
School Cheer Coach, 
Wrestling Coach,Track 
Coach, or Cross-Coun-
try Coach. To apply 
for one of these posi-
tions visit https://www.
centennial.k12.co.us/o/
centen n ia l- r1/page /
teaching-certified-staff-
positions or send resume, 
cover letter, unofficial 
transcripts, three current 
letters of reference, and a 
copy of any appropriate 
licenses to tmelster@
centennialschool.net. It’s 
a great time to become a 
Ram!(7/15)

SEEKING STORE 
MANAGER - MUST 
have retail experience, 
extensive plant/garden-
ing knowledge, MED 
Badge and be able to 
lift 60+ lbs. Email re-
sume to: AlamosaGar-
denSupply@gmail.com.
(6/30)



330
FREE

FREE TIRES. YOU 
haul off. Approx. 80. 
Cal l 970-901-6628.
(6/27)

341 - GARAGE 
SALES

MOVING SALE! 211 
La Veta Ave., Alamosa. 
7am - ? Saturday June 
27.(6/27)

SAT. 6/247 185 4th St. 
Del Norte, 8am-1pm. 
Garden tools, power 
tools, hand tools, fur-
niture, and household 
items.(6/27)

YARD SALE JUNE 
25th & 26th. 8am-3pm, 
June 27th. 8am-1pm. 
1645 Newcomb Ave., 
Monte Vista. House-
wares furniture and 
Miscellaneous.(6/27)

351
LIVESTOCK

SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls 
and semen sales Brink 
Livestock Services ad-
min@brinklivestock.
net www.br inklive-
stock.net 88-641-3750 
/ 719-480-3932.(7/15)

HERITAGE BREED 
TURKEY POULTS 
- Burbon Reds from 
free range parents. $20 
each or $35 for 2. Lim-
ited number available. 
Ready to butcher at 28 
weeks (toms average 
30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) 
Straight run only. 719-
850-2832.(TFN-E)

PIGS FOR SA LE 
$1.00 lb. live weight. 
570-395-0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

S PA N I S H  R O O F 
TILES. Ezload large 
lo t .  72 0 -2 01-3857.
(7/13)

NEW / STILL in Box 
Swimming pool for 
Sale. 15ft diameter. 
Paid $700 will take 
$500. Call 719-480-
9893.(6/30)

FOR SALE ELEC-
TRIC Hospital Bed 
$600. Call 719-480-
4848.(6/27)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS.  Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
B E  S PAY E D  O R 
N E U T E R E D  B E -
FOR E GOI NG TO 
THEIR NEW HOME. 
(TFN)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PI E S who ne e d  a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the 
euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the 
number one way to 
stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has 
had puppies contact 
us. We will take the 
puppies into our res-
cue and spay the mama 
dog for free after the 
puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & 
gas money to get the 
dogs to us to help in 
this situation. Spay/
neuter is one of the 
greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
g o o d  r e s p o n s i b l e 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR 
mouser s?  Wa nt  t o 
adopt kit tens? Help 
trap/neuter/release ef-
for ts? Donate food/
litter/supplies? Low 
cost spay/neuter clinic 
for cats. http://www.
catsaliveslv.com 719-
298-7028. (TFN)

F R EE TO GOOD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BA R N CATS. 
Spay/neuter cl in ics 
coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Don-
na K 719-589-5952 or 
719-580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

L O O K I N G  F O R 
USED but  in  good 
condition electric lift 
recliner chair. Call 719-
580-6599.(6/27)

LOOKING FOR A 2 
or 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home 1981 or higher for 
$15,000 or under. Call or 
text 719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

2 - H O M E S ,  5 . 2 
ACRES, 3 wells, RV 
spot with all hookups, 
chicken house, corrals. 
$175,000. Call 970-640-
9562.(7/25)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

525
GUNS

Z ACH’S EU RO -
PEAN MOUNTS. 
Professional work, 
low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM 2 bath 
rent in La Jara. Not 
pets. Washer / Dryer 
hookups. Call 719-
274-5981.(6/26)

R E N T  1  B E D -
RO OM Apt  A la -
mosa some utilities 
included 800-641-
3750 / 719-480-3932.
(7/15)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

606 - BUS. PROP. 
FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
rent. Completely reno-
vated. New electrical, 
plumbing, and ther-
mal windows. Classic 
1800sq.ft. style faced 
located on high visibility 
lot on Grande Ave., Del 
Norte. 719-657-0776 for 
appointment.(6/30)

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 

Next to TSJC 1 per-
s on ,  Wa sh e r  a nd 
Dryer. Utilities in-
c lud e d .  719 -58 0 -
4689.(7/3)

713 - PICK-UP 
TRUCKS

F350 1 TON dually 
with 12ft bed. 61,000 
miles. $5800 / OBO. 
Call 720-201-3857.
(7/22)

737
RVS

1 9 8 7  N O M A D 

T R AV EL t r a i le r. 
25t h  f i f t h  wheel . 
1-owner  or ig ina l . 
$5,0 0 0  obo.  Ca l l 
719-580-2290.(6/26)
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Classifieds

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.

