Veneman to retire from SLV
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Coming
Saturday:

ALAMOSA — Trig-
gered: How one of Colo-
rado’s smallest protests
becameits most violent.
An in-depth look at the
shooter and victim from
the downtown Alamosa
shooting on June 4 and
what may have led to
it will appear in these
pages tomorrow.

REC Board
Meeting

MONTE VISTA — The
SLV Rural Electric Com-
pany announced the
regularboardofdirectors
meetingis scheduled for
Tuesday, June 30, 2020
at the office located at
3625 US Highway 160 W,
Monte Vista, CO 81144.
The meeting begins at
9:30 a.m.

Follow
us on

Facebook -
Alamosa
Valley Courier

SLV WEATHER

Stray Showers 87 / 45

Sat: Partly Cloud
86/45 y
Fri: Mostly Sunn
84/%8 y
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Shooting victim recovering here

By SUSAN GREENE
Special to the Courier

ALAMOSA - Danny
Pruitt, the driver shotby a
protester June 4, was dis-
charged from the hospital
Wednesday and is back in
Alamosarecoveringwith a
.38calibre slugin hishead.

“He is very pleased to
have been released and
very excited about get-
ting to see his daughter.
He is looking forward to
trying to get his life back
together,” said Tom Me-

tier, his personal injury
lawyer

Pruitt, 49, is a disabled
Army veteran who moved
from Texas to Colorado a
few years ago. He owns
some property in the San-
grede CristoRanchesnear
Fort Garland, where he
has been building a cabin
to live with his 5-year-old
daughter.

He apparently was
headed for a burger in
downtown Alamosa June
4 when he stopped his

pickup truck, at least
partially, at a red light
on Main Street and State
Avenue, then accelerated
toward the group of pro-
testers marching there in
the aftermath of George
Floyd’s killing by police
in Minneapolis.

One of the protesters,
Alamosa defense attor-
ney James Marshall, 27,
pulled out a Glock and
shot Pruitt in the back
of his head. Pruitt man-
aged to stop his truck for

Alamosa airport flies to
new heights

By STEPHEN
JIRON
Courier Interim Editor

ALAMOSA — Ala-
mosa’s Airport reached a
new boarding milestone
and is now in line for a
hefty reward. The airport
will be eligible to receive
$1,000,000 in federal
funding thanks to break-
ing 100,000 enplanements
for the first time in the
airport’s history.

Airport Manager Will
Hickman presented tothe
Board of County Commis-
sioners on Wednesday.

As apublicly owned air-
port, Alamosa is eligible
for the Airport Improve-
ment Program (AIP) En-
titlement Funds through
the National Plan of In-
tegrated Airport Systems
(NPIAS).

Entitlement Funds are
allocated annually on a
tiered system based on en-
planements. A rough defi-
nition of an enplanement
is a departing passenger,
meaning Alamosa would
only get credit for passen-
gers departing from their
airport and not connecting
flights that pass through
Alamosa. Anywhere from
0-8,000 enplanements
would grant an airport
$150,000, which is where
Alamosa has been land-
ing in years past. From
8,000-10,000 enplane-
ments and airports see
their entitlement funds

grow to $600,000. For
the 2019 calendar year,
Alamosa cleared 10,000
enplanements and will be
expecting $1,000,000 in
entitlement funds.

“Our goal was really to
get to eight thousand,”
said Hickman “and then
we kept on working and
calling a lot of the charter
non-scheduled part 135
operators that fly into-
and-out-of here and were
able to capture more en-
planements that we nor-
mally would have missed.”

The funding will likely
be going back into the
airport helping with ev-
erything from building
hangars to various repair
and upkeep plans.

The Coronavirus has
affected airport business
all over the country and

Courier file photo
The Alamosa Regional Airportis eligible for $1,000,000
in federal funding.

Alamosa’s own is no dif-
ferent. Alamosa is seeing
COVID-19 stunt enplane-
ment numbers for the
2020 calendar year and
the expectationisit will be
slowing award payments
onentitlement funds from
the 2019 calendar year,
meaning Alamosa may not
seethosefundsuntil 2021.

The Alamosa airport
is also in the process of
choosing a new air carrier
for the essential air service
(EAS) contract including
Boutique Air, Denver Air
Connection and the Board
of County Commissioner
suggestion SkyWest. It’s
expected that the Depart-
ment of Transportation
(DOT) will make its choice
by August 1.

Weekends on the Rio

ALAMOSA — Week-
ends on the Rio are back
this summer with a so-
cially distanced version
of the popular summer
program! Activities con-
sist of virtual events as
well asin-person activities
(with COVID-19 safety
precautions) and run each
weekend July 5-August
23, 2020. Weekly sched-

ules will be released each
Tuesday starting June 30.

You can pick up your
free 2020 activity pass-
port at the Alamosa Pub-
lic Library. Call the li-
brary at (719) 589-6592
to schedule a curbside
pickup. You can also
request that a free activ-
ity passport be mailed to
you by filling out a quick

online request at https://
bit.ly/WotRPassport.

Weekly schedulescanbe
found at alamosarec.orgor
on Facebook at the “City
of Alamosa Activities”
page starting Tuesday,
June 30.

For more information,
please call (719) 589-
2105 or email jreesor@
ci.alamosa.co.us.

a while, then continued
driving 12 blocks while
in shock from the gunshot
wound. Police found him
unconscious near Adams
State shortly after.

Pruitt spent most of the
last three weeks comatose
in the intensive care unit
of UC Memorial Hospital
in Colorado Springs. De-
spite the bullet still lodged
in his head, he regained
consclousness sometime
in the last week and
was alert and functional
enough to be released on
Wednesday.

He is recovering at his
sister’s house in Alamosa,
says Metier.

[ | See PRUITT page 3

Courtesy photo
Shooting victim Danny
Pruitt is out of the hos-
pital and recovering in
Alamosa.

SLV Emergency
Daily COVID-19
update

SAN LUIS VALLEY
- Eight new cases for the
SLV have been reported
since Wednesday, 3 from
Alamosa County, 2 for
Mineral, and 1 each for
Costilla, Rio Grande, and
Saguache counties. The
total number of cumula-
tive cases was 393 as of
Thursday. Twenty-nine
total people have been
hospitalized, and 269 have
completedisolation. There
havebeen 7 fatalities of in-
dividuals with COVID-19.
Numbers are updated
weekdays at slvemergen-
cy.org/slv-covid-19/.

Speaking of numbers,
every single one reported
is a person who deserves
to be counted. So do you.
Knowing how many people
live in the Valley and
its various communities
is critical because this
is how the government
determines how to fund
the things we need in our
community - the things
we use every day, includ-
ing schools, roads, and
hospitals. Youshould have

received a Census applica-
tion by mail. Pleasefillitin
and send it back as soon as
possible, or complete it on-
line. Your answers on the
2020 Census will be kept
safe, secure, and protected.
Theresponses you provide
are only used to produce
statistics—and will not be
used against you in any
way. By law, they are kept
completely confidential.
Go to https://2020census.
gov/ for more information.

Scientists are learning
new things about CO-
VID-19everyday, includ-
ing better ways to protect
yourself and others from
transmission. One of
their new recommenda-
tions for those who work
closely with COVID-19
patients, or those who
are in close contact with
a positive case, 1s to wear
eye protection, as droplets
or aerosols carrying the
virus from an infected
person can make their
way into the body through
the eyes.

B See COVID page 3

SLV

numbers.

COVID-19

These cases have been identified by public
health agencies as of 300 p.m, on Juneg 25,
2020, Unless otherwise noted, all numbers are
cumulative. I there are discrepancies
between these numbers and those showing
on the state's data website, use these local

393 SLV POSITIVE CASES

(Mew cases; 8since &/24)

Alamosa County - 182
Conejos County - 15
Costilla County - 19
Mineral County -5

Rie Grande County - 70
Saguache County - 102

23 HOSPITALIZED
ISOLATION COMPLETED

These are SLY positive cases that
have compiated their isolation period
and have been free of symptoms for

269
[+ 4 since &6/24)
more than 72 hours.
] DEATHS

(+3)

(+1)
2l
(+1)
(+1)

STATE BANK
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OBITUARIES

Pedro “Pete” Maria Vigil

CAPULIN — Heaven
welcomed a loving soul
Mr. Pedro (Pete) Maria
Vigil Sr. June 15, 2020.

Pete joined our heav-
enly father 30 days shy
of celebrating his 101st
birthday. He was sur-
rounded by his loving
family at the time of
his passing. He most
recently resided in the
Carmel area.

He was born July 14,
1919, in Capulin, Colora-
do to Venancio & Raquel
Vigil. Pete was the 3rd
eldest of their 8 children.
He loved spending time
with his family, hunt-
ing, fishing, gambling,
watching the news and
the Broncos.

He also enjoyed going
out to eat, a chili burger
and a slice of pie was a
favorite staple.

We were blessed to
learn many valuable
lessons from Grandpa,
from how to push a ve-
hicle using just tires in
between vehicles to mak-
ing homemade gravy.

Grandpa was a very
loved and honored man,
we thank God for giving
all of us so many joyous
years with him. Pedro
(Pete) was born and
raised on the Capulin
family farm. Helping
his dad with operating
280 acres of hay, grain
and peas.

Pete was drafted into
the Army on April 18th,
1942. Pedro served in
combat areas for 3 years,
learning to speak mul-
tiple languages while

experiencing France,
Italy, Africa and Ger-
many during his service.

He was an anti-aircraft
artillery automatic weap-
ons crewman in World
War II and also served
as a vertical pointer
and gunner where he
maintained guns and
kept supplies available
for the 473rd Infantry
Regiment.

Pedro was discharged
from the United States
Army on June 30, 1945,
with many honors and

medals which included,
an Excellent Marksman-
ship Medal, a Bronze
Star, a Good Conduct
Medal, the European-
African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal, the
WWII Victory Medal and
an Honorable Service
Lapel Button.

Pedro was also recog-
nized in the community
for being an outstanding
individual and fighting
for our country. He was
re-pinned medals by
Senator Michael Bennet
in May of 2016 that had
been stolen many years
prior. He was honored
by the Alamosa Kiwanis
club 2017 at a veterans
appreciation luncheon
and was recognized as

the Grand Marshall in
the Glory Days Paradein
La Jara. Pedro was also
recognized with his son
Pete Jr. the Centennial
Farm Award in August
of 2018. In July 2019,
Pedro celebrated his
100th birthday with his
family & the American
Legion who awarded him
a certificate of apprecia-
tion for his service. Pedro
was also represented in
the Veteran Parade in
Alamosa in November
of 2019.

After the war, he re-
turned home to Capulin
to be unity with the love
of his life Mary Gallegos
whom he married on Feb-
ruary 11th, 1946. From
that unity, they had 4
children.

He became a widower
when his wife died at
the age of 44 with double
pneumonia. Leaving him
to raise his 4 children.
Ages 16, 15, 14 and 13.

In 1967 His son Pete Jr.
married Christina Gal-
legos who blessed Pedro

with 3 grandchildren
from their unity. From
those grandchildren, he
now has 7 great-grand-
children & 1 great-great-
grandchild.

He is survived by his
children Pete (Virginia
Espinoza), Helen, Gil-
bert, and Veronica. His
Grandchildren: Mela-
nie (Gerald Garcia) and
Amanda Vigil.

Great-Grandchildren:
Mariah Vigil, Michael
Martinez, Joshua Sisne-
ros, Gabriel & Kaitlyn
Garcia, Monique Salazar
and Elisandro Trujillo

And Great-Great
grandchild: Xayden
Sisneros

Heisprecededin death
by his parents Venancio
and Raquel Vigil, his wife
Mary Vigil, all of his sib-
lings: Alfonso, Veronice,
Rudy, Elude, Albert,
Max and Ben and his
grandson Michael Vigil.
Cremation was chosen.