Casita del 
Sol

1405 W. 11th Street
Alamosa, CO 

589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: My friend 
“Lauren” and her husband 
separated for a few months 
last summer. During the 
separation, she had a short 
fling with my friend “Zack,” 
whom she met at my house. 
Lauren decided to continue 
her marriage and, obviously, 
chose to stop seeing Zack.

 A few months ago, Zack 
came to a party I threw. 
Lauren wasn’t able to make 
it. Everyone had a few mar-
garitas, and as the night 
ended, I found myself having 
sex with Zack for the first 
time since our friendship 
began 10 or so years ago. It 
was so great, and we decided 
to do it again. I wasn’t sure 
I should tell Lauren, even 
though she’s a married 
woman, because I was afraid 
it might upset her.

 A week ago, Zack con-
fessed that he may be in love 
with me, and I feel the same 
way toward him. I decided 
to go ahead and tell Lauren, 
since my relationship with 
Zack is getting serious. She 
reacted terribly. She was 
furious and accused me of 
“betraying” her and trying 
to “one-up” her. She said I 
should have known how she 
felt about him and that I’m a 
terrible friend for having sex 
with him, let alone falling 
in love. Abby, are her feel-
ings justified? Am I in the 
wrong? Or are we all still 
adults? -- ACCIDENTALLY 
IN LOVE

 DEAR ACCIDENTAL-
LY IN LOVE: Lauren’s 

feelings justified? Heck, no! 
If you and Lauren are still 
speaking, “remind” her that 
when she went back to her 
husband, she relinquished 
all claims on the man she 
slept with in the interim. 
He’s entitled to a life and 
so are you. If I were you, 
I’d distance myself from 
this woman. She shouldn’t 
begrudge you for enjoying 
someone she can’t enjoy 
herself. Shame on her.

 DEAR ABBY: I’m a stu-
dent at an art school, and 
I’m struggling with anxiety 
and depression. I have been 
on lockdown in my home-
town due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, isolated from my 
friends and unable to social-
ize with others. Sometimes 
when I watch the news I 
become very anxious, and 
I wonder if there’s a light 
at the end of these dark 
times. What should I do? 
-- ANXIETY-RIDDEN IN 
ATLANTA

 DEAR ANXIETY-RID-
DEN: Welcome to the club! 
If you think you have been 
alone in experiencing these 
emotions, you couldn’t be 
more wrong. Many people 
feel just the way you do 
-- anxious, isolated and 
depressed.

 You can manage negative 
emotions by getting out of 
the house and exercising 
-- alone or with friends or 
neighbors -- while staying 
a social distance apart -- 
and keeping in touch with 
friends and classmates 

using your computer and 
cellphone. There’s no reason 
you couldn’t collaborate with 
some of them on an art proj-
ect and create something 
spectacular using those 
devices. 

 Remind yourself that this 
quarantine is temporary. It 
isn’t going to last forever. 
Unless you have an underly-
ing health condition or some-
one in your household does, 
you can mingle with others 
wearing a face covering and 
keeping your distance. From 
what I have been observing, 
some relationships have 
been strengthened as people 
reach out to comfort and help 
each other. A surefire way 
to overcome the blues is to 
start thinking about what 
you can do for someone else, 
even if it’s just a phone call 
to say, “I’m thinking about 
you. How are you doing?”

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

Women’s attraction to man 

complicates their friendship

THE GRIZZWELLS
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CELEBRITY CIPHER

BIG NATE
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Sports

Grizzlies notch 22 All Americans for 2020 Indoor 
Track Season

NEW ORLEANS – All-Americans for the 2020 
NCAA Division II Indoor Track & Field season were 
announced on Tuesday by the U.S. Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches Association (USTFCCCA).

Normal policies dictate that All-America honors are 
awarded based on classifications of performance at the 
NCAA Championships.

Due to the cancellation of the NCAA Division II 
Indoor Track & Field Championships, the Executive 

Committee adopted the following criteria:
Based on the posted startlist for the national cham-

pionships announced by the NCAA, the following will 
be recognized as All-America for the 2020 indoor track 
& field season:

Individual events: ALL student-athletes listed on 
the startlist for the anticipated event.

Relay events: The four student-athletes per antici-
pated relay who produced the performance that was 

declared and accepted into their event.
There will not be a distinction of “first-team” or 

“second-team” to these recognitions.
A total of 716 honors were handed out to 117 differ-

ent institutions on Tuesday.
The Grizzlies were one of seven institutions with 

more than 20 All-Americans, and tied for 5th overall 
with 22 total. The athletes who earned honors are 
listed below:

Adams State Men’s Indoor Track & Field All-Americans
MEN All-America Distance Medley Relay  Carson Bix  SO Adams State RMAC E
MEN All-America 3000 Meters   Carson Bix  SO Adams State RMAC E
MEN All-America Distance Medley Relay  David Cardenas  FR Adams State RMAC E
MEN All-America Distance Medley Relay  Godfrey Chama  JR Adams State RMAC E
MEN All-America Mile    Paddy Robb  SR Adams State RMAC E
MEN All-America 3000 Meters   Isaiah Rodarte  JR Adams State RMAC E
MEN All-America Distance Medley Relay  Jonah Vigil  FR Adams State RMAC E

MEN All-America 400 Meters   Jonah Vigil  FR Adams State RMAC E

Adams State Women’s Indoor Track & Field All-Americans
 WOMEN All-America 5000 Meters  Kaylee Bogina  SR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 3000 Meters  Kaylee Bogina  SR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America Mile   Stephanie Cotter  SO Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America Distance Medley Relay Stephanie Cotter  SO Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 3000 Meters  HaLeigh Hunter-Galvan SR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 5000 Meters  HaLeigh Hunter-Galvan SR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America Distance Medley Relay HaLeigh Hunter-Galvan SR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America Distance Medley Relay Nicole Lawrence  FR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 3000 Meters  Piper Meuwissen  JR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 5000 Meters  Piper Meuwissen  JR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 5000 Meters  Brianna Robles  FR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America Distance Medley Relay Jessica Simon  FR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America 60 Meter Hurdles  Oweneika Watson  SR Adams State RMAC E
WOMEN All-America Long Jump  Oweneika Watson  SR Adams State RMAC E

Full article and list can be found here: http://www.ustfccca.org/2020/05/featured/2020-ncaa-division-ii-indoor-track-field-all-america

Sportswriters have adapted to other newsroom roles
 By ROB TORNOE
Digital Publishing

It was March 11 when 
Andy Larsen realized his 
job at the Salt Lake Tri-
bune was about to change 
dramatically.

Larsen was at ground 
zero of COVID-19’s impact 
on professional sports. As 
a beat reporter covering 
the Utah Jazz, Larsen was 
in the arena during the 
team’s matchup against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
when the game was quickly 
canceled before tipoff after 
center Rudy Gobert tested 
positive for coronavirus.

Larsen and a handful of 
other Jazz and Thunder beat 
reporters from other publica-
tions were isolated on the 
court until the early hours of 
the next morning, then had 
to remain in self-quarantine 
for 14 days. Larsen ulti-
mately tested negative, but 
he knew that night his role 
as a journalist was suddenly 
going to change, and there’s 
no telling when it will ever 
return to normal.

“I was on CNN with Don 
Lemon the night of Okla-
homa City. I will never be on 
CNN ever again. That’s just 
the reality of it,” Larsen said.

Larsen and hundreds 
of other sports journalists 
across the country have 
suddenly been forced to 
adapt quickly thanks to an 
indefinite pause in sports 
forced by the spread of the 
coronavirus. Those that 
haven’t been furloughed 
have been forced into news 
coverage, where innovative 
organizations have quickly 
come to realize the value in 
throwing their sports team 
onto coverage of the fast-
moving pandemic.

The Tribune has two full-
time Jazz beat writers, so 
with games paused, Larsen 
drew on his background 
as a math major in college 
and successfully pivoted to 
become a data reporter. He 
focuses his energy these days 
on filing three coronavirus 
data columns a week, and 
despite such a drastic and 
immediate shift in topics, 
Larsen isn’t lacking for story 
ideas.