A memorial service will
be concluded at a later
date.

ALAMOSA — William
Gallagher died the after-
noon of June 22, 2020, at
San Luis Valley Health in
Alamosa, Colorado. The
son of James Aloysius
and Sophia (Birk) Gal-
lagher, he was born in
Louisville, Kentucky, on
May 7, 1920. The fam-
ily moved to San Diego,
California, six months
later, and Bill spent his
formative years in the
state, mostly in greater
Los Angeles. He gradu-
ated from Alhambra High
School in 1938 and then
attended Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo (now Cali-
fornia State Polytechnic
University), where he
earned a degree in ani-
mal husbandry and was
a member of the school’s
first 4-year graduating
class in 1942.

Bill enlisted in the
United States Navy in
July 1942. Commissioned
an ensign, he subse-
quently was promoted to
lieutenant junior grade
and then to lieutenant.
Because he had sailing
experience on his grand-
father’s 40-foot schooner
before the war, he was
given command of the
USS Romain (IX-89, an
84-foot schooner) and lat-
er the USS Saluda (IX 87,
an 89-foot Yawl), both of
which carried out subma-
rine patrols and other du-
ties between Florida and
New Englandin 1942-45.
Although Bill never saw
combat during the war,

he did have memorable
experiences. Near Cape
May, New Jersey, on the
night of May 8, 1945 (the
date of Nazi Germany’s
capitulation), a U-Boat
surfaced 100 yards from
the Saluda, and the
two vessels exchanged
messages with flashers.
The next morning, the
submarine was gone.
Bill soon learned that a
German submarine had
surrendered at Cape May
later May 9 and always
believed it was the same
one. Transferred to the
Pacific Theater in the
late summer of 1945, he
turned down a promotion
tolieutenant commander
and completed active
duty in February 1946.
Mustered out in San
Francisco, he returned
to Pasadena, where his
parents then lived.

On June 16, 1946, Bill
married Shirley Rose
Gray at the Episcopal
Church of Our Savior in
San Gabriel, California.

William Gallagher

The couple, who would
have a 73-year marriage,
soon had two sons, Timo-
thy Newton (b. 1948) and
Gary William (b. 1950).
Bill farmed in Antelope
Valley and the San Ga-
briel Valley between 1946
and 1954. He and Shirley
Rose first lived in Lan-
caster, then in Alhambra,
and in 1950 purchased a
new home in San Gabriel.
Increasing land prices in
California led Bill to con-
sider acquiring a farm in
Nevada, but instead, he
and the family relocated
in the summer of 1954 to
the San Luis Valley, where
he and Dan Childs, an
old friend from Cal Poly,
managed alargelandhold-
ing owned by the Chicago
Insurance magnate John
D. MacArthur. The fam-
ily lived east of Alamosa
until Bill, eager to work
for himself on his own
farm, movedin 1957 tothe
Carmel District. Bill and
Shirley resided in Carmel
for more than 40 years,
then took up residence in
Alamosa in 1999.

Bill always described
himself as a farmer, but
he spent a great deal of
his working life build-

Agnes “Aggie” V. Lucero

LA GARITA — Agnes
‘Aggie” V. Lucero, 91. was
born on her uncle’s ranch
n La Garita, Colo. on Dec.
23, 1928, to Manuelita
and Esequiel Medina and
passed away June 18,
2020. Aggie was married
o Frank J. Lucero on Oct.
28,1946, who preceded her
n death. Also preceded in
death by her parents; and
1 son, Michael. Survived
by her children, Patricia
(Patsy) Lowry, Frank (Ele-
na) Lucero, Sarah (Abel)
Chavez, Paul Lucero,
Sharon (Duane) Lucero-
Walker, Jim (Connie) Lu-
>ero; eight grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren;
three great-great-grand-
children; and numerous
oxtended family who re-
sarded Aggie as a second
Mom. Aggie was a fun-
loving, kind, gentle soul

PENDING OBITUARIES

wholovedlife, loved to sing
and make others laugh.
She was a homemaker
while her children were
at home making life for
them so happy and fun
doing everything she could
to teach them the finer

things of a simple life.
She worked at the Monte
Vista Hospital and ended
her career as “Girl Friday”
for a doctor’s group. When
she learned to read, she
read everything with great
gusto and enjoyed her book
club so much. Aggie didn’t
know many strangers, she
was the “nicest person I
know” people would say.
Aggiedid herbest toinstill
in her children a love for
the Catholicfaith. Funeral
services will be a family
affair on Thursday, June
25, 2020, with interment
of ashes at the Homelake
Veterans’ Cemetery next
to her “Frankie” at a later
date. In lieu of flowers,
please make contributions
to Sangre De Cristo Hos-
pice. Online condolences,
www.MontgomeryStew-
ard.com

Flora S. Gallegos

ANTONITO — Flora S. Gallegos passed away June 24, 2020. Arrangements
are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Antonito.

Katherine Schofield

TRES PIEDRAS, NM — Katherine Schofield, 92, of Tres Piedras, NM passed
away on Monday June 22, 2020 at the Rio Grande Inn. The family has chosen cre-
mation and will publish a full obituary later. Rogers Family Mortuary of Alamosa
is in care of the arrangements.

ing things. A self-taught
engineer, he oversaw the
construction of lettuce-
processing plants in Ala-
mosa (1956), Las Cruces,
New Mexico (1959), and
Center, Colorado (1962-
63), and during the 1970s
and 1980s built structures
of various kindsin the San
Luis Valley (including two
homes for himself and
Shirley). He developed a
wide network of friends
and always took an in-
terest in real estate. A
generous and knowledge-
able mentor, Bill helped a
number of young people
begin businesses, followed
their progress, and took
pleasure in their suc-
cesses. His children and
grandchildren often spoke
about the range of people
who considered him a
friend, including those of
hisown generation as well
as many who were much
younger. Energetic and
actively engaged with life
intohis 90s, he announced,
tothe astonishment of the
family, that at age 97 he
intended to buy and “flip”
ahouse. Intypicalfashion,
he accomplished his goal.

Bill always loved hors-
es and enjoyed flying
small aircraft. Anaccom-
plished rider, he bought
and sold horses as a teen-
ager in Alhambra and
participated in rodeos in
California and Arizona,
most oftenin the bull rid-
ing and bareback bronc
events. At Cal Poly, he
was part of the team that
won the Intercollegiate
Rodeo championship at
Victorville, California, on
April 13,1940. The silver
spurs he won on that
occasion remain a trea-
sured family heirloom.
He earned his pilot’s
license in the mid-1950s
and over the next thirty
years owned and flew, in
succession, a Piper Tri-
Pacer, a Mooney, and a
Piper Comanche.

Bill made an indelible
mark on his children
and grandchildren. A
great storyteller with an
astonishing memory for
details, he conveyed to
them a huge number of
sayings and anecdotes.
The grandchildren com-
piled a list of what they
called “Pappyisms,” their

favorite examples of his
often comical and down-
to-earth sayings. On a
more fundamental level,
Bill taught them, by his
own example, the value of
hard work and of keeping
your word. He had little
patience with excuses
and did not worry about
things over which he had
no control.

Bill leaves behind a
legacy of friendship and
accomplishment. He is
survived by his son Tim
and his wife Marsha, his
son Gary and his partner
Joan Waugh, his grand-
children William Paul
(Yasuko) Gallagher, Angie
(Jason) Rossback, Tami
(Matt) Sliwkowski, and
Marlena (Steven) Halko,
and eight great-grand-
children. Bill’s ashes will
be scattered at an appro-
priate place by members
of the family in a private
ceremony.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave
memories and your con-
dolences for Bill's family
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com.

Epi “Sonny” Jaramillo Jr.

FORT GARLAND
— Epi “Sonny” Jaramillo
Jr., passed away dJune
15, 2020. He had many
sayings and his favorite
was, “There will be a lot
of broken hearts in Fort
Garland whenIdie.” Well,
he was right. Leaving
behind a father Epi Jara-
millo Sr., a brother Mark
and one son Nathanial.
Sonny was a man loved
by many. Heloved fishing,
hunting, and cruising the
mountains with all of his
friends. Sonny served in
the U.S. Army for three
years, which inspired his
son Nathanial to follow in
his footsteps. There will

be a Graveside Service on
Saturday, June 27, 2020,

at 12:00 PM at the Ft.
Garland Cemetery. All are
welcome to come pay their
respects to an amazing
manasheislaidtorest. To
leave online condolences
please visit romerofuner-
alhomes.com. The care of
arrangements has been
entrusted to Romero Fu-
neral Home of Alamosa.

BIRTHS

Reece Brantley Koenig

LA JARA — Reece Brantley Koenig was born May
18, 2020, at the San Luis Valley Health Center of
Alamosa to Mandi and Ty Koenig of La Jara. Reece
weighed 6 pounds, 1 ounce and measured 20 inches
long. Maternal grandparents are Derrell and Marga-
ret Shawcroft. Paternal grandparents are Dennis and
Ruth Koenig. Great-grandparents are Gary and Ethel
Shawcroft and Arden Tucker of Utah.

Happy Birthday Makai

ALAMOSA — Born
to Michael & Brittney
Abeyta, Makai Michael

Abeyta celebrated his first
birthday on Wednesday.
Makai has two sisters —
Mikayla and Myla. Mater-
nal grandparents are Mike
Perea & Bev Cordova of
Alamosa. Paternal grand-
parents are Ernest &
Helen Abeyta of Manassa.
Great-grandparents are
Joe & MaryAnn Perea,
Harold Cordova, dJosie
Chacon, & Bertha Ortiz.

Makai spent his special
day with his family!

SUMMER
VACATION

To sponsor the School
Menu call 589-2553
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Teachers call on all Coloradans to look out for kids
this summer

Calls to Child
Abuse and

Neglect Ho-
tline tend to
decline as
summer break
begins

DENVER — Colo-
rado teachers are call-
ing upon Coloradans
across the state to be
their eyes and ears this
summer, and call the
Colorado Child Abuse
and Neglect Hotline —
844-C0O-4-KIDS — if
they suspect a child
may be experiencing
abuse or neglect. When
the school year ends
and summer break be-
gins, calls to the Colo-
rado Child Abuse and
Neglect Hotline drop
significantly because
teachers and other

Fire
restrictions
are becomin

more norma

By GREGG

GOODLAND
Ashashappenedmany
times in recent years,
once again, Southwest
Colorado finds itself in
what can be described

school-based manda-
tory reporters no longer
interact with children
every day.

“As ateacher, my duty
to my students goes
well beyond academic
instruction,” said Cara
Godbe, a third-grade
teacher in Montrose.
“I want to inspire my
students to be the best
version of themselves
and ensure they thrive.
When my gut tells me
something seems off,
and I become concerned
for a child’s welfare, I
am obligated to report
it. My hope is that all
Coloradans—neighbors,
friends and members of
each community — will
take up that mantle this
summer and help fami-
lies get the support they
need to keep kids safe.”

In 2020, the situation
is even more serious as
calls to the hotline had

already dropped by 50%
after students moved
to online learning in
late March, followed by
stay-at-home orders in
April and May.
“Unfortunately, a de-
crease in calls to the
hotline does not mean
there is less abuse and
neglect happening,”
said Minna Castillo
Cohen, director of the
CDHS Office of Chil-
dren, Youth and Fami-
lies. “It just means pos-
sible abuse and neglect
is going unreported. We
need everyone who may
be concerned about a
child or youth to make
the call to the hotline to
ensure our kids are safe
and families can be con-
nected with resources to
help them thrive.”
Last year the Colo-
rado Child Abuse and
Neglect Hotline system
received 219,478 calls.

Local county social ser-
vices agencies assessed
the safety of more than
58,214 children and
youth. Of those, 13,682
experienced abuse or
neglect and an ad-
ditional 13,790 fami-
lies received voluntary
support from social
services.