“There’s a whole bunch of 
data on this thing,” Larsen 
said. “You can attack it from 
the epidemiological point of 
view or look at all the fancy 
graphs on whether or not 
you’re flattening the curve…
I’ve basically got a whole list 
of ideas I check in on every 
day or so.”

In one column, Larsen 
examined how the R num-
ber—basically the number 
of people someone with 
coronavirus is likely to 
infect—was changing in 
both Utah and across the 
country, and how it impacts 
the decision to open up parts 
of society again. Thanks to 
the overwhelming interest of 
stir-crazy people looking for 
information about getting 
back to normal, the column 
was extremely popular, 
something that has Larsen 
considering a dual writing 
role whenever NBA games 
return to some version of 
normal.

It shouldn’t come as a 

surprise that sports jour-
nalists have been able to 
quickly adapt to the chang-
ing circumstances created 
by the coronavirus. The 
diversity of a typical beat 
writer’s portfolio includes 
hard deadline game stories, 
breaking news transactions, 
contemplative analysis and 
full-fledged feature writing. 
Add to that hosting the oc-
casional podcast and some 
hardcore data analysis and 
you’re talking about a wide 
array of skills that come in 
handy covering a virus most 
on Earth have never ever 
seen or dealt with.

Larsen is far from alone.
At the Philadelphia In-

quirer, where I work, several 
sports reporters have been 
repositioned on various 
news desks. Longtime col-
umnist Frank Fitzpatrick 
has been using his focus on 
history to uncover relevant 
stories about contagions 
from the city’s past. Colum-
nist Mike Sielski and high 
school sports reporter Phil 
Anastasia have filed uplift-
ing coronavirus stories in the 
UpSide, the Inquirer’s “good 
news” section. Sports editor 
Gary Miles has the grim 
task overseeing the mount-
ing number of obituaries 
resulting from the deadly 
pandemic.

At the Washington Post, 
sports features writer Kent 
Babb has churned out sev-
eral engaging features, 
including a former Texas 
nurse who left his family in 
Texas to volunteer in New 
York City, which was over-
whelmed by the coronavirus. 
New York Times sports 
editor Ben Hoffman now 
works on At Home, a sec-
tion aiming to help readers 
adapt to the new confines 
of their sheltered lives. 
Across the Hudson River at 
NJ.com, 11 sports reporters 
came together to create a 
coronavirus resource desk 
that creates stories, list-
ings and resource guides 
on everything from where 
to get tested for COVID-19 
to how to get beer and wine 
delivered in New Jersey.

“It’s a reminder that 
sportswriters aren’t lesser 
journalists. They’re special-
ists,” King Kaufman, the 
senior audio producer for 
the San Francisco Chronicle, 
wrote on Twitter. “Any 
sportswriter could trade jobs 
with a general assignment 
news reporter. The reverse 
isn’t true.”

While many sports jour-
nalists have been turned 
into full-time coronavirus re-
porters, countless others are 
something in-between—still 
covering their coronavirus-
impacted beats while offer-
ing news stories on a variety 
of local developments.

Amie Just still covers the 
New Orleans Saints for the 
Advocate, but she’s also 
broadened her beat to report 
on just about every sport in 
the city and how they’ve been 
impacted by COVID-19. 
That means digital-only 
pieces on a smorgasbord 
of topics, everything from 
how coronavirus is impact-
ing the largest 10K race in 
Louisiana to when and how 

Saints games will be played 
this season.

“Right now I’m drawing 
a lot from my experience at 
my first job (at the Missou-
lian in Montana) because I 
had to be creative not just 
with my story ideas, but all 
of the different story angles 
to one idea or concept,” 
Just said.

She also creates six daily 
visualizations of corona-
virus statistics for NOLA.
com’s popular numbers 
page, which among other 

things features the death 
toll in Louisiana and the 
number of patients on 
ventilators. Just’s favorite 
feature is a bar chart race 
she created with Google 
Flourish that shows the 
growth of COVID-19 cases 
in the city’s top 15 par-
ishes.

“We’ve seen a lot of suc-
cess with this. People come 
to it every day, and I think 
it goes to show that not 
everybody learns by read-
ing,” Just said. “We need to 

be cognizant of how people 
consume information. Be-
cause sometimes, pictures 
are better than words.”

Most sports reporters 
are used to working re-
motely, so that part isn’t 
new to Just. But she typi-
cally works out of coffee 
shops and restaurants 
(and the occasional wine 
garden) and admitted find-
ing it difficult to work from 
home day in and day out, 
despite the company of her 
cactus, Herman.