A call to the hotline
could connect a family
to needed resources.
Last year, nearly 70%
of children and teensin-
volved in an open child
welfare casein Colorado
stayed safely at home
while their family re-
ceived services. Some
of these services may
include assistance ap-
plying for benefits or
classes to help parents
manage stress.

“I think I speak for all
Colorado teachers when
I say that we need you
to be our eyes and ears

this summer to protect
children and youth from
abuse and neglect,” said
Hilary Wimmer, a busi-
ness teacher at Moun-
tain Range High School
and Colorado’s 2020
Teacher of the Year.
“If you are concerned,
make the call. It’s not
your job to investigate
concerns, but we all
have a responsibility to
make the call if there
is any doubt about a
child’s safety. You could
be the critical link that
makes a huge difference
for families and kids in
Colorado.”

Awareness tips from
teachers for all Colora-
dans as they interact
with families from a
safe distance this sum-
mer, include:

Is your gut telling
you somethingjustisn’t
right?

Are you noticing un-

Land, Water and People

as a precarious posi-
tion when it comes to
allowing campfires on
the public lands. The
general lack of moisture
from late winter and
through the spring has
produced widespread
dry conditions through-
out much of the South-
west. Our long-range
forecasts tell us that we
shouldn’t plan on much

Melgares and
Pampered Chef
Work together to

help hospital

ALAMOSA — Dawn
Melgares, anindependent
consultant for Pampered
Chef, wanted to do some-
thing to benefit the front-
line employees of SLV
Health. So she reached
out to her Pampered Chef
clients, and through sales,
raised enough to purchase
a variety of Pampered
Chef products that would
allow some of the hospi-
tal staff to create quick,
healthy meals.

The items included a
salad chopper with abowl,
microwavable pasta cook-
er, lunch sack sets, and
sauces, and pasta. They
were delivered to SLVH’s
Regional Medical Center
InJune, at atime when the

COVID

B Continued from Page 1

staff was extremely busy
and appreciative of this
generous donation. “The
medical staff works so
hard, especially with the
COVID positive patients,
and I wanted to do some-
thing to lift their spirits,”
Melgares said.

reliefin the near future.
But it rained one day
last week, we should be
good, shouldn’t we? Sim-
ply put, it just doesn’t
work like that.

Long term drying
tends slowly deprive
vegetation of the wa-
ter needed to retain
healthy fuel moisture
levels. Occasional pre-
cipitation events merely
suspend those drying
trends for short time
periods. Once vegeta-
tion moisture reaches
critical levels, it takes
significant amounts of
moisture to return them
to a healthy and less
volatile condition. This
is currently illustrated
by looking at all the
brown grass around the
valley, which is ripe for
wildfire. As each rain
event offers a slight step
in the plant’s recovery,
we begin to see the ad-
vances in the change
from brown to green.

This same principle
applies to the larg-
er vegetation such as
shrubs and trees but
at a much slower scale.
Consider that a brown
lawn canrevert to green
in a week, with daily wa-
tering. It makes sense
then to suggest that the
trees will take several
weeks to change their
live fuel moisture to a
state where they are not
as susceptible to rapid
burning.

Fire restrictions are

determined based on
professional judgement
and the number of the
criteria that surpass
certain thresholds. The
Forest Service uses a
standard set of seven
criteria and profes-
sional judgement to
determine if fire re-
strictions are needed
including fuel moisture
content; energy release
component (a measure
of how intense a fire
will burn); fire danger
rating; existing fires
and their impact on the
availability of firefight-
ing resources; number
of human caused fires
in the area; current
and predicted weather
conditions; and zone fire
preparedness level.
The Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest initiated
Stage 2 fire restrictions
on May 17, which re-
main in place as I write
this. The biggest impact
of these restrictions to
visitors is that open
campfires are not al-
lowed anywhere on the
Rio Grande Forest. Only
petroleum fueled stoves
can be used throughout
the rest of the Forest.
Also allowed are the
gas fueled campfires.
Haven’t seen one yet?
Check it out, they are
a great substitute for
a real campfire, and
require much less work.
I am becoming more
convinced that the vast
majority of our local

If you are caring for someone who
has COVID-19, wearing goggles or
another type of eye protection is a
good idea.

For questions about testing or
for medical advice, please contact
your primary care doctor or call one
of the numbers below to start the
screening process:

For symptomatic individuals
only, call:

Rio Grande Hospital 719-657-
4990

SLVHealth Respiratory Clinic
719-589-2511 ext. 9

Pruitt

B Continued from Page 1

“He’s conversant, he can talk
to you. At this point, he is able to
articulate what his condition is and
make decisions. ... But he is very
mentally tired. He’s exhausted,”
Metier said, describing a “cognitive
fatigue” common among people with
brain injuries. “Mr. Pruitt is going
to go through a period of recovery
here. We'll see what progress he
can make.”

Pruittisasingle dad with primary
custody of his daughter, Melody. She
was with her motherin Texasonthe
day of the shooting and is scheduled
to reunite with him today.

As Metier tells 1t. Pruitt has sno-

For symptomatic and asymp-
tomatic individuals who have had
contact with a confirmed COVID-19
positive individual, call:

Valley-Wide Health Systems 719-
589-3658 ext. 9 (M-F), 719-589-2562
(Sa/Su)

Upcoming testing clinics (you
must call ahead for an appoint-
ment):

Antonito, Monday, 6/29. 9-11 am.
719-587-2874.

Center, Monday-Wednesday,
6/29-7/1, 3-4 pm, 719-587-2888.

Saguache, TBD

ken with Alamosa police, who are
still investigating his shooting. He
met with District Attorney Robert
Willett Thursday morning.

Willett is prosecuting Marshall
on a slew of charges, including
attempted murder. Marshall’s pre-
liminary hearing is scheduled for
August 28. He has told police Pruitt
hit his wife, Mariah Loraine, with
his truck at the intersection where
the couple was among about a dozen
people protesting

“James said he was in fear for his
wife’s safety... and he fired a shot
into the truck,” the police report
reads

For general (non-medical) SLV
COVID-19 related questions:
slvepr@alamosacounty.org, 719-
480-8719

This is a difficult time for many
people. If you are experiencing a
mental health crisis, please don’t
hesitate to ask for support:

SLV Behavioral Health Group:
719-589-3671

24/7 Crisis Hotline: 1 (844) 493-
TALK (8255), or text TALK to 38255

Online: www.colorado.gov/rural-
mentalhealth, www.slvbhg.org

The young defense attorney, then
a year out of law school, moved to
AlamosaindJune 2019 with his wife,
who took a job as a child welfare
caseworker for the county’s Human
Services Department. His law office,
Marshall Law, was above Milagro’s
Café at the intersection where he
shot Pruitt.

Lorraine bailed out her husband
June 5, the day she also quit her
job at the county. The couple im-
mediately left town, says Marshall’s
lawyer, Randy Canney.

“They don’t feel safe there.”

population understands
the need for fire restric-
tions. I often hear sup-
port from community
members for fire restric-
tions as the conditions
become drier each year.
It wasn’t that way,
years ago. Land man-
agers, including many
of our low-level sea-
sonal employees, would
regularly have excitable
discussions with forest
users and community
members that often
ended with folks sug-
gesting the Forest Ser-
vice is trying to control
their lives. Nothing
is, or could have been,
farther from that being
the truth. There are,
simply, times when it
makes sense to restrict
these high-risk activi-
ties that are known to
cause unwanted wild-
fires. Period. And, like
it or not, these times
are happening more

2069 1% St. » Alamosa *» 719-589-0277
www.juanitosmexicankitchen.com

New Location
SAMTE CGRIEAT FOOMDA

Please join us at the

bowling alley location!
OPEN: Mon - Sat « 11am-9pm

characteristic changes
in a child’s behavior?

Does it appear that
a family is struggling,
perhaps with food in-
security?

Is there crying — es-
pecially endless crying
— coming from a home?

Are kids sharing
things about their
friends that concern
you?

Err on the side of cau-
tion. It is better to be
wrong than to not report
your concerns.

Youdon’t need to have
all the details when you
call the hotline.

Call the hotline and
let the professionals
determine if a family
needs help.

These examples are
not child abuse and
neglect in and of them-
selves, but you should
listen to the concerns
you’re having.

frequently.

As always, the Rio
Grande National For-
est remains prepared
to respond to smoke
reports and wildfires.
Ifneeded, additional re-
sources will be brought
in to assist with both
initial attack on new fire
starts and providing fire
prevention information
and education.

We all play a critical
rolein the prevention of
unwanted wildfires. By
working together and
doing our part to spread
the word, we increase
the odds that visitors
will comply with the
current fire restrictions,
which in turn, will hope-
fully reduce the chance
of human-caused fires
and higher levels of
restrictions.

Gregg Goodland is the
Public Affairs Officer
for the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest.
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Dealing with
‘fake news’

I ruined my breakfast Wednesday
watching the newscasters recap political
gatherings and speeches from the days
before and thought of a good friend who
moved to the Tulsa, Okla., area about
20 years ago. A place named Sapulpa.

Advancing age wasn’t kind, as our
conversations were herbelieving she was
somewhere else and I trying to convince
her she truly was in Oklahoma.

She sort of recalled Alamosa, but
memorable details slid past.

Thaven’t seen anyone who might know.
I saw her brother at the last multi-year
Alamosa High School reunion and he
said she had Alzheimer’sand didn’t even
remember him.

I cried a bit and then went on.

At the tail end of that thought, the
TV camera panned in on a boy about
12 years old who was wearing a T-shirt
that said, “Fake News.”

As news media organizations recoil
from COVID-19-caused cutsin advertis-
ing, the tendency of our amaz-

7 \‘ﬂ?
LA

TN

To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com
To submit sports, email:
sjiron@alamosanews.com

Ml Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged.
All letters submitted for publication in the
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed
by the author, and must include a phone
number and address where the author can
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The
Courier will not run letters that are negative
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial
board reserves the right to reject a letter for
reasonsitbelievesare appropriate. Letters may
be subject to editing to fit available space, or
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Why was that office closed to

ing leaders to call all reports
they don’t like “fake news,”
“alternative facts” and other
labels, untrue and damaging
to us all.

They truly don’t want their
deeds and misdeeds covered.
Sometimes the press gets
unceremoniously tossed out of | *
press conferences and briefings. -

We're lucky here in the Val-

the public while liquor stores
weren’t? I'm old enough to re-
call when no alcohol was sold
on Election Day and the bars
were closed.

With no pot shops in Ala-
mosa County, I don’t have that
wrinkle to iron out.

e Pueblo does. A derogatory
statement about a candidate
for county commissioner was

ley. We have access to meetings
and minutes we have been
hard-put to obtain in the past.

Driving back into town after
depositing my primary ballot in the box
at the Alamosa County Clerk’s office, I
felt confused and puzzled.

Sylvia
Lobato

printed on a flier advertising
specials at a pot shop and of-
fering a bonus to those who
marked their ballots for his
opponent.

The person who mailed the fliers outs-
wears it was a mistake and the District

Attorney there is investigating.

That’s another good thing about the
Valley. Investigations usually turn the
facts up and someone gets punished.

I looked at the gates of the cemetery
across theroad and recalled a handful of
unsolved murders and disappearances.

President #45 is setting the stage for
election irregularities with comments
about mail ballots and counting issues.

His opponents aren’t about to disap-
pear. The democratic candidateis pretty
much set and whoever is riding in on the
elephant hasn’t made his or her inten-
tions known.

#45 is falling in the polls and the
donkey is busy pulling his partisan cart
upwards.

Speculation on my part would be fake

news.

Whatever is printed in the New York
Times or Washington Post will be de-
cried by the politicos and the TV station
some of them favor has been termed a
“propaganda machine.”

I don’t watch it. I watch CNN or MS-
NBC with a salt-shaker in my hand and
wonder where anxious minds can find
real facts.

That’s what’s good about hometown
news. We canbe pretty certain that what
we see or read is the truth and if a mis-
takeis made, it’simmediately corrected.

On a skeleton staff, the local media
strives to keep the public informed.

Word of mouth doesn’t work, so busi-
nessesneed toadvertise in print. Support
the truth, subscribe to the local paper.

LETTERS

Closing Arguments

As we approach the final days of this
primary election, I come before

or Medicare for all, as important as
those issues may be in the

you to make my “closing argu-
ment.”

The difference between mve
and my opponent for the office
of District Attorney boils down
to a contest between evvxperi-
ence, maturity, and the ability
to effectively manage the office
and the fair administration
of justice for victims versus
inexperience. Because that’s
what this office is all about, the
just outcome and resolution of

D.A. Robert S.
Willett

national political dialogue.
It is about justice for the
victims of crime and the fair
and equitable treatment of
all who come before the bar
ofjustice. Thishasbeen what
my office has done and will
continue to do as long as I
am your District Attorney.
It is about maintaining day
to day operations and cred-
ibility with the courts and
community. It is about hir-

criminal cases.
It is not about the minimum wage

ing and keeping competent
and dedicated prosecutors and staff

during times of national crisis and
turmoil, with reduced budgets and
increasing demands for service and
accountability for those in the crimi-
nal justice arena.

In my last letter, I demonstrated the
fallacy of my opponent’s assertions of
overcrowded jails and juvenile incarcera-
tion. As this is my final chance to ask for
your vote I leave you with this thought:
Why has my opponent, not even once in
all of his political brochures, mailings,
and advertisements addressed the core
functions of the office he seeks, which is
justice for the victims of crime?

Even restorative justice, as much as
I support the concept and program, at-

tempts to make the victim whole as its
central guiding principal. Make no mis-
take, there are very serious crimes pend-
ing in the Valley for which restorative
justice is simply not appropriate. These
cases will require me, or someone from
my office, persuading a jury of people
from our community to hold someone
accountable by proving the allegations
against an accused beyond a reasonable
doubt at trial.

My office and I have the experience,
dedication, and integrity to fulfill this
role on your behalf. I ask for your vote to
continue the important work we do every
day to keep our community safe and find
justice for victims of crime. Thank you.

Protect Southern Colorado: Vote NO on National
Popular Vote

This fall, Colorado voters have an
opportunity to weigh in on a proposal
called national popular vote, a scheme
which would award Colorado’s presi-
dential electoral votes to the national
popular vote winner, who might not
even be the candidate who wins the
most votes in Colorado.

It’shard toimagine any region of the
country that would be hurt as badly
by the implementation of the national
popular vote compact as southern
Colorado. Long a battleground region
in a presidential “swing” state, south-
ern Colorado has earned attention
from presidential candidates in the
form of visits and attention to issues
of importance to us.

Under national popular vote, the
center of power in presidential politics
would immediately migrate to large,
metropolitan areasin California, New
York, Texas and Florida.

So, it’s no wonder groups that ad-
vocate for the interests of southern
Colorado -- from the Greater Pueblo
Chamber of Commerce, to the Ala-
mosa Chamber of Commerce, to Action
22 -- are lining up against national
popular vote. National popular vote
is bad for Colorado, and particularly

bad for southern Colorado.

This November, southern Colora-
dans should vote NO.

Here’s the simple math.

Under the current electoral col-
lege system, Colorado has nine very
valuable electoral votes. To win,
a candidate must build a majority
(270) of electoral votes from the 50
states and the District of Columbia.
As a battleground state, Colorado’s
nine votes have been highly coveted.
Presidential candidates care about
our state’s interests and needs.

Not so, under national popular
vote. With a mere 1.7 percent of
the nation’s population, Colorado’s
interests would be easy to ignore,
or at least overlook, in favor of the
wants and needs of states with large,
metropolitan areas.

Likewise, consider the interests of
rural Colorado and rural communities
across America. To win Colorado, a
candidate must compete for and care
about all of Colorado. Candidates
fight for our votes and our interests!
As a pivotal community in a battle-
ground state, southern Colorado has
the leverage it needs to defend its
interests on important issues so that

our rural voice is heard.

Consider water policy.

From agriculture, to tourism, to
economic development, water is vital
to our economy and our way of life.
Because presidential candidates care
about Colorado and its nine electoral
votes, they are reluctant to sell out
our water interests to thirsty, down-
stream users, like California.

National popular vote turns this
dynamic on its head. Instead of
competing for swing-state voters, can-
didates would turn their attention to
large metropolitan regions and states
with the most people.

California would have seven times
as much political power as Colorado.
Who would win a dispute over wa-
ter policy under a national popular
vote system? Hint: if a candidate is
competing to appeal to and turn out
California voters, not Colorado!

Still skeptical that national popular
vote migrates presidential election
power out of Colorado?

Follow the money. Since national
popular vote is on the November
ballot, proponents have to disclose
their donors. In 2019, 98 percent of
the money in support of Colorado’s

national popular vote campaign came
from out of state. And 76 percent
came from California alone!

In the face of bipartisan opposi-
tion, Colorado lawmakers approved
national popular vote in April 2019.

A statewide uprising ensued:
228,000 Coloradans signed petitions
in opposition to national popular
vote, resulting in the first success-
ful effort to put a “citizens veto” on
the ballot since 1932, meaning that
implementation of national popular
vote in Colorado has been suspended
until voters get a chance to weigh in
this fall.

Now, southern Colorado voters have
an opportunity to drive a stake in the
heart of an idea that would surren-
der Colorado’s voice in presidential
politics, and its leverage on water,
healthcare, and other important
issues. Let’s make sure our voice
is heard. Vote no on the national
popular vote scheme this November.

Gigi Dennis

Lewis H. Entz

Former Secretary of State
Former State Senator

Former State Senator, Pueblo West

COVID aid for state and local governments

Dear Senator Gardner:

Thank you for your leadership on
COVID Relief and so many other is-
sues. I know of no one who has more
consistently and effectively stood up for
Southern Colorado. Time after time you
are always there for us.

Inthese truly perilous times, you have
consistently and effectively reached
across the aisle to come up with solutions.

Senator, going forward many of my
colleagues and I urge you to continue to
push for critical and flexible assistance to
State and Local Governments. Without
that critical assistance communities
across Colorado will face major cuts to

vital services. To quote from the letter
you and Senator Bennet authored: “We
strongly support funding mechanisms
for states that assist with a glide path
back to prosperity until the economy
returns to pre-crisis conditions.” This is
an excellent analysis of the assistance
state and local communities need along
with the flexibility to do the job.

To me what is most worrisome are the
cuts thatlaw enforcement, rural schools,
and local counties will face. Those can-
not be sugarcoated. Many schools will
require hundreds of thousands of dollars
just in physical renovations needed to
protect the health and safety of returning
students. And as you well know, rural

schools get hit the hardest. And even in
smaller communities, law enforcement
has taken a hit between COVID-related
budget cuts and the demands caused by
recent riots and unrest.

Law enforcement and rural schools will
face cuts whether the local governing
body is headed by Democrats, Repub-
licans or Independents. These cuts will
be faced in every corner of the State in
communities large and small.

The Senate also needs to move quickly
to appropriate this assistance. Delays
until after the Fourth of July or later
will only exacerbate a bad situation. The
Administration and the Senate leader-
ship should know just how critical the

needs arein Colorado. I would urge those
fundsbe sent directly to our towns, coun
ties, and school districts as they know
best how to spend those dollars wisely
effectively and efficiently and without
needless delays, bureaucratic red tape
and political gamesmanship.

Thank you again for your tremendous
work on this, and know that you have
my full support. I am happy to discuss
this with you and your staff at any time
I look forward to seeing you in the very
near future.

Sincerely yours,

Senator Larry Crowder

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.
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MIT chaplain learns that mercy, justice are controversial

Earlier this year, a Catholic priest
published a book entitled “Mercy:
What Every Catholic Should Know,”
focusing on doctrine and discipleship
issues that ordinarily would not
cause controversy.

But these are not ordinary times.
Acting as a Catholic chaplain at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, Father Daniel Moloney tried to
apply his words about mercy and jus-
tice to the firestorm of protests and
violence unleashed by the killing of
George Floyd by a white Minneapolis
police officer.

In the end, the priest resigned at
the request of the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton, in response to MIT administra-
tion claims that Moloney, in a June
7 email, violated a campus policy
prohibiting “actions or statements
that diminish the value of individu-
als or groups of people.”

Moloney wrote, in a meditation
that defied simplistic soundbites:
“George Floyd was killed by a police
officer, and shouldn’t have been. He
had not lived a virtuous life. He was
convicted of several crimes, including
armed robbery. ... And he was high
on drugs at the time of his arrest.

“But we do not kill such people. He
committed sins, but we root for sin-
ners tochange theirlives and convert
to the Gospel. Catholics want all
life protected from conception until
natural death.”

Criminals have human dignity and
deserve justice and mercy, the priest
said. Thisis why Catholics are “asked
to work to abolish the death penalty
in this country.”

On the other side of this painful

equation, wrote Moloney, police offi-
cers struggle with issues of sin, anger
and prejudice.
Their work “of-
ten hardens
them” in ways
that cause “a
cost to their
souls.” Real
dangers can
fuel attitudes
that are “un-
just and sin-
ful,” including
racism.
In a passage
stressed by
critics, the priest wrote that the offi-
cer who knelt on Floyd’s neck until he
died “acted wrongly. ... The charges
filed against him allege dangerous
negligence, but say nothing about
his state of mind. ... But he showed
disregard for his life, and we cannot
accept that in our law enforcement
officers. It is right that he has been
arrested and will be prosecuted.

“In the wake of George Floyd’s
death, most people in the country
have framed this as an act of racism.
I don’t think we know that.”

An editor who has worked with
Moloney stressed that the scholarly
priest -- with degrees from Yale Uni-
versity, Rome’s Pontifical University
of the Holy Cross and a doctorate
from the University of Notre Dame
-- 1s a precise writer.

Thus, it’s important to note what
he was “actually saying and, equally
important, what he was not saying,”

noted Joseph Pearce in The Catholic
World Report. “He wasn’t saying,
as some have alleged by misquoting
him, that George Floyd’s death was
not an act of racism. He was simply
saying that we don’t know whether
it was racist.”

Citing Catholic teachings, the
priest noted that “racism is a sin,”
and that “so is rash judgment.”
The email ended with these words:
“Blessed are the peacemakers, our
Lord tells us. May we all be counted
among them.”

In an online post the day before
writing the fateful email, entitled
“Mercy in a time of national anger,”
Moloney said that it helps to remem-
ber that leaders of the Civil Rights
Movement -- especially the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. -- struggled
to obtain justice, but also sought to
“cultivate mercy.”

Right now, Americans are shouting

at one another -- or worse -- about
politics, class struggle and violence.

“Some people think that the right
thing to do is to enact reforms of the
police; others think that the right
thing to do is to kill the police and
bomb the precinct,” wrote Moloney.
“Some people think that nonviolent
protests are an appropriate response;
others think that injustice justifies
robbing the local Target. Some people
are satisfied when the bad cops are
arrested, prosecuted and convicted;
others want to overthrow the govern-
ment. Some are just so upset that
they don’t know what to do.

“All agree that something deeply
wrong happened to George Floyd,
but our consensus stops there, at
the level of justice. Mercy is the
virtue that comes into play when
things go wrong. Once we decide that
something is unjust, we still have to
decide what is the right thing to do.”
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“If you then be risen
with Christ, seek those
things which are above,
where Christ sits on the
right hand of God. Set
your affection on things
above, not on things on
the earth.” (Colossians
3:1-2 AKJV)

Are our priorities in the
right place? The verse
above will help make the
right decisions.