“I like working around 
town, and getting out and 
seeing people and just 
being a part of the com-
munity. So that’s been the 
biggest change for me,” 
Just said. “I do feel like my 
life has been less disrupted 
than a lot of people because 
my job is mostly remote, 
at least in the offseason.”

But she added, “Now, 
ask me the same question 
if football gets canceled, 
and then we may have a 
different conversation.”
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Lifestyle
Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser and AARP 

ElderWatch caution consumers
 AARP Elder-

Watch Survey 

Finds Colora-

dans Could 

Take More Pre-

cautions with 

their Personal 

Information 
 
DENVER  — Fraud, 

scams and identity 
theft can negatively 
affect Coloradans of all 
ages and backgrounds 
at any time. A new 
survey report, released 
by AARP ElderWatch, 
shares data about on-
line behaviors, expe-
riences with scams, 
instances of identity 
theft and measures 
used to avoid fraud 
by adults (18-plus) in 
Colorado.

 “Protecting Colorado 
consumers and provid-
ing tools and resources 
with which they can 
de fend  themse lves 
from scams and fraud 
is one of our top pri-
orities,” said Attorney 
General Phil Weiser. 
“This survey provides 
valuable information 
about scams targeting 
Coloradans and iden-
tifies important steps 
they can take to avoid 
falling victim to them.”

 The survey, Fraud 
Experience and Pre-
vention Among Colora-
dans 18-Plus, explored 
the behaviors, experi-
ences, potential expo-
sure and feelings about 
fraud and identity theft 
of adults in Colorado. 
Some key findings from 
the survey include:

 
• Many Colora-

dans believe they have 
been the targets of IRS 
(68%), Tech Support 
(61%), and Social Se-
curity Administration 
(51%) imposter scams, 
with those ages 50 
older more likely than 
younger to say so to 
each.

• N e a r l y  h a l f 
(49%) of all Coloradans 
say they or someone 
they know has expe-
rienced identity theft 
and half (51%) of them 
lost money to the inci-
dent.

• While most Col-
oradans are concerned 
(73% very/somewhat) 
about becoming a vic-
tim of identity theft, 
most have not taken 
certain measures that 
could help prevent 
identity theft from oc-
curring. About one in 
four (28%) Coloradans 
requested their free 
annual credit report in 
the last 12 months, less 
than a quarter (22%) 
placed a freeze on their 
credit report and one-
third (33%) had placed 
a fraud alert on their 
credit report.

“It is clear through 
these survey results 
that Coloradans are 
concerned about their 
exposure to scams and 
having their identity 
compromised, but they 
are not taking enough 
proper precautions to 
reduce their risk,” said 
Mark Fetterhoff, AARP 
ElderWatch. 

For tips on avoiding 
fraud and scams visit 
the Colorado Attorney 
General ’s consumer 
protection education 
website:  www.stop-
fraudcolorado.gov. To 
report or inquire about 
a potential scam call 
the AARP ElderWatch 
helpline: 1-800-222-
4444, option 2.

About the Survey
AARP ElderWatch 

Survey: Fraud Expe-
rience and Prevention 
Among Coloradans 18+

In April 2020, AARP 
engaged Alan New-
man Research (ANR) 
to conduct a quantita-
tive research study 
among Colorado resi-
dents ages 18+ to gauge 
their vulnerability to 
and experience with 
fraud, and their use of 

certain preventative 
measures.  ANR com-
pleted a total of 1,006 
telephone interviews. 
The sample of 1,006 
respondents yields a 
maximum statistical 
error of 3.1% at the 95% 
level of confidence. The 
survey was launched 
on April 26, 2020 and 
closed on May 8, 2020. 

AARP ElderWatch

AARP ElderWatch 
is  a  program with 
the Colorado Attorney 
General and AARP; its 
mission is to ensure 
that no older adults are 
left to suffer, alone and 
in silence, at the hands 
of those who exploit 
them. The program 
fights the financial 
exploitation of older 
Coloradans through 

education and out-
reach, data collection 
and the providing of 
assistance.

 AARP
AARP is the nation’s 

largest nonprofit, non-
partisan organization 
dedicated to empow-
ering Americans 50 
and older to choose 
how they live as they 
age. With nearly 38 

million members and 
offices in every state, 
the District  of  Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, AARP works 
to strengthen commu-
nities and advocate for 
what matters most to 
families with a focus 
on health security, 
financial stability and 
personal fulfillment.