Saturday, June 27,
2020

“Is not my word like as
a fire? said the LORD;
and like a hammer that
breakstherockin pieces?”
(Jeremiah 23:29 AKJV)

Don’t underestimate the
power of the Word of God.

Sunday,June 28,2020

“But my God shall sup-
ply all your need according
to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.” (Philippi-
ans 4:19 AKJV)

The Lord is able to de-
liver. Pray. Trust Him for
the results.

Monday, June 29,
2020

“And you shall seek me,
and find me, when you
shall search for me with

all your heart.” (Jeremiah
29:13 AKJV)

The Lord is waiting on
us to truly pursue Him.
Are you ready?

Tuesday, June 30,
2020

“For this cause also
thank we God without
ceasing, because, when
you received the word of
God which you heard of us,
you received it not as the
word of men, but as it is
in truth, the word of God,
which effectually works
alsoinyouthatbelieve.” (1
Thessalonians 2:13 AKJV)

The Bibleis not the word
of men. It is the Word
of God. We must take it
seriously.

Wednesday, July 1,
2020

“Sing aloud to God our
strength: make a joyful
noise to the God of Jacob.”
(Psalms 81:1 AKJV)

The Christian faith is a
singing faith. Sing to the
Lord. He is worthy to be
praised.

Thursday, July 2,
2020

“For God has not called
us to uncleanness, but
to holiness. He therefore
that despises, despises
not man, but God, whohas
also given to us his holy
Spirit.” (1 Thessalonians
4:7-8 AKJV)

The Christian life is a
holy life. We should bring
glory to the Lord.

"What is faith? And what does it look
like to actusally live by farth?

These are mportant questions, because
wee receive and expenenge the blessings
Gl s For s through Faith,

Hebrews 111 says, “Faith is the
assurance (title deed, confirmation) of
things hoped for (divinely guaranesd),
and the evidence of things ool seen
fthe comviction of their reality — faith
comprehends a5 fact whal cannot be
experienced by the physical senses]”
(AMP.

I like o define fah as the hand that
resches oul and reveives what God has
for s, By faith we believe what God
sitys in His Word is true, hat it's for us,
and that we will receive evervthing He
wans b give us. We believe we have
His peomises before we get them or
experienee them,

Everpone has Gaith, bat not everyone
puts their faith in God. For example,
when a person sits in a chair, they have
faith thet the chair will hold them. People
drive 1o work becanse they Tave faith in
the tratic laws thal make i possible 1o
trivved o the roods.

But first and foremost, we nead o pul
our faith in God and the truth of the Bible.

Rormans 1317 says, "For in the gospel
the righteousness of God is revesled, both
springng from Faith snd lesding o faith
[disclosed i a way that swakens mome
faith]. As it is written... “The just and
upright shall live by faith.”™

This verse reveals thal we're saved by
finith sk wie are created o live by faith, In
order to live by faith, we have 1o release
it, and there are three ways we do that
preaying, saving and daing.

The Privilege of Prayer

Prayer is the greatest povilese wi
have! Tt's smizing that we can personally
communicate with Almighty God. the
Creator of the Universe, That means we
can talk to Hirm and He heas us, and He
wantds Lo talk o s,

Understanding Faith
and How It Works

Ome of the mian ways we hear God's
viice is through His Ward, which is why
it’s critically impostant for us to sty
the Bible, Whien we diligently study the
Word, we get revelation of who Gid is,
hexw He loves us, wed wheat His will is for
our lives. We leam how to pray for the
things He wants to give us.. the kind of
[iFe Jesus chiead for us w have,

Jarmes 4 says that people live m strife,
quameling and fghting, because they
iy fo get what they want and 1h:)h
jealous of what others have, but they
can't mitke it happen for themselves.
Werses 2-3 say, "You covel bt cannol

twhal vou want, so you quaree] and
fight. You do not have se vou di
it sk Giod. When you ask, you do not
receive, becawse vou sk with wong
modives, that you may spend what you
et on your plessures” (NI,

Have you been irying to get something
or meake something happen and vou're
frustrated because you can't achieve it?
Maybe you're strugaling because you're
siriving Lo ko it in vour own strength o
you're goang after things that anen’t right
fior wou or in God's plan for vour life,

o need W pray and ask God for
what we wanl, but we need o ask for
the bilessines He wants o give . [ often

v like this: “God, I'm going 1o ask

‘o Far everything [ want, but 7] ask for
something that's not ight for me, please
don't give it to me. | really only want
what YO want for me, because You
knew what's best for me,”

Praying for the Promises of God

There aré some sitwations where we
iy ot know for sure what God's will
15, and that's whsan we nead o tnst that if
wi dhon 't get what we think we want, its
beganse He has something betler for us,
But there are many things we can ask for
with assurance and confident expectation
that God will give them because He
promises them to us in His Word, Here
e 4 few., .,

Huﬁng Up Higher

Joyce
- Meyer

You don't have w0 be lonely because
God is always with you {Psalm T3:2%;
Hebrews 13:30).

You cin have peace in every situation
tJohn 14:27; Philippians 4:6-71,

Yo can Iuwc(irz & wisthom for every
diecisaon {Fames 1:5),

Yo have the strength, n Cheist, to
do ;J.hm‘eve:' your neead to do { Philippians
413

Ciod howes vou and He has an ameazing

ant For your [ife (holin 3: 16; 1 John 4%

(1, Feremiah 2611},

God s so much maore for you than
wheat you have experienced so far in your
Iife. Make i your number one pricrity 1o
spend mme with Him every day m praver
and Bibde study, and begin boldly mk'rrg:
Him #0 give you every mood thing He's
planned tor o,

Put your faith in God in every area
of vour life and everything you do, and
your Il discover how Tiving b}' faith n.'ullj.-
is o auveazing adventure!

For more on thix topic, order Jovees
mvgetege g OO ser What Ts Faith amd
Hoow Does 1 Work? Fou can also contiet
bi to receive o free magesing, Emjoving
Elmriaj'ijfw.h_n'rnlfqu (K0} F27-9673
e VESTRIE WIVWLJOVCEmEVEran.

Jeyce Mever 15 a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of
Jovee Meyer Minisinies, Inc, She has
authored more than 100 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND amd
YOUR BATTLES BELONG TO
THE LORD (FaithWonds), She hosts
the Enjoying Evervday Life mdio and
TV programs, which air on humdreds
of sations  worddwide, For  mone
informaticn, visi Www joycemeyeron.

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed thronghout this publication
andior wehsile are those of the respective
authors and do not necessanily reflect
those of Joyee Mever Ministries.

4\ You are loved.
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SERVING: ALAMOSA ¢ RIO GRANDE

Public Notices

“San Luis Valley Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BO-
CES) will be conducting a record and file update this summer. We will
be destroying all special education records of students whose files
have been closed since July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015. This effects
students from Alamosa, Centennial, Center Creede, Del Norte, Mof-
fat, Monte Vista, Mountain Valley, North Conejos, Sanford, Sangre de
Cristo, Sargent, Sierra Grande and South Conejos school districts. If
any students or guardians want their complete file you can request it
from the SLV BOCES office at 719 589-5851 on or before July 2nd,

2020".

Please include students Name, date of birth and your relationship to
the student. Identification will be required.

No. 1469

Published in the Valley Courier on June 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16,
17,19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 27, 30, and July 1, 2020.

SECTION |
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF SOUTH FORK
P.O. Box 369
South Fork, CO 81154
Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of Town of South Fork
Municipal Water System — First Phase (Westerly System) will be re-
ceived by the Town of South Fork at the mailing address of P.O. Box

369, South Fork, Colorado 81154 until 2:00 P.M. (local time)

July

28th, 2020, and then publicly opened at the South Fork Community
Building, 0254 US Hwy 149, South Fork, CO and read aloud.

This project consists of the installation +35,600 linear feet of wa-
ter distribution piping, installation of a water treatment building and
pumping system, modification of an existing water treatment build-
ing, installation of two emergency stand-by generators, installation of
service tap connections, and the installation of a new 120,000 gallon

water storage tank.

The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following

locations:

Davis Engineering Service, Inc., 1314 11th Street, Alamosa CO
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the of-
fice of Davis Engineering Service, Inc. located at 1314 11th Street, P.
O. Box 1840, Alamosa, Colorado 81101 upon payment of $ 50.00 for
digital copies or $250.00 for full size paper copies. Allinquiries can be
directed to Clinton Phillips; phone number (719) 589-3004 ext. 115.
No refund will be made for returned copies.

A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of Town of South
Fork, negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value) or a satisfac-
tory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable surety in an
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total Bid shall be submitted

with each Bid.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than the minimum salaries
and wages as set forth in the Contract Documents must be paid on
this project, and that the Contractor must ensure that employees and
applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of
their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. (Davis Bacon Wag-
es). Inthe event that the bidder anticipates hiring employees to work
on this job, the bidder should contact the local manpower office for

qualified candidates. (Section 3)

Prior to the awarding of the Contract, the Town of South Fork, Colo-
rado may defer its decision for a period not to exceed (30) days from
the date of the opening of Bids for the purpose of reviewing the Bids
and investigating the qualifications of Bidders, prior to awarding of

the Contract.

Date: June 19th, 2020

Dan Hicks, Town Administrator
No. 1498

Published in the Valley Courier on June 26, July 3, 10, and 17, 2020.

The Town of Sanford is accepting bids to complete a roofing proj-
ect for two well houses. For more information please contact Tim
Crowther at SanfordPW@outlook.com.

No. 1500

Published in the Valley Courier on June 24, 26, 27, 30, July 1,and

3, 2020.

163

LOST & FOUND

LOST A PAIR of men’s
black work boots on W.
Hwy 160 on way to a fire
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm
west of Budweiser be-
fore Del Viento Road.
[f found please call 719-
580-0398.(TFN)

173 - PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

ACUPUNCTURIST
SEEKS PUBLISHED
medical author to help
pen a “DIY Boost the
[Immune System us-
ing Acupressure” ar-
ticle. Help me get the
word out about a fun and
easy to perform COVID
prevention health care
treatment that can be
done at home. Call 360-
821-9006.(7/7)

221

HELP WANTED

FARM HELP NEED-
ED. $20/hr. Must have
experience with hay
equipment. Call 719-
588-0207(TFN)

THE ALAMOSA
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for
the following position at
Alamosa High School
for the 2020-2021 school
year: Science Teacher
Must possess a Colo-
rado Teacher License
and an endorsement in
Secondary Science. Ap-
plications are available
online at https://www.
alamosa.k12.co.us. For
more information, con-
tact Mindi Van Ry at
719-587-1600. Applica-
tion deadline is until
filled. EOE.(7/3)

221

HELP WANTED

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is ac-
cepting applications for (1)
Secondary Math Teacher
at Centauri High School.
Applicant must hold a
current Colorado Teaching
License or be willing to
work toward certification.
NCSD offers a competi-
tive salary, great discipline
and environment for staff
and students, and up to
$915 monthly towards
health insurance. Ap-
plication deadline is until
position is filled. Applica-
tions are available at the
District Administration
Office, 17890 US Hwy
285, La Jara, CO 81101
or can be downloaded at
www.northconejos.com.
Submit application to Mr.
Curt Wilson, Superinten-
dent. EOE.(7/7)

CONEJOS COUNTY
SHERIFF’S Office is
seeking a Patrol Deputy.
Duties include: Enforces
Colorado laws & ordi-
nances, report writing, in-
vestigates, apprehends and
arrests suspects. Patrols
entire county. Must be 21
years of age, have a valid
driver’s license and be
Colorado Post Certified.
Must be eligible to carry a
firearm. Must pass back-
ground check and drug
screen. 2 years’ relevant
law enforcement experi-
ence preferred. Starting
salary is $35,360. County
Application Required.
Deadline Ongoing. Ap-
plications available at the
Conejos County Human
Resources Office or via
email upon request at cric-
ci@co.conejos.co.us. In-
quiries call 719-376-6799
or 719-376-2196.(7/7)

Valley Courier

221

HELP WANTED

221
HELP WANTED

THE ALAMOSA
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for
the following position:
School Nurse Minimum
requirement: RN Re-
quired. Applications are
available online at http:/
www.alamosa.k12.co.us.
For more information,
contact Mindi Van Ry
at 719-587-1600. Appli-
cation deadline is until
filled. EOE.(7/7)

THE SIERRA
GRANDE School Dis-
trict is accepting applica-
tions an Elementary Pre-
School Paraprofessional.
Applicants should submit
a completed application
form, resume, copy of
transcript to Mr. Manuel
Montano, Elementary
Principal, Sierra Grande
School District, 17523
Hwy. 160, Blanca, CO
81123. Applications can
be found on the Dis-
trict’s website: www.
sierragrandeschool.net.
For more information
please contact Mr. Man-
uel Montano, Elemen-
tary Principal at 719-379-
3257 or 719-289-6111.
Position open until filled.
EOE.(7/3)

THE TOWN OF San-
ford is accepting appli-
cations for a Police Of-
ficer. Candidates must be
Colorado POST certified
and willing to submit
to psychological, back-
ground, and criminal his-
tory checks. Applications
will be accepted until the
position is filled, applica-
tions may be picked up
at Sanford Town Hall,
390 Greenleaf Street on
Mondays & Tuesdays.
(7/3)

THE TOWN OF San-
ford is accepting appli-
cation for the Position of
Town Clerk/Treasurer.
Candidates must be will-
ing to submit to back-
ground, and criminal his-
tory checks. Applications
will be accepted until the
position is filled, applica-
tions may be picked up
at Sanford Town Hall,
390 Greenleaf Street on
Mondays & Tuesdays.
(7/3)

COME BE PART of
something incredible-
join the team at Centen-
nial School District R-1!
We are currently seeking
community-minded, stu-
dent-centered educators
for the following posi-
tions: High School Social
Studies and K-12 Music.
We also have exciting
grant-funded positions
for a work-based learning
coordinator/alternative
education teacher, Fri-
day School/ Family En-
gagement Coordinator,
and a Restorative Justice
Coach. You can also join
our athletics department
as a High School Boys
Basketball Coach, High
School Cheer Coach,
Wrestling Coach,Track
Coach, or Cross-Coun-
try Coach. To apply
for one of these posi-
tions visit https:/www.
centennial.k12.co.us/o/
centennial-rl/page/
teaching-certified-staff-
positions or send resume,
cover letter, unofficial
transcripts, three current
letters of reference, and a
copy of any appropriate
licenses to tmelster@
centennialschool.net. It’s
a great time to become a
Ram!(7/15)

SALES POSITION
AVAILABLE. Must
have own transportation.
Call Ztec Construction
719-992-1396.(7/3)

SEEKING STORE
MANAGER - MUST
have retail experience,
extensive plant/gardening
knowledge, MED Badge
and be able to lift 60+ Ibs.
Email resume to: Alamo-
saGardenSupply@gmail.
com.(6/30)

THE SAN LUIS Valley
Board of Cooperative
Educational Services has
positions for full time
behavior interventionists
and/or counselors for
the 2020-2021 school
year. Interested appli-
cants should hold a valid
Colorado Special Ser-
vice Provider License or
Teacher License. Suc-
cessful experience with
working with students
with behavioral needs
preferred. Application is
available at the BOCES
office or on-line www.
slvboces.org. Process
requires application, let-
ter of interest, and three
current letters of refer-
ence. Send completed
application process to
Nita McAuliffe, Director
of Exceptional Student
Services, SLV BOCES,
2261 Enterprise Drive,
Alamosa, CO 81101 or
nmcauliffe@slvboces.
org. Application dead-
line is July 6, 2020 or
until positions are filled.
(713)

FREE!

221
HELP WANTED

SAN LUIS VALLEY
Health is seeking quali-
fied candidate to fill a
Plant Engineer role. The
Plant Engineer primarily
maintains and operate
Electrical and HVAC
systems, but has a wide
variety of duties relating
to maintenance, repair
and installation. Please
visit www.sanluisval-
leyhealth.org/careers/ for
a full job summary.(7/3)

THE TOWN OF LaJara
is accepting applications
for Police Officer. Must
be currently Colorado
POST certified; willing to
submit to background and
criminal history checks
as well as a psychologi-
cal test. Starting salary
is $36,000 with vision,
dental, and medical in-
surance and paid holi-
days. Applications may
be picked up at La Jara
Town Hall, 221 Broadway
or at Colorado Workforce
Center in Alamosa.(7/3)

CDL DRIVERS AND
Heavy Equipment Op-
erators wanted. CDL
Minimum 1 yr driving
experience. Knowledge
of Forestry Equipment
helpful, must pass drug
test. No Overnight driv-
ing. Send resume to: pa-
gosaland@pagosa.net.
(7/10)

Sell your household items for FREE, your household items for FREE.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE
ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

221
HELP WANTED

LOOKING TO HIRE
year round hire man for
large potato and grain
farm. Must have experi-
ence. Call 719-850-2137.
(7/22)

MOFFAT SCHOOLIS
accepting applications
for the following posi-
tions: Pre-K Director/
Teacher, Kindergarten
Teacher, Middle School
Social Studies or Sci-
ence Teacher, 7th-12th
Grade Math Teacher.
For a complete job de-
scription and application
instructions please visit
www.moffatschools.org.
(7/3)

SLV BREWERY &
ROAST CAFE hiring
kitchen, server, barista,
and host positions. Call
or email Scott: 719-580-
1922; scott@slvbrewco.
com.(7/3)

LOCAL FOODS LO-
CAL PLACES initia-
tive seeks a part-time,
seasonal mobile kitchen
“MOKI” Coordinator.
See full job descrip-
tion and how to apply
at www.slvlocalfoods.
org .(7/3)

CONSTRUCTION
HELPERS NEEDED.
Full / Part time. Must be
reliable and dependable.
Call Ztec Construction
719-992-13-96.(7/3)

Friday, June 26, 2020
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221
HELP WANTED

THE BRIDGE AT
Alamosa has a personal
care provider position
and Server position
available. We provide
exceptional training.
Please apply at WWW.
centurypa.hcshiring.
com.(7/3)

SANFORD SCHOOL
DISTRICT is accept-
ing application for a
Junior High Football
coach. Applications
can be downloaded at
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is
and EOE&E.(7/3)

221
HELP WANTED

CLEANERS NEED-
ED! FULL and part
time positions avail-
able. Must have own
transportation and
drug screening. Call
between 8am-5pm 719-
587-2222.(7/3)

THE GREAT SAND
Dunes Oasis is now
hiring summer sea-
sonal positions for ca-
shiers, dishwashers,
cooks, store clerks, and
cleaners. To schedule
an interview please
call (719)378-2222.
(6/26)

Immediate opening
in multi-media
sales. Experience
appreciated.

Send resume to:
KCerny@alamosanews.com
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221
HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION
HELPER NEEDED.
Pay dependent on ex-
perience. Call 719-849-
1796.(7/1)

SANFORD SCHOOL
IS accepting applica-
tions for a highly moti-
vated high school busi-
ness teacher to work
with our talented stu-
dents who are our future.
Applicants must hold a
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense and be willing to
become vocational cer-
tified. Don’t miss this
opportunity to join our
team and become a part
of a great educational
culture. Applications
can be downloaded from
the our website, www.
sanfordschools.org . Po-
sition is opened until
filled. Sanford School is
an EOE & E.(7/14)

RIVER VALLEY INN
Nursing home is look-
ing for RN’s for a Day
shift Charge Nurse Po-
sition. We Would Love
for you to Come join
our team! Must have a
current license and CPR
Please stop in for an ap-
plication at 1335 6th st
in Del Norte Co or call
719-657-1105 Ask for
Susan or Chelcy. (RVI
is EOE).(7/1)

RIVER VALLEY
INN Nursing home in
Del Norte Co is seek-
ing a Director of Nurs-
ing must have a cur-
rent Colorado license
and in good standing.
We offer insurance and
competitive wages if
interested please stop in
@ 1335 6th st to apply
or if you have any ques-
tions please feel free to
contact us @ 719-657-
1105 ask for Susan.(RVI
is EOE).(7/1)

1ST SOUTHWEST
BANK is experiencing
significant growth and
is looking for a Special-
ized Lender with SBA
experience and a Spe-
cialized Loan Assistant/
Processor, offering a
strong benefit package
& career growth op-
portunities. EOE. Go to
https://www.fswb.bank/
who-we-are/careers/ for
more details & to apply.
(6/26)

221
HELP WANTED

COSTILLA COUNTY
IS seeking a full-time
Options for Long Term
Care case manager who
will primarily work in
Conejos County and
some travel to Costilla
County. Responsibili-
ties include: Intake/
screening/referral and
assessment of client’s
needs, development of
care plans, management
of a caseload and inter-
viewing clients includ-
ing conducting home
visits. Ability to meet
deadlines in a fast-paced
work environment a
must. Bachelor’s Degree
in a human services field
Sociology/Psychology
or Humanities preferred.
Bi-lingual skills a plus.
Experience as a case
manager with the long
term care client popula-
tion may substitute for
the required education
on a year by year basis.
Background check and
pre-employment drug
screening are required.
Position is open until
filled. Costilla County
Public Health Agency
is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Costilla
County Public Health
Agency has the right
to refuse any and all
applications. Applica-
tions are available on the
Costilla County website
at https://colorado.gov/
pacific/costillacounty
under the Jobs tab or call
719-672-3332.(7/18)

ALAMOSA COUNTY
EMPLOYEMENT
Opportunities, Job De-
scriptions, and Applica-
tions are available on
the County’s website
www.alamosacounty.
org.(7/10)

MEL’S CUSTOM
MEAT Processing
looking for reliable
and dependable person.
No experience needed.
Apply in person after
5:30pm. 602 2nd Ave,
Romeo.(7/8)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support?
Car Repairs? Taxes
Due? Earn up to $800/
month delivering the
Valley Courier. Contact
Keith at 589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

ELEMENTARY
TEACHER NEED-
ED at Del Norte El-
ementary School for
the 2020/2021 school
year. We are seeking
a hardworking and en-
thusiastic teaching pro-
fessional to join our
dynamic, vibrant and
fun-loving team. Please
submit your application,
resume and cover letter
to: Amy Duda, Principal
at aduda@urtigers.co
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4030. Applications
can be picked up at the
District Office or online
at:dncsd.org. (6/30)

ACCEPTING RE-
SUMES FOR Assistant
Administrator position
with Tri-County Senior
Citizens and Housing.
Must be proficient in
Microsoft suite. (Word,
Excel, Publisher) Prior
experience in book-
keeping or accounting.
Must be well organized,
detail and deadline ori-
ented. Will assist with
day to day operation of
Senior Center and Se-
nior Apartments. Must
relate well with people.
Will plan activities,
events and trips. Will
prepare newsletter and
reports for board review,
will keep website cur-
rent. Full time position
35-40 hours per week
Monday-Friday. Mail
resumes to 311 Wash-
ington Street, Monte
Vista, CO 81144 or
email to mary@tricoun-
tyseniors.com.(6/26)

267
WORK WANTED

AVAILABLE: EXPE-
RIENCED PRIVATE
personal care provid-
er. Light housework,
baths, toileting, dress-
ing, meals, geriatric ex-
ercises. 719-587-9442.
(71

324 - FEED

& SEED

NATIVE GRASS
HAY for sale. Small
bales, horse hay quality.
Come cow hay. Certified
USDA. Call Ed 719-
852-3069.(7/14)

324 - FEED
& SEED

GRASS HAY 2019. 500
small bales $5.00 each.
Call 719-588-2553.(7/1)

HORSE AND COW
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4
bales, various quality
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

FREE TIRES. YOU
haul off. Approx. 80.
Call 970-901-6628.
(6/27)

341

- GARAGE

SALES

HUGE YARD SALE
Friday and Saturday
8am-?. Plenty of every-
thing for everybody.
270 Ivy Street, Sanford.
(6/27)

2 GARAGE SALES -
Same Drive. Furniture,
new shoes, knives, baby/
toddler items, LOTS
MORE! June 26th &
27th — Daylight hours.
Greenie Mountain Lum-
ver 12 S. and 1 E. 719-
588-3687.(6/27)

MOVING SALE! 211
La Veta Ave., Alamosa.
7am - ? Saturday June
27.(6/27)

SAT. 6/27 185 4th St.
Del Norte, 8am-1pm.
Garden tools, power
tools, hand tools, fur-
niture, and household
items.(6/27)

YARD SALE JUNE
25th & 26th. 8am-3pm,
June 27th. 8am-1pm.
1645 Newcomb Ave.,
Monte Vista. House-
wares furniture and
Miscellaneous.(6/27)

351

LIVESTOCK

BABY BUNNIES FOR
Sale. 480-5303. Ask for
Cheryl Lynn.(TFN)

SALE REGISTERED
BLACK Angus Bulls
and semen sales Brink
Livestock Services ad-
min@brinklivestock.net
www.brinklivestock.net
88-641-3750 / 719-480-
3932.(7/15)

351
LIVESTOCK

HERITAGE BREED
TURKEY POULTS -
Burbon Reds from free
range parents. $20 each
or $35 for 2. Limited
number available. Ready
to butcher at 28 weeks
(toms average 30 lbs,
hens 15 lbs.) Straight
run only. 719-850-2832.
(TFN-E)

PIGSFOR SALE $1.00
Ib. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

FIREWORKS FOR
SALE, Chama NM. All
of the good stuff, aerials,
firecrackers. Noon-9pm
through July 4. 505-927-
4064.(6/3)

SPANISH ROOF
TILES. Ezload large
lot. 720-201-3857.(7/13)

NEW / STILL in Box
Swimming pool for Sale.
15ft diameter. Paid $700
will take $500. Call 719-
480-9893.(6/30)

FOR SALE ELEC-
TRIC Hospital Bed
$600. Call 719-480-

4848.(6/27)
ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Profes-

sional work, low prices.
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS &

SUPPLIES

ALL DOGS AD-
OPTED FROM THE
VALLEY HUMANE
LEAGUE HAVE TO
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW
HOME. (TFN)

NEED CATS FOR
mousers? Want to adopt
kittens? Help trap/neu-
ter/release efforts? Do-
nate food/litter/supplies?
Low cost spay/neuter
clinic for cats. http:/
www.catsaliveslv.com
719-298-7028. (TFN)

FREE TO GOOD
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS
OR BARN CATS. Spay/
neuter clinics coming to
Alamosa in near future.
Call Donna K 719-589-
5952 or 719-580-9078.
(TFN)

369 - PETS &
SUPPLIES

OO0PS! GOT PUP-
PIES who need a
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare
Society is a nonprofit
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the
euthanasia of healthy
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the
number one way to stop
pet overpopulation. If
your pet has had pup-
pies contact us. We will
take the puppies into
our rescue and spay the
mama dog for free after
the puppies are weaned.
If needed we will also
provide dog food & gas
money to get the dogs to
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one
of the greatest gifts you
can provide your pet,
your family and your
community. We have
found good responsible
homes for over 8,000
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF);
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

387 - WANTED

TO BUY

LOOKING FOR
USED but in good
condition electric lift
recliner chair. Call 719-
580-6599.(6/27)

LOOKING FOR A
2 or 3 bedroom Mo-
bile Home 1981 or
higher for $15,000
or under. Call or text
719-580-9525(TFN-E)

415 - HOMES

FOR SALE

2-HOMES, 5.2
ACRES, 3 wells, RV
spot with all hookups,
chicken house, corrals.
$175,000. Call 970-
640-9562.(7/25)

420-LOTS &

ACREAGE

FOR SALE: SUR-
VEYED 25 acres,
Sangre De Cristo
Ranch near Mountain
Home Lake, creek runs
through property, well
& electric, good hunt-
ing & fishing. Call Al
719-588-2930.(7/31)

420-LOTS &
ACREAGE

FOR SALE: 80 acres
land 2.5 miles w. of San
Acacio, surveyed. Call Al
719-588-2930.(7/31)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN
MOUNTS. Professional
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS
FORRENT

3 BEDROOM 2 bath
rent in La Jara. Not pets.
Washer / Dryer hookups.
Call 719-274-5981.(6/26)

RENT 1 BEDROOM
Apt Alamosa some utili-
ties included 800-641-
3750 / 719-480-3932.
(7/15)

Century Property

Management & Sales, uc
Alamosa » 589-5744

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
SERVICE
For all your rental
needs please call
719-589-5744 or stop
by 823 Main St.
Alamosa, CO 81101

www. alamosarentals .com

Applications
Now Being Accepted
For
1,2 & 3 Bedroom
Apartments.

Sierra Vista
Apartments
Alamosa
2315 Vigil Way Apt |
Alamosa, CO 81101
589-2098

TTY
1-800-655‘-2656
hiek ivlitulion & 4
r-mﬁtl iy

606 - BUS. PROP.
FORRENT

REMODELED 1 BED-
ROOM/1 bath HOME or
OFFICE studio unit in Del
Norte. $600/mo., inclusive
of water and sewer. No
pets; no smoking; credit
report required. Call 719-
850-0750.(7/17)

You’ll find it all in the ...

606 - BUS. PROP.
FORRENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR
rent. Completely reno-
vated. New electrical,
plumbing, and ther-
mal windows. Classic
1800sq.ft. style faced
located on high visibility
lot on Grande Ave., Del
Norte. 719-657-0776 for
appointment.(6/30)

611 - HOMES

FOR RENT

REMODELED 1BED-
ROOM/1 bath HOME
or OFFICE studio unit
in Del Norte. $600/
mo., inclusive of water
and sewer. No pets; no
smoking; credit report
required. Call 719-850-
0750.(7/17)

630 - ROOMS

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Next to TSJIC 1 person,
‘Washer and Dryer. Utili-
ties included. 719-580-
4689.(7/3)

713 - PICK-UP
TRUCKS

F350 1 TON dually with
12ft bed. 61,000 miles.
$5800 / OBO. Call 720-
201-3857.(7/22)

1987 NOMAD TRAV-
EL trailer. 25th fifth
wheel. 1-owner original.
$5,000 obo. Call 719-
580-2290.(6/26)

Brandon Lilley - Genera

Call or Text: 254-723-9853

Maintenance
. . —— - Emimee.re.al Trueeee
Flumbing I _— 1\*_-

Contr.

Construction &

Any Job - Big or Small
Lilley can Handle it all!

CONTACT US TODAY!
Marty_Husmann@yahoo. com

719.480.3375

Earthworks of Southern Colorado ue

Tros Geringer  T19-480-1756

D
Site (]

I m‘r[l'drﬂr:leﬂLﬂﬂrrq&EhIl'n 82 CONEJ 0‘5
| Contractor "-IIPJu:lkJT E;ﬂim tin ALAMOSA
e iin 719-5 89-9144

~Trenhing « Dt Wik
jih Cheating * Demelilion
eaning k& Prep - i Remmenal

Alamosa Garden Supply and Grow Store

0711 W. Highway 160, Suite C, Alamosa, CO 81101 719-206-3336
Menday - Saturday 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Get rendy for spring gordening now! Fall is the best time to amend your soil

b

L

after you've put the garden to bed, We carry o wide voriety of soil, troce

minerals, soil conditioners, mycorrhizoe mixes, bio-char and so much mare. v
HAPPY FROG SOIL SPECIAL! 2 FOR 836+ ra By

25% OFF FESH SH'T S0IL PROGIOTICS * X5% OFF ALL DOWN T0 EARTH PRODLUCTS

We will meet or beat any local competitor's price!

[BUim

LUM

Lumber * 61' eel

ber

5IERRHVIE TA

BER & STEEL

COMPANY

1301 West 4ve. * Aamosa

(71) 561 3254

Kevin Jones
(719) 580-5580
kjonesy2424@ gmail.com

e
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VALLEY REALT
226 Shadowwo
Alamosa

Y Termy :1 miih Serving Alf Your
d D Real Estate &
0 rﬁ Auction Needs
View my webste tor lszs. |ne Ribaudo

The Valley's

www.sanluisvalleyrealty.com « (719)589-5121

Trusted Real

w

Estate Source for over 40 years j

RHHUD{)
REALTY

719-580-2541

and upcoming auctons Iﬂ(fg'_lf_f elantt Broker
Auctionasr

ww.ribaudorealty.com
pe@ribaudoreality.com

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only %99 per month*

*3 month commitment

2

PREsTON PORTER
PrestengForterBealty.com

Excellent Service

RMCR
+ Expert Advice

PN

PORTER REALTY, .

0% '|I|||-\.|u.-

719-389-3899
www Porter Realty.com

:EE T

GREG GOODWIN
GregieforierBealtroom

Exceptional Results

Looking to Buy or Sell? Letus l!l " ::':

help vou with your real estate | '

(719) 589- 697 Ww.slvpruperues com

Advertising

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only *99 per month*

*3 month commitment

Jim’s Tire
Store

71112 State Ave. » Alamosa
719-589-9690

iTir::actor Repair I

For @ll Your Tractor
Repair Needs

EXPERT SERVICE
=1 60+ years experience

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR!
719-852-0200)

84

IWi :e Buy Cars .

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

589-9205

25 Rd. 8 South - Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your
Business in this

SPACE

Only *99 per month*

*3 month commitment
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“Did you say on the phone you were
‘in your 20s’ or ‘born in the '20s'?"

Man’s unsure mental health

clouds vision of the ftre

DEAR ABBY: I recently
started dating again after
ending a very difficult mar-
riage. To say I am guard-
ing my heart for fear of
getting hurt would be an
understatement.

Thave met someone that
I can see having a future
with, but some things con-
cern me. He has been hos-
pitalized for mental health
reasons in the past. He’s
constantly saying, “I'm
sorry I'm so screwed up”
or remarking about being
“crazy.” He mentions his
depression almost daily,
and he hates being, as he
puts it, “messed up in the
head.” He just can’t seem
to move past his issues.

I feel like he doesn’t
want to move forward and
startliving hislife again.I
have lived with depression
for most of my life, but it
doesn’t define who I am. If
I don’t respond to his calls
or messages right away, he
gets hurt and assumes I'm
mad at him.

My question is, am I be-
ing overly cautious based
on not wanting to get hurt
again, or should I take a
step back? I would like to
see a future with him, but
I'm not sure he is ready to
see any kind of a future
with anyone. -- GUARDED
HEART

DEAR GUARDED
HEART: You are not be-
ing overly cautious. You are
asking yourselfintelligent,
insightful questions about
someone who appears not

as far along on the path
to mental wellness as you
are. Is this man still being
treated for his issues? If
not, he should be encour-
aged totalk with a licensed
mental health professional
not only about his depres-
sion, but also his glaring
lack of self-esteem.

From your description, I
would have to say he needs
a friend now more than a
romance, so take plenty of
time if you proceed in this
relationship. If he makes
progress, see where things
lead. If not, then in light of
your own history, it might
be better for you to find
someone who is stronger.

DEAR ABBY: I have
been in a six-year rela-
tionship. About two years
into it, I found out that
“Wayne” was separated,
but not divorced, from his
wife of 20 years. The fact
that they are separated
1s not the issue. They live
together and do things
as a married couple. The
wife and I have met each
other several times, and I
have gone to his children’s
graduation parties and
family weddings.

He has told me every
year that this is the year
he will file for divorce, but
it still hasn’t happened. I
don’t know why he is hold-
ing on because I do not
believe they are intimate.
Their children are adults,
sothereisnothing keeping
them together. He tells me
he can’t live without me,

ABIGAIL
VaN BUREN

but his actions have proven
otherwise. Do you think
they are in an open mar-
riage? Is there any hope
for our future together?
-- WASTING TIME IN
MASSACHUSETTS

DEAR WASTING
TIME: Not at the rate
you are going. I suspect
the reason Wayne hasn’t
followed through and filed
for divorce may be finan-
cial. He and his wife may
also like things just the
way they are because they
can maintain their social
life, he’s comfortable at
home and he has you to
sleep with, which may be
areliefto her. You have my
sympathy, but I think you
haveinvested enough time.
What’s going on is unfair
to you. This romance was
based on dishonesty on
his part, and you deserve
more than you have been
getting.
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The dangers of Preeclampsia

By STEPHANIE
PORORSKE
Certified Nurse Mid-
wife, SLV Health,
Women’s Clinic

ALAMOSA — As CO-
VID-19 continues to grip
our attention we cannot
forget about the medical
conditions that existed
well before it. This espe-
cially rings true for preg-
nant women during an
already stressful time. As
a Certified Nurse Midwife
at SLV Health, it is one’s
responsibility to treat
pregnancy and birth as a
normal part of a woman’s
life. Allso to notice and
intervene when things are
going outside of normal.

Preeclampsia is a con-
dition that goes outside
of normal pregnancy and

occurs in 3-4% of all preg-
nancies; it often starts as
mild increases in a preg-
nant women’s blood pres-
sure and can become more
dangerous over time.
Worsening preeclampsia
may include damage to
important organs like
the liver, kidneys, and
brain; it may also af-
fect the growth of the
baby. If undetected and
untreated preeclampsia
can worsen and cause
seizures, stroke, and even
death. Early signs of pre-
eclampsia are often un-
noticeable, which is one of
the main reasons regular
visits with your provider
during pregnancy is so
important. At frequent
appointments, blood pres-
sure and urine checks are

simple and effective ways
of detecting early signs of
preeclampsia.

The Preeclampsia Com-
mon Warning Signs are:
A bad headache, upper
belly pain, and changes
in vision such as blurred
vision, flashes of light, and
spots. These signs and
symptoms may indicate
the preeclampsia condi-
tion is worsening and
that you should call your
healthcare provider or
9-1-1 immediately.

Stephanie Posorske,
CNM, is part of the OB/
GYN team at the SLV
Health Women’s Health
Clinic at 106 Blanca Av-
enue. She is a Certified
Lactation Consultant. She
can be reached at (719)
589-8028.

] ¥
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Certified Nurse Midwife Stephanie Posorske advises a new mom as a certified
lactation consultant.
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The history of America’s
Independence Day

Few summertime holi-
days elicit as much ex-
citement as the Fourth
of July, also known as
Independence Day in
the United States. Each
year, family, friends and
revelers anticipate the
arrival of the holiday so
they can host barbecues,
enjoy the sun, listen to
theirfavorite summertime
tunes, and commemorate
the freedoms afforded by
the monumental events
that led to the holiday’s
establishment.

Independence Day be-
came a federal holiday
in 1941, but July 4th
has stood as the birth of
American independence
for much longer. July 4th
marks a pivotal moment
in the American Revolu-
tion. According to PBS,
the colonies were forced
to pay taxes to England’s
King George III despite
having no representation
in the British Parliament.
“Taxation without repre-
sentation” became abattle
cry and was one of several
grievances colonists had
with Great Britain.

Conflict between the
colonies had been going on
for at least a year before
the colonies convened a
Continental Congress in
Philadelphia in June of
1776, says Military.com.
On July 2, 1776, the Con-
tinental Congress voted
in favor of independence

from England. Two days
later, on July 4, 1776, del-
egatesfromthe 13 colonies
adopted the Declaration of
Independence.

The Declaration of In-
dependence is an his-
toric document drafted
by Thomas dJefferson.
Jefferson was considered
the strongest and most
eloquent writer of the dec-
laration writing commit-
tee charged with putting
the colonies’ sentiments
intowords. Richard Henry
Lee of Virginia was one of
the first people to present
a resolution for American
independence, and his
commentary was the im-
petus for the formal Dec-
laration of Independence.
A total of 86 changes were
made to Jefferson’s origi-
nal draft until the final
version was adopted. The
signing of the document
helped to solidify inde-
pendence, and eventually
lead tothe formation of the
United States of America.

A total of 56 delegates
signed the document.
Although John Hancock’s
signature is the largest, it
did not hold more weight
thantheothersignatures.
Rather, rumor has it,
Hancock signed it so large
so that the “fat, old King
could read it without his
spectacles.” However, the
National Archives says it
was also customary that,
since Hancock was the

president of the Conti-
nental Congress, he be
the first person to sign the
document centered below
the text.

The Pennsylvania Eve-
ning Post was the first
newspaper to print the
Declaration of Indepen-
denceondJuly 6,1776. The
first public readings of the
Declaration were held in
Philadelphia’s Indepen-
dence Square on July 8,
1776. TF207131
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‘Polis activates drought plan as severe drought
expands across southern, eastern regions

DENVER — Governor
Jared Polis requested
activation of Colorado’s
Drought Task Force and
Phase 2 of the State
Drought Mitigation and
Response Plan this week
as drought conditions
deepen, reaching more
than 81% of the state,
with severe and extreme
drought conditionsin 33%

of the state (40 counties).

Colorado’s Drought
Task Force - which in-
cludes leadership from
the Departments of Agri-
culture, Natural Resourec-
es, Local Affairs, Public
Safety, and the Colo-
rado Water Conservation
Board - determined the
needtoactivate Phase 2 of
the Drought Plan on June

18 after a third of the state
reached extreme drought
conditions. “Phase 2” in-
dicates officially directing
the Drought Task Force
to assess initial damages
and impacts of drought in
areas experiencing severe
or extreme drought and
to recommend mitigation
measures. This Phase also
activates the Agricultural

Impact Task Force, which
will conduct an initial
assessment on physical
and economicimpacts and
recommend opportunities
for incident mitigation.
Counties impacted by
abnormally dry (D0) and
moderate (D1) drought
will continue to be closely
monitored. The 40 coun-
ties currently experi-

encing severe (D2) and
extreme (D3) drought
include: Alamosa, Archu-
leta, Baca, Bent, Chaffee,
Cheyenne, Conejos, Cos-
tilla, Crowley, Custer,
Delta, Dolores, Eagle, El
Paso, Elbert, Fremont,
Garfield, Gunnison, Hin-
sdale, Huerfano, Kiowa,
Kit Carson, La Plata, Las
Animas, Lincoln, Mesa,

Mineral, Montezuma,
Montrose, Otero, Ouray,
Pitkin, Prowers, Pueblo,
Rio Grande, Saguache,
San Miguel, San Juan,
Washington, and Yuma.

To stay informed on Col-
oradodroughtissues, sign
up for the State’s Drought
Updates or visit the Colo-
rado Water Conservation
Board website.

ALAMOSA — There is
an excitement building for
the next valley-wide pa-
rade tobe held in Alamosa
on Saturday, July 4th. Af-
ter the annual parade was
cancelled, a local group of
patriots has proposed we
have an Independence Day
Parade/Protest (for not
having our annual event).

Everyone is encouraged
to join in the fun as we
gather on Main Street in
front of Nino’s, continuing
the line-up back east to La

Fourth of July Parade/Protest

Due Street.

The Parade/Protest will
begin at 10:00 a.m. and
will continue west on Main
Street to Alamosa Avenue.
Turning left one block to
6thAvenue, the Parade/
Protest will finish on the
east end of 6th Street at
the old railroad property
across from Bill Clarke
Trucking.

This is a peaceful Pa-
rade/Protest to celebrate
our freedoms and inde-
pendence. We need lots

Kellie Veneman
retiring from San Luis
Valley Federal Bank

ALAMOSA — After
thirty-six years of service
with San Luis Valley Fed-
eral Bank, Kellie Veneman
is retiring. She has served
the bank in a number of
positions, beginning as the
Accounting Manager, then
serving as Internal Auditor,
andoverthelast 17yearsas
the bank’s Chief Financial
Officer. She has also been
thebank’s Senior Vice Pres-
identsince 2014. “Kelliehas
been a tremendous leader
for the bank over her many
years of service, said bank
CEO Duane Bussey. The
level of commitmentshehas
shown and the quality ofher
work has provided a great
example for all of our staff
tofollow. She always putin
the extra timeneeded to get
things done in the highest-
quality manner. On behalf
of our entire staff and board
of directors we extend our
most sincere appreciation
to Kellie and wish her all
the best in retirement.
We will miss her financial
expertise, leadership and
caring personality.”

Besides her service to

Courtesy photo
Kellie Veneman

the bank, Kellie has been
involved in a number
of community organiza-
tions including serving
as a member of the SLV
Health Operating Board
and currently being a
member of the Alamosa
Optimist Club, serving
as club President in 2017
and 2018. She said, “I
havebeen blessed to spend
my entire career at SLV
Federal. It has been a
pleasure working with
such an amazing staffand
board of directors.” Kellie
will continue to reside in
Alamosa with her hus-
band Scott.

Unemployment
claims dip below 10K

DENVER — Today the
Colorado Department of
Labor and Employment
(CDLE)reported thatinitial
claims for regular unem-
ployment fell below 10,000
for the first time in three
months with 9,882 claims
filed the week ending June
20th. Therewerealso 10,385
Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) claims
filedforthe sameweek. Over
the past 14 weeks, a total of
466,645 regular unemploy-
ment initial claims have
been filed and a grand total
of 588,988 claims, including
federal PUA benefits.*

The Department also
announced it has paid out
approximately $2.7 billion
in unemployment benefits
since March 29th. That
amount includes regular
unemployment benefits,
and those filing Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance
(PUA) claims and Fed-
eral Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Compensation (PUC)
claims, which provides
eligible claimants an extra
$6001infederal benefitseach
week.

Benefits paid since March
29:

Regular UI: $971.0 Mil-
lion

Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance (gig work-
ers/self-employed): $327.0
Million

Federal Pandemic Un-
employment Compensation

($600/weekly Ul benefits
to eligible claimants): Apx.
$1.47 Billion

Total: $2.74 Billion

Benefits paid: Regular Ul

Week ending June 20:
$90.4 Million

Most recent industry-
level claims data is for the
week ending June 6th.

Top 10 industries with
highest Initial claims:**

#1 Accommodation and
Food Services: 1,172 (11.6%
of claims for week)

#2 Education Services:
1,138 (11.3%)

#3 Healthcare and Social
Service: 1,058 (10.5%)

#4 Administrative and
Support and Waste

Management and

Remediation Services: 909
(9.0%)

#5 Retail Trade: 864
(8.5%)

#6 Manufacturing: 845
(8.4%)

#7 Transportation and
Warehousing: 670 (6.6%)

#8 Construction: 510
(5.0%)

#9 Professionaland Tech-
nical Services: 504 (5.0%)

#10 Arts, Entertainment,
and Recreation: 453 (4.5%)

* Initial claims are
claims filed to establish
benefit eligibility. Initial
claims are considered a
reliable leading indica-
tor of economic activity.
All applications filed are
those applications for
benefits filed with the
Colorado Department of
Labor and Employment
and may not have been
through various eligibil-
ity determination e.g.
wage verification, etc.
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